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Plastic Interior Mirrors

Door Mirrors - pre ‘80s

Door Mirrors - ‘80s on

Mk1/2 Washer Jets

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Silicone rocker cover gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.60
5 port alloy head - Road C-AHT347 . . Coming Soon
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1947.89
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2340.00
1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1090.28
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £189.60
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . exchange £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps . . from £15.83 to CNC race type £101.26
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 Mini Spares genuine 
profile engine mount £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine 
mounting . . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Comprehensive range of 
road/rally/race gearbox parts 
including 5 speed gearbox and 
Evolution diffs. Only RHP and 
top quality bearings stocked. 
No cheap imports that fall apart!
Original market leading Evo crosspin diff 
Over 3,000 sold since 1994 .C-AJJ3385  . .£163.39
Competition baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . . . . . .£23.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

Clutches & Flywheels

AP clutch road and race
plus flywheel
Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £21.78
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £43.81
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS . £91.76
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . . £98.27
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . . £25.37
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . . £20.40
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.50
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £12.30
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355 . . . . . . . . . £18.28
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

WHITE

£30.30

Each

£4.20

As fitted from 1964 on
Grey 24A1750 £29.40
White24A2110 £30.30

Original pre ‘80s door mirrors. 
Flat glass, stainless steel head
Right hand - GAM215A £17.16 each 
Left hand - GAM216A £17.16 each
Also fits later cars using 
M90999 fitting kit £3.00

Original white backed type as 
fitted to post 1994 Minis. 
Pair £36.00 Order as GS25320
Black also available. Order as GS25319. Pair £30.62
All mirrors available separately

£17.16

GREY

£29.40

PAIR

£36.00

KYB/Kayaba Dampers
Std premium damper  . . . .each £14.78
Super gas damper 25%+ 
upgrade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each £24.01
KYB/Kayaba self-adj. gas shock £29.40
available only from us at a special price
for a set of 4 (Part MSSK3015)£108.00

Mini Spares Dampers
Mini Spares 28 point adjustables 
- front or rear

GAZ Dampers
Bump & rebound adjustable - front or rear

EACH

£46.20
EACH

£40.80

G-MAX Gas Dampers
Front or rear  . . . . . . . . . . .each £21.80
Bilstein B4 Dampers
Front 19-221694   . . . . . . . . . . .£21.59
Rear 19-221700  . . . . . . . . . . .£21.59

Evolution  Dampers
Top of the range 8 point adjustable 
743039  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each £53.59

Bilstein B36 Dampers
Performance non adjustable  
Front B36-037  . . . . . . . . . . . . .£69.30
Rear B36-0380  . . . . . . . . . . . .£69.30

Easier to set-up

EACH

£53.59

EACH

£69.30

EACH

£21.59

EACH

£14.78

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Forget all the poly and uprated bushes when different lower
arms or tie bars are fitted. What you need is an offset rubber bush
to compensate with the extra distortion caused when correcting
the geometry on Minis.
Car set of lower arm bushes. . . . £12.26   Part No C-STR632

Why buy from Mini Spares Centre?As the original and only true ‘Mini Spares” our sole business is to supply parts for the classic Mini and as the largest supplier of Mini spare parts in the world we make it our business to check the quality and fitment of all items available.
As a customer you have no idea what you are buying from some vendors who use original partnumbers, but you can be assured when purchasing from us the part has been tried, tested andclearly described - if there are any problems we listen and react immediately - we getprofessional material analysis and testing done, plus trying the parts on our own or race Minis.

If a part is advertised cheaper than ours - it is probably inferior as the market is being swampedwith cheap, untried imports.  We take the spurious parts problem seriously by taking theproblem away from you, ensuring our prices are rarely beaten on like for like quality.
Maybe this is why we were voted No1 for Best Aftermarket Supplier, BestTuning Product Retailer and Best Mini Website, by Mini Magazine readers?

Suspension 
Cone
The only 
genuine 
cone springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. 
Order as FAM3968. . . . . . . .£40.69

www.minispares.com

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.56
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £49.14
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no
breakages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

Body, Mechanical & TrimCATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2 catalogue. Completely re-written to include all models from 1959-2000.

Now 219 fully 
illustrated pages.
If you've got a Mini 

you need an AKM2 which has received rave reviews.

£7.50

NEW!

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

We stock all 
standard 
and performance parts

Cooper S Distributor
Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves. 
Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor
arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £70.20
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . . . from £56.65
All the best or good quality distributors and parts
stocked for road and race

From
£1947.89

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £79.20
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

8 Port Head Kit

Visit the official
MiniSpares.com 

website for
pictures,

downloads,
catalogues,

current prices &
special deals

Buy on-line at
www.minispares.com 

or visit one of our 3 official outlets

The World’s Largest Mini Parts Stockist

Check out our 
updated website

See website for
up to date prices

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

IMPORTANT! Mini Spares - NORTH
We are closing Mini Spares - North, in
Harrogate, to relocate to a larger wharehouse
with easy access from main roads. It should
be open and 
ready by April 2015.

New address will be...
Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business park
York Y026 QU. Watch for further details.

Mini Spares - NORTH

Mini Spares - MIDLANDS

Sales Showroom & Mail Order

HEAD OFFICE (London - A1M/M25)
Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar, Herts. 
EN6 3JN (Close to A1M & M25)

Tel: 01707 607700 (UK)
Tel: (+44)1707 607702 (Export)
Fax: 01707 656 786
Email: sales@minispares.com

Visit our branches...

Unit 6, 2 Freeman’s Way. Wetherby Rd.
Harrogate, North Yorks. HG3 1DH
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

“This is amazing! Only 24 hours from

order to delivery in Poland. Good job guys!”  

Artur Szczegóła - POLAND

From our 
Customers...

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

or

£23.04
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

May magazine – 1st April
June magazine – 1st May
July magazine – 1st June

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H)                                                                                                                                              
chairman@minicooper.org  

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter                                                                                                                                           
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, 
Hants, SO31 8FJ                                                                
02380 560073 (H)

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman                                                                                                                                          
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun, 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN                                                                                                                   
01302 883550 (H)                                                                                                   
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage                                                                                                                                           
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley 
Wood, Birmingham, B37 7NE                                                                          
0121 680 1814 (H)                                                                                                                    
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register                                                                                          
Robert Young - See Chairman

Appendix K Register                                                                                                                              
Russell Earnshaw                                                                                                                                         
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, 
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899                                                                                                         
russell.earnshaw@adp-architects.com 

Cooper S MK I Register                                                                                                                           
Simon Wheatcroft                                                                                                                                     
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539                                                                                                               
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com 

Cooper MK I Register                                                                                                                             
Barbara Alexander                                                                                                                             
Kilmeston, 39 Newgate Lane, Peel Common,  
Fareham, Hants, PO14 1BQ                                                                                                                                              
01329 665434                                                                                               
barbaraalexander945@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK II Register                                                                                                                                         
Nick Hunter                                                                                                                                           
01785 813693                                                                                                     
nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net 

Cooper MK II Register                                                                                                                           
Graham E Robinson                                                                                                                                        
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering,  
Essex, SS3 0HW                                                                       
01702 219298                                                                                        
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK III Register                                                                                                                        
Simon Wheatcroft                                                                                                                                 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar

Rover Cooper Register                                                                                                                      
John Parnell                                                                                                                                          
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, 
London N21 1JE  020 8886 8226                                                                                                       
rovercooper@minicooper.org 

Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register                                                                                         
Steve Burkinshaw                                                                                                                                       
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD                                                                                               
01923 855971                                                                                                                     
stevebee49@live.co.uk 

Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register                                                                                                      
David Davies                                                                                                                                           
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF                                                                                            
01244 332282                                                                                                                 
daviddavies15@sky.com 

Innocenti Cooper Register                                                                                                                  
Foster Charlton                                                                                                                                         
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019                                                                                                           
gingerfoss@hotmail.com 

Mini Super Register                                                                                                                                   
Garry Dickens                                                                                                                                        
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
dickens.garry@gmail.com  

1275GT Register                                                                                                                                         
Suzy Kinsman                                                                                                                                          
15 The Drive, Woolavington, Somerset, TA7 8EJ                                                                                
07899 067025                                                                                                       
1275gt@minicooper.org  

New MINI Cooper Register                                                                                                               
Martyn Collins                                                                                                                                          
121 Tamworth Road, Hertford, Herts, SG13 7DN                                                                                
07989 683654                                                                                                       
martyn.collins@gmail.com                                                                                                                                     

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org forum.minicooper.org 

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Website and Forum 
Graham W Robinson                                                                                                                                         
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma                                                                                                                                        
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB                                                                      
0208 898 9476 (H)                                                                                                    
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration  
Sarah Monk                                                                                                                                 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House,   
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284                                                                                          
mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk 

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H)                                                                                                                                              
membership@minicooper.org  

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard                                                                                                                                          
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD                                                                                                                
01304 330715 (H)                                                                                                   
events@minicooper.org                                                                                                                                      

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss                                                                                                                                             
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG
01730 818336 (H)                                                                                                   
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter                                                                                                                                           
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H)                                                                                                                                              
regalia@minicooper.org 

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb         
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH                                                                                                                                     
07834 081697                                                                                                                                           
regions@minicooper.org 

Public Relations 
Paul Sulma                                                                                                                                        
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB                                                                      
0208 898 9476 (H)                                                                                                    
editor@minicooper.org                                                                                                                                           

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt                                                                                                                                          
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ
01923 816757                                                                                                                       
cars@minicooper.org                                                                                                                         

Non Designated Committee Members 
Ken Hunter 01344 772446 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist                                                                                                                                           
Robert Young - See Chairman

Heritage Liaison                                                                                                                                    
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary 

DVLA V765 Contact 
(Vehicle Registration Recovery)  
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476   
email - v765@minicooper.org 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert.indd   1 12/03/2015   16:36
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 



EDITORIAL
A s I type this editorial on a sunny 

and warm early spring day, my 
thoughts are turning to the summer 
to come when we can put the winter 
behind us. This is also a time that 
many of us will be thinking of our 
cars and what we might need to do 
to them in the coming weeks and 
months in terms of restoration, or 
fettling for the show season. Of 
course the show that is not to be 
missed is our very own National Mini 
Cooper Day at Beaulieu. Tony Salter 

is the man in charge of organising the show and has written an 
update on how the arrangements for the show are progressing. 
So, I will not take the wind out of his sails by giving you too many 
details here with the exception of saying that we have, this year, 
taken the decision for tickets to be only available for purchase via 
the internet. Therefore, if you wish to buy advance tickets just 
follow the links on the MCR website.

Turning to what’s in this issue of the magazine, Willy Cave, one of 
our honorary members, has submitted an interesting report on his 
experiences navigating for a second year for Al Vines on this year’s 
Monte Carlo Historique Rallye. Participating in this event is quite a 
feat for anyone but Willy celebrated his 88th birthday whilst he was 
on the rally! – Now that alone is an achievement in itself. Then I must 
mention Chris Paton’s article on the rally too which he has written 
from the view point of the recce crew for Al and Willy, doubling up as 

a dry run for Chris and his friend for when they participate in the 
rally themselves. It’s an interesting eye opener as to what you are 
getting yourself into if you fancy having a go too. Then, covering the 
same event, we have an interesting article from John Smith on one 
of the starting points of the rally in Glasgow.

There are a couple of reports on the Race Retro show which was 
held at the end of February, one written by our chairman, Robert 
Young, and the other by Cliff Porter the regional contact for the 
Warwickshire region but you will find his report in the Regional 
Reports section of the magazine.

Our chairman has certainly been busy on his computer this month 
and submitted another article covering the release of some 
interesting new ‘toy’ model Minis. I won’t say any more here but to 
direct you to read his article if you are also particularly interested in 
the world of model cars too.

Finally, I will finish by reporting that this year’s Editor’s award goes 
to Nick Hunter. Nick, as you will all no doubt know, is our Cooper 
S Mk 2 Registrar and has, in my time being editor of the magazine, 
never missed a month with a report which he usually sent to me on 
time and that counts a lot to an editor as you can appreciate when 
putting together a magazine. Not only that, Nick tries to come up 
with articles on different subjects which always make for good and 
informative reading. So, thanks Nick for all your efforts they are 
very much appreciated.

Paul Sulma  
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Minis to Ireland
17 September – 24 September 2015

The Mini Cooper Register will be promoting our second Touring Assembly to Ireland in 2015. The event will run along the lines of 
our much acclaimed Minis to Monte format, with a fully detailed Tulip road book and back up service provided by the organisers.

The event will start and finish in the UK at the Fishguard ferry port, where we will journey over to Rosslare in Ireland to begin 
our seven day tour, using some of the best and scenic motoring roads Ireland has to offer. This year we are majoring on the 
spectacular peninsulars on the west coast of Ireland.

This is the planned itinerary for the approximate 1200 mile route:

Thursday 17 September  - 2.30 pm boat from Fishguard to Rosslare in Ireland, staying in Co. Wexford. 
Friday 18 September  - Leave the hotel and travel across to the west of Ireland staying outside Kenmare at Sneem  

  for three nights. 
Saturday 19 September  - Circular tour taking in Healy Pass, Mizen Head etc. on the western peninsulars and   

  returning to Sneem.  
Sunday 20 September  - Circular tour, this time on the Dingle peninsular and returning to Sneem.
Monday 21 September  - Leave hotel and travel via the Tarbut Ferry up to Connemara to stay two nights at   

  the Renvyle House Hotel.
Tuesday 22 September  - Circular route to Westport and Achill Island returning to the Renvyle Hotel. 
Wednesday 23 September - Leave hotel and travel south west staying at the Ferrycarrig Hotel near Rosslare. 
Thursday 24 September  - Leave hotel early for 9 am boat from Rosslare back to Fishguard, UK. 

The entry fee per car, including the ferry crossing, for two people sharing a room, staying seven nights in premium quality 
hotels, including dinner every night and breakfast will be £1395. The entry is being restricted to 40 cars and holding deposits 
of £295 are now being taken to secure an early entry. Credit card payments are accepted with two further stage payment 
being required at the end of March and June.

Regulations will be available to download from the MCR website or can be requested from the Secretary of the meeting, who 
is now taking deposits. Secretary of the Meeting, Robert Young, Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 7NE.   
01580 763975 or chairman@minicooper.org 



kindly stepped forward to do the job as he reckoned the task could be 
linked to his job as Editor - and who was I to disagree.  Andrew Bond 
established a excellent rapport with the press during his time in this 
post and I’m sure Paul will do a similar good job for us. It is an important 
role, as we do need to keep the good word and publicity out there for 
the club. I feel confident Paul will do us proud and wish him the best 
of luck and thank him for offering to take this on. However, in closing, 
I find is disappointing that from our large membership we couldn’t find 
one person willing to step up and in the end had to rely on an existing 
Committee member, who already has a demanding role as Editor, to 
take on another. As always, it’s the same very small band of volunteers 
who do all the work for this club.

Membership numbers fortunately continue to increase, which is a 
really healthy sign, especially as most motor clubs show a decline in 

membership numbers. However, despite all the hard work in recruiting 
new members and the success of the club, we do still lose a good number 
of members. Despite encouraging people to join, and not to mention the 
attraction of receiving our superb magazine each and every month, come 
renewal time, we do lose people, many of whom only stay with us for a 
year. So clearly we must be falling short of their initial expectations – and 
that is a real worry. So what can we do? We have in the past sent out a 
Questionnaire, which has indicated areas we can improve upon, and we 
have always tried to take those points on board. We have now instigated 
sending out an email enquiry to those members who have left us to try 
to find out what went wrong for them. There will, of course, always be 
reasons where peoples’ circumstances change, be it selling the car or 
just cutting back on expenditure. We obviously need to do more to keep 
those who have joined us. So what are your thoughts? 

We have, at the time of writing, just three places left for the club’s 
Minis to Ireland run in September. Interest has been high for the 

forty places and with the route now fixed and the hotels booked, we 
are looking forward to a successful event. It is mainly centred around 
the peninsulas out on the Atlantic west coast, where the scenery is 
spectacular, as are the roads and, indeed, the hotels we have booked.  If 
you fancy grabbing one of these last three places, get in touch straight 
away to secure your place. It will be a memorable event I can assure you.

Robert Young  

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Beaulieu, by the time this edition of 
CooperWorld drops on your door 

mat, it will be just eleven weeks away. 
Now that we are in the electronic age, 
advanced tickets for Beaulieu can only 
be purchased on-line and printed off 
as e-tickets.  This saves us both time 
and money, and it is hoped many will 
opt for this quick and easy method to 
purchase tickets in advanced thus saving 
considerably on the day ticket rate. Visit 
the club’s website and follow the links. 

Last year we continued with postal ticket applications for Beaulieu 
but the take up was very small, so the decision was made to drop this 
expensive and time consuming way of buying tickets for this year. I 
hope that the few of you without the use of a computer can persuade 
offspring or friends to apply for tickets on your behalf. 

The ticket price has, for yet another year, been frozen and, once more, 
I must apologise that each person attending must have a ticket, as it is 
not just entrance per car - this is due to Beaulieu’s requirement, not 
ours. Also, if you wish to display your pride and joy, in the main displays, 
you should contact your relevant Registrar as soon as possible to book 
your place. As always, these spaces are restricted in number, so do let 
them know if you are interested.  Local Regions are, again, welcome 
to display as a group together and to do this you need to book your 
Regions place with Tony Salter, who will allocate areas for you to pitch 
your gazebos and park all together. You will, of course, all need to 
purchase tickets, either individually or as a group.

Beaulieu promises to be another great event and I’m sure the weather 
will be kind. Don’t forget, that Tony Salter still needs helpers to 
volunteer for the various jobs during the day to make it run smoothly.  
Tony is a past master at running this show for us but he can’t do it 
without help. ‘Your club needs you’, so do give Tony a ring and offer 
your services – he’ll give you his thanks and a free ticket for the day.

I’m happy to say that we have at last managed to get ourselves a 
Public Relations Officer, after several months of trying. The generous 

soul who volunteered is none other than your Editor, Paul Sulma. Paul 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during February

NEW MEMBERS

Alan & Karen Greig, Edinburgh

William Runciman, Henlow Camp, Beds

Chris & Tracey Sothers, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire

Simon Smith, Banglamung, Chonburi, Thailand

Andrew Walker, Pinner, Middlesex

Janet & Lionel Miller, Romsey, Hampshire

Ian Burgin, Halifax, West Yorkshire

A Shute, Caerphilly

Lee Churchman, Dunmow, Essex

Jason Hughes, Peacehaven, East Sussex

James Westwood, Grantham, Lincolnshire

Andrew & Sharon Sauvarin, Guernsey, Channel Islands

Angus Smith, Purley, Surrey 

Nick & Ben Walker, Abngdon, Oxon

Fiona Lawton & Chris Clougher, Walsall

Alice Mingo, Kingsbridge, Devon

Malcolm Johnson, Norwich, Norfolk

Rhidian Morgan, Swansea

Seain & Carol Johnson, Gainsborough, Lincolnshire

Cheryl & Martin Greenfield, Alton, Hampshire



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED
Unit 2 Broadfield Farm, Great Somerford, Chippenham, Wiltshire  Sn15 5El   Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316   Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk   Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk
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One late additional event to the calendar is the Historic Marathon 
Rally Show on the 31st May at the Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon. 
Cliff Porter will organise a club stand if sufficient interest is shown 
in having a stand by 8th May. Contact Cliff via email at warwick@
cliffdporter.co.uk.

We still also hope for a decent member attendance at the Silverstone 
Classic on the weekend of the 25/26th July 2015. Please contact John 
Price at SC15@icloud.com  for further details. 

That’s all for now!   

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715   
Tel: events@minicooper.org      

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

T he show season is upon us and it’s 
going to be a fun and busy summer! 

In April for Austin owners is the Pride of 
Longbridge show, held on the 18th April. 
Then on the 26th April do not forget 
Drive it day which is the Federation of 
British Historic Vehicle Clubs initiative. 
Check out their website for an event 
near you or just take your Mini out for 
the day and enjoy it. Loads of classic 
car owners will be out and about as in 
previous years. We have decided just 
to take ours to a country pub for lunch. 
See further details at http://www.fbhvc.
co.uk/heritage-culture-and-museums/

drive-it-day/ you can also buy generic or year based rally plates from 
www.dragonflyhouse.co.uk/driveit to help feel part of the occasion.

Then May sees a mad month with the second MK1 Performance 
Conversions Action Day at Blyton Park. This was a fabulous event 
last year and unfortunately on the same weekend as the DEWS 
Classic Car Show & Classic Run (Sat & Sun). Further details on both 
these events are in the very full events list. Also in May is the  British 
Mini Club’s day; the London to Brighton Mini Run where we will 
be with a full MCR display, and finally not forgetting the IMM in the 
Greater Island of Lake Zarasas, known as Little England, in north east 
Lithuania. A little too far for me personally but I do intend to travel to 
Belgium in 2016 and will organise an MCR camping area for that one!

EVENTS CALENDAR
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EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance

2015

April

Event: Coleford Carnival of Transport 2015  
Date: 6th April 2015 (Easter Monday) 
Location: Coleford, Gloucestershire, GL14  
Contact: http://www.colefordcarnivaloftransport.co.uk/

Event: Pride of Longbridge   
Date: 18th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge, 
B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

Event: Drive it Day    
Date: 26th April 
Location: Various all over the UK organised by the 
Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs  
Contact: http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/heritage-culture-and-
museums/drive-it-day/    
Rally plates from www.dragonflyhouse.co.uk/driveit

May

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day  
Date: 2nd- 3rd May    
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park for MK1 Mini’s 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.
co.uk/action-day.htm

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 1st-4th May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: 2nd – 3rd May (2nd Classic show & 3rd Run) 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, 
Downton, Wilts 
Contact: www.dewsc.org.uk   
MCR Club Stand Contact: Wilts. & Dorset Region  
malcsmf@btinternet.com

Event: Donington Historic Festival  
Date: 2nd-4th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Pallot’s Steam and Classic Fayre  
Date: 9th May 
Location: Rue de Bechet, Trinity, Jersey, JE3 5BE 
Contact: Mark Le Gallias - Jersey Region -  
mk1leg@hotmail.com

Event: British Mini Day   
Date: 10th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: London to Brighton Mini Run 2015 
Date: 17th May 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble  
Date: 16-17th May 
Location: Beaulieu, Hampshire    
Details: One of the UK’s largest autojumble’s. 
Contact: http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/beaulieu-
events/spring-autojumble

Event: Stirling and District Classic Car Show  
Date: 17th May 
Location: Bridge of Allan   
Details: Over 700 classic cars and autojumble 
Contact: Geoff Marr, MCR Scotland    
geoff.marr@btinternet.com    
http://www.sdccc.co.uk/index.php/show.html

Event: Dose of Vintage Classic & vintage Fair 
Date: 23rd May 
Location: Basingstoke Road, Alton, Hampshire 
Contact: www.doseofvintage.co.uk

Event: Kent Region get together and picnic! At the Deal 
Classic & Motor Show!    
Date: 24th May 
Location: Walmer Green, Deal 
Contact: Kent Region, Justin & Annmarie Ridyard,  
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Thistle Run    
Date: 24th May 
Location: TBC 
Contact: www.miniclan.com

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2015 
Date: 22-25th May 
Location: Greater Island of Lake Zarasas, known as 
Little England, in north east Lithuania 
Contact: www.imm2015.lt

Event: Historic Marathon Rally Show  
Date: 31st May 
Location: Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon, CV35 0BJ 
Contact: Warwickshire Region - Cliff Porter will 
organise a club stand if sufficient interest by 8th May.



Event: 27th London to Brighton Classic Car Run and 
15th London to Brighton Kit & Sports Car Run 
Date: 31st May 
Location: Royal Park at Greenwich to Madeira 
Drive, Brighton 
Contact: http://www.classicmotorevents.co.uk/

June

Event: Thirlestane Castle Historic Motoring Extravaganza 
Date: 7th June 
Location: Thirlestane Castle, Lauder. Over 500 classic 
cars expected for 2015. Static show with concours 
judging. Also includes an autojumble. It is open to all 
marques of Mini’s 
Contact: John Heatlie, MCR Scotland.     
Email: johnheatlie012@btinternet.com

Event: Wilton Classic and Supercar Show  
Date: 6th and 7th June 
Location: Wilton House, Wilton, Northants SP2 8PX 
Contact: http://www.wiltonclassicandsupercars.co.uk/

Event: Jersey International Motoring Festival (Sprint 
and Hill climbs and static displays)   
Date: 4th-7th June 
Location: Jersey (various) 
Contact: Mark Le Gallias - Jersey Region -  
mk1leg@hotmail.com Website at www.jimf.je 

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: Sunday 14th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINI’s. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org   
Tickets: http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/beaulieu-
events/club-rally/mini-cooper-rally

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 13th-14th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com 

Event: 2nd Summer Solstice   
Date: 20th June (Saturday) 
Location: Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb, Shelsley Walsh, 
WR6 6RP 
Contact: Victoria at The Replacement Service via  
T: 01905 330063 or     
E: victoria.rawlings@trsclaims.co.uk

Event: Eridge Park Classic Car Show  
Date: 21st June 
Location: Eridge Park, Tunbridge Wells 
Contact: chris.m.wynne@btinternet.com

Event: MG Live featuring Competitions 60  
Date: 20th-21st June 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: Saturday will be the feature day when 
ex-BMC Competitions staff/drivers etc have been 
invited along. MG Car Club are planning to offer 
associated club (e.g.MCR)  members discounted 
entry tickets. http://www.mgcc.co.uk/mglive/

Event: Festival of Speed   
Date: 26th-28th June 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Mini Festival 2015 (South)  
Date: 28th June 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/   
events@minicooper.org

Event: MCR Scotland Breakfast Run & Meeting  
Date: 28th June 
Location: Start:  Powmill Milk Bar (near Dollar) 9 AM.   
Finish:  Murrayshall Hotel, Scone, Perth 12:30 PM. 
Open to all marques of Mini’s.  There will be a meeting 
at 12:30 at Murrayshall Hotel for those that just want 
to attend a meeting and not the run. 
Contact: ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

July

Event: Champagne Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 4th-5th July 
Location: Champagne Region, France 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

Event: Thames Valley Road Run to the Haynes Motor 
Museum     
Date: 5th July 
Location: Sparkford, Somerset BA227LH 
Contact: Contact the Thames Valley region at   
thames_valley@minicooper.org

Event: Miniworld Live (for Mini’s and MINI’s) 
Date: 5th July 
Location: Rockingham Raceway, Corby, 
Northamptonshire NN17 5AF 
Contact: http://www.miniworld.co.uk/

Event: Wheels of Yesteryear Rally   
Date: 5th July 
Location: Mining Museum, Newtongrange and 
finishes (via Glenkinchie distillery) at Lennoxlove 
House.  Rally, static show and concours. 
Contact: http://www.wheelsofyesteryear.org.uk/
events.html

Event: Glamis Castle – Vintage Vehicle Extravaganza.  
Date: 11th - 12th July 
Location: Glamis Castle, Forfar, Angus. Autojumble, 
Rally, static show and concours.  Open to all MCR 
members and marques of Mini’s.  Attendance 
can be one or both days.     
Website: http://www.glamis-castle.co.uk/events.cfm 
Contact: Scottish Region. Ben & Patricia Webb  
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk to reserve a place!

Event: Lavender Run    
Date: 19th July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Classic Nostalgia at Shelsley Walsh inc. Hillclimb 
Date: 18th-19th July 
Location: Shelsley Walsh, Worcester 
Contact: http://www.shelsley-walsh.co.uk/events/
content.asp?s=21&ei=406&nei=25

Event: Kent Region get together and picnic! At the 
Bearsted Classic Car Show for Kent Air Ambulance. 
Date: 19th July 
Location: Bearsted Green Nr Maidstone. 
Contact: Kent Region, contact Justin & Annmarie 
Ridyard, email: h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Silverstone Classic   
Date: 24th, 25th and 26th July (Club presence Sat 
25th! One day only!) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price sc_15@icloud.com

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill   
Date: 31st July – 2nd August 
Location: Marley Eternit Social Club, Whaddon 
Road, Meldreth 
Contact: Trevor knowles.madhouse@virgin.net

August

Event: Croft Nostalgia   
Date: 8th – 9th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car and 
military vehicle show 
Contact: http://www.croftmilitary.co.uk/

Event: Mini Festival 2015 (North)  
Date: 8th August 
Location: Oulton Park 
Contact: Oulton Park    
http://www.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park   
Date: 15th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Biggar Rally    
Date: TBC 16th August 
Location: Biggar. Rally, static car show, concours and 
autojumble.  Camping also available.   
Website: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally  
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: MCR Coopers at Castle Combe Track Day 
Date: 22nd August 
Location: Castle Coombe, Chippenham, Wiltshire 
Contact: Graham Robinson  
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 30th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

September

Event: Bo’ness Hillclimb Revival   
Date: 5th-6th September 
Location: Bo’ness Circuit, Kinneil House. Historic 
hillclimb, static car show, concours.   
http://www.bonesshillclimb.org.uk/ 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Beaulieu International Autojumble  
Date: 5 & 6th September 
Location: Beaulieu, Hampshire 
Details: One of the UK’s largest autojumble’s 
Contact: http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/beaulieu-
events/international-autojumble

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting  
Date: 11th-13th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: 13th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Minis to Ireland    
(A few places left)    
Date: 17th – 24th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: chairman@minicooper.org

Event: RAF Mini Club – Battle of Britain Run  
Date: 19th September 
Location: Various – Watford to Folkestone 
Contact: RAF Mini Club on Facebook.

Event: Rally Car Day   
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Brian Davage -  bridavage@gmail.com

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: 19th-20th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or   
Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: 26th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

October

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally  
Date: 17th October 
Location: Newcastle area 
Contact: Niall Cook – Newcastle & Durham Region  
naillcook@tiscalli.co.uk

Event: British Mini Fair 2   
Date: 18th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

November

Event: MCR Club Meeting – Scottish Region  
Date: 1st November, 12 PM 
Location: The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel, 
Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 13-15th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

February 2016

Event: London Classic Car Show   
Date: 18-21st February 2016 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/
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EVENTS

National Mini Cooper Day, Beaulieu 
Sunday 14th June 2015 – An update

Plans for our National Mini Cooper day at Beaulieu this year are now well under way.  
The registrars will be seeking members with suitable cars for their display stands, 
trunk trade pitches can now be booked, advance tickets are selling well but, as 
always, I am in need of help on the day to make the show happen. 

Advance tickets
Buying advance tickets could not be easier, simply go to the club website www.
minicooper.org and follow the link for Beaulieu.  Within this there is a further link that 
takes you to the Beaulieu ticket line, hosted by Beaulieu themselves.  You will be pleased 
to know that ticket prices have been held for the 4th year in a row and offer a good 
saving against ‘on the gate’ prices and even more so on Beaulieu’s own admission prices.

Volunteers
As I mentioned above, an essential part of the show is having a sufficient number of 
volunteer marshals without whom the show could not exist.  Only a couple of hours 
per person are required and you get the opportunity to greet the many people coming 
to the show. If you are able to help please call me on 02380 560073 or email me on 
beaulieu@minicooper.org. A lunch voucher, free entry and my thanks await you.

Trunk trading
Trunk traders are those who are selling non trade and sell from the back of a car and 
so no tables or vans are allowed.  This is purely to help those who have accumulated 
more parts than they need and want to dispose of the excess.  To book a pitch, which 
will cost you £10, please contact me as above.  Entry on the day is available but will 
cost you an extra £5.

Concours 
Once again, this year the concours will be placed in the central arena.  The classes for those who are interested are listed below.  It is 
easy to enter in advance; again via the club’s website or, alternatively, on the day if there is sufficient room in the classes.

Class 1 Master Class Mini Cooper, Mini Cooper, S Innocenti
Class 2 Mini Cooper S produced up to 1971, all Innocenti 1300 Coopers
Class 3 Mini Cooper produced up to 1969, all 1000cc Innocenti Coopers
Class 4 Modified but not customised Mini Cooper (produced up to 1969), Mini Cooper S (produced up to 1971) and Innocenti Coopers.
Class 5 Rover mini Cooper 1990 onwards
Class 6 Rover Mini Cooper 1990 onwards modified and customized
Class 7 Any other Mini including customised Coopers up to December 1980
Class 8 Any other Mini 1980 onwards excluding Rover Coopers
Class 9 Mini Cooper and S 2001 onwards

Each class winner and runner up will receive an award (subject to there being sufficient entries).

In addition there are two prominent awards.  The John White Cup, awarded by our own Head judge, John White, to the car of his 
choice.  Also the Beaulieu Cup awarded to the car deemed to be the best in the concours by the team of judges.

Unrelated to the concours, but still relevant are two other awards made at the show.

The Graham Allen Trophy is for the ‘spirit of the show’ award.  As an example, the trophy was awarded to Simon Drew last year in 
recognition of his outstanding work in preparing a number of cars coming to the show from Scotland. 

The John Kelly Trophy is awarded to the car (a MK1 Cooper or S) that exemplifies John’s approach to Cooper ownership.  A car that is 
in good roadworthy order, well used, but not a show queen.

The date to remember for the show is the 14th June.  Let’s hope the weather is kind to us as it was last year.

Hope to see you there.

Tony Salter  

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.
Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers

Our National Show at Beaulieu 
is but a few months away                                                    

and volunteers are required to 
help with the parking duties. 

In return for two to three hours work you 
will receive free entry to the show and all 

the Beaulieu attractions.  We will also supply 
a meal and drink ticket and should the 

weather be very warm (let’s hope so!) plenty 
to drink of the non alcoholic variety.

If you are interested in
helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073
alternatively email me on
beaulieu@minicooper.org

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble.   We will have an 
area reserved for private autojumbling from 
a non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £15 in advance, or £20 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket.   

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter (02380 560073).

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 

website www.minicooper.org and send to 
Ken Hunter (details on form).

If you do not have access to a computer
call Ken on 01344 772446 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket. 

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to 
renew your membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form 
with your renewal notification, 

if you have not already signed up to this 
form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about renewing 

in the future as this will be 
done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker 
but you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS
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The second Mk1 Performance Action Day takes place on the 2nd and 3rd 
of May at Blyton Park circuit in Lincolnshire, with all proceeds going to the 
Alzheimer’s Society. This year there will be two full days of classic Mini 
track action, special display cars, Works Minis,  MCR display, Maximum 
Mini display, show and shine, car clubs, Mini only parking, trade area 
and more. Special guests this year include some legendary drivers such 
as; Gordon Spice, Warwick Banks, Anita Taylor, Barry Hawkins, Barrie 
Williams and BMC Works navigator Mike Wood who will be treating us 
to one of his colourful Works slide shows on Saturday evening. Camping 
facilities on site, restaurant and a kart track for the kids!

We will be running two different ‘open pit’ track layouts this year, one on 
each day, and limited spaces are still available at £119 per day from Javelin 
Track Days. A password will be required, available by contacting me on 
flan1275@aol.com 

Pete Flanagan

mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk
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Mk1 Performance Conversions Action Day
2nd & 3rd May 2015 at Blyton Park Circuit Lincolnshire
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Sunday May 3rd 2015

I am again offering to organise an MCR presence at 
this marvellous Midlands racing circuit on Sunday 
May 3rd. I am after members who would like to 
show their vehicles at this meeting, and it will be 
on a first come first served basis as space is always 
limited due to all the classic car clubs who take part.

Details of discounted ticket deals for attendees 
will follow.
More general information is available from the 
official Donington website    
www.doningtonhistoric.com
To contact me phone 01664 566614 and leave a 
message or email me on jfilor@talktalk.net with 
your contact and car details.
 
Thank you.
Jerry Filor

Donington 
Historic Festival

Mini Cooper Members’ Discount  
 

Digi-Cam with ‘Crash Detectives’  £79 
Everything you need for an in-car witness. 
Including a range of mounts and SD card. 

                     Plus access to accredited expert forensic crash investigators 
never know when you might need their  services. 

              CLUB RECOVERY with CHIPnTRAC £89 
                 GPS/SMS tracker controlled by your mobile phone. 
                  Free monitoring service if your car is stolen. 
                              COMBO Buy Both £149 

RBS Propertymarking  01474 350 883 
www.rbs-propertymarking.co.uk 

Click on CLUBS then Mini and the password  tran998 
 

 



RACE RETRO 2015 By Robert Young

Race Retro, held at its usual venue at the Stoneleigh Park 
Agricultural showground in mid February, was again a great 

success, with visitor numbers just shy of 30,000 being slightly up 
on last year. Run now by Live Promotions, the event seems little 
changed from previous years. We still have the Autojumble, which 
seems to diminish in size year on year, out in the frozen wastes of 
Hall 4 – which is a posh name for an open barn!

Mini interest was limited, with only three cars on display. Honorary 
member Barrie Williams had his 120 MNP rally car on the Hagerty 
stand. Paddy Hopkirk, another of our honorary members, had his 
Classic Marathon winning 6 EMO on Alec Pool’s Tour Britannia stand 
and finally club member, Paul Roberts, had his Ex-Works Mini, 569 
FMO on Bill Price’s hastily assembled display commemorating 60 
years of the BMC/BL Competitions Department, which also had a 
Works Healey and Works TR7 on display.

We were also treated by three of our other club members out on the 
Rally stage. Pat Walker entertained the crowd, in bitter conditions, with 
two of his cars; the Ex-Works Mini Cooper 977 ARX, and his potent 
South African 8 port Mini. Both were going extremely well. ‘Jumping’ 
Geoff Williamson was out in his Cooper S powered 1275GT. And 
finally we had Jim Partridge in his Eddie Stobart FIA Group N car, in its 
distinctive green and red paintwork. The stage was revised slightly this 
year, with the deletion of the chicane, so speeds were higher and with 
cars being set off in quick succession, some of the slower cars were 
being caught by the faster boys. Great fun all the same.

The display of cars, from both racing and rallying was of a high 
standard and, although motorbikes are not my thing, they were 
well represented with some lovely glittering machines. Artists, book 
sellers, model cars and engineering companies, together with many 

EVENTS
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Paddy Hopkirk’s Marathon winning 6EMO

Barrie Williams’ Welsh winning 120MNP

Bill Price’s BMC 60 display



motorsport equipment and parts suppliers 
always fill the three main halls – all ready to 
take your money. As usual, most of my funds 
went on Ted Walker’s stand where his ‘Ferret 
Fotographic’ business never fails to turn up 
unseen images of race and rallycars to boost 
my collection.

Friday is always a good day to go, if you wish 
to people spot, as the ‘Ecurie Cod Fillet’ 
traditionally have their reunion lunch on the 
Friday, where a reported 90 veterans from the 
great days of rallying come together under the 
guidance of Mike Broad. It was good to see a 
good few of our honorary members attending 
and to chat to them on Bill Price’s stand, which 
seemed to be a collecting point for all those 
connected with BMC. Stuart Turner, always 
worthy of listening to, said he loved coming 
to this lunch as he enjoyed being the youngest 
one there – but had the wind taken out of his 
sails when a young lad asked for his autograph 
and thought that he was Tony Mason! 

Willy Cave, fresh from guiding Al Vines to the 
top British car and first Mini in Al’s Ex-Works 
Mini CRX89B on the Monte Historic, was 
as always, on top form. For a gentleman of 
88 years, his energy and stamina is amazing. 
It was also good to see two other BMC 

EVENTS
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Stuart Turner, Bill Price and Paddy Hopkirk

Ferret Fotographics gold mine of 
archive photographs

Multitude of Autojumble on offer

Paul Roberts’ 569FMO on Bill Price’s display

Jeff Williamson in his 1275GT

Mike Wood, Stuart Turner and Paul Easter with 
Bill Price in the background



navigators, Paul Easter and Mike Wood 
enjoying the show and exchanging tales of the 
Alpine Rally of old of just how fast and hard 
the event was. Great days, so I’m told.

At the Silverstone Auction, for those after a new 
toy, you would have been spoilt for choice if 
you had wanted a Porsche 911, as there were 
no less than twenty of them on offer; probably 
feeding off the spectacular price hike Porsches 
have benefited from over the last year or so. 
Onto more humble cars, there was but one Mini 
for sale. A rather nice RSP Mini with just 264 
miles on its clock – amazing. Guided at between 
£16,000 and £20,000, it failed to find a willing 
buyer. That was also the case for the BMC 
transporter offered for sale with a guide price of 
between £60,000 and £80,000. That too went 
home unsold. However, most lots sold well and 
the auction house reported a 78% sale rate, 
netting £3.62m, considerably up on last year, so 
the classic car market is still buoyant.

Looking around the show however, it does lack 
what the NEC Classic Motor Show has, and 
that’s representation from motor clubs. Sure 
there were a few there, but not many. The 
MCR have attended a few times, in the show’s 
early years, but the cost for a stand became 
prohibitive. So, perhaps Live Promotions should 
do something to encourage car clubs to attend. 
That way more people would attend which 
would, no doubt, please all the stall holders and 
in particular the Autojumblers. Then perhaps 
we would have a few more of them setting up 
shop – just as long as they wrapped up warm!

Robert Young

Photos - Robert Young, 
Action photos - David Young

EVENTS
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Pat Walker in 977ARX

Pat Walker in 8 porter

Jim Partridge in his Eddie Stobart car
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Sunday 31st May 2015

Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon, CV35 0BJ

RALLY LEGENDS TO REUNITE AT

HISTORIC MARATHON RALLY SHOW

Legendary rally drivers, navigators and cars that competed in Marathon and other International Rallies will reunite for the Historic Marathon 
Rally Show on Sunday 31st May at the Heritage Motor Centre at Gaydon, Warwickshire.

This event, free to the public, will celebrate the spirit and endeavours of those men, women and cars 
that competed in International Rallies pre-1982 with emphasis on Marathon Rallies of this period such 
as the 1968 London to Sydney Marathon, the 1970 London to Mexico World Cup Rally, the 1974 
London-Sahara-Munich World Cup Rally, and the second London to Sydney Marathon of 1977.

In addition, there will be a tribute to the Endurance Rally Association’s fantastic Pirelli Classic Marathons 
of 1988-91, organised by Philip Young, who is generally credited with having kick-started the historic 
rally movement, together with a celebration of the East African Safari Rallies of the ‘70s and ‘80s.

Organised by the team behind WCR40, the hugely popular and successful rally day held to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of the 1970 London to Mexico World Cup Rally, the Historic 

Marathon Rally Show will give fans an up-close snapshot of motorsport history.

This is a celebration and we’re inviting the owners of as many genuine Historic Rally cars, the personalities and competitors that drove and 
navigated them, and their team members to a fantastic reunion.

“The stories and memories shared will show the tenacity, courage and vision that both factory teams, private competitors and support 
crews showed at a time when the world was a much larger place and when lands were much less travelled.”

Inside the Heritage Motor Centre there will be lively Q&A sessions, a model car display, 
unseen film footage of the period, interviews with competitors, reunions galore and seminars.

Outside will see parades of the cars involved, club and trade stands and a whole host of 
interactive opportunities for the public to get up close and personal and experience what it 
was like to be a part of those wonderful days of Rallying.

The event is supported by Club Triumph, who will host a display of their cars, and sponsored 
by the Endurance Rally Association, who will feature cars, people and stories from the 1988 
Pirelli Classic Marathon, the first ‘modern’ international event for historic cars, as well as 
taking in other ERA events such as London to Cape Town and Peking to Paris.

The Historic Marathon Rally Show is at the Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon CV35 0BJ. Entry into the show is free but the normal Heritage 
Museum entry fees apply for anyone wishing to visit.. Doors open at 10am with free parking. For more information and the latest show 
news, visit www.historicmarathonrallyshow.com.

Owners of Historic cars and personalities should contact
Ted Taylor ted.taylor@bigfoot.com or Ken Green on 01922 452608
Promotion and publicity Michael Ryman mkryman@btinternet.com
Traders contact Secretary Andrew Newman acao@btinternet.com

Clubs who would like a stand should contact the Chairman Ted Taylor



Over the past 5 years, the Scottish Start of the Monte Carlo Rallye 
Historique has attracted a very fine and varied selection of classic 

cars, and the 2015 start at Paisley Abbey was no exception, with entries 
from across the UK, Australia and Switzerland. Among the cars were 
Hillman Imps built at nearby Linwood, Opels, Escorts, Porsches, Austins, 
Triumphs, Fiats, Volvos and of course Minis. 

8 cars were official entries in the full Rallye, all sporting official Plaques 
and ‘Glasgow’ stickers, and naturally, were first across the start ramp. 
The remaining cars were participating in the three runs organised by the 
Caledonian Classic & Historic Motorsport Club. 15 cars were running 
on the inaugural Ecosse – Reims tour whilst the remaining 50 cars were 
scheduled to run on the 2 Heritage Runs, to either Luss, on Loch Lomond-
side, or to the Borders stop in Auldgirth Inn to the north of Dumfries. 

Only 5 Minis were stickered up amongst the classic cars assembled at 
‘tricolored’ Paisley Abbey on January 28th for the ‘Glasgow’ start of 
the 2015 Monte Carlo Rallye Historique, with only one Mini among 
the official Rallye starters. That honour went to a fine specimen all 
the way from Switzerland. Their Mini was voted best in show at the 
2103 IMM in Mugello. Fabrice Redard had brought his immaculate 1963 
Mini Cooper 1071 S to experience a Scottish Winter – although by the 
end of the evening they felt at home as the Alpine conditions set in! 

  
A very classy car. Michel and Fabrice are very keen to join the Mini 
Cooper Register – expect an application! 

The 4 other Minis, all on the Heritage Runs, were, Car 12, David Watson in 
the Anniversary  Cooper,  Car 29 with Peter Bryson in his yellow Cooper S 
- both heading for Luss; Car 8, Craig Ritchie’s Green Cooper and me in Car 
34 - Alice, my Rover Cooper Mpi, - both heading for Auldgirth Inn.   

Scottish Start of the 2015 Monte Carlo Historique Rallye
By John Smith
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Tricolour abbey

Fabrice Redard’s 1071 Cooper ‘s’

1071 engine bay

1071 Cock pit 

Start ramp



The wintry weather forecast for the area meant numbers were down 
on last year’s event but the enthusiasm was still evident as the route 
from the ramp to the main road was still lined with cheering crowds for 
the 19:00 official start. Small groups of enthusiasts were also to be seen 
along the route to the south - brave souls indeed. Once again it was well 
organised, the people of Paisley were very welcoming, and despite the 
weather I made it all the way through wintry Ayrshire, to Auldgirth Inn, 
just North of Dumfries. 

When I arrived home in the wee small hours of the morning, the grille 
and spots carried the evidence of the deteriorating conditions on the 
way back to Glasgow. 

Welcome to Alpine Scotland – and that’s in the Lowlands! 

John Smith
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Fabrice and Michel

Alice’s icy front!
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Works Mini Models By Robert Young

It has been a very long while since we had an article on Mini models in CooperWorld and in 
fact, even longer since we had the regular model column we once had – anyone fancy doing 

a regular article on Mini models? Our editor will be delighted to hear from you.

I’m a collector of Mini models and have been so for years, but now just restrict myself to 
collecting the1/43 scale model, mainly because the 1/36 scale ones were just too big, too 
plentiful and all the same. So I sold all of those to make more space for the smaller models. 
Sadly, I’ve run out of space again, but I’ve been a bit out of touch with what’s out there of 
late, so I’ve just not bought any for a while, until a visit to Race Retro where I saw all the 
new models on offer.

Well Vitesse, always one of my favourite model makers, have been very busy whilst I have 
had my back turned. They seem to have produced a healthy crop of Works Minis in 1/43 
scale – ten in all. Most are probably in the shops already but a couple are still awaited (due 
February 2015) so may well hit the high street any day now.

As always these days, models sell themselves on their accuracy and in the detail that 
the modeller builds in. All ten of these models are very accurate and well detailed, with 
number plates and rally plates being faithfully represented. And because of the additional 
light configuration these cars wore, these too have been correctly detailed – complete 
with headlamp protector straps where needed. Altogether this is a fine selection of cars. 
These all retail at around £30 but a search on that well known internet site should save 
you a fiver or so. 

Perhaps this may be the start of Vitesse slowly going through the entire Works Mini list and 
producing all 75 of them!  I however doubt it, but in the meantime, I’m going to have to find 
some more shelf space. 

Below is a list of the models and their numbers but also have a close look at the photos of them.

Model no 43330 33 EJB Paddy Hopkirk 1964 Monte Competition number 37

Model no 43331 569 FMO Rauno Aaltonen 1964 Monte Competition number 105

Model no 43332 570 FMO Timo Makinen 1964 Monte Competition number 182

Model no 43333 AJB 44B Timo Makinen 1965 Monte Competition number 52

Model no 43334 CRX 91B Paddy Hopkirk 1965 Monte Competition number 56

Model no 43335 CRX 88B Rauno Aaltonen 1965 Monte Competition number  273

Model no 43336 GRX 555D Timo Makinen 1966 Monte Competition number 2

Model no 43337 LBL 66D Timo Makinen 1967 Monte Competition number 144

Model no 43338 LBL 6D Rauno Aaltonen 1967 Monte Competition number 177

Model no 43339 CRX 90B Don Morley 1965 Monte Competition number 72

Robert Young

MINI MODEL REVIEW

Vitesse 43337

Vitesse 43330

Vitesse 43331

Vitesse 43332

Vitesse 43333

Vitesse 43334 Vitesse 43335 Vitesse 43336
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Website and Forum Corner By Graham W. Robinson - Webmaster

The new MCR forum went live last November and has now been 
up and running for about 3 months or so and, although initially 

there was a good level of activity on the forum, it has not progressed 
more recently to the sort of level of activity that I was expecting it 
to, and would have liked to have seen by now. I am not sure why 
this is the case as there appears to be nothing much wrong with it. 
We don’t seem to get any gripes and it has not been bedevilled with 
bugs. So, given it is accepted that it is a good forum I’m uncertain as 
to the reasons why we find ourselves in this position.

As you read this, I guess we will have around 800 forum users 
which are more than enough users to have some good discussion 
going on. Having said that, it comes down to just a few who 
contribute on a regular basis. So, what of the rest of those who 
have registered on the forum? What was their reason for joining? 
It cannot be that they just want to read the posts made, since 
around 90% of them are visible to anyone arriving at http://
mcrforum.minicooper.org. I could more understand it if we had a 
closed forum and the content was only visible to registered forum 
members but it’s not. The vast majority of it is available to anyone 
who has access to the internet. Whilst I make the point that the 
majority of posts on our forum are currently made by regular 
contributors, this seems to be the case with nearly all the forums 
I’ve seen so we are not alone in being in this situation.

Could it be that we are suffering from the once bitten twice shy 
syndrome when it comes to the MCR forum? Many who had joined 
the old forum, whether they were MCR members or not, may 
have got so fed up with trying to use it that they either now refuse 
to re-join the new forum or can’t be bothered to join because 
they look upon it as a waste of time? So, ‘if the cap fits’ (!) perhaps 
I could ask you to revisit the forum? You might be pleasantly 
surprised at what you find!

There are no doubt other Mini forums out there that have not 
suffered the problems that we have and, hence are in a much 
healthier position all round especially in terms of forum users. If 
that’s the case then there isn’t much that we can do other than have 
patience as the total number of registered users slowly increases. 
With more users hopefully the snowball effect will play a part in 
increasing its popularity. 

If you are an MCR member reading this who used to belong to the 
old forum but don’t belong to the new one, then could I ask you 
to email me with your thoughts on this? I would be interested to 
learn what you have to say. If there’s anyone else who can offer a 
suggestion to get the forum really buzzing then please email me too. 
Alternatively, post your thoughts on the forum and see what fellow 
forum users have to say.

However, it is only right that I balance out my comments by saying 
that we do have sections of the forum that work well and are 
a credit to those who have contributed. Thus, please take my 
observations above as being made in judging the forum as a whole.

With regards the club website it continues to tick along nicely. 

Finally, do you know what would make me smile? More of you 
joining and participating in the forum.

See you there soon!

Graham W. Robinson Webmaster
webmaster@minicooper.org

WEBSITE AND FORUM CORNER

FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

The first photo competition on the new forum 
has been judged by Robert Young and the subject 
was Animals. The winning entry was posted by 
‘surfblue63’. Robert judged his photo of a Ford 
Mustang emblem to be the winner on account of 
the ingenuity and the quality of the photo. 
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: 01342 315009      E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

To view our complete stock visit our website www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 
Roof Rack Twin Spare 

Wheel (complete) 

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

Competition Semi Synthetic Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50
 

Specially formulated for the Mini combined engine and gearbox application
 

Authorised distributor.

Telephone 01984 629540



THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
British Grand Prix 1977

Paul Wilson handed to me at Bournemouth 
his programme and paperwork from 

the British Grand Prix that was held at 
Silverstone on July 16th 1977.  As some 
of you may know, Paul was one of the 
dedicated circuit marshals who support the 
many races that are put on here in the UK 
and I guess a perk of that vital but unpaid job 
is a ringside seat at the British Grand Prix. So, 
Paul was designated as a ‘pits and start line 
marshal’ according to the programme, which 
no doubt meant that he got a good glimpse 
of all the star drivers at the Grand Prix, and 

at the many supporting races over that weekend in July.

Not that I shall dwell on the Grand Prix itself here, but James Hunt was 
on pole position in the McLaren M26. John Watson was second in a 
Brabham Alfa BT45, with Niki Lauda in a Ferrari 312T2 third.  Results 
show that Hunt won with Lauda twenty seconds down the road behind 
him, with Gunnar Nilsson just a whisker behind the Ferrari with his 
Lotus John Player Special.

Of more relevance here is the supporting saloon car race, the Tricentrol 
Championship round of the British Saloon Car Championship. This was the 
era of the mighty Ford Capris locking horns with Dolomite Sprints, Vauxhall 
Magnums and the odd BMW, Alfa and Mazda thrown in the big car mix. The 
smaller classes saw 1275GTs fighting with Alfasuds, Gold GTis, Ford Escorts 
and Renault Alpine R5s. It was certainly a good mix over the four classes. 

We, the MCR, had two of our honorary members on the track. Gordon 
Spice was in car number one, in his 3 litre Ford Capri Mk2, and back 
down the entry was Barrie Williams in a 1300 Alfa Romeo GT Junior. 
Oh, and irrepressible Martin Brundle was in a Toyota Celica 1600GT. 
The three 1275GTs were driven by Alan Curnow, Jim Burrows and 
Richard Longman. Curnow and Longman both entered under the 
Longman Patrick Motors banner. 

The saloon car race was won by Tony Dron in the Triumph Dolomite 
Sprint, entered by Leyland, beating Chris Craft’s Capri by twelve seconds. 
Gordon Spice was eighth in his Capri, nearly a minute down on the ‘Dolly’. 
In the 1300 class, the 1275GT of Richard Longman had to give best to 
Bernard Unett in the 1300 Avenger GT but was just a second ahead of 
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his team mate Alan Curnow in the sister car. Jim Burrows was an early 
retirement and only completed one lap, so was classed as dead last.

Just for the record, and remember this is a Silverstone without all the 
chicanes that grew over the years, the Dolomite lapped at 1m 46s, the Mini 
1m 56s. Finally, looking at the programme in detail, the prize money for 
the saloon car race was a mere £80 for overall winner, but £240 for the big 
class winner and £140 for the 1300 class. More revealing was that the prize 
fund for the Grand Prix race was £175,000, which was to be paid to the 
Formula 1 Association for distribution to the entrants. Make of that what 
you will. Definitely pre Bernie Ecclestone days that’s for sure.

Motoring News snippets

Also from Paul Wilson was a copy of Motoring News from 25th May 
1972. These old papers are, without doubt, the very best source of race 
and rally information of the day. Their reporting, so much more in depth 
than the other weekly, Autosport and the monthlies of Motor, Autocar 
and MotorSport just don’t hold a candle to Motoring News. Sadly, being 
a newspaper, they have just not survived in the numbers that the other 
magazines have. So it’s always nice to see one of these old papers as they are 
real gems. This particular issue had a short piece about the problem that Will 
Sparrow and Nigel Raeburn had in Will Sparrow’s 1275GT, EUE 897K, when 
he went off on the recent Welsh International on Clocaenog Forest. As the 
paper says, he went off when the road surface changed from hard and dry 
forest to loose and wet half way through a corner, and he flew off the road 
into the bushes. It took spectators and marshals ten minutes to extract the 
car by the use of a tug-o-war with a rope and get it back onto the road.

Coincidently there was a box advert in the same paper for the sale of 
another of Will Sparrow’s cars VNX 700H – that was on offer for what 
now seems a ridiculous price of £1085 – read the advert to see just 
what you get for your bucks!

Will Sparrow plants his car in the hedgerow on the Welsh 
International Rally in 1972.



Jack Knight 5 speed box

Another archive donation came my way at the Bournemouth 
weekend when Lyn Woods gave me an extract from Autosport from 
August 1967, where the all new Jack Knight gearbox was featured, 
together with a lovely cut away drawing of the gearbox. These days 
five speed boxes are not that uncommon but were quite a revelation 
back in 1967. 

For the technically minded, the box uses the standard case, but the 
main and layshaft are changed along with all the gear clusters, which 
are all slightly narrower. They are all straight cut and by abandoning 
the syncro hubs in place of dog engagement, the five speeds can be 
fitted. The fifth gear is a reduction gear of 0.865:1 rather than 1:1 and 
hence is an overdrive box rather than a traditional five speeder, which 
would accommodate five ratios in the space of the normal four and 
hence it becomes a very close ratio box.

Other modifications are needed however, as it’s not a straight fit. The 
case has to be machined to accept the new gear train and the oil pick 
up pipe is relocated centrally and, although the main selectors are 
retained, the gate is modified to accept the extra slot. The drop gears 
are also supplied as straight cut and the customer has the option of 
fitting a ZF cam and pawl limited slip diff. The journalist testing the car 
in which the gearbox was fitted, did not think that it was too noisy, 
despite the gears all being straight cut. The noise level was much 
lower then he had anticipated, although perhaps a bit too intrusive for 
normal road use. However, as this is an overdrive box, I’m not really 
sure what it was designed for. If it was for a relaxed road car, straight 
cut gears don’t really fit that bill but if it was designed for competition, 
you would want a close ratio five speeder wouldn’t you?

Halda Spares

Finally this month and again handed to me at Bournemouth, this time 
from Geoff Bethel, is an original price list of Halda services and spares 
available form Martin Jubb, who was often affectionally called ‘King 
Cog’. Martin was an enterprising chap who saw the growing interest 
in historic rallying and set himself up as the man to source spare parts 
and to service all the already ageing Halda distance recorders that 
the new breed of historic rallycars would be using.  Martin ultimately 
decided to move to America and his business was effectively taken 
over here, on this side of the pond, by club member Neil Huband, 
who set up his Abingdon Works Co business to continue supplying 
spare parts and service Halda equipment. Having used Martin myself 
in the early days and now Neil, I can vouch for his service. Neil 
has always sent out spare gears I need promptly. I can’t say that he 
charges the same as Martin did back in 1992, but I’d recommend him 
all the same. If you do need anything Halda, either spares or service, 
drop Neil an email on abingdonworksco@aol.com 

Robert Young
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It’s probably fair to say that unless you make the pilgrimage, it’s often 
hard to comprehend the environment in which many motor racing 

circuits are created. It had been almost 5 years to the day since I was 
last near Katoomba’s Blue Mountains, New South Wales. That day, 
was a perfect Aussie summer’s day just down the road in Penrith and 
Sydney. But travel to the elevated heights of Katoomba and grey mist 
or fog can be there to greet you. That’s exactly as I found it in February 
2010. Just like race organisers battled with in the 1960s – even causing 
race meeting cancellation. Such as the 4th June 1961 meeting, which 
was rescheduled to the 9th July and waste not, with the June race 
programme being restamped on its cover for re-use in July!

So, it was late in the afternoon, in early February this year when seeking 
out Catalina Park race circuit had come to the top of the pile I was 
greeted by perfect Katoomba sunshine. Having found the swimming pool 
and lake where once the original late 1940s Katoomba Fun Park had a 
decommissioned Catalina flying boat (hence the circuit’s name) there 
was no better place to start my walk around the circuit than the start/
finish line, adjacent to the pool and lake only metres away. With it being 
totally appropriate that one walks in an anti-clockwise fashion just like 
the cars that raced. Although they did much faster lap times! 

Putting it simply, the walk makes you appreciate how Hec Muir, and his 
merry helpers from the Blue Mountains Sporting Drivers Club, created 
a 1.5 mile circuit in the environs they lived in the late 1950s. Katoomba’s 
not the flattest patch of land and is best known for ‘The Three Sisters’ 
rock formation. So, maybe it comes as no great surprise the circuit’s 
so close to the main Katoomba shopping precinct. However, one must 
remember, red tape was less prevalent all those years ago.

In these politically sensitive times we live, you can look back and say 
construction, and the removal of the Aboriginal people living there, was 
not necessarily done in a PC manner. But they set out to build a circuit 
and they achieved their goal. Even better, the competitors and crowds 
came, albeit for just 9 years of open racing. February 1961 was when the 
first event was run, with the final open meeting running in January 1970. 
With Rallycross taking place until around 1980 and Car Club lap dash 
meetings until late 2000.

Catalina Park’s moments in Australian motor racing folklore shine 
through with ‘name’ and humble enthusiast drivers of the sport, brought 
together with the likes of their Minis, Holdens, Fords, VWs and a vast 
array of open wheelers, including; Coopers, Brabhams and  Elfins, plus 
the full contingent of sports cars. They came from not just NSW, but 
interstate and overseas occasionally too. Some of the humble enthusiasts 
even made a name for themselves at Catalina. Sometimes for their racing 
abilities, and sometimes for the spectacular crashes that would take place 
when things came unstuck. The organisers’ even arranged a Mini only 
race, as early as the March 1962 meeting. Then there were plenty of 
races in the Cooper S era where they may as well have been Mini only 
races. Such was the concentration of them. 

Continuing  the walk, a few points become apparent. For a circuit that 
has been dormant of cars approaching 15 years (and a lot longer since 
any fresh bitumen was laid) the bitumen remains in surprisingly good 
condition for what’s still visible. 
Nature is taking it back with plenty of ground cover poking through and 
overhead canopies will continue to minimise sunlight reaching the circuit black 
top. Walking around from Craven A corner, spring water meanders across 
the circuit that has also meant there’s a section fenced off where erosion has 
done its thing. Plus, a few sections have been concreted to stop the erosion 
continuing. There’s also a tree or two that has fallen over and the council 
workers, no doubt, received the memo to clear the path of the walkway, but 
leave it pretty much in a manner that it fell. Because with ‘The Gully’ as it is 
known, having been given back to its Aboriginal people, its use as a walkway 
for people to exercise (often with their dogs) or cyclists is what it’s about 
now. That, from my perspective, is better than being completely fenced off, 
whereby no one can enjoy it or motor racing mugs like me/us can visit.  
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

August 1968 - Phil Barnes Cooper S, Dunlop Corner 
© Photo – Dick Simpson

August 1967 - Don Holland Lightweight Mini, Bosch 
Curve with the Pit Area in the background 
© Photo – Dick Simpson

June 1968 - Brian Foley tries hard to keep Phil 
Barnes behind him at Dunlop Corner  
© Photo – Dick Simpson
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There is a little bit of motor racing infrastructure still there, 
obviously the rusting metal and rotting wooden guardrails of 
the inner and outer circuit perimeters. As too are the once BP 
start/finish line signage poles. Although the signs are long since 
souvenired. The rusting hulk of the starter’s steps remain near to 
the inner guardrail and a signal box that may have once been for 
communications or power lay on the ground close to the start of 
the start straight. But that’s about all I could spot. 
 
They call it progress and communities continue to grow, so I 
give praise to the Blue Mountains Council for building the Sports 
Centre next to the pool, without encroaching on the old circuit 
for the building or car park. Long may it stay that way!
 
It is no doubt a sensitive issue with the Aboriginal heritage of the 
site, but there is only a small amount of information relating to the 
motor racing heritage. Maybe we should just be grateful there’s 
some recognition. So, probably a bit pointless forming a working 
bee to get it up and racing again!

My visit to Catalina Park started with sunshine; clouds then 
began rolling in and almost on cue, as I neared the end of my visit 
light drizzle started. Ten or so minute’s later quite heavy rain 
appeared. Blue Mountains four seasons in one day weather had 
arrived! Had I walked the circuit in traditional Blue Mountains 
fog, it would have been quite eerie I suspect. Although maybe 
one way to hear the ghosts of high revving ‘A’ Series, Lotus 
twin cam and Coventry-Climax engines that once reverberated 
around this piece of motor racing history.

Stephen Dalton

Many thanks to Dick Simpson for the use of his brilliant colour 
photos. Plus for a slightly different view, go to https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=YXSn_1oHM_Y  

2015 -  taken from the startline… then onward they raced to 
Dunlop Corner 
Photo – S Dalton

2015 - entering an overgrown Dunlop Corner and 
Katoomba shops above.  
Photo – S Dalton

Jan 64 – Excuse the Bruce McPhee Holden… the pool/lake complex and how close houses were.  
Photo – S Dalton collection



Bournemouth Weekend 20152015 Rallye Monte Carlo Historique - A ‘dry’ run experience
By Chris Paton

The Monte Carlo Historique is a gentle Sunday run round some 
nice hotels and cafes for old people in old cars, right? Never having 

entered a ‘Regularity Event’ that’s what I thought it would be.

When I was asked by Michael Hyrons, who is hoping to take part in the 
rally one day in his restored Cooper ‘S’, if I would like to go to France to 
find out more about the rally, the idea sounded quite appealing. Michael 
contacted Alastair Vines and asked if we could tag along with him and his 
team in their entry in the Mini Cooper ‘S’ CRX 89B. The initial plan was 
that this would be a fact finding mission to establish what is required to 
complete the course.

A couple of weeks before the event Alastair asked us if we could 
carry some spare wheels and fuel to do remote servicing, and by 
running ahead of him on the route we could relay back road condition 
information. When we received the second issue of the service schedule 
there was an additional column with our instructions and the heading 
‘Ice Car’.

On Wednesday 28th January at 7.00hrs Michael and I set off from Lanark 
in Michael’s Skoda Octavia VRS which was shod with Pirelli 210 snow 
tyres. We had a brief stop at Alastair’s house in the Midlands to pick up 
six wheels and tyres and a small Jerry can for spare fuel and then headed 
for Dover to check into the hotel.

The following morning at the P&O ferry terminal, we met with Alastair 
and co-driver Willy Cave, along with Nigel and Simon who were on 
servicing duties. CRX 89B was on the trailer ready to board the boat 
bound for Calais. Michael had done all the planning and paperwork for 
the trip and I was to do all the driving in France. The journey from Calais 
to Reims was straightforward and we were checked into our hotel by 
late afternoon.

We awoke on Friday morning to discover a light covering of snow. 
We took the car off the trailer and gave it, and the Land Rover 
Discovery service car, a quick wash in preparation for applying 
sponsors stickers. Next we did a trial fit of the snow chains on the 
VRS and also on the Mini.

At 11.00hrs we were off to scrutineering in a massive building full of 
amazing old rally cars which made it feel like a time warp back to the 1960s. 

The crew signed on and dealt with the paperwork and we all helped with 
the last minute preparation for scrutineering. After successfully passing we 
had a late lunch and then a couple of hours sleep in the car.

The concentration run from Reims to Monaco included those crews 
who started in Glasgow making up a total field of 127 cars. Our car was 
running right at the back of the field at number 304 so our start time 
was 21.00hrs.Our brief in the ice note car was to run 10/15 minutes 
ahead of the rally car so that we could alert the crew of any adverse 
weather conditions or road blockages.

The first section was from Reims via passage controls at Gueux, Vitry-
le-Francois, and Bar-sur-Aube to the main control at Le Puy-En-Velay. 
Distance to be covered 614 Km and target time 12Hrs 14Min. In theory 
it should be very easy to do the 614 Km in the time allowed, but as 
well as the delays at the passage controls there were also fuel stops and 
general servicing to be done, not to mention the unpredictable weather 
to be taken into account.  
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The route was over a mixture of what would be A, B and C roads in the 
UK and even well after midnight there were people standing out in every 
village to see and hear the cars passing through. The roads were mainly 
free of snow and ice, but under the watchful eye of the very experienced 
Willy Cave, Alastair was really having to press on to keep to the schedule.

First fuel service was at Bar Sur Aub just after midnight. We waited for 
CRX and helped with servicing, then followed to Brion Sur Ource. From 
there it was a long slog down to Autun, and after 349Km we helped 
with another fuel service and put studded tyres on CRX in preparation 
for the smaller roads and the higher ground we were approaching. 

From there we were following the rally car on main roads to Roanna via 
Digoin. As we approached Roanne the snow came on heavily. We had to 
stop a couple of times to help clear the build-up of snow on the lamps 
and the screen on CRX as Alastair was having difficulty seeing the road.
Between Roanne and Feurs the snow was so heavy that the only cars 
moving were rally and service cars. On the N82 a number of lorries had 
simply come to a halt on the main carriageway as it was too dangerous 
for them to continue. But we had a schedule to keep to so following 
CRX at speed was the only option. Leaving Feurs we were heading into 
the mountains on snow covered minor roads and with another 100Km 
to go it started to get light.

At 08.45hr we reached the main control in Le Puy En Velay. The rally 
had taken over the snow covered town square and there were many 
interested locals watching Nigel and Simon check the car over and do a 
full service of fluids, tyres and fuel. Meanwhile, I was trying to grab some 
sleep in the VRS, but despite having been up for more than 24 hours the 
adrenalin in my system kept me wide awake.

The Copenhagen crews joined our route here ready to tackle the 
second section from Le Puy-En-Velay via Sederon to St Andre Les 
Alpes. Distance to be covered 342 Km and a target time 6Hrs 53Min. 
This part of the route should have been fairly easy, starting with a very 
long run over the N102 through Aubenas to Montelimar, but we were 
in fairly busy Saturday morning traffic, so progress was somewhat 
restricted. This was one of the few opportunities we had to see some 
of the rally cars as we travelled in convoy with an Alpine Renault A110, 
a Porsche 356 SC, a Lancia Fulvia Zagato and a Simca 1100 Rallye. From 
Montelimar we then headed down to Nyons, then over the Col De 
Peyruergue to the PC at Sederon and then through Sisteron on to the 
N85 and the N202 to arrive in St Andre Les Alpes at 15.30hrs.

The Turin and Barcelona crews joined the route here making a total field 
of 314 cars to tackle the third section which would take us to Monaco 

via ZR1 (the first regularity section). Distance to be travelled 138Km and 
a target time 3hrs 15min.

Our task in the ice note car was to get well ahead of CRX and drive 
up the mountain road to the end of ZR1 at Levens village, reporting 
back on the road and weather conditions. The ZR was 12Km long on 
the M19 from Saint-Jean-La-Riviere to Levens. We were able to report 
back that the weather was cold but dry and there was no evidence 
of snow or ice. These regularity sections are timed to a fraction of a 
second with the aim being to maintain a constant average speed for 
the entire route. Alastair and Willy emerged from the ZR looking very 
pleased at having set a time only 1.1 seconds over target; helped by 
the correct tyre choice.

From there we followed CRX down the mountain and as night fell we 
joined the A8 to Monaco where we met Nigel and Simon at a lay-by just 
off the motorway. We managed a final service of the car here before 
continuing into Monte-Carlo.

The rally crews had to proceed to the Beach Hotel in Monaco to the 
Tripy distribution zone where the satellite tracking device would be 
fitted to the cars. This would allow the AC de Monaco to monitor the 
exact position and speed of each rally car for the rest of the event. 
Nigel, who had towed the trailer all night, went to find the trailer park 
and we headed to our hotel for a very welcome meal and a comfortable 
room for the night.

COMPETITION
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The Sunday run was from Monaco to Valence. Section one was to 
Gare de Clelles. Distance to be travelled 381Km in a time of 8hrs. 
The one advantage of running at number 304 was that we did not 
have an early start on the Sunday morning, so at 10.00hr we set 
off to ZR2 to check road conditions and weather. We were able to 
report back to Alastair and Willy that the weather was fine and the 
roads were dry.

We then set off on the long drive to ZR3 at Selonnet where we found 
a way into the middle of the ZR route to find the road covered in hard 
packed snow and ice. We had travelled 230Km since we left Monaco 
and Alastair and Willy were due to arrive at 15.00hr. We waited to 
make sure Nigel and Simon arrived safely at the service area and 
reported the road conditions to them before setting off to get ahead 
of CRX to be able to meet them 60 Km away at Monetier-Allemont 
for emergency servicing.

The rally car was due at 17.00hrs. Nigel and Simon arrived 20 
minutes before them and as CRX approached all seemed fine but 
when Alastair stopped the car he announced that they had had an 
accident. On a narrow road behind local traffic another competing 
car, in an attempt to overtake, had rammed the rear left hand corner 
of CRX. Alastair appeared very calm under the circumstances and a 
quick inspection showed there was no damage to the suspension or 
the fuel tank. However, the bumper was destroyed, the lamp lens 
was broken and there was considerable damage to the aluminium 
boot lid. Temporary repairs were made using tape and we set off in 
convoy towards Gare de Clelles.

As we climbed to an altitude of 1,200M the snow was really coming 
down and the ‘chains compulsory’ signs were on as we approached the 
Col de la Croix Haute. Our instruction was to take the D539 over the 
Col de Grimone to rendezvous with CRX at Chatillon after ZR4 (Col de 
Menee) in case tyres or fuel were needed before tackling ZR5. As night 
fell we arrived in the small village of Chatillon where we had a long wait 
in -5 degrees C.

When Alastair and Willy arrived no service was required and we 
followed them towards ZR5. But as we turned off the main road in 
the village of Die the snow was so heavy that there were no tyre 
tracks visible on the road and we wondered if the route was closed. 
We decided to continue and Alastair was pressing on at speed so 

we had to follow suit up the incredible Col de Rousset with very 
thick snow on the road and snow banks at least one metre high on 
either side. At the summit we had to bear right as Alastair took the 
left fork to head to ZR5 which went over the Col de Carri and the 
Col de l’Echarasson. We met Nigel and Simon at Saint-Nazaire-En-
Royans to wait for CRX and then travelled in convoy to Valence 
arriving at 21.30hrs

Monday morning in Valence was cold but sunny and on paper the 
‘Valence to Valence’ route looked like a fairly easy day ahead for 
us. The first section from Valence to Saint Agreve was a distance of 
234Km and a target time of 5hrs 30minutes. We set off at 10.30hrs 
to make our way to the ZR6 at Saint-Pierreville to be there at 
least half an hour ahead of Alastair and Willy to relay back the road 
conditions, snow line height and weather. We arrived in the village 
to find that the roads were dry and there had been very little snow 
all the way there. After reporting back to the crew we set off to La 
Champ Raphael to report the conditions for ZR7 Burzet to Saint-
Martial. This region appeared to have had no recent snow because, 
despite there being a good covering at the side of the road, the roads 
were clear and dry.
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There was a major service at Saint-Agreve but first we had to go to ZR8 
to check weather and road conditions. The ZR started at the Col du Faux 
and came back round towards Saint-Agreve finishing at Labatie d’Andaure. 
We made our way to a cross roads in the middle of the rally route to 
again find there was no snow or ice on the road and we actually had some 
spare time to watch several rally cars passing by here. Doing Ice Notes 
and Remote Service is quite a lonely task as you rarely see your rally car 
or service crew, but just outside Saint-Agreve there was a handy car park 
where several crews, including Nigel and Simon had set up. We had some 
time in hand so we met them there to enjoy a hot coffee made by Nigel in 
the back of the Land Rover and to compare notes with the other service 
crews on how well or otherwise things were going for their crew.

The next section was from Saint-Agreve to Tournon. Distance to be 
travelled 120Km in a target time of 3hrs. We left service before Alastair 

and Willy arrived, and while they were in service and then tackling ZR8, 
we had a relatively easy run along the D533 and through Lamastre and 
then into a junction in the middle on ZR9. Again there was little or no 
snow to report so we returned to Lamastre to wait for Nigel and Simon 
to report the conditions.

The start of ZR9 was right beside the service park so we were able to 
walk up to watch some of the cars leaving. It was getting quite dark 
when Alastair and Willy arrived and after a very brief service they were 
off to tackle ZR9 so we followed Nigel and Simon to Tournon.

We had been bypassing the main controls to keep ahead of the rally car, 
but at Tournon there was time for servicing right beside the control. The 
town of Tournon was fully geared up for the passage of the rally with a 
main control in the town square complete with flood lit marquee, live 
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commentary and interviews (in French) with the crews. When CRX 
arrived we managed to check the car over, adjust the rear brakes and 
change the wheels before booking into the control. From here it was a 
fairly easy run to arrive in Valence at 20.30Hr.

Tuesday morning in Valence was again very cold but sunny and ahead of 
us was a 400Km route back to Monaco with a target time of 8Hrs.
ZR10 was a 70Km drive away and started at Saint-Nazaire le Desert. We 
set off 30 minutes before the rally crew to get onto the Col de Pommerol 
to assess the road conditions, snow line height and weather. We phoned the 
information back to Simon who was waiting to service the car before ZR10.

We then set off on a route that would take us into the middle of ZR11 
at the village of Villebois-Les-Pins. The ZR started at Verclause and went 
over the Col du Reychasset and then the Col du Pierre Vesce and finally 
the Col Saint Jean to Eygalayes. After watching 20 or so cars through we 
set off to wait for Alastair and Willy at the end of the ZR to follow them 
through Sederon to service at Les Bons Enfants. From here there was a 
drive of 100Km on main roads to ZR12 at Puget-Theniers. For us there 
was no suitable access to the middle of the ZR route. So our only option 
was to continue on the main road and then double back to the village of 
Gilette to wait for Alastair and Willy to emerge.

Having successfully completed ZR12 the rally crew were to meet 
Nigel and Simon for a major service and then on to Monaco to prepare 
for the forthcoming night section. Meanwhile, our task was to recce 
the final two ZRs and to report back on the road conditions. It was 
dark by the time we reached ZR13 from Luceram to Lantosque over 
the Col St Roch and the Col de la Porte all 26Km – all completely free 
from snow or ice.  

The final regularity section was ZR14 and very much the sting in the tail 
of the event. Starting at La Bollene Vesubie the route went up the Col 
du Turini and then down through Moulinet and Sospel before tackling 
the Col Saint Jean and then down the D54 before returning north again 
on the D2566 to finish just outside Sospel, 53 Km in total with a target 
time of 1hr 4mins and 7.7secs. There were several other ice note 
crews on the road when we arrived but there was no ice to report. The 
road was dry all the way up to Turini where there was a light flurry of 
snow, but on the way down to Moulinet the road was wet and below 
that it was dry. We reported back the conditions. Having completed 
our ice note duties we set off for Monaco arriving at 20.30hr for a 
welcome meal and an early night as we were planning to travel home on 
Wednesday morning.

Before setting off for Calais the next morning we met Nigel who could 
give us the excellent news that Alastair and Willy had finished 59th 
overall, Top Mini, Best Brit, 1st IRDC Team GB (Tyresoles Trophy) and 
2nd in Class.

The week had been a real eye opener to just how difficult the rally is, 
especially the regularity sections where a set average speed has to be 
maintained throughout and which are timed to 1/10th of a second at 
several points along the route - penalties can be accrued at each point 
and at the finish.

I’ve been involved in special stage rallying for over 40 years and this 
was by far the greatest distance I had covered, having travelled over 
3,600 miles from leaving home to returning. I have to admit I’m not 
sure if regularity events are for me, but the Monte-Carlo Historique 
maintains a fairly tough schedule with little margin for error or failure 
and it’s certainly no tea and muffins tour for old duffers.

Chris Paton

COMPETITION
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The DEWS Club is the only motor club to offer classes for most Classic and BMW Mini related cars, plus class 11 
which caters for other types that fall outside of Mini classes. With over 30 members now registered already for 
2015, this is promising to be the best year yet. Trophies and Cash awards are up for grabs at the end of the season.                                                                                                                                       
Main Trophies within the Championship are: 
DEWS CHAMPIONSHIP CUP - awarded to the highest point scorer,                                         
WISCOMBE PARK CHALLENGE CUP - awarded to the highest point scorer from Wiscombe Park events and the 
NOVICE SHIELD - awarded to highest point scorer who has never previously held an MSA Competition licence. 
The BURLEN SU AWARD is made for the highest point scorer running on SU Carbs. 

New for 2015 will be the CLUBMAN CUP which will be awarded for the competitor who is not registered in the 
main championship with the best 5 events to count from the DEWS championship calendar with only 2 events 
from any venue to count towards points.     

2014 Award Winners

For 2015 DEWS Speed Championship details see website www.dewsc.org.uk                                                                             
Competition secretary Mike Mark comp.downton@live.co.uk     Secretary Brenda Harris  downton@live.co.uk 

The DEWS Speed 
Championship 

2015

Derek Kessell – Class 7 Winner 
Maguire Mini

Graham (Speedy ) Gonzalez 
Class 6 Winner

Steve Harris – Class 11 winner 
Vauxhall Corsa 1800cc

Nigel Samson Class 8 
winner – Novice award 
and Burlen SU Trophy

Martin Bragg – Class 4  & overall 
winner Cox GTM

Tim Porter – Wiscombe Park 
trophy  winner – Davrion Matt Clarke – Class 2 winner

Peter Knight – Class 3 Winner 
Honda 1600cc Mini
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With a faultless car and an accomplished driver, all you need to 
succeed is a navigator who knows exactly where he is at every 

second – some hope!

The event is decided by the accuracy of the time keeping on the 14 
regularity stages, each of which has between 8 and 15 timing points along 
its length, all recorded by satellite without a marshal on the ground.

We have found to our cost that the conventional method of a 
well-calibrated Halda and a set of John Brown’s speed tables 
are not good enough. With 10-inch wheels spinning and slipping 
on the snow and ice, the inaccuracies can mount up to 200 or 
more metres. At the optional low speed we had chosen, each 
12 metres out of position would cost one second of time or 10 
penalty points.

When the set speeds for the ‘zone de regularitie’ (ZR) were revealed 
each morning on the rally time card, they were all set just below 
46kph, and John Brown’s speed tables don’t do tenths of a kilometer 
that slow. Fortunately, I had with me a set of slower tables specially 
prepared some years ago by Peter Barker.

We had hoped that the GPS, which is allowed, would give us accurate 
distances. We took a GPS driven Terratrip in the hire car for our 
recce, and I was soon deeply disappointed to find that it was often 
over-reading by up to 9%, not to mention its hiccups when ever the 
route went through a tunnel.

18th Rallye Monte Carlo Historique 2015 By Willy Cave

A Winning Team – L-R Justin Jeffrey (MD Mini Spares) Al Vines, Colin 
Taylor (Southam Mini & Metro Centre), Simon Wheatcroft (Service 
team), Willy Cave, Karen Drury (Editor Mini World)

ZR3 – Col du Garcinettes – The stuff of Christmas cards

Fresh tyres for ZR6 St Pierreville from our ace service crew. L-R Nigel 
Chetwynd, Simon Wheatcroft

HONORARY MEMBERS’ ARTICLE



My solution was to log the distances over 1200 landmarks. 
Kilometre stones seemed to be the most obvious marks and so 
they were on the recce, but many became hidden beneath heavy 
snowfall on the event. Triangle road signs are much more reliable 
but there are often long gaps between them, so a stretch of Armco, 
a roadside hut, or even a lone tree would be logged. To calculate 
the exact and correct distances to each of these, we reluctantly 
threw money at the problem and bought a set of route notes from 
the successful Sebastian Chol.
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ZR1 and going well after the long all night 
Concentration Run – about 20 hrs into the Rally

Heavy traffic and blizzard conditions over the Col de la Croix Hautes

In the office before scrutineering – Reims

HONORARY MEMBERS’ ARTICLE
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All of that was done before the start. On the rally itself, as soon 
as we were told the set speeds, I looked up, calculated and wrote 
down the correct time for every landmark. Then I was able to call 
out a countdown to each so that Alastair could adjust his speed 
accordingly. The results showed that after 30, 40 or even 50 
kilometres we were often exactly on the right second.

That was good enough to win the TYRESOLES Trophy, now 
administered by the International Rally Drivers Club (IRDC), for 
Best British, an award I was delighted to collect again, having 
first won it in 1969 on the Monte with Peter Jopp in the BSM 
Morris 1800.

Willy Cave

Photos – Promopub, Al Vines

Our great undoing! – Inadequate studs and an unsettled driver cost 
us 15 minutes of penalties on this the Col de Menee (ZR4) and the 
following Col de l’Echarasson (ZR5) in heavy snow over ice.

Mugged by a passing Alfa!

“Cheer up lads – we won didn’t we….” L-R Nigel Chetwynd, Al 
Vines, Simon Wheatcroft, Willy Cave – At the finish in Monte Carlo 
having just been informed of our achievements – Top Mini, Best 
British, First IRDC, 2nd in Class and 59th of 320 overall

The TYRESOLES Trophy for best performance by a British crew
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Race Retro

It was good to see some cars from 
this register coming out to play on the 
Rally Stage at Race Retro in February. 
Pat Walker, as keen as ever, had two 
cars out on the track namely, 977 
ARX, his Ex-Works car and 540 DTV 
his eight port head machine. Both 
acquitted themselves well in the very 
cold conditions. Sadly, the Sunday 
afternoon session was rained off, 
largely, I suspect, because not many had 
suitable tyres available for the already 
slippery conditions.  Jim Partridge had 
his Eddie Stobart Group A car out for 

an airing and I think, if I’m not mistaken, it’s the first time I’ve seen 
the car used in anger.  The MCR set was completed by ‘Jumping’ Jeff 
Williamson in his 1275GT. Unlike last year, I think all the cars survived 
without any mechanical issues.  

Inside the show and in the warm, Paul Roberts had his car 569 
FMO on display as part of Bill Price’s ‘BMC 60th Celebration of the 
Competition Department’. The small presentation was very last 
minute and it’s a shame more cars couldn’t be found at such short 
notice for what should have been an important display. That will 
have to wait until Silverstone later this year. Still, it acted as a good 
focal point for all of the many notable members of the Competition 
Department that went to the show.

Swiftune’s new 1275GT

Following on from the feature that I wrote last month on the new 
car that Glyn Swift has built to compete at the Goodwood members 
meeting, which took place over last weekend, I went down to 
Brands Hatch with Glyn and Mini saloon car ace, Bill Sollis, to shake 
down the new car. Well, I just stood around, did some timing, took 
some snaps and changed the odd wheel – Glyn and Bill did all the 
driving. It is always exciting when a new car bursts into life and this 
was no exception as other than firing the car up at Glyn’s workshop, 
the car had not turned a wheel apart from being driven onto the 
trailer. So it was, fresh out of the box and on a damp track, that 
Glyn did an exploratory couple of laps, came in and after a quick 
check over, stuck fifteen laps on the car before coming back in with 
a big smile on his face.

After a few more checks, the car was handed over to Bill Sollis to 
see what he thought of the car. He too had no difficulties and after 
just half a dozen laps was down to under a minute on the short Indy 
track, coming in to report that the car was superb – much to Glyn’s 
relief and joy. By now, the car’s one time owner, Jon Mowatt had 
turned up and was delighted to see his old car once again pounding 
the tracks. A few adjustments to the front tracking and a camber 
check and Glyn went out again and got down to 58 seconds. Bill 
again took over, after swapping the front tyres around and resetting 
the tracking back again and soon got down to 57 seconds. So, a 
successful day and by mid afternoon all that could be achieved was 
achieved and the car was loaded up and headed back to Romney 
Marsh. Writing this before the Members meeting, I hope Glyn goes 
well against his son, Nick Swift, in a similar car and that Jason Plato, 
who is sharing Glyn’s car, behaves himself.

Monte Historique and navigational instruments

You will hopefully read a report on the Monte Historique by 
Willy Cave in this issue. Willy, at the age of 88, navigated Al Vines 
to top British car and top Mini. Peter Moss, not in a Mini this 
time but a Datsun 240Z also finished well. You should be aware, 
of course, that the Monte Historique is a regularity event and, 
as such, very careful time keeping is essential and those who 
succeed in this winter classic now use all manner of expensive and 
sophisticated instruments to gauge and check their average speed. 
Gone are the days of a Halda TwinMaster, with a stop watch and 
a set of average speed tables, things are all very electronic and 
often GPS driven these days. 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Glyn Swift’s brand new 1275GT rolls out of the pits on a damp 
track for its initial shake down

Bill Sollis has a quick check of the engine before he takes over 
the driving duties

Jon Mowatt reunited with his old car and congratulates Glyn Swift
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One such new instrument that has just come onto the market and one 
that Peter Moss used is the ‘Gauge Pilot’. I saw this superb instrument 
at the London Classic Car Show held at the Excel Centre last January 
and was very impressed with it, with the two designers showing me all 
the features that this versatile instrument provides. But the best bit is 
that they have designed it to look just like the old Halda Speed Pilot, so 
it would not look out of place in any classic rally car.  

The Gauge Pilot is so versatile, there seems little that it can’t do. 
It does a lot of mundane things too, should you need them, like 
monitoring numerous functions of the engine, such as oil and water 
status. But it’s as a rally computer, stopwatch and distance recorder 
that we are interested in here. With a display that is changed to suit 
the mode you have selected, be it as Halda Speed Pilot, a Halda 
TwinMaster, a pair of Heuer watches, you could spend the entire rally 
fiddling with it if you so wished. It is the average speed that is the key 
feature, which is adjustable for numerous tyre choices and all you 
need to do, assuming your driver has the skill, is to keep the average 
speed indicator steady where it should be and you can’t go wrong.  

Of course, all of this depends on the navigator keeping you on the 
right route and also, especially on a snow and ice covered road, 
that not too much wheel spin distorts the distance recorded. Peter 
reported that he was very pleased with his unit, once he had got used 
to it and felt it a valuable addition to the navigation process.  For the 
price of £1200 and much less than a Halda, I also thought it good 
value. Have a look at www.gaugepilot.uk

MG Live – BMC Competitions 60th 

Bill Price, along with Peter Browning, is planning to put on a large 
display at MG Live, organised by the MG Car Club at Silverstone, a 
week after Beaulieu on 20th & 21st June. It is hoped to get just as 
many Ex-Works cars together for a huge display to celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of the Competition Department. Of course, this will not 
just include Minis but all of the cars the Department used since its 
inception. Invitations have gone out to those with Ex-Works cars and 
it will be another opportunity to put our cars on a high profile event 
for all to see. There will hopefully, be a good number of Abingdon 
personnel including drivers, co-drivers, mechanics and not forgetting 
the managers to mingle and rub shoulders with. So, if you want to 
complete that autograph collection or just see what superb cars the 
BMC Competition Department built, make a date in your diary. It 
should be a date not to be missed.

Beaulieu Invitation

This leads me nicely to ask those who wish to bring suitable cars 
to display on the Ex-Works and Competition Car area at Beaulieu 
on 14th June to get in touch and book a place now. It would help 
me greatly if you could email me your request for a place and I’ll 
get straight back to you. I feel it better if you contact me for a place 
rather than me pestering you. So, if you intend to display, do get in 
touch and book your place because I can’t accommodate cars that 
just turn up on the day, however good the cars are.

As always, your reward is a free ticket to be given to the driver of the 
car and to be part of what is without doubt the best display of Ex-
Works and Competition cars in the world.

Robert Young

Gauge Pilot

Cooper S Mk 1 Register

There was a flurry of activity following 
the revelation that F1 and CART car 
engineer/designer Adrian Newey’s 
father had once owned a Mini Cooper 
S back in the 1960s, and that the new 
London Classic Car Show would 
feature a number of the road cars that 
had inspired Adrian. One of these cars 
being the Red/Black Morris Cooper S 
Adrian’s father owned in the 1960s. A 
nice colour photograph from the mid 
1960s duly appeared showing a Red/
Black Cooper S being rinsed off by a 
young Adrian. The car was in fact a 1964 

built 1071. The original car, which left Simon Wheatcroft
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the factory completely standard, was not on the Register and seems to 
have left this planet many years ago so a suitable look-a-like was found.

I had an enquiry about the Smiths PCV (positive crankcase ventilation) 
valve. These initially appeared across the Mk 1 S range in June 1964. I 
knew that the original version had a cap with a raised centre section but 
had no inkling that the internals were different but it seems that they were. 
The original raised top design does not appear to be fitted with the ‘sub 
assembly plunger’ as BMC called it. This is the flat disc with small plunger 
attached which is definitely part of the flat top units that appeared in 1966 
and should not be fitted to the earlier type otherwise it can apparently 
lead to oil getting into the inlet manifold. The later ‘flat lid’ PCV body has a 
slightly different body casting and presumably different internals.

This leads us nicely on to inlet manifolds which also changed in 
parallel with the introduction of the PCV. The AEG 179 manifold is 
often described as the 1071 inlet manifold, which indeed it was, but it 
was also fitted to the early 970 and 1275 models prior to the PCV. All 
S’s whether 970, 1071 or 1275 with engines fitted with the PCV had 
the more common 12A661/AEG347 inlet manifold. This also meant 
a slightly redesigned air filter box and carburettor linkage as the PCV 
boss is in the middle of the balance pipe section of the manifold.

Whilst Beaulieu may still seem a long way off, it is already time for the 
organisers to plan the marque displays for this year. Once again, the 
request is for three cars and so if you would like your Mk 1 S to be 
given a prominent parking position, then please get in touch sooner 
rather than later. As I say most years, your car does not need to be in 
concours condition, there is a separate competition for those cars.

Simon Wheatcroft

The young Adrian Newey trying to make the family 1071 S grow 
into a 1275.

The original style PCV fitted across the S range from 1964

Yes, hold on to your parts list, this manifold was fitted to the 970 & 
1275 S as well as the 1071

The more commonly seen Cooper S inlet manifold with extra 
drilled boss for the PCV

The revised and probably more familiar PCV
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but it certainly added weight to the car. Hopefully, all my photos will 
clearly show the differences between the two types of boot lid. Also of 
note is that the grommet for the number plate wiring hole has been re-
positioned, on the earlier boot lid it can be clearly seen on the flat face 
with the board having been cut away to accommodate it. However, on 
the later white boot lid it has been re-positioned to within the ‘arch’ area 
for where the boot lid hinges are secured.

That’s all for this month,
                                  
Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

After recently reading on Facebook 
somewhere, someone asked the question 
‘’what’s the correct boot lid for my car?’’ 
This gave me the thought that this could be 
a topic for this months’ report.

Two variations of boot lid were used on 
Mk1 Cooper production with the most 
common used throughout the majority 
of MK1 Cooper production run as well 
as being the same boot lid used for the 
standard Mini. The only basic difference 
between the standard Mini boot lid and 
the Cooper one is that for the Cooper 
this single skin boot lid had a black painted 
‘millboard’ cover on the interior side, 

held in with 17 screws with cup style washers. A photo with this report 
includes a close up of an original 1960s screw and washer as well as 
showing the grain pattern on the board. Replacement boards are readily 
available together with a more modern set of screws and washers. 
Fortunately, these boards do also cover the fixing holes for the rubber 
mat used for the standard Mini.

The parts catalogue shows a ‘double skin’ type boot lid being used in 
production from December 1966 which, of course, carried on through 
Mk2 production and has also been seen with the later MK3 boot lid for 
early models only. Of worthy note is that this may not wholly reflect 
with what was fitted on the production line, and so it is probably best to 
use this as a general guide. I am not sure as to the reason for this change 

Barbara Alexander

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

In February’s report I mentioned that 
John Phillips had contacted the register 
asking for help in tracing a Tartan red and 
black Austin Cooper ‘S’ he had owned 
back in the 1970s. Well, no leads on 
tracing the current whereabouts of the 
car but an old friend of Johns, Geoff Bell, 
saw the article via his brother Martin, an 
MCR member, and made contact. 

Apparently John and Geoff worked 
together at Ronson Products in 
Leatherhead in the early 1970s and used 
to commute there in the ‘S’ registered 
SLW 58F. Geoff himself is also a long 
time Mini fan and used to race back then 
- check out the photo of him at Brands 

Nick HunterBoot board screw and cup washer

Mk1 Cooper Boot lid with Millboard backing

Double-skinned Boot lid – note number plate light cable hole location

John Phillips’ good friend Geoff Bell competing at Brands Hatch in 
the 1970s
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Hatch. Neither had heard from each other in over 40 years, so it was 
great to put the two in touch again after all this time. Both still have 
old dismantled race Minis and parts tucked away at home.  They’ve 
been catching up on old times via email, and hopefully they will meet 
up again later in the year. 

As I write this John has contacted me again to say that he has sought 
out and contacted another old friend he has not seen for 18 years 
to try and find out what happened to his car. Tony Tomlin used to 
compete in rallies with John in the 1970s and actually bought the ‘S’ 
from him after it was reshelled. Tony used the car as a daily driver and 
rallied it himself on a few events until he sold it in the early 1980s. 
After a lot of head scratching, Tony seems to remember where he 
delivered the car when he sold it. So John is thinking of sending a 
letter to the house owner as may be the next step forward. You 
never know, after all this time it just might still be there tucked away 
in the garage!  It just goes to show the power of our little car to bring 
people back together. I’ve included a photo of John with SLW 58F 
way back then, a great pic, really catches the period for cars, clothes 
and hair! If you know anything of the current whereabouts of SLW 
58F, please get in touch and I’ll pass on the information to John.

Nick Harrington has kindly contacted the register to say that the 
restoration of his 1969 Snowberry white and black Morris registered 
YV0 103H is virtually complete. You may remember the last time he 
updated the register the car was painted and a rolling shell. To recap, 
YVO was built on September 1st 1969 and despatched to Willoughby 
Garages, Wollaton Road, Beeston, Nottinghamshire, it was first 
registered for the road on January 6th 1970. Following 12 former 
keepers the car came into Nick’s possession in March 2012. From 
the start Nick enlisted the help of his good friend and mechanic, Eric 
Kent, to help him with the project. 

The car had been off the road since 1992 but was an original rolling 
shell still on its hydrolastic suspension with panel work complete and 
virtually ready for painting. The shell was accompanied by boxes and 
boxes of spares and original parts to complete the car. At some stage 
in the 1980s the car had had a colour change to Tartan red with a 
black roof. This proved to be useful in identifying original parts from 
the mountain of spares, as any part with red overspray could be 
considered to be from the original car and, thus, be refurbished and 
reattached to the shell, including the original glass.

One of the first jobs was to get the engine and gearbox overhauled. 
The engine was not the cars original but a genuine British Leyland 
exchange unit (not Gold Seal). The engine rebuild was entrusted to 
W.Drake Engines in Bradford. The block was bored to +40 and line 
bored for the reground crank and then everything balanced with the 
rotating parts. Nick would like to thank Steve and his team at Drakes 
for doing a great job. Next up was the gearbox, this is believed to 
be the original four syncro close ratio box but in a 22G846 casing 
as fitted to the Riley Elf. The box was overhauled by Easigears of 
Thornaby with Nick sourcing replacement laygear, layshaft and third 
and first motion shaft. The first motion shaft proved particularly 
difficult, and expensive, to source, eventually one being found at a 
French company called Datch. The rest of the box was ok with even 

John Phillips with SLW 58F in the early 1970s

Nice rear end detailing on YVO 103H

Nick Harrington’s car YVO 103H  pre-restoration

Nick Harrington’s car YVO 103H very nearly finished

YVO 103H looking great
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Until next month Happy Coopering.
 
Graham Robinson

EUR 66G eyes up the new foundation

the usually worn second gear proving to be fine for reuse. Of the two 
cylinder heads which came with the car, one proved to be porous but 
the other pressure tested ok, this was cleaned up and rebuilt by John 
at the Old Forge Garage in Harrogate.

It took Nick and Eric over twelve months to find the right person 
to paint the car. In the end the job was entrusted to Steve Metcalfe 
at Haxby, York. The shell had been covered in red oxide primer and 
Steve stripped this right back to bare metal before commencing the 
priming, filling and final colour coats. The respray was turned around 
in a very creditable 4 weeks, and as you can see is a superb job.

With the shell returned to its original gleaming Snowberry white and 
black, Nick and Eric could then commence the final build up. The 
engine and gearbox were fully assembled and installed first, followed 
by the interior. The original seats were used with repairs needed 
to the front seat diaphragms and localised repair to the back seat 
vinyl. The original speedo binnacle, freshly powder coated switch 
panel, lower dash rail, dash cards and shelf liner, ashtrays, door 
kick plates, and rear view mirror were all reused. The aim being 
to retain as much of the original part as possible. New door cards, 
carpets, headlining and other small trim items came from Newton 
Commercial. The speedo itself was sent off to Speedy Cables in 
Swansea for a full rebuild. Nick is particularly pleased with the result, 
the 26,048 showing on the clock looking believable but no doubt 
the second time around. Finishing touches still to be done include; 
installing the correct brake servo which is currently being rebuilt, and 
fitting the oil cooler once the engine has been run in.

By the time you read this YVO should be complete and back on the 
road, just in time for some spring weather and the first of the car 
shows. Nick would like to thank all those involved in the project 
noted above plus the staff at Minispares North who supplied the bulk 
of the new spares used. Finally, Nick reserves a big thank you for 
pal Eric because he acknowledges the project would not have been 
possible without his expertise and encouragement. As you can see 
from the photos, the car looks fantastic, well done to Nick and Eric, a 
cracking job.

Beaulieu is coming up fast, so a first call for display cars. If you’d 
like to display your car please contact me, it does not need to be a 
concours car, as ‘barn finds’ or pre/part restored cars would also be 
very welcome. The reward for displaying your car is free admission to 
the show for the owner and a guaranteed great day out.

Nick Hunter

Cooper Mk 2 Register

Another quiet month for my inbox so I am very grateful to David 
Sleigththolm for this month’s topic of housing. No, not gearbox or 
diff, but ‘housing’ for Minis.  David has started a project to construct 
a new ‘house’ for his MK2 Austin Cooper.  David is building a green 
oak framed garage to protect the car from the ravages of winter.  The 
outside will be clad with western red cedar waney edge boarding and 
western red cedar shingles on the roof.  David thinks it might seem 
a bit elaborate to some but he wants only the best for his car. Space 
for the new garage was very tight so the internal dimensions are snug.  
Just 2 inches to spare at the front and rear and just enough room 
on the drivers side to get in an out of the car. Access is OK at the 
moment but he is not so sure that it will be in 10 years time.   

It took 4 weeks to form the foundation and pour the concrete. The 
weather did not help either, not getting much above zero for the whole 
period.  As you can see from the photo the foundation is now complete 
and David is looking forward to starting the framework in his nice warm – 
well, garage. David has not said how long it will take to make the frame so 
I am looking forward to his next update to see what progress he has made.  

Well that’s about it for now.  Don’t forget to contact me if you would 
like to display your car at Beaulieu and benefit from free entry for you 
and your car. Sorry, passengers are extra.

Graham Robinson

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

Following on from my last report 
regarding ashtrays, I’ve been to see 
a car that has been off the road since 
1985 that also has the normal Mini 
ashtray in the top dash rail. So maybe it 
is more common than I thought.

Anyway, back to the car in question. 
DRK 2J is an early car, built in May 
1970, and is finished in Bronze Yellow. 
As I have said above, it has been off 
the road since 1985 and it does look 
very much like many a well used Mk 
3 S did in 1985; and that is not good. 

It has replacement inner sills, oversills 
and patches welded on the floor to get 

it through the MOT. It is presently fitted with a 1300 GT engine – 
supposedly the original was replaced because it was too fast, but the 
1300 GT unit has the same power output as a 1275 S unit, so I think 
that claim can be taken with a pinch of salt; the original was more 
likely in need of a rebuild after 90,000+ miles.

The interior is a bit of a disaster area with Mk 2 front seats, Mk 3 850 
rear seat upright and one of the most horrible set of replacement 
carpets I have ever seen in a Mini. Unfortunately, the one thing that isn’t 
of 1985 vintage is the price, the thick end of £15,000! For a car that, in 

Simon Wheatcroft

DRK 2J Sporting a fresh MOT and looking for a new owner
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BNX 371J is for sale in a proper auction very soon. This car built in 
September 1970 and also sporting a non S ashtray, was given moulded 
in arches and deseamed back when such things were fashionable. 
Recently it has been given a bit of a makeover. The seams haven’t 
been replaced but the arches and alloy wheels have gone, replaced by 
standard 3½” rims. Appearing at a Brightwells auction the estimate 
was £10,000 to £12,000 which is pretty reasonable these days, so it 
will be interesting to see where it ends up and whether the lack of 
seams hinders the number of bids.

It is that time of year when your Registrars are looking for cars to 
display at Beaulieu. As in previous years, we need three cars of each 
marque so if you would like your Mk 3 S prominently parked please 
get in touch sooner rather than later. All cars will be considered and 
your car does not need to be in concours condition.

Simon Wheatcroft 

Rover Cooper Register

It is always a privilege to convey good 
news, and I start off this month with 
the announcement from Keith Dodd 
that the Mini Spares Centre has now 
re-manufactured the oil temperature 
sender used on Mpi Rover Coopers. 
As I have reported more than once on 
these pages, this particular component 
has been `NLA’ for a long time and 
yet its failure on any Mpi car can cause 
poor running and problems getting 
through an MOT.

When I last corresponded with Keith 
on this matter he could find no master 
drawings and all attempts through his 

vast network of contacts had failed to even positively identify who 
the original supplier was, let alone that supplier’s own original part 
number. It really was looking grim. Never one to be beaten, Keith’s 
dogged determination has obviously prevailed, and I know many Mpi 
owners will be grateful that he did. Stocked under the original part 
number of YCB100320, the Mpi oil temperature sender unit is priced 
at £18.90 including VAT. 

And the good news from the Mini Spares Centre doesn’t end there. 
Something else that has also been out of stock for a while is the late 
black hook type wiper arms. Originally introduced at VIN 413191 
(April 1989) as DBK10058 for RHD cars and DBK10059 for LHD 
vehicles, they are more universally known by their current part 
numbers DBK101480 and DBK101490 respectively. Word has now 

John Parnell

my opinion, needs £6k plus spending on it to make it a nice car, and so it 
is way too expensive at the present time. That said, the way things are 
going with prices at the moment, it may seem that it is a bargain in a few 
months time. A complete Mk 2 S engine and gearbox used, but with 
standard bores and crank, recently appeared to sell on ebay for £7,100!

A nice car that is presently for sale is YGD 511J. Owned for many 
years by Gerry Braithwaite, the car has relocated to Halifax and is 
presently for sale for £29,950. I think that sounds like a lot of money 
for a Mk 3 S? Built in October 1970, YGD has only covered 4,114 
miles from new and was still sporting its original Dunlop tyres when I 
last saw it! The only change from standard is a Mk 2 Cooper grille.

Original 1970’s 4114 miles Dunlop on YGD 511J

BNX nicely refreshed but still missing its seams

BNX371J as found with moulded arches and missing seams

DRK 2J -The dash area is the best part of the interior - note the 
standard Mini ashtray



Mini Cooper Register | 49

REGISTERS

The comparison with the 1960s car is perhaps unfair because the 
1989 version benefited from Rover’s universally fitted 12 inch 
wheels and 8.4 inch front discs, both introduced in June 1984, and 
a non remote brake servo that followed in November 1988. By 
contrast, its 1960s ancestor had 10 inch wheels, tiny 7 inch discs and 
no brake servo. The bigger 12 inch wheels on the later cars improve 
ride comfort and gearing for motorway driving, while the higher 
3.105:1 differential keeps the revs and engine noise down but at the 
expense of acceleration. Original 998cc Mini Cooper enthusiasts will 
rightly counter these differences by saying that the 1960s cars offer 
a `point and squirt’ driving experience that no modern Mini can 
match. Whatever your view, the technology between the two cars 
may have been 25+ years apart but the prototypes of both shared 
equally humble beginnings.

Unlikely Catalyst

On 25th January 1989, Austin Rover (as it was then) announced 
a limited edition quartet of Minis. Based on the entry level Mini 
City, the Mini `Sky’ and `Rose’ models were unashamedly 
fashion statements with women customers in mind. The male 
counterbalance came in the form of the sporty-looking Mini `Racing’ 
and `Flame`. Apart from the respective colours, waistline stripes 
and decals, there were other differences between the two pairs 
of cars. The `Sky’ and `Rose’ had a subtle Flint Grey `Crayons’ 
interior with a basic two-pod instrument binnacle. In keeping with 
the austere look of all Mini models of the period, the bumpers and 
wheel arch extensions of both cars were finished in Nimbus Grey, 
and the otherwise discrete standard bonnet badge had a pale blue 
background on the `Sky’ model and pink on the `Rose’ edition. The 
on the road price was £4,695.

reached me that these too have been signed off for re-manufacture 
and should be available again soon. 

From Tiny Acorns

With 2015 being the 25th anniversary of the launch of the Rover 
Cooper it is easy to overlook the fact that in the year up to its 10th 
July 1990 unveiling the Mini that was earning all of the plaudits was 
the 998cc John Cooper conversion. 

Making its debut in June 1989, these zippy cars offered a level of 
performance not seen since the 1275GT ceased production in 1980, 
and all backed with a Rover Supercover Warranty. The table below 
shows how it measures up against its 1960s forebear and the standard 
1990 RSP Rover Cooper.

John Cooper Mini Cooper RSP Rover Cooper

998cc 
Conversion 998cc 1275cc

1989 - 1992 1964 - 1969 1990

Max Power 
@ rpm

60PS 
@ 6000

56PS 
@ 5800

61PS 
@ 5550

Max Torque 
@ rpm

87Nm 
@ 3500

77Nm
 @ 3000

91Nm 
@ 3000

0-60 mph 12.6 secs 14.8 secs 11.2 secs

Max speed 90 mph 89 mph 92 mph

Final Drive 
Ratio 3.105:1 3.765:1 3.105:1

Mph/1000 rpm 
in 4th 18.3 14.7 18.3

Wheel Size 
(inches) 12 10 12

Notes:
1. John Cooper conversion data as per Rover Group Ltd 1990 sales 
brochure 4152.
2. 998cc Mini Cooper data as per September 1964 Morris Mini 
Cooper sales brochure H & E 64115.
3. RSP Rover Cooper data as per Rover Cars press release dated 10th 
July 1990.

Available once more - MPi oil temperature sender units

The original 1989 Mini `Flame’ with awful full diameter wheel trims

Car No. 1 - F714 HGJ pictured in June 1989 (Autocar & Motor)
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Costing £100 more, the Mini `Racing’ and `Flame’ models had the 
additional benefit of a tachometer, a black `Crayons’ interior, chrome 
bumpers, self coloured black wheel arch extensions and a unique 
chequered flag motif on the bonnet badge. The only things that 
seemed out of place on all four cars was the absence of a passenger 
door mirror (a penny-pinching carryover from the Mini City) and the 
awful choice of `full diameter’ Mini Mayfair wheel trims finished in 
white instead of silver. 

Without John Cooper’s intervention, the limited edition Mini `Sky’, 
`Rose’, `Racing’ and `Flame’ models would, I am sure, have taken 
their place as another group of colourful cars in the Mini’s eclectic 
model history. His decision to choose a Mini `Racing’ rather than a 
City or Mayfair as the UK prototype 998cc performance conversion 
struck the right note at just the right time - the Mini’s 30th birthday. 

The sight of F714 HGJ, revamped with a MkII Cooper grille, bumper 
over riders and white Karmono Mistral 5 x 12ins alloy wheels, 
pictured negotiating a twisty country road in the 14 June 1989 issue 
of Autocar & Motor, was like a snapshot from history. The feature’s 
heading: “Return of the White Roof”, said it all and guaranteed that 
the demand for the Mini `Racing’ and `Flame’ models would outstrip 
every other Mini variant available, and, especially so, when it came to 
the choice of car for a John Cooper conversion. The celebratory Mini 
30 was another popular candidate plus just one Mini Rose, F666 STP, 
belonging to MCR member Gill Gaskill. 

From February 1990 onwards the `Sky’ and `Rose’ were deleted 
and the remaining two cars were rebranded the Flame Red and 
Racing Green and now joined by a new Black/White edition called 
the Check Mate. Essentially the same cars as before, including 
the earlier design of body decals, each one now had sports alloy 
wheels adopted from the Mini 30. Five months later, these three 
cars, in Red, Green and Black, would each receive the Mini 30’s 
smart leather interior, a 1275cc MG Metro engine, a sunroof, twin 
spotlights, white bonnet stripes and paintwork cosmetics to become 
the RSP Rover Coopers - but not before a number of them were 
breathed on by John Cooper Garages.

Nobody knows precisely how many 998cc John Cooper conversions 
were carried out or kits sold. John Cooper himself quoted a figure of 
1000 kits sold to Japan and that his intended quota for the UK market 
was 500. At least 85 cars are known to have been converted in 1989 
as a direct result of the Autocar & Motor feature and the car’s display 
at the Mini’s 30th birthday party at Silverstone. A 1991 Mini Magazine 
feature quoted a total of 285 kits sold and yet the highest conversion 
number so far traced is 141. 

More recently the waters have been further muddied by Chris 
Dawson’s interview in MiniWorld’s January and February 2015 issues, 
where he stated that the conversion chassis plates were effectively 
selected at random rather than in sequence. The fact that two 
separate cars have come to light with the same conversion number 
confirms that John Cooper Garages also ran two parallel sets of 
numbers: one with a `GB’ in the prefix denoting JCG in Ferring, the 
other set with `RF’ (Rover Franchise) for those conversions carried 
out at Rover dealers. 

Dean and Jacqui Cocks, who own and have lovingly restored 
F714 HGJ (Car No.1), also run the register for these cars. To date 
they have traced 48 survivors covering 1989-1990. It would be 
encouraging if more surfaced as a result of this report. F714 HGJ and 
a selection of other surviving John Cooper 998cc conversions will be 
on display at MCR Beaulieu on 14th June. I hope one of them will be 
Iain Andrew’s Flame Red, G722 URG, which has just undergone an 
extensive rebuild. The register’s Facebook page is: Classic Mini John 
Cooper Conversions. 

Japanese Spec Cooper 35s

In my March 2013 report I was struggling to decipher the meaning 
of the J34 and J35 engine prefixes. The AKM 1184 and 1217 
parts microfiches, where one would normally expect to find such 
information, make no mention of them. However, thanks to recent 
events on the register, I think I may be able to expand on my earlier 
findings on this topic, plus an update on developments in the Japanese 
Rover Mini market.

David Scott, an MCR member based in Toronto, Canada, has 
recently purchased a Japanese spec Rover Cooper 35. Apparently, 
some classic cars are now being sold off in Japan because they are 
finding it more difficult to pass the expensive (and stringent) vehicle 
inspection programme or `Shaken’ as it is called locally. Rarer, more 
valuable classic cars tend to be kept and persevered to get through 
the test, but the more numerous lower value cars, like 1990s 
Minis, are not seen as so cost effective and, hence, are the ones 
most likely to be sold at auction and shipped out of the country to 
less rigorous second hand markets abroad. I already have a small 
number of repatriated Japanese spec cars on the register. I expect 
that total to grow.

Car No.91 - Iain Andrews’ `Flame Red’ Mini fresh from the 
paint shop

David Scott’s ex Japanese Cooper 35 newly arrived in 
snowbound Toronto

Just visible - The 12A2E J34 engine number on David Scott’s 
Cooper 35
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Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

On and off for the past eighteen months 
I’ve been piecing together one of the 
earliest 1275 GT’s converted by Wood 
and Picket. Suzy Kinsman made a brief 
reference to the Clubman in an earlier 
report last year. This car was built by 
British Leyland in 1970 just four months 
after production started in October 
1969. It’s factory colour scheme was 
metallic blue with Limeflower vinyl 
interior (not to everyone’s taste) before 
it was stripped back to the bare shell and 
resprayed in black at the W&P workshop 
in Park Royal. The vinyl trim was 
replaced with smooth Connolly magnolia 
leather with black piping.

A full-width walnut veneered dashboard made from ply and 
aluminium was installed to house the extra instruments and switches 
as well as a hinged glove box. Because the dash obscured the eye-ball 
corner vents, W&P made leather covered enclosures secured in the 
corners below the front parcel shelf and the intake tubes re-routed 
under the wings.

A full-length Webasto sun-roof was installed, although the white 
vinyl roof lining was adapted and retained. Standard winding window 
mechanisms were replaced with ‘Delco’ electric motor conversions 
and Innocenti style quarter lights, and door cards front and back were 
recovered in leather.

Prior to me receiving the GT three years ago, it had been stored 
outside and uncovered for many years resulting in the fabric roof 
and wood frame rotting badly. It was sad to see the dashboard 

Steve Burkinshaw

Unlike so many Japanese spec Minis, David Scott’s car has manual 
transmission. Its engine prefix is 12A2EJ34. The corresponding 
automatic transmission prefix of another Japanese Cooper 35 on the 
register is 12A2DJ35. Both have air conditioning as standard. The UK 
spec Cooper 35, which was only available with manual transmission 
and no air conditioning, has an engine prefix 12A2EJ66, the same 
as the 1994 UK Monte Carlo LE car. The common denominator 
between the two was the fitment of a 55 amp alternator. I would add 
that all of the above power units are single point injection (SPi).

Judging by the volume of dedicated pages in the aforementioned parts 
microfiches, emissions regulations in Japan are far more involved than 
ours in the UK. In the absence of any official guidance from Rover, 
logic suggests that a `J34’ engine is a 10.1:1 (high) compression 
unit, with a 3.21:1 final drive ratio, manual transmission, a 55 amp 
alternator, air conditioning and Japanese spec emissions. A `J35’ 
engine is a 9.4:1 (standard / low) compression unit with automatic 
transmission, a 55 amp alternator, air conditioning and Japanese spec 
emissions. Having bravely committed myself to print on this matter, 
I am sure someone will take great delight in telling me I have got it 
completely wrong. Answers please to: rovercooper@minicooper.org

And finally...

While on the topic of the 1996 Rover Cooper 35, could someone 
please advise me of the publication number for the original owner’s 
handbook?

My thanks to Dean & Jacqui Cocks and Peter Selby for supplying 
material used in the above report, plus David Scott and Martin Jones 
for their input with the Rover Cooper 35 update. 

Until next month....

Have an enjoyable Easter 

John Parnell

veneer peeling off, the leather seats feeling like cardboard and the 
front floor pans rusted through. After removing everything from 
the shell it was carefully glass media blasted paying attention to the 
corrosion to be exposed. Once this was done the bare metal shell 
was etch-primed in and out and on collection I was surprised to see 
how no panels had ever been replaced on this forty five year old 
car. However, the panels which did need replacing were the off-side 
‘A’ panel, both of the front floor pans and corners, outer sills, doors 
and bonnet. From my accumulation of many parts over the years, 
I had a complete sun-roof with its ash wood frame intact which 
allowed me to repair and strengthen the damaged roof.......heavy 
going with the spot welder.

With all repairs complete and attached to the roll-over jig the 
underside has been primed and treated with a quality stone chip 
covering which could be over painted with the final colour and 
lacquer. Prior to final paint, all joints were sealed with seam sealer. 
Despite the fairly limited rust, it took me ages to smooth out the 
original panels which had numerous digs and small dents; all as a 
result of poor storage.

I decided the car should have another change of colour; after all it 
is coach built, and spent some time comparing old classic colours 
with modern formulations ones and the result was I chose a Lexus 
deep metallic red. Much time was spent by my friend and painter, 
Omar, in wet and drying the primer before several base coats of 
red were applied.  It was a difficult colour and needed five coats of 
base red to build up the depth sufficiently. The underside, interior, 
boot and engine bay were painted first, then sealed off before 
painting the whole body supported on a rolling trolly. So, this 
just leaves flatting and final polishing of the paint finish then onto 
restoring the subframes. 

First stages of top coat

Painter in action
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Once you have nice shiny chrome, the next step is to remove the 
old (and usually faded) satin black paint from each of the recessed 
segments, which usually has gone dull or got chipped. 

This can be safely done by using cellulose thinners and a small paint 
brush. Pick up a small amount of thinners on the brush and drop it 
into each of the black painted sections of the wheel centre. Let the 
thinners sit there for a minute or so, then use an old toothbrush to 
scrub away the old softened paint. If it is stubborn to remove, then 
drop more thinners into each section and repeat the toothbrush 
process until the old black paint is completely removed. 

The next step is to paint the in-filled satin black segments using 
an acrylic based paint, such as the modelling spray paint made by 
“Tamiya”, or the acrylic satin black paint from Halfords.

Mask just around the complete outer diameter of the wheel centre so 
as to protect the underside from overspray, and then spray the whole 
surface of the wheel centre in a light coat. Leave it a minute or so, 
then turn the wheel centre a quarter of a turn and spray again. Repeat 

Innocenti Register

This month I’d like to mention a few 
tips on restoring the Leyland Innocenti 
wheel centres found only on the Leyland 
Innocenti Mini Cooper 1300 Export.

There used to be sets of reproduction 
wheel centres appearing on eBay that 
were actually very good reproduction 
items having the correct chrome plating 
on plastic method used on the original 
factory items. But supplies of these repro 
items seem to have dried up. Another 
company makes alloy reproduction 
wheel centres with black gloss enamel 
in-fills, but these are nothing like the 
original items.

Because the original wheel centres were chrome plated, they can 
be restored as long as the chrome plating is in good condition. In 
fact the plating is more of a decorative chrome finish, rather than 
the conventional hard chrome plating, so some care is needed when 
restoring them.Tarnished or dull with old age, the original wheel 
centres can be brought back to life with a light abrasive chrome 
cleaner, or even car paint cutting polish such as T-Cut.

Foster Charlton

Until the next installment! 

Steve Burkinshaw

Beginning to look good

front of GT after final coat
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According to the DVLA sadly the car is no longer on their data base. 
It may have been ‘Coopered’ but more than likely the little Super 
succumbed to deadly and terminal rust.
Many people contacted me (including our esteemed editor) to bring 
to my attention a certain Mini Super registered TFX 913, available 
on e-bay during late February. Alerting me to any Super for sale is 
helpful, so thanks to all those who did.

TFX started life as a Morris Super, finished in Old English white with 
black roof and was registered in Wiltshire where it has remained 
all its life, with very few owners. It has been off the road since the 
1970s. Among the original documentation which came with the car 
included the original RF60 buff registration book, and in which the car 
was registered as a ‘Morris Mini Minor Super’.

During the late ‘60s the car was modified with a lowered roof, in 
‘Mini Sprint’ style, following an accident during which it was rolled. As 
can be seen from the accompanying photo, it is now painted metallic 
blue but still retains many Super features, including the red and grey 
brocade front seats. The car was also upgraded with front disc brakes 
and a 1275cc engine. The car had not been stored well and so is now 
in poor condition.

By chance, the son of the person who carried out the original 
modifications to the Super spotted the car for sale and has bought it. 
He intends to restore the car, retaining the original modifications. It 
will be an interesting project.

Mini enthusiast and member of the MCR, James Morrison, has a 
number of Minis, and amongst them, as well as a smoke grey Super 
awaiting restoration, he also has a Super Crayford convertible 
which he told me about a while ago. James bought the car totally 
dismantled, packed away in several boxes. James describes the car 
as in very poor condition and says it probably would not be a viable 
restoration were it not a Crayford convertible. 

Mini Super Register

Three Supers featured this month, all 
Morris’s. The first, a tribute to a much 
loved car as it sadly no longer exists; 
the other two are interesting and quite 
different so please read on...

I was contacted recently by John Philips 
whose friend, Martin Bell, suggested he 
should contact me after discussing old 
Minis they had once owned. John’s first 
car was a much cherished Mini Super. 
His parents bought the Mini second 
hand in 1965, for his sister, from 
Godfrey’s Motors (now an Esso filling 
station) in Cheam Village.

When John became old enough in 1968, he learned to drive 
in the Super, registered 756 ELU, a 1961 Surf blue Morris. 
He owned the car until he bought a Mk2 Cooper S in 1972. 
John recalls the Super as being a great little car, driving many 
thousands of miles in it. Eventually, the ‘A’ series engine became 
a little tired and he spent some time stripping and re-building it, 
along with some modification to the cylinder head and exhaust 
system. To round off this ‘improved breathing’ he paid a visit to 
local engineer, Leonard Reece in Carshalton, who produced the 
very neat and effective Reece-Fish carburettor. He paid £25 (he 
thinks) replacing the original inch-and-a-quarter single SU carb 
with the new Reece-Fish one, which made quite a noticeable 
difference to the performance, after very little setting-up. John 
remembers the only problem with this carb was that it was 
prone to icing-up in very cold damp weather, and remembers, 
once or twice, having to stop to remove a large sugar cube sized 
lump of ice from the inlet trumpet!

Many people thought the Super was a Mini Cooper of course, due 
to the styling and white roof (not so sure about the white flashes on 
the sides though – see photo). John says that when the car was sold 
it was starting to show signs of rust in the usual places and with the 
mileage approaching 96,000. He spent many happy years with that 
car and, like so many vehicles he has had, wishes he still owned it. As 
John says, hindsight’s a wonderful thing!

Garry Dickens

ELU parked-up in the late 1960s

ELU eating the miles late 1960s

this until it has been sprayed from four rotations. This ensures that 
paint gets into all parts of the recessed areas.

Leave to dry for a few hours, then place a few folded sheets of 
(non raised pattern type) kitchen roll down on a flat working area. 
Carefully drop some cellulose thinners onto the kitchen roll and give 
it a minute or so to start evaporating, but still slightly damp. If you 
have the kitchen roll really wet it will drag into the newly painted 
sections and pull the new paint off. Hold the kitchen roll flat with your 
fingers stretched out and gently tilt the wheel centre with the other 
hand to follow its natural curve and wipe it across the damp kitchen 
roll to remove the paint on the surface of the wheel centre. It might 
take a few goes to achieve this.

Once you have removed all of the black paint on the surface, any 
black haze or residue left can be polished off using a piece of dry 
kitchen roll in the same fashion as removing the paint with the 
thinners soaked kitchen roll. It goes without saying, that you must 
make sure you do this on an old work surface as the thinners may 
ruin a nice new kitchen worktop.
 
I personally found it better to use my wife’s toothbrush to remove 
the old paint as it is slightly softer than my own toothbrush.

And….on the plus side, the thinners have given her a lovely white smile!

That’s all for this month.  

Foster Charlton
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New MINI Cooper Register

March is the beginning of the 
European Motor Show calendar, 
starting in Geneva and, after two 
years away, I was lucky enough 
to score an invite to the Swiss 
motor show. One of the few press 
conferences I made time for in 
my busy schedule was, of course, 
the MINI one. With the recent 
Countryman Dakar victory still 
in the front of MINI’s mind, the 
press presentation started with 
the Dakar winning car of Nasser 
Al-Attiyah, driving past BMW MINI 
and Rolls Royce Board Member 
Peter Schwarzenbauer. 

Along with the introduction of Sebastian Mackensen, the new 
Head of the MINI brand, who had been in the job for just a day, 
MINI sprung a show surprise in the form of a limited edition 
version of the Countryman Crossover called the Park Lane. You’ll 
spot this special Countryman by the individual colour scheme, as 

Martyn Collins

Recently, he thought it was time to get round to the restoration of 
the car and so he started by applying for its Heritage certificate. 
When the certificate came James was gob-smacked – it showed it 
as being a 1962 built Morris Super! Registered in Buckinghamshire 
as 1070 PP, it started life in Tartan red with a black roof and it is 
still red but now with a black fabric hood.Little is known at this 
stage, of its early life, but it is a genuine Crayford conversion 
which James believes to have been carried out in either 1963 
or very early ‘64. Interestingly, this is the date of registration, 
so maybe the car was not registered for the road until the 
conversion was completed. 

One cannot help wonder if this was the only Super converted or 
if there were others. It certainly is the only one I have ever come 
across. Has anyone else ever heard or knows of another?

As mentioned last month, I am already looking for three Supers to 
line up at Beaulieu for this year’s Mini Cooper Day. Each driver will 
have a free entry ticket. So please let me know as soon as possible if 
you would like to display your Super.

Finally, my usual request, if you own, have owned, or know of a 
Super, or have any stories involving one, then please let me know, 
even if the car no longer exists..  

Garry Dickens

the body is finished in grey with a red roof. This is where the MINI 
designers have shown they have a sense of humour, by calling the 
new grey colour Earl Grey metallic.

The other completely new colour, is the distinctive Oak Red that’s 
plastered on the Countryman’s roof, wing mirrors and even the 
bonnet stripes, if you choose this option. Other special kit for the 
Countryman Park Lane include; the 18-inch Turbo Fan alloy wheels 
that are finished on this edition in Dark Grey, with chrome scuttles 
and special ‘Park Lane’ badging. 

Because the Park Lane Countryman is an ALL 4, four-wheel drive 
version, this special big MINI benefits from the exterior styling kit. 
This includes the chunkier silver parts for the front, rear and side 
skirts, all of which gives this Countryman more visual muscle. And 

The new Countryman Park Lane was the MINI surprise at Geneva

Got Gran Turismo? Well, you can drive this wild new Clubman

Dakar-winning Countryman made an appearance at the MINI 
press conference

Roof-chopped Super
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trimmed multi-function three-spoke steering wheel, plus stowage 
and lighting packages.

No price or availability details were released at the show, but I will 
bring you more details on this special Edition MINI Countryman as 
soon as I have them. 

Even the introduction of a new ‘big’ special MINI couldn’t take the 
edge off the real star of the Geneva MINI stand - the European debut 
of the F56 John Cooper Works performance range topper. I heard the 
new performance hatch as it drove across the stage and had a closer 
look later when it was moved to its correct position on the stand. 

The first observation is that even though I’m not a fan of green 
cars, the JCW’s new Rebel Green finish looks sharp - although I’m 
not sure it goes with the red roof, mirrors and other highlights of 
the Geneva car. The second is, that if you can afford the bigger, 
lightweight race spoke 18-inch alloys, in terms of the looks, I think 
they are well worth the money and show off those massive four-
piston Brembo brakes nicely. However, the only disappointment 
of the new MINI JCW’s exterior is that it just sits too high! I know 
this is down to pedestrian regulations, but I can’t help thinking how 
much better it would look lower.

Move inside and those one-piece bucket seats, not only look the 
part, but are really comfortable and supportive too. The additional 
rev lights and gear indicator, which are part of the optional 
head up display, add to the special feel of this performance 
range-topper. I can’t wait to tell you all how it drives and that 
opportunity is coming soon. 

The last time I was in Geneva back in 2012, the MINI stand highlight 
was the ‘Mini’ MINI Rocketman concept. The front design may have 
hinted how future MINIs will look, but MINI and BMW so far, even 
three years on, haven’t been able to give us a straight answer as to 
whether a production version is on its way.

Anyway, out of nowhere, a lot of the national motoring press 
started running stories on a new MINI ‘Minor’ model based on the 
Rocketman and developed in partnership with Toyota. This would 
seem logical, as the Japanese company is probably looking for a 
replacement for the now long-running iQ and they are already engine 
sharing deals in place between the two companies. 

However, I was assured by a BMW spokesperson, that no deal was 
in place and that there were no plans for a production version of the 
Rocketman. So that’s the end of the story - or is it? As this story won’t 
seem to go away we shall just have to wait and see.

There’s still a little time until the launch of the latest MINI 
estate, but if you’ve got Gran Turismo®6 and a PlayStation®3, 
you can now drive it virtually and you’re in for a treat. Why?  
Well, the MINI Design Team has turned it into a 395bhp 
monster. Called the Clubman Vision Gran Turismo, on top of 
the supercar performance and pumped up three-door looks, 
this special MINI has four-wheel drive, a six-speed sequential 
gearbox and a claimed 0-60 acceleration in just 3.5 seconds. 
Sadly, it is set to remain a virtual concept for now, but the 
Clubman Vision Gran Turismo is available as an update for the 
game launched in 2013. 

Personally, I hope some of the wilder design cues could make it on to 
a forthcoming JCW range topper. Pretty please MINI Design! 

Finally, as I write it’s the start of March, but it’s already time to 
think of the New MINI Register stand at Beaulieu. If you’d like 
to show your car, please send me an email and some pictures if 
possible - the address is in the front of the magazine and I’ll get 
the ball rolling.

Until next month keep adventuring!

Martyn Collins

the inside of the car is as special as the exterior, with unique ‘Park 
Lane’ entry sills and all interior surfaces finished in Cross Stripe 
Grey, with a Carbon Black inlay colour for the door trims and 
centre console. 

Standard MINI Countryman Park Lane specification includes 
sports seats finished in cloth and leather, automatic air 
conditioning, rain sensor with auto lights, a sports leather-

The optional 18-inch alloys look great, but the new JCW sits too 
high in my opinion

JCW only Rebel Green looks good - but does it work with the 
red highlights?

The new MINI JCW also made an appearance at the  
Geneva presentation
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

1st Monday (if Bank 
Holiday then 2nd Monday)

Harvester Stanney Oaks, Stanney Lane, Little Stanney, 
nr Ellesmere Port. CH2 4HT

David Davies 01244 332282

  Derbyshire &           
  Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Monday of 
the Month

Bluebell Inn (A 515) DE6 1NH Andrew Shadforth 07812 350409
andrewshadforth@hotmail.co.uk      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
m.willson625@btinternet.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com
Frank Willis 07743 577344
frankmwillis@gmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

The Park Gate Inn, Ashford Road, Hollingbourne, Maidstone 
ME17 1PG

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke
01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr
01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, 
near Chester-le-Street, just off Junction 63 on the A1M. 
DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049
0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 29th March  
At noon

The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel.             
Edinburgh eh28 8lx

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region First Thursday  At 7.30 Greyhound Inn, Pettistree, Nr Wickham Market IP13 0HP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Phone for details Simon Wheatcroft 01827 830726 
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 
01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

Wiltshire & Dorset January 14th at 8pm The New Queen Pub  Ringwood Road, Avon, Christchurch, 
Dorset BH23 7BG

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

James Harrison 07831 217 335
yorkshire1973@hotmail.com

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

NEW
DATE

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org



Mini Cooper Register | 57

This meeting is claimed to be ‘The World’s Biggest Classic Motor Racing Festival’, whether or not it is, a super opportunity 
exists to see cars that are part of our motor sporting heritage, racing and in preparation in the fully accessible pits; 
Honorary member Peter Baldwin is always good to watch.

After I mentioned this to the MCR it was suggest that I pursued it, bearing in mind it is the same weekend as the Mini 
Festival at Brands Hatch. In conjunction with Justin Ridyard, I have registered the MCR for 2015 and will co-ordinate 
enquiries for those who might wish to attend.

Bearing in mind it is a 3 day meeting the MCR decided to treat 2015 as trial run and to concentrate on Saturday 25 July 
to see what the level of support is. At this stage it is not intended to run a club stand, just book, turn up and enjoy the 
cars, atmosphere and racing day. If you would like to know more about the event, please look it up at http://www.
silverstoneclassic.com 

If you would like to attend please email me at sc_15@icloud.com for booking instructions and let me have your Name, 
Membership Number, Registration and Model; this will help with assessing the event for another year. 

The event can be thoroughly recommended, is well organised, a free classic bus service runs between the National Pits, 
near where the clubs are located, and the International Pits making it possible to visit all areas easily.

Email h13jkr@hotmail.com or call Justin or Annmarie on 01304 330715
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Hampshire Region

Hampshire region had a quiet meeting in February with only 15 members present.  We decided to have another quiz night in March and planned a 
road run down to the Haynes museum in July.  

However, much of the discussion was on the ongoing fettling of a number of member’s cars.  Mostly about getting ready for the forthcoming motorsport 
season, although I think the majority have decided that Wiscombe in April is probably not a good idea following 3 years of rain, wind and mud.  Graham Hendra 
entertained us with his latest acquisition with a catchy moniker!  At the rate he is getting on with it, he may have time to get the Inno ready for Beaulieu! 

As always new members are welcome, come along and join us at the George and Falcon in Warnford on the A32 and join the varied conversation 
and topics being discussed.

Tony Salter

Kent Region

Hi from Kent! 

Just a couple of bits from us this month, we are at the Deal Classic Motor Show on May 24th so please contact us ASAP if you would like to come 
along. It’s a delightful show with all sorts going on, music, cakes and a few craft stalls too - and of course lots of cars and classics. Bring a picnic!

Keep your eyes on your email boxes as the entry forms for the Ham Sandwich Run (30th August) are on their way out if you don’t have it already - 2015 
see’s the event move to a different part of Kent once more. We had a full complement in 2014 and this year the event will tie in nicely with our French 
trip and a stop off at a local wine producer to see how we do it this side of the water. This is open to all regions not just to our Kent Region members.

Our full events for this year are listed below. If you would like to join us at any of these please drop us an email or give us a call.

24th May – Region Spring get together. At the Deal Classic Motor Show for the RNLI*
14th  June – Kent Stand - MCR, National Mini Cooper Day – Beaulieu. 
28th June - Brands Hatch Mini Festival (TBC post MSV confirming club space)
4th & 5th July – KENT EVENT - Champagne Run, Voyage Région de Kent à la France #
19th July – Region Summer get together and picnic. Bearsted Green Classic Car Show for Kent Air Ambulance*
30th August – KENT EVENT - The Ham Sandwich Run #
* = Classic Car Show
# = Navigational Road Run

Monthly Meetings & Dates 2015
We meet at The Park Gate Inn, Ashford Road, Hollingbourne, Maidstone ME17 1PG. 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm. Next meeting 8th 
April. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at
http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   

Mid Staffs Region

Just a short note this month to make you aware of our future meetings, some of which have had to be re-scheduled.

Monday April 6th. This is a regular monthly meeting and it is also Easter Monday. So, the previously notified talk about teaching people to drive 
has been re-scheduled to the June meeting on 1st June. The April meeting will now be a traditional natter evening starting 7.30pm onwards.

Monday May 4th is the next regular meeting and this is also a Bank Holiday. So, this will therefore be a traditional natter meeting. This is the first 
time that two Bank Holidays have consecutively fallen on the first Monday of the month meetings since the Mid Staffs Region started in 2011.

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Monday June 1st, will now be the talk by Chris Winwood who has been a driving instructor for over 20 years. Besides teaching people to drive 
and pass the basic driving test, he also teaches people to advanced driving level and has instructed at the Porsche Experience based at Silverstone. 
So he has a wealth of experience and seemingly endless anecdotes! 

Monday July 6th, is the anniversary of the Region and will feature the annual Informal Concours, where everyone votes for the car they would like 
to take home with them. It will also feature a Barbeque, so will be a lot fun. Hopefully the sun will shine on us!

Also don’t forget that Sunday April 26th is Drive it Day, and there are 3 routes on offer. Contact me for more details if you wish to take part.

Remember, the Mid Staffs Region meets on the first Monday of each month at the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone ST15 0PX. All Minis 
and MINIs are welcome to join us.

Pete Cresswell
01785 760211
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com   

Scottish Region

Very quiet up here in Scotland as we eagerly await the first signs of Spring!  All the 
show forms are starting to arrive in my post box, so please do have a quick look 
through the list and contact me (or the designation contact person) ASAP on the events 
you wish to attend.  Events are open to all MCR members, regardless of region. So, if 
you fancy a holiday in Scotland that incorporates a show, you are more than welcome!

2015 events

• Next Meeting.  Our next meeting will be Sunday, 29th November at 12 PM at 
The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Edinburgh.

• Breakfast Run.  In an effort to get more people involved and bring costs down from a 
run involving an overnight stay, we’ve decided on a single day event / breakfast run for 
28th June.  Start: Powmill Milk Bar (near Dollar), finish Murrayshall Hotel, Scone, Perth. 

• Glamis Castle Vintage Vehicle Extravaganza.  We strongly urge all members 
(Scottish or otherwise) to bring out their cars to this event on 11/12 July.  Space won’t be an issue!  Booking closes mid-April, so please 
contact me ASAP to reserve your place!

• All other 2015 Events.     Please note the contact details for each of the events listed where we plan to have an MCR stand, in others, it is simply the 
case of making your own booking.  As such, please respond to the contact listed when it comes to registering your interest in any of the events. 

Patricia and Ben   

Thames Valley Region

News this month!

We are organising an afternoon visit to the newly refurbished Haynes Museum at Sparkford on the 
5th July.The visit to the Museum comes complete with afternoon tea in a private area.

We shall also be organising a run from the Thames Valley’s meeting place, The Phoenix at Phoenix Green, 
Hartley Witney. This run will be optional. The cost will be £20 per person (under 15’s £13.50).

To book your place please contact:

Lee Crabb 
info@scrumpix.co.uk
Mobile:  07804 136712

Monthly Meetings:

With the lighter evenings on their way why not pop along to one of our forth-coming meetings. 
Our meeting dates over the next few months are:
29th April, 27th May, 24th June, 29th July

As a reminder we meet on the last Wednesday of the month at The Phoenix, Phoenix Green from 8pm.

By the time you will read this Brooklands Mini Day will have been and gone, but we do hope you popped along and said “hello” to us on the day.

Ken and Robert   
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A small selection of cars at Glamis Castle
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Warwickshire Region

I have been involved with the Race Retro show since the first event when 
the MCR were approached at the last minute to have a stand. So I was 
very disappointed that I was not allowed a media pass to give me access 
to the live rally stage this year.  I do feel sorry for the traders as they have 
to pay a lot to attend and on the Sunday morning the halls were relatively 
empty as most of the paying public was outside awaiting the running of the 
rally stage. Public entry was £20 in advance and £26 on the day! 

Several members of the Warwickshire Region are also members of 
‘Rallying with Group B’ who had attracted 55 cars plus Patrick Walker’s 
8 porter (no relation).  When I arrived in the Parc Ferne, I discovered 
several Mini variants there.  Patrick Walker had also brought along 977 
ARX as well as 8 port Arden car; Derek & Nick Wilkins had brought their 
beautifully repaired CCC GTM; Jim & John Partridge had the Stobart car 
and finally ‘Jumping’ Jeff Williamson came with his Clubman.  Drive of the 
Sunday morning must go to Derek Wilkins who almost caught the tail happy 
Chevrolet Firenza, always a pleasure to watch.  Rumor has it that several 
sets of rear tyres were used during the 2 days!

As usual, members enjoyed a hearty full English breakfast, seems to be a Warwickshire Region thing!    
I should mention that members, Russ and Wendy Mason, had not brought their Mini, which they had 
taken part in the recent Bath Festival Rally but their MK2 Escort; but we still talk to them!  Russ’s son 
Jack celebrated his birthday on the Saturday and had a wonderful day accompanying Russell Brookes, 
Jimmy McRae & Dai Llewellyn, but he really wanted to sit alongside Ari Vatinen.  He did meet Ari on 
Sunday so it was an exceptional celebration weekend for him.

As usual the Mini drivers all enjoyed themselves and I hope that you enjoy seeing some of my photos 
as Robert & Stuart were also there. As the morning runs finished it began to rain and conditions 
deteriorated, especially at the back of the circuit. So, because of the slippery surfaces and standing water, 
the afternoon session was cancelled.  A very wise decision in my opinion.

After lunch I wandered around the show and bumped into Bill Price who had organised an Abingdon 
exhibit to celebrate 60 years.  The Mini on display was Paul Robert’s 1964 Mini Cooper 569 EMO 
which has been a regular participant at Goodwood and had a large number of silver ovals in the rear 
side windows recording the events attended.

Attendance at our monthly meeting goes from strength to strength and there were 15 present usually 
including Nigel and  Simon who serviced for Al Vines & Willy Cave on the Historique Monte in January.

Patrick Walker always has something of interest to add to the meeting and this time he was promoting the Historic Marathon Rally Show at Gaydon 
on Sunday 31st July which will also include a tribute to the Pirelli Classic Marathons of 1988-1991.  The region may put on a display stand if there is 
sufficient interest.   See advert in magazine or contact Cliff Porter by email: warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk 
 
Several members also belong to the Redditch & District Car Club.  Meetings are every other Monday at The Blue Boar, Binton at 8pm.   The club organizes 
regular rally training events, Autosolos and also The Lavender Run on 19th July 2015; all members of the MCR are invited.  See advert in magazine.  

The Warwickshire region meets on the 4th Wednesday each month at the Hounshill near Stratford-upon-Avon at 8pm.   If you live near Stratford-upon-
Avon please come along too and say hello; we are a friendly bunch and enjoy using our Minis.

Cliff Porter   

Green Mini 540 TDV - 
Patrick Walker 8port Stobart Car - John & Jim Partridge

Cox GTM - 
Nick and Derek 
(chasing Firenza!)

977 ARX - Patrick Walker

Clubman - Jumping Jeff Williamson
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Wilts. & Dorset Region

Back in November 2014 MCR members from the Wiltshire and 
Dorset regions made the decision to merge the two regions and 
share the common interest of the MCR.

Steve Harrison is the regional co-ordinator with Malcolm Francis 
& Nick Stansmore being the Wilts & Dorset liaison officers 
respectively. 

Venues planned so far for 2015 are to have a Club Stand on 2nd 
May  Downton Classic Car Show  this being the MCR’s 4th visit. 
Bookings have already been made and the show has become 
more popular each year with MCR members. There are awards 
presented for various categories as well as best club stand up for 
grabs!  There are also plenty of other family attractions available 
all day as is food and drink available. So, if you are interested 

please contact Malcolm Francis malcsmf@
btinternet.com for booking.

Next event on the calendar so far is the 
MCR National Mini Cooper Day Beaulieu 
on the 14th June and this is the MCR’s 
premier event and so not to be missed. 
Wilts & Dorset members wishing to be 
on the regional club stand please contact 
Nick Stansmore via his email address 
nickstansmore@live.co.uk. We look 
forward to meeting regional members at 
one or other of these events.

Steve Harrison   
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CLUB SHOP
.

New to the MCR regalia collection is an indoor 
car cover.  Made from a decent grade of nylon and 
although is fully waterproof, it is intended for indoor 
use as a dust cover.  The covers come complete with 
the MCR logo screen printed on the front, in black as 
the cover is red, mirror pockets (in the right place) for 
later Minis. A storage bag is also included for storage 
of the cover when not in use. The cover is tailored to 
fit a Mini with spotlights on the front too. The cover 
has an elasticated hem and also has handy straps with 
plastic buckles to go under the car.  

The price of the cover including postage and 
packaging within the UK is £33.25.  Overseas 
orders are welcome, but please phone or email for 
postage costs.   

please call

Sally or Tony Salter on  
02380 560073 to order.

On display at the 2014 Downton Car Show 
UHR 850 Downton’s Famous Car on loan 
from  Gaydon  Museum  partnered by MCR 
members  Nicky Porter’s BCF 700B  and 
Dr Blacklidge’s  66 FFR    Original Downton 
Cooper S  Cars

MCR’s 3rd visit to Downton Car Show 2014 1st gathering of 2015 at the New Queen
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Cars for sale

December 2007 Mini Clubman Cooper S. Astro Black with just 
about every available factory extra: Chilli pack, air conditioning, twin 
electric sunroof, satellite navigation, rear parking sensors, Punch 
leather seats (heated in the front), anthracite roof lining, chrome line 
interior and exterior, 17” Crown spoke wheels with good tyres, bi-xenon 
headlights, sports steering wheel, cruise control, MOT until 2016. Good 
condition throughout, only 48000 miles. £7,250 ono. coopersmk1@
hotmail.com or 01827 830539 Warwickshire

Rover Mini Cooper for sale on behalf of my friend. 
1990, 35,000 miles, same owner for last 7 years. Just passed MOT. 
Open to offers, please call for further information. 
Tel: 07968 311165 Northumberland

Trade 

The Mini Surgery
Keeping the Classic Mini Alive
Waterproof self adhesive door membrane kits for MK111, (1969 on) 
Minis. In the 1990’s rover started fitting clear membranes in place of the 
duck tape etc which went before. These became unavailable and we 
have had them manufactured to replace the originals. They are “handed” 
and once the door cards and old membranes removed, take minutes to 
fit. They have cut outs for door handle etc. and are very strong - £25.95 
per kit inclusive of p&p for MCR members. The kit arrives in a large tube 
and via recorded delivery. Cheques payable to R. Patterson.
The Mini Surgery, 12 Swanage Road, 
Lee-on-the-Solent, Hants PO13 9JW 
Tel: 07790 532997
email: theminisurgery@btopenworld.com

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.
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MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine
for Mini owners worldwide.

WWW.MINIMAG.CO.UK

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine
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ORIGINAL AND GREATEST MAGAZINE FOR THE MINI

www.miniworld.co.uk 
Subscription hotline: Tel: 01959 541444 

MiniWorld is proud to support
the Mini Cooper Register.
Find stunning feature cars
and informative historical

articles in every issue.



Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm.*Terms and conditions apply, call for details. †Based on an average customer, saving 28% when compared to buying three separate 
Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MG Midget.^Voucher Offer must be quoted at time of 
purchase, terms and conditions apply. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

UP TO 25% 
CLUB MEMBER
DISCOUNT*

IT PAYS TO
BE IN A 
CLUB, MAN

Insurance Worth Shouting About

Vsit us online at cherished.carolenash.com
Classic  |  Specialist  |  Camper Van  |  Military  |  Performance

0800 083 6302

YOU COULD

SAVE
28%
IF YOU INSURE MORE THAN 
ONE CLASSIC VEHICLE WITH 
A MULTI-CLASSIC POLICY† 

Of

� cial Sponsor of:

•  FREE and Simple Agreed Value*
• Talk to an expert in our UK CALL CENTRE
•  Pick a SPECIALIST REPAIRER of your choice
•   Up to £100,000 LEGAL PROTECTION if you’re in an accident 

that’s not your fault
•  UK & EU breakdown WORTH OVER  £100 - includes Homestart
• EUROPEAN COVER up to 90 days*
•  Salvage Retention Rights*
ALSO AVAILABLE
•  Laid up cover • Spare Parts Cover • Wedding cover • Track Day Cover  


