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Plastic Interior Mirrors

Door Mirrors - pre ‘80s

Door Mirrors - ‘80s on

Mk1/2 Washer Jets

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Lightweight Large 
Impeller Water Pump 
-  with Three Year Guarantee
- 1275cc and late model small blocks . . . . . . . . . . . 
Silicone rocker cover gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.60
5 port alloy head - Road C-AHT347 . . Coming Soon
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1947.89
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2340.00

We stock all standard and performance parts
1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1090.28
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £189.60
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . exchange £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps . . from £15.83 to CNC race type £101.26
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Comprehensive range of 
road/rally/race gearbox parts 
including 5 speed gearbox and 
Evolution diffs. Only RHP and 
top quality bearings stocked. 
No cheap imports that fall apart!
Original market leading Evo crosspin diff 
Over 3,000 sold since 1994 .C-AJJ3385  . .£163.39
Competition baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . . . . . .£23.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

Clutches & Flywheels

AP clutch road and race
plus flywheel
Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £21.78
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £43.81
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS . £91.76
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . . £98.27
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . . £25.37
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . . £20.40
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £89.10
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £12.30
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355 . . . . . . . . . £18.28
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

WHITE

£30.30

Each

£4.20

As fitted from 1964 on
Grey 24A1750 £29.40
White24A2110 £30.30

Original pre ‘80s door mirrors. 
Flat glass, stainless steel head
Right hand - GAM215A £17.16 each 
Left hand - GAM216A £17.16 each
Also fits later cars using 
M90999 fitting kit £3.00

Original white backed type as 
fitted to post 1994 Minis. 
Pair £36.00 Order as GS25320
Black also available. Order as GS25319. Pair £30.62
All mirrors available separately

£17.16

GREY

£29.40

PAIR

£36.00

KYB/Kayaba Dampers
Std premium damper  . . . .each £14.78
Super gas damper 25%+ 
upgrade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each £24.01
KYB/Kayaba self-adj. gas shock £29.40
available only from us at a special price
for a set of 4 (Part MSSK3015)£108.00

Mini Spares Dampers
Mini Spares 28 point adjustables 
- front or rear

GAZ Dampers
Bump & rebound adjustable - front or rear

EACH

£46.20
EACH

£40.80

G-MAX Gas Dampers
Front or rear  . . . . . . . . . . .each £21.80
Bilstein B4 Dampers
Front 19-221694   . . . . . . . . . . .£21.59
Rear 19-221700  . . . . . . . . . . .£21.59

Evolution  Dampers
Top of the range 8 point adjustable 
743039  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each £53.59

Bilstein B36 Dampers
Performance non adjustable  
Front B36-0370  . . . . . . . . . . . .£69.30
Rear B36-0380  . . . . . . . . . . . .£69.30

Easier to set-up

EACH

£53.59

EACH

£69.30

EACH

£21.59

EACH

£14.78

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Forget all the poly and uprated bushes when different lower
arms or tie bars are fitted. What you need is an offset rubber bush
to compensate with the extra distortion caused when correcting
the geometry on Minis.
Car set of lower arm bushes. . . . £12.26   Part No C-STR632

Mini Spares are the main
sponsors of Mighty Mini,  Mini
Miglia and Mini Seven Racing

Most of the participants in these race seriesuse our parts!  Parts which they can trustand they find superior to those of ourcompetitors - surely that says it all?  If you’rebuilding to win, shop at Mini Spares!  

Suspension 
Cone
The only 
genuine 
cone springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. 
Order as FAM3968. . . . . . . .£40.69

www.minispares.com

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.56
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £49.14
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no
breakages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

Body, Mechanical & TrimCATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2 catalogue. Completely re-written to include all models from 1959-2000.

Now 219 fully 
illustrated pages.
If you've got a Mini 

you need an AKM2 which has received rave reviews.

£7.50

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

Cooper S Distributor
Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves. 
Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor
arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £70.20
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . . . from £56.65
All the best or good quality distributors and parts
stocked for road and race

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £79.20
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Visit the official
MiniSpares.com 

website for
pictures,

downloads,
catalogues,

current prices &
special deals

Buy on-line at
www.minispares.com 

or visit one of our 3 official outlets

The World’s Largest Mini Parts Stockist

Check out our 
updated website

See website for
up to date prices

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

IMPORTANT! Mini Spares - NORTH
We are closing Mini Spares - North, in
Harrogate, to relocate to a larger wharehouse
with easy access from main roads. It should
be open and 
ready by July 2015.

New address will be...
Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business park
York Y026 QU. Watch for further details.

Mini Spares - NORTH

Mini Spares - MIDLANDS

Sales Showroom & Mail Order

HEAD OFFICE (London - A1M/M25)
Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar, Herts. 
EN6 3JN (Close to A1M & M25)

Tel: 01707 607700 (UK)
Tel: (+44)1707 607702 (Export)
Fax: 01707 656 786
Email: sales@minispares.com

Visit our branches...

Unit 6, 2 Freeman’s Way. Wetherby Rd.
Harrogate, North Yorks. HG3 1DH
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

“This is amazing! Only 24 hours from

order to delivery in Poland. Good job guys!”  

Artur Szczegóła - POLAND

From our 
Customers...

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

or

£23.04

£18.90

NEW!
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

June magazine – 1st May
July magazine – 1st June
August magazine – 1st July

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H)                                                                                                                                              
chairman@minicooper.org  

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter                                                                                                                                           
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, 
Hants, SO31 8FJ                                                                
02380 560073 (H)

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman                                                                                                                                          
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun, 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN                                                                                                                   
01302 883550 (H)                                                                                                   
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage                                                                                                                                           
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley 
Wood, Birmingham, B37 7NE                                                                          
0121 680 1814 (H)                                                                                                                    
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register                                                                                          
Robert Young - See Chairman

Appendix K Register                                                                                                                              
Russell Earnshaw                                                                                                                                         
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, 
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899                                                                                                         
russell.earnshaw@adp-architects.com 

Cooper S MK I Register                                                                                                                           
Simon Wheatcroft                                                                                                                                     
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539                                                                                                               
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com 

Cooper MK I Register                                                                                                                             
Barbara Alexander                                                                                                                             
Kilmeston, 39 Newgate Lane, Peel Common,  
Fareham, Hants, PO14 1BQ                                                                                                                                              
01329 665434                                                                                               
barbaraalexander945@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK II Register                                                                                                                                         
Nick Hunter                                                                                                                                           
01785 813693                                                                                                     
nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net 

Cooper MK II Register                                                                                                                           
Graham E Robinson                                                                                                                                        
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering,  
Essex, SS3 0HW                                                                       
01702 219298                                                                                        
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK III Register                                                                                                                        
Simon Wheatcroft                                                                                                                                 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar

Rover Cooper Register                                                                                                                      
John Parnell                                                                                                                                          
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, 
London N21 1JE  020 8886 8226                                                                                                       
rovercooper@minicooper.org 

Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register                                                                                         
Steve Burkinshaw                                                                                                                                       
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD                                                                                               
01923 855971                                                                                                                     
stevebee49@live.co.uk 

Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register                                                                                                      
David Davies                                                                                                                                           
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF                                                                                            
01244 332282                                                                                                                 
daviddavies15@sky.com 

Innocenti Cooper Register                                                                                                                  
Foster Charlton                                                                                                                                         
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019                                                                                                           
gingerfoss@hotmail.com 

Mini Super Register                                                                                                                                   
Garry Dickens                                                                                                                                        
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
dickens.garry@gmail.com  

1275GT Register                                                                                                                                         
Suzy Kinsman                                                                                                                                          
15 The Drive, Woolavington, Somerset, TA7 8EJ                                                                                
07899 067025                                                                                                       
1275gt@minicooper.org  

New MINI Cooper Register                                                                                                               
Martyn Collins                                                                                                                                          
121 Tamworth Road, Hertford, Herts, SG13 7DN                                                                                
07989 683654                                                                                                       
martyn.collins@gmail.com                                                                                                                                     

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org forum.minicooper.org 

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Website and Forum 
Graham W Robinson                                                                                                                                         
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma                                                                                                                                        
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB                                                                      
0208 898 9476 (H)                                                                                                    
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration  
Sarah Monk                                                                                                                                 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House,   
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284                                                                                          
mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk 

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H)                                                                                                                                              
membership@minicooper.org  

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard                                                                                                                                          
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD                                                                                                                
01304 330715 (H)                                                                                                   
events@minicooper.org                                                                                                                                      

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss                                                                                                                                             
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG
01730 818336 (H)                                                                                                   
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter                                                                                                                                           
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H)                                                                                                                                              
regalia@minicooper.org 

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb         
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH                                                                                                                                     
07834 081697                                                                                                                                           
regions@minicooper.org 

Public Relations 
Paul Sulma                                                                                                                                        
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB                                                                      
0208 898 9476 (H)                                                                                                    
editor@minicooper.org                                                                                                                                           

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt                                                                                                                                          
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ
01923 816757                                                                                                                       
cars@minicooper.org                                                                                                                         

Non Designated Committee Members 
Ken Hunter 01344 772446 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist                                                                                                                                           
Robert Young - See Chairman

Heritage Liaison                                                                                                                                    
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary 

DVLA V765 Contact 
(Vehicle Registration Recovery)  
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476   
email - v765@minicooper.org 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 



EDITORIAL
W ell I can’t believe it’s a year 

since I put myself forward to 
take over editing CooperWorld from 
Lesley Young after her very long stint 
at the job. I am not at all sure if I will 
ever match her 15 years doing the 
job but I will carry on with it as long 
as I continue to enjoy doing it, and 
particularly so as it is more of a hobby 
job for me than an out and out job if I 
am honest.

Anyway, turning to what we have 
in this edition of CooperWorld, Pete Flanagan has, once again, 
put together one of his really interesting photo archive articles. 
This article covers the incredible race meetings that were held at 
Crystal Place in south east London in the 1960s, when the Mini 
was probably at its most competitive in all forms of motorsport.

Talking of racing Minis, and not ones from the distant past but 
the here and now ones in 2015, Robert Young has written 
an interesting account of the Goodwood 73rd Members’ 
race meeting. This featured two racing Mini Clubmans both 
meticulously built and then also raced by the much respected 
father and son team of Glynn and Nick Swift. Robert’s article is 
accompanied by some great photos of the Swiftune Minis duelling 
with the huge and more powerful American racing machinery - a 
bit of a David versus Goliath spectacle being the order of the day 
for the classic racing car enthusiasts who attended.

Then, for those of us who are interested in the restoration of cars, 
Practical Classics magazine held their second restoration show 

once again at the NEC. I went to inaugural show last year to 
see what it was all about, and for the first show of its kind that I 
had been to it was quite interesting. I was particularly fascinated 
seeing the significant number of pre restoration ‘Barn find’ cars 
that were being showed. The sad gathering of such cars never 
failed to draw a constant and inquisitive crowd whatever the 
make of vehicles that were on display. Well, I was not the only 
MCR member to have gone to the show this year again since 
Cliff Porter went along too, and he has kindly submitted an 
article on the show with his views and thoughts on it.

We also have the first part of a three part article written by 
Richard Pengelly on the very important subject of tyres. Richard 
has taken a lot of time in researching the subject in some depth 
as you will see when you come to read his article, which I would 
urge you to do as Richard primarily deals with the safety issues 
associated with the use and maintenance of tyres. You will find 
his article under the heading of Technical Topics on page 40 of 
the magazine.

Finally, I would direct you to have a look at the rather retro 
looking advert below my editorial which you will find looks 
familiar if you are of a certain age. But whatever your vintage, I 
hope you find it compelling enough that you might act upon the 
message it conveys!

Paul Sulma  
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As we head into May, my favourite month, the show season has 
now got under way. Brooklands Mini Day, right at the end of 

March, is the usual season opener for outdoor shows and sadly this 
year it suffered on a rather wet and windy day that rather dampened 
enthusiasm – literally. Nonetheless, the MCR put on a fine display - it’s 
just debatable if this show is a bit too early in the year. Having said that, 
the superb 73rd Goodwood race members’ meeting, held the week 
previous, was superb and although cold, it was at least dry and the 
racing was brilliant.

We are now only a matter of six weeks away from Beaulieu, and with 
that all the sunshine that this event brings.  If you haven’t bought 

your advanced tickets yet, I’d strongly advise you to do so, as the saving 
is considerable – especially if you don’t turn up in a Mini. This year, all the 
advanced tickets will be ‘e-tickets’ meaning you will have to apply for these 
on line via the MCR’s website and download a paper ticket which, when 
printed off, will be scanned at the gate. This saves both time and money, so I 
hope you take advantage of this slick new system. Beaulieu promises to be as 
good as ever and we are delighted to again accept Carole Nash’s kind offer of 
sponsorship for the event. We are fortunate that they do take a keen interest 
in the club and are grateful for their continued sponsorship of the MCR. If 
you need to insure your Mini, do make a point of giving them a call to see 
just what they can do for you as an MCR member. They will, of course, be at 
Beaulieu and will be delighted to give you quotes for Mini insurance.  

Trade stands for Beaulieu are selling exceedingly well, thanks to Keith 
Redwood and this is always a big added bonus for those attending on the 
day – if you need that special part, there is a good chance it will turn up at 
Beaulieu. We are also continuing with the ‘Trunk Traders’ pitches which are 
specifically designed for club members wanting to shift unwanted parts - and 
not for general traders. These pitches are much cheaper than a trade stand, 
however you won’t be allowed a table or to turn up in a van. So it’s designed 
as a cheap affordable way to clear out that garage of old Mini parts. Turn 
up with your boot full of parts and turn it into cash. You will need a Trunk 
Traders ticket, available from Tony Salter on:- 02380 560073. So give him a 
call, tell him you want a Trunk Traders ticket and he’ll do the rest.

Let’s hope that the sun shines and Tony Salter’s final Beaulieu is one to 
remember. As a final plea, Tony would still like some more volunteers to 
help on the day, as without that, the day just can’t run. Give Tony a call on:- 
02380 560073 and offer to lend a hand. All he needs is for you to give up an 
hour or so of the day and you’ll get his thanks and a free entry ticket. Don’t 
forget, if it’s not too late already, if you wish to display your car as part of 
your Register’s display, do contact your Registrar and offer your car now.

Robert Young  

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

The AGM, held back at the freshly 
refurbished Coventry Motor 

Museum, was disappointingly not well 
attended this year, largely I suspect 
because we had no choice but to 
convene the meeting on Mothering 
Sunday – something we try to avoid. 
Unfortunately, this was the only date 
within March we could hire the room.  
So, a big thank you to those who 
did attend and for the valuable input 
from the floor on matters that were 
discussed. Full copies of the resulting 

minutes are up on the Members Only area of the forum, along with 
the Financial Accounts. For those without a computer, or wishing for 
a hard copy, you can write to the club Secretary who will post you a 
copy. A stamped addressed envelope would be appreciated.

The existing Committee were all re-elected and at the subsequent 
Committee meeting after the AGM I am happy to say that I was, once 
again, voted on as Chairman for another year, along with Tony Salter as 
Vice Chairman.  We do have a strong Committee and I am grateful for 
their support. I will continue to do my level best for the MCR and thank 
the Committee for all of their hard work over the past year and look 
forward to their support over the next twelve months.

It does, however, still bother me that it is the same extremely small 
band of people who do all the work for this club. We are fortunate to 
be, as a club, in a strong position, both financially and in membership 
numbers but as I look around the Committee, many of whom are now 
retired people, I do wonder where the MCR will be in five or ten years 
time, because this Committee will not be here for ever. We do need 
some new young blood to come onto the Committee with an offer of 
doing something. 

One area of major concern is Beaulieu. This year is the last Beaulieu that 
Tony Salter is prepared to run for the club and, unless we find someone, 
and a team, to run our National Day for us next year, we could be 
in serious trouble. We do rely heavily on the financial contribution 
Beaulieu makes to the MCR coffers and it would be unthinkable that 
we should not have our National Day. If we do not find a team, the only 
other option is to outsource the running of the event to a commercial 
organisation – sadly the downside of that is they will no doubt take most, 
if not all, of the profit for themselves and we will be left with little. Not a 
great solution but one that would at least keep the event running. Time 
will tell if we have to go down this path.
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We welcome the following new members who joined during March

NEW MEMBERS
Debi Marie Roberts, Stafford Staffordshire
Nick & Sarah Morgan, Bath
Nicholas Smart, Swindon, Wiltshire
Alfred Dumain, Stockton-on-tees, Teesside
Paul Healey, Bury, Lancashire
Darren & Paula Damerell, Lowestoft, Suffolk
Alison & Simon Whiting, Richmond, Surrey
Russell & Luke Harris, Hersham, Surrey
Rodger Howard, Heidelberg Heights, Australia
Mark Richardson, Bexhill On Sea, East Sussex
David Martin, Caldicot, Monmouthshire
Graham Lloyd, Stourbridge, West Midlands
Jeff Pratt, Rowlands Gill, Tyne And Wear
Oliver Schepp-Danne, Willich, Nrw, Germany
Terry & Helen Schraider, Bracknell, Berkshire
David Walmsley, Newcastle, Staffs

John Gorlesky, Illesheim, USA
Richard Daniels, Folkestone, Kent
Paul & Helen Winter, Maidstone, Kent
John & Pauline Shackford, Christchurch, Dorset
Kevin Docherty, Dunblane, Perthshire
Richard Bladen, Christchurch, Dorset
James Adams, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham
Gary & Susie Daniels, Allentown, Pa, USA
David Rose, Hersham, Surrey
Stewart Hebditch & Caroline Burchett, Maidstone, Kent
Trevor Brown, Woking, Surrey
Richard Kewell, Wickford, Essex
Michael Chalk, Loughton, Essex
Simon Donovan, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire
Nicholas Weir, Hitchin, Hertfordshire



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED
Unit 2 Broadfield Farm, Great Somerford, Chippenham, Wiltshire  Sn15 5El   Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316   Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk   Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk
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We have a club stand at Brands Hatch again for the Mini festival on 
the 28th June, contact me to book a place on the club stand and go to 
http://www.mini-festival.co.uk/ then Brands Hatch. Please then enter 
the code MCR for a discount when purchasing tickets.

Final reminder for the Silverstone Classic 25/26th July 2015 booking 
closes end of May, contact John Price at SC_15@icloud.com for 
further details.  

That’s all for now!   

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715   
Tel: events@minicooper.org      

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

I have attended my first events of the year, 
firstly the visit to Heritage Panels Factory, 

a fabulous day, thanks to all who made the 
journey, it was a really interesting day out. 
We will go back later in the year when 
we have been promised Mini production. 
Watch this space for further details. A 
big thanks to the guys from the Thames 
Valley Region for hosting the early show in 
the calendar at Brooklands, a wet, windy 
but enjoyable day and a lovely relaxed 
atmosphere on the MCR stand. Reports 
elsewhere in this issue of Cooperworld.

Looking forward to the LSMOC London 
to Brighton run on the 17th May, fingers crossed for good weather. We 
will have a club stand in Brighton on the day so come along and say hi!

Don’t forget the Historic Marathon Rally Show on the 31st May at the 
Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon, Cliff Porter will organise a club stand 
if sufficient interest by 8th May. Contact Cliff via email at warwick@
cliffdporter.co.uk.

EVENTS CALENDAR
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EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2015

May

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day  
Date: 2nd- 3rd May    
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park for MK1 Mini’s 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 1st-4th May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run  
Date: 2nd – 3rd May (2nd Classic show & 3rd Run) 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, Wilts 
Contact: www.dewsc.org.uk   
MCR Club Stand Contact: Wilts. & Dorset Region  
malcsmf@btinternet.com

Event: Donington Historic Festival   
Date: 2nd-4th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Pallot’s Steam and Classic Fayre  
Date: 9th May 
Location: Rue de Bechet, Trinity, Jersey, JE3 5BE 
Contact: Mark Le Gallias - Jersey Region -  
mk1leg@hotmail.com

Event: British Mini Day   
Date: 10th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: London to Brighton Mini Run 2015  
Date: 17th May 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble   
Date: 16-17th May 
Location: Beaulieu, Hampshire    
Details: One of the UK’s largest autojumble’s. 
Contact: http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/beaulieu-events/
spring-autojumble

Event: Stirling and District Classic Car Show  
Date: 17th May 
Location: Bridge of Allan    
Details: Over 700 classic cars and autojumble 
Contact: Geoff Marr, MCR Scotland    
geoff.marr@btinternet.com    
http://www.sdccc.co.uk/index.php/show.html

Event: Dose of Vintage Classic & vintage Fair  
Date: 23rd May 
Location: Basingstoke Road, Alton, Hampshire 
Contact: www.doseofvintage.co.uk

Event: Kent Region get together and picnic! At the Deal 
Classic & Motor Show!    
Date: 24th May 
Location: Walmer Green, Deal 
Contact: Kent Region, Justin & Annmarie Ridyard,   
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Thistle Run    
Date: 24th May 
Location: TBC 
Contact: www.miniclan.com

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2015  
Date: 22-25th May 
Location: Greater Island of Lake Zarasas, known as 
Little England, in north east Lithuania 
Contact: www.imm2015.lt

Event: Historic Marathon Rally Show   
Date: 31st May 
Location: Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon, CV35 0BJ 
Contact: Warwickshire Region - Cliff Porter will organise a 
club stand if sufficient interest by 8th May.

Event: 27th London to Brighton Classic Car Run and 
15th London to Brighton Kit & Sports Car Run  
Date: 31st May 
Location: Royal Park at Greenwich to Madeira Drive, 
Brighton 
Contact: http://www.classicmotorevents.co.uk/

June

Event: Thirlestane Castle Historic Motoring Extravaganza 
Date: 7th June 
Location: Thirlestane Castle, Lauder. Over 500 classic cars 
expected for 2015. Static show with concours judging. Also 
includes an autojumble. It is open to all marques of Mini’s 
Contact: John Heatlie, MCR Scotland.     
Email: johnheatlie012@btinternet.com

Event: Wilton Classic and Supercar Show  
Date: 6th and 7th June 
Location: Wilton House, Wilton, Northants SP2 8PX 
Contact: http://www.wiltonclassicandsupercars.co.uk/

Event: Jersey International Motoring Festival (Sprint and 
Hill climbs and static displays)   
Date: 4th-7th June 
Location: Jersey (various) 
Contact: Mark Le Gallias - Jersey Region -  
mk1leg@hotmail.com Website at www.jimf.je 

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: Sunday 14th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands and 
concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. It is 
open to all marques of Minis/MINI’s. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org   
Tickets: http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/beaulieu-
events/club-rally/mini-cooper-rally

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 13th-14th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com 

Event: 2nd Summer Solstice   
Date: 20th June (Saturday) 
Location: Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb, Shelsley Walsh, 
WR6 6RP 
Contact: Victoria at The Replacement Service via  
T: 01905 330063 or     
E: victoria.rawlings@trsclaims.co.uk

Event: Eridge Park Classic Car Show  
Date: 21st June 
Location: Eridge Park, Tunbridge Wells 
Contact: chris.m.wynne@btinternet.com

Event: MG Live featuring Competitions 60  
Date: 20th-21st June 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: Saturday will be the feature day when ex-BMC 
Competitions staff/drivers etc have been invited along. 
MG Car Club are planning to offer associated club 
(e.g.MCR)  members discounted entry tickets. http://
www.mgcc.co.uk/mglive/

Event: Festival of Speed    
Date: 26th-28th June 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk



Event: Mini Festival 2015 (South)  
Date: 28th June 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/   
events@minicooper.org

Event: MCR Scotland Breakfast Run & Meeting  
Date: 28th June 
Location: Start:  Powmill Milk Bar (near Dollar) 9 AM.   
Finish:  Murrayshall Hotel, Scone, Perth 12:30 PM. Open 
to all marques of Mini’s.  There will be a meeting at 12:30 
at Murrayshall Hotel for those that just want to attend a 
meeting and not the run. 
Contact: ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

July

Event: Champagne Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 4th-5th July 
Location: Champagne Region, France 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

Event: Thames Valley Road Run to the Haynes Motor Museum 
Date: 5th July 
Location: Sparkford, Somerset BA227LH 
Contact: Contact the Thames Valley region at    
thames_valley@minicooper.org

Event: Miniworld Live (for Mini’s and MINI’s)  
Date: 5th July 
Location: Rockingham Raceway, Corby, 
Northamptonshire NN17 5AF 
Contact: http://www.miniworld.co.uk/

Event: Wheels of Yesteryear Rally   
Date: 5th July 
Location: Mining Museum, Newtongrange and finishes 
(via Glenkinchie distillery) at Lennoxlove House.  Rally, 
static show and concours. 
Contact: http://www.wheelsofyesteryear.org.uk/events.html

Event: Glamis Castle – Vintage Vehicle Extravaganza.  
Date: 11th - 12th July 
Location: Glamis Castle, Forfar, Angus. Autojumble, Rally, 
static show and concours.  Open to all MCR members and 
marques of Mini’s.  Attendance can be one or both days.   
Website: http://www.glamis-castle.co.uk/events.cfm 
Contact: Scottish Region. Ben & Patricia Webb  ben_
patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk to reserve a place!

Event: Lavender Run    
Date: 19th July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Classic Nostalgia at Shelsley Walsh inc. Hillclimb 
Date: 18th-19th July 
Location: Shelsley Walsh, Worcester 
Contact: http://www.shelsley-walsh.co.uk/events/
content.asp?s=21&ei=406&nei=25

Event: Naunton Classic & Vintage Transport Show & 
Village Fete     
Date: 19th July 
Location: Naunton Recreation Ground (SAT NAV Post 
Code: GL54 3AS) 
Contact: To register your vehicle contact: 
mike.smith24@outlook.com Info at www.
nauntonclassicandvintagetransportshowandfete.co.uk

Event: Kent Region get together and picnic! At the 
Bearsted Classic Car Show for Kent Air Ambulance. 
Date: 19th July 
Location: Bearsted Green Nr Maidstone. 
Contact: Kent Region, contact Justin & Annmarie Ridyard, 
email: h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Silverstone Classic   
Date: 24th, 25th and 26th July (Club presence Sat 25th! 
One day only!) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price sc_15@icloud.com

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill   
Date: 31st July – 2nd August 
Location: Marley Eternit Social Club, Whaddon Road, 
Meldreth 
Contact: Trevor knowles.madhouse@virgin.net

August

Event: Croft Nostalgia    
Date: 8th – 9th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car and military vehicle show 
Contact: http://www.croftmilitary.co.uk/

Event: Mini Festival 2015 (North)  
Date: 8th August 
Location: Oulton Park 
Contact: Oulton Park    
http://www.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park    
Date: 15th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Biggar Rally    
Date: TBC 16th August 
Location: Biggar. Rally, static car show, concours and 
autojumble.  Camping also available.    
Website: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally  
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Ham Sandwich Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 30th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

September

Event: Bo’ness Hillclimb Revival   
Date: 5th-6th September 
Location: Bo’ness Circuit, Kinneil House. Historic hillclimb, 
static car show, concours.    
http://www.bonesshillclimb.org.uk/ 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Beaulieu International Autojumble  
Date: 5 & 6th September 
Location: Beaulieu, Hampshire 
Details: One of the UK’s largest autojumble’s 
Contact: http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/beaulieu-events/
international-autojumble

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 11th-13th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: 13th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Minis to Ireland    
(A few places left)    
Date: 17th – 24th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: chairman@minicooper.org

Event: RAF Mini Club – Battle of Britain Run  
Date: 19th September 
Location: Various – Watford to Folkestone 
Contact: RAF Mini Club on Facebook.

Event: Rally Car Day    
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Brian Davage -  bridavage@gmail.com

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: 19th-20th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or   
Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: 26th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

October

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally   
Date: 17th October 
Location: Newcastle area 
Contact: Niall Cook – Newcastle & Durham Region  
naillcook@tiscalli.co.uk

Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: 18th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

November

Event: MCR Club Meeting – Scottish Region  
Date: 1st November, 12 PM 
Location: The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel, 
Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 13-15th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

February 2016

Event: London Classic Car Show   
Date: 18-21st February 2016 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/
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EVENTS

•	ALL	MINI	RACE	LINE-UP
•	TWO-DAY	WEEKEND	EVENT
•	HUGE	MINI	CLUB	STANDS
•	TRADE	VILLAGE

•	LIVE	MUSIC	
•	MINI	PARADES	AND		
	 DEMONSTRATIONS
•	FUNZONE	PLUS	MORE		
	 FAMILY	ENTERTAINMENT

SPECIALDISCOUNTSAVAILABLE FOR MINI 
OWNERS AND CLUBS
See website for details

0843 453 9000 MINI-FESTIVAL.CO.UK
*Advance tickets available until midday Wednesday 24 June. Postage fee applies.

FEATURING:

ONLINE* TICKETS FROM £18 KIDS UNDER 13 FREE
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National Mini Cooper Day, Beaulieu 
Sunday 14th June 2015

Beaulieu 2015 will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the introduction of the RSP Mini Cooper; the car that saw the rebirth 
of the official Mini Cooper in 1990.  Although only about 1100 were made, the Cooper models that followed carried the 
classic Mini through to the 21st century.  As a part of our celebration of these cars there will be space reserved in the main 
arena for all RSPs that attend the show.  Selected cars with their owners will be asked to parade in the arena at lunch 
time.  There the owners will also be interviewed by Graham Robson, our commentator for the day.  Graham is a noted car 
historian and author of many books shedding light on the inner workings of the car manufacturers of the 1960s.  

Also occupying space within the arena will be a selection of cars that featured in the iconic Cars and Car Conversions 
magazine from the 60s, 70s and 80s.  These were cars that had their exploits recounted in the magazine and were used 
in competition by many well known drivers of the time.

Then just outside of the arena we will have a display of Ex-Works and Special Tuning cars that are bound to attract the 
usual gathering of honorary members and interested enthusiasts.

The concours, probably one of the best Mini only ones in the country, will be positioned back in the arena and promises 
to feature some of the best cars from the show circuit.  John White and his team of Judges will be searching for new 
winners of the nine classes of awards and the two major trophies. 

Classes remain the same this year, but entry will be allowed on the day, providing that the class has not been filled by pre-
booked entries.  Pre-booking will be cheaper at £5.00 per car plus the cost of an advance ticket @ £9.75.  Entry into the 
concours on the day will be £7.50.   Please go to www.minicooper.org and follow the Beaulieu link.  From there the concours 
form can be downloaded.

We are looking for more trade stands and in particular autojumble ones. Following on from the last couple of successful 
years there will also be an area reserved for private autojumbling.  This will be for a small cost but there will be neither 
vans allowed nor tables. This is for those people who are simply clearing out a collection of parts to be contained in one 
area (which will be sign posted). This is for non trade sellers only and will be policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock to get rid of and give buyers more choice.

Prices have been held from last year and advance tickets can be bought via the link on the website www.minicooper.org 
then follow the Beaulieu link.

Please remember that an entry ticket also includes admission to the National Motor Museum and other Beaulieu attractions.  

All this and the usual swathe of Minis old and new, many and varied, means Beaulieu is the place to be on the 14th June 
this year if you are a Mini enthusiast. 

Please note that any non Mini (not booked into the autojumble) coming into the show will be directed to a car park 
away from the show area.

Club and regional stands are welcome, please book your advance tickets via the ticket line and visit the website to 
download a copy of the clubs and regions form.

We will also need help with marshalling duties, so please see the separate advert for details.

Hope to see you there!

Tony Salter  

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.
Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers

Our National Show at Beaulieu 
is but a few months away                                                    

and volunteers are required to 
help with the parking duties. 

In return for two to three hours work you 
will receive free entry to the show and all 

the Beaulieu attractions.  We will also supply 
a meal and drink ticket and should the 

weather be very warm (let’s hope so!) plenty 
to drink of the non alcoholic variety.

If you are interested in
helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073
alternatively email me on
beaulieu@minicooper.org

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble.   We will have an 
area reserved for private autojumbling from 
a non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £15 in advance, or £20 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket.   

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter (02380 560073).

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 

website www.minicooper.org and send to 
Ken Hunter (details on form).

If you do not have access to a computer
call Ken on 01344 772446 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket. 

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to 
renew your membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form 
with your renewal notification, 

if you have not already signed up to this 
form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about renewing 

in the future as this will be 
done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker 
but you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS
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Bournemouth Weekend 2015Brooklands Mini Day Sunday 29th March
By Robert Clayson
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The Thames Valley Region again took on the running of our stand at this show. Brooklands 
had moved the show back to its more traditional Sunday. This year it coincided with the 

clocks going forward.  The stand was alongside the main pedestrian entrance and over the 
walkway from the trade stands. Nearby there was an autotest, all of which helped to bring 
visitors to our stand.

Watching the weather leading up to Sunday it appeared to get more and more wet! At least it 
was only drizzle, no downpours. It did clear up a bit towards the end of the afternoon but was 
accompanied by a strong wind.

It wouldn’t be Brooklands if we didn’t have to be in a very slow moving queue to get in!

Ken had twenty places to fill; despite interest being slow to start off with we managed to fill 
the stand. Somehow we ended up with more than twenty cars! We managed to get plenty of 
variety as you can see from the accompanying photographs.

We welcomed members from near and 
far – so well done for coming and sorry the 
weather wasn’t better!

Overall we felt the day was a great success 
with the stand always busy with lots and lots 
of interest.

Ken and I would like to thank everyone who 
brought their cars along and especially those 
who spent time talking to interest onlookers.

Robert Clayson
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www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

01376 574000 
 Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

 Terms & Conditions apply 

PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers. 

Classic Car  -  Modern Car  -  Classic 4x4
Classic Military  -  Classic Bike  -  Classic Commercial

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great
deal on your RENEWAL, our classic

car policies deliver exceptional
cover at very affordable premiums

The ‘BEST’ Deal In
CLASSIC MINI INSURANCE

1985
30 YEARS 2015

Single Car
Policies

Multi-Car
Discounts

Modern & Classic
Cars on One Policy 

MCR Member Discounts

Special Rates
for Collections 

FREE Agreed Value 

FREE Breakdown & 
Recovery 

All Minis 10 years
& older

£70
 from

 50%
 up to

Sunday May 3rd 2015

I am again offering to organise an MCR presence 
at this marvellous Midlands racing circuit on 
Sunday May 3rd. I am after members who would 
like to show their vehicles at this meeting, and it 
will be on a first come first served basis as space 
is always limited due to all the classic car clubs 
who take part.

Details of discounted ticket deals for attendees 
will follow.
More general information is available from the 
official Donington website    
www.doningtonhistoric.com
To contact me phone 01664 566614 and leave a 
message or email me on jfilor@talktalk.net with 
your contact and car details.
 
Thank you.
Jerry Filor

Donington 
Historic Festival
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Bournemouth Weekend 2015British Motor Heritage Factory Visit
By Sean Doyle

The MCR organised a visit to the British Motor Heritage factory in 
Witney Oxfordshire and I was fortunate to be on the guest list.BMH 

was set up in 1975 as part of British Leyland to support owners and the 
market place by putting genuine parts for classic British cars back into 
manufacture using the original tooling wherever possible. In 2001, the 
company was acquired from BMW and has since been successfully run 
as an independent company.

On arrival we were given a very warm welcome by Martin Davies and 
his staff. Refreshments were on hand which was perfect, particularly for 
those members who had travelled from afar, which was quite a few! Prior 
to commencing our tour, we were given a briefing on how the company 
came to be, what it was currently processing and an insight into the 
future. There was talk of producing a Mk1/2 Mini bodyshell in the future 
- but this was played down to a possibly maybe by Martin Davies. He 
was bombarded with some very tough questions about future plans etc, 
which, unlike a politician, he answered in credible style with fairness and 
honesty. It was a bit like being put on the spot by schoolchildren trying to 
ask the most difficult question they could think of! Fair play to him as he 
took all this in his stride without fobbing anyone off.

We started our tour in the archive room which in itself seemed a fairly 
nondescript office until you learn of its contents. In here they have 
collated a vast amount of original plans and drawings of untold numbers 
of British cars including a very special and famous car called a Mini! What 
was even more remarkable, other than the amount of information they 
had amassed over the years, was the fact they were happy to let people 
study it, not keeping it secret. Incredible to think they still work from the 
original plans. Moving on, we passed through some of the stores viewing 
thousands of bits of metal in various shapes and sizes, with some of us 
trying to guess what they were for, amazed at how many varied bits go 
into the range of cars they cater for. Martin was a mine of information 
about how the company researches what is needed and when. It must 
be very difficult to know what’s in demand at any one time around the 
world as they don’t just supply inner and outer A panels! MG and Triumph 
owners get the same fantastic service and quality as us in the Mini world.

From here we moved into the main production area which is quite 
a sight. They have set up a perfect production line similar to that 
of yesteryear only a little smaller, using the actual equipment from 
Cowley and Longbridge. It was like stepping back in time. At the time 
of our visit they were building MGB roadsters, a fascinating sight. The 
amount of work put into assembly is incredible. When they say ‘hand 
built’ they mean it. Each shell takes about 2 1/5 days to complete. On 
completion, the shell is thoroughly checked for panel gap and fit with 
any adjustments done. This was very interesting to watch, making 
you feel like you were watching a lost art. Given the experiences I 
have had restoring my MK 2 Cooper, using BMH panels of course, the 
thought of buying a new completed shell sounds very interesting. Not 
for everyone I agree, but nice to have a choice. One of the fascinating 
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Manual Spot welding MG bodyshellMaking MG bodyshell

Front end of a Mini

Another original BMC factory jig

Original BMC factory jig
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aspects of this tour for me as a new member was the enormous amount of knowledge around 
me. Martin was constantly explaining various processes taking place around us and the equipment 
being used which you have to keep reminding yourself came from the original production line. On 
top of that you have your fellow members who for me are a life line. Whenever we looked at a 
jig or spot welder for a section of a Mini, the talk nearly always included some tale of fixing, fitting 
repairing of finding the said part. Quite fantastic, adding to the experience.

On our walk around the factory there were few restrictions enabling you to get a very up close up 
look at how it all works and, although it was MGB week, Martin made sure we got to see all the 
tooling for the Mini. Hard to believe that they still use the actual bench jig to check front and rear sub 
frames, a relic from the past still going strong. Amongst the many and varied parts produced in this 
understated factory in leafy Oxford is the E type bonnet which involves an enormous amount of skilled 
work to complete. It made you feel a bit like a mountaineer who, when they reach the summit, plants 
their national flag with the anthem playing in the background! A real red, white and blue moment.

Whilst moving around upstairs we came across a dismantled Cooper / S? Was this a rare works car, ex 
racer owned by someone famous perhaps?  No, just an ex rally car being used for study and measuring 
purposes. Needless to say, it was inspected with close scrutiny by our travelling experts and more 
bombardment of questions for Martin Davies! From memory I recall lots of questions again about a 
Mk1 shell, but as the factory was quite noisy, I can’t remember if anything was confirmed by the BMH 
staff. Readers, if you’re still awake, then you can draw your own conclusions on that one.

Towards the end of our tour we were shown the actual jig that still makes the rear sub frame. 
Although this was not at work on the day it was a very interesting piece to look at, making you 
wonder just how many frames this one had produced! On our return to the visitors’ area we 
were shown a film on how this process takes place using this very machine. Again Martin took 
more questions as he concluded our visit. A big thank you to him and his staff for the warm 
welcome and time they gave us. A great reminder of one of our superb British manufacturers 
supplying quality parts for British cars all over the world.

Justin Ridyard organised another great visit for MCR members, no surprise to most, but to 
anybody new to the register, look out for the various visits and join in. They are so worthwhile 
in many respects, great fun, connecting with other members who are a font of knowledge whilst 
seeing some great places. I would like to thank my fellow members for the good company they 
provided, travelling from all over, proving what a hardy lot we must be.

Sean Doyle
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Archive Room Spare parts

Original parts, manually operated parts 
press machine

Plate reading AD018

Mini inner wings

Jig for subframe?

Mini bonnetsGroup shot
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Bournemouth Weekend 2015Practical Classics - Restoration Show – NEC March
By Cliff Porter

Following on the success of last year’s 
show I was very interested to pop 

along and see what they had to offer 
this time.   I had been receiving regular 
e-mails about the event and, in the week 
before, the organisers’ posted a copy of 
the show catalogue which included a list of 
exhibitors, car clubs & that all important 
Autojumble section.

I went on the Saturday and although 
there was the usual queue to get into the 
car parks, it appeared that the show car 
park was quite empty at 11am.  I spent 
a very satisfying few hours wandering 
around the two halls.   The Mini scene 
was well represented with cars displayed 
on several stands, which were not just 
the three owners’ club stands which are 
located in the Midlands.

My plan was to walk the halls in a definite 
way to enjoy the experience and hopefully 
see every stand.  Initially I made my way 
to a paint supplier who was very happy 
to answer my stupid questions so I went 
away very satisfied with the advice given.  
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His advice set the scene for the show as all my 
questions were answered, which, I believe, is 
the way visitors to a restoration show should 
be treated.

I did take some pictures and I have left it to 
Paul to choose them but I will make some 
observations.

Minis were displayed on several stands to 
support the business.  One stand promoting 
sound deadening material had a Mini shorty 
on display.  Closer inspection revealed that 
it was for music systems but in this case 
the volume must have been very loud as 
the back of the car had been blown away.  
Seriously, the soundproofing did look 
good and later I saw the company fitting 
it to a Jenson bodyshell on another stand.   
Another company promoting fuel-cleaning 
systems had a Mini.   The Owen Motor club 
had a couple of Minis, one of which was 
proudly displaying a MCR window sticker 
and the other, a Sprite, was being restored.

The Midlands based Mini Clubs had good 
displays.   Among the three cars on the 

Mini Minor’s clean and original interior

‘Time warp’ engine bay of very low mileage Minivan in the Silverstone auction

‘Barn find’ 1962 Mini Minor
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Midlands Mini Club stand was a Clubman Traveller awaiting 
restoration.   On the British Mini Club stand a car was being 
worked on and was projected to be completed by the Sunday 
evening and driven home.  Trevor Ripley was also displaying his 
South African Wolseley 1000 which he intends to restore.  We 
had a very interesting discussion about the door lock mechanism 
as the winding window blocks the shaft from the external handle 
to the lock just like on the Radfords.   I was interested to observe 
that the Wolseley had metal door pockets and yellow was not the 
original colour!  Mike & Glynis who are usually seen with their 
trade stand at many shows especially at Beaulieu were present 
as representatives of the Birmingham Mini Club.   Mike and his 
friends were very busy working on a 25th Anniversary car which is 
to be completed in time for their trip to the IMM in Lithuania.   In 
among their other cars was a Riley Elf.

Silverstone Auctions were holding an auction on the Saturday evening 
and there were three Minis included:  
1968 Austin Mk2 Minivan with an estimate of £23 - £25,000 but was unsold;
1986 Mini Mayfair Limited edition auto with an estimate of £8,500 - 
£10,000 but sold at £7,500.  
1998 Rover Mini Cooper Sport Limited with an estimate of £8 - 
£10,000 but sold for £10,688.  This car was built in 1998 as a display 
car for a German dealer but was unsold and reimported to the UK in 
1999, had 3 owners and covered 17,000 miles.

Although not a Mini, I could not resist including another lot as it 
reminded me of my teenage years when I could not wait to get off 
my bike and take to the road in a motorized vehicle.  Nick Hunter 
started a nostalgic thread and wanted to see a picture of me with 
the car.  Sadly I did not see the car when I wandered into the auction 
area to take photos of the Minis for this article.  The car was a 1960 
Berkeley T-60 3 wheel convertible Microcar, described as follows 
“Did this car influence the Iconic Aston Martin DB5?”  It did have a 
328cc engine which was a lot more than the two wheel allowance of 
50cc.  You could also get the wind in your hair and the two wheels 
were at the front.
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Australian type doors fitted to Trevor’s car

The interior of the Outspan orange shaped Mini!

Trevor Ripley’s very rare South African built Wolseley Mini
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In among the barn finds, I found a 1962 Morris 
Mini-Minor which the young owner was very 
proud to tell me he was keen to maintain in its 
current condition with a current MOT rather 
than undertake a full restoration.   I got quite 
nostalgic in the barn find area as there was also 
a 1950’s Hillman. I think it was originally red 
& cream just like my uncle’s car which we all 
described as rhubarb & custard.   

All club stands were welcoming and friendly 
especially the Hillman stand where I spotted 
a 1948 Minx.  It was the very first car I tried 
to drive.  I couldn’t reach the pedals in those 
days so sat on my mother’s cushions in my 
Grandad’s pride and joy.   Hope you like the 
before and after pictures.  Sadly the car will 
not be restored but the owner said it was one 
of the first monocoque bodies.

I also saw the Outspan Mini, a Mini Pick up, 
and I think an MG Metro engined Mini (on an 
MG stand).  There was also a Hornet on the 
Wolseley stand.

The variety and number of club stands with 
very knowledgeable enthusiasts was good and 
I felt that the trade stands were relevant to the 
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Restoration theme.  The Autojumble area was disappointing with a lack of stands. 
The date and position of the show in the annual calendar is good and the restoration equipment 
suppliers were doing quite good business selling consumable items to individual restorers. The 
owners’ clubs were supporting those suppliers with a table on their stands displaying example 
pictures of their wares and the location of relevant Autojumblers at the show.

Overall I thought the show was disappointing after a good initial show in 2014 but there were 
lots of visitors.

A couple of adverts from a 1966 magazine I bought for your enjoyment!

Mini Cooper

Cliff Porter

EX-Works 1275S Ex Issigonis Personal Mini-CooperMorris 

Works (Aaltonen) ’64 Monte Carlo Car
Straight cut gears, six spots, new roof
Lamp, Iodine heads, five new SP3s, new
Weslake head, new clutch, cost £4,000?
(Motor Sport, Mar. 64) etc etc
Full works trim.  Must sell, hence
£645 o.n.o
Tel - Lancs

Almond green/white roof, fitted 908cc engine
10,000 miles ago. Latest calipers.  All in 
exceptional and original condition.
£340
Tel Redditch or Bedford

Birmingham Mini Owner’s display stand
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.



PHOTO ARCHIVE − Pete Flanagan

Though neighbouring Brooklands lays claim to the title of the first 
purpose built race track in the world in 1907, it was the somewhat 
more humble surroundings of Sydenham where Joseph Paxton’s 
‘Crystal Palace’ was re-sited after the Great Exhibition of 1851 that a 
new race track was to emerge as ‘London’s Own Circuit’. Rechristened 
after Paxton’s grand Victorian statement in glass and iron in 1854, 
Penge Place became home to the Crystal Palace for the next 82 years 
alongside the world’s first model dinosaur collection until the palace 
itself was destroyed by fire in 1936. Only one year later the venue, 
which had already held motorcycle and car races on a loose one mile 
surface for several years, held its first proper motor race on a new two 
mile tarmac circuit in front of 20,000 spectators and featured Works 
ERAs, Maseratis, Altas, MGs, Rileys and Bugattis.

At the outbreak of the Second World War, Crystal Palace was taken over by 
the military, who demolished both water towers that had previously flanked 
the palace for fear they might act as navigational aids for the Luftwaffe. 
By the end of hostilities in 1945, the circuit was in a state of decay, the 
MOD being in no rush to remove its guns, tanks or the odd unexploded 
bomb. It wasn’t until 1953 in fact that the roar of racing engines was to be 
heard again around the circuit as the London County Council decided it 
was time for motor racing to resume in the capital. The inaugural event 
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With the 6th running of ‘Motorsport At The Palace’ by Sevenoaks and District Motor 
Club coming up on the weekend of 24th/25th May, I thought we could look at the 

history of the venue and some classic photos of our favourite cars from this race circuit 
nestling in the suburbs of South East London.

Christabel Carlisle leads John Love in 1962. Christabel in her Don 
Moore car was heading for a shock victory over both Cooper Works 
Minis when her clutch failed putting her out of the race

Liz Jones leads Martin Davidson, 1963. Liz in the Alexander 997 
Cooper wins the battle of the tiddlers over the Davidson Newtune 
prepared car. John Whitmore just pips Paddy Hopkirk to the class 
victory, both in new Works 1071s

Peter Clarke in the Don Moore prepared 1071 at Crystal Palace in 
May 1964, now up-rated to the new1275 S engine

John Fitzpatrick leads Mike Young’s Superspeed Anglia and John 
Rhodes’ Mini in 1964. Rhodes was to pass Young for third whilst out 
of shot John Handley in a Broadspeed Mini took the win

Anita Taylor poses with the Aurora BMC sports racer in the 
paddock, 1965. Not a Mini? Well no, though the Taylor family team 
(Aurora Gears Racing) which comprised of brothers Mike and 
David, plus Jim Clark’s Lotus team mate Trevor, did run a team of 
Mini Coopers in 1964 and designed this pretty little racer utilising 
Mini suspension, running gear and a 1071 engine. Mainly raced by 
Trevor Taylor, the car had many good results against much mightier 
machinery and was eventually sold to Mick Clare who ran the car 
for John Wales in the late 1960s. Anita will be reunited with the car 
at Blyton Park on May 2nd alongside her 1964 race Mini
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Gerry Marshall in the 999cc Newtune Mini holds his own against 
the mighty Works Minis of John Rhodes and Warwick Banks. Rhodes 
went on to win in the 1275 ‘S’ whilst Banks was involved on one of 
many accidents during this race in 1965

Gordon Spice leads Tony Lanfranchi, 1966. Lanfranchi was to retire after 
being hit by a brakeless Harry Ratcliffe. Spice meanwhile, in his own 
private Downton powered car, came 2nd to John Rhodes on the day

Willie Green in his Mini, 1967. Though the British Saloon Car 
Championship neglected to visit Crystal Palace in 1967 club racing 
continued as Willie demonstrates here. His day was cut short 
however as he spun at the first corner and was unfortunately T 
boned by a following car

A capacity crowd is entertained by John Rhodes whilst leading the 
tyre smoking Broadspeed Mini of Fitzpatrick with John Lewis giving 
chase, 1965

Geoff Mabbs in the Janspeed Works car, 1966. Mabbs’ association with 
Jan Odor began some years previously having competed in several 
cars for the Salisbury tuning concern including his own ex rally car, a 
rapid Mini Marcos and later the lap record breaking SCA 1 litre Mini. 
Other Janspeed drives included a Unipower GT and an Austin 1800

Andrew Hedges in the Don Moore entry, 1965. Andrew started 
racing in earnest in an A40 but actually became known as one 
of the most successful post war Works MG racers. He did race 
a Mini now and again, including for the BMC Works team. 
Amongst his many interests and achievements, his one time 
membership of the British Olympic Bobsleigh Team stands out. 
He was also a successful International Powerboat racer, he raced 
at Le Mans on four occasions, was sales director for Unipower 
GT in the late 1960s and also Paddy Hopkirk’s best man!

attracted 100,000 visitors and the Crystal Palace Motor Sports Committee, 
which was formed soon after to organise events, had its work cut out 
as objections from local residents brought about a new restriction in the 
number of racing days permitted per year. Now reduced to five days, 
this restriction lasted until the end of the 1960s. The new committee also 
revised and extended the circuit layout from its pre war 1.19 miles to 1.39 
miles, the final incarnation lasting until the circuit closed in 1972 when the 
confines of the track became ill suited to the new safety regulations being 
imposed on race tracks across Europe. Despite expensive improvements 
carried out in the early 1970s, it was clear that racing around such a 
confined circuit at over 100mph was not safe and the last race meeting took 
place in September 1972, the last BSCC round being in May and won by 
Jonathan Buncombe in the Longman Cooper S , 

Barrie Williams recalls of Crystal Palace: “It was a hell of a challenge 
because it didn’t suffer fools gladly. You didn’t dare make a mistake 
because you were into the barriers or the wall and those railway 
sleepers (that lined the track) didn’t give way easily!”

In fact  Richard Longman all but destroyed his car in one race at 
the Palace as he describes: “It was exciting grazing your magnesium 
wheels on the armco under the trees, putting scorch marks on them, I 
wrote one car off down the hill into the sleepers!.  I recall some great 
races with Gerry Marshall, Mike Crabtree & Martin Birrane in the 
Falcon (a big car for a narrow track!).”
 
Gordon Spice, who won the BSCC small saloon race outright in the 
Cooper/Downton works Mini in 1969 at Crystal Palace recalled: “I hold 
Crystal Palace in great affection. It was ideal for the Minis. We’d get blown 



24 | www.minicooper.org

away on some other tracks, but Crystal Palace really suited them. The only 
way you could get the Minis round the corners was to really chuck them in; 
we could do that at the Palace and it was very satisfying.”

Crystal Palace hosted numerous exciting motor races in its heyday, 
the highlights of which were many, whether that be Gerry Marshall 
battling with Mike Crabtree and Martin Thomas in his Vauxhall Viva GT, 
Jochen Rindt breaking the 100mph lap record, or James Hunt making a 
name for himself when he climbed from his car and punched rival Dave 
Morgan in the middle of the track! Crystal Palace was also a location 
for several scenes from the Italian Job movie. The ill fated practice 
jumps were carried out with Minis on the start/finish straight and the 
iconic scene of the security van being blown up taking place in the 
paddock.”You’re only supposed to blow the bloody doors off!”

Motorsport made a return to the park twenty five years after closure 
when in 1997 members of the Sevenoaks and District Motor Club 
began to hold sprint events there, using surviving parts of the old circuit. 
Those sprint events became more popular until ‘Motorsport At The 
Palace’ was born in 2010,  attracting some of the iconic race cars from 
the circuit’s halcyon days of motor racing.

‘Motorsport At The Palace’ is back again on May 24th!

Pete Flanagan

B&W photographs courtesy of Ted Walker at Feret Fotographics and 
Maureen Magee. Colour photos courtesy of John Adams at Racebears.com

John Handley in the wet 1968. Despite appearances to the contrary, 
Handley was driving a British Vita entry in this race, his own Vita race 
car having blown up in practice. Handley managed to split the two 
Works cars by finishing 2nd in the borrowed works T car!

Gordon Spice fends off Chris Craft to win at Crystal Palace, 1969. 
The two Abingdon Minis finish 3rd and 4th, the whole race being 
broadcast live by the BBC, commentary by Murray Walker and now 
a Youtube hit!

Andy Harrison shared his Austin Cooper S with Barrie Williams at 
Crystal Palace sprint in 2010
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FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

The March forum photo competition subject was 
‘a night shot’ and the wining photo was posted 
by ‘KMP’ which was judged by our Webmaster, 
Graham W. Robinson. Graham’s observations on 
the photo were “in many ways it’s a simple shot 
but it’s nevertheless very effective. With the sun 
going down it’s not as easy to take the shot as one 
may think. Every 30 seconds it changes just a little. 
As you get nearer the equator the window to get 
this type of shot gets even smaller. Well done KMP!

Website and Forum Corner By Graham W. Robinson - Webmaster

My report this month is going to be short as it has been 
a quiet time and I have very little to tell you. The 

forum continues to tick along nicely with very few problems 
although I confess that a bit more activity on the forum would 
be welcomed. Other than a couple of minor tweaks the only 
thing that a forum member is likely to notice is that we have 
revamped the main banner so that it now has four red buttons 
which say ‘MCR Home Page’, ‘Tell a Friend’, ‘Click Here to 
Join The Club’ and ‘Facebook’. 

If you are involved in some way with the running of the club 
and you need something updating or amending on the MCR 
website please let me know. In fact it’s worth you going to the 
website just to make sure the information that you previously 
submitted, or was submitted on your behalf, is actually 
correct.

So that’s it for May, short and sweet!

See you there soon!

Graham W. Robinson Webmaster
webmaster@minicooper.org

WEBSITE AND FORUM CORNER
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Email h13jkr@hotmail.com or call Justin or Annmarie on 01304 330715
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: 01342 315009      E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

To view our complete stock visit our website www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 
Roof Rack Twin Spare 

Wheel (complete) 

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

Competition Semi Synthetic Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50
 

Specially formulated for the Mini combined engine and gearbox application
 

Authorised distributor.

Telephone 01984 629540



THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
GRX 5D

Once again Philip Splett has come to the 
rescue with some more interesting 

material for the Archive. The first is 
an extract from Classic & Sports Car 
magazine from 1989 which, in its news 
column, reported on the sale of the 1966 
Ex-Works Mini GRX 5D. This was sold at 
the Silverstone Coys Auction for £55.150.08, 
which included commission and VAT. This 
was reported as a remarkable price, where 
the previous record was £40,000 some four 
years prior for GRX 195D I believe. I guess, 
with the benefit of a crystal ball, that was a 

good buy. I was there at that auction with a few other club members, one 
of whom was keen to buy the car and was reluctantly out bid. The wining 
buyer was Victor Gauntlet, the then owner of Aston Martin. 

Unfortunately, history will show that Gauntlet decided to have the car 
‘restored’ by a company that looked after many of his historic cars. 
Sadly, they did an appalling job on the car and the list of what was 
done wrong far outweighed the list of what was correct. Not that the 
quality of their work was poor, it was just the number of details they 
got wrong, through basic lack of knowledge of what the car should be 
built like. There was a subsequent feature article in that much missed 
magazine Supercar Classics over eight pages showed, in all innocence, 
just how wrong the car had been ‘restored’.  GRX 5D, I think, mainly 
because of the criticism that the car received by those who do know 
what they are talking about, resulted in Gauntlet losing interest in the 
car and offering it for sale soon after. The new owner was then Tom 
Turkington who added the car to his superb museum in Ireland, and 
did rectify some of the more obvious faults with the car. Sadly, after 
Tom sold the contents of his museum, the car passed to Sussex Sports 

28 | www.minicooper.org

cars in Lewes near Brighton, and I lost the trail of where the car now 
is.  None of this of course detracts from, with hindsight, the relative 
bargain price of £55,000 paid for the car back in 1989.

Sir Alec Issigonis

With the death of Alec Issigonis on 2nd October 1988, Classic & 
Sportscar magazine from December 1988 ran an obituary for the 
great man and inventor of the Mini, written by Jon Pressnell.  Issigonis 
bought a single mindedness to design and the freedom which was 
afforded to him in much of his early work and all of his later work, 
would be impossible today, where cars are designed by committee 
bringing together groups of system designers and pandering to 
focus groups. His aims were never deflected which were always the 
same; produce a car with excellent road manners, space efficiency, 
compactness and the subservience of style to function.

Issigonis got his big break in 1936 when he joined Morris Motors 
to work on independent front suspension systems. The coil over 
wishbone front end Issigonis designed, complete with rack and 
pinion steering, was sadly still born and it wasn’t until after the 
Second World War that it was introduced and was carried through 
to the last MGB.  At about the same time, Issigonis built his famous 
‘Lightweight Special’- this was a stressed skin alloy faced ply body 
with fully independent rubber suspension. It was the most advanced 
Austin Seven and he would use it to good effect at the Brighton 
Speed trials. 

GRX 5D on its last event the Shell 4000 Rally in 1968

Alec Issigonis



During the war, various military projects kept him both busy 
and safe. In 1943, the first Morris Mosquito was built by 
Morris; this was used to develop the Morris Minor and latterly 
to become the Morris 1000. Issigonis wanted the car to have 
front wheel drive but didn’t have the experience to make it 
workable, and so had to wait until 1952 when he had finally 
fully developed the technicalities to make it viable. A move 
to Alvis with the lure to design a lightweight sports car saw 
him depart from Morris. This marked a crucial collaboration 
with Alex Moulton, who had helped with the Moulton sprung 
Minor. The Alvis sports car would have Moulton designed 
rubber suspension initially, and then fluid suspension, followed 
then by interconnected fluid suspension under pressure – the 
forerunner to Hydrolastic suspension. Unfortunately, Alvis 
couldn’t justify the expenditure in producing the car, so the 
project was cancelled. Leonard Lord, head of BMC at the 
time, was quick to woo Issigonis back to the fold, and he 
became Chief Designer in 1955 and had a complete free hand 
to develop new cars as he thought best. 

His first thoughts were for the replacement of the Morris 
Minor, which became, in time, the Morris 1100. However, 
that work was deflected by the Suez fuel crisis and Lord’s 
desire to have a small fuel efficient car that would rid the 
country of the now popular bubble cars. The result, as 
we all know now was the Mini. However, although the 
concept of a small car with a transverse engine and its 
gearbox in the sump, driven on small 10 inch wheels, with 
rubber suspension and front wheel drive, extraordinary 
space saving in a 10 foot long package, was a motoring 
revolution, in truth, it took the British motoring public 
a while to accept the car. It wasn’t until it was picked 

up by pop stars, royalty and famous people at the time that the car was finally 
accepted and sales of it took off.

As it was, the Mini was the last entire car Issigonis was solely responsible for. The 
Morris 1100 was developed by Charles Griffin and the 1800 by Chris Kingham – a 
car Issigonis was particularly proud of.  Issigonis had limited input on the Maxi 
and huge 3 litre saloon since small cars were his passion. As Engineering Director 
from 1964, he introduced Hydrolastic suspension on the Mini that he wanted on 
the car from its inception, and in 1968 he began work on the Mini’s replacement. 
This was to be the ‘9X’, with a 1.3 litre six cylinder engine and many fascinating 
features. Internal politics would see the car get no further and it was never 
produced. Issigonis then went his own way, experimenting with steam power 
and hydrostatic transmission. He retired from BLMC in 1971 but was retained as 
a Consultant until his death, and still retained a design office at Longbridge. He 
carried on work, to his last year, and even when housebound, received daily visits 
from company engineers assigned to him. 

He was a great visionary, an eccentric in many ways who had few interests 
other than his vocation, which was his whole life. Those who worked with 
and for him would say he was sometimes a difficult and impatient man, always 
challenging everything, but nevertheless managing to get the best out of 
everyone around him. Without doubt, Alec Issigonis was unique and we owe 
him a great debt in giving us all the immense pleasure we have reaped from his 
inventive mind, with this brilliant little car that still fascinates us after so many 
years. Long live the Mini. 

Robert Young
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Alec Issigonis in his Mini 850

Alec Issigonis was latterly a supporter of 
the competition Mini seen here with Bill 
Appleby, BMC’s engine designer with 
Daniel Richmond of Downton and of 
course John Cooper

The still born X9

Alec Issigonis in his Lightweight Special

Mini Cooper Register | 13
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01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR
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It may not have the Goodwood Revival period dress 
spectacle, but Phillip Island Classic, held each March, is the 

biggest historic motor racing festival held ‘Down Under’, 
drawing enthusiasts and their cars from all parts of Australia 
and overseas to compete on one of Australia’s great circuits, 
shown internationally when the MotoGP and their Superbike 
counterparts hit the Island. 

I don’t want to get bogged down with too much period history 
for this particular feature, but like last month’s Catalina piece, 
PI has had some lean periods with no racing, although it has 
been fortunate to receive two reincarnations since the circuit 
was originally opened in 1956.

The Classic meeting is always ready to satisfy many enthusiasts’ 
tastes. From old to not so old, there’s enough to keep several 
generations of enthusiast happy reminding them of cars they 
may have seen racing twenty, thirty, forty, fifty or more years 
ago. Both Cooper racing cars and Mini Cooper S can always 
be found racing right through to historic F1, F5000 and even 
Le Mans Group C Sports Cars. In fact this year there was the 
least amount of ‘Mini’ presence since the 1990s, because the 
Victorian Mini Club Inc weren’t running the event on behalf of 
the Victorian Historic Racing Register. Having stated that, there 
were many Mini Club people still about. Ray Potts and former 
VMCI President David McAdam were both enjoying a chance to 
wander around and play spectator for the first time in years.
 
My preference is to just turn up and see what’s lurking in the 
garages and marquees scattered amongst the Island’s pit and 
paddock. As many enthusiasts can confirm, big meetings usually 
mean you don’t see everything! I also like to walk down to Honda 
Corner (turn 4) where you’re close to the paddock, while able to 
see plenty of the circuit and snap away with the camera. Then, if 
time and enough inclination remains, head up along pit straight to 
check the Expo Building and Car Club gatherings on the outside of 
the circuit. That means you’re at the top of Pit Straight where you 
can see across to Lukey Heights and MG Corner. So the PI Classic 
spectator is well catered for and paddock access is free to all.
 
I was there for three days and, with Phillip Island’s notorious 
weather, generally it means if you don’t go home sunburnt, 
windburnt or suffering hypothermia, then clearly you weren’t 
there! Friday lived up to the notorious weather tag by bringing 
down several spells of pelting, wind driven rain. I should point 
out that Bass Strait is only about 200m away to the circuit at its 
closest point – known appropriately as Siberia. Over Saturday 
and Sunday the weather did improve, allowing the slick-shod 
car categories to show their full potential.
  
If the idea appeals, book holidays for the weekend preceding 
Melbourne’s F1 GP (usually in March). And don’t forget to bring 
your coat, hat and camera at the very least. If you want to bring 
your race car then the VHRR will welcome you – contact them 
via www.vhrr.com and that would make you the first UK-based 
Mini competitor.

For a ‘virtual’ passenger seat race around PI, check this link 
from Bob Collinson, former Cooper S racer but now in his ASP 
Clubman.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPjesUHNm7E
&feature=youtu.be 
Or a wild ride with Alex Davison (grandson of Lex) in 
his dad’s Lola F5000 T332 https://www.youtube.com/
watch?feature=player_embedded&v=UbIFvibooes 

Stephen Dalton

Photos taken by S Dalton
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

#39 Scotty Taylor Cooper T39 with #139 Nick Daunt T39 behind

Rumbling Down Under – ex Marshall ‘Big Bertha’ Vauxhall. 

Geoff Herbert’s Cooper T52 FJ - originally raced by 
Sweden’s Kurt Lincoln 
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Under 3 litre Touring Cars – David Roberts Cooper S (essentially UK 
App K) mixed in a potpourri of Datsuns, Alfas, Mazdas & Escorts, etc.

The Repco-Brabham display 
with the ex Moffat ‘KarKraft’ Trans Am Mustang

Early Sunday morning and Mini City was still snoozing. The #12 lime green car is Sydney-based ‘A’ Series engineer, Graham Russell’s

Minis chasing an Escort – they’ve been 
doing it for years. A good run through 
here means good terminal speed 
down the long PI front straight 

Stuttgart v Adelaide – 2 Porsche 962’s lead the Elfin MS7. 
The orange 962 spun seconds after this photo was taken



Mini Cooper Register Offers a Prize Fund for the 
DEWS Speed Championship

T he Mini Cooper Register will be supporting the 2015 Downton 
Engineering and Works Social Club (DEWS) Speed Championship in 

2015. There was an article featuring this championship in the April issue 
of CooperWorld.

The MCR has not run any race, rally or speed championship for some 
years, but a good number of members participate in the DEWS Speed 
Championship. Although it is based in the south, the Championship, which 
runs from April to October, has rounds as far west as Llandow in South 
Wales, and as far north as Harewood in Yorkshire. There are 29 rounds, 
often with two taking place at the same venue over one weekend, and 
a competitor’s best nine results will count, so you do not have to attend 
every round to be in with a chance of winning within the championship.

The MCR Committee wants to encourage more members to use their cars 
in what can be a low-cost form of motorsport, and so has agreed to offer 
prizes to the three highest placed MCR members in the overall Championship 
final standings in 2015 in the classes that cater for Minis from 1959 to 2015, 

in whatever state of tune the regulations allow (see http://www.bjautobits.
co.uk/dews-speed-series/2015%20DEWS%20Championship%20-%20
REVISED%20MARCH-MSA%20Approved.pdf for details).

The prize money will be:
Highest placed member £300
Second highest placed member £200
Third highest placed member £100

If you are reading this you are an MCR member already, but to stop 
non-members cashing in by joining late in the season to pick up the 
prize money, it is a condition that they are MCR members before their 
first event to be eligible.
 
We hope to have a report each month in CooperWorld about the rounds 
that have taken place, and even one penned by the eventual winner.

If you require further information please contact the organisers at 
downton@live.co.uk or me (details at the front of the magazine.)

Peter Moss

COMPETITION SECRETARY − Peter Moss

MINI Challenge-MSVR Launch 2015 Brands Hatch February 18th
By David Young
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COMPETITION

So nice to be back at what is probably the best race circuit in the 
United Kingdom.  How many circuits can you go to and see the 

entire lap?  

MSVR promote the race series that Total Track, who promote the MINI 
Challenge, use and have used for the last four years.  MSVR are great 
promotors, having so much experience, they are a truly great bunch 
of guys who just love racing.  Of course, having a parent company that 
owns Brands Hatch, Snetterton, Oulton Park, Cadwell Park & Bedford 
Autodrome, helps.

The launch day started with Jonathan Palmer (MSV CEO), who 
commutes in his helicopter, telling us what a great bunch of guys he 
has and how lucky to have such great customers. These are, in fact, 
the grass roots of Motor Racing in the UK, with the BTCC being fed 
from the MINI Challenge and F1 being fed from the F3 and F4 series 
that MSVR also run.

This year the MINI Challenge is running separate races for the F56-
JCW class cars and the Cooper Class cars.

Programme is still provisional but is as follows:-

The MINI Challenge team had a car from each class on display and had 
them on track a few times in both the morning and afternoon, with a 
sunny day and a dry track to do some testing and offer “taxi” rides to 
a few lucky people.  Lawrence Davey had his new F56 with its first 4 
Vans colour scheme. The car had yet to be driven by Lawrence!  Hamish 
Brandon had the Pandemonium racing JCW, which this year is being run 
by IN MINI (they ran Chris Smiley who won the 2012 Championship), 
and Simon Walton had his Team Scalextric-Swan Flight Cooper which is 
run by Rob Simms Racing.  

I was lucky enough to do a few laps, well about 8 or 9 I think, with Hamish.  
What an experience!  Bearing in mind that I have been round Brands a 
few times with Chris Knox, Arthur Foster, Martin Depper, Lee Allen, Neil 
Newstead, to name a few, I have never been round as quickly as on my 
ride with Hamish:  Brandon,  120 into Paddock, down to 70-80 round 
Paddock, up the Hill touching 100, too scared to look going round Druids 
(joking! But quick!).  All I can say is his JCW has so much grip and power 
along with awesome brakes.  I was actually hoping to go round in the new 

Lawrence Davey “Testing and Shakedown”

Simon Walton giving a “Taxi” ride



Mini Cooper Register | 33

COMPETITION

25th – 26th April Donington Park National

9th – 10th May Brands Hatch GP (F56 & JCW only) 
(Blancpain support)

23rd-   24th May Rockingham  (Cooper Class only)

13th – 14th June Silverstone GP

27th – 28th June Brands Hatch Indy – MINI Festival

8th August Oulton Park – MINI Festival     

19th – 20th Sept Donington Park GP

31st Oct – 1st Nov Silverstone 300

F56 but Lawrence was bedding the car in and it was still running in.  It did 
sound awesome. That whine from the straight cut gears and diff!

As you will see from the pictures, the F56 is a proper race car and not a 
modified road car.  It has 6 pots brakes on the front, a Quaife sequential 
box, Nitron fully adjustable dampers, enormous wheels and slicks as well as 
over 250bhp. Also a full aero pack front, back and sides. The inside sees a 
great racing pedal box and a full race dash unit with the control box just to 
the left of the detachable steering wheel in Alcantara from MOMO. There 
is an enormous exhaust system with twin tail pipes.  It is simply a gorgeous 
race car, all that is missing is track time.  Between now and the end of 
April, a lot more of the new F56 race cars will be appearing with at least 12 
already made and a nearly full order book at Total Track.  I expect a lot of 
drivers will be out testing and understanding the set ups prior to racing, as 
well as new drivers seeing how they go and making the “I must have one 
of those decisions”.  You can buy a car outright, lease it, arrive and drive or 
just rent it with many of the race teams.

The MINI Challenge certainly is reaching new heights and I am really 
looking forward to it starting, as all the teams learn their new cars.  Regular 
reports will be published by me throughout the year and do come along to 
see the MINI Challenge at any of the events. You are most welcome to visit 
the Championship awning, have a go on the Scalextric or have your picture 
taken sitting in a MINI or even cuddling a grid girl or two!

David Young

Hamish Brandon giving a “Taxi” ride

F56 Dash board

Lawrence Davey showing his new car off!

F56 Engine Bay



Bournemouth Weekend 2015The 4th International Poppy Regularity Rally 2015- 21st /22nd March
By Peter Horsburgh

COMPETITION

Mini Crews finish 3rd and 5th  Overall

This event takes place every two years and is based in Belgium 
around the town of Ypres, using the maze of small country 

roads and farm tracks that abound in this part of Belgium. An entry 
of 58 of the best crews from UK, Belgium, Switzerland, Portugal and 
Holland assembled to tackle 18 regularity sections with 44 secret 
timing points, 21 special tests over closed roads , and 4 night road 
sections with 18 passage checks. In total 700kms of driving in an 
action packed 2 days.

Cars are split into 8 classes with all penalties scratch except the tests 
where you are measured against the cars in your class, with the fastest 
0, second fastest 3, etc. This is a very fair system as it does not put a 
1954 Jaguar XK120 against a 1971 Escort RS 1600 with 220bhp.

We were in class 3 (Saloon and sports cars 1962 -1968 up to 1300cc) 
which this year were six Mini Cooper S variants. Myself and Anthony 
Preston were seeded at number 3 following our 2nd overall in 2013, 
Kevin Haselden /Ryan Pickering were at 8 and the rest in the class from 
19 to 64 as shown below:

3 Peter Horsburgh Anthony Preston GBR / GBR Morris Mini Cooper S  
 1965     1293
8 Kevin Haselden     Ryan Pickering GBR / GBR Mini Cooper S  
 1971     1293
19 Michael Wood John Youd GBR / GBR Austin Mini Cooper S  
 1964     1293
22 Duncan Wild Steve Skepper GBR / GBR Austin Mini Cooper    
 1969     1293
43 Gerry Simpson   Joy Hewson GBR / GBR Austin Mini Cooper S  
 1964    1275
64 William Calvert Adrian Bramley GBR / GBR Austin Mini Cooper S  
 1966    1275

After scrutineering and signing on took place from 2pm on Friday in 
Poperinge, crews were given the route for legs 1 and 2 to pre plot 
the road book maps. Some navigators took 5 hours to mark the route 
in the issued road book maps, then copy onto the original 1:50000 
maps to pick up the unique features of roads and tracks, essential if 
you are to avoid wrong slots. All crews were staying at the Rally HQ 
in the Novotel in Ypres and with the start at 8am the next morning 
in Poperinge 20 minutes away we tried not to be in the bar too late 
despite the “craic” catching up with fellow competitors and the 
excellent Belgian beer! 

Leg 1 Poperinge to Proven

The weather was cool and sunny but with a threat of rain to come 
later in the day, we set off at 08.33 behind car 1, John Bateson/Iain 
Tullie in their mighty 1961 Mercedes 00SEwhich was thrown about in 
amazing style and car 2 Jan Ebus/Jan Berkhof in their very tidy 1964 
Porsche 356SC .

Ahead of us on this leg were 9 regularity sections with 18 timing points 
and average speeds ranging from 44 to 49kph, and 15 tests timed to the 
second. The route headed out of Poperinge towards Kemmel where 
we had a coffee halt mid- morning at a pub/restaurant which is on one 
of the famous Tour of Ypres special stages. I had the misfortune in 
1999 to get a puncture and run wide demolishing the barrier between 
the spectators at the pub and the stage - fortunately the only damage 
was to the car and we retired shortly after. I don’t like the Speedway 
parking test with its slalom of 10 cones down and back so we did not 
excel on that. However, on the following one round the Speedway 
track TS1/6, I was able to give the car a good blast and we were 2nd 
fastest on scratch behind Dermot Carnegie in his RS2000 Mk1 Escort.

The next regularity was very long with 4 timing points, however a local 
farmer took umbrage after the first two cars went via his farm and we 
found the route blocked and a major re- route meant the cancellation 
of most of this section which was over the border in France. On to the 
lunch halt in St Eloi where we were treated to the largest ham hocks I 
have ever seen. At this point we were in a lowly but handy 6th place, 
mainly due to a poor time on test 5.

We travelled back in to Belgium for the traditional test round the 
square in Watou.

I contrived to try and do a 360 round a 
cone but stopped at the last moment and 
got another slow time. At least we had 
the consolation of the famous “Cake” 
stop in the café opposite the square.
  
We then had a series of very fast stage 
style tests where the power of the Mini 
kept us in the top 7 on scratch but more 
importantly fastest in our class , including a 
quickest overall on test 12 at Haandekot.

By the supper halt at Proven we had climbed 
to 3rd overall on a total of 1min 15secs 
penalties , behind the Mercedes of John 
Bateson /Iain Tullie on 1min 8 seconds, but the 
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Leg3 Ypres to Ypres

We generally had a good Sunday dropping 1 minute and 2 seconds 
during the day from the 6 tests, which again suited the Mini and my 
stage driving style, keeping us well in contention. At the final afternoon 
coffee halt, where they treated us well in Belgium, we were in a 
close second place just ahead of Bateson /Tullie. However, on the last 
regularity section, a rare slip up took us down a farm road and, with the 
timing point just under a mile away, we could not get back on time and 
dropped 30 seconds dropping us to 3rd in the final standings.

This did, however, give us the complete set of podium finishes following 
our 2nd in 2013 and 1st in 2009. The final times were:

1. Dominique Holvoet/ Bjorn Vanoverschelde Toyota Celica GT 2mins 25 seconds
2. John Bateson / Iain Tullie     1960 Mercedes 300SE 2mins 41 seconds
3. Peter Horsburgh/ Anthony Preston      Morris Cooper S 3min 02 seconds 
The other Mini finishers were:
5. Kevin Haselden / Ryan Pickering Mini Cooper S 0:03:53      2 /c3
25. Duncan Wild / Steve Skepper Austin Mini Cooper 0:21:38      3 /c3
27. Michael Wood / John Youd Austin Mini Cooper S 0:23:44      4 /c3
47. William Calvert / Adrian Bramley Austin Mini Cooper S 0:56:48      5 /c3
50. Gerry Simpson / Michael Phaff Austin Mini Cooper S 1:11:00      6 /c3
     
Picture credits to Bert Verstraete of Rallydigital.be and Tony Large 
@www.tonylarge.net

Full results at http://www.heroevents.eu/Events/Poppy/poppy_
regularity_rally_2015/results/

Peter Horsburgh
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surprise leader on 40 seconds was car 56, the Lotus Elan of Belgian crew J C 
Henderickx/Aswin Pyck. Lurking in 6th overall were the eventual winners on 
1 min 21 seconds, all very tight as usual.

Leg 2 Proven to Ypres

We restarted after the supper halt at 20:30 and ahead were 2 
regularities with 7 timing points followed by a night blast with 7 time 
controls and 18 passage checks (Code Boards). We fared reasonably 
on the regularities and enjoyed the night section, catching car 1 at one 
point. Only 6 crews out of the entry of 60, including us, cleared the 
night section with one minute per minute penalty at the time controls 
and this had a big impact on the results. We returned to Ypres at 22:30 
with the 2nd and 3rd the same but car 16 had slipped into the lead by 
1 second from Bateson/Tullie . The Lotus Elan had visited a field in the 
dark and was stuck for a while so out of the results, but restarted on 
Sunday morning as car 0 under “Super Rally “rules.

So we finished the evening in the bar of the Novotel reliving all the 
stories of the day but I was off to bed by 12 as we had the now regular 
“early bird “ regularity sections starting at 06:30 from Poperinge (25 
minutes away) before we returned to Ypres for breakfast! 



Bournemouth Weekend 2015Goodwood 73rd Members’ Meeting
By Robert Young

COMPETITION
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The Goodwood 73rd Members’ Meeting, 
the second running of this event in modern 

times, was a resounding success. Blessed with 
dry weather, albeit rather cold on the Saturday, 
the spectacle of a reported million daffodil bulbs 
in full bloom made a wonderful sight in the 
early spring sunshine. This year was inevitably 
more crowded than the first meeting last year 
and I guess in time it will become as popular 
as the Revival Meeting which is now becoming 
crowded. The Festival of Speed is indeed now 
far too crowded for me. Lord March does a 
wonderful job with the three staples in his vast 
Sussex pile - and long may it continue.

From a Mini perspective, there was less to 
see this year but that was made up for by the 
barn storming performance of the two 1275 
GTs entered and run by Club member Nick 
Swift. Swiftune had entered the Patrick Motors/
Richard Longman car that had been built for last 
year’s meeting and this year added a second 
1275 GT in the shape of the Jon Mowatt 
clubman that Jon raced in period. The build of 
this car, new for this meeting, was covered in 
the March edition of CooperWorld.

Nick Swift was to drive the Patrick Motors car 
and he was to share this with British saloon car 
champion Andrew Jordan. Glyn Swift, the founder 
of Swiftune, was to drive the Mowatt car and 
he was to share the car with Jason Plato. Plato, 
no stranger to the BTCC destruction derby that 
frankly I can no longer watch, was under strict 
instruction not to use the Mini as a battering ram 
and bring it back in one piece. This he duly did!

Qualifying on the Saturday morning saw Nick 
Swift and Andrew Jordan put the car on third 

Andrew Jordan and Nick Swift

Jason Plato and Glyn Swift

Nick Swift in the Patrick Motors car

Glyn Swift in the Jon Mowatt

row of the grid for the afternoon race – round 
1 of the Gerry Marshall Trophy. This was a 
brilliant performance amongst a thirty car grid 
of 3 litre Capris, 3.5litre Rover SDIs, Dolomite 
Sprints and other odd cars from the period 
- plus a pair of huge Chevrolet Camaros that 
locked out the front row.  Glyn Swift and Jason 
Plato also acquitted themselves well and stuck 
their Clubman on the fifth row. 

The first race, on the Saturday afternoon, a 
ten lap race just for the owners of the cars 
– no star drivers required for this one - was 
also to be used as the starting position for the 
main race, the 45 minute second round of 
the Gerry Marshall Trophy to be run on the 
Sunday afternoon, where the drivers would 
share the driving.  Needless to say, both the 
Clubmans put in a brilliant performance. Nick 
Swift, with the slightly more powerful engine 
if truth be told, and certainly the car that has 
had more development, came home a brilliant 
third overall. Glyn Swift came home in tenth 
place, having been nudged onto the grass by 
the Philip Perryman BMW 530i in the dying 
laps, losing two places in an instant. To see 
the two 1275GTs charging into the corners, 
late on the brakes and taking great chunks 
of time out of the bigger cars was something 
to behold – sadly once out of the corners, 
the large engined cars pulled ahead, only for 
the process to be repeated again at the next 
corner. Great fun and a superb spectacle.

Sunday’s race, being a two driver race, was 
going to be tactical – and despite Nick being 
a very quick driver, he would be the first to 
admit Andrew Jordan was the faster driver 
and likewise Jason Plato was quicker than 
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Glyn. The plan was for both Nick and Glyn 
to start the race and change over as early as 
possible once the pit window was open. As 
soon as the flag fell, Nick slotted the Patrick 
Motors car straight into second place, behind 
the Garrett/Graham Camaro, which he was 
soon to relinquish once the second Camaro 
of Clark/Neil got onto the straight! Nick kept 
in touch with the charging Camaros but was 
gradually slipping back. Meanwhile Glyn was 
holding his own and mixing it with the Capris 
and Rover SDIs around him and settling into 
twelfth place. Once the pit lane was open for 
driver changes after 15 minutes, Glyn was 
the first of the Clubmans in, handing over the 
Jason Plato. Three more laps went by and 
Nick Swift was in to hand over to Andrew 
Jordan and before things could settle down 
again, the Pace Car was deployed whilst 
a two cars coming together at Madgwick 
was cleared up. This was to play heavily in 
deciding the outcome of the race - those who 
had decided to leave their driver changes to 
the end of the window at 30 minutes, found 
they were unable to enter the pit road to 
swap drivers. It was only a matter of minutes, 
as the Pace Car was still out on the track, 
before they were out of time and so were 
penalised. Their widow of opportunity gone! 
Once the track had been cleared, Nick Swift 
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Nick Swift and Philip Anning analysing the 
GoPro footage of the first qualifying

Nick Swift hounding the Camaro

Nick Swift in the Patrick Motors car in a 
Capri sandwich

Glyn Swift leading the cars through the chicane

found himself in the enviable position of being 
in the lead. This was sadly for just a few short 
minutes until the Camaros came past again - 
and there they would stay to be joined by the 
Rover SDI of Harris/Ward. But in the end the 
Graham/Garrett Camaro was relegated to 
fourth place due to its pit lane transgression 
and the second place went to the Patrick 
Motors Rover SDI who had started way back 
in 23rd place. Jason Plato also benefited from 
the pit lane debacle and with sterling driving 
of the little Mini clawed the car up into 7th 
place. It was fitting that at the end, despite 
being a lap down on the Andrew Jordan 
car, that the two Swiftune cars crossed the 
finishing line together.

What a fantastic race and a brilliant weekend 
of racing. To get a 1275 GT on the podium 
and its sister car finishing in seventh place 
was a brilliant achievement and carries on the 
Mini’s giant killing experience with the crowd 
loving every minute of it. I just hope this event 
doesn’t end up being as popular as the Revival 
Meeting. I suspect it will and, if the quality of 
the other races was anything to go by, in just 
two years, the standard is already well up 
there with Revival. 

Robert Young



Northumberland Borders Rally 2015
By Niall Cook
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Saturday 17th of October sees the eighth running of this event, kindly 
sponsored once again by YBracing www.ybracing.co.uk and Vallum 

www.vallum.co.uk This year we are proud to be part of the Historic 
Rally Car Register’s exciting new Premier Rally Championship www.
premierrally.co.uk The event will involve crews covering just over 100 
miles of the finest roads Northumberland has to offer on OS maps 87 
and 88.  Running alongside it will again be the Tynedale 12-car for 
novices.  As last year, the start will be in the heart of Hadrian’s Wall 
country at Vallum, East Wallhouses, just to the west of Newcastle 
while the finish will be the Elks Head, Whitfield, in the stunning West 
Allen valley between Hexham and Alston.  Proceedings will begin at 
1.30pm on the Saturday and end at around 10pm later that day, after 
which there will be a free buffet for crews, a raffle for the WaterAid 
charity, the results and presentation of the awards.  In between, 
crews will tackle half a dozen timed special tests at a variety of test 
venues and on non-damaging surfaces, followed by the traditional 
plot-and-bash navigational exercise through the lanes after dark.  As 
ever, there will be navigation to suit all classes of entrant from first-
timer to expert.  For 2015, there will be a number of improvements 
to the event.  These include some new test venues for crews to enjoy 
and building in more time into the schedule to ease the pressure.  
Regulations for both events will be available from 1st August from the 
rally website www.northumberlandbordersrally.co.uk and Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/pages/Northumberland-Borders-
Rally/292931404194573. 
We look forward to receiving your entries.

Niall Cook

Last year’s winners, Graeme Cornthwaite and Ali Proctor, 
enjoying Test 1

Winning Novices, Richard Derrick and Robert Duley, out in the lanes

Signing On at Vallum in 2014

Regulars Jim and Beth Drake get to grips with Test 4 
just as the light starts to fade
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Cooper Tuning Conversions

Authentic
Genuine Cooper

High Quality 
Made In England

Passion For Speed

Specialist Mini Parts

Official 100% genuine Cooper, 
created by Mini Sport in conjunction
with John Michael Cooper himself!

All manufactured in England and to the
highest quality or sourced from leading

British brands such as Moto-Lita.

Authentic conversion kits, bringing the performance 
& feel of the original 1960s Cooper S to your Mini!

Quality, Reliability & Engineering Excellence 

Signed Memorabilia Merchandise Specialist Mini Parts

Specialist Mini Parts Collectables Custom Made Mini Parts

Cooper
Steering Wheels

Cooper 
Styling & Accessories

“The Mini has a very special place in my heart and is a big part of my life.  
With Mini Sport’s experience and modern technology, we are recreating 

a new range of products that matches their quality and image for 
Mini Classic enthusiasts around the world.”

PARTS & ACCESSORIES SINCE 1967

Quality parts, Great value
for your Mini Make it Mini Sport!
Mini Sport Limited, Padiham, Burnley, Lancs, BB12 7AP
Order Online: www.minisport.com or Call: +44 (0)1282 778731  

SinglePage_Cooper_Paddy.qxp_SinglePage_Cooper_Paddy  19/03/2015  16:31  Page 1



TECHNICAL TOPICS − 
By Richard Pengelly

Some years ago I was involved with a project to increase 
the tyre life for a well known Indian bus manufacturer. The 

project involved looking into suspension design, manufacture, 
assembly and end of line adjustment. We then followed up with 
one of their major bus users measuring tyre life and making 
adjustments in the field. The bus tyres we worked on were 
crossplys and therefore we knew we could not get the same 
longevity of life from these tyres as one could from a radial 
tyre. But we were able, by attention to detail still show a 50% 
improvement in tyre life. 

This article will go through some of the lessons we learnt on 
the way, which I’m sure will all be familiar to our readers, but 
it is useful to see how they all add up to improving tyre life. I’m 
directing this article to road cars so I will not look at non standard 
suspension changes in, caster angle, toe in or camber, or other 
performance related suspension modifications.

But first there is no point trying to set the suspension up unless 
wheels and tyres are in good condition

Tyres and Wheels
If you have an older classic BMC Mini or a car not owned from new 
it is always useful to check if the suspension has not been ‘kerbed’ at 
any time and the wheels are running true. Most issues with wheels 
and tyres will be felt through the steering, but if there is a problem 
with a rear wheel this sometimes does not show up on the steering.

Take the car for a run round the block to warm up the tyres. Jack 
up each wheel in turn so that the tyre is just off the ground. Give 
the wheel a spin and check the tyre is round. I have had tyres that 
are part worn go out of round and some times if the car has been 
heavily braked or ‘skid braked’ the tyres will distort. If the tyre is 
indeed found to be out of round - it’s new tyre time. Furthermore, 
the manufacturing process may occasionally result in heavy ‘spots’ 
or ‘flats’ developing as the tyre wears.

Spin the tyre again and feel for any bumps on the side walls, 
especially on the inside of the tyre where they are not normally 
visible. Some times cars that stand over the winter develop side 
wall bulges; I have had this with two tyres of mine in the past. Side 
wall bulges are a MOT failure and, again, it’s new tyre time.

To check the wheels are flat and round I use a soft pencil strapped 
to a block of wood. Place the pencil just in from the edge of 
the wheel and spin the wheel. On steel wheels a manufacturing 
tolerance of 1 - 2mm is normal but on machined cast wheels they 
should be flat within 1mm. If they are not they have probably been 
kerbed. At this point it’s worth taking the wheel off and checking 
it’s sitting on the hub flat and that there are no bumps and lumps 
on the mating surfaces causing problems. Check the wheel is round 
using the same method mentioned above.

Wheels can be straightened, but it is a very specialist job that should 
only be undertaken by someone with the necessary skills and 
knowledge. They will advise if the wheel can be saved or scrapped. 
It is not much use looking at suspension alignment unless the wheels 
are straight and true.

Suspension and suspension alignment
When you have each wheel off the ground check there is no slack in 
the suspension. This is a standard part of the MOT test procedure 
in any event but it is worth doing at this stage. If you have uneven 
tyre wear it could indicate suspension wear issues.

Tyres - Part 1. Tyre life
The laser alignment equipment used in garages and tyre centres 
these days are extremely accurate, probably too accurate for 
early classic Minis. The classic Mini would probably have a body 
alignment tolerance of 2mm; whereas the BMW MINI has a 
tolerance of 0.5mm. In addition, the design of the classic Mini was 
unique at the time, so there were body manufacturing tolerances 
and subframe manufacturing tolerances, which will effect 
production line wheel alignment.

For the classic Mini, each front wheel in an unladen condition 
should make a toe out angle of 0° 70’ 33’’ with the longitudinal 
axis. The toe out should be 1/16’’ or 1.6mm at a wheel diameter 
of 14.5’’, (368.3mm) on the side wall of the tyre 9.4’’, (239mm) 
from the ground. This should be checked again rotating the wheel 
half a revolution. This illustrates how important it is to get the 
wheel alignment correct.

The front and rear subframes are bolted to the body and the rear 
subframe camber is fixed. But get the wheel alignment checked 
out as well as the camber angles etc. If the front or rear wheels 
have been kerbed at any time this will show up with incorrect 
wheel alignment. Specialists can tweak the suspension if required 
and, from my own experience, I can say that correctly set up 
wheel alignment can make a considerable difference to a car’s 
handling and tyre life.

I cannot emphasise too much how important it is to get the 
suspension aligned as accurately as possible. Suspension designers 
often quote extremely precise suspension angles and toe out on 
turns (TOOT), some of which are difficult to maintain on a mass 
produced vehicle. But if you are setting up a car you can often 
better production line accuracy. Provided the wheels are not 
distorted or the tyres irregular it pays to be as precise as possible. 

Laser / computer measuring equipment used by major tyre 
suppliers measure camber and caster angles, toe/toe out 
of both front and rear wheels, plus lateral and longitudinal 
alignment of the front and rear wheels to the axles of the 
vehicle and to each other. Whilst it may not be possible to 
correct any errors found the information will provide an 
indication of the vehicle geometry and the likely causes of any 
excessive/ adverse tyre wear.

Tyre measuring equipment
There are plenty of tyre pressure gauges on the market. In the 
UK, if you are paying about £10 for a gauge, then don’t be too 
surprised if it is not one or two PSI out. I picked up a gauge from 
a well known web site for £20 that was calibrated to ANSI Grade 
B accuracy which is ±-2% over the mid range of its scale. But 
whatever pressure gauge you use try and get one that is built to a 
known standard of accuracy. More accurate pressure gauges used 
on competition cars can cost between £200 to £400.

To measure how the tyre is wearing you will need a tyre depth 
gauge that reads down to 0.1mm. Some gauges come with a 
calibrated spacer so that you can check its accuracy from time 
to time.

Measuring tyre pressure and wear
Tyre pressure should be measured when the tyre is cold. Even 
a short run of half a mile will affect the tyre pressure. Tyre 
manufacturers recommend leaving the vehicle for 24 hours. 
However, in practice I have found that leaving the car overnight is 
sufficient to stabilise the tyre temperature.
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As the ambient temperature changes so will the ‘’cold tyre’’ pressure 
(1PSIG approximately for every 10° F or 5.5°C). From experience I 
would check pressures once a week or before a long journey because 
tyres can loose 1PSIG per month. Tyre pressures are quoted as P.S.I.G 
or BarG and this stands for Pounds per square inch gauge or Bar 
gauge. That is the pressure shown on the gauge which is over and 
above atmospheric pressure. The difference from a low pressure day 
to a high pressure day can be almost 2PSI but in practice high ambient 
temperatures will have more effect on tyre pressure.

The effect of the sun should not be ignored. One side of the vehicle 
in the sun whilst the other in the shaded side can result in pressure 
differential side to side in excess of 3psi.

Tyre tread depth is best measured at the same place on the tyre every 
time. I use the minimum wear bar that runs across the tread that is 
nearest to the tyre valve. Using this method ensures that a constant 
reference point is used. Between the minimum wear bars the tread 
depth is variable. On the remaining circumference of the tyre depth of 
tread is more difficult to measure because the grove is slightly concave.

Measure the tread depth in the middle and at the outer tread 
groves and record this to the nearest 0.1mm. I make a record of 
the mileage and date each time I take a reading.

What pressure suits you?
Car manufacturers develop with the tyre manufacturers’ tyres 
and pressures that suit the car and suit the cars target market 
running conditions. Firstly, the tyre has to support the weight 
of the car, and then it must be sufficiently rigid to provide good 
safe handling characteristics. In general, cars manufactured in 
the UK or Europe were developed in those countries. The 
classic Mini was certainly road tested and developed in the UK. 
Today things are different but you may still find UK or European 
recommended tyre pressures may not be suitable if you live in a 
very hot or cold country.

The classic Mini hand book gave two sets of tyre pressures for the 
two tyre options. Today modern manufacturers will recommend a 
range of tyre pressures depending on the journey and car loading. 
Typical tyre pressure options are:-

• Up to 100mph 3 passengers small amount of luggage 
• Over 100mph 3 passengers small amount of luggage
• Four passengers with maximum amount of luggage

Manufacturers test cars and tyres over a number of road based 
drive cycles to try and reflect how a typical owner would use the 
car. Typical drive cycles would be:-

• Urban i.e. round town driving and short journeys
• Inter urban i.e. round town with a mixture of long journeys
• Motorway i.e. mainly motorway driving 

The exact tyre pressure that suits how you normally load your car 
and the type of journey you do is a very individual thing and, on top 
of that, if you live in a very cold climate or, conversely, a very hot 
climate, that will also have an effect.

Our Indian buses were not used as the bus designers envisaged. 
Factory suspension alignment and steering geometry set up was 
poor, so the tyres did not support the bus correctly. Generally 
buses in India are also constantly over loaded and the ambient 
temperatures in the summer were close to the designers maximum.

The bus operator was also very casual about maintaining correct 
tyre pressures. The result was the tyres were over inflated and 
wore out in the middle. Measuring the tyre wear patterns then 
sorting the manufacturing and operating problems took time.

I assume that the car suspension is by now set up as accurately 
as possible and there is no wear in the suspension. To increase 
tyre life you need to get the wear across the tyre tread even for 
a road car. Wear in the middle of the tyre indicates over inflation. 
Wear at the outer or inner edges indicates under inflation.

To measure what is going on I put together an excel spread 
sheet recording the wear in three positions across the minimum 
tread depth wear bar, these are inner, middle and outer groves. 
I recorded the mileage and date every 3000 to 5000 miles and 
calculated the tread wear to the nearest 0.01mm/1000 miles. 
This can vary between 0.1mm and 0.5mm depending on the type 
of driving or car loading. On a front wheel drive car expect the 
front wheels to wear 50% faster than the rears. So, you need to 
swap the tyres around to get maximum life out of each tyre. Being 
mindful of whether unidirectional tyres have been fitted. I have also 
found that as the tyre gets down to its minimum tread depth the 
wear rate increases.

I have modified my modern car tyre pressures to give me that even 
tyre wear across the tyre. My experience has been that increasing 
or decreasing from the manufacturers recommended pressures 
by 2 PSIG at a time is about right. I checked the wear every 3000 
miles when I changed the pressures then every 5000 miles once I 
established an even wear pattern.

On my modern car, playing around with tyre pressures has 
added about 3000 miles to the life of my tyres, and changing 
the tyres round, as recommended by the manufacturer, added 
a further 3000 miles to the overall life of the set of four tyres. 
Not to mention the improvement in handling with correctly 
aligned suspension.

Richard Pengelly ©   
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Beaulieu

As we are now just six weeks away 
from Beaulieu and, as I write this, ten 
weeks away, I’ve had little response 
for my invitation to members of this 
Register to display their cars as part of 
what is always a superb display of Ex-
Works and Competition cars. Please, 
if you wish to display your car, do send 
me an email to book a place. What I 
can’t do is accommodate you if you just 
turn up on the day. Once I get your 
application and details of your car, I will 
send you off your free ticket for the 
show. Hopefully we can again put on a 

large display of these special cars of ours.

Historic Marathon Rally Show / Philip Young

The eagle eyed of you may have seen an advert (on page 19) of 
last month’s CooperWorld advertising the forthcoming Historic 
Marathon Rally Show to be held at Gaydon on Sunday 31st May. This 
promises to be a reunion of all the cars and people that took part in 
International rallies before 1982, with a special emphasis on those 
who took part on the Marathon type of events, such as the 1968 
London to Sydney Marathon and the 1970 London to Mexico World 
Cup Rally. Hopefully, Phil Cooper will be there with his World Cup 
Rally Clubman XJB308H. You may recall, I wrote a piece a while back 
about the car having a face-lift and tidy up, so hopefully it will be 
finished in time.

The organisers also want to have cars there who took part in the 
modern Pirelli Marathon events masterminded by the late Philip 
Young between 1988 and 1991. In addition to this they would also 
like to display any car that competed on any international rally 
before 1982. And if that were not all, they are happy for us to have 
a separate display alongside, where we can show a collection of our 
Works replicas.  This invitation is also open to other clubs who have 
within their ranks similar Historic rally cars and Works replicas, so it 
should be a superb show. 

The last celebration held at Gaydon for World Cup 40th was a great 
day and this is hoped to be even better. It is sad, on reflection, that 
Philip Young will not be there, as he was part of that organising 
team and also for the proposed Historic Marathon Rally Show to be 

held at Gaydon this May. Many of you may know he recently lost 
his life whilst on The Road to Mandalay Classic Rally in Burma and 
its sad that he should lose his life on one such event.  He died in a 
Bangkok hospital, in early March due to complications arising from a 
motorcycle accident where he suffered head injuries.

So it would be good if this event was not only a celebration of 
historic rallying but also of the legacy that Philip Young left behind 
– because without doubt he was the one person who kick started 
historic rallying back in the 1980s and the sport would not exist, 
I’m sure of that, without him. Often difficult to deal with but there 
is no denying his huge contribution and unstinting enthusiasm for 
historic rallying.

The latest count is that they have some 60 personalities attending 
and 40 Historic cars.  The event is also free, apart from discount 
entry to the museum - if they can organise it. So if you want to 
be part of this show and you have a rally car that competed on an 
International rally, of any description, pre 1982 get in touch with 
Ken Green (01922 452608) as he’s responsible for that part of 
the show. If you have a Works replica or historic rally car, call Ted 

Robert Young
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Paul Easter and John Handley with XJB308H

Philip Young escorting the 1907 Itala across the border in to 
Burma on the recent Road to Mandalay

Philip Young - Roger Albert Clark RAC Rally 2014
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Taylor ted.taylor@bigfoot.com (01594 832992) and he’ll get you 
a place on that display.  You might also wish to visit their website 
http://www.historicmarathonrallyshow.com/  This should be a 
good day.

Car of the Show
I was pleased to see that register member, Malcolm Huxley, won 
the ‘Car of the Show’ at the recent Bingley Hall Mini Show, run by 
the British Mini Club, with his superb and striking yellow and blue 
Safari Mini.  It was refreshing to see that a competition car and 
one of such an extreme build, won the day amongst all the other 
bright and shiny concours cars that seem to dominate the prizes 
these days. So well done Malcolm. Hopefully, the car will be seen 
at Beaulieu this June.

Jeff Hignett

In conversation with Malcolm Huxley he told me the sad news that 
Jeff Hignett had lost his long battle with illness. Jeff built the wonderful 
Safari Mini that Malcolm now owns, which he lovingly restored 
recently.   Jeff was also the one time owner of GRX309D which he 
sold to Tony Arnold and we have all seen the car that Tony built, over 
several painstaking years. This much acclaimed car was eventually sold 
for a huge sum to an owner in Switzerland…..never to be seen again.

I first met Jeff many years ago when he still owned GRX309D, when 
he and his wife Pam came down from his home in Callender, to see 
us and we spent much time discussing the build of the RAC car. Jeff 
was a rally man through and through and started rallying way back 
in the good old days – 1965, the year I started too! He however had 
more success than I did and won the very first event he entered. He 
acquired an ex-Rod Cooper Supersport Cortina and, with its Lotus 
engine, it was a formidable weapon back then and he campaigned 
the car to much success. He also achieved a life long ambition to 
finish the RAC Rally, this he did in 1974 in his Datsun 240Z, a snarling 
beast.  However, Jeff’s real skill was as a navigator and organiser. He 
played an important role as Team Manager to Mike Stuart’s ‘Quicks 
for Ford’ Rally Team from 1979 to 1982.  Jeff also assisted the Plant 
brothers with their Mini rallying and was actively involved with their 
attempt on the East African Safari Rally. When the car came up for 
sale, Jeff jumped at the chance and promptly entered the next Safari 
himself. Sadly he didn’t finish, drowning the car out so near the finish.  
Jeff’s involvement with MotorSport over his life had been recently 
collated by Jeff and his son Paul shortly before his untimely passing last 
November and the list read like the Who’s Who of rallying, such was 
his experience and scope.  Jeff will be sadly missed and I’m fortunate 
that I can say we were friends.

Robert Young

Malcolm Huxley on the right, receiving his Car of the Show 
award at Bingley Hall

Malcolm Huxley’s award winning Safari car

Jeff Hignett at the start of the East African Safari Rally in 2003

Cooper S Mk 1 Register

One of the services the MCR offers 
is the inspection of vehicles under 
the DVLA’s V765 scheme which is 
for vehicles that did not have their 
registration details computerised by the 
early 1980s. I recently went to inspect 
a Mk 1 S that had been off the road for 
35+ years that is nearing the end of a 
long rebuild.

MTC 820C is a Surf Blue/OEW 
example from early 1965 that  was built 
without an oil cooler or right hand tank 
as they were still optional extras at the 

time. It seems hard to believe now but 
the vast majority of cars built prior to 

March 1966 did not have an oil cooler or right hand tank. Up to the 
end of 1964 just over two thousand 1275 S’s had been built but only 
about 350 had a factory fitted right hand tank and about 450 had an 
oil cooler; less than 170 had both.

Meanwhile, back to MTC which, like many cars, did subsequently 
acquire a front mounted oil cooler. This was probably acquired in 
1966 from Special Tuning as the dated tags are still present on the 
hoses. The owner has, wherever possible, re-used the original parts 

Simon Wheatcroft
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Cooper Mk 1 Register

Two new cars added to the register 
recently, sadly no photos as they have 
come via the online registration facility.

Firstly Norwegian member Brian 
Thurston has passed on details of his 
latest addition to his collection of cars. 
C127564 is a Morris 998 Cooper built 
in the 3rd quarter of 1964, finished 
in tartan red with a black roof; the 
car now has non-standard black trim 
fitted rather than the original red and 
grey/gold brocade trim.  Something 
that a lot of Mk1 cars were subjected 
to in the late 1960’s and 1970’s, was 
the addition of black seats whether by 

substitution or merely painted over in some sort of paint available 
at the time. This is a common discussion point on many a forum,  
usually concerning the options and remedies on how to remove 
it!  This Cooper was built for the Swedish export market and was 
originally left hand drive, hence the ‘L’ within the chassis prefix, 
exported to Norway in 1999. The car has been converted to ‘S’ 
specification now having dry suspension hinting, of course, that 
the car used to have hydrolastic suspension and would have been 
perhaps one of the earliest cars fitted with this. Enjoy your car 
Brian, welcome to the register.

Secondly, Malcolm Lomas has registered his tartan red and black 
998 Cooper bought back in June of last year, TKX 273E, an Austin 
variant built in April 1967 and therefore getting towards the 
end of MK1 Cooper production. Reflecting back to last month’s 
report, this car would have had the double skinned boot lid 
factory fitted as is more common with MK2 production. This car 
would also have originally been fitted with the smaller style of 
spaced rear brake drum, much the same as fitted to the Cooper 
‘S’ but narrower. This production modification helped with the 
use of the now more popular radial style tyre and prevented them 
from rubbing on the helper springs.  As those members with an 
attention to detail will know, these items are incredibly hard to 
find, let alone in a good useable condition.

Don’t forget that Beaulieu is just around the corner and, at time of 
writing, a space is available on the MK1 register display. Please get 
in touch if interested and, as before, your car does not need to be a 
concours example, so don’t be shy.

On the ‘lost’ list for this month comes a request from David Cook in 
regard to his brother’s 998 Cooper KAU 10E, an Austin variant built 
in 1967 and finished in tartan red with a black roof. If anyone knows 

Barbara Alexander

so it is not as immaculate as many a new restoration but to my eyes 
at least, it means the car has a more authentic look about it.

There was a frenzy of activity around a car that appeared on the Car 
& Classic website. The car in question was an Almond Green/OEW 
up and running Mk 1 1275 S that had been off the road since 1978. 
HLT 707C was initially offered for sale at £15000, but the vendor 
soon realised that was a bit under the market value as their telephone 
went into meltdown with potential eager buyers.

HLT is also a single tank 1965 car. It also makes a refreshing change to 
see a Mk 1 S with reflective number plates on it, as most people these 
days opt for black ones despite the fact that many cars had reflective 
ones back in the day. Not surprisingly the car soon changed hands, for 
more than the initial asking price, and it should be at Beaulieu on the 
Mk 1 S display.

I’m still in need of one more Mk 1 S for the Beaulieu display so please 
get in touch – the driver gets free entry.

Simon Wheatcroft

Not so rare single tank 1275 S

You can just make out the 1265 date on the Special Tuning oil 
cooler hose

The reason the car is on reverse rims at present - the original 
3½” rims with Dunlop SP41 tyres still await restoration

Single tank and reflective number plates - that is a rarely 
seen combination these days
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Cooper S Mk 2 Register

After a dry spell for the Register in the 
last couple of months, I’ve got a bit of 
news with a ‘new’ car registered and 
another well known one changing hands.

First we have new MCR member 
Richard Daniels registering his recent 
purchase, a 1968 Austin registered 
FMB 320G. This car is new to the 
Register and has the look of a car 
which has been stored away since the 
1970s. The registration documents 
show Richard could be the third/fourth 
owner and MOT details suggest that 
the car has only done 9600 miles. 
Check out the very period modifications 
including Elf/Hornet combined indicator 

and sidelight units, Mk3 Cosmic alloy wheels, interior aftermarket 
parts and of course no ‘S’ in the 1970s would be complete without 
a tow bar. The rear end badging is interesting, although I don’t think 
anyone would restore a car like that these days. Richard believes 
the car was originally Monotone Black from the factory; he’s waiting 
for the Heritage certificate to confirm this. The plan is to restore 
the car sympathetically maintaining that evocative 1970’s look. A 
very nice find then, and good luck with the restoration Richard. I 
hope to bring you updates on progress. Also a thank you to Justin 
Ridyard for bringing the car to my attention and encouraging 
Richard to join the MCR.

Next we have a well known car changing hands. Dave Johnson has 
contacted me to say that WUK 391G, a 1968 Austin jointly owned 
by himself and Martin Price, has been recently sold to good friend 
Paul Bates. Paul, you may recall, is the owner of the first incarnation 
of ex-works car GRX 309D, so it has gone to a good home. Dave 
and Martin bought this car back in 2009. I remember going to look 
at it myself when it was for sale by its then long term owner Nigel 
Beardsmore in Rugeley. WUK had always resided in the Midlands, 
the car being first registered in Wolverhampton by the Charles 
Clark Motor Group who had a number of BMC dealerships in the 
area. This is another car which has managed to escape ever having 

Nick Hunter

of its whereabouts or fate, please let me know so I can forward on 
the details.

I am in the throes of moving house so please be patient if leaving 
messages and I shall get back in touch as soon as possible.
That’s all for this month,
                                  
Barbara Alexander

a full restoration and, as with FMB 320G above, it is another fine 
example of how most ‘S’s looked back in the 1970s/80s before our 
little car became so valuable/restorable. I’m sure Dave, Martin and 
Paul will not mind me saying that WUK is unashamedly tatty but well 
maintained with a justifiable MOT, an ‘oily rag ‘ motor if you like. 
Paul’s plan is to let his son run the car, lucky fella, and to just repair 
and maintain as necessary to keep the car’s patina. Thanks for the 
update Dave, we will hopefully see this car out and about.

A car currently nearing the end of a full restoration is Pete 
Bowern’s 1968 Morris, TLK 976G. Pete bought the car back 
in 1983 and he admits it was found sitting forlornly in a front 
garden and required a total restoration. Originally a sandy beige/

Richard Daniels’ recent buy

FMB 320G looking very 1970s

Interior shot of FMB 320G

A twist on the normal rear end layout for a MkIIS
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snowberry white car it had been painted black inside and out by a 
previous owner. A long term project, the car sat in Pete’s shed in 
bits for years, a familiar restorer’s tale. Once work got underway, 
the shell was found to require extensive repair. Work has included 
new front wings, new ‘old’ stock front panel, both inner and outer 
‘A’ panels, sills, rear boot floor and passenger and driver side 
floor panels. Mechanically, the engine, despite its rusty external 
appearance, was found on strip down to be in excellent condition; 
the gearbox was not so good and had to be rebuilt by Pete with 
new ‘old’ stock parts. As you can see from the photos, Pete has 
done a very thorough job, the shell looking superb in its original 
sandy beige and snowberry white colour scheme. He is now at 
the (relatively) pleasant stage of final assembly with all the hard 
work behind him and hopefully the car will be finished by the time 
you read this. Well done Pete, great work, look out for this car at 
shows this year.

The restore versus preserve approach is an interesting conundrum 
and I think we’re starting to see a niche develop here. Whilst the 
majority of owners will want to fully restore a tired example back 
to its factory fresh former glory, there are some owners who are 
interested in preserving and maintaining a car in its pre restored but 
roadworthy state. This is a good thing I think, it makes our hobby that 
bit more diverse and interesting. 

Beaulieu is just a month away now, and the Mk 11 ‘S’ display is 
starting to shape up. There is still time to get your car included 
though, so if you would like to show your car please contact me. Free 
admission for the owner and a guaranteed great day out.

That’s all for now

Nick Hunter

Cooper Mk 2 Register

Another quiet month I am sad to say.  Maybe the warmth of spring 
will stir you from your winter hibernation and tempt you to get 
in touch.  No such luck for Kevin and Samantha Robinson.  It’s 
been a long cold busy winter and they are pleased to say they are 
starting to see the fruits of their labour.  Since their last restoration 
report, the welder has been very busy and, as you can see from 
the photos, a lot of panels have been replaced.  Meanwhile, they 
have been on a cold garage floor stripping down the sub frames, 
suspension and brakes.  Kevin says it would have been a lot easier 
if he had known what he was doing and had all the right tools.  
Thankfully the workshop manual and lots of use of the forum has 

Graham Robinson

Paul Bates’ recent buy

All prepared and ready for the spray shop

More 1970s mods for WUK 391G

Interior shot of WUK 391G

Fit out commences on Pete Bowern’s TLK 976G
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helped them through.  They have been sorting through the rest of 
the parts boxes to decide what may and may not be suitable for 
the restoration.  They have identified the parts that need special 
attention and have been busy stripping, degreasing and cleaning 
them before sending them off for powder coating.  The rest of the 
bits will need to be finished off by hand painting.  A good haul of 
trim parts and bracketry have gone off to a local powder coater 
but bits like the displacer units will be finished by hand.  The shell 
is now seam sealed and in the queue waiting for a paint shop slot.  
They were thinking of re-chroming the bumpers but three quotes 
later, they are still feeling a bit queasy ... maybe another day.  It 
should not be long before they are moving on to cleaning up the 
trim and interior. 

Kevin says the next big challenge will be to get it all back together 
again, not down to them he is pleased to say.    Getting the balance 
right with the use of old (reused) and new parts so that it doesn’t 
look odd is going to be tricky.  Knowing Kevin and Samantha as I do, 
I am confident they will do a proper job.  Watch this space for their 
next update.

May already and only a month to Beaulieu.   So far, only one 
volunteer for the Register Display.  It’s getting tight to send out the 
tickets so if you would like to represent the MKII Cooper Register, 
please contact me ASAP.

Until the next time “Happy Coopering”.   
 
Regards,
 
Graham Robinson

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

As I mentioned last month, BNX 371J 
was up for auction at a real auction. 
I happened to be in the area when 
BNX was available for viewing at 
the Brightwells Auction Centre in 
Leominster. Apart from the lack of 
seams, I was very pleasantly surprised 
how original the car was, even down to 
the original British Leyland tags for the 
body number and engine number. The 
seller had only recently won the car 
in a competition organised by Tyrrells 
Crisps who are based in Leominster; 
nice prize. The car was sold for £12000 

which was the top end of the estimate; 
had the seams still been in place, I think 

closer to £20000 would have been possible.

The other car I mentioned last month, the low mileage YGD 511J, was 
no sooner listed than it vanished without trace – presumably because of 
a quick sale as 4000 mile Mk 3 S’s don’t turn up for sale very often.

Thus far, I’ve only been offered one car for the Beaulieu Mk 3 S 
display, although a very interesting car it is. Unfortunately, I can’t tell 
you any more about it at the present time but watch this space.

If you would like your Mk 3 S prominently parked, please get in touch 
sooner rather than later. All cars will be considered and your car does 
not need to be in concours condition.

Simon Wheatcroft 

Simon Wheatcroft
Better than new: new floor and companion boxes

New seat and rear panel

The smooth rear end of BNX 371J recently

Rover Cooper Register

With the MCR’s big annual event at 
Beaulieu just over six weeks away 
(Sunday 14th June 2015), I am still short 
of two RSP Rover Coopers for our 
register display in the main arena. I am 
guessing that everyone thought that the 
places would be over subscribed and 
hence no one came forward. I am missing 
one each of a Green/White and Red/
White RSP models. Suitable cars need 
not be concours, just presentable and 
reasonably standard looking. Please send 
a picture with your response if you are 
able to offer such cars. Ticket entry for 
the two lucky owners is free.  Not to be John Parnell
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Back to Basics - RSP & Mainstream Coopers

As the numbers of unrestored 1960s Minis decline to a trickle, many 
specialist restorers are now tapping into 1990s editions as their 
mainstay. My friend and fellow registrar, Steve Burkinshaw, has recently 
transformed a very sad looking SPi Rover Cooper into something I would 
be proud to own. Steve’s home ground is as an accomplished restorer of 
1960s-1970s coach-built Minis, but he commented that when it came to 
tackling the 1990s car, it wasn’t just the severity of rust in awkward places 
like the windscreen scuttle that surprised him, dealing with the SPi’s 
ECU-based electronics added a further unwelcome dimension that made 
it one of the least pleasurable cars he has worked on. 

For those of us who wish to avoid the dark art of electronic fuel 
injection and sensors that will test anyone’s patience, there is still a 
supply of ECU-free RSP and Mainstream models that can be restored 
and tuned in much the same way as Minis from decades earlier. For 
most, sourcing original components is all part of the fun of authentically 
restoring a car, so below is a checklist of basic data to guide you:

left out, anyone who has a 998cc John Cooper conversion and wants 
to be part of the gathering of those cars at Beaulieu, is encouraged to 
contact Dean Cocks via his register Facebook page: Classic Mini John 
Cooper Conversions. I believe any free entry allocation for these cars 
has already been taken up. Dean will advise accordingly.

Cooper 35 Owner’s Handbook

My request for information regarding the Owner’s Handbook for 
Cooper 35 models drew two responses; Neil O’Connor said that his 
car has publication AKM 6579 (3rd Edition). This is one handbook 
that I already have and my copy is dated 1991 on the contents page 
and obviously pre dates a vehicle made in 1996. The critical element 
is that the Cooper 35, being announced just four months prior to the 
release of the MPi models, incorporates the same blade type fuse box 
found on the latter. 

The AKM 1184 and AKM 1217 parts microfiches would have us 
believe that the changeover from one fuse box to the other happened 
at VIN 134455 (the beginning of MPi production) but, as has so often 
been shown on these pages, the parts lists are often the least reliable 
source of information and certainly no substitute for examining actual 
cars of the period. 

Returning to the topic in hand, Ian Hitchman’s Cooper 35 was 
supplied with Mini Owner’s Handbook RCL 0015ENG - 2nd 
Edition. This features the correct fuse box but, confusingly, has the 
1994 supplement, AKM 7219/1ENG, covering the extra auxiliary 
lights and refers to the Cooper Monte Carlo. You can see where 
Rover were going - they needed lighting instructions for the Cooper 
35 and, rather than publish a completely new supplement when 
the facelift MPi model was just months away, they instead relied 
on something that was already in print, even if it was out of date in 
other respects. Just for the record, the RCL 0015ENG - 2nd Edition 
Mini Owner’s Handbook has a picture of a Nightfire Red Rover Mini 
Cabriolet on the front cover.

Cooper 35 Owner’s Handbook - RCL 0015ENG - 2nd Edition

LBB10399E - factory replacement engine for RSP & Mainstream cars

MG Metro cam showing distinctive machined groove between lobes 
1 and 2 (picture: miniclassic.yuku.com)

`WFM 1024’ found on the front of RSP, Mainstream 
and SPi engine blocks
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Notes

1. As the RSP Rover Coopers were only marketed in the UK and 
Japan (both RHD countries), it is unlikely that any LHD examples 
exist. There are none on the register.

2. The same basic 1275cc engine block was used across the RSP, 
Mainstream and SPi Rover Cooper Minis from 1990 to 1996 
and only changed to a new casting with the introduction of the 
MPi models in October 1996. To underline that Rover, like BMC 
before it, had a policy of carrying over as much existing content to 
later versions of the same model, the starter motor, ignition coil, 
alternator and windscreen wiper motor, to name just a few, were 
also used most Spi Minis.

3. The MG Metro camshaft was also used on the Mk2 Metro Vanden 
Plas, the Metro GTa and Metro Sport. It has a 1/4 inch groove 
machined between lobes one and two.
Rumours persist that some factory Mainstream cars may have been 
fitted with the standard non-sports camshaft at times of supply 
shortages of the original MG Metro item. Can any of our members 
working in the motor trade substantiate this story?

4. The resistor type alternative to the GSP 4362 spark plug is the 
GSP 4462.

5. Original ignition leads were red with matching red `pointed’ caps. 
Only black versions of these were still available new at the time of 
writing. I would be interested to hear from owners of Mainstream 
Rover Coopers whose car may have been fitted with alternative 
Unipart leads and caps from new.

6. Many of the original engine bay labels and stickers have been 
reproduced and can be sourced via the RSP Cooper Register (www.
rsp-cooper-register.co.uk) run by MCR member Roger Hunt.  

7. For more information on the RSP and Mainstream Rover Coopers, 
I profiled both models respectively in the September and October 
2011 issues of CooperWorld.

I wish to thank Roger Hunt, Mark Ponting, Richard Williams, Ian 
Hitchman and miniclassic.yuku.com for material used in this report.

Until next month...

Enjoy the two May bank holiday weekends. 

John Parnell

RSP & Mainstream Rover Coopers

Chassis (VIN) prefix:
RSP: SAXXNNAMBAD (RHD cars)
RSP: SAXXNNAMMAD (LHD cars??)
Mainstream: SAXXNNAMBBD (RHD cars)
Mainstream: SAXXNNAMMBD (LHD cars)

Engine prefix: 
RSP: 12A2AF53
Mainstream: 12A2AG01

Factory Replacement Engine Prefix:
LBB10399N = New
LBB10399E = Reconditioned Gold Seal

Engine Block ID: `WFM 1024’ casting number top front

Cylinder Head: MG Metro 12G940 `A’ Plus casting with nine studs, 
sculpted and machined around the thermostat housing and heater 
take off, 1.401 inch inlet and 1.156 inch outlet

Camshaft: MG Metro (Part No. CAM6648) 

Distributor: Lucas 65DM4/ Serial No. 42664

Ignition Amplifier Module: Lucas 9EM / Serial No. 84567

Alternator: Lucas A127/45 amp

Starter Motor: Lucas M79 pre engaged

Wiper Motor: Lucas 14W / 60927001 two speed, self park

Fuse Box: Lucas 7FJ

Carburettor: SU -  HIF 44 (1.75 inch)
Specification Identifier: FZX 1531

Ignition Coil: Unipart GCL 143 / Serial No. 520067 

Spark plugs: Unipart GSP 4362 (non-resistor) 

Spark plug leads and caps: Unipart

Lucas 65DM4 / AUU5036 - RSP & Mainstream distributor

Unipart 520067 ignition coil (made in France)
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The second ‘star’ is an Almond Green and White Austin, built around 
the same time as Steve’s Super. One of three Supers owned by Sally 
Brown, ‘Joe’, as it is affectionately known, features in the new Spring 
advertising campaign by Radley of London. 

The background to Sally’s Super being in the advert is that she has all 
her Minis (she has others in addition to the Supers) registered with an 
agent which provides cars for work in films, TV, magazines, adverts 
etc., although this is the first time one of her Supers has been used.

Radley are very ‘English’ in their image so in this latest campaign 
decided to use a milk float and a Mini, oh, and some apples! Sally first 
became aware that her car had been filled with apples when she saw 
the advert in a Sunday newspaper!

Mini Super Register

This month I would like to start with 
not wholly ‘Mini Super’ news. Some 
members who are acquainted with 
long standing member John Baker, of 
Aley, Somerset may not know that 
in early March he had been taken 
seriously ill. At the time of writing he 
is in hospital and not expected home 
for some while. 

John has been renowned for many 
years as a restorer of Minis, particularly 
Coopers, to high and exacting 
standards. John carried out the bulk of 
the work on my own Super many years 

ago; also he owns an Austin Super which he had intended to rebuild 
but now, for the time being, has been put away in storage.

John is making a reasonable and encouraging recovery but it could 
be some while before he is out and about again. I would be happy to 
answer any queries anyone who knows him might have. 

Now for an amendment to last month’s report in which I featured 
James Morrison’s Crayford converted Super. It has come to light 
that unfortunately the Heritage sheet was completely incorrect in 
showing James’ car as a Super, it is in fact a Super deluxe; they got 
it wrong the other way round this time! To James, the car is now 
not so special being a SDL. He also has a Super, totally dismantled 
and partly restored, so is considering using the Crayford to 
convert this car. It could be an interesting project, more on that 
one later!

Two Supers on my register have made celebrity status. The first, a 
June ‘62 Tartan red with Black roof Austin owned by Steve Allen, 
appeared in an episode of ‘Butterflies’ being driven by Wendy 
Craig, in 2001. The car had white and blue transfers applied to its 
red paintwork, with a Union Flag roof. It was made to look like the 
Mini which Wendy usually drove in the series. As this was before 
Steve owned the car, one can only assume the Super was dressed 
and used as a substitute while the Mini usually in the series was 
unavailable. As can be seen from a photo taken recently, there was 
no ill effect to the original paintwork. Later, its then owner was 
contacted again by the BBC to use the Super in a series of Songs of 
Praise but that did not materialise. 

Garry Dickens

RSY 812, Steve Allen’s very original Super

Butterflies episode

‘Joe’ on its way to filming

Radley’s advertisement
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that’s the keener, more MINI-like car to drive. Our test Cooper 
had the adaptive damping which sharpened the drive, but with the 
sweet three-cylinder 1.5-litre turbo engine and slick six-speed manual 
transmission, it has the edge over the taller Countryman here.

Considering its taller stance, the Countryman is still great fun to drive, 
the sharp steering and slick gear change see to that. It is just when it 
comes to the corners, more body roll and only adequate performance 
from the 1.6 petrol; kind of spoils some of the fun. With two children 
under five, practicality is another key consideration when looking at 
these MINIs and the main reason why we bought our Countryman. 
The MINI Crossover might not be pretty, but there’s an impressive 
amount of interior space in the Countryman, although it does seem to 
be at the expense of boot space which isn’t so impressive.

The MINI five-door might have 72mm extra wheelbase and an 
extra11centimeters of length, but the five-door MINI only just makes 
sense as a family car. Those tiny rear doors open wide, making it much 
easier to load kids in the back than a three-door MINI. However, in 
every other practicality aspect the Countryman, in my opinion, is tops. 
Rear legroom and boot space for example, are merely adequate in 
the five-door hatch. In particular, the bigger boot only just fitted my 
daughter’s buggy and there was little room for anything else!

So, despite the fact that the five-door MINI looks and drives better than 
my Countryman, I’ll be sticking with the Crossover because of its extra 
family practicality - well at least until my kids grow up anyway. 

Next month I’ll be able to bring you my first driving impressions on 
the hottest F56 - the John Cooper Works. 

Until then, keep motoring.

Martyn Collins

New MINI Cooper Register

As I write this column MINI has just 
announced that it has had its strongest 
quarter sales figure since launch in 
2001, with an impressive 14,961 cars 
finding homes already this year. In fact, 
our favorite small car brand recorded 
a 51 per cent increase in the first three 
months of 2015, which follows on nicely 
from a record breaking 2014, when 
53,900 MINIs were sold. The driving 
force behind this growth is the original 
three-door hatch, which has seen a 
265 per cent increase in sales since 
2014, and now in third-generation F56 
form, with the more practical five-door 
launched at the end of last year. 

I was lucky recently to spend a week with a five-door Cooper, which 
I thought made for an interesting comparison with our own 2013 
Countryman Cooper. Let’s get the question of looks out of the way 
first. The way MINI design cues have been laid over an SUV shape 
with the Countryman is about as far away from Issigonis’s original 
design and hurts the enthusiasts. However, that hasn’t stopped 
buyers, and behind the three and five-door hatch, the Countryman is 
the second best-selling MINI. After five-years on sale and so many on 
UK roads, I believe the Countryman’s quirky looks have softened in 
many people’s eyes - I really am very fond of ours after what will be 
two years of ownership this October.

The F55, although looking more modern MINI-like, has its own issues 
in the looks department. As I’ve said before, with the longer nose of 
the new car, and that extra door, makes for a more balanced shape. 
The problems in my view with the F55 are the taller rear quarters 
and roofline and those tiny, quirky rear doors. However, if you’re 
considering buying a five-door MINI, in my opinion the F55 Cooper 
is the best looker. On the road and again it’s the F55 MINI five-door 

The five-door MINIs meet - but which is better

Both are challenged in the looks department, but the hatch is best

Only just enough room in the back for a baby seat in the MINI 
five-door

Five-door hatch might have a bigger boot, but it’s only just big 
enough for buggies!

All three spaces for the official Super display at Beaulieu have now 
been taken. It would be good though to get another group of Supers 
together on the day to park close by if we can. So if you are coming 
along let’s all try to assemble together.

Finally, my usual request, if you own, have owned, or know of a 
Super, or have any stories involving one, then please let me know, 
even if the car no longer exists.  

Garry Dickens

Martyn Collins



Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

1st Monday (if Bank 
Holiday then 2nd Monday)

Harvester Stanney Oaks, Stanney Lane, Little Stanney, 
nr Ellesmere Port. CH2 4HT

David Davies 01244 332282

Derbyshire &           
Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Monday of 
the Month

Bluebell Inn (A 515) DE6 1NH Andrew Shadforth 07812 350409
andrewshadforth@hotmail.co.uk      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
m.willson625@btinternet.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com
Frank Willis 07743 577344
frankmwillis@gmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

The Park Gate Inn, Ashford Road, Hollingbourne, Maidstone 
ME17 1PG

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke
01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr
01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, 
near Chester-le-Street, just off Junction 63 on the A1M. 
DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049
0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

Scotland Sunday 29th March  
At noon

The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel.             
Edinburgh eh28 8lx

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region First Thursday  At 7.30 Greyhound Inn, Pettistree, Nr Wickham Market IP13 0HP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Phone for details Simon Wheatcroft 01827 830726 
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 
01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

The New Queen Pub  Ringwood Road, Avon, Christchurch, 
Dorset BH23 7BG

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

James Harrison 07831 217 335
yorkshire1973@hotmail.com

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

NEW
DATE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Kent Region

Hi from Kent! 

Let us know if you would like to join us on the Region stand at Beaulieu this year. Looking forward to a relaxed weekend away and socialising on the weekend.

The Ham Sandwich Run (30th August) will move to a different part of Kent once more. We had a full complement in 2014 and this year the event will 
tie in nicely with our French trip with a stop of at a local wine producer to see how we do it this side of the water. Open to all regions. Space filling up!

Full Kent events list for this year below, if you would like to join us at any of these please drop us an email or give us a call.

24th May – Region Spring get together. At the Deal Classic Motor Show for the RNLI*
14th June – Kent Stand - MCR, National Mini Cooper Day – Beaulieu. 
28th June - Brands Hatch Mini Festival (TBC post MSV confirming club space)
4th & 5th July – KENT EVENT - Champagne Run, Voyage Région de Kent à la France #
19th July – Region Summer get together and picnic. Bearsted Green Classic Car Show for Kent Air Ambulance*
30th August – KENT EVENT - The Ham Sandwich Run #

* = Classic Car Show
# = Navigational Road Run

Monthly Meetings & Dates 2015
We meet at The Park Gate Inn, Ashford Road, Hollingbourne, 
Maidstone ME17 1PG. Second Wednesday of each month at 
7.30pm. Next meeting: 13th May. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at
http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   

REGIONAL REPORTS

As such, we are encouraging the regions to buy their own smaller 
gazebo. This could then be used for local shows and MCR shows. 
This would also save the cost of transporting the existing gazebos and 
make life easier for those putting on a show, be it a local show or an 
MCR show. The cost of these red gazebos is just a few pounds over 
£300. The supplier has the club logo which will be added.  They are 
extremely easy to assemble too!  Don’t forget we also have banners.  
They cost £200 each, but we will reimburse £100.

Post our recent AGM it has been decided to reimburse a region’s 
spend on gazebos and / or sail banners to 75%.

If it’s not something your region can afford this year, please start 
planning your budget for next year!

Looking forward to hearing from you!

Patricia Käsehagen Webb 
Regional Co-ordinator
regions@minicooper.org      

D ear all

A couple of things to note this month.

Is your region struggling to get numbers 
out to local shows?
A couple of ideas to share on ways of 
getting more people involved in your region.  
Perhaps your region can consider joining 
forces with similar BMC affiliated car clubs 
in your local area, like a local MG club. This 
may allow a wider base and should enable 
a combined force to do more. Perhaps this 
will also make it more viable for a region to 
put on events themselves and be better able 

to support local shows with a respectable number.

Another idea, brought up at the AGM, was to get an affiliation with the local 
BMW dealer as the Kent region does.  BMW are keen to embrace the Classic 
Mini these days and we do use their facilities to sponsor some of our events.

The current MCR “on loan” gazebos are suffering from being 
transported around the country by courier.  As they don’t fit into a Mini 
either, we always knew that these were only offered a tactical solution.

REGIONAL CO-ORDINATOR − Patricia Käsehagen Webb
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Mid Staffs Region

Our regular meeting on March 2nd featured a Scalextric Race 
Night. A challenging circuit was laid out featuring chicanes, cross-
overs, 180⁰ bends and a hairpin. The total length was 40 feet, 
giving an expected lap time of around 7 seconds! The technology 
was traditional ‘analogue’ Scalextric rather than the more modern 
(and exciting) digital version that allows up to 6 cars to race on two 
lanes and overtake. Timing and lap counting was done by a gantry 
just after the start line. This provided, in the end, time limitations 
which restricted racing to a knockout series and a sprint series. 
Standard MINI Cooper S from the Italian Job set were the cars of 
choice as they had ground effects – a magnet underneath that glued 
them to the track!

The knockout races started with 15 ten lap races for the 30 entries. 
Initially lap times were averaging around 7½ seconds, but by the semi-
finals this had dropped to 6 seconds or just below. The final between Phil 
Otley and George Martin was run as a best of three races, and it went 
down to the wire. George won the first race, Phil the second. In each 
case the winner made no mistakes. The last race and Phil made a single 
mistake putting him on the back foot. Despite running flat out for the 
rest of the race, George was able to pace himself to the line winning by a 
narrow margin, to become our Scalextric Champion for 2015.

The Sprint series was all run on the same lane with the same car. 
The format was from a standing start, 3 laps and the fastest of 
the 3 counted as the time. As with real life Sprints and Hillclimbs, 
each of the 15 entries had two runs, the fastest to count. Quickly 
tactics came into play, when one competitor jumped the start and 
the timing ignored the first lap, so you could get three flying laps 
instead of two! And other tactic was to cross the line at full chat 
and ignore the consequences of the S bends a few feet after the 
start line. This gave the poor Cooper S a hard time but I’m happy 
to report that it survived without damage. If only real life was as 
simple! Nearly all the times were under 7 seconds on the first run, 
with many getting into the 5 seconds. Nearly everyone managed to 
improve their time for the second run if they stayed in the slot! The 
Fastest Time was eventually set by George Martin who managed a 
clean sweep on the evening and stopped the clock at 5.45 seconds, 
giving him 11/100 ths of a second advantage.

Everyone who raced and spectated thought it was a great fun evening, 
so this will become a regular feature of our winter club nights.

Now to future events:

Monday May 4th. This is another Bank Holiday, so will be a 
traditional natter night, but hopefully spring will be well and truly with 
us so we will get a reasonably good turnout of cars and their owners.

Monday June 1st. This will feature a talk by Chris Winwood 
about teaching people to drive. Chris has been a driving instructor 
for almost 20 years so has a wealth of experience and anecdotes. 
He has also taught people to IAM test standard, taught other driving 
instructors, and been an instructor at the Porsche Experience 
and the skid pan both at Silverstone. Should be a great talk and 
entertaining evening.

Monday July 6th. This is the anniversary of setting up the meeting 
and, to celebrate, we will be having a barbeque and holding our annual 
informal concours d’elegance where people attending vote for the car 
they would most like to take home with them.

Regular meetings are held on the first Monday in the month at the 
George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone, Staffordshire. ST15 
0PX. Meeting are generally from 7.30pm onwards and all Minis and 
MINIs are welcome.

Pete Cresswell
01785 760211
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com   

Anne Clews (right) and 
Carol Potter do battle!

The two Coopers on the start line

Runner up Phil Otley 
(right) and George 
Martin fighting for overall 
honours in the final

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Scottish Region

This month saw the Scottish Region get together for their regional meeting.  As previously, 
it was held at Norton House Hotel just on the outskirts of Edinburgh.  Early on in the day 
we thought that there would be a high number of Minis attending, however the weather 
rapidly turned and we only ended up with 2! 

Despite the lack of Minis, we had a good number of people in attendance.  As ever, due to 
the large expanse the region covers, we had a couple of members that travelled a fair way to 
get to the meeting.  Furthest was Charles Dawson, who drove down from Aberdeen and this 
was his first time in attending.  Charles has embarked on a project which he’s been meaning 
to do for a number of years, and it sounds like the time has come.  Charles came to get a bit 
of insight as to how to approach the project, so I’m hoping we were able to help out. 

A number of topics were covered, mainly about upcoming events, both in Scotland and 
further afield.  It’s surprising how many events there are up here, and I think we will have attendance at the majority of them. 

The big event for us, is in July - the Scottish Transport Extravaganza which is at Glamis Castle.  Patricia is organising another large stand and 
anyone is welcome to attend.  The only mandatory thing is to bring your Mini!!  It’s for two days, July 11th and 12th...so if you’re interested, 
please contact Patricia (07834 081 667) as soon as possible. 

The remainder of the meeting covered the topics of Gazebos, breakfast runs (28th June) and the location of the next meeting.  This will be held 
after the breakfast run back at Murrayshall House Hotel, Scone, PH2 7PH at 12.00 midday.  The actual breakfast run will start with breakfast rolls at 
the Powmill Milk Bar at 9.00am.  Again, if you’re interested, then please let Patricia know. 

Patricia and Ben   

Suffolk Region

We have just had a sudden rush of early season activity here in the 
Suffolk region. On Sunday 29th March we had five cars attend the 
Mini Festival at Brooklands. Unfortunately, it rained all the way there 
before it dried up just after lunch, but only to come on again for part 
of the return journey. The overcast day didn’t deter a big turnout 
of Minis especially Classic and Rover ones. There is always plenty 
to see at Brooklands being a museum too, and the hill climb in the 
afternoon made for interesting viewing. A few days later and it was 
our club night with a six car turnout. We had an interesting short 
run which turned into a night rally before finishing at our meeting 
place the Greyhound Inn. 

By the time you read this report we will have been on our first 
classic car meeting of the year at the White Lion Lower Ufford. 
Then, on Easter Sunday, we plan to attend The East Coast Mini 
Club charity run from Bury St Edmunds to Southwold sea front. 
Finally, on Sunday 12th April we will be watching classic car racing 
at Snetterton ! I will report on these outing in my next report.

Ian MacPherson   

Thames Valley

Haynes Museum Visit 5th July - Update
 
We have lots of interest in our afternoon visit to the newly refurbished 
Haynes Museum at Sparkford on the 5th July. Hopefully we will be 
joined by other local regions.

The visit to the Museum comes complete with afternoon tea in a 
private area.

We shall also be organising a run from the Thames Valley’s meeting place 
The Phoenix at Phoenix Green, Hartley Wintney. This run will be optional.

Cost will be £20 per person (under 15’s £13.50).

To book you place contact: Lee Crabb, 
info@scrumpix.co.uk, 07804 136712

Minis on the Bank at Brooklands

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Clive Brooks, first to dry his car down!
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Monthly Meetings:

Welcome to Terry Schraider who came along to our March meeting with his wife Helen and his interesting Cooper S.

With the lighter evenings on their way why not pop along to one of our forth-coming meetings.
Our meeting dates over the next few months are:

27th May
24th June
29th July
26th August

As a reminder we meet on the last Wednesday of the month at The Phoenix, Phoenix Green from 8pm.

A quick note of thanks to all regional members who brought their cars along to the Brooklands Mini Day - A full report appears elsewhere in this 
issue of the magazine.

Ken and Robert   

Warwickshire Region

At our March meeting I agreed to be the Regional Organiser as Simon 
has retired!

During the month I joined the MCR group visiting the Heritage operation 
at Witney and witnessed former Chairman Peter Barratt being assessed 
for a retirement job.  Sadly the trainer was not impressed with his wiper 
assembly skills (see picture).  We also stumbled on a stripped rally car 
with an interesting dealer plate on the bulkhead which appeared to 
include many London dealers.  Can anyone identify the plate please?

The March meeting was well supported and most of us enjoyed a good 
meal and one even had dessert!   As usual the conversation did not stop 
and it was good to see partners joining in.

By the time you read this, I hope that Al Vines will have given us a talk 
at our April meeting on his experiences on the Monte Historique Rallye 
and the risks of collision with other team members on the narrow 
Alpine roads.

Looking forward to May, I think a few members will be supporting the 
second Mk1 Performance Track Day at Blyton Park on the 2nd and 3rd 
May.  It looks like it will be a stunning event for Participants and Posers!

Local member Patrick Walker is very involved with the Historic 
Marathon Car enthusiasts and was keen to point out that members of 
the MCR will be very welcome at Gaydon on 31st May, especially if they 
have an Ex Works vehicle to display.  As I write this, I am not quite sure 
what is also planned but the late Philip Young was keen to have a display 
of Pirelli Marathon Cars and I hope that many participants in those 
events will attend with their cars, if they still have them.   I think Philip 
had something to do with a Mini Cooper event in 1994 or 1996.  Did 
you take part in that event?  If you did, please get in touch with me as the 
Region will be putting on a display.

If you live in Warwickshire, Gloucestershire, Northamptonshire or even 
Leicestershire and would like to take part in some of our events please 
get in touch by e-mail warks@cliffporter.co.uk or telephone 01386 
840645.  We are planning to organise the club stand at the National Mini 
Show in September.

Our monthly meeting is held at The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Nr Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 7NS from about 8pm on the 4th 
Wednesday each month.  Partners are very welcome to join us.  The Houndshill’s website is http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk

If you live close to Stratford-upon-Avon, several members meet at the Redditch & District Car Club every other Monday at the Blue Boar in 
Binton at 8pm.  Everyone is welcome.   Don’t forget that all MCR members are invited to take part in the Lavender Run on Sunday 19th July.  
Regulations and entry forms available from the club’s website http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Hope to see you soon, maybe on 27th May or 24th June.

Cliff Porter   

“The eyes have it!”

Dealer plate

REGIONAL REPORTS
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CLUB SHOP
.

In the March edition of CooperWorld Robert 
Young, our Chairman, announced significant 
changes to our club shop.  Indeed the all new 
online club shop went live on the 1st April and 
is being operated on our behalf by a company 
called Quirkart.

If you go to the club website and follow the 
link for the club shop you will find that a large 
number of changes have taken place.  Although 
the core items have remained, the new stock 
range is now considerably larger with bomber 
jackets, wallets, purses, beany hats, hoodies and 
much more than before.  Many of the items can 
be customised with either registration numbers 
or names.  All items are available with the MCR 
logo.  Additionally, there is one carriage charge 
of £3.49.  This is a tracked service and applies to 
whatever quantity or product is ordered.  

More products will be added over time, so make 
sure you visit the club shop regularly.   
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Cars for sale

To fund work on my S. Recently restored (February 2015) 1980 Pickup. 
Cumulus grey. 90% replacement panels - everything below the waist 
line from A panel back to the tailgate plus offside wings and both doors. 
Mk3 Cooper S brake system & wheels. Hilos and camber brackets. 
Tow bar. Tilt frame. 
Tuned 1275 engine. Four page spec sheet available of work conducted 
and 200+ photos. Agreed value insurance of £14K. Offers invited.
Tel.01276 500316 Hampshire.

Parts for sale 

Tinted safety glass for coachbuilt Mk1/2 Mini. 4 sliding window pieces, plus 
2 rear opening window pieces.  Also tinted Perspex rear screen for a Mk1.  
£120 for the full set.  Works type Lucas electric windscreen washer bottle 
and bracket s/h, £25.  Works floor mounted horn switch, new Lucas, but 
not with the wooden block £25.  Works 2 pin plug (not socket) for the 
navigator’s panel £15.  “Aston” type fuel filler caps X2, new £40.  Genuine 
Speedwell period sump guard with the cut out to access the drain plug 
£50.  4.1 final drive crown wheel and pinion £50. 3.7 and 3.65 crown 
wheels and pinions £40 each.  I can bring all of the above items to Beaulieu 
on 14th of June.  Tel Neil on 07879 261376 anytime.

Trade 

The Mini Surgery
Keeping the Classic Mini Alive
Waterproof self adhesive door membrane kits for MK111, (1969 on) 
Minis. In the 1990’s rover started fitting clear membranes in place of the 
duck tape etc which went before. These became unavailable and we 
have had them manufactured to replace the originals. They are “handed” 
and once the door cards and old membranes removed, take minutes to 
fit. They have cut outs for door handle etc. and are very strong - £25.95 
per kit inclusive of p&p for MCR members. The kit arrives in a large tube 
and via recorded delivery. Cheques payable to R. Patterson.
The Mini Surgery, 12 Swanage Road, 
Lee-on-the-Solent, Hants PO13 9JW 
Tel: 07790 532997
email: theminisurgery@btopenworld.com

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.
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ORIGINAL AND GREATEST MAGAZINE FOR THE MINI

www.miniworld.co.uk 
Subscription hotline: Tel: 01959 541444 

MiniWorld is proud to support
the Mini Cooper Register.
Find stunning feature cars
and informative historical

articles in every issue.



Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm.*Terms and conditions apply, call for details. †Based on an average customer, saving 28% when compared to buying three separate 
Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MG Midget.^Voucher Offer must be quoted at time of 
purchase, terms and conditions apply. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

UP TO 25% 
CLUB MEMBER
DISCOUNT*

IT PAYS TO
BE IN A 
CLUB, MAN

Insurance Worth Shouting About

Vsit us online at cherished.carolenash.com
Classic  |  Specialist  |  Camper Van  |  Military  |  Performance

0800 083 6302

YOU COULD

SAVE
28%
IF YOU INSURE MORE THAN 
ONE CLASSIC VEHICLE WITH 
A MULTI-CLASSIC POLICY† 

Of

� cial Sponsor of:

•  FREE and Simple Agreed Value*
• Talk to an expert in our UK CALL CENTRE
•  Pick a SPECIALIST REPAIRER of your choice
•   Up to £100,000 LEGAL PROTECTION if you’re in an accident 

that’s not your fault
•  UK & EU breakdown WORTH OVER  £100 - includes Homestart
• EUROPEAN COVER up to 90 days*
•  Salvage Retention Rights*
ALSO AVAILABLE
•  Laid up cover • Spare Parts Cover • Wedding cover • Track Day Cover  


