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Plastic Interior Mirrors

Door Mirrors - pre ‘80s

Door Mirrors - ‘80s on

Mk1/2 Washer Jets

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Lightweight Large 
Impeller Water Pump 
-  with Three Year Guarantee
GWP134EVO, GWP187EVO & GWP188EVO £18.90
5 port alloy head - Road C-AHT347 . . Coming Soon
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1947.89
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2340.00

We stock all standard and performance parts
1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.95
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . exchange £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps . . from £15.83 to CNC race type £101.26
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Comprehensive range of 
road/rally/race gearbox parts 
including 5 speed gearbox and 
Evolution diffs. Only RHP and 
top quality bearings stocked. 
No cheap imports that fall apart!
Original market leading Evo crosspin diff 
Over 3,000 sold since 1994 .C-AJJ3385  . .£163.39
Competition baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . . . . . .£23.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

Clutches & Flywheels

AP clutch road/race plus flywheel
Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £48.60
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . £32.18
Fast road/rally C-AHT595 180mm . . . . . . . . £63.28
AP Racing fast road/rally clutch plate 180mm £118.37
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £89.10
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £12.30
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355 . . . . . . . . . £18.28
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

WHITE

£30.30

Each

£4.20

As fitted from 1964 on
Grey 24A1750 £29.40
White24A2110 £30.30

Original pre ‘80s door mirrors. 
Flat glass, stainless steel head
Right hand - GAM215A £17.16 each 
Left hand - GAM216A £17.16 each
Also fits later cars using 
M90999 fitting kit £3.00

Original white backed type as 
fitted to post 1994 Minis. 
Pair £36.00 Order as GS25320
Black also available. Order as GS25319. Pair £30.62
All mirrors available separately

£17.16

GREY

£29.40

PAIR

£36.00

KYB/Kayaba Dampers
Std premium damper  . . . .each £14.78
Super gas damper 25%+ 
upgrade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each £24.01
KYB/Kayaba self-adj. gas shock £29.40
available only from us at a special price
for a set of 4 (Part MSSK3015)£108.00

Mini Spares Dampers
Mini Spares 28 point adjustables 
- front or rear

GAZ Dampers
Bump & rebound adjustable - front or rear

EACH

£46.20
EACH

£44.40

G-MAX Gas Dampers
Front or rear  . . . . . . . . . . .each £21.80
Bilstein B4 Dampers
Front 19-221694   . . . . . . . . . . .£21.59
Rear 19-221700  . . . . . . . . . . .£21.59

Evolution  Dampers
Top of the range 8 point adjustable 
743039  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each £53.59

Bilstein B36 Dampers
Performance non adjustable  
Front B36-0370  . . . . . . . . . . . .£69.30
Rear B36-0380  . . . . . . . . . . . .£69.30

Easier to set-up

EACH

£53.59

EACH

£69.30

EACH

£21.59

EACH

£14.78

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Forget all the poly and uprated bushes when different lower
arms or tie bars are fitted. What you need is an offset rubber bush
to compensate with the extra distortion caused when correcting
the geometry on Minis.
Car set of lower arm bushes. . . . £12.26   
Part No C-STR632

Mini Spares are the main
sponsors of Mighty Mini,  Mini
Miglia and Mini Seven Racing

Most of the participants in these race series use our
parts!  Parts which they can trust and they find
superior to those of our competitors - surely that says
it all?  If you’re building to win, shop at Mini Spares!  

Suspension 
Cone
The only 
genuine 
cone springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. 
Order as FAM3968. . . . . . . .£40.69

www.minispares.com

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.56
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

Body, Mechanical & TrimCATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2 catalogue. Completely re-written to include all models from 1959-2000.

Now 219 fully 
illustrated pages.
If you've got a Mini 

you need an AKM2 which has received rave reviews.

£7.50

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

Cooper S Distributor

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves. 
Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor arm
12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £70.20
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion kits!
All the best quality distributors and 
parts stocked for road and race

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £79.20
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Visit the official
MiniSpares.com 

website for
pictures,

downloads,
catalogues,

current prices &
special deals

Buy on-line at
www.minispares.com 

or visit one of our 3 official outlets

The World’s Largest Mini Parts Stockist

Check out our 
updated website

See website for
up to date prices

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Mini Spares - NORTH

Mini Spares - MIDLANDS

Sales Showroom & Mail Order

HEAD OFFICE (London - A1M/M25)
Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar, Herts. 
EN6 3JN (Close to A1M & M25)

Tel: 01707 607700 (UK)
Tel: (+44)1707 607702 (Export)
Fax: 01707 656 786
Email: sales@minispares.com

Visit our branches...

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

or

£23.04

NEW!

Opening

7th Sept.

From brand new forgings, 
nitrided EN40B crank with large counter balanced webs
and bored holes for the big ends which reduces the re-
ciprocating weight of the crankshaft and does not ne-
cessitate drilling through the counterbalance webs.
Forgings are known to be stronger than billets as the
grain pattern follows the shape of the webs and bearings
whereas the billet type is machined across the grain.

For 1275cc blocks and made in 81.3mm and 86mm
stroke. . . . . . . . . . .£1638.72

Forged Cranks

New!

£18.90

Supporting the Mini
owner since 1975

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

Cooperworld ad v57a.qxp_Layout 2  13/08/2015  11:11  Page 1



Mini Cooper Register | 3

Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

October magazine – 1st September
November magazine – 1st October
December magazine – 1st November

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H)                                                                                                                                              
chairman@minicooper.org  

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter                                                                                                                                           
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, 
Hants, SO31 8FJ                                                                
02380 560073 (H)

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman                                                                                                                                          
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun, 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN                                                                                                                   
01302 883550 (H)                                                                                                   
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage                                                                                                                                           
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley 
Wood, Birmingham, B37 7NE                                                                          
0121 680 1814 (H)                                                                                                                    
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register                                                                                          
Robert Young - See Chairman

Appendix K Register                                                                                                                              
Russell Earnshaw                                                                                                                                         
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, 
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899                                                                                                         
russell.earnshaw@adp-architects.com 

Cooper S MK I Register                                                                                                                           
Simon Wheatcroft                                                                                                                                     
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539                                                                                                               
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com 

Cooper MK I Register                                                                                                                             
Barbara Alexander                                                                                                                             
Hollam Farm Cottage,   
76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL                                                                                                                                              
01329 841225                                                                                               
barbaraalexander945@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK II Register                                                                                                                                         
Nick Hunter                                                                                                                                           
01785 813693                                                                                                     
nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net 

Cooper MK II Register                                                                                                                           
Graham E Robinson                                                                                                                                        
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering,  
Essex, SS3 0HW                                                                       
01702 219298                                                                                        
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK III Register                                                                                                                        
Simon Wheatcroft                                                                                                                                 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar

Rover Cooper Register                                                                                                                      
John Parnell                                                                                                                                          
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, 
London N21 1JE  020 8886 8226                                                                                                       
rovercooper@minicooper.org 

Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register                                                                                         
Steve Burkinshaw                                                                                                                                       
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD                                                                                               
01923 855971                                                                                                                     
stevebee49@live.co.uk 

Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register                                                                                                      
David Davies                                                                                                                                           
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF                                                                                            
01244 332282                                                                                                                 
daviddavies15@sky.com 

Innocenti Cooper Register                                                                                                                  
Foster Charlton                                                                                                                                         
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019                                                                                                           
gingerfoss@hotmail.com 

Mini Super Register                                                                                                                                   
Garry Dickens                                                                                                                                        
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
dickens.garry@gmail.com  

1275GT Register                                                                                                                                         
Alan Clark                                                                                                                                          
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE                                                                                
0118 9423778                                                                                                       
1275gt@minicooper.org  

New MINI Cooper Register                                                                                                               
David Young                                                                                                                                          
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, 
TN32 5QW  01580 830000                                                                                                       
newmini@minicooper.org                                                                                                                                     

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org forum.minicooper.org 

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Website and Forum 
Position Vacant 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma                                                                                                                                        
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB                                                                      
0208 898 9476 (H)                                                                                                    
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration  
Sarah Monk                                                                                                                                 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House,   
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284                                                                                          
mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk 

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H)                                                                                                                                              
membership@minicooper.org  

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard                                                                                                                                          
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD                                                                                                                
01304 330715 (H)                                                                                                   
events@minicooper.org                                                                                                                                      

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss                                                                                                                                             
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG
01730 818336 (H)                                                                                                   
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter                                                                                                                                           
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H)                                                                                                                                              
regalia@minicooper.org 

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb         
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH                                                                                                                                     
07834 081697                                                                                                                                           
regions@minicooper.org 

Public Relations 
Paul Sulma                                                                                                                                        
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB                                                                      
0208 898 9476 (H)                                                                                                    
editor@minicooper.org                                                                                                                                           

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt                                                                                                                                          
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ
01923 816757                                                                                                                       
cars@minicooper.org                                                                                                                         

Non Designated Committee Members 
Ken Hunter 01344 772446 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist                                                                                                                                           
Robert Young - See Chairman

Heritage Liaison                                                                                                                                    
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary 

DVLA V765 Contact 
(Vehicle Registration Recovery)  
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476   
email - v765@minicooper.org 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert.indd   1 12/03/2015   16:36



6 | www.minicooper.org6 | www.minicooper.org

INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
I am pleased to start by saying that 

we have another packed issue of 
CooperWorld for you again this month 
which was a pleasant surprise as this 
issue is usually one which brings in 
slightly fewer contributions since a lot 
of people are away on their holidays 
during July and August including me!

Of course, this time of the year is 
also a busy time for shows and events 
generally, and this is reflected in some of 
the articles I have received and included 

in this issue. Firstly, I must mention the article written by our regular 
contributor, David Young, who has reported on the Silverstone Classic 
race meeting and, as always, you can rely on seeing some of his great 
photos of our favourite cars battling it out on the track with a variety 
of other classic race cars! I should also direct you to read John Price’s 
article about the same event but from a different perspective. John 
was good enough to organise an MCR display stand at the event for 
the first time ever and he recounts his experiences in doing so, as well 
as giving a taste of what the weekend was all about if, like me, you 
have never attended this huge event and would like to know what 
you can expect if you do plan to go next year.

Then there is a really interesting article written by our Cooper S Mk1 
and Mk3 registrar, Simon Wheatcroft, not about what you would expect 
him to cover, i.e. either a Mk1 or Mk3 Cooper S as his subject matter, 
but a rare Authi Cooper. The subject car in question is also one that 
Simon acquired quite recently so, he has got to know the ins and outs of 
his car and its history in some depth as we expect Simon would do. 

If, as I do, you enjoy reading the various car register reports, well, we 
have a bumper crop of them for you this month with contributions 

from most of our registrars and all make interesting reading. If you 
don’t often read any other register reports bar the ones which 
cover the car/s you are most interested in, then may I urge you to 
read one or two of the other registrar’s reports as they can be just 
as interesting and informative.

Finally, you may have read in the classic car press or on forums 
that the DVLA have been sending out, randomly it seems, letters 
to some owners of classic cars seeking clarification or, more 
pointedly, questioning their car’s historic vehicle status and 
eligibility as to whether their car rightly should be bearing the 
registration number that it currently holds. Coincidentally, I, in my 
capacity as the Club’s V765 Registration Recovery scheme official, 
received a letter from the DVLA inviting me/the Club to an 
event at the DVLA in Swansea in late September. Unfortunately, 
this event is being held just as I am participating on our Minis to 
Ireland run. So, in my absence, Peter Moss has kindly stepped 
into the breach to go along as the MCR representative if we are 
fortunate to get one of the limited spaces to attend the event. 
Apparently, perhaps because of the press interest in this rather 
sensitive topic, the DVLA have decided to hold this event in order 
to clarify why they have taken this initiative and what it might 
mean to the classic vehicle movement.

Thus, if you have received a letter from the DVLA relating to this 
initiative and are concerned about its possible implications, then do 
get in touch with me. If you would like us to seek clarification at the 
event on any particular point, whether you have had a letter or not, 
then we will seek to ask questions related to your queries if we are 
allowed to and report back accordingly to our club members.

Paul Sulma 

We need someone to take over the 
very important post of

Webmaster 

The role also involves management of the club’s 
leased server, maintenance of the Forum and 

administration of the Facebook page.

Committee meetings take place 
five time a year.

Contact Robert Young initially 
for more information

COMMITTEE POST
WEBSITE

SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to renew your 
membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with your 
renewal notification, if you have not already signed up 

to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about renewing in the 

future as this will be done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS



life than us nearing retirement age. It would be a golden opportunity to 
stamp your mark on the club’s social media presence and drag the club 
into the 21st century. Graham Robinson did great work in re-launching 
the club’s forum but sadly despite this, the forum has not yet returned 
to the popular forum it once was. So, if you feel you would like to take 
on this role, do get in touch….Your club needs you!

Beaulieu, now that all the dust has settled and the accounts have been 
compiled by Ian Hitchman, our treasurer, I’m happy to report that 

the club made a good profit on the day, slightly up on last year’s figure. 
A massive vote of thanks must go to Tony Salter who, with his small 
dedicated team, has run this event so successfully for us over the last 
few years. It will be a hard act to follow. As mentioned in last month’s 
CooperWorld, Tony is stepping down from his role as Mr Beaulieu, so for 
this event to continue in our hands at least, it does need someone to head 
it up. Any offers to help run Beaulieu next year will be gratefully received.

Beaulieu as a show is inexorably linked with the MCR and our income 
from Beaulieu is a vital part of the club’s funds which allows us to 

run the club. It would be a tragedy if we had to step aside and let the 
event slip from our grasp – or worse still, let a third party run it and take 
the profit. As I’ve said in the past, your membership subs just pay for 
CooperWorld and its distribution each and every month. Our income 
from Beaulieu, the generous sponsorship we receive from Carole Nash 
and the advertising revenue in CooperWorld pay to run the club. We no 
longer generate much in the way of income from either Minis to Monte 
or Minis to Ireland (or whatever we do in alternate years) as it was felt 
unfair for such a small number of members to contribute a substantial 
sum to the club’s coffers. This is why these events are now such good 
value, as the entry fee, more or less, just represents to cost of the event. 

Here’s to a good September and hope to see some of you at one of 
the many events during the month. 

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Minis to Ireland, by the time you read 
this, is but a few weeks away and 

those who have entered will, I’m sure, 
really enjoy the event. Having just returned 
from completing the second recce with 
Hugh Wyllie, I can tell you that Hugh has 
devised a interesting and scenic route that 
concentrates mostly in the lovely south 
west of Ireland before venturing up to the 
North West for the last few days. All of the 
hotels are first rate, as is the food and the 
Guinness in particular, as usual in Ireland, is 
perfect. As always, a warm welcome was 

extended to us by everyone we met and, providing the weather is kind, 
the views along the route will be spectacular.

September is always a busy month for Mini activities as the season winds 
down. The Goodwood Revival, probably the best historic race meeting 

of the year, takes place at the superb Sussex race track, so beautifully kept 
by Lord March. The only down side to this event is its popularity with 
crowds aplenty, but it is so nice to see almost everyone partake in wearing 
period dress. For Mini fans, the St Mary’s trophy race will be the high point 
where, once again, Minis will lock horns with the mighty V8 saloons and 
hopefully, club member Nick Swift, will be there near the front upholding 
Mini honours. We also have Stanford Hall to look forward to and, indeed, 
the Manchester Classic Car Show. Both events will have an MCR presence 
in the shape of Jerry Filor at Stanford Hall and the Lancashire Region at 
the Manchester Classic Car show respectively. So, do pop along if you are 
attending and support those manning the club stands. 

We are still in need of a Webmaster to run the forum and website 
and, despite last month’s plea and advert; we’ve no takers as 

yet. This is disappointing because I’d have thought from the large 
membership we have, someone would be willing to help run this 
important function for the club. IT knowledge seems to abound with 
our younger members so I’d really hope to attract someone earlier in 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during July

NEW MEMBERS

Ron Walton, Lower Tysoe, Warwickshire

Hans Kaestle, Weinstadt-Beutelsbach, Germany

Jean-Charles Morel, Saint Barthelemy, France

Gary Cassidy, Middlesbough, North Yorkshire

Alan Davies, Cardigan, Ceredigion

Rachel & Paul Davies, Bristol

Christopher & Richard Drapier, Alvechurch, Worcestershire

James Chrisp, Chester-le-street, Durham

Peter Grist, Warminster, Wiltshire

Keith Cooper & Lynden Norton, Erith, Kent

David Foster, Watford, Hertfordshire

Alex Moir, Camberley, Surrey

Andrew Carter-brown & Sarah Louise Jackson, Rutland, Leicestershire

Richard Arme, Ashbourne, Derbyshire

Ian Matthews, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands

David Gillett, Hatfield BroadOak, Hertfordshire

David Shalam, London

Everett Jones, Christchurch, Dorset

Michael Bond, Nr Preston, Lancashire

Stuart Samson, Poole, Dorset

Roger Hutton, Ferndown, Dorset

Michael Baroth, Bridgend



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED
Unit 2 Broadfield Farm, Great Somerford, Chippenham, Wiltshire  Sn15 5El   Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316   Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk   Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SM050 Portrait A5 Advert.indd   1 24/09/2013   14:27



make contact with me. If we have enough interest we can group book 
ferry crossings. You will need to buy IMM tickets from http://www.
imm2016.be/ and we plan to have a club camping area. The club rocker 
box covers will be making a second outing too. 

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

Lots of action to report from members 
and regions who have been out 

and about. After our disaster in my 
region with the trip to Champagne, 
something good came of the weekend, 
a highly enjoyable impromptu road run, 
full report elsewhere in this issue of 
CooperWorld. 

Events attended by club members in July 
included; the Classic Nostalgia at Shelsley 
Walsh, Bearsted Classic Car Show for 
Kent Air Ambulance, the always popular 
Lavender Run and The Silverstone Classic. 
Thanks go to John Price for his efforts 

at Silverstone despite difficult weather not helping attendance but it 
was fantastic racing apparently. He has advised me that he will attend 
and represent the club next year with the date of next year’s meeting 
already announced as the weekend of the 22nd July 2016.

We have been busy organising the now annual Ham Sandwich Run touring 
assembly, a full report and pictures on that next month. It’s lovely to have 
so many members from Kent and other regions attending again.

There are lots of events appearing for 2016 already, keep an eye out for 
your favourites and book early. We intend to book spaces on the London to 
Brighton run for 2016 and will be taking advance interest next month.

We will also organise a trip back to British Heritage for another look 
around their premises next year. So, those interested please make 
contact with me.

As I mentioned in the last couple of months we will be organising a trip 
to Belgium next year for the IMM, anyone interested in going please 
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Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2015

September

Event: Bo’ness Hillclimb Revival   
Date: 5th-6th September 
Location: Bo’ness Circuit, Kinneil House. Historic hillclimb, 
static car show, concours.    
http://www.bonesshillclimb.org.uk/ 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: WSMOC Minis by the Sea   
Date: 6th September 
Location: Steyne Gardens, Worthing, BN11 3DZ 
Details: Proceeds to local hospice charities. Club Stands, 
Show n Shine, Trade Stalls, Huge Raffle and Charity Auction 
Contact: www.wsmoc.co.uk

Event: Beaulieu International Autojumble  
Date: 5th & 6th September 
Location: Beaulieu, Hampshire 
Details: One of the UK’s largest autojumble’s 
Contact: http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/beaulieu-events/
international-autojumble

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 11th-13th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: 13th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Minis to Ireland    
Date: 17th – 24th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: chairman@minicooper.org

Event: RAF Mini Club – Battle of Britain Run  
Date: 19th September 
Location: Various – Watford to Folkestone 
Contact: RAF Mini Club on Facebook.

Event: Rally Car Day    
Date: 19th September 
Location: Castle Combe, Wiltshire 
Contact: http://www.rallyday.com/

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: 19th-20th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or   
Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: 26th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk and   
www.faceboook.com/miniactionday

October

Event: Malvern Minis Show & Spares Day  
Date: 11th October 
Location: Three Counties Showground, Malvern 
Contact: http://www.classicshows.org/

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally   
Date: 17th October 
Location: Newcastle area 
Contact: Niall Cook – Newcastle & Durham Region  
naillcook@tiscalli.co.uk

Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: 18th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

November

Event: MCR Club Meeting – Scottish Region  
Date: 1st November, 12 PM 
Location: The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel, 
Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 13-15th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

2016

January

Event: Mini Winter Rally 2016   
Date: 22nd 23rd & 24th January 
Location: Switzerland 
Contact: http://mini-winter-rally.blogspot.ch/ or   
mini.winter.rally.2005@gmail.com 

Event: Bournemouth weekend   
Date: 29th – 31st January 2016 
Location: Hinton Firs Hotel 
Contact: TBA 

Event: British Mini Fair    
Date: 31st January 
Location: Bingley Hall, Stafford 
Contact: Wilts Region Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

February

Event: London Classic Car Show   
Date: 18-21st February 2016 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

 March

Event: Brooklands Mini Day   
Date: 27th March TBC 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com Ken 
Hunter, Thames Valley Region kenneth.hunter1@
btinternet.com

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show  
Date: 5th and 6th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April

Event: Pride of Longbridge   
Date: 16th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge,  
B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

May

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day  
Date: 30th April - 2nd May TBC 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park for MK1 Mini’s 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 30th April - 2nd May TBC 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: Donington Historic Festival   
Date: 30th April - 2nd May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: British Mini Day   
Date: 8th May TBC 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: London to Brighton Mini Run 2015  
Date: 22nd May 2016 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2016  
Date: 12-16th May 
Location: Lommel Belgium 
Contact: http://www.imm2016.be/

June

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: 12th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINIs. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 18th-19th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Festival of Speed    
Date: 24th-26th June TBC 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

July

Event: Champagne Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 2nd-3rd July 
Location: Champagne Region, France 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

Event: Lavender Run    
Date: 24th July TBC 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic   
Date: 22th, 23th and 24th July (Club presence likely to 
be one day TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

EVENTS



EVENTS

By Justin Ridyard

Not sure where to start to be honest, I can only say that the run up to the 4th and 5th of July 
was a bit of a blur for us. As I’m sure many of you are aware, we had organised a trip to 

Reims that was to take in the old race circuit, a Champagne House, an overnight stay and two 
tulip routes to and from the area.  Unfortunately, after a week of industrial action at the French 
ferry port and following a somewhat negative phone conversation with P&O Ferries, the only 
sensible option was sadly to postpone the event.

However, not to be beaten completely by the actions of a few disruptive individuals and a few 
thousand stranded lorries, we decided to run an old route we did from a previous Ham Sandwich 
Run. So, we knocked up some rally plates and made a call to a local pub landlord to light the 
BBQ. Broad Oak MINI kindly donated a couple of extra goodies and a prize for the winner. Thus 
the hopefully one off Dunkirk Spirit Run was born!

Many of the participating teams had booked hotels local to Dover and we had planned to meet 
up for fish n’ chips on the Friday evening. So we went ahead with this and it turned out to be a 
lovely social catch up in a slightly strange place, but with a beautiful view out over the Channel. 
The teams met up at 10.30 the next morning at a local MacDonald’s. Run packs were issued, rally 
plates we attached to cars and we all set off with most of the original teams making the run.

Run one took the teams out through some tiny lanes and villages and over the old toll bridge 
out of Sandwich to the Viking Ship at Pegwell Bay where Union Jack inspired cupcakes were 
handed out to enjoy with tea and coffee. Then the teams set off, once again, via the country 
lanes past Manston Airport to the Hornby Visitor Centre. It was lovely to meet and converse 
with the enthusiastic young ladies from the centre, and then exchanging social media details 
before updating respective Facebook pages with pictures of the cars. Most of the guys who 
hadn’t been before took advantage of the displays at the visitor centre that led to many 
memories of childhood flooding back. 

The final run took the teams back past Manston, Quex Park and through some amazing deserted 
lanes to an old village called Chillenden where the landlady greeted us outside her delightful 14th 
century pub with her apron on, cooking local sausages and burgers on the large BBQ pavilion 
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EVENTS

outside the pub. The landlord was also a car nut who particularly liked Buddy the Elf and BFX, 
Robert Young’s Works replica. He even recalled meeting Paddy Hopkirk during the mid-eighties 
at the pub where they have been providing food and drink for over 30 years. After a large shandy 
and burger it was time to announce the prize winners which were as follows:

Navigation award – Shaun & Marie Gamage. (Bulldog from Broad Oak Mini)

Furthest travelled – Tom & David Arthur, Leicester. (50th Grille Badge from Swiftune)

Spirit of the Event – Robert Young (Bombardier Beer)
  
My favourite moments of the day were when the new MINI owners commented on the sliding 
windows cars sitting at junctions with the doors propped open; Marie Gamage jumping for joy 
at winning a road run after 20 years of competing in Kent road runs and finally Buddy squealing 
while cornering left on the final run - I know it was due to the hot tarmac and narrow tyres but 
it still counts!

Thanks so much to the teams for having the Dunkirk Spirit and making it a great day! We are still 
planning to go to Champagne since the hotels, ferries and Champagne House have all confirmed 
that they will honour our bookings for a later date. So watch this space!

Justin Ridyard
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The Lavender Run 2015
By Cliff Porter

EVENTS

On Sunday 19th July the Redditch & District 
Car club ran their annual HRCR Scenic 

touring event through the lanes of Worcestershire, 
Warwickshire and Gloucestershire. It attracted 
several members of the MCR and covered 
approximately 130 miles.

MCR members Peter & Mary Machin had worked 
tirelessly since last year’s event to plan an excellent 
route which started at the Jinney Ring Centre at 
Hanbury, with a coffee break at the Hillier’s garden 
centre on the Ragley Hall estate, before the lunch 
break at Croome Park. The afternoon sections 
went through Tewkesbury, Winchcombe, Cotswold 
Lavender Farm in the Cotswold Hills and Broadway 
Tower before finishing at the Evesham Country 
Farm. After a little bit of rain in the morning, the 
weather was sunny and the hoods on the sports cars 
came down. 

This year Don and Julie could not make it as Don was 
recuperating from an operation. Everyone missed them 
and wished Don a speedy recovery. 

The first section passed through three fords in quick 
succession soon after the start and, according to 
Patrick Walker, included some very good roads that 
suited 977 ARX. The third ford had been used by 
the 100 Trial a few days earlier but an extra hazard 
on the day was a large family of Mallard ducks trying 
to enjoy their breakfast. I think they have submitted 
a complaint to the MSA that participants in the 
event disturbed their quiet enjoyment of their meal! 
Comments from many of the crews at the finish 
praised the choice of roads on the route and the 
venues for the rest halts, plus the excellent carvery 
and desserts at the finish. Every crew received 
Lavender plants as a souvenir of their participation in 
the event.

It was a truly international event as French member, 
Dominique Boisde, took the opportunity for a holiday 
in England to fettle his car and buy many Mini parts 
for delivery to his B&B run by Russ & Wendy Mason. 
It was good to see Dominique’s wife Christine reading 
a specially prepared route book in kilometres. Good 
seeing you both. 

It was also good to see that members from my old 
region, Herts & North London were supporting the 
event. Neal and Paul Goldspring plus their respective 
partners, Michaela and Jane were there with their 
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Honda-engined Clubman and Sprite Minis, but we won’t talk 
about the evening of the event at the Blue Boar – my lips are 
sealed. Good to see you again, I do miss the Herts & North 
London region meetings but hope to get there at least once a 
year, maybe the Christmas meal.

Looking at the entry list there were no fewer than nine Minis 
entered and I did spot the MCR sticker on several of the Minis. 
It was a fantastic day out and what a great way to use your Mini 
in the company of other classic car enthusiasts enjoying their 
cars. Although not a classic Mini, I must make reference to a 
BMW MINI with nothing but a picture of it passing through a 
ford. Nowadays the MINI made by BMW is MUCH BIGGER! 
What goes around comes around!

Cliff Porter
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Bournemouth Weekend 2015 Silverstone Classic 2015
By John Price

This year’s meeting, marking the 25th anniversary of the world’s 
largest classic event, was marred by very wet weather on the 

Friday and Sunday, although our targeted club day on the Saturday 
was excellent, albeit a bit windy.

We had seven MCR members signed up and of those four were 
booked in for 2 or 3 days and could not have avoided the awful 
weather. In the end three turned up shown in Gary Taylor’s photo, 
my 1967 MKII on the left, Garry’s 2012 Mini in the middle and 
Vanessa Spence’s 1969 MKII on the right.

Weather permitting, the event is excellent value for money at 
around 50% of the normal cost with infield parking and, apart 
from the racing, wandering uninhibited through the pits and 
garages was fantastic amongst the memorable and historic cars 
and there was so much else going on.

The photos show Pre 1966 GP cars in the National Pits and 
the iconic Maserati 250F and others in the International Pits. 
There is an excellent free bus service between the two pits 
and for any fan of competition cars it is an absolute feast for 
the eyes and ears.

Pete Baldwin, one of our honorary members, was competing in 
a 1965 Cooper S and he and his co-driver came 3rd in their class 
and I managed to have a brief chat with him just before his race as 
you can see in another photo. Pete had my MKII on his rolling road 
recently and the car is transformed, my comments on that will, 
hopefully, be in the MKII Register section.

The Silverstone Classic is thoroughly recommended for MCR 
members to attend next year when the number of Car Clubs 
present will probably be even greater than this year’s 120 clubs.

John Price

16 | www.minicooper.org



Mini Cooper Register | 17

FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.



No! It is not an Innocenti
By Simon Wheatcroft

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

looked very similar to the Innocenti Cooper 
of the time, although the discerning eye might 
notice the different bonnet badge, different 
style wheels, boot lid and lack of quarter lights 
amongst a host of other detail differences.

I bought this Authi Cooper a couple of 
years ago after it appeared on ebay listed 
as an ‘Innocenti Cooper barn find’. There 
was, as is almost inevitable these days when 
such a car is listed on ebay, a frenzy across 
numerous Mini forums as all and sundry 
weighed in with their expert opinions, most 
suggesting that there wasn’t much Innocenti 
Cooper being sold. Of course there wasn’t, 
despite the quality of pictures on the listing, 
it was quite clear to my little eye that the 
car incorrectly listed was in fact an Authi 
Cooper that was actually being auctioned.

I happened to be working not too far from 
where the car was located so I locked 
my doors from the inside and headed to 
somewhere in the Liverpool area to have a 
look. Although, if I’m honest, I went more out 
of tyre kicking interest than with any serious 
intention of buying the car.

Unlike many a so called ‘barn find’ these 
days, it really was stored in a barn where it 
had been sitting quietly since being driven 
there way back in 1998. I knew from the 
ebay advert that it had Mini Special/Mayfair 
wheels and a Rover Cooper bonnet badge 
but once you got past those horrors it was 
actually surprisingly untouched. With some 
56000 kilometres on the clock (probably 
156000km in reality) the sills, front panel, 
wings etc. were original and the all-
important dashboard was complete. The 
outer sills did need replacing as did the rear 
valence but fortunately they hadn’t been got 
at before and it was otherwise structurally 
sound. The car was originally from the 
Valencia area and an original number plate 
came with it which was a nice touch as 
was the original dealer sticker in the back 
window and steering wheel, albeit missing 
the Leyland ‘L’ logo centre badge.

The paperwork revealed that it was a very 
early chassis number and had only had the 
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On the 2014 Lavender Run (Picture courtesy of Cliff Porter)

Those of you who are regular readers of Practical Classics might have noticed an article 
recently about ‘The Brits Abroad’ - or cars made by UK manufacturers that you couldn’t 

buy in the UK. As well as my interest in all things Mk1 and Mk3 Mini Cooper S, I also have a bit 
of a soft spot for the Spanish built Authi Minis. 

For those who are not aware, BMC teamed up with a company called NMQ and produced 
Minis at a plant in Pamplona from 1968 to 1975 under the Authi brand. Initially, they were 
aimed at the top end of the market and introduced a couple of upmarket models but, even 
then BMC and later Leyland, had other ideas.

The Authi Cooper was the last Cooper to be introduced in period; it was launched in late 1973 and 
was the first Mini to have a vinyl roof as standard. Thanks to the grille and badging the Authi Cooper 

The ‘small’ front panel repair 
(Picture courtesy of Chris Whight) It really was in a barn
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All ready for another run up the track, this time next 
to the Ambassador (Courtesy of Practical Classics)

MEMBERS’ ARTICLESMEMBERS’ ARTICLES

one owner since being imported to the UK in 1990. It had been 
converted to right hand drive at that time but the owner had only 
driven it a couple of thousand kilometres during the eight years 
he used it. Although he knew it was an Authi and built in Spain he 
constantly referred to it as an Innocenti. It was the first car he had 
listed on ebay and he was seriously fed up of all the messages and 
abuse he was getting through ebay with people telling him the car 
was a fake/not a Cooper/they were going to report him to ebay/the 
Police/the Pope etc. etc.

Fortunately, he seemed impressed that I did know what the car was 
and so a deal was done and PWM was duly delivered to Southam Mini 
Centre who got on with removing the rot. A Mk3 Authi Mini shell is 
much more like a UK shell than an Innocenti, so much so, that Authi 
were still using Mk1 style four flute sills in late 1973. The carburettors 
were already off the engine so the cylinder head was removed, partly 
to see what was going on in there but also to have it flowed slightly and 
converted to unleaded fuel. Rostyle wheels replaced the alloys and one 
MOT later it was on the road for the first time in fifteen years.

One of the several line ups tried but not used for the 
article (Courtesy of Practical Classics)
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First trip was to the Whight Brothers near 
Wellingborough to have the sills, rear valence 
and associated areas painted. As is often the 
case, once pressed into use, a bit of fettling 
was required. A sticking back brake developed 
which was caused by a collapsed hose, the 
ancient Spanish seatbelt buckles gave up, the 
water pump was replaced and the exhaust fell 
off. Do you know how hot an exhaust is when 
it has suddenly and very recently detached itself 
from a running engine? ‘Very’ is the answer. 
One excellent result from the fettling was 
finding the original steering wheel centre badge 
lurking in a dark recess of the front parcel shelf.

PWM became eligible for free road tax from 
April last year but the DVLA in their own 
sweet way contrived to make that a bit of 
a drama. At first they refused saying it was 
registered as a 1990 vehicle and they had no 
proof it was any older; this was despite the 
fact it already had the 1973/74 M suffix age 
related registration number on it.  A letter 
from Foster, our Innocenti/Authi registrar 
solved that. They then sent a tax disc with a 
completely different registration number on 
it and when I queried that, they then tried to 
change the registration number on the car to 
match the incorrect disc! What fun!!

Foster kindly put my name forward to a guy 
called Andy Roberts who was planning ‘The 
Brits Abroad’ article for Practical Classics. A 
day in late March was arranged and I thought 
that, perhaps, a bit of a front end tidy was in 
order to get PWM looking a bit smarter for its 
day in front of the camera. So, the car went 
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On the raceway with the Holden LC Torana 
(Picture courtesy of Matt Howell)

Taking a well earned break on the way back from Beaulieu
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back to Whights for a front end repaint and what was thought to be a 
small repair on the front panel. Typically, the small repair turned out to 
be more than small but at least the front panel was saveable. Saving the 
front panel took more time than replacing it would have and somehow 
there was a little confusion over what date I needed the car back. Thus, 
it ended up with Chris and Tim burning the very early morning oil to 
get PWM ready for its moment in the spotlight. 

The owners of the six other classics to be featured in the article and 
myself duly convened at what is now called the Shakespeare County 
Raceway at Long Marston, thankfully, on a fairly sunny and mild day 
in late March for the photography to take place. With seven cars to 
photograph there was, inevitably, much waiting around which gave 
us the opportunity to chat with and drive the author around and 
to experience each other’s vehicles. If you haven’t seen the article, 
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the interior of the Hindustan Ambassador, which earns its keep as a 
wedding car, really had to be experienced to be believed. Imagine if you 
will a cosy chintzy brothel cum Indian restaurant complete with gently 
jangling chandelier as the car moves sedately along. I kid you not.

Anyway, it was a fun day and with Andy Roberts writing style I thought 
made for an interesting article…. even if my name did mysteriously 
change part way through.

PWM is in regular use and driving very nicely, having now clocked up 
some trouble free 6000km since it returned to the road in late 2013 
including a trip to this year’s Mini Cooper Day at Beaulieu.

Simon Wheatstone

Rare Authi steering wheel centre Leyland logo bonnet badge unique to Authi Mini range

The all important Veglia Bressel gauges 
- note the angled speedo and rev counter



Recognising the home of the Cooper Car Company
By Lorraine Hampson

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES
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In recent months there has been a campaign headed by a young man 
(and his father) called Kyle Stanger to ‘Save the Home of the Cooper’.

The aim of this admirable campaign is to save the old Cooper Car 
Company Works building, situated in Hollyfield Road in Surbiton, 
and preserve its unique history for everyone to enjoy. Some of the 
potential ideas for the future use of the building include; turning it 
into an educational centre for adults and young people to learn new 
skills and train for Motorsport and automotive qualifications, or as 
a social community centre with a café and preserving the buildings 
history for people to enjoy. 

The plight of the building has been reported on local radio with local 
and motoring press coverage too as the premises have been up for 
sale or rent for a while now and by the time this article is printed, 
may well have been sold.

On Saturday 1st August, the Transport Trust unveiled one of their Red 
Wheel plaques at a ceremony to recognise the Cooper Car Company 
Works. The Red Wheel scheme commemorates Britain’s rich and 
globally important legacy in the development of transport and presents 

it to a new and wider audience. 
Red Wheels principally highlight 
key locations of engineering and 
transport importance.

Around 50 to 60 people attended 
the ceremony including members of 
the Cooper Car Club, ex-employees 
of the Cooper Car Company Works 
(including Roy Golding, a lovely 
gentleman who unveiled the plaque), 
members of the MCR, and local Mini 
clubs as well as other enthusiasts and locals. The weather was lovely 
and it was even possible to have a small display of Minis parked at the 
front of the building.

Hopefully, this campaign will have some success as it would be a sorry 
state of affairs to see this historical building turned into flats.

Lorraine Hampson
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LETTERS
BMC COMPS 60th Anniversary - Silverstone 

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking sincerely all the ex-works 
cars owners who came to Silverstone - sorry about the weather but it was a 
great display.

In addition, I would also like to congratulate John McIntosh for his excellent 
report on this meeting.

Best wishes

Bill Price

FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

July’s subject matter was ADVENTURE

The winner this month was Roli.

It is a cracking shot and you could quite imagine this at the end of a 
film as the main characters drive off into the distance. Well done.

KMP

STANFORD HALL 
MINI SHOW

Sunday 13th September 2015
  
I am again offering my services as co-ordinator 
for the always well attended Mini Cooper 
Register stand at Stanford Hall National Mini 
show, Lutterworth, Leicestershire. 

Hopefully like previous years we will have a 
display showing the diversity of models that 
the Mini Cooper Register represents.

Contact me to book your place
email - jfilor@talktalk.net  
or 01664 566614 (after 6pm) 
leaving your contact details.Places are limited 
so as usual it will be on a first come first 
served basis. 
I will need your membership number, 
contact details and full details of your car  
for display.

Jerry Filor 
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EVENTS

01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR
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In memory of − Andrew James Shadforth 16/9/79 - 23/6/15

A ndrew always loved Minis, right from being young, and 
he bought his first one before he was even old enough to 

drive, which his parents had to collect for him.  He bought 
a 1 litre Mini that he painted green by hand with a white 
roof and white stripes, taking it from a cheap project to a 
roadworthy car which he kept for a couple of years and 
mainly used as a taxi. 

After that, he bought an ex-council Mini van which was 
bright yellow when he bought it and he restored it from a 
non-runner to a purple masterpiece that he toured France 
in with his best friend during August 1999. This was sold 
when he needed a more reliable car to get to work but he 
spent the next 15 years wishing that he hadn’t sold it. Alex 
is searching for Andrew’s van, so if anyone knows anything 
about its whereabouts, the registration number was NNA 
28W. Please send any information to the email address 
mentioned below.

A couple of years later Andrew bought a black SPI Cooper 
which he took on the MCR Minis to Monte event in 2008 
and this had its share of breakdowns on the way. This car 
unfortunately met its end in a dry stone wall and stream back 
home in Derbyshire. 

Around about the same time as buying the van, Andrew 
also bought a 1966 Cooper S which arrived mostly in 
boxes and it was his lifelong dream to restore this car. This 
is now a project to be completed in his memory. 

His next project was a racer (nicknamed the ginger Mini) 
that was bought as a bare shell and built up with the most 
unusual and awkward parts he could find, re-engineering 
everything along the way to fit the design. This is nearly 
complete and will be raced by his friends until his 3 and 5 
year old nephews are old enough to inherit it. 

The final Mini owned by Andrew will be familiar to many 
MCR members from the 2013 Minis to Ireland trip. Jointly 
with his wife Jenny, he bought a 1992 British Open Classic 
two weeks before the trip because his racer wasn’t finished. 
This car, which came to be known as Kimi, had a very 
eventful trip starting with the exhaust falling off on the first 
morning and ending up having an argument with a fence 
before travelling home held together with cable ties.  The 
car lived to see another day thanks to his friends who 
restored it ready to be his wedding car, finishing it on the 
morning of the wedding. 

From before he could drive Andrew owned at least one Mini 
and was always on the look-out for the next project.

By Jenny Shadforth and Alex Morton

During the trip to Ireland, Andrew was convinced that he should restart 
the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire region as this had built up a regular 
turn out before he became ill. This was something he was working on right 
up until the end, planning runs out for the monthly meetings and shows to 
attend as a group. 

In February 2014 Andrew was diagnosed with a brain tumour for which 
he received various treatments including an operation, radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy. Throughout his illness Andrew remained his cheerful 
positive self and often encouraged others to keep going. When told that he 
wouldn’t walk Andrew was determined to prove them wrong and less than 
a month later was standing. He walked down the aisle three month’s later 
to marry Jenny. 

Andrew was loved by everyone that met him due to his fun and easy-going 
nature and will be sadly missed.

His best friend Alex and I will be working on completing the Ginger racer 
and his 1966 Cooper S - any offers of help will be gratefully received. We 
can be contacted via email on alexmorton237@hotmail.com

Jenny Shadforth and Alex Morton
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In memory of − J.Cerwyn ‘Ken’ Bowen 1936-2015

M otor racing enthusiasts of the 1960s and 70s will doubtless 
remember Ken Bowen, who raced Mini Coopers successfully at 

Llandow during this era and who sadly passed away in June. 

Born in Swansea, Ken was a GPO telephone engineer by profession but 
he first raced in 1967 when he drove his immaculate Broadspeed Cooper 
970 ’S’ road car; registered 856 FLX, to the Llandow race circuit near 
Cardiff and remarkably finished 3rd in his first saloon car race. Following 
this he sold the car to Peter Cook, proprietor of the Baglan Service Station 
near Port Talbot, who then promptly formed The Baglan Racing Team, 
consisting of himself together with Swansea Mini Cooper drivers Brian 
Davies, Mike Leonard and Ken Bowen. 

The team’s trademark became four immaculately prepared Mini Coopers, 
all finished in a stunning and individualistic purple colour. Ken further 

By Ken Davies

completed the image by using a smart 3.8 Jaguar Mk2, also finished in 
purple, as his tow car. From then on he became a regular winner, often 
beating the larger 1300 cc cars with his meticulously prepared and almost 
totally reliable Cooper. His driving too was immaculate; neat, tidy and 
commendably characterised by a hard but fair racing style.

On one memorable occasion in an All comers Sports & Saloon car race 
at Llandow, Ken scored an outright victory, beating circuit specialists 
Robin Darlington and John Milton in their fast E Type Jaguars! Ken held 
the lap record for the up to 1,000cc saloon cars and later, with his short-
stroke 850cc Arden-tuned engine complete with 8 port head, he also 
secured the up to 850cc lap record at the circuit. 

Although content to race mainly at Llandow, Ken did make occasional 
and successful forays to other circuits and on a rare trip to Mallory Park, 
took pole position for his race and led for 8 of the 10 laps before running 
wide at the Esses to let through the regular Mallory winners; Terry 
McNally (Anglia) and Ray Edge (Mini) to eventually finish 3rd himself. 
Similarly, on a trip to Brands Hatch for the annual November Sevenoaks 
Club meeting, he raced competitively with the circuit’s ultra-competitive 
saloon car regulars and finished well up in the final results. 

He became known as the ‘King of Llandow’ and his Mini invariably 
carried the competition number 13 with various sponsors, starting 
with Tony Blore and B + H Davies Motors. Eventually the car was 
bought by Everwarm Homes for Ken to drive under their name, 
perhaps not inappropriately at cold, damp and windy Llandow! 
Following the demise of the Welsh racing circuit in 1977, Ken called it a 
day. We extend our condolences to Ken’s family and many friends.

Ken Davies



THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
Cooper S road test

We start this month with yet another 
thank you to Philip Splett who seems 

to be the only member these days who sends 
in anything for the Archive. So we start by 
continuing the theme of Cooper S road tests, 
this time an early 1275 S. The car tested by 
Autosport back in July 1964 was 974 LOK, 
a lovely white with a black roof car, which 
looked great on its 3½ J wheels.  Needless to 
say, John Bolster, the regular Autosport road 
tester, was most impressed with the car’s 
performance and especially its tractability, 
which he is quoted as saying that it pulled 

cleanly from 15mph in top gear such was the torque the motor produced. 
Comparison with the 1071 and 970 S were briefly made – less we not 
forget, these two engine options were also available in the summer of 1964. 
It was noted that all three shared the same bore diameter but different 
crankshafts. Oddly, he thought the 1275 was quieter than other models, 
which can only have been due to the less fuss the engine made as all three 
Cooper Ss, to my knowledge, had the same trim and sound deadening 
fitted. Bolster noted that the car was a great cruiser too, happily sitting on 
the motorway at 90mph and could easily hold 100mph comfortably. Of 
course, these were the days before the motorway had a speed limit!  

The brakes also came in for much praise, as sustained application, although 
locking the wheels on several occasions, failed to induce any brake fade 
(can’t have been trying that hard me thinks!). What was singled out was the 
superb acceleration, although good times were he said, largely down to the 
skill of the driver, as wild wheel spin and tyre smoke was the result of bags 
of revs before setting off. Bolster found that to simply plant the accelerator 
to the floor from tick over produced the best times, such was the torque 
of the engine. He often managed wheel spin when changing up into second 
gear but the acceleration between gears, from 60mph to 70mph, was said 
to be tremendous. In conclusion of its performance, Bolster noted that 
having driven numerous modified Minis, with superb performance, this car 
equalled many of them but delivered its power in such a docile manner that 
it could happily be used all day, whereas the modified cars soon became 
wearisome after a short while.

It is also no surprise that the road holding also came in for much praise 
but once on a race circuit it did produce too much understeer for 
the full power to be exploited. This may well not have been helped 
by the use of narrow wheels on the test car. Lowering of the car was 
suggested as a sensible option but it was noted that as the car was so 
new, the suspension had yet to fully settle on its rubber cones. This in 
turn, also produced a choppy ride on secondary side roads.  

On the negative side, he found the seats both uncomfortable and not very 
supportive, (no surprise there then!) and felt that such a car should have 
been fitted with much better seats. This was all offset by having superb 
interior space and good ventilation?

Fuel consumption was recorded at 25mpg, so he must have been 
pushing the car quite hard but found it did 30 mpg if driven sensibly. 
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In conclusion Bolster found the car delightful, equally suited to an old lady 
or a young family. It was safe, responsive and fun to drive – but perhaps in 
the wrong hands the performance may cause problems. As to the facts and 
figures, the car had 75bhp with 9.5:1 compression and was fitted with a 3.44 
diff. Now for those important performance figures. Bolster found that the 
0-60mph came up at 9 seconds, which seems rather quicker than it should be 
to me. So he must either have had a slightly modified car or was extremely 
skilled at getting the most out of the car, since I think subsequent test figures 
show a time of around 11 seconds for the 0-60 dash. Nevertheless, the 
standing ¼ mile came up in 17.6 seconds and this for a mere £755 including 
purchase tax. All in all, as we know, a brilliant car and one that we know went 
on to become a giant killer in motorsport for many years to come.

Wolseley Hornet Road test

At the other end of the Mini spectrum, Autocar tested the new Wolseley 
Hornet in August 1963 now fitted with its new 998cc engine. This, it was 
termed, as the ‘executive’ version of the Mini, now with a bigger engine 
from the smaller unit that was fitted when it was first introduce at the 
Motor Show in 1961. Both the Riley Elf and the Wolseley Hornet were now 
fitted with the 998 engine. The Hornet however, being less luxurious than 
the Elf, was a whole £19 cheaper. Power was now up 4bhp to 38bhp with 
a corresponding drop in 0-60 which came in at 24.1 seconds compared to 
29.7 seconds for the 850 Mini. The car could now reach 78 mph flat out and 
the new engine was reported to be very sweet right through the rev range.

The brakes were noted to be very good with the slightly wide shoes 
now fitted and they felt that disc brakes would add little considering 
its performance. The degree of understeer was considered both 
controllable and acceptable, although like the Cooper S road test 
above, the ride was found to be choppy, especially on poor roads.

Of course it’s the added fixtures and fittings that set the Hornet apart from 
other Minis with its wood-grained oval binnacle instead of the black plastic 
Mini issue. Leather is to be found on the seat facings but, again, the seat 
comfort was reported as not good. Stowage space however, was reported 
to be superb, largely due to the addition of the large boot – almost twice 
the volume of standard Minis. Although bizarrely they note that the weekly 
shopping for a large family could be stowed in the door pockets!

Ventilation was reported as good with the use of the sliding windows 
and hinging rear side windows and an adequate heater. As to the 
‘traditional’ radiator grill at the front of the Hornet, it was noted that 
this, when opened up with the bonnet did impinge on access to the 
engine compartment but does, at the same time, give freer access to 
things like the oil filter, dynamo and starter.

In conclusion, the car was much praised and other than the moan about 
the seats, the only other areas of complaint were the absence of a 
Cooper type remote gear shift in preference to the ubiquitous ‘magic 
wand’ gear stick and the absence, still, of self parking wipers.

Robert Young
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: 01342 315009      E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

To view our complete stock visit our website www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

“Due to the relocating of premises we will be 
closed for business until 30th September 2015

During this period please contact via email
bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk”

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50



The basics are the same, but the BMC Australian-built Morris Cooper S 
came from a slightly different hymn book to the English version. The then 

Australian Government’s (impossible) target of 95% local content ‘Plan A’ 
policy with Australian car manufacturers saw to that. So here we are 50 years 
on from September 1965 when the first Aussie cars were finally available to 
keen enthusiasts…

There’s no doubting that, if it wasn’t for the ‘economy of scale’ relating 
to BMC Australia’s intended volume selling, the A$833 Morris Mini De 
Luxe 998 of March 1965, an Australian-built Cooper S, wouldn’t have 
been viable. Despite its inspiration being the English Cooper S, itself made 
available in very limited, fully imported numbers prior to the Australian car’s 
production, the imports carried a hefty premium price of A$1366 inc tax in 
1963/64 (compared to the local car’s 1965 introduction price of A$1140 inc 
tax – becoming a straight doubling of that figure to A$2280 when Australia 
took up decimal currency in February 1966). However, by late 1965 an 
‘import’ of the same basic specification would have equated to A$1650!

So, while the imported Cooper S trickled into Australia, many embarked on a 
motor racing career. Their giant-killing antics gathered good publicity, while the 
local BMC management was busy deciding to build them at their Zetland, Sydney 
facility. A very low key announcement was made during a BMC Australia Press 
Conference run simultaneously on the day the UK parent were announcing 
the BMC 1800 to the world on October 20, 1964. The Aussie journo’s notes I 
have for the Australian meeting are best described as interesting and succinct. 
Regardless, they clearly mention the upcoming De Luxe and Cooper S amongst 
the various topics discussed that day. So the decision had been made and history 
tells us it did happen (there are a couple of things in the notes that didn’t though). 

With orders placed for the UK parent to start supplying the necessary components 
that would mould the major DNA of an English Cooper S into an Australian 
produced version. Thus, five batches totalling 156 CKD kits were incorporated into 
the UK’s March 1965 chassis number sequences and began their Australian journey 
to allow production to commence. Ultimately, with Australia becoming the biggest 
producer of the Cooper S outside the UK – 4,986 as MKI versions and 2,919 built 
as MKII cars (still retaining MKI style grille and rear window, available May 1969) 
throughout 1965-1971. Each version carried different chassis identification numbers 
to the English cars – and that really takes some explaining. In the most basic terms 
however YKG 2S2 and YG 2S4 were used as the prefixes on the chassis plates.

The most obvious English car’s DNA was the mechanical package, starting 
with the ever popular 9F/Sa/Y 1275cc Cooper S engine (over painted metallic 
green), 7.5inch disc brakes, LP883 4.5inch drilled steel road wheels (painted 
Silver Birch metallic, rather than Old English White), hydrolastic displacers 
(no ‘dry’cars), speedo/instrument cluster, heater and the standard fitment 
to Australian cars of the right hand fuel tank and oil cooler. It’s common 
knowledge many things changed or were tweaked during these components’ 
production life for the English car, filtering into changes on the Australian car 
as fresh batches arrived at Zetland. Probably not so obvious to the owner 
of each new car at the time (and perhaps even with some owners now), but 
items like the 9 to 13 row oil cooler, rubber to Hardy Spicer universals, the 
various  hydrolastic displacers and the like, evolved with the cars, as did many 
items sourced within Australia. Variations away from the English car included 
bulkhead, bootlid, doors, doorjambs, sills, plus many other fiddly bits. Exterior 
and interior colours also showed major changes in both tone and pattern.

There was ‘no line in the sand’ point where things changed all at once, they 
just evolved as new or updated items were released to production. Lucas 
Australia provided a couple of adaptations in the form of ‘2 screw’ rear lamp 
clusters and ‘permanent magnet’ 12AUW style wiper motors, but the space of 
a Parnell-esque tome would be required to go into the full details. 

Although one could say in most basic terms the fitting of all the UK-sourced 
goodies into a ‘tweaked’ Mini De Luxe bodyshell created the Cooper S, 
there is more to it than just that. The tweaks mainly involved extra holes, 
brackets, clips and tabs, but in some instances even these evolved and their 
method of fitment was all important. When new, they differentiated an ‘S’ 
from a De Luxe and they should still for genuine examples.
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

Part of 6/9/65 BMC (Australia) News announcing the new 
Cooper S

BMC Rosette rev counter letter

An early Cooper S on the Zetland production line, most likely 
Toga White with Burgundy Red roof just like the ‘509 830’ car 
shown elsewhere



The local BMC engineers’ ability to create the Australian version as they 
did, allowed marketing and the bean counters to, as already mentioned, 
sharpen the price significantly from that of an imported car. Mind you we 
are still talking A$307 price difference from ‘modest’ to ‘performance’ 
motoring. There was around 5½ months between the Mini De Luxe 
release and the proper availability of the Cooper S in September 1965. 
This was later than anticipated due to holdups in production and leaving 
themselves with a reasonable amount of pressure to produce, deliver and 
allow dealers’ road registration of 100 examples. This being the magic 
number required in 1965 for locally built cars’ eligibility for the October 
3rd 1965 Bathurst Armstrong 500 race meeting. The delay was enough 
for BMC to issue a news bulletin (PR65/13) dated September 6th, as 
the September 10th 1965 Bathurst’s official entry deadline loomed. As 
an example, September 14th 1965 was the date of registration for the 
first example major Melbourne-based BMC Dealer, Kellow-Falkiner, 
received. Taking into account the logistics of transporting the cars around 
Australia, the Australian Racing Drivers’ Club and the Armstrong 500 race 
organisers allowed some discretion come race day, offset by the fact they 
wanted a ‘proper’ race of what were meant to be production cars. It’s just 
that some received a bit more ‘careful production’ than others!

Bathurst wasn’t the locally built cars’ debut race though, as a couple of early 
examples had been whisked off to Queensland and raced at Lowood on 
August 29th by Bill Gates and John French. A quick sidenote is that Gates 
was a capable driver and high profile Brisbane DJ, who helped the young 
Gibb brothers’ music career – aka the Bee Gees! BMC’s efforts prior to 
Bathurst were also helped by Warwick Farm circuit’s Geoff Sykes running a 
special class for ‘cars awaiting homologation’ at his September 19th meeting. 
Strangely enough, all four entries were Australian Cooper Ss with at least 
three of them going to Bathurst too. 

Without getting too tied down with the motor racing side of things, the 
1965 Armstrong 500 wasn’t BMC’s year. The saturation was already 
beginning with nine of the 14 Class C entries being Cooper Ss, the class 
contested for cars priced between A$1021 and A$1300. BMC Australia’s 
effort provided three cars in that class alone, each of which had quality 
driver pairings such as Hopkirk/Makinnen, Foley/Manton & French/Harvey, 
but they spent time trying to outdo each other, rather than the serious 
Class D Ford Cortina GT500 opposition. The Foley/Manton pair won their 
class, although 2 GT500s were ahead on the road for the spoils of victory. It 
did, however, mean a revamp in BMC’s driver structure come 1966!

What BMC Australia had done was to provide a means for many enthusiasts 
to join various forms of motor sport or performance motoring for the roads 
of Australia - or indeed both! A bit of ‘drive it like you stole it’ long before the 
term became common vernacular. Any of the above certainly gave reason for 
BMC Australia to modify their new car warranty policy from 12 to 6 months 
coverage and yet they still wouldn’t fit a tacho as standard (refer elsewhere 
for the BMC Australia PR spin on this)!

During this period, BMC Australia sent new Cooper Ss to markets such as 
New Zealand and Papua New Guinea and cars are still moving about today. 
Where once one could walk into your local BMC dealer and ultimately 
drive out the door with a new Cooper S, there really shouldn’t have been 
any identity issues, but after the car’s initial decline in value and then steady 
increase again more recently, things can get interesting.

Whether it originated from England or Australia, the Cooper S has become a 
commodity that, like so many ‘hero’ cars of a particular generation, is sought 
after, meaning that for at least the last 20/25 years cars are keeping shipping 
companies busy as they are punted around the globe. There are certainly 
quite a number of Australian cars roaming the roads of Northern hemisphere 
countries. Rather ironic really. But it can also bring about a darker side that’s 
been about for years too – fakes and replica cars. Some may well have been 
built innocently enough by someone without the finances to have the genuine 
example or a re-shell due to rust or accident damage. I have no major 
problem with this. But they really can become an issue when the cars reach 
sale time as circumstance changes an owner’s outlook, or these cars have 
had two or three owners, or even hit the stock list of a Classic Car dealer and 
with a puff of fairy dust become genuine. Depending on how well executed, 
some can be spotted from 20 paces and others require a very keen eye. So 
‘buyer beware’ and ‘do your homework’ have exactly the same meaning 
regardless of original hemisphere. 

Stephen Dalton
Photos and Memorabilia S Dalton

Restored 1965 British Racing Green / Toga White roof example 
is a very early car – the 25th Cooper S BMC Australia built

Restored 1966 Toga White/ Burgundy Red roof example is still 
an early car – around 800 odd cars into production

Left: The restored engine bay of the 25th car - visually as close as possible 
as it was when new. This one still runs the rare 9 row oil cooler

Right: The restored interior of the 25th car. Porcelain Green trim works 
well with British Racing Green. Early cars had Feltex loop pile carpet, 
giving a two tone ‘salt & pepper’ look, and would have been in this car –
replacement impossible to find now

BMC Australia’s Marketing Department came up with 
this ‘optical art’ Cooper S sales brochure. A couple of 
different factory versions exist, plus the reproduction
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Silverstone Classic 24-26 July 2015 –Wet, wet and wet
By David Young

What a mixed bag this event was. Three days of Classic racing and 
the biggest such classic event in the World.  Silverstone was, 

again, hosting this magnificent event.

I arrived on Friday morning, traditionally a qualifying day, relaxed and 
raring to go. Now, if you have never done Silverstone on the GP circuit 
it is very long, 3.4 miles. Lap speed in the dry for the quickest tin top 
pre-66 cars is about 90mph, giving a lap time of 2.23 Minutes. So, for a 
20 minute race you will see the cars 9 times. What that means is, when 
you chose a spot to take pictures, you are stuck and can’t move around 
much as you will probably miss the cars in action. At 10 o’ clock the rain 
came, it rained, rained and rained. The wet track and standing water 
meant a lot of qualifying sessions were shortened because of cars going 
off, spinning, or worse still crashing. A number of sessions started behind 
the safety car and ended with a red flag.  By 4 o’clock I had had enough.

Saturday morning and the sun was shining. Guess what?  I got sun burnt.  
Silverstone was in full sun for most of the day.  The crowds poured in 
and the place came alive again. The first race of particular interest to Mini 
fans was the Warwick Banks Trophy for the under 2 litre touring cars 
(U2TC). There were 46 cars on the grid with 14 Cooper ‘Ss’ taking part 
along with Mk1 Lotus Cortinas, BMW 1600s and a few Alfa Romeos. 
Great fun to watch it was too, with the bigger cars pulling away from the 
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Barwick leading BeeBee in qualifying

Richard BeeBee on his way to Pole position! Jonathan Lewis on his way to a Class win

Birkett and O’Connor have a great tussle in the Jet Trophy Round 1 race
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Minis on the straights and then the Minis playing catch up around the Bends. 
Due to the wet qualifying, Richard and Justin BeeBee along with Barwick 
and Jonathan Lewis locked out the front row of the grid.  We all knew that 
was not going to be too good as the track was now bone dry.  We actually 
managed 18 laps in the allotted time with Jonathan Lewis being the first Mini 
home in 11th place.  The Beebee’s had a terrible race finishing down in 22nd 
place. Peter Baldwin and Geoff Churchill were down in 14th position.

The next race for Mini fans to watch was the first leg of the Jet Battle of Britain 
Trophy, this time with 56 cars starting.  Jonathan Lewis in the wet qualifying 
had managed to get on the front row of the grid again. The race was to last 20 
minutes so 8 or 9 laps if you were lucky.  Of course, being dry, the TVR and 
Jaguars stormed away leaving Jonathan down in 12th place but he got a class 
win.  Once again a great race to watch with the Minis overtaking the bigger 
cars on the inside of the bends just like it used to be in the 1960s and 70s.

Sunday morning and at 9.30am the heavens opened up again, just in time 
for the formula Junior race with 50 cars on the grid. The red flag came out 
before the first bend. The restart was behind the safety car; clearly this was 
going to be the pattern of the day.  The rain got heavier and heavier as the day 
progressed, with the spectators all huddling into the grandstands with cover or 
turning round and going home.  The car displays were very much depleted, the 
owners probably having spent all day Saturday polishing their cars and having 
turned up at the crack of dawn only to sit in them and watch the rain.  

The second part of the Jet Battle of Britain was run at 6 o’clock, and was 
shortened to just 15 minutes and had 4 laps. Jonathan Lewis managed to come 
3rd overall and win his class. Clearly, a good number of competitors had decided 
to join the spectators and went home early.  Only 27 started this time round!

A sad way to end what is probably the best race weekend in the Historic 
calendar, the Historic F1s being one of the highlights.  Let’s hope next year 
it stays dry for the full three days.

David Young
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Bright and Jones mixing with the Big guys in the U2TC race

Stortoni having a bit of grip issues in the U2TC race

Jonathan Lewis on way to another Class win
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Masters Festival Donington Park 4th & 5th July 
Pre 66 Appendix K Minis By David Young
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So soon after the MINI Festival at Brands Hatch I was 
not expecting much in the way of Mini entries at the 

Masters Festival.  What a surprise I had though, 9 Minis 
all fully fettled since their outing at Brands all ready to go 
and take the challenge to the Lotus Cortinas, Mustangs 
and Falcons.

Saturday Qualifying was at the reasonable hour of 
11.20am and was a 30 minute session. At this time of 
the year Donington Park opens up the international 
circuit, this includes the Melbourne Hairpin, Goddards 
and Fogarty Esses. The Fogarty Esses have been re-
profiled by taking away the ‘sausage’ kerbs and the run 
up to Goddards now has higher Armco.  We all like 
change don’t we? 

I decided to take pictures on the inside of Goddards; I 
have not done that for a number of years! There was 30 
minutes of freewheeling Minis and power sliding from the 
V8’s and Lotus Cortinas. Due to the shortage of Dunlop 
CR65 in the UK everyone was being careful of their 
tyre choice - or is that tire choice?  British CR65s are 
reported to be the best whereas the ‘new’ ones which 
are made in Portugal and of the same mix are said, by 
some, not to be as good and the supply of them is still 
limited.  Nick Swift went out on old rubber and, knowing 
the way he drives, I suppose he was saving the good 
rubber until the race.

Jonathan Lewis and Ron Maydon were running their ‘S’ 
which was owned by the late Christian Deveraux. The 
BeeBee brothers had their Surf Blue ‘S’, whereas Bill Sollis 
and Nick Paddy had their Old English white and Black 
‘S’ with an automatic boot opening for aero effect! Steve 
Jones and William Ward were being supported by Dale 
Racing. Ken Welch was sharing his drive with Glynn Swift. 
However, Tom Wesley shared quickest of the Minis with 
Jonathan Lewis, followed by Bill Sollis /Nick Paddy and then 
Nick Swift.

The race on Sunday was, in my opinion, the best race I 
have seen for Appendix K cars.  Henry Mann led from start 
to finish in his Mustang followed by a Ford Falcon, another 
Mustang, and the Mercury Comet of Roger Wills. Then, 
believe it or not, the two Minis of Nick and Jonathan.

Ken Welch followed by Nick Swift and 
Jonathan Lewis (albeit a lap behind!)

Jonathan Lewis in front with Nick Swift showing that 
taking away the kerbs does not stop him 2 wheeling

Nick gets past Jonathan in time for the hairpin

Jonathan Lewis in front of Nick Swift early in the race
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The two ‘S’s of Nick and Jonathan were playing chase and catch up the whole race: the lead 
changed a few times, we had pit stops, we had Mustangs being overtaken on the inside while 
they drifted away from the apex. It was just superb and spectacular racing to watch - just like 
it used to be.  As the race was an hour long, I managed to take pictures at the Fogarty Esses, 
down to the hairpin, up the other side as well as chequered flag and podium shots.

Bill Sollis had a hole in his radiator so they side-lined halfway through. Rick Carlino had a 
modified front wing early on and retired. I am not sure what happened to Steve Jones but I do 
know he did have overheating issues in practice. However, William Ward finished as 1st Mini 
across the line with the Mini of Westley/Ogden 2nd followed by the BeeBee brothers in 3rd.

Just do not tell anyone about track limits! The MSA and FIA limits are just not the same!

Roll on the next round in the UK!

David Young

Bill Sollis with his Boot lid deployed 
for aero effect!

Are we there yet?  Jonathan and Nick 
congratulating each other after the race

Jonathan Lewis in front with Nick Swift 
showing that taking away the kerbs does not 
stop him 2 wheeling

Nick on his way to victory after an hour of flat out driving

Track Limits? The BeeBee’s in action, followed 
by the Minis of William Ward and Steve Jones



The Greystoke and BTRDA Carlisle Stage Rallies
By Phil Lilley
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COOPER S RALLY CAR - CAT 517B

With two forest stage rallies now 
completed, our re-built Cooper S has 

not missed a single beat after 18 months 
of hard, often cold Cumbrian outdoor 
preparation. We finally made the start of 
our first forest stage event on the BTRDA 
Carlisle Rally in June.

On the first stage of the event we realised that 
the Keilder roads were far too rough for us in 
our low Mini and running at the back of a very 
rutted field did not help. However, to gain 
experience but preserve the car, we decided 
to go on very steadily and treat the event as a 
boulder strewn obstacle course.

John did well on the notes and the Mini 
stood up well to the constant pounding. 
The Swiftune prepared engine and gearbox 
were, to say the least, impressive but 
had to be held back on these roads. The 
classic koni shocks we had fitted were also 
a pleasant surprise compared to my last 
experience rallying in a Mini.

Come July and we were up for our next 
event, the Greystoke forest stages held 
entirely in the M Sport forest complex near 
Keswick. Swiftune had re-set the konis and 
we were looking forward to trying them. 
Thankfully, these stages were perfectly 
smooth and the event ran like clockwork 
much to the credit of M Sport, West 
Cumbria MC and Paul Benn.

The Cooper S loved these roads and we 
had a grin from ear to ear on every stage. 
Throughout the day the Mini was greeted 
with enthusiasm and support. We finished all 
7 stages and suffered no damage.

And so, 18 months after my lifelong mentor 
and friend, Phil Cooper, muted the idea of 
re-building CAT 517B, I was able to report 
back to Phil and Rowena my long suffering 
wife, that all was well with car and crew.I can 
only say many many thanks to both of them 
for their tolerance.

The Mini had been in hibernation since 
rolled by me in Dalby forest in 1976 and 
I would like to thank both Paul Sulma and 
Niall Cook for helping on the paper work 
side of things to bring this rally car back 
into life.

Finally, please see the then and now photos 
of us competing in CAT 517B. The grainy 
‘then’ photo was taken back in 1976 and 
if I recall correctly, I think this was on the 
Bagshot stage on a round of the Triple CCC 
Championship which started in Aldershot.

We had looked forward to this stage since, as 
many of you may know,Timo Makinen appears 
in a video in a Works Mini on these very roads, 

and we had watched this video many times over at the motor club. The BMC Works teams also 
did their testing there. 

Alas, by the end of the second run through on our rally (it was run twice back to back) we had 
snapped the gear extension and were jammed in top gear. I also remember we had fitted a pair 
of new SP44’s prior to these two stages but by the end they had virtually no tread left and were 
torn to shreds! Those were the days!

Anyway, hopefully our next event will be the Grizedale Forest Stages in the Lake District in 
November.

Phil Lilley

CAT 517B on the recent Greystoke rally

CAT 517B way back in 1976 on the 
Triple CCC Championship Rally
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Bournemouth Weekend 2015The Dews Speed Championship - 
The magic of Minis in Motorsports By Steve Harris

I moved to Downton early in 1956 when I was 6 years old, and it was 
not long before I became aware of the Pinnacle Garage there. This is 

where the Downton Engineering Works stemmed from and had already 
been established some 8 years. It was at this time that my interest in 
tuning and engineering started and I was lucky enough to be taken on 
by Daniel Richmond as an apprentice when I left school to work in his 
experimental workshop.

Jan Odor joined the company in 1955 and became very familiar with ‘A’ 
series engines (and ultimately the English language), being an intelligent and 
talented engineer. He became a great asset to the workshop, as did Paul 
Ivey and George Toth, two of their other engineers.

Daniel Richmond, along with Bunty his wife, had a quest for speed and 
their experience in tuning the ‘A’ series engine, in particular during the 
1950s, paid dividends for them when the Mini was introduced to the 
world in 1959. 

Since then the Mini has continued to be developed and used in all forms of 
motorsport right up to the present day and motor clubs have played a big 
part in keeping motorsport activities alive and vice versa. 

2015 sees the return of the MCR to speed events in the form of an award 
scheme within the DEWS Speed Championship which offers something for 
everyone. The Championship takes in nine different venues throughout the 
country and totals 24 events in all. The season starts in March and goes through 
to October, with an award evening in November. It’s easy to get started for 
anyone wishing to take part and there are still 12 events remaining this year - 
so still time to register and give it a try!
 
Other awards within the Championship include the Clubman Cup, 
Wiscombe Park Challenge Cup, Novice Shield, Burlen Fuel SU 
Trophy and Class Awards, as well as the DEWS Championship Award. 
Details for registration can be found on www.dewsc.org.uk  or email   
downton@live.co.uk 

Finally, cars on display at the Gurston Down Hillclimb included: 
Alan Booth’s Cooper ‘S’; Malcolm Francis’ competition car; Graham 
Hendra’s supercharged Mini; Nick Stansmore’s Cooper; Adrian 
Mitchell’s White/Black Special Tuning Cooper; Nigel Samson’s Red Mini 
(who is leading the MCR Scheme at the moment); Graham Gonzalez in 
the ex-Steve Harris car (well known as the Red Shed) which has more 
than 50 class wins; Colin Woodage’s very smart Cooper ‘S’; and Derek 
Mullis with his ‘Bright Eyes’  who has completed over 500 events and 
has many awards to his credit. 

Steve Harris
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Graham (speedy ) Gonzalez’s ex-Steve Harris carDEWS class with 7 MCR members

Colin Woodage’s car

The unveiling of the Wilt & Dorset MCR flag  with Graham 
Hendra, Nick Stansmore, Malcolm Francis and  Adrian Mitchell
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The Dews Speed Championship - 
The magic of Minis in Motorsports
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Tim Courage returns to Gurston after 11 year break

Alan Booth’s Cooper ‘S’ on display at Gurston Down Hillclimb

Derek Mullis with his car
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

ORX 777F

Last month I only briefly mentioned 
this car on its maiden appearance at 
BMC60, when it appeared after what 
can only be described as a whirlwind 
restoration. Now that the dust has 
settled, I thought that I’d write a bit 
more about the car and compliment 
Dermott Simpson on getting the car 
to Silverstone, having only started the 
restoration work back in mid February. 
That kind of progress puts us all to 
shame, but in fairness, Dermott did 
have behind him friends and associates 
who worked tirelessly on the car 

to achieve his goal and so well done to them too. Robert Dickson 
carried out most of the work, assisted by Junior Baird. Maurice 
Brown painted the car and John Bevan restored the original Lucas 
competitions wiring loom. Elgin Greer carefully restored the original 
cylinderhead and, with Robert Dickson, rebuilt the car’s engine. 
Robert then rebuilt the gearbox with Roy Brown restoring the 
Webers. Kelvin Sparrowhawk was a valuable source of information 
and helped with the small details needed on the car. Other than 
Kelvin, all the help came from local friends near to Dermott. 

From what I hear, everyone was impressed with the car at 
Silverstone, looking much like a brand new Works Mini, which with 
fresh paint work is no surprise. The level of detail on the car was 
also impressive with much of the original car’s fittings and fixtures 
being retained and those that were missing were faithfully sourced 
or replicated to the exact pattern of the original.  The car does, of 
course, benefit in a huge way by still retaining its original bodyshell, 
albeit now much restored. With so many Works cars having lost 
their original shells, it is nice that the car now belongs in the very top 
draw of Works cars. And on that subject, it’s just a shame that so 
many ill-informed folk look down their noses at Works cars that have 
been reshelled - this being an inevitability of cars used, as they were 
intended, in tough competition. Surely, it’s far better the cars are 
re-shelled and their history continued rather than fade into obscurity 
and providing the fact that the car has been re-shelled is not denied, 
no harm is done in my book. None of that applies to ORX 777F of 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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course; we saw photos of the original car when Dermott acquired it 
last November. Considering the false starts the car’s restoration had 
in its previous ownership, the car was in remarkable condition and, 
fortunately, also retained many original parts, as the collection of parts 
that came with the car was quite extensive and on close examination 

most were the original parts. Dermott did resist the temptation 
to carry on using the original flexible fuel pipes, which had already 
started to leak – so they will be changed for modern Ethanol friendly 
ones that are now a must with any flexible runner pipe.
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With such a tight time frame to complete the restoration, there 
are still a few minor details Dermott wants to get right, one 
of which is getting a co-driver’s seat, as the one in the car at 
Silverstone was kindly loaned to him by Ronnie White. This is 
already in hand, but the trimmer was just not able to finish it in 
time for Silverstone. The car also needs an original John Aley 
aluminium rollcage and a set of Heuer clocks – Oh, and a demister 
panel for the rear window is also needed.

With so many original parts, such as the split Webers, so rare 
these days, it is a wonder so many parts survived. Additionally, 
the car still retains its original body number and chassis plate 
and all of the glass is also of the correct date. The only original 
parts not reused were sadly the dash panels, lovely as they were, 
having been tampered with and modified. They were no longer 
appropriate for the 1968 Monte build, so new dash tins were 
made up to the correct pattern. Other parts that were faithfully 
replicated were the front rally plate, replicating the exact fonts 
and errors where the 8 and 7 are not quite aligned – just as on 
the original. The headlight washer jets, quite a work of art, were 
remade as were the distinctive front mud flaps – not to everyone’s 
taste but I think they look great and, of course, correct for the 
car. Despite the bonnet being original, the bonnet strap was in the 
wrong place so that too was changed.

Dermott tells me that the heavy Scandinavian guard the car came 
with, as used on the Rally of the Flowers, was swapped with the 
Moke guard that was fitted on his other Works Mini RBL 450F, as 
that car needed a Scandinavian guard which was used on it in the 
Acropolis rally. 

I’m sure those who saw the car and from the photos here will agree it 
was a superb effort in such a short time frame. Dermott now intends 
to spend some time sorting out RBL 450F in time for Rauno Aaltonen 
to come over to Ireland in early June next year. I’m sure that too will 
turn out to be an equally fine job.

YMO 885J
 
David Dyson, who has built the superb replica of YMO 881H 
and managed to get it registered as YMO881K, tells me that 
at Beaulieu his car, along with YMO 885J, brought over for the 
first time from the Isle of Man by John Tarrant, received a lot of 
attention comparing this and Andrew Bond’s similar car YMO 
886J. This ended up in a spot the difference competition, the 
most notable of which was noting that there was an output drive 
through the timing cover from the camshaft on 885J. There was 
also a bracket on top of the thermostat housing that suggested it 
was the mount for a dynamo.

This raised a question about OBL 45F which, when it did the 1969 
Tour de France, ran a fuel injection engine and had an injection 
pump where the dynamo should normally be fitted and had the 
dynamo fitted up by the bulkhead. The injection pump was driven 
by a belt from the camshaft drive from the timing cover, much 
as 885J shows. The supposition is that this fuel injection engine 
may well have found its way into YMO 885J. This hypothesis is 
put forward by David based on the fact that OBL 45F only did the 
race at Brands Hatch, crashed and was never used again. When 
sold as a road car to the then BMC accountant Norman Higgins, 
it is extremely unlikely it would have retained that fuel injection 
engine. David’s theory goes that with the fuel injection engine 
sitting around on the bench and when Abingdon was winding 
down and strapped for finance, the engine would have been put in 
YMO 885J, because that engine does exhibit all the tell tale signs 
of it being a fuel injected engine. Perhaps someone can throw 
some light on David’s theory to put him out of his misery.

Robert Young

Cooper S Mk 1 Register

Thanks to Paul Winter for bringing HLT 
707C down to Beaulieu; you may recall 
this was the car that I mentioned in the 
May edition of CooperWorld. Built in 
early October 1965, HLT has a factory 
fitted oil cooler which was still the 
small vertical type that lives below the 
dynamo rather than sitting on the front 
panel as was the case from March 1966.

There is quite a bit of history with 
the car including receipts for repairs; 
the idler gear failed in 1972 at 38,000 
miles and a new gear, bearings and 

housing cost £73.46 at Caffyns of 
Bexhill. The original AEG 163 cylinder 

head was replaced in 1975 by a 12G 1805 (Mk 3 S) head at about 
65,000 miles. Despite having only had two owners, the 72,000 or so 
miles it had covered have taken a heavy toll and a broken gearbox 
bearing saw it taken off the road. HLT was stored for many years 
before restoration commenced in 1995 and it was briefly back on 
the road in 2001. However, Paul intends to keep the car much 
as it is now although there are a few details that he wants to sort 
properly over the coming months.

Another time warp ‘barn find’ car recently turned up at auction, namely 
the Bonhams Summer Classic Auction. The car in question was a 
Tartan red/black Morris 1071 S with only three owners from new that 
had been parked up since 1976 with 80,401 miles on the clock. AMW 
225B was built in late April 1964 but not despatched from Longbridge 
until mid-June and finally registered on 1st August the same year.

Simon Wheatcroft

HLT 707C (1) - 12 years and 72000 miles takes it toll

HLT 707C (8) - Vertical oil seen from above
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Excuse me now while I divert slightly as this brings me on to an 
important customer announcement and one of my crusades of the 
moment. Just because your Heritage Certificate says that your pride 
and joy was despatched to ABC Garage of Newtown, that doesn’t 
necessarily mean that ABC Garage sold the car to its first owner; 
they may have done but it is definitely not a slam dunk certainty. 
Put on your rose tinted spectacles and travel back in time with me 
to the halcyon days of the 1960s when newly built Coopers were 
rolling off the Longbridge production line and being despatched to 
distributors or main dealers.

Each Austin and Morris dealer, retail dealer or stocking trader 
obtained their cars via a particular route; this was stipulated in the 
annual service and sales contract that each dealer, retail dealer 
or stocking trader signed with BMC. I know of one Morris 1071 
S that was ordered at Hooper Motor Services of Sloane Street. 

Hoopers placed the order via T F Ford & Son of Shepherds Bush (a 
Morris retail dealer) who placed the order via Stewart and Ardern 
of Acton (Morris distributor for London). The destination on the 
Heritage Certificate for this car will have only Stewart and Ardern, 
the other garages will not be mentioned. This is why there is a 
great demand for Stewart & Ardern items on a well-known auction 
website whereas the reality is that Stewart and Ardern supplied 
all of the one hundred and seventy or so smaller Morris dealers in 
London in the 1960s.

Meanwhile, back to AMW; because the full history of this car is 
documented, we know that the car was despatched to Victoria 
Garage of Swindon, the Morris distributor for that part of Wiltshire. 
They obtained the car for Bells Garage of Marlborough, a Morris 
retail dealer, and Bells used it as a demonstrator before selling it to 
the first owner. As mentioned above, the Heritage Certificate for 
AMW will not mention Bells Garage, only Victoria Garage.

For some reason Bonhams estimated only £10,000 to £15,000 for 
the car, which seems ridiculously low in this day and age. Whether 
Bonhams are a bit out of touch with prices or were trying to get 
in as many potential bidders as possible, I’ll let you make your 
own mind up. There was, of course, a hoard of people getting in 
touch wanting to check the numbers and seemingly expecting the 
car to be knocked down at a bargain price. At this point I should 
point out that you do actually have to be a little bit careful of cars 
in this chassis number sequence as there are some 998 Coopers 
in the same sequence as the 1071 S’s. Anyway, all the numbers 
were correct for a 1071 and matching the original production 
details and all the right bits were in the right places. The front 
panel had apparently been changed early in the car’s life but, apart 
from silver wheels, a Special Tuning oil cooler and a couple of 
small reversing lights on the boot, all was pretty much as it left the 
factory. Given the way prices have gone recently I never thought it 
would be sold for less than £30,000 which was about what the Mk 
1 1275 S registered EEY 105D made a couple of years ago. The 
hammer fell at around £34,000 which was nearer £40,000 by the 
time the buyer’s premium + VAT had been added.

I’m pleased to say that the new owner has been in touch. He had been 
looking for the right car for a while and hopes to gently recommission 
the car and not have to restore it which is good to hear.

Finally, this month a shot of the first Cooper S, 731 HOP.  This was 
apparently taken at Brands Hatch in 1972 where, despite the lack of 
race number, it looks ready for a bit of track action. The small yellow 
sticker on the bonnet indicates that one time Mini racer Mo Mendham 
had a part in its preparation. Does anyone know any more?

Simon Wheatcroft
 

AMV225B (2) - AMV as it appeared on Bonhams website

AMV225B (3) - Nice to see an original interior...

AMV225B (6) - ...and engine bay

731 HOP looking very Mk 2 like at Brands Hatch in 1972
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Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this month’s register 
update, albeit at a busy time here at our 
new house. If you should need to contact 
me please make a note of my new 
contact details and please note that my 
old telephone number is now obsolete.

It is more of an update of internet 
registrations this month though. Firstly, 
Ross Poulton has registered his car KXC 
592D; an Austin 998 Cooper built very 
early on in 1966 and finished in tweed 
grey with an old English white roof. It still 
has its hydrolastic suspension fitted which 
is rare these days. Unfortunately, Ross 
has given very little other information on 

his car, but it is good to have another grey car added to the list.

Oliver Tomlins has a bit of a project on his hands with CDG 323B 
which is another Austin 998 but this time finished in fiesta yellow with 
an old English white roof. Although not a popular colour scheme in 
the 1960s, it would seem times and tastes have changed since now 
it is one of the more popular colour schemes for an early Mini or 
Cooper. Oliver describes his car as a ‘poor’ restoration project with 
front wings missing, but with most other parts in kit form contained 
in boxes. This car has been re-registered after being stolen way back 
in 1969 having been previously registered as ADG 393B.

Ronald Marsham’s recent purchase came via a little help from the 
register and his Morris 997 Cooper was built in June 1962. It was 
finished in, perhaps, the most popular colours of Tartan red with a 
black roof. Although I have not seen the car myself, it all sounded 
good so the purchase went ahead of this recently restored car.

As with all website car registrations a photo or two of your car always 
adds to what is said about it. So don’t be shy please forward one or 
two photos of your car to me if you have not already done it.

Martin McCloskey sent a nice selection of photos of his 998 Cooper as 
it nears the end of its restoration. Registered LWY 158D, it is a Morris 
variant finished in Almond green with an old English white roof. Built 
on the 9th May 1966 and despatched the very next day, ten days later it 
was registered to Marcus Legge who owned the car until March 2012. 
LWY has some tasteful period modifications such as: twin fuel tanks, 
smaller leather steering wheel, rev counter, ‘S’ badges and Dunlop 4.5j 
reverse rim steel wheels. Although these wheels are similar to the ‘S’ 
type wheel of the same size they do have a different ‘offset’ and were 
only available as an aftermarket accessory. 997 and 998 Coopers were 
not offered with any optional wheels like the ‘S’ type was, so standard 
3.5j wheels were always fitted to the cars. 

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander
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Cooper Mk 2 Register

I would like to start this report by thanking Andrew Holley for 
getting in touch.  Andrew contacted me at the end of April about the 
prospective purchase of a MKII Cooper. I was able to confirm that 
the car had been on the register for a very long time and I am sure 
that helped Andrew make up his mind to buy the car.  He is now 
the proud owner UHM 986F a Morris MKII.  The previous owner 
purchased the car from Anglia Car Auction in 2011 and stored it 
in his garage until Andrew bought it off him.  The MOT certificate 
and mileage showing on the speedo backed this up.   The car is not 
quite standard being painted red with a white roof and white wheels.  
The roof has been returned to its original black and the wheel rims 
to silver by a highly recommended local restoration company. The 

Graham Robinson

Andrew Holley’s Morris Cooper
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be re-used. Hopefully, the mix of old and new will go well together. 
Kevin admits that using three different specialists on the car, plus his 
own time in stripping and cleaning the car has meant it has taken 
longer than he had anticipated to get done. But, hopefully, Kevin and 
Samantha are getting close to the end and looking forward to the 
car’s first official trip out in July and hopefully down to Castle Combe 
(spectating only) in August.  Kevin and Samantha have said that the 
advice and encouragement they received from various forums, 
including the MCR’s, has been a great help and resource from locating 
that difficult to source part (those damn plastic kick-strips!!) to 
general advice and debate on approaching different tasks.
 
Continuing on the theme of restorations, I recently got a call from 
Paul Moran asking if I could give him a valuation for his MKII Cooper. 
His car had attracted a lot of interest at a recent car show and many 
commented on how well the restoration had been carried out. Well, 
that’s down to Paul as it sound like he knows a thing or two about 
restoring a car. 

When Paul’s car was new it was sent to Downton for what must have 
been one of the first MKII conversions and it still displays the enamel 
on brass Downton badge on the boot lid.  Paul has told me a little 
bit about his car’s history and he thinks it was first owned by Rubery 
Owen Holdings.  If you know your motor sport then you will know 
that Rubery Owen were major shareholders and ultimately became 
the owners of BRM, the F1 race car team from the 50s, 60s and 70s.

However, I don’t usually do valuations because I am only an enthusiast 
and not a professional in the motor trade. When Paul mentioned 
what people thought it was worth I suggested he seek the help of a 
professional. With classic car values escalating, it is only a professional 
with the knowledge and experience of the market that can make an 
accurate assessment of a car’s value.  It is a very nice car as you will 

engine on the other hand is anything but standard. At some time in 
its life the car was sent to Richard Longman and it had the engine 
changed and up-rated to 1380cc with a Richard Longman GT6 
head fitted.  Luckily the previous owner supplied Andrew with an 
email stating what had been done to the engine by Longman. The 
performance is quite impressive but Andrew is concerned that not 
having a 1000cc engine under the bonnet will lessen its originality. Yes, 
it does in the eyes of the purist but it is still a MKII Cooper.  Believe 
me, I think I have lost count of the number of MKII Coopers fitted 
with something other than their original engine. By the time you 
read this I am sure Andrew will have fitted the few period extras he 
wanted to and is now enjoying his car.

Kevin and Samantha Robinson’s MKII restoration is gathering pace but 
not without issues, such as the poorly fitting door skin on the driver 
side.  Interestingly, most issues have been with new replacement 
parts and not with the refit of old ones.  A new door, which was not 
cheap, had the door skin located too far forward on the frame. This 
meant the door handle was at such an angle to the door skin that 
the exterior ‘button’ wouldn’t even fit under the end of the handle. 
In fact the end of the handle was almost on the door skin. Luckily, 
a bit of judicious and brave bending of the handle bar close to the 
handle itself, gave enough adjustment to swing the end of the handle 
out. Kevin really wishes he had made up all the locks etc on the door 
before it was prepared and painted.  Something for all prospective 
restorers to take note of. 

The gearbox was stripped and found to be in pretty good condition, 
apart from a baulk ring and lay shaft that was changed while the 
engine was apart.  The engine was checked and found to be in 
good condition however. Most of the interior has cleaned up well 
(sugar soap is the secret!) but the door cards were too shabby to 

Andrew’s Richard Longman prepared engine

Paul Moran’s Austin MKII Downton Cooper

Kevin & Samantha’s oily gearbox bits

Nice rear end shot of Andrew’s Cooper
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see from the accompanying photos.  I hope you have a chance to see 
it at a show near you over the summer. 

Well that’s about it for now. Thanks to everyone who has contacted 
me and please keep them coming.  

Until next month, happy Coopering. 

Graham Robinson

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

Last time I did say this might be a 
Bronze yellow month after a few 
Glacier white cars got a mention last 
month but I’m starting with a Glacier 
white car again.

CHW 198J was up for auction with 
Dorset Vintage and Classic Auctions. 
Built in February 1971 and originally 
registered ODR 537J, it seemed a 
potential bargain with a guide price 
of £6,000 to £7,000. However, a 
cursory look at the car would, quite 
probably, make one think it was 

simply a 1990s Mini with a Mk 3 ‘S’ 
identity attached to it as there were 

12” wheels, 1990s Rover Cooper seats and liners, a late 1980s 
onwards style brake servo under the bonnet and reproduction 
chassis and commission plates.

Despite all that damning evidence I don’t think it was quite that 
blatant. According to the auctioneer’s description the car had 
been re-shelled prior to 2002 using a replacement Cooper S shell 
and the shell in question did have a radiator cowling on it and a 
remote gear change hole. Additionally, there were also boot board 
brackets although one couldn’t tell if they were spot welded in 
situ. Invoices with the car totalled almost £20,000 and, as the car 
was sold for £8,140, it might well have been a bit of a bargain.

Simon Wheatcroft

Paul Moran’s MKII has the best bootlid badge you can have!

Dash board coming together nicely

CHW 198J with 12” wheels makes this Mk 3 S look much more modern

CHW198J also looking rather Rover Cooper like inside with ‘modern’ 
seats and linersInterior refit nearing completion
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Another car that has been sold is DRK 2J that I mentioned in the 
April issue of CooperWorld. This is a Bronze yellow car and an 
early one at that having been built in May 1970. The new owner 
has broken cover on the MCR forum and already has the original 
engine being checked over to see what work is required to 
rebuild it.

A couple of Flame red cars have also changed hands recently, 
both having been for sale for quite a while. The first was GJD 223J 
which I last saw at Beaulieu in 2013. The other is FRK 497J; this 
very tidy looking Flame red car built in January 1971, had been for 
sale for quite a while but, for some reason, seemed to be under 
the radar as it wasn’t on any of the usual classic car websites. 

What might well be a factory Black car with Geranium trim is, at 
the time of writing, listed on ebay. YKR 643J has, I think, been re-
registered at some time in its life as I have another YKR registered 
car on the register that has definitely been re-registered. 
Currently showing 55,000 miles it looks a nice original thing in the 
photographs on the listing. It does have the distinction of being the 
only Mk 3 ‘S’ built on 12th March 1971. It does apparently come 
with quite a bit of history and a number of old receipts, including 
the original hire purchase agreement which is always nice to have. 
Fitted with genuine Minilite wheels and a Britax sunroof, I’m a 
little surprised it hasn’t yet attracted a bid given the starting price 
of £17,500.

That’s all for this month

Simon Wheatcroft

The much more modern servo isn’t a good sign but the 
radiator cowling is

DRK as seen in Kettering with a fresh MOT earlier this year

FRK 497J looking very tidy. The new owner is, rightly, very pleased 
with the car

YKR 643J with its rather nice colour combination of black 
bodywork and Geranium trim

Easily remedied I know, but does GJD 223J have the ugliest set of 
wheel arches on a Mk 3 ‘S’ in the world?
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Rover Cooper Register

It is hard to believe that it is now four 
years since I took over the mantle as 
the MCR’s Rover Cooper Registrar. 
Time certainly flies and I was reminded 
of this when I received an enquiry from 
MCR member David Burgess who had 
recently acquired a Cooper Sport 500.

David’s immaculate car is number 
378 out of the last 500 and he wanted 
to know where he might be able to 
purchase a bespoke set of “378/500” 
decals, the likes of which have been 
quietly gaining popularity amongst the 
owners of these cars. To my surprise, 
it was in August 2012 that I originally 

profiled the Cooper Sport 500, so an update is long overdue.

Until recently, no production Rover Mini had achieved a sum greater 
than £20,000, but all that changed in late June when a fastidiously 
maintained 68 mile Cooper Sport 500 was sold by Richard Williams 
Minis for £24,995 within days of being advertised. A pristine 45,000 
mile Tahiti Blue example was also recently sold for £12,295 - strong 
money considering the higher mileage.

The Cooper Sport 500 Register is now run by Andrew Mynott, 
and their website, www.coopersport500register.co.uk, is a must for 
enthusiasts of this limited edition car. So far, 336 Cooper Sport 500s 
have been traced and the Register has even obtained and published 
a production breakdown of the four factory colours across all 500 
cars, as tabulated below:

VIN Paint 
Code

Body Colour
& Paint Codes

Roof Colour
& Paint Codes

No. Built

WNR Solar Red
CMU (BLVC 1278)

Platinum Silver
MNX (BLVC 1209)

110

WNS British Racing 
Green 3
HFF (BLVC 1279)

Platinum Silver
MNX (BLVC 1209)

154

WNU Anthracite (Black)
LQW (BLVC 1266)

Platinum Silver
MNX (BLVC 1209)

108

WOJ Tahiti Blue
JRJ (BLVC 965)

Platinum Silver
MNX (BLVC 1209)

128

Unlike all of Rover’s previous limited edition Minis, which always 
sported distinctive colour schemes and special interior trim, the 
Cooper Sport 500, being the end of the line, was very much a 
shoe string creation, using up whatever stocks were available. 
Indeed, such was the tightness of the production budget, that 
the only distinguishing feature separating a Cooper Sport 500 
from an ordinary post February 2000 Cooper Sport, is a frosted 

John Parnell

chromed oblong commemorative plaque attached to the inside 
of the passenger glove box lid. As values of pristine examples 
continue to rise, the Cooper Sport 500 Register is becoming 
increasingly concerned about fake plaques and cars being stolen. 
To date, twenty-five are known to have disappeared, never to 
be recovered, while a further three cars have been shown to be 
mis-described. 

Probably the biggest misconception is the belief that any Cooper 
Sport bought or registered in 2001 or later, has to be a `500’. In 
truth, because the Cooper Sport 500 was so poorly marketed (many 
dealers were ignorant of it), lots of Mini enthusiasts bought cars late 
in 2000 or 2001 in the honest belief that theirs had to be one of the 
last made. Our own Peter Laidler, who is no fool, thought the very 
same when he acquired his car in 2001, completely unaware that the 
genuine article has a plaque inside. His didn’t.

So, what should a wised-up would be buyer of a Cooper Sport 500 
expect?

1. Like other Cooper Sport models of the period, the external 
features of the Cooper Sport 500 included four auxiliary grille-
mounted lights (two fog and two spot), 13 inch sports alloy wheels 
- complete with 175/50 R13 low profile tyres - wide body-coloured 
wheel arch extensions, Platinum silver bonnet stripes with matching 
body waistline coach lines and rear quarter `Mini Cooper’ laurel 
decals,  a chrome `Cooper Sport’ badge on the right-hand side of 
the boot lid, chrome `GB’ letters on the left-hand side of the boot 
lid, green `Mini ‘ inserts to the bonnet and boot lid badges and 
wheel centres finished at the rear with a chrome exhaust tail pipe 
finisher. The windscreen wipers are finished in satin black, as is the 
roof-mounted radio aerial. The spare wheel is a steel rim.

2. They were only available in right hand drive.

3. Each had a high level stop lamp mounted on the rear parcel shelf. 
These were introduced at chassis (VIN) 187532 and would have 
been installed in other late production Minis as well as the last 500.

4. The commemorative plaque inside the glove box lid bears the 
inscription: ‘This Mini is one of the last 500 built to the original Sir 
Alec Issigonis design’.

5. The car’s body colour and paint code on the chassis (VIN) plate 
should correspond to one of the four in the above table.  

6. The chassis (VIN) plate trim code should be `WNP’ which 
denotes a black interior with nickel silver seat facing inserts. 

7. Other interior features include: polished alloy door furniture, a 
mock turned-alloy dashboard fascia set with six dials with cream 
faces, a Philips R660 radio cassette player (or optional Blaupunkt 
CD43 stereo radio/single CD player), duotone leather-rimmed 
steering wheel to match the seats and an alloy gear knob with five 
socket-head fixing screws.
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8. The chassis (VIN) prefix should be: SAXXNPAZE1D denoting a 
2001 model year (M/Y) vehicle.

9. The chassis (VIN) should fall within the range 188177 to 188676 
inclusive.  

10. The chassis (VIN) etched on the lower left-hand corner of the 
rear windscreen should exactly match the one reverse-stamped into 
the under bonnet VIN plate, and correspond to the VIN printed on 
the V5C registration logbook, MOT certificate and original bill of 
sale, if present.

11. Each car came with a certificate of authenticity printed with the 
car’s chassis (VIN) and signed by John Cooper and Kevin Howe. 
Again, the details should match those on the car.

12. The Mini merchandise pack that came with each car typically 
consisted of Cooper Sport 500 shoulder bag, plus a Mini branded 
baseball cap, sweatshirt, and tee-shirt.
I would appreciate it if owners would notify me of exactly what was 
in their gift pack bag. For example, did it also include sales literature?

13. Like so many sought after limited editions, the value is often 
in what comes with the car. The example above that sold for 
£24,995 came fully serviced with a fresh MOT, its original bill of 
sale, unmolested merchandise pack, the authentication certificate, 
a factory build sheet, unused tool kit, purchase correspondence, 
original sales literature, a fully complete owner’s handbook wallet, 
and both sets of keys.

14. Confirmation of the car’s identity via the Cooper Sport 500 
Register is recommended. They charge no membership fee, relying 
instead on voluntary donations. The Register exists to promote 
and track the existence of Cooper Sport 500s and to bring owners 
together at events. Apart from offering a much valued free 
authentication service (contact: minicoopersport500@yahoo.co.uk), 
they also provide free technical advice downloads and a range of 
quality merchandise, including the numbered body decals that were 
the object of David Burgess’s enquiry at the start of this report.   

Registrar’s Comment
  
In physical terms, the Cooper Sport 500 owes its authenticity 
to nothing more than a small commemorative plaque.... and 
a certificate. Given such tenuous evidence, and the scope for 
misrepresentation (accidental or otherwise), the only safeguards 
are the details of the chassis (VIN) range itself and the willingness of 
clubs, like the MCR, to arm their members with the knowledge to 
spot when something isn’t right. 

Back to the beginning...

While many Rover Cooper enthusiasts will be aware of the four red 
RSP publicity cars: G361 CVC...G364 CVC, one of which  made a 
welcome appearance at Beaulieu this year, not so well known are 
some of the other early and pre production cars that spent the first 
part of their lives as development vehicles. 

Roger Hunt has recently acquired one such vehicle, H110 MOF, 
the second RSP built which was also the third assembly track car. 
The very first assembly track production Rover Cooper was a 
Mainstream car. Originally registered as H633 LOH, it is better 
known as H15 FUN, for many years the flagship test and publicity 
vehicle owned by John Cooper Garages (JCG). While I have the 
chassis (VIN) and engine details of the first assembly track RSP 
Rover Cooper, I have no registration number for it. What I do 
know is that it was red with a white roof and was built as right 
hand drive. My guess is that it will either have `LOH’ or `MOF’ 
as the last three digits of its registration. Before someone puts 
fingers to keyboard in response, I am not referring to H106 MOF. 
That particular car was the first `Methods Build’ pre-production 
RSP, and was followed by two Japanese spec Mainstream 
Coopers, one RHD (red with a white roof), and the other LHD 
(white with a black roof). Does anyone know what became of 
these two vehicles?

H110 MOF was one of the John Cooper conversion prototypes and 
carries the conversion plate 0001/C-S.  This is the fifth such 1275cc 
development car I have come across with a “0001” designation. Each 
one served a different purpose as a test bed vehicle by Rover, working 
in conjunction with JCG, who carried out the necessary engine, chassis, 
and running gear modifications. As the number of test cars grew, JCG 
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was stunning in refinement. I wasn’t the only admirer; overnight 
the car had been stolen, never to be seen again, so my photo 
opportunity was lost as well. I recall reading about the theft the 
next week in the local paper.

As a result, the car I’m reporting on is the replacement 
demonstrator which has just about all the goodies that could be 
added. The total cost of converting the car in 1991 was £32,000, 
what would that be in today’s money? Like the first car, the shell 
was de-seamed, an electric tilt/slide sun-roof installed and flared 

started to distinguish each one by inserting alphabetical identifiers. So 
far, the early 1275cc test vehicle list looks like this:
  
  ?  C734 SWV (Mayfair)
0001/P-S G828 MGK (Mayfair)
0001/S  H15 FUN (Mainstream)
0001/A-S H620 LOH (Mainstream)
0001/B-S H624 LOH (Mainstream)
0001/C-S H110 MOF (RSP) 

I have been unable to ascertain if C734 SWV carries a conversion 
plate, but have included it in the table because of its John Cooper 
connection and pre-production status.

Four of the above cars are still very much with us in the UK. As for 
the other two, H15 FUN, or the car that once carried that illustrious 
registration, now resides in South Africa. H624 LOH, which was 
featured in the August 2001 issue of Mini World, in the then 
ownership of Charles Shearn, seems to have disappeared off the 
DVLA radar. Does anyone know its whereabouts?

By the time you read this I hope to have the details of yet another 
pre-production prototype Rover Cooper. More of which in a future 
report.

Until next month...

Have an enjoyable September

John Parnell 

Margrave as found

Luxury leather interior

Electric sun roof

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

The Coach built car featured this month 
was the replacement for a similar car 
W&P produced six months earlier.

The story begins back in 1991 when 
I was passing a customer’s house in 
Cricklewood North West London and 
spotted J822 HPB. At that time I was 
unaware that my customer’s son was 
Marc Eden, who was a co-director at 
W&P in Ruislip along with MD Mike 
Bush and director Mike Fernandes. 
I planned to visit the address the 
following day to take some photos of 
the car.

The original car from memory, had a 
de-seamed body, except for the side roof gutters, and was painted 
in a deep Smokey shade of silver metallic. The interior was fully 
loaded with all the usual leather and wood veneer and it was 
obvious that the conversion had just been finished as the result 

Steve Burkinshaw
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in wheel arch extensions added before the repaint in the classic 
colour, Rolls-Royce Regal red. As a point of interest, back in the 
sixties, Rolls-Royce would only sell the Regal red cellulose to 
registered owners with that colour on their car. The mixture was 
very expensive, the vivid red pigment was derived from the blood 
of crushed beetles (not those Beatles!) and I’m not making it up!

Twin tanks and old style bumpers

Fully carpeted boot

Avonbar 1380cc engine and 5 speed gearbox

The interior was finished in cream leather with red piping, deep-
pile red carpets complimenting the deep red leather covered 
dash. All the VDO instruments had black bezels set against a dark 
and shiny walnut veneer and Italovanti supplied the wood-rimmed 
steering wheel. Evidence still remains in the car where the air con 
controls were originally fitted and where the compressor under 
the bonnet went is anyone’s guess. The Recaro seats with fish-
net headrests look like new, and an additional extra they could 
have added to the seats would have been electrical adjustment. 
The doors have electric windows although by 1991 no quarter 
lights. A neat addition to the doors was the installation of leather 
covered Metro door pockets. A right-hand tank had been fitted 
and trimmed in red carpet to match the standard tank and 
carpeted boot board.

It goes without saying that, as a demo car, its performance had 
to match its looks so here no expense was spared. Avonbar 
supplied and fitted a 1380cc lightened and balanced engine with 
modded cam and flywheel. The carburettors were replaced with 
the recently developed Weber Alpha fuel injection system and all 
this sat on top of a newly inspired Jack Knight five-speed helical 
gearbox. Hi-lo suspension was fitted all round with negative 
camber front and rear and Koni shock absorbers set the car at a 
nice ride height finishing it off with colour coded polished 12x5.5 
inch alloys rims.

About eighteen years ago, the car’s last owner, Paul Rostill, 
swopped his 1989 ERA Mini for J882 HPB and only used it for a 
year or two before it was stored for the last seventeen years in 
his dry garage. The total mileage is now just over 19,000 miles 
and, although the body work and interior are immaculate, the 
mechanical areas and chrome items require some attention. I’m 
looking forward to reviewing this unique Mini again once all the 
remedial work is done.

And just to finish, fellow registrar, John Parnell, pointed out that 
Wood and Pickett listed Weathershields sun roofs in addition to 
Webasto ones more commonly used on coach built cars. The 
black 1275 GT Margrave, YTF 531T I reported on in July, may, 
indeed, have had its Weathershield sun roof fitted at the time of its 
build in 1978. 

Please have a look at the photos of this month’s featured car.

Steve Burkinshaw

Mini Super Register

I had written a couple of months ago 
of Rob Mc Shane’s red and black Super 
and how lucky it was for it to have been 
rescued and restored regardless of its 
poor condition. Rob has not been alone 
in his dedication to save a Mini Super. 

Member Paul Smith had decided he 
wanted to own a racing Mini. Around 
four years ago Paul’s wife mentioned that 
an ex-work colleague’s husband had an 
old Morris Mini in his garage which he 
intended to restore for his wife, but had 
given up on the idea and thus the car 
might be up for sale. Paul went round to 

view the car and found it to be an absolute wreck, having not been on 
the road since the late 1970s but he purchased it anyway.

Paul took a number of photos and posted them on the Mk1 
Performance and Conversions forum, the well-known and 
splendid Mini enthusiasts’ website. Unfortunately, the reaction he 
received was not quite what he expected. Many people pointed 
out that the car could well be a Mini Super and this I confirmed. In 

Garry Dickens



Mini Cooper Register | 51

REGISTERS

fact it is a very late Super, having been built in the last batch of UK 
cars in October 1962. It is the second latest Morris in my register.

Paul realised now that the car was special and should be rebuilt 
properly. So, he changed his initial plans to build a racing car 
dedicating his efforts and finances instead to restoring the Super 
correctly in order to achieve an extremely high standard. During 
the next few weeks his spare time was taken up by stripping the car 
completely and labelling all the parts, carefully ensuring nothing was 
discarded. The car was put to one side for a couple of months while a 
plan of action and expenditure were formed.

First, the car was acid-dipped. This revealed panel-work in an even 
worse state than was previously apparent, with many very poor repairs 
hidden behind 1970s-style bodges. Over the next couple of years a 
new ‘Mini Machine’ floor; boot floor and rear bins were fitted, whilst 
bracing the body to ensure perfect panel-fit. Repairs were made to the 
windscreen section and to the original rear valance. Replacement doors 
and boot lid were sourced and then the car went off to a local paint shop. 

Unfortunately, this was not a good experience for Paul as the body 
shop went into liquidation! It then took Paul around eight months of 
struggling to get the car back. He then found not much work had been 
done and that which had needed to be re-done again. So, the body was 
then taken to Old Skool Minis to be prepared and painted in its original 
Surf blue with Old English white roof including, the under bonnet area 
and the underside which was also stone chip protected. It was then 
rubbed down to achieve a smooth finish. Old Skool Minis then rebuilt 
the car to the very high standard Paul required. 

Meanwhile, having done his research, Paul spent his time sourcing all the 
rare and valuable ‘Super’ parts that he would need in order to rebuild 
the car correctly. The grille had two of the vertical bars missing but Paul 

Coming on well

Looking Good

Paul’s car as found

Strip-down started

Past the point of no return!
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discovered that the profile of the Morris clip-on bars is exactly the same 
as many side trims fitted to various BMC cars of the sixties. So Paul was 
able to source one and cut it down to the two sizes he needed. He 
managed to source a pair of five stud bumpers and then had these re-
chromed along with the original grille, side front window surrounds and 
a few other pieces at the same time. A full set of N.O.S stainless steel 
wheel arch trims were bought from Canada; Paul would not reveal how 
much he paid for them, simply stating ‘the cost was obscene’! Many of 
the rarer items were obtained from the ever helpful Nick Rogers, who 
also overhauled the speedometer for Paul. 

The mechanical parts all underwent an overhaul, with the engine being 
bored to +40 and the head modified to take unleaded fuel. The gearbox 
was overhauled as necessary. The front subframe was shot-blasted and 
overhauled but the rear subframe had to be replaced. The brakes were 
upgraded to a twin leading shoe set up - a common safety modification. 
The master cylinders were replaced with correct N.O.S items.

Paul wanted to get the car running for Beaulieu. He was unable to 
obtain in time a set of hub-caps in acceptable condition so opted for 
a sexy set of reverse-rims with centre caps as a temporary measure. 
They were then fitted up with Dunlop Sp radial tyres. 

The interior was original albeit a little tired and covered in glue that 
would not clean up to the high standard set by Paul. So a new interior 
from Newton Commercial was fitted with the original put to one side.

Although not entirely finished, the car was taken to Beaulieu in June 
this year as planned, to appear with the other Supers on display. At 
the time of writing the car should be virtually completed; next year it 
might even be entered in the Concours!

Finally, my usual request: if you own, have owned, know the 
whereabouts of or have any stories involving a Super, please get in 
touch, even if the poor little car no longer exists.

Garry Dickens

Paul’s Super at Beaulieu

Chrome eyeball vent

GT steering wheel

1275GT Register

Our register has a total of 40 cars 
listed and, based on the published 
production figures of 110,673 cars, 
we can certainly consider our GTs to 
be very rare beasts. Cars from the 
entire 10 years of production feature 
in the register.

What is harder to establish is how 
many GTs are left in total, i.e. taxed and 
sorned cars. Sites like ‘how many left’ 
seem to have statistics that are hard 
to interpret, with four manufacturers 
listed as Austin, Austin Morris, Leyland 
Cars and Morris for the 1275GT.Alan Clark

What can certainly be determined is the rarity of GTs at car events; 
I recently attended the BMC/Leyland Day at the Gaydon Heritage 
Centre where the only two GTs at the show ground were my car and 
my friend Alan Pavier’s Blue GT.

On the plus side, any brave soul taking on a GT restoration can look 
forward to better availability of some of the unique parts that, for a 
long time, were hard to come by such as the front bumpers and front 
indicator/sidelight assemblies, although I have heard mixed reports on 
the quality of the bumpers.

Back in 1990 as I was completing my initial restoration on my GT, 
I was lucky enough to find a NOS front bumper in a BL/Rover 
dealership, perhaps I should have just kept it as an investment, but 
chose to fit it only to have it bent out of shape in a domestic parking 
incident on my drive way. Thankfully, however, it did not result in 
divorce proceedings!

One key item that I have never seen in many years of searching is an 
early three spoke steering wheel, with the leather cover and the silver 
inserts in the spokes, complete with the GT centre badge. It pains me 
to think of how many of these were junked for a ‘sporty’ little number 
from Mountney and the like. I will admit to this misdemeanour too, 
but I can redeem myself by the fact I stashed away the original steering 
wheel safely in the loft although the condition of the wheel is less than 
perfect, a little patina on a classic has a great appeal for me.
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Front door window seals, the ones that go on the top of the 
door edges, were a problem for me. Unfortunately, the available 
new replacements are not a good equivalent and so I undertook 
to restore mine with new rubber strips for the outers and new 
fibre brush type strips for the inners. A very fiddly job but it was 
ultimately worthwhile.

To round up the subject of hard to find items, my quest goes on to 
find a pair of good chrome finish eyeball vents since many years of 
auto jumble rummaging has only ever turned up the black plastic 
finish types. Earlier this year a single one did appear on a popular 
internet auction site; it was new but just a single side, the seller was 
looking for £45. I probably would have paid twice that for a pair, but 
the frustration of having one but never finding a partner for it held 
back my bidding for it.

The lesson learned by all this is, if in doubt keep it, as you never know 
what will be the rare gem of the future.

I’m always on the lookout for interesting cars we can feature, in any 
condition, so if you want to share your GT story I’ll be happy to get 
it in print.

Alan Clark

David Young

New MINI Cooper Register

We start with headline news from 
BMW Plant Oxford:

•  MINI 3-door Hatch wins Best   
  Premium Small Car at Auto Express  
  magazine’s annual New Car Awards

• Steve Fowler, editor-in-chief at Auto  
  Express says: “few cars have the   
  charm of a MINI either behind   
  the wheel or anywhere in fact.”
 

The MINI Cooper 3-door Hatch has 
been awarded Best Premium Small 
Car by Auto Express at the magazine’s 
annual New Car Awards. In the year 
of its launch to date, 6,444 examples 

of this new model have been delivered to UK customers, proving that 
there really is a MINI Hatch for everyone. Worldwide sales year to 
date of the MINI 3-door Hatch have grown over 16% year on year, 
highlighting the continued and growing popularity of this important 
model for the MINI brand.

In September 2014, the MINI 3-door Hatch was, for the first time, 
joined by a larger 5-door sibling. Sporting two extra rear doors, 
improved rear legroom, a practical third rear seat and a larger boot, 
MINI 5-door Hatch has been a runaway success. 

The Modern MINI seems to be going from strength to strength. Clearly, 
the name lives on as does the ‘go kart’ like handling, although I must say 
the price of a plain MINI in my personal opinion is too high starting at 
£14,000.  A base model is needed if the cars are to be bought by new 
drivers and youngsters alike but MINI seem to be intent of making a 
premium car at a premium price. I guess affordability is not an issue for 
them while they have full order books. I think that they need to pitch a 
car at the £200 per month mark with a small deposit on a 4 year term.

The new F56 JCW has yet to appear with a manual gearbox, so I will 
reserve judgement on that. In my opinion the premium for the Steptronic 
gearbox is too high for a sports car though I must say it is very slick. I will 
try one out as soon as they are in production - well my local dealer says I 
can! Currently I favour a Cooper ‘S’ with the JCW sport pack fitted, this 
includes decals, exhaust tips (from the Challenge 210 model), side, front 
and rear aero, and maybe bigger brakes. You are then free to get the 
ECU mapped to your own requirements. Dream On!

It is good to see that a number of MINI dealers are, at last, supporting 
individual race cars in the MINI Challenge, with Cooper Chandlers 
and Halliwell Jones all providing support of one kind or another.  
MINI UK are also supporting the UK MINI Challenge corporately but 
details are still being kept close to their chests!

A small mention for my good friends at Sussex Road & Race who are 
based in Littlehampton. Kevin Fulbrook is the owner, he used to be the 
Chief Technician at John Cooper Works and he, along with his son Josh, 
have an able work force who are all fully trained mechanics that specialise 
in Minis, MINIs and Mokes of all shapes and sizes. Last week they had 3 
GP1s, 1 GP2, 4 ‘Ss’ a Mk2 Cooper ‘S’ to die for along with 2 Rover Minis 
that had the Cooper S packs fitted. All as work in progress. Kevin is very 
keenly priced and will give MCR members a 10% discount. He can do 
anything Mini related from full engine rebuilds, sub frame changes to a 
quick tune up. His details are in the adverts at the back of the magazine.

Do please let me know the kind of things you wish me to cover in the 
New MINI register. I will do my best to explore any ideas and report 
back. I just wish people would stop calling the marque ‘New’; we are 
now in the 12th year of production and at the 3rd Generation. In classic 
terms that is the Rover Cooper era, but only the F56 can be called new. 

Until next month!

David Young

New and original window seal trim

Side light indicator
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Derbyshire &           
  Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Monday of 
the Month

Bluebell Inn (A 515) DE6 1NH Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com
Frank Willis 07743 577344
frankmwillis@gmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

The Park Gate Inn, Ashford Road, Hollingbourne, Maidstone 
ME17 1PG

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke
01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr
01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, 
near Chester-le-Street, just off Junction 63 on the A1M. 
DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049
0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

Scotland Sunday 29th March  
At noon

The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel.             
Edinburgh eh28 8lx

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region First Thursday  At 7.30 Greyhound Inn, Pettistree, Nr Wickham Market IP13 0HP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 
01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

The New Queen Pub  Ringwood Road, Avon, Christchurch, 
Dorset BH23 7BG

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

James Harrison 07973 952 552
yorkshire1973@hotmail.com

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Kent Region

After we were forced to postpone the Champagne Run planned for the 4th 
and 5th  July this year, we have now managed to secure a new date for the 
run of the 2nd and 3rd  July 2016 and all previous bookings remain valid. 
We hope everyone can make it on this one.

Something we are not great at in Kent is bringing our Minis to the pub 
meetings. We do try at least once a year to make a concerted effort, and 
this year it was the July meeting. It was lovely to see so many cars that in 
fact we couldn’t get them all in one photo as you will see! 

For August we have decided to bring photos of previous Minis or old 
pictures of our current cars. Hopefully a few laughs and memories to follow 
as a result.

The region attended the Bearsted Green Classic Car Show on the 19th July, 
the first time for many of us. It was a delightful show with lots of stunning 
cars, some very high value ones too. Well done to Paul Winter for best post war car. It was against some stiff opposition and it just shows that our 
Coopers can still hold their own against the Jags and Ferraris. All in all, a lovely club social day out which is what it’s all about in our eyes.
We are currently busy organising the Ham Sandwich Run but we will have a full report on it next month.

Monthly Meetings & Dates 2015
We meet at The Park Gate Inn, Ashford 
Road, Hollingbourne, Maidstone ME17 
1PG. 2nd Wednesday of each month at 
7.30pm. Next meeting is 9th September. 
See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent 
at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   
   

Mid Staffs Region

CHICKEN SHED WINS CONCOURS!

At last a Mini has won our annual ‘Car you would most like to take 
home’ informal concours. The result was somewhat unexpected 
because on arrival for the July meeting, Ian Potter’s Moke had a large 
cardboard box on the back seats containing a number of chickens! 
He had left home in his equally delightful Minivan, but ran into 
problems a short distance into the journey so he returned home 
and picked up his Moke. On the way to Stone he had to pick up 
some chickens, before continuing onto our regular meeting for July. 
A strong line up of Minis featured at this year’s competition. Nick 
Hunter brought along his newly acquired Vortz R, Paul Hobson his 
modified Mini Super and Don Mitchell his 997 Cooper. Don’s car was 
featured in a recent issue of Classic and Sports Car magazine (and 
CooperWorld!) and was on display at the London Classic car show as 
part of a celebration of the cars that featured in Adrian Newey’s life. 
As the Mini Cooper which Adrian’s father owned was an S, Don’s car 
was temporarily badged as an ‘S’. 
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Paul Hobson’s Mini Super Nick Hunter’s Vortz R Ian Potter’s 
‘chicken shed’ Moke and Don Mitchell’s Cooper
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Anyway, back to our concours. The competition ranged from a 1967 Ford 
Galaxy to a Mercedes SLS; from a Mk2 Ford Mexico to an Aston Martin 
DB7. So, there was something for everyone to fancy in their garage. The 
runner up spot was shared by a 60 plate Mercedes SLS and a supercharged 
MGA, but at last a Mini in the form of Ian Potter’s Mini Moke won the bottle 
of wine and the ‘Car most people would like to take home with them’ title 
for 2015. It’s not a car that is only occasionally used either, for two days 
later it took part in the HRCR North West mid-week tour which ran across 
the Peak District and Staffordshire Moorlands and which unfortunately took 
place in pouring rain. The following evening it was all polished up again for a 
Carole Nash Cherished Car Insurance pub meeting at Weston on Trent near 
Donington Park.

Our future events include the Autumn Tour on Saturday October 10th 
which will include breakfast, morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea in the 
price of the entry fee. The route (at the time of writing this) is in the final 
stages of being planned before sending to the various RLO’s for comment. If anyone 
outside the region wants details, then please get in touch.

That’s all for this month, but remember the Mid Staffs Region meets on the first Monday 
in the month at the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone, ST15 0PX. All Minis and 
MINIs are welcome.

Pete Cresswell
01785 760211
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com    

Suffolk Region

We had four cars to Beaulieu this year and it was a great show with the weather getting back 
to its best for the day. It was Steve Burch’s turn to have trouble on the run to Beaulieu with a 
strange noise coming from the front end crossing the Queen Elizabeth Bridge! We all managed 
to pull into the left side just after where the bridge tolls were and discovered loose wheel nuts 
on the front wheels of Steve’s car. That was soon put right but we had to take the slip road to 
the left and, at noon on a Saturday with gridlock in that area, it took us approx 30 minutes to do 
500yds and get back onto the M25! 

However, Steve’s problems were not over as on Sunday morning we had to push start 
his usually very reliable Innocenti to get it to the show. We soon found it required a new 
alternator which luckily was purchased from Mini Sport. So, thank you Mini Sport for being 
there and the alternator was then fitted on the grass car park by willing hands (see photo). I 
am not going to bore you with my problems on the way home, perhaps another time when I 
have had the time to recover from them!

By the time you read this we should have been to Helmingham Hall, Suffolk’s best attended classic and sports car show where we will have a MCR stand, and 
have our recently purchased new Gazebo on display. After that we have Stonham Barns Classic Car show on 16th August followed by a run to a local pub for 
food. Next club meeting will be on Thursday the 3rd Sept at the Greyhound Inn Pettistree where we would like to welcome any new Suffolk members.
 
Ian MacPherson   

Warwickshire Region

Although the Heritage Museum at Gaydon is in our region, I am not a 
fan of events held there usually, but in July I was there two weekends 
in a row.

The first event was the BMC and Leyland Show which was organised 
by the Museum.  I had to pay to enter the event, usually you only need 
to do this if you want to visit inside the museum.  Every weekend 
seems to be full of motoring events and I must admit to being surprised 
at seeing such a large number of Minis being displayed at this one.  
However, there were just three traders, yes three! They had been 
located at the far end of the show area with little footfall as the entry 
ticket allowed visitors to pass through the Museum for refreshments 
and toilets.

After an hour or so, including a trip into the museum or the indoor car 
park, I made my way home.  A couple of cars in the show caught my eye; 
although not Minis, they did have ‘A’ series engines though.  The first was 
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Ian Potter’s Moke at the start of the HRCR mid week tour

BMC/Leyland Day Gaydon – Lord Mountbatten’s Mini Traveller

Too good for chickens!

Jack Gray changing Steve’s alternator at Beaulieu
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an immaculate Morris Minor Traveller which had been converted into a hearse; 
maybe a Mini enthusiast could coach build a Mini Woody traveller to transport 
us on our final road journey.  Yet another Morris Minor caught my eye as it had a 
Stewart & Arden dealer plate on the bulkhead and the standard of the restoration 
was excellent.  The 1959 Register and Mini Traveller & Countryman Register 
had displays at the show and there were several local Mini Clubs present.  Barry 
Chipman’s Mk3 and Nick Hunter’s Cooper S both looked good, as did all the 
Minis at the show.

Inside the museum, AJB 44B looked very lonely on the Monte Carlo display 
and I didn’t see an explanation as to where the other two Monte cars were.  I 
did, however, have a look at the James Hull collection display of 16 cars which 
included a Woody Traveller once owned by Lord Mountbatten.  Jaguar Land 
Rover acquired the collection which included 140 Jaguars, each with a history.

As an aside, while I was on holiday in Montana in June, I visited two motoring 
museums and was impressed with the cleanliness and layout of the first which 
contrasted with the Steptoe yard appearance of the second which had two Austin 
cars on display, an Atlantic and a Metropolitan.   The first museum had Ford V8 cars 
that were displayed in date order with small display panels containing just enough 
text to identify each car and its history.  Maybe the Heritage Museum at Gaydon 
could use some of the Lottery money they have just received to improve the 
standard of their display material.

This year is a big year for RSP owners as they celebrate 25 years since the launch of 
the car on 10th July 1990.  After the display at Beaulieu, no less than 30 examples 
arrived at Gaydon so that their owners could enjoy a hearty breakfast before setting 
off across country to the Kimbolton Country Fayre show, an annual event which 
attracts around 800 classic cars and many Mini owners.  The RSP Anniversary event 
was organised by Roger Hunt. This time, I did not have to pay for entry to Gaydon!  I 
did take a lot of pictures though.  Unfortunately, I did not get to meet Dean Davis who 
created the RSP Register many years ago before handing over to Roger Hunt.  The 
first to arrive at Gaydon was Mick Rowley of Warwickshire region in his RSP.

As I have said before, several members of the region also belong to the Redditch & 
District car club who ran their Lavender Run event on 19th July. Please see my report 
elsewhere in the magazine.

Don’t forget that the Region meets on the 4th Wednesday each month at the Houndshill 
Inn, Ettington at 8pm.  I look forward to seeing you there.

Cliff Porter   

Worcester Region

One of the Worchester Region’s Mini Cooper Register members, Dave 
Coulson, will be 80 years of age on the 19th August 2015.He is also a 
member of Merciaminis, which is jointly run with the Cooper Register. 
Dave also worked for BMC at Longbridge on the maintenance of the Mini 
factory line working on night shifts. He also owned many Minis over the 
years.

So, from both clubs we all want to wish him a very Happy 80th and many 
more happy years driving his Minis.

                                                
Many Thanks

                                                     
Mick Rowley 

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Rare Radford converted Mini Estate

RSP Minis celebrating their 25th birthday at 
the Heritage Centre Gaydon

Nicely turned out Mk 3 Mini

One of the 30 RSP Minis celebrating 25 years 
since production

Morris Minor Hearse!

Morris Minor Supplied new by 
London dealership Stewart & Arden

Dave Coulson
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Cars for sale

1971 Austin Mini Cooper S Mk 3 garaged from new. 
No accidents and one owner.
The only modification is a Richard Longman cylinder head with 
hardened valves and valve seats.
Odometer reads 91,406 miles.
Location Ireland. Price £22,500 pounds. Email : viva57@shaw.ca

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.
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MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine
for Mini owners worldwide.

WWW.MINIMAG.CO.UK

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 
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ORIGINAL AND GREATEST MAGAZINE FOR THE MINI

www.miniworld.co.uk 
Subscription hotline: Tel: 01959 541444 

MiniWorld is proud to support
the Mini Cooper Register.
Find stunning feature cars
and informative historical

articles in every issue.



Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm.*Terms and conditions apply, call for details. †Based on an average customer, saving 28% when compared to buying three separate 
Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MG Midget.^Voucher Offer must be quoted at time of 
purchase, terms and conditions apply. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

UP TO 25% 
CLUB MEMBER
DISCOUNT*

IT PAYS TO
BE IN A 
CLUB, MAN

Insurance Worth Shouting About

Vsit us online at cherished.carolenash.com
Classic  |  Specialist  |  Camper Van  |  Military  |  Performance

0800 083 6302

YOU COULD

SAVE
28%
IF YOU INSURE MORE THAN 
ONE CLASSIC VEHICLE WITH 
A MULTI-CLASSIC POLICY† 

Of

� cial Sponsor of:

•  FREE and Simple Agreed Value*
• Talk to an expert in our UK CALL CENTRE
•  Pick a SPECIALIST REPAIRER of your choice
•   Up to £100,000 LEGAL PROTECTION if you’re in an accident 

that’s not your fault
•  UK & EU breakdown WORTH OVER  £100 - includes Homestart
• EUROPEAN COVER up to 90 days*
•  Salvage Retention Rights*
ALSO AVAILABLE
•  Laid up cover • Spare Parts Cover • Wedding cover • Track Day Cover  


