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Plastic Interior Mirrors

Door Mirrors - pre ‘80s

Door Mirrors - ‘80s on

Mk1/2 Washer Jets

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Lightweight Large 
Impeller Water Pump 
-  with Three Year Guarantee
GWP134EVO, GWP187EVO & GWP188EVO £18.90
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1947.89
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2340.00

We stock all standard and performance parts
1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . exchange £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps from £15.83 CNC race type from £108.66
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Comprehensive range of 
road/rally/race gearbox parts 
including 5 speed gearbox and 
Evolution diffs. Only RHP and 
top quality bearings stocked. 
No cheap imports that fall apart!
Original market leading Evo crosspin diff 
The best available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Competition baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . . . . . .£23.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

AP clutch road/race plus flywheel
Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £48.60
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . £32.18
Fast road/rally C-AHT595 180mm . . . . . . . . £63.28
AP Racing fast road/rally clutch plate 180mm £118.37
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £89.10
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £12.30
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355 . . . . . . . . . £18.28
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

WHITE

£30.30

Each

£4.20

As fitted from 1964 on
Grey 24A1750 £29.40
White24A2110 £30.30

Original pre ‘80s door mirrors. 
Flat glass, stainless steel head
Right hand - GAM215A £17.16 each 
Left hand - GAM216A £17.16 each
Also fits later cars using 
M90999 fitting kit £3.00

Original white backed type as 
fitted to post 1994 Minis. 
Pair £36.00 Order as GS25320
Black also available. Order as GS25319. Pair £30.62
All mirrors available separately

£17.16

GREY

£29.40

PAIR

£36.00

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Forget all the poly and uprated bushes when different lower
arms or tie bars are fitted. What you need is an offset rubber bush
to compensate with the extra distortion caused when correcting
the geometry on Minis.
Car set of lower arm bushes. . . . £12.26   
Part No C-STR632

Mini Spares are the main
sponsors of Mighty Mini,  Mini
Miglia and Mini Seven Racing

Most of the participants in these race series use our
parts!  Parts which they can trust and they find
superior to those of our competitors - surely that says
it all?  If you’re building to win, shop at Mini Spares!  

Suspension 
Cone
The only 
genuine 
cone springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. 
Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.70
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

£7.50

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

Cooper S Distributor
Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves. 
Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor arm
12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £58.50
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion 
kits! All the best quality distributors and 
parts stocked for road and race

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £79.20
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Visit the official
MiniSpares.com

website for
pictures,

downloads,
catalogues,

current prices &
special deals

Check out our 
updated website

See website for
up to date prices

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Mini Spares - NORTH

Mini Spares - MIDLANDS

Sales Showroom & Mail Order

HEAD OFFICE (London - A1M/M25)
Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar, Herts. 
EN6 3JN (Close to A1M & M25)

Tel: 01707 607700 (UK)
Tel: (+44)1707 607702 (Export)
Fax: 01707 656 786
Email: sales@minispares.com

Visit our branches...

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

or

£23.04

From brand new forgings, 
nitrided EN40B crank with large counter balanced webs
and bored holes for the big ends which reduces the re-
ciprocating weight of the crankshaft and does not ne-
cessitate drilling through the counterbalance webs.
Forgings are known to be stronger than billets as the
grain pattern follows the shape of the webs and bearings
whereas the billet type is machined across the grain.

For 1275cc blocks and made in 81.3mm and 86mm
stroke. . . . . . . . . . .£1657.92

Forged Cranks

New!

Supporting the Mini
owner since 1975

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

£40.69

Our own stainless steel bumper - fits BETTER
than Rover original! Part No.DPB10166
(Wrap around ends). . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20

Bumper and Brightwork

£55.20All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £68.44
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . . . . . . . £33.60
Non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . . . . . . . £24.00
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91

Minispares headlamp rings
Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . . £9.42
Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.20
S/steel inner ring DHF100010SS . £10.00

Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

NEW!
£18.90

Hook End Black Wiper Arms

State left or right hand drive
when ordering

Fits 1990 on

Each

£11.40

Clutches & Flywheels

Christmas/New Year Hours
Thursday 24th December . . . . . . . 9am – Noon
Friday 25th December . . . . . . . . . . CLOSED
Saturday 26th December . . . . . . . . . . CLOSED
Sunday 27th December . . . . . . . . . . CLOSED
Monday 28th December . . . . . . . . . . CLOSED
Tuesday 29th December . . . . . 9am –  5.30pm
Wednesday 30th December . . . . . 9am –  5.30pm
Thursday 31st December . . . . . 9am –  5.30pm
Friday 1st January . . . . . . . . . . . . CLOSED
Saturday 2nd January . . . . . . . . . . . . CLOSED
Sunday 3rd January . . . . . . . . . . . . CLOSED
Monday 4th January . . . . . . . 9am – 5.30pm

www.minispares.com

Body, Mechanical & TrimCATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2 catalogue. Completely re-written to include all models from 1959-2000.

Now 219 fully 
illustrated pages.
If you've got a Mini 

you need an AKM2 which has received rave reviews.

Cooperworld ad v60.qxp_Layout 2  06/11/2015  16:12  Page 1
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

January magazine – 1st December
February magazine – 1st January
March magazine – 1st February

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H)

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman

Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, 
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
russell.earnshaw@adp-architects.com 

Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539 
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com

Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 
76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
barbaraalexander945@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net 

Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, 
Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar

Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road,  
London N21 1JE  020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 

Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
stevebee49@live.co.uk

Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
daviddavies15@sky.com

Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019 
gingerfoss@hotmail.com

Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
dickens.garry@gmail.com  

1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE    
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org

New MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge,  
TN32 5QW  01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org 

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org forum.minicooper.org 

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Website and Forum 
Position Vacant

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb 
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH 
07834 081697 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Ken Hunter 01344 772446 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary 

DVLA V765 Contact 
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
email - v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert.indd   1 12/03/2015   16:36
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
T his month’s issue of CooperWorld 

is one of the two occasions 
when we go to a 64 page magazine 
as opposed to our normal 60 page 
limited one. One of the two occasions 
and reasons why we do this is to give 
prominence to the coverage of the Mini 
Cooper day at Beaulieu, and the other 
occasion our ‘Minis to...’ touring events. 
Since we covered Beaulieu in an earlier 
issue, in this month’s issue we obviously 
have extensive coverage of this year’s 
Mini to Ireland tour. It was the first 

ever such tour I also participated on as you will recall if you read my 
editorial in last month’s CooperWorld. 

So, I am really indebted to Tony and Angela Jones for kindly agreeing 
to do an article on the event, and which they have in some detail. 
They have done this not only from the perspective of participants, but 
also from the perspective of ‘incidental’ members of the organising 
tour team. I must admit that they have given a great account of some 
of the experiences we all shared and some we did not over the seven 
days of the tour. All this brilliantly illustrated with some fantastic 
photos accompanying the article taken by a number of people on the 
tour which wonderfully capture the sights and experiences.

Then Richard Sign has also been kind enough to write an article 
on his and his wife Linda’s experiences on Minis to Ireland in 
their Rover Mini. These are based mostly on Richard’s daily diary 
entries in which he recorded the experiences they had purely as 
participants on the tour. Please do read Richard’s account since it 
will give you a flavour of what to expect if you were contemplating 
going on such a tour in the future.

We also have a fascinating feature article from regular contributor 
Pete Flanagan all about the 1965 RAC rally as it was the first and 
only time that it was won outright by a Mini. It is no coincidence 
that Pete has undertaken to do his article at this time since it is 
almost 50 years to the day when the rally was won. As always, Pete 
has managed to unearth some previously unseen photos of some of 
the Minis that took part on the rally and not just of the Works cars 
that were entered by BMC. He has also had some great comments 
on the rally from some of the principal Mini personalities that were 
involved at the time, whom we all know and love, to give their 
personal recollections and assessment of this achievement half a 
century later. Enjoy!

There is so much more in this bumper issue that I could mention 
for you to enjoy but I have nearly exceeded my quota of editorial 
space. So, I will just have to let you discover for yourself as to 
what’s in store.

Before I sign off, I must apologise to Robert Clayson for crediting 
the front cover shot of last month’s issue to our chairman Robert 
Young. Clearly, I muddled up the two Roberts!

Finally, and unbelievably, Christmas will nearly be upon us by the 
time you receive this issue of CooperWorld so I must take this 
opportunity to wish all our members a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 

Paul Sulma 

We need someone to take over the 
very important post of

Webmaster 

The role also involves management of the club’s 
leased server, maintenance of the Forum and 

administration of the Facebook page.

Committee meetings take place 
five time a year.

Contact Robert Young initially 
for more information

COMMITTEE POST
WEBSITE

Sunday 3rd April 2016

The Mini Cooper Register will be attending this 
event and has reserved space for 20 cars.

If you would like to represent the club 
and are willing to display your car
Please contact Ken Hunter, 
Thames Valley Region

Contact Ken Hunter on   
01344 772446
email  kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com

Mini Day 
at 

Brooklands 



Beaulieu still occupies the Committee’s mind and although June 
and next summer seems a long way off, we have been struggling 

to come up with a person or team to run this event for us, with 
Tony Salter and his much valued Hampshire Region volunteer team 
standing down. We have investigated the idea of contracting out the 
running of the event, either to a professional company, or better still, 
Beaulieu themselves. I personally have never been a great supporter 
of this notion, as I feel the financial reward, or the crumbs on the 
table we will be left with by going down this path, would mean 
Beaulieu would no longer be a viable revenue stream for the club. 
This would, without doubt, mean our membership subs would have 
to go up significantly if we lost a substantial part of our much valued 
Beaulieu income. Fortunately, or otherwise, neither Beaulieu nor any 
professional show company have shown any interest in taking over 
our national day for us. 

This has left us still with the problem of who will run Beaulieu, if it’s 
to continue in any form. We, as I’ve stated before, are not joined at 
the hip with Beaulieu and having our national day in the New Forest, 
but the same problem persists – if we do move to another location, 
of which I’m sure there are many suitable places up and down the 
country, we still need a team to run the show. It is a sad fact that this 
club is effectively run by a very small band of people and the same 
members time and time again step up and get on with the work. 
Sadly, the remainder seem to sit by and expect others to do the 
work for them. 

For Beaulieu and this club to survive we must have more capable 
people step forward and offer to help. As we are up against it with 
Beaulieu this year, Tony has offered to come out of retirement to 
help run it next year once again. But what must happen is we need a 
volunteer to assist Tony and shadowing him this year with the view 
of taking over the following year. It is unthinkable that we shall not 
have our Beaulieu or our national day at some other venue but we 
can’t continue to rely on Tony Salter’s kind nature to run Beaulieu for 
us. It’s up to you our club membership to step forward if you want 
our national day to continue in one form or another. We really need 
somebody now to take up the challenge and volunteer to assist Tony.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Entries for Minis to Monte 2016 
continue to come in thick and fast 

and, at the time of writing, we have just 
five places left. With this event being as 
popular as ever and with just 40 spaces 
available, I would be surprised if we didn’t 
have a full entry before too long. This is, 
of course, a great vote of confidence in 
these events of ours, especially coming 
off the back of a very successful Minis to 
Ireland event this autumn. So, if you are 
contemplating an entry, don’t delay or it 
might be too late. 

As most will know, we only run Minis to Monte every other year and in 
the intervening year we have tried to provide an interesting alternative. 
However, it now seems obvious to the Committee that to attract 
enough people to make these alternate year events attractive, we have 
to get on a boat and go somewhere. Having tried events to Scotland 
and the Lakes & Borders, these events, although fine in themselves, do 
not attract sufficient numbers. So, we have decided now to run Minis 
to Ireland on a regular basis in the alternate years between Minis to 
Monte. That’s not to say we won’t consider another location but for 
the moment it will be Monte one year and then Ireland the following 
year. We do have the luxury of having Hugh and Jan Wyllie resident in 
Ireland and between them they know almost every interesting road in 
Ireland. They also have a good relationship with the local hoteliers – all 
very useful. They have kindly agreed to continue planning the routes for 
these events for us and so we will return to Ireland in 2017. 

With IMM being staged in Ireland in May 2017, we had considered 
coinciding our Minis to Ireland run with either the start or finish at 
IMM. However, after careful consideration, it was decided that we 
just could not support that idea. This is primarily due to the volume 
of holiday traffic that will be around on the narrow roads at that time 
of year and secondly, it would also mean doing the route planning 
and recce work on the ground at the height of winter - something 
that is also not a great idea. It will also be stretching our limited 
resources considerably trying to put on a major event just seven 
months after Minis to Monte – and likely stretch members’ wallets 
too. So, reluctantly we decided to stick to our late September date 
and forsake coinciding the event with IMM. I hope members will 
appreciate the reasoning behind that decision.
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We welcome the following new members who joined during October

NEW MEMBERS
William Inch, Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey
Matthew Handford, Rochester, Kent
Robert & Rachel Wilson, Newcastle Upon Tyne, Tyne & Wear
Stephen Radcliffe, Selby, North Yorkshire
James Heron, Sunderland
William Machin, Bolton, Lancs
Mark Borrowdale & Margaret Raven, Kendal, Cumbria
Paddy & Mandy MacVean, Banstead, Surrey
Cyril & Doreen Clements, Rugby, Warwickshire
Brian Mackenzie, Poole, Dorset
Simon Potts, Hitchin, Herts
Sarah Voss, Glasgow
Bethany & Georgina Drake, Hemel Hempstead
Leigh & Cathryn Crane, Fareham, Hampshire

Simon & Matthew Hill, Warrington, Cheshire
James & Rebecca Telfer, Stanthorpe, Queensland, Australia
Steven Powell, Cardiff
Werner Sommerfeld-Nash, Paignton, Devon
John Kent, Clifton Reynes, Bucks
David & Pauline Llewellyn, Newport, Gwent
Richard & Louise Twyman, Deal, Kent
Steven Koss & Suzanne Lafolley, Les Adrets De L’esterel, France
Graham Hendra, Southampton, Hampshire
Colin Avery, Swindon, Wiltshire
Christopher & Justina Carter, Southend On Sea, Essex
John Newbury, Bedford
Paul Preston, Telford, Shropshire



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED
Unit 2 Broadfield Farm, Great Somerford, Chippenham, Wiltshire  Sn15 5El   Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316   Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk   Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SM050 Portrait A5 Advert.indd   1 24/09/2013   14:27



especially for the smaller local events close to you. Come on regional 
organisers let me have yours too!

Please also register your interest for a visit to the Heritage factory in 
2016.We will know a precise date early next year once the production 
schedules are set. 

Finally, don’t forget to buy your IMM tickets to Belgium next year, 
anyone interested in joining us in the MCR camping area please make 
contact. You will need to buy tickets from http://www.imm2016.be/.

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

I have just been putting the last finishing 
touches to the stand for this year’s 

NEC Classic Motor Show before writing 
this report. I am very excited as we 
will have a fantastic line up of cars for 
the show once again. Hopefully, there 
will be lots of pictures and a full report 
in the January issue of the magazine. I 
have also been reflecting on a great year 
for the club for not only displaying at 
shows, but organising a great selection 
of touring assemblies. We do hold them 
all over the UK from Scotland, Yorkshire, 
Staffordshire, Hertfordshire, Thames 
Valley and down in Kent of course. If you 

have never attended one make sure you do in 2016! The clubs major 
touring assembly, Minis to Monte for 2016 is close to selling out already, 
and I’m particularly looking forward to next year’s event.

I’m also looking forward to the Brooklands Mini Day on the 3rd April 
2016, as this show always signifies the start of the show season to me. 
Contact Ken Hunter at kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com if you would 
like to show your car on the MCR club stand. I will have info next 
month re the London to Brighton run for May 2016. The MCR will, 
again, pre-buy tickets to resell at face value to its members on a first 
come first served basis.

The events list for 2016 is really starting to take shape now as organisers 
are announcing dates. I know I say it often but, don’t forget to let me 
know about any events that you are aware of for next year’s calendar! 
It’s important to our members so any information is gratefully received 
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EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard



EVENTS CALENDAR

Mini Cooper Register | 11

Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2015

2016

January

Event: Mini Winter Rally 2016   
Date: 22nd 23rd & 24th January 
Location: Switzerland 
Contact: http://mini-winter-rally.blogspot.ch/ or   
mini.winter.rally.2005@gmail.com 

Event: MCR Hinton Firs Weekend  
Date: 29th – 31st January 2016 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: Josh Bromage   
secretary@minicooper.org    
or telephone 07950 753299 

Event: British Mini Fair    
Date: 31st January 
Location: Bingley Hall, Stafford 
Contact: Wilts Region Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

February

Event: London Classic Car Show   
Date: 18-21st February 2016 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

 March

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show  
Date: 5th and 6th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April

Event: Brooklands Mini Day   
Date: 3rd April (Sunday) 
Location: Brooklands Museum, Surrey 
Contact: Thames Valley Region - Kenneth Hunter 
kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com

Event: Pride of Longbridge   
Date: 16th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge,  
B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

May

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day  
Date: 30th April - 2nd May TBC 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park for MK1 Mini’s 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: Donington Historic Festival   
Date: 30th April - 2nd May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 30th April - 2nd May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: British Mini Day   
Date: 8th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Mini Run 2016 
Date: 22nd May 2016 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2016  
Date: 12-16th May 
Location: Lommel Belgium 
Contact: http://www.imm2016.be/   
Club presence: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

June

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: 12th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINIs. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 18th-19th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

July

Event: Champagne Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 2nd-3rd July 
Location: Champagne Region, France 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

Event: Festival of Speed    
Date: 8th-9th-10th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Lavender Run    
Date: 24th July TBC 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic   
Date: 22nd, 23th and 24th July (Club presence likely to 
be one day TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

October

Event: Minis to Monte 2016 (Event full)  
Date: 1st - 8th October 
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -    
membership@minicooper.org

EVENTS



EVENTS

Minis To Ireland 2015
By Tony and Angela Jones
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The second MCR Minis to Ireland event took place from 17th through to 24th 
September, 2015. All but two of the thirty cars starting from England and 

Wales met up at the ferry port in Fishguard, and the absentees managed to catch 
up with the tour over the next two days. At Fishguard we signed on, were issued 
with the ‘Road Book’ for the tour together with super Rally Jackets. Then we were 
reunited with old friends and made new ones. The weather was lovely and the 
four hour crossing to Rosslare was smooth. From Rosslare, the 30 mile journey 
to the Brandon House Hotel at New Ross was straight forward. Here we met up 
with Hugh and Jan Wyllie, Emma their daughter, Mary Nugent, as well as Kevin 
and Connor the service crew. From Ulster we were joined by Walter Simpson 
and Mervyn Thompson, Wesley Johnston and Graham Gilbert, and finally from 
Edinburgh by Cathlean and Peter Bastian.

Sadly, our Classic Mini did not accompany us to Ireland this year, like one or two 
other non-Mini crews on this event, so we knew that we were going to miss out on 
some of the fun. To avoid breaking up the cavalcade of Minis we elected to travel at 
the back of the field in our VW Golf, with Emma and Mary in the ‘Sweeper Car’ and 
‘Legs’ (Kevin) and Connor in the service van. Hopefully, we could make ourselves 
useful as well.

Day 2 – New Ross to Sneem. 178 miles.

This was the real start of the event. Several Minis had ‘bonnets up’ in the car park 
of the hotel, and the service crew were busy before we had even started! But at 
9:30am, Emma flagged the cars off at 30 second intervals. Now we were on our 
own with our Road Book and our Route Master Question sheet (10 questions to 
answer each day to ensure we were following the correct route). The target time 
to Sneem was just over 7 hours but, this included an hour for lunch and 30 minutes 
for a coffee break. It was here that we discovered we were not going to starve in 
Ireland! After a more than adequate breakfast at the hotel, our coffee stop offered 
a huge scone with jam and cream, and the lunch stop offered huge sandwiches and 
a bowl of soup. 

The day was cloudy but dry. Initially, from New Ross the roads were smooth as 
billiard tables! We recalled that when we first visited Ireland about 20 years ago the 
roads were dreadful; even the main roads were bumpy and full of potholes! Anyway, 
we headed west via Waterford, Dungarvan, Lismore, Fermoy, Mallow and Kenmare 
to Sneem on The Ring of Kerry. As the day progressed, the roads became more 
interesting and challenging as they included two Circuit of Ireland stages that always 
prove interesting. The first was Mullaghanish and the second at Furiry where, if we 
had been alert, the answer to Question 6 was that we were 1,045 feet above sea 
level! The Road Book was excellent; the only thing we needed to be aware of was 
that the book and our odometers were calibrated in miles and the distances on the 
sign posts were in kilometres.

Starting line up on the first day of the tour

An impressive line up of Minis and MINIS

On one of the Circuit of Ireland rally stages

It doesn’t always rain in Ireland



From the Sneem Hotel, where we would spend the next three nights, we enjoyed 
fantastic views over the Kenmare Estuary. The Minis had an exclusive parking area 
which allowed their owners to tweak to their hearts content. With so many Minis 
‘gathered together’ it created an enthusiastic interest both for other entrants and 
hotel visitors alike.

Day 3 – Sneem to Sneem. 213 miles

This day was a long run taking in the Kerry and Dingle Peninsulas, with fantastic 
views everywhere one looked. The route was circular, and it was possible not 
to do the entire route if one felt so inclined. There were a few places where 
one could peel off and thus reduce the mileage somewhat. The day began with 
a coastal trip around the Ring of Kerry which forms part of The Wild Atlantic 
Way and is a designated scenic route around Ireland for visitors in cars or 
coaches. We would travel on sections of it for much of our meanderings over 
the following few days. There were stunning views of the Skelligs near Port 
Magee and Valencia Island (of weather forecasting fame). The edges of the 
roads were a continuous garden of wild flowers; Fuchsias, Montbretia, Ox-
eye daisies, ferns; all species which had finished flowering a few weeks ago in 
Wales. Flags of Kerry were flying from most of the homes in support of a local 
Gaelic Football team who were to play Dublin. The weather was holding (just) 
but a mist hung on the hills. After a good lunch at The Red Fox Inn the route 
followed the coast road around the spectacular Dingle Peninsula to Slea Head 
before returning to Kerry and crossing the peninsula to Sneem; via the Lakes 
of Caragh and two Circuit of Ireland stages; Glencar and the famous stage of 
Ballaghbeama where the Road Book advised to “beware of tight bends and long 
drops”! We did! Suddenly, we were back in Sneem for a natter and a noggin in 
the bar, and to reflect on another super day.

Day 4 – Sneem to Sneem. 181 miles.

It was raining! Emma flagged off the cars from under the canopy of the hotel 
entrance. It was Sheep’s Head and the Ring of Beara today, with lunch at Mizen 
Head. We followed another section of The Wild Atlantic Way into Killmakillogg, 
then onto another Circuit of Ireland stage. It was a pretty route through a tunnel of 
overhanging trees but it was very narrow, very winding, very green and very wet. 
Suddenly, we came across several Minis; one of which was in trouble; the occupiers 
of the others Minis were there to give help and support in any way they could. 
The Doughty service van was right behind us; and the diagnosis was a broken tie 
bar. A new one was fitted drilled and held in place with a split pin, and eventually 
everyone was back on the road again. But, the weather was worsening. Next we 
tackled another Circuit of Ireland stage down the Healy Pass. We had driven this 
stage several times before, in both directions, but never in such wet conditions. 
Looking on the bright side, there was no traffic coming up! While no records 
would be broken this day we were able to appreciate the magnificence of the Pass 
in a very different way. The rain, as waterfalls, cascaded over the rocks or ran in 
dashing rivulets down the mountainside – fantastic to behold. But, the sheep were 
unimpressed by the grandeur of it and carried on obliviously as usual!

All this had happened before coffee break at Glengarriff, albeit, for us, a late coffee 
stop. We wondered if the front runners were already tucking into their lunch at 
Mizen Head, some 60 miles ahead. The weather had caused some of the roads en 
route to Mizen Head to be closed and detours were found to get there. We were 
happy to see so many of our Minis parked up. Later, Robert and Hugh came to the 
conclusion that the weather had deteriorated too much for the group to continue, 
and the planned afternoon session over Priest’s Leap was cancelled. However, they 
came up quickly with an alternative route. At Sneem Hotel that evening everyone 
was accounted for!

EVENTS
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The oldest Mk1 Mini Cooper on the tour

Modern MINIs were on the tour too

The one and only Minivan on the tour

Empty Irish roads with fantastic scenery
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No Passing places in the tunnel

The scenery doesn’t get any better than this
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Day 5 – Sneem to Connamara. 210 miles.

After the disappointing weather of yesterday, this day turned out to be lovely, and just 
as well, because it was going to be a challenging one in any case; what with the mileage, 
crossing the River Shannon at Tarbet ferry and negotiating our way around Galway. So, 
we set off towards Killarney on the R568, enjoyed seeing the Carrauntoohill Mountains 
ahead of us (the highest in Ireland) and were soon on to a Circuit of Ireland stage, 
avoiding the sheep on the road. Then we came across numerous Minis parked up all 
over the place, where ever they could. Apparently, one of our Minis slid off the road, 
turned over and landed in the bog about 3 feet below road level, cleverly missing a 
rock on the way! Thankfully, no one was hurt. By the time we arrived the car was back 
on the road and still in a drivable condition. There was a long delay before we could 
continue while the service crew checked the car over, and while the occupants and 
those who had witnessed it all happening could compose themselves.

Soon we were approaching the Kerry Way. The Road Book advised us to take care 
because of ‘jaunting’ horse and carts, and walkers on the track. And yes, they were there, 
lots of them, in this seemingly remote countryside. At 22 miles from the start of our 
day, the Road Book advised ‘Care – blind crest that goes sharp right’. And it did! There 
we happened upon a couple of Minis; one minus a front bumper and with a front, left 
wheel askew. Parking here was not a good idea. So, we left space for the service van 
and continued down the mountain for a short way where we were able to park. Soon, 
they all followed, moving very slowly. The Mini pulled in, in front of us. The service van, 
meanwhile, had had news of another Mini with problems, and so went off to investigate 
what was happening there. For the two cars on the mountainside, the question was, 
would we be able to get a breakdown car to transport the Mini down? Mobile phone 
reception was poor here, but eventually we received word to escort this ailing Mini about 
3 miles down the hill to a car park where there would be room to assess the damage. 
The courageous driver led the way, leaving a black line from the wonky wheel along the 
track. On the way we passed the other Mini-in-distress, its front somewhat battered; but 
there was no sign of any occupants. We were glad to make the car park without incurring 
any further damage. There, in the car park, Kev and Connor, the driver of the Mini, Ian 
Wright, Phil Dyson and others worked so hard to get the Mini going but all their attempts 
came to nought. After about 4 hours of trying, a breakdown truck came from Killarney 
and arrangements were set in place to transport the stricken Mini home to England. The 
second Mini was, also, transported off the mountain to be taken home too. Both crews 
opted to continue with the event and went off to find hire cars. That left the sweeper 
car, the service van, two ‘helping’ Minis and one VW running very late; and we were only 
about 26 miles from the beginning of our day!

We abandoned the Road Book and followed the main roads to Connamara. But, 
we still needed to cross the Shannon at Tarbet. We reached the official lunch stop 
at 6.30pm and stopped, not for lunch, but for much needed drinks (non-alcoholic), 
before attempting the final 65 miles to reach the Renvyle Hotel. Part-way there we 
caught up with a convoy travelling extremely slowly. It turned out to be a funeral 
procession and, this, we followed at about 20 mph, in the dark for 27 miles! Journeys 
end was reached at 9:30pm and we went straight into dinner and to an ovation from 
the rest of the crowd. Renvyle Hotel is well known for good food and it was very, 
very good that night. And we had got Connor to Connamara for his very first visit!

Day 6 – Connamara to Connamara 178 miles.

It is amazing what a good night’s sleep can do! After the challenges of the day before, it 
was nice that the sun came out for our route today, which was a ‘there-and-back journey’ 
and with no obvious way to shorten the route. One or two Minis decided to do their own 
thing, and the rest of us set off from Renvyle towards an early coffee stop at Woods Hotel 
in Westport. The first few miles re-traced some of the route we had travelled in the dark 
the previous evening. Then we branched off towards Westport and were surrounded by 
cloud-topped mountains, lots of water and wonderful views. Plenty of peat cutting was 
obvious, the peat stored in bags to dry. After Westport we followed the coast road to its 
junction with Achill Island. We drank in the mountains, the sea loughs, the sea mists and 
never-ending amazing views. At one point The Wild Atlantic Way lived up to its name with 
continuous, white waves crashing towards the cliffs and onto a raised pebble beach. There 
were numerous new dwellings and plots for further development along this peninsula and 
on Achill Island. We mused that this area could look very different in a few years from now! 
At Dooagh, Achill Island, we turned into the Last Drop Coffee Shop and Bar for lunch. Lots 
of Minis and their crews were there – quite a novel experience for those of us at the rear!

On the return journey to Renvyle we re-traced our tracks as far as Westport but 
from then on travelled down a wonderful, scenic valley. The road was winding and 
there was no traffic; we followed Emma and had great sport. No major incidents 
occurred; nor too many small problems to be solved. We had had a grand day out!

Day 7 – Connamara to Wexford. 216 miles.

This was a day of passage from Renvyle in the north west to the Ferrycarrig Hotel at 
Wexford (close to the ferryport at Rosslare) in the south east. Despite the mileage, the 
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Classic Mini in a classic Irish mountain vista

One of many fine coffee, lunch and afternoon tea stops

The end of another great day

Photo taken in 2015 but the cars and building in the photo 
make it look like it could have been taken in 1965

Yet another coffee stop!
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travelling was good. The first car was flagged off at 9:30am but the back markers did 
not leave until 11.00ish. ‘sweepers’ and the service crew had been busy; so, while 
they tucked into a late but hearty Irish breakfast we enjoyed another cup of coffee.

We plunged into a Circuit of Ireland stage soon after setting off. It was a scenic 
route through wooded mountains and we all enjoyed this stage a lot. Lunch 
was at the Malthouse in the square at Montbellow. Here, Question 3 asked us 
to name the statue in the square? It turned out to be a lively, equine statue (in 
bronze) of Bobby Jo, horse extraordinaire who had won both the Irish National 
and the Grand National at Aintree. We did not catch sight of any MCR Minis all 
day long but the Landlord at the tea break said that the last Mini had departed 
about 25 minutes before we arrived. So, for Kev and Connor it was an easy day; 
at least until we arrived at Wexford.

As we travelled, we wondered how a week in Ireland could pass so quickly. But the 
answer was obvious – we were enjoying ourselves! We mused if, other than sheep 
and small herds of cattle, Ireland imported all its food? We had travelled about 1,225 
miles in total around this lovely Emerald Isle but had seen no food crops growing 
anywhere. We also mused that Minis travelling at the beginning of our convoy would 
have a very different impression of this event. Although we were all travelling along 
the same route, each Mini would experience it from an individual point of view. We 
hoped that our story would recall some happy memories for the participants.

We arrived at The Ferrycarrig Hotel, which was as good as ever and in ample 
time to sort ourselves out, put on our glad rags and have drinks in the bar before 
our final dinner of the tour. Everyone had a good time and we each received a 
Finishers Award for taking part on The Minis to Ireland Event 2015. However, 
special awards went to Phil and Sue Dyson who received the ‘Spirit of the 
Event’ award; Cathlean and Peter Bastian were awarded ‘The Wooden Spoon’ 
and Colin and Margaret Armit won the ‘Route Master’ award for answering the 
greatest number of questions correctly in the road quiz. 

Day 8 – Wexford to Rosslare. Approx. 14 miles.

Some crews were extending their holiday in Ireland and our Irish friends would 
be returning to their respective homes, but most of us were heading for the 
ferry port. It was a morning of ‘good byes’ but we hoped that we would all meet 
up again soon. Maybe on the ‘Minis to Monte’ run in 2016? 

Our thanks go to all the organisers who put so much time into the event; to 
Chairman Robert and his wife Lesley Young; to Hugh and Jan Wyllie who devised 
the route and sourced hotels; to Emma who organised Start Control every 
morning with a smile and a chat for everyone; as well as ‘sweeping’ and noting 
where every Mini was en route - even if they were just filling up with fuel. The 
‘sweeper’ could not continue until all the Minis were ahead. Thanks also go to 
Kev and Connor who worked exceptionally hard on our behalf, especially at the 
start and finish of every day. Thanks are also due to Tiny who joined us for the 
weekend as a photographer. To all these people we are indebted for making the 
2015 Minis to Ireland such a fun and enjoyable event.

Tony and Angela Jones

Main photos by Amanda Fisher and Alex Warrington
The last day of the tour

You might have to do a bit of tinkering on your Mini!

The weather can change in the passing of a Mini
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Mid Staffs Region Autumn Tour
By Pete Cresswell

This year the Autumn Tour took place 
on October 10th and offered 170 miles 

through Staffordshire, Herefordshire and 
Shropshire. After successfully including in the 
entrance fee, a breakfast at the start, morning 
coffee, lunch and afternoon tea along the route 
on last year’s tour, we adopted the same format 
for this year’s tour. After a bit of anxiety over 
the weather in the days before the tour, the 
actual day was one of those magical windows in 
the weather pattern and promised to be cloudy 
with good visibility and no rain!

The start (and finish) was at the George and 
Dragon, just to the north of Stone, which has 
been the regular meeting place of the Region 
for 3 years. It was an early rise for some to get 
to the start for 7.45am, especially for HRCR 
member, Keith Jenkins, who lives in Criccieth 
and had to drive to Manchester first to pick up 
his son David who was navigating. Both reckon 
the Autumn Tour is an event worth travelling a 
few miles for! The full entry of 30 cars ranged 
from an MG TD and a Mercedes SL190 from the 
1950’s through various MGs, Minis, Triumphs 
and Austin Healeys of the 60s, 70s and 80s, not 
to mention a few modern cars like an Audi TT 
and a Mazda MX5. Of special note was a very 
real rally car, an Alpine A110 which, after a very 
successful rally career in Belgium, was bought by 
Andy Sargent. Still bedecked with all its stickers, 
Andy has used the car for more gentle things – a 
few hillclimbs and sprints, plus a Renault day 
Williams Grand Prix, where his car was driven by 
Damon Hill and Jacques Villeneuve who signed 
the headlining. Getting back to Minis, these were 
represented by Nick/Lynne Hunter and Pete/
Alison Chadwick, both in 1968 Cooper Ss, with 
Colin and Margaret Armit in a 1997 Cooper. Zoe 
Anderson and Chris New entered their 2000 
Rover Mini, and two fabulous ‘commercials’ of 
Ian/Carole Potter (Mini Van) and Martyn/Tracey 
Blunt from Sutton Coldfield in their recently 
restored 1981 Mini Pick-Up.

The tour route was split into 4 stages, each taking 
around 1¾ hours to complete, and the road book 
featured the popular ‘Tulip’ diagram instructions, 
supported by total and interval distances plus road 
sign information. The road book also contained a 
description of the various sights along the route.

 From the start the first stage route headed for 
Halfpenny Green Vineyards for the Morning 
Coffee. To avoid towns on a busy Saturday 
morning, this stage mostly used country lanes to 
get to the south of Shifnal, where the B4176 was 
picked up for the last 7.5 miles. The navigation 
in this stage was quite intensive with junctions 
coming up quickly and one in particular caught 
out many people where two junctions about 
100 yards apart were split over two pages in the 
road-book! After a 30 minute or so break, stage 
2 initially went west to cross the River Severn 
at Bridgnorth, and then to give navigators a rest 
there was 30 miles of straightforward roads to 
Cleobury Mortimer, over Clee Hill from where 
the next highest point to the east are the Ural 
mountains, before descending into the Teme 

Valley on the outskirts of Tenbury Wells. After 
the crossroads with the A49 at Woofferton, 
the route went past the radio station which 
during the cold war was used to beam ‘Voice 
of America’ into the Eastern Bloc. This easy 
section was then followed by more lanes to the 
south of Ludlow, mostly through woodlands 
displaying their fabulous autumn colours, and 
eventually arriving in Leintwardine for the 
lunch stop at The Lion hotel. Here, racer 
Russell Martin reported his Healey 100/4 was 
overheating a little, which eventually made it a 
Healey 100/3 during the next stage. 

Stage 3 went north and to the west of Craven 
Arms to get to the southern end of the Long 
Mynd. After a steady climb along the base of 
the hill to get to Asterley, the first real climb 
was a 1 in 5 up to the gliding club, which offers 
tremendous views to the south and west. A 
run along the top to pass the highest point, Pole 
Bank (1,693ft), led to a hairpin left and a steep 
descent to Ratlinghope. For the tour in 2013 
this part was shrouded in cloud and the drop to 
the bottom of the valley couldn’t be seen. No 
such luxury this year, as the road winds down 
to the valley the full extent of the drop could be 
seen by all – it was, of course, on the navigator’s 
side for most cars! It was then a long climb back 
to the top for another expansive panorama, this 
time to the north and over Shrewsbury and as 
far as Chester. A steep (1 in 4) descent down 
to All Stretton, which left the brakes wanting 
on a SAAB 2-stroke, before passing through 
Church Stretton, followed by a run over 
Wenlock Edge to Much Wenlock. It was then 
a gentle run down into the Severn Valley and a 
well-deserved afternoon tea at the Valley Hotel 
in Ironbridge. Those arriving in the car park just 
before 3.30pm had the added bonus of catching 
a glimpse of another Cold War icon - the Vulcan 
V-Bomber XH558 flying down the Severn Valley 
en-route to Cosford as part of one of its last 
flying tours before retirement. 

The area around Ironbridge is a designated 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, and the final 
stage initially went past some of the important 
sights. A short run from the Valley Hotel along 
the northern bank of the Severn led to the 
most important of these, the famous Iron 
Bridge which was constructed between 1777 
and 1781 by Abraham Darby III, following his 
grandfather’s development of smelting iron 
using a blast furnace. A little further and the 
route passed the Bedlam Furnaces which Darby 
took over in 1776. The area was also famous 
for china and the Coalport China Factory, which 
is now a museum, and was the last sight before 
the route climbed out of the valley via a steep 
uphill hairpin left followed by a gentle run along 
open roads through Shifnal to Newport. A last 
challenge was some of the lanes to Bishops 
Offley and a narrow passage through rocks. 
With the overhanging trees and low light it was 
very dark for about 300 yards through here. 
More lanes led to picking up the A519, then the 
A51 for the last few miles back to the finish for a 
drink and a chat at The George and Dragon.

The 2015 Autumn Tour was well received 
having a spectacular route offering great vistas, 
vivid autumn colours, a dash of history, shaken 
and stirred with some great driving roads and 
a selection of classic cars doing what they were 
designed to do – give driving pleasure. One 
or two thought it was long at 170 miles (they 
haven’t tried Minis to Monte!) but all thought 
the inclusive breaks made it a great day out. 
Roll on next year and it’s back to Derbyshire. 
The route will include a full lap of the High Peak 
Road Racing Circuit proposed in 1955!

Pete Cressell
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A selection of cars at the start

Colin and Margaret Armit Rover Mini 
Cooper with the oldest car on the tour

Martyn and Tracey Blunt 1981 Mini Pick-Up 
with Healey 100 and TR4 at Halfpenny Green

Peter and Alison Chadwick’s Mk2 Cooper S

Andy Sargent and Chris Winwood Alpine A100
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.
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1965 and all that....Victory on the RAC Rally!
By Pete Flanagan

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

Only two years or so after its 
introduction, the Mini Cooper S may 

have narrowly missed out on a British 
Saloon Car Championship title (on a 
technicality!) with Warwick Banks runner up 
in the 1965 title race, but BMC’s rally team 
had certainly established the car as a rally 
winner with outright victories on the Monte, 
Circuit Of Ireland, Geneva, Vltava, Polish, 
1000 Lakes and Munich-Vienna-Budapest 
rallies. As the 1965 rally season drew to a 
close, the stage was set for an epic battle on 
the RAC Rally between the Works teams of 
Lancia, Volvo and BMC then together with 
Saab and Ford in the mix a hotly contested 
rally was anticipated. With the dominance 
of Scandinavian drivers defining a new era 
in the sport, hopes for a British winner may 
have been slim, but could a British car win 
on home soil?

The start of the rally had been moved to 
the London Excelsior Hotel, Heathrow after 
complaints from crews the previous year 
about the difficulty of getting in and out of 
Kensington’s Duke of York Barracks in the 
busy London traffic. What didn’t go down 
quite so well with crews was the news that 
the final special stage was going to be 150 
miles from London! With an oversubscribed 
entry, the rally saw 163 cars depart amongst 
huge crowds from Heathrow to tackle over 
400 competitive miles spread across 57 
stages. The new trend for practicing and 
note taking was banned for the RAC and so 
positions were calculated by elapsed time 
as opposed to deduction of points. The 
introduction of service areas on the 2,500 
mile route through the forests also illustrated 
the increased professionalism of the Works 
teams and availability of rally support.

The Mini Cooper S was yet to match its 
international success on home soil and, with 

the retirement of all four Works cars on the 
previous year’s event, the BMC Works team 
were back in force in 1965 with five Mini 
Coopers entered and two Healey 3000s, 
once again, entered for the Morley brothers 
and last year’s runner up Timo Makinen. 
With the late withdrawal of Rene Trautmann 
in his Lancia coupled with that of Tom Trana 
and the Volvo Works team, the European 
Championship was pretty much in the bag 
for Aaltonen before a wheel had turned. 
Attention now switched to the David and 
Goliath battle between the Mini and the 
Healey of team mates Rauno and Timo, 
though Lampinen’s Triumph 2000, Elford’s 
Lotus Cortina and Carlsson’s Saab, were hot 
on their heels in the early stages as was the 
Lotus Cortina of Norwegian Rally Champion, 
Trond Schea, who made the early running 
before crashing out in Wales. 

The weather would be the most decisive 
factor on the RAC with icy conditions 
working to the Minis’ advantage as snow 
fell on to already frozen ground. As 
conditions worsened, Timo would struggle 
to take advantage of the Healey’s 200bhp, 
resulting in victory for Rauno Aaltonen and 
his navigator Tony Ambrose and a historic 
win for the Mini on the RAC - a feat never 
to be repeated.

Rauno’s technique of braking with his left 
foot while keeping the power on through 
corners no doubt helped him win the Rally, 
in addition to the Mini’s natural ability in 
slippery conditions of course. Studded tyres 
were banned in the forests and Aaltonen’s 
style of car control was put to the test in icy 
conditions that year. The adverse conditions 
proved too much for rally leader Makinen’s 
big Healey which finally succumbed to the 
Mini as it struggled for grip on a Welsh hillside 
on the final night.

Rauno presses on through the mud in DJB 93B

Aaltonen nips into the lead 
as Makinen struggles for grip!

Jorma Lusenius and Mike Wood finished 6th

Tony Fall and Ron Crellin leave the service halt

Bill Fritchy and John Gray finish in the top 20 Aaltonen’s car at the start of the rally
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Below Rauno has kindly written an account 
of his outright 1965 RAC rally win 50 years 
on which ultimately lead on to him wining 
the European Rally Championship in the 
same year.
 
“The European Championship 1965 was very 
competitive. The biggest threat was Rene 
Trautmann in a Lancia, a Works team car 
led by Rene Cotton. However, Mr. Cotton 
decided that the chance to beat my Mini in 
the RAC was so remote that Trautmann did 
not participate. There were other drivers still 
close to my championship points so I had 
to finish reasonable well but not to win to 
become the Champion.

Stuart Turner gave us the choice what car to 
drive. I opted for the Mini and Timo Mäkinen for 
the Healey. The weather had always been full of 
surprises during the RAC time. The Mini was a 
better all-round vehicle; whereas the Healey was 
not so fast on ice and snow.

There was no need to try to win but my excellent 
co-driver, Tony Ambrose, still insisted us to drive 
for a victory. We took it steadily and Timo had 
a narrow lead when the rally entered Wales. A 
snow storm broke out; we all got new Dunlop 
Weathermasters but no spikes. Timo was the 
next car in front of us on the road due to his 
lower starting number.

At a night special stage I remember very 
clearly how we suddenly started to see the 
Healey’s rear lights. Tony shouted, we are 
now leading. A long climb followed; thanks to 
the Mini’s narrow track width I could use the 
virgin snow instead of the icy and polished 
tracks. We were rapidly approaching the 
Healey. When Timo saw the situation helpless 
for him as the Mini was so much faster, he 
used one of his tricks and threw his Healey 
sideways across the road trying to stop us 
from overtaking.

There was a nice bank going up on the right 
hand side. I decided to try to climb it and after 
overtaking dive back to the road. This worked 
well but I lost so much momentum that we 
came to a halt on the road. Tony jumped out 
only to fall down on his back, it was really 
slippery. I selected the first gear, opened the 
driver’s door, let the clutch up letting the front 
wheels to spin the engine revving just over idling 
speed. I managed to put my left foot on the 
accelerator, lean with my left shoulder on the 
top of the A-pillar and kick with my right foot 
on the strip of virgin snow.

Then a miracle happened, Tony pushing from 
the back and me kicking with one foot, with the 
front wheels spinning gently, the Mini started 
to move forward. It went faster and faster and 
I jumped in and left Tony behind. On the top 
of the hill I had to stop and wait for Tony. After 
a while he appeared totally out of breath not 
looking very happy but there was still no sign of 
the Healey’s headlights.

Paddy Hopkirk knows his way 
around Oulton Park

remember mainly the fact that Jorma spoke 
very little English and my Finnish was nil!

Jorma came to England in plenty of time before the 
rally was due to start and we were dispatched to 
Wales for a day for me to acclimatise him to the 
roads and expected conditions during the event. 
I remember that we broke down somewhere and 
had to stay the night whilst waiting to be rescued 
by the BMC mechanics. Before breaking down we 
managed to enter the odd forest just to show him 
what they could be like.

I remember that he was quite a good driver, 
well in keeping with the Finnish tradition and 
that we both got along well together. One 

Kallstrom consistently in the top ten before 
gearbox damage put him out

A gentle drive over the remaining stages 
ensured our RAC ‘65 victory and the European 
Championship. We were smiling but some 
Healey supporters started to spread the 
rumour that we had baulked the Healey! Not 
everybody can be happy at the same time and 
Timo did not apologise.”

For the first and only time Mike Wood was 
partnered with Jorma Lusenius for the event in 
DJB 92B, as Mike recalls:

“I was with Jorma Lusenious that year, Stuart 
incorporated him into the team with me sat 
alongside him, part of Stuart’s long-time 
love affair with Finnish drivers I think. I can 



20 | www.minicooper.org

Ytterbring and Ragnvald Hakansson that came 
out on top of the private entries though, 
with a consistent drive and 7th overall in his 
Almond Green Cooper S.

Amongst the best of the rest were Rupert 
Jones and John Clegg in their Vita prepared 
and sponsored Cooper S which shorted its fuel 
pump on the Milston Down stage. Only the 
hasty use of a gallon can to feed petrol directly 
into the carburettors via a siphon, enabled the 
crew to finish the stage. Sadly, the loss of a 
sump guard and yet another holed sump on the 
Glen Trool stage saw their ultimate demise. Bill 
Fritschy and John Gray however were flying in 
their Cooper S, posting a second fastest time 
behind Aaltonen on the very wet Carron Valley 
stage, and the pair went on to finish a creditable 
19th overall. Bill, whose day job was selling 
Jaguar cars for John Coombs, was also a two 
time Safari Rally winner with Mercedes. Not 
far behind were Lancastrians Roy Mapple and 
Graham Marrs in Roy’s new 970 S, the pairing 
winning their class and finishing 26th overall.

John Bloxham and Vaughan Bond were apart 
of privateer ‘Team 848’ for the event in 
another new 970 Cooper S alongside the 
cars of Tony Fisher and Richard Hudson 
Evans, all of whom finished the event with 
a team prize, Hudson Evans limping home 
without a clutch.

John Wood had entered the previous year’s 
RAC with pal, Ben Figg, at the wheel of 
a brand new 998 Cooper and was back 
in this year with a bigger engine and high 
expectations as John explains:

“As avid club rallyists (South Shore Motor Club, 
Blackpool) we had marshalled on the RAC for 
a few years and in 1964 and 1965 we had a go 
at the rally.

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

Partnered with Ron Crellin was new boy, Tony 
Fall, who had the use of CRX 89B for the rally 
following some recent good performances. 
Fall justified the decision by climbing to second 
place overall at one point with some fastest 
stage times posted. An ‘off’ on a Scottish stage 
saw the pairing drop down the leader board 
but still finishing in 15th overall and 3rd in 
Class in a rather 2nd hand looking rally car.

Ron Crellin recollects:

“At one of the forest special stages somewhere 
in the north of England there was a delay prior 
to the finish which extended our time for the 
stage. As we had spare time available on the 
road section we found it possible to repeat the 
stage with a competitive time! I cannot 
remember any similar circumstances arising in 
any other event!”.

The only non finisher in a Works Mini that 
year was Harry Kallstrom who had been a 
member of the team for the previous year’s 
rally, but, again, a non finisher in his own 
Cooper S AGU 780B.This year the Swede 
excelled in the snowy conditions in EJB 55C 
as he climbed the leader board but the loss 
of an exhaust and finally a holed sump at 
Grizedale was to see the end of his rally. 
‘Sputnik’ did return in 1966 to break his RAC 
duck, with a fine 2nd position in the Works 
Mini and a class win.

Around forty of the163 starters were privately 
entered Minis with the vast majority being 
non finishers, a clear indication of the tough 
conditions .The cream of British club rallying 
was on display though, with the likes of 
Norman Harvey, Tony Fisher, John Bloxham 
and Bob Freeborough, though the latter was a 
reluctant non starter due to lack of a co driver! 
It was the late entry of Swede Lars-Ingvar 

Fall was quicker than the Finns on some stages!

John Bloxham in his 970 S

Barrie Willams and Dave Jones 
with their Cooper S

incident I do remember was that in one of the 
Welsh forests during the night, our alternator 
started to fail and the lights were getting very 
dim. What we needed to do was to turn off 
all the electrics in order to keep the car going 
to the end of the stage where we knew BMC 
service would be. Fortunately, the car behind 
us was Tony Fall and Ron Crellin in another 
Mini, but they had lost time somewhere so 
were behind us in classification. Obviously, 
they soon caught us up and seeing our plight 
kept in front of us so that we could get to the 
end of the stage following their car, with their 
working lights! That is exactly what we did; 
losing very little time and the wonderful BMC 
service crew was there to fit another alternator 
onto the car. That apart, the rally was fairly 
uneventful for us, I don’t think we had any 
more problems. Jorma kept the car on the 
track with no off ’s as I can remember, getting 
us to the end of the rally in 6th place and I 
think winning our class”.

Paddy Hopkirk and Henry Liddon suffered 
delays with punctures and minor off road 
excursions in EBL 56C but returned some 
very quick times, eventually finishing 13th 
overall and 2nd in class. Paddy recalls:

“I remember near Newcastleton the front 
tie-rod nut came off, despite the fact that the 
Nylok type had been replaced by castellated 
and split-pinned nuts. We didn’t have a 
nut but were able to borrow one from a 
spectator. On the Loch Achray stage the oil 
cooler split, but we were fortunate that the 
Ford service crew near the end of the stage 
were prepared to give us some oil. This RAC 
was unusually snowy and icy that year and 
I learnt to left-foot brake effectively on this 
event. I still couldn’t do it like a Finn, but I’d 
use it when faced with sheet ice, downhill, 
with no studs!”
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Ben Figg and John Wood in flying suits!

Roy Mapple brings his 970 
home with a class win

Aaltonen and Ambrose, winners and 
champions for 1965

1965 RAC Rally route map

Service stop at Aberfoyle Bi
ll 
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After the glow of finishing well in 1964 we 
converted our 998 Cooper to 1275cc and had 
much success on the club circuit. However, in 
the RAC of 1965, on a particularly rough forest 
Special Stage in Wales, we drifted a little wide 
on a corner and struck a rock underneath. 
This broke the front sub-frame and despite 
gas welding it undertaken by our club support 
crew, it failed again. After another attempted 
repair it became impossible to continue and so 
no finishers’ plaque that year. The photo shows 
us at the start in London in our WWII flying 
suits - before the days of competition overalls 
and roll-cages!

What a wonderful variety of motor cars we were 
privileged to see in those years - I still follow the 
WRC but all the cars look the same!”

So, 50 years since the Mini won its first and only 
international rally on home soil. MCR honorary 
member, Svengali of BMC’s competition 
success and former winner of the RAC Rally 
himself, Stuart Turner sums up the year:

“It’s nice occasionally to top and tail a year with 
major successes. BMC Comps certainly did 
that in 1965, kicking off with Timo Makinen’s 
Monte win in which he didn’t so much beat the 
competition as demolish it.Then it made the 
year even more special for Rauno Aaltonen to 
end it with a win on the RAC Rally.

During that year it became clear that Rauno was 
in with a chance of winning the European Rally 
Championship, so I found the funds to enter 
him in more qualifying events like the Vltava and 
Polish, both of which he won, marching on to 
the Championship in the process.

Then the calendar ticked over into 
1966 ...the Monte...and the lighting 
disqualification. Hey ho!”

Finally, I would just like to thank all those 
that kindly contributed thier memories and 
recollections of the rally for this article.

Pete Flanagan

Pics courtesy of Eddie Whittham, John Adams, 
Ted Walker and BMIHT

RAC Rally 21st -25th November 1965

Results 
1. R. Aaltonen/T. Ambrose – Cooper S
2. T.Makinen/P.Easter – Austin Healey 3000
3. J.Larsson/L.Lundblad – Saab Sport
4. E.Carlsson/T.Aman – Saab Sport
5. R.Fidler/A.Taylor – Triumph 2000
6. J.Lusenius/J.M Wood – Cooper S
7. I. Ytterbring/R.Hakansson – Cooper S
8. S.Lundin – Volkswagen 1600TL
9. Bengt Karlsson/L.Ericsson – Volkswagen 

1600TL
10. P.Moss-Carlsson/E. Nystrom – Saab Sport
11. B.Melia/J.Chitty – Cortina GT
12. I.D.L Lewis/R.Turvey – Hillman Imp
13. P.Hopkirk/H.Liddon – Cooper S
14. R.Clark/J.Porter – Rover 2000
15. 15.A.Fall/R.Crellin – Cooper S
16. J.J Thuner/J. Gretener – Triumph 2000
17. W.L Morrison/J.Syer – Rover 2000
18. G.Staepelaere/A.Aerts – Cortina GT
19. W.Fritchy/J.Gray – Cooper S
20. B.Johanssen/J.Kruger – Saab Sport

168 entries, 163 starters, 62 finishers
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620 AXE – From Morris Mini Minor 848cc to Twin engined Jag Mini 2950cc
By Neil Preston

In 1960 Gordon Allen bought a Morris Mini Minor registration number 
620 AXE for his wife to learn to drive in. At that time he had an 

engineering and tool making business but spent much of his spare time 
on modifying engines, mainly for motorcycles. He enjoyed owning 
various cars but really favoured Jaguars. His wife did not take to driving 
at it happened and, so, the Mini became little used. Having driven the 
Mini himself Gordon got to like and admire its drivability (of course 
he would!). Naturally, the driving experience is enhanced when more 
power can be added to a Mini, so various tuning parts were fitted, 
mainly from Alexander and Speedwell. Gordon’s thoughts then turned 
to racing the Mini and so in 1961 he entered his car in a number of 
saloon car races. 

The Mini ran well at one of these races held at Silverstone and 
Gordon won his class in it. He was presented with a Colibri 
cigarette lighter by the sponsors. The next day at Brands Hatch 
Gordon lost control of the Mini and rolled it, the incident being 
captured in the photo seen here. Thankfully, Gordon wasn’t hurt but 

the Mini would need a replacement body shell in order to rebuild 
it. As part of the rebuild the car gained a 1,000cc Formula Junior 
engine which Gordon had to adapt to drive the Mini transmission 
by fitting the tail end of a Mini crank onto the inline engine, Formula 
Junior crank.

You’ve never got enough power in a Mini so, for the 1962 season, 
the engine capacity was increased to 1,150cc by fitting larger 66mm 
pistons and a longer stroke 997 Cooper crank. The car was successful 
in numerous races and would do a lap of the old Silverstone Club circuit 
in 1min 18 seconds.

Gordon had driven the Mini up to this point but he had to concede 
that a competitor – Rod Embley was a better driver. In early 1963 he 
noticed an advert in which Rod was selling his car to raise funds to get 
married and purchase a house. Gordon got in touch and suggested he 
would build a better race car if Rod would drive it.

Gordon felt that he could not get any more power from the ‘A’ series 
1,150cc engine – remember that there were no 1275cc bigger block 
engines at this time. Therefore, during the 1963 season he fitted a modified 
1,500cc Ford engine onto a Mini gearbox. The gearbox casing was 
extended to accommodate the Ford block and a special aluminium cylinder 
head made which had 2 inlet valves and one exhaust valve per cylinder but 
it was still operated by push rods. Twin Weber carburettors stuck out at 
the front which necessitated a bulge in the front of the bonnet. 

This car was an instant success with a win on its first outing at 
Snetterton. Other wins followed but the most notable race was at 
Mallory Park on 22nd Sept 1963 when the Mini came a close second 
in both the heat and final behind John Adams Team Tourist Trophy 3.8 
Jaguar, thrilling the crowds in the process. However, towards the end 
of the season the engine put a conrod through the side of the block at 
Mallory Park and that was the end of this successful combination.

For some time Gordon had been considering what could make the car 
even faster and more reliable. He wanted to go to a hemi type head 
as used in Jaguars and the new Lotus Elan/Cortina. He tried to obtain 
a Lotus head but these were all required to fulfil orders for new cars. 
High performance engines usually had shorter strokes and bigger bores 
and with his engineering knowledge and connections he reckoned he 
could create the engine he wanted by having his own block cast. 
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620 AXE on the track

Brands Hatch Crash

1963 race season

1963 race season



The intention is to get the better of the two engines running again and 
install it in the front of the car. The second engine and gearbox have 
some parts missing which need to be remade as they are non standard 
and this will take time and money. Eventually, it is hoped to get both 
engines back working in the car.

The sight and sound of this early ‘Special Saloon’ up and running again 
would be of great interest to those who enjoy modified Minis. It would 
be a fitting tribute to the engineering vision and talent of Gordon Allen 
who sadly passed away in 1984.

If anyone has any photos, film, further information or personal 
memories relating to this car’s history, then I would be very grateful to 
hear from you. My email address is neil868@hotmail.co.uk.

The MCR magazine from December 2009, pages 8 and 9, contained a 
short article on the build details for Twin Jag Mini. 

The photographs in this article were copied with the kind permission of 
Mrs Allen and she retains the copyright.

Neil Preston
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So, being into Jaguars, he happened to have two six cylinder Jaguar 2.4 litre 
engines spare – with hemi type heads. As Gordon relished an engineering 
challenge, he thought why not convert the Jaguar cylinder heads into 4 
cylinders from their standard 6. The centres were the same as on a Ford 
on cylinders 1, 2, 3 and 6 so he cut out the number 4 and 5 cylinder section 
from the engine and re-welded the two ends back together. Special 4 
cylinder camshafts had then to be made from steel billets and these were 
based upon Coventry Climax profiles, which were popular racing profiles 
at that time. The Jag pistons were too long and heavy, so an alternative was 
found from a Vincent Black Shadow motorcycle, which also had a hemi-
head. The Jag conrods could be used but the crank – a Ford 1,500cc one, 
had to have the big end journal sizes increased to accommodate the Jag rods 
by welding and then grinding smooth. A Mini crank tail was brazed into the 
end of the Ford crank. The gearbox from the 1963 season could be reused. 
This was already fitted with Speedwell close ratio gears. The newly created 
engine was 1,475cc and produced around 115bhp at 6,000rpm. 

At this time the saloon car modified class was seeing more and more 
extreme modifications, for example, Jaguar engines in smaller saloons, 
a Buick engine in a Cortina etc. So, Gordon thought why not put two 
engines in the Mini? Thus, the whole process was repeated to create 
a second engine and modified gearbox. The car then became known 
as the‘Twin Jag Mini’. It raced with the 2 engines in the 1965 season 
and did well. The most memorable race was at Silverstone on August 
Bank Holiday Monday 1965, when the highlight of the meeting was the 
closely fought first and second places between Twin Jag Mini and the 
4.7litre V8 engined Mk1 Ford Cortina of Doc Merfield. The Cortina 
won by a small margin when the Mini had gear selection problems 
during the last three laps. Twin Jag Mini did win at Silverstone in 
September 1965 and also held the 3 litre class record.

At the end of 1965 significant repair work was needed on one of the 
engines and by now Cooper ‘S’ engines were available. So Gordon 
decided to fit two Cooper ‘S’ engines of different capacities to try and 
make the car under steer less. This was not a success and it spun fairly 
easily when tested by Roger Bunting. It came very close to rolling and 
Gordon decided his nerves could not take much more. His health was 
not good at this time anyway either, so he decided to give up with the 
idea. Additionally, modifications in this class were apparently getting out 
of hand, and thus the rules were changed to outlaw twin engined racers.

The car was dismantled and the ‘S’ engines went into more 
conventional Minis. The Twin Jag Mini engines went through various 
owners. One was subsequently raced in South Wales at Llandow for 
some years, whilst the other was just kept by the same owner for 
spares. Amazingly, the two engines were not separated.

In 2010 I managed to purchase both of the engines and other parts from the 
car. Then followed 3 years of tracking down missing parts but sadly not the 
body shell. Therefore, a replacement Morris Mini Minor shell in Old English 
White from the correct date in 1960 was located in order to rebuild the car.
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Twin Jag Mini 1965 race season

Gordon on the left with his creation

Note the large air intakes coming out the rear side windows

Nice shot of the rear mounted second Jag engine
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Minis to Ireland 2015
By Richard Sign

A fine collection of Minis ranging in age from 1961 up to 2013 
gathered at a sunny Fishguard Ferry Terminal for the 2015 Mini 

Cooper Register club tour of Ireland. The week was spent mainly 
in the stunning west coast of Ireland. Participating cars on the 
weeklong tour included an historic Ex-Works Mini, original Mk 1, 
2 and 3 Coopers, a Mini Van, a Mini Traveller, Rover Coopers, and 
BMW Coopers. 

Registration took place in the ferry terminal before boarding the Ferry 
to Rosslare. All the Minis and MINIs together on board the ferry was a 
sight to behold. It was a smooth and sunny crossing to Rosslare. It was 
good to meet up and chat with participants in anticipation of what was 
to be the great week ahead. 

Docking at Rosslare early in the evening it was a short drive of 33 miles 
that took us along good roads mainly in convoy to The Brandon House 
Hotel in New Ross, a grand hotel with an imposing winding driveway.

The welcome dinner was very good and during it Robert Young welcomed 
everyone, especially the Minis to Virgins. Robert also introduced the 
organising team and described the delights of the week ahead.

Friday morning all the participating cars formed in line with the oldest 
car at the front and the newest at the back along the fortunately long 
hotel driveway. They were then timed off by Emma and Mary at 30 
second intervals. What a great sight, seeing all the cars in line.

Friday’s route, initially past Waterford, was a real mix of main roads and 
some mountain roads, giving a great taste of the week ahead. Having 
not been to Ireland before, we soon began to appreciate the stunning 
scenery and the real mix of roads. Jan Wyllie accurately described the 
roads when she said that “these are real Mini roads!”. The first coffee 
stop at the Lismore House Hotel after 70 miles proved everyone was 
getting the hang of the Tulip diagrams and finding their way along the 
routes – well not always which was part of the fun!
 
The route to the lunch stop, a further 70 miles on, took us over a 
Circuit of Ireland rally stage after a hidden right hand turn off the main 
road which many missed and had to backtrack to find the single track 
narrow road with the typical grass growing up the middle and sheep 
oblivious to passing Minis. To our amusement one of the road book 
instructions stated ‘Caution - Pot Hole!’ This was in fact a nonexistent 
bit of road about the size across of a Mini. The lunch stop prevailed 
with soup and sandwiches which became the lunchtime norm for the 
rest of the week. The afternoon run took us up over the Circuit of 
Ireland Fuhiry Stage, then through the towns of Kenmore and Killarney 
to the stunning Sneem Hotel. A fine modern hotel set by a stunning 
estuary and mountain views plus more great Irish food.
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Ready for the off at Renvyle

Colin Woodage and Graham Cornish
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Saturday was the first of our circular routes of 213 miles to and from 
Sneem. After leaving the hotel the route gave us a taste of the coastal 
peninsular roads past harbours and villages with superb views to the 
lunch stop at the Red Fox Inn, alongside the Kerry Bog Village Museum 
which several of us explored. After lunch more stunning scenery taking 

in the Dingle Peninsular including a climb up the Connor Pass with 
a memorable ice cream from an ice cream van stood in white-out 
weather conditions. More stunning roads returned us back to Sneem.

Sunday was certainly a memorable day which started with an awesome 
drive up over the Healey Pass. It was foggy and very wet but which made 
for stunning waterfalls alongside the road. Then we had a coffee stop 
at the very grand Eccles Hotel were discussions started about whose 
cars were beginning to leak! A further 60 miles of coastal roads took us 
to Mizen Head for the lunch stop. En-route David Brazell stood in the 
pouring rain to give re-routing instructions due to a closed road ahead. 
Mizen Head was a very welcome lunch stop despite the bad weather.

Following lunch, and just as we anticipated, more exciting roads and 
challenging weather. Hugh Wyllie in Car 0 and Robert and Lesley 
Young’s car appeared back through the mist and a different route home 
was chosen for safety reasons due to poor visibility and blind crests 
along the planned route. An exciting and enjoyable drive back to Sneem 
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Waiting at Fishguard

Janet Miller ready for the off at Renvyle Tarbert Ferry Crossing the Shannon

Photo stop



was done in convoy following Hugh Wyllie who demonstrated his local 
knowledge and expertise of this area of Ireland.

Monday was day 5, 210 miles and eventful for all, but for some more 
than others! We left Sneem heading for Connamara with the route 
taking us up over the Kerry Way looking out for horse drawn Jaunting 
Carts and pedestrians along the single track road in the slippery 
conditions. Along the route we came to a halt as the slippy conditions 
had taken their toll.

The sight of three of our Minis which the conditions had got the 
better of was a sobering sight! One had left the road, a first on a 
“Minis to…” event, and the other two cars had clobbered stone 
bridges. Luckily there were no injuries to the drivers or co drivers 
only their vehicles. Miraculously, Amanda and Alex`s Mini, which 
had left the road and rolled onto its side into a peat bog, although 
looking a little battered and bruised, was still drivable and they 
carried on for the rest of the week. The stone bridges had got the 
better of the other two Minis rendering them un-drivable resulting 
in phone calls to rescue services and hire cars being organised to 
carry on the event.

The week continued with two less Minis but gained two more hire cars 
- Peter and Cathleen continued in the ‘Astra of Shame’ whilst David and 
Jo continued their week in the ‘Seat Mini Mii.’

The remaining very scenic route took us via the 20 minute Tarbert 
Ferry crossing over the Shannon. The sight of Minis on the ferry 
fascinated the locals and American tourists alike. The remaining, 
mainly easy driving, took us to the Renvyle House Hotel at 
Connemara which is famed for its location and peat fires as well as 
very fine food.

Tuesday day 6 was a circular day of 178 miles to and from the 
Renvyle House Hotel exploring the most northerly part of this 
area of Ireland. Stunning west coast views with sunshine. Loads 
of photo stops, a stunning route down to the beach at Achill 
before more great driving roads memorable for hugging hillsides 
and passing through Ireland’s only Fjord before returning back to 
Renvyle House.

Wednesday day 7 was a route which was to take us from the west 
coast to the east coast or more precisely from Connemara to 
Wexford. It was 216 miles of enjoyable driving; many Minis remained 
together along the mainly easy route, although the occasional single 
track climb kept drivers and navigators busy. A fabulous final tea 
stop in Inistioge gave the choice of the Woodstock Arms or an 
amazing dinner plate size Pavlova in the Circle of Friends Bistro. A 
short further drive took us to Wexford where our final dinner and 
presentations took place at the Ferrycarrig Hotel.

At the final dinner everyone thanked the organisers and the service 
crew for their hard work in organizing the tour and for bringing 
together a great mix of people, and brilliant tour routes perfect for 
Minis not to mention the fine scenery. Colin and Margaret Armit were 
awarded the hotly contested trophy for the Routemaster quiz which 
was run by Jan Wyllie during the week.

The following day we caught the ferry back to Fishguard again, in the 
sun, before dispersing and going our separate ways.

So, another great Minis to week had sadly came to an end but we were 
already looking forward to Minis to Monte in 2016.

Richard Sign 
Car number 28 Rover Cooper Sport

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

26 | www.minicooper.org

Nice and neat line up of Minis at resting at lunch!

Lunchtime stop

Another Lunch stop
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Book Review − Classic Mini Specials and Moke 
By Robert Young

On the face of it, this seems an odd book to write but when 
looking into the history of the Mini, which from the very start 

was modified and tuned by an entire industry that sprung up off the 
back of the car, it has its place. Such was the demand from those of 
the swinging 60s that just wanted a different Mini, a faster Mini, a 
luxury Mini and even a Spartan Mini that special Minis soon evolved 
and this book covers them all.

The Mini’s wide appeal meant it became the basis for numerous 
different types of vehicles, both domestic and commercial. BMC 
themselves, of course, were just as capable of producing umpteen 
different model Minis based upon Issigonis’s initial design – the Mini 
estate cars, the Pickup, the Minivan and, of course, the iconic Mini 
Moke. Much as the Moke was designed for the military in mind, but 
ultimately failed to gain favour with them, it soon became a cult car and 
still to this day has a strong following. The book covers, in some detail, 
the many facets of the Mini Moke in its variety of forms and as seen 

Classic Mini Specials 
and Moke
By Keith Mainland
Published by Crowood 
Press
ISBN: 978-1-78500-001-0
£25

around the globe. The numerous prototypes that BMC produced to 
replace the Mini are also covered and, still to this day, pose the question 
why none of these ever saw the production line.

With the demand for something different, coach built Minis became 
popular and the book delves into the numerous companies that got 
involved in creating coach built cars such as the two well known ones 
namely, Wood & Pickett and Harold Radford. Their respective services 
were targeted at supplying exotic and very expensive luxury Minis 
to the rich and famous. The desire to make your Mini go just that bit 
faster than the next one, produced a crop of tuning companies only 
too willing to modify and tune your Mini for extra performance. Be it 
for competition use or for a traffic light grand prix. The companies of 
the day are covered in some detail in the book, with equal space given 
to Downton and John Cooper Garages and others besides. The book 
also explores the competition history of the Mini, which centred on the 
success of BMC’s own world renowned Competitions Department. 

The author’s own keen interest in the Mini Sprint ensures this very 
special car gets coverage too with the fine work of Clive Trickett 
featured well. There is, of course, plenty of space for the numerous one 
off cars built by enthusiasts to make their Mini just that bit more special, 
which still continues to this very day. For those new to the Mini there 
is also a useful section in buying and enjoying your own special Mini. It 
is also nice that the book does feature a good number of special cars 
within the Mini Cooper Register.

This is not a technical book and if you want the fine details of particular 
factory cars, that subject is better covered in other titles. But as an over 
view of the many faces of the Mini the book has much to recommend it. 
It represents good value at £25 and within its 192 pages there are many 
new colour photos and some nice period photos together with extracts 
from period brochures. It’s a good read and one that could well find its 
way into your Christmas stocking, if you ask nicely.

Robert Young

Twitter for Dummies
Lee Crabb

Twitter is one of a number of social media platforms but, along 
with facebook, it is one of the two premier platforms.

How does it work ?

Twitter is a method of communication using 140 characters or less. 
This means you get straight to the point.

Twitter is based on a follow and following system. You find an 
interest or interesting person or company and simply follow them. 
You never know they might follow you back!

You will see the tweets of those ‘Twitterers’ you follow, likewise 
your tweets will be seen by your followers.

How do I get started?

Just Google ‘Twitter’ and then follow the simple sign up procedures. 
All you need is a valid email address. Once you’ve signed up start 
looking for interests/people.

Can you add images?

Yes.

Can I tweet privately to another person?

Yes you can. To do this you have to follow each other.

I sometimes get followed by someone who I don’t want to be 
followed by or, get sent spam. What can I do?

You can ‘block’ them, and report spam messages.

Whats ‘Re Tweeting’?

You have the option of repeating what someone else has tweeted. 
This is called re-tweeting or RT. Simply use the RT button. 
Likewise, if someone tweets something you like you can use the 
favourite button (similar to the like button on facebook)

Why should I use Twitter ?

It’s a fun simple method to communicate with others including: 
companies, celebs and friends.

The Mini Cooper Register is now on Twitter. Look us up @
CooperRegister say hello and give us a follow then spread the word.

Lee Crabb
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FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

After much deliberation the winner 
of the October’s competition the 
subject matter being photos of 
bridges, is Floormanager’s picture of 
the Golden Gate Bridge.
Island Blue
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Mini Cooper Register Bournemouth Weekend
29th January – 31st January 2016, Hinton Firs Hotel

Hi All

How quick a year has gone – and how soon the preparations of 
this weekend have come round.

Just a reminder for all who pre-booked from the 2015 event if you 
haven’t already been contacted by the hotel for your deposit they 
should be in touch shortly or please make contact with the hotel 
on 01202 555409 to pay your deposit, it will speed things up for 
the hotel and make the process easier for all. A deposit of £20 per 
person will be required.

This means for all those who haven’t booked and are interested 
need to contact the hotel as any remaining rooms will be allocated 
on a first come first served basis from November 1st.

For those of you who haven’t yet experienced this weekend event 
please try and join us – it is a great way to meet up with fellow 
members in lovely surroundings and a scenic location – it certainly 
makes a refreshing change during otherwise miserable winter 
months. I can guarantee you will enjoy it.

The weekend will take its usual format kicking off with a guest 
speaker on Friday night, and then starting with a short road run 
on Saturday Morning ending at a place of local interest followed 

by a KWIZZ Saturday afternoon ahead of the candlelit dinner 
Saturday evening with a fundraising raffle with very generously 
donated prizes of which proceeds go to a nominated worthy 
cause followed by evening entertainment. Then the weekend is 
finished on Sunday with a hearty breakfast and followed by a filling 
Sunday Lunch to fuel your tank for your journey’s home!!! Whilst 
waiting for Sunday Lunch during the Sunday morning there will 
be a chance to take a stroll along the sea-front taking or relax in 
the hotel – whichever you prefer!!! There will also be a chance 
to purchase hand-made jewellery and other items which may be 
available for purchase.

Dress code for Saturday evening is as announced at this year’s 
event is “black tie/formal wear” but of course this is not at all 
compulsory but just adds to the experience of the weekend!!!!

If you have any queries or would like to contribute towards 
the weekend in any way or have any special requests – I always 
appreciate any volunteers who come forward to help make the 
weekend great for all of us please of course contact me on 07950 
753299 or 07910 901462.

Best Regards

Josh Bromage
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LETTERS
Mini to Ireland 2015 

They say one life live it and for us it doesn’t get better than to 
have participated in both the Minis to Ireland run as well as the 
local Mid Staffordshire MCR Club Autumn Tour within a three 
week period. 

Tulip notes should not be feared and are like Peter and Jane books 
for those of us who studied them at primary school in the 60s.On 
both runs we had great company, fantastic hospitality, stunning 
road runs and made many new friends. Needless to say, we have 
already booked to do Minis to Monte in 2016 and other local 
events with the Mid Staffs group.

For next year though Robert Young suggested to us that we 
bring a proper Mini. But he simply had to smile and admire the 
pluckiness of our little standard 848cc Minivan on Minis to Ireland 
which was in both his mirrors and sight more than he and Lesley 
first imagined it would be.

Brilliant and hope to see you all in Bournemouth early next year.

Ian and Carole Potter, Ashbourne

Originality or reliability that is the question 

I was interested to read in October’s CooperWorld our 
Chairman’s machinations on reliability versus originality, especially 
in relation to electronic ignition. He espoused that modernity 
ought to bring reliability. Sometimes it does, sometimes it doesn’t. 
In my case I recently had my second case of electronic ignition 
failure, both Lumenition units, and supposedly modern. The cause 
of the failure was unknown, but the last one ruined my Coopers 
at Castle Combe day. In the case of the unit I was using, I also 
used the Lumenition coil and ballast resistor, as recommended 
in the fitting instructions. These can also fail, as did my ballast 
resistor last year on M2M.

I do agree with Robert however, that properly set up, they give 
easier starting and smoother running, especially at low revs. But, 
I have sacrificed this and reverted to an original points/condenser 
set up, purely in the interests of serviceability at the roadside 
should it be necessary. I used parts supplied by the Distributor 
Doctor and have to say the car never missed a beat on the recent 
M2I. Incidentally, I am still using the same rotor arm which came 
with the car 35 years ago! So, you make your choice and take 
your chance. But shouldn’t we be lobbying the parts suppliers to 
supply better quality components, even if it means paying a little 
bit more for them? After all, this is not a ‘pile ‘em high, and sell 
‘em cheap’ industry.

Alan Booth

Reply to Chairman’s Chat 

I thought it would be useful to give a bit of industry background to 
Robert’s November Chairman’s Chat moan about the quality of 
replacement Mini parts.

Most of the OEMs (Original Equipment Manufacturers) depend 
on volume to make money. When a vehicle is in production 
individual car volumes can be between 20,000 and 100,000 
per year. Within each car are always a number of standardised 
components which are used across a range of vehicles. BMC 
and later Leyland were no different to others using standard 
carburettors, rotor arms and bearings etc, across a number 
of vehicles to increase component volume, which in turn kept 
costs/prices down.

When a vehicle ceases production, as in the case of the Mini, 
the major UK and European replacement component supply, 
due to volume fall off, was often taken up in countries outside of 
the UK were the car was manufactured, such as; South Africa, 
Australia, Italy and Portugal. When the volumes decreased still 
further component manufacture has been taken up principally in 
India and China.

At this stage components are often re-manufactured, not from 
the original drawings, which contain material specifications and 
tolerances, but by copying the component itself. This leads to 
incorrect material specification and components out of tolerance. 
Sometimes the re-manufacturer will incorporate his own 
modification, such as the extra rotor arm rivet that lead to this 
basic item failing frequently a few years ago.

With bearings there are several issues. Raw material 
specifications in Asia have a wider tolerance than their European 
counterpart; this often leads to the metal being too hard or 
too soft. Critical manufacturing tolerances are not adhered to. 
The grease supplied with bearings is often inferior to European 
supplied grease.

Up to, say 10-15 years ago, classic cars were cheap and 
owners did not want to spend a lot of money on under-bonnet 
components that just had to function and did not add value to 
the car. But now classic cars are more valuable and they are 
often driven regularly. Added to this is the drying up of ‘new 
old stock’ components. So, as a result we are seeing more 
component failures because of these changing circumstances.

To get better quality we, the classic Mini owner, must be 
prepared to pay more for properly made quality replacement 
parts. For example, would you pay £50 for a replacement rotor 
arm? That sort of price increase would persuade small quality 
component manufacturers back into the market. If we continue 
to ‘buy down to a price’ our suppliers; such as Mini Sport, Mini 
Spares and Somerford Mini spares, will continue in a competitive 
market to ‘supply on price’ with the inevitable drop in quality.

I can see no easy answer to this problem in the short term, but 
maybe the clubs could get together and lobby our suppliers to try 
and get this industry wide problem addressed.

Richard Pengelly



Yet another year’s end as the 21st century marches on. Enough so that 15 
years have elapsed since the great man who gave us a reason to be involved 

with the Mini Cooper Register left us aged 77, on Christmas Eve of 2000.

John Cooper squeezed a lot into his life. His enthusiasm for early post WW2 
hillclimbing and sprints utilising the first racing ‘Cooper’ of 1946 brought 
with it success and the family ability to capitalise on that. John and his dad, 
Charles, formed the Cooper Car Company the following year, allowing fellow 
enthusiasts the opportunity to race with the first batch of production Cooper 
racing cars available in early 1948. Many great things followed…

Here’s a small offering of original Cooper-related ‘stuff’ from my collection 
featuring John Newton Cooper and friends.

Stephen Dalton
Photos - S Dalton collection
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

This Cooper watercolour features Charles and John with their cars 
driven by Mike Hawthorn, Jack Brabham & Stirling Moss. Painted by 
artist relative, Marjie Dalton, the original travelled to England in the 
1990s to get JNC to sign it. Sir Jack & Stirling also added their monikers

1991 Rover Publicity photo with John Cooper recreating one of the 
Goodwood shots from 30 years prior for the Mini Cooper 997

John Love and John Cooper hold the Bonneville Trophy after 
their successful 1962 BRSCC Saloon Car Championship win

Publicity photo for the 1969 Britax Cooper Car Co team. 
Peter Roderick, team publicist with John Cooper & driver, 
Gordon Spice
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

To view our complete stock visit our website www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Wishing all Mini enthusiasts 
Happy Christmas 

and a Prosperous New Year

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50



32 | www.minicooper.org

THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young

Alan Clark, our new 1275 GT Registrar, 
has sent in a nice crop of scanned 

reports and reviews featuring the 1275GT 
that, no doubt, form part of his personal 
archive on this model and which is now 
gaining in popularity and indeed value. 

The Motor road test from 18th October 
1969 is a group test of all three new Mini 
Clubmans – the 1000cc Mini Clubman, the 
lovely Clubman Estate and the 1275GT. The 
1275GT tested was in fact registered SOH 
957H and is the sister car of the Special 
Tuning 1275GT, SOH 956H that still survives 
today in the club. These three cars were 

much welcomed by the Motor test team, as they had, in recent issues, 
bemoaned the poor comfort and appointment levels of the Mini at that 
time. As the Mini was then ten years old, advancement and improvements 
in the Mini’s comfort levels had been virtually nil over the two million 
models sold then at the time. So, the introduction of the Mini Clubman, 
with its wind up windows, face level ventilation, much improved seats and 
the new instrument binnacle, naturally received their full approval.

Motor’s three road tests clearly showed that the performance of 
the 1275GT was naturally far superior to the two 1 litre cars but, 
interestingly, the handling was completely different on all three. The 
standard Clubman, still on narrow cross-ply tyres but on Hydrolastic 
suspension, handled very similarly to a standard Mini (why wouldn’t 
it) but the 1275GT with wider radial tyres was found to be far better 
even with its hydrolastic suspension. Surprisingly, the handling of the 
Clubman estate with its long wheel base and still with dry suspension 
was found to be very favourable.

Performance for the two 1 litre cars was very similar although the 
extra weight of the Clubman estate did knock a shade off the car’s 
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acceleration – both did a 0-50mph time in around 16 seconds and 
both had a maximum top speed of just over 75mph. Also worth 
remembering is that all three engines had a single SU carburettor, 
including the 1275GT. These rather pedestrian figures have to be 
looked at in the context of the other competition of the day but it still 
did lag behind. This was likely compounded by the fitting of a 3.44 final 
drive matched to the two small engines, which did give a less fussy top 
end motoring experience but also had a negative effect on acceleration. 
The 1275 GT, however, was obviously far livelier but, as Motor 
reported, a far cry from that of the Cooper S. The 1275GT had a 
0-60mph acceleration time of 14.2 seconds (some 3 seconds more than 
that of the Cooper S of the day). It was noted that the performance 
was more akin to the 998 Mini Cooper rather than the Cooper S, but 
where the 1275GT scored well was in the 40-60mph acceleration time, 
which benefited from the larger torque that the 1275 engine produced 
and also the shorter diff at 3.65:1 that the car had. Again, we have to 
remember that the 1275 GT engine was not a Cooper S one but was 
simply the 1275 cc engine taken from the company’s Morris/Austin 
1300 range of family saloons.

Fuel consumption, by today’s standards, was unremarkable with a 
figure of 40mpg for the two small engined cars and a shade below 
30mpg for the bigger engined 1275GT which were considered 
satisfactory figures. The fuel pump, it was noted, was now a mechanical 
one, located at the rear of the engine and not the often troublesome 
electrical pump slung under the rear subframe. Brakes were all quite 
different too, with the two small cars being stopped by drum brakes, 
although the 1275 GT had the luxury of disc brakes up front – and 
these were the same as the Cooper S.

However, it was the level of trim and comfort that were the main thrust 
of the road tests as these were so different, in many ways, to the ten 
year old Mini everyone had become accustomed to. The seats were 
remarked to be far more comfortable and supportive and were noted as 
being an across the range change from BMC to improve the seating on 
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all of their models. The GT also boasted the optional extra of a set of 
reclining seats. However, it was the face level ventilation that received 
the most praise, albeit imparting some noise into the cabin when the 
passenger vent was opened, due it was said, to the vent tube picking up 
noise from the engine fan. These vents, coupled with the new wind-up 
windows, improved comfort and ventilation considerably. However, 
the loss of the door pockets was noted as being a price worth paying 
to see the back of the sliding windows (frankly I disagree with that 
one!) The final jewel in the crown of these three new cars was the 
new instrument panel, now relocated in front of the driver, with the 
1275 GT having a three dial binnacle, which included a revcounter 
– something that never found its way onto the Cooper S. Whilst the 
other two one litre models were fitted with just two dials – a speedo 
and a duel gauge for water temperature and fuel. Sadly, gone was the 
oil pressure gauge, replaced by a simple warning lamp - the reasoning 
being, I guess, was that many drivers do not understand or appreciate 
just what oil pressure represents. I think time has proved that to be so, 
as very few cars these days are equipped with an oil pressure gauge.

So, there we have it, the all new 1275GT and Mini Clubmans. It is 
interesting to reflect that the 1275GT has at last been recognised as 
a worthy car to own, restore, as well as fun to drive and we’ve seen 
increased values of late reflecting this. And whilst it cannot compare 
to a Cooper S, it did keep the sporting aspect of the Mini alive. My 
favourite however, is the Clubman Estate which is a true Tardis on 
wheels. The carrying capacity of the estate, with its easy access twin 
doors and exceedingly low loading height, made it a wonderful car to 
use. Plus, the long wheel base and estate square back complimented 
the longer front end of the Clubman front perfectly, and to me, was 
a far more balanced and pleasing shape to the eye than either the 
Clubman or the 1275GT. But that’s a personal view from owning two 
of these fabulous estate cars for a dozen years when our family was 
growing up. BL should never have stopped making that one. 

Robert Young
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With the MINI Challenge final rounds taking place at Snetterton, 
we saw a massive turnout of both competitors and spectators. 

All 3 titles were still undecided so there was everything to play for. 
Points can be scored according to position, 50 max, points for pole 3 
points and points for leading the race 3 points. (Points make prizes). 
David Grady had been leading the F56 most of the year but had Charlie 
Butler-Henderson breathing down his neck after a superb clean sweep at 
Donington. Neil Newstead had a commanding lead in the JCW class with 
Hamish Brandon having a very narrow chance of toppling him. Nathan 
Harrison in the Cooper class had a large lead but, both Ricky Page and 
Mark Wakefield, were in contention with a fighting chance too.

Friday saw the usual test day with most teams trying to get a wet setup, 
and as far as I can remember only Silverstone was wet this year which 
was a long time ago. Luke Reade was showing a great turn of speed 
after changing to Sussex Road and Race, well up to speed with the 6th 
fastest time. Charlie Butler-Henderson had a headache but had his 
sister Vickie to comfort him. Neil Newstead was looking stressed but in 
control. Henry Neal was having engine problems with no compression 
so Team Dynamics were desperately trying to source a spare and 
MINTECH came to their rescue. Nathan Harrison looked smooth and 
Ricky Page, although still in with a chance, thought it impossible to win. 
And then it rained and rained and rained.

Saturday Morning and the sun came out with no rain forecast but a very 
damp track. Qualifying saw some of the F56s trying a mixture of slicks 
and wets or all slicks. It was not damp enough for full wets and with 
15 minutes to qualify with laps of 2.10 minutes per lap, 7 laps are the 
maximum you could get in if you did not come in for a change of tyres. 
Charlie B-H in the Oakfield Motorsport F56 got it right and did 7 laps 
scoring 3 points for pole followed by Jack Mitchell, a guest driver and 
Jeff Smith from Eurotech trying out their new F56 for a full assault next 

year. Luke Caudle, another guest drive, was 4th with Lawrence Davey 
next up. JCWs had Scot Adam run by LDR in pole position followed by 
Hamish and Steve Ruxton-Cocker in 3rd. Neil Newstead could only 
manage 4th! All drivers getting their quickest times on the last lap as the 
track dried. Neil was on pole until the last lap.

Cooper qualifying was in the dry and with the sun out. Nathan Harrison 
secured pole and the 3 points with Max Leaver and Ricky Page next up 
followed by Simon Walton. Henry Neal had a new engine but it was not 
running at all well. Max Bladon and Mark Wakefield were all showing a 
good turn of speed on what is a very fast long 3 mile circuit. 

The first F56-JCW Race was a disaster for David Grady who crashed 
out of contention. Charlie had a good turn of luck with a helping 
push from Jeff Smith going into Riches and enabling him to stay in 
front. A very fast almost manic race, 20 minutes seemed more like 30 
minutes. Charlie came home first and narrowed Grady’s margin of 
54 considerably. Neil Newstead in another Oakfield Motorsport car 
cemented the JCW championship with another win as Hamish Brandon 
was forced into the pits with no power.

The Cooper race saw Nathan Harrison in a lights to flag run to secure 
the Cooper class win having pulled a great stunt to keep Ricky at bay. 
Ricky was a bit sideways going into Brundle and saw his chances slide 
away (pun). Ricky losing out to Mark Wakefield and Simon Walton 
whilst he recovered his speed. Fastest lap went to Mark and the 
Cooper Class Championship to Nathan.

Sunday morning came and went but with no racing. We were due to 
start at 9.30am so I went round to Nelson to try and get some 2-wheel 
action but when in place I could not see the track or the bridge. 
10.30am and the revised start time came and went – it was still too 

COMPETITION

MINI Challenge 2015 Finals Snetterton 
31st October-1st November By David Young

34 | www.minicooper.org

Charlie Butler-Henderson on the grid

Neil Newstead 2015 JCW Champion Oakfield Motorsport

David Grady’s destroyed front end in the first race

Adam Cunnington & Mark Steward in qualifying



foggy. 11.30am and the fog lifted a bit but not enough for racing. The 
time table was rejigged to allow the Track Attack trophy to take place 
behind the safety car and with one car at a time! I was getting bored. 
12.30am and the fog had still not lifted. An announcer over the PA 
said racing may have to be aborted for the day. I started a casual walk 
back to the pits to be greeted by all the F56-JCW drivers still in jeans 
etc. Suddenly, the fog lifted and the announcer came over the PA again 
saying that the racing would start at 13.15pm if the fog stayed away. 
Not only did it stay away, but the sun came out and a big blue sky 
appeared. Round to the Montreal Hairpin I ran ready for the first race. 
In the next 3 hours the whole days racing took place.

The first F56-JCW race saw Luke Caudle take a brilliant win from Lee 
Pattison and Lawrence Davey with Charlie B-H in 4th. David Grady 
could only score 8th place and was seeing the title slip away. In the 
JCW class it was Steve Ruxton-Cocker’s time to get on the top step as 
Oakfield team mate, Neil, protected him from Hamish Brandon and 
they finished 1st,2nd & 3rd. Fastest laps being scored by Charlie, to 
collect another 3 points and Steve in his JCW.

COMPETITION

Next race was the Cooper class, with no pause starting just 15 minutes 
after the flag in the last race. This saw the first win of Henry Neal in 
the Cooper Class. He got the lead halfway through and he stayed put 
driving superbly. He moved up 6 places by some great overtaking just 
like his father Matt does. Nathan’s car cut out on the way to the grid 
then restarted OK. Cut out again on the grid and restarted OK and 
did the same again during the race - Alt-Ctrl-Delete comes to mind. 
Good job it happened after Nathan had secured the championship. The 
race was great to watch; the Cooper class is a bit special with a lot of 
good young talent drivers learning race craft. Max Bladon in his rooky 
year came 2nd with Mark Wakefield in 3rd. Nathan managed to score 
quickest lap!

45 minutes later and the F56-JCWs are out again! Sun is now very 
bright and low in the sky. A pain for photography as you just can’t shoot 
into a low strong sun - well you can, but it’s all grey with no definition 
or all white and overexposed.

Charlie Butler-Henderson did what he had to do, he had drawn pole 
position. A superb start with Pattison bogging down a bit and that is 
where he stayed. Jeff Smith had a great race with a strong battle with 
Luke Caudle who had his tyres go off halfway through. David Grady 
could only secure 6th. Hamish Brandon won the JCW class in what 
is to be his swan song (his car is up for sale), followed by Scot Adam 
who had a great weekend and Kevin O’Connor. Neil Newstead had a 
puncture and came into the pits for a new tyre and finished 24th.

The last race of the day was at 16.00 hours. The sun was now getting 
very low and actually set by race end! Mark Wakefield secured the win 
followed by Max Bladon and Max Leaver, and Henry Neal could only 
manage 4th! Still a great race to watch with lots of battles going on 
down the field. Not much panel damage either!
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Lawrence Davey pushing Rob Smith around Montreal

Luke Reade & Bence Balogh coming out of the Montreal Hairpin

Henry Neal taking his first win

Jeff Smith on a charge

Nathan Harrison-Max Leaver-Mark Wakefield & Simon Walton



COMPETITION

So, the year has come to a close. I must say it has been one of great 
change and excitement with the new F56 being developed through 
the season. The clutch plate and sequential gearbox both being 
brand new designs will, no doubt, be developed more over the 
winter. The rear suspension will, no doubt, be improved to allow 
teams to dial in camber and toe in/out to get more control of the 
back end. Rome was not built in a day and the F56 has come a long 
way in a very short space of time. Antony Williams and his team at 
MINI Challenge are to be congratulated on taking on a great risk and 
bring home a superb Championship, which must, by now, be the 
best single make race series in the country if not Europe, with 25 
cars in the F56-JCW class and growing. Next year we will see a new 
class for MINI all comers, featuring the R53 ‘S’ and JCWs as well 
as single grids for the F56 and Coopers. Plans are in development 
to stage a European MINI Festival at Spa with the German MINI 
Challenge being featured alongside the F56.

David Young 

Qualifying Race 1 Race 2 Race 3

F56 F56 F56 F56

1 Charlie 
Butler-Henderson

1 Charlie 
Butler-Henderson

1 Luke Caudle 1 Charlie 
Butler-Henderson

2 Jake Mitchell 2 Luke Caudle 2 Lee Pattison 2 Lee Pattison

3 Jeff Smith 3 Lawrence Davey 3 Lawrence Davey 3 Jeff Smith

JCW 1 Scot Adam JCW 1 Neil Newstead JCW 1 Steve Ruxton-Cocker JCW 1 Hamish Brandon

2 Hamish Brandon 2 Steve Ruxton-Cocker 2 Neil Newstead 2 Scot Adam

3 Steve Ruxton-Cocker 3 Jason Jeffreys 3 Hamish Brandon 3 Kevin O’Connor

Cooper 1 Nathan Harrison Cooper 1 Nathan Harrison Cooper 1 Henry Neal Cooper 1 Mark Wakefield

2 Max Leaver 2 Mark Wakefield 2 Max Bladon 2 Max Bladon

3 Ricky Page 3 Simon Walton 3 Mark Wakefield 3 Max Leaver

F56 Gen 3 JCW Cooper

POSITION NO# DRIVER POINTS POSITION NO# DRIVER POINTS POSITION NO# DRIVER POINTS

1 #15 Charlie 
Butler-Henderson

741 1 #77 Neil Newstead 923 1 #27 Nathan 
Harrison

876

2 #61 David Grady 714 2 #8 Hamish 
Brandon

789 2 #3 Ricky 
Page

765

3 #24 Lee Pattison 683 3 #32 Alan Taylor 530 3 #18 Mark 
Wakefield 

729

4 #19 Lawrence Davey 643 4 #66 Steve 
Ruxton-Cocker

523 4 #9 Simon 
Walton

600

5 #17 William Phillips 627 5 #99 Kevin 
O’Conner

462 5 #42 Henry 
Neal

531

6 #71 Ryan Rhode 566 6 #73 Erkka Lindstedt 332 6 #11 Max 
Bladon

515

7 #37 Rob Smith 540 7 #5 Jason Jefferys 401 7 #98 Darren 
Chatt

484

8 #13 Bence Balogh 507 8 #105 Clayton 
Kingman

144 8 #49 Martin 
Poole

461

9 #16 Harry Vaulkhard 497 9 #7 Craig Freeman 103 9 #21 Adam 
Davey

445

10 #46 Sam Osbourne 391 10 #88 Jon 
Attard

435

36 | www.minicooper.org

Charlie Butler-Henderson MINI Challenge 2015 Champion



Mini Cooper Register | 37



By Niall Cooke

COMPETITION

Position
Car 
no

Driver Club Navigator Club Class
Timecard 

1a
Timecard 

1b
Total

1 1 Graeme Cornthwaite KLMC Ali Proctor HA Expert 12:04:36 AM 12:05:20 AM 12:09:56 AM

2 2 Steve Entwistle MCR Iain Tullie HRCR Expert 12:04:52 AM 12:05:06 AM 12:09:58 AM

3 6 Peter Metcalfe W Guy Wickham W Expert 12:05:20 AM 12:05:57 AM 12:11:17 AM

4 11 Richard Derrick MCR Robert Duley MCR Newcomer 12:05:49 AM 12:05:53 AM 12:11:42 AM

5 3 Stephen Owens I/HRCR Andy Pullan I/HRCR Expert 12:06:18 AM 12:07:10 AM 12:13:28 AM

6 14 Chloe Browning MCR David Fletcher MCR Novice 12:08:10 AM 12:06:22 AM 12:14:32 AM

7 8 Derek Wilkins MCR Nick Wilkins MCR Newcomer 12:09:07 AM 12:06:25 AM 12:15:32 AM

8 9 Russell Mason MCR Wendy Mason MCR Newcomer 12:09:19 AM 12:06:17 AM 12:15:36 AM

9 12 Keith Proudfoot MCR James Heron MCR Newcomer 12:08:47 AM 12:06:51 AM 12:15:38 AM

10 16 Jim Drake MCR Beth Drake MCR Novice 12:10:26 AM 12:06:01 AM 12:16:27 AM

11 5 Stephen Reynolds MCR Stuart Lamb MCR Expert 12:05:33 AM 12:10:57 AM 12:16:30 AM

12 4 Colin Forster HRCR Henry Carr I/HRCR Expert 12:06:40 AM 12:10:09 AM 12:16:49 AM

13 10 Philip Brent MCR Graham Robinson MCR Newcomer 12:11:23 AM 12:07:03 AM 12:18:26 AM

14 7 Barry Bradley MCR Stewart Lawrence MCR Expert 12:08:26 AM 12:10:53 AM 12:19:19 AM

15 15 William Machin MCR Peter Machin MCR Novice 12:10:20 AM 12:09:12 AM 12:19:32 AM

16 17 Laurence Roe MCR Gillian Salt MCR Novice 12:13:00 AM 12:06:37 AM 12:19:37 AM

17 13 Sally Ann Hewitt H/W Mark Lewis H/W Newcomer 12:11:30 AM 12:18:00 AM 12:29:30 AM

A short run out took crews to the first of seven special tests held 
on private land close to the Tea Rooms. Timed to the second, 
these involved the crews following predetermined courses in farm 
yards and along farm tracks using traffic cones marked with letters 
of the alphabet. Topping the timesheets in all but one of the tests 
were Cornthwaite/Proctor and Entwistle/Tullie, the former crew 
being fastest on tests 1, 2 and 6, while the latter taking the honours 
on 4, 5 and 7. The exception was test 3, where regulars Stephen 
Reynolds and Stuart Lamb were quickest. Going into the rest break, 
Cornthwaite/Proctor led Entwistle/Tullie by the slimmest of margins, 
two seconds, with local crew, Peter Metcalfe and Guy Wickham, a 
minute and 19 seconds behind in third. Top newcomers at this stage, 
and clearly making good use of their test experience on HRCR 
events, were Derrick/Duley in fourth while best placed novices 
were Chloe Browning and David Fletcher in a very creditable sixth. 
Early retirees with electrical problems on their car were Sally Ann 
Hewitt and Mark Lewis.

After the rest break a transport took crews, via petrol, south over the river 
Tyne to the start of the first competitive section at Kyo near Crawcrook, 
from where the route initially went in a south westerly direction towards 
Castleside. These sections produced a sprinkling of lost time amongst the 
field, including 6 minutes for Colin Forster and Henry Carr between STC2 
and STC3, 4 minutes for newcomers Derek Wilkins and Nick Wilkins on 
the same section. Reynolds/Lamb also lost 5 minutes on the following one 
to STC4 that used ‘in out the first colour out on the last colour’ style of 
navigation. The exception was STC4 to STC5 where most crews lost time, 
notably Derrick/Duley with 11 minutes dropped. This went via two ‘Not 
As Map’ (NAM) route checks, one of which was in a gravel car park at 
Honey Hill that proved particularly tricky for some to find.

After STC5 the route went north through Muggleswick to STC6 near 
Barley Hill before heading west to STC7 at Holly Hill via Slaley Forest 
and Strothers Dale. On fast roads the majority of crews dropped little 
or no time on these sections, the exceptions being Mason/Mason who 
spoilt their good run to that point by dropping 7 minutes at STC6, as 
well as newcomers Keith Proudfoot and James Heron, together with 
Phil Brent and Graham Robinson, who both dropped 4 minutes at the 
same control. Novices Lawrence Roe and Gill Salt, on their first ever 
rally, also picked up 6 minutes of lateness here.

Results after 1st leg – tests
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incorporating the Tynedale Rally for Novices Saturday 17th 
October 2015

Sponsored by YBracing & Vallum

The eighth edition of the Mini Cooper Register’s only annual road rally, 
the Northumberland Borders Rally, attracted an entry of 17 cars from 

as far away as South Wales for a 120 mile event on OS maps 87 and 88. 
Running to the established format of special tests in the afternoon followed 
by a ‘half night’ navigational rally in the lanes, with classes for all abilities, the 
rally was also a round of the Historic Rally Car Register (HRCR) Premier Rally 
Championship. 

The start was at the Vallum Tea Rooms in East Wallhouses just to the 
west of Newcastle. First away were experts Graeme Cornthwaite 
and Ali Proctor aiming for a hatrick of wins. They were followed by 
Steve Entwistle and Ian Tullie in the infamous Orange Box Mini on its 
last event after taking Steve to overall victory in the HRCR Clubmans 
Championship this year. Further down the line were Russ and Wendy 
Mason hoping to retain the Newcomer title they won in 2014, as well 
as Richard Derrick and Robert Duley, who had moved up to that class 
following their win in the Novice category last year. 



COMPETITION
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From STC7 the route took crews through a series of tight lanes and 
loops via Dukesfield, Whitley Chapel, Dalton and Dipton Mill to STC8 
at Newbiggin. In trouble here were Entwistle/Tullie who suddenly found 
themselves dealing with a fire in the engine bay of their Orangebox Mini. 
They managed to put it out and get going again but the five minutes 
lost probably cost them the chance of winning the rally. Roe/Salt also 
struggled on this section, adding a further 12 minutes to their lateness.

After skirting South of Hexham via a NAM passage control in the 
entrance to Hexham racecourse, the route took crews to STC9 at 
Yellow Rigg. While the experts all cleaned this section, it produced a 
smattering of time losses amongst the newcomers, notably 5 minutes 
for both Mason/Mason and Brent/Robinson.

Following a short but sharp four minute section down a white over the 
fields to STC10 at Elrington that saw only Brent/Robinson and Will and 
Peter Machin drop any significant time, 5 minutes, crews then headed, via 
a couple of NAM route checks, to STC11 at Silly Wrea. Here Metcalfe/
Wickham spoil an otherwise relatively clean run up until that point by 
dropping a painful 15 minutes investigating an incorrect route to the control 
while Brent/Robinson added a further 5 minutes to their lateness tally. 

After a largely uneventful run down over the East Allen River to STC12 
at Midgeholm that saw minor time losses amongst the newcomers and 
novices, it was onto STC13 via the Steel, a gnarly little yellow road used 
on many events in the past. With little navigation involved, time losses 
on this section were minimal but it did see Cornthwaite/Proctor drop 
their only time of the evening, a minute conceded by their arriving 
just 4 seconds late to the control. This section also saw Barry Bradley 
and Stewart Lawrence picking up a puncture and Proudfoot/Heron 
damaging their gear change on one of the cattle grids. 

A brief rest halt and time recovery period at MTC4/5 in Whitfield saw 
crews enter the final third of the rally - an anticlockwise loop of the west 
and east River Allen valleys. With the novices having finished by then, 
this was tackled by the twelve remaining crews and marked the point 
at which the pressure really started to build up. In the lead at this stage 
were Cornthwaite/Proctor who were 6 minutes ahead of Enwistle/Tullie, 
with Forster/Carr a further 3 minutes back but with a fail for a missed 
route check between STC5 and STC6. In the newcomer class, Derrick/
Duley led the way with 22 minutes, followed by Mason/Mason on 19 
minutes but with a fail for missed route check on the Steel. 

The first of the eight remaining competitive sections took the crews south 
out of Whitfield to STC14 near Ninebanks via passage controls set up 
on two cattle grids on the Ouston yellow. Most of the experts had little 
difficulty with this section but the ‘in on the first colour out on the last’ 
navigation for the newcomers saw them late by between 2 and 4 minutes. 

Lateness problems caused by a puncture and a loose wheel on the previous 
competitive section also saw Bradley/Lawrence cut straight to the control.

From STC14, the route continued south towards Carrshield before heading 
over Dryburn Moor to STC15 near Allendale Town. In difficulty, for the first 
time here were, Stephen Owens and Andy Pullan, who dropped 5 minutes 
to the control while fellow experts Forster/Carr conceded 4 minutes. 

After taking in a tricky NAM route check on a loop of yellow roads the 
route went south to Acton before crossing the East Allen River to STC16 
at Studdon Park. The more complex navigation used on this section, 
coupled with the tight nature of the roads, showed immediately, half the 
experts dropping between 2 and 5 minutes, with Reynolds/Lamb skipping 
it altogether. It was also a turning point for the newcomers, 7 to 10 minutes 
being lost by crews bar Proudfoot/Heron who went OTL at this point and 
Brent/Robinson who wisely started skipping sections to stay within lateness 

Following a neutral through Allendale Town, crews then arrived at the 
start of a 4 minute section to STC18 at Lea Hall. This resulted in only 
Derrick/Duley dropping any significant amount of time, 4 minutes, but 
saw Bradley/Lawrence, still hampered by the loose wheel on their car, 
cutting sections again in a desperate effort to keep within lateness. 

After an easy time recovery section west to SCT19 at Keenleyside, the 
event then finished in fine style by taking in the tight and twisty Oakpool 
yellow to STC20 at Old Town before a final blast down the switchbacks 
to MTC6 by the bridge over the West Allen River. 

At the finish, the Elks Head in Whitfield, the results showed that 
Cornthwaite/Proctor had put in yet another almost faultless drive 
dropping just 10 minutes 56sec to a make it a hatrick of wins on the 
event. In second place, and pushing them very hard all rally, were 
Entwistle/Tullie, six minutes and 2 seconds back. In a fiercely contested 
newcomer Class, Mason/Mason followed up their 2014 success to 
win with 44 minutes and 36 seconds, along with four fails, to edge out 
Derrick/Duley with the same number of fails but more time dropped. 
Taking the honours in the novice class were Browning/Fletcher with 
20 minutes and 32 seconds followed by Jim and Beth Drake who were 
marginally quicker on time but picked up a fail for a missed check 
between STC10 and STC11. They took some consolation in being 
awarded the prize for best MCR crew though. Finally, a raffle held at 
the finish for WaterAid successfully raised £213 for the charity.

For a full breakdown, visit www.northumberlandbordersrally.co.uk 
or the rally’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Northumberland-Borders-Rally/292931404194573 

Niall Cooke

Derrick/Duley were well placed after the tests
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COMPETITION

Position
Car 
no.

Driver Club Navigator Club Class Time Fails

1 14 Chloe 
Browning

MCR David 
Fletcher

MCR Novice 12:20:32 AM 0

2 16 Jim Drake MCR Beth Drake MCR Novice 12:16:27 AM 1

3 15 William 
Machin

MCR Peter 
Machin

MCR Novice 12:33:32 AM 1

4 17 Laurence 
Roe

MCR Gillian Salt MCR Novice 12:49:37 AM 2

Position Car 
no. Driver Club Navigator Club Class Time Fails

1 1 Graeme 
Cornthwaite

KLMC Ali Proctor HA Expert 12:10:56 AM 0

2 2 Steve 
Entwistle

MCR Iain Tullie HRCR Expert 12:16:58 AM 0

3 4 Colin 
Forster

HRCR Henry Carr I/HRCR Expert 12:38:49 AM 1

4 3 Stephen 
Owens

I/HRCR Andy Pullan I/HRCR Expert 12:23:28 AM 2

5 9 Russell Mason MCR Wendy 
Mason

MCR Newcomer 12:44:36 AM 4

6 11 Richard 
Derrick

MCR Robert 
Duley

MCR Newcomer 12:53:42 AM 4

7 5 Stephen 
Reynolds

MCR Stuart Lamb MCR Expert 12:35:30 AM 5

8 8 Derek Wilkins MCR Nick Wilkins MCR Newcomer 12:45:32 AM 5

9 7 Barry 
Bradley

MCR Stewart 
Lawrence

MCR Expert 12:33:19 AM 15

10 10 Philip Brent MCR Graham 
Robinson

MCR Newcomer 12:48:26 AM 16

11 6 Peter 
Metcalfe

W Guy 
Wickham

W Expert 12:41:17 AM 20

12 Keith 
Proudfoot

MCR James Heron MCR Newcomer 12:38:38 AM 9

13 Sally Ann 
Hewitt

H/W Mark Lewis H/W Newcomer 12:29:30 AM -

Results after 2nd leg – navigational rally

Northumberland Borders Rally

Tynedale Rally
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Reynolds/Lamb found Test 3 to their liking

Cornthwaite/Proctor traded best times 
on most of the tests with Entwistle/Tullie

Browning/Fletcher showing what can be 
achieved in a virtually standard car

Entwistle/Tullie enter a NAM route check 
between STC4 and STC5

Mason/Mason pushing very hard near STC19

1st Novices: Chloe Browning & David Fletcher

1st Newcomers: Russ & Wendy Mason

Best MCR crew (not qualifying for the other 
awards): Jim & Beth Drake

1st Experts and overall winners: Graeme 
Cornthwaite (left) & Ali Proctor (right), with 
Mark Yates of sponsor YBracing

Forster/Carr used the event as a shake 
down for the Rally of the Tests

Wilkins/Wilkins gravel spreading on Test 4
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Cooper 
Tuning Conversions

Cooper 
Merchandise

Authentic
Genuine Cooper

High Quality 
Made In England

Specialist Mini Parts

Official 100% genuine Cooper, 
created by Mini Sport in conjunction
with John Michael Cooper himself!

All manufactured in England and to the
highest quality or sourced from leading

British brands such as Moto-Lita.

Authentic conversion kits, bringing the 
performance & feel of the original 

1960s Cooper S to your Mini!

Quality, Reliability & Engineering Excellence 

Signed Memorabilia Merchandise Specialist Mini Parts

Specialist Mini Parts Collectables Custom Made Mini Parts

Cooper
Steering Wheels

Cooper 
Styling & Accessories

“The Mini has a very special place in my heart and is a big part of my life.  
With Mini Sport’s experience and modern technology, we are recreating 

a new range of products that matches their quality and image for 
Mini Classic enthusiasts around the world.”

Gift Merchandise
An exclusive and stylish range 
of commemorative authentic 

Cooper merchandise.

Passion For Speed

Exclusive new range for 2015. Official 100% genuine Cooper, created by Mini Sport
in conjunction with John Michael Cooper himself!

Genuine Cooper Range

PARTS & ACCESSORIES SINCE 1967

parts, value
for your Mini Make it Mini Sport!

Mini Sport Ltd., Padiham, Lancs, BB12 7AP | www.minisport.com | +44 (0)1282 778731  

www.minisport.com 
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

GUO 631D engine rebuild

Paul Eeles, who regularly shows 
his Monte replica GUO 631D at 
Beaulieu, has bitten the bullet and 
had his engine rebuilt by Southams 
after Beaulieu this year. Paul has, over 
the years, been continually upgrading 
and changing his car to get it ever 
closer to the full Works replica he 
wants it to be. I well remember when 
he first showed the car, resplendent 
in its surf blue and white paint work 
and nice as it was it was a long way 
from where it is now.

Over the years, Paul has changed many things as he learns more 
about how these unique cars should be screwed together. The wiring 
has received a make over of late and I guess his quest to get the 
engine right has just been a matter of time and money - and despite 
the split Webers he ran looking very nice, they were both incorrect 
for a 1967 Monte car and were not as Abingdon built them either. 
So it was that Paul decided to entrust the entire engine build to 
Southams where Rod and Colin Taylor set about to transform Paul’s 
engine. I was pleased that Paul decided to run a full race camshaft 
on the engine - a modern Swiftune SW23 rather than the AEA648 
camshaft, as these are great camshafts and really kick out the 
power. The myths and nonsense that abounds about the difficulty of 
running one of these camshafts on the road always baffles me. Set up 
correctly, they are easy to drive and live with, even in traffic. It does 

help, I’ll concede, that Paul has the help now of running his engine at 
1330cc, as it was rebored to +060”. 

He has also fitted a rather modified cylinderhead along with many other 
high quality engine parts. However, for correctness, I wasn’t too sure 
about the Southam’s large breather kit, although I do well understand 
the benefits and theory behind allowing the engine to breath as much 
as possible and accept that, in standard form, our old A series engine 
does not breath that well and needs all the help it can get.

Paul is delighted with how well the car now drives and can’t vouch 
high enough for the work Rod and Colin did on his engine - and 
although still running in the engine, he returned the car to Southams 
to have a session on their rollers, albeit still keeping the revs down to 
a safe level. Keeping the revs to no more that 4000 rpm, the car still 
punched out a very respectable 80bhp, so once fully run in, it should 
really fly. No doubt we will see the car again at Beaulieu next June.

Rauno Aaltonen Exhibition

Asko Lindstedt, brother of the late and much missed Hannu 
Lindstedt, wrote to me recently about an exhibition that took place at 
his local library, where they had decided to set up amongst the rows 
of books an exhibition dedicated to Rauno Aaltonen. The exhibition 
ran between the start of June to the end of August in Rauno’s home 
town of Turku in Finland. 

The star of the show, other than Rauno of course, was Asko’s Ex-
Works Mini CRX 91B which took pride of place in the library. Rauno 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Paul Eeles’ freshly built Southam engine complete with extra 
large breathers

Paul’s car on the Southams’ rollers kicking out the power

Colin and Rod Taylor - team Southam

Rauno Aaltonen with CRX 91B in the Turku library
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had loaned numerous photographs and Asko loaned various parts 
of rally memorabilia which depicted Rauno’s rallying career. Rauno 
opened the exhibition by entertaining the large gathering with lively 
stories of his rallying adventures. The exhibition was, I’m told, very 
well received and attracted much local publicity.

DKG 2C restoration

Another car that has been subject to a major overhaul recently is 
Ben and Patricia Webb’s historic rally car DKG 2C. This car, built 
by Garry Corpe and campaigned on several Monte Historique and 
Alpine Rallies by Peter Barker, has been used by Ben and Patricia 
on Minis to Monte and Minis to Ireland and the decision was made 
that the car, after all that hard use, was in need of some serious 
body work. 

Simon Drew at The Mini Works was naturally entrusted to 
undertake the work. As with most of these restoration projects, 

the job gets worse before it get better, a lot worse - and once the 
car was disassembled the poor condition of the car soon became 
apparent and what was hoped to be a light restoration and repaint 
was soon to develop into a full restoration job with floor, inner 
and outer wings, doors etc replaced and much more besides. 

Starting in earnest in mid August, it is to Simon’s credit and his 
new found assistant Nick McLaren, who has quickly developed 
into a highly skilled welder, that the car was put back together 
just in time for Ben and Patricia, along with Simon himself, to 
journey over to France to enter the November Sun Run Rally. The 
car only came back from the painters in mid October so they had 
just two weeks to refit the car. With Ben assisting Simon with as 
much of the refitting as his skill and time would allow, they just 
made it in time. 

The November Sun Run Rally seems a popular event and one that 
has attracted quite a few MCR members this year, notably David 
Dyson, Peter Hicks, Bryan Purves and, of course, Simon Drew and 
the Webbs. Plus I see that John Matthews and John Wilkins were 
to be the sweeper back up car. The event is a four day navigational 
rally finishing in Aix le Bans, and that I’m sure, will test the crews and 
will be a different experience from the Minis to Monte type of event 
we put on. More news of how they got on in next month’s issue of 
CooperWorld perhaps.

Robert Young

CRX 91B amongst the books, memorabilia and photos

DKG on the spit with the new front being stitched on

DKG nearing completion in Simon’s workshop

DKG all finished and fuelling up in France on its way to the 
November Sun Run

New side, floor and inner wings in place
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I’m just going to focus on one car this 
month as it is a bit special. Thanks to 
the current 24/7 online connected 
world we live in, that when an 
interesting car turns up it is all over 
the various Mini forums PDQ with, 
generally, a healthy dose of wildly ill-
informed speculation thrown in for 
good measure.

You would think, these days, that 
an unrestored, apparently 35,604 
miles from new 1071 S appearing for 
sale would generate a forum frenzy 

but amazingly, at the time of writing 
it still remains seemingly under the 

radar. I was alerted to the car by a couple of enquiries which I 
couldn’t really help with as the car wasn’t, so far as I could tell, 
on the Register, although it has been re-registered at some point. 
Thanks to Paul Winter who came up with the chassis, engine and 
FE number.

Built in early September 1963 but not despatched to Aberdeen 
until January 1964, DSA 473B was originally registered with the 
private plate NW13, whereas the current registration is an age 
related number. Structurally the car looks very good, but you 
might notice that the paintwork has suffered a little in long term 
storage, which seems to have been since 1980 although dry 
storage did not commence until 1982. The interior, apart from 
the missing carpet and rear parcel shelf, looks to be in very good 
order and commensurate with the indicated mileage. The one 
thing that might be rather troublesome to deal with is the rather 
bizarre looking sunroof. 

One thing quite often quoted by sellers in the classic car world 
is that a car has matching numbers which should mean the car 
in question has its original body and engine and maybe other 
components depending on the make and model. Particularly in 
the case of Mini Coopers, this is a term to be taken with a large 
pinch of salt as reproduction plates are, of course, available for 
the body, chassis and engine numbers. I’ve seen numerous cars 
where incomplete or incorrect details on a Heritage Certificate 
have been replicated on reproduction plates which have then 
been nailed to a supposedly ‘original’ car. JD Classics have this car 
for sale and describe it as a matching numbers one, but I don’t 
know what they are matching them to as the engine number in 
the production record for this car is wrong, as the same number 

Simon Wheatcroft

is shared with another car. Factory engine changes did occur and 
are generally recorded in the production records although BMIHT 
currently don’t tend to put this on a Heritage Certificate, they just 
quote the last engine number.

As you can see the paintwork has suffered a little whilst in storage 
and yes, that is a most unusual sunroof/skylight

The extra fuel tank is a Serck aftermarket unit. The car left the 
factory without any factory options fitted

Not exactly a factory fresh engine bay but most of the right bits in all 
the right places and pretty much unmolested. Note correct rocker 
cover with angled breather and hose to centrally located take off on 
air filter housing. Decal free washer bottle and metal section of the 
heater piping. The engine was apparently running very recently

Original brocade seats and liners in great condition
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though especially when looking on our favourite internet auction 
site! So, the reverse rim wheels have ‘LP918’ stamped either 
on the well between the wheel nut holes or near the lobes that 
hold on the wheel trims, Genuine ‘S’ rims have ‘LP883’ stamped 
on them in similar locations. The photos attached show the ‘S’ 
wheel on the left and the reverse rim on the right. Here you can 
see the difference in the offset of the wheel rims and hopefully 
will be of help to those looking to buy such wheels, particularly 
since prices for reverse rim wheels seem to have risen steadily 
recently and getting quite close to what buyers will pay for the 
more desirable ‘S’ rims.

That’s all for this month,,

Barbara Alexander

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

We have two more recent internet 
additions to the register to report 
this month. Firstly, a Morris Cooper 
998 registered JHR 931F and finished 
in old English white with a black roof 
belonging to Laurence Roe. Secondly, 
another Morris variant registered 
KOW 461E, which is now owned 
by David Bundy. This Almond green 
998 Cooper is quite original and 
already known to some members 
in the Hampshire region. Welcome 
both and photos of your cars always 
gratefully received.

On the internet front and Ebay USA 
in particular, I spotted a former British Morris 998 Cooper up for 
grabs formerly registered JKE 605E and, at the time of writing, 
was at $15,000 with 3 days to go. Finished in Almond green 
and looking quite good despite having non-standard trim fitted, 
hopefully it will have found an appreciative owner by the time 
you read this.

A recent comment via one of the many Facebook Mini pages was 
“will standard Mini wheels fit my Cooper?’’ Well, the answer to 
that is yes. All Mk1 Mini Coopers left the factory with standard 
3.5J steel wheels just the same as the 850 Mini, whereas, in 
period, many accessory companies sold alternative style wheels 
such as Minilite, Cosmic and Cooper Car Company’s Rose petal 
rims. Very few offered a standard ‘bolt on’ offset option for 
the Mini and Cooper. One of the few options available was the 
Dunlop 4.5J steel reverse rim, produced for the standard Mini 
and Cooper without the need for wheel arch extensions or 
spacers or even longer wheel studs. These looked similar to the 
4.5J Cooper ‘S’ rim, telling them apart can be a bit troublesome 

L918 reverse rim wheel stamp

Both wheel rims side by side for comparison

External sides of the rims clearly showing the difference in the rims

The original engine fitted to DSA was clearly a troublesome 
unit as it was removed from this car, presumably thought to 
have been repaired and duly fitted to another 1071 S that was 
manufactured in November 1963. Once again, there must have 
been a problem as it was duly replaced. It was third time lucky 
and the engine finally made its way out of Longbridge in a car 
built in February 1964.

Whilst not showing an absolutely pristine example, the engine bay 
photo of DSA shows how an S engine bay of this era should look. It is 
refreshingly free of a couple of details that seem to appear regularly 
on restored cars that were never there back in the day. These are:

1) No Tudor decal on the washer bottle – save that for your MG 
Midget amongst others.

2) No yellow trace on the servo vacuum hose – seen on a few Works 
prepared cars.

There is also the slightly askew Coopers sticker on the air filter box. 
Restored cars always seem to have them beautifully straight.

In this car there looks to have been an issue with the oil pressure 
gauge piping as a switch has been fitted, the starter solenoid has been 
replaced by the later 4ST type although it still sits on the correct 
bracket, and there is something unusual going on with the petrol 
supply pipe which is mounted on a strange bracket. The engine had 
been restored to running order prior to its sale.

The price for all this originality? Yours for £36,500 which, strangely 
enough, is not dissimilar to what the similar car sold by Bonhams 
made back in June.

Simon Wheatcroft
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All very quiet on the register this month, 
so an opportunity to give you an update 
on a car already registered.

The car in question belongs to John 
Fielder, and he recently emailed to say 
his car, registered KMB 348G, a Tartan 
red and black 1968 Austin, has just 
had some major renovation and repair 
work undertaken. The last time I saw 
John and KMB was back in 2010 when 
he kindly volunteered his car for the 
register display at Beaulieu. The car has 
been modified with track work in mind 
and, indeed, John regularly gives the car 
a workout at his local circuit Snetterton. 

I was impressed back then with the level of preparation, but earlier 
this year he thought it was time to give the car a thorough going 
through and this, as we all know, usually leads to a little more work 
than expected.

On the mechanical side, the engine has been fully rebuilt by Bill 
Richards. The basis for the engine is a 1275 ‘S’ block bored out 
to 1380cc with a Trevor Willimott modified head to a stage 3 
specification and a fast road/rally camshaft. John has retained the 
twin HS2 carburettors but runs these with open ram pipes. The 
fuel pump has been uprated to deal with the increased demands 
of the new engine with a Facet pump and pressure regulator. The 
gearbox has had a thorough overhaul with an all new helical gear 
set, new bearings and cross pin diff with a change to a slightly 
longer 3.2 diff ratio, no doubt to cope with the long straights at 
Snetterton. Transmitting the power is a competition clutch and a 
new set of straight cut drop gears, which I’m sure sound fantastic. 

Nick Hunter

The exhaust manifold is a race spec Maniflow LCB coupled to 
the highly efficient RC40 single box exhaust. A partial rewire 
included conversion to electronic ignition with one of the new Csi 
programmable distributors; this requiring a rolling road session to 
get it all dialled in correctly. 

The suspension came in for similar scrutiny. The car runs on dry 
suspension and a new set of rubber ‘springs’ have been fitted. The 
front suspension has new adjustable tie bars and bottom arms 
to allow for fine adjustment of toe in, castor and camber angles, 

KMB 348G - work in progress

John Fielder’s completed ‘S’ -Ready for anything

KMB 348G - Completed engine bay

Side view of KMB 348G showing purposeful suspension stance

KMB 348G - Interior refitted
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I asked Nick if he would share his buying experience with us and he 
kindly sent me the following. So, take it away Nick! 

“One day, I’d like a proper ‘60s Cooper”. A statement I made to 
my Mum and a promise I made to myself as a teenager. With an 
’85 Mini Ritz as my first car and being an envious passenger in my 
Mum’s Cooper RSP, I swore that one day I’d realise my dream. 
Minis have played a part in our family history going back four 
generations, with various stories of typical Mini adventures and 
mishaps along the way. 

My search for a proper ‘60s Cooper started when I decided to sell 
my current Mini Thirty (having restored and owned it for 5 years or 
so) and ‘upgrade’ to a MKI. The thought being that an 850 may be 
affordable as an interim step to Cooper ownership. 

Trawling through a mix of motoring rags and on-line auction sites, 
I lined up a few Mk1s to view. Unfortunately, the all too familiar 
mismatch between advert and reality soon kicked in and I was left 
with the prospect of having to take on a real project car, to get a MKI 
to the level of quality I was looking for. This soon led me to see how 
far adrift I may be from a Cooper of the same era. So, when factoring 
in likely rebuild costs, it seemed apparent that stretching the budget 
would put me in MKII Cooper territory, a period of the Mini which 
seems to be on a rapid rise.

For me the appeal of the MKII are the early features as 
predominantly shared with the MKIs, the kudos of being a ‘real’ 
classic (pre-’73, black metal pressed number plates and period 
colours) and a car from the same era as the Minis height of 
rallying success. 

It was chance to make the dream a reality and at a price which may 
be out of reach before too long. 

So, I selected numerous adverts and contacted sellers for countless 
photographs and spoke at length about their cars with some follow-
up viewings. This was to be long term ownership, so everything 
had to stack up: condition, history, matching numbers and most 
importantly the story to date. Without elaborating on various 
searches (numerous, but specifically Mk11 Coopers), it was the final 
point that sealed the deal on the MKII Cooper I now own: MTU 
385H/ ‘Coop’. 

As the conversation and emerging details progressed with the 
existing owner, it became apparent that this was a car that sat 
in a minority. In its 46 years, it had been tucked away for 28 of 

Cooper Mk 2 Register

You may remember I started my last report saying that due to lack of 
space, Graham Leybourne had to reluctantly put his late father’s Austin 
Cooper up for sale. I finished the piece by saying that it was a sad ending 
to the Leybourne’s family ownership. I also made this request – “So, with 
the delay between writing my report and publication of the magazine, 
you may be the lucky new owner of MTU 385H. If you are, please 
let me know”. Well, I did not even have to wait that long. Graham’s 
advertisement on eBay had caught the eye of a couple of potential buyers 
and they contacted me to ask if I knew of the car and whether I could 
give them any more information about it. All I could say was that the car 
had been known to the register for a very long time. As Graham had 
stated in his advertisement it was 30 years. Then, I was contacted by 
Nick Chivers the lucky new owner. At the time of writing, Nick is not a 
member of the MCR but that will be sorted out come mid November 
when he receives his birthday present. Perfect timing I would say.

Graham Robinson

A dream fulfilled, Nick Chivers with MTU 385H

Rear end shot of KMB 348G - the view most other drivers will get

enabling John to set up the car for road or track. Similarly, at the 
rear, adjustable camber plates have been fitted and all suspension 
bushes renewed throughout. A new steering rack was also fitted as 
well as a thorough rebuild of the braking system and a new set of 
shock absorbers.

With the engine and gearbox out of the car and the suspension 
removed, it made sense for John to give the bodywork some 
attention. The roll cage was removed and was found to be hiding 
some corrosion where it had not been fitted too well. Rather than 
patch things up, it was decided to fully renew the floor pans and inner 
and outer sills to ensure the integrity of the shell. Once completed 
John decided not to reinstall the roll cage. After some investigation of 
the engine bay, it was decided to replace both inner front wings and 
the offside front wing. With the welding sorted the car had a partial 
respray in its original colours. 

A substantial overhaul then, with much of the work carried out 
by well known Mini Miglia racer, Tony Le May, to which John says 
he is very grateful. As you will see from the photos, the car now 
looks superb and very purposeful. John has moved away from 
something standard but has a great car which he has tweaked to 
his own specification so he can use and enjoy it for both road and 
track. A first run out at Snetterton and he says the car is very quick 
and greatly improved over its previous guise, making all the work 
worthwhile. Thanks for the update John, look forward to seeing the 
car at events next year. 

That’s all for this month and for 2015, it just leaves me to wish you all 
a very Merry Christmas.

Until next year

Nick Hunter
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that would mislead you into thinking that the content did not 
include Rover Coopers at all. A few simple cover lines would 
have made all the difference. Instead, buyers have to resort to the 
tedium of checking the publication number and date inside the 
front cover- important details that many handbook sellers rarely 
bother to publicise.

My own research on this topic is by no means exhaustive (for 
example, I have but few details of foreign language handbooks) 
so please treat what follows as a start point to be updated by the 
findings of club members who can vouch that their Rover handbook is 
original to the car.

The earliest handbook I can find applicable to the Rover Cooper 
is AKM 6579 (2nd Edition) dated 1990 (the corresponding French 
and German language editions appear to be AKM 6586 and AKM 
6587 respectively). Published in A5 landscape form, it has a plain 
white cover with the red/green Mini Cooper laurel logo on the 
cover and the content is printed on plain uncoated paper. Does 
anyone have, or know of, the `1st Edition’?

The successor to the above was, predictably, AKM 6579 (3rd 
Edition) dated 1991 and was published with the same cover 
but with the content printed on more luxurious coated paper. 
Having flicked through both editions page for page, the only other 
difference I could spot between the two was the addition of a 
Cooper winged motif on the air intake in a diagram on page 47. 
Surely there is more to it than that?

With the announcement of the single point injection models on 
29th October 1991, Rover published a 12-page plain B/W paper 

Rover Cooper Register

As 2015 draws to a close I have been 
thumbing through my past reports and 
noted that the topic of Rover Cooper 
owner’s handbooks has, so far, only had 
cursory attention (see May and June 2015 
issues of CooperWorld).

Regardless of what car you have, the 
owner’s handbook is provided by 
vehicle manufacturers for good reason, 
and while it won’t necessarily tackle 
serious repair issues, it at least offers 
basic maintenance advice and operating 
instructions in a quick-reference 
style. But to get the full benefit, it is 
essential to have the appropriate edition 

applicable to your particular vehicle model. 

Recognising the correct handbook to go with your car ought to 
be simple, but like BMC and British Leyland of old, Rover carried 
on the irritating tradition of clothing successive publications in 
identical covers, and at one stage even resorted to using artwork 

AKM 6579 - The first incarnation of Rover Cooper handbook

AKM 6579/1 - Supplement issued for the first Spi Rover Cooper 
Models in 1991

John Parnell

them. So, its quiet life meant it was only on its 3rd owner, on its 
original Hydrolastic suspension, had all its original period-correct 
features and was owned by the same family for 32 years. This 
final point particularly resonated with me. As I mentioned, Mini’s 
have been in my family for a long time and having more recently 
introduced my sons to the world of Minis with shows and London 
to Brighton, it is fitting that MTU will spend many future years in 
the same family. 

While the search is over, the journey has only just begun. We have 
our first show booked in the diary, there have been numerous 
comments from passers-by and of course (as with any classic) there 
are some winter maintenance jobs to be done. 

But I finally did it – a proper 60s Cooper!”

Courtesy of Nick Chivers.

It may be the end of the story for the Leybourne family but it is the 
beginning of the story for MTU 385H with the Chivers family. And 
long may it last. Another 30 years? I hope so!!

Please remember, it’s so important to establish the history of any 
Classic purchase, car or anything. Unfortunately, quite often that 
is not possible and it’s down to doing your research and walking 
away from anything that is suspect. There are still opportunities 
to fulfil your dreams. It will take time but the rewards are there as 
Nick has discovered. 

Now that the clocks have gone back and the nights are drawing in, 
I am sure most MKIIs have started their Winter hibernation. Time 
to consider those jobs that need doing over the coming months to 
keep your cars in fine fettle. If you are considering a minor or major 
restoration I would like to hear from you. And don’t forget, with 
Christmas just around the corner there is still time to add those much 
needed tools to your present list. 

Well, that’s about it for this year and what a year it has been for the 
MKII Cooper Register. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone that has contributed to my reports throughout the year. I 
would also like to wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year. 

Until next year!!

Happy Coopering. 

Graham Robinson
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supplement AKM 6579/1 to be used in conjunction with AKM 
6579 (3rd Edition). This supplement looks like it should have a 
proper cover but it was intentionally designed to be inserted into 
the official handbook.

In 1993 Rover seems to have decided to consolidate its Mini range 
under just one handbook, AKM 7168. The one I have is AKM 
7168 (2nd Edition) ENG, dated 1994 and states that it ‘contains 
information on all Mini models’, both carburettor and fuel injection. 
Like its predecessors, it is published in A5 landscape form with a 
plain white cover but with the burgundy `Rover’ corporate logo 
in place of the earlier Mini Cooper logo. It also includes the word 
`Mini’ in the cover title. 

1994 was also the year of publication of a new revised handbook 
with a Pearlescent Nightfire Red Mini Cabriolet on the front cover. 
Still A5, but now in portrait form, the 1994 edition I have bears the 
publication number AKM 7219ENG. Following the launch of the 
Monte Carlo LE in July of that year, a supplement, AKM 7219/1ENG, 
was issued covering the operating instructions for the additional 
driving lights that came as standard with that model. 

At the end of January 1994 came the announcement that BMW had 
acquired Rover from British Aerospace. It is quite possible that this 
change of ownership may have influenced what happened next. On 
22nd June 1995, Rover’s External Affairs Department announced 
wide ranging improvements for the Mini range, including, for the 
Mini Cooper 1.3i, a wood fascia dashboard and analogue clock as 
standard, cream instrument dials, new Ivory `Monaco’ trim and 
vinyl side rolls as standard (black leather seats as an option), plus 
wider 165/60 x 12 tyres. The Mini Mayfair, Cabriolet and Sprite 
models also received trim upgrades. To go with these changes, 
a new owner’s handbook was published, this time with the 
publication number RCL 0015ENG (the German language version is 
RCL 0015GER). Yet again, all of this was done without a change to 
the cover itself (i.e. the red Mini Cabriolet). 

RCL 0015ENG - 2nd Edition, also dated 1995, is the handbook that 
features the 24 blade type fuse box unit that is a non- detachable 
part of the wiring loom and was used as an interim measure between 
dropping the old style `7FJ’ 4-fuse unit and the introduction of the 
more comprehensive in-car fuse box system used on the Mpi cars. If 
MCR member Ian Hitchman’s recent email to me is to be judged the 
bellwether, the RCL 0015ENG - 2nd Edition handbook was in current 
issue when the Rover Cooper 35 LE was released in May 1996. Are 
there any Cooper 35 owners whose cars were issued with something 
different? If so, do please let me know. 

The launch of the Mpi Minis in October 1996, heralded a completely 
new owner’s handbook, RCL 0179ENG, with a Solar Red Rover 
Cooper Sport on the cover and an orange Mini graphic down the right 
hand side. The one I have on file, also dated 1996, is the 2nd Edition. 
Does anyone know of a 1st Edition? What I have ascertained is that the 

AKM 7168 - Consolidated all Mini models into one handbook in 1993

5th Edition was published in April 1999, and the 6th Edition, in May 
2000. Both have a different front cover featuring the earlier Solar Red 
Cooper Sport, now joined by a second dark coloured plain Cooper 
Classic. A vertical orange strip, imprinted with the words `Owner’s 

Interim 24 blade fuse box first featured in RCL 0015ENG - 2nd 
Edition in 1995

RCL 0179ENG - Revamped handbook for Mpi Minis as it appeared 
in 1996
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Handbook’, runs down the left hand side of the cover. In October 1999 
Rover issued supplement RCL 0179ENG/3 updating the antifreeze and 
coolant specification in the above 5th Edition. 

Registrar’s Comment

For a topic that ought to be straightforward to research, I was 
surprised at just how many variations of handbook Rover managed 
to publish during the Rover Cooper’s eleven year history. There 
was a peppering of interim supplements too. As you can see from 
the findings above, my attempt to identify the different publication 
numbers and their respective numeric editions is far from 
complete. Considering the tens of thousands that must have been 
printed, the supply of second hand and NOS Rover Mini owner’s 
handbooks on the market is not exactly plentiful. This could be 
because, historically, they are still relatively recent and therefore 
seen as not particularly collectable. While the latter perception 
is now beginning to change, there still exists an apparent lack of 
awareness that these publications evolved hand-in-hand with the 
cars themselves. Rover’s persistent replication of cover artwork 
hasn’t helped, and this, coupled with general indifference on the 
part of sellers to acknowledge individual publication part numbers 
and print dates, makes the idiom ‘Never judge a book by its cover’ 
perfect advice for would-be handbook buyers.

Of course, the owner’s handbook is only part of the document 
wallet that would have accompanied each new car leaving the dealer 
showroom. Other enclosures would have included the service 
book, the in-car entertainment (radio/cassette player) manual, radio 
security code card, a dealer directory, and spare keys. I will discuss 
these other manuals in a future report. In the meantime, I would 
welcome our members’ feedback on owner’s handbooks, particularly 
concerning those where I have details missing.

Until next month...

A Merry Christmas to you all.

John Parnell 

RCL 0179ENG as it appeared from the 5th Edition (?) onwards

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

I recently discovered that the NEC 
in Birmingham celebrated its 40th 
birthday in February and has room 
in its car parks for 29,000 cars. No 
wonder it’s important to remember 
where you parked your car when 
you go there! Anyway, by the time 
you read this report this year’s NEC 
Classic Motor Show will be over 
for another year. If you went then 
you will have seen, I hope, on our 
MCR club stand, amongst other Mini 
Coopers on display, Neville Smyth’s 
fully restored 1967 Austin Cooper 
1275 S Radford De Ville with a rare 
Countryman conversion or a hatch 
back in modern terms.

Steve Burkinshaw

The height of luxury installed seats in Neville’s car

Nevill’s Radford’s beautiful front seats
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For those who noticed the car at this year’s Beaulieu, it goes 
without saying that the restoration work on it was superb, 
although at the time, the front seats were still to be completed 
and fitted. This work has now been finished in my workshop by 
upholsterer, Steve Cashin, who, with the exception of the sunroof, 
completed all the trim work. Nippy Cars in Highbridge, Somerset, 
run by Fred and Tony Waters, restored the body shell and all the 
components to a very high standard with the final and difficult task 
of replicating the front reclining seat frames,which were missing 
when Neville bought the car three years earlier. At this point I 
should note that back in the 60s and 70s, Radfords finish was not 
to this car’s standard, in most conversions they even avoided 
painting the boot interior, engine bay and floor pans which were 
left in the manufacturers colours.

So, well done to all concerned in bringing this car back to life 
and I’ll leave the full background and car’s history to Neville for a 
future article.

Cilla Black’s Wood & Pickett Mini discovered 

It was very sad and unexpected news earlier this summer to learn 
of the death of Cilla Black, who died on 1st August at the age of 
72. Being a pop star of the 60s the decade when she came to fame 
it was no surprise when her husband and then manager, Bobby 
Willis, bought her a Wood and Pickett Mini 1000.That was in May 
1977 and it was registered VGN 2R. I’m sure it’s no coincidence 
that in the mid 60s Cilla would have been driven about by the 
Beatles in their Radfords, although Ringo owned a Hooper, that 
possibly she had fond memories of these special cars and wanted 
one herself some ten years later. The specification for her car 
included; black paint work throughout, dark tinted windows, all 

Bootlid off Cilla’s old car which needs complete restoration

black leather interior including Recaro front seats, black faux-
fur carpets, Margrave walnut dashboard with chrome-rimmed 
instruments, leather Motolita and WP wheel arch extensions to 
cover the 5” magnesium Minilites. High security locks were added 
to the boot and doors and lastly, popular at the time, front and 
rear nudge bars. 

The story goes that the car’s third owner, MCR member, Trevor 
Ripley, discovered that the second owner of the car in 1984 was Mrs. 
Sarah Hill whose husband worked for Jack Barclay, the Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley dealers. She used the car for over twenty years until 
Trevor took ownership. It then passed to another MCR member, 
Dave Boswell, who after a few years sold the car to Radford De Ville 
owner and restorer, Brian Harding. Brian subsequently stripped the 
car to the bare bones which revealed the usual corrosion in the sills, 
front floor pans, A-panels, wings and rear heelboard. A long job now 

Cilla’s car stripped down and awaiting restoration

Cilla’s Mini 10 years ago
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Nice W & P dash in Cilla’s car
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the engine bay over the years, but these are fairly straight forward 
to replace, as long as the parts can be found. The seats need re-
trimming with the correct grey cloth centres and the carpets need 
replacing with the correct grey type. Then the ‘boy racer’ alloy 
pedal covers fitted to the car will be changed for original items. 
It has the correct silver fresh air vents and floor mounted ‘organ 
type’ accelerator pedal as well as the small diameter steering 
wheel made by ‘Hellebore’. The door cards will be replaced 

awaits the next custodian with the benefit of the already restored 
original interior and 42,000 genuine miles on the engine.

And just to finish, I’ve always been a fan of factual trivia, so I was 
surprised to hear recently on the radio that the American band of the 
60s, The Box Tops, were originally called The De Villes. I wonder if 
any of them owned a Radford.

Steve Burkinshaw

The car looking good from a slight distance

Brian Berry’s Innocenti Cooper Mk3

Nice and clean interior in Brian’s car

Peter Harwood’s early Innocenti Cooper 1300 Export
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Innocenti Register

This month I’d like to welcome Brian 
Berry to the Innocenti Cooper Register. 
As mentioned briefly in last month’s 
CooperWorld, Brian has recentley 
imported a rather nice 1971 white and 
black Mk3 Innocenti Mini Cooper from 
Poland. Brian says that the car is 95% 
restored and just needs a few bits and 
pieces to finish it off. 
 
The car looks to be a lovely example 
and I can only spot a handful of cosmetic 
things that the car may need to bring it 
up to 100% factory spec. There is no 
Italian paperwork with the car but, like 
most cars I know of that are imported 

from Italy, the paperwork is sometimes ‘reclaimed’ by the Italian 
department of transport when the car leaves Italy.

The most obvious external cosmetic change Brian’s car needs is 
a set of the more familiar 4.5 x 10 inch Innocenti ‘RoStyle’ type 
wheels fitting, as it is currently wearing a set of 3.5 x 10 non 
Cooper steel wheels.The engine has been painted black instead 
of green by the previous owner, but this, along with a few other 
details in the engine bay are fairly easy to sort out to make this a 
very nice example indeed. Hopefully, I can get hold of a few more 
photos of Brian’s car to show in next month’s magazine.
By complete coincidence, MCR member, Peter Harwood, also 
recently imported a very early 1973 red and black Leyland 
Innocenti Cooper 1300 Export from Poland. Peter phoned me to 
verify a few details, after discovering the car for sale. The chassis 
number makes this a very early Cooper 1300 Export which has 
certain unique features. Like most Minis, a few bits and pieces 
have been added or changed over the years by previous owners, 
but most of these modifications are fairly straight forward to sort 
out. The most obvious changes include the wheel arches which 
Peter says will be removed and the holes plug welded up, so that 
standard 4.5 x 10 inch Firsat wheels can be fitted to give the car 
a factory standard look. Again, various things have been added in 

Foster Charlton
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Mike had known the car for over 25 years but until buying it and 
then obtaining a Heritage sheet, he had no idea it was a Super. 
Interestingly, the car was first exported to Bermuda, then later in 
its life it went to the USA. Only 43 Austin Supers were exported to 
Bermuda, this car was the tenth one to arrive and likely is the sole 
survivor since, apparently, in Bermuda if you wanted a new car then 
you either had to cut the old car up or export it!

Very little of the original Super specification remains 
unfortunately. It now has a 1275 ‘S’ engine, disc brakes and a 

due to holes being cut out for door speakers. Inside the engine 
bay it all looks fairly good, with only a handful of stuff to source 
including, the correct shaped air box for the twin carbs, the ‘Ipra’ 
made radiator and caps for both the radiator and expansion tank. 
Plug leads need to be the dark green ‘Ripault’ type with white 
embossed black Champion end caps. The windscreen washer 
bottle needs a cap and the various hose clips will be changed for 
the correct Innocenti ‘roll up’ type.

Before I sign off, I’d like to wish all members a Happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year. 

Foster Charlton

Mini Super Register

Those who went to this year’s Beaulieu 
might remember the blue ‘Mini Sprint’ 
Super. Apart from being very unusual, it’s 
proposed restoration seemed daunting 
and a challenge for even the bravest 
restorer. Fortunately, for the Super, its 
owner is wholly dedicated to rebuilding 
it and has made amazingly good progress 
already. I suspect the car will be ready 
for the ‘full story’ in the not too distant 
future - it promises to be a fascinating 
story too! 

Two more Austin Supers to add to the 
register this month, and sadly one no 

longer survives, but the other does and lives in the USA .

The first car was once owned by member Robin Carpenter, who 
recently e-mailed me with details of a long-gone Smoke grey and Old 
English white Austin Super registered 5886 MD. Robin bought the 
car second-hand in 1963 from Car Mart, Old Park Lane, West End of 
London. It is the third ‘MD’ I have on record, the other two being Morris. 
Robin kept and enjoyed his Super for two years before going back to Car 
Mart and replacing it with a new Cooper in 1965, which he still owns. 
Interestingly, it may well be that the Super had regal connections before 
Robin bought it as it had been registered to a John Bowes-Lyons. 

The second car is owned by Mike Bernard in Maryland, USA. I first 
met Mike in 1999, through a mutual friend who brought him to view 
my Super.

Mike purchased his Super very recently. Although I had no details on 
the car, I was aware of its existence through another friend who had 
seen it in the States, then with its previous owner.

Garry Dickens

Arriving at its new home

Mike’s Super as found

Original well-preserved grille

Period Rokee dash
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Perhaps it’s time in a dry environment has been a factor in the 
preservation of the shell, which Roger reports is very original, having 
had a limited number of panels replaced, including, door skins, A 
panels and sills.

During early production runs of the cars a lot of detailed changes take 
place in the first year or so until production stabilises. Roger’s car 
bears witness to this in that it has a number of production features 
that do not appear on later cars.

right-hand Serk tank. Also fitted is a Peco exhaust and Rokee 
dash. It is currently mono-tone red but was originally Tartan red 
with black roof. Fortunately, the bodywork seems original apart 
from the Wood & Pickett arches and it is in very sound condition. 
The front seats have been up-graded and the rear one re-
covered. The door cards and roof lining seem original and in very 
good condition. 

Mike intends to restore the Super back to ‘stock’ standard 
specification. It must be purely a labour of love, as he intends to sell 
the car when he has finally completed the renovation.

The Super is so rare that one of the problems I have is coming 
up with material every month to write about. My regular plea for 
information regarding surviving cars and of those which have not 
been so lucky seems to work. I am very grateful to all those who 
have so far provided their stories. So, my usual request: if you own, 
have owned, or know of a Super, have any stories involving one, then 
please let me know, even if the car no longer exists.

Garry Dickens

Superb original door cards Roger Agates GT

S pack engine bay

Twin Tanks and S badging

1275GT Register

With the main show season behind 
us, I thought it would be good 
to feature some register and 
prospective register cars whose 
owners have been kind enough to 
share some details with me.

First up is Roger Agate’s 1969 GT 
registered,VOB 329H, which has a 
fascinating history and some well-
preserved original features. Roger has 
had the car for around 9 years and it 
still had its original paint preserved at 
the time of purchase. With a re-paint 
and some minor work, Roger had 
some fun in club rally events, until 

deciding, wisely, that an early 10” wheel GT was well worthy of 
careful preservation.

The first feature of note is the S pack kit that, to the best of 
Roger’s knowledge, was fitted from new, which included twin 1 
1/2 SUs. A possible reason for this fitment is that the original first 
owner had a connection with the Longbridge factory which adds 
some more colour to the history of the car. Apparently, during the 
6 years that they owned the GT, it was shipped out to the Middle 
East and was used in one of the Arab states.

Alan Clark
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Paul Sulma our editor pointed out an advert for a 1973 GT being 
offered for sale by Hartford Classics, thinking it could be of interest 
for a CooperWorld article.

The Hartford Classics web site featured a full write up and photos, 
and listed the car as sold; when I called up the proprietor he informed 
me that the new owner had shipped the car back to his home in 
Australia, having paid the full asking price of £19,950!

I had not come across ODP 19 previously, but it sounded like a real 
time warp car, with a genuine 20,000 clocked and certified history of 
being ‘breathed on’ by Downton Engineering from new, who converted 
it to an auto and fitted a tweaked 1300 lump. A file stuffed with original 
period documents and proven provenance accompanied the car which 
had been dry stored for 24 years prior to it surfacing in 2013.

Hartford Classics are only a few miles from me, which added to the 
frustration of missing the chance to see such a rare find in the flesh.

Who knows, perhaps it may surface again someday.

Thanks again to register members who have sent me information on 
their GTs, watch out for future features on your cars.

Alan Clark

Here is a summary of Roger’s discoveries so far:

Right hand mounted bonnet stay

Painted on GT stripes

Cloth flock inner and outer weather strip seals on the door caps.

Leather cloth trim on the rear bins and A posts.

Bumper under-riders with captive nuts and bolts rather than self-
tapping screw fixings.

Inner wings do not have the large holes and blanking rubber 
grommets.

A plastic Mk2 type heater is fitted.

Indications are that VOB 329H was around 700th off the production 
line, so if there are earlier survivors I would love to hear from the 
owners.

At the time of writing, Roger should be underway with a full, bare 
metal rebuild. My hope is that the final result keeps as much of the 
car’s character and history as possible, balanced with the need to 
present it in its original appearance and spec.

Good luck Roger, I await the results with great anticipation.

On a more disappointing note, word has reached me of another very 
special car that has sadly left our shores.

Downton and Auto badging

ODP 19 untouched interior

Sadly now left our shores

Modern MINI Cooper Register

Note the new register name. I hated 
calling the current MINI the new 
MINI, we do not call the MK2, MK3 or 
Rover Coopers new so why should the 
current 1st 2nd and 3rd generations 
models of the BMW MINI be called 
new some are 13 years old now! I hope 
you agree with this change.

Talk on the forum about the Building 
Cars Live on BBC2 clearly got a few 
members agitated enough to write 
in. Why was it live? No idea. James 
May looked and sounded stupid, Kate 
Humble seemed to be chatting up 
all the male fitters and Ant Anstead 

seemed to be the saving grace of the show. 

If the show was not live they could have edited out all the James May 
fumbling and ensured they actually followed ‘their’ Mini through. But 
I am sure the MINI brand did itself a power of good. The production 

David Young
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line had been totally refitted for the new F56 model and it showed. 
The QA and testing they undertake on each and every car shows 
why the brand has come on leaps and bounds since 2002. The paint 
shop was good to see as that is off limits when a factory tour is taken. 
A big shot in the arm for Great Britain PLC with the high amount 
of exports achieved and the contribution to UK Economy. As big as 
Wales though, I think not! Whilst on that point, the plant at Oxford 
is open to all to visit with guided walks every day. (Wales is too but it 
usually rains).

http://www.mini-production-triangle.com/facts-figures/plant-tour.aspx

Around 15,000 people visit Plant Oxford every year to see how 
MINIs are made. Tours are available from Monday to Friday and last 
about 2.5 hours.

BMW UK engine plant ramps up production of next generation engines.

A large investment programme to develop the BMW Hams Hall 
engine plant near Birmingham is complete. The production of 
new three and four-cylinder engines is already being ramped up 
on brand-new production lines, and over one million components 
will be machined at the plant for the first time this year as supply 
extends to other plants in the Group.
 
Development of the site is another piece of the jigsaw in BMW 
Group’s global strategy for engine production. The Hams Hall facility 
is now operating alongside other plants in Germany and Austria, all 
producing the same new family of next generation engines.
 

Overall, the new Efficient Dynamics high-tech engine family 
includes petrol and diesel engines, all employing TwinPower Turbo 
technology and ranging from 1.5 to 3.0 litres. With different 
power ratings, the engines can be adapted to a variety of vehicle 

concepts. Commonality across the engines makes it possible to 
be extremely flexible in achieving significant efficiencies at high 
production volumes, as well as being able to produce additional 
special versions of the engines at relatively small volumes across 
the network of engine plants.

MINI ALL4 Racing driver Nasser Al-Attiyah (QAT) is officially 
crowned winner of the 2015 FIA Cross Country Rally World Cup – a 
victory shared with his regular co-driver Mathieu Baumel (FRA). With 
this momentous achievement, MINI is also confirmed as winner of 
the ‘Manufacturer’ title within the World Cup. MINI with its MINI 
ALL4 Racing has now achieved an enviable four consecutive (2011-
2015) title wins in this prestigious championship.

Official confirmation of these two major World Cup wins comes 
directly after the tenth and final round of the 2015 FIA Cross 
Country Rally World Cup – the Baja Portalegre 500 (22nd-24th 
October) held in Portugal. Once again this popular race on the 
World Cup calendar featured a MINI ALL4 Racing (#516) in the 
race line up. Chilean Boris Garafulic and Portuguese navigator Filipe 
Palmeiro finished 5th and assisted greatly with race preparations 
ahead of the 2016 Dakar Rally.

MINI ALL4 Racing driver Nasser Al-Attiyah took the 2015 FIA Cross 
Country Rally World Cup title in emphatic style by amassing an 
unbeatable 201 points lead by round nine (Rallye du Maroc, 3-9th 
October) of the 10 round series. Needless to say Al-Attiyah was 
extremely happy with the official result…

 “This season has been a good season for MINI and me. The best 
race for me was Qatar because this was a home win. There have 
been some tough moments but we quickly forget what happened 
and come back more strongly for all the other events. To win the 
World Cup and the Dakar Rally is fantastic and says we – Mathieu 
and me – sure are the best crew in cross-country with the best 
car. The MINI ALL4 Racing has a lot of experience with the X-raid 
team behind it; the best team in World Cup cross-country. My aim 
now is to win the Dakar again.”
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The new MINI Convertible.

• New MINI Convertible more dynamic, stylish, practical and refined 
than ever before

• Three-car line-up at launch: MINI Cooper Convertible, MINI 
Cooper D Convertible, MINI Cooper S Convertible

• On sale March 2016, priced from £18,475 OTR

• New fully electric roof that’s quieter and more refined. Retracts 
fully in 18 seconds

• Boot volume increased by 25 per cent against the outgoing model 
and greater space for rear seat passengers

• Exceptionally high levels of standard equipment: MINI Visual Boost 
Radio, MINI Connected, Bluetooth, Rear Parking Distance Control 
and Rear Reversing Camera

• Industry-first personalisation options include new MINI Yours Union 
Jack woven fabric roof

 
The reinvention of the MINI brand continues apace with the launch 
of the all-new MINI Convertible. With major refinements against its 
predecessor, the car features a striking new design and significant 
enhancements to make open-topped MINI motoring even more 
dynamic, stylish and practical.

Officially on sale in the UK from March 2016, it follows hugely 
successful model launches in 2004 and 2009. After 12 years of sales 
success, it remains the only premium soft-top four-seater convertible 
in the small car segment, and the UK continues to be the largest 
market worldwide for the new MINI Convertible.

Brand new features include a fully electric roof that is quieter and 
smoother than the previous model, a fully integrated rollover 
protection system and more rear space than ever before.

A striking new exterior and interior design ensures the new MINI 
Convertible is unmistakably MINI, whilst showcasing a blend of 
sporting flair and elegant dynamism.

The all-new MINI Cooper Convertible and Cooper D Convertible 
are 3,821 mm long, with the MINI Cooper S Convertible 3,850 mm 
long. All models are 1,727 mm wide, 1,415 mm high and have a 
wheelbase of 2,495 mm.

Those dimensions have increased compared with the outgoing model, 
with 98 mm extra length, 44 mm extra width and 1 mm extra height. 
The wheelbase is 28 mm longer and track width has also grown a 
further 42 mm at the front and 34 mm at the rear.

The increase in dimensions has enhanced comfort levels and freedom 
of movement in all four seats. The two front seats have a wider range 
of adjustment, while rear passengers benefit from easier access, more 

headroom, a longer seat surface and improved lateral support. The 
design of the new rear more clearly defines the two individual seats.

Day-to-day practicality has also improved. Smart design and 
interior packaging means luggage volume has expanded by around 
25 per cent to 215 litres with the roof closed and 160 litres with it 
folded down.

A high level of standard equipment across the range includes 
MINI Visual Boost Radio with a 6.5-inch screen, MINI Connected, 
Bluetooth connectivity with USB audio, Rear Parking Distance 
Control and a Reversing Camera.

Model HP Trans CO2 OTR

MINI Cooper Convertible 136
Man 114 £18,475

Aut 119 £19,745

MINI Cooper D Convertible 116
Man 100 £20,225

Aut 104 £21,495

MINI Cooper S Convertible 192
Man 139 £22,430

Aut 131 £24,055
 
 
Personalisation is once again at the heart of the new MINI 
Convertible. Options include an industry-first Union Jack design 
woven into the MINI Yours fabric roof. There are two new exterior 
colours – Caribbean Aqua and Melting Silver – with a new Chester 
leather in Malt Brown available for the interior.

A three-car range will be available from launch – the MINI Cooper 
Convertible, MINI Cooper D Convertible and MINI Cooper S 
Convertible – with two petrol engines and one diesel. On-the-road 
pricing starts at just £18,475. 

MINI Cooper   Convertible: 
Capacity: 1,499 cc
Output: 100 kW/136 hp at 4 400 rpm
Max. torque: 220 Nm at 1 250 rpm
Acceleration (0–62 mph): 8.8 seconds (automatic: 8.7 seconds)
Top speed: 129 mph (128 mph)
Average fuel consumption: 55.4 mpg (53.3 mpg)
CO2 emissions: 114 g/km (119 g/km)

MINI Cooper D   Convertible: 
Capacity: 1,496 cc
Output: 85 kW/116 hp at 4 000 rpm, 
Max. torque: 270 Nm at 1 750 – 2 250 rpm
Acceleration (0–62 mph): 9.9 seconds (automatic: 9.9 seconds)
Top speed: 121 mph (121 mph)
Average fuel consumption: 70.6 mpg (68.9 mpg)
CO2 emissions: 100 g/km (104 g/km)

MINI Cooper   S   Convertible:
Capacity: 1,998 cc
Output: 141 kW/192 hp at 5 000 – 6 000 rpm
Max. torque: 280 Nm at 1 250 – 4 000 rpm
Acceleration (0–62 mph): 7.2 seconds (automatic: 7.1 seconds)
Top speed: 143 mph (142 mph)
Average fuel consumption: 46.3 mpg (48.7 mpg) 
CO2 emissions: 139 g/km (131 g/km)

All pictures copyright of MINI UK

David Young
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Derbyshire &           
  Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Monday of 
the Month

Bluebell Inn (A 515) DE6 1NH Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com
Frank Willis 07743 577344
frankmwillis@gmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

  Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

The Plough at Langley, Sutton Rd, Maidstone, ME17 3LX Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke
01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr
01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, 
near Chester-le-Street, just off Junction 63 on the A1M. 
DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049
0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 29th November  
At 11:00 am

Norton House Hotel, near Edinburgh Airport Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

  Suffolk Region 1st Sunday  At 7.30 Please call for details
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 
01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

The New Queen Pub  Ringwood Road, Avon, Christchurch, 
Dorset BH23 7BG

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

DATE

NEW 

DATE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Kent Region

Hi from Kent! 

We are holding our Christmas meal on the second Wednesday in December (9th December) so no regular meeting. 

In January we can sit down and choose the local events we would like to support in 2016. If this year is anything to go by we are in for a treat. 

Once again, the Region’s Ham Sandwich Run made the press, this time with the Modern MINI. As many of you know we have a good 50/50 split of 
members with modern and classic Minis attending some events, many having both also. 

Don’t forget the Champagne Run will now be on the 2nd-3rd July 2016, with all previous bookings remaining valid. We hope everyone can make it. 
Please make contact with us ASAP and confirm. We may be able to re-sell any space on the run where the date does not suit although we hope all 
the original teams can still take part.

Monthly Meetings 2016
The Plough at Langley, Sutton Rd, Maidstone, ME17 3LX
13th January and 10th February 2016. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!
Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   
   

Mid Staffs Region

I’ve been busy with Regional events recently, 
with the Autumn Tour on 10th October, 
a quiz night on 2nd November and the 
Christmas Dinner to organise. However, 
it is made easy by the people who attend 
the meetings as they support the events 
readily, and the Autumn Tour attracted a full 
entry of 30 cars. Then we had thirty people 
taking part in the quiz despite it being a very 
foggy night, and the Christmas Dinner also 
managed to sell out.

You will be able to read about the Autumn 
Tour elsewhere in this issue of CooperWorld 
so there is little to add here, except for a picture taken by Pete Chadwick of the Minis at the finish. You can see 
the fabulous autumn colours in the background, which were an added bonus to the route this year especially 
through the woodlands to the south of Ludlow. 

The quiz night was the Regions November meeting, and 9 teams took on questions ranging ‘famous firsts’ through to general knowledge and to 
‘British history’. Most teams found the picture round difficult where they had to identify the seven counties that have a border with Staffordshire 
from the counties coat of arms or flag. In case you are wondering, they were Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Warwickshire, West Midlands, 
Worcestershire, Shropshire and Cheshire. Some have a very short border of only a ¼ or ½ mile and tend to get forgotten! 

As with many quizzes the quiz master and those taking part learn some totally useless facts like when the London Underground opened on 
January 10th 1863, or W H Smith opened their first book shop on Euston Station in 1848, or a Mazzard is a type of cherry. In the end, there 
was a tie between two teams who amassed 31 points and they were faced with a tie break question relating to how old I was – “How many 
days have I been alive for today?” The answer was 25, 230 days according to a web site that can calculate this from your date of birth. The 
winning team, ‘Anything is better than nil!’ got to within a couple of hundred days, with the runners up ‘ Strange Austins’ comprising MCR 
members Nick Hunter, Pete Chadwick and Don Mitchell ably supported by Healey 100/4 racer Martyn Corfield. Despite Nick remembering 
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The end of the Autumn Tour 2015

Graham Robson commentator
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my birthday by reading the October issue of CooperWorld, their 
calculation led them to being 2 years short of the number. Flattering for 
me, but wrong!

The Christmas Dinner is to be held on December 7th, and will replace 
a normal meeting, also sold out by November 2nd. These dinners have 
grown each year, a result, I think, of good food at a reasonable price 
and a well known guest to give an after dinner talk. This year the guest 
is Graham Robson, the well-known motoring author, historian and 
commentator. Most people will have his books in their libraries, and, 
of course, he is the commentator at the MCR day at Beaulieu. Graham 
was also a co-driver for the Sunbeam Works rally team, before 
becoming the Competition Manager for Triumph, and then moving to 
Coventry based AUTOCAR magazine where he covered European 
rallies and races. This will be the basis of his talk at the dinner on the 
7th December.

Turning now to future events beyond the Christmas Dinner and into the 
New Year we have the following:
 
Monday January 4th. This will be a traditional natter meeting as everyone 
tries to put the indulgencies of the festive season behind them! Come along 
and reveal the presents you got but didn’t want or the presents you wanted 
but didn’t get.

Monday February 1st. I am hoping to repeat the very successful 
Scalextric race night. I have one problem – the lap counter/timer used 
last year has broken, so I need to borrow one! So, any offers of one to 
me please.

In the pipeline is a talk by Michelin Tyres. This might be a possible to get 
people together for the March meeting.

Sunday April 24th – Drive it Day. The region will be putting on a short 
tour to somewhere interesting! Watch this space.

Remember, Mid Staffs Region meets on every first Monday of the month at the George and 
Dragon, Stone ST15 0PX. Mini attendance has increased significantly recently, so let’s continue 
that theme for 2016.

That’s all for this month, except to wish everyone a very happy Christmas and Prosperous 
New Year.

Pete Cresswell
01785 760211
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com    

Newcastle and Durham Region

Thank you to all the members that supported the region’s rally in October, either by entering, marshalling, or being part of the organising team. Keith 
Proudfoot and James Heron, together with Richard Derrick and Robert Duley, took part in the rally; the latter crew narrowly missing out on a class 
win after a tenacious drive. Meanwhile, Dave and Joanne Dickinson, Alan and Debra Vickers, Brian Pears and Colin Brown helped to run the various 
special tests on the event, as well as successfully man time and passage controls on the evening leg. Big thanks also to Stuart Watson for performing his 
competitor liaison duties and, of course, for capturing it all so well on his camera. 

Without your support, help and enthusiasm the event could not run so thanks again.

Cheers,

Niall Cook    

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Ian and Carole Potter en-route to Morning Coffee

Ponies on the Long Mynd

The Long Mynd

Keith Proudfoot and James Heron enjoying Test 3
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EVENTS

Suffolk Region

Just a short report this month, due to the fact that 
there were only four cars for our October Sunday 
run, Peter and Terri Drane, John Hawkins, Jack Gray 
and Olga and I. We joined the E.A.P.C. run from 
The Coach & Horses Melton nr Woodbridge, after 
coffee, we enjoyed a pleasant run on B roads through 
Tangham Forest and past Snape Maltings to the Sea 
Front at Aldeburgh. The Coopers looked good lined 
up alongside Jaguars and Astons etc. It was even sunny 
and warm enough to enjoy a snack outside a High 
Street Café.

A reminder that our Christmas dinner is being held 
on Tuesday 15th December at the Greyhound Inn 
Pettistree 7.30pm. Please let me know if you wish to 
attend.
 
Ian MacPherson   

Warwickshire Region

October has been yet another busy time for our region’s members with 
6 crews travelling north to support Niall Cooke and his team on the 
Northumberland Borders and Tynedale Rallies. Unfortunately, due to 
change of date I could not make it this year since, I was enjoying a leisurely 
cruise along 4 rivers in Germany and could not convince the BA pilot to 
divert to Newcastle! He didn’t understand the instruction – SO @LHR, Do 
not Stack go north east to Newcastle!

Last month I mentioned that Russ and Wendy Mason used their Escort on the 
Isle of Man Rally but I am pleased to report that this time they used their Mini 
and won an award. Next year they will be Experts!

Earlier in the month I attended the Autumn Classic meeting at Prescott to 
watch Matt and Andy Clarke finish the season in fine style albeit I still don’t 
understand the handicap system though. See the photos of them through 
the Esses plus a white car as I could not resist an Italian Job theme. Has 
anyone else seen the Italian Job Lego chase on YouTube? a lot of work and 
very clever.

At our club night in October there were 2 MINIS and 10 members present, 
including Patrick Walker who looked very good after his hip operation. We 
all agreed that we should have our Christmas meal on Wednesday 13th 
January at The Houndshill, Ettington (7 for 7:30pm). The regulars will be 
there and we would welcome any other local members and their partners. 
Dress code – no classic Minis in car park. The cost of the meal will be £25 
including tip but no drinks.

Looking forward to 2016, after wishing everyone a healthy New Year, I hope 
that during the New Year new faces will join us at our club nights on the 4th 
Wednesday each month.

The next 3 meeting dates are:

December – no meeting. January – Wednesday 13th and February – 
Wednesday 24th.

If you live within say half an hour of Ettington /Stratford-upon-Avon, please 
come along to one of our meetings at the Houndshill.

As an aside, several members will be attending the St Nikolas parade in 
Alcester on Sunday 6th December from 5pm. Come along and say hello.
 
Cliff Porter 

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Cooper lined up at Aldeburgh
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

1968 Almond Green Mk2 998 Mini Cooper in excellent condition 
showing 55,000 miles on the clock. It has just had a full engine 
and gearbox rebuild, new master cylinder, new carpets, new 
Cooper wheels and tyres, all seats and chrome are in very good 
condition, sub frames are solid and the underside has been 
waxoiled. It drives lovely and has 12 months MOT. This is a 
very standard car; the only obvious modifications are that an 
alternator has been fitted. It also has adjustable dampers fitted 
and an electric facet fuel pump. It has had new sills and A panels 
fitted at some point but still retains its original double skinned 
boot lid. £14,500 ono. Tel 07891 711283 



Mini Cooper Register | 63

MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine
for Mini owners worldwide.

WWW.MINIMAG.CO.UK

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 

w
w
w
.m

in
iw
or
ld
.c
o.
uk

ORIGINAL AND GREATEST MAGAZINE FOR THE MINI

www.miniworld.co.uk 
Subscription hotline: Tel: 01959 541444 

MiniWorld is proud to support
the Mini Cooper Register.
Find stunning feature cars
and informative historical

articles in every issue.



Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm. †Based on an average customer, saving 41% when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG 
B and 1972 MG Midget. Previous multi-classic car savings from 7.2.2014 until 11.5.2015 were 28%. Up to 41% savings available from 11.5.2015. 1Terms and conditions apply - cherished.carolenash.com/terms-and-conditions.aspx 2Terms and conditions apply - call for 
details Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 083 6302
cherished.carolenash.com
Classic  |  Camper Van  |  Specialist  |  Military  |  Performance

Insurance for 
people who
love Classic Minis

/insideclassics.com @insideclassics

 u Free Agreed Value1

 u Salvage Retention2

 u  UK & EU breakdown worth over £100  
- includes Homestart 

 u  Up to £100,000 Legal Expenses cover  
in the event of an accident that’s  
not your fault

 u  Club member discounts2

 u  You could also save 41% with a  
Multi-Classic Car policy†

YOUR CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 
POLICY INCLUDES:

Of

f cial Sponsor of:

SAVE 
UP TO 25% 

CLUB MEMBER DISCOUNT

“ Good cover at a good price 
and free agreed valuation of 
vehicle makes this as painless 
as car insurance can be.”GRAHAM, BATH, AUGUST 2015


