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Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E. 

Plastic Interior Mirrors

Door Mirrors - pre ‘80s

Door Mirrors - ‘80s on

Mk1/2 Washer Jets

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Silicone rocker cover gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.60
5 port alloy head - Road C-AHT347 . . Coming Soon
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1947.89
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2340.00
1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1090.28
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £189.60
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . exchange £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps . . from £15.83 to CNC race type £101.26
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 Mini Spares genuine 
profile engine mount £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine 
mounting . . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Comprehensive range of 
road/rally/race gearbox parts 
including 5 speed gearbox and 
Evolution diffs. Only RHP and 
top quality bearings stocked. 
No cheap imports that fall apart!
Original market leading Evo crosspin diff 
Over 3,000 sold since 1994 .C-AJJ3385  . .£163.39
Competition baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . . . . . .£23.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

Clutches & Flywheels

AP clutch road and race
plus flywheel
Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £21.78
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £43.81
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS . £91.76
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . . £98.27
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . . £25.37
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . . £20.40
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.50
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £12.30
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355 . . . . . . . . . £18.28
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

WHITE

£30.30

Each

£4.20

As fitted from 1964 on
Grey 24A1750 £29.40
White24A2110 £30.30

Original pre ‘80s door mirrors. 
Flat glass, stainless steel head
Right hand - GAM215A £17.16 each 
Left hand - GAM216A £17.16 each
Also fits later cars using 
M90999 fitting kit £3.00

Original white backed type as 
fitted to post 1994 Minis. 
Pair £36.00 Order as GS25320
Black also available. Order as GS25319. Pair £30.62
All mirrors available separately

£17.16

GREY

£29.40

PAIR

£36.00

KYB/Kayaba Dampers
Std premium damper  . . . .each £14.78
Super gas damper 25%+ 
upgrade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each £24.01
KYB/Kayaba self-adj. gas shock £29.40
available only from us at a special price
for a set of 4 (Part MSSK3015)£108.00

Mini Spares Dampers
Mini Spares 28 point adjustables 
- front or rear

GAZ Dampers
Bump & rebound adjustable - front or rear

EACH

£46.20
EACH

£40.80

G-MAX Gas Dampers
Front or rear  . . . . . . . . . . .each £21.80
Bilstein B4 Dampers
Front 19-221694   . . . . . . . . . . .£21.59
Rear 19-221700  . . . . . . . . . . .£21.59

Evolution  Dampers
Top of the range 8 point adjustable 
743039  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each £53.59

Bilstein B36 Dampers
Performance non adjustable  
Front B36-037  . . . . . . . . . . . . .£69.30
Rear B36-0380  . . . . . . . . . . . .£69.30

Easier to set-up

EACH

£53.59

EACH

£69.30

EACH

£21.59

EACH

£14.78

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Forget all the poly and uprated bushes when different lower
arms or tie bars are fitted. What you need is an offset rubber bush
to compensate with the extra distortion caused when correcting
the geometry on Minis.
Car set of lower arm bushes. . . . £12.26   Part No C-STR632

Why buy from Mini Spares Centre?As the original and only true ‘Mini Spares” our sole business is to supply parts for the classic Mini and as the largest supplier of Mini spare parts in the world we make it our business to check the quality and fitment of all items available.
As a customer you have no idea what you are buying from some vendors who use original partnumbers, but you can be assured when purchasing from us the part has been tried, tested andclearly described - if there are any problems we listen and react immediately - we getprofessional material analysis and testing done, plus trying the parts on our own or race Minis.

If a part is advertised cheaper than ours - it is probably inferior as the market is being swampedwith cheap, untried imports.  We take the spurious parts problem seriously by taking theproblem away from you, ensuring our prices are rarely beaten on like for like quality.
Maybe this is why we were voted No1 for Best Aftermarket Supplier, BestTuning Product Retailer and Best Mini Website, by Mini Magazine readers?

Suspension 
Cone
The only 
genuine 
cone springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. 
Order as FAM3968. . . . . . . .£40.69

www.minispares.com

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.56
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £49.14
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no
breakages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

Body, Mechanical & TrimCATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2 catalogue. Completely re-written to include all models from 1959-2000.

Now 219 fully 
illustrated pages.
If you've got a Mini 

you need an AKM2 which has received rave reviews.

£7.50

NEW!

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

We stock all 
standard 
and performance parts

Cooper S Distributor
Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves. 
Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor
arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £70.20
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . . . from £56.65
All the best or good quality distributors and parts
stocked for road and race

From
£1947.89

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £79.20
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

8 Port Head Kit

Visit the official
MiniSpares.com 

website for
pictures,

downloads,
catalogues,

current prices &
special deals

Buy on-line at
www.minispares.com 

or visit one of our 3 official outlets

The World’s Largest Mini Parts Stockist

Check out our 
updated website

See website for
up to date prices

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

IMPORTANT! Mini Spares - NORTH
We are closing Mini Spares - North, in
Harrogate, to relocate to a larger wharehouse
with easy access from main roads. It should
be open and 
ready by April 2015.

New address will be...
Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business park
York Y026 QU. Watch for further details.

Mini Spares - NORTH

Mini Spares - MIDLANDS

Sales Showroom & Mail Order

HEAD OFFICE (London - A1M/M25)
Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar, Herts. 
EN6 3JN (Close to A1M & M25)

Tel: 01707 607700 (UK)
Tel: (+44)1707 607702 (Export)
Fax: 01707 656 786
Email: sales@minispares.com

Visit our branches...

Unit 6, 2 Freeman’s Way. Wetherby Rd.
Harrogate, North Yorks. HG3 1DH
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

“This is amazing! Only 24 hours from

order to delivery in Poland. Good job guys!”  

Artur Szczegóła - POLAND

From our 
Customers...

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

or

£23.04
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

March magazine – 1st February
April magazine – 1st March
May magazine – 1st April

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
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old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H)                                                                                                                                              
chairman@minicooper.org  

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter                                                                                                                                           
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, 
Hants, SO31 8FJ                                                                
02380 560073 (H)

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman                                                                                                                                          
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun, 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN                                                                                                                   
01302 883550 (H)                                                                                                   
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage                                                                                                                                           
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley 
Wood, Birmingham, B37 7NE                                                                          
0121 680 1814 (H)                                                                                                                    
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register                                                                                          
Robert Young - See Chairman

Appendix K Register                                                                                                                              
Russell Earnshaw                                                                                                                                         
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, 
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899                                                                                                         
russell.earnshaw@adp-architects.com 

Cooper S MK I Register                                                                                                                           
Simon Wheatcroft                                                                                                                                     
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539                                                                                                               
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com 

Cooper MK I Register                                                                                                                             
Barbara Alexander                                                                                                                             
Kilmeston, 39 Newgate Lane, Peel Common,  
Fareham, Hants, PO14 1BQ                                                                                                                                              
01329 665434                                                                                               
barbaraalexander945@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK II Register                                                                                                                                         
Nick Hunter                                                                                                                                           
01785 813693                                                                                                     
nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net 

Cooper MK II Register                                                                                                                           
Graham E Robinson                                                                                                                                        
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering,  
Essex, SS3 0HW                                                                       
01702 219298                                                                                        
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK III Register                                                                                                                        
Simon Wheatcroft                                                                                                                                 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar

Rover Cooper Register                                                                                                                      
John Parnell                                                                                                                                          
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, 
London N21 1JE  020 8886 8226                                                                                                       
rovercooper@minicooper.org 

Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register                                                                                         
Steve Burkinshaw                                                                                                                                       
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD                                                                                               
01923 855971                                                                                                                     
stevebee49@live.co.uk 

Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register                                                                                                      
David Davies                                                                                                                                           
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF                                                                                            
01244 332282                                                                                                                 
daviddavies15@sky.com 

Innocenti Cooper Register                                                                                                                  
Foster Charlton                                                                                                                                         
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019                                                                                                           
gingerfoss@hotmail.com 

Mini Super Register                                                                                                                                   
Garry Dickens                                                                                                                                        
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
dickens.garry@gmail.com  

1275GT Register                                                                                                                                         
Suzy Kinsman                                                                                                                                          
15 The Drive, Woolavington, Somerset, TA7 8EJ                                                                                
07899 067025                                                                                                       
1275gt@minicooper.org  

New MINI Cooper Register                                                                                                               
Martyn Collins                                                                                                                                          
121 Tamworth Road, Hertford, Herts, SG13 7DN                                                                                
07989 683654                                                                                                       
martyn.collins@gmail.com                                                                                                                                     

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org forum.minicooper.org 

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Website and Forum 
Graham W Robinson                                                                                                                                         
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma                                                                                                                                        
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB                                                                      
0208 898 9476 (H)                                                                                                    
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration  
Sarah Monk                                                                                                                                 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House,   
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284                                                                                          
mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk 

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H)                                                                                                                                              
membership@minicooper.org  

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard                                                                                                                                          
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD                                                                                                                
01304 330715 (H)                                                                                                   
events@minicooper.org                                                                                                                                      

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss                                                                                                                                             
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG
01730 818336 (H)                                                                                                   
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter                                                                                                                                           
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H)                                                                                                                                              
regalia@minicooper.org 

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb         
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH                                                                                                                                     
07834 081697                                                                                                                                           
regions@minicooper.org 

Public Relations 
Position Vacant                                                                                                                                          

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt                                                                                                                                          
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ

01923 816757                                                                                                                       
cars@minicooper.org                                                                                                                         

Non Designated Committee Members 
Robert Clayson 01252 726618  
Richard Humphrey 01933 679617(H) 
Ken Hunter 01344 772446 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist                                                                                                                                           
Robert Young - See Chairman

Heritage Liaison                                                                                                                                    
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary 

DVLA V765 Contact 
(Vehicle Registration Recovery)  
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476   
email - v765@minicooper.org 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of K Drewe Insurance Brokers Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 14 Load Street, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2AE.  CVI 085 01/14

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0286 CVI Mini Cooper Register - June.indd   1 14/05/2014   09:33
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 



EDITORIAL
I n last month’s issue of CooperWorld 

I touched on what appears to be a 
growing trend for more indoor classic 
car shows and events being put on by 
organisers during the winter months. 
Well, not long after writing and 
committing my editorial to publication, 
I stumbled across an advert for what 
was being billed as the all new London 
Classic Car show. As this show was 
being put on at the Excel Centre in 
London, which is not a million miles 
from where I live I thought I should 

check this new show out. By the time you read this I should have 
been to the show and hopefully we will have a report on it in the 
next issue of CooperWorld.

Down to business now and firstly, have a look at page 12 
where you will find notification of our Club’s Annual General 
Meeting which is to be held on Sunday 15th March. This year 
we are returning to the Coventry Motor Museum where we had 
traditionally held our AGM for many years. Please do try and attend 
the meeting if you can to hear what has been going on with the 
Club, plans for the future and, of course, to have your say about 
how the Club is run. So hopefully we will see a good turnout of 
members on the day.

Turning to what’s on offer in this issue of the magazine, I have 
included some extracts from the newsletter of the Federation of 
Historic Vehicle Clubs to which we as a Club are affiliated. The 
extracts I have chosen to reproduce in the magazine relate to 

changes in legislation that have either come into force or are 
being contemplated and that will affect the use and enjoyment 
of our favourite little cars. Please take a little time to read the 
matters covered in the extracts.

Then we have a report from our Appendix K Mini racing 
registrar, Russell Earnshaw, who has been kind enough to find 
some spare time over the Christmas period to put his fingers to 
his keyboard and provide us with an overview and update on this 
competition format and the off shoot racing formats that have 
spawned from it. 

You can take a bit of a break from reading specifically just about 
Minis and read two separate articles that basically relate to 
the world of F1. The first article I want to mention is written 
by Stephen Dalton (from down under) in his Old Cooper Stuff 
column, and is about the life and adventures of Australian racing 
driver, Lex Davison, who was heavily involved in racing F1 
Cooper Grand Prix cars amongst others. The second article, 
which deals in some depth with F1 Cooper Grand Prix cars 
too, but goes further to cover the exploits of the John Cooper 
Grand Prix racing team days. You will find this article in Robert’s 
Archive section. 

Finally, a plea to all our members for contributions to the 
magazine because without them I cannot fill the pages of 
CooperWorld – So please keep them coming in!  

Paul Sulma  
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The Mini Cooper Register needs a new Press Officer to help publicise and 
promote the club with specialist Mini magazines, other classic car magazines, local 

and national press and broadcast media.

This is an interesting, important and vital role in the successful running of the 
MCR, with a place on the club’s committee and a close involvement in its many 

events and activities.

Experience of writing would be useful but a good knowledge of the club, its cars 
and events are the main requirements needed to undertake this role.

If you are interested please contact the club’s chairman, 
Robert Young at: chairman@minicooperorg

Committee Post 
Press Officer

WANTED



was moved last year due to a date clash with a half marathon race. 
Ken Hunter will again host the club’s display for us, so let’s hope the 
weather is kind for the first of the open air shows of the year.

This time of year also means the club’s AGM is just around the 
corner. The date for your diary is 15th March and the venue will 

once again be the Coventry Motor Museum. Please see the advert 
on page 12 in the magazine for all the details. The Museum, which is 
always worth a visit and is free, has offered us the facility to park our 
Minis and MINIS outside on the hard standing, right outside the museum 
entrance for all to see so it would be nice if we could get as many as 
possible there to put on a good show.  As usual, a free buffet lunch will 
be provided for those attending. This is your opportunity to come along 
and hear from the Committee about what we’ve achieved during the 
year and our plans for the future. It also gives you the chance to quiz the 
Committee and have your say. I think the past year has seen continued 
good progress with the club, not the least an increase in membership 
numbers and I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the members 
of our hard working Committee for all of their efforts over the last 
twelve months.

As is customary, all Committee posts are up for re-election. Currently 
we have one urgent vacancy that needs filling, and that is our Public 
Relations position. Held by Andrew Bond since 2010, he now feels 
we need a younger person more conversant with the digital age and 
familiar with the current social media. So, if you fit that bill then do let 
me, or any Committee member know. This is a very important role in 
publicising the club and getting our message across to a wider audience. 
I’d like to thank Andrew for the really great job that he’s done for the 
club and dealing with the Mini and specialist press so effectively over the 
last four years. 

Let’s see you at the AGM and have a good attendance and here’s to a 
successful 2015.

Robert Young  

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

As we head on into the early steps of 
2015, the show season has already 

started - earlier than usual with the all 
new London Classic Car show held at 
the Excel in London’s Docklands in early 
January.  This was a very brave move, 
especially as for some odd reason, they 
pitched the date in direct competition 
with the Autosport Show at the NEC. 
The show should attract a different 
clientele in the main, but they are both 
motoring shows all the same. At the time 
of writing I hope that the new show was 

well received and numbers didn’t suffer because of the date clash.  We 
were involved in some small part in the show. We provided a lovely Mini 
Cooper for the organisers who wanted a standard red and black Mini 
Cooper to be part of their key note display of Adrian Newy’s cars (he 
of Red Bull and many other successful Formula One designs). Adrian’s 
father had a Mini Cooper and this was one of Adrian’s earliest car 
memories.  Club member Donald Mitchell provided the car and you can 
read Nick Hunter’s report on the show next month. It’s to our credit 
that the show organisers sought us out for help and assistance. 

We have also, for the first time, been involved in the aforementioned 
Autosport Show. Pete Flanagan had suggested to the organisers, 
several months back, that he put together a display of Cars & Car 
Conversions cars for their show. Typically, there was no response until 
just before Christmas, which meant Pete had to scurry around to locate 
cars in double quick time. And to his credit, he also suggested to the 
show organisers that as all of the cars were being sourced from MCR 
members that we should have a prominent presence there. So, well 
done Pete for promoting the club in such a positive way and again, you 
should be able to read about the show in next month’s CooperWorld.

The other show on the horizon is our usual season kick off with the 
Mini Show at Brooklands. This is thankfully back to a Sunday after it 
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A long list of new members joining in December

NEW MEMBERS

Jason Hartman, Lenoir, N Carolina, USA

Matthew Baker &  Justine Dewberry, Bruton, Somerset

Richard & Nora Green, Llandrindod Wells, Powys

John Nash, Tonbridge, Kent

Phillip Lilley, Ambelside, Cumbria

Julian Baston, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire

Henry Spain-Warner, Marden, Kent

James Lewis, Billericay, Essex

Nicholas Sands & Rosemary Hubbard, Godalming, Surrey

James & Becky De’Ath, Didcot, Oxon

Rodney & Norma Taylor, Southam, Warwickshire

Steven Batty, Ballynahinch, Down

Michael & Sue Revell, Pinner, Middlesex

David Condon, Witney, Oxfordshire

Brian Thurston, Skien, Norway

Anthony Marrett, Sutton coldfield, West Midlands

Peter Wright, Millom, Cumbria



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED
Unit 2 Broadfield Farm, Great Somerford, Chippenham, Wiltshire  Sn15 5El   Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316   Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk   Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk
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Early in July my region, Kent is off to Champagne, another fully booked event with 
members from many regions attending. It goes to show for the premium events you 
have to get in early! Let me know of any events not on the lists you are aware of.

Looking forward to seeing you out and about in 2015!   

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715   
Tel: events@minicooper.org      

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/
minicooperregister or scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit the page.

T here is a limited 
amount of tickets 

available for the LSMOC 
London to Brighton run 
to MCR members. So, if 
you would like to go and 
want a ticket please email 
me for further details. 
We have also booked 
a member’s trip to the 
British Motor Heritage 
Limited facility at Witney 
on the 11th March 2015 
which filled up very 
quickly. We can do this 

event down the line again if we have enough interest.

I also had contact from Will from the RAF Mini club, 
they are organising a Mini Run from Watford and are 
taking in various strategic points relevant to the Battle 
of Britain to commemorate 75 years passing since our 
gallant RAF boys fought against the odds to secure our 
sovereignty. The run is in aid of a worthy RAF charity 
and takes place on the 19th September 2015. The 
same weekend many of our members will be on their 
way around Ireland for our Club’s annual road run, 
this promises to be a superb event which is now fully 
booked as you would expect.
  
July sees another clash of events, the Silverstone 
Classic and the Mini Festival at Brands Hatch, both 
on the weekend 25/26th July 2015. I’m sure we have 
members who will have a personal choice of event, 
but John Price will be attending on the Saturday at 
Silverstone and I will cover Brands. If you would like 
to join John with other members to park together at 
Silverstone (with a club banner) then please contact 
him or myself if you would like to join us at Brands 
on the MCR Club Stand. We hope to be able to 
consider taking a full stand at Silverstone for 2016 if 
there is enough interest from the 2015 event.  For 
Brands contact me on events@minicooper.org and for 
Silverstone, John on SC_15@icloud.com .
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EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard



EVENTS CALENDAR
Key
Bold = National MCR event or Club stand
Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance

2015

March
Event: Visit to British Motor Heritage Factory  
Date: 11th March 
Location: Witney, Oxfordshire 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org 
Event Full

Event: Brooklands Mini Day   
Date: 29th March (Now a Sunday!) 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com  
Kenneth Hunter Thames Valley Region  
kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com

Event: Practical Classic’s Motor Show   
Date: 28th and 29th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

Event: MCR Scottish Region Club Meeting  
Date: 29th March 
Location: The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX. Meeting at 12 PM. There may be an 
optional, impromptu run in advance of the meeting (which will 
be announced the week prior) depending on the weather! 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

April
Event: Coleford Carnival of Transport 2015  
Date: 6th April 2015 (Easter Monday) 
Location: Coleford, Gloucestershire, GL14  
Contact: http://www.colefordcarnivaloftransport.co.uk/

Event: Pride of Longbridge   
Date: 18th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge,  B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

May
Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day   
Date: 2nd- 3rd May    
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at Blyton 
Park for MK1 Mini’s 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/action-
day.htm

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 1st-4th May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run  
Date: TBC May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, Wilts 
Contact: www.dewsc.org.uk

Event: Donington Historic Festival   
Date: 2nd-4th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: British Mini Day   
Date: 10th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: London to Brighton Mini Run 2015  
Date: 17th May 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: Stirling and District Classic Car Show  
Date: 17th May 
Location: Bridge of Allan    
Details: Over 700 classic cars and autojumble 
Contact: Geoff Marr, MCR Scotland geoff.marr@btinternet.com 
http://www.sdccc.co.uk/index.php/show.html

Event: Dose of Vintage Classic & vintage Fair  
Date: 23rd May 
Location: Basingstoke Road, Alton, Hampshire 
Contact: www.doseofvintage.co.uk

Event: Thistle Run    
Date: 24th May 
Location: TBC 
Contact: www.miniclan.com

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2015  
Date: 22-25th May 
Location: Greater Island of Lake Zarasas, known as Little 
England, in north east Lithuania 
Contact: www.imm2015.lt

June
Event: Thirlestane Castle Historic Motoring Extravaganza 
Date: 7th June 
Location: Thirlestane Castle, Lauder. Over 500 classic cars 
expected for 2015. Static show with concours judging. Also 
includes an autojumble. It is open to all marques of Mini’s 
Contact: John Heatlie, MCR Scotland.      
Email: johnheatlie012@btinternet.com

Event: Wilton Classic and Supercar Show  
Date: 6th and 7th June 
Location: Wilton House, Wilton, Northants SP2 8PX 
Contact: http://www.wiltonclassicandsupercars.co.uk/

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: Sunday 14th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands and 
concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. It is 
open to all marques of Minis/MINI’s. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org   
Tickets: http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/beaulieu-events/
club-rally/mini-cooper-rally

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 13th-14th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Mini Festival 2015   
Date: 20th June (TBC) 
Location: Oulton Park 
Contact: Oulton Park http://www.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Eridge Park Classic Car Show   
Date: 21st June 
Location: Eridge Park, Tunbridge Wells 
Contact: chris.m.wynne@btinternet.com

Event: Festival of Speed    
Date: 26th-28th June 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: MCR Scotland Breakfast Run & Meeting  
Date: 28th June 
Location: Start:  Powmill Milk Bar (near Dollar) 9 AM.   Finish:  
Murrayshall Hotel, Scone, Perth 12:30 PM. Open to all marques 
of Mini’s.  There will be a meeting at 12:30 at Murrayshall Hotel 
for those that just want to attend a meeting and not the run. 
Contact: ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

July
Event: Champagne Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 4th-5th July 
Location: Champagne Region, France 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard -   
h13jkr@hotmail.com

Event: Wheels of Yesteryear Rally   
Date: 5th July 
Location: Mining Museum, Newtongrange and finishes (via 
Glenkinchie distillery) at Lennoxlove House.  Rally, static 
show and concours. 
Contact: http://www.wheelsofyesteryear.org.uk/events.html

Event: Glamis Castle – Vintage Vehicle Extravaganza.  Static 
show, road run, and auto jumble!   
Date: 11th - 12th July 
Location: Glamis Castle 
Contact: Scottish Region. Ben & Patricia Webb   
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk to reserve a place!

Event: Lavender Run    
Date: 19th July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Mini Festival 2015   
Date: 25th & 26th July (TBC) 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Silverstone Classic    
Date: 24th, 25th and 26th July (Club presence Sat 25th! 
One day only!) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price sc_15@icloud.com

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill   
Date: 31st July – 2nd August 
Location: Marley Eternit Social Club, Whaddon Road, Meldreth 
Contact: Trevor knowles.madhouse@virgin.net

August
Event: Croft Nostalgia    
Date: 8th – 9th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car and military vehicle show 
Contact: http://www.croftmilitary.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park    
Date: 15th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Biggar Rally    
Date: TBC 16th August 
Location: Biggar. Rally, static car show, concours and 
autojumble.  Camping also available.    
Website: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally  
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Ham Sandwich Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 30th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard -   
h13jkr@hotmail.com

September
Event: Bo’ness Hillclimb Revival   
Date: 5th-6th September 
Location: Bo’ness Circuit, Kinneil House. Historic hillclimb, 
static car show, concours. http://www.bonesshillclimb.org.uk/ 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 11th-13th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day   
Date: 13th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Minis to Ireland (Event Full - Reserve List Only!) 
Date: 17th – 24th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: chairman@minicooper.org

Event: RAF Mini Club – Battle of Britain Run  
Date: 19th September 
Location: Various – Watford to Folkestone 
Contact: RAF Mini Club on Facebook.

Event: Rally Car Day    
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Brian Davage -  bridavage@gmail.com

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: TBC September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

October
Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: TBC October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley -   
rminimick@aol.com

November
Event: MCR Club Meeting – Scottish Region  
Date: 1st November, 12 PM 
Location: The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel, 
Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 13-15th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Mini Cooper Register | 11



12 | www.minicooper.org12 | www.minicooper.org

Mini Cooper Register Annual General Meeting

Sunday 15th March 2015
 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Mini Cooper Register will take 
place at the Coventry Museum of British Transport, Millennium Place, Hales Street, Coventry 
CV1 1PN. Directions can be found on www.transport-museum.com Entry to the museum is free.
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Please arrive at the Museum for 10.30 a.m. 

The Meeting starts promptly at 11:00 a.m.

We welcome members to arrive in their Minis or MINI and they will then be permitted to park free of charge on the hard 
standing right outside the museum entrance.

Nominations Wanted
The Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. The current Chairman should receive nominations of candidates 
for election to the Committee not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

All posts are open for nomination any member may apply.

All positions will all become vacant at the Annual General Meeting. Posts which you can be nominated for are Competition Secretary, 
Editor, Events Co-Ordinator, Public Relations, Regalia Secretary, Regional Organiser, Secretary and Treasurer. It is vital and urgent that 
someone volunteers for each position to allow the continued smooth running of the Club. Your Club needs you! 

Please contact Robert Young if you want to discuss any position.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be elected by ballot between the newly elected members at the next Committee meeting 
following this Annual General Meeting.

Please include the following in a nomination: Committee Post, the nominee’s name and club membership number, the proposer’s 
name and club membership number and signatures of both people. Please include your reasons for applying and detail any 
relevant qualities, experience and qualifications. This is your chance to make a difference to the running of the Club.

Agenda Proposals Wanted
Any member wishing to have an item included on the agenda of the meeting must submit it, in writing, to the current Chairman 
not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

The Submission needs to include the name and membership number of the person submitting the item a proposer’s name and 
membership number and the signatures of both people.

Note
Admission to the Annual General Meeting will be strictly limited to current members only. Please bring you membership card in 
order to gain admittance to the meeting.

The Committee does not recommend this meeting as a suitable place for children or pets.

Please address nominations and agenda proposals to:
Robert Young, MCR AGM, Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden, Kent. TN30 7NE

Nominations and agenda proposals to arrive no later than Monday 9th March 2015.
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Sunday 29th March, 2015

The Mini Cooper Register will be attending this 
event and has reserved space for 20 cars.

If you would like to represent the club 
and are willing to display your car
Please contact Ken Hunter, 
Thames Valley Region

Contact Ken Hunter on   
01344 772446
email  kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com

Mini Day 
at 

Brooklands 
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Website and Forum Corner By Graham W. Robinson - Webmaster

Whilst the new forum got off to a good start it hasn’t been growing 
at quite the rate I had hoped it would. We continue to attract 

new members, both from within the MCR and elsewhere, but not at 
the rate that I would have liked. There’s a pretty good mix of MCR 
members and non members. It’s also interesting how many users we 
have attracted from overseas, far more by proportion of overseas 
members to UK members within the club. 

We also have many people who have joined but as yet have not posted 
anything. I think this is an inherent problem with all forums so it’s 
something we just have to accept. Having said that, it’s only with more 
topics and posts does a forum develop into something that becomes 
really enjoyable to be part of. If you are reading this and the cap fits, 
then please try and make a contribution.

In terms of the forum functioning as it should, I am pleased to say there 
have been very few problems which is quite a relief after what we 
have been through this last year or so. There are still a few features 
that I would like to introduce but, as always, with this sort of thing you 
can’t rush it. A computer can give you an answer in a nanosecond but 
programming it takes a little longer! 

One thing that we have introduced in the last month or so is the ability 
to read CooperWorld online as a flipbook. If you don’t mind taking your 
laptop to bed with you then you can read it very much as you would 
if it were the printed copy! Our aim is to have the magazine up on the 
forum at much the same time as the printed copy drops on your mat 
in the UK. As I have said before, we think that this will be well received 
by our overseas members, in that they can be reading the electronic 
version of the magazine at about the same time as MCR members do in 
the UK. In getting CooperWorld online on the forum as a flipbook, I am 
very grateful to Justin Ridyard for his advice in the first instance, and then 
the hard work he has put in converting the pdfs into the flipbook format. 
Incidentally, those of you wishing to download the pdf version can still do 
so as that is on the forum as well as the flipbook version.

The different  forum sections of which we currently have 19, seems 
to have worked out quite well although I was having doubts about the 
inclusion of ‘Tutorials – How to do things’ but after a slow start I’m pleased 
to see that informative posts are now being made. Comment has been 
passed as to why we don’t split ‘For Sale and Wanted’ into two separate 
sections? For the moment it seems to be working out fine as it is, but I 
take the point and can see that as the forum grows we will in due course 
need to list ‘For Sale’ and ‘Wanted’ as separate headings. We’ve also 
had the suggestion that we create a new section, or sub section, called 
‘Factory Fit.’ My alternative suggestion would be ‘As it left the factory.’ 
Whatever, the idea would be for forum members to post photos of Minis, 
and in the main Mini Coopers, showing shots of the under bonnet area of 
the cars especially ‘As they left the factory’. Indeed photos of cars that have 
been virtually untouched, even if now a little tatty, would be ideal for what 
has been suggested. Discussion can then ensue if necessary but in the main 

the photos would be a sort of pictorial reference library. It’s a good idea 
and I can see the sense in it. Already on the new forum there have been 
several occasions where owners have been seeking information on what 
was the correct route for a particular pipe, or where and how something 
was fitted. These are good examples of how I think ‘Factory Fit’ (or ‘How 
it left the factory’) could prove a useful addition to the forum. Before I do 
any more on this it would be good to have some feedback either to me by 
PM or email, or on the forum itself. If on the forum look for ‘Factory Fit’ 
under ‘Help in using this forum’, the very last section on the board index.

You are no doubt well aware of the expression ‘Location, location, location’ 
but probably less aware of the word ‘Location’ as it applies to those using 
the forum! I’m sticking my neck out here but I have been both surprised 
and disappointed at the response to this question when users have been 
registering for the forum. We made it obligatory because I have always 
thought it useful to know where the person who has posted something 
resides. By resides I don’t mean their name, address and phone number as 
this could easily raise a security issue. However, to know where someone 
is geographically would be especially useful where For Sale and Wanted is 
concerned. Even more so, if the user is in another country and perhaps on 
the other side of the world. It’s also useful when requests for help in finding 
a specialist to build an engine or do a complete restoration are concerned. 
That’s the logic as I see it. However, there is almost a paranoia on the 
forum not to give away too much. A location of ‘UK’ is now quite common. 
May I ask why? I see nothing wrong in quoting for example ‘Yorkshire, 
England’, ‘Clywd, Wales’, ‘Ayrshire, Scotland’ or ‘Belfast, Northern Ireland.’ 
You are still not giving away too much by doing so. Of the applications I 
have dealt with, three stick out as not playing the game. One said ‘Europe’, 
another ‘Northern Hemisphere’ and a third ‘Forum’! It’s not a problem 
with other forums so I don’t see why it should be with our forum. Leave 
your location as ‘UK’ if you wish. But if you wish to change it please let me 
know and I’ll amend it to whatever location you wish to give me, although 
don’t try ‘Europe’, ‘Northern Hemisphere’ or ‘Forum’!

Not a great deal to tell you about the website although I do continue 
to make a few tweaks. Areas that have recently been revamped 
include ‘Minis to ……’ and our regalia page has now been renamed 
‘Club Shop’. The email address for the latter has changed too. It’s now 
clubshop@minicooper.org. The old one of regalia@minicooper.org is 
still working although in due course it will be withdrawn. On the main 
menu I have introduced ‘IMPORTANT NEWS’ which takes visitors to 
a page telling them about such things as our National Mini Cooper Day 
at Beaulieu, Minis to ……. and our presence at the NEC classic car 
show. A cut down version of ‘IMPORTANT NEWS’ now appears in a 
box on the right hand side of the Home (Welcome) page too.
That’s it for now. I hope to see you on the forum soon! To remind you 
once again, the forum is at: http://mcrforum.minicooper.org 

Graham W. Robinson Webmaster

webmaster@minicooper.org

WEBSITE AND FORUM CORNER
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This meeting is claimed to be ‘The World’s Biggest Classic Motor Racing Festival’, whether or not it is, a super opportunity 
exists to see cars that are part of our motor sporting heritage, racing and in preparation in the fully accessible pits; 
Honorary member Peter Baldwin is always good to watch.

After I mentioned this to the MCR it was suggest that I pursued it, bearing in mind it is the same weekend as the Mini 
Festival at Brands Hatch. In conjunction with Justin Ridyard, I have registered the MCR for 2015 and will co-ordinate 
enquiries for those who might wish to attend.

Bearing in mind it is a 3 day meeting the MCR decided to treat 2015 as trial run and to concentrate on Saturday 25 July 
to see what the level of support is. At this stage it is not intended to run a club stand, just book, turn up and enjoy the 
cars, atmosphere and racing day. If you would like to know more about the event, please look it up at http://www.
silverstoneclassic.com 

If you would like to attend please email me at sc_15@icloud.com for booking instructions and let me have your Name, 
Membership Number, Registration and Model; this will help with assessing the event for another year. 

The event can be thoroughly recommended, is well organised, a free classic bus service runs between the National Pits, 
near where the clubs are located, and the International Pits making it possible to visit all areas easily.
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LETTERS
Buy the car and not the story 

John Parnell’s article (Registrars, Page 44 Cooperworld January 
2015) should have rung alarm bells for JCWorks cars owners and 
prospective owners too. Put simply, the numbering system and 
anything remotely related to originality thereafter seems to be a 
total shambles. And I hesitate to say it, but in a couple of years 
hence, this WILL affect authenticity too. Mark my words!

This shambolic numbering - or total lack of accountable 
numbering - state of affairs started to rear its head on the old 
forum in several threads where questions were raised, many of 
which were either glossed over so to speak, or simply couldn’t 
be answered. I mean, is it really the case that these cars have no 
quantifiable or accountable method of numbering? And a year of 
conversion date well, words fails me!  As for numbered kits being 
sent out by the van load to…… and fitted to........ Well, do we 
really know?

And am I really right in assuming, or have I misread it, that an 
older say, well used car, could have been fitted with such a kit 
bought off the shelf, complete with badges and other goodies, 
and not even been South of Oxford?  On that basis what some 
call a JCW is just a car fitted with JCW parts.  Unless I am missing 
something, it’s mind boggling!

And before I go on, this is for cars that are close to the highly 
sought after and/or collectors market.  Can you just imagine if 
your accountant sent your tax return back based on a shambolic 
accounting system like this?  You’d be sharing a cell with him now!

The only flicker of light I can see is the fact that the successor 
operator has declined to re-manufacture the stickers again. I say 
‘flicker of light’ in a well meaning way but the words ‘…..you need 
to get out a bit more….’ jump up at me.  Because if someone made 
the various cheap stick-on badges AND the other assorted identifying 
features 15 or so years ago using the archaic facilities available then, 
you can be rest assured that, as sure as god made little green apples, 
that EXACT reproductions will be available today.

Don’t think that this has anything to do with, or is a slight on the 
quality of the kits or parts, or the sum of the parts, or even the 
eye watering prices of them. But with the variables available in 
the various forms, which cars are truly the JCW converted ones 
and which are the ones with ‘conversion’ kits fitted. It’s a buyer’s 
nightmare.  And if a potential buyer has got any nous, it’ll be a 
seller’s providential nightmare too.  Nope!  I have a gut feeling 
the fact is that the only quantifiable, accountable and authentic 
method is to buy a car based on the true identifiable, verifiable 
and documented original VIN/chassis number and V5.  Any other 
numbering or verification system is worthless.  It is a car fitted 
with some JCW parts. In other words BUY THE CAR AND NOT 
THE STORY………

Peter Laidler

Alternative Christmas Cooper  

As an alternative to the superb shiny Coopers of which the Register 
is renowned - I offer a picture of my ‘Barn Find’ Cooper parked 
in front of St Michael’s Mount Christmas morning, after my annual 
thrash around the traffic free lanes of West Cornwall - deep joy! 
And yes, that’s the best quality photo I’ve got, but it really was 
taken at 8:15 on Christmas morning  when all other Coopers were 
tucked up under their de luxe covers.......

I ought to point out in all fairness that although my car is a genuine 
‘64 Cooper and, that I’ve had it for 25 years or so, it’s all my 

own work (including spraying). Its present incarnation is only a 
disguise.....I was about to re-spray it for a second time when I 
thought it would be a great alternative to the rows of shiny and 
professionally restored Minis we are used to seeing. It proved to 
be very popular at its regular appearance on the track at Castle 
Combe (ask Nick Hunter)...but it’s not quite as it seems!
 
I also enclose a couple of pics of my ‘fleet’ to demonstrate that my 
tastes are not quite normal. 
 
Keep up the excellent quality of the magazine and best wishes 
for 2015.

Dave Lovell





January 5, 2015: The New Year heralds an exciting new phase for motor project SKIDZ which is to forge ahead with plans to develop the charity 
into a nationwide operation.

The plans follow an overhaul of the High Wycombe-based charity’s operational methods to secure a sustainable future for SKIDZ which has also 
received £100,000 of grants over recent months, reflecting confidence in its new approach aimed at making the organisation more self-sufficient. 

SKIDZ has been seeking to match a pledge and subsequently large grants confirmed since September include two £20,000 sums for core funding 
from The Rayne Foundation, which was created by property developer the late Baron Rayne, and the Barbara Ward Children’s Foundation. A further 
£10,000 from the Rothschild Foundation, founded by the banking dynasty, will also go towards the charity’s running costs.
Originally set up in 1997 in response to a surge in car crime in the High Wycombe area, SKIDZ’ focus was on disadvantaged, disengaged and disaffected 
13-16 year olds whom it sought to re-connect with mainstream education via motor vehicle studies delivered in an adult environment. 
Since then SKIDZ has steered more than 8,000 youngsters to a brighter future in the South Bucks region. The courses have proved so popular that 
they have now been extended to allow local schools, colleges and adults to access a range of specialist courses including NVQ studies.

Now SKIDZ, under the guidance of Chief Executive Officer Graham Andrews (left), is proposing to roll out courses 
nationwide, based on the successful template developed in High Wycombe, with the ambition of providing ‘accessible-
to-all’ motor vehicle education and training across the UK. 
 
Mr Andrews says that at the same time SKIDZ is determined to expand the scope of its courses and create independent 
funding streams to reduce its reliance on the benevolence of individuals and organisations.

He said:  “To survive and enable growth in times of austerity it has been essential to develop courses that aren’t purely focused 
on disadvantaged youngsters but are accessible to anyone keen to learn about motor studies. We have now developed a 
series of new courses which are being taken up by local schoolchildren and students, and importantly we are also providing 
opportunities for the 1 million-plus young people who are regarded as NEET (not in employment, education or training).

More/2 
“We are also working on creating special foundation courses to enable those who are unemployed to train with us and 
get employable skills without impacting on their benefits.”

Mr Andrews says many young people in the NEET category may have Special Education Needs, be from areas of deprivation or be excluded from mainstream 
education. NEETs are more likely to suffer poor health, more likely to become involved in crime and more likely to earn less in the course of their lifetime. 

“Our courses offer the opportunity for these youngsters to develop skills to enable them to get into employment and our courses can certainly make 
a massive contribution to help the Government to save money. The individual life-time cost of a NEET person is estimated at £56,000*. Our research 
shows that the 250 young people we have helped at SKIDZ from 2009 to 2012 would have saved the public purse about £14 million. Replicating our 
work on a nationwide basis will help thousands of young people with the potential of saving the Government hundreds of millions of pounds.”

Mr Andrews added: “Our mission is to provide motor vehicle education and training that is accessible to all through a UK network of sustainable and 
self-sufficient centres of excellence, and we have been working hard to create a number of independent funding streams to enable us to realise this goal. 

“However, grant funding continues to be extremely important to us because it supports our day-to-day 
work with students – in particular those who are disadvantaged, while we continue to develop other sources 
of income. We also believe it represents an understanding that what we are doing here is worthwhile, a 
confidence in our plans for a self-sustaining future and belief in our ability to deliver that strategy.” 

The charity has launched a number plate business Samar’t SKIDZ to provide motor manufacturers, dealerships 
and fleet firms with everything they need to create their own number plates on demand. The project, being 
championed by SKIDZ Patron Paddy Hopkirk (left), the legendary rally driver, is in its infancy but SKIDZ 
believes it has massive potential with profits from the enterprise going to support SKIDZ students. 

Broadening the range of courses offered at the garage workshop has also seen fresh income from schools 
and colleges which can now offer places to post-16 students looking to develop their skills further to 
SKIDZ and older people who are unemployed or seeking a career change.

Graham says: “We are exploring opportunities around attracting a broader spectrum of students and also intend to move forward our plans to roll out 
our programme via centres around the country. Fundraising continues to be a vital part of this process so we hope individuals, organisations, Trusts 
and Foundations will continue their kind support, which is so appreciated.”

 To find out more about SKIDZ, visit: www.SKIDZ.org.uk.
*Reference https://www.gov.uk/government/news/radical-scheme-to-rescue-neets.

Media Contact: Paul Smith Associates, Tel: 01420 22532;
e-mail: newsdesk@paulsmithassociates.co.uk

Self-sustainability strategy secures funding for SKIDZ

PRESS RELEASE
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
COOPER, the Formula One constructor

We depart from Minis for this 
month’s Archive as we visit an 

issue of Autosport from 29th December 
1967, sent in by our own Editor Paul 
Sulma. Autosport ran a series of articles 
and interviews with those involved in 
Formula One Construction and this issue, 
needless to say, featured Coopers and 
their contribution to Formula one design 
as a Constructor.

By 1967, the revolution in Formula One 
design was complete and all race cars 

had their engines in the rear of the car and all had independent 
suspension. This situation was due largely as a result of the 
successful Cooper Coventry Climax Formula 1 car conceived 
and run by Coopers between 1959 and 1960. Even prior to that, 
Coopers had been successful in other forms of formula racing, by 
using a light weight chassis and bolting the engine and transmission 
behind the driver to great effect.

The roots of Coopers started back in 1947, when Charles Cooper, 
often referred to as ‘The Old Man’ by John Cooper, between them built 
a rear engined single seater with a 500cc JAP motor cycle engine and 
fitted with two Fiat 500 front suspension assemblies. From this came a 
range of successful 500cc Formula 3 cars, all with a rear engine and a 
range of sports racing cars culminating in their all conquering Formula 1 
cars of 1959 – 60.

Jack Brabham in the Cooper T51 at the 1959 Dutch GP

Despite, for a short time in the early 1950s, when Coopers 
produced some front engine cars, which too were successful – 
it was the ‘Bob Tail’ central seater sports car that set them on 
their successful path, along with their association with engine 
builder Coventry Climax. Back then, John Cooper was a star 
driver himself but was eclipsed by the likes of Stirling Moss in his 
1100cc JAP Cooper. Mike Hawthorn also made his name in a front 
engined Cooper-Bristol. Roy Salvadori achieved much success 
for Coopers when they first entered Formula 1. It was however, 
Stirling Moss who won Coopers their first Grand Prix and Jack 
Brabham who earned Coopers their F1 Championship in 1959 and 
again in 1960.
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Preparation in Cooper’s factory of a Cooper Climax T51 in 1959, 
with Jack Brabham’s wrecked T51 from the Portuguese GP in 
the background

When Charles Cooper died in 1964, John was left to run the Cooper 
Car Company and it soon became part of the Chipstead Group 
but in 1966 was reformed to be the Cooper Group. With their 
factory still at 243 Ewell Road in Surbiton, the shortage of space, 
with the increase in Formula 1 construction, meant they soon 
moved to nearby Langley Road, still in Surbiton. Then subsequently 
they moved yet again to a bigger building in Byfleet near the old 
Brooklands race track. 

Of course, the Mini did play a big part in Cooper’s history and, as we 
know soon after the Mini was produced, John Cooper successfully 
persuaded BMC to produce a much modified Mini based on his 
Formula Junior knowhow and the Mini Cooper was born. John became 
responsible for the race programme of Minis in both the UK and 
Europe leaving the BMC factory to compete with their Works cars in 
rallying.  John, of course, received considerable financial support from 
BMC to run his Mini Cooper race team.

Jacky Ickx in the Cooper-Maserati T86 in the 1967 US Grand Prix 

As of the end of 1967, when this article was written, Cooper’s 
fortunes had started to wane in Formula 1 circles, as others had 
caught up and their Maserati V12 engine, that season at least, was 
less powerful and heavier than predicted. But despite this they 
still managed third place in the Constructor’s championship, for 
the second year running, and were hopeful of a better season in 
1968 where they hoped to secure Pedro Rodriguez and Scarfiotti’s 
services as drivers. It should be remembered Cooper had Jochen 
Rindt as their number one driver in 1968. However without, at 
that time, a fuel supplier contract, paying the bills for a pair of high 
profile drivers was difficult. Conversely, without a top line driver 
they would not attract a fuel sponsor anyway, so supporting a couple 
of ‘up and coming’ drivers was not a viable option either. With a 



new BRM engine ready for the European season opening in 
March, hopes were high. Fortunately, they had secured a tyre 
contract for the coming season, so were just working hard on a 
fuel contract as the article was written.

Pedro Rodrigues in a Cooper-Mazerati T81 at the Monaco 
GP in 1967

Sponsorship, of course, back then was not as obvious as it is now 
but certainly it was becoming a necessary life line. Before these 
days, Coopers relied, as most did, on generous start money 
and prize money to fund their racing. Increasingly, the cost of 
hiring drivers, with large salary demands, was outstripping that 
revenue stream, so other forms of finance were being actively 
sought.  One such option, in theory open to Coopers, was from 
Marks & Spencer, as Jonathan Sieff, the Chairman of the Cooper 
Group, was also an owner of Marks & Spencer. John Cooper 
however, thought better of it, feeling it just would not fit. How 
times have changed!

John himself  had decided to concentrate solely on Formula 1 
for the ’68 season and planned to attend all of the meetings, 
having in the past spent a good percentage of his time with 
the Minis – this would now be the sole responsibility of Ginger 
Devlin. At the time, the Cooper Car Company employed about 
40 people at the factory in Byfleet, concentrating on Formula 
1 construction, sports car construction and Mini racing. Just 
ten mechanics were working exclusively on the F1 side plus 
numerous sheet metal workers. Six to eight were working on 
the racing Mini team and 14 in the drawing office.

The all new for 1968, Cooper-BRM T86B V12, with wing, 
driven in the US Grand Prix by Lucien Bianchi.

In closing, asked if John was going to continue his relationship 
with BMC, he was very positive and said further Cooper 
powered BMC cars were in the pipeline.  Well, I wonder what 
happened to those.  An 1800 Cooper, an 1100 Cooper – sadly 
none saw the light of day. 

Robert Young
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There’s a fair degree of ‘Boys Own Adventure’ in the motor 
sporting life of Australian, Lex Davison. Here’s a taste of 

those adventures. 

Through family and his business interests he was able to enjoy 
many motoring adventures across Australasia and, indeed, even 
Britain & Europe - including the 1953 Monte Carlo Rally and the 
1961 Le Mans 24 hour - Often under his own ‘Ecurie Australie’ 
team banner. No mean feat when communication, let alone 
logistics, were somewhat harder 50 and 60 odd years ago. He is 
also one of few who had a drive of Donald Campbell’s Bluebird 
during the 1964 Lake Eyre record attempts. 

It’s no secret that Australia was a ‘dumping ground’ for cast aside 
racing cars from Britain – often brought out by a visiting driver 
for the New Zealand/Australian Internationals. Although Lex 
sometimes took a slightly different approach by having UK-based 
contacts find cars for him. By the early 1960s he was buying the 
latest cars they had built for the purpose. Amongst the racing 
cars Lex acquired and/or had developed were Alfa Romeo, MG, 
HWM, Ferrari, Aston Martin, Cooper and Repco-Brabham.

Lex first sampled then, Australian Cooper distributor, Keith 
Martin’s Cooper after the November 1950 Ballarat Aerodrome 
race meeting. Ultimately he purchased one of the Martin 
Cooper-JAPs in 1952. However, that one remained unraced by 
Lex, although he did race Stan Jones’ Cooper at the October 
1952 Parramatta Park (Sydney) meeting. Then, after acquiring a 
Cooper-Vincent MkIV in early 1954, he went hill climbing with 
it. But it wasn’t quick enough, so with the engineering skills of 
Phil Irving it was supercharged, beginning two successful years 
of hillclimbing, ¼ mile sprints and some circuit racing across 
Australia with that chassis. Before the engine and supercharger 
were swapped into a later MkV chassis and the so-named 
Cooper-Irving was created. These 2 cars heralding 3 Australian 
Hillclimb Championship wins in the process. 

Despite success, the air-cooled Coopers played second 
fiddle to the various front-engined HWM, Ferrari & Aston 
Martin grand prix cars that Lex preferred to run for outright 
racing honours. With the Ferrari helping him to become 
the 1st recipient of CAMS ‘Gold Star’ Australian Drivers’ 
Championship award for the 1957 season. Australian motor 
sport’s highest accolade. However, by the Aston GP era, it 
was usually outclassed by the growing number of Cooper-
Climax cars finding their way to Australia. Lex was known to 
make cracks about them being ‘Anti-Climaxes’. Finally though, 
he leased one of Bib Stillwell’s ‘spare’ Cooper T51s for the 
October 1961 Australian GP at Mallala. Resulting in Lex’s 4th 
and final Australian GP win – to add to those won in 1954, 57 
and 58. He was finally taking to the rear engine formula!

It also meant that in a career littered with several ‘retirements’ 
due to family and business endeavours, he was seriously 
hooked by the racing bug again. Consultation with BRM, Jack 
Brabham and Reg Parnell to source a suitable rear-engine car, 
ultimately saw a deal struck with Reg’s Bowmaker-Yeoman 
Credit Racing Team to drive one of their Coopers for the 1962 
New Zealand and Australian ‘International’ meetings. They 
were already heading ‘down under’ to race throughout January, 
February and March. So an extra car was sent for Lex. That 
however, ended badly for him at the penultimate International 
meeting. The result of a mishap at Longford where the Cooper 
was severely damaged after contact with a tree and local pub! 
It was enough to make him take up drinking – ordering Brandy 
from the bar. It also meant he was quickly in negotiations 
with Jack Brabham for the purchase of his ‘backup’ Cooper as 
Sandown’s International was a little over a week away. But just 
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to prove things could be complicated even then, 
Lex secured the Cooper, then leased it to Yeoman 
Credit for Roy Salvadori to use at Sandown. Roy 
had damaged his YC Cooper at Warwick Farm. 
With the benefit of excess racing cars, Lex wheeled 
out his Aston Martin for Sandown.

Bruce McLaren was Cooper’s number 1 GP driver in 
1962. But in readiness for the November 1962 AGP 
at Caversham, built the one-off Cooper Climax T62. 
This was all done foreign to Cooper Cars. Although 
the car was still identified as a Cooper, it was built at 
Tommy Atkins workshop. So cutting a longer story 
short, this car became Lex’s after the 1963 NZ/
Aus International meeting. Used throughout the 
1963 Australian national season and the new 1964 
Tasman Series. The process was then repeated during 
the 1964 Tasman by negotiating to purchase the 
Denny Hulme-raced Repco-Brabham BT4 from Jack 
Brabham yet again. This then became the car Lex 
raced for the 1964 national season and 1965 Tasman. 
But the dangers of motor sport would intervene.

The February 20-21 Sandown meeting was the 
penultimate round of the 1965 Tasman Series, with 
Longford the final and that year’s AGP meeting. 
Sandown however, quickly became a sombre 
meeting when Lex went through the horse railing 
at Sandown’s back straight kink during Saturday’s 
practice. Later it was revealed he had suffered a 
heart attack and had been observed making no 
attempt to turn slightly right for the kink. He had 
turned 42, just 8 days earlier, and one of Australia’s 
then most prolific drivers, husband of Diana and 
father of 7 children was gone. 

The tragedy didn’t end there though, as Lex’s 
young Protégé and next door neighbour, Rocky 
Tresise, who had been running the ex McLaren 
Cooper T62, still wanted to run at Longford. After 
what was no doubt some serious thought Diana 
allowed him and the T62 to venture to Tasmania 
for the Longford AGP meeting. In short, just 9 
days after Lex, Rocky was gone too, coming all 
unstuck between the Longford start line and the 
water tower. The out of control Cooper also taking 
photographer Robin d’Abrera. Motor sport felt the 
pain and ‘Ecurie Australie’ was no more.

To finish a little more upbeat Davison’s continue 
in Australian motor sport to this day. Son’s Jon & 
Richard raced in the 1970s and 1980s, with Jon 
going on to ironically become Sandown’s promoter 
for 15 or so years from the early 1990s.  Then in 
the mid 90’s onward, their respective sons, James 
and his cousins, Alex and Will can be found racing 
somewhere. It should also be mentioned that 
another of  Lex’s sons, Chris recently relaunched 
the use of ‘Ecurie Australie’ for the Formula Ford 
he and daughter Claire run in historics.   

Stephen Dalton 

Lex in the ex Brabham ‘backup’ Cooper-Climax 
at the 1962 AGP meeting

How Melbourne’s The Herald newspaper went to print, 
the Saturday afternoon of the tragedy

M
 H

ey
 c

ol
le

ct
io

n

D
ev

in
e 

co
lle

ct
io

n/
D

 V
an

 D
al



Regulations and Legislation 

As you may be aware, the MCR is affiliated to the Federation 
of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC) and that the 
Federation’s principle work revolves around representing 
club member’s interests in owning, maintaining and driving 
their classic vehicles without reasonable restriction from 
regulations and legislation. The Federation keeps clubs 
regularly updated by way of a newsletter, on proposed 
changes to existing regulations or legislation, as well as any 
new regulations and legislation that is being considered for 
possible future implementation.

The Federation is happy for clubs to publish extracts and articles 
from their newsletters which might be of particular interest to 
club members and so I have included below extracts from the 
most recent newsletter we have received covering a number of 
relevant topics.

Editor.

Discontinuance of the Tax Disc - The tax disc is 
no more.

Several of the issues we raised became clearer as the project 
progressed, but we remain concerned at how difficult it 
was to establish exactly what was planned until it actually 
happened. The DVLA made great play of how many people 
knew that the tax disc was going, but were strangely silent on 
how much private sellers and buyers knew about the fact that 
unexpired tax would no longer be able to be handed on by the 
buyer to the seller. We still have questions about this change, 
which we believe to have been put through with inadequate 
notice to citizens and little care for their interests. We are 
unclear as to exactly when the pre-existing licence is legally 
required to come to an end.

One thing we think everyone should be clear upon is that 
there has been no change to the process of establishing a new 
Registered Keeper. Nor has the V5C been replaced by new 
technology. It is still a paper document. It is still the job of the 
existing Registered Keeper when he sells or transfers a vehicle, 
to send the completed V5C, less the V5C/2 Tear Off which he 
has given to the ‘new keeper, by post to DVLA in Swansea. 
Only when DVLA have processed the V5C is there a new 
Registered Keeper.

And we think it important also to remind everyone that a 
seller should never part with the V5C/2 tear off until the sale is 
complete and he has the buyer’s money. 

Another unsatisfactory aspect was that we were not able to see 
the online taxing process before it was introduced. Now it has 
appeared, our concern that the printable document resulting 
from online taxation would not satisfy overseas law enforcement 
officers as evidence that the vehicle is in fact taxed has proved 
correct. We will continue to press for a more convincing final 
output of the online process. 

For those taxing at a Post Office the situation seems worse as 
we understand that all the keeper will have is a Post Office till 
receipt, and in the case of a Historic Class taxation there will 
be no receipt at all, as the tax is Nil Rate. The solution here is 
less clear but a printable final step to the Post Office process 
should not be beyond the wit of man. 

And the double taxation row, whereby the licence becomes 
invalid immediately on sale, but the old keeper only gets a rebate 
in respect of full months, so loses some of his paid tax, is rumbling 

on. We have not given up on that either, though we do recognise 
that it only applies to newer vehicles, as for Historic class, and 
thus nil rate vehicles, there is obviously no rebate.

VED Exemptions 

No doubt the next extension, to the end of 1974 in April, will 
go smoothly as we are aware of no planned new processes. 
Don’t forget, anyone with a 1974 built vehicle, first licensed in 
1975, doesn’t need to wait until April to have the DVLA record 
date changed. And if you have a vehicle which you know 
crosses a later line (1975/1976 etc.) you could go ahead any 
time with the date change. In fact DVLA would rather you did 
as it spreads their workload. 

Chrome plating

There are concerns regarding the use of chromium trioxide, 
used in chrome plating, which has become what is known as a 
‘candidate substance’ for inclusion within the Health and Safety 
legislation known as REACH. 

Our understanding now is that these concerns are likely to be 
subsumed into broader discussions, which will have been a 
little delayed by the appointment of the new EU Commission, 
on how substances are considered generally. There is a view 
among manufacturers, including the motor industry, that the 
views of the producers of the substances were being more 
carefully considered than those of industrial users. They are 
working to rectify this imbalance, which grows in importance 
as more substances, of less obvious hazard, are included. In 
particular, they are keen that a principle be established known 
as ‘repair as produced’, which will allow the continuation 
of existing processes on both replacement and refurbished 
existing parts where that is appropriate. 

In respect of chromium trioxide, there are major industrial 
concerns, including from the suppliers of turbines, particularly 
regarding the use of chrome plating for hardening purposes on 
bearing surfaces. These are being dealt with through such bodies 
as the European Vehicle Manufactures Association (ACEA) in 
Brussels, supported by FIVA.

So we are somewhat more relaxed on this, but are ensuring 
that the All Party Parliamentary Historic Vehicles Group are 
kept aware of the issue and are on hand to support us if we 
need them to.

Bob Owen  - FBHVC

Regulations and Legislation
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: 01342 315009      E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

To view our complete stock visit our website www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 
Roof Rack Twin Spare 

Wheel (complete) 

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

Competition Semi Synthetic Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50
 

Specially formulated for the Mini combined engine and gearbox application
 

Authorised distributor.

Telephone 01984 629540
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LRX 829E down under

Just before Christmas I received my 
copy of The BMC Experience from 
the editor, Craig Watson, and now 
that this fine magazine has widened its 
scope to encompass all BMC cars, not 
just Minis, the Mini copy is naturally 
thinner than it once was.  However, I 
did notice in their News columns, that 
Sid Jenkins has more or less finished 
his Australian LRX 829E. This car, we 
are told, has been under restoration by 
Simon Young from British Sporting Cars 
in Victoria for around a decade now 
- and it has just turned a wheel under 

its own power for the first time since 1981. The car should soon be 
heading back to Perth after it has been shown locally. Craig has said 
he will write a feature article on this and the other Ex-Works cars 
in Australia, notably, I assume, Graeme Urch’s sister car LRX 828E, 
which hopefully we will be able to reproduce here later in the year 
(with his kind cooperation).  

Of course, Sid’s car should not be confused with the European LRX 
829E that Guy Smith has here and was seen out and about looking 
like a time warp machine at Beaulieu in 2013.  Guy’s car, virtually 
untouched from its Abingdon days, still retains its original body 
number. Guy is still undecided whether to restore the car or leave 
it untouched.  It’s a difficult call and I know one he’s agonised over 
for a good few years now. Perhaps seeing Sid’s car may make him 

decide one way or another.  Of course, we do know that Abingdon 
subsequently built and sent out a different car to BMC Australia and 
this is the LRX 829E that Sid now owns– which is absolutely fine 
unless Sid wants to bring his car back to the UK!

EBL 56C news

Those who have followed the news and gossip about this Ex-Works 
car will be pleased to know that the new owner of EBL 56C, Anthony 
Marrett, has joined the club. I was particularly pleased Anthony had joined 
us, as it means we will hopefully still be able to see this fine car at perhaps 
Beualieu this summer. I do hope so.  The car has just returned from Chris 
Spennewyn’s workshop where he removed the engine and sent it down 
to Kent to be refreshed at Swiftune. As usual, Swiftune rebuilt the engine 
to their usual high standard and when fitted with a copy of the old 544 
camshaft that Ken Cams now make, they were pleased with the power. 
This peaked at 108bhp at 7000rpm and gave a nice flat torque curve 
showing 92 lbs/ft over a wide rev range. Coupled to the relatively short 
3.75 diff the engine was fitted with, should make for a very exciting drive.

EBL 55C news

It went very quiet on this car after Ari Saukko contacted us last year about 
restoring this very original car. However, Ari has been in touch once 
more, just before Christmas. He explained that due to a knee operation 
he’d been out of circulation and had been spending all of his time catching 
up with work. So, plans for EBL 55C’s restoration in time for the 50th 
anniversary of Timo’s win on the 1965 1000 Lakes in AJB 33B have been 
shelved. Ari’s car, driven by Rauno Aaltonen, finished 2nd overall on the 
rally, with Hopkirk in 6th place with ELB 56C. I’m still not sure, at this 
stage, quite what Ari’s plans are and how he wants to proceeded with 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Sid Jenkins LRX 829E is now virtually finished

Guy Smith’s LRX 829E at Beaulieu 2013

EBL 56C impressive power curve from Swiftune’s Dyno

EBL 55C looking very complete but in need of restoration
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the restoration. When last we spoke we all agreed that the car was in 
remarkable original condition, although I think he accepted that it would 
need perhaps a little more than a quick blow over and recommisioning. 

The bodywork, although relatively sound in many ways still needed 
much of the usual restoration work, not the least the roof, which had 
suffered some rain damage over the years. The suggestion was that the 
car came here to the UK to be restored, as we do have the expertise to 
undertake the work. We even suggested he bring the car to Beaulieu and 
let everyone see the car and at the same time let a few of the experts 
give their view on what work would be needed to restore it. Ari seemed 
reluctant to do that and that’s where we left it last year. Perhaps he 
has now decided to ship the car here. I believe he has been in touch 
with David Scothorn who may well be charged with co-ordinating the 
restoration work here. We will see - as they say “Watch this space”.

Hannu Lindstedt’s cars

Those who remember Hannu, who last brought one his cars CRX 
91B to Mini 50 at Longbridge back in 2009, will also know that 

he died suddenly after a short illness nearly three and half years 
ago.  I still miss my regular chatty Christmas card from him, which 
was always accompanied by a few interesting photos that I’d not 
seen before. Anyway, just before Christmas, I was contacted by his 
brother, Asko who was pleased to tell me that his many cars have 
now found a permanent home so that they can be displayed and kept 
properly.  Hannu was particularly proud of CRX 91B and, of course, 
MOP 431F. I recall that he drove CRX all the way from Finland to 
Longbridge for that show. He was quite relaxed that the car had had 
a mild coming together with another car somewhere along the way – 
I’d have been furious!  

Hannu was a true enthusiast and it’s great that his cars have stayed 
within the family and not dispersed around the globe. I just hope 
that one day we can see one or other of these cars here in the UK 
again some time. Asko assures me that there are plans for CRX 91B 
to be seen around more. It would be brilliant if we could get all four 
CRXs to Beaulieu this year in June. We often manage to get CRX88B, 
89B and 90B together, as they are all within the club with Chris 
Spennewyn, Alastair Vines and John Littman respectively. So, it will 
be great to make it a set of four – that would be special and a fitting 
tribute to Hannu’s memory.

Robert Young

EBL 55C looking very complete but in need of restoration

Hannu Lindstedt’s CRX 91B and some of his other cars now all 
housed together under one roof

Hannu Lindstedt at Mini 50 with CRX 91B

Appendix K Register

TRENDS IN FIA APPENDIX K 
COOPER S RACING 2014 -2015

Following the Cooper S only 
St Mary’s Trophy Races at the 
Goodwood Revival in 2009 to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the introduction of the Mini, 
optimism abounded that the 
successful format of those two really 
great races could be repeated the 
following season. Ron Maydon, boss 
of Masters Historic Racing had at 
Goodwood, fell in love with racing 

an FIA Cooper S in addition to his 
historic F1 car and so the following 

season Masters promoted a series of races just for FIA spec 
Cooper S’s. Unfortunately, the support was just not there, with 
only four entries for the first race at Snetterton and it did not 
get any better in 2011. So the Master Series Mini only races 
were a bit of a flop.

Russell Earnshaw
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In 2012 MSVR planned a Mini Festival at Brands Hatch on the Indy 
Circuit; Nick Swift was approached and asked if there was any chance 
of him finding sponsorship and sufficient FIA cars to fill the grid. 
Someone, and I’m not sure who, hit on the idea of inviting the French 
over to swell the numbers for a re-run of the Battle of Hastings in 
Appendix K racers. In the event sufficient FIA cars were found to 
run two single driver 25 minute heats of the Anglo/French battle and 
the Sanwa Trophy a two driver Mini Endurance race of 40 minutes 
duration. The meeting was a huge success and, so much so, that it 
was repeated again in 2013.  With so many suitable cars around after 
the first Mini Festival, the spin off from all the effort was that the 
1300cc class in the Pre 66 FIA Touring car races run by Masters and 
U2TC were increasingly well supported and hard fought, particularly 
at the larger meetings such as the Silverstone Classic. The Trophee 
Mini Classic series in France for FIA Cooper S types also benefited as 
a number of UK drivers travelled to France to re-join battle there, the 
late great Christian Devereux from London wining the Championship 
in the last race of the season in 2012.

So, for 2014 it may be no surprise that the number of FIA Appendix 
K race prepared Mini’s continued to grow and races continued to 
be well supported in the UK. A second Mini Festival was staged 
at Oulton Park, though with only 15 entries for the Appendix K 
race was a little disappointing when compared with a total of 30 
Appendix K cars, which were at Brands Hatch for the three races at 
that Mini Festival.

So, has the post Goodwood optimism of 2009 finally bourn fruit? 
Well, there is still no one make series for FIA Cooper S’s with a 
full grid every time, but there are a variety of races for which our 
favourite little race car is eligible, and Pre 66 Touring Car races, year 
on year, seem to be increasingly well supported. With the up to 
1300cc Appendix K classes dominated by the Cooper S, pity we don’t 
see any serious competition from Anglia’s and Hillman Imps, except in 
HSCC races. 

Not only is Pre 66 Appendix K racing now well supported but we are 
at the point where it looks as though post ‘66 Cooper S derivatives 
are about to become interesting race cars as well, with the Swiftune 
re-creation last season of the Richard Longman/Patrick Motors 
Group 2 1275GT. This was one of the star attractions of last years 
72nd Goodwood Members Meeting. Swiftune are also renovating 
the similar Jon Mowatt GT car as an additional runner for this year’s 
Members Meeting, and I know of at least one other similar car which 
might be under preparation.

It has to be acknowledged that the steady growth and consolidation 
that has occurred in the number of FIA Cooper S’s out there racing 
is, in no short measure, due to the efforts of Nick Swift who has put a 
huge amount of effort into developing the performance and reliability of 
the Pre 66 FIA racing Cooper S and encouraged people to go racing in 
them. You might say “Well he would wouldn’t he, as it can’t be doing his 
business any harm”. Which must be true but this is to miss the point for 
what benefits Swiftune, the pre-eminent engine builder, also provides 
the general public with the opportunity to see immaculately prepared 
and reliable FIA Cooper S’s, battling it out on tracks all over Europe for 
class wins and, if it rains, just may be overall victory as well. 

In 2014 the up to 1300cc class in the Masters Pre ’66 Touring Car series 
of races, and the Historic Motor Racing News, Under 2 Litre Touring Car 
(U2TC) races were fiercely contested as were the Cooper S only races 
at the two Mini Race Festivals. You only need watch the in-car videos, 

The immaculately prepared Austin Cooper S of Jonathan Lewis 
who had some excellent results in 2014 a ‘convert’ to an FIA 
Cooper S from racing Mighty Mini’s and lots of other things!

The Austin Cooper S of Tom Westley Junior a young newcomer 
to racing an FIA Cooper S in 2014, previously having raced go-
karts, Tom clocked up points with the HSCC finishing 19 equal in 
their Championship

Tim Harber with his self prepared car showing battle scars at 
Oulton Park Mini Festival, Appendix K racing is often closely 
contested. Tim raced the car in 2014 in both FIA Appendix K 
events and with a change to a Weber carburettor in HSCC class 
D where he finished third in class in their Championship
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Worcestershire regional contact, Mick 
Rowley, has given me details of a car 
new to his region, so welcome Richard 
Green with his Cooper FTO 700C. An 
Austin 998 variant built on the 14th 
October 1965 and finished in Almond 
green with an old English white roof. 
FTO looks to be quite a standard and 
un-modified car which is a bit of a rarity 
to find; it would appear to have had just 
3 owners from new and has been well 
loved. The Porcelain green and grey 
interior trim looks to be original, it takes 
years to get those crease marks into 
the vinyl seat covers, original trim is still 
highly sought after for people restoring 

Barbara Alexander

which appear regularly on Youtube to fully appreciate how competitive 
racing an Appendix K Cooper S now is. This is not surprising as we now 
have a large number of drivers joining in who have raced a Mini for many 
years in other Mini only race series such as Mini Miglia and Mighty Mini’s. 
They are loving their racing in FIA Cooper S’s alongside professional 
racing and rally drivers such as, Darren Turner and Stig Blomquist, who 
both took victories in 2014. The popularity of racing a FIA Cooper S 
can be judged by the total number of people taking part, I am not sure 
how many race prepared cars there currently are, but it could well be 
approaching 75 in the UK alone. I will hopefully be able to update you on 
this matter in the near future.

What then should we expect in terms of Appendix K Mini racing in 
2015 and beyond? I sense there will be further growth in the number 
of cars and drivers wishing to give it a go. I know of ‘new’ cars under 
preparation for the coming season and other cars, which have or 
are about to change hands. With all the effort and money going into 
preparation and racing there is however a down side. What we 
currently see in Pre 66 Touring Car Racing in the UK today has its 
roots in the ‘Top Hat’ races promoted by Julius Thurgood around 
the Millennium, where his ethos was to recreate the camaraderie 
and easy going atmosphere that existed in motor racing at club level 
in the 1950 and ‘60s. The races Julius promoted were, and are in 
the current day Historic Racing Drivers Club events, inexpensive to 
prepare for and to enter, and also good fun to be involved in. With 
historic motor racing becoming ever more popular in recent years, 
it is no surprise that the professionalism, commercial approach and 
desire to make money, which pervades the version of scalextric 
which Uncle Bernie promotes as Formula 1 should infiltrate racing of 
FIA pre 66 Touring cars. Whilst the races at the big historic meetings 
are great to be involved in, the expense, as the circuit owners jack 
up the cost of track time, and as the series promoters look for a 
return on their investment, becomes increasingly prohibitive for the 
ordinary clubman. The will to win and the amount of money some 
are prepared to put into achieving this, also dictates if the average 
enthusiast wants to have a go, it must be on the basis that the chance 
of winning is low to non-existent. I anticipate an increasing divide, 
which may start to eat away at the good grids we have enjoyed 
in the past couple of years. The drivers with limitless funds or a 
good sponsorship deal will continue much as before and let’s hope 
there continue to be enough entrants around to support the great 
racing we saw in 2014. For the others, us included, it will, I suspect, 
increasingly be a case of competing in the shorter less costly HSCC 
sprint races, or joining again with the HRDC and their ‘All Stars’ series 
of races which see a mixed bag of Pre 66 Sports, GT and Touring Cars 
racing just for the love of it.

There will be many opportunities in the coming year to see FIA 
Appendix K Cooper S’s racing or, indeed, if you feel that way inclined 
to have a go yourself. Watch out for my full list of dates and venues 
for 2015 in the near future.

Russell Earnshaw

cars and incredibly difficult to find in a usable condition. Richard says 
that the engine has just had an overhaul and there is talk about a 
re-spray later on, although the photos show that the car looks quite 
good as it stands, but as we all know that is not always the case.  The 
only current period modification I can see is the fitment of the ever 
popular Dunlop 4.5j reverse rim steel wheels, commonly fitted to 
Coopers to have that ‘S’ look. In past years these were quite common 
to find, but as with most ‘Mini’ items they are getting quite difficult to 
find in good condition. FTO looks to have some non-genuine bumpers 
fitted which could be the reason why no overiders or corner bars 
have been fitted. This type of bumper is a little wider in the curve 
than the original which gives problems with correct fitment and look 
of the overiders. Richard has only recently bought the car and would 
like to know if anyone remembers it or knows any history of its past. 
So, if you can help please get in touch with me and I can forward on 
any information.

Also this month, a brief look at the archives, recognise this Surf blue 
car registered AAT 990B? This is perhaps one of the more ‘iconic’ 
Coopers of the modern day; the photo shows it in an unfamiliar 
setting and it is even fitted with Minilite alloy wheels. This car is, of 
course, more familiar to most as one of the cars used in John Parnell’s 
book Original Mini Cooper & Cooper S, and at the time it was owned 
by Bill Akester. It was one of three Mk1 Coopers used in the book and 
Bill told me a while ago that he did sell the car but it does not seem 
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I like this time of year, the lack of shows 
and the sprinkling of salt on the roads 
gives you a chance to catch up on all 
those small jobs on your car which 
you’ve been putting off. There’s nothing 
like togging up against the elements, 
getting a brew and spending time in 
the garage with your beloved ‘S’. Or is 
there? Is it far better to drop your car 
off at your local Mini specialist and get 
them to fettle it rather than grubbing 
around yourself in a freezing cold garage? 
Whichever view you take, I hope you’re 
getting to grips with your car ready 
for the season ahead. EWA has been 
slightly neglected over the last couple 
of months due to the ‘unmentionable 

one’ returning from the body shop and getting my close attention. 
The ‘S’ is in a slightly disassembled state following the copper oil 
pressure feed pipe springing a leak at the union with the engine block 
and needing replacement. Luckily the original style copper pipe and 
union are available from local specialist Minimine. A slightly more 
worrying discovery was a low coolant level in the radiator; this will 
need investigating, together with misfire at low revs. There’s always 
something to do but that is the fun of running old Minis.

The archive photos from December’s column rekindled memories 
for at least one register member. Andy Walkingshaw e-mailed to say 
that the tartan red and black ‘S,’ registered VHN 909G, was owned 
by him back in the late 1980’s. He believes the picture was taken 
by him and sent in to the Register over 26 years ago in 1988 (even 
before my time!) just after he bought the car and before he started 
the restoration. Andy has kindly sent some further pictures of before 
and after restoration and has helped fill in some of the cars history.

Prior to Andy owning the car it had just two previous lady owners 
and had covered a mere 48,000 miles from new. This is borne out by 
how original the car was, just check out the detail under the bonnet, 
you rarely see that these days. However, this was a very brave project 
to take on given the extent of the rot. As you can see the finished car 
was a testament to Andy’s skills and perseverance, particularly as he 
would not have had the range of reproduction spares and specialists 
to call on that we have now. One upside he does mention though was 
being able to source a full set of new hydrolastic displacers from BL 
dealers all over the country who had the last few in stock – imagine 
what they’d be worth now! 

Nick Hunter

to have surfaced for some time. So, if you know of its whereabouts 
then please get in touch with me. Bill has since restored a monotone 
Smoke grey 997 Cooper which has won many concours prizes. 
Incidentally, he also owns a Downton specification 997 as well.

 The other two cars used in John’s book were a fabulous 997 Cooper 
registered as 9798 RK which was finished in Smoke grey and belonging 
at the time to Chris Lack. The other car was the Fiesta yellow 998 
Cooper belonging to Richard Mansfield. This car also featured in 
another book - The Sporting Mini as a restoration project as well as 
being used as the inspiration for a ‘Dinky’ toy model some years ago, 
even though the model was finished in old English white. I believe this 
car was sold to someone in Japan, but I’m sure I will be corrected 
if this is not the case. How many people remember the monotone 
green Mini twini that Richard also built seen at Beaulieu many years 
ago; a fantastic piece of engineering.

It would be great to have updates on these cars, especially if anyone 
has some recent photos of these cars to share with us as all three of 
the cars have been studied by many keen restorers and the like!

That’s all for this month, 
                                  
Barbara Alexander

Andy Walkingshaw’s ‘S’ VHN 909G pre restoration

Nice original under bonnet detail of VHN 909G pre restoration

Repair to the bodyshell included much new metal being addeds

example of extensive rot found during restoration
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With everyone in hibernation over the winter period, I have had 
to put on my roving reporter’s hat and scour the interweb for 
MKII Cooper breaking news.  Well not really! I have to thank 
Paul our Editor who put me onto a MKII in foreign climes - 
Belgium as a matter of fact. 

Paul had spotted VTN 526H for sale at the ‘Old Timer Farm’ 
Classic Car sales website.  As you can see from the photos, the 
car is prepared for competition.  I am not sure if it is for rallying 

Graham Robinson

Andy sold the car to a trader in 1995 and remembers seeing it 
featured in a classic car magazine shortly afterwards with its new 
owner, and it had gained a private number plate by then. As tends to 
happen, he left the Mini scene for over 20 years while he furthered 
his career and started a family but came back with a vengeance last 
year when he bought a 1962 997 Cooper project.  He has three 
young sons now and wanted them to have an opportunity to work 
with cars that don’t need to have a laptop plugged in to them. Of 
course one Mini is never enough, the 997 was followed by a 1966 
Mk1 rally project which has now taken priority and that was followed 
by a 1978 1275GT also waiting in the wings. Oh and an un-built GTM 
coupe kit too!  It looks like those restoration skills are going to be put 
to good use yet again.

Proof then that once you have the Mini bug you never shake it off, it 
will return at some point. Thanks to Andy for sharing his memories 
of VHN 909G, if you have a tartan red and black Mk2 ‘S’ on a 
private plate just have a check of its original registration number, 
you never know!

No additions to the register this time but an enquiry from a new 
member about a car he once owned. John Phillips is trying to trace 
the whereabouts of his old Mk11 ‘S’, registered SLW 58F, a Tartan 
red and black Austin. He owned this car during the 1970s and 
whilst in his ownership the car was reshelled into an Mk3 shell and 
the roof colour changed to white. The DVLA records show that 
the car was last taxed in 1987, so it may have been scrapped but 
hopefully is just resting in a garage somewhere. As an interesting 
aside, John has a history of building quick ‘A’ series engines for 
Sprite race cars. It’s a long story, but he’s involved with a very 
old friend (Jack Wheeler) who used to race an Ex-Works Sprite 
back in the mid/late 1960’s at the Nurburgring, Mugello and Targa 
Florio. Together they have  restored the Sebring car to how it 
raced at the Targa in 1967 and also recreated another Sprite to 
how the closed Sebring car evolved into an open-top prototype in 
1969.The engines used were all BMC ‘A’ series Cooper ‘S’ ones, 
(either 970cc or1275cc) modified to run as an in-line unit; i.e. 
Formula Junior/Formula 3 XSP engines (970cc ‘S’ engine bored to 
999cc for the 1000cc class  and 1275cc ‘S’ engine for the 1300cc 
class.). John says he is still very interested in Minis and in fact has 
the shell of a very early car (1959) which was a race-car project 
that was abandoned when the Sprite came along. Back to his old 
‘S’, if the registration rings any bells with you please let me know 
and I’ll pass the information onto John.

That’s all for now, until next time.

Nick Hunter

Patrice Wittinne’s Morris MKII Cooper

VHN 909G restoration nearly complete

Not your standard MKII engine bay
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or racing.  After a bit of research on the interweb I am still not 
sure which branch of motorspot it was used for. When I looked 
up Patrice and Adrien Wittinne, the names on the rear windows, 
they are mentioned in both race and rally events.  Taking a 
closer look at the many photos on the website, it looks like the 
car is prepared for circuit racing as there is an absence of Halda 
or Brantz.  Patrice and Adrien appear to be very renowned 
mechanical engineers in the world of Belgium motorsport.  
Unfortunately, the dealer has very limited information on the car 
at the moment albeit it was purchased from the UK already race 
prepared and that modifications to the engine have been carried 
out by Patrice.  The car is now in a MKIII shell and the engine 
is ‘S’ or at least a 1300.  The car still retains its Chassis and 
Commission numbers, fixed to the dash. The chassis number 
corresponds to the number recorded on my register.  Paul also 
did some research and the registration VTN 526H is still listed at 
the DVLA but with an Export marker on it.

If you sold the car to Patrice or know some of its history I would 
like to hear from you.  The information recorded on the register 
is sketchy to say the least.  All I know is that it was originally 
a Snowberry White with a Black roof car and the engine and 
chassis numbers.  So if you can help please get in touch.  I have 
tried to contact Patrice via Old Timer Farm but have not heard 
from him at the time of going to press.

I would like to thank Xavier Molenaar at Old Timer Farm Classic 
Car Sales for his contribution to this report.  If you are a lover 
of classic cars, I thoroughly recommend you visit his website at  
oldtimerfarm.be.  It’s well worth a look.

And finally, many thanks to Paul Sulma for giving me the lead.  Cheers.

Don’t forget, I am always pleased to hear of your MKII 
experiences.  After all, this column is for you and your cars.  So 
please drop me an email.

Happy Coopering.
 
Graham Robinson

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

Following on from my last report, 
Stephen Owens and Ian Mitchell, who 
were competing in the Rally of the Tests 
in WTU 382J, finished a creditable 4th 
in class C7 and would have been 44th 
overall if post historic cars were allowed 
to compete for overall awards.

It is nice to be able to report a new car 
registered from overseas as that happens 
pretty rarely. Thomas Winkler from 
Switzerland sent me some pictures and 
details of his car which he has owned 
since the mid 1980’s, a fairly early car 

having been built in the first week of July 
1970. I did initially think it could be Blue 

Royale in colour but Thomas tells me it was originally Bronze Yellow 
which he wasn’t too keen on. So when he carried out some work he 
changed the colour to Teal Blue. The interior remains Navy Blue.

Apart from the larger export indicators and a couple of Rover Cooper 
style bonnet stripes the car looks very standard and in excellent condition.

Talking of export spec. cars, Paul Layson got in touch to say that he was 
the buyer of PWL 428J. PWL was built in November 1970 and is one of 
the earliest Teal Blue cars on the Register. 

You may recall that this car appeared on ebay in May last year after 
being stored for nine years. As is often the case, PWL was in worse 
condition under the skin than it appeared to be in the photographs. 

Simon Wheatcroft

After stripping many layers of underseal off the boot and the interior 
floors, some evidence of previous work was found that had been done 
to a good standard. The front end was a bit worse with the A pillars, 
flitch panels and hinge pillars being rotten. These along with the front 
wings have now been replaced. The interior had suffered from some 
mouse damage but luckily the rare Microcell seats (front & rear) hadn’t 
been affected.PWL has already been painted, Paul is a sprayer by trade, 
and it is now being put back together.

Finally, a word on ashtrays, I’ve now seen two period photographs 
of two different Mk 3 S’s where the ashtray in the top dash rail is the 
standard Mini style rather than the lidded Cooper style. The cars 
in question were built in June 1970 and August 1970. One of the 
photographs was a British Leyland one and the other in Autocar. So I 
guess there must have been a few cars produced like that.

Front view of Thomas Winkler’s car showing the export indicators

Rear view showing the extra badge - Austin in this case

PWL 428J as bought and partially stripped
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on the road price was £12,995, a £2,000 premium to Rover’s 
equivalent price for the factory spec version.

John Holloway bought his brand new John Cooper LE S Works 
direct from JCG in July 2000.  A native Australian, John and 
his wife were visiting the UK at the time and arranged for 
the car to be shipped straight out to their home in Victoria, 
a venture that loaded the price by a whopping 68% after 
shipping, insurance, customs clearance, Australian Design Rules 
compliance and number plates had been accounted for. John 
informs me that his was the last of 10 additional John Cooper 
LEs ordered in by JCG to meet the increased demand for that 
particular model conversion. 

The reason for John contacting me was that the conversion plate 
in his car was stamped as 98 and he asks if this is indicative of an 
over-run on this model and, if so, how many other limited edition 
conversions were similarly affected.  When he bought the car, 
John was also concerned at the absence of the numbered brass 
plaque on the glove box lid and at the time sought assurance 
of its status from JCG, all of which they happily confirmed. It is 
also worth mentioning that the accompanying paperwork that 
came with the vehicle described it throughout as a ‘John Cooper 
Limited Edition S Works’. Where the confusion had arisen was 
firstly, that John’s car was outside the original allocation of 25 
(hence no brass plaque) and, secondly, that his was also part of a 
much bigger limited edition run of  250 `S Works ‘ conversions.

It is common knowledge that the term `Limited Edition’ is 
widely used for marketing all kinds of `collectables,’ from coins, 
to commemorative plates, pewter models, picture prints, and 
porcelain figurines to name but a few. In the motor vehicle trade 
it is normally a sign that an existing model is getting a bit long in 
the tooth and there is a need to boost sales until its successor 
is launched. I cannot think of any production car that has had 
more limited editions than the humble Mini; even the Rover 
Cooper itself started out as one. While most such cars are largely 
cosmetic in nature, all of the John Cooper conversions were 
primarily about enhanced performance and handling, their limited 
editions usually offering added value as well as exclusivity.

Getting back to the second part of John’s question, I am only 
aware of five specific limited edition John Cooper conversions: 
the first (and my personal favourite) was the 1994 Grand Prix 
celebrating the 35th anniversary of the Mini and the anniversary 
of Cooper Racing Cars winning the Formula One Grand Prix 
World Championship in 1959. All 35 cars were sold but rumour 
persists that 2 had no brass plaques, suggesting that the actual 
total may have been 37. In June 1996 came a limited run of just 
5 special edition Almond Green/White Diamond Cooper 35s. 
Because only 200 production cars were released in the UK, and 
were an instant sell-out, it is unlikely that the JCG edition would 
have exceeded the original figure. The 250 `S Works’ cars I will 

Rover Cooper Register

By comparison with general enquiries 
from members, I receive relatively 
few direct responses to matters I have 
written about in CooperWorld.  But 
my December and January reports 
each drew specific responses. 

Back in December I made brief 
reference to the John Cooper LE S 
Works cars.  Just to recap, the original 
UK-only run of just 300 John Cooper 
LE’s was launched at Silverstone on 
21st August 1999. Featuring, among 
other things, Brooklands Green 
paintwork with an Old English White 
roof, sports pack wheel arches plus 

13” x 6” sports style alloy wheels, Grenadine Red leather interior, 
alloy dashboard with added oil temperature and voltmeter gauges 
and a Goodmans sound system. It came as no surprise when, in 
October that same year, John Cooper Garages (JCG) announced 
their own limited edition `S Works’ version of just 25 cars. The 

John Parnell

John Holloway’s John Cooper LE S Works in Australia

Normal Mini style ashtray in early Mk 3 S as tested by Autocar

Rare Microcell seats - the rear seat matches

That’s all for this month. 

Simon Wheatcroft
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Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

Trevor and Janet Ripley are long time 
owners and restorers of classic Minis 
in all formats. Trevor along with Bill 
Bell is the founder member of the 1959 
Mini Register, with over 150 of the 
earliest models in their records. Many 
of Trevor’s Minis and Coopers have 
featured in numerous magazines over 
the years, but one that has interested 
me for a long time is TGP 222F, a Mk1, 
Austin Cooper 1275 S, built in 1966 but 
not registered until February 1968.

The story begins when Trevor 
answered an advert eight years ago 
in the magazine Classic Car Mart, for 

a non- runner Mk1 Cooper S which had been off the road for 
seven years and stored in a lock-up in Stansted, Essex. The car 
was trailered home and after freeing the clutch and fitting a new 
fuel pump, it started straight away. All fluids were replaced, the 
usual servicing and adjustments made and it’s performed well 
ever since. The first and second owners owned the car for twenty 
years each with by then just 75,000 miles on the clock.
In 1966 Wood & Pickett had only just started adapting Minis 
after Hooper, followed quickly by Radford, ventured into luxury 
makeovers. From my knowledge, TGP is one of the first Minis 

Steve Burkinshaw

discuss in more detail shortly, and as I have already said, the John 
Cooper LE S Works overran by 10 cars (i.e. 35 in total). Last of all 
were the `Final Fifty’ which, again were `S Works’ cars, but with 
a numbered and framed certificate signed by John Cooper. As 
these were the very last of the line (and took several months to 
sell) there was no question of an overrun in numbers.

The 90bhp `S Works’ conversion was launched in January 1999, 
as a performance upgrade of the existing Sport 5 and Touring 
models. Both types carried `S Works’ rear quarter decals. Writing 
his test report on these two cars in the February 1999 issue of 
MiniWorld, Bill Sollis makes reference to the 250 examples that 
JCG were planning to build. The first car of the series was the 
Anthracite/ White Diamond `S5 WKS’, registered in August 1998.  
In October that same year Bill test drove example 9/25 of the 
John Cooper LE S Works, noting it as `S Work’s car 34. Some 
nine months later we know that John Holloway’s car was number 
98, and I have car 209 on the register, possibly one of the Final 
Fifty, recorded with the DVLA on 15th August 2001. You would 
think that this simple exercise would nail the `S Work’s number 
chronology for good... but you would be wrong. Trawling through 
the narrative of my register records I also came across cars 166 
and 232. Both are dated 1999 and I cannot presently verify if 
these were converted from new or when they were already a 
year or more old. And that is not all...

A further problem is that an awful lot of the `S Works’ cars that 
members have kindly recorded with the register do not disclose 
the conversion number, and only two, one of which is John 
Holloway’s, confirm the date of conversion. If I could plot the 
dates and conversion numbers of, say, fifty `S Works’ cars, we 
would all have a much clearer picture of the manner in which they 
were issued. Having ignited the blue touch paper on this topic, 
I don’t doubt my email inbox will be burning within days of this 
magazine hitting the doormat.

Trouble Ahead?

Following my January 2015 report, Peter Laidler contacted me 
and has also submitted a letter to the editor.  Reading about the 
seemingly random way conversion plates were allocated to the 
different John Cooper conversions, and not least the fact that no 
tangible records have survived since the closure of the business, 
Peter highlights that this, together with the ingenuity of the 
market to create exact reproductions of period conversion plates, 
badges and stickers, etc. could, in the not too distant future, lead 
to vehicle authentication problems. 

With `S Works’ and other JCG-converted Rover Coopers 
becoming more sought after, he certainly has a valid point. 
However, unlike the problems of checking the provenance of 

a vehicle built 50 years ago, where the history audit trail may 
have long gone cold, many of the John Cooper conversions were 
initiated by enthusiasts for whom the car represented a tangible 
reminder of their youth. Today’s buyers and sellers also have 
a far greater awareness of the importance of service history in 
whatever form. That said, Peter is a retired police officer with 
more than a little experience of the seedier side of the motor 
trade. I will leave his letter, published on our letters page; sound a 
caution to us all.

And finally...

Almost twenty-five years on since its original launch, and 
fourteen years since the last car was manufactured, the chances 
are, many surviving Rover Coopers may have undergone a 
makeover or, more likely, a complete rebuild. If you have a 
restoration story you would like to share, please drop me a 
letter or email with the details and preferably some pictures to 
illustrate what you had to do.

Until next month...

Roll on spring and those lighter evenings.

John Parnell

S5 WKS - The very first `S Works’ car

Tell us your Rover Cooper restoration story
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W&P worked on, possibly alongside Brian Epstein’s and Mick 
Jagger’s cars, which were registered in January 1967 and only 
two numbers apart in their registration numbers. I’ve not seen 
any close-up photos of Jagger’s car, but Trevor’s car shares some 
similarities to the Epstein Austin OGO 666E. For example, the 
dashboards which are black vinyl covered designs, not unlike a 
Riley Elf. It was a year before W&P installed a full-width custom 
dash where the central speedo binnacle was removed and a six 
instrument panel was located in front of the driver. One major 
modification on TGP was the removal of the four body seams 
smoothing the way for the repaint in metallic Regal Red. The 
replacement Microcell front seats and the entire interior has also 
been changed to period black vinyl. Although electric windows 
were a ‘must have’ option provided by the coachbuilders of the 
day, Trevor’s car has manual wind-up windows as well as the 
opening front quarter light frames. In my opinion W&P greatly 
improved the outside door handles by changing them to the 
push-button design; in this case the handles come from a Rover 
P4 and were also used on Reliant Robins including on Del Boy’s 
Reliant Regal van! The door latches have been replaced with the 
anti-burst type, probably from a Van den Plas Austin 1100/1300. 
As mentioned in my last report on wheel arches, this car, like the 
Epstein car, has slim-width steel items, in this case welded to the 
body and flared in just enough to cover the Minilites.

To sum up, I think Trevor and Janet’s W&P coach built Mini 
Cooper to be one of the nicest and although I’m a big fan of fully-
loaded examples the subtle transformation shines through (and 
less to go wrong).

For some time now I’ve been renewing a pair of Radford Mk1 
doors. Both the doors were NOS, although long term storage had 



38 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

Innocenti Register

I’d like to start this month’s report off 
by mentioning a book I received as a 
Christmas present from my wife and 
son (but bought myself…how does 
that work?!). The book arrived in Italian 
bookshops towards the end of last year 
and as far as I know, is currently only 
available from Italy.

It’s a large format book covering the 
history of Innocenti from the beginnings 
- producing tubing and scaffolding, 
engineering, Lambretta scooters and 
then car production, with each of the 
various models receiving equal coverage. 
There are quite a few interesting 

prototype models covered including the small GT model created 
in a joint venture with Ferrari. There is even a section covering the 
visit made by the Duke of Edinburgh to the Innocenti factory during 
an ‘Industry in Milan’ week in 1965. There are a couple of nice 
photo’s showing the Duke being driven inside and around the factory 
complete with an escort of Lambretta scooters. 

The car used was a modified version of Innocenti’s own model of the 
Morris 1100 known as the IM3 and even had a special plexi-glass type 
front and rear section roof for all round vision and unique seating inside.
This very special car still survives today and is kept in the Lambretta 
museum in Milan. It currently has less than 200 km on the clock from 
new and was given to the owner of the museum by the Innocenti 
family. I am in contact with the guy, who services this car, and so 
I will speak to him and the owner about doing a feature on it as it 
is a rather unique car. Okay, it’s not an Innocenti Mini, but a very 
interesting car in its own right. 

The book cost 27 Euro plus 16 Euro postage and packaging but it is 
a large heavy book. Of course, it’s naturally written in Italian so any 
Innocenti Mini owner should be perfectly fluent in this language by now!
It can be ordered through www.gilena.it  and the contact is Pier Luigi 
Foglieni who is very helpful and speaks great English.

I know I mention our great friend and MCR member Greg Cambe 
from France a lot, but Greg spends a great deal of time and effort 
trying to reproduce those impossible to get items unique to 
Innocenti Mini’s.

Greg’s latest project is the reproduction of the tool bag found inside 
the boot that hold the 2x spanners, wheel brace, screwdriver and 
sparkplug socket.

The tools do come up for sale on eBay and it’s usually a case of 
collecting them one or two pieces at a time until you have a complete 
set. The vinyl tool bag is almost impossible to find, and when it does 
make a rare appearance, it’s nearly always ripped or brittle with age. 

Foster Charlton

not helped and a lot of time has been spent preparing them for 
paint. Most of the horizontal channel on each door was removed 
with a mini-grinder as well as some vertical sections to allow the 
new glass to slide up and down. Once all the channels were clear 
I adapted Mk3 type glass rubbers to accept the replacement 4mm 
toughened glass which I had made from the templates. The glass 
edges required polishing before they were sent for toughening. 
For convenience I use a perspex panel in place of the new glass to 
check attachments to the Mini Spares electric window kit, apart 
from being very light and compact, the kits have built-in thermal 
cut-out switches, the original chain method used clumsy micro 
switches, but that was all that was available fifty years ago. The 
downside is the old-style rocker or push button switches have to 
be swopped for the modern type.

As with all adaption’s and the fact the motors were not intended 
for Mk1/2 doors, I discovered the kits fitted easier by using the 
left hand motor in the right door pocket and vice versa, various 
brackets and spacers were made from templates which will help 
with future restoration. 

Steve Burkinshaw Le Auto Della Innocenti” book
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Mini Super Register

Three Supers to report on this month. 
One long since gone, one fate unknown 
and one very lucky car!

The first car is an Austin, bought by 
Nick Rogers, purveyor of Mini parts 
good and rare. It was his first ever 
Super, and a car which aroused his 
interest in the model.It was in 1987 
when he came across the Super which 
originally it was painted Surf blue, and 
an April 1962 Cowley-built car. When 
Nick bought it however, the car had 
been painted dark blue and totally 
dismantled for restoration. Although 

acquired by Nick with the greatest of intentions, sadly it was never 
restored by him. Back then, in 1987, there was not the interest or 
value in Supers, so the poor little car was sold-off part by part; at least 
it served as a useful source of spares for other owners.  

Nick still has the Heritage certificate together with other original 
BMC literature. This includes AKD1184A, a ‘Schedule of Repair 
Charges’ leaflet. Interestingly, the removal and replacement of a 
rear subframe is costed at £2 9s 7d (just under £2. 50p) and removal 
and refitting of an engine and transmission as £3 8s 8d. The car was 
supplied by Lankester’s of Surbiton, and registered 732 YPA, later 
to become AEG 753A. (Editor’s note : Lankester’s of Surbiton was 
actually John Cooper’s garage!) 

The second car,which member Guy Smith stumbled across was 
advertised for sale in the USA, and it is a tartan red car with a union 
flag-painted roof! Although non-original in many areas, it has an 
unrestored superb rust-free body with faded paintwork. It has the 
look of a low mileage well cared for car which may have recently 
changed hands to a less caring owner with little knowledge or 
sympathy for the rare Mini that it is. Indeed, it was advertised as a 
‘standard Mini’. Guy followed up the advert but with no response - 
not surprising perhaps, as it was over a year out of date!

The third car and the main subject of this month’s report is another 
Cowley-built Austin registered 666 EOT. I first noticed the Mini 
for sale on e-bay, in 2008, described as an ‘Austin Seven’. It had 
last been taxed in 1983 and since, had been robbed of most of its 
valuable Super features and required restoration. It had been worked 
on previously but to a very poor standard. Also it had been partly 
‘Coopered’ by the fitting of a remote gear-change and 1100cc engine 
with twin carbs and an Austin Cooper grille.

It became available again through e-bay, in July 2013, still described 
simply as an ‘Austin Seven’. Not much work had been done to the car 
and it was still missing its Super features.

The car was spotted by Rob McShane, who lived nearby and at the 
time was looking for a Mk1 Mini. The advertised car was not far from 
where he lived so decided to take a look at it. Rob had never heard of 

Garry Dickens

Greg has worked hard with the supplier to ensure that this repro tool 
bag is as near as possible to the original, even down to the same lines 
left on the tool bag due to the high frequency vinyl welding technique 
used to bond the bag together. It really is a fantastic item and well 
worth the money considering you’d pay more for a tatty example of 
an original.
The cost is 45 Euros plus postage. Contact Greg on: gregory.cambe@
gmail.com 

That’s all for this month. 

Foster Charlton

Reproduction Innocenti tool bag from Greg Cambe 

Original tool bag with tools

Rob’s Super as purchased
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New MINI Cooper Register

As I write this column, the first major 
motor show of the year, in Detroit is 
soon to open its doors. One of the 
highlights, after a year of suspense, 
is this - the new John Cooper Works 
(JCW) MINI hatch. Looking almost 
identical to the concept shown at the 
same event last year, but only now 
do we get to finally hear about the 
fireworks under the bonnet of the 
fastest official F56 MINI.

Powered by what MINI claim is the 
most powerful engine they’ve ever 
fitted, the JCW packs a 231bhp punch; 
with an equally impressive 320Nm of 
torque. But it’s not just the engine that 

is special in the JCW hatch. There is also motorsport-bred suspension, 
Brembo brakes and 17-inch exclusive lightweight Race Spoke wheels, 
plus aerodynamic modifications and exclusive bucket seats, all in place 
to deliver what MINI describe as ‘race-car sensations’.

Compared to the previous R56 JCW, the new car has 10 per cent 
more power and 23 per cent more torque, equalling a 0-62mph 
acceleration time of 6.3 seconds with the six-speed manual, or an 
even more impressive 6.1 seconds if you choose the optional six-

Martyn Collins

Supers so therefore assumed it to be a standard car which had been 
modified to look like a Cooper.
He bought the car, then showed photos of it to Paul of Old Skool 
Minis, who suspected it might be a Super; Paul is completing a superb 
restoration of a Super for a customer and owns one himself. Not 
having heard of the model, Rob carried out some research which 
brought him to me. I was able to confirm that it was a Super and 
already had it recorded on my register! 

Rob’s Super under restoration

Rob’s Super with original front-panel

Rob’s Super now with correct grille

Rob’s Rob’s Super nearly finished

Rob set himself the massive task of not only restoring the car but 
returning it to its Super specification. The work was delegated to a 
more experienced restorer and friend, Eric Padmore. When the car 
was stripped, very poor work which had previously been carried out 
was revealed. Copious amounts of fibreglass and filler had been used 
with wing-fit and door-gaps being very poor. So it was a total start 
from scratch. Fortunately, some areas of the car remained in good 
condition, one in particular was the original full-skirt front panel which 
needed little repair and still had its NMP plate (not all Supers had this 
plate though).While the body was being restored, Rob collected the 
various Super trim items. Most have now been sourced with original 
seats being the only major items still need. Meanwhile, the car has 
been fitted with Mk2 seats to make it drivable. At the time of writing, 
the car was being prepared for an MOT aiming for its first outing to 
be to the Brooklands Mini meeting.

Rob’s car still has the 1100cc engine fitted but it is Rob’s aim to source 
an original 850 to install, sometime in the future. It is a very lucky car 
and a credit to Rob for his dedication in having the car restored to 
a high standard together with returning it to original specification. It 
could very easily have ended up being another lost Super.

Which neatly leads me to my usual plea: if you own, have owned or 
know of a Super, even if it no longer exists, please let me know so I 
may record its details or fate.  

Garry Dickens

Rob’ Super coming along well
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‘80s magazines, so it’s nice to see that the company is still around and 
offering innovative products such as the Rearguard. I went for a black to 
match the exterior colour of my car, but there are also silver, brushed 
alloy and even carbon look finishes. Anyway, it was easy to fit, looks like 
an OEM part and on top of hiding the scratches, it should perform well. 
Rearguards are also available for hatchback and Paceman models too.   

Until next month keep adventuring.

Martyn Collins

speed Steptronic sports transmission. Top speed is a giant-killing 
152mph.Despite the increase in power and torque, in true MINI 
style, there’s no penalty to pay at the pumps. Combined consumption 
is just 42.2mpg, with CO2 emissions of 155g/km.  Fuel economy 
jumps to 49.5mpg with the optional Steptronic sports transmission, 
while CO2 emissions drop to 133g/km.

Bespoke JCW options include a model-specific MINI head-up display 
(with rev lights and gear indicator), Chilli Red roof and door-mirror 
covers, bonnet stripes and exterior and interior John Cooper Works 
Pro design accessories. These are in addition to the vast selection of 
high-end options that are already available for the entire MINI range. 
The MINI JCW hatch will be priced at £22,865 and goes on sale 
in late April. I hope to bring you more details on this exciting new 
addition in coming issues.

I don’t often talk about my own MINIs, but Christmas, or rather early 
January by the time it arrived from the U.S, brought a new genuine 
MINI GP car cover. Still, to be fair, I didn’t order the cover from the 
BMW and Porsche dealer via Amazon until mid-December. Anyway, 
it looks great, fits well – even over the rear spoiler and as a nice 
finishing touch has the John Cooper Works and GP logos on it. So was 
well worth the wait. 

My other MINI – the Countryman Cooper, has recently benefitted from 
a full paint correction at car polish masters Meguires. Sadly, despite all the 
polishing work, some deep scratches remained from an old pushchair 
incident. MINI don’t appear to offer any rear bumper protection for 
the Countryman, but I came across an advert in Modern MINI for 
Richard Grant Moulding’s (RGM) Rearguards and ordered one to hide 
this damage and protect for the future. Richard Grant is a bit of legend 
in car modifier circles. I can still remember adverts for his body kits in 

The RGA Rearguard on the back of the Countryman

The GP’s and my Xmas pressie, a proper cover! Rear features simple MINI and JCW badging

The new JCW hatches one-piece sports seats look supportive

The JCW’s bodykit is far more aggresive than before
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

1st Monday (if Bank 
Holiday then 2nd Monday)

Harvester Stanney Oaks, Stanney Lane, Little Stanney, 
nr Ellesmere Port. CH2 4HT

David Davies 01244 332282

Derbyshire &           
Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Thursday of 
the month

The Tavern, Nottingham Road, Tansley, Matlock, 
Derbyshire, DE4 5FR

Andrew Shadforth 07812 350409
andrewshadforth@hotmail.co.uk      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
m.willson625@btinternet.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com
Frank Willis 07743 577344
frankmwillis@gmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

The Park Gate Inn, Ashford Road, Hollingbourne, Maidstone 
ME17 1PG

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke
01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr
01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, 
near Chester-le-Street, just off Junction 63 on the A1M. 
DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049
0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

Scotland Sunday 9th November  
At noon

The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel.             
Edinburgh eh28 8lx

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region First Thursday  At 7.30 Greyhound Inn, Pettistree, Nr Wickham Market IP13 0HP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

  Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Phone for details Simon Wheatcroft 01827 830726 
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 
01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Wiltshire & Dorset January 14th at 8pm The New Queen Pub  Ringwood Road, Avon, Christchurch, 
Dorset BH23 7BG

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

James Harrison 07831 217 335
yorkshire1973@hotmail.com

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

NEW
CONTACT

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Bodyshop, Spray  Centre
& Restoration

Mini Sport can put your Mini back to showroom 
condition. The Bodyshop & Spray Centre offers 

complete restoration, renovation, accident repairs, 
body panel replacement, complete back to bare 

metal re-sprays, plus much, much more!

Hi-Tech Engineering
Engineering excellence built on tradition. For 

over 45 years Mini Sport have been engineering 
winners by using advanced techniques, precision 
machining and constant development. Either for 
on the road, rally stage or race track, Mini Sports 

craftsmen can give you the performance and 
reliability you want.

Specialist Mini Parts
8.4 Vented Brake Kit £522
8.4 Vented Disc Drive Assembly £850
7.5 Cooper S Brake Kit £499
7.5 Cooper S Disc Drive Assembly £803
8.4 Standard Calipers £375
8.4 Standard Disc Drive Assembly £803
Quickshift Gearlever & Knob £57
Gearlever Gaitor £17

8Gb USB Memory Stick £18
Monte Carlo Rally Plate Mug £6.50
Mug “33 EJB” £6.50
Sticker Pack (2 x 70mm & 2 x 110mm) £2.75
Monte Carlo Plate Key Chain £4

Monte Carlo Plate Lapel Badge £2
Monte Carlo Plate Cuff Link set £9
T-Shirt Roundel - Black - S-XL                £14.95
T-Shirt 37 - Red - S-XL £14.95
T-Shirt Rallye - Black or Grey - S-XL     £14.95

1     Quilted Jacket £60.00
2     1964 Winner Hoodie £28.00
3     1964 Winner T-Shirt £13.00

Ballpoint Pen £60.00
Parker Vector Pen £28.00
Col du Turini Coaster £13.00
Coasters - Set of 4 £13.00

Monte Carlo Rallye Mug £13.00
Col du Turini Mug £13.00
Mugs - Set of 4 £60.00
Bottle Opener Keyring £28.00
Monte Carlo Umbrella £13.00

4     Monte Carlo Hoodie £28.00
5     Monte Carlo T-Shirt £13.00
6     Roll of Honur T-Shirt £13.00

All profits from the sale of this book are donated to
the Skidz Motor Foundation:

Steel Fuel Jerry Can £23
Deep Pile Luxury Floor Mats (4) £23
Front Grille Badge £13
Rally Plate Decals pair, 300mm £4
Silver Anodised Gearknob £27
Oil Dip Stick £23
Polished Alloy Rocker Cover £37
Polished Rocker Cover Cap £7
Red Rocker Cover T Bars £24

Official Merchandise

M.A.D Engineering
Motorsport Advanced Development, Mini Sports 
very own engineering department, not only make 
the most precise products for Minis but also for 
several car manufacturers and even F1 teams. 
They constantly test and develop their products
too, using the Mini Sport rally team, always
striving to make your driving experience better.

Showroom & Warehouses
Our 3000sq ft showroom, complemented by 
many stock rooms and our 20,000sq ft warehouse 
is packed full of thousands of products that will 
enhance the performance and appearance of 
your Mini. All of this makes us the worlds largest 
Mini parts stockist!

Thousand of Products
to Order Online

Our website is a mecca for all Mini owners and fans 
with thousands of high quality Parts, Accessories & 
Merchandise available at a click of a button. We not 
only have the widest choice, best prices & highest 
quality parts but also deliver to 100+ Countries 
every day & offer FREE friendly & helpuf advice.

Fitting, Servicing & 
Rolling Road

We have fully equipped  workshops with highly 
skilled technicians that are passionate about 
keeping the Mini on the roads of Britain. The 
Rolling Road is used for diagnosing problems and 
tuning, to uphold the Minis competitive heritage.

The Mini Specialists

up to
The longest established

Mini Specialists in the World,
46 Years and counting!

Mini Sport, Padiham, Burnley, Lancs, BB12 7AP       Fax: +44 (0)1282 772043

Phone: +44 (0)1282 778731  -  E-mail: sales@minisport.com

P  Quality Products at Value Prices
P  Service Guaranteed
P  Worldwide Mail Order Specialist
P  Delivery to 100+ Countries Every Day

50th anniversary collection
1964 monte carlo victory

Discount
for Club Members20%

This exclusive deal is only available for members of Mini Clubs.
To receive these discounts please contact our sales department 
to place your order along with your club membership details.

(This offer can not be used in conjunction with any other promotional discounts.
Discount levels will vary depending on product type and manufacture.)

Paddy Hopkirk Signed Book £30

www.minisport.com

1 2 3 4 5 6

NEW
RANGE!

Mini Sport disclaims any liability for errors and omissions and also reserves the right to modify all or any of the product description and/or price.
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REGIONAL REPORTS

Kent Region

Hi from Kent! 

Region Xmas Meal - A great turnout once more and a delightful evening (see picture below).

It’s been pretty quiet as you would expect for this time of year 
apart from a few bits of over winter maintenance on the old Elf n 
safety! We have been booking rooms and the attraction visit for 
our France run in July so lots of preparation is on the go. 

Voyage Région de Kent à la France 4-5th July – The event 
is oversubscribed with 27 cars but is promising to be a great 
weekend. A big thanks to all for getting deposits to us in good 
time with very little chasing, refreshing that the extra effort put 
into make this an overnight run was worthwhile as the email box 
has been on fire!

Ham Sandwich Run 30th August - 2015 see’s the event move 
to a different part of Kent. Once more please contact us to pre-
register ASAP. We had a full complement in 2014 and this year 
the event will tie in nicely with our French trip with a stop off at a 
local wine producer to see how we do it this side of the water.  

Monthly Meetings & Dates 2015
We meet at The Park Gate Inn, Ashford Road, 
Hollingbourne, Maidstone ME17 1PG. 2nd Wednesday of 
each month at 7.30pm. 11th February. No March meeting 
due to Heritage Factory visit and then back again on the 
8th April.  

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at
http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   

Mid Staffs Region

Some dates for your to diary! The next few meeting and some future events of the Mid Staffs Region are:

Monday February 2nd. As I write these notes on New Year’s Eve, this is still ‘to be confirmed’, but hopefully a talk about gemmology by Avril 
Plant, of Plants the Jewellers in Stone. Avril’s talk will last about 1 hour plus questions, and will cover how gemstones are formed, the myths and 
legends of gemstones and where the best come from. This is an attempt to put on something different to talks about cars and hopefully it will 
appeal to all. The talk will start at 8.00pm. Check on the Forum under ‘Regions’ the ‘Mid Staffs Region’ for confirmation of this event.

Monday March 2nd. Just an idea at the moment, but let me know if you have a Scalextric track or cars, is to have a race evening. I’m thinking 
about the rules at the moment to cater for all. If there is a problem with holding the talk in February, the March and February items may have to be 
swapped around. As above, please check on the Forum.

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Monday April 4th. Another talk which will probably be the last one before we wake up our cars from their winter hibernation, this time it’s 
about learning to drive. Chris Winwood is a long standing friend of mine who has been a driving instructor for around 20 years, and he has 
suggested a talk covering the history of the driving test, the current test and future changes being discussed at present. Chris will also reveal 
some of his alarming, and funny experiences of teaching people to drive, both for the basic test and for the Institute of Advanced Motorists 
test. He has also been an instructor at the Porsche Experience at Silverstone, and an instructor for the Silverstone Skid School, so he knows a 
thing or two about driving tuition. As usual, the talk will start at 8.00pm.

Sunday April 26th. The FBHVC ‘Drive it Day’, and this year I’m thinking in terms of something secret! The route will be approximately 60 miles 
long, with the ‘official’ start and finish at the George and Dragon. There will be a secret stop at somewhere interesting at about half way. The run 
will be free to enter, but there might be an admission charge or a car park charge at the secret location. Instructions will be in a written format using 
signposts, pubs and easily identified places. So there is no need to be able to measure distances accurately. Although the official start and finish will 
be at the George and Dragon, you will be able to join in (and leave) anywhere along the route. The route instructions will be emailed to everyone 
on the Regions circulation list a few days before the date.

Once again the Region will be holding an Autumn Tour, and this year it is being planned for Saturday 10th October. Following the success of the 
2014 edition of the Autumn Tour, the plan is to, once again, have an ‘all inclusive’ entry fee for a route of around 130 miles.

If you want any further information about the Mid Staffs Region or its events, then please contact me. Details are below. Remember, the Mid Staffs 
Region welcomes all Minis and MINIs – and the folks inside them! Regular meetings are on the first Monday of each month at the George and 
Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone ST15 0PX.

Pete Cresswell
01785 760211
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com   
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REGIONAL REPORTS

CLUB SHOP
.

New to the MCR regalia collection is an indoor 
car cover.  Made from a decent grade of nylon and 
although is fully waterproof, it is intended for indoor 
use as a dust cover.  The covers come complete with 
the MCR logo screen printed on the front, in black as 
the cover is red, mirror pockets (in the right place) for 
later Minis. A storage bag is also included for storage 
of the cover when not in use. The cover is tailored to 
fit a Mini with spotlights on the front too. The cover 
has an elasticated hem and also has handy straps with 
plastic buckles to go under the car.  

The price of the cover including postage and 
packaging within the UK is £33.25.  Overseas 
orders are welcome, but please phone or email for 
postage costs.   

please call

Sally or Tony Salter on  
02380 560073 to order.
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Parts for sale

1xPair of Cibie concave headlamps in VGC £100
One Hydroelastic displacer cleaned, repainted and with new rubber 
dust cap. Ready to be fitted £80.
Roy Russell Tel 01702 230238 Mobile 07899 914045 Essex.

Trade

The Mini Surgery
Keeping the Classic Mini Alive
Waterproof self adhesive door membrane kits for MK111, (1969 on) 
Minis. In the 1990’s rover started fitting clear membranes in place of the 
duck tape etc which went before. These became unavailable and we 
have had them manufactured to replace the originals. They are “handed” 
and once the door cards and old membranes removed, take minutes to 
fit. They have cut outs for door handle etc. and are very strong - £25.95 
per kit inclusive of p&p for MCR members. The kit arrives in a large tube 
and via recorded delivery. Cheques payable to R. Patterson.
The Mini Surgery, 12 Swanage Road, 
Lee-on-the-Solent, Hants PO13 9JW 
Tel: 07790 532997
email: theminisurgery@btopenworld.com

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.
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MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine
for Mini owners worldwide.

WWW.MINIMAG.CO.UK

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 
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ORIGINAL AND GREATEST MAGAZINE FOR THE MINI

www.miniworld.co.uk 
Subscription hotline: Tel: 01959 541444 

MiniWorld is proud to support
the Mini Cooper Register.
Find stunning feature cars
and informative historical

articles in every issue.



Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm.*Terms and conditions apply, call for details. †Based on an average customer, saving 28% when compared to buying three separate 
Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MG Midget.^Voucher Offer must be quoted at time of 
purchase, terms and conditions apply. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

UP TO 25% 
CLUB MEMBER
DISCOUNT*

IT PAYS TO
BE IN A 
CLUB, MAN

Insurance Worth Shouting About

Vsit us online at cherished.carolenash.com
Classic  |  Specialist  |  Camper Van  |  Military  |  Performance

0800 083 6302

YOU COULD

SAVE
28%
IF YOU INSURE MORE THAN 
ONE CLASSIC VEHICLE WITH 
A MULTI-CLASSIC POLICY† 

Of

� cial Sponsor of:

•  FREE and Simple Agreed Value*
• Talk to an expert in our UK CALL CENTRE
•  Pick a SPECIALIST REPAIRER of your choice
•   Up to £100,000 LEGAL PROTECTION if you’re in an accident 

that’s not your fault
•  UK & EU breakdown WORTH OVER  £100 - includes Homestart
• EUROPEAN COVER up to 90 days*
•  Salvage Retention Rights*
ALSO AVAILABLE
•  Laid up cover • Spare Parts Cover • Wedding cover • Track Day Cover  


