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Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48  . . . . . .£705.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . .£23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO  . . .£13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone springs on the market made
from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.70
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

Cooper S Distributor

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for
economy and performance similar to MK3 S

curves. Fitted with quickfit points and uprated
rotor arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £58.50
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion 
kits!   All the best quality distributors and 
parts stocked for road and race

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Brake Servo

£40.69

Bumper and Brightwork

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £68.44
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £33.60
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £24.00
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.42
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.20
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

NEW!

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011
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Mail Order - 01 707 607700 Mail Order also available direct from Harrogate Branch Call 01 423 881800 to order 

minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com 
website for pictures, downloads,
catalogues, current prices &
special deals

Mobile & tablet friendly

BODY,
MECHANICAL 
& TRIM

CATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2
catalogue. 
Include all models 
from 1959-2000.

mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

£23.04
or

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

Lightweight Large 
Impeller Water Pump 
-  with Three Year Guarantee
GWP134EVO, GWP187EVO & GWP188EVO £18.90
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1956.96
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2372.05

We stock all standard and performance parts

1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps from £15.83 CNC race type from £112.50
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £55.38
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . £32.18
Mini Spares/AP road/rally 180mm plate C-AHT595 £64.54
AP Racing fast road/rally clutch plate 180mm . £88.78
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £88.78
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel  - race EN24  . . . . . . . . .£209.08
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £24.00
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS . . . . . . £29.99
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

Clutches & Flywheels

£55.20

Scan the QR codes to see the full

range on your tablet ot smart phone

Engines:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Gaskets:

Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Suspension:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Exhausts:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Brightwork:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Steering:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Drivetrain:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Electrics:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gearboxes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Each

£4.20

Brand new ACCESSORIES

CATALOGUE available to

order online!
www.minispares.com

mini spares catalogues
NEW!

Brakes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Mini Spares Servo for 
Cooper S Mk1 & Mk2  
AP 5.5 Type. 21A1293 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £216.00

Forged Cranks

For 1275cc blocks 
and made in 
81.3mm and 86mm stroke
(bare forging only £576.00) . . . . . . crank £1897.92
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

July magazine – 1st June
August magazine – 1st July
September magazine – 25th July

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents
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Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48  . . . . . .£705.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . .£23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO  . . .£13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone springs on the market made
from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.70
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

Cooper S Distributor

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for
economy and performance similar to MK3 S

curves. Fitted with quickfit points and uprated
rotor arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £58.50
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion 
kits!   All the best quality distributors and 
parts stocked for road and race

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Brake Servo

£40.69

Bumper and Brightwork

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £68.44
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £33.60
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £24.00
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.42
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.20
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

NEW!

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011
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Mail Order - 01 707 607700 Mail Order also available direct from Harrogate Branch Call 01 423 881800 to order 

minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com 
website for pictures, downloads,
catalogues, current prices &
special deals

Mobile & tablet friendly

BODY,
MECHANICAL 
& TRIM

CATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2
catalogue. 
Include all models 
from 1959-2000.

mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

£23.04
or

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

Lightweight Large 
Impeller Water Pump 
-  with Three Year Guarantee
GWP134EVO, GWP187EVO & GWP188EVO £18.90
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1956.96
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2372.05

We stock all standard and performance parts

1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps from £15.83 CNC race type from £112.50
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £55.38
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . £32.18
Mini Spares/AP road/rally 180mm plate C-AHT595 £64.54
AP Racing fast road/rally clutch plate 180mm . £88.78
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £88.78
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel  - race EN24  . . . . . . . . .£209.08
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £24.00
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS . . . . . . £29.99
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

Clutches & Flywheels

£55.20

Scan the QR codes to see the full

range on your tablet ot smart phone

Engines:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Gaskets:

Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Suspension:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Exhausts:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Brightwork:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Steering:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Drivetrain:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Electrics:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gearboxes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Each

£4.20

Brand new ACCESSORIES

CATALOGUE available to

order online!
www.minispares.com

mini spares catalogues
NEW!

Brakes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Mini Spares Servo for 
Cooper S Mk1 & Mk2  
AP 5.5 Type. 21A1293 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £216.00

Forged Cranks

For 1275cc blocks 
and made in 
81.3mm and 86mm stroke
(bare forging only £576.00) . . . . . . crank £1897.92
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, Huddersfield, W. 
Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539 
mk1sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street,  
Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering, Northamptonshire, 
NN14 3DZ    
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE  
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
super@minicooper.org  
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE    
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW  
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 
Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 
Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org
Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org
Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org
Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org   
Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org
Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb 
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH 
07834 081697 
regions@minicooper.org
Public Relations 
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
pr@minicooper.org
Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org
Young Members Delegate 
Craig Laird 
23 Wallace Avenue, Rothesay, Argyll & Bute, PA20 9JA 
01700 505508 
dcraiglaird@btinternet.com
Non Designated Committee Members 
Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org
Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
A s I type my editorial for this issue of 

CooperWorld I can’t believe that by 
the time you receive it through your letter 
box, or electronically now of course, our 
National Mini Cooper Day will be upon 
us with less than two weeks to go! I am 
sure that, for the many members who 
are planning to show their cars or just 
attend the show in them, the next few 
weeks in the run up to the big day are 
likely to be quite busy and stressful if they 
are either finishing their cars following a 
lengthy restoration, or will be undertaking 

recommissioning work after their car’s long winter hibernation. So, as 
in previous years, I for one am really looking forward to what for me is 
the show of the year Mini wise and I hope it is another great show for 
everyone who makes the pilgrimage to be there.

Now, turning to what’s in this issue of CooperWorld, Richard Pengelly has 
written a second follow up chapter on the article we ran in the May issue 
entitled ‘A load of hot air’ and in which he goes into further depth on the 
fascinating subject of engine power and performance. If you are interested 
in the nitty gritty technical aspects of our little cars, which I know many of 
us are, then do read Richard’s article in the Technical Topics section.

This time of the year also marks the beginning of the motor sports 
season and David Young has already been to two of the first race 

meetings of the year, kindly writing articles on these. In the first 
of his articles he covers the Donington Historic Festival which 
featured a pre 1966 race that obviously had classic race Minis 
participating in anger on the track. Then in his second article 
he covers the first round of the MINI Challenge Championship 
which, from reading his account, sounded as though it was quite an 
eventful meeting too! Accompanying David’s articles are his usual 
fantastic photos of the participating cars, be they on the track in 
action or stood in the pits or paddock at rest.

Then some of my favourite reads are the regular register reports 
and I am pleased to say that this month we have got a good 
number of reports from the various registrars we now have. 
They cover a variety of different cars and subjects this month 
and you will find them, as usual, all together in the second half of 
the magazine.

Finally, I should like to gauge the interest we might have for a 
member’s car page on the lines of photos of various members’ 
cars along with a sentence or two about them. Cars don’t 
necessarily have to be in fully restored condition to qualify. A 
partway through restoration can be just as interesting to read 
about or even a good old barn find. So, no hard and fast rules as 
to any submissions and let’s see if it is a feature that takes off and 
becomes a regular one too. 

Paul Sulma 

Coopers at Combe
Castle Combe Race Circuit

Saturday 20th August 2016
  

Entry is limited to 15 cars and places are available on 
a first come first served basis, so book early to avoid 
disappointment by contacting Graham E Robinson and 
also for further details. 
This is a very popular event with members. Usually, 
only five cars are allowed out on to the track at once 
making it safer than other Mini track days at this circuit. 
Club members are welcome to spectate on the day and 
admission is free. 

80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex,  
SS3 0HW 01702 219298  

graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

Cranleigh Lions  
Classic Car Show

 

At Cranleigh Show Ground Surrey

14th August 2016
http://www.cranleighlions.org/classic-car-show.php

Cranleigh Lions show is a great classic car event, 
if any members would like to join me for a club 

stand just email Alan Clark.

1275gt@mincooper.org

I would especially like to gather a few GTs  
for group display 



One piece of really exciting news is that Paul Easter, the winner of 
the Monte Carlo Rally in 1965 and the lighting fiasco Monte Rally of 
1966, both with Timo Makinen, has agreed to run as our opening 
course car ahead of the field. Paul is vastly experienced and knows 
most of the roads we will be using like the back of his hand and is 
delighted to be with us. He’s even bought himself a MINI Cooper 
especially to use on the event. It will be wonderful to have Paul 
there with us and I know that he will be happy to chat and reminisce 
about those halcyon days of rallying with our entrants in the 
evenings. It promises to be a great event.   

I’m pleased to announce that we have a new Committee member. 
Lorraine Hampson from the Thames Valley region was voted on 

by the Committee recently. She replaces Ken Hunter, who after ten 
years on the Committee has decided to step down. Ken, like many 
of us, has served on the Committee a good few years and feels it is 
time to step aside for someone younger. Lorraine, as some of you 
will know, is very active in her region and is a regular user of our 
forum. She has been a club member for some six years and has been 
a Mini enthusiast most of her life and now owns three classic Minis - 
she also tells me she is not averse to getting her hands dirty working 
on them! We welcome Lorraine onto the Committee and wish her 
well and thank you Ken for all of your hard work and diligence on 
the Committee over the last ten years. I’m sure Ken will continue to 
be active within the club and his region.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Beaulieu is but a week or so away and 
I’m sure many of you will have been 

fettling your cars in readiness for our 
National day in the lovely New Forest. I 
still find the area delightful to visit, once 
a year, but do appreciate that it is a long 
way for many to travel to. However, 
the added attraction of using Beaulieu is 
that we do get the benefit of being able 
to visit, free of charge on the day, the 
superb National Motor museum which 
is housed in the very attractive grounds. 
That in itself adds much to the day, 

especially for a family, where perhaps not everyone wants to spend 
the entire day looking at Minis. Hopefully the weather will, again, be 
kind to us and I know that Tony Salter and his small team have worked 
very hard to make the day a success for us. This will be Tony Salter’s 
last Beaulieu for the club and it now only leaves me to thank him on 
behalf of the club for all of his hard work over the past years. Let’s 
hope this year is marked as one of his best shows. See you in the New 
Forest on the 12th June.

Minis to Monte, scheduled for the first week in October finds itself 
with now a single vacancy in the entry. The forty car capacity 

soon filled up and a reserve list was started.   However, come the 
second tranche of payments this reserve list was soon taken up as a few 
dropped out or were unable to take up their reserve place. So, at the 
time of writing we do have a spare place going. If you are interested, 
do get in touch and I’m sure you will get a run. Outline details of the 
itinerary of the event were featured in the October and November 
issues of CooperWorld. Contact Lesley Young at membership@
minicooper.org and she will send you out all of the relevant paperwork.
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We welcome the following new members who 
joined during April

NEW MEMBERS

Jay D’Arcy, Gravesend, Kent

Paul Mcconaghy, Articlave, Coleraine

Robert Hobbs & Lindsey Bree, Eastbourne, East Sussex

Stuart Scott, Droylsden, Manchester

Vincent Thornton, Shenfield, Essex

Brian Pepper, Addlestone, Surrey

Chris Jacobs, Waterlooville, Hampshire

Nathan Williams, Bournemouth, Dorset

Nigel Batchelor, Hove, East Sussex

Michael Biddle, Dubai

Paul Hodges, Wincanton, Somerset

Colin Higgins, Hertford, Hertfordshire

Darren Strand & Anna Lampard, Fareham, Hampshire

John Wooller, Barnsley, South Yorkshire

Julie & Mark Highfield, Telford, Shropshire

James Collett, Alcester, Warks

Barry Elms, Launceston, Cornwall

STANFORD HALL MINI SHOW

Sunday 11th September 2016
  

I will again be organising an MCR display at the 
above show. It is rather early perhaps but I’m sure 
Mini owners are already starting to fill up their 
show diaries for 2016.

As in previous years it will be on a first come first 
served arrangement. It is always nice to have a 
display which has a variety of cars and in the past 
this has always naturally happened.

So, if you wish to attend please contact me 
via email on jfilor@talktalk.net giving me your 
membership number and car details. Or phone me 
on 01664 566614 and if I’m not in leave a message 
on the answer machine and I will get back to you.

Jerry Filor 



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2016

June

Event: The National Metro And Mini Show  
Date: 5th June 
Location: Gaydon, Heritage Trust Musuem 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Thirlestane Classic Motoring Extravaganva 
Date: 5th June 
Location: Thirlestane Castle, Lauder 
Contact: www.bvac.org.uk/thirlestane MCR Scotland 
johnheatlie012@btinternet.com 

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: 12th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINIs. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 18th-19th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: British Motor Heritage Factory Visit –  
Mini Production   
Date: 22nd June 
Location: Heritage, Witney, 10.30am 
Contact: Justin Ridyard events@minicooper.org

Event: MCR Scotland Breakfast Run   
Date: 26th June 
Location: Powmill Milk Bar (Near Dollar) to Murryshall 
Hotel, Scone, Perth 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

July

Event: Champagne Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 2nd-3rd July 
Location: Champagne Region, France 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

Event: Wheels of Yesteryear   
Date: 3rd July 
Location: Newton Grange Mining Museum 
Contact: www.wheelsofyesteryear.org.uk 

Event: Festival of Speed    
Date: 8th-9th-10th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Glamis Castle Classic Car Show  
Date: 9th-10th July 
Location: Glamis Castle, Angus 
Contact: Scottish Region. Ben & Patricia Webb   
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Miniworld Live    
Date: 10th July 
Location: Rockingham 
Contact: http://www.miniworldlive.co.uk/mini-world-live-0

Event: Brands Hatch Mini Festival   
Date: Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th July 2016 
Location: Brands Hatch, Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com Tickets from  
http://brandshatch.mini-festival.co.uk/  Book with code MCR

Event: Lavender Run    
Date: 24th July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

present. Although this would be a utopian situation, unfortunately, we 
do not have a full time and paid team with a large van to drive around 
the country to do this. We would soon be bankrupt as an organisation if 
we did do this. 

So, in order to achieve something close to this the regions must 
do more and if each region took on just one event we would have 
more than enough cover. We do have a budget for the larger events 
therefore please feel free to give me a call or drop me an email if 
you were contemplating taking on an event as you should not be out 
of pocket and we can assist in display equipment. On a more positive 
note, we do organise and attend many events where volunteer time 
is covered by the committee individuals, or a few of the regional 
organisers, or indeed some willing club member volunteers. And on 
this very subject, during the month of May I will have been at the 
London to Brighton event, the IMM and attended a local event with 
my region - reports to follow next month. 

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

I  attended my first event of the year in 
April at the Brooklands Mini day and so 

a big thanks to the guys from the Thames 
Valley Region for hosting this early show. 
It was a thoroughly enjoyable day with a 
superb atmosphere on the MCR stand 
and at the event overall. I even managed 
a small taster of Brooklands ale with my 
burger at lunch.

We have been invited by MiniWorld 
Magazine to their Mini live event on the 
10th July at the Rockingham race circuit. 
If you feel you can host a stand for the 
club please make contact with me ASAP. 

I will also be canvassing the local Regions.

The Brands Hatch Mini Festival this year is on at the weekend of 
Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th July 2016. We will have a club stand 
hosted by the Kent Region and all members are welcome to join us. 
Tickets for the event are available from http://brandshatch.mini-festival.
co.uk/ and the discount code is MCR via the website. Please drop me a 
line if you would like to join us so we can keep an eye on numbers.

I am a little disappointed that we had no MCR stand again at this year’s 
superb Blyton event. Hopefully, next year one of the regions will take 
up the mantle and host something for us. I do know that many members 
attend and assist in helping run the weekend but it only takes a couple 
of willing volunteer’s to host and man a MCR stand for an event. 

I do feel that some members from an events point of view think that 
the national club should arrange a presence at every major event in the 
UK, be it an indoor car show Mini event or Motorsport where Minis are 
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EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard



Mini Cooper Register | 11

Event: Silverstone Classic   
Date: 29th, 30th and 31th July (Club presence likely to be 
one day) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - SC_15@icloud.com 

Event: 70 Years of Cooper    
Date: 30th July 2016 
Location: Prescott Hill Climb, nr Cheltenham 
Contact: Possible Mini Cooper Class - DEWS series. 
Warwickshire Region contact Cliff Porter  
cliffporter@me.com 

Event: Nordic Mini meeting   
Date: 28th to 31st July 
Location: Røssholmstrana Nr Hønefoss. Norway 
Contact: Bjørn Grande via email bjorn.grande@outlook.
com or phone : 0047 40474170

Event: Region Summer get together and picnic.  
Bearsted Green Classic Car Show   
Date: 31st July 
Location: Bearsted Green, Bearsted 
Contact: Kent Region – Justin & Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

August

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill   
Date: 5th-7th August 
Location: Marley Eternit Social Club, Whaddon Road, 
Meldreth 
Contact: Trevor knowles.madhouse@virgin.net

Event: Croft Nostalgia    
Date: 6th – 7th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car and military 
vehicle show. 
Contact: http://www.croftmilitary.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park    
Date: 14th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Biggar Rally    
Date: 14th August 
Location: Biggar. Rally, static car show, concours and 
autojumble.  Camping also available.   
Date: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Oulton Park Mini Festival   
Date: Saturday 20th August 2016 
Location: Oulton Park Raceway 
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Coopers at Combe Track Day  
Date: 20th August 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Graham Robinson -  
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run (Touring assembly) 
Date: 21st August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard -   
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

September

Event: Tetbury Classic Car Show    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Tetbury, Gloucester 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Mini Fest 2016    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse 
Contact: http://www.britishminiclub.co.uk/about-the-
club/mini-fest

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 9th – 11th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: 11th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: 17th-18th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: 17th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: Stoke Prior Steam Rally    
Date: 19th September 
Location: Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire 
Contact: http://www.shakespearesrally.com/ MCR 
Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Rally Car Day    
Date: 24th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Brian Davage - bridavage@gmail.com

October

Event: Minis to Monte 2016  
(Event full but reserve list open)  
Date: 1st - 8th October 
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -    
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Malvern Classic Car, Historic Commercial and Mini Show 
Date: 9th October 
Location: Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcs 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: 16th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally   
Date: 22nd October 
Location: TBC 
Contact: Niall Cook – Newcastle & Durham Region 
naillcook@tiscalli.co.uk

November

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 11th - 13th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard -    
events@minicooper.org

SPECIALDISCOUNTSAVAILABLE FOR MINI OWNERS AND CLUBSSee website for details

0843 453 9000 MINI-FESTIVAL.CO.UK
ONLINE* TICKETS FROM £19 KIDS UNDER 13 FREE

ALL MINI RACE LINE-UP

TWO-DAY WEEKEND EVENT

STUNT SHOWS

HUGE MINI CLUB STANDS

MINI PARADES AND  
DEMONSTRATIONS

FUNZONE PLUS MORE  
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 

TRADE VILLAGE

LIVE MUSIC

*Advance tickets available until midday Wednesday 13 July. Postage fee applies. Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.
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National Mini Cooper Day, Beaulieu 
Sunday 12th June 2016

The focus of the Beaulieu show this year will be on three principle themes. The first being modern MINI R50 models, namely the 
Cooper & Cooper S as well as MINI One since they will jointly be celebrating 15 years since initial production this summer. We 
will have a selection these models on a special display area.  

Then for the second theme there will be a display of commercial Mini variants namely, Mini vans and pickups both standard and 
modified or requiring restoration.  These often unappreciated and hard worked vehicles are now more sought after then ever 
and frequently require major restoration work in order to return them to their former glory.

Also making an appearance in the arena will be a small group of very rare Broadspeed Mini conversions.  These are probably the 
most attractive of the many Mini based conversions and this year they celebrate their 50th anniversary too.

As in previous years Beaulieu gives visitors a unique opportunity to see, in one place on one day, many of the Ex-Works and 
Special Tuning race and rally Minis. These cars usually attract the Mini celebrities who either raced or rallied in them or the 
mechanics and engineers that actually built them. They are happy to talk about their memories and recollections of the time 
they spent working in the Competitions Department ably prompted by the commentator for the show noted car author and 
historian Graham Robson. 

The concours, probably the best one for Minis in the country, will be positioned, as usual, in the arena and promises to feature 
some of the best cars from the show circuit.  John White and his team of Judges will be searching for new winners of the nine 
class awards and the two major trophies.  Entry can be made in advance or on the day.  Please go to www.minicooper.org and 
follow the Beaulieu link. From there the concours form can be downloaded. 

We are looking for more trade stands and in particular autojumble ones.  Following on from the last couple of years there will 
again be the popular Trunk trader’s autojumble area for private individuals to sell surplus to requirements parts. A pitch here 
will be for the small cost £10 in advance or £15 on the day and there will be no vans allowed and no tables either. This is to allow 
those people who are simply clearing out a collection of parts to be contained in one area (which will be sign posted). This is for 
non trader sellers only and will be policed as such. We hope, as in previous years, that this will give more prominence to those 
who have an excess of parts to get rid of and give potential buyers more choice.

Prices have been held again at the last two years’ levels and advance tickets can be bought via the link on the website  
www.minicooper.org then follow the Beaulieu link.

All this and the usual fields of Minis old and new, many and varied means Beaulieu is the place to be on the12th June this year. 

Please note that any non Mini cars (not booked into the autojumble) coming into the show will be directed to a car park away 
from the show area.

Club and regional stands are welcome too so please book your advance tickets via the ticket line and visit the website to 
download a copy of the clubs and regions form.

We will also need help with marshalling duties so, please see the separate advert for details.

Please note that your entry ticket to the show also includes admission to the National Motor Museum and other Beaulieu attractions!

We hope to see you there! 

Tony Salter  

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.
Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers

Our National Show at Beaulieu 
is but a few months away                                                    

and volunteers are required to 
help with the parking duties. 

In return for two to three hours work you 
will receive free entry to the show and all 

the Beaulieu attractions.  We will also supply 
a meal and drink ticket and should the 

weather be very warm (let’s hope so!) plenty 
to drink of the non alcoholic variety.

If you are interested in
helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073
alternatively email me on
beaulieu@minicooper.org

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble.   We will have an 
area reserved for private autojumbling from 
a non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket.   

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter (02380 560073).

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 

website www.minicooper.org and send to 
Ken Hunter (details on form).

If you do not have access to a computer
call Ken on 01344 772446 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket. 

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

Queenstown

Classic car trim specialist 
offerering retrimming 
service encompassing 
all aspects of classic and 
modern re-upholstery.

• Complete retrims

• Hood repairs

• Headlinings

• Seat repairs

• Carpets etc.

Coach & Trim

All work is carried out to 
the highest quality and 
at  very competitive rates

10% 
DISCOUNT 
TO CLUB 
MEMBERS

PLEASE CALL:

0207 622 4734 or
0207 720 8600
EMAIL: jdjosephs@hotmail.com

92 QUEENSTOWN ROAD 
LONDON SW8 3RY



EVENTS

The third running of the Mk1 Performance 
Action Weekend at Blyton Park circuit 

took place on the weekend of the 30th 
April. This year fund raising was for Cancer 
Research UK. 
 
Blyton Park is a perfect venue for an event 
of this type with an open pit arrangement 
for cars to be taken through their paces 
on both Blyton’s 1.5 mile outer circuit 
and alternate inner more technical circuit.
Thirty five classic Minis, variants and 
derivatives of all shapes and sizes were entered 
on both days with lots of Minis coming along to 
join in the fun in the paddock.

By Pete Flanagan

There is no ‘show and shine’ in the conventional 
sense but Mark Forster and I picked our 
favourite cars over the weekend who’s owners 
were presented with their awards by our special 
guest - ex Cooper Car Company Mini racer 
Warwick Banks. Other special guests over 
the weekend included rally cross legends Jeff 
Williamson and Mike Partington who shared one 
of the two cars brought along by Tim Harber, 
and Bill Needham, once again, bringing along 
his1960s Coldwell Twin Cam racer. Jeroen Booij 
was also along for the weekend with a fine 
display of Mini derivatives and the first copies 
of his third and final book dedicated to the 
weird and wonderful world of ‘Maximum Mini’. 
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Tim Ward takes junior for a spin 
around Blyton Park

David Menzies’ early Cooper

Mk1 Innocenti of Andy Barrass

Steve Murphy in his Mk1 Mini

Roger Hunt in Adrian Kermode’s Minisprint

Perry Shaw in his Ozzy Cooper S 



EVENTS

A modest but well stocked trade area saw 
brisk business and our Mini only car park filled 
up nicely with some great cars. No, it wasn’t 
the weather we had hoped for with snow 
falling the day before the event and though the 
Hawaiian shorts were safely packed away, it did 
thankfully stay mainly dry and often sunny over 
the weekend. The only downside being freezing 
temperatures overnight for our hardy campers! 
 
Some great cars attended over the 
weekend, some of my favourites being the 
freshly completed Ogle race car of Guy 
Loveridge, Pete Henry’s self built and 
beautifully detailed Minisprint and Nick 
Wardley’s supercharged 850 Mk1.
 
The Mk1 Performance award winners were: 
 
Maximum Mini - Guy Loveridge Ogle  
SX1000 race car
 
Best Track Car - Stephen Reynolds  
1960 Mini Minor
 
Best Mini - Andy Barrass Innocenti Mk1
 
Furthest Travelled - Lee Sheringham  
(from Australia!)
 
Spanner Of The Day - George Askew  
(lost a wheel!)

Car Of The Weekend - Pete Henry’s Austin 
Cooper Minisprint
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Three wheeling mk2!

Guy Loveridge in his racing OgleEx Paddy Hopkirk Flowers rally car

Mk3 S shadowed by Mark Feetham

Pete Henry’s MinisprintBill Akaster’s  997 Cooper



EVENTS

I’d like to thank everybody that made the 
effort to support us this year, especially 
our bucket shakers, marshals and all 
round megastars Jan Riston and John Cooper 
without whom this event would not take 
place. Thanks also must go to our special 
guests Warwick Banks and Jeff Williamson. 
I’d also like to thank Len Chandler for 
donating one of his fine Springall steering 
wheels which will be raffled off for the 
charity (please see the Mk1 Performance 
website for details) and though we are still 
counting the coppers at the time of writing 
I’m pleased to say that we have raised 
around £2,000 for Cancer Research. 
 
Hope to see you all at Blyton Park next year!
 
Pete Flanagan
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Mini Mag’s Jeff Ruggles hitches a ride in Pete Flanagan’s Unipower GT

Paul Davenport’s Mk3 S rally car

Cooper S rally car ready for the track

Pete Henry receives his trophy from 
Warwick Banks
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryanpurves1@gmail.com 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm

Due to a computer virus our email address and all 
email communications and have been lost. 

Would customers who emailed and  
have not received a reply please use our new 

email address.

bryanpurves1@gmail.com
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FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

The winner for April is 
RobertC. Thank you all 
for your entries. Clive
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La Vie en Bleu 28th& 29th May - plus Innocenti cars 

Despite having promoted the above event with adverts in the 
magazine every month this year, I am very disappointed that 
the response from Innocenti owners and members was very 
poor so I decided to abandon the event as a club presence. May 
is a very busy month with multiple events including London to 
Brighton and the IMM in Belgium which attract a big following.  
Additionally, the event takes place on the May Bank Holiday 
weekend when the Herts regions support the Enfield Pageant of 
Motoring which is a great event.

As a club we are fortunate that we have a regional presence 
throughout the UK but sadly too many events in May it seems.  
Maybe members will be interested in the Cooper event at 
Prescott on Saturday 30th July.  I would love to hear from 
members who would like to join me at this event. So, if any 
members are interested then they should see the Prescott hill 
climb website for ticket prices and mention the MCR when 
booking so that we can all park together.

Many thanks.

Cliff  Porter

The Archive - A series data, history and problems 

I just wanted to say that the article provided by Colin Mynott 
was excellent and provided the best reading from the mag for 
many years. 
A lot of the info about engine variant history was new to me.
I wonder why the engine block table did not contain the 
cast numbers and where does 12g1279 fit in the history. 
Also the cylinder head table does not refer to the 12g940 
stamped 12A1805 just wondered why?

More like this from the techy old guard please. 

Bruce Penrose AMRAeS

LETTERS
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Coppers and Coopers – nothing new 
there you might say with Minis and 

particularly the Cooper variants being 
used quite extensively by Police forces – 
even in Australia.

One could even say Paddy Hopkirk and 
Timo Makinen’s 29th September 1965 
visit to the New South Wales Police 
Driver Training facility at St Ives (a 
Sydney suburb), just prior to them racing 
at the 3rd October, Bathurst ‘Armstrong 
500’ may have even left a good 
impression with the right people. Thus, 
creating not only good PR for BMC, but 
a nudge towards a Police contract to 
supply them cars.

The BMC Australia-built 1275cc Morris 
Cooper S had been on sale for just two 
weeks when Paddy and Timo visited 
the NSW Police facility to show off 
some of their skidpan antics. Just under 
nine months later, with high profile TV 
News and newspaper coverage, the 
first batch of four of six Cooper S patrol 
cars were being officially handed over 
for duty, between the two high profile 
NSW decision makers – Milton Morris, 
then NSW State Government’s Minister 
for Transport and Norman Allen, NSW 
Police Commissioner. Many more 
Cooper Ss were planned to follow those 
initial cars into duty. That, as it turned 
out, was exactly what happened over the 
next five years.

The Australian Capitol Territory (ACT / 
Canberra) Police had actually trumped 
their NSW Traffic Branch counterparts 
by several months, with the introduction 
of three Cooper Ss in November 1965 
to their police fleet that already included 
a Daimler SP250. This made news in 
The Canberra Times newspaper, but 
not to the extent that The Sydney 
Morning Herald newspaper went to 
on Friday, 10th June 1966. Just hours 
before the Queen’s Birthday long 
weekend approached (sorry folks, us 
ratbag colonials don’t celebrate on Her 
Majesty’s actual birthday), where, on any 
given long weekend, roads traditionally 
swelled as young lads, with their hotted 
up Holdens (or 850 Minis for that 
matter), battled for road space with the 
mums and dads across NSW (and other 
Australian states / territories as well). 
The police decided to act proactively 
against those drivers deemed careless 
or a danger to both themselves and/or 
other road users with the six unmarked 
Cooper S highway patrol cars ready to 
catch them out.

That Friday’s Sydney Morning Herald 
had the headline of “Small, powerful 
police cars to patrol highways” giving  
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

BMC Australia’s Rosette newspaper showing Timo and Paddy at the  
NSW Police Driver Training facility

Hitting the headlines for all the right reasons – the 10th June 1966 SMH front page. In an era 
when yesterday’s news print quickly became the following day’s fish & chip wrapper, surviving 
newsprint like this is now a rare find



We said right from the start, we are going to reproduce the best quality Classic Mini 
interior trim. You can buy a world famous moulded carpet set or a complete trim kit,  
a refurbished seat or a welded door panel, all made by our craftsmen and women in 
the UK. Its British manufacturing at its best. We are proud to fly the flag for Britain and 
you know you are buying the best money can buy. Why not visit our website or give 
our sales team a call to see how we can help.

For more information call 01728 832 880 or visit www.newtoncomm.co.uk 

OVER 37 YEARS OF  
BRITISH CRAFTMANSHIP
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information about the arrival of the 
unmarked, small cars capable of more 
than 100mph splashed across almost 
a third of their front page. The police 
made no apology for the decision to 
go unmarked. No doubt a few of those 
reading choked on their cornflakes 
or muttered a few expletives as they 
read the method the police campaign 
would employ. Not just Cooper Ss, 
but helicopters too, as a means to help 
stem the massive road accident toll they 
had to deal with annually. The NSW 
Traffic Branch were planning to initially 
run Cooper Ss up and down the main 
Sydney / Melbourne ‘Hume highway’ 
arterial – but in the end only the section 
between Sydney and Goulburn, 120 
miles south-west of Sydney was actually 
covered. At the time this was the worst 
accident zone in NSW. The helicopters 
would fly north of Sydney along the 
Pacific highway.

The early unmarked cars, with their 
plain clothes officers, were light and dark 
grey, colours more traditionally suited 
to Morris 850s and Mini De Luxes in 
Australia. This boded well for ‘blending 
in’ with other road users and those doing 
the wrong thing would have been none 
the wiser until about to be pulled over 
and shown the ‘Police’ sign. Interestingly, 
those early cars were March 1966 
registered cars, so the police may have 
been doing some undercover tests before 
the official announcement. 

Looking back, running Cooper Ss over 
roads that, even for a long time after 
1966, were pretty average in condition, 
could be construed as a brave move. 
But motor sports had proven it could 
be done, so why not the police? Looking 
at what other makes the police could 
have chosen at the time, with the same 
level of standard features, then limits 
and budgets are quickly reached. Holden 
might have had a huge percentage 
of the Australian car market at the 
time, but creature comforts and safety 
features weren’t exactly plentiful. So, 
when the Cooper S came along with 
laminated windscreens, disc brakes 
and heaters as standard – which at the 
time were actually considered safety 
features - aided by performance and 
manoeuvrability, then it’s no wonder the 
NSW Police went the way they did. It’s 
just that a few burly coppers might have 
preferred a bit more cabin space to allow 
for a little more comfort.

It may have been a small step in road 
safety, but the Cooper S helped get 
the ball moving in an era when 1,143 
people lost their lives on NSW roads in 
1966 alone. A lot has been done since in 
the form of car safety, road quality and 
driver education with a NSW death toll 
of 348 in 2015. Still too many, but from 
small acorns…  

Stephen Dalton

It takes one to catch one – close-up of the SMH front page handover photo

How BMC Australia’s Rosette newspaper covered the NSW Police official  
handing over of the Cooper S
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Specialist Mini Parts Custom Mini Parts Merchandise

Brakes iPhone Cases

Signed Memorabilia Collectables Anniversary Memorabilia

Specialist Mini Parts Steering Wheels

Carpet Mats Accessories & Styling Merchandise

PARTS & ACCESSORIES SINCE 1967

parts value
for your Mini Make it Mini Sport!

Mini Sport Ltd., Padiham, Lancs, BB12 7AP | sales@minisport.com | +44 (0)1282 778731  

minisport.com

Quality, Reliability & 
Engineering Excellence 

Shop the Exclusive Genuine Cooper Range
Created in conjunction with John Michael Cooper

At Mini Sport

Full fitting services available, call our team today!

Gauges
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T-Shirts

Colours available

SinglePage_Cooper_Paddy.qxp_SinglePage_Cooper_Paddy  10/03/2016  11:42  Page 3
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young

As is often the case when fresh archive 
material dries up, Philip Splett comes 

to the rescue. I would think over the 
years he’s contributed by far the largest 
percentage of material for The Archive – 
so as always, thank you Philip.

Wye Valley Run

From the mixed bag material he sent in, 
the first item to catch my eye was the 
road book for the Wye Valley Run from 
1996. This was called a ‘Nostalgic’ Wye 
Valley Run to celebrate 35 years of the 
Mini Cooper and which ran over the 

weekend 31st August and 1st September. 

The event started at Ross-on-Wye at the Chase Hotel for signing-on and 
some driving tests on the Saturday afternoon at cattle market just up the 
road. This was followed, early evening, by a short road run for evening 
festivities at the Green Mann Inn and the overnight hotel at Fownhope, north 
of Ross-on-Wye. The timetable for the Sunday saw the crews reassemble at 
the Chase Hotel for the 10am start. The route travelled through the Golden 
Valley, Newbridge-on-Wye to the Elan Valley reservoirs where an early 
lunch was taken at the visitors’ centre some 68 miles away. The afternoon 
run, of some 100 miles, travelled onto Cwmystwth, Trgaron, Llyn Brianne, 
Rhandrirmwn, Tirabad, Llangammarch Wells, over the Eppynt ranges and 
Erwood to the finish at the Maesllwch Arms at Glasbury. The crews then 
returned, after the finish, back to the Chase Hotel at Ross-on-Wye.

Some 60 crews entered the event, including, of course, Philip Splett. It 
was good to note that nearly half of the field are MCR members whom I 
recognise that are still in the club today. I know that these events were very 
popular with club members and it’s just a shame that they have fallen by 
the wayside. I just wonder if we would ever be in a position to run an event 
that attracts a 60 car entry, let alone find a team willing to organise it again.
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9X – the modern Mini replacement

Classic and Sports Car Magazine ran a nice article, written by John Pressnell, 
in their August 1998 edition on the 9X, heralded at the time as the modern 
replacement for the Mini. This, of course, as we all know never saw 
production but Alec Issigonis, who designed the car, did use the working 
prototype as his personal transport for a while. The car was, for the time, 
radical, as only Issigonis designs were. Work started on the car with his small 
team in 1967 – the key was in fact the quest for a new compact engine. By 
March the engine had been designed and by the September it was running. 
This too was radical for the day with an alloy head and crankcase but a cast 
iron block (Issigonis wasn’t keen on cast iron liners in an aluminium block). It 
had a belt driven overhead camshaft and a flat Heron head with combustion 
chambers in the piston crowns. Even stranger was an alternator flywheel, 
much like a motorbike, with the flywheel generating the juice - and to top 
it all, the distributor was in-line out the end of the cylinder head. Drive to 
the gearbox did away with the power sapping drop gears and instead had 
the drive from the crankshaft going direct to the layshaft. Even the clutch 
operation was different as the direct acting hydraulics were housed in the 
bell housing. All this made for a very compact, efficient and quieter engine – 
it was 125lbs lighter than the A series engine and gearbox.  Everyone said it 
wouldn’t work but this only fired Issigonis up all the more to make it work 
and yes, it did but not without its teething problems of course – all of which 
were soon overcome.

Issigonis didn’t stop there as he was soon to stretch this transverse 
1,000cc four pot into a 1,500cc six cylinder little jewel of an engine but 
could still be fitted into a space just a little wider than the Mini. The six-
pot’s performance was said to be superb!

Once the four cylinder engine had been refined, a new car was needed 
to wrap around the new engine and Pininfarina was asked to style the 
new machine. The 9X was exactly the same length as a Mini, at 10 feet, 
but with an extra 4inch wheel base. The Issigonis team adjusted the 
Pininfarina design by making the car 2.5 inches wider and ditched the Imp 
style opening rear window in favour of a proper tailgate. 
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After falling out with Alex Moulton, Issigonis went his own way with 
the suspension design, ditching the Hydrolastic and instead going 
for MacPherson struts at the front and trailing arms and two short 
transverse torsion bars for the independent rear suspension. This 
meant less load on the body, so the traditional subframes were 
dispensed with. The overall body was some 120lbs lighter than the 
Mini but was still torsionally very strong. This was achieved by having 
an epoxy bonded roof and helped in no small part by a solid fixed rear 
bulkhead rather than the now popular fold down item.

The resulting car, still housed in Gaydon, has an extra 3.5inches of leg room, 
slightly more headroom and between 3.5 and 5inches extra shoulder room 
than the Mini and with the fuel tank and spare wheel being housed below 
the car, the luggage space was, of course, so much larger than the Mini’s. 

Two prototypes were built by 1968 and the project was ready to go 
– all the detailing had been done on the running gear so that it could 
be put into production, only the detailed body drawings were still 
awaited but they were virtually there and ready to go to Cowley to 
start productionalising. What happened next is British Leyland!  Once 
BMC had been gobbled up, the Triumph men heading the company 
put all their efforts into a new mid range car and the result was the 
Morris Marina – which was no more than a re-skinned Morris 1000. 

Disagreements soon raised their heads and Issigonis was sidelined by 
the Leyland bosses and put out to grass running the Advanced Projects 
‘think tank’ – well out of harm’s way and with it, his beloved 9X was 
canned.  Not to be outdone however, he continued to work and develop 
the car further still through the 70s and even after he retired he, in 
his consultancy basis, continued with a ‘9X Continuation Programme’ 
through the 1980s too. The result of which was a handful of 9X powered 
cars built and tested on numerous suspension systems and some even 
had aluminium panels fitted.  Even a six speed six cylinder MG Metro 
was put together with the enlarged 9X engine – its performance was 
reported as stunning! All this came to nothing when the K series engine 
appeared and with that the 9X was officially laid to rest for ever. 

It is a great pity that the 9X engine and indeed the car that was built 
around it was never to see production. If it had been allowed to see the 
light of day in the early 70s it is certain it would have been a winner and 
a rival to the numerous Super-Mini Euro boxes that were soon to flood 
the market. Certainly the car made more economic sense than the Mini, 
being much cheaper to build and with that, a price it could compete 
with other new cars on the then market. I guess this is just one of the 
many mistakes made in those British Leyland days that ultimately saw the 
demise of the entire company many years later. Amen.

Robert Young
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TECHNICAL TOPICS − 
By Richard Pengelly

I n the first chapter of this topic I looked at external atmospheric factors 
influencing the air going into the engine. Not much we can do about 

that, we are where we are in the world. However, if you are looking 
to get maximum performance out of your Mini or, if you have bought 
a Mini from a different part of the country, or part of the world, and 
wonder why it is not performing, it could be the air is different.

The effect of heat

To test a few theories out I bought some cheap air temperature 
sensors from RS Components. (RS #8290B 1 Input Automotive Digital 
Thermometer). See figure 1. I located these digital thermometers on 
my car, one on the front grill and the other at the carburettor intakes 
(I run open bell mouths). These sensors recorded the air temperature 
outside the car and that at the carburettor intakes. 

The results were interesting. On average the air temperature at the 
carburettor bell mouths, when travelling at a steady 70mph picked 
up 8.2°C over ambient. See figure 2. With open bell mouths on 
the carburettors this is a lot of temperature to pick up. It is easy to 
understand why later Mini models had air intakes at the front of the 
engine bay pointing towards the grills to pick up the colder air. I took 
a number of outside and inside temperature readings over a summer 
period. The average carburettor inlet temperature was a surprising 
28°C, for an average outside temperature of 20°C. On some days the 
increase in carburettor inlet temperature was greater than the average, 
probably due to the inability of the radiator to reject more heat.

A load of hot air
Chapter two

My engine was set up at Swiftune on their dyno in November where 
I believe the air temperature was somewhere about 20°C in the test 
cell. When I re-calibrated the mixture whilst testing the engine on a 
rolling road using the 5% ethanol Shell V-Power petrol, and setting an 
inlet temperature of about 28°C, a weaker needle brought the power 
back up and made the car notably much livelier to drive. It’s difficult to 
get the exact ideal AFR (air fuel ratio) though out of the needle range 
but we set the ideal AFR at peak power, max speed, and the variation 
in AFR throughout the speed rage was approximately 0.2 AFR, which I 
though was quite good for the equipment we were using.

For those of you outside of the UK with higher or lower ambient 
temperatures, you need to check you are not running too weak or too 
rich. The standard Mini SU needles are just that, standard and were 
calibrated for UK ambient conditions.

When my Mini was in traffic, or stationary with an outside temperature 
of 20°C the carburettor intake temperature rose to 45°C quite quickly. 
With a thermal heat gun I found at the back of the bonnet the front 
wing and the radiator area was radiating a similar temperature. This 
is caused by trapped heat build up from the exhaust manifold and the 
radiator warming the air. The exhaust manifold temperature on the 
rolling road under load was about 320 - 350°C which gives an indication 
of its contribution to heat output under the bonnet.

The effect of high air temperature is to reduce the air mass and the 
oxygen level which means the engine runs rich. At a temperature 
of 45°C the air AFR drops from approximately 12.6:1 (max power) 
to 11.3:1. See figure 3. Testing this on the rolling road verified 
the numbers. At this temperature the power drop was 10% which 
illustrates what an effect an increase in air temperature can have on 
engine performance. Ceramic coating of the exhaust, or insulation 
wrap, and ducting cold air from the front of the engine bay can reduce 
this carburettor inlet temperature. Those interested in performance 
should investigate these alternatives to reduce air inlet temperature to 
maximise engine power.

I was given a rough and ready guide showing how the AFR can vary with 
increase in inlet air temperature by a colleague who once worked for 
Tom Walkenshaw Racing. See figure 4. My own findings tend to confirm 
these AFR change numbers. I set my maximum power AFR for a 5% 
Ethanol fuel to 12.4 at max power with an inlet temperature of 28°C.
See also Robert Young’s interesting article on testing at Swiftune 
December 2012.

26 | www.minicooper.org

Speed 
in mph

No. of 
measurements

Ext.air 
temp 

Deg.C.

Temp at 
Carb inlet 

Deg.C.

Temp 
increase 
Deg.C

Road type

70 12 22.7 32.2 9.5 Motorway

70 10 21.0 29.4 8.4 Motorway

70 10 24.6 32.7 8.1 Motorway

70 12 28.6 36.6 8.1 Motorway

70 6 18.2 25.3 6.6 Motorway

70 6 10.8 19.1 8.3 Motorway

70 7 14.3 22.7 8.4 Motorway

  Average  20 28 8.2  

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 1
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The effect of altitude

Increase in temperature is not the only way to loose engine power. As 
most engines are calibrated at sea level if you live at a considerable level 
above sea level the amount of oxygen in the air reduces. See figure 
5. If you are taking your Mini over the Alps and find it sluggish at the 
higher altitude, it is because the air is thinner and the engine is running 
too rich (black smoke out the tail pipe etc).

Air density will also have an effect on engine power. See figure 6. 
At 1,000 metres above sea level expect a 10% reduction in power 
at 3,000 metres expect a 25% reduction in power. Again, this is 
because there is less air mass and oxygen and thus the engine will 
run too rich.

Most engines are calibrated for conditions at sea level and in 
the old days when engines had carburettors and emissions was 
not a problem, the fact that engines ran rich when the air inlet 
temperature increased, or they climbed a mountain, was interesting, 
but not critical. These days when engines have to maintain emission 
levels under all conditions, they need to maintain close to lambda 
one AFR. There will be a reduction in power even with a modern 
engine fitted with a lambda sensor, but older carburettor cars 
cannot compensate for changes in AFR mixtures.

All this will result in a reduction of power. Please see figure 7 for 
approximate figures. If a car is set up for maximum economy there 
is more oxygen in the fuel/air mix and consequently there will be 

Temp deg C AFR change

10 1.04

15 1.02

20 1

25 0.98

30 0.97

35 0.95

40 0.94

45 0.92

Figure 4

less of a drop off in power. If the car is set up for maximum power 
there will be less oxygen in the mix and there will be a greater 
drop off in power.

Change is barometric pressure has the same effect as altitude on an 
engine - see chapter one. So, a nice high pressure day will always 
produce better power. 

Conclusion

Were does all this information leave me if I’m tuning on a rolling 
road for performance you may well ask. Well, firstly, understand 
the fuel you are using and if it has an ethanol content the AFR 
will need to be slightly weaker than ordinary petrol. Secondly, 
make sure the temperature at the carburettor inlet reflects 
what the ambient conditions you expect to experience plus at 
least 8°C. Finally, make any adjustments necessary if you are a 
long way above sea level. The standard recommended BMC/
Rover SU carburettor needles may need changing to get correct 
performance out of your Mini.

If you need to tweak a race engine mixture for each race, a wide 
range Lambda sensor and gauge is a good instrument to have in 
the car. Innovate Motorsports make a good range sold by Burton 
Power amongst others. You will need to run the engine under steady 
conditions, such as a back straight on a circuit, but it will give you an 
accurate reading on the AFR level for any given condition the car is 
running under.

There are a number of sums that tie the effect of atmospheric 
pressure and temperature together, but I have ignored these 
because I would rather look at what effects a car’s performance and 
what to look out for if you are trying to extract that last 5hp from 
you Mini engine. 

Richard Pengelly ©   

Altitude (feet) Altitude  
(meters)

Effective  
Oxygen %

0 0 20.9

1000 305 20.1

2000 610 19.4

3000 914 18.6

4000 1219 17.9

5000 1524 17.3

6000 1829 16.6

7000 2134 16

8000 2438 15.4

9000 2743 14.8

10000 3048 14.3

11000 3353 13.7

12000 3658 13.2

13000 3962 12.7

14000 4267 12.3

15000 4572 11.8

16000 4877 11.4

17000 5182 11

Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7
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MINI Challenge Round 1 Donington Park 23rd - 24th April 2016
By David Young

After what seems like ages, the long awaited 2016 MINI Challenge 
has finally got underway. And what a start! 30 F56 JCWs all 

looking great started their qualifying session at 11:00am on a cold 
cloudy day.  The teams, well most of them, had spent the last 2 days 
testing at Donington and some teams had spent a lot of the season 
break trying out the new Dunlop tyres and rear adjustable suspension 
introduced this year. Last year’s JCW’s, of which 5 were racing, have 
been rebadged to be Cooper S class cars, (which they were originally) 
and they would be racing with the 17 R50 MINI Coopers.

JCW F56 Racing

First surprise of the F56 season has to be the performance of Nathan 
Harrison (Coastal Racing), last year’s Cooper Champion he set the fastest 
lap in Qualifying. Next up was Chris Smith (Excelr8) returning from a 
year out from racing and then, new to the MINI Challenge, Brett Smith 
(Eurotech), followed by last year’s Champ Charlie Butler-Henderson, 
(MINI UK VIP) and then BTCC racer Jeff Smith (Eurotech). Welcome 
back Arthur Forster, returning from 5 years away from the MINI 
Challenge, he only picked up his new JCW on Thursday, he was really just 
using the weekend to shakedown the car and understand set ups. 
 
Second surprise has to be the time it takes to get heat into the rear 
Dunlop tyres. I suppose (not being a tyre technician) the vast amount of 
grip the front end has and the very hard rear suspension does not work 
the rear tyres hard enough to get heat into them. This was also added 
to the fact that the Donington circuit is not very abrasive and it was 
only 5˚C most of the day.

The first race started on time with what was a very spectacular grid full 
of 30 JCW’s and what a sight that was. All the cars got off to a great start, 
Rob Smith getting the jump on everybody, Charlie Butler-Henderson and 
Nathan Harrison both being overtaken by Rob on the start. This was all to 
no avail as a massive crash at Craner Curves resulted in carnage and red 
flags flying. The race had to be restarted after the mess was cleared up. 
Cold tyres, driving standards, 30 new cars, excitement and adrenaline all 

COMPETITION
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Chris Smith leading the pack around Redgate

Chris Smith going into the Craner Curves

Charlie Butler-Henderson leading the way from team mate Rob Smith
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contributed to this; though at the time I thought 
as all had made it through Redgate it was going 
to be a great race. The stewards had a word 
with all the drivers asking them to calm down, 
they introduced two green flag laps for Sunday 
to try and get more heat into the tyres. The 
restarted race was shortened to 17 minutes 
(10 laps) but was a spectacular race with 3 
groups of racing cars pulling away from the rest. 
Up front was Charlie Butler-Henderson (1st) 
and Nathan Harrison (2nd), followed some 4 
seconds later by the next bunch, with Chris 
Smith (3rd) and Rob Smith (4th). David Grady, 
Jono Brown and Neil Newstead (5th, 6th & 
7th respectively). The rest of the field was 
pretty evenly spaced out with between 2 and 5 
seconds apart. 7 DNF was the toll of the race. 
Jeff Smith losing a rear wheel whilst in 5th place, 
Dan Prosser (Mr EVO) pulled into the pits after 
7 laps, Luke Caudle (PowerMaxed) after 5 lap, 

Kevin O’Connor had seriously bent steering 
and did just 2 laps before giving up at Redgate. 
Mark Wakefield, Luke Read and Mark Steward 
all pulled in after a lap suffering from various 
suspension issues sustained at the start of the 
race. But they all looked great and sounded 
superb. Roll on Sunday!

Sunday Morning and it was even colder but 
sunny.  The Start of race two was something 
to forget. Bence Balogh in his Bumble Bee 
decorated car was elbowed onto the grass 
at McClean’s, Jono Brown’s car lost rear end 
grip and took Neil Newstead out rolling into 
the barrier, cars all over the place and red 
flags out again. Unfortunately, due to the 
heavy hits to the Armco and the number of 
cars taken out, the organisers decided to 
abandon the race, possibly to be re-run as 
the last race of the day. 

Race 3 was using the grid positions from 
Saturday’s race; Charlie B-H was on pole 
with Nathan Harrison alongside. This time 
Nathan showed us what he was made of, 
(future BTCC Champ!), brilliant start and 
led from start to finish. Charlie B-H was 
content to be his wing man as drops of rain 
had started to appear on the track. David 
Grady was next with 11 seconds between 
him and Nathan. Chris Smith rounded of 
a great return to the track with a solid 
4th, whilst Neil Newstead with his hastily 
repaired car achieved a strong 5th place 
with no rear window but copious amounts 
of duct tape and tie wraps to stop exhaust 
fumes filling the car - but he was smiling!

The idea of re-running the abandoned race 
however, did not happen due to the late finish 
at 18:38pm and we all had homes to go to.

Position Qualifying Race 1 Race 2

1 Nathan Harrison Charlie Butler- 
Henderson Nathan Harrison

2 Chris Smith Nathan Harrison Charlie Butler- 
Henderson

3 Brett Smith Chris Smith David Grady

The start of the first JCW race. 30 cars

Nathan Harrison in new JCW, with extra boost

William Neal (Son of Matt and brother to 
Henry) and Adrian Norman with Simon Walton 
pushing around Redgate

Nathan Harrison on his way to the Win 
over Charlie Butler-HendersonCharlie Butler Henderson MINI UK VIP Team
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Cooper S & Coopers Racing.

Well, after the excitement of the F56 JCW, the S and Cooper class was a well behaved series 
of racing. Steve Cocker (Oakfield Racing) was fastest in practice and had led all 3 races. He did, 
however, have turbo trouble most of the weekend even after replacing it twice with a brand new 
unit. A great shame as he was the quickest car in class the whole weekend. Tim Porter had Neil 
Newstead’s ‘old’ S and was learning how to drive it, (bloody quickly in my opinion). Scott Adam 
ran well in Lawrence Davey’s ‘old’ S run by LDR too. Started well but sounded like a tractor 
by the end of the 3rd race. Scott Jeffs had a great weekend, 2nd in qualifying, 2nd in Race 1, 1st 
in the last 2 races. I do have to say that had Steve Cocker’s turbo been behaving itself that 1st 
would have been 2nd, but a great bit of racing nonetheless.

The Coopers class was hotly contested with Max Bladon wining all 3 races as well as quickest in 
qualifying. Josh Gollin was close behind with two 2nds and a 3rd. Brad Hutchinson scoring a 2nd, 
a 3rd and a DNF. Piers Prior showed a lot of verve in his race car debut.

Cooper S

Coopers

Thanks must go to MINI Challenge for providing a spectacular meeting and to all the Marshals on 
duty, without either of these there would be no MINI Challenge.

David Young

COMPETITION

Position Qualifying Race 1 Race 2 Race 3

1 Steve Cocker Steve Cocker Scott Jeffs Scott Jeffs

2 Scott Jeffs Scot Adam Steve Cocker Tim Porter

3 Scot Adam Tim Porter Tim Porter Toby Hotson

1 Max Bladon Max Bladon Max Bladon Max Bladon

2 Josh Gollin Josh Gollin Josh Gollin Brad Hutchinson

3 Brad Hutchinson Piers Prior Adam Davey Josh Gollin

Piers Prior in Qualifying, his debut in the Cooper Class!

Neil Newstead before his spectacular role

Max Blandon on his way  
to 3 wins out of 3 races

The podium line up of the 1st JCW race

Max Blandon just getting the win  
from Josh Gollin

Steve Cocker winner  
R1 Cooper S class and race
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Thousands of parts for YOUR car
CABLES

Part Description  Price 

NAM7914 MINI CABLE THROTTLE 65  £5.10 

21A1204 MINI CABLE CHOKE TWIN CARB - COOPER/S MK1/2  £16.50 

SBF10027 MINI CHOKE CABLE 27 INCH - MINI 87 ONWARDS  £10.10 

SBB10186 MINI LHD SPI CABLE THROTTLE  £9.90 

GVC1034 MINI REAR BRAKE CABLE - MINI 76 >  £5.10 

GVC1035 MINI FRONT BRAKE CABLE - MINI 76 >  £3.30 

MANIFOLD & EXHAUSTS

GEX7761 MINI CATALYST GASKET  £2.10 

L61 MANIFLOW LCB Y PIECE  £34.80 

LST001A MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX SIDE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.40 

LST001B MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX CENTRE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.94 

LM004SIIR MANIFLOW STAGE 2 LCB WITH FITTINGS  £107.40 

LM005 MANIFLOW LARGE BORE LCB  £162.84 

BADGES

CZH2717 BADGE - LEYLAND HOUSE S&M 70-74/MGB/MINI A PANEL  £6.24 

DAB101130 BADGE-ITALIAN JOB-BONNET MINI  £28.50 

CZH1305 BADGE-FRONT MINI MK3 MINI/COOPER S  £18.90 

CZH4153 BADGE-MINI CLUBMAN(L)  £14.10 

CZH4154 BADGE-1275GT MINI RED/SILVER MINI 1275GT  £14.10 

UJB002 BADGE-UNION JACK  £8.10 

LAMPS

13H6479 MINI RH REAR LAMP 67-71  £48.72 

13H6480 MINI MKII LH REAR LAMP  £48.72 

XFB10082 MINI RH REAR LAMP 72-99  £42.84 

XFB10083 MINI LH REAR LAMP 72-99  £42.84 

ADU3018 SIDE LAMP/FLASHER RH CLUBMAN  £74.10 

13H3471A SEALED BEAM HEADLIGHT RHD WITH PILOT  £11.70 

AFU3389 FLASHER LAMP AMBER  £6.06 

ELECTRICS

BMK1727 STARTER SOLENOID MGB >67/S&M >75 /MINI MKII/TR5  £9.78 

BMK1539A VOLTAGE STABILISER JAG/MINI CLUBMAN NEG EARTH  £22.50 

DLB105 LUCAS SPORT IGN COIL  £21.30 

GXE4405 MOTOR STARTER S&M 58-79/SPIT 64-80/MGA 55-62  £57.60 

LUSSB106 BATTERY SWITCH ISOLATOR  £11.70 

GAE191A REVERSE LIGHT SWITCH MINI 72-96  £6.60 

CLUTCH

Part Description  Price 

GSY118 MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER 83.94  £39.30 

GSY118Z MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER REPRO  £24.00 

GSY110 CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER S&M 58-66/MINI 59-83/A11/1300  £28.20 

88G508 MINI FLYWHEEL LOCKING KEY 64-85 (DIAPHRAGM)  £9.04 

22A427 MINI CLUTCH PLUNGER STOP 58-96  £5.10 

GCK100AF CLUTCH ASSEMBLY  MINI 59-83  £51.00 

COOLING

12G2129 THICK FAN BLADE  £11.70 

CHS2515 THERMO COVER STUD MGA/B 55>/S&M 63-72/MINI  £1.44 

53K402 HEATER TAP STUD S&M 64-74/MOGGI 61-71/MINI  £0.72 

14A9988 MINI CABLE HEATER MINI MK1/2  £16.50 

GRD172 MINI RADIATOR 1300 MINI 92-96 SIDE MOUNTED TYPE  £75.30 

GRH240 MINI LOWER RAD HOSE MINI >89 1275 >89/998 >92  £8.70 

SEALS

ADU5738 MINI OIL SEAL DIFF/SHAFT 58-20  £0.85 

DAM3022 MINI ROD GAITER GEARBOX CHANGE  £3.42 

CGE10038 MINI RH DOOR SEAL CHECK ARM 86>  £5.10 

CGE10039 MINI RH DOOR SEAL CHECK ARM 86>  £5.10 

CZH4052 MINI RH SEAL-CHECKSTRAP MINI UPTO VIN 324224  £2.94 

CZH4053 MINI LH SEAL-CHECKSTRAP MINI UPTO VIN 324224  £2.94 

WIPERS

37H4836 WIPER MOTOR STRAP  £4.32 

AAU1909 WIPER TUBE RACK 35IN S&M/TR5/6 SPIT/GT6/MINI/JAG  £18.90 

13H4718 MOTOR WIPER PAD 67-97  £3.42 

13H5629 WIPER ARM RHD MINI 58-76  £3.25 

37H7201 MINI WHEEL PLINTH KIT 67-96  £4.25 

RTC202A WIPER RACK 74-91/TR/MINOR/MG  £8.49 

LMG1051 TUDOR LABEL WASHER BOTTLE MGA/B/C >71/S&M>74/MINI/AH ALL  £2.19 

BRAKES

13H5541 MINI HANDBRAKE GRIP  £1.74 

1G5999 RETURN SPRING PEDAL  £2.34 

FAM8356 HANDBRAKE LEVER GRIP LATE MINI  £5.10 

GDB105 BRAKE DRUM MINI 850-1000  £14.10 

GDB106 BRAKE DRUM MINI COOPER MK1/2 COOPER S  £14.70 

GBS733 MINI FRONT BRAKE SHOES  £12.30 
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Donington Historic Festival 2016 30th April – 2nd May
By David Young

This meeting is one of the highlights of the racing season for 
Appendix K lovers, as well as lovers of pre War GP and Sports 

Cars.  The added bonus of this year’s festival was the BTCC 
celebration covering the period from 1958 to1966 as well as the 
usual pre 66 U2TC race. The Pre 91 BTCC races had space for the 
1275GT and Mini Metros.

The Under 2 litre Touring Car race is run to FIA Appendix K rules and 
the standard of car preparation is superb. This kind of event is normally 
a great crowd puller and features Lotus Cortinas, Alfa Romeos, BMWs 
and, of course, Mk1 Cooper Ss.

Barry and Jimmy Sime had their beautiful blue Cooper S looking like 
new, probably because it was, with a Swiftune full race spec engine, 
Rose Petal wheels and all the correct toys. They had come all the way 
from Scotland to race this beauty. Hopefully, we will see the car around 
some more circuits this year (Mini Festival at Brands Hatch). Graham 
Churchill and Peter Baldwin were in their BRG ‘S’ looking like it was 
straight out of the Cooper Car Company workshop.  Steve Jones had 
his Dale Racing run ‘S’ out and that was it for the Minis!  Such a shame - 
where have they all gone?

Qualifying in the rain was predictable with Jackie Oliver in his BMW 
in pole position. Graham Churchill and Peter Baldwin were the 
quickest of the Minis with 6th on the grid; Steve Jones was well 
down the order as were the Simes brothers just using the period 
as a shake down. The race was held on a dry track with Churchill 
and Baldwin leading the class from lights to flag, although the Simes 
brothers were very close behind, with less than 2 seconds in it. 
Steve Jones pulled into the pits after 11 laps and unfortunately 
called it a day!

The Pre 91 BTCC race had the Richard Longman 1275GT of the 
DataPost days out on the track. The last time I saw this car was 
at Brands last year when the shell was severely bent.  It all looked 
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Barry Sime in Qualifying

Andy Harrison in the 1958-66 BTCC race

Peter Baldwin in the Graham Churchill car during the U2TC race
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straight and gleaming now, but I think asking it to do a 50 minute 
race was a bit too much of an ask. The result was six laps in 
qualifying and a DNS in the race. Nick Swift and Patrick Watts had 
Patrick’s MG Metro out and they won their class with a 4th overall.

The star race of weekend (for me) was the Coys Trophy race for 
pre 66 BTCC cars. Barrie (Whizzo) Williams was driving with Will 
Dick and Andy Harrison was driving his old ‘S’ now owned and 
partnered with Mathew Jeffrey. Steve Jones had his Dale Racing 
‘S ‘run out with a new rebuilt Swift engine (as you do). William 
Lynch and Richard Longdon had their ‘S’ and, not Mini related 
but at least an A series engine, Chris Rea had his Police Morris 
1000 running number 999 with big fat rear tyres and Minilites too. 
It definitely looked the part. Qualifying was first thing on Bank 
Holiday Monday morning, bright and sunny but very cold. The 
race was held just after lunch in the pouring rain. Donington has 
a very smooth track which suits Minis in the dry, just chuck them 
into the bends sideways and round they go. Speaking to Andy 
Harrison after the race, he said there was next to no grip in the 
pouring rain and he was surprised more cars did not spin off. A 
real testament to the driving skills of the drivers when bearing in 
mind that a lot of the cars racing are just not replaceable.  Whizzo 
drove his socks off and Will Dick joined him winning the class, 
finishing 12th out of 35. Andy Harrison and Mathew Jeffery were 
20 seconds behind in 13th place and 2nd in class - and happy 
chappies they were. Steve Jones had a great race but experienced 
fuel feed problems so started late from the pit lane. Whilst William 
Lynch and Richard Longdon did six laps and ended up parked up 
just past the pits for most of the race.

David Young

COMPETITION

Steve Jones in the 1958-66 BTCC race

Steve Jones pulling into the pits
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

DOR 444C

Those who have longish memories will 
remember this car as one used by Mike 
Feetham and Harvey Shand to compete 
on the Pirelli Classic Marathon. The car 
was last seen at Beaulieu in 2013 when 
Mike brought the car along with the view 
of finding a new owner for this rather 
nice car with good competition history.  

I think, being a left hand drive car, it is 
ideal if competing on the Continent 
but not that nice if the car is used on 
these shores. This is possibly why Mark 
struggled to sell it himself but eventually it 

found its way to Sussex Sports Cars to look for a buyer.

Now enter Swiftune. Nick Swift was racing in the Algarve in a historic 
race driving a Bentley Derby (the way you do) and had a race long 
battle with a German chap called Gerd Bühler in his immaculate 1935 
Frazer Nash-BMW 328. At the end of the race Gerd, knowing of Nick’s 
prowess with Mini engines, asked him if he would consider building him a 
Mini to go rallying in. Further discussions ensued and it became apparent 
that Gerd really wanted a left hand drive car; one as competitive as 
possible and it also had to be red and white. Gerd decided however, that 
he didn’t need, or want, a Works car, nor in fact a Works replica - but a 
state of the art rally Mini he could compete in on FIA Historic rallies. 

Nick set about finding a suitable car and quickly found and bought 
DOR 444C from Sussex Sports Cars on behalf of Gerd. Once the car 
was back in Bethersden, it was stripped and thoroughly inspected 
and then shipped off to Mini Shells in Cambridge to restore the 
body. This, together with the painting at Classic Cars of Kent, who 
are based in Crowbrough, consumed over six months. Once back at 
Swiftune’s the build in earnest started with Colin Pagan doing most 
of the fitting up whilst the engine was being built by Nick and his 
team. The build of engines and in particular race engines is Swiftune’s 
normal line of business and, of course, building successful race cars. 
So, building an entire rally car was a new challenge for them.

Having visited Swiftune on numerous occasions during the build, I was 
delighted to see the finished car roll out of the workshop in late April – and 
what a superb car it has turned out to be. From the outset, it was never 
going to represent a Works car in any way; it is really a modern take on 
a rally Mini within the confines of the current FIA specifications and the 
car now has a fresh set of 1965 FIA papers to prove it. Needless to say, 
the red and white war paint is immaculate, as indeed is the bodywork. 
However, the nod to the Works cars is there for all to see in the shape 
of four Lucas 700 lamps fitted to a Works lamp bar in front of the grill, a 
pair of white squares on the doors and a pair of Aston filler caps for the 
standard twin tanks - but that’s about it.  The car sits on Rose Petal wheels, 
without arches, shod with sticky Avon CR6-ZZ tyres. Being an FIA car 
it uses standard Cooper S brakes, including standard rear drums, albeit 
without a servo cluttering up the engine bay. All the brake lines are fitted 
with Aeroquip lines run inside the car and the callipers are fitted with 
carbon- metallic pads.  The suspension is relatively standard but does have 
adjustable rear camber brackets and adjustable front tie bars fitted, along 
with Hi-Lo suspension.  The car was also fitted with some special rally Koni 
shock absorbers, which Swiftune had developed along with Koni.The final 
touch to the outside is the race mirrors fitted to the doors.

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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The car at Beaulieu in 2013

The car complete and ready to go

Looking like a Works car from the outside at least



Mini Cooper Register | 37

REGISTERS

REGISTERS

Mini Cooper Register | 37

Inside the car we have a full roll cage, a pair of modern high back 
Tillett race seats, along with wide modern Luke full harness belts, a 
fully plumbed in fire extinguisher and an intercom system. Newton 
Commercial trim has been used throughout and, indeed, I was 
particularly impressed with the carpet fit, quality and colour – having 
heard some rather negative comments in the past about it. The car 
also has heated screens, front and back, the rear screen being a 
unique one off item. The dashboard on the co-driver’s side does use 
a period Halda Twinmaster; however, the driver’s side is devoid of 
any such clutter but does have a repro centre dash binnacle including 
a Stack pseudo chronometric revcounter. All of the wiring on the 
car was carried out in lightweight cable, beautifully executed by Si-
Leck Motorsport Wiring in New Romney. All the electrics are fired 
by a lightweight red top race battery housed in the boot and this 
feeds a lightweight alternator and a high torque starter – all found on 
Swiftune’s race engines. Now we come to that engine. The 1293cc engine breaths through 

a nice set of twin SU H4s together with an SW10 rally camshaft. 
The car pumped out 115bhp on Swiftune’s dyno. The 940 cylinder 
head is one of Nick Swift’s new castings that have been accepted 
by the FIA for historic use. A full Maniflow 1.75” exhaust system 
is fitted throughout and it indeed did sound lovely! The straight 
cut close ratio four syncro gearbox is coupled to a 3.76 diff with 
a Tran-X Mk6 plate type limited slip diff. This I’m told has zero 
pre-load and is reportedly very easy to drive – unlike the butt 
clenching Salisbury plate diff of old! Unfortunately, I was not able 
to drive the car but it is reported to be very drivable and docile, 
with the SW10 cam giving very good low down torque, meaning it 
also had good road manners.

I’m sure Gerd Bühler will enjoy the car to the full and hopefully we 
will hear how the car fares when it bloodies its nose in competition 
very soon.  Gerd picked up the car from Swiftune and proceeded to 
drive it 700 miles all the way back to Munich without any problems. 
The car is a credit to Swiftune’s build quality, so evident in their race 
cars, which they seem seamlessly to have successfully transferred into 
building modern rally cars too. 
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Works Mini Models

I was once an avid Mini model collector but had to call a halt due 
to the space (and cash) they were consuming. However, I still have 
my collection and keep a watchful eye on what is out there. Simon 
Wheatcroft sent me details of a rather nice model of 33 EJB. This 
is in the very large 1/12 scale which take a huge amount of cabinet 
space and is a size I’ve never really collected - this model is 25cm long 
or 10” in old money. However, for the model collector and those 
interested in Works cars, this is a really nice model and they seem to 
have got much of the fine detail about right. It is from the Sun-Star 
range of models which are new to me, so seek out your local model 
shop and ask about the availability and price.

Whilst on the subject of Mini models, Mike Wood contacted me 
recently and sent me a few photographs of a collection of five 1/43 
scale Mini models that a friend of his had made that depict some of 
the important cars that he competed in. Mike had them mounted 
on a suitable plinth and they do make a rather nice memento of his 
successes in the Works Minis, not the least of which being in the only 
Mini to ever finish the Liege Rally.

Robert Young

12th scale model of 33 EJB

Mike Wood’s rallying Minis
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Cooper S Mk 1 Register

An MCR member approached me at 
Blyton Park about the first Mk1 Cooper 
S, 731 HOP, as he had made contact 
a while back with a previous owner 
of the car named Pete Cox. Pete 
was adamant that the car he owned 
was 731 HOP as driven by Patrick 
McGoohan in the 1960s TV series 
called Danger Man.

We are not entirely sure when he 
owned HOP but, when he bought it, it 
was painted yellow with a white roof. 
It wasn’t Fiesta yellow but described 

as truck yellow. Pete re-painted the car 
Rolls Royce Regal red and fitted arches 

that he blended into the body work which all sounds very 1970s. A 
1275 engine was installed which necessitated the grinding out of the 
gearbox casing to clear the crank. It had a 13:1 compression ratio as 
well as a Weber carb and cold air box installed. Pete kept the car for 
two or three years before selling it on.

Coincidentally, I found a picture of 731 HOP in a TV programme that 
I hadn’t seen before. This was from another episode of Danger Man 
called The Man with the Foot, and was from the third series which was 
filmed in 1966. The number plate was now on the bonnet, as it was 
when it appeared in an episode of The Saint, also from 1966. HOP had 
also acquired a straight rally or race style exhaust pipe. I’m afraid it is 

Simon Wheatcroft

a rather poor quality photograph but it has the definite look of an ITC 
programme, as there is an attempt to make it appear as though the car is 
in Spain with a poster advertising a bull fight on the wall. Although looking 
at the background it is clearly a bleak winter’s day in the UK. HOP 
features a number of times in the programme including a chase sequence 
through a forest. The complete episode is available on YouTube.

When first road tested by Motor in April 1963, 731 HOP had chrome 
window catches but, by the time it appeared in Danger Man, these 
had been replaced by the black plastic types which, according to the 
BMC parts list, were introduced at body number 15069 in early May 
1963. 732 HOP had plastic window catches by August 1963; it also 
had the air filter box fitted rather than the pancake filters. Perhaps, 
because the cars were part of the BMC press fleet, they were updated 
with some of the more visually obvious latest parts as and when they 
were introduced. Incidentally, 731 HOP was owned by BMC until late 
December 1965 whereas 732 HOP was sold in December 1964.

Plastic window catches clearly visible in 731 HOP in 1964

731 HOP in early 1966, probably its final Danger Man episode

731 HOP during its original road test with pancake air filters

732 HOP had acquired an air filter box by August 1963

Brake servo fitted to 732 HOP without the usual groove
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The third built Austin Cooper S which was registered 289 JOB has 
turned up in the USA where it arrived via Australia (or New Zealand) 
and Singapore. This car was Old English white/black and, although also 
used by the Austin Motor Co Publicity Department, it is much less well 
known than the two HOP cars. 289 JOB was road tested by Motor 
Rally Magazine in their May 1964 issue and may have taken part in the 
1963 Mobil Economy Run. It was rallied in the UK in the late 1960s and 
1970s on Motoring News events and the like by Stan Griffin.

Just in case you are thinking that the registration number should 
read 288 JOB, a car that was used by Paddy Hopkirk on a couple of 
occasions, no, that was yet another early Austin Cooper S.

Some good news for the Mk1 S owner is that Mini Spares have 
introduced a copy of the original Lockheed Type 5½ brake servo. It uses a 
cast iron body and looks the same as an original and certainly better than 
the Benditalia servo which was all that was available new for a number of 
years. The new Mini Spares offering has the added advantage of having 
the correct 5/16 unf pipe fittings and has the groove machined in the end 
of the body although early cars did not have this on their servos.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

289 JOB as tested by Motor Rally Magazine in early 1964

Paddy Hopkirk puts 288 JOB through its paces on Knockagh Hill in 1964

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this month’s report which 
is being written as the outdoor show 
season starts to unfold and so I am 
hoping to see some Mk1 Coopers out 
and about this year.

I have been asked to note the 
differences between the two types 
of fuel gauge used in Mk1 Cooper 
production so I thought I would share 
this in the magazine.

Before the introduction of a voltage 
stabiliser to the back of the speedo 
in about September 1964, both the 
fuel and temperature gauges would 

have given ‘instant’ readings as soon as the ignition was switched 
on rather than the ‘gradual’ reading as commonly found on the post 
September 1964 cars. Although the basic shape of the fuel gauge was 
un-changed, the letter fonts and wire connections on the reverse did. 
The gauge on the left of the photos is the earlier type, a much bolder 
font is used and the needle differs as well, in that two needle stop 
posts can be seen by the empty (E) and full (F), something which is 
not seen on the later gauge. Across the top of the face are identity 
numbers which cannot be seen when fitted to the back of the speedo 
so, the earlier gauge reads FG 6233/05 and the later one on the right 
reads BF 6108/00. Then on the reverse of the gauges, again early type 
on the left, the position of the terminal contacts significantly differs, 
the earlier gauge having 3 terminal connectors positioned higher up 
and which may either be ring or of the blade type.  

For the gauges to function correctly it’s also important to use the 
correct sender unit fitted to the fuel tank and identifying these is all 
in how they are fitted to the tank. The earlier non-stabilised unit is 
secured by 6 slotted set screws and is commonly found with ring 
terminal posts for the wiring. Original sealing gaskets were of the 
cork type and notorious for leaking, especially with todays’ modern 
fuels that tend to eat through most things! Innocenti used a similar 
tank sender fitting but used a rubber type gasket. The later stabilised 
fuel gauged cars used a bayonet type fitting to secure the unit and 

Early fuel gauge on left and later type one on right

Rear shot of gauges early one on left and later type on right
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tended to have male/female connectors and used a sealing gasket 
made of rubber. The only difference in the operating arm and float is 
that some early senders may have a brass float.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

Early sender unit secured by screws and nuts

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

One of the things I like about being a 
registrar is that you really don’t know 
what is going to drop into your inbox. A 
good example this month was an email I 
had from Everett Jones.

Everett is the owner of a rather nice 
Island blue and Snowberry white Austin 
registration number MOX 331F. Those of 
you who know your registration numbers 
will recognise the prefix ‘MOX’ as one 
used by BMC at Longbridge to register 
press and staff cars. This got my attention 
and after a chat with Everett he kindly 
agreed to give the full story behind the car.

Back in 1968 Rod Griffiths, a good friend of Everett’s was looking 
to buy an Mk11 Cooper S. Luckily for Rod another friend, Wesley 
Chalke, worked for BMC at Cowley and was able to purchase the 
car for him under the employee purchase scheme. I’m not sure of 
the retail price of a Mk11 Cooper S back in June 1968, but as you can 
see from the invoice the discount base price to Wesley in those pre 
decimalisation days was £575 14s and 8d. A good look at the invoice 
shows that the factory option list was ticked with factory recliners, 
laminated windscreen, a Scottish sump guard, static seatbelts and 
wider 4.5j wheels added (just look at those prices!). Add to this fuel, 
number plates, road fund license and the dreaded purchase tax and 

Nick Hunter

the total cost to Rod was the grand sum of £828, 14s 2d. I particularly 
like the letter accompanying the invoice informing Wesley that a 
price rise had occurred between order and the car being ready so a 
supplementary invoice for the difference had been attached - very 
cheeky BMC! The car was duly registered by Longbridge on the 
MOX plate ready for Wesley’s collection.

It appears that Wesley then arranged to have the car delivered to 
Special Tuning at Abingdon where he oversaw further modifications to 
prepare the car for road rally use. The engine was removed and had 
a full blue printed rebuild including rebore to 1293cc and a reworked 
cylinder head. Larger 1 1/2 inch modified carburettors were fitted 
including Works type float extensions and a revised exhaust manifold 
coupled to a heavy duty rally spec. exhaust.  Inside a new dash was 
fabricated by the Works apprentices to take auxiliary gauges and 
all fuel and hydrolastic lines were routed to run inside the car. The Everett Jones ST modified ‘S’ MOX 331F

Long range right hand fuel tank fitted to MOX 331F

MOX under bonnet with Works modified SU’s

Interior of MOX 331F
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suspension was also modified including competition rear bump stops. 
Externally ST fibreglass wheel arches were fitted to cover the Dunlop 
D1 alloy wheels and a full bank of Lucas spotlights on a Works lamp 
bar, on the boot the obligatory Lucas reversing lamp. Perhaps the 
most striking mod was the fitment of the long range alloy fuel tank in 
place of the standard right hand tank this, coupled with the left hand 
tank, gave a massive 20.75 gallon capacity. Everett thinks that Wesley 
and Rod intended to tackle road rally events but does not know if or 
which events they actually did. Does anyone have any recollections 
of the car competing? Everett believes a change in the rules and 
increasing team budgets at the time meant that the chances of the 
privateer achieving good results on the larger events was fading and 
so the car probably saw little serious competition use.  
Everett’s first contact with Rod and the ‘S’ was back in 1971. He 
was an apprentice mechanic back then so could really appreciate 
the work that had gone into transforming the car. It was clearly 
very special and he recalls an extremely rapid car at that. The pair 
became good friends and had many adventures in the car in the 
Herefordshire and Elan Valley area where the full performance of 
the car could be exploited. The only serious problem encountered 
was a broken input gear in the close ratio helical gearbox. This was 
then replaced by a Richard Longman 3 syncro straight cut gear set 
which Everett fitted for Rod.

Over time the two lost touch, but in 1985 Everett heard through 
the grapevine that Rod had partially dismantled the car with the 

Staff sale invoice for MOX 331F

intention of completing a partial rebuild. Front wings, ‘A’ panels, 
outer sills and repairs to the inner sills had been carried out but 
he did not have time to complete the work. Everett contacted 
Rod again and he was happy to sell him the car for £400 which, 
even back in 1986, was quite a bargain. Everett then set about 
completing the rebuild with a new rear subframe, reskin of the 
doors and finally a re-spray in the original colour scheme. On the 
mechanical side, the engine was tired with a cracked cylinder 

Invoice covering letter for MOX 331F note supplementary invoice 
advice to cover price rise

Collection instructions for MOX 331F
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head. A cracked piston had scored a cylinder bore requiring a 
rebore to +40 thou and a new set of high compression Powermax 
pistons were fitted. The cracked head was replaced with a fully 
reworked 12G940 replacement from Richard Longman. The 
whole engine was then assembled with the original crank and rods 
which were checked and found to be fine. MOX was back on the 
road in 1986 and in 1987 embarked on a big adventure by taking 
part in the annual Beaujolais run to raise money for Everett’s local 
life boat station. In the following years the car proved reliable, 
with only a trip to Richard Longman in 1990 to update the gearbox 
to a 4 syncro straight cut set up. It was used regularly up until 
1993 when it was decided to park MOX up for a couple of years. 
Family and work commitments then intervened and the 2 years 
turned into 23 when in July last year MOX was disinterred from 
its garage slumber. After a couple of days fettling,  including a tyre 
change, brake overhaul and a general service, the car was running 
again, two weeks later MOX was MOT’d and back on the road 
again. Everett says the ‘old girl’ feels just the same as she did all 
those years ago and is a delight to drive.

As you can see from the photos, MOX has a lovely patina about it 
often lost on restored cars. Whilst it will never win any concours 
trophies it looks fantastic and has a real sense of history to 
it. Thanks to Everett for sharing his story and even better for 
agreeing for MOX to be part of the Mk11 ‘S’ display at Beaulieu on 
Sunday 12th June  2106 - a rare chance to have a good look at this 
very special Mini.  

To the register now and you may remember a year or so back I 
mentioned a Snowberry white and black Austin NOV 686G that 
had been spotted by Simon Wheatcroft at a local garage. A really 
good looking car this sitting on a nice set of magnesium Minilites. 
I had all but given up hope of hearing any more about it until Neil 
Lampard contacted me. Neil sold the car back in 2008 and had 
recently been trying to track it down again, after much searching 
he came across the mention of the car in CooperWorld. NOV 
had been given to Neil by his father who had bought it in the mid 
1980s. Growing up he helped his father to restore the car and 
this ignited his interest in old cars which continues to this day. 
Neil would really like to make contact with the current owner as 
he knows quite a lot of the cars early history. If you’re now the 
owner of NOV and would like to know more about its past, then 
please contact me and I’ll put you in touch with Neil.

Great period invoice for parts supplied by Abingdon for MOX 331F

That’s all for this time, see you on June 12th

Until next time.

Happy Coopering!

Nick Hunter 

NOV 686G when owned by Neil Lampard

Cooper Mk 2 Register

Well, would you believe it!  I had just sent off my May Register 
report when I received an enquiry on another left hand drive 
MKII. It came via Mike Bennett, the club’s Webmaster.  Carlos 
Santos said that he was about to buy a MKII Austin Cooper but the 
only problem was that the car was for sale in Portugal. It is almost 
impossible to determine a car’s provenance from a distance, 
whether it is in the UK or abroad. So, I emailed Carlos asking for 
as much information as possible on the car including photos and I 
would consider the evidence. Even from the photos he sent me it 
would be impossible to determine if the car is a Cooper. Sure, the 
Portuguese logbook has the numbers for a left hand drive Cooper, 
but it does not necessarily mean the shell is the original. My advice 
to Carlos was, if he was serious, to hop on an Easyjet flight and 
have a look at the car in the metal. I suggested it would be unwise 
to take it any further based on the photographic evidence alone. 
The best advice is always ‘Caveat Emptor’ or ‘Buyer Beware’. In 
the end Carlos decided to forego the purchase and continue his 
search for a suitable car in the UK. 

Graham Robinson

Portugese MKII Cooper Logbook
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Continuing the left hand drive theme, when the magazine editor 
proof read my May report, he noted that the only identification 
number David Collier had was the engine number. Paul confirmed 
that it had been done before to ask Heritage to search on this and 
cross reference the chassis number. I have advised David accordingly 
and hopefully he will have the chassis number for his car soon.

Steve Egford has been in touch asking for information about his recent 
purchase, VYY 871G, an Austin Cooper.  He asked if it is possible to 
determine if the shell is original from the FE number. I mentioned that FE 
numbers were never recorded so unfortunately it is no help in determining 
if the car is original or not. More helpful would be if the body number was 
still on the bonnet locking panel above the grille. This is a flat plate approx 
3” long by ¾” wide with rectangular letters and numbers pressed in from 
the back.  Unfortunately, it’s the first thing to go when the front panel is 
changed and Steve’s front panel has been changed. Fortunately, all the 
other characteristics of a MKII Cooper are still intact, so there is every 
chance it’s the original shell. Just like some other recent cars featured in 
this column, Steve’s car has only had three previous owners, which only 
goes to show these cars are still out there for prospective buyers.

Well, that’s about it for now and thanks to Steve and Carlos for their 
contributions. At the time of writing, I am grateful to Peter Grist for 
his offer to represent the MKII Cooper Register at Beaulieu but that 
leaves me with two more cars to find. Hopefully, by the time you 
read this, I will be overwhelmed with offers. And don’t forget, I am 
always interest to hear about your MKII Cooper news.

Until next time.

Happy Coopering!

Graham Robinson 

Portugese MKII Cooper shell

Steve Egford’s MKII Cooper registered VYY 871G

RSP Cooper Register
I’m still something of a novice at 
writing articles for CooperWorld and 
I’m finding it difficult to write about 
subjects that haven’t been covered 
in a magazine or on the internet 
somewhere so, apologies if it’s all been 
seen and written before. 

This month I thought I would do a 
small feature on an RSP that has a 
famous owner and there are a few 
RSPs out there that have had famous 
owners in their past. However, I’ll 
look at some of these another time 
but the particular RSP I am going to 
feature here is still owned by ex rally 

driver and auto test champion Russ Swift but more recently famous 
as a stunt driver in TV adverts for Rover cars. He still does stunt 
driving and promotional work and many Mini fans have delighted 
in his demonstrations at shows. Russ has sent me a lot of good RSP 
information and photos in the past and given me stick for not using it 
on the RSP Register website - it’s coming I promise!

Although Alastair Vines’ RSP registered H106 MOF is the prototype 
and first RSP, it has a unique VIN number and is not part of the 
sequence running through all the produced RSPs. Russ’s car 
is the first of the RSPs in the sequence of VIN numbers being 
SAXXNNAMBAD010001. As far as I can tell from the information 
I have in the RSP Register, Russ’s car is the only convertible or 
Cabriolet RSP. In the 80s Russ had his own successful business 
converting Minis into Cabriolets but he stopped converting cars in 

Roger Hunt

Russ Swift doing his stunt driving in his unique RSP convertible

Russ’s never registered RSP Cooper S convertible
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This is what an engine bay looks like when the car has done no 
more than 200 miles!

Russ’s car prior to the Cabriolet conversion

Russ doing his two wheels driving stunt at speed

1986. His convertible was a one off for Rover to assess the viability 
of producing a factory built Cabriolet in the early 90s and it was his 
last Cabriolet conversion. John Cooper Garages supplied Russ with 
an ‘S’ Pack No 003-S in February 1991 and Russ installed the highly 
rated conversion himself, locking the diff at the same time so that 
his wonderful stunts on two wheels could be achieved. This car is a 
stunning and unique RSP ‘S’ that has still only done under 200 miles, is 
unregistered and Russ tells me he won’t ever part with it and neither 
would I if I owned it.   

Roger Hunt 

Beautifully executed Cabriolet conversion achieved by Russ

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

Radford Cooper - CLW 368B

Firstly, I omitted to mention in my last 
report that Roy Russell’s car was a 
Morris, and being a late 1963 model he 
was not certain whether it was a 997cc 
or 998cc car since the engine capacity of 
Coopers was changed at some point in 
that period to 998cc.

Our editor, Paul Sulma, recently put 
me onto the discovery of an early 1965 
Cooper 1275 S which is now in the throes 
of a full restoration having spent a long 
period of time in the open air in Portugal. 
The photos of the car show it in its ‘as 
found’ condition and it was obviously in a 

poor state of repair when found. As a point of interest, it can be seen that 

Steve Burkinshaw

The Radford as found in Portugal
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clearly show the car painted red with a white roof but the car actually 
came off the factory line in Tweed grey with an Old English white 
roof. During the paint stripping it showed no evidence of any previous 
colours apart from the original factory livery. Thus, apart from the 
‘Roundtree’ Radford hatch back car from 1966, which remained in its 
factory colours of Tartan red with black roof, I am not aware of any 
other Radford built car which has not undergone a colour change. 

All the trim and components have been shelved and await strip down and 
total overhaul. However, to compliment the Tweed grey colour scheme, 
the owner will have the entire interior re-trimmed in a combination of 
light and darker grey leather similar to the factory shades from 1965. Will 
also confirmed to me that it had electric windows, leather seats and a full 
width dashboard. Despite not being Mini specialists, Motorvation’s metal 
work repairs to the car look to me to be of a very high standard. The 
work they have done on the car so far includes; a completely new floor, 
inner/outer sills, boot floor, A-panels, wings, doors and much more. The 
true extent of rot was only fully discovered until after the shell had been 
media blasted. Now etched primed I’m looking forward to paying another 
visit to Motorvation to see for myself the next stage of the rebuild of the 
car for a future coach built progress report on its restoration.

Will was pleased that I had contacted him about the car and plans to 
keep in touch with me as neither he, nor the owner, were familiar 
with Radford Minis and the various special Radford features that these 
cars had fitted, let alone where to locate any hard to find parts. And 
as the restoration progresses my input will make the job easier for 
Will too. Both he and the owner are looking forward to coming along 
to the Mini Cooper day at Beaulieu on 12th June.

Just to finish, I have one place available for a coach built car if any 
owners would like to get in touch with me as soon as possible.

Steve Burkinshaw

an early ‘square’ design right-hand tank, made by Serck, had been fitted 
to the car at some point as it was not a standard fitment back in 1965.

The background to the car is that it left the Morris distributors, 
Stewart and Ardern in Acton, North London, on 5th May1965 and 
went to Harold Radford, in Hammersmith three miles away, for a De 
Ville Grand Luxe conversion similar to that of the Paul McCartney 
Mini at the time. Its first owner registered the car to Divcon 
International of Belgrave Street, London, SW1 - a very well to do part 
of London. The current owner lives in the UK having inherited the car 
from a family member who lived in Portugal and had the car there. 

The car is now back in the UK being restored by Motorvation which 
is run and owned by Will Berrell. I was very pleased to be allowed by 
Will to see the car literally in the metal. The pre-restoration photos 

Found mostly complete with its Radford parts and feature

Original Radford dash but in poor condition

Note grill missing and some window glass

Electric Radford window present with the car

post factory installation of a Serck RHD tank
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Innocenti Register

Firstly, I must apologise for the lack 
of reports in the last two issues of 
CooperWorld. Basically, the power 
was interupted on my home PC, 
which caused it to go into the dreaded 
‘blue screen mode.’ The PC was taken 
to a local computer specialist, who 
fitted a new hard drive and reinstalled 
Windows. Unfortunately, I lost 
everything on my PC including family 
photo’s, Innocenti photo’s and a load 
of documents including a file which I 
have worked on and off over the past 
few years for a book about Innocenti 
Mini Coopers.

The majority of work was saved to a USB stick around two years 
ago, but stuff added since then has been lost. To say I was gutted is 
an understatement and hopefully anyone reading this will back up 
or save any important photo’s and documents.
Strangely enough, the people who asked why I didn’t back up or save 
my stuff themselves admitted that they hadn’t either!
It just goes to show how easy everything is lost and it’s now taught 
me to save or back up important stuff as I do it.

A couple of new cars have appeared over the last two months, but I 
am awaiting full details before I feature them in the magazine.

Various members have been tinkering with their cars over the 
winter and spring to bring them up to scratch for the show season 
ahead. David Tatterson (Tats) has refurbished and added a nice 
set of Cromodora wheels to his rather fetching Pesca (peach) 
coloured Cooper 1300 Export and made a few improvements to 
the paintwork. 

Ruth and Dave Webb have also done a few cosmetic jobs to their 
Beaulieu Cup winning Blu Scuro (dark blue) Cooper 1300 Export….
although to me it didn’t look like it needed any attention at all. 
But, being the perfectionists that they both are, the best Innocenti 
Cooper I know of gets even better.
Ruth’s car took the trophy for best car in the Cooper and Cooper 
S class at Himley Hall on the 8th May.Yet another well deserved 
trophy in the display cabinet of the Webbs home.A fantastic result 
well done yet again! 

Peter Barrett seems to be making great progress with his Blu Scuro 
German spec Cooper 1300 Export and gives me regular updates as 
and when he completes jobs on his car. I do look forward to seeing 
this one on the road, but I think it will be next season considering the 
jobs still to do.

Foster Charlton

Peter Harwood is also making good progress with his Italian spec 
Cooper 1300 Export after importing the car from Poland last year. 
As ever, the hunt for the correct spare parts seems to be the thing 
that slows a lot of people down and Peter (like the rest of us) 
continues to track down those little bits and pieces that make these 
cars so unique.

Our sexy handsome French friend Greg Cambe has been busy 
reproducing the vinyl wallet that originally contained the Use and 
maintenance handbook and assistance directory when the Cooper 
1300 Export was sold new. Trying to find one of the original 
wallets in decent condition, without rips is almost impossible these 
days, so Greg decided to reproduce the blue coloured wallet. 
If there is sufficient demand, then the earlier green wallet will 
also be reproduced. Knowing how precise Greg is, these wallets 
should be perfect. 

That’s all for this month. 

Foster Charlton

Dave (Tats) peach car with its new Cromodora wheels

Ruth’s stunning blue Innocenti Cooper

Ruth winning a trophy for the car at Himley Hall
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Mini Super Register

Recently I received a phone call from 
Andrew Wills-Collier as he had been 
reading an article on Mini Supers, in an 
old, year 2000 Mini World magazine, 
while at his dentist’s waiting room. 
Andrew had bought his first Mini in 
1965, and enjoyed the usual ‘Mini’ fun 
and adventures with the car. He had 
never forgotten it, partly because he 
had blown the engine in a spectacular 
way, but mainly because ever since its 
engine failure the Mini has been sat 
unused in his garage for the past forty 
three years! He had never considered 
the car to be anything other than just 
an old grey and white Austin Seven 

Mini but then, whilst reading the article, he realised that the Super 
features mentioned in the write-up were also present in his car. 
He managed to persuade the dentist to let him take the magazine 
home providing he returned with a later replacement. During our 
conversation I was able to confirm to a delighted Andrew that 
his car is, indeed, an Austin Super Seven. It is number sixteen of 
eighteen home-market cars built during the first week of 1962 in a 
large batch of Supers built for export. Thirteen of the eighteen cars 
were Smoke grey, the others were Surf blue.

Following the Super’s engine failure, Andrew purchased a 997 Mini 
Cooper from a friend. It wasn’t long before this car met its end in a 
crash. Andrew then had the idea of fitting the Cooper’s engine and 
gearbox into the Super. The unit was removed from the wreck but 
never fitted, though he later found out that it was a Riley Kestrel 
1275 engine and gearbox. There in Andrew’s garage, the engine and 
gearbox, together with the Super, remained for forty three years.

Recently, Andrew removed the Super from its resting place and 
carried out an appraisal. Although quite original, the Super was well 
used and had rust in all the usual places. A decision was made to 
have the car fully restored, to original but with disc front brakes and 
the 1275 engine and gearbox from the Riley Kestrel. To make the 
car even more special the engine is being re-built by Nick Swift to 
1430cc fast-road specification. When restoration of the car has been 
completed I hope to write a full report on it. 

A car I mentioned a couple of years ago which had been for sale 
on ebay is re-available again on ebay. It is a completely made-up 
car with an earlier shell, Mk2 interior and with no Super parts on 
it whatsoever apart from the chassis number. To be fair, it is not 
advertised as a Super, just as a 1962 Mini.

Looking at an Austin Healey recently, it occurred to me how similar 
its oval dash panel is to that of the Super/Cooper. The oval dash 
on the Healey was a feature introduced with the 100/six in 1956, 
remaining the same design on the 3000, 3000 Mk11 and Mk11A, but 
changing with the introduction of the MK111 in October 1963. The 
similarity is not only in the oval shape of the dash panel but that on 
both the Healey and Super/Cooper (see photos), the dash is edged 
with a silver finisher. I cannot think of another BMC car which had this 
style of dash. Looking at the Healey it is frustrating to see how easy it 
would have been for BMC to fit a rev-counter to the Mini!

Kristian Jorgensen recently posted on the Mk1 Super website, a 
lovely photo taken in 1965, of a Morris Super then owned by his 
father, pictured in Hong Kong. It is unlikely this car still survives or 
any Supers for that matter in Hong Kong since very few cars were 
imported and only during the months of April to October 1962.

At the time of writing I have two Supers for display at the Beaulieu 
meeting on Sunday 12th June. There are three places available for 
the official display; each driver receives a free entry ticket. Please do 
contact me as soon as possible if you want the remaining ticket, if 
it has not already been taken. In addition to the official display Tony 
Salter has agreed to allow us an area outside of the arena but close 

Garry Dickens

by, to park all other Supers together. As I mentioned last month, it 
would be good to have an impressively large group of cars in any 
condition from immaculate examples to restoration projects on a 
trailer are all welcome.

Finally, my usual request: if you own, have owned or know of a Super, 
have any stories involving one, then please do let me know, even if 
the car no longer exists.

Garry Dickens

Mini Super Dash board

Austin Healey Dash board looking familiar

1275GT Register

Being part of the classic Mini world has 
always been as much about the people 
and characters as it is about our little cars 
and my good friend Alan Pavier embodies 
that principle perfectly. Alan’s Mini owning 
life stretches right back to 1965 when his 
first 850 Mini came into his possession. 
His first car, bought new at age 19!

Following that first taste of Mini 
motoring Alan decided that a new 998 
Cooper was next on the list and it had 
to be the Austin version as, in Alan’s 
opinion, it had the best boot badge. 
However, having placed his order for 
his new car in May 1967 he found the 
insurance for a 21 year old was going to 

Alan Clark
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be an issue. An eventual quote of £50 and 10 shillings was negotiated, 
but Alan had the frustration of waiting until his 2 first years of driving 
were up and he could call upon his two years no claims bonus.

What followed then was in Alan’s words, “the best motoring time of 
my life”, and who could argue; at age 21 in a new Cooper in 1967 
Alan was king of the road for 4 years, with nothing to care about 
except petrol and tyres! Sadly though reality came knocking when the 
prospect of home ownership appeared on the horizon and JHO 459E 
had to go to finance a deposit with the balance of funds being spent 
on a Minivan. Alan often wonders where that Cooper ended up, 
anyone out there know what happened to it?

Heading into the 1970s, still with the Mini bug, Alan acquired one 
of his current collection, DMA 248N, his Tahiti Blue 1275GT. First 
registered in Sept 1974, and costing then £1,292 which included the 
£18.20 extra charge for seatbelts. Only three and a half years old 
when Alan’s ownership of the car began, a smart GT was a partial 
consolation for the passing of Alan’s Cooper, but knowing that those 
early BL years were not the best of Mini production Alan did well to 
get six years driving from DMA, before time and rust took its toll and 
it was time for its retirement pending a ‘tidy up’ when funds allowed.

That tidy up commenced in Oct 1986 but, as with most of these 
exercises, turned into a full restoration and 14 months of weekends 
and evenings later, Alan’s GT returned to the road ready to join the 
burgeoning Mini show scene. Later in 1989 a fresh Gold Seal engine 
completed the rescue.

In 1990 with my newly finished GT on the road, I first encountered 
Alan at the Bristol Mini club show at Lydiard Park. As we followed each 
other into the show ground the eager organisers ushered us into the 
concours display, assuring us that our GTs were worthy of judgment. 
A first prize for Alan and a second prize for myself, showed this to be 
a good move, and we began our regular show meetings throughout 
the 90s picking up many more awards along the way. Sadly, as our cars 

began to deteriorate over the years, mine being a daily driver at that 
time, our meetings dwindled away and I lost contact with Alan.

Moving on to 2010 when I was able to bring my GT back from its semi-
retirement, a last minute decision to show up at a local classic show in 
Newbury resulted in Alan spotting my car on the showground and guessing 
it was still in my ownership. Meeting Alan again and finding he still had his 
GT too, kick started our interest and we recommenced our program of 
events and meetings as if those 15 missing years had never happened.

Alan’s GT had its latest rework in 2012 where he decided to bring 
it back as close to standard as he could. Removing the arch spats, 
refreshing the paint and adding the finishing touch with gold GT 
stripes and, like many of us who saved our cars from the scrap yard 
nearly 30 years ago, he has ended up with something of real rarity 
and value. If you come across Alan at an event you can be sure he will 
be only too happy to share his stories and knowledge from 50 years 
of Mini motoring and ownership.

Alan’s ‘67 Cooper JHO 459E - where did it go?

Alan’s GT  DMA 248N undergoing restoration in 1986

Finished Shell ready to unite with the front subframe

1990 first event and 1st prize awarded

Underside repairs progressing - note none PC period workshop 
wall decoration
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Here’s to a great season of events and miles in our Minis, and a 
reminder for anyone who wants to join me for a GT display at the 
Cranleigh Lions show on 14th of August. Just drop me an email on 
1275gt@minicooper.org and I will see if we can get a stand.

Lastly, for any GT owners who are interested in displaying their car at 
the Classic Motor Show at the NEC during11th and 13th November, 
Justin Ridyard would be interested to hear from you. The event 
would involve staging your car at the NEC for two days, email Justin 
on events@minicooper.org. if you are interested.

Alan Clark

All important original steering wheel and period push button radio 

Car and owner still in good nick 38 years on

Serial car collector Alan’s full complement, Frog Eye Sprite Riley Elf 
and 1275GT

Modern MINI Cooper Register

The good news for me is that the race 
season has started and the MINI Challenge 
has 30 F56 JCWs on the grid with Charlie 
Butler-Henderson as a Works Driver for 
MINI UK. You can read about the season 
opener in my race report.

Anyway, as you read this I guess you 
will all be packed and ready to attend 
this year’s MINI day at Beaulieu, car 
all polished and waxed – it’s THE 
major event of the year. I too will be 
attending as there are no clashes with 
the MINI Challenge race series.  I 
would love to meet as many of you 
as possible - I am a rather large bloke, 

the wrong side of 60, normally dressed in black, and I will be hanging 
around the Modern MINIs and also the Ex Works Register, where, 
hopefully, my big brother will have BJB 44B at the show. 
 
In respect of my register display I was a little bit overrun with requests to 
show R53s but I only had space for one on my stand as I wanted to show 
the full spread of MINIs. The selected cars for the display at Beaulieu will 
be; Graham Robinson’s car registered F56 JCW, this along with my R56 
and Rick Payne’s R53- one of each incarnation of the Modern MINI. So, 
thanks to all who applied but were not successful, maybe next year!

I have had a fair number of emails regarding MINI things, be they belt 
issues, Mini v MINI, where can I get an Oranjie spoiler from (Ollie 
Mortimer in Scotland has taken Oranjie over in the UK) etc. I do subscribe 
to nearly every magazine that covers the MINI, and that fact, along with 
access to most of the MINI forums, gives the MCR a great resource of 
Modern MINI knowledge. To me, that is what the MCR should be. I do 
also love Classic Minis to bits and they will always have a place in my heart.

I received the following email from Malcolm Francis:
“I thought I might add something to my colleague Nick Stansmore’s email 
to you which was published in the May issue. He and I look after the Wilts 
and Dorset Region's activities, Nick being the Dorset part, and me being 
the Wiltshire part. I have owned a 1971 Cooper S since June 2012 and a 
BMW MINI Clubman from December 2012 to 2016. I have now replaced 
the Clubman with a new MINI Cooper 3 door hatch and have to say that 
the engine is a great improvement over the Clubman even though it is only 
a 3 cylinder one and with less cc than previously. And with the radio turned 
down it even sounds good under acceleration. Within our Wilts and Dorset 
membership (which is still small) we now have 5 BMW MINI owners (some 
of whom also own classics). We are very welcoming to any Mini/MINI 
owner and would like to think that we are a very inclusive region.”

My 2016 Cooper, which is shown next to my 1989 Racing green (OK, OK 
it’s not a Cooper), has a 1330 cc engine prepared by Steve Harris (Harris 
Engineering) and, with 86 bhp at the wheels, is being used in the DEWS 
speed series this season. The purpose of the above photo was to show 
British Racing green/black colour co-ordination, in which case I am afraid 
my 1971 Cooper S wasn’t included in the shot.

Keep up the good work Malcolm and hopefully younger owners of 
older BMW MINI will get more involved soon.

David Young
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Philip Splett sent me some cuttings from British Car magazine dated 
October 2002, an American publication so do excuse the spelling!

I am sure Graham Robson will be pleased with this review, from the 
same magazine.

From Autoweek January 2003.

These all bring memories flooding back to me when the ‘New’MINI 
was launched, 15 years ago - they really handled like a Go-Karts and 
went round corners like they were glued to the road. Now however, 
no longer a new car but certainly the next generation of cars are still 
coming out of Oxford as BMW continue to invest in the UK at both 
the Hams Hall and Cowley plants.

Finally, Graham Robinson has written to me of his not so little MINI 
adventure, and Graham’s MINI Adventure starts here in his own words:

F56 MINI John Cooper Works J6 LBL

“I have been trying to buy a factory MINI John Cooper Works for a 
very long time. I have shied away from them primarily because of the 
black coloured headlining. I have, on numerous occasions, enquired 
about ordering a MINI JCW with Anthracite grey coloured headlining 
but every time the answer has been a definite “No!”  So, back in 
2011 I looked around for an alternative car which culminated in the 
purchase of an iconic Italian sporty hatch in 2012. The ironic thing 
was it had a black headlining albeit with a large glass sunroof.  Strange 
you may think considering I did not buy a JCW because of the black 
headlining.  Well, there was no choice with the Italian sporty hatch - 
it only came with the black headlining.

By the time the F56 JCW was announced, I had lived with a black 
headlining for about 18 months so I was beginning to get used to 
it.  So, I seriously considered the new JCW and, credit to the sales 
team at my local MINI dealership, they kept me informed when any 
news of when the new car would be available.  Just before Christmas 
2014 I was advised that the order book for F56 JCWs would be open 
in early January and they would advise me when, in the new year. 
The day came and the order was placed with very little information 
about the car other than what I had read in the Motoring press over 
the previous year.  I ordered a manual which seemed to confuse the 
system because the first batch of production cars was to be fitted 
with 6 speed Sportsmatic transmissions. It came with Anthracite 
headlining, yes, which I was willing to try having lived with one for 
nearly 2½ years previous.  The months went by with no news of 
a build or delivery date. When the demonstrator arrived at the 
dealership I was invited along to preview the car and I have to say, I 
was not pleased with what I saw. My initial thoughts were it sat too 
high and the tyres were not big enough for the wheels.  It needed 



225mm wide tyres minimum and preferably 235mm instead of the 
205mm fitted.  So not a good start!  I have to say the test drive was 
enjoyable, although I did not do the driving. I have never driven an 
automatic so left the driving to the sales rep.

I was advised that my car would be delivered to the dealership in 
late June, just in time to take it to the Mini Festival at Brands Hatch, 
which was a very enjoyable day out courtesy of the MINI dealership.  
And then life began with my MINI JCW, J6 LBL and it’s been OK, but 
not great. My biggest mistake was not to test drive an F56 MINI.  If 
I had done, I doubt I would have bought any F56 MINI.  The speedo 
and rev counter are too small and cluttered. Something I cannot 
understand when MINI used to praise the virtues of having a larger 
rev counter on the steering column.  And to top it all, the rev counter 
in the head-up display does not have any numbers on the graduation. 
You would have thought with today’s technology the central display 
could be configured as a large speedo rather than displaying radio 
stations.  The omission of a centrally placed interior light makes the 
interior very dark in the winter months especially with an all-black 
interior. It beggars the question, why does the 5 door version warrant 
one and not the 3 door hatch? 

At the business end, driving it is very quick. Handling is good although 
I have not noticed the difference the variable dampers make when 
in ‘Sports’ mode.  The exhaust note is nothing to write home about 
although there is the option to fit the JCW Bluetooth Sports exhaust.  

In summary, the car is, as I have said earlier OK, but not what I had 
hoped it would be. The headlining is a problem for me especially as 
we still have an R56 Cooper ‘S’ ‘Works’ with a grey headlining. Of the 
two, I prefer the R56 to the F56 in just about all aspects. Strange you 
may think when you have the most powerful MINI in production.  

Thanks for your article Graham. I must say when I had a test drive, 
around Brands Hatch, I came to the same conclusion you did, that 
the R56 is a better car. Maybe the new Challenge JCW with a limited 
slip differential, Nitron suspension and that exhaust will be better - 
although I somehow doubt that and £30,000 for a MINI? 

David Young
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Derbyshire &           
  Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Monday of 
the Month

Bluebell Inn (A 515) DE6 1NH Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

  Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

Woolpack Hotel, Market Place, Brigg, North Lincolnshire. 
(Car parking at the rear)

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049 0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 10th April  
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

  Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Black Tiles, Martlesham Heath IP12 4SP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn  Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch BH23 7BQ on the second Wednesday in 
March, May, July, September and November at 8:00 pm;
And at Redlynch Sports and Social Club, Woodfalls Cross, 
The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN on the second 
Wednesday 8:00pm in February, April, June, December and 
Thursday 13th October (skittles evening)

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

REGION

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Kent region

Hi from Kent! 

Don’t forget that the Ham Sandwich Run this year takes place on the 21st August. Please contact us ASAP to book your space on this year’s run if you 
haven’t already done so. We will limit the event to 40 cars so get in quick. Members from all regions are welcome on a first come first served basis!

At the Brands Hatch Mini Festival, this year on the weekend of Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th July 2016, we will have a club stand on the Sunday only; 
buy your tickets from http://brandshatch.mini-festival.co.uk/. The discount code is MCR on the website. All members are welcome so please drop 
us a line if you would like to join us so we can keep an eye on numbers.

We have now completed the second recce for this year’s Champagne Run; although it’s a long drive the route should give a mix of views, a good drive 
and the practicality of eating the miles in the given time. We are really looking forward to this as I’m sure the teams are. We will, of course, be taking in 
the old circuit at Reims, and we hope to be meeting up with the Reims Mini Club on the Sunday. A full report on the run with lots of photos to follow in 
a couple of months.

Events for 2016
12th June - MCR, National Mini Cooper Day – Beaulieu. Kent Stand
2nd – 3rd July – KENT EVENT - Champagne Run, Voyage Région de 
Kent à la France
16th & 17th July - Brands Hatch Mini Festival 
31st  July – Region Summer get together and picnic. Bearsted Green 
Classic Car Show for Kent Air Ambulance*
21st August – KENT EVENT - The Ham Sandwich Run 

Venue for Monthly Meetings 2016
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent 
ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month next meeting being 8th June. 
See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard 
Tel: 01304 330715 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Lincolnshire Region

We had a fantastic turn out for our first monthly meeting 
night with both existing members and prospective 
members alike, who braved the dull spring weather to 
be there. We even had quite a few local residents come 
along to see the cars and enjoy the live soul music played 
by the brilliant River City Souls band, who played tracks 

from their new album for 
us. This had been organized 
by our fantastic hosts the 
landlord and landlady Mike 
and Netty who really have 
made the club feel very welcome at the Woolpack Hotel. We also had the members of the Yorkshire 
Region attend as they travelled across the border to show their support for our region.

We also held our first landlord’s car choice competition on the night with massive congratulations again to the winners. 

The first prize of a year’s membership to the Mini Cooper Register went to James Conner with his beautiful 
Paddy Hopkirk tribute 1990 Mini Mayfair. Paddy also test drove James’s Mini last year and autographed it for him 

REGIONAL REPORTS
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in a number of places. Second place went to Bill Hatfield with his classic Cooper, and third 
place to Robert Slater for his BMW MINI Roadster Cooper S.

The middle of April saw a large number of the regions members attend the Lincoln Big Mini Day, which is a fantastic annual event, held along 
the pedestrianised high street of the city centre. Mini owners had travelled far and wide to be there with over 200 Minis of all ages with 
nearly every variant model represented. Everyone had a brilliant day and this is defiantly an 
event for next years’ calendar.

We have a number of events lined up now for 
the summer, so if you live in the Lincolnshire and 
Humber Region, please feel free to get in touch 
and come along.

Events for June
Thursday 2nd Social Evening, 7.30pm, Woolpack 
Hotel, Brigg. 

Events for July
Thursday 2nd Social Evening, 7.30pm, Woolpack 
Hotel, Brigg. 
Saturday 9th Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage 
Centre, 
Rover, MG, BMC Day (club Stand), £7per pre-
booked car. 
Please contact Chris Smith (Region Co-
ordinator) for an entry form.

Chris Smith 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk    

Mid Staffs Region

For Drive it Day this year, the Mid Staffs Region had a 68 mile scenic run around Staffordshire with a mid-way stop at the National Brewery Centre 
in Burton upon Trent. Nineteen cars took part on the day, as one was a non-starter after the owner went down with the flu just 24 hours earlier. A 
cold wind blighted the otherwise sunny morning, as people gathered at the George and Dragon for the 10:30 start, and a 31 mile route of mostly 
B roads and country lanes ahead to the Brewery Centre, being the old Bass Brewery site. It is now part of Molson Coors the sixth largest brewing 
group in the world. After enjoying a splendid Sunday roast dinner, most people opted for a private guided tour of the museum, led by ‘local girl’ 
Nikki, who focused on the social history of brewing in Burton upon Trent. At one time over 12,000 people were employed at the Bass brewery, just 
one of several in the town, and every trade needed for the running of a brewery were employed on site, from apron makers to farriers, coopers 
to brewers. The site also had an extensive railway network which connected the Burton breweries into the Derby main line. A lot of everyday 
phrases originate in Burton and the brewing trade. For example, ‘Gone for a Burton’ originates from the days when farm labourers in Norfolk 
found themselves unemployed after the barley harvest, so travelled to Burton to work in the maltings, which dried and germinated the grain ready 
for mashing, an early stage of brewing. When asked ‘Where’s Jonny gone?’ his mother would reply ‘Gone for a Burton’. Working in the maltings 
was one of the worst jobs in a brewery before suitable machinery was invented, and entailed continuously turning the grain with shovels in 40˚C 
temperatures, their reward being a few pence a week and a lot of beer! In fact, until just a few years ago, and, as a result of health and safety, 
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drinking beer at work was one of the perks of the job, and as much as 12 pints a day were 
consumed by the workers during a working day of around 12 hours. The beer allowance 
was based on‘session’ ale which had an ABV of only 3%! There have also been a couple of 
well-known spin offs from the brewing in Burton – Marmite and Bovril. Additionally, Branston 
Pickle was invented in the Burton suburb of Branston.
 
The guided tour included a visit to the stables to meet Gandalf and Jed, the only two Shire 
horses now on the site, whose duties comprise of pulling a Dray in parades and shows and 
a bridal carriage. Gandalf was the largest measuring over 16 hands, but a fraction of the 
22 hands of the largest ever Shire, whose head would have been around 12 feet from the 
ground. In another building was a large compound stationary steam engine, in full steam, 
which was used to drive machinery throughout the site. It was not original to Burton, but 
was one of two Robey engines used at the Bass Sleaford Maltings in Lincolnshire, and was 
moved to Burton a few years ago and subsequently brought back into steam condition. The 
tour rounded off with tour of brewery memorabilia, and a free tasting in the bar, with just 
1/3 pint for drivers!

The run back to the George and Dragon was slightly longer at 37 miles and passed through the villages and countryside to the north of the 
modern A50 dual carriageway. However, from early afternoon, the sunshine had given way to rain and sleet showers so the drive back was 
not so enjoyable.

Mini interest came from Nick and Lynne Hunter (Mk2 Cooper S), Colin and Margaret Armit (Rover Mini Cooper), Ian and Carole Potter (Minivan), 
Dick Robinson and David Griffin (Mini 1000) and a special mention must go to Jason Copestick and Richard Moss (Mini Cooper Mpi) who came all 
the way from Argyle!  There should be some pictures from the day showing the Minis and general scenes from the day.

Turning now to future events. The regular monthly meeting on June 6th will be the annual informal concours where people vote for the car they 
would most like to take home with them. There will be a bottle of something for the winners. However, this might get postponed if yet another 
lead for a talk on tyres comes to fruition!

July 4th will be our anniversary BBQ, and hopefully we can get a number of American cars along to help celebrate Independence Day.

August 1st will either be the informal concours, or the tyre talk – fingers crossed!

Saturday August 13th is the date for our annual tour, which this year explores areas of the Staffordshire Moorlands and The Peak District, with 
a touch of Cheshire thrown in. Details will have been circulated to people on the Region's email list and previous entrants of the Autumn Tours. 
They will also be posted on the MCR Forum under Regions – Mid Staffs Region. It would be nice to see friends from adjoining regions for this well 
respected tour!

That’s all for this month, but remember, all Minis and MINIs are equally welcome at Mid Staffs Region meetings, which start at 7.30pm at the George 
and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone ST15 0PX.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell@btinternet.com
01785 760211    

Scottish Region

Lots going on north of the border whilst we eagerly wait 
for spring to arrive (it’s already 2 months late), with 
several members busily working through projects.  David 
Dyson is making good progress with his American Mini 
‘Abe’,  Kevin Docherty’s HNH - privateer rally car - is 
now getting its wiring loom fitted and further assembly 
by Simon Drew at The Mini Works; Barry Warters car 
should be on the road soon as well as Simon is finishing 
up wiring, trim and interior fittings now. Mike Hyrons 
is near to completing LBL 666D; we eagerly wait to see 
that on the road!

REGIONAL REPORTS
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A number of MCR members made it to our 10th April MCR meeting. Some Minis 
turned up too... it was a red only affair! (See photo). New member David Stuart 
brought his very tidy RSP. Bit of a celebrity car this one, as you can see it pictured here 
with John Cooper in 1999 after it won 1st place in Rover Cooper Class in the 1999 
London to Brighton run. 

Besides project catch up, we discussed our upcoming events for the year. We have 
lots of show forms to fill in, so please make sure you contact me to reserve your 
space!  Just a reminder of our 2016 Scottish events:

2016 Scottish Regional events list

Patricia and Ben Webb

Suffolk Region

Steve and Sandra Burch’s April Mystery Run was kept fairly local 
after last month’s marathon, using quick windy roads through the 
East Suffolk coastal scenery. One interesting section was a 2.5 miles 
run through the Tunstall Forest, with its undulating roads and fast 
bends - luckily no deer in sight! The photo call was on Orford quay, 
which is a small fishing and yachting centre. Within one minute of 
parking on the quay, the Harbour Master was there telling us we 
could not park there!  It is a working quay!! Undeterred, photos 
were taken and then we went round the corner for coffee. 

Following this stop, we set off back through Rendlesham Forest 
through the town of Woodbridge, the sight and sound of the 
Mini Coopers as usual on these Sunday runs, turning onlookers’ 

heads as we drove through. Finally, again driving through country roads, we finished the route at the viewing point of Felixstowe docks, for a late lunch 
stop, and, after watching a massive containership leave its berth, bound for a far off destination, we headed home going our separate ways.

Dates for your diary are:
Sunday 12th June Beaulieu;
Wednesday 15th June Heritage Factory visit;
Sunday August 7th Helmingham Hall Classic and Sports Cars Show.

Also remember our monthly meetings on the 1st of the month details of which are in the events calendar elsewhere in the magazine. We welcome 
all new members to come along too.

Ian MacPherson

Wiltshire & Dorset Region

Do you leave the knobs on?

On Saturday 30th April, we had a splendid turnout of fifteen Minis of various shapes and 
sizes representing the Wilts and Dorset Region of the Mini Cooper Register for a display at 
the Downton DEWS Classic and Custom Show.

Not only were the regular supporters of the Wilts and Dorset Region present, but we 
welcomed others from adjoining regions and their involvement was much appreciated. This 
is the fourth year we have had a stand at this excellent show, and each time our numbers 
have increased. Perhaps we can celebrate five years next year with 20+ cars. Details of the 

Event: MCR Scotland Breakfast Run & Meeting 
Date: 26 June 
Location: Start: Powmill Milk Bar (near Dollar) 9 AM.   
Finish: Murrayshall Hotel, Scone, Perth 12:30 PM. 
Details: Open to all marques of Minis.  There will be a 
meeting at 12:30 at Murrayshall Hotel for those that just 
want to attend a meeting and not the run. 
Contact: Patricia 07834 081 667  
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Wheels of Yesteryear 
Date: 3 July 
Club stand: No 
Location: Start: Newtongrange Mining Museum to 
Lenoxlowe House via Glenkinchie Distillery. 
Details: Rally and concours.  Open to all marques of minis. 
Website and Registration: http://www.wheelsofyesteryear.
org.uk/

Event: Glamis Castle Vintage Vehicle 
Extravaganza 
Club stand:  Yes 
Date: 9 and 10 July  
Location: Bridge of Allan 
Details: Glamis Castle, Forfar, Angus. Details:  Largest static 
show in Scotland for classic cars and minis.  Autojumble, 
Rally, static show and concours.  Open to all MCR members 
and marques of Minis.  Attendance can be one or both days.  
Website: http://www.glamis-castle.co.uk/events.cfm 
Contact:  Patricia 07834 081 667  
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Biggar Rally 
Club stand:  No 
Date: 14 August TBC 
Location: Biggar 
Details: Rally, static car show, concours and autojumble.  Pre 
1973 registered minis only. Camping also available. 
Website and Registration: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally

Event: Bo’ness Hillclimb Revival 
Club stand:  Yes 
Date: 3/4 September (although we are targeting Sunday 4 
September)  
Location: Bo’ness Circuit, Kinneil House 
Details: Historic hillclimb, static car show, concours.  
Open to all marques of minis.  Website: http://www.
bonesshillclimb.org.uk/ 
Contact:  Patricia 07834 081 667  
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Scottish MCR Club Meeting 2016 
Date: 26 November, 11 AM 
Location: The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel, 
Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX  
Details: Meeting at 11 AM. 
Contact: Patricia 07834 081 667  
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk  

Minis on Orford Quay
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show are always published in the Events page of CooperWorld and it would be great to have more response from others to swell the ranks.
This year, as well as two BMW MINIS, we had a variety of Coopers dating from the early 1960s to a John Cooper S Works first registered in 2001 (the 
last of the classics). Of particular note were the two Cooper Monte Carlos, one red and one black, with almost nearly consecutive registration numbers 
– and both with WOW registration suffix letters to boot.

Of special mention (although all cars present were special in their own way) were:

• Bernard Twist with his immaculately rebuilt 8 port 1275 GT in Bedouin. Unfortunately, I forgot to take a photo of it but it will be at Coopers at 
Combe in August and is well worth an admiring inspection. We are led to understand that the engine does actually run, although at Downton it 
misbehaved, and we only had a fleeting impression of all four cylinders doing something. Fortunately, Bernard had trailered it to the show!

• Everett Jones and his Abingdon Cooper S. Just look at the size of the petrol tank. He said he filled it up on the way to Downton and it cost £90. 
I am surprised that the experts from the Register are not swarming all over Everett and his car, but we are happy to have him in our social group 
and listen to tales of many things.

• Clive Brooks and his very rare Downton Club Sport, a newly completed project and what a looker (the car, don’t get excited Clive). Apparently 
only five of these were produced and the internal and external spec. is just amazing. A real credit to Clive.

All in all a very pleasant day with the weather being relatively kind, although it did get colder in the afternoon with a very brief shower. I lost count of 
the number of sausage baps consumed by Owen Tyson, but we were up to two or three quite early in the morning.

This show is always very well organised and attended, this year there were nearly 200 cars on display and about 30 motorcycles. Minis were well 
represented by other clubs as well as ours, including Wessex Minis and Southampton and Portsmouth. Strangely, none of the other Mini clubs 
present had any BMW MINIS amongst their numbers.

We in the Wilts and Dorset are strong supporters of the need to expand interest in Coopers to include BMW MINIS – early examples are totally 
affordable and can probably offer as much opportunity to fiddle and fettle as a classic costing five times as much. Let’s all put our backs in to 
attracting more of these owners into the organisation.

Our forthcoming events over the next few months are Beaulieu on 12th June, Gurston Down Hill Climb during July 23/24th, Breamore Classic Car 
Show on the 14th August and Coopers at Castle Combe on the 20th August.

Please check the Regional meeting details for our monthly gatherings which are alternately at Redlynch, or Avon near Christchurch. And if you want 
to join in the fun on any of the events please contact me (malcsmf@btinternet.com) or Nick Stansmore (nickstansmore@live.co.uk)

We look forward to hearing from you or meeting you soon.        
   
P.S. The reference to knobs? A useful thought for those borrowing the larger MCR Gazebo!

Malcolm Francis

Worcestershire Region

Mini Cooper Worcester Region/Mercia Minis were at the Country Fair Brecon School. The day started nice but chilly and by lunch time the weather 
turned to heavy rain.

Mick Rowley

Nice venue and event to meet at if not the weather!

REGIONAL REPORTS
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The business end Everett Jones Cooper S Downton Club Sports - a rarity indeed

Good turnout of regional members despite rain later
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

1971 Mini 1000 only 2 previous owners with genuine 56k miles – all Mot 
Certificates from the first in 1974 to current! Original engine but with 
unleaded head fitted. Completely restored (fully photographed at each 
stage) and re-paint in original Glacier white by Minimine of Stoke in 2013. 
Cooper ‘S’ disc brakes and servo recently fitted but all original drum 
brakes etc included in the sale if you wish. New clutch assembly recently 
fitted again by Minimine. Minilife wheels with Yoko 008’s. Original Navy 
blue interior - seats and trim etc in excellent condition. Included in this 
sale could be 4 x 3.5” ‘S’ Wheels, Mk2 ‘S’ Gearbox – Keith Calver rebuild 
but never used, and also an MG Metro 1275cc engine, with original 
unleaded head (1989 model . Full current MoT. £8,480 ono complete, or 
negotiable without the extras. Richard Robinson, email <  robinson_r11@
sky.com  >. Tel: 01270 589882. Cheshire

1969 Mk 2 Cooper S in Island blue/Snowberry white. Present owner 
35 years. Regrettably, I personally need more new parts than the car 
so it has to find a new home. It is well known within the club and is a 
veteran of many Minis2 events. Looks like a genuine Mk 2 ‘S’ should 
and runs superbly. Anyone SERIOUSLY interested in acquiring the 
car should e-mail alanbooth1@talktalk.net or telephone 01425 
652605 for further details. The car will be available to view at 
Beaulieu (Wilts & Dorset Stand). No time wasters please.

Parts for sale

Brian James Trailer – Minno model . 11” bed length x 5’5” bed width. 
Absolutely ideal for your Mini! This model has the tilting tow bar, such 
that it can be turned through 90deg, and thus easily fit into a standard 
garage. Full tyre rack fitted. Last used for the MCR Castle Combe Track 
Day August 2015. £1,275. Richard Robinson email  robinson_r11@sky.
com  . Tel: 01270 589882.Cheshire
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