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Plastic Interior Mirrors

Door Mirrors - pre ‘80s

Door Mirrors - ‘80s on

Mk1/2 Washer Jets

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Silicone rocker cover gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.60
5 port alloy head - Road C-AHT347 . . Coming Soon
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1947.89
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2340.00
1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1090.28
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £189.60
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . exchange £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps . . from £15.83 to CNC race type £101.26
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 Mini Spares genuine 
profile engine mount £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine 
mounting . . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Comprehensive range of 
road/rally/race gearbox parts 
including 5 speed gearbox and 
Evolution diffs. Only RHP and 
top quality bearings stocked. 
No cheap imports that fall apart!
Original market leading Evo crosspin diff 
Over 3,000 sold since 1994 .C-AJJ3385  . .£163.39
Competition baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . . . . . .£23.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

Clutches & Flywheels

AP clutch road and race
plus flywheel
Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £21.78
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £43.81
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS . £91.76
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . . £98.27
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . . £25.37
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . . £20.40
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.50
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £12.30
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355 . . . . . . . . . £18.28
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

WHITE

£30.30

Each

£4.20

As fitted from 1964 on
Grey 24A1750 £29.40
White24A2110 £30.30

Original pre ‘80s door mirrors. 
Flat glass, stainless steel head
Right hand - GAM215A £17.16 each 
Left hand - GAM216A £17.16 each
Also fits later cars using 
M90999 fitting kit £3.00

Original white backed type as 
fitted to post 1994 Minis. 
Pair £36.00 Order as GS25320
Black also available. Order as GS25319. Pair £30.62
All mirrors available separately

£17.16

GREY

£29.40

PAIR

£36.00

KYB/Kayaba Dampers
Std premium damper  . . . .each £14.78
Super gas damper 25%+ 
upgrade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each £24.01
KYB/Kayaba self-adj. gas shock £29.40
available only from us at a special price
for a set of 4 (Part MSSK3015)£108.00

Mini Spares Dampers
Mini Spares 28 point adjustables 
- front or rear

GAZ Dampers
Bump & rebound adjustable - front or rear

EACH

£46.20
EACH

£40.80

G-MAX Gas Dampers
Front or rear  . . . . . . . . . . .each £21.80
Bilstein B4 Dampers
Front 19-221694   . . . . . . . . . . .£21.59
Rear 19-221700  . . . . . . . . . . .£21.59

Evolution  Dampers
Top of the range 8 point adjustable 
743039  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each £53.59

Bilstein B36 Dampers
Performance non adjustable  
Front B36-037  . . . . . . . . . . . . .£69.30
Rear B36-0380  . . . . . . . . . . . .£69.30

Easier to set-up

EACH

£53.59

EACH

£69.30

EACH

£21.59

EACH

£14.78

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Forget all the poly and uprated bushes when different lower
arms or tie bars are fitted. What you need is an offset rubber bush
to compensate with the extra distortion caused when correcting
the geometry on Minis.
Car set of lower arm bushes. . . . £12.26   Part No C-STR632

Why buy from Mini Spares Centre?As the original and only true ‘Mini Spares” our sole business is to supply parts for the classic Mini and as the largest supplier of Mini spare parts in the world we make it our business to check the quality and fitment of all items available.
As a customer you have no idea what you are buying from some vendors who use original partnumbers, but you can be assured when purchasing from us the part has been tried, tested andclearly described - if there are any problems we listen and react immediately - we getprofessional material analysis and testing done, plus trying the parts on our own or race Minis.

If a part is advertised cheaper than ours - it is probably inferior as the market is being swampedwith cheap, untried imports.  We take the spurious parts problem seriously by taking theproblem away from you, ensuring our prices are rarely beaten on like for like quality.
Maybe this is why we were voted No1 for Best Aftermarket Supplier, BestTuning Product Retailer and Best Mini Website, by Mini Magazine readers?

Suspension 
Cone
The only 
genuine 
cone springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. 
Order as FAM3968. . . . . . . .£40.69

www.minispares.com

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.11
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.56
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £49.14
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no
breakages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

Body, Mechanical & TrimCATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2 catalogue. Completely re-written to include all models from 1959-2000.

Now 219 fully 
illustrated pages.
If you've got a Mini 

you need an AKM2 which has received rave reviews.

£7.50

NEW!

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

We stock all 
standard 
and performance parts

Cooper S Distributor
Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves. 
Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor
arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £70.20
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . . . from £56.65
All the best or good quality distributors and parts
stocked for road and race

From
£1947.89

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £79.20
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

8 Port Head Kit

Visit the official
MiniSpares.com 

website for
pictures,

downloads,
catalogues,

current prices &
special deals

Buy on-line at
www.minispares.com 

or visit one of our 3 official outlets

The World’s Largest Mini Parts Stockist

Check out our 
updated website

See website for
up to date prices

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

IMPORTANT! Mini Spares - NORTH
We are closing Mini Spares - North, in
Harrogate, to relocate to a larger wharehouse
with easy access from main roads. It should
be open and 
ready by April 2015.

New address will be...
Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business park
York Y026 QU. Watch for further details.

Mini Spares - NORTH

Mini Spares - MIDLANDS

Sales Showroom & Mail Order

HEAD OFFICE (London - A1M/M25)
Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar, Herts. 
EN6 3JN (Close to A1M & M25)

Tel: 01707 607700 (UK)
Tel: (+44)1707 607702 (Export)
Fax: 01707 656 786
Email: sales@minispares.com

Visit our branches...

Unit 6, 2 Freeman’s Way. Wetherby Rd.
Harrogate, North Yorks. HG3 1DH
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

“This is amazing! Only 24 hours from

order to delivery in Poland. Good job guys!”  

Artur Szczegóła - POLAND

From our 
Customers...

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

or

£23.04
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

February magazine – 1st January
March magazine – 1st February
April magazine – 1st March

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H)                                                                                                                                              
chairman@minicooper.org  

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter                                                                                                                                           
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, 
Hants, SO31 8FJ                                                                
02380 560073 (H)

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman                                                                                                                                          
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun, 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN                                                                                                                   
01302 883550 (H)                                                                                                   
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage                                                                                                                                           
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley 
Wood, Birmingham, B37 7NE                                                                          
0121 680 1814 (H)                                                                                                                    
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register                                                                                          
Robert Young - See Chairman

Appendix K Register                                                                                                                              
Russell Earnshaw                                                                                                                                         
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, 
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899                                                                                                         
russell.earnshaw@adp-architects.com 

Cooper S MK I Register                                                                                                                           
Simon Wheatcroft                                                                                                                                     
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539                                                                                                               
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com 

Cooper MK I Register                                                                                                                             
Barbara Alexander                                                                                                                             
Kilmeston, 39 Newgate Lane, Peel Common,  
Fareham, Hants, PO14 1BQ                                                                                                                                              
01329 665434                                                                                               
barbaraalexander945@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK II Register                                                                                                                                         
Nick Hunter                                                                                                                                           
01785 813693                                                                                                     
nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net 

Cooper MK II Register                                                                                                                           
Graham E Robinson                                                                                                                                        
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering,  
Essex, SS3 0HW                                                                       
01702 219298                                                                                        
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK III Register                                                                                                                        
Simon Wheatcroft                                                                                                                                 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar

Rover Cooper Register                                                                                                                      
John Parnell                                                                                                                                          
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, 
London N21 1JE  020 8886 8226                                                                                                       
rovercooper@minicooper.org 

Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register                                                                                         
Steve Burkinshaw                                                                                                                                       
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD                                                                                               
01923 855971                                                                                                                     
stevebee49@live.co.uk 

Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register                                                                                                      
David Davies                                                                                                                                           
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF                                                                                            
01244 332282                                                                                                                 
daviddavies15@sky.com 

Innocenti Cooper Register                                                                                                                  
Foster Charlton                                                                                                                                         
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019                                                                                                           
gingerfoss@hotmail.com 

Mini Super Register                                                                                                                                   
Garry Dickens                                                                                                                                        
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
dickens.garry@gmail.com  

1275GT Register                                                                                                                                         
Suzy Kinsman                                                                                                                                          
15 The Drive, Woolavington, Somerset, TA7 8EJ                                                                                
07899 067025                                                                                                       
1275gt@minicooper.org  

New MINI Cooper Register                                                                                                               
Martyn Collins                                                                                                                                          
121 Tamworth Road, Hertford, Herts, SG13 7DN                                                                                
07989 683654                                                                                                       
martyn.collins@gmail.com                                                                                                                                     

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org forum.minicooper.org 

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Website and Forum 
Graham W Robinson                                                                                                                                         
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma                                                                                                                                        
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB                                                                      
0208 898 9476 (H)                                                                                                    
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration  
Sarah Monk                                                                                                                                 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House,   
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284                                                                                          
mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk 

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H)                                                                                                                                              
membership@minicooper.org  

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard                                                                                                                                          
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD                                                                                                                
01304 330715 (H)                                                                                                   
events@minicooper.org                                                                                                                                      

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss                                                                                                                                             
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG
01730 818336 (H)                                                                                                   
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter                                                                                                                                           
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H)                                                                                                                                              
regalia@minicooper.org 

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb         
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH                                                                                                                                     
07834 081697                                                                                                                                           
regions@minicooper.org 

Public Relations 
Andrew Bond                                                                                                                                             
37 Tring Avenue, Ealing, London W5 3QD                                                                                           
020 8993 1620 (H)                                                                                                                                              
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt                                                                                                                                          
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ
01923 816757                                                                                                                       
cars@minicooper.org                                                                                                                         

Non Designated Committee Members 
Robert Clayson 01252 726618  
Richard Humphrey 01933 679617(H) 
Ken Hunter 01344 772446 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist                                                                                                                                           
Robert Young - See Chairman

Heritage Liaison                                                                                                                                    
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary 

DVLA V765 Contact 
(Vehicle Registration Recovery)  
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476   
email - v765@minicooper.org 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of K Drewe Insurance Brokers Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 14 Load Street, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2AE.  CVI 085 01/14

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0286 CVI Mini Cooper Register - June.indd   1 14/05/2014   09:33
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 



EDITORIAL
F irstly, let me start by wishing all 

our MCR members a Happy and 
prosperous New Year!

Over the cold dark autumn and 
winter months there are fewer 
outdoor shows and events to attend 
because the predictably poor weather 
conditions in the winter puts pay to 
putting them on. However, there now 
appear to be an increasing number of 
indoor shows and events being put 
on by organisers, perhaps, cashing in 

on the growth in interest in classic cars generally, and particularly 
over the last few years. This leads me nicely to touch on the most 
significant of these indoor Classic car shows and no prizes for 
guessing that I am referring to the Lancaster Insurance NEC Classic 
Car Show held in Birmingham in mid November.

As this show is now considered by the classic car movement to be the 
premium show of the year, most classic car clubs feel almost obligated 
to have a presence at the show if they are to be taken seriously and 
exploit some good PR for their club. So, the MCR took a large display 
stand again this year as we have in previous years for these and other 
reasons. By the end of the weekend of the show we had benefited 
by gaining over 30 new members and selling a significant level of club 
regalia over the three days of the show. I attended the show on Friday 
to lend some support to the hardy team of volunteers who manned the 
club display stand over the three days. They deserve a big thank you for 
giving up their time for the club and doing this. I think particular thanks 
should go to Justin Ridyard, our Events Co-ordinator, who took time 
off work to make the display happen after planning and organising the 

event over the weeks and months leading up to it. To top this he has 
also written a brief report on the show elsewhere in this issue of the 
magazine, so please do read it and get an insight as to what’s involved 
in putting on a display like this.

There are interesting reports on the experiences which some of our 
members had when taking part in competitive rallies. The predominant 
rally being the Northumberland and Border’s Rally which took place 
on the same weekend as the NEC Classic Motor show. Do take some 
time to read these reports which will give you a taste as to what might 
be involved if you were hankering to have a go.

Talking of participating in rallies, well perhaps not strictly a ‘competitive’ 
one but, more of a run out along beautiful country roads that allow 
you to stretch your car’s legs as it were. If you look below you will see 
the advert for Minis to Ireland which will be a bit more of a civilised 
outing for you and your now, dare I say, quite valuable car, without the 
associated risks of damaging your pride and joy that going on an out an 
out competitive rally might result in. So, if you would like to give it ago, 
then be quick and contact Robert Young to secure your place as there 
are still a few places left as we go to print.

Finally, I just wanted to urge to read Pete Flanagan’s fascinating 
Photo Archive article on John Sprinzel and his very colourful and 
interesting life. Pete has managed to find what he believes to be 
never before published photos relating to John. You won’t be 
disappointed if you like to read about the exploits of some of the 
movers and shakers of the early Mini scene.

Paul Sulma  

Mini Cooper Register | 7

Minis to Ireland
17 September – 24 September 2015

The Mini Cooper Register will be promoting our second Touring Assembly to Ireland in 2015. The event will run along the lines of 
our much acclaimed Minis to Monte format, with a fully detailed Tulip road book and back up service provided by the organisers.

The event will start and finish in the UK at the Fishguard ferry port, where we will journey over to Rosslare in Ireland to begin 
our seven day tour, using some of the best and scenic motoring roads Ireland has to offer. This year we are majoring on the 
spectacular peninsulars on the west coast of Ireland.

This is the planned itinerary for the approximate 1200 mile route:

Thursday 17 September  - 2.30 pm boat from Fishguard to Rosslare in Ireland, staying in Co. Wexford. 
Friday 18 September  - Leave the hotel and travel across to the west of Ireland staying outside Kenmare at Sneem  

  for three nights. 
Saturday 19 September  - Circular tour taking in Healy Pass, Mizen Head etc. on the western peninsulars and   

  returning to Sneem.  
Sunday 20 September  - Circular tour, this time on the Dingle peninsular and returning to Sneem.
Monday 21 September  - Leave hotel and travel via the Tarbut Ferry up to Connemara to stay two nights at   

  the Renvyle House Hotel.
Tuesday 22 September  - Circular route to Westport and Achill Island returning to the Renvyle Hotel. 
Wednesday 23 September - Leave hotel and travel south west staying at the Ferrycarrig Hotel near Rosslare. 
Thursday 24 September  - Leave hotel early for 9 am boat from Rosslare back to Fishguard, UK. 

The entry fee per car, including the ferry crossing, for two people sharing a room, staying seven nights in premium quality 
hotels, including dinner every night and breakfast will be in the region of £1395. The entry is being restricted to 40 cars and 
holding deposits of £295 are now being taken to secure an early entry. Credit card payments are accepted with two further 
stage payment being required at the end of March and June.

Regulations will be available to download from the MCR website or can be requested from the Secretary of the meeting, who 
is now taking deposits. Secretary of the Meeting, Robert Young, Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 7NE.   
01580 763975 or chairman@minicooper.org 



Graham W. Robinson, our new webmaster and Dean Chapman, from 
the Moke Club, who have between them managed to get the forum 
up and running for us again. The forum is certainly faster and seems 
bug free and it is good to see familiar names re-registering and some 
interesting posts being put up there.  I would urge all of you to register 
and visit the forum and contribute towards it – only this will make it 
grow into the forum it once was. Lively debate and informed discussions 
are the life blood of a good forum, so sign up and get posting. Visit 
htpp://mcrforum.minicooper.org  

One new addition to the new forum is that you can now read the 
latest and back copies of CooperWorld on line. We have done this 
in response to requests from some of our younger members and 
also from members abroad, whom by necessity of the vagaries of the 
postal system, don’t get their magazine as timely as we do here in the 
UK, so it will be a boon for them too.  CooperWorld is located in the 
‘MCR Members Only’ section of the forum, so you do have to register 
with your membership number to be able to access that area. Once 
there, you will be able to read CooperWorld on your PC, tablet or 
smart phone. As for me, I still prefer to thumb through my hard copy 
of the magazine, at my leisure, away from the computer – I spend too 
much time in front of it as it is. 

Our Minis to Ireland run received a full complement of potential 
entries, only weeks after the event was announced.  Now that we 

have asked for deposits we do find ourselves with a few extra places.   
So, if you are still contemplating an entry, do get in touch with me 
quickly as there are only a few places left.  It’s great value for money 
and will be brilliant fun. See the advert on page 7.

Robert Young  

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

The Classic Motor Show held at the 
NEC in Birmingham last November 

was a resounding success for the Club. 
Run by Justin Ridyard, our hard working 
Events Co-ordinator, he really pulled out 
all the stops and with his band of willing 
helpers put on a large and impressive 
display of cars that showed the diversity 
of the club and its cars. We had many 
club members visit the stand over the 
three days, as well as several honorary 
members. Lesley Young managed to 
sign up a record number of 33 new 

members over the weekend and Sally Salter also sold a good deal of 
regalia – in fact we ran out of the club’s new car covers by Saturday 
lunch time. I was delighted to meet up with Andy Shadforth and Jenny 
Elvidge (now Shadforth) at the NEC whom we first met on the Minis 
to Ireland run in 2013. As many will know, Andy was struck down with 
a brain tumour soon after the event and they got married under very 
difficult circumstances, so I was delighted to meet up with them again 
with Andy looking so well.  

The NEC show is very expensive for the club to put on, with travel 
and hotel expenses all to be paid for over the four days we were 
there, but it is such an important show that we just have to be there. 
Nevertheless, it is a great pity that the show had to be put on by 
members mostly from the south coast rather than by members in the 
Midlands. Our application is already in for next year where the show 
promises to be even larger – how much bigger can it get? The show is 
a great shop window for the Club and looking around, we do put on a 
very professional show for what is after all, a relatively small car club 
run by volunteers.

The new forum, as many of you will have seen, was successfully 
launched half way through November, a couple of weeks later 

than planned. All is running well and a really big thank you must go to 
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A long list of new members joining in November

NEW MEMBERS
Nick Wardley, Sheffield, South Yorkshire
Graham Phillips, Solihull, West Midlands
Adam Van-den-Heuvel, Tidworth, Wiltshire
Neil Brown, Enfield, Middlesex
David & Rosemary Stokes, Cambridgeshire
Graham Juner & Lisa Crossley, Manningtree, Essex
Neville Collier, Bolton
David Mansell, Lewes, East Sussex
Michael Edwards, Hayes, Middlesex
Neil & Helen McKechnie, Glasgow
Pete & Nick Hearn, Tadworth, Surrey
Nicholas Brookes, Maldon, Essex
Craig Lowe, Matlock, Derbyshire
Aidan & Stephen King, Crawcrook, Tyne & Wear
Ian & Francine Dransfield, Dewsbury, West Yorkshire
Trevor Godwin, Coventry 
Iain & George Andrews, Epsom, Surrey 
Derya Dener, Locksbottom, Kent
Neil & Denise Bricknell, Barton Le Clay, Beds
Matthew & Melissa Evans, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk
William Robson, Kingsbridge, Devon
John & Jo Thomas, Llanelli
Joe Sugden, Welford On Avon 
Shaun Whitehead, Rochdale, Lancashire
Colin Wright, Halesworth, Suffolk
Malcolm Blackwell, Reigate, Surrey

Robin & Wendy Lawrence, Hereford
Rebecca & Matt Chaplin, Oxford
Richard Wilson, Whitley Bay, Tyne & Wear
Neil Taylor, Amersham, Bucks
Malcolm & Gayleen Lomas, Bramshall, Staffs
Paul & Michelle Macleod, London 
Clive King, Dudley
Paul & Christina Moran, Walsall, Westmidlands
Matthew Smith & Caroline Warren, Ipswich, Suffolk
Rory Power, Co Wexford, Ireland
Tom & Dave Arthur, Leicester
Edward Hughes, Cardiff
Ryan & Don O’Donovan, Bradford
Lucy Hoole, Whitehill
Kira Smith, Leeds
Steven & Matthew Davis, Welwyn Garden City, Herts
Mads Erbe Thomassen, 5151 Straumsgrend, Norway
Ian Stickland & Mary Holmes, Christchurch, Dorset
Rodney Olson, Tujunga, Los Angeles
Paul & Julie Layson, West Wickham, Kent
Andy Ginter, Potters Bar, Herts
Mark Le Gallais, St Martin, Jersey
John Phillips, Purley, Surrey
Ian Clews, Newcastle under lyme, Staffordshirre
Jorn Oulie, Northridge, California
Colin & Bejamin Duncalf, Stockport, Cheshire



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED
Unit 2 Broadfield Farm, Great Somerford, Chippenham, Wiltshire  Sn15 5El   Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316   Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk   Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk
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sure there are members who will have a preference for one or the 
other of these two events. So, John Price will attend the Saturday 
at Silverstone and I will cover Brands. If you would like to join John 
with other members and park together at Silverstone (with a Club 
banner) or me at Brands with a Club stand, then please contact me. 
We hope to be able to take a stand at Silverstone for 2016 if there is 
enough interest following the 2015 event.  

Looking forward to seeing you out and about in 2015!   

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715   
Tel: events@minicooper.org      

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at http://www.facebook.
com/minicooperregister or scan the QR code with your smart phone to 
visit the page.

A s I’m writing this I have just about 
recovered from the NEC weekend 

which was a successful event for the 
Club and we had lots of nice comments 
about the MCR stand, CooperWorld and 
the member’s cars on show. A full report 
on the show elsewhere in the magazine.

A huge well done to Niall Cook and his 
team for organising the Northumberland 
and Borders Rally. The team created 
another fabulous event for our members, 
one which takes much co-ordination and 
preplanning. The photos and videos of 
the event were all over the social media 

sites which are also great PR for the Club. I hope to see it back again 
next year and would certainly like to see us undertake more of these 
types of events in the future.  

The events list for 2015 is looking like a busy, fun year, don’t forget to let 
me know about any events you are aware of for the calendar for next 
year that we don’t already have!

Tickets for the LSMOC London to Brighton run are now available to 
MCR members so please email me for further details. 

We have booked a member’s trip to the British Motor Heritage 
Limited’s facility at Witney on the 11th March 2015 which filled up 
very quickly. We can do this event down the line again if we have 
enough interest.

To repeat a plea from last month, we are planning to attend the 
prestigious Silverstone Classic event if there is sufficient interest. 
This is a three day event but it clashes with the two day Mini 
Festival at Brands Hatch on the weekend 25/26th July 2015. I’m 
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EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard



EVENTS CALENDAR
Key
Bold = National MCR event or Club stand

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance

2015

January
Event: Wirral Minis - Wirral To Llandudno Run  
Date: 11th January 
Location: Bromborough to Rhos-On-Sea 
Contact: http://wirralminis.com/wirral-to-llandudno-run/

Event: British Mini Fair    
Date: 25th January 
Location: Bingley Hall, Stafford 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Mini Winter Rally 2015   
Date: 24th & 25 January 2015 
Location: Switzerland 
Contact: http://mini-winter-rally.blogspot.ch/ or   
mini.winter.rally.2005@gmail.com

Event: MCR Hinton Firs Weekend   
Date: 30th January – 1st February 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: secretary@minicooper.org 

March
Event: Visit to British Motor Heritage Factory  
Date: 11th March 
Location: Witney, Oxfordshire 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org 
Event Full

Event: Brooklands Mini Day   
Date: 29th March (Now a Sunday!) 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com  
Kenneth Hunter Thames Valley Region  
kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com

Event: Practical Classic’s Motor Show   
Date: 28th and 29th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

Event: MCR Scottish Region Club Meeting  
Date: 29th March 
Location: The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX. Meeting at 12 PM. There may be an 
optional, impromptu run in advance of the meeting (which will 
be announced the week prior) depending on the weather! 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

April
Event: Pride of Longbridge   
Date: 18th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge,  B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

May
Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day   
Date: 2nd- 3rd May    
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at Blyton 
Park for MK1 Mini’s 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/action-
day.htm

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 1st-4th May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run  
Date: TBC May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, Wilts 
Contact: www.dewsc.org.uk

Event: Donington Historic Festival   
Date: 2nd-4th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: British Mini Day   
Date: 10th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: London to Brighton Mini Run 2015  
Date: 17th May 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: Stirling and District Classic Car Show  
Date: 17th May 
Location: Bridge of Allan    
Details: Over 700 classic cars and autojumble 
Contact: Geoff Marr, MCR Scotland geoff.marr@btinternet.com 
http://www.sdccc.co.uk/index.php/show.html

Event: Thistle Run    
Date: 24th May 
Location: TBC 
Contact: www.miniclan.com

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2015  
Date: 22-25th May 
Location: Greater Island of Lake Zarasas, known as Little 
England, in north east Lithuania 
Contact: www.imm2015.lt

June
Event: Thirlestane Castle Historic Motoring Extravaganza 
Date: 7th June 
Location: Thirlestane Castle, Lauder. Over 500 classic cars 
expected for 2015. Static show with concours judging. Also 
includes an autojumble. It is open to all marques of Mini’s 
Contact: John Heatlie, MCR Scotland.      
Email: johnheatlie012@btinternet.com

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: Sunday 14th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands and 
concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. It is 
open to all marques of Minis/MINI’s. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org   
Tickets: http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/beaulieu-events/
club-rally/mini-cooper-rally

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 13th-14th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Mini Festival 2015   
Date: 20th June (TBC) 
Location: Oulton Park 
Contact: Oulton Park beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Eridge Park Classic Car Show   
Date: 21st June 
Location: Eridge Park, Tunbridge Wells 
Contact: chris.m.wynne@btinternet.com

Event: Festival of Speed    
Date: 26th-28th June 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: MCR Scotland Breakfast Run & Meeting  
Date: 28th June 
Location: Start:  Powmill Milk Bar (near Dollar) 9 AM.   Finish:  
Murrayshall Hotel, Scone, Perth 12:30 PM. Open to all marques 
of Mini’s.  There will be a meeting at 12:30 at Murrayshall Hotel 
for those that just want to attend a meeting and not the run. 
Contact: ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

July
Event: Champagne Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 4th-5th July 
Location: Champagne Region, France 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard -   
h13jkr@hotmail.com

Event: Wheels of Yesteryear Rally   
Date: 5th July 
Location: Mining Museum, Newtongrange and finishes (via 
Glenkinchie distillery) at Lennoxlove House.  Rally, static 
show and concours. 
Contact: http://www.wheelsofyesteryear.org.uk/events.html

Event: Glamis Castle – Vintage Vehicle Extravaganza.  Static 
show, road run, and auto jumble!   
Date: 11th/12th July 
Location: Glamis Castle 
Contact: Scottish Region. Ben & Patricia Webb   
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk to reserve a place!

Event: Lavender Run    
Date: 19th July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Mini Festival 2015   
Date: 25th & 26th July (TBC) 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Silverstone Classic    
Date: 24th, 25th and 26th July (Club presence likely to be 
one day TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

August
Event: Croft Nostalgia    
Date: 8th – 9th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car and military vehicle show 
Contact: http://www.croftmilitary.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park    
Date: 15th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Biggar Rally    
Date: TBC 16th August 
Location: Biggar. Rally, static car show, concours and 
autojumble.  Camping also available.    
Website: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally  
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Ham Sandwich Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 30th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard -   
h13jkr@hotmail.com

September
Event: Bo’ness Hillclimb Revival   
Date: 5th-6th September 
Location: Bo’ness Circuit, Kinneil House. Historic hillclimb, 
static car show, concours. http://www.bonesshillclimb.org.uk/ 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 11th-13th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day   
Date: 13th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Minis to Ireland (Event Full - Reserve List Only!) 
Date: 17th – 24th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: chairman@minicooper.org

Event: Rally Car Day    
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Brian Davage -  bridavage@gmail.com

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: TBC September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or   
Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

October
Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: TBC October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley -   
rminimick@aol.com

November
Event: MCR Club Meeting – Scottish Region  
Date: 1st November, 12 PM 
Location: The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel, 
Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk
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EVENTSEVENTS

It was my first experience of the NEC classic as an exhibitor and it 
has taken me about a week to fully recover from it. We had set the 

walk meter on my phone and it clocked up 7k for one day, so that 
certainly explained the sore feet. It should be obvious as the show 
is now a huge event, cars and punters as far as the eye can see in all 
directions all over the 3 days. On display some of the finest examples 
of just about everything from Trabant’s to multi million pound 
Ferrari’s, our modest Mini Cooper’s holding their own on the interest 
stakes with the best of the marques. 

The theme for the show this year was the big screen. We used the cars 
to display a mixture of original advertising, manuals or large magazine 
covers featuring the actual display vehicles. The centre piece of our 

display being a collage covering the whole screen on the red, white and 
blue cars. The blue 1959 Mini was donned with a birthday banner and 
balloons to celebrate the 55th Birthday of our little favourite.

Cars this year were kindly brought along by Peter Barratt - 
Snowberry White Mk2 1275 ‘S’, Dave Boswell - 1959 850cc John 
Bolster Mini, Roger Hunt - his lovely and Italian Job campaigned Flame 
Red RSP ‘S’, Simon Joslin – with his recently restored beautiful Fiesta 
yellow Mk1 970 ‘S’, Richard Humphrey - Mk2 1275 ‘S’ Britax replica 
and John Littman - Works Rally Mk1 1275 ‘S’ (CRX 90B) which was 
used in the 1964 RAC and 1965 Monte Carlo rallies. We appreciate 
the time taken to provide cars to display, a big thanks personally from 
me and on behalf of the Club.

NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
14-16th November 2014 By Justin Ridyard
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EVENTS

All in all, a great weekend for the Club with a record number of new 
members joining. Lots of Club regalia was also sold including all of the 
Club car covers which sold out after the first 2 days.

Massive thanks to all the team who helped on the stand, for set 
up, during the event and breakdown - you know who you are! We 
managed to show the classic car world just a few of the high quality 
vehicle’s we have within the Club. We can hopefully show some 
more next year - application already sent in. Looking forward to it, 
see you there in 2015!

Justin Ridyard

Photos Robert Young
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Website and Forum Corner By Graham W. Robinson - Webmaster

As many of you reading this will now know that the new 
forum, running on phpBB software, went live in the middle of 

November. That was a couple of weeks later than I had originally 
planned but I hope you agree that the extra wait has been 
worthwhile. Comments such as ‘quick and easy to use’ have made 
the whole exercise very worthwhile and, of course, we no longer 
have to concern ourselves with the numerous bugs and quirks of 
the old forum!

Membership of the new forum has grown steadily and continues 
to grow. There is no point in me quoting figures as by the time you 
read this the total number of users will be far different from what 
the total is as I write this. It goes without saying that the more 
users we have, the more topics, the more posts, the more photos, 
and thus the more discussion, and, of course, the more opinions we 
will have! 

Although the style of the forum will be familiar to many of you 
(it’s the same as used by many other car clubs) you still need to 
find your way around the forum and learn where things are and 
how to do things. We have tried to make it as easy as possible 
but it’s impossible to have a button for everything. Some options 
are within ‘Quick Links’ on the top task bar, others on drop down 
menus elsewhere. As an analogy, it’s very similar to buying a new 
television. You unpack it, plug it in and then reach for the remote 
control. That’s when the fun starts! Trying to work out what every 
button does can be a nightmare at first but with a bit of patience 
you do finally get to grips with it. Hands up those who agree! It’s 
much the same with the forum. Once you know your way around 
it becomes a doddle. To try and make it a little easier under 
‘Help in using this forum’ I have posted several Mini (what else?!!) 
tutorials on how to do things. Of course, there is still the FAQ 
(Frequently Asked Questions) button on the top taskbar. This is 
more comprehensive as it is a phpBB feature but not specific to our 
forum. Nevertheless, it is still a place where many of your questions 
are answered.

Of the section headings we now have, how we have presented Regions 
seems to have gone down particularly well. Every region has its own 
area as part of a sub-section. Where it seems to score over what we 
have under Regions on the MCR website is that it is now easy to keep 
members up to date with what is going on within a region and, of 
course, members can respond to anything posted which they can’t do 
on the website.

Something else we have introduced is the ability for MCR members 
to read CooperWorld online as well as getting a hard copy of the 
magazine in the post which is an entitlement of MCR membership. 
It is in pdf format and can either be read online or downloaded. Not 
only can you read the latest edition you can also check out any other 
month going back to April 2014. We are hoping that this feature 
will help in attracting more members from abroad especially those 
thousands of miles from the UK. I’ve posted this on the forum under 
‘Latest News and Updates’ about CooperWorld being online:  If you 
are reading this and you are not a member of the club then you might 
consider joining in order to view CooperWorld online. It’s an option 
that we think Mini Cooper enthusiasts from outside the UK will find 
particularly attractive. Although you would still receive a printed copy as 
a member, you wouldn’t have to wait for it to be delivered from the UK. 
Sometimes, by the very nature of the distances involved, this can take 
several weeks. Instead you would be able to read it at much the same 
time as UK members do. Of course, by joining you would also enjoy all 
the other benefits of belong to the club.

One aspect that we have been very aware of in moving to a new 
forum is that of the information held on the old forum. Whilst it 
has not been possible to import the topics and posts into the new 
forum we have provided a link that allows users of the new forum 
to view the old one.

In closing for this month may I quote something that Robert Young, 
our chairman has said in a press release for the new forum: Now that 
we have this all new slick forum I’m full of confidence that it will soon be 
as popular as it ever was and a great resource for information, debate 
and news. Once again the Club can proudly say ‘Welcome to the Mini 
Cooper Register forum, THE place to talk Mini Coopers!’

If you haven’t already been to the new forum please visit   
http://mcrforum.minicooper.org  

I promise you it won’t bite and they are a friendly bunch you will 
meet there!

Graham W. Robinson Webmaster

webmaster@minicooper.org

WEBSITE AND FORUM CORNER

14 | www.minicooper.org
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LETTERS

Mini Cooper Parking 

I thought the picture above might be amusing for the 
Magazine.

‘One of the great things about owning a Mini Cooper 
is the ease of parking when you’re out to dinner’.

Picture was taken at the RAC Club Motoring dinner 
with guest Paddy Hopkirk Oct 14.

John Littman

Cars registered before 1960  

During a visit to the Classic Motor show at the NEC 
in November I had the opportunity to talk to a 
number of insurance companies.  

Cars registered before 1960 do not now require an 
MOT certificate. Cars with an MOT certificate have, by 
implication, a certificate that says the car is roadworthy, 
and is valid for 12 months. If you do not have a MOT 
certificate it is now the owner’s responsibility to ensure 
these pre 1960 cars are roadworthy. 

This change in the MOT legislation shifts responsibility 
for roadworthiness from the MOT station to the 
owner. Insurance companies told me that if a pre 
1960 car was involved in an accident without an 
MOT it would have its insurance invalidated if the 
insurance investigator considered the car to have 
been unroadworthy. 

There are a very small number of pre 1960 Minis, but this MOT change has far 
reaching implications for the classic car market, with a number of classic cars on 
the road registered before 1960. 

It would seem prudent to still get a MOT certificate to ensure the vehicle has 
insurance cover in the event of an accident. Rather than save the cost of an 
MOT, then having to argue with an insurance assessor about the cars state of 
roadworthiness.

Richard Pengelly
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TECHNICAL TOPICS − 
By Richard Pengelly

Last summer I was followed by a police car through various roads 
with a number of different speed limits, I was watching him, and 

he was watching me, before he turned off after several miles. Not 
a problem with that you may say, well there was, because I was not 
sure what speeds I was doing!

Over the years my 45 year old car has seen a number of modifications 
that effected the speedometer calibration. For a start, I am not running 
my car on the standard Cooper ‘S’ Dunlop 145 x10 SP or 520 x 10 C41 
tyres, somebody had fitted a custom dashboard with a Morris 1100 
speedometer, and the differential ratio had been changed from the 
standard 3.444:1 ratio. The speedometer drive gears within the gearbox 
had been changed when the new differential ratio was fitted, but I was 
still not sure if the speedometer was fast or the rev counter was slow. 
So it was time to check the speedometer and rev counter calibration.

Fortunately for me there is a 3 mile dual carriage way near by which 
has a mile stretch marked out in quarter mile increments for the local 
cycle club, I think. So, two of us set out in the Mini one quiet summer 
evening armed with a sat nav, stop watch and a calculator. It takes a bit 
of practice to drive at a steady speed, but our first job was to check that 
the sat nav speed indication was accurate. After several runs at various 
speeds we were confidant that the sat nav was telling the truth.

In preparation, I had cut up a number of Post-it® strips and marked each 
one with an arrow - see Figure 1. The idea was to hold a steady speed on 
the sat nav and stick a Post-it® sticker on the speedometer dial over the 
position of the needle. As with all things, this proved easier said than done, 
but with a little practice we moved round the dial in 10 mph increments 
from 40 mph upwards. At the same time we recorded the rev counter 
engine speeds at these speed increments. This took a few goes to get 
right and then to re check our markings with a second or third run. As far 
as we could tell our measurements were visually close enough. 

Back home I used a touch up marker stick to mark the speedometer dial 
with the corrected speed figures.The top of the speedometer dial, or the 
12 O’clock position was 55mph. So what we found was the speedometer 
was 3 mph fast up to 60 mph. After that when the speedometer needle 
was on its downward journey the weight of the needle absorbed the 
slack in the speedometer and the speed readings were 5 mph fast. I was 
not too surprised with these findings as a 45 year old mechanically driven 
speedometer is bound to have some wear in it and fortunately it read fast.

For those who are interested, these old cable driven type 
speedometers incorporate a set of needle balance weights. Sometimes 
these weights shift and when they do the needle will go out of balance. 
This will mean it could under or over read whilst going up the dial or 
down the other side. This is not the first old speedometer that I have 
had problems with reading fast past the 12 O’clock position however.  

Modern cars by contrast have electronically driven speedometers 
that pick up a pulse from the ABS system, and are therefore not 
subject to the same sort of wear. My modern car is just 2 mph fast 
between 30 mph and 70 mph.

Now it was the turn to check the rev counter. Most older Minis have 
electronic rev counters that pick up a pulse from the distributor. 
So they should not suffer from the same sort of problems that 
speedometer’s do and they should be consistently slow, or fast. 
Having said that, there is a way of approximately checking the 
mph/1000 rpm calibration now you have found out what the engine 
revs are at each speed point. That is, the engines speed relative to 
the road speed.

Now most Minis will not be running on the original 145 x 10 SP’s or 
520 x 10  C41 Dunlop’s. So, the first thing to do is to measure the front 
wheel rolling radius. With the car on level ground, and the tyres pumped 
up to the correct pressure, I stuck some masking tape over the centre 
of the wheel hub and marked it with the wheel centre. Then I measured 
from the wheel centre to the ground. I found I could measure more 
accurately in millimetres then convert this dimension into inches for the 
formula. Doing the static wheel rolling radius will not be the same as the 
dynamic rolling radius, due to tyre growth at speed etc, but it will give 
you a guide. You then put the information into Formula ‘A’ 

Speedometer calibration or 
how fast do you think you 
are going?
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Speedometer marked with corrected speed using 
Post-it® strips

Figure 1

Tyre size & Tyre 
(Dunlop)

Wheel revs 
per mile 

At the following speed

520 x 10 C41 1058 30mph

145 X 10 SP 1095 30mph

520 X 10 CW44 1060 30mph

500 X 10 L10 R7 1053 100mph

550 X 12 C41 960 30mph

145 X 12 SP 980 30mph

155 X 12 SP 960 30mph

55 X 12 CW44 955 30mph

Dunlop tyre size and type with the number of wheel 
revolutions per mile at 30mph (and one at 100mph)

Figure 2

Final Drive ratio Road speed in mph in 
top at 1,000rpm

3.444 16.07

3.765 14.70

3.939 14.06

4.133 13.40

4.267 12.96

4.350 12.57

A list of some of the Mini differential ratios

Figure 3
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An alternative and more accurate way, if you have the space, is 
to mark were the tyre meets the ground on both tyre and the 
ground. Then roll the car forward, say five revolutions of the 
wheel. Bear in mind that one wheel revolution on a 10 inch wheel 
will be about five feet. Then measure the distance travelled in 
inches. Then put the information into Formula ‘B’

Abingdon’s Special Tuning Department produced a booklet, part 
number C-AKD 5096 called ‘Special Tuning for the Mini Cooper ‘S’ 
‘. Within this they had a table of Dunlop tyre sizes and type with the 
number of wheel revolutions per mile at 30mph (and one at 100mph) 
- see Figure 2. I expect these figures were produced on a Dunlop 
test rig as they look to be very precise numbers to me. Working the 
calculations backwards and forwards it looks like the mph/1000rpm 
figures quoted in the manuals are based on 145 x 10 SP Dunlop’s.

Just for the record, a Mini Cooper ‘S’ with a 3.444:1 differential was 
quoted as having 16.07 mph/1000rpm. This equates to a rolling tyre 
radius of 9.29 inches. Using the Dunlop data from Figure 2 with 145 x 
10 SP tyres this equates to a rolling radius of 9.21 inches which is very 
close. Using this table the 520 x10 C41 Dunlop tyre, which was the 
other standard tyre option, has a rolling radius of 9.53 inches. A list of 
some of the Mini differential ratio’s are given in Figure 3.
Constants used:
• 63360 inches / mile
• 25.4 mm / inch
• D =  differential ratio 
• R = the rolling radius of the front wheel in inches
• W = distance travelled by the wheel in inches
• T = number of turns of the wheel

Formula ‘A’
The sum you will need to calculate the mph/1000rpm when 
measuring the wheel radius is as follows;

mph/1000 rpm = R x 1000 x 60 x 2π
                                              D x 63360 

Formula ‘B’
The sum you will need to calculate the mph/1000rpm when 
measuring the distance travelled by the wheel is as follows;

mph/1000 rpm = W x 1000 x 60 
 T x D x 63360 

So, putting these calculations to the test, what I found was that 
my rev counter was reading 100 to 150 rpm fast throughout the 
range. I felt this was fine as it is difficult to read engine speed to 
within 100 rpm anyway when driving.

This method of calibrating the speedometer and rev counter can 
apply to any car, but old classic car instruments are susceptible to 
wear and it is worth checking them out, as I have shown. 

Generally speaking, speedometers are normally set fast and wear in 
the mechanism only makes them read faster, not slower, which is a 
good thing. However, if you have different profile wheels or tyres, 
or, if the differential ratio has been changed without a corresponding 
change to the gearbox speedometer drive gears, you may have 
significant speedometer error built in. This can become a problem 
if you encounter ‘average speed’ cameras that seem to proliferate 
around road works more and more these days. So, in summary, if 
you are lucky, the speedometer reads fast, if not .............be careful. 

Finally, if anybody has any questions arising from my article please 
contact me via our editor Paul Sulma.

Richard Pengelly
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PHOTO ARCHIVE − Pete Flanagan
John Sprinzel may not have been a man known for his achievements in Minis but he did compete in a few, usually for the BMC Works 

team and certainly was a regular competitor in BMC race and rally cars from the late 1950’s and for the next decade.
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In 1958 John finished third overall in the fledgling British Saloon Car 
Championship in the A35, and rallied for the Works team in the same 
car with both MCR honorary members Willy Cave and Stuart Turner. 
He also rallied MGs and, of course, his beloved Austin Healey Sprites 
which he developed with Len Adams and George Hulbert at their new 
tuning concern – Speedwell.

In late 1959 John sold his share in Speedwell to Graham Hill and 
went to work for the Donald Healey Motor Company, where 
he was manager of ‘Special Equipment’, modifying Sprites for 
race, rally and fast road use. When Healeys decided the London 
end of the operation wasn’t paying, John bought that part of 
their business, and set up on his own as John Sprinzel Racing 
at Lancaster Mews were he went on to produce the successful 
Sebring Sprite Coupé as well as fitting and supplying tuning 
equipment for all manner of BMC cars. John also won the British 
Rally Championship in a Sprite in this year.

John did make rare appearances in Works Minis. 1960 saw John 
in a Works 850 driving TJB 199 on the Tulip, finishing 2nd in class 
and three years later he crashed out of the Alpine Rally in 977 ARX 
close to the finish due to a detached steering column. Sprinzel’s 
famous PMO 200 number plate also adorned his Morris Cooper S, 
in which he competed on just a few rallies, including the 1964 RAC. 
John went on to drive lots of privately owned Sprites, MG’s, also for 
Triumph, Rover, and independently for Saab, Mercedes and Peugeot 
etc. He wrote several books, enjoyed a career as a freelance 
journalist, was instrumental in the planning of the World Cup rallies, 
and commentated for televised rallycross, in fact there were very 
few things John didn’t get involved in and he even became a world 
class wind surfer in his retirement!

Sprinzel was born in October 1930 in Berlin and three years later 
moved with his family to England. He was educated in Finchley 
London, trained as a printer and then spent his National Service in 
the RAF being trained as a pilot. He returned to Civvy Street and 
became a production manager at a printing firm until 1957. Despite 
having little interest in cars, boats and motorcycles being his passion, 
he entered his first rally - the RAC, after borrowing his mother’s car 
under false pretences, his mother only finding out when she saw a 
familiar car appear on the TV coverage! 

The Sprinzel Racing team,Lancaster Mews, 1960

Open day for customers, 1961. Centre with hands in pockets is 1961 saloon champion John Whitmore with TMO 840
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Despite now living in Hawaii John does get over to the UK from time to 
time and a couple of years ago gave an interview for online magazine ‘Mews 
News’ all about his days at Lancaster Mews with John Sprinzel Racing, which 
they have kindly allowed me to reproduce here. Over to John...

Mews News
“We started our tuning business – John Sprinzel Racing Ltd, in 1960 in the 
old stable on the ground floor of 32 Lancaster Mews. Many famous names 
connected with racing cars had been there at some time or other, all 
overlooked by the headquarters of England’s Football Association. There 
were also three brothels, the Stables drinking club, and two Members of 
Parliament; Conservative Jeffrey Archer and Socialist Les Huckfield.

The brothels closed quite soon after our arrival, and the house of one, 
which was bought by a stockbroker acquaintance, still had a cupboard 
full of whips and chains, though I suspect this is more information than 
you want to hear. Gulio Ramponi tuned Alfa Romeos with skills learned 
as race car driver Tazio Nuvolari’s riding mechanic, Alf Brown, laboured 
over many of London’s elegant Alvis cars, while Bill Moss roared up 
and down the Mews in one or other of his ex Prince Bira’s vintage ERA 
racers. From another lockup, Malcolm Clube seemed to be selling 
most of the very evil looking Porsche Speedsters in town. There was 
also an American voice coach, Chuck Mallet, who lived opposite to our 
workshops, and the steady flow of film and stage stars getting training 
for an upcoming role which involved singing, certainly added some 
flavour to this unusual place. 

The character of the mews even appealed to Brian Robbins who ran 
that wonderful BBC motoring programme ‘Wheelbase’ and got me 
to interview the automotive element of this motoring Mecca to fill 
an entire half hour of one of his shows. That you entered the narrow 
cobblestone lane between a pub and a betting shop in Craven Terrace 
was not lost on the viewers.

Originally the premises stabled the horses and carriages for the prestigious 
homes in Lancaster Gate, and the apartments above no doubt housed the 
grooms. The top floor hay loft had a central shaft through the building to 
deposit the day’s feed down to the horses below, and a fully opening top 
floor doorway with the device for hauling the bales of hay into the attic, 
and was all very picturesque. I managed to buy one of these houses, with 
a great deal of help from my bank manager together with the owner’s 
personal mortgage for fifteen thousand pounds. It recently sold it for two 
million pounds, and the last time I visited London, the entire street seemed 
to have changed into a very upper class residential district.

Over the years I bought a total of six of the premises, the last one from our 
original landlady for twenty-five thousand pounds and I had moved into one 
of the flats above the showroom. Eventually though, I sold off all of them 
and retained long leases on the ground floor workshops and showrooms as 
the best way to keep rents to a minimum, but I do sometimes wonder if I 
should have concentrated on mews properties and given up on the motor 
trade, which was always something of a headache.

Somehow or other we attracted a large number of characters from the film 
and music scene, who liked to have their cars done out in special colours 
and with fancy trim and sound systems. With all that extra added weight, 
they naturally had to have the cars tuned up a bit, though most of them 
never drove out of London. They also liked their privacy for which the 
Mews was really ideal as there were no gawkers passing by. Our mechanics 
soon became quite blasé at the appearance of yet another ‘star’. However, 
when Ursula Andress bought a Mini Cooper from us, there wasn’t a single 
employee who didn’t at least peer around the workshop or office doors to 
see this beauty come to collect her car. Among other visitors were the ‘Girl 
from Uncle’ star, Stefanie Powers, Susannah York, Sarah Lawson, Isobel 
Black, Patrick Allen and ‘Deadwood’ star Ian McShane. 

Tessa Wyatt actually lived in the mews so husband-to-be Tony 
Blackburn also often drove by in his E type, and Michael Crawford, well 
before his ‘Phantom’ days, while he was still doing his regular soliloquy 
on ‘That Was the Week That Was’, bought his modest Morris 1100 in 
for service. When we had our annual Christmas party in the showroom, 
some of our regular customers took part and the Walker Brothers and 
Peter and Gordon even brought their guitars.

Brian Jones, one of the founders of the Rolling Stones, turned up one 
afternoon with a bunch of folks in a huge open American car – a Cadillac I 
believe, but I don’t think he remembered much of why he was there as he 
appeared well out of it. Ringo Starr tried to sell me his Facel Vega, but you 

Sprinzel in Works Mini on the 1960 Tulip Rally, finished 2nd 
in class

Crashing out of the 1963 Alpine Rally in 977 ARX

Clocking in on the 1964 RAC Rally



20 | www.minicooper.org

Pete Flanagan

can imagine that was not on the top of our ‘cars to buy’ list. We even built a 
very special Mini Moke for the Dave Clark Five movie ‘See How They Run’.

I do believe that the downfall of motoring activity in Lancaster Mews 
began when yellow lines were painted around both sides of the 
cobblestoned road and parking wardens became a part of our day – 
and our overheads. I did try and resist by lying in the road to prevent 
the dreaded yellow liner machine from doing its job, and even the 
Times newspaper covered this small rebellion, but they just painted 
around my prone body. I am fortunate to now live on the tiny Pacific 
Island of Molokai, with just sixty miles of paved road and absolutely 
no problems with traffic or parking, but there is no doubt that our 
years in ‘The Mews’were as exciting and fulfilling as anything one 
could ever wish for.”

John Sprinzel

Service crew kept busy on the 1964 RAC Rally

John’s famous Sebring Sprite, Lancaster Mews, 1962

Cathy McGowan collects her new Sprinzel prepared Mini 
Automatic for £672, 1968

Some of the excellent (and now very sought after!) Sprinzel rally 
seats sold in the mid 60’s

Actress Ursula Andress collects her tastefully modified LHD 
Cooper S from John Sprinzel, August 1966
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
Cars & Car Conversions Feb 1972

This is a bit of a cross over from my Ex-
Works article here but I was handed 

a copy of CCC by Dave Cook at the 
NEC Classic Motor Show as it had a nice 
feature on OBL 45F, the Ex-Works Mk2 
Cooper S owned at that time by Tom Seal, 
so I thought it more appropriate to be an 
Archive article. Now owned by Ronnie 
White, the car had passed through several 
hands after this article was written. Back 
then, Tom Seal was a sprightly lad of just 
25 and had cut his teeth rallying locally in 
a Morris 1000 and graduated to a Mini but 

hankered after a Works car. That would remain just a dream until an 
inheritance allowed him to buy OBL 45F. 

OBL 45F was sold from Abingdon to Phil Cooper, who imminently 
entered the car on the 1970 Circuit of Ireland, where disaster struck 
and he rolled the car, end over end when the hydro got out of sync on 
the yumps. The hydro, set up for racing, had restrictor taps fitted which 
didn’t work in a rally car very well – with dire consequences. Phil built 
up a replacement shell, retaining what he could from the Works shell, 
such as the aluminium panels and Perspex – but now with conventional 
hydro. Phil did the 1970 RAC and finished well in 15th place. He then 
sold the car on to George Paxton who used it on a few events.

Tom Seal bought the car from George Paxton and when he bought 
it, it had a near perfect rolling shell and a 5 port engine. Trouble was, 
Tom hankered after an alloy 8 port head. These were now coming on 
stream, out of Special Tuning, and were the thing to have – at a price. 
The beauty of the head was it could be fitted with Webers, if space 
allowed or fuel injection or four Amel carbs, if space was restricted. 
As a group 2 car was planned, the large air box for the Webers was 
discounted, as was the complexity of fuel injection, so the head was 
fitted with the Amel set up. Back then, the head cost £230 with the 
Amels adding another £80 (what a bargain!!)
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Tom saved the internals from the original 5 port engine such as 
crank, rods and timing gear but used a new thick wall block, bored 
+20 and built the engine himself, having made good use of his 
sponsor’s, Parkside Garages’ - the Austin-Morris dealers - ties with 
Special Tuning to get a large discount on all the Special Tuning parts 
he needed. What Tom produced, according to the CCC report, 
was an incredibly powerful engine with massive torque, which, 
with its 4.1 diff, would pull cleanly in top gear at 2,000rpm and 
power on up to 8,500 in top. The 8 port full race cam seemed well 
suited to the engine to make it easy to drive with no low down 
fuss. It was estimated that the car easily gave the 118bhp that 



Abingdon claimed it should have, although Will 
Sparrow, who also tested the car, said it was 
just as powerful as his Clubman, which was 
pushing out 128bhp on a similar set up. With 
an all straight cut gear box, drop gears and diff, 
the noise level was noted as extremely high 
and driving manners, because of the Salisbury 
limited slip diff (love ’em or hate ’em) on 
Dunlop SP44’s was said to be, well, demanding! 
When the car was changed onto Goodyear 
Rally Specials, designed for tarmac, the handling 
was transformed.

To stop all this forward motion, the brakes 
were fitted with DS11 front pads and VG95 
rear shoes but not servo assisted, due to 
space constraints and the difficultly of having a 
vacuum take off from the four individual Amel 
carbs, each with their own inlet manifold – that 
would have been a technical challenge to say 
the least. The suspension, still on hydro, used 
red displacers at the front with adjustable 
competition Armstrong dampers and blue 
displacers at the rear with stronger helper 
springs plus Aeon extra bump rubbers all round.

The plans were for the car to be used on all 
of the Motoring News road rallies in 1972 
plus the three home Internationals. The car 
was finished in Parkside Garage dark blue and 
orange paint work rather than the Works red 
and white as can be seen in the photo of the car. 
Accompanying the article is the list of parts that 
went into the build, with part numbers and retail 
prices – the list comes to a whopping £842, 
which in today’s money would be around £7,500 
worth of bits, so serious stuff.

Austin Magazine

Once again we have another issue of Austin 
Magazine sent in from Neil Anderson, from 
April 1968, this time with the glamorous actress 
Charlotte Rampling on the front cover with 
her dark blue Mini Cooper S. For those not 
familiar with this delightful British actress, who 
was often seen on the TV and the silver screen, 
she was also a very talented sports woman and 
also spoke four languages at the ripe old age of 
just 25 and much in demand. The roving Austin 
magazine reporter had been dispatched to 
Chelsea, where Charlotte had a flat, to interview 
her about her Mini ownership. Charlotte began 
her Mini ownership with a yellow Mini, and then 
graduating to a green and white Mini Cooper, 
she was now the proud owner of a dark blue 
Cooper S – all three bought secondhand.  The 
Cooper S was both customised and modified 
and as they journeyed down The Kings Road she 
felt the Cooper S was classless and could fit in 
anywhere. Also, of course, the car was ideally 
suited to zip in and out of the busy London 
traffic. The journey around London, via the car 
wash, where the open driver’s window managed 
to drown both the car and the actress, was 
otherwise uneventful.  No details of the actual 
car are known as the car’s registration was 
carefully hidden from view. No doubt somebody 
out there will know where this car is now.

Robert Young
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Sandown 6 Hour revisited

From the odd and sometimes helpful accessories to the top end 
tuners, the 1960s Mini enthusiast had a great choice. It really just 

came down to budget and taste – although sometimes both were lacking. 

Here’s some product catalogue covers and single pages from each of  3 
serious UK players during the period. Sent to enquiring enthusiasts or 
handed out at the annual Racing Car Show. Oh for a time machine…   

Stephen Dalton 
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

One of Hampshire 
based SPQR’s more 
useful items – 7s 6d  
(37.5p) in the day
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Race Engines ‘Prices from £155’ – Yes, 50 years of inflation, but show that to your current engine builder folks

The Masters of their craft
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The Tynedale Rally – the perfect rally for novices
By Richard Derrick

The Tynedale Rally operates as part of the Northumberland Borders 
Rally in the form of an event for Novices. With my Navigator, Rob 

Duley, we were making our second attempt at the job.

Weather was fine on the day but there had been a lot of rain and so the 
roads were greasy. We arrived prior to our allotted scrutineering time 
and had a coffee at the Vallum.The Vallum (www.vallumfarm.co.uk), were 
allowing us to use their facilities for the day and what facilities they were. 
There was a teashop/ice cream parlour, a separate deli and patisserie, 
along with a butchers and a restaurant. The only drawback to this was 
my navigator weighing the car down with purchases. The Vallum is also 
of historic importance as it is just off the military road close to Hadrians 
Wall. So, more Roman remains than you can shake a steering arm at.

After scrutineering we toddled off to Corbridge, which is another 
historic Roman town, and had yet another cup of coffee. After a brief 
walk around the town we set off back for the briefing.

At 1.30, cars started to set off for the auto tests which made up the first 
part of the event. The tests are always great fun and are the same for 

all competitors. The first test was fairly compact but offered a variety 
of surfaces, a bit of reversing and a 360 thrown in. Interestingly, we had 
two attempts at this test which allowed us to right some wrongs! 

Next test was a straight blast down a muddy track with a few slalom 
cones at the start and the finish, and although very slippery it was great 
fun. This was where the Dunlop SP44’s came into their own giving us 
some reasonable grip.

The third test was alongside the A69 on a piece of old road. Right from 
the start we were into some nifty hand braking and a passable attempt 
at a “Sweeney” like J Turn, (in my head anyway). Again we got two goes 
at this test. 

The final test was at another farm and involved some speed work 
coupled with an interesting sprint round the farm buildings complete 
with cattle. It was here, right at the end, we dropped some marks. 
The road was particularly slippery and in this instance the Dunlops 
gave us minimal assistance as we slithered over the stop astride by a 
gnat’s whisker.

With much cursing from me after my error, we drove back to the 
Vallum to have some tea and await the night navigation section. 
Whilst consuming another latte, the interim results were posted and 
it appeared we were lying second overall after the tests, which put a 
smile on our faces.

At about 6.30pm the navigation part of the event got underway. As the 
Tynedale is for novices, our navigation was much simpler compared to 
the ‘grown ups’, in the Borders Rally section. The road conditions were 
damp in places with patches of mist to contend with as well. In the more 
remote parts of the course the roads were muddy and leaf strewn.

With only a couple of very minor detours we managed to arrive at the 
finish in the Battlesteads Hotel, Wark, having lost about 12 minutes. As 
we were first to arrive we nabbed a comfy seat by the fire after first 
visiting the loo. All that coffee caught up with me and I had been gritting 
my teeth for two hours as my navigator is far too competitive to stop.

After the buffet was demolished it was time for the raffle. A good 
selection of prizes with some from our sponsor www.ybracing.
co.uk, who did us proud again with goody bags for the winners as 
well. No lavender bath salts though, which I thought was a legal 
requirement in any raffle?

Once the results had been fine-tuned the prize giving started and we 
were pleased to find we had won the Tynedale. My navigator received 
his fine looking trophy, but mine was a little broken after Niall used it 
as a chock whilst changing a wheel on his Peugeot back at the Vallum.

Niall Cook and the rest of the organisers and sponsors need a big thank 
you for putting on such a great event. We certainly will be having a 
crack at the Borders next year.

So, if you have ever thought about having a go at something 
competitive then the Tynedale Rally is the one for you. However, if 
you already have the necessary skills then step up to the Borders 
Rally. Great people, well organised, challenging and with fantastic 
roads and historic scenery. What’s not to like?

Graeme Cornthwaite and Ali Proctor won the main event ahead of 
Andy Brookes and Andy Pullan.  Russ and Wendy Mason took top 
honours in the Newcomer section.

Richard Derrick

www.northumberlandbordersrally.co.uk

26 | www.minicooper.org



Mini Cooper Register | 27

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

  

 

BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: 01342 315009      E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

To view our complete stock visit our website www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 
Roof Rack Twin Spare 

Wheel (complete) 

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

Competition Semi Synthetic Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50
 

Specially formulated for the Mini combined engine and gearbox application
 

Authorised distributor.

Telephone 01984 629540
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From Binton it started, not Harrogate!   - 
Warwickshire Weekend away By Cliff Porter

1971 was a very special year for me, but I won’t go there except to 
mention the RAC Rally as the route around the UK included the 

North East.  Did you know that Willy Cave and Brian Culcheth came 
21st overall in a Morris Marina that year?  The overall winner was Stig 
Blomquist in a Saab. I digress.

The Northumberland Borders/Tynedale Rallies were the same weekend 
in November 2014 as the Classic Car Show at the NEC and Wales Rally 
GB hence the title of this article. Who remembers the Rally film “From 
Harrogate it started?  Several members of the Warwickshire region 
who are also members of the Redditch & District Car Club got together 
to enter in the event.  

The format of the event caters for all levels of incompetence; sorry I 
mean experience, and is principally for members of the Mini Cooper 
Register.  Only Mini saloons are allowed but it is open to other 
selected car clubs.  Niall Cook, of the Northumberland & Durham 
region, leads the organizing team, which includes many members 
of local motor clubs who are very supportive and provide fantastic 
support as marshals.

Talking of local motor clubs, Team Red Ditch had 5 cars entered, 4 
crews were members of the MCR with one HRCR crew.  They were: 
Derek & Nick Wilkins in a 1962 Mini Cooper, Stephen Reynolds & 
Stuart Lamb in a 1961 Morris Mini, Cliff Porter & Peter Machin in a 
1971 Mini Cooper S and finally with recent new members Russ & 

Wendy Mason in a 1972 BL Mini.  HRCR members Andy Brookes & 
Andy Pullan were in a 1969 Mk2 Cooper and were part of the team.

Two cars were refurbished since the 2013 event and a third was bought 
in August 2014 and prepared for the event.   Navigator preparation 
can include a trip to the Rally website to review previous routes and 
instruction for the relevant classes, Expert, Newcomer and Beginners.

Cliff Porter & Peter Machin entered a Mk3 ‘S’. A funny thing happened 
on the way to take part in the St Nicholas parade in Alcester in 
December 2013 – emergency action following brake failure resulted 
in a damaging trip into a ditch, thankfully without personal injury.  Not 
content to limit repairs the damaged panels, the car was stripped, 
several new panels fitted, roll cage mounts strengthened, door bars 
fitted, new brakes, suspension, shock absorbers, new wiring loom and 
a full respray in Glacier White.   Frantic reassembly work began at the 
end of August.  A fresh MOT and a rolling road session at Southam 
Mini & Metro Centre the week before the rally ensured that the car 
was ready.  MSA Licence issues meant that they had to take part in the 
Tynedale Rally as beginners.

New members, Russell & Wendy Mason, joined the Register as they 
were keen to take part in the event after hearing about the fun other 
members had in 2013.  Their car has an interesting history as it was 
prepared and used for a charity rally event, finished in white with faded 
Day-Glo orange areas!  Not one to shy away from preparing a car for 
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5 tow cars, 5 trailers & 5 Minis 
at the accommodation



COMPETITION

an event, Russell sourced a roll cage, high back seats, fitted new front 
mechanics, including disc brakes, electrics  etc.  The MSA stipulates 
that cars must be in factory colours or a single colour so the car was 
resprayed Snowberry White with a black roof. Russell and Wendy were 
entered in the Newcomers Class.

The 3rd car was entered by Derek & Nick Wilkins and used the 
engine removed from their Cox GTM which was fitted with a Weber 
carburetor.  They had installed twin H4’s in the Cooper with a different 
exhaust system.   Nick took the car to Southam Mini & Metro Centre 
to have it set up on the rolling road.   An interesting experience and 
so much fun watching Colin work his magic.  Nick & Derek won the 
Newcomers class in 2013 so were Experts in 2014.  It was quite a 
challenge for them.

The 4th car was the Mini of regulars Steve Reynolds and Stuart Lamb 
in the Experts class. After teething problems with the hydrolastic 
suspension displacers during the 2013 season the car was converted to 
dry suspension.  It has since been reliable during the 2014 season.  

Northumberland is a long way from the Midlands so the teams 
decided to take their cars up on trailers.  Wendy identified and 

booked local accommodation for 5 cars, 5 trailers, 5 Minis and 
10 people for the weekend; that was the order as secure parking 
was very necessary.   After an excellent dinner at a local Hotel 
and a good night’s rest on the Friday night the crews assembled at 
Vallum Farm on the Military Road, East Wallhouses for signing on 
and scrutineering.  Oh yes, and a full English breakfast in the farm’s 
excellent tea room.   

The format for the event was a number of tests during the 
afternoon followed by a navigational rally in the evening.  Local MSA 
scrutineer,  Bernie Surtees, was very helpful and instructive when 
undertaking his task and always willing to explain the MSA vehicle 
rules, especially the safety aspects.

During the afternoon cars were started at 2 minute intervals.  There 
were 6 tests.  Tests 1 & 2 were run consecutively at a local farm 
using a mixture of surfaces, concrete, tarmac, grass and gravel.  Test 
3 was longer with some faster sections on mainly loose surface farm 
tracks.   Tests 4 & 5 involved a reverse J turn flick and careful passage 
through a combination of cones, a pile of discarded road stones, a 
discarded local wall stone pile and a gateway approached on slippery 
mud, to stop astride the finish line!  Test 6 – ‘Willie Rutherford’ was 
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particularly challenging, 3 sheets defined 
the correct route using internal farm tracks, 
yards & roadways plus a steep down ramp – 
cautioned!

Crews returned to Vallum Farm for tea 
before collecting the night route instructions 
10 minutes before the start time at 18:30hrs.  
Cars departed at 1 minute intervals for the 
night section. The overall event had 2 routes, 
a shorter one for the 4 Tyndale Rally novice 
entrants, and a longer one for the Experts and 
Newcomers in the Northumberland Borders 
Rally.  Each category had different instructions 
with the Novice crews having marked maps.

The next part is a report from Cliff & Peter on the Tyndale Rally as I hope 
it will encourage more members to use their cars and experience what 
current Mini Cooper Register members’ rallying is about.   Niall has been 
running these events for a few years now and with his enthusiastic team 
do provide first class route instructions for all levels of experience. The 
envelope containing all the marked maps is opened on the start line; OS 
maps need not be used.  Identified on the handout map is the route, Not 
as Map code board locations, Route checks, quiet sections and passage 
controls; and CAUTIONS!!!  

A sample of the marked map route is included with this article so that 
you can follow Cliff & Peter as they progress from STC7 to STC8 The 
route included a NAM code board, 3 Passage controls, and a Route Check 
code board.  Each code board was a modern reflective number plate with 
location identity and number of character on plate.  Code boards were not 
always facing the direction of approach!  A helphos or roof lamp would have 
helped!  Immediately after the NAM code board on this section was a crest 
which was Caution!!, ‘take care at next white road – crested road,  and for 
the beginners Caution crest.’

Russ Mason commented on Facebook “Fantastic weekend on the Borders rally in 
Hexham, great result 6th overall, 1st in class and best Newcomers.   A Big thank 
you to Richard Pegg, Nick Wilkins, Charlie, Jack and Wendy Mason for all their 
help in getting the Mini ready in time and to Tony Brown for the expert navigation 
tuition with Wendy which helped us to achieve the great result, albeit we nearly 
ended the event early on a blind crest landing very heavily on 2 wheels on the 
drivers side. Fortunately, the car decided to stay on all four wheels rather than its 
roof which was where I thought we were going. Brilliant company as well and glad 
all the cars came back in one piece. Here’s to next year.”

Cliff Porter
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Sunday 29th March, 2015

The Mini Cooper Register will be attending this 
event and has reserved space for 20 cars.

If you would like to represent the club 
and are willing to display your car
Please contact Ken Hunter, 
Thames Valley Region

Contact Ken Hunter on   
01344 772446
email  kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com

Mini Day 
at 

Brooklands 
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Northumberland Borders Rally – The organiser’s view
By Niall Cook

For its’ seventh running, the Borders, and its’ sister event the Tynedale rally 
for novices, returned to the familiar surroundings of the Tyne Valley for a 

113 mile route on OS maps 80, 87 and 88.  The format was the same as used 
in 2013,  the event being divided into two sections – the first leg involving 
special tests on private land during the day and second, a navigational rally 
in the lanes after dark.  The venue for both the start and the rest halt was 
Vallum Farm, just of the Military road in East Wallhouses, while the finish 
was the Battlesteads Hotel in Wark, between Hexham and Bellingham.  The 
weather conditions were good, dry and mild, but heavy rain in the days 
leading up to the event meant the roads were very slippery. 

Competitors were provided with diagrams showing the detail of the tests at 
Signing On.  This gave them plenty of time to digest the information before 
the first car was away just after 1.30pm.  In all, there were six tests at four 
different venues, all of which were within a stone’s throw of the Vallum.  
The first, named after the famous welsh rally man Alun Rees, involved crews 
tackling a fairly intricate course around cones set out in a yard at Harlow Hill 
Farm a couple of miles to the east of Vallum Farm.  After completing two 
runs in quick succession (tests 1 &2) they then departed for the next venue, 
a dog-legged and extremely slippery ‘white’ leading to nearby Northside 
Farm named after Motoring News legend Will Sparrow (test 3).  This was 
followed by two goes at a course set out on an old road alongside the A69 
that was called ‘Jim Rockford’, in view of the J-turn crews were asked to 
perform shortly after leaving the start line (tests 4&5).  Finally, there was a 
blast around nearby Whittle Farm named after Willie Rutherford, the well-
known rally driver in the 1970s and 1980s that just also happened to be the 
landowner’s cousin (test 6).  This took in a mixture of surfaces and presented 
a variety of challenges to crews, not least for them to find the correct route 
to be taken in and around the farm buildings. 

After the final test, crews then headed back via petrol at Heddon-on-the-Wall 
to Vallum Farm for the rest break where they had the opportunity to see the 
penalties from this first leg of the rally.  Leading the field at this stage were 
winners of the 2013 event, Experts Graeme Cornthwaite and Ali Proctor, 
followed by Novices, Richard Derrick and Robert Duley and Newcomers, 
Keith Proudfoot and James Heron.

In terms of the individual test times, Russell and Wendy Mason came out best 
on ‘Alun Rees’ with 1 minute 9 seconds of penalties, Derrick/Duley collected 
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the honours on ‘Will Sparrow’ with 1 minute 37 seconds, Cornthwaite/
Proctor nailed ‘Jim Rockford’ with an incredible time of 1 minute 6 
seconds and Andy Brookes and Andy Pullan had least penalties on 
‘Willie Rutherford’ with 3 minutes 39 seconds. 

On into the evening and the second leg of the rally took crews south of 
the Tyne via Newton, Bywell, Broomley, Healey and Juniper to STC4 
near Hexham.  In difficulty straight away were first time expert crew 
Derek and Nick Wilkins who struggled with the herringbone navigation 
on the very first section, dropping 13 minutes to STC1 and collecting 
a fail.  Fellow experts Brookes/Pullan also picked up an early fail by 
incorrectly recording the detail of a route check on the next section, 
which took in the ford at New Ridley, while former winners of the 
Newcomer class, Stephen Reynolds and Stuart Lamb, lost nine minutes 
between STC3 and STC4 that involved ‘in on the first colour, out on the 
last colour’ style of navigation.  Time losses by Newcomer and Novice 
crews on this part of the rally were generally smaller, the exception 
being Proudfoot/Heron who dropped a hefty 19 minutes en route from 
STC2 to STC3.

After a neutral through Hexham to NTC5, the route then headed north 
via Oakwood, Codlaw Hill and the military road to STC6 in a ‘Not As 
Map’ near the village of Wall.  In the wars again were Reynolds/Lamb 
who dropped another nine minutes and picked up three fails while 
they fixed a faulty coil on their car.  The next section to STC7 near 

Fourstones also caused the experts, Paul Metcalfe and Stuart Wright, 
as well as Peter Humphrey and Graham Couser, some difficulty, these 
crews dropping 12 and 11 minutes respectively.  Some of the route 
checks on this section were, however, very tricky to find, as was the 
slot to Lincoln Hill, the only loop on it.  After STC7 the route then went 
north towards Simonburn via the triple gated road at Sharpley.  This 
passed more or less without incident, although was largely skipped by 
Mason/Mason, presumably due to concerns over lateness.   
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From STC8 at Glen Ridley, there were three 
back-to-back relatively short sections taking 
crews to MTC4 just shy of Wark.  There 
weren’t great chunks of time to be lost here 
but the tight and twisty nature of the roads 
in this area, coupled with very slippery roads 
and limited opportunity to make up time, 
was enough to tip those close to lateness 
over the edge.  This included all three of the 
Newcomers and Novices Rebecca and Jules 
Harrison, although they’d done extremely well 
to get that far without going OTL, given it was 
their first event.  This part of the route also saw 
front-runners Cornthwaite/Proctor drop their 
only time of the second leg of the rally - two 
minutes between STC8 and STC9 compared to 
rivals Brookes/Pullan who only lost a minute. 

The final third of the event lay mainly to the 
north of Wark and took in sections around 
Bellingham and Birtley.  It involved crews tackling 
some of the best and most infamous roads on 
the rally, not least the Sundaysight yellow that 
has been used in days gone by many a rally.  It 
also required navigators to switch back and forth 
between map 87 and map 80, which they had 
been provided with as a handout at NTC11.  
Notable casualties on this final part were 
Proudfoot/Heron who, after getting to STC13 at 
Birks, missed the slot right that would take them 
over Thorneyburn Common yellow to STC14 
and got their car well and truly stuck on a bank 
whilst reversing putting them out of the event.  
Reynolds/Lamb’s luck also ran out when they 
inadvertently booked a minute over at NTC16 
on the outskirts of Bellingham.

At the finish, with 12 minutes and 11 seconds of 
time penalties and one fail, Graeme Cornthwaite 
and Ali Proctor were convincing winners ahead 
of Andy Brookes and Andy Pullan with 24 
minutes and 35 seconds plus two fails.  Results 
for the Newcomers were more difficult to work 
out but on the basis of completing more of the 
route, Russell and Wendy Mason were deserving 
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Car no. Driver Club Navigator Club Car Total

1 Graeme 
Cornthwaite

KLMC Ali Proctor HMC Morris Mini 00:10:11

12 Richard 
Derrick

MCR Robert Duley MCR Austin Cooper S 00:11:05

9 Keith 
Proudfoot

MCR James Heron H Rover Cooper 00:11:32

3 Andy 
Brookes

HRCR Andy Pullan HRCR Austin Cooper 00:11:35

2 Paul 
Metcalfe

MA Stuart Wright MA BL Mini 00:11:45

4 Peter 
Humphrey

B Graham 
Couser

B Austin Cooper 00:12:29

14 Jim 
Drake

MCR Beth Drake MCR Austin Cooper S 00:12:36

8 Philip Brent MCR Graham 
Robinson

MCR Austin Mini 25 00:12:41

10 Russell 
Mason

MCR Wendy 
Mason

MCR BL Mini 00:12:42

5 Stephen 
Reynolds

MCR Stuart Lamb MCR Morris Mini Minor 00:13:07

7 Jeff Pratt MCR Geoff 
Fletcher

H Austin Cooper 00:14:14

11 Sally-Ann 
Hewitt

MCR Mark Lewis MCR BL Mini Clubman 00:15:21

6 Derek 
Wilkins

MCR Nick Wilkins MCR Morris Cooper 00:15:27

13 Cliff Porter MCR Peter Machin MCR Morris Cooper S 00:15:39

15 Rebecca 
Harrison

HA Juilan 
Harrison

MCR BL Mini 00:17:02

Borders

Tynedale

Positions after Leg 1
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Total Time Cards Tests Overall Total

Car 
no.

Driver Club Navigator Club Car Time Fails Time Fails

1 Graeme Cornthwaite KLMC Ali Proctor HMC Morris Mini 00:02:00 1 00:10:11 00:12:11 1

2 Paul Metcalfe MA Stuart Wright MA BL Mini Retired MTC4 00:11:45 Retired

3 Andy Brookes HRCR Andy Pullan HRCR Austin Cooper 00:13:00 2 00:11:35 00:24:35 2

4 Peter Humphrey B Graham Couser B Austin Cooper 00:28:00 3 00:12:29 00:40:29 3

5 Stephen Reynolds MCR Stuart Lamb MCR Morris Mini Minor 00:30:00 18 00:13:07 OTL 18

6 Derek Wilkins MCR Nick Wilkins MCR Morris Cooper 00:28:00 37 00:15:27 OTL 37

7 Jeff Pratt MCR Geoff Fletcher H Austin Cooper Did not start Leg 2 00:14:14 Retired

8 Philip Brent MCR Graham Robinson MCR Austin Mini 25 00:27:00 16 00:12:41 OTL 16

9 Keith Proudfoot MCR James Heron H Rover Cooper 00:30:00 3 00:11:32 OTL 3

10 Russell Mason MCR Wendy Mason MCR BL Mini 00:19:00 19 00:12:42 OTL 19

11 Sally-Ann Hewitt MCR Mark Lewis MCR BL Mini Clubman Did not start Leg 2 00:15:21 Retired

12 Richard Derrick MCR Robert Duley MCR Austin Cooper S 00:12:00 0 00:11:05 00:23:05 0

13 Cliff Porter MCR Peter Machin MCR Morris Cooper S 00:30:00 1 00:15:39 00:45:39 1

14 Jim Drake MCR Beth Drake MCR Austin Cooper S 00:16:00 1 00:12:36 00:28:36 1

15 Rebecca Harrison HA Juilan 
Harrison

MCR BL Mini OTL 3 00:17:02 OTL 3

Borders

Tynedale

Final standings
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winners at what was their first attempt at the event, while on the Tynedale, 
Richard Derrick and Robert Duley followed up their excellent performance 
on the tests by winning it with 23 minutes and 5 seconds and no fails.

Our thanks to all the marshals for doing a terrific job on the day and 
making sure everything ran smoothly, to Roger Dinning, David Crichton 
and Richard Lockey for being kind enough to let us loose on their land, 
to Berwick and Whickham Motor Clubs for the loan of cones and 
timing clocks and to YBracing, as well as Vallum Farm, for sponsoring 

the event and for contributing so much on the day.  And last but not 
least, a big thank you to everyone that took part.

Niall Cook.

www.northumberlandbordersrally.co.uk

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Northumberland-Borders-
Rally/292931404194573



HERO Throckmorton Challenge 2014
By Richard Derrick

We made it to scrutineering in time and 
subsequently sorted all our paperwork at 
Bishampton Golf Course where race control 
was situated. From there we travelled to our 
hotel in Evesham. A couple of beers and some 
fish and chips and we were off to bed. 

I was woken at 3.30am by someone running 
down the street shouting. Now wide awake 
I was subjected to the full arsenal of snores, 
coughs and wheezes coming from the other 
side of the room. Eventually I managed to 
get some sleep by strapping a pillow round 
my ears.

We were up early for breakfast then off to the 
briefing at 7.50am. We were there on time 
but had to hang around until our start time at 
9.49am. We had entered the Clubman’s event 
with 57 cars competing. They ranged from 
a few Minis to a Porsche 356 and an Aston 
Martin DB5.

First task was a regularity which went OK 
then followed by another which didn’t go so 
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I left North Yorkshire in good time and 
travelled to Nottingham to pick up my 

navigator Rob Duley, arriving as planned 
just before 4pm. No sign of Rob, so I’m 
expecting a pretty good reason for being late 
home from work.  He eventually turns up at 
4.45pm with some lame excuse about being 
knocked off his bicycle by two people in a 
hire car. Apparently he was then obliged to 
make a report to the Police who happened to 
be in a van behind him. 

I told him to wash the worst of the blood off, 
grab his pencils and get in the car as we had 
more important concerns such as making 
scrutineering on time.

The journey from Nottingham to 
Throckmorton was uneventful. A stop for 
petrol was made just off the A42. Learning 
lessons from Lejog, we only part filled the 
tanks. This staved off the worst of the petrol 
fumes we had previously experienced, letting 
us travel on headache free and without 
dropping 2 or 3 IQ points.

well. We found ourselves with a couple of 
other competitors stuck behind 3 very large 
tractors on a very narrow lane. No choice 
but to sit it out for a few miles. Following that 
we had to extricate ourselves from the local 
hunt which was attempting to cross the main 
road. These delays inevitably made us late for 
the next checkpoint.

The morning tests went fine despite the 
rain. Throckmorton is the former RAF 
Pershore, so the runway area is quite 
impressive allowing some very large tests to 
be set up. The surface was reasonable but 
plenty of potholes to avoid. It still allowed a 
bit of four wheel drifting which put a smile 
on my face anyway!

At the coffee stop I tried my best to get a little 
‘assistance’ from the powers that be regarding 
the hold ups we faced but apparently it was 
‘force majeure’. Never mind, you have to try 
don’t you?

More tests and a couple more navigation 
exercises followed, the final one being very 
challenging as it was on the airfield itself and 
the timings were very tight.

At one point we found ourselves 18th 
overall but slipped in the final reckoning 
down to 24th. In the Navigation competition 
we came 32nd but in the Auto Tests we 
came 11th. All in all, not a bad result seeing 
as we hadn’t done a competition since 
Lejog last December. The navigation did 
lag behind the auto test result, but perhaps 
being knocked off his bike had upset Rob’s 
internal compass? It certainly wasn’t lack of 
sleep………………!

Richard Derrick

http://www.heroevents.eu/Events/
thethrockmortonchallenge/throckmorton_
challenge_2014/
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

ORX 777F

I can now report that this 1968 
Hopkirk Monte car ORX 777F has 
at last found a new owner. Owned 
since1972 by Richard Holfeld in 
Ireland, it was at some stage going 
to be restored by Ian Grindrod (he 
of Works co-driver fame). Work was 
started and it was partially dismantled 
by the restorer in the early eighties but 
the owner had a change of heart and 
work stopped for a long while whilst he 
made up his mind what he was going to 
do with the car. Subsequently, I believe 
the car was shipped back to Ireland and 

put into storage again around 1992. Despite keen interest by a couple 
of people, Richard could not be tempted to part with the car – now 
at last he has relented.

ORX 777F did languish in storage for a very long time, untouched 
after a brief but busy rally life in Ireland. This car has always been a 
bit of a mystery to me, as it is one of the few Works cars that I’ve 
never seen. I always believed it to be an original car with its original 
bodyshell and still with its split Webers. I also understand it had been 
partially restored at some time or another by Will Sparrow - many 
years ago, so I’m not sure now what condition it is in or what of the 
original car remains. It does have many original features, but the 
fitting of a front cage, at some time in its life, did result in the original 
dashboards being changed.

Dermott Simpson is the new owner of the car and it joins a very 
exclusive collection of fine historic rally cars that he already 
owns including RBL 450F.  Having now seen up to date photos of 
the car, it does look to be in very sound condition. It is a shame 
that the front panel has been lost along the way but other than 
the front wings, that also need to be replaced, Dermott is sure 
the car can be sympathetically restored with almost everything 
being retained. With so few Ex-Works cars still in their original 
bodyshells, it is vital that everything possible is done to ensure the 
body survives and is sympathetically repaired. Dermott tells me 
that the car comes with many boxes of original parts taken from 
the car, wiring loom and such like which suggest that it is pretty 
much complete.  

Dermott plans to restore the car using reliable friends local to him 
and is enlisting the help of Kelvin Sparrowhawk to sort out all of 
the fine details that these Mk2 Works cars have. Kelvin is certainly 
an expert in these later cars, having heavily researched ORX 7F 
when he was planning to build a detailed replica of that car. Sadly, 
changes of plans due to domestic constrains scuppered those 
plans and Kelvin sold all of his valuable parts to Paul Lips, which 
helped him considerably in the build of his ORX 7F. The plan is 
to undertake the work as soon as possible, with the possibility 
of restoring RBL450F at the same time alongside it. The only 
dilemma that remains is to decide whether to build the car as the 
Hopkirk ’68 Monte car or as the ‘68 1000 Lakes version which 
Lars Ytterbring drove. This rally, being its last Abingdon entered 
event, is the more correct thing to do, but I suspect the Monte 
will win through.  Dermott has promised to keep us informed as 
work progresses.

XJB308H restoration

I see from a recent post on good old Facebook, that Phil Cooper’s 
Ex-Works World Cup Clubman XJB 308H is being repainted and 
with that I assume is undergoing some light restoration.  This 
fine car has remained virtually untouched for many years and 
is not often seen. I believe that the last time I saw the car was 
at RaceRetro 2010 when there was a key note display of World 
Cup cars celebrating 40 years since the event was run when the 
car had its World Cup decals and numbers stuck to it. The year 
before, the car was on the large Mini 50 display and was devoid of 
its World Cup stickers.  The under bonnet shots then showed just 
how original the car was and despite that, was in some need of 
tidying – which it may now be getting. 

The car is always interesting to look at as, being virtually untouched 
it has all of the nice Abingdon extras that set these cars apart. The 
additional front radiator and large oil cooler are clearly seen and, of 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Paddy Hopkirk hard at work on the 1968 Monte in ORX 777F

ORX showing the evidence of his post Abingdon use

ORX 777F’s original bodyshell less wings and front panel
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course, these are so much easier to fit within the extra space that a 
Clubman bodyshell provides. Additionally, the car has retained the 
ultra rare Abingdon split Webers which are a wonderful feature of 
this fine car.  It must have been a difficult decision on Phil’s part to 
have the car painted, as I know he was quite content to leave it much 
as it was – to quote “a car is only in its original condition once in its 
life and to destroy that needs careful consideration.”    I do hope that 
we see the car again soon.

OBL 46F information wanted

Paul Stanworth, as I reported recently, is about to embark on re-
building this car and is desperate for any photos or information about 
the car when it was built into the Clubman bodyshell to do the recce 
for the World Cup Rally. This car is quite unique, being painted in 
‘Antelope’ rather than the traditional red and white and photos of 
the car are scarce, largely because the car was doing a recce on its 
own and hence not being photographed competing. There are a few 
photos of it ‘in build’ at Abingdon but Paul is hoping there may be 
other shots around to help him build the car correctly. So far, he has 
been unable to find any interior shots of the car. If anyone has any 
images – or indeed the Build Sheet for the car, do get in touch and I 
will pass anything onto Paul.

Robert Young

XJB308H at Race Retro

XJB308H undergoing some repaint work

Plenty of room for front mounted radiator and large oil cooler 
with the Clubman front

Abingdon split Webers – perhaps the under bonnet area needs a 
bit of a tidy

Any more photos of this car please?
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Webasto sunroof would also need seeing to. The other issue was that 
it had been re-shelled and not very well done at that, although a great 
many of the original parts were present on the car. It sold for £14,700 
including buyers premium which perhaps seems just a shade on the 
expensive side.

Wishing you all a Happy New Year.

Simon Wheatcroft

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Happy New Year to everyone and hope 
you all had a pleasant Christmas.

Values of the MK1 Cooper seem to have 
risen significantly during 2014, and I’m 
guessing the Mk1 ‘S’, whether it would be 
the 970, 1071 or the 1275cc variant, may 
now have been priced way too much for 
some enthusiasts so the natural choice 
would be either the 997 or 998cc Mk1 
Cooper - the rarer 997 seems to be the 
preferred option.

 As the year came to an end, a November 
1962 built 997 Cooper was advertised 
on the USA Ebay auction site. The car 

was an Austin left hand drive model originally built for the USA market 
and, interestingly though, factory painted surf blue with a black roof so 

Barbara Alexander

Cooper S Mk 1 Register

Following on from my last report I had 
a couple of enquiries about the type 
of brake master cylinder on 898 EJB. 
As it turns out I had taken a picture of 
it as it appears to be the original and 
therefore features a slightly different 
design to that normally found on the S. 

The area where the brake pipe 
connects has a different shape to 
the later ones being pretty much the 
same diameter all the way up (giving 
it a dumpier appearance) whereas 
the later ones taper slightly. This 

particular design wasn’t fitted to the 
1071 S for long.

Another original feature on the car is the vertical seam strips. Anyone 
who has recently restored a car and had to replace these will know 
how difficult it is to get the modern versions fitting properly. On the 
photo you can see the correct profile at the waistline for the right 
hand rear strip – note the definite kink which matches the profile 
of the moulding on the body itself. The modern ones are much 
straighter in this area.

A few people got rather excited about a Mk1 Morris 1275 S that 
was on offer at the Anglia Car Auctions sale on November 1st. OPL 
91E is a March 1967 car finished in Island Blue/Old English White 
that had been off the road for some fifteen years. However, my spies 
tell me all was not as it seemed and that apart from needing the sills 
replacing, which was stated in the sale catalogue, it needed a lot 
more work besides – at least inner and outer A panels and the leaking 

Simon Wheatcroft

Early style tall master cylinder

Definite kink in the rear vertical seam strip

Nice original seats and carpets in OPL 91E
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probably a special order. The Cooper now looks to be a project but at 
least the body shell looks to be sound albeit surf blue with an old English 
white roof. I guess that the climate for the past fifty years has been more 
favourable than ours back here in the UK. There seems to be a bit of a 
mix with the interior trim, in that some of it is painted black, and as many 
members know, this was a common trait in the late 1960s and early 1970s. 
Many remedies have been written on how to remove it and restore it back 
to how it should be! Some bits and pieces are also missing, but the addition 
of different coloured boot board brackets may put off some people seeking 
‘originality’. All this aside, the bidding stopped at $13,200 which, to me, 
seems fairly strong and may set a trend for future sale prices for these cars.

Engine bay shed

JLM looking ok from a distance

Look close up and you see the bad rust

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

I’m not sure whether you’ll be reading this 
before or after New Year’s Day but, either 
way, a very happy New Year to everyone, I 
hope you’ve had a good break.

Straight to the register then and some 
good activity to report on this month. New 
member Paul Lorman has registered via 
the website his recent purchase TPE 499F. 
TPE is quite well known to the register and 
appeared as part of the Beaulieu display 
back in 2009 when owned by Tim Moakes. 
A nicely restored car back in 2000/2001, 
TPE is an island blue and snowberry 
white Morris in near standard condition. 
Congratulations on your purchase Paul and 
welcome to the register. 

Next we have a ‘new car’ registered by Roger King again, via the website 
registering system. LMR 933F is another island blue and snowberry white 

Nick Hunter

It has been some time since I mentioned my own 998 project JLM 824D, 
this Morris variant is finished in old English white with a black roof that is 
in dire need of restoration. The car is complete including original engine 
block but with a modified 12g295 cylinder head. The gearbox is still a 3 
synchromesh type but has been replaced with one that originates from 
a 997 Cooper. The car has now been off the road since 1987, and spent 
more time off the road than it has ever spent on the road. The body 
shell is in a very poor state, all four floor pans have rotted through, the 
rear pans cannot now hold any weight, and this was discovered whilst 
stripping the car down during the summer, that standing in the back 
you were suddenly aware that you were slowly being lowered to the 
ground! The drivers’ side ‘A’ pillar at the top has rotted right through to 
the interior. Another weak area is in the engine bay, which, at first glance 
just looks a bit dirty and rusty. However, a closer look at the photos show 
that the nearside bulkhead stiffener has rusted away together with the 
area of bulkhead nearby and this has been caused by water ingress on this 
side of the car. There are also large holes in the front wing, scuttle, inner 
wing and associated closing panels. I dare say that someone at some point 
loved the car to the extent of a tuned engine, wooden Rockee full width 
dash and a Les Leston steering wheel, but what to do now? Perhaps JLM 
could be a possible candidate for a ‘Heritage’ MK1 body shell if, after a lot 
of talk and rumours, they did go into production. This may seem a drastic 
measure to take, but to restore this body shell will require a whole new 
floor and sills, rear panel (holes down the seam strips and the lower 
section has a badly bodged lower section), quarter panels including rotten 
window seams, doors, wings, front panel, roof and not forgetting the ‘A’ 
panels/pillars and front bulkhead. There would not be a lot of the original 
car left once you had replaced all the panels!

That’s all for this month, 
                                  
Barbara Alexander

Roger Kings rebuilt ‘S’ LMR 933F
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car and a close relation to TPE 499F above. A fully restored car this 
and nicely modified with a hot 1340cc engine by Southam Metro Mini 
Centre, giving a stonking 98bhp at the wheels through a single HIF44 
carburettor (twin HS2’S stored away in the garage if ever needed). 
During the restoration Roger took the brave step of cutting the roof and 
installing a Webasto sunroof, he also installed full Eastwood sound and 
heat insulation to keep things civilised during long trips. Suspension wise, 
the hydrolastic has been replaced with a dry fully adjustable set up with 
Hi-Lo’s and Koni shock absorbers. A car rebuilt and modified with long 
distance runs in mind Roger, has so far tackled the 2013 Euroclassic to 
Luxembourg where he says the ‘S’ gave the Jaguar E-types a hard time on 
the twisty track tests. As you can see from the photos, a great car nicely 
modified for the road, thanks for registering Roger.  

And finally, Tony Hoggarth has registered his car, a 1968 tartan red and 
black Morris registered PEY 321. This car is new to the register but 

LMR 933F - Early stages of extensive restoration

LMR 933F interior

LMR 933F - Webasto roof ideal for sunny continental trips
Tony Hoggarths rebuilt ‘S’ PEY 321

LMR 933F engine bay

PEY 321 - pre restoration strip down

PEY 321- Engine bay complete
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Pey 321 -Shell complete

PEY 321 interior with ebay find contour seats

Re-piped displacer by Ian Lewis

Tony has owned it since 2008 when he bought it as a restoration project 
off eBay. The number plate, which originates from Anglesey, is clearly a 
private one which has been with the car since 1973. Tony has ownership 
details back to 1978 and shows that the car has resided most of its life 
in the North West around the Wirral, Mold and Wrexham areas. I must 
admit that the registration does seem familiar but I’ve not managed to 
turn up any archive photos of the car, does anyone remember it? Tony 
has had the car comprehensively restored over the last few years. As you 
can see it needed extensive repairs to the main floor, boot floor, cross 
member, a replacement front end including inner wheel arches, door 
skins and rear panel. These were repaired using panels supplied by Mini 
Machine and British Motor Heritage, and Tony would like to give a special 
thank you to friend John Fenwick for all the welding and panel work. The 
engine was rebuilt by Keith Calver in his workshop which is local to Tony 
and is a mildly tuned 1293cc unit giving 75bhp. 

Suspension has been converted to a dry set up with ‘Hi-lo’ adjustable 
ride height running on a set of Minilife alloys. The interior is pretty 
much standard apart from a rather nice pair of Contour seats, again 
found on e-bay, which Tony says were expensive but cheaper than 
a new pair of replica recliners from Newton Commercial, and an 
aftermarket steering wheel.  A lovely car, thanks to Tony for registering.

Away from the register, I’ve been working on my other classic car 
(you know the one) and needed to have the nitrogen element of the 
displacers recharged as this has leaked out over time and causes a harsh 
ride (bear with me, this is relevant!) A trawl of the internet revealed 
someone close by in Telford who is a qualified welder used to welding 
pressure vessels and with the means and know how to do this on what 
is a sealed unit. Whilst talking to him about this he also mentioned that 
he is able to replace the flexible pipe and pressure test hydrolastic 
displacers. The deal is you send him your old displacer, he re-pipes and 
pressure checks it and then posts back the displacer. The price is £70 
each including the return postage and no cost if the displacer proves 
faulty when pressure tested, in this case the displacer can be returned 
at postage cost. The pipe material is not the original ‘herringbone’ 
style so this may be an issue for some, particularly the fronts where 

the displacer pipes are on display under the bonnet, but a good deal I 
think if you want to retain your original ‘S’ displacers which as we know 
are now extremely scarce and expensive. The contact is Ian Kennedy, 
telephone number 01952 933186 or e-mail kennedy1792@hotmail.

Pipe to displacer body connection
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Rover Cooper Register

With another year having gone by on 
what seems to be fast forward, I find it 
hard to believe that 2015 will celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of the launch of 
the Rover Cooper, 10th July 2015 to 
be precise. Luckily for Rover Cooper 
enthusiasts, MiniWorld magazine has 
meticulously chronicled every new 
announcement, including the many 
offerings from John Cooper Garages, 
since its inaugural `Summer’ issue of 
1991, and Mini Magazine equally so 
from June 1996 onwards. Both get my 
recommendation, and the 1990s back 
issues especially for contemporary 
road test reports.

John Parnell

Cooper Mk 2 Register

In my December report I wrapped up by saying “Well that just 
about wraps up 2014”. Well it hasn’t due to CooperWorld’s 
publication deadline so here I am again.  

So, first things first, Happy New Year to all our members.  I wonder 
what 2015 will be like. What will turn up?  Well, you don’t have to 
wait long because thanks to Peter Barrett something has.  Peter 
contacted me with an enquiry from a MKII owner in Jakarta Indonesia.  
The documentation with the car states that it was imported, in used 
condition, to Indonesia from Japan in 1969.  The chassis number 
provided has a MKII Cooper prefix but the number itself is not in 
the range for a MKII Cooper.  The engine number is correct for a 
4 synchro box but it has an automatic gearbox fitted and a single 
carburettor.  I have never come across an auto MKII Cooper before; 
have you?  The owner seems to think auto transmission was an option.  
If anyone can confirm this I would like to hear from you. The car 
was professionally restored 12 years ago and re-painted Red with a 
white roof.  The crux of the enquiry was to ask for a valuation.  It’s a 
tricky one.  If the car was fitted with an auto box from the factory it is 
probably a bit special.   However, if the car has been in the Far East all 
its life it might be difficult to determine its provenance.  In the end I had 
to tell Peter to advise the owner that it would be difficult for anyone to 
put a value on it from this distance.  In that market, only a professional 
classic car dealer would have any idea.  

Don’t forget, if you have any information on automatic MKII 
Coopers, I would like to hear from you.

I’m afraid that’s about it for the start of 2015, I’m off to do a bit 
of Christmas shopping!! 

Happy Coopering.
 
Graham Robinson

Graham Robinson

Displacer pipe connector

SPQR mystery throttle linkage

SPQR throttle linkage

co.uk, he’s a real enthusiast with a quest to keep hydrolastic/hydragas 
cars on the road, to prove the point he has a personal fleet including; a 
Morris 1100 and 1300, Austin 1800 and 3 litre, and, of course, a Metro! 
I’ve attached a couple of pictures to show the standard of work.

Finally, a neighbour has recently had a garage clearout and gave me 
the throttle linkage/cable guide shown in the photo which he is sure 
was fitted to his Mini Cooper back in the day. It’s an SPQR item; does 
anyone else recognise it or have one fitted?
  
That’s all for now, until next time.

Nick Hunter
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Given the above, can we really be so surprised at the bewildering array 
of conversion plate designations, each new type starting at `0001’ and 
few of them with any obvious specific model identification other than 
the obligatory `S’? As the MCR’s Rover Cooper Registrar, I can also 
testify to the apparent random nature of the numberings. Up until 
1997 the task of identifying the installation date of any conversion was 
all but impossible without the supporting paperwork. Fortunately, 
from that year on, John Cooper Garages added the year prefix to each 
conversion chassis plate - a useful marker if nothing else. 

We have to also remember that alongside everyday servicing, the 
performance tuning of individual cars was just another line of work, be 
it highly specialised. So why would any garage business even consider 
devoting precious resources to maintaining an official Longbridge-
style log of each converted car when the necessary information could 
easily be extracted by interrogating the incumbent sales invoicing 
system?  In truth, it has only become significant because the cars are 
now collectable, the business that did them has closed down, and 
the passage of time has put us in the realms of `if only’. Thankfully, 
judging by the content of letters that have appeared in print and on 
the internet, John Cooper Garages kept excellent records of their 
prototypes and demonstrators, including at least one car I am sure they 
perhaps wish they had kept. But that is another story.

Moving on, but still on the same subject, I recently received an email 
from Mark Swift of Minidivision in Stockport, Cheshire who has 
the responsibility for restoring a customer’s Cooper S Sport 5. This 
particular car is finished in factory Morello Purple / Old English White 
(combination paint code WEP). Mark wanted to know how many Sport 
5’s there are in that colour. Morello Purple is a pearlescent colour that 
replaced the paler pearlescent shade, Amaranth / White Diamond 2 
(combination paint code RKA), in the late summer of 1998. Neither 
was particularly popular with customers, and Morello Purple, being 
even less so, was deleted without being replaced by June 1999. This is 
only the third car in this colour I have on the register and so far the only 
one with a John Cooper conversion of any kind.

Speaking of John Cooper conversions, I read with much interest part 
one of the interview with Chris Dawson in the January 2015 issue of 
Miniworld. Part two appears in their February 2015 publication. Chris 
worked as Service Advisor for John Cooper Garages Ltd from March 
1982, first at Ferring, then East Preston, until the latter closed its doors 
for the last time on 4th August 2006. In between those two dates he 
witnessed the extraordinary rise of John Cooper’s quiet backwater car 
dealership, intended as a semi-retirement venture, into the catalyst that 
would breathe new life into the ageing Mini and spearhead the `John 
Cooper Works’ brand to international status for BMW. 

I am frequently asked how many Rover Cooper performance 
conversions were carried out at John Cooper Garages. Beyond those of 
the publicised limited edition (LE) releases, I have no idea because the 
numbering system kept changing from model to model and even from 
year to year. For example, I know of at least four 1275cc carburettor 
cars that bear the conversion chassis number `0001’, each of them 
because they featured a different modification. 

Chris Dawson also gives a clue about the record keeping of individual 
conversions. When asked how many 998cc Minis received the first 
generation John Cooper tuning kit, he answered: “We never kept 
a record of anything... Whatever chassis plate they picked from the 
stores was the conversion number...They were all engraved together, 
they were invoiced, but nothing was recorded.” Although Chris’s 
comments are not specifically about the 1275cc conversions it is 
perhaps evidence enough to assume that they were no different. 

If you think about it, the variety of conversions carried out at Ferring, 
and latterly East Preston, covered the entire range of Minis from 998cc 
cars to carburettor RSP and Mainstreams, single point injection (Spi) 
and finally multi-point injection (Mpi) models. Within those you also 
have three generations of Spi conversion (if you include the Grand Prix 
LE), plus the multi-point Cooper S Touring, the Cooper S Sport 5, the 
S Works and S Works LE. Much of the work was carried out by John 
Cooper Garages themselves but there were also container loads of `kits’ 
shipped to Japan plus, those despatched for fitment by Rover dealers 
elsewhere in the UK and Europe. Each one came with its own numbered 
chassis plate and matching certificate, but for obvious reasons, no details 
of the vehicle into which it was to be installed. And just to add a further 
twist, in addition to the brand new vehicles supplied directly by John 
Cooper Garages, many customers also brought their existing cars in for 
conversion, a good few of them in far from new condition. 

`S 7’ - conversion plates difficult to date until...

Conversion decals came in a choice of colour coding (see text)...JCG started using year prefixes like the one here.

Rare Morello Purple Cooper Sport 5 getting a makeover
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Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

It’s hard to believe that by the time this 
report is read it will have been fifteen 
years since we celebrated the New 
Millennium and from my perspective a 
lot of coach built Minis and Coopers have 
surfaced, helped greatly by the Internet.

To begin I’d like say a big thanks to Justin 
Ridyard, Sally, Graham and those I’ve 
missed for assisting with this year’s MCR 
display at the NEC. Due to commitments 
I could only attend one day, and one day 
at the Classic Car Show  is never enough 
time with so many display halls. I spoke 
with several previous Cooper owners 
who were hoping to buy a classic Cooper 

to remind them of their early driving experiences. Trevor and Janet 
Ripley who displayed their MK1 Cooper S on the stand, directed 
me to a nearby stand selling classic cars in Guernsey. Although not 
on show, a private customer provided photos and the history of his 
one-owner Wood & Pickett 1978 Clubman Estate. The conversion 

Steve Burkinshaw

One particular consideration when restoring the rarer John Cooper 
conversions is the availability of replacement rear quarter decals. My 
enquiry to see if Mini Sport Ltd could supply Cooper S Sport 5 or S 
Touring decals via its Cooper Car Company joint venture with Michael 
Cooper was answered with a very polite “No”. Nor it seems, are there 
any future plans to do so. The same applies to the black on foil `John 
Cooper Garages’ rocker cover stickers. This being the case, the only 
likely source for new old stock (NOS) examples of these items will be 
on internet auction sites. But before you do, don’t overlook something 
else that may not be so obvious... 

Depending on the colour of your car, there were alternative styles of 
decals. `S Touring’ decals either came with the laurel motive and the 
word `Touring’ depicted in white for dark coloured cars, or red for 
lighter coloured cars. Similarly, the `Cooper Sport 5’ decals had the 
word `Cooper’ depicted in either white or black for the same reasons 
respectively. The scripted `S Works’ rear quarter decals were even 
more complicated, being left and right handed as well as having a colour 
variation. Whatever your conversion, always photograph the existing 
decals on the car, as a colour code and position reference, before you 
erase them in preparation for repainting.

And finally...

... when buying replacement rocker cover and other stickers that 
include the original telephone number for John Cooper Garages, do 
bear in mind that the Worthing area dialling code changed from `0903’ 
to `01903’ on 16th April 1995. Depending on the age of your car, the 
devil really is in the detail!

Until next month... Have a successful 2015.

John Parnell

JCG dialling code changed to `01903’ in April 1995
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this sticker changed very slightly over the years. Looking through 
sales brochures and magazine road tests of the period, the rounded 
ends of this sticker seemed to change on Mk3 production to straight 
ends. Enough information has now been gathered to make accurate 
reproduction of these. Although the ‘Morris’ sticker is available as 
a reproduction from various Mini spares suppliers, the font of the 
‘Morris’ logo is incorrect. Strangely, the riveted type ‘Austin’ rocker 
cover plate is shown in the sales brochure for the Innocenti Mini 
Cooper Mk1, but several magazine road tests of that time show the 
‘Morris’ badged rocker cover. A Weslake Patents badge also sat above 
the Morris badge, but this seems to have disappeared from period 
photographs on Mk3 production.

As mentioned above, the green and yellow ‘IGM4579 S’ decal used 
on all Innocenti Mini Cooper air boxes was reproduced by Greg using 
both, the original style Innocenti logo to suit all models from Mk1 
Cooper up to Cooper 1300, and the Leyland logo type for the Cooper 
1300 Export. The other sticker used at the front of the air box was 
the air filter elements sticker. Factory produced brochures and period 
road tests show the dark blue and white ‘Coopers elements’ sticker 
fitted to all models from Mk1 up to Mk3 and then from Cooper 1300 
and 1300 Export. The later Coopers elements sticker using the ‘British 
Leyland’ badge was used. These are both currently available from 
most Mini spares companies although the quality and accuracy of the 
stickers does vary. 

All Innocenti Mini Coopers used an Agip / Esso ‘Lubrificanti Da 
Impiegare’ (Use of lubricants) sticker which was glued to the original 

Innocenti Register

First of all, I’d like to wish all members a 
Happy New Year!

By the time you’ve read this report, some 
of you will have already enrolled at your 
local gym to shed the extra weight off 
gained over the festive period due to the 
excessive amounts of turkey dinners, 
turkey sandwiches, turkey curries, turkey 
ice cream, giant chocolate bars….and the 
one or two glasses of red wine. The more 
sensible members will be counting down 
the days until the first meet up at the 
Bingley Hall Mini show at the end of this 
month. This is a great spares show and 
an opportunity for everyone to meet up 

to chat over a coffee or two and discuss any restoration work carried 
out over the winter months. If any of you want to meet the rest of the 
small band of fellow Innocenti Mini Cooper owning members at the 
show, then please drop me an email and we’ll make arrangements.

Over the past few months I’ve been giving running reports from 
start to finish on the excellent airbox decals made by my sexy French 
brother Greg Cambe. This got me thinking that there still seems to 
be a gap for the reproduction of other decals and stickers used on 
Innocenti Mini Coopers from the Mk1, Mk1 ½, Mk2, Mk3, 1300 and 
Cooper 1300 Export.

Firstly, there is a gap for the correct type of silver and black ‘Morris’ 
rocker cover sticker that appeared from the Mk 1 Innocenti Cooper 
and was used throughout production on all models from start to 
finish. The basic style of the sticker remained the same throughout 
the production life of the Innocenti Mini Cooper, but the shape of 

Foster Charlton

was carried out from new in Park Royal, N. London and the car has 
covered less than 29,000 miles, helped I’m sure, by the islands limited 
roads. Included in the makeover, the body was painted in Rolls Royce 
Caribbean blue with contrasting blue leather and cloth interior, thick 
pile carpets, luxury Margrave dash, electric windows and quarter 
lights, bonded fibre glass wheel arches to cover the 5” Minilites and 
a twin head lamp grille adapted from a from a Vauxhall Ventora. 
Surprisingly for such a conversion, no sun roof was fitted. It certainly 
looks impressive and garaged from new. The asking price is £20,000 
and should any members be tempted I’ll pass on their details.

The indirect connection I have to this car relates to an advert I 
read in 1996 in the monthly magazine I used to buy, Classic Car 
Mart. A classic car dealer near Salisbury was selling a 1978 W & P 
Estate which required full restoration, I think it was around £3,000. 
On arrival my hopes for a good opportunity were dashed when I 
considered how much severe rust had spoiled the car, it needed new 
floors, inner and outer sills and on this car the hand formed wheel 
arch extensions were steel and welded to the body which resulted 
in them being almost completely disintegrated. It must have looked 
impressive when it started life, the metallic brown paintwork, popular 
in the 70s, an extra long Webasto sun roof, deep red Recaro seats 
and matching red leather throughout, along with trademark Margrave 
walnut dashboard. These days I would snap it up if it were available, 
in fact a few years ago I contacted the dealer, but he had no details 
of the new owner or its whereabouts, it’s a pity that data protection 
prevents us from tracing such cars that are possibly still existing.

On my visit I learned that the brown car was one of only two 
Clubman Estates converted by W&P so it’s nice to know I’ve 
discovered its stable-mate after eighteen years hidden in Guernsey.

That just leaves me to say thanks again to all my contributors 
far and wide and wishing all members a happy and enjoyable 
Christmas and 2015!

Steve Burkinshaw

From top to bottom, Weslake Patents, early Morris sticker and 
later Morris sticker

Leyland Innocenti Mini Cooper IGM decal, Innocenti Mini 
Cooper IGM decal, early and late air filter element stickers
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Mini Super Register

Being the final month of the year, 
December seems a natural time to take 
stock of the previous twelve months. 
This time last year I had declared that 
one of my New Year resolutions would 
be to visit The Heritage Centre at 
Gaydon during 2014 to finish recording 
the Morris Super build records, having 
completed the Austin records a 
number of years ago. This was not to 
be. Unexpectedly, I was persuaded to 
return to the world of full-time work, 
leaving me with very little spare time. 
Maybe sometime during the next 
couple of years...!

As reported in my October article, there has been an increase of ten 
Supers in number to my register during the year bringing the total of 
known survivors to sixty five. It will be interesting to see how many 
might be added during this coming year. 

This month is an update on the progress of a rather lovely little 
Super owned by Dave Gilbert. I was very pleased to hear from 
Dave during the summer of last year. He owned, what he suspected 
to be a Super, but wasn’t entirely sure due to the usual misleading 
Heritage certificate having it recorded as a Super deluxe (!). I 
was delighted to be able to confirm that indeed it was a Super, 
consequently Dave joined the MCR.

Garry Dickens

factory fitment glass fibre under bonnet sound/heat insulation 
material. This sticker was made of aluminium foil and showed 
the recommended oils and use.  The type of lubricants changed 
throughout production and the sticker was unique to each model in 
showing the actual model of the car (e.g. Mk1, Mk2, Mk3, Cooper 
1300 and Cooper 1300 Export) on the sticker. This sticker was 
printed using a process that made it resistant to oil and petrol by 
using some form of sub surface printing, but was changed to a 
surface printed sticker during Cooper 1300 Export production. Some 
reproductions of this sticker are currently available for the Cooper 
1300 and Cooper 1300 Export.

Strangely, for some French market Export models an extra blue 
white and red ‘TOTAL’ sticker was fitted to either the inner wing 
under the VIN number, or to the top of the front plastic air intake 
inside the engine bay, stating British Leyland France S.A. prefere 
TOTAL GTS 20W/50. This is a bit confusing since the Agip/Esso 
sticker was also fitted to the under bonnet insulation of the Cooper 
1300 Export models. This TOTAL sticker has also been accurately 
reproduced by Greg.

Period road tests and magazine articles show that a ‘Lockheed’ brake 
and clutch fluid decal was also fitted to all models from Cooper Mk1 
to Cooper 1300 Export. The area this decal was applied to changed 
over the years from the inner wing next to the wiper motor to the 
bulkhead (directly behind the master cylinders) for Cooper 1300 
models. An original factory brochure for the Cooper 1300 Export 
shows this same decal applied to the top of the large plastic air intake 
inside the engine bay. These decals are currently unavailable.

Another foil sticker found on the left hand inner wing, just below the 
VIN number (looking into the engine bay from the front) or later on 
found on the same inner wing directly above the large plastic fresh 
air intake, is the green and silver ‘Construito su licenza della British 
Motor Corporation’ sticker. This was fitted to all Innocenti Mini 
Coopers including the pre- Export Cooper 1300. It basically said ‘built 
under the licence of the British Motor Corporation’.  

AGIP/Esso lubricant sticker and “IN RODAGGIO” running in sticker 
Dave Gilberts Super in progress

Lockheed brake fluid decal, construction under licence sticker 
and Total lubricants sticker

The ‘IN RODAGGIO’(running in) sticker was fitted to the inside of 
the windscreen directly in front of the driver and showed the various 
speeds that had to be adhered to whilst the car was in its running in 
period. This was a clear sticker with white and coloured printing and, 
again, was unique to each model of car. Reproduction versions of this 
sticker are available, but are very poor.  

Of course, there may be some differences as to which badges and stickers 
were fitted when and where exactly due to sales brochures being printed 
before the actual model of car was in full production. So, period road 
tests and features are better relied on. Because there is a gap for accurate 
stickers and decals, our good friend and member, Andy Barrass, has kindly 
offered to help me with the hand drawn artwork and photo’s I have to, 
hopefully, reproduce the missing stickers and decals that we all need.

The fuel tank stickers showing both the body and roof colours are a 
whole new subject which I will cover next month.

That’s all for this month.

Foster Charlton
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engine finally installed after 12 years!

Dave Gilbert’s Super on duty

Dave Gilbert’s Super at Goodwood

An Austin Super Seven, built January 1962, Dave’s car is finished in 
Old English white with a black roof. This is now quite a rare colour 
combination. Currently in the UK there is just one other Austin and 
one Morris in this colour known to me, in running condition on the 
road and one Austin in Portugal. 

Dave bought his car in 1985, using it for two years, and then laying it 
up because of a cracked cylinder head problem; by coincidence, that 
was exactly the reason the other white Morris on my register was 
taken off the road for and stored for a number of years. Dave’s Super 
has a considerable amount of history, including the original bill of sale 
from L. F. Dove Ltd of Croydon. The total cost of the car, supplied 
on the 30th January 1962, was £618 8s 7p, which included 5 gallons 
of petrol and a rear screen demister; £186 of that was purchase tax. 
It has the original hand book with the ‘Super’ supplement, even the 
original key with its factory fob. Also with its history is a photo of the 
Super back in the mid-1960s then with its first owner. 

The car’s restoration started many years ago but stalled due to 
Dave’s other commitments, including time needed to prepare his 
race Minis. The body had been painted and partially re-assembled 
when the initial phase of the restoration finished twelve years ago, 
and so was pushed into a corner and left. 

Last year, Dave’s enthusiasm for the Super was renewed, so he took 
up the restoration from where he left off. During the years the fresh 
paint had mellowed to a pleasant degree but needing no remedial 
work. The main areas to complete were an engine rebuild and the 
refitting of the interior. 

Dave bought a set of new-old-stock pistons from e-bay at a bargain price 
and a new cylinder head, replacing the faulty one. The unit was finished 
off with an electronic ignition system, new exhaust and radiator. The 
gearbox, unusually, needed little work, just a few oil seals and some re-
shimming. The interior was complete and apart from one or two items 
where ‘Newton Commercial’ came to the rescue, all good and reusable. 
Before Dave laid the car up in 1987, he had a little scare when driving 
along, a lorry pulled out in front of the Super, so he decided to upgrade 
the brakes to the twin-leading shoe set-up. I know through experience 
that the standard brakes of the Super can be a little exciting at times! 

The Super’s long restoration was completed this summer, in time 
to be put into service as wedding transport (see photo). Its first 
real classic event was the Goodwood Revival meeting where it 
was pictured alongside a Cooper ‘Twin’ (see photo). Dave explains 
his Super was not prepared for show purposes but as a fun means 
of transport to enjoy. 

Good wishes to all for Christmas and the New Year and please 
remember - if you own, have owned, or know of a Super, even if it no 
longer exists, please do let me know so I may record its details or fate.  

Garry Dickens

1275GT Register

Hi folks. It’s reached THAT time of 
year when those of us with square 
nosed Minis feel the cold more than 
most. Now I have run Clubmans and 
1275GTs all year round over many 
decades, and for some reason they 
all seem to suffer from damp chilly 
blasts driving straight in through the 
front grille which inevitably seems to 
ice the carb up faster than on normal 
round nosed saloons. Those extra four 
inches that we boast about giving us 
extra manhandling room in front of 
the engine, are our own worst enemy 
during the winter. I’ve tried K&N filters, 
a standard airbox, home-made flaps 

Suzy Kinsman
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coming off the rocker cover, and my normal technique is cut up my 
plastic London-Brighton Mini Run grille plaques to the shape of the 
grille and fix them with cable ties on the inside. I suppose silver tin foil 
on the outside might be perceived as a bit more retro, but it does get 
a bit battered from the elements.

Thankfully my husband Alex surprised me a couple of years back 
with a present of an authentic 1970’s muff, still in its blue British 
Leyland box with unused fixtures and fittings. I attached it onto a 
spare grille last winter, and my goodness me, it made an enormous 
difference. It appears to reduce the rush of air, and retains the 
warmth better in the engine bay. So, out came the grille again this 
week to be refitted, because Tigger and I were off to a friend’s 
funeral and the last thing I wanted was my Mini to splutter and 
die like my dear friend very sadly did last week. Needless to say, 
it worked a treat, so I suggest you keep an eye out on Ebay if you 
want to keep your GT toasty.

A query which I hope will raise a debate. Nicolas Chalanset from 
France asked me a while back about where the red line should 
be on a GT’s tachometer. Now mine, on my UK 1978 GT is from 
6,000-8,000rpm, and trust me, when I blew the big ends up I 
know you really don’t want the engine to be screaming at those 
revs for too long! I believe that is the same red line for other 
European GTs, but I don’t know about the older examples. But 
Nicolas heard that Australian GTs have a red zone starting at 
6,500rpm. Can any of our chums from ‘down under’ answer that 
question please?

Is anyone interested in a set of four Denovo wheels and tyres? I 
bought them at a show a while back, with the intention of stripping 
them down and poshing them up for show use. Two of them have 
recognisable tread left. They are certainly not suitable or safe for road 
use, but might give some authenticity to a static display car. £40 for 
the set, which I’ll donate straight to The Italian Job charity and you’ll 
need to collect from Somerset.

I hope someone will please put me right if I get this wrong, but 
as I understand it 12” Dunlop Denovos were introduced as a 
run-flat option for 1275GTs in the mid 1970‘s. This led to them 
being standard fitment for a couple of years when the whole 
Mini range was updated in 1977. That was when the pencil 
thin painted silver/black wheel trims were fitted. By the time it 
came to the last of the production, when the GT’s were further 
refreshed with black mirrors and trim, the wheels were swapped 
to standard steels with ‘normal’ tyres and the trims that were 
effectively 12” versions of the smaller wheels and wheel centres 
on the Clubman and saloons.

Why were Denovos developed? Well to put no finer sexist point on 
it, I shall quote directly from the 1970‘s publicity brochure “Many 
women can’t change wheels and there are something like four and 
a half million women drivers who have about 800,000 punctures a 
year”. The pamphlet features a Vermillion 1275GT with pictures of 

school children and a lady shopping in Woolworths. So there you have 
it boys, they’re just for girls.

How do they work? Little canisters are wired around the split 
rims, which released a lubricant when the tyre deflated during 
a puncture. As the lubricant heated up with friction inside the 
tyre it caused a chemical reaction and partly re-inflated, enough 
to get you home or to the nearest garage. The Dunlop sidewalls 
were designed to take the extra stress, and I reckon they must 
have inserted lead into the rubber because a fully inflated Denovo 
wheel weighs a ton.

Back in the day, when ‘the little lady of the home’ had suffered the 
indignity of a puncture, the car would have been dropped off for 
repair. The garage removed the wounded wheel to be sent off to 

Tigger’s toasty grille muff has been refitted for the winter Is this set of four Denovos any use to you?

Denovo tread pattern is very different to modern tyres
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New MINI Cooper Register

It might almost be the end of the 
year, but there seems to be no end to 
the New MINI action as, just before 
finishing last month’s CooperWorld, 
I received an email from UK MINI 
PR Manager, Marc Mustard, asking 
for our help to source three hatch 
backs; a R53 Cooper S, a JCW and 
an R56 JCW for a feature comparing 
JCW MINIs. So, I got in touch with 
Neil Barden and David Young, who 
offered to provide their cars for the 
Auto Express photo shoot.

Neil takes up the story: I arrived at 
the Bruntingthorpe test track just as 
the fog was lifting to reveal a beautiful 

day. It was a fascinating place, rather like Dunsfold, the Top Gear test 
track – but on a larger scale. Fortunately, I found a cold tap to give 
my MINI a quick wash, as my efforts at a thorough clean before the 
shoot were wiped out by the awful wet and windy weather on the 
trip up to the Midlands.  

I then managed to sneak in a quick blast on the track on the way 
round to the location for the photo shoot, next to a retired 747 
and an ex-RAF TriStar. As well as my R53 and David’s R56, MINI 
UK supplied a pair of GPs. The photographer spent a lot of time 
taking shots of the JCWs, including action shots on the runway 
with him hanging out the back of an estate car in front of us. Then 
there were static and detail shots taken around the old aircraft, 
which made for a great backdrop. This Auto Express December 
special issue is in newsagents now.

The next John Cooper Works (JCW) hatch might just be round the 
corner, but in the meantime, also announced at the recent five-door 
launch was a JCW Sport Pack for F56 and F55 MINIs. 

The Sport Pack is made up of 17” Track Spoke alloy wheels, a 
JCW Aero body kit, a JCW roof spoiler, bonnet stripes, sports 
seats trimmed in cloth/leather, a JCW steering wheel, anthracite 
headlining and the rest of the standard kit fitted with the Chili pack.

The JCW Sport Pack is available to order now. 

Season’s greetings to all members and safe driving!

Martyn Collins

Martyn Collins

How it works

Late 1970’s Dunlop Denovo brochure

Dunlop for a few days for the manufacturer to replace the blown 
canisters and make it all good again. In the meantime, a standard 
12” steel wheel was fitted with a normal 12” tyre. Just to stop you 
pinching it, the wheel was painted bright red inside as a marker. I 
know because I have one, and an ‘old boy’ fitter once explained to 
me how the procedure worked.

It proves that yet again Minis flew the flag for pushing forward the 
engineering envelope, because they were the first small car to be 
fitted with run-flats. The legacy still lives on today, with a modern 
equivalent available as an option on brand new MINI Coopers. 

If you’d like to see some pictures of your car here, or want help 
answering a question, please email me at 1275GT@minicooper.org 

Suzy Kinsman
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

1st Monday (if Bank 
Holiday then 2nd Monday)

Harvester Stanney Oaks, Stanney Lane, Little Stanney, 
nr Ellesmere Port. CH2 4HT

David Davies 01244 332282

Derbyshire &           
Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Thursday of 
the month

The Tavern, Nottingham Road, Tansley, Matlock, 
Derbyshire, DE4 5FR

Andrew Shadforth 07812 350409
andrewshadforth@hotmail.co.uk      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
m.willson625@btinternet.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com
Frank Willis 07743 577344
frankmwillis@gmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

The Park Gate Inn, Ashford Road, Hollingbourne, Maidstone 
ME17 1PG

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke
01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr
01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, 
near Chester-le-Street, just off Junction 63 on the A1M. 
DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049
0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

Scotland Sunday 9th November  
At noon

The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel.             
Edinburgh eh28 8lx

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region First Thursday  At 7.30 Greyhound Inn, Pettistree, Nr Wickham Market IP13 0HP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

  Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Phone for details Simon Wheatcroft 01827 830726 
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 
01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Wiltshire & Dorset January 14th at 8pm The New Queen Pub  Ringwood Road, Avon, Christchurch, 
Dorset BH23 7BG

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

James Harrison 07831 217 335
yorkshire1973@hotmail.com

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

NEW
CONTACT

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Bodyshop, Spray  Centre
& Restoration

Mini Sport can put your Mini back to showroom 
condition. The Bodyshop & Spray Centre offers 

complete restoration, renovation, accident repairs, 
body panel replacement, complete back to bare 

metal re-sprays, plus much, much more!

Hi-Tech Engineering
Engineering excellence built on tradition. For 

over 45 years Mini Sport have been engineering 
winners by using advanced techniques, precision 
machining and constant development. Either for 
on the road, rally stage or race track, Mini Sports 

craftsmen can give you the performance and 
reliability you want.

Specialist Mini Parts
8.4 Vented Brake Kit £522
8.4 Vented Disc Drive Assembly £850
7.5 Cooper S Brake Kit £499
7.5 Cooper S Disc Drive Assembly £803
8.4 Standard Calipers £375
8.4 Standard Disc Drive Assembly £803
Quickshift Gearlever & Knob £57
Gearlever Gaitor £17

8Gb USB Memory Stick £18
Monte Carlo Rally Plate Mug £6.50
Mug “33 EJB” £6.50
Sticker Pack (2 x 70mm & 2 x 110mm) £2.75
Monte Carlo Plate Key Chain £4

Monte Carlo Plate Lapel Badge £2
Monte Carlo Plate Cuff Link set £9
T-Shirt Roundel - Black - S-XL                £14.95
T-Shirt 37 - Red - S-XL £14.95
T-Shirt Rallye - Black or Grey - S-XL     £14.95

1     Quilted Jacket £60.00
2     1964 Winner Hoodie £28.00
3     1964 Winner T-Shirt £13.00

Ballpoint Pen £60.00
Parker Vector Pen £28.00
Col du Turini Coaster £13.00
Coasters - Set of 4 £13.00

Monte Carlo Rallye Mug £13.00
Col du Turini Mug £13.00
Mugs - Set of 4 £60.00
Bottle Opener Keyring £28.00
Monte Carlo Umbrella £13.00

4     Monte Carlo Hoodie £28.00
5     Monte Carlo T-Shirt £13.00
6     Roll of Honur T-Shirt £13.00

All profits from the sale of this book are donated to
the Skidz Motor Foundation:

Steel Fuel Jerry Can £23
Deep Pile Luxury Floor Mats (4) £23
Front Grille Badge £13
Rally Plate Decals pair, 300mm £4
Silver Anodised Gearknob £27
Oil Dip Stick £23
Polished Alloy Rocker Cover £37
Polished Rocker Cover Cap £7
Red Rocker Cover T Bars £24

Official Merchandise

M.A.D Engineering
Motorsport Advanced Development, Mini Sports 
very own engineering department, not only make 
the most precise products for Minis but also for 
several car manufacturers and even F1 teams. 
They constantly test and develop their products
too, using the Mini Sport rally team, always
striving to make your driving experience better.

Showroom & Warehouses
Our 3000sq ft showroom, complemented by 
many stock rooms and our 20,000sq ft warehouse 
is packed full of thousands of products that will 
enhance the performance and appearance of 
your Mini. All of this makes us the worlds largest 
Mini parts stockist!

Thousand of Products
to Order Online

Our website is a mecca for all Mini owners and fans 
with thousands of high quality Parts, Accessories & 
Merchandise available at a click of a button. We not 
only have the widest choice, best prices & highest 
quality parts but also deliver to 100+ Countries 
every day & offer FREE friendly & helpuf advice.

Fitting, Servicing & 
Rolling Road

We have fully equipped  workshops with highly 
skilled technicians that are passionate about 
keeping the Mini on the roads of Britain. The 
Rolling Road is used for diagnosing problems and 
tuning, to uphold the Minis competitive heritage.

The Mini Specialists

up to
The longest established

Mini Specialists in the World,
46 Years and counting!

Mini Sport, Padiham, Burnley, Lancs, BB12 7AP       Fax: +44 (0)1282 772043

Phone: +44 (0)1282 778731  -  E-mail: sales@minisport.com

P  Quality Products at Value Prices
P  Service Guaranteed
P  Worldwide Mail Order Specialist
P  Delivery to 100+ Countries Every Day

50th anniversary collection
1964 monte carlo victory

Discount
for Club Members20%

This exclusive deal is only available for members of Mini Clubs.
To receive these discounts please contact our sales department 
to place your order along with your club membership details.

(This offer can not be used in conjunction with any other promotional discounts.
Discount levels will vary depending on product type and manufacture.)

Paddy Hopkirk Signed Book £30

www.minisport.com

1 2 3 4 5 6

NEW
RANGE!

Mini Sport disclaims any liability for errors and omissions and also reserves the right to modify all or any of the product description and/or price.
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Kent Region

Hi from Kent! 

2015 looks like another great year for the region with our two road runs firmly established as ‘events not to miss’. We would like to include a 
couple of classic events locally but need to decide which ones to support. We would suggest one in the Ashford area and one in the Maidstone/
Tunbridge Wells area. Any ideas would be welcome?

Voyage Région de Kent à la France 2015 - Our 3rd year for this event, 2015 will be a weekend run into France and the event will take place 
on July 4-5th. It will involve a fun navigational run through the French countryside in the Champagne Region. Members with any age Minis or MINIs 
are welcome on the run. The cost will be £215 per car (based on 2 passengers) and includes; the ferry crossing, 1 night’s hotel stay with dinner 
included, and bed and breakfast for drivers and navigators. For a third person (child, all in a triple room) please add £25. Those with Minis under 
restoration please still contact us as we will allow a couple of non Minis on the event. Included in the price is a visit to an attraction on the Sunday. 
We intend also to take in the Reims circuit and a drive on the official Route du Champagne, taking in the picture postcard vineyards and villages in 
the region. Members from any region are welcome to register and participate in the event so, please contact us as spaces are limited.

Ham Sandwich Run 30th August 2015 - 2015 sees the event move to a different part of Kent. Once again please contact us to pre-register. We 
had a full complement in 2014 and this year the event will tie in nicely with our French trip with a stop off at a local wine producer to see how we 
do it this side of the water.  

If we have enough interest we will run another Breakfast run in 2015, see the events calendar elsewhere in the magazine for other Kent events.

Monthly Meetings & Dates 2015
We meet at The Park Gate Inn, Ashford Road, Hollingbourne, Maidstone ME17 1PG. 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm. 14th January, 11th 
February. No March meeting due to Heritage Factory visit.  

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at
http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   

Mid Staffs Region

Firstly, some future dates:

Monday January 5th will be our first regular meeting of 2015. This will be a pub chat meeting, so why not come along and have a laugh about presents you 
wanted and didn’t get, or those presents that you didn’t want and are now, unfortunately, stuck with! Be at the George and Dragon for 7.30pm onwards.

Monday February 2nd I am trying to organise something different with a talk about gems and precious stones. This will be about the myths and 
legends of the stones, where they come from, and how they were formed. Don’t worry lads there won’t be any ‘shopping’ at the end and equally, 
ladies don’t expect any free samples! The talk will start at 8.00pm in the upstairs room at the George and Dragon.

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Looking further ahead to Sunday 26th April. This is ‘Drive it Day’ when we are all encouraged by the FBHVC to wake up our cars from their 
winter hibernation and take to the roads again. There will be a no frills run of about 60miles to and from somewhere interesting to the west of 
Stone. I will prepare the descriptive route instructions and email them to everyone on my mailing list. There will be no entry fee, or organised stops 
and you might have to pay an admission fee or car parking charge halfway round the route. Contact me by email if you don’t get regular information 
about the North Staffs Region, but would like details of the run.

Mid Staffs Region Christmas Dinner. This was held on 1st December, and this year the guest was Gary Anderson, the Jordan Grand Prix, 
Stewart Grand Prix and Jaguar F1 chief designer. The room was decorated with pictures of all Gary’s designs from the 1991 Jordan 191 to the 2003 
Jordan EJ13 with a gap when he went to Stewart GP to design the SF3 and then Jaguar where he was responsible for the R1. Noted successes for 
his designs were the Damon Hill and Ralf Schumacher 1 -2 for Jordan at the 1997 Belgian Grand Prix, and Johnny Herbert winning the European 
Grand Prix for Stewart in 1999. 

Gary initially outlined his 42 years of involvement in motor racing from being an aspiring Formula Ford and Formula 3 driver “I was the wrong shape – too 
tall and too heavy!” to getting a job at Brabham when the team was owned by Bernie Eccleston “If you can lift that DFV into the back of a Transit you’ve got 
the job”. He briefly ran (with Bob Simpson) his own F3 team (Anson based near Tamworth), before becoming Chief F1 mechanic at McLaren, which led via 
F3000 in the USA to him getting the call from Eddie Jordan in 1990, who was setting up Jordan Grand Prix for the 1991 season. With a staff of 70, and no 
money there were many times when the project looked doomed, but this was to become a way of life at the Silverstone based team. The move to Stewart 
Grand Prix to design their 3rd F1 car enabled Gary to work for Jackie Stewart, “the best boss he had ever had”, but the sale of Stewart GP to Ford in 1999 
and working in a very corporate world “you either do it the Ford way or you don’t do it at all” was not so happy. At the end of the 2000 season Gary went 
back to the US to work for Reynard in CART racing before he rejoined Eddie Jordan in 2002 to design the EJ12 and 13.

Since leaving Jordan at the end of the 2003 season, Gary has been working in the media and television, and most will know him for his expert 
analysis during the BBC coverage of F1 or his columns in Autosport. During his talk he revealed that he had decided after a much delayed flight back 
from Abu Dhabi, to finally retire from his commitments in the sport and enjoy his family, his 60ft narrow boat and, over the weekend before the 
dinner, he had made an offer on a 1927 Erskine, which although running and usable, needs restoration.

A question session from the audience followed, with topics ranging from who was the best driver you worked with? “Probably Michael Schumacher 
who did one race with Jordan. He delivered what he said he could do! Also Barrichello and Fisichella – both really nice people”, to why are there 
no women drivers in F1? “No reason, as the cars now are not physical to drive, but there are not that many women involved in motor racing so, 
percentage wise, it is difficult for them to make it all the way. Suzie Wolff is doing a great job at Williams and could make the final leap into a race seat”.

The room also featured pictures to celebrate the British F1 World Champions from Mike Hawthorn in 1958 to Lewis Hamilton’s second 
championship in 2014. Also featured was the Mercedes Benz domination Grand Prix racing in 1955 with Moss and Fangio to, 59 years later, the 
domination of Hamilton and Rosberg.

This was the 4th Christmas Dinner the Region has held and each year it has grown. This year it almost sold out within 5 days of tickets going on sale 
allowing 65 people to enjoy the 4 course Christmas Fayre put on by the George and Dragon, and gain an insight into the serious world of F1 from 
someone who has been there for over 40 years. 

This was just one of the great events put on by the Mid Staffs Region, which meets on the first Monday of each month at the George and Dragon, 
ST15 0PX. All Minis and MINIs are welcome. Contact me for more details or to be put on the email distribution list.

Pete Cresswell
01785 760211
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com   

Scottish Region

MCR Scotland held their end of year meeting on 2nd November.  Quite a few people brought out their cars as we were blessed with a dry and sunny day! 
David Dyson wins the award again for the furthest travelled at 220 miles from Helmsdale.  However, Dave Greaves was an impressive runner up, who 
travelled approximately 180 miles from his home!  David brought down YMO 881K, his Works replica of YMO 881H.  Catherine and Peter Bastian brought 
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their ‘new’ MK2 Morris Traveller out for the day.  
A big thanks to everyone else who attended.
A few meeting points to share.

• Next Meeting.  Our next meeting will 
be Sunday, 29 March at 12 PM at The 
Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Edinburgh.

• Breakfast Run.  In an effort to get more people 
involved and bring costs down from a run 
involving an overnight stay, we’ve decided 
on a single day event / breakfast run for 28th June.  Start: Powmill Milk Bar (near Dollar), finish 
Murrayshall Hotel, Scone, Perth.  Weather permitting; we will also have an optional 2 hour-ish run 
before our next meeting on 30 March.  Details to follow.

• Glamis Castle Vintage Vehicle Extravaganza.  We strongly urge all members (Scottish 
or otherwise) to bring out their cars to this event on 11/12 July.  Space won’t be an issue!  
Booking will start in the New Year, so please contact me ASAP to reserve your place!

• 2015 Events.     Please note the contact details for each of the events listed.  In some cases there 
will be a Scottish MCR stand, in others; it is simply a case of making your own booking.  As such, 
please respond to the contact listed when it comes to registering your interest in any of the events. 

Please continue to check the Events section of the Mini Cooper Register magazine, website 
and forum for details on events sponsored by MCR and the other MCR regions!

Wishing everyone a happy and safe holiday season and a very Happy New Year!

Patricia and Ben  

Wilts and Dorset Region

For over 18 months members of the MCR regions based in SW Wilts, W.Hants and SE Dorset have been meeting on a monthly basis with the 
intention of building a strong Wiltshire regional group, under the leadership of Steve and Brenda Harris.

It has now been agreed to merge as the joint Wiltshire/Dorset region with a view to promoting interest and attend events related to all things Mini.
Monthly meetings will be held on an alternating basis at two venues, one in Wilts and one in Dorset, on the second Wednesday of the month.

The first meeting will be at The New Queen, Avon, nr Christchurch, Dorset BH23 7BG on January 14th 2015 at 8 pm. All are welcome and we look 
forward to welcoming you. It has been decided that this meeting will also include a ‘Late Christmas’ evening meal. There is no set menu but it would 
be useful to know numbers for booking seats with the venue manager. Please contact me on malcsmf@btinternet if you would like to join us.

The following meeting will be on Wednesday 11th February 2015 at Redlynch Sports Club, Woodfalls Cross, The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury, Wilts 
SP5 2LN (near Downton) at 8 pm.

These meetings will be an opportunity for a natter and to discuss suggestions for events and activities in which member wish to get involved in 
throughout the year. We can also then organise volunteers etc when needed at such events to represent the Club and region.

With this in mind the region is planning to have a stand for the third year running at the 
Downton Classic (DEWS) car show, part of the Downton Cuckoo Fair, on Saturday 2nd 
May 2015. There is a small entry fee for displaying our cars, (£8 in advance, £10 on the 
day) but a percentage of the money goes to charity. The Cuckoo Fair is a large village 
event a short walk from the showground, so plenty for all the family to enjoy. Last year 
we had 9 members and their cars present, and it would be great to build on this – you 
don’t have to live in Wilts/Dorset to join in! For further details please contact me as per 
the above email address.

The region is also planning to have a stand at Beaulieu in June 2015, which will give all 
a chance to meet, chat, relax and reminisce. For further details on this event please 
contact Nick Stansmore – nickstansmore@live.co.uk.

Malcolm Francis

Worchester Region

DVLA Auction of Personalised Number Plates.

Dave Coulson and I had two great days at the DVLA Personalised number plate auction which was held at The Vale Resort, in Cardiff between the 
26th and 28th November. We were guests of SMA {Scottish Motor Auctions} and were invited by Lisa Dennison of SMA because it was the 25th 
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Nick Stansmore and Malcolm Francis 
Coopers having fun at Castle Combe

A very tidy Cooper

John Heatlie modified Mini

New additions to the line up this year



Anniversary of the DVLA number plate auctions (1989-2014). They had a prize draw at the auction in celebration of this 
anniversary of a New Mini One, and so wanted a 25 year old Mini to stand by the side of the New Mini. They had made initial contact with Justin 
Ridyard who contacted Dave who took along his Racing green Mini to display at the auction.

We were picked up at Defford by Transporter and Ian, the driver, loaded my Polo and Dave’s Mini onto the transporter so I only had to drive 
one way home on Thursday thanks to Ian. On arrival at The Vale we were met by Lisa Dennison and were made very welcome by her. She 
took us for refreshments where we then met Piers England the man in charge, who showed us all the in and outs of running this auction and 
introduced us to all the SMA team. We also had a photo shoot taken with the Minis and were interviewed by Mark Richards. We told him 
that we ran the MCR Worcester Region and Mercia Minis. We stayed overnight with SMA who picked up the bill for accommodation and the 
evening meal - very nice indeed.

We came back home on Thursday afternoon. The auction was outstanding with Lot number- 1044  Reg no. 25O selling for an amazing  £400,000  
with fees added totalling £518,000. We also met Jody Davies from DVLA number plates.
25O was sold to John Collins to put on a Ferrari 250 which was once owned by Eric Clapton. John would have paid up to £1m for the plate. John 
also bought 250L for £130,320. John Collins is the owner of a Ferrari dealership in Talacrent in Berkshire.

Many thanks to all the team and staff members at SMA for making us so welcome.

Mick Rowley

Yorkshire Region

Yorkshire region Mini Coopers are moving. From February the 17th  2015 and on the 3rd Tuesday of each month, we will be relocating to the 
Castle Inn in Cawood near Selby.
Meeting from 7:30pm.

Castle Inn, 7 Wistowgate, Cawood, Selby, North Yorkshire YO8 3SH

This gives the region a central location on some of Yorkshire’s best roads - 
especially laid out for the Mini. 
All members are welcome with both new and 
classic versions of our favourite little car, so 
please feel free to bring them along with you.

We’re starting anew with communication 
so please get yourself along to the monthly 
meetings to find out what’s going on.

Hope to see you soon.

James Harrison
Yorkshire1973@hotmail.com
07831 217 335

Mini Cooper Register | 57

REGIONAL REPORTS

When I grow up I want to be like my 
dad..... A Rover RSP Cooper!
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Cars for Sale

For Sale Austin Cooper S Mk 2 1968 Reg No. RDJ 888F
Bare metal rebuild 6 years ago and kept in dehumidified garage since.
Original 1275 engine bottom end rebuilt by Nicholson Mcclaren. 
Original S head modified by Brian Slark, twin 1 ½ carbs 
fitted with 4 sync box and Quaiffe Limited slip diff.
But have original 3 sync box and diff to go with the car.
Fitted with yokohama tyres but 5 Dunlops can also go with car.
Heritage cert and all numbers match. Many bills and history available. 
£29,500 ONO. For more info and pics email sd2902@hotmail.com or 
call Steve Davies on: 07713505300

Parts for Sale

Registration 998 JON for sale.   David Mead 01373 823629.
  
New Old stock H4 carbs with s/h manifold.  £550.  Chris Wright  
Tel  01952 242634 or 07806 751073.

5 x 10” Mini tyres, new remoulds, Firestone, crossplys.  Any reasonable 
offer accepted.   Colin Moir 0116 2873257 or 07989 627322 (Leicester).

Parts Wanted:

1. 22 G190 Gearbox
2. Set of Conrods for 1071 Cooper S
3. Set of Conrods for 1275 Cooper S
4. Cooper S – 1275 Crank Shaft
5. Vortz Airbox
6. Set of 4 Vortz 10” Alloy Wheels
 
Contact:   celticrecovery@eircom.net

Sliding window glass wanted with one hole for the catches.  I need to 
get all the four pieces.  Also 1959/60 Austin Mini trim wanted in original 
excellent condition or Newton Commercial. The seats are Spanish red 
with grey fleck and white piping.  The other trim panels are grey fleck.  
Please call Neil on 07879 261376 anytime.

Trade

The Mini Surgery
Keeping the Classic Mini Alive
Waterproof self adhesive door membrane kits for MK111, (1969 on) 
Minis. In the 1990’s rover started fitting clear membranes in place of the 
duck tape etc which went before. These became unavailable and we 
have had them manufactured to replace the originals. They are “handed” 
and once the door cards and old membranes removed, take minutes to 
fit. They have cut outs for door handle etc. and are very strong - £25.95 
per kit inclusive of p&p for MCR members. The kit arrives in a large tube 
and via recorded delivery. Cheques payable to R. Patterson.
The Mini Surgery, 12 Swanage Road, 
Lee-on-the-Solent, Hants PO13 9JW 
Tel: 07790 532997
email: theminisurgery@btopenworld.com

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.
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ORIGINAL AND GREATEST MAGAZINE FOR THE MINI

www.miniworld.co.uk 
Subscription hotline: Tel: 01959 541444 

MiniWorld is proud to support
the Mini Cooper Register.
Find stunning feature cars
and informative historical

articles in every issue.



Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm.*Terms and conditions apply, call for details. †Based on an average customer, saving 28% when compared to buying three separate 
Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MG Midget.^Voucher Offer must be quoted at time of 
purchase, terms and conditions apply. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

UP TO 25% 
CLUB MEMBER
DISCOUNT*

IT PAYS TO
BE IN A 
CLUB, MAN

Insurance Worth Shouting About

Vsit us online at cherished.carolenash.com
Classic  |  Specialist  |  Camper Van  |  Military  |  Performance

0800 083 6302

YOU COULD

SAVE
28%
IF YOU INSURE MORE THAN 
ONE CLASSIC VEHICLE WITH 
A MULTI-CLASSIC POLICY† 

Of

� cial Sponsor of:

•  FREE and Simple Agreed Value*
• Talk to an expert in our UK CALL CENTRE
•  Pick a SPECIALIST REPAIRER of your choice
•   Up to £100,000 LEGAL PROTECTION if you’re in an accident 

that’s not your fault
•  UK & EU breakdown WORTH OVER  £100 - includes Homestart
• EUROPEAN COVER up to 90 days*
•  Salvage Retention Rights*
ALSO AVAILABLE
•  Laid up cover • Spare Parts Cover • Wedding cover • Track Day Cover  


