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Plastic Interior Mirrors

Door Mirrors - pre ‘80s

Door Mirrors - ‘80s on

Mk1/2 Washer Jets

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Lightweight Large 
Impeller Water Pump 
-  with Three Year Guarantee
GWP134EVO, GWP187EVO & GWP188EVO £18.90
5 port alloy head - Road C-AHT347 . . Coming Soon
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1947.89
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2340.00

We stock all standard and performance parts
1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1090.28
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £189.60
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . exchange £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps . . from £15.83 to CNC race type £101.26
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Comprehensive range of 
road/rally/race gearbox parts 
including 5 speed gearbox and 
Evolution diffs. Only RHP and 
top quality bearings stocked. 
No cheap imports that fall apart!
Original market leading Evo crosspin diff 
Over 3,000 sold since 1994 .C-AJJ3385  . .£163.39
Competition baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . . . . . .£23.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

Clutches & Flywheels

AP clutch road and race
plus flywheel
Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £48.60
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . . £20.40
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £89.10
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £12.30
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355 . . . . . . . . . £18.28
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

WHITE

£30.30

Each

£4.20

As fitted from 1964 on
Grey 24A1750 £29.40
White24A2110 £30.30

Original pre ‘80s door mirrors. 
Flat glass, stainless steel head
Right hand - GAM215A £17.16 each 
Left hand - GAM216A £17.16 each
Also fits later cars using 
M90999 fitting kit £3.00

Original white backed type as 
fitted to post 1994 Minis. 
Pair £36.00 Order as GS25320
Black also available. Order as GS25319. Pair £30.62
All mirrors available separately

£17.16

GREY

£29.40

PAIR

£36.00

KYB/Kayaba Dampers
Std premium damper  . . . .each £14.78
Super gas damper 25%+ 
upgrade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each £24.01
KYB/Kayaba self-adj. gas shock £29.40
available only from us at a special price
for a set of 4 (Part MSSK3015)£108.00

Mini Spares Dampers
Mini Spares 28 point adjustables 
- front or rear

GAZ Dampers
Bump & rebound adjustable - front or rear

EACH

£46.20
EACH

£44.40

G-MAX Gas Dampers
Front or rear  . . . . . . . . . . .each £21.80
Bilstein B4 Dampers
Front 19-221694   . . . . . . . . . . .£21.59
Rear 19-221700  . . . . . . . . . . .£21.59

Evolution  Dampers
Top of the range 8 point adjustable 
743039  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each £53.59

Bilstein B36 Dampers
Performance non adjustable  
Front B36-0370  . . . . . . . . . . . .£69.30
Rear B36-0380  . . . . . . . . . . . .£69.30

Easier to set-up

EACH

£53.59

EACH

£69.30

EACH

£21.59

EACH

£14.78

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Forget all the poly and uprated bushes when different lower
arms or tie bars are fitted. What you need is an offset rubber bush
to compensate with the extra distortion caused when correcting
the geometry on Minis.
Car set of lower arm bushes. . . . £12.26   Part No C-STR632

Mini Spares are the main
sponsors of Mighty Mini,  Mini
Miglia and Mini Seven Racing

Most of the participants in these race series use our
parts!  Parts which they can trust and they find
superior to those of our competitors - surely that says
it all?  If you’re building to win, shop at Mini Spares!  

Suspension 
Cone
The only 
genuine 
cone springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. 
Order as FAM3968. . . . . . . .£40.69

www.minispares.com

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.56
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

Body, Mechanical & TrimCATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2 catalogue. Completely re-written to include all models from 1959-2000.

Now 219 fully 
illustrated pages.
If you've got a Mini 

you need an AKM2 which has received rave reviews.

£7.50

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

Cooper S Distributor

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves. 
Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor arm
12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £70.20
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion kits!
All the best quality distributors and 
parts stocked for road and race

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £79.20
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Visit the official
MiniSpares.com 

website for
pictures,

downloads,
catalogues,

current prices &
special deals

Buy on-line at
www.minispares.com 

or visit one of our 3 official outlets

The World’s Largest Mini Parts Stockist

Check out our 
updated website

See website for
up to date prices

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

IMPORTANT! Mini Spares - NORTH
We are closing Mini Spares - North, in
Harrogate, to relocate to a larger warehouse
with easy access from main roads. Projected
opening date 1st August.

New address will be...
Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business park
York Y026 QU. Watch for further details.

Mini Spares - NORTH

Mini Spares - MIDLANDS

Sales Showroom & Mail Order

HEAD OFFICE (London - A1M/M25)
Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar, Herts. 
EN6 3JN (Close to A1M & M25)

Tel: 01707 607700 (UK)
Tel: (+44)1707 607702 (Export)
Fax: 01707 656 786
Email: sales@minispares.com

Visit our branches...

Unit 6, 2 Freeman’s Way. Wetherby Rd.
Harrogate, North Yorks. HG3 1DH
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

“This is amazing! Only 24 hours from

order to delivery in Poland. Good job guys!”  

Artur Szczegóła - POLAND

From our 
Customers...

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

or

£23.04

NEW!

From brand new forgings, 
nitrided EN40B crank with large counter balanced webs
and bored holes for the big ends which reduces the re-
ciprocating weight of the crankshaft and does not ne-
cessitate drilling through the counterbalance webs.
Forgings are known to be stronger than billets as the
grain pattern follows the shape of the webs and bearings
whereas the billet type is machined across the grain.

For 1275cc blocks and made in 81.3mm and 86mm
stroke. . . . . . . . . . .£1638.72

Forged Cranks

New!

£18.90
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

October magazine – 1st September
November magazine – 1st October
December magazine – 1st November

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H)                                                                                                                                              
chairman@minicooper.org  

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter                                                                                                                                           
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, 
Hants, SO31 8FJ                                                                
02380 560073 (H)

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman                                                                                                                                          
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun, 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN                                                                                                                   
01302 883550 (H)                                                                                                   
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage                                                                                                                                           
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley 
Wood, Birmingham, B37 7NE                                                                          
0121 680 1814 (H)                                                                                                                    
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register                                                                                          
Robert Young - See Chairman

Appendix K Register                                                                                                                              
Russell Earnshaw                                                                                                                                         
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, 
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899                                                                                                         
russell.earnshaw@adp-architects.com 

Cooper S MK I Register                                                                                                                           
Simon Wheatcroft                                                                                                                                     
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539                                                                                                               
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com 

Cooper MK I Register                                                                                                                             
Barbara Alexander                                                                                                                             
Hollam Farm Cottage,   
76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL                                                                                                                                              
01329 841225                                                                                               
barbaraalexander945@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK II Register                                                                                                                                         
Nick Hunter                                                                                                                                           
01785 813693                                                                                                     
nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net 

Cooper MK II Register                                                                                                                           
Graham E Robinson                                                                                                                                        
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering,  
Essex, SS3 0HW                                                                       
01702 219298                                                                                        
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK III Register                                                                                                                        
Simon Wheatcroft                                                                                                                                 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar

Rover Cooper Register                                                                                                                      
John Parnell                                                                                                                                          
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, 
London N21 1JE  020 8886 8226                                                                                                       
rovercooper@minicooper.org 

Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register                                                                                         
Steve Burkinshaw                                                                                                                                       
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD                                                                                               
01923 855971                                                                                                                     
stevebee49@live.co.uk 

Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register                                                                                                      
David Davies                                                                                                                                           
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF                                                                                            
01244 332282                                                                                                                 
daviddavies15@sky.com 

Innocenti Cooper Register                                                                                                                  
Foster Charlton                                                                                                                                         
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019                                                                                                           
gingerfoss@hotmail.com 

Mini Super Register                                                                                                                                   
Garry Dickens                                                                                                                                        
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
dickens.garry@gmail.com  

1275GT Register                                                                                                                                         
Alan Clark                                                                                                                                          
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE                                                                                
0118 9423778                                                                                                       
1275gt@minicooper.org  

New MINI Cooper Register                                                                                                               
David Young                                                                                                                                          
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, 
TN32 5QW  01580 830000                                                                                                       
newmini@minicooper.org                                                                                                                                     

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org forum.minicooper.org 

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Website and Forum 
Position Vacant 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma                                                                                                                                        
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB                                                                      
0208 898 9476 (H)                                                                                                    
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration  
Sarah Monk                                                                                                                                 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House,   
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284                                                                                          
mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk 

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H)                                                                                                                                              
membership@minicooper.org  

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard                                                                                                                                          
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD                                                                                                                
01304 330715 (H)                                                                                                   
events@minicooper.org                                                                                                                                      

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss                                                                                                                                             
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG
01730 818336 (H)                                                                                                   
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter                                                                                                                                           
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H)                                                                                                                                              
regalia@minicooper.org 

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb         
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH                                                                                                                                     
07834 081697                                                                                                                                           
regions@minicooper.org 

Public Relations 
Paul Sulma                                                                                                                                        
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB                                                                      
0208 898 9476 (H)                                                                                                    
editor@minicooper.org                                                                                                                                           

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt                                                                                                                                          
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ
01923 816757                                                                                                                       
cars@minicooper.org                                                                                                                         

Non Designated Committee Members 
Ken Hunter 01344 772446 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist                                                                                                                                           
Robert Young - See Chairman

Heritage Liaison                                                                                                                                    
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary 

DVLA V765 Contact 
(Vehicle Registration Recovery)  
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476   
email - v765@minicooper.org 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert.indd   1 12/03/2015   16:36
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 



Mini Cooper Register | 7

EDITORIAL
I  have to start my editorial by saying 

what a fantastic National Mini Cooper 
day it was at Beaulieu this year yet 
again. Thankfully, although the weather 
forecasts earlier in the week of the 
show were not looking good at all, the 
sun gods came to the rescue and we 
had nice sunny weather for most of 
the day.

I don’t know what it is about Beaulieu 
but for me there is something a bit 
special about this great show of ours 

which I can’t put my finger on. Possibly it has something to do with 
the length of time it has been in existence and has, like a fine wine, 
steadily matured and improved over those years to become, arguably, 
the premier Mini event to attend.

As you would expect, in this issue of CooperWorld we have a bit 
of a feature on the show and how fitting is it that the organiser, 
Tony Salter, whose swan song Beaulieu this was, has written an 
article about it. So I won’t steal his thunder and say anything more 
on Beaulieu with the exception of thanking Tony and his band of 
dedicated helpers for putting on yet again a superb and very enjoyable 
show. Tony has left the next person who fills this onerous position 
with a hard act to follow that’s for sure! 

Talking of other shows, the following weekend I took my Works 
car for its second outing in a week to MGLive at Silverstone to 
reunite it with other Ex-Works cars, not just Mini Coopers, in a 
display organised by Bill Price and Peter Browning to mark the 60th 
anniversary of the formation of the BMC Competitions Department 

way back in 1955. John McIntosh, who also went along to the show 
has kindly written an article about it, so do have a read of his article 
if you want to get a flavour of the show. I have to admit I thoroughly 
enjoyed this show too, particularly meeting with a number of 
the extraordinary people associated with the Competitions 
Department in its heyday during the 1960s. 

Talking of competitions, there are three articles covering Minis in 
three different forms of competition. Do have a read of them to 
see what’s involved - who knows, you might be inspired to have a 
go at one of the many varied forms of automotive competition that 
one can participate in these days on even a very limited budget.

You will see that we have a couple of new names and faces in two 
of the registers, the first being Alan Clark who has become the 
1275GT registrar taking over from Suzie Kinsman, and David Young 
who has stepped into the New MINI register position taking it over 
from Martyn Collins. I wish them all the best in their new roles.

Finally, we have also got a vacancy for the Webmaster committee 
post since Graham Robinson stepped down from the position last 
month. I must take this opportunity to thank him for the hard 
work he put into getting the website and forum in particular up 
and running again after the issues we had with it. Have a look at 
the bottom of the next page and you will see an advert for the 
position. If you think you could take on this important role then 
please get in touch with Robert Young initially to find out the 
details of what’s involved.

Paul Sulma 

We welcome yet another bumper crop of new members who joined in June

NEW MEMBERS
Victor Broughton, Wickford, Essex
Martin & Zak Aston, Littledean, Gloucestershire
Selby Needs, Perth, Australia
Matthew Holland, Hilton, Shropshire
Dawn McCaffrey, Wareham, Dorset
Eric Henderson, Aboyne, Aberdeenshire
Steve Sims, West Kingsdown, Kent
Richard Payne, Chesterfield, Derbyshire
Alfred Lewis, Bromyard, Herefordshire
Shaun King & Caroline Hurford-Jones, Poole, Dorset
Rod Myers, Esher, Surrey
Peter & Jake Beamson, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire
Joe Sheehan, Biggleswade
Rob Derry, Waterlooville, Hampshire
Rob Derry, Portsmouth, Hampshire
Lawrence Homer, Broseley, Shropshire
Tom Marsh, Shaftesbury, Dorset
Nicholas Mould, Hove, East Sussex
Dave Burgess, Brighton, Sussex
William Armitage, Dreghorn, Ayrshire
John & Jill Adams, Telford, Shropshire
Alan Pavier, Whitchurch, Hampshire
Mohd Sobri Omar & Hayati Hayatudin, Shah Alam, Selangor, Malaysia
Wendy & Ian Hinchcliffe, New Milton, Hampshire
Michael Mcqueen, Twyford, Berkshire

Catherine & Ian Lee, Dibden, Pirlieu
John Budgell, Marlow Bottom, Buckinghamshire
Julian & Denise Tazewell, Waterlooville, Hampshire
Ronald Broeren, Merkel Beek, Netherlands
Clare Remington & James Downey, Swindon, Wiltshire
Tony Pugh, Bedford, Bedfordshire
Phil Clark, Surrey
Keith Peters, Waterlooville, Portsmouth
Russ Pryce & Linda Prenter, Hereford
Jack & Catherine Coppock, Liphook, Hampshire
Marion Frewin & Mario Sheath, Totton, Southampton
Barry Parsons, Oxford
Richard Skinner, Newquay, Cornwall
David Price, Twickenham, Middx
Alan & Deborah Cottrell, Chessington, Surrey
Richard Quaid, Andover, Hampshire
Michael Creek, Dagnall
Charles & Frazer Smith, Wimbourne, Dorset
Gary & Jonathan Potts, Durham
Michael Lynch, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire
Michael & Teresa Anderson, Sevenoaks, Kent
Nick Swinnen, Zonhoven, Belgium
David Lofts, Shrewsbury, Shropshire
Rachel & Paul Davies, Bristol, Avonmouth
Christopher & Richard Drapier, Alvechurch, Worchester



additional 50 members, close to matching May’s record figure – so we 
must be doing something right.

It only remains for me to thank everyone who contributed to the 
day - and to those who attended and had a great day, do give some 
thought as to how we are to move forwards and find a new organiser 
for Beaulieu next year. We can’t let this great show of ours come to an 
end after this year.

We have two new Registrars to announce this month. Alan Clark 
has taken over the role as 1275GT Registrar from Suzy Kinsman 

and David Young has taken over the reigns of the new MINI Cooper 
and Cooper S Register from Martyn Collins. We thank both Suzy and 
Martyn for their support of these two Registers in the past and wish 
Alan and David all the best in their new posts. I trust all of you with 
the cars belonging in their registers will offer your support and get in 
touch about your cars. Alan and David have promised to write regular 
informative columns each month as I know just how important it is if 
you own one of these cars to read about them each month. Good luck 
to both of them.

Sadly, once again, we find ourselves in the position of needing a 
new Webmaster for the club after Graham Robinson decided 

to resign from his position just after Beaulieu. This is particularly 
disappointing considering the vast amount of work that Graham put 
into re-launching the forum. Dean Chapman, from the Moke club who 
assisted Graham with setting up the new system, has very fortunately 
agreed to continue to help us. The forum will continue as usual but it 
may take just a little longer to approve users and attend to any issues 
the forum may have. The website will also continue but it may well be 
less up to date than in the past. We, of course, thank Graham for the 
tremendous amount of hard work that he put into the role. So, once 
again, I make an appeal for someone able and willing enough to step in 
and undertake the role of Webmaster.

Finally, I have to report the very sad death of Andrew Shadforth, 
a young man of just 36 years. We met Andrew on the last Minis 

to Ireland trip in 2013 - a delightful young man - and he had since 
then been running the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Region. Our 
thoughts are with Jenny, his wife of just over a year. 

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Once again, I’m happy to report that 
our national day at Beaulieu was a 

resounding success. Tony Salter, in his 
final year as show organiser, produced yet 
another slick show for us and his small 
but dedicated band of helpers should be 
congratulated for achieving so much.

The weather was faultless and even 
the all new Beaulieu PA system was a 
considerable improvement on the old 
system, although some complained of it 
being too loud in certain locations, yet 

it was inaudible in others. So, still room for some tweaking I feel but 
at least the staff at Beaulieu were in attendance to try and iron out 
the issues we were experiencing. We all, for a change, were able to 
appreciate Graham Robson’s hard work on the microphone.

The display area in the arena had a very large number of cars entered 
into the concours and, as usual, the standard was exceedingly high. 
Frankly, how folk achieve that level of perfection is way outside my level 
of patience. The overall concours winner was Joff Grover and his MK2 
Cooper with a Manx 7 port conversion. The John White Cup, the Chief 
Judge’s award, went to Ray Pizzy with his stunning Mini pick-up. Ruth 
and Dave Webb won the MiniWorld car of the show award with their 
Innocenti. The other two notable awards went to Simon Baylis who 
won the superb John Kelly trophy as the car John Kelly would most have 
appreciated - and finally Tanya Field was awarded the Graham Allen 
award for her help in organising the RSP display. It was really nice to 
see the fine display of RSPs all together. Perhaps the time is right for us 
to try again to get an RSP Register going within the MCR. The Register 
displays were also of a high standard and most registers had a full house 
on display. No doubt Registrars will report later in the magazine.

Trade stands were also very plentiful with even more taking pitches 
for the day and our firm favourite, the Trunk Traders section was fit 
to bursting. Our club regalia, now run as the Club Shop, sold well and 
we once again ran out of stock of our car covers. With many clubs 
attending in large numbers and a good number of Regions displaying, 
Beaulieu was, once again, a great shop window for the club. Lots of 
new members were signed up on the day, and this, together with the 
stream of on-line applications has boosted our numbers for June by an 
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We need someone to take over the 
very important post of

Webmaster 
The role also involves management of the club’s 

leased server, maintenance of the Forum and 
administration of the Facebook page.

Committee meetings take place 
five time a year.

Contact Robert Young initially 
for more information

COMMITTEE POST
WEBSITE SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to renew your 
membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with your 
renewal notification, if you have not already signed up 

to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about renewing in the 

future as this will be done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED
Unit 2 Broadfield Farm, Great Somerford, Chippenham, Wiltshire  Sn15 5El   Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316   Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk   Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SM050 Portrait A5 Advert.indd   1 24/09/2013   14:27



Finally, as I mentioned last month we will be organising a trip to Belgium 
next year for the IMM, so anyone interested in going please make 
contact with me. If we have enough interest we can group book ferry 
crossings. You will need to buy IMM tickets from http://www.imm2016.
be/ and we plan to have a club camping area. 

That’s all for now! 

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

Not much from me this month as I am in 
the middle of rescuing the Champagne 

Run due to the strikes in Calais.

However, on a brighter note, once again, 
a fantastic Beaulieu for 2015! I hope we 
can find a team to take this on for the club 
next year, it has become a huge event on 
the general Mini calendar and a credit to 
the club and those who have helped out 
over the years.

I am looking forward to Kent’s Ham 
Sandwich Run at the end of the August 
again, with great support from MINI 

and we hope the event will be even bigger this year! There are also 
other fantastic events lined up for August so get your cars out and 
about. The Mini Festival North is on the 8th August at Oulton Park. 
If Brands was anything to go by you are in for a treat at Oulton Park. 
The following weekend is Minis in the Park at Santa Pod Raceway, 
Northants but, unfortunately, we have not had a regional volunteer to 
put on a stand at the event. Last but certainly not least, the fantastic 
MCR Coopers at Castle Combe Track Day on the 22nd August. 
Always one of the best events on the calendar!

It’s still a little away off but I’m looking for cars for this year’s NEC 
classic car show in November (13th-15th). It will mean leaving your 
car from Thursday afternoon until Sunday evening. Please contact me 
if you can help.
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Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2015

August

Event: Croft Nostalgia    
Date: 8th – 9th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car and military vehicle show 
Contact: http://www.croftmilitary.co.uk/

Event: Mini Festival 2015 (North)  
Date: 8th August 
Location: Oulton Park 
Contact: Oulton Park    
http://www.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park    
Date: 16th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Biggar Rally    
Date: TBC 16th August 
Location: Biggar. Rally, static car show, concours and 
autojumble. Camping also available.    
Website: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally  
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: MCR “Coopers at Castle Combe” Track Day 
Date: 22nd August 
Location: Castle Coombe, Chippenham, Wiltshire 
Contact: Graham Robinson   
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 30th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

September

Event: Bo’ness Hillclimb Revival   
Date: 5th-6th September 
Location: Bo’ness Circuit, Kinneil House. Historic hillclimb, 
static car show, concours.    
http://www.bonesshillclimb.org.uk/ 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: WSMOC Minis by the Sea   
Date: 6th September 
Location: Steyne Gardens, Worthing, BN11 3DZ 
Details: Proceeds to local hospice charities. Club Stands, 
Show n Shine, Trade Stalls, Huge Raffle and Charity Auction 
Contact: www.wsmoc.co.uk

Event: Beaulieu International Autojumble  
Date: 5th & 6th September 
Location: Beaulieu, Hampshire 
Details: One of the UK’s largest autojumble’s 
Contact: http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/beaulieu-events/
international-autojumble

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 11th-13th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: 13th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Minis to Ireland    
Date: 17th – 24th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: chairman@minicooper.org

Event: RAF Mini Club – Battle of Britain Run  
Date: 19th September 
Location: Various – Watford to Folkestone 
Contact: RAF Mini Club on Facebook.

Event: Rally Car Day    
Date: 19th September 
Location: Castle Combe, Wiltshire 
Contact: http://www.rallyday.com/

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: 19th-20th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or   
Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: 26th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk and   
www.faceboook.com/miniactionday

October

Event: Malvern Minis Show & Spares Day  
Date: 11th October 
Location: Three Counties Showground, Malvern 
Contact: http://www.classicshows.org/

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally   
Date: 17th October 
Location: Newcastle area 
Contact: Niall Cook – Newcastle & Durham Region  
naillcook@tiscalli.co.uk

Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: 18th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

November

Event: MCR Club Meeting – Scottish Region  
Date: 1st November, 12 PM 
Location: The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel, 
Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 13-15th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

February 2016

Event: London Classic Car Show   
Date: 18-21st February 2016 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

EVENTS

SPECIALDISCOUNTSAVAILABLE FOR MINI 
OWNERS AND CLUBS
See website for details

0843 453 9000 MINI-FESTIVAL.CO.UK*Advance tickets available until midday Wednesday 5 Aug. Postage fee applies.
 Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

ONLINE* TICKETS FROM £18 KIDS UNDER 13 FREE

FEATURING:
ALL MINI RACE LINE-UP
RUSS SWIFT STUNT SHOW
HUGE MINI CLUB STANDS
TRADE VILLAGE

LIVE MUSIC
MINI PARADES AND 
DEMONSTRATIONS
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT



National Mini Cooper Day − Beaulieu 2015

12 | www.minicooper.org

EVENTS

By Tony Salter



As always, last year the sun shone and the crowds duly came to Beaulieu. This year the weather had been a little unkind through May and into 
the first part of June being distinctly a bit ‘off’. Right up to our big day there was a threat of rain, and I have to confess that I did have visions 

of Beaulieu 2011 when it rained all day. Thankfully though the rain stayed away and we were blessed by traditional Beaulieu weather. From early 
on I could see that this was to be a vintage year, Minis started to pour through the gates; the concours bookings were up on last year and, to my 
surprise, very soon we began to receive ‘on the day bookings’ which got to a point where we sadly had to turn away some disappointed people 
due to full classes. However, the increased competition made for an interesting ‘battle’ for the top prizes.

I decided to use the area behind the large grass bank for club parking in order to bring the clubs closer to the main arena which also served to 
provide a nice backdrop to it. The Ex-Works and Competition cars display was back occupying the area adjacent to the track by the information 
caravan as it had been in the past. The trunk traders’ numbers were also up on last year and, once again, this area proved popular with visitors. I 
did see a couple of bargains, but did not have the time to go back and look properly; maybe next year. 

I had wondered if there would be many RSPs able to attend the show, after all only 1,100 or so were made, and how many have survived. The 
main focus of the show was to celebrate the introduction of the RSP and Rover Cooper, when Rover dipped a toe in the water. This, of course, 
led to a further ten years of Cooper production. So, I was delighted when we had 24 RSPs in the main arena, quite some achievement. Seeing 
the crescent of cars across one side of the arena was quite a sight. 

Earlier in the year, whilst discussing Beaulieu at the Hampshire regional meeting, Graham Hendra suggested that we have a special display of Minis with 
engines producing 100BHP and over. The display was open to all forms of tuning, be it the traditional tuning of an ‘A’ series Mini engine, or the addition 
of a turbo or supercharger, or even with an alternative manufacturer’s engine transplant. I have to say that this display proved to be very popular and the 
subject of much attention. According to one visitor it took away a large part of the ‘Beaulieu is only for the Mini purists’ feeling from the show.

Graham Robson added to the day with his commentary over the improved Beaulieu P.A. system, interviewing a number of personalities and 
enthusiasts from the Mini’s past and present in his imitable style.

All said and done a good day and one I was proud of. However, I could not possibly have organised this all by myself. My thanks must therefore go to all the 
marshals and helpers who gave up some of their time, but especially to Tanya Field, Graham Hendra and all the registrars. 

This was my fourth year of organising our national event at Beaulieu and my last. There is no disguising that the event takes quite some work 
to produce; from dealing with the public and all their enquiries, to writing the programme, and I feel that now is the time when I would like 
to enjoy the event from an attendee’s point of view. However, over the last four years I have successfully managed to reduce the amount of 
work needed to organise the show by making changes and, in some cases, updating some of the ways we did things. For example, previously all 
the advance tickets were booked via me or someone else, who then posted them out and processed the payment. Thankfully, all our advance 
tickets are now handled by Beaulieu. Therefore, although there is still a large amount of work to do to organise the show, I can happily say that 
the task is somewhat easier than it was in the past. So, if you feel that you can contribute in this way, the club does need someone to take on this 
task, please feel free to give either Robert Young or me a call and we would be happy to discuss it with you.

Tony Salter - Show organiser

The concours results and other show prizes are as follows:
Class1 1st Ruth Webb Innocenti Cooper LGF 830N

Class2 1st Scott Turner Morris Cooper RWV 620F
 2nd Tony Michael Austin Cooper PPL 157E  

Class3 1st Peter Hobby Austin Cooper EPL 304B
 2nd Richard Ford Austin Cooper DVX 625G

Class4 1st Joff Grover Austin Cooper MOJ 42F
 2nd M Brown Austin Sprint  KVS 423

Class5 1st Maureen Hitchman Rover Cooper 35 Si N13 FUN
 2nd R Scollick Rover Cooper 1.3i  LS14 VRV

Class6 1st Mark Hancock Rover John Cooper VS14 JEL
 2nd Peter Jennings Rover Cooper H19 PJJ

Class7 1st  Richard Walters Austin Mini Moke GCP 85E
 2nd Tim Cronshaw Austin 95 Pickup XNP 458V

Class8 1st Dan Dutch Austin Mini 30 DOD 830
 2nd R Reynolds Rover Sprite N143 WOK

Class9 1st R Algar Roadster Cooper GX15 MXJ
 2nd Stacy Reed Cooper RS6   YK57 ORG

Beaulieu Cup Joff Grover Austin Cooper MOJ 42F   
John White Cup Ray Pizzey Austin Pickup OEG 616X  
MiniWorld car of the day Ruth Webb Innocenti Cooper
Graham Allen Trophy Tanya Field (spirit of the event award)
John Kelly Trophy Simon Bayliss (awarded to a MK1 Cooper or in the spirit of John Kelly.) 
Editors Award Nick Hunter
Regional club Award Kent Region 
Don Moore Trophy  Tony Salter (For services to the club)
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Class 3 - 2nd - Richard Ford - 
Austin Cooper - DVX 625G

Class 6 - 1st - Mark Hancock - 
Rover John Cooper - VS14 JEL

Class 5 - 2nd - R Scollick - 
Rover Cooper 1.3i - LS14 VRV

Class 7 - 1st - Richard Walters -  
Austin Mini Moke - GCP 85E

Class 4 - 1st - Joff Grover - 
Austin Cooper - MOJ 42F

Class 3 - 1st - Peter Hobby - 
Austin Cooper - EPL 304B

Class 1 - 1st - Ruth Webb - 
Innocenti Cooper - LGF 830N

Class 5 - 1st - Maureen Hitchman - 
Rover Cooper 35 Si - N13 FUN

Class 2 - 2nd - Tony Michael - 
Austin Cooper - PPL 157E

Class 6 - 2nd - Peter Jennings - 
Rover Cooper - H19 PJJ

Class 4 - 2nd - M Brown - 
Austin Sprint - KVS 423

Class 2 - 1st - Scott Turner - 
Morris Cooper - RWY 620F



EVENTS

Mini Cooper Register | 15

Class 9 - 2nd - Stacy Reed - 
Cooper RS6 - YK57 ORG

Beaulieu Cup - Joff Grover - 
Austin Cooper - MOJ 42F   

Nick Hunter receiving the Editor’s award 
from the CooperWorld editor Paul Sulma

Class 9 - 1st - R Algar -  
Roadster Cooper - GX15 MXJ

Graham Allen Trophy - Tanya Field - 
(spirit of the event award)

Regional Club award awarded to Kent by 
Robert Young to Justin and Anne Marie Ridyard

Class 8 - 2nd - R Reynolds - 
Rover Sprite - N143 WOK  

Class 7 - 2nd - Tim Cronshaw - 
Austin 95 Pickup - XNP 458V

John White Cup - Ray Pizzey -  
Austin Pickup - OEG 616X

John Kelly Trophy - Simon Baylis - (awarded to 
a MK1 Cooper or in the spirit of John Kelly.)

The Don Moore Trophy awarded by Robert 
Young to Tony Salter for services to the club 

Class 8 - 1st - Dan Dutch - 
Austin Mini 30 - DOD 830
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60th Anniversary of BMC/BL Competitions Department
By John McIntosh

In order to celebrate the BMC/BL 
Competitions Department’s 60th Anniversary, 

the MG Car Club decided to feature a display of 
Ex-Works cars at Silverstone race circuit during 
their international race weekend called MGLive! 
on the weekend of the 20th & 21st June2015. 
Fittingly, the organisers of the Competitions 
Department’s anniversary celebrations were Bill 
Price and Peter Browning, the two gentlemen 
who were actually involved in the day to 
day running and management of the ‘Comps 
Department’ in the latter years of its existence. 
Both gentlemen subsequently produced 
excellent books about the Works cars, the 
events they participated in and the people 
employed within the department.

For those that are not familiar with the history 
of the BMC Competitions Department, it 
was established by Marcus Chambers in 1955 
alongside the MG factory in Abingdon, a 
generally harmonious arrangement allowing 
Comps staff access to parts, expertise and a 
pool of talented mechanics to recruit from. 
Although it all began from an enthusiastic 
but initially slightly amateurish approach the 
Department soon gained in experience and 
became the highly professional world-beating 
organisation in the hands of firstly Stuart 
Turner, and then Peter Browning. Latterly, with 
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Freshly restored for the show ORX 777F

A variety of Works cars in the covered display area
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Silverstone MGLive 20th -21st June 2015

the evolution of BMC into British Leyland, 
the Competitions Department merged with 
BMC’s commercial competition sales and 
preparation operation Special Tuning, which 
was headed up by Basil Wales, to become the 
BL Special Tuning Department.

However, throughout most of the existence 
of the Comps Department was Bill Price, 
who is still displaying the organisational skills 
he employed at Abingdon by pulling together 
the Comps Department’s 60th anniversary 
celebrations. The cars and personalities Bill 
had gently cajoled to Silverstone covered the 
entire period from the 1950s right through 
to the1980s, almost as if they were lifted 
from the pages of his book The BMC/BL 
Competitions Department. This book still 
remains the definitive publication about the 
Comps Department for any true enthusiast of 
the Works team and all their endeavours.

As to the MGCC event itself, overall it was 
very impressive and I thought that combining 
the many static displays, autojumble and 
trade stands with some amazing racing was 
a really good combination. It also had the 
added attraction of the social aspects of 
a 2 day event and the adrenalin charged 
activity on the track. However, apart from a 

A Group photo of those formerly employed at Abingdon in the Competitions Department

Left ro right: Brian Culcheth (driver) , Paddy Hopkirk (driver), Dudley Pike (mechanic) , Jim Cox 
(MG Development Dept), Gordon Bisp (mechanic), Alan Zafer (Comps Press Officer), Fred 
Pearce (Special Tuning), Bill Price, Den Green (forman), Peter Bartram (mechanic), John Spencer 
(photographer), Mike Wood (co-driver), Jack Sears (driver), Bill Bradley (driver) , Harold Brooks 
(co-driver), Warwick Banks (driver). Clive Baker (driver), Roger Enever (driver) Don Barrow (co-
driver), Peter Browning (Manager), Willy Cave (co-driver).

Note: Peter Bartram now lives in Australia and has since 1977.
Jimmy Cox was in MG Development and was in the pits at Le Mans in 1955, but did not transfer 
to Comps.
John Spencer was in Morris Motors photographic Dept, one of a number of photographers who 
came to Abingdon to provide press photos, Homologation pictures and also went out on events 
in which our cars were competing before 1970.
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Another long distance attendee URX 550G came all the way from Luxemburg

ORX 707F brought all the way from 
Northern Ireland by its owner Elgin Greer

Pat Walker with his 977 ARX

Peter Moss with his Works car DJB 92B
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dash around the autojumble, where I found 
some competitively priced Mini parts, my 
attention was predominantly taken over by 
the Comps Department display. Most of 
the Works Mini owners opted to attend on 
the Saturday only and, whilst the weather 
was ‘challenging’ during the day, the array 
of Abingdon Ex-Works cars was fantastic 
not to mention being complimented by the 
wonderful and great turnout of Ex-Works 
former employees too!

Despite one or two no-shows, of which 
my car, LBL 590E was one, since it started 
throwing out bursts of white smoke from 
the exhaust for the 30 miles I took it on that 
morning before abandoning the journey. 
Nonetheless, Bill amassed together some 
40 Works cars plus two of the iconic BMC 
converted coach transporters BMC 25 and 
LBL 408. As well as a great collection of 
Minis, the display included Austin Healey 
Sprites, Healey 3,000s, MGAs, Bs and a C, a 
Morris 1800, Riley 1.5, Rover V8, a Triumph 
2.5PI, Dolomites, TR7s and a Morris Marina. 
The Minis displayed covered the period from 
an early Cooper, through the world beating 
Cooper Ss right through to an ST prepared 
Clubman 1275 GT. The Mini role of honour 
being 977 ARX, AJB 66B, CRX 88B, CRX 
90B, DJB 92B, GRX 310D, ORX 707F, ORX 
777F, RJB 327F, URX 550G, and WOK 190J.

Just as important as the cars were the 
personalities Bill brought together, and if 
you’ve read this far you’ll also have looked 
at the photo of the grey haired and highly 
jovial bunch standing between Dermott 
Simpson’s ORX 777F and another of Paddy’s 
mounts, MGB ARX 92B and the Monte MGA 
151 ABL. I won’t name them all individually 
here, but I’ll help you with three as they also 
appear in three of my photos in this article. 
There are no prizes for identifying the 
ever smiling Mr Hopkirk here in one of the 
photos with Dermott Simpson, the proud 
owner of his immaculately rebuilt ORX 
777F, which was Paddy and Ron Crellin’s 
mount for the 1968 Monte. The second 
personality I’ll highlight is Paul Easter, who 
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Chris Spennewyn with his car CRX 88B

GRX 310D owned by Natalie Gilbert behind a BMC transporter

The editor with his car RJB 327F and former Comps mechanic Peter Bartram
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doesn’t appear in the group photo as he had to leave early to 
attend the memorial service of another 1960s rally legend Erik 
Carlsson. Paul is pictured here with another ever-smiling Works 
Mini man, Bernard Griffin and AJB 66B. Bernard has amassed an 
enormous amount of information about the history of his car and 
was really pleased to be able to show Paul original documents 
relating to his time crewing the car with Timo Makinen. The final 
photo I should like to refer you to is the one of our own editor 
Paul Sulma and his BMC/BL Comps and BLMC Australia Comps 
car RJB 327F.  Paul’s car moved from Abingdon to Australia as 
did Ex-Works mechanic Peter Bartram standing alongside Paul’s 
car.  Peter was a Comps mechanic throughout the key time of 
Abingdon’s success and was really pleased to be back amongst 
the cars and his colleagues on what was undoubtedly a very 
special weekend for all who attended.

John McIntosh

Works cars lined up for inspection

John Littman proud owner of CRX 90B

Former navigator Paul Easter with owner of AJB 66B Bernard Griffin
Dermott Simpson owner of ORX 777F shaking hands with 
Paddy Hopkirk who drove the car on the 1968 Monte



Le Tour de Bretonne
By Geoff Bethel

We were invited by Hugh and Jan Wyllie to join them and a few 
friends on a long weekend trip to France - how could we refuse!

On Thursday 18th June we were on our way to Portsmouth to meet 
up with Hugh and Jan in their green/white Mk 2 Cooper S, Phil and Sue 
Dyson in their brand new MINI Countryman 4x4, Mick and Glynis Tully in 
their white/black Mk 2 Cooper S, Richard Gardner and Derek Renson in 
Richard’s blue/white Mk 2 Cooper S and Graham and Jane (E) Robinson in 
their MINI Works S. We were in our red/black Mk 2 1275 Cooper.

We arrived at Portsmouth for our overnight crossing 25 minutes early 
but last one of our group to arrive there! Mick and Glynis had been stuck 
in traffic on the M27 for a couple of hours and others had had similar 
experiences. Boarding the ferry was completed quite quickly. After finding 
our cabins we met up in the restaurant for a meal followed by a drink in 
the bar, and card games for some before turning in for bed.

Friday 19th started early and by 8.30am French time we were on our way 
out of St Malo heading to Josselin where we would be based for the next 
three days. On the way we had a quick coffee stop and continued on to 
Hugh’s sister, Clare and her husband Michael’s house just outside Josselin 
where we were greeted by a photographer from the local newspaper. Our 
group photo appeared in next morning’s paper.

Clare and Michael were excellent hosts providing us with tea, coffee or 
beer and showing us their lovely (large) garden and Michael’s workshop 
and making us feel very much at home. Clare had arranged for us to eat 
at 1.00 o’clock in a nearby village so off we went in convoy with Clare 
and Michael leading the way in their Z3 BMW. Five courses were served 
plus champagne, red and white wine and coffee, all for 20 Euros each; 
excellent value for money. This was to set the tone for the rest of the 
holiday, drive, eat and drink! Obviously we were very responsible with the 
drinking bit! After lunch we set off back to our hotel on the outskirts of 
Josselin and then took a walk along the Brest to Nantes canal into Josselin 
centre. A lovely old town with a magnificent chateau and an old square 
were we took refreshments before the 2.5 kilometre walk back to the 
hotel. The weather had been glorious all day and the sun was still very 
warm on the way back at about 6.00pm. After an excellent meal we sat 
outside talking until the midges got too much and so we regrouped inside 
talking into the early hours of Saturday morning.

Saturday 20th we were off to the seaside. We headed west for about an 
hour stopping at Bar de la Foret for coffee. We had been joined by four of 
Clare and Michael’s friends so eighteen of us sat outside drinking coffee and 
enjoying the sun. The roads were generally very quite until we approached 
our destination of Quiberon. Quiberon is almost an island joined to the 
mainland by a narrow strip of land and here traffic started to build up as you 
would expect at the seaside on a Saturday. Clare had arranged a lunch stop at 
St Pierre Portivy. Suitably refreshed and after a walk around the harbour we 
followed the Sauvage coast road towards Quiberon town centre stopping 
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Josselin road sign

Clare and Michael’s garden

Bar L’Escale

Chateau at Josslin



at a very pleasant beach where half of our group rolled up trouser legs 
and paddled. A group photograph was taken before we continued into 
Quiberon, a proper seaside resort. Car parking for visitors was free for 
the first hour which gave us enough time to have a look around and eat 
ice cream sitting outside a bar right on the sea front. As shops in France 
are closed on Sundays (what a good idea) it was agreed we would go back 
to Josselin and visit the local (10 minutes away) Super U supermarket to 
top up with fuel and purchase wine/gifts to take home. Fuel is available on 
Sundays but only if you pay at the pump with a credit card.

The evening meal at the hotel was excellent as was the company. 
Clare and Michael’s friends joined us for the evening and we sat 
around outside talking until about 10.30pm when, again, the midges 
became unbearable. We were only a stone’s throw from the canal so I 
suppose midges were to be expected.

Sunday 21st was our last full day in France so we headed east touring 
the French countryside. After about an hour we stopped at Bar 
l’Escale for coffee and loos. Opposite the bar is a small square with 
a monument to the crew of an American Army Airforce B17 flying 
fortress that was shot down in 1943. Alongside it is another monument 
to villagers that had lost their lives fighting in the 1914/18 Great War. 
We continued our drive through the French countryside via many 
‘deviations’ (road work closures) to Rochfort en terre. Here we had to 
pay to park the cars, for the first time, but only paying 2 Euros. Rochfort 
en terre is a very old village with cobbled streets, timber framed 
buildings and a church that dates back to the 1100s. We had two hours 
to look around and find something to eat. While most headed for a 
restaurant, Mick and Glynis, Lesley and I found a small bakers shop 
that sold open warm cheese and ham baguettes which we ate tourist 
style sitting in the square. Lesley and Glynis bought some very nice and 
reasonably priced jewellery on the way back to the café meeting point 
where we had a quick cup of tea before the others arrived.

We stopped a couple of times on the way back to admire the view once 
again, by the Brest and Nantes canal where a large group of French 
families were having a picnic and the second, further along the canal 
(which looked more like a river), where about twelve boats were 
moored. We decided not to stop for coffee as the ‘deviations’ were 
becoming frequent and it was getting late. We joined the motorway in 
convoy to save time which worked ok until Graham fell back too far just 
where two motorways joined and we lost him. Fortunately, Phil and Sue 
were behind him and as they know the area very well took over the lead 
arriving back at the hotel only a few minutes after the rest of us.

Clare and Michael joined us again for the evening meal and drinks/chat 
outside. Hugh wanted us all down for breakfast at 6.15am the next 
morning so everyone turned in early. We were on the road on our way 
back to St Malo at 7.30am, at times in thick mist. The trip back was 
mostly motorway and we arrived in plenty of time to start boarding 
the ship at 9.00 o’clock. Hugh and Richard were called on board almost 
immediately, we found out later that as they were both in original Minis 
they had been picked out to fill a small space; the rest of us had to wait 
nearly an hour before we embarked almost the last to board. We were 
however, one of the first off the ship at Portsmouth. Ten hours on a ferry 
is a long time. We managed to keep ourselves amused without upsetting 
anybody and disembarked at 6.30pm. Lesley and I got home at about 
10.00pm. The Cooper did about 37 miles to the gallon and used no oil. 
None of us had any problems with the cars while we were away.

Many, many thanks to Hugh, Jan, Clare and Michael for arranging a 
fantastic trip for us. The accommodation, food, drink and the road 
book/runs were all brilliant and very professionally organised. Josselin 
is a lovely location as is the surrounding area and all the French people 
we met were very friendly and easy to get on with, even if, at times, 
communication was difficult (if Clare and Michael were not there). 
Would we go again? ‘Ben sur’.

Geoff Bethel 
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Stop alongside Brest and Nantes canal

Rochfort en terre

Coffee at Bar de la Foret

Rochfort en terre’s beautiful old streets and buildings
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A very Mini wedding
By Lesley Young

At 1 pm on the 27th June 2015 the Chairman’s Ex-Works replica 
embarked on one of its most important journeys when it took 

our daughter 350 metres from our house to the church on her 
wedding day.  We managed to get her and her dress into the little 
Mini without any trouble - she is very tiny - and off they went, with 
straight cut gears whining down the road, so that everyone in the 
church, and importantly her husband to be, knew that she was on 
her way.  The bridesmaid and I were in David Young’s (Robert’s 
brother) John Cooper Works MINI Cooper S, so we were keeping 
it in the family and saving money on wedding cars! The newlyweds 
then returned to our garden in their MINI Cooper for the 
reception - a truly Mini occasion.

Fortunately, the sun shone all day, we entertained 120 guests in a 
marquee, and with garden games, including welly wanging (a great 
hit and very competitive), Swingball and Jenga in the field and a 
great disco with everyone dancing in the marquee. The bridegroom 
even entertained the guests with his band for a short set piece and 
everyone was still out in the garden at gone midnight such was the 
perfect weather.

It was a tremendous amount of hard work putting on an event like this 
in our garden - most of it done by the couple themselves - but in the 
end it was well worth it with everything going to plan. Good thing we 
only have one daughter!

Lesley Young

The bride getting into her father’s ‘Mini carriage’ On their short journey to the church

The beautiful bride and proud mother

The MCR Car Register database now has just under 1,200 cars registered. 
Please do register your car if you have not already done so with 
the appropriate Register. We would like to get all our members 
cars details safely recorded on the new MCR computerised register 
database since it will provide a useful resource for the club going 
forward and into the future. 

Sadly, I have to report that registrars, Martyn Collins and Suzy 
Kinsman, have both stepped down from their respective positions. 
I take this opportunity to thank them both for their valued 
contributions to the club whilst in their former positions. However, 
I am pleased to announce that David Young and Alan Clark have 

volunteered to take their places. David will be taking on the New 
MINI register from Martyn Collins, and I am sure that he will be 
known to you as he regularly contributes to CooperWorld with 
reports on various Mini racing events. Alan is new to the club and 
has a passion for 1275GT’s. He was at Beaulieu this year showing 
his immaculate car and is looking forward to sharing his knowledge 
on the successor to the Cooper. I wish them both all the best in 
their new roles.

Enjoy your Cooper, and 1275GT

Peter Barratt

MCR Car Register database  by Peter Barratt
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LETTERS
Re: Tyres Part 3, what the makers say 

I received a response from Michelin too late for its inclusion in last 
months CooperWorld. Below is an edited version of their letter, which 
for some reason refers to trucks. However, I have been assured by them 
that any comment that is applicable to trucks is also applicable to cars.

Richard Pengelly
...................................................o0o...................................................

...................................................o0o...................................................

Just as a post script to these tyre articles. Rubber is a constantly 
changing material. As the tyre absorbs energy in the form of light 
heat or movement the tyre continues to vulcanise. This ongoing 
vulcanisation causes the rubber to be come stiffer and more 
brittle. Also over time damp air/water causes the steel to rubber 
bond to weaken leading to reduced tyre strength and reduced 
heat resistance. The message is, with tyres, nothing stays the 
same for ever.

FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

Thank you for all the entries for this month’s competition. Choosing a 
winner has been difficult.

I like Minis to pictures of the Cooper by the pumps and the shot on Hastings 
Beach. I remember the beach looked like that 40 years ago when my 
parents had a caravan nearby.

But this month’s winner is Kris (KMP). I like the composition of shooting 
through the archway.

Stuart Watson – surfblue63
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: 01342 315009      E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

To view our complete stock visit our website www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 
Roof Rack Twin Spare 

Wheel (complete) 

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

Competition Semi Synthetic Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50
 

Specially formulated for the Mini combined engine and gearbox application
 

Authorised distributor.

Telephone 01984 629540



Where have the last 21 years gone? That’s how many 
years have passed since tens of thousands of Mini 

enthusiasts congregated at Rover’s official Silverstone 
Mini 35 celebrations back in 1994 over the August Bank 
holiday weekend.

The ‘35’ event was officially organised by Tony Stephens 
Associates on behalf of Rover although they relied 
heavily on the MCR for key officials and helpers to make 
it happen. High profile MCR officials like, Donald Farr, 
Phillip Splett and John Parnell, gathered the troupes 
to make things run as smoothly as possible. I do recall 
there were a lot more officials than official crew 
uniforms. Solving this meant some got the Tee-Shirt, 
others the Windcheater. In helping Mr Parnell with the 
‘Best kept Mini’ Concours near the Silverstone start 
line, I ended up with JP’s Windcheater. Ever the fashion 
conscious one, he refused to wear the official crew 
garment. On the day though, it was the key to be able to 
go anywhere, not that John let that bother him.

We were on a limited timeframe to set up and judge the 
‘Best kept Mini’, because a whole host of other activities 
were planned for the same area. Such as, a Mr Bean 
impersonator, who, although looked the part and had 
the use of a real ‘Bean’ Mini, couldn’t actually drive a 
car! So, that was suitably hammed up to put on a show. 
Someone who could drive though was Russ Swift and 
his crew doing their highly skilled driving antics using 
several Mini 35s for some crowd pleasing manoeuvres. 
Taking full advantage of the occasion Rover, of course, 
had released their Sprite-spec Mini 35 Limited Editions. 
I might have missed something but they failed to capture 
my imagination. Maybe it was at least 2 of the 3 colours 

28 | www.minicooper.org

OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

The official crew garment… not John Parnell’s idea of fashion

‘621 AOK’ Mini No.1 and friends at Silverstone

Mr Bean Mini and Rowan Atkinson impersonator
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.



Rover applied to this model – Pearlescent 
Nevada red, Arizona blue metallic and White 
Diamond. Or maybe it was just that there 
were so many special editions emanating from 
Longbridge during that period.

I do recall however, that someone sent the 
‘Best kept Mini’ entrants away before John had 
been able to give out the awards and he spent 
a significant amount of time afterwards playing 
‘needle in a haystack’ to find the class-winning 
owners scattered amongst several thousand 
other Minis.

Away from the track there were many displays, 
such as Basil Wales’ Ex-Works Mini area, various 
Mini specialist trade stands, including John Cooper 
Garages who were debuting their JCG Rover 
Cooper-based ‘Grand Prix’ Limited Edition. 
MiniWorld magazine also had a line-up of Minis 
spaning 1959 to 1994 current production at the 
time. There was also an Autojumble area to 
scratch in and around for those elusive parts and 
accessories. So much to see and not enough hours 
to see it all in!

It was the biggest Mini event I’ve ever been 
to and I can probably safely say, likely to ever 
be at again. Significant for many reasons, be 
it simply in meeting other Mini enthusiasts or, 
indeed, seeing various Minis that I’d previously 
only ever seen in the pages of UK magazines or 
books. However, most significant would have 
to be that after the crowds had headed off 
after much walking had taken place, I stumbled 
upon Mr Cooper (as I would always address 
him in person), walking across the Silverstone 
paddock area as he was attempting to leave. It 
was hardly glamorous, but totally appropriate 
given Cooper racing cars and Mini Coopers had 
been prepared, raced and won at Silverstone 
over many years. The invite from Mr Cooper 
to Ferring was an unexpected bonus, although 
I’m sure many others were also invited that 
day. John Cooper was the greatest PR asset 
for, not only the business he and Mike ran at 
Ferring, but the whole Mini brand throughout 
the 1990s. 
 
The following day it was the turn of the Mini racers 
with the ‘Fastest Mini in the world’ competition 
taking place on Bank Holiday Monday. But the 
Parnell Citroen had been pointed to London on the 
Sunday evening. 

Stephen Dalton
Photos S Dalton

L33 EJB the 1994 Monte Carlo Rally Rover Cooper crewed by Hopkirk/
Crellin followed by the prototype Mini-based MG ADO34

Alan Meaker’s ex British Transport Minister, Ernest Marples Cooper S 
hatchback

John Cooper Garages marquee, hidden 
amongst the crowd is their JCG ‘Grand Prix’ 
LE Mini

Russ Swift and crew finish their manoeuvres
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www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

01376 574000 
 Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

 Terms & Conditions apply 

PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers. 

Classic Car  -  Modern Car  -  Classic 4x4
Classic Military  -  Classic Bike  -  Classic Commercial

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great
deal on your RENEWAL, our classic

car policies deliver exceptional
cover at very aff ordable premiums

Our ‘BEST’ Deal In
CLASSIC MINI INSURANCE

1985
30 YEARS 2015

Single Car
Policies

Multi-Car
Discounts

Modern & Classic
Cars on One Policy 

MCR Member Discounts

Special Rates
for Collections 

FREE Agreed Value 

FREE Breakdown & 
Recovery 

All Minis 10 years
& older

£75
 from

 50%
 up to

STANFORD HALL MINI SHOW

Sunday 13th September 2015
  

I am again offering my services as co-ordinator for 
the always well attended Mini Cooper Register 
stand at Stanford Hall National Mini show, 
Lutterworth, Leicestershire. 

Hopefully like previous years we will have a display 
showing the diversity of models that the Mini Cooper 
Register represents.

Contact me to book your place
email - jfilor@talktalk.net  
or 01664 566614 (after 6pm) 
leaving your contact details.Places are limited so as usual 
it will be on a first come first served basis. 
I will need your membership number, 
contact details and full details of your car for display.

Jerry Filor 

Coopers at Combe
Castle Combe Race Circuit

Saturday 22nd August 2015
  

Entry is limited to 15 cars and places are available on 
a first come first served basis, so book early to avoid 
disappointment by contacting Graham E Robinson and 
also for further details. 
This is a very popular event with members. Usually, 
only five cars are allowed out on to the track at once 
making it safer than other Mini track days at this circuit. 
Club members are welcome to spectate on the day and 
admission is free. 

80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex,  
SS3 0HW 01702 219298  

graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 



THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young

Neil Anderson, having a clear out at home, has sent in an 
extract from a very rare and interesting BMC in-house 

publication called ‘Salesman’. This, dated from autumn 1959, 
extols the virtues and, of course, the selling points of what was 
then the new Mini. Titled ADO15, the article talks about the 
radical design and the virtues of the Mini’s many features that 
would equip the salesman to temp the then sceptical buying public 
into parting with their hard earned cash. Other than the odd 
technical error, where they say that the car does not have a crown 
wheel and pinion and hence saves space, the most revealing fact 
is the measured space inside the car compared to contemporary 
mid-size family saloons. We take for granted the space inside 
the Mini but back then it was a revelation. Accompanying the 
article is a superb colour shot of an Austin Seven parked outside 
a quintessentially English thatched cottage, with a lady in a tweed 

skirt and woollen cardigan – so typical of the time. The article and artwork is so nice, I thought 
that I’d reproduce it in its entirety rather than précis it. What a great car the Mini is….. 

Robert Young
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COMPETITION

Bournemouth Weekend 2015Rally Festival Trasmiera
By Tom Bradley

Following an invitation from the organisers 
of the Rally Festival Trasmiera, I recently 

took my Group 1 Mini Clubman 1275GT 
rally car to Santander, Cantabria, Northern 
Spain to take part in the event over the 
period of 4th to 6th June 2015.

The deal was a reduced entry fee – Temporary 
Spanish Competition Licence and Discounted 
4 star hotel accommodation for 4 nights. 
There was also a reduced ferry fare from 
Southampton to Santander but we did not take 
advantage of that. Instead my wife Marley and I 
decided that we would drive down from Dover 
to Santander, without spares and service crew 
and towing the Mini on a trailer. We stopped off 
for three nights in French Hotels and arrived in 
Hoznayo on Wednesday 3rd June.

Early on Thursday 4th I met with my Spanish 
co-driver, Iker Balerdi from Bilbao for the first 
time. He informed me that the first Super 
Special stage was that same evening and we 
should go out to make pace notes. A surprise 
indeed – all my rallying had been done in the 
70s and 80s in the UK and pace notes were 
banned at that time. So off we went but the 
next surprising thing I notice is Iker using an 
ipad to make the notes. Well, this dinasaur did 
get a shock I can tell you!

The event took place on closed tarmac roads in 
the mountains of the Pyrenees above Santander. 
It is fully embraced by the local population and 
attracts many thousands of spectators to the 
stages. The atmosphere was fantastic, just like 
the Lombard/RAC rally use to be in the 1970s 
except it was very warm weather!

The first Super Special stage took place that 
evening and afterwards it was dinner and bed, 

ready for an early start next morning to do 
the rest of the pace noting before the next 
two stages again in the evening. Tired isn’t the 
word but the adrenalin kept me going plus the 
red wine with dinner each evening!!

Once again, that evening we set out and 
completed the first stage without mishap 
but just before entering the second stage 
the clutch decided it wasn’t going to work 
properly and we also picked up a puncture 
on the front offside wheel just as it was 
getting dark. I had just had the gearbox 
rebuilt and as it was the roughest stage of 
them all, I decided that caution was the 
better part of valour and that we should 
retire the car. However, we still had to 
get out of the control area so we had to 
change the wheel. The jack broke under 
the weight of the car and we had to enlist 
the use of spectators to lift the car up 
while I changed the wheel. The old ways 
work best and we made it back to the 
service area starting the car in first gear 
whenever we were stopped and then we 
retired to the bar. Next day we helped 
other crews in whatever way we could but 
our event was run, although we did go to 
the after event party.

There were 111 crews that started the 
event and they came mainly from Spain, 
France and Italy with six crews from the UK. 
It is run just like the Eiffel Rally in Germany 
and obviously the organisers were hoping 
that it will become as big as the Eiffel Rally in 
the future.

It was a fantastic experience and so good to 
get out on the track again on proper rally 
stages. Will I go again? You bet. Organisers 
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have already asked me to do it again and 
I will, but next time I shall take the ferry 
to Santander as the round trip was two 
thousand six hundred and fifty five miles!

The next event I will be participating in is 
the Bradford Classic Rally in Bowling Park, 
Bradford during 15th and 16th August. This 
event is run by the Bradford City Council 
and regulated by the MSA. Hopefully see 
you there!

Tom Bradley

English contingent at the after rally party

My Spanish Co driver Iker pace noting
Above: Photos from the rally program showing 
the variety of cars taking part
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Bournemouth Weekend 2015MINI Challenge Silverstone GP 13th – 14th June
By David Young

I am beginning to love Silverstone, both as a spectator and as a Photographer. It takes a few trips 
to the circuit to get to know the vantage points, that is those not too far away from the circuit 

and close enough to see the racing as well as take pictures. The only issue I have is that the circuit 
is enormous. 6 laps in qualifying and 8 or 9 laps in each race! The GP circuit is 3.66 miles long. So, 
when the race starts you have about 2 minutes of twiddling your thumbs or time to move around 
without missing racing.

Saturday morning in June and what did the weather do? It rained, and it rained and it rained. 
A wet track does give reflections to play with and the spray means you can take the first 
car’s picture, the rest are just like a pea souper fog. Predictably the cars stayed spaced out 
but a few had moments trying to test the limits. Fortunately, being a wide and long circuit, 
there are lots of run offs! I shall not bother you with great details, I just could not follow 
the session and take pictures as well. Lawrence Davey in his ‘First 4 vans’ Gen 3 F56 was 
quickest in his usual spectacular sideways style, followed by David Grady and Lee Pattison, 
all 3 are very experienced racers familiar with Silverstone. The JCWs were lead home by 
Erkka Lindstedt, Neil Newstead and Hamish Brandon, all within half a second of each other. 

Cooper class had the usual Ricky Page in 
front followed by Nathan Harrison and 
Max Bladon. Ricky being 3 seconds clear in 
his Sussex Road and Race run car.

Saturday Afternoon the rain was getting 
heavier, full set of waterproofs on and I still got 
wet through. I had to do the starting grid, all 
the cars looked awesome on the grid. 36 MINI 
Challenge cars, 16 Gen3 F56s, 8 JCWs and 12 
Coopers, what a sight! Galloping toward the 
first corner (Copse) in the pouring rain, spray 
everywhere, I could not see a thing after the 
first cars passed. The camera and lens stayed 
dry though, but that’s another story!

It was superb racing with William Phillips 
improving from 5th then to 3rd, whilst 
Lawrence Davey and Lee Pattison changed 
places a few times. Neil Newstead in the 
JCWs showed Hamish a clean pair of heels 
and led from the first bend until the flag with 
Errka close behind. A podium on only his 
3rd time out! Ricky Page did his usual thing, 
pulling out an enormous lead only to nearly 
get overtaken in the dying minutes. Nathan 
Harrison and Max Blandon stayed with him 
until the flag. Time to dry out!

Sunday morning and the sky is cloudy but 
should stay dry. On the first race I decided 
to take a long walk around to Luffield corner, 
it was either there or Club corner (too far 
to walk). My car was on display so I had to 
walk, (I need the exercise anyway). Great 
thing about both of these places is that you 
can cover a few angles and have a great view 
of approaching cars, a must have for race 
photography trackside. Well a great race, it 
stayed dry, the sun came out and my big f2.8 
300m lens misted up from yesterdays soaking. 
Still, I managed to get a few off before the 
mist became too problematical. Although I 
did have spare lenses unfortunately they were 
in my car! Ryan Rode, a young man from 
South Africa, had his first win on UK soil, to 
say he was happy is an understatement. A 
well-deserved win keeping Lawrence Davey 
at bay with Charlie Butler-Henderson (yes, 
the famous one) just behind, all in Gen3 
F56s. JCWs were, again, led home by Neil 
Newstead in the Oakfield Motorsport car 
with Hamish Brandon in 2nd and Kevin 
O’Connor in third, showing his improvement 

The Coopers of Neal, Davey, Pole and Hammond diving into Luffield

Nathan Harrison leading Max Blandon and Max Leaver into the Loop

Henry Neal leading Mark Wakefield and Simon Walton into the Loop

Charlie Butler-Henderson 
congratulating Ryan Rhode on his win
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at Brands was no fluke. Coopers had Ricky page and Nathan Harrison at it again with Mark 
Wakefield joining in, Max Blandon had to put up with 4th. I must say that the Coopers racing is a 
superb sight, really close stuff and lots of them - 13 in fact on Sunday.

The F56s all had a new gearbox design fitted for these rounds, so far it seems great, and as the 
Quaife engineers all seemed content they went home on the Saturday. We just had one clutch 
failure with Rob Smith being side-lined in Race 2 whilst in 3rd place.

The final race was at stupid O’clock - 16.10 to be exact, this time the sky had clouded over, 
rain was expected, but I am glad to say it did not arrive until after the last race. Lawrence 
Davey was quick away and led until lap 7 of 9, when both Lee Patterson and Charlie Butler-
Henderson managed to get past him. Lawrence managed to get back one place to finish 
second from Charlie, but what a race. Neil Newstead was the star of the JCW race, from 
6th on the grid he speed off into the lead and stayed there for 3 wins out of 3 - what a 
performance. It just shows what great preparation and good driving can do. Bill Sollis, his 
race engineer, was a little bit overjoyed. Neil’s car did not miss a beat all weekend. 2nd and 
3rd went to Errka and Kevin, these two chaps were also having a great weekend. I really feel 
for Kevin, he has been around the MINI Challenge probably as long as I have, at last he has 
a competitive car and is getting the results he so justly deserves. The Cooper Class was yet 
another close race, this time Nathan managed to get past Ricky on the 5th lap and stay there 
until the flag. Max Blandon stayed put in 3rd with Max Leaver and Mark Wakefield keeping 
him honest. This was again the race to watch.

What a weekend for the MIN Challenge. Superb grids of 37 cars on the Sunday, superb racing, 
great people, great hospitality by Refined Concierge. Onward and upwards. Brands MINI Festival 
followed by Oulton Park (My favourite) and then a break before Donington GP and Snetterton. 
All details are at: www.MINIChallenge.co.uk.

David Young

Race No Position Gen 3 JCW Cooper

Qualifying 1 Lawrence Davey Errka Lindstedt Ricky Page

2 David Grady Neil Newstead Nathan Harrison

3 Lee Pattison Hamish Brandon Max Blandon

Race 1 1 Lee Pattison Neil Newstead Ricky Page

2 Lawrence Davey Hamish Brandon Nathan Harrison

3 William Phillips Errka Lindstedt Max Blandon

Race 2 1 Ryan Rhode Neil Newstead Ricky Page

2 Lawrence Davey Hamish Brandon Nathan Harrison

3 Charlie Butler-Henderson Kevin O'Connor Mark Wakefield

Race 3 1 Lee Pattison Neil Newstead Nathan Harrison

2 Lawrence Davey Errka Lindstedt Ricky Page

3 Charlie Butler-Henderson Kevin O'Connor Max Blandon

Lee Pattison leading Lawrence Davey out of Village Corner

Charlie Butler Henderson leading Chris 
Smith before Chris’s clutch went

Ryan Rhode leading Mark Steward 
round Luffield

Lee Pattison leading William Phillips 
into Woodcote Corner

Luke Reade leading Chris Boon and 
Nick Foster (BTCC WSR fame)
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Bournemouth Weekend 2015MINI Challenge at the Brands Hatch Mini Festival 27-28th June 
Minis, MINIs and more Minis By David Young

After a very wet Silverstone meeting the MINI Challenge was to play 
a major starring role at this year’s Mini Festival on the Brands Hatch 

Indy circuit.

I ventured down to Brands on the Friday to catch up with all the drivers 
and teams whilst they set up their cars on a track day. What a sight to 
see; classic pre 66 Appendix K and the new MINI F56s side by side on 
the track, 50 years apart in design and technology. An Appendix K Pre 
66 Mini costing considerably more than an F56 race car too.

The MINI Challenge cars played the starring role in my view, with all the cars 
lined up in the pits outside the garages and then on the grid prior to the F56-
JCW race on Sunday morning. The grid being formed by the MINI Challenge 
cars from all the classes and it is just a shame that they could not all race 
together - 39 cars being a bit over the limit of Brand Hatch’s capacity.

Qualifying on Saturday was missed by yours truly with the wedding of 
the MCR chairman’s (my brother) daughter, complete with a garden 
party on par with that of one put on by the Queen. It had to be done! 

Anyway, back to MINI racing, the F56 grid for the first race was led by 
William Phillips, Ryan Rhode and Rob Smith, the JCWs had, Neil Newstead, 
Hamish Brandon and Jono Brown in front. Lawrence Davey at last getting 
the win he has been after all year with fastest lap as well. 2nd and 3rd went 
to Ryan Rhode and William Phillips respectively. JCWs had Jono Brown in 
the Sussex Road & Race car of Craig Freeman beating Neil Newstead to 
the chequered flag, followed by team mate, Steve Ruxton-Cocker, in their 
Oakfield Motorsport Cars. All this after a red flag and restart due to an 
incident at Paddock bend on the opening lap. Neil surviving with a much 
dented passenger door after a tussle with EVO’s Dan Prosser, and the two 
F56’s of Mark Steward and Luke Reade playing in the beach! Neil was very 
fortunate in that he scored maximum points as Jono had not entered the 
Championship this year and subsequently he did not score any points. Neil 
also came away with a start at the back of the JCW grid (10 places) penalty 
and points on his licence.

The Cooper qualifying had the usual suspects all in with chance of pole, 
but eventually Max Leaver and Ricky Page had the front row followed 
by the Coastal team of Martin Poole and Nathan Harrison. The first 
race had Nathan Harrison, Max Bladon and Martin Poole finishing 1st, 
2nd and 3rd in a very tight pack. Ricky Page was overtaken after locking 
his brakes up into Clearways allowing the three cars through. ABS 
issues on Ricky’s car I suspect!

Sunday morning and the MINI Festival got into its stride. What a site, all 
the MINI Challenge cars, beautifully turned out, all lined up outside the 
pit garages for the Public to see, and with a few glamour opportunities 
for the Power Maxed grid girls to pose for you! Don’t go there!

The opening Cooper race was the race of the weekend with Nathan 
Harrison and Ricky Page at it for 21 laps. What a sight, Nathan Harrison 
pipping Ricky at the finish line by 0.019 seconds! With Mark Wakefield 
just waiting for a mistake to happen, he finished 3rd in their slipstream! 
One of the closest and best races of the season, with no JCWs or F56s 
to contend with.
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Lee Pattison flame throwing

The Lunchtime Grid Walk

Neil Newstead ‘Victory’ Race 2

Ryan Rhode, Rob Smith, Lee Pattison & David Grady in convoy behind the Safety Car
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Up next was the grid walk of the MINI Challenge cars, followed by a few drops of 
rain and promise of a great race. The F56 cars sound amazing, they had changed the 
exhaust system as the cats were all getting blocked, and the end result was spectacular 
flames and pops on the overrun, which, with the sound of the straight cut sequential 
boxes, makes for great sounding cars; Mini BTCC style. The race had Lawrence Davey 
in his Cooper Tunbridge Wells/First4Vans supported car leading from flag to lights, 
scoring win number two of the weekend, and after 3 years without a win! Ryan Rhode 
was 2nd followed by Rob Smith. JCWs had Neil Newstead overcoming his grid penalty 
to take the win from Hamish Brandon and Steve Ruxton-Cocker. 23 laps of pure fun 
racing and great to watch.

The Coopers were up next at 4.20pm. This time Ricky Page got in front and stayed 
there. This was after a red flag with two cars in the kitty litter with one ending up on 
its roof! All made it to restart, some from the pit lane after removing broken glass and 
health and safety checks! Ricky was over the moon with his win. Nathan was happy with 
the championship lead and Max Leaver secured 3rd. Henry Neal nearly getting his 1st 
podium. (Dad was away playing with the BTCC at Croft).

Final race of the day was the last F56/JCW race at 20 minutes to 6! Very close to the 
curfew at 6.30pm. It was a great start with David Grady and Lawrence Davey sprinting 
off into the sunset, usual over exuberance into Paddock on cold tyres had cars going 
ever where. So the safety car was deployed, and round and round they all went until 
Mark Steward’s car was recovered. Safety car in, and off they went, again Grady and 
Davey sprinted off with the others close behind. The JCW class was being keenly 
fought with Hamish Brandon on fresher tyres just holding Neil and Steve off. Next lap 
and Lee Pattison carrying too much speed into paddock in pursuit of Grady and Davey 
had his car roll, after a few laps behind the safety car the race was red flagged bringing 
a great MINI Festival to a disappointing end.

David Young

JCW/F56

P56s

Qualifying F56

1 William Phillips

2 Ryan Rhode

3 Rob Smith

Race 1

1 Lawrence Davey

2 Ryan Rhode

3 William Phillips

Race 2

1 Lawrence Davey

2 Ryan Rhode

3 Rob Smith

Race 3

1 David Grady

2 Lawrence Davey

3 Ryan Rhode

JCWs

Qualifying JCW

1 Neil Newstead

2 Hamish Brandon

3 Jono Brown

Race 1

1 Jono Brown

2 Neil Newstead

3 Steve Ruxton-Cocker

Race 2

1 Neil Newstead

2 Hamish Brandon

3 Steve Ruxton-Cocker

Race 3

1 Hamish Brandon

2 Neil Newstead

3 Steve Ruxton-Cocker

Coopers

Qualifying

1 Max Leaver

2 Ricky Page

3 Martin Poole

Race 1

1 Nathan Harrison

2 Max Bladon

3 Martin Poole

Race 2

1 Nathan Harrison

2 Ricky Page

3 Mark Wakefield

Race 3

1 Hamish Brandon

2 Neil Newstead

3 Steve Ruxton-Cocker

Kevin O’Connor’s Pre 66 “S” alongside Luke Caudle in the PowerMaxed F56

Max Leaver, Simon Walton, Martin Poole Mark 
Wakefield & Nathan Harrison going up Hailwoods Hill

Luke Reid with the Grid Girls

Hamish Brandon on his way to Victory on the last race 
of the weekend

The whole F56/JCW Grid behind the Safety Car



COMPETITION

Bournemouth Weekend 2015Prescott hillclimb – DEWS Championship
By Tony Salter

The DEWS contingent made another visit to the Prescott hillclimb in 
June with a good number of Minis and derivatives present.

Held over the weekend we were initially disappointed to be told that 
we would have only 4 runs over the entire weekend; two on Saturday 
and two on Sunday.

Prescott has to be one of the best venues in the country for spectating 
and, indeed, for competing with a fast start, then a challenging flow of 
bends in the middle, followed by a fast dash to the finish. Facilities are 
also very good with a permanent clubhouse/restaurant and numerous 
fast food and ice cream outlets.

Saturday was hot and dry and the track was relatively kind to all of 
us with plenty of grip, although the lack of familiarity was a problem. 
Fastest of the Mini contingent in the first run was Derek Kessell with 
a 49.78 second run in his Maguire Mini Cooper S. Behind Derek came 
Brian Davage in his Rover Cooper with a 54.50 seconds run. The 
remainder of the class completing the course within 60 seconds.

The second run of the day came after a delay because a Fiesta ST in 
another class went straight on at Pardon bend. The marshals carefully 
extracted the driver, who thankfully was ok, and recovered the car. Then it 
was time for the Minis to line up for the start again. Once again Derek took 
the honours with a 48.93 seconds run, followed by Brian with a blistering 
52.77 seconds run! An impressive drive in what looks like a regular Rover 
Cooper. The rest of the class all again within the 60 seconds.

With Sunday came the rain. It started at around 1am and stayed 
throughout the majority of the day. Our first runs were very wet and 
the course was extremely slippery. The 048 Yokohamas that many of us 
in the road going section were using proved their worth in the rain, but 
a streaming track meant that only the brave were really going to push, 
and I for one was not.

The last run of the weekend was also the best for nearly everyone in 
the class. I have to admit that I made a major mistake going into Pardon 
bend, with the back end drifting out and opposite lock applied to avoid 
the tyre barriers, after that my run was quite subdued. That however, 
was of no consequence; I was never going to challenge the leaders. The 
fastest Mini was, once again, Derek Kessell in the Maguire with 48.58 
seconds but Mike Egan piped Brian Davage by a couple of tenths with a 
52.07 seconds run.
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Although not in the DEWS class, there were a number of other Minis 
competing on the weekend, including Bill Needham’s Coldwell twin 
cam and a nice looking MK2 Morris estate.

Don’t forget that Mini Cooper Register members participating in the 
DEWS Championship can benefit from prizes awarded at the end of the 
season for the best points score.

Tony Salter
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Beaulieu

Once again this register put on a superb 
display at Beaulieu, albeit one smaller 
than we usually manage. With the 60th 
anniversary of the BMC Competitions 
Department’s celebrations at Silverstone 
a week after Beaulieu, several cars 
elected to go there rather than to 
Beaulieu. There were also a couple of 
‘no shows’, which disappointingly, just 
at the last minute, left a few holes in our 
normally well laid out display. But with 
fine weather and the sun shining, the 
display was well received, so thanks to 
all those who took part.

We had two lovely Works replica race cars on display, Mark 
Feetham’s Cooper Car Company replica which he often uses 
in anger, looked splendid. This was complimented by Richard 
Humphrey’s very attractive Britax replica, as always a crowd pleaser. 
Onto the Ex-Works rally cars where sadly the first of which, 977 ARX 
was missing. Pat Walker has been unwell for sometime and was just 
too poorly to make the trip, especially as he was also due to bring 
along his 8 porter historic rallycar. We wish him a speedy recovery. 

So, the first of the early Ex-Works cars was Chris Spennewyn’s CRX 
88B, always a Beaulieu regular and these days displaying a lovely 
patina of age. Peter Moss brought along his DJB 92B, another 1964 
car but quite different to Chris’ lightweight car. John McIntosh’s LBL 
590E turned up late having had a flat tyre on his new set of Dunlop 
SP44s so was sporting an incongruous Yoko008 on the rear. John 
had been busy of late mustering as many Ex-Works Minis as possible 
for the forthcoming Ex-Works cars display at Silverstone. See John’s 
report elsewhere in the magazine.

Our editor, Paul Sulma, arrived on a flat bed truck with his RJB 327F, 
which had refused to start despite his best efforts. Fuelling issues with 
the car’s twin H6 carbs seemed to be the general consensus of the 
problem. This car formed a very attractive display of later cars, joined 
by Andrew Bond with YMO 886J – always looking immaculate and 
sounding superb with its twin Webers. 

For me, and it’s a bit unfair to pick out a star of our display, but this 
must go to YMO 885J on its first appearance at Beaulieu and which 
John Tarrant brought the car over from the Isle of Man. This is a 
virtually untouched car, which you may recall I covered in a short 
article last July. YMO 885J was the last of the two Abingdon built 
Minis, along with Andrew Bond’s 886J. These two Clubman fronted 
Cooper Ss were the pinnacle of Abingdon’s development of the 
Mini. With Westlake 8 port heads, dry decks and twin Weber carbs 
- these were very powerful cars. The car has been locked away, 
virtually untouched, in the Isle of Man since it was purchased by Andy 
McClements from Abingdon, when it closed.

The car was subsequently re-registered 777 VMN in the Isle of Man and 
used to good effect on numerous events. Once retired, it stayed largely 
unused and undisturbed in Andy’s garage in Corby for 30 years, until 
sadly, Andy passed away a couple of years ago. The family decided to 
hold onto the car and Mervyn Johnston persuaded the family to let him 
take the car under his wing to recommision it. Mervyn was a very close 
friend of Andy - and has been the only person to ever be entrusted to 
work on the car. The icing on the cake for Melvyn was when he decided 
to remove the Fablon 777 VMN number plates from the car, and low 
and behold the YMO 885J numbers were still underneath. It was such 
a pleasure to see this car and many thanks for John and his team for 
bringing the car over the water for us all to see. The car was also sitting 
on a very rare set of 12” Minilites and an even rarer set of new, old stock 
12” SP44 Dunlop Weathermasters - fantastic!

Complementing the two YMO cars was another new car to 
Beaulieu and that was David Dyson’s Works replica YMO 881K 
which has been completed by David to a stunningly high standard 
with his attention to detail at a very high level. I’m sure many would 
have been impressed with just how good the car is, right down to 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Ex-Works cars in the beautiful Beaulieu sunshine are always a 
popular attraction

Mark Feetham’s Cooper Car Company replica with Peter Baldwin 
in the background holding court

The beautifully original YMO 885J brought over by John Tarrant 
from the Isle of Man which everybody was delighted to see
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the replica sponsorship stickers. I think David has raised the bar for 
Works replicas with this stunning car.

Jim Partridge, another Beaulieu regular brought along his very colourful 
and much used Eddie Stobart FIA Group N car built by the Plant 
brothers. This car is always popular and Jim was interviewed by 
Graham in the arena with the car, which always adds to the day. Barrie 
Williams, one of our welcomed Honorary members, brought along his 
Welsh Rally winning historic rally car, 120 MNP and his car was joined 
by the lovely early 850 rally car 7879 NK, now owned and displayed by 
Peter Dadson. Quite a contrast between this and the YMO cars that 
show the development from early cars to the latest Works Minis.

Of our Works replicas, Paul Clare brought along his lovely Alpine 
Rally replica LPC 908D and this was complemented by Paul Eeles’ 
Monte replica, which he, again, has continued to improve and he 
too gave of his time being interviewed by Graham in the arena. 
Finally, my BFX 404B, also a Monte replica, made up the numbers 
on what was a small but quality display that we can, once again feel 
justifiably proud of.

Festival of Speed

Not that I attended this year due to family commitments, but the 
two usual Ex-Works Minis were there charging around the rallystage. 
James Martin’s 8 EMO was there, with Peter Smith at the wheel as 
James was driving Jaguar cars over the weekend. Peter tells me that 
he benefited from a few laps tuition from Rauno Aaltonen, so much 
so, that he took 5 seconds off his time when let loose again. Rauno 
was, as usual, at the wheel of Paul Robert’s 569 FMO, looked after by 
JME Engineering, the Healey specialist. Sadly, Rauno had a mechanical 
failure with Paul Robert’s car when a steering arm sheared clean 
through, pitching the now uncontrollable car into the scenery and 
against a stout tree. A damaged front end and subframe saw the car 
withdrawn for the rest of the weekend. 

Peter Smith and Steve Magson in James Martin’s Ex-Works Mini 8 
EMO at the Festival of Speed

The YMO collection

Jim Patridge’s evergreen Eddie Stobart Plant brothers’ car

Sheared steering arm of 569 FMOPaul Clare’s very accurate Alpine Rally Works replica
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Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this month’s report which 
comes after a very busy day at our 
club’s national show at Beaulieu deep 
within the New Forest.

On the Mk1 display this year both 997 
and 998 variants were represented. 
Paul Holloway brought along his 1962 
997 Cooper YFF 207. This Austin 
was built in April 1962 and finished in 
Almond green with an Old English white 
roof, fresh from a light restoration, 
this car has been used for many road 
navigational rallies and did take part in 
the MCR’s very first ‘Minis to Monte’ 
way back in 2004! On the competitive 

side YFF has also been used for hill climbs and sprints, being quite 
successful in the one litre class with its tweaked engine.

As to 998 Coopers, there were two cars on display. The first belonging to 
Barry Chipman with KDV 467F, an Island blue Austin with an Old English 
white roof built towards the end of MK1 production. The grey gold brocade 
trim fitted to this car is the original including the factory fitted reclining seats. 
KDV is no stranger to the concours arena having had numerous awards 
especially at Beaulieu winning the ’Beaulieu’ cup on one occasion.

Finally, we have HPL 909C owned by Richard Carter. This car is 
fresh from restoration and was featured in last month’s edition of the 
magazine. Bought as a barn find it had been stored away for some time 
before Richard acquired and restored it. The car was built as a Morris in 
early 1965 and finished in Tartan red with a black roof. In fact only Tartan 
red and Old English white cars had a black painted roof as standard; they 
also shared the same trim specification of red with grey gold brocade.

Many thanks to Paul, Barry and Richard for kindly bringing along their cars 
for the Mk1 display and to all those who also offered their cars too but, 
unfortunately, we only had space for 3 cars. However, it was good to catch 
up with fellow MK1 owners for updates and news of their projects - there 
were a few promises of written updates and photos so please don’t forget!

It was good to see Vic Watson along for the day with his son, but not with 
his car this year as it was having a light restoration. Vic has owned his car 
for 30 years now, CBP 91B, a Morris 998 finished in Tweed grey with an 
Old English white roof. CBP’s BMC build record is unavailable at Gaydon 
Heritage Centre sadly as the original build ledger, the infamous number ‘57’ 
is missing. The ledger is not just a record of the Coopers built but other Mini 
variants from the same period in July 1964 and, because of this, no Heritage 
certificates are available for these cars. Many thanks for the photos Vic, good 
to see CBP has been treated to a ‘Carcoon’. I think the days have long since 
gone when owners used their cars as a daily drive and kept them outside. 

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

This is a timely reminder with these old cars of ours that the 
numerous stressed items on the suspension and steering do need 
both regular inspection and routine replacement – particularly if 
they are to be used in a hostile environment such as the Goodwood 
rally stage. I hope that the car can soon be repaired and the incident 
won’t deter Paul from continuing to offer the car for Rauno to drive 
on this very popular event.

60th anniversary of the Competitions Department 

Another event I was unable to attend was the above, held at 
Silverstone the week after Beaulieu, as part of the MG race meeting. 
I won’t steal John McIntosh’s thunder here, as he’ll have written a 
report elsewhere in this issue – suffice to say that John managed to 
get together sixteen Ex-Works cars for the Saturday. Despite not 
having the best of weather, the Minis became part of an impressive 50 
car display of Ex-Works BMC, BL, Austin Rover cars. 

This was probably one of the largest collections we’ve seen for a 
long while and with a good number of ex BMC drivers, mechanics 
and managers in attendance. I hope that it won’t be the last of 
such gatherings. I’ll only make special mention here of the first 
appearance of ORX 777F, which Dermott Simpson had restored 
to a very high standard and in double quick time especially for 
the weekend. Having only started on the car in February but with 
the help of numerous experts, to turn up with the car and his Ex-
Works TR7 was a stunning achievement. I know that there are a 
few more details that Dermott wants to attend to or change but 
I’m sure they will be sorted in a more relaxed time frame now that 
the Silverstone meeting is behind him. A supreme effort Dermott 
and well done.

Robert Young

Dermot Simpson’s ORX 777F seen for the first time in many a year 
at MG Live
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black Mk2 S, SLW 58F still existed but it appears not. However, it 
led to him being reintroduced to an old mate, Geoff Bell, who he 
had lost touch with and not spoken to for forty years. Well John 
and Geoff finally met up again on the day and here is the photo 
of them together with Geoff ’s brother Martin. There was a lot 
of catching up to do but it’s clear they’re still both really keen 
Mini enthusiasts, and it just shows the power of the internet and, 
of course, our Mini. Peter kindly offered to let John sit in VAY 
(see photo) to help John rekindle some of those memories of his 
Tartan red Mk 2 S. 

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

The weather was kind for what turned 
out to be yet another fantastic National 
Mini Cooper day at Beaulieu. The 
event keeps on growing with more 
cars on display, traders and autojumble. 
The effort necessary to organise this 
event is huge so, as ever, a big thank 
you to hard working Tony Salter and 
his team.

The Mk 2 S display consisted of a 
good cross section of the register with 
Richard Davies and his Snowberry 
white Austin VUY 735G, Pete 
Chadwick with his Almond green 
Austin MCE 213G and Steve Hotson 
with his Tartan red Morris TLD 727G. 

As you can see from the photos a lot of time had clearly been 
spent preparing these cars to a high standard which made for a 
really great display. All were kept busy throughout the day talking 
and explaining the finer points of their cars. So a big thank you to 
them for taking the time and effort to bring along their pride and 
joy, it was much appreciated.

Elsewhere on the display field I caught up with Peter Hicks and 
his Tartan red and black Austin VAY 500H. I’ve talked about 
this car before and you may remember that it was imported 
from Japan a couple of years ago by Simon Drew of MiniWorks 
up in Scotland. Like a lot of 1960s Minis, the car was exported 
to Japan in the 1990s and this one by Mini specialist John Adair 
through his Heritage Garage business - the car still carries his 
dealer sticker in the back window. Peter bought the car from 
Simon and has sympathetically recomissioned it, careful to keep 
the cars patina intact. Work has included a tidy up of the wiring 
from now removed gauges and switches, replacement of all 
four displacers which had problems with the rubber springing 
perishing and a tidy up of the interior. Peter has fitted factory 
option reclining front seats and replacement rear seats which 
are unusual in that they have been retrimmed in leather. Other 
nice touches include the Speedwell wheels and aftermarket 
steering wheel and rev counter. One interesting point is the 
Japanese required import marking stamped onto the inner wing 
stiffener, ahead of the control box, which I’ve not seen before. 
Good to see this car actually in the metal and back in the UK 
again, thanks to Peter for bringing it to Beaulieu.

Whilst I was looking around VAY with Peter I had a tap on the 
shoulder from John Phillips. John you may remember from a few 
issues back had contacted me to see if his old Tartan red and 

Nick Hunter

Pete Chadwick Richard Davies and Steve Hotson with their cars 
make up the mk2 ‘S’ display (2)

Peter Hicks car VAY 500H at Beaulieu

VAY 500H exported to Japan by Heritage Garage

Underbonnet shot of VAY 500H
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To the register now and one new car to add is Dick Funnell’s 
1967 Austin NPM 100F, which he has owned for the last 40 
years. The car was originally Island blue but Dick changed the 
colour when he bought it all those years ago to black with 
a white roof. The car is an early example and, whilst it has 
clearly had work on it over the years, Dick says it retains its 
original engine and gearbox, interior, body shell and hydrolastic 
suspension. The under bonnet shots show some nice original 
detail including the radiator and oil cooler pipes. Period extras 

include the then popular rear wash wipe and if I’m not mistaken 
a set of 100+ Minilite replica wheels which Dick says replaced 
the magnesium Minilites when they turned to dust! A nice looking 
early car which, if you’re interested Dick is thinking of selling.

Until next time

Nick Hunter

New to the register Dick Funnells Mk2 S

Engine bay of Dick Funnell’s car NBM 100F

John Phillips reliving his youth behind the wheel of Peter Hicks ‘S’ 
VAY 500H

John Phillips reunited (middle) after 40 years with old friends Geoff 
and Martin Bell

Cooper Mk 2 Register

Well that’s Beaulieu over for another year and what a good event it 
was too. Good to see a few MK2s were able to make it to the show. 
Many thanks Simon Gentle, Colin Woodage and Stewart Lawrence 
for representing the MK2 Register and displaying their cars. 
Fortunately, Simon had an uneventful journey this year. No need to 
push it off the IOW ferry this time. If you were there, I hope you 
were able to have a look at all 3 great cars. A good cross section of 

Graham Robinson

Jeremy Asher’s Austin Cooper
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sure it will be featured elsewhere in this edition of the magazine. At 
the least I would say, I like Webers on a Mini but two, and not split, 
Wow!!! 

I am pleased to report that Darren Demerell’s search for a MK2 is 
finally over. He is now the proud owner of UUB 826H. I am hoping 
I will get to see the car if Darren takes it to the Helmingham Hall 
Classic car show at the beginning of August. 

Well, that’s about it for now. Once again, many thanks to everyone 
that has contacted me. Please keep them coming. 

Until next month, happy Coopering. 

Graham Robinson

cars from concours to competition and every day use, all had been 
driven to the show so thanks again. 

During my customary tour of the Cooper parking, I met Jeremy 
Asher, owner of VJB 33H. During our conversation he mentioned 
that he had been contacted by Paul Squires a previous owner of his 
car some 40 years ago. Jeremy mentioned to Paul that he would 
be at Beaulieu and if he came along he could have a look at the car. 
Well, Paul did make it and was reunited with his old car. From what 
Jeremy said, Paul was taken aback. When he sat in the car memories 
came flooding back. 

I was also fortunate to meet David Sleightholm owner of EUR 66G. 
You may recall from previous reports that David is building a new 
garage (Mini House) for his car. We had a good chat and David said 
that the project is nearing completion and promised to send some 
photos when it is completed. 

The MK2 Cooper may be the poor relation in the Mini Cooper 
family but when it comes to concours, it’s No 1. MOJ 42F won its 
class and ‘Car of the Show’. If you were fortunate to see the car, 
you will understand why. I won’t say too much about the car as I am 

David Sleightholm and EUR 66G

Laurie Stevens relaxes next to GJC 221G

‘Car of the Show’ You bet!!

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

Thanks to those members who 
displayed their cars at Beaulieu, 
especially Roger Agate who was 
persuaded to wheel in his recently 
restored Glacier white example, GLN 
334J. Glacier white cars seem to 
feature quite strongly this month.

Ray Kershberg, who owns another 
Glacier white car that was on display, 
UFS 98H, had offered his car a while 
back so, I was a bit surprised when, 
shortly afterwards, someone got in 
touch with me asking about it and 

whether I thought it was worth the 
£5800 asking price on the Car and 

Classic website! It turned out that Ray’s car had been chosen by 
scammers and it eventually turned up for sale on a total of four 
different websites at a price that was too good to be true – Mk 3 S 
projects these days are changing hands for this sort of money but 
sadly Ray turned down my seemingly generous offer of £6k for his car.

The other Mk 3 S on display was, BBW 924J (which is not Glacier 
white) which belongs to Malcolm Johnson and has a rather interesting 
history. It has always been registered using the Mk 3 Cooper S 
B20D body number as the chassis number. I did a bit of digging on 
Malcolm’s behalf and found the name of the original owner of the 
car tracking him down to the Cheltenham area. Malcolm got in 
touch with him and it turns out that he was employed at Cowley 
in fuel research during the early 1970s. He had his own sideline, 
occasionally building new Minis from new parts he acquired from 
work – presumably at staff discounted rates. Mini production had 

Simon Wheatcroft
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ceased at Cowley during the Mk 2 era, a couple of years before this 
and another car were built.

Chris Probert got in touch regarding YHO 669J that he was 
interested in purchasing. The car was entered in the concours at 
Beaulieu about three years ago following a lengthy restoration 
having been off the road since the 1980s. YHO was built in October 
1970 and originally supplied by New Forest Services of Lyndhust 
(the site is now a rather stylish Ferrari and Maserati outlet) and 
registered as a Morris. The car relocated to London in the early 
1970s where it was bedecked with assorted Paddy Hopkirk 
accessories of the time at John Sprinzel’s premises. Apart from a 
roof skin change, that Chris was very surprised to learn about, the 
car is surprisingly original, and is accompanied by many receipts 
from its past confirming the work carried out.

Finally, an unusual request, does anyone from the Dartford area 
recall a Dr P L Jones? A member is trying to trace the history of 
their car and he was the first owner. They have no idea what sort 
of Doctor Mr Jones was but he was resident or practising in the 
Dartford/Longfield area in the late 1960s and early 1970s. He 
actually owned at least two Coopers from new during this period 
too apparently.

That’s all for this month, next month is possibly going to be Bronze 
Yellow month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Rover Cooper Register

Back in the early 1990s, when he was 
the Mk2 Cooper S registrar, Peter 
Laidler told me that if you want to get 
to the truth of something, write about 
it and give readers the opportunity to 
voice their opinions. Luckily, there is 
no shortage of the latter in the MCR so 
I was delighted when Bob Needham 
responded to my piece in July highlighting 
Desmond Lavery’s John Cooper Garages 
(JCG) RSP `S’ conversion as possibly 
being the earliest such car on record. 

Just to recap, Desmond’s car was 
completed and invoiced on 25th January 
1991, some seven weeks prior to Rover’s 

official press release on JCG’s latest performance enhancement. 
Bob Needham’s RSP `S’, H11 OOW (originally registered as H963 
GPB), was finished on 17th January and bears the conversion plate 
`0024-S’. Interestingly, the engine bay of this ultra low mileage car 
features the twin air filter box, whereas Desmond’s car has two K&N 
pancake filters. Both filter types are reliably claimed to be original 
JCG equipment, but, more importantly, we now have conclusive 
proof that RSP and Mainstream `S’ conversions were already being 
undertaken long before any official announcement.

Dating Game

Back in June, I wrote about the task of authenticating and dating 
Rover Minis and mentioned that a lack of recorded vehicles made the 
production dating of 1980s cars a particular problem. I wish to thank 
Erik Plueschau from Hamburg, Germany, for providing me with the 
details of his three cars. If you own a Mini from the 1980s I would 
welcome the chassis (VIN), engine and date of registration details 
to help me build up a master file from which an overall production 
timeline can be drawn.

Back to Basics 2 - Single Point Injection Coopers

Following on from my first `Back to Basics’ section published on 
pages 48-49 of the May 2015 issue of CooperWorld, this month I 
thought we would take a refresher on identifying mechanical and 
electrical attributes of the single point injection (Spi) cars.

Of all the Rover Cooper variants, the Spi Mini models had, by far, the 
longest production run, stretching almost five years. Announced on 
29th October 1991, production had commenced in September that 
year and continued until August 1996.

John Parnell

GLN 334J - Before restoration commenced

BBW 924J as it appeared at Anglia car Auctions back in January of 
this year

17th January 1991: Bob Needham’s very early RSP `S’ conversion
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In addition to electronic fuel injection, the other area where the 
Mini had finally succumbed to the long arm of the European Union 
legislators was the mandatory use of the electronic control unit 
(ECU) in the guise of the Modular Engine Management System 
(M.E.M.S.). This piece of kit made meaningful engine tuning a trial, 
and a curse to every Mini mechanic who has ever had to troubleshoot 
the plethora of sensor-based maladies it invites. Along with the 3 
way (non open loop) catalyst, compliance with emissions legislation 
was (and still is) the order of the day, and explains the reason why all 
the benefits of fuel injection only added a measly 2PS (2BHP) to the 
overall engine power output. 

Single Point Injection Coopers

Chassis (VIN) prefix:
SAXXNNAYCBD (RHD cars)
SAXXNNAYNBD (LHD cars)

Engine prefix: 
12A2EF77 (with reverse-stamped engine plate)
(T.B.I. Cooper, 10.1:1 compression ratio, 3.21:1 final drive, manual 
transmission, catalyst) 

12A2EJ02 (dot matrix engine number etched directly on engine block)
(Same engine and transmission specification as above)

12A2EJ66 (Dot matrix engine number as above)
(Same engine and transmission specification as above but with 55 amp 
alternator)

Used in UK market1994 Monte Carlo and 1996 Cooper 35 LE models
12A2EJ34 (Dot matrix engine number as above)
(T.B.I. engine 10.1:1 compression ratio, 3.21:1 final drive, manual 
transmission, 55 amp alternator, air conditioning and Japanese spec 
emission controls)

12A2EJ35 (Dot matrix engine number as above)
 (T.B.I. engine 9.4:1 compression ratio, automatic transmission, 55 
amp alternator, air conditioning and Japanese spec emission controls)

Factory Replacement Engine Prefix:
LBB10467N = New

Engine Block ID: `WFM 1024’ casting number top front

Cylinder Head: 12G940 `A’ Plus casting with nine studs, sculpted and 
machined around the thermostat housing. Has `12G940B’ cast into 
the clutch housing end of the head, heater tap valve port blanked off, 
water temperature sender unit hole untapped and no by-pass hose 
adaptor, 1.3125 inch inlet and 1.156 inch outlet valves

Camshaft: Part No. LGC10230 

ECU: M.E.M.S. - See applications below:
    
         VIN
Part No.  Market From To      

MNE 10097  All except Japan/Belgium 31550 Mar ‘92
 Germany & Taiwan 
MNE 10027  Mar ‘92 60487
MNE 10078 Japan/Belgium/Germany/Taiwan 31550 60487
MNE 10092 UK and Japan  60488 69492
MNE 101070  69493 103112   
MNE 101170  103113 134454
MNE 101350  134455 Mar 2000
MNE 101351  Mar 2000 on
MNE 101360 Japan auto transmission 134455 Sept 1998
MNE 101361  As above Sept 1998 on  

Spi cylinder head: Note untapped heater valve port and correct 
plug leads

Spi detachable fuse box 1991-1994

Change point unknown: Spi integral 24 blade fuse box 1994 -1996
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Injector and Pressure Regulator Unit: JZX 3300
Distributor: Lucas 65DHT4/ NJC10034, Serial No. 42524 

Crankshaft Sensor: ADU 7340

Alternator: Lucas A127/45 amp
 A127/55 amp (Monte Carlo, Cooper 35 & Japanese spec cars)

Starter Motor: Lucas M79 pre engaged

Wiper Motor: Lucas 14W / 60927001 two speed, self park

Fuse Box: Lucas 7FJ - 4 fuses (1991-1994)
24 blade fuse block integral with wiring harness (1994-1996) 

Ignition Coil: Unipart GCL 143 / Serial No. 520067 

Spark plugs: Unipart GSP 4462 (resistive)

Spark plug leads and caps: Unipart (black)

Summary Change Points 

Chassis/VIN  
058254 - Internal bonnet release introduced;
064959 - Revised contoured seats with more lateral support;
095000 (approx) - Walnut veneer dashboard with analogue clock 
standard, also Ivory instrument dials;
110846 - Two-tone Stone Beige / Black `Monaco’ seats introduced, 
burgundy carpets replaced by black carpets.

Notes:

1. The introduction of dot matrix engine numbers was approximately 
August 1994.

2. For those interested in better performance from their Spi Rover 
Cooper without compromising the existing ECU, the `scatter 
pattern’ MD274 camshaft is the most popular upgrade alternative to 
the standard LGC10230 unit.

3. Because automatic transmission (favoured in Japan) was not 
available with Mpi engines, Spi power units continued to be supplied 
in Japanese spec cars right up to the end of Mini production in 
October 2000.

4. As to be expected, the accuracy of Rover’s change points is always 
questionable.The ones noted above were chosen because they are 
the easiest to spot, but caution that the change point given should 
only be taken as a guide rather than gospel.

The ten years worth of Rover Mini microfiches contain an ever 
expanding legion of change points. The tricky ones I can usually plot; 
the unfathomable elements will take a little longer. 

5. Further to comments in my May 2015 report, research has 
now revealed that the 24 blade fuse box introduced by Rover 
during 1994 is actually an integral part of the front wiring 
harness itself rather than being a detachable unit as you would 
expect. This means that should anyone need to replace it, they 
face the massive inconvenience (and cost) of having to renew 
the entire front loom. The exact date of introduction of this fuse 
box is unclear as I have been unable to find any reference to it in 
the parts microfiches, only the later Mpi version which is entirely 
different and mounted beneath the interior dashboard. What 
we do know is that this interim fuse box remained in production 
for at least two years until the Spi Minis were superseded by the 
Mpi models. 

If you should own a 1994 Rover Cooper that is fitted with the old 
style `7FJ’ 4 fuse box, please forward me your car’s details and 
hopefully we will eventually determine when the changeover to its 
successor took place. 

And finally...

The turn-out of RSP cars at Beaulieu was nothing short of spectacular. 
What started out as an initial display of just four vehicles grew into a 
crescent numbering in excess of twenty. My sincere thanks to all of 
you who joined in, the marshals who controlled it, and especially Tony 
Salter and those supporting him, for organising a truly magnificent day.
 
Until next month...

Have an enjoyable August and Bank Holiday weekend. 

John Parnell

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

Many thanks to Michael Elkins, Nev 
Smyth, Dave Boswell and Ken Hughes 
for displaying their unique cars on 
the Coachbuilt stand at last month’s 
excellent Beaulieu MCR day. All the 
said owners’ cars had some interesting 
stories associated with them. I should 
also thank and say well done to Tony 
Salter and his band of helpers for 
putting together another superb event.

In this issue of CooperWorld I look at 
the story of an interesting and quite well 
know Wood & Pickett Mini fitted with 
Mercedes headlamps. Photos of this car 
were included in a book published in 
1981 called Amazing Minis written by 

Peter Filby. I actually met up with Peter in 1974 to discuss two Mini 
Sprints which I owned at the time, an orange 1966 Rob Walker GTS 
and a black 1967 Stewart and Ardern GT. On page 153 of Peter’s 
book there is a photo of all the W & P staff outside their workshop 
in Park Royal, North London, along with the Mercedes head lamped 
Mini then clearly registered as 5 0MAR ( 50 MAR ). However, I’ve 
had several people tell me that this car, and the photo of the car on 
page 154 displaying the plate, 777 ACE, is the same car. A recently 
received email has suggested the car now resides in an underground 
car park in Monte Carlo with the British registration 1111UN. The 
common denominator of the two cars is the rare adaptation of 
Mercedes 200 series headlamps together with the addition of four 
rectangular lamps under the front bumpers.

MCR member, Clive Brooks, whom I met with his wife Melony on 
the 2013 Minis to Monte run, asked me to verify an unusual Mini, 
possibly a Wood & Pickett Margrave model. A few months ago Clive 
was collecting his Mini from short term storage at Richard Thorne 
Cars in Reading and was asked to view a Mercedes fronted Mini. It 
had been dry stored for over seventeen years and had, at some stage, 

Steve Burkinshaw

Some of the twenty plus RSP Rover Coopers displayed at Beaulieu 2015
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a Mini or Cooper. About twenty years ago Mohan finally located and 
bought two cars at a Christies auction and sent one of them, a Mk1 
Cooper S to his cousin in Singapore and kept the other one being the 
Mini with Mercedes headlamps. A large file came with the car which 
started life as a humble basic early 850 Mk3. It was in the late eighties 
that two enthusiasts decided to recreate 5 OMAR and with the 
help of several specialists and a brand new body shell set about the 
transformation. Wings from a Mercedes were cut down and skilfully 
reshaped, and then they were seam-welded to the Mini’s round 

been owned by a production company who, for most of that time, 
had stopped paying storage fees. My immediate reaction on seeing 
the car was that it was a high quality conversion but, not a W&P 
one. It soon occurred to me that this was a front cover feature car 
in Mini Magazine. In fact, when I returned home I went straight to 
the relevant March 1997 issue. Richard Thorne Cars now own the 
car in lieu of storage costs and plan to sell it once it can be properly 
identified as the VIN plate is missing. Apparently, the private plate 
attached had been previously transferred off the car and the DVLA 
were not happy with the cars identity. However, with the evidence 
which the Mini Magazine article provides to confirm its identity I’m 
sure the car will be back on its 1970 registration number BUV 212H.

Anyway, the following is what I have been able to piece together on 
the cars history.

Mini enthusiast, Mohan Ellawala, was contacted by his cousin in 
Singapore at some point in the 1960s, as he wanted help in acquiring 

W&P Mercedes lookalike

Custom leather and walnut dash

Individual back seats to match front Recaros

Lockable storage doors under rear seat

Standard pockets but covered in leather and carpet
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dashboard was made. It was derived using the original top crash rail 
covered in red leather and then installing a one-off veneered fascia in 
the centre of which was a switch panel in the W&P style. However, 
W&P only used 4” matching speedos and rev counters and not the 
Radford 3.5” type as in this car. The dash, doors and seats were nicely 
trimmed in Connolly red leather with contrasting black Wilton carpets 
that even covered the lockable doors hinged under the rear seat. To 
compliment the immaculate front Recaros the rear seat had been 
replaced with two individual seats in the style of the Recaros and rear 
seat belts were neatly built into the parcel shelf. As part of the build it 
was decided air-con would be a useful extra. A system was copied from 
a Japanese version although many months went by before it worked 
properly. As can be seen from the photos, the vents and control panel 
is just below the horizontal rocker switches. In the photos of the engine 
bay, the alternator can be seen repositioned much higher from its 
normal position in order to make room for the air-con compressor.

When it came to the mechanical side, no expense was spared either. 
The 1380 c.c. engine was built up and run in another Mini before it was 
considered suitable for BUV. Steve Harris provided the big valve head, 
twin 1.5” SU’s, LCB, a 544 cam sparked along by Piranha electronic 
ignition. Thus, the car was said to have been producing around 100bhp. 
There were adjustable Spax shock absorbers fitted all round together 
with S brakes, new subframes and a right hand tank in the carpeted 
boot. The icing on this expensive cake was the installation of a rare 
5-speed Jack Knight helical gearbox – a costly upgrade in 1995.

After nearly twenty years of mostly being in hibernation, this one-
of a kind car has covered just 10,500 miles and would represent a 
great opportunity for a Mini loving owner. If I didn’t have so many 
projects I’d snap it up quick myself!

Steve Burkinshaw

wings - a job that took ages to ensure that both sides matched. All 
body seams, with the exception of the roof gutter, were removed and 
W&P wheel arch extensions added to cover the wide Mamba alloys 
(the knock-on spinners were for decoration only). The new shell was 
painted throughout in two-pack metallic rose.

From my observations the interior did not quite equal the quality 
of that of a true W&P conversion, mainly because of the way the 

Incorrect cherished plate

Smaller gauges and note speedo reads only 10,500 miles

Immaculate and deseamed body

Mercedes 200 series headlamps Tight for under bonnet space with air con fitted
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Roger Agates ‘Verde Chiaro’ (green) Cooper 1300 Export 
‘Leyland Trophy’ replica was on display and had people 
commenting on it all day long. Roger’s car was given a full 
restoration over a two year period with the intention to enter the 
car into hill climbs or rallying.
The obvious choice was to replicate the Leyland Trophy livery used 
by Leyland France in the mid 70s, as this was the only real official race 
series Innocenti took part in. 
A lot of research went into the replication of the various sponsors 
stickers used on these cars along with the correct period seats, roll 
cage and unique 5 x 10 Delta Mic alloys often seen on these cars.
To see the finished car in it’s rather eye catching livery was a highlight 
of the day for me. 

Last car to mention, was the rather well known ‘Blu Scuro’ (dark 
blue) Cooper 1300 Export belonging to Ruth and Dave Webb, 
who decided to enter their car into the concours. Unfortunately, 
it was the only one in its class, so they came away with a trophy 
regardless. Both Ruth and Dave were disappointed as their car had no 
competition, but, it assured them another trophy to add to the many 
this beautiful car has notched up already. As an added bonus, it also 
received the ‘MiniWorld car of the show’ award. Well done to you 
both….very well deserved! 

Beaulieu is always a busy show and by the time you chat to one 
person….then another…and another, the day seems to fly past. So,
I must apologise to anyone I said I’d meet up with and didn’t get 
the chance to. It was great to meet up with Peter Harwood and 
view the lovely German spec Cooper 1300 Export he owns in the 
parking area.
Also great to meet up with Derek Edy, Tim France, Peter Barrat and 
many others for a chat about our favourite subject.

That’s all for this month.

Foster Charlton

Innocenti Register

As per usual, a great show at Beaulieu 
this year. The Innocenti Cooper Register 
had three very nice cars on display 
belonging to members David Tatterson 
(Tats), Dave Nutland and Roger Agate.

The “Pesca” (peach) coloured Innocenti 
Cooper belonging to Tats is well known 
within Innocenti Cooper circles and has 
attended quite a few Mini shows over 
the years that I’ve known the car but, 
as far as I’m aware, this is the first time 
it’s been displayed at Beaulieu. The 
car has undergone a comprehensive 
restoration a few years back which has 
been documented within Cooperworld 

magazine. As per usual, certain things are tweaked or modified as 
parts become available later on after the main restoration. Tats has 
touched up a few paintwork areas himself where they’ve become 
scratched or marked during the fine fettling stages of restoration 
and a few extra engine mods have been added in for good measure. 
This car is a rather unusual colour and I’m often asked if it’s a correct 
colour scheme for an Innocenti Cooper 1300 Export. Innocenti did 
have some rather different colour choices compared to UK built cars 
to suit European buyers’ tastes.

Dave Nutlands “Bianco Avorio” (white) 998cc Mk3 Innocenti 
Cooper had its first major outing at Beaulieu since its long term 
restoration. This was the first time I’ve seen Dave’s car and must 
say that it looked stunning in the metal.There are less than a handful 
of  these Mk3 Coopers in the UK, so seeing one at all is something 
of an occasion. I had a good look around Dave’s car and the quality 
of restoration is first class. It’s just a shame I didn’t get to bump into 
Dave for a chat.

Foster Charlton

Dave Nutland’s ‘White’ Cooper

Dave Tatterson’s ‘Peach’ coloured car
Roger Agate’s ‘Green’Cooper

Ruth and Dave Webb’s Cooper 1300 Export winning MiniWorld car 
of the show trophy
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earliest car owned by George Powditch. Oddly, it wasn’t registered 
until May 1962. 

Peter has had an interest in Mk1 Minis for many years. He first 
decided to buy one many years ago viewing this car as well as others 
but did not buy it. The one he bought he now races. However, in 
2004 his mind went back to the Fiesta yellow car, wondering if it was 
still available, which it was. He bought it and it has been stored in his 
garage ever since. 

The man Peter bought the car from purchased it when it was 
fairly new; it has been laid-up since 1984 and has covered about 
100,000 miles. The car is original apart from the front panel and it is 
reasonably complete but requires full restoration. Peter is not sure 
when this might happen but now it is confirmed as being a Super I 
hope this will be in the near future.

Finally, my usual request, if you own, have owned, or know of a 
Super, have any stories involving one, then please let me know, even if 
the car no longer exists.

Garry Dickens

Mini Super Register

Well, what a Beaulieu! The weather 
was excellent, yet again, even though 
originally the forecast in the run up to 
the day was poor. 

Thanks to Tony Salter we had an extra 
Super parking area just by the official 
display and, at one stage, we were able 
to line the cars all up for a group photo. 
There were nine Supers in all although 
unfortunately, George Powditch’s green 
Super, was elsewhere on display so 
missed the group photo. Each Super 
proved to be interesting to spectators, 
especially the ‘Sprint’ of Spencer 

Cheevers which is soon to be restored, and also the wonderful Surf 
blue Super of Paul Smith. This is the car which had been restored by 
Old Skool Minis to an extremely high standard from a car in very poor 
condition. The work and dedication to the car from the company as 
well as from Paul is remarkable. Beaulieu was its first outing and I will 
do a full write-up on the car next month.

The only down side during the weekend, at least for me, was that 
on the journey there my Super received a rather nasty blow to the 
scuttle from an unidentified object. The result was two large chips to 
the paintwork but fortunately no dents. I now have to decide the best 
way to deal with it. 

At Beaulieu I was approached by Peter Knight who told me he had a 
Mk1 Mini in his garage. Someone had said to him it may be a Super 
but an ‘expert’ then viewed it advising it wasn’t. Peter told me it had a 
brocade interior, Cooper trim and a key start - that was the clincher; 
of course it was a Super and yet another Fiesta yellow one!

Even more interesting is that this Super is an extremely early car. It 
is now the earliest Austin I have on my records, being built on the 
20th October and only eight chassis numbers from the previous very 

Garry Dickens

Peter Knight’s Super in storage

Original interior

Interior black door lock - Austin only in 1961

1275GT Register

Hello all fans of the flat fronted, and 
may I introduce myself as the newly 
appointed Registrar for the 1275 GT, 
following a bit of light arm twisting!

I could question how well qualified I 
am for this roll since I have only ever 
owned one Mini, a 1972 reg 1275 GT, 
which I purchased as my sole form of 
transport in 1982. However, I can say 
that I do know this car intimately, not 
surprising after 33 years, one major, 
and several partial rebuilds.

My involvement in the Mini scene had 
a major break during most of the late 

nineties and two thousands. Putting my GT back on the road in 2008 
got my interest re-established and I was pleased to find that Mini 
people are still the same friendly and enthusiastic bunch that, in my 
opinion, represents the best in the classic car scene.

An incident at the Stamford Hall show, back in 2008 made this clear 
to me. I was on the drive out of the event when I smelt the distinct 
whiff of petrol, ultimately realising it was from my car. I pulled over 
and had the bonnet up, petrol was pouring out of the float chamber 
top at an alarming rate. With the few basic tools I had in the boot 
(old habits die hard) I soon established the cause, the float was full of 
petrol, annoying since it was a brand new lid, float and valve assembly, 
fitted the week before. As the procession of Minis leaving the show 
passed, each driver offered to help.

Alan Clark
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Take a look at the photo of the engine bay of a 1971 GT - it has to be a 
minor miracle. Chatting with its owner revealed the dilemma anyone with 
a car like this faces, what is lost on a restoration against what is gained.

Looking at the future of the Mini world in general, unlike other classic 
car arenas, there is still a younger fan base coming through, but with 
the cheapest viable ‘project cars’ now pushing £2000, affordability 
could become an issue against the value for money offered by 
modern cars.

It has often occurred to me that if the Cooper and S embody the 
spirit of the 1960s I would like to think that the 1275GT carries the 
spirit of the 1970s, with a slightly brash and showy character befitting 
of that era, alongside sporty versions of other family cars of the time, 
such as the Escort Mexico and the like.

I hope I can share more of my musings on these special cars we feel 
so loyal too, in the months to come and inspire you to contribute 
your experiences and knowledge to this column. So let’s keep up the 
status of the striped ones, and embrace the battle against iron oxide 
for as long as we can! 

Alan Clark

Ultimately, one driver of a non-Mini asked if he could just stand and 
watch, since the concept of fixing a car fault yourself by the side of 
the road struck him as being something of a wonder to behold! I said 
fine, stay and keep an eye on the dismantled bits. Meanwhile, I ran 
back to the show ground hoping that some auto jumblers were still 
there to sell me a carb that I could use the float from. All the main 
trade stands were already either packed or gone. So, it was down 
to luck with a car boot find, £5 secured a carb and, back with my 
amazed observer watching, my car was soon up and running again. 
His parting comment was that he just had to get a Mini and be a part 
of what he had just witnessed!

Of course, I could have just called my breakdown service and been 
recovered but where’s the fun in that!

The interest in GTs I encountered at this year’s MCR Beaulieu 
event, which was my first MCR event, confirmed that these cars are 
growing in status year on year. The attraction of a sporty heritage 
car at a more affordable price, in relative terms, compared to the 
Cooper and Cooper S is drawing in more Mini fans who want a 
piece of the Mini scene.

What has become more apparent in recent years is that, alongside 
the stunning restorations we see now, which have moved the game 
on vastly from the approach we had 25 years ago, the cars that 
really draw the attention are the untouched survivors. These cars 
are clinging on to life and somehow are resisting the demand for 
restorations which makes them all the more special.

Looking sad in 1984

First rebuild underway in 1987

Back on the road again in 2014 after yet another tidy up

Untouched GT Engine bay If that is not a thing of beauty, I don’t 
know what is!
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David Young

New MINI Cooper Register

Let me start off with a self-introduction 
for those who do not know me. I am 
Robert Young’s ‘baby brother’. I have 
been infected by the Mini bug since he 
bought his first Cooper ‘S’ in 1969 – Yes, 
I was still at school and yes, he still has 
it. A few years on I replaced my Morris 
Minor Traveller with a 1963 1071 ‘S’. 
Because it was down on power it always 
handled like a dream. That particular ‘S’ 
has been fully restored by Paul Stanworth 
and I understand it is still in use today. 
I was offered the opportunity to buy 
it back but my love of Minis does not 
stretch to the point of a divorce.

I joined the MCR when I picked up my 
first New MINI Cooper ‘S’ in 2005; an R53, and arguably the best handling 
of the New BMW MINIS. I loved it to bits. But along came the R56 in 
2007 and I just had to have one. Probably the worse New MINI made. 
It was one of the first R56s to be made and was full of small niggles. The 
biggest being a blown clutch and flywheel at 17,000 miles. £1,600 later I 
was truly not a happy man. MINI refused to pay for it to be replaced and 
said it was down to my driving. I have never, in all the cars I have had, 
done a clutch in. My next purchase was a red and black JCW, followed by 
my current black and red JCW, arguably the best of all the MINIs I have 
ever had. Do let me know via email, face to face or by telephone,of any 
news you have about your cars, issues with them, likes and dislikes, things 
you would like me to investigate or write about, it is after all your Register.

Whilst out at Brands Hatch in June photographing the MINI Challenge, I had 
a phone call from MINI, I had won a track day in the new most powerful 
JCW that has ever been made. Thanks FaceBook and was excited about 
this or what! When I told my daughters that I had won a track day they 
both wanted it from me. Of course, MINI wanted proof of ID, proof of less 
than 6 endorsements and also that I was over eighteen. I passed all of those. 
What a day I had. MINI had hired Brands for the day and had brought along 
7 black and red JCWs and 7 red and black JCWs (The idea being to rotate 
the cars to let brakes and things cool down.) They also had lots of very 
pretty girls all dressed in MINI Black. All the Pits garages were also dressed 
in black, as was the waiting areas and briefing rooms. JCW style driving 
suits were also provided and they even had one that fitted me! Instructors 
were with us at all times. My session was 30 minutes and started with one 

flying lap with the instructor driving and then 25 minutes of me trying to 
understand the steptronic gear box, sport mode, traction control as well 
as putting my foot down. Yes, it was great fun, the car was awesome, I just 
could not get the gear change right. Going up Druids and into the bend in 
4th gear is clearly not right. Approaching Paddock Bend at 90mph in 4th 
was too slow and I braked too early! The best part was after my drive 
when the instructor gave me more flying laps with him driving like a lunatic. 
Well he was a BMW test driver. Suffice it to say, approaching Paddock Bend 
at over 100mph on road tyres is not for the faint hearted. He did in fact 
turn all the ‘toys’ off so we had no ABS, DSC etc. Will I get one? Probably, 
but I do prefer the R56 to the F56!

Further news from MINI is the announcement of the New MINI 
Clubman, with prices starting at £19,995 and going up to £22,755 for 
the ‘S’ Clubman. The lower models having the 3 cylinder 1,600cc engine 
which can achieve 0-62 mph in 9.1 seconds. However, with the ‘S’ having 
a 2,000cc 4 cylinder twin turbo engine it can do 0-62mph in 7.2 seconds. 
I have been told there is no intention of doing a JCW version, which 
probably means it is in design stage. In my opinion it’s a great family car to 
keep the kids and pram in. But it is not a MINI it is, to quote my daughter 
Rachael a “Biggy”. Maybe MINI will use the name Maxi again! 

MINI Cooper D ALL4 Countryman standard equipment:
• 17” 5-Star Triangle Spoke alloy wheel
• Multifunction steering wheel, including cruise control
• 3-spoke sport leather steering wheel
• Park distance control
• Radio Visual Boost
• MINI Navigation System
• Floor mats in velour
• Storage compartment pack
• Rain sensor and automatic lights on
• Automatic air conditioning
• On-board computer
• Interior lights pack
All this for £22,455 or monthly payment of £199

Finally, why is the MINI called the ‘New’ MINI? It has now been 
around since 2002, and although an early R53 JCW is worth a fortune, 
it most certainly is not new anymore. MINI, Mini, Bini, they are all 
part of the family. Enjoy the sun while you can and do not forget to 
wash, polish and then wax your car. There is little point in polishing 
it if you do not protect the finish with Wax. I do love the smell of 
Autoglym’s AquaWax and it works brilliantly.

David Young

Email h13jkr@hotmail.com or call Justin or Annmarie on 01304 330715
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Derbyshire &           
  Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Monday of 
the Month

Bluebell Inn (A 515) DE6 1NH Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com
Frank Willis 07743 577344
frankmwillis@gmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

The Park Gate Inn, Ashford Road, Hollingbourne, Maidstone 
ME17 1PG

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke
01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr
01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, 
near Chester-le-Street, just off Junction 63 on the A1M. 
DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049
0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

Scotland Sunday 29th March  
At noon

The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel.             
Edinburgh eh28 8lx

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region First Thursday  At 7.30 Greyhound Inn, Pettistree, Nr Wickham Market IP13 0HP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 
01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

The New Queen Pub  Ringwood Road, Avon, Christchurch, 
Dorset BH23 7BG

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

James Harrison 07831 217 335
yorkshire1973@hotmail.com

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Kent Region

Sadly, we had to postpone the Champagne Run planned for 
4th and 5th July due to the Calais port strikes causing a few 
issues. Next month will be a report on an impromptu run 
this side of the water, aptly named the Dunkirk Spirit Run. 
We will run the original event later in the year or next.

On a more positive note, we attended the Mini Festival at 
Brands Hatch and were, once again, treated to a fantastic 
day’s (or weekend for some) racing. The Super Mighty 
Minis again the highlight. I don’t know why, but it always 
seems to be the closest fought formula. I am looking 
forward to next year already.

The Ham Sandwich Run is on the 30th August. We had a 
full complement in 2014. Open to all regions and space is 
now very limited so book in fast!

Monthly Meetings & Dates 2015
We meet at The Park Gate Inn, Ashford Road, 
Hollingbourne, Maidstone ME17 1PG. 2nd Wednesday of 
each month at 7.30pm. Next meeting is 12th August. See 
you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   
   

Mid Staffs Region

As I write these notes the country is about to get the hottest spell of weather 
for some years, so, hopefully, that will have encouraged a good turnout for the 
informal Concours held at the July 6th meeting. As mentioned in last month’s 
notes we have recently had some very nice modified Minis attend the meetings. 
So, perhaps, one of these will be the car that most people would like to take 
home with them. Results next month!

During June there were some important events for Mid Staffs attendees. 
Sunday 14th June was Beaulieu, where Nick Hunter was in attendance in his 
role as Mk 2 Cooper S registrar. This event will be well reported elsewhere 
in CooperWorld, and suffice to say, it is the premier gathering for Cooper 
aficionados. 

The following weekend (20th/21st June) was the premier meeting for the 
Owners of MGs at MG Live, which was held at Silverstone. I mention this since 
there was a wonderful timeline display of Ex-Works cars, organised by Bill Price, 
from the Jack Sears British Saloon Car Championship winning Austin A105 to a 
Per Eklund Triumph TR7 V8. In between, of course, were THE rally/race cars of 
the sixties, the Mini Coopers and Austin Healey 3,000s. It was great to see Mike 
Wood alongside ORX 707F, owned by Elgin Greer (see photo). Mike navigated Tony Fall to 4th 
overall on the 1968 Monte Carlo Rally in this car. 

It was also good to have a chat with Peter Moss who owns DJB 92B, which won the 1966 circuit of Ireland crewed by Tony Fall and Henry Liddon. 
We seem to bump into each other every few years – the last time was on the docks at Portsmouth on the way to the 2012 Le Mans Classic. 

One couldn’t help to admire the achievement of Pat Moss, who drove one of the brutish Healey 3,000s to first overall on the 1960 Liège Rally. 
For those not familiar with these rallies (which were more akin to a road race), they ran every year from Belgium (Spa or Liège) to initially 
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Mike Wood with ORX 707F in which he and Tony Fall finished 4th overall on the 1968 Monte Carlo Rally
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Rome until 1960, then to Sofia, and back mostly over un-made roads and 
mountain passes in four days with a 1 hour stop at the halfway point. The 
racing was pretty good as well!

Now to future events and although the first seems a long way off at 
present, there is no doubt that regulars of the Region’s meeting will 
want to make a note of the date of the 7th December. This is the 
date of our Christmas Dinner this year, and I am honoured that Graham 
Robson, the well known (and prolific) motoring author, historian and 
event commentator will be our guest this year. Many people will have 
one of his books in their library, or will have heard his knowledgeable 
commentaries at events, including the MCR National Mini Cooper Day at 
Beaulieu. Graham was also an excellent navigator in the 1950s and went 
on to manage the Standard Triumph Competitions Department between 
1962 and 65, where he oversaw the development of the Le Mans Spitfire 
and TR4, Vitesse, Spitfire, and 2,000 rally cars. Once again, this is likely to 
be a sell out!

The regular meeting on the 3rd August will feature the postponed 
BBQ. Tickets are available from me by email so we know how many to 
cater for, but you will pay the George and Dragon directly on the night. 
The cost will be £7.50 per head.

Another future meeting is the Autumn Tour, which is being planned for Saturday, October 10th. Subject to route approval, it will revisit 
part of the 2013 route which was covered in mist and heavy rain at times which spoilt the view. For the 2015 edition the route will approach 
the Long Mynd from the south, having looped south of Ludlow, so there will be a lot of ‘new miles’ as well as the revisit ones. Besides the 
comprehensive roadbook, these events have become renowned for, breakfast, coffee, lunch and afternoon tea being planned into the 150 miles 
(approximately) route; all for an entry fee of around £40 per car.  

The Mid Staffs Region meets every 1st Monday in the month at the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone ST15 0PX. Please note however, 
that there are some major roadworks near the pub which is affecting access via the A34 from the south. So, continue on to the next roundabout 
to make a U-turn and approach using the A34 southbound carriageway. All Minis and MINIs are welcome to attend and join in the fun as always.

Pete Cresswell
01785 760211
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com    

Scottish Region

Key activities over the last month for Scotland included the Thirlstane and regional members heading way down south to attend the 
National Mini Cooper Day at Beaulieu.

The Historic Motoring Extravaganza held at Thirlestane Castle in the Scottish Borders took place in early June. This show is well 
attended every year, with a fantastic selection of cars. John Heatlie organised an MCR stand this year and put on a show of 9 Minis with 
some allowed in the main arena at one point! The Minis were made up of some early Coopers, a GT, a Traveller and finally a couple 
of Rover Coopers. With the weather behaving itself it proved to be a great success. Many thanks to Ian King, John Heatlie, Cathleen 
Bastian, Barry Warters, Rab Beggs, David Menzies, Stuart Watson (furthest travelled), and Mike Durbas for making the effort. 

As mentioned earlier, the other big event was attending the National Mini Cooper day in Beaulieu. Several cars went down, containing 
6 members. Obviously, due to the distance involved, it’s not a day trip and therefore it saw us all departing on the Friday. David Dyson 
brought his YMO replica along, Simon Drew took his untouched Austin Cooper S (64 BHY) and Patricia took her 1967 Austin Cooper S. 
This year was the first time for quite a while that no issues actually occurred throughout the whole trip (last year was chaotic) and with 

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Graham Robson (right) interviews James Martin at Beaulieu 2013
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a brief stopover at fellow MCR member’s home, Richard Clutterbuck, it was a great weekend. Honorary Scottish MCR member, James 
Palmer, brought his collection of cars to our stand as well. The return trip home is never fun, as we always do it without an overnight 
stop. Painful to say the least, but you have to do these things.

Coming up is the Bo’ness Hillclimb Revival in September. This will be held on the 5th and 6th September and there will be an MCR stand 
at the event. We already have quite a few people expressing interest from near and far. If you interested in popping along, please let 
us know by sending an email to ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk. It’s a great little event, with plenty of action taking place over the 
course of the two days.
 
Ben and Patricia Webb   

  

Wiltshire and Dorset Region report

I sit writing this a week after the event with the tannoy system still 
ringing in my ears! Perhaps next year the regions can all be put 
together at the bottom of the main area next to the MCR HQ (if 
Beaulieu is still the venue).

Anyhoo, we managed to have a good day helped, once again, by 
the weather and good company. In attendance were Nick and Judy 
Stansmore, myself, Adrian and Val Mitchell, Phil and Rosemary Lewis, 
Mark Mitchell and friends, Martin Charles, Rog the Hat and Alan 
Booth. We were visited during the day by Steve Hebb (prospective 
new regional attendee), Richard Sing and Linda and finally Owen 
Tyson and Jill.

Being lumped in with the Hampshire region and Herts and N. 
London region gave us a chance to inspect the new style gazebo 
and feather flag. Subsequently, we have ordered our own Wilts and 
Dorset feather flag to raise our region’s profile further. We thought 
the new gazebo is a bit clinical looking and might be mistaken for a 
First Aid tent!

The tannoy and the space allocation rather reduced the 
opportunity for engaging with passersby, which was a shame 
because we like to think that we are there to help promote 
the MCR and ourselves to everyone. However, the day was 
still enjoyable. For those who did not visit us, the apple cake 
was memorable.

Our next gathering will be at Gurston Down Hillclimb weekend 
on 18/19th July where our new flag will hopefully be flying 
proudly. The MCR are supporting the DEWS speed series and 
some of us are participating in the event, so come and say hello 
and be amazed at the variety of machinery that run in these Hill 
Climb events. More details from mcrwilts@gmail.com.

We are thinking of moving from the New Queens pub in 
Sopley and alternate second Wednesday of the month with 
Redlynch. Again contact mcrwilts@gmail.com for meeting 
location details.

Malcolm Francis   

REGIONAL REPORTS
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What if the hokey-cokey really IS what it is all about?

Combined regional display
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Cars for sale

1983 MG Metro 1300 mk1
A rare opportunity to 
purchase one of the most 
original mk1 MG Metro’s left 
surviving.
The MG has covered 39,000 
miles from new with known 
history and has had 4 former 
keepers the first two being husband and wife who owned the car until 
2006. 
All original panels with no rust and 95% original excellent Cinnabar red 
paintwork, the car has been garaged all its life.
Much recent expenditure including:
• Regassed rear suspension units, a common issue on older Metros
• New heater unit
• Replacement ‘pepperpot’ alloy wheels, these are original and not 

repainted and retain the ‘diamond cut’ rim.
• Correct period Uniroyal tyres
• Some remedial paintwork to front and rear valances
• Full rustproofing treatment 
The car has been maintained regardless of cost with bills to prove.
The interior is excellent with very little wear and again is totally standard 
except for an upgraded 1980’s Pioneer radio cassette player.
All handbooks and two sets of keys.
Featured in Mays edition of ‘Classic and Sports car’ magazine.
A superb example of an early MG Metro
£3,795 offers, For more details tel 01785 813693

Parts for sale

Cooper Car Co 84 Ltd (Vortz) Miglia (1000cc) tuning parts
(Page references refer to extra detail to be found in ‘The Wild Card’ book 
a history of Vortz Racing Cars) 
‘Miglia kit’ comprises:
1.R170 - Round port cylinder head, based on a 12G295 casting, 22.0cc 
chamber (see page 85)
2.R664 - Camshaft designed with inlet and exhaust durations of 256 and 
269 (see page 87)
3.R454- Exhaust system designed for cam durations up to 270 (See page 104).
The parts are branded ‘Cooper’ as they are pre the Austin Rover 
litigation in 1989 from whereon Nick Vrotsos was forced to brand 
everything as Vortz.
It’s all nearly new and immaculate (about 500 miles) and comes with the 
original Cooper Car Company 84 Ltd conversion invoice.
A unique opportunity, £1,500 offers, For more details tel 01785 813693
(Other rare Vortz parts also available)

Original Austin wavy grille (restored) £80
Austin Cooper Grill Good Con £50
Austin Mk1 Cooper badges front and rear £5 each
Circulator heater £50
Works rear seat tool roll £50
Mk2/3 servo spares/repair £10
731 cam £70
Mk2 Riley/Elf binnacle, water and oil, no chrome ring £50. Centre 
binnacle Riley/Elf Wood finisher £20 
1 plastic window catch £10.
Dowtey Fan £40.
2 no.Mk1 interior lights one with square ends other with pointed £40 each.
Contact: Paul Hobson on: 01827 767750 or Mob 07794 759995
Collection from Tamworth or regional meet at Stone. Or add P&P for 
small items.

Parts Wanted 

MK3 Cooper’S’ engine block or complete engine. Contact Derek by 
email at derekjohnbain@gmail.com or Mobile 0771 5421545

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.
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MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine
for Mini owners worldwide.

WWW.MINIMAG.CO.UK

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine
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ORIGINAL AND GREATEST MAGAZINE FOR THE MINI

www.miniworld.co.uk 
Subscription hotline: Tel: 01959 541444 

MiniWorld is proud to support
the Mini Cooper Register.
Find stunning feature cars
and informative historical

articles in every issue.



Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm.*Terms and conditions apply, call for details. †Based on an average customer, saving 28% when compared to buying three separate 
Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MG Midget.^Voucher Offer must be quoted at time of 
purchase, terms and conditions apply. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

UP TO 25% 
CLUB MEMBER
DISCOUNT*

IT PAYS TO
BE IN A 
CLUB, MAN

Insurance Worth Shouting About

Vsit us online at cherished.carolenash.com
Classic  |  Specialist  |  Camper Van  |  Military  |  Performance

0800 083 6302

YOU COULD

SAVE
28%
IF YOU INSURE MORE THAN 
ONE CLASSIC VEHICLE WITH 
A MULTI-CLASSIC POLICY† 

Of

� cial Sponsor of:

•  FREE and Simple Agreed Value*
• Talk to an expert in our UK CALL CENTRE
•  Pick a SPECIALIST REPAIRER of your choice
•   Up to £100,000 LEGAL PROTECTION if you’re in an accident 

that’s not your fault
•  UK & EU breakdown WORTH OVER  £100 - includes Homestart
• EUROPEAN COVER up to 90 days*
•  Salvage Retention Rights*
ALSO AVAILABLE
•  Laid up cover • Spare Parts Cover • Wedding cover • Track Day Cover  


