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Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Comprehensive range of 
road/rally/race gearbox parts 
including 5 speed gearbox & 
Evolution diffs. Only RHP and 
top quality bearings stocked. 
No cheap imports that fall apart!
Original market leading Evo crosspin diff 
The best available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Competition baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . . . . . .£23.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone springs on the market made
from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.70
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

Cooper S Distributor

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for
economy and performance similar to MK3 S

curves. Fitted with quickfit points and uprated
rotor arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £58.50
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion 
kits!   All the best quality distributors and 
parts stocked for road and race

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

From brand new forgings, 
nitrided EN40B crank with large counter balanced webs

and bored holes for the big ends which reduces the re-
ciprocating weight of the crankshaft and does not ne-
cessitate drilling through the counterbalance webs.
Forgings are known to be stronger than billets as the
grain pattern follows the shape of the webs and bearings
whereas the billet type is machined across the grain.

For 1275cc blocks and made in 81.3mm and 86mm
stroke. .(bare forging only £576.00) crank £1897.92

Forged Cranks

New!

£40.69

Bumper and Brightwork

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £68.44
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £33.60
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £24.00
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.42
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.20
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

NEW!

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Close
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Mail Order - 01 707 607700 Mail Order also available direct from Harrogate Branch Call 01 423 881800 to order 

minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com 
website for pictures, downloads,
catalogues, current prices &
special deals

Mobile & tablet friendly

Body, Mechanical & Trim

CATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 

our AKM2 catalogue. 

Completely re-written 

to include all models 

from 1959-2000.

Now 219 fully 

illustrated pages.

If you've got a Mini 

you need an AKM2 which has received rave reviews.

mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

£23.04
or

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

Lightweight Large 
Impeller Water Pump 
-  with Three Year Guarantee
GWP134EVO, GWP187EVO & GWP188EVO £18.90
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1947.89
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2340.00

We stock all standard and performance parts
1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . exchange £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps from £15.83 CNC race type from £112.50
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £55.38
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . £32.18
Fast road/rally C-AHT595 180mm . . . . . . . . £63.28
AP Racing fast road/rally clutch plate 180mm . £88.78
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £88.78
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £12.30
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355 . . . . . . . . . £29.99
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

Clutches & Flywheels

£55.20

Scan the QR codes to see the full

range on your tablet ot smart phone

Engines:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gaskets:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Suspension:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Exhausts:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Brightwork:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Steering:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Drivetrain:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Electrics:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gearboxes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Each

£4.20
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

April magazine – 1st March
May magazine – 1st April
June magazine – 1st May

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H)

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, Huddersfield, W. 
Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
russell.earnshaw@adp-architects.com 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539 
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street,  
Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
barbaraalexander945@btinternet.com 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering, Northamptonshire, 
NN14 3DZ    
0118 9423778 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE  
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
stevebee49@live.co.uk
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
daviddavies15@sky.com
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019 
gingerfoss@hotmail.com
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
dickens.garry@gmail.com  
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE    
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
New MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW  
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org forum.minicooper.org 

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

4 | www.minicooper.org

Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb 
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH 
07834 081697 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Ken Hunter 01344 772446 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary 

DVLA V765 Contact 
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
email - v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
I am pleased to start this month’s 

editorial with some good news in 
that we have made two appointments 
to the club. The first appointment is 
that of the new Webmaster and the 
member who has stepped up and 
volunteered themselves for this role 
is Mike Bennett. So, I would just like 
welcome Mike and thank him for 
taking on this important position. 
Then the second appointment is 
technically a new position in that it 
relates to the incorporation of the 

RSP Cooper Register within the MCR and I am pleased to say 
that Roger Hunt will continue his good work as its registrar. So, 
welcome on board Roger and I look forward to working with you 
in the months and years to come. You will find Roger’s first report 
in the Registers section of the magazine of course, so do have a 
read of it by way of an introduction to Roger and his current fleet 
of RSP cars.

Moving on to what’s in store for you in this issue of CooperWorld,  
we have a couple of articles on competitive rallies, one covering a 
rally I had never picked up on before called the Winter Mini Rally. 
Perhaps the reason I was not aware of it is because it takes place 
in Switzerland. It’s not really a country I would ever particularly 
associate as being any sort of a mecca for rallying enthusiasts but it 
clearly has people interested in the sport at ‘Mini’ level if nothing 
else as the title of the article suggests. It’s an interesting insight 
into the rallying experience in a Mini and I would recommend 
you read this article if you have ever contemplated doing a bit of 
competitive rallying in your car for some sound advice based on 
someone else’s experience.

Carrying on with the theme of rallying, do read Cliff Porter’s 
article on the HRCR’s open day which was held at the newly 
refurbished and now newly renamed British Motor Museum at 
Gaydon. It was an event I was hoping to attend but in the end was 
not able to and so, I for one, was pleased that Cliff had made the 
effort to attend and submit an article on it for those who could 
not make the day themselves. Having gone to the open day he 
was fortunate to have had the opportunity to see and photograph 
one of the Ex-Works Minis I have never seen in the metal before, 
namely GRX 55D. So I missed out there sadly!

Then I would direct you to read a fascinating article from 
Damien Lescroart about ten silver painted Austin Mini Coopers 
which were given away in the 1960s amongst other prize cars 
as part of a very unusual treasure hunt organised by Gillette 
and the Daily Mirror newspaper at the time. Damien is also the 
current owner of one of the surviving Minis and recounts its 
history from how the car was won by the first lucky owner to 
how he came to own the car today. 

Finally, just a reminder to all our contributors to CooperWorld 
to please send me your articles by the copy date which is 
usually the first of each month. But do check the dates listed 
on page three of the magazine just in case the copy date has 
been changed. 

Many thanks.

Paul Sulma 

Saturday April 30th 2016
I have registered the MCR to attend on the Saturday only 
and hopefully in our usual place on the infield near to the 
start and finish line.

I have been given a special code which is unique and only 
available from me which unlocks big discounts when booking 
tickets for this event, i.e. two tickets for the price of one.

The event gets bigger every year and is well worth 
going to as you can admire the racing machinery at close 
quarters in the paddocks, and then watch them compete 
on the magnificent Donington circuit.

So, if you wish to attend then please contact me via 
email on jfilor@talktalk.net giving me your membership 
number and car details. Or phone me on 01664 566614 
and if I’m not in leave a message on the answer machine 
and I will get back to you.

Thank you.
Jerry Filor

Donington 
Historic Festival



Rover Cooper, it was Rover who decided that the time was right 
to produce a main stream Rover Mini Cooper after the successful 
launch of the RSP Mini Cooper.  These cars are much prized and 
most are coveted and kept in superb condition befitting their 
importance in Mini history. So, I’m very pleased that we have, at last, 
persuaded Roger Hunt to become the RSP Registrar, and particularly 
as he has been actively involved with running his own RSP Register, 
inherited from Dean Davis, when the MCR were too short sighted 
to see the attraction of incorporating this specialist register into 
the club.  This will not affect the Rover Cooper Register that John 
Parnell runs so well for us, as this ‘splinter group’ has his blessing. 
I’m sure John will continue to write just as much and with the same 
level of fascinating detail as he always does and, hopefully, Roger 
Hunt will follow his example. It is also hoped that Roger will be 
successful in bringing over to the MCR those members of his register 
that are not already with us. Welcome Roger and we wish you all the 
success with the MCR’s RSP Register.

Now that, possibly, the worst of the winter is behind us, the early 
shoots of spring bring us to the first open air show of the year, 

in just over a month, when the club will again be represented by the 
Thames Valley Region run by Ken Hunter at the Brooklands Mini Day 
on 3rd April. Hopefully, the weather will be kinder than it was last 
year – but it’s always a nice show to attend, not the least because 
the Brooklands venue, steeped in both motoring and aviation history, 
is always worth a visit and their little museum is charming with the 
on-site catering being very acceptable too. Let’s hope the sun shines.

The touring assembly that we had hoped to run in May in and 
around Wales, to be organised by John Lloyd, sadly is going to 

have to be postponed until 2017.   John could not obtain sufficient 
hotel rooms in May and the alternative was to run it in the height 
of summer, which we felt was not a suitable time as there is far too 
much traffic on the roads then. As we have a year to think about it 
we are still debating whether to run this over a long weekend or 
just restrict it to Saturday and Sunday. If anyone has views one way 
or the other perhaps they could let Peter Moss, our Competition 
Secretary, know. This event, of course, is not a competition but 
Peter is co-ordinating it with John Lloyd.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

The club’s AGM is nearly with us and, 
hopefully, we will see some of you 

at the Best Western Hotel in Banbury 
on the 13th March to hear what the 
Committee have to say for themselves, 
but also to give you the opportunity to 
ask any questions you may have about 
the running of the club. Or you can tell 
us what you would like to see the club 
do or provide for the membership. 
As always, the club’s accounts will be 
posted on the members’ area of the 
forum prior to the meeting to allow you 

adequate time to digest them beforehand. Ian Hitchman our treasurer 
will be happy to answer any questions on the day. 

After asking and pleading since July last year for a new Webmaster 
to come forward, I’m delighted to say that we have now 

filled that post. The club’s new Webmaster is Mike Bennett from 
Cheshire. Mike is a long standing member and has recently retired 
from an important IT position which specialised in the motor 
industry and he has, in retirement, taken on board two other clubs’ 
Webmaster roles, so he seemed eminently suited to this job for us. 
Robert Clayson has agreed to help in the handover and with luck, 
the transition should be seamless. Having said that, I’m hopeful 
that in a short time, Mike will be stamping his own mark on the 
MCR website and make it a far more attractive and active website 
than it’s been for the last few years. He will also be responsible for 
our forum - although this, now set up with the great help of Dean 
Chapman from the Moke club, seems to tick along without too much 
intervention. However, I hope that it may soon be possible to gain 
access to the old forum, as an archive source, should Mike manage 
to find a way. So, welcome Mike to the Committee and thank you 
for volunteering to become our Webmaster.

Another new appointment this month, and one that I’ve been 
trying to make happen for around five years, is the appointment 

of Roger Hunt as our all new RSP Registrar. I have always felt that we 
should have a specialist registrar for this very important car, which 
we know kick started the rebirth of the Mini Cooper in the shape 
of the Rover Cooper. Despite John Cooper starting it all off with his 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during January

NEW MEMBERS

Alex & Hayley Munday, Romford, Essex

Alison France & Ian Bebb, Wem, Shropshire

Geoffrey Arnold, Stockport, Cheshire

Robert Aperios, Sudbury, Suffolk

Norman & Christine Lomas, Buxton, Derbyshire

James Robinson, Christchurch, New Zealand

Darrell Mitchell, Addlestone, Surrey

Garry & Teresa Robinson, Wigton, Cumbria

William Sharp, Scunthorpe, South Humberside

Graham Caspall, Bedford, Bedfordshire

John Hare, Bampton, Oxon

Alan Walter, Ashford, Kent

Clive-Anthony Curtis, Chichester, West Sussex

Christopher Smith, Cleethorpes, Lincolnshire

Craig Moore, Taunton, Somerset

Mark Jeffery, Dulverton, Somerset

Michael Edwards, Hayes, Middlesex

Paul & Joanne Gallagher, Marden, Kent

Ian Williams, Wotton Under Edge, South Gloucestershire

Roger Hamlett, Wirral, Merseyside

Christopher Gibbons, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warks

Andrew Stevens, Bournemouth, Dorset



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 72142    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2016

 March

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show  
Date: 5th and 6th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

Event: MCR Annual General Meeting 
Date: 13th March 
Location: Best Western Hotel Oxford Road Banbury 
Oxfordshire OX16 9AH 
Contact: See p12 for info

Event: 74th Members Meeting 
Date: 19th-20th March 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://grrc.goodwood.com

Event: Coleford Transport Festival 
Date: 28th March 
Location: Coleford, Forrest of Dean 
Contact: http://www.colefordcarnivaloftransport.
co.uk/ & MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley 
rminimick@aol.com

April

Event: Brooklands Mini Day   
Date: 3rd April (Sunday) 
Location: Brooklands Museum, Surrey 
Contact: Thames Valley Region - Kenneth Hunter 
kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com

Event: Pride of Longbridge   
Date: 16th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge,  
B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

Event: 7th Downton Classic & Custom Vehicle Show 
Date: Sat 30th April 
Location: The Brian Whitehead Sports Club, Wick Lane, 
Downton. Wilts SP5 3NF 
Contact: downton@live.co.uk or Clive Brooks   
brooks.c2@sky.com for MCR Wilts & Dorset stand

May

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day  
Date: 30th April - 1st May 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park for MK1 Mini’s 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: Donington Historic Festival   
Date: 30th April - 2nd May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 30th April - 2nd May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: British Mini Day   
Date: 8th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Malvern Mini Show   
Date: 15th May 
Location: Birtsmorton, Malvern, Worcestershire 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2016  
Date: 12-16th May 
Location: Lommel Belgium 
Contact: http://www.imm2016.be/   
Club presence: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: Stirling & District Classic Car Show  
Date: 15th May 
Location: Bridge of Allan 
Contact: Scottish Region  
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk  

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Mini Run 2016 
Date: 22nd May 2016 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: The Really Retro and Classic Car Show  
Date: Sunday 22nd May 
Location: Seighford Drving Centre, Clanford Road, 
Seighford, Stafford 
Contact: midlandscarshows@gmail.com

Event: La Vie en Bleu incorporating La Vita Rossa 
Date: Saturday 28 & Sunday 29 May 
Location: Prescott Hill Climb, nr Cheltenham Innocent 
Minis wanted for MCR Warwickshire display.  Red, white 
& blue preferred but all Minis welcome. Bugatti Owners 
Club annual event extended to include Italian cars 
Contact: Cliff Porter, Warwickshire region

silverstoneclassic.com/ for club discount on the tickets. The closing date 
for reduced price tickets is 31st March and the last day for booking is 
31st May. Once you have purchased your ticket please email John for a 
space on the club stand at SC_15@icloud.com

Stanford Hall Mini Show - Sunday September 11th. The club stand at 
this event will again be organised by Jerry Filor. As always, a space on 
the club stand will be on a first come first served arrangement. It is 
always nice to have a variety in the cars and colours on display and in 
the past, without imposing any requirement, this is what has normally 
happened. If you wish to attend please contact Jerry as above.

I hope many of you are travelling to Belgium in May for the IMM; anyone 
interested in joining us in the MCR camping area please make contact. 
You will need to buy your tickets from http://www.imm2016.be/.

Looking forward to seeing you all out and about!

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

The Mini Cooper Register is at 
Brooklands Mini Day on the 3rd 

April with the Thames Valley region 
representing the club. This is one of the 
earlier events in the calendar, so fingers 
crossed for a dry if not warm day. Last 
year was wet but it was a superb event 
and I’m particularly looking forward to it 
this year as it signifies for me the start of 
the show season. I may even give Buddy 
the Elf a run out on the day.

Then on the weekend of the 30th April 
the Donington Historic Festival kicks 
off the classic car racing season. There 

is a special code which is unique and only available from Jerry Filor 
which unlocks big discounts when booking tickets (e.g. two tickets for 
the price of one). This event gets bigger every year and is well worth 
attending as you can admire the racing machinery at close quarters in 
the paddocks. Then you can watch the cars compete competitively on 
the magnificent circuit. If you wish to attend please contact Jerry via his 
e-mail address: jfilor@talktalk.net or by phone on 01664 566614 to give 
him your membership number and car details.

The club tickets for the London to Brighton run/show are now sold out. 
I will be representing the club at the event so please come and say hello 
on the day at the club stand if you are attending.
 
John Price is representing the club again this year at the superb 
Silverstone Classic event on the 29th  to 31st July. Please enter the 
passcode SCC16059 at the Silverstone Classic website at http://www.
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Event: Deal Classic Car Show   
Date: 29th May 
Location: Walmer Green, Deal Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Black Country Classic Car Show - Ragley Hall 
Date: 29th May 
Location: Ragley Hall 
Contact: http://blackcountryclassiccarclub.co.uk/ MCR 
Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

June

Event: The National Metro And Mini Show  
Date: 5th June 
Location: Gaydon, Heritage Trust Musuem 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Thirlestane Classic Motoring Extravaganva 
Date: 5th June 
Location: Thirlestane Castle, Lauder 
Contact: www.bvac.org.uk/thirlestane MCR Scotland 
johnheatlie012@btinternet.com 

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: 12th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINIs. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 18th-19th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: British Motor Heritage Factory Visit –  
Mini Production   
Date: 22nd June 
Location: Heritage, Witney, 10.30am 
Contact: Justin Ridyard events@minicooper.org

Event: Festival of Speed    
Date:  23rd-26th June 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: MCR Scotland Breakfast Run   
Date: 26th June 
Location: Powmill Milk Bar (Near Dollar) to Murryshall 
Hotel, Scone, Perth 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

July

Event: Champagne Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 2nd-3rd July 
Location: Champagne Region, France 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

Event: Wheels of Yesteryear   
Date: 3rd July 
Location: Newton Grange Mining Museum 
Contact: www.wheelsofyesteryear.org.uk 

Event: Glamis Castle Classic Car Show  
Date: 9th-10th July 
Location: Glamis Castle, Angus 
Contact: Scottish Region. Ben & Patricia Webb  ben_
patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Miniworld Live    
Date: 10th July 
Location: Rockingham 
Contact: http://www.miniworldlive.co.uk/mini-world-live-0

Event: Lavender Run    
Date: 24th July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic   
Date: 29th, 30th and 31th July (Club presence likely to be 
one day TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - SC_15@icloud.com 

Event: Cooper 70th Anniversary & BOC Members Meeting 
Date: Saturday 30 July 
Location: Prescott Hill Climb, nr Cheltenham DEWS 
Championship Round - Prescott Hillclimb - Bugatti 
OC ‘70 Years of Cooper’ (Regretfully this event is only 
available for Classic Minis) 
Contact: Cliff Porter, Warwickshire region

Event: Nordic Mini meeting   
Date: 28th to 31st July 
Location: Røssholmstrana Nr Hønefoss. Norway 
Contact: Bjørn Grande via email bjorn.grande@outlook.
com or phone : 0047 40474170

Event: Region Summer get together and picnic.  
Bearsted Green Classic Car Show   
Date: 31st July 
Location: Bearsted Green, Bearsted 
Contact: Kent Region – Justin & Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

August

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill   
Date: 5th-7th August 
Location: Marley Eternit Social Club, Whaddon Road, 
Meldreth 
Contact: Trevor knowles.madhouse@virgin.net

Event: Croft Nostalgia    
Date: 6th – 7th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car and military 
vehicle show. 
Contact: http://www.croftmilitary.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park    
Date: 14th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Biggar Rally    
Date: TBC 14th August 
Location: Biggar. Rally, static car show, concours and 
autojumble.  Camping also available.   
Date: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Ham Sandwich Run (Touring assembly) 
Date: 21st August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard -   
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Coopers at Combe Track Day  
Date: TBC August 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Graham Robinson -  
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

September

Event: Tetbury Classic Car Show    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Tetbury, Gloucester 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Mini Fest 2016    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse 
Contact: http://www.britishminiclub.co.uk/about-the-
club/mini-fest

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 9th – 11th September TBC 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: 11th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: 17th-18th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: 17th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: Stoke Prior Steam Rally    
Date: 19th September 
Location: Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire 
Contact: http://www.shakespearesrally.com/ MCR 
Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Rally Car Day    
Date: 24th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Brian Davage - bridavage@gmail.com

October

Event: Minis to Monte 2016  
(Event full but reserve list open)  
Date: 1st - 8th October 
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -    
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Malvern Classic Car, Historic Commercial and Mini Show 
Date: 9th October 
Location: Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcs 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: 16th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally   
Date: 22nd October 
Location: TBC 
Contact: Niall Cook – Newcastle & Durham Region 
naillcook@tiscalli.co.uk

November

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 11th- 13th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard -    
events@minicooper.org
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Min-its is now part of Leacy 
Classics which means that  
our good service will now 

become great service backed 
up by the strength and 

diversity of the Leacy brand. 

For more details visit 
www. leacyclassics.com

Leacy MG Limited
Aston Lane, Perry Barr, 

Birmingham, 
B20 3BW.

T: 0121-356-3003
F: 0121-356-8686

E: info@min-its.com
W: www.leacyclassics.com
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Mini Cooper Register Annual General Meeting

Sunday 13th March 2016
 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Mini Cooper Register will take 
place at the Best Western Hotel, Oxford Road, Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 9AH. Directions can 
be found on www.bestwestern.co.uk.

12 | www.minicooper.org

Please arrive at the Hotel for 10.45 a.m. 

The Meeting starts promptly at 11:00 a.m.

There will be a free buffet lunch for members after the AGM.

Nominations Wanted
The Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. The current Chairman should receive nominations of candidates 
for election to the Committee not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

All posts are open for nomination any member may apply.

All positions will all become vacant at the Annual General Meeting. Posts which you can be nominated for are Competition Secretary, 
Editor, Events Co-Ordinator, Public Relations, Regalia Secretary, Regional Organiser, Secretary and Treasurer. It is vital and urgent that 
someone volunteers for each position to allow the continued smooth running of the Club. Your Club needs you! 

Please contact Robert Young if you want to discuss any position.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be elected by ballot between the newly elected members at the next Committee meeting 
following this Annual General Meeting.

Please include the following in a nomination: Committee Post, the nominee’s name and club membership number, the proposer’s 
name and club membership number and signatures of both people. Please include your reasons for applying and detail any 
relevant qualities, experience and qualifications. This is your chance to make a difference to the running of the Club.

Agenda Proposals Wanted
Any member wishing to have an item included on the agenda of the meeting must submit it, in writing, to the current Chairman 
not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

The Submission needs to include the name and membership number of the person submitting the item a proposer’s name and 
membership number and the signatures of both people.

Note
Admission to the Annual General Meeting will be strictly limited to current members only. Please bring your membership card in 
order to gain admittance to the meeting.

The Committee does not recommend this meeting as a suitable place for children or pets.

Please address nominations and agenda proposals to:
Robert Young, MCR AGM, Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden, Kent. TN30 7NE

Nominations and agenda proposals to arrive no later than Monday 7th March 2016.



classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves
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National Mini Cooper Day, Beaulieu 
Sunday 12th June 2016

The focus of the Beaulieu show this year will be on three principle themes. The first being modern MINI R50 models, namely the 
Cooper & Cooper S as well as MINI One since they will jointly be celebrating 15 years since initial production this summer. We 
will have a selection these models on a special display area.  

Then for the second theme there will be a display of commercial Mini variants namely, Mini vans and pickups both standard and 
modified or requiring restoration.  These often unappreciated and hard worked vehicles are now more sought after then ever 
and frequently require major restoration work in order to return them to their former glory.

Also making an appearance in the arena will be a small group of very rare Broadspeed Mini conversions.  These are probably the 
most attractive of the many Mini based conversions and this year they celebrate their 50th anniversary too.

As in previous years Beaulieu gives visitors a unique opportunity to see, in one place on one day, many of the Ex-Works and 
Special Tuning race and rally Minis. These cars usually attract the Mini celebrities who either raced or rallied in them or the 
mechanics and engineers that actually built them. They are happy to talk about their memories and recollections of the time 
they spent working in the Competitions Department ably prompted by the commentator for the show noted car author and 
historian Graham Robson. 

The concours, probably the best one for Minis in the country, will be positioned, as usual, in the arena and promises to feature 
some of the best cars from the show circuit.  John White and his team of Judges will be searching for new winners of the nine 
class awards and the two major trophies.  Entry can be made in advance or on the day.  Please go to www.minicooper.org and 
follow the Beaulieu link. From there the concours form can be downloaded. 

We are looking for more trade stands and in particular autojumble ones.  Following on from the last couple of years there will 
again be the popular Trunk trader’s autojumble area for private individuals to sell surplus to requirements parts. A pitch here 
will be for the small cost £10 in advance or £15 on the day and there will be no vans allowed and no tables either. This is to allow 
those people who are simply clearing out a collection of parts to be contained in one area (which will be sign posted). This is for 
non trader sellers only and will be policed as such. We hope, as in previous years, that this will give more prominence to those 
who have an excess of parts to get rid of and give potential buyers more choice.

Prices have been held again at the last two years’ levels and advance tickets can be bought via the link on the website  
www.minicooper.org then follow the Beaulieu link.

All this and the usual fields of Minis old and new, many and varied means Beaulieu is the place to be on the12th June this year. 

Please note that any non Mini cars (not booked into the autojumble) coming into the show will be directed to a car park away 
from the show area.

Club and regional stands are welcome too so please book your advance tickets via the ticket line and visit the website to 
download a copy of the clubs and regions form.

We will also need help with marshalling duties so, please see the separate advert for details.

Please note that your entry ticket to the show also includes admission to the National Motor Museum and other Beaulieu attractions!

We hope to see you there! 

Tony Salter  

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.
Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers

Our National Show at Beaulieu 
is but a few months away                                                    

and volunteers are required to 
help with the parking duties. 

In return for two to three hours work you 
will receive free entry to the show and all 

the Beaulieu attractions.  We will also supply 
a meal and drink ticket and should the 

weather be very warm (let’s hope so!) plenty 
to drink of the non alcoholic variety.

If you are interested in
helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073
alternatively email me on
beaulieu@minicooper.org

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble.   We will have an 
area reserved for private autojumbling from 
a non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket.   

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter (02380 560073).

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 

website www.minicooper.org and send to 
Ken Hunter (details on form).

If you do not have access to a computer
call Ken on 01344 772446 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket. 

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

Queenstown

Classic car trim specialist 
offerering retrimming 
service encompassing 
all aspects of classic and 
modern re-upholstery.

• Complete retrims

• Hood repairs

• Headlinings

• Seat repairs

• Carpets etc.

Coach & Trim

All work is carried out to 
the highest quality and 
at  very competitive rates

10% 
DISCOUNT 
TO CLUB 
MEMBERS

PLEASE CALL:

0207 622 4734 or
0207 720 8600
EMAIL: jdjosephs@hotmail.com

92 QUEENSTOWN ROAD 
LONDON SW8 3RY
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The HRCR’s Open Day 2016 - A Mini Adventure for Cliff Porter
By Cliff Porter

The HRCR’s Open Day on 16th January 2016 (with free entry) at 
Gaydon, and looked back 50 years to the controversy created 

by the BMC Mini Cooper after it came 1st, 3rd & 4th on the 1966 
Monte Carlo Rally before exclusion, as well as celebrating the 
continued success and popularity of Minis in historic rallying today.  
It was not only the BMC team that was excluded but several other 
British teams fell foul of “Les Francais majeur”, not Les Leston.  
The first four cars to cross the finishing line were Timo Makinen 
(Finland) in his BMC Mini Cooper, Roger Clark (Ford Lotus Cortina), 
then Rauno Aaltonen and Paddy Hopkirk MBE driving BMC Mini 
Coopers.  I believe there were 38 Minis entered in the rally that 
year, the same number as in 1965.  In 1967, despite protestations, 
after the ‘66 event there were 27 but it only needed one to 
complete a true hat trick of wins!

As I entered the first hall and passed the Will Sparrow car, I saw 
that the main display featured GRX 5D and GRX 55D positioned 
in front of a Citroen (1971 model!) exactly where they should have 
been!  As an enthusiastic follower of the Mini Cooper, I had taken 
my anorak off and did not notice that 5D had been reshelled into 
a Mk2 bodyshell.  Looking at some of the photos Bill Price shared 
with me, I could not help noticing that the nearside wings of both 
cars were probably not original.  Check out the image on the 
Motorgraphs site of Paddy by the Col du Turini.  Simon Wheatcroft 
would approve of the finish of GRX 55D as it does exhibit a patina 
of age and the smell when I opened the driver’s door was pure 
rally Mini. This was no air freshener but pure nostalgia, and on a 
par with Castrol R but not the same aroma.  I can only add to my 
words with a few photos which I hope you will enjoy as much as I 
did being there.

Back to the Open Day and one of the reasons I was there was to check 
out the Minis on display and, of course, catch up on what the HRCR will 
be up to in 2016.  I started my quest inside the hall by picking up their 
free events guide, ‘2016 ways to go rallying with the HRCR.’  I then saw 
that AJB 44B was on display by the lift shaft.

Inside the halls it was obvious that 2015 had been a significant year 
for competitors in Minis despite being 49 years after the Monte 
fiasco. Of particular note was the support given by MiniSport to rally 
competitors using classic Minis and they had a display of the three 
championship winning cars plus Paddy’s Pirelli Classic Marathon car 6 
EMO which he shared with Alec Poole.

In no particular order, the consistent performance of Steve Entwistle 
who, after nine closely fought rounds, won the 2015 HRCR Clubmans 
Historic road rally championship in his popular ‘orange box’ Mini.   
Steve may have beaten a Citroen on events on his way to the title but 
in 2nd & 3rd place were a Porsche and a Mk1 Escort.   Congratulations 
to Steve who also came 2nd in the overall driver category in the HRCR 
Premier Rally Championship 2015. 

Clive King campaigned his 1964 Mini on the HRCR ‘Old Stager’ 
Championship (incorporating the MiniSport Mini Cup) and the 
HRCR and MiniSport supported him so that he could take part in 
Wales Rally GB 2015.  He achieved a class win despite changing 
a gearbox overnight during the event!  I was fortunate to witness 
eleven Minis taking part on the Rally Isle of Man in September 
including four from Japan.  At the end of day 1 I chatted to Anton 
Bird who was very happy at being first Mini but, sadly, day 2 was 
not so good. Winner of the Mini Cup was Andrew O’Hanlon who 
snatched victory on the Manx Rally in September.

The Open Day is a showcase for the various events organised by 
the HRCR and its supporting clubs. The Northumberland Borders 
Rally incorporating the Tyndale Rally is an event run under the MCR 
banner and included in the HRCR Premier Rally Championship 
2016 and organised again by Niall Cook and his team from the 
Northumberland & Durham Region.  Niall had asked me to promote 
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the event and the organisers allowed me to set up a Warwickshire 
region stand next to the Redditch & District Car Club Lavender Run 
promotional display.  Several flyers were given away but sadly most 
of the Southerners (and that includes here in the Midlands) think it is 
a long way to go but I did tell them the trip is worth it, thanks to the 
efforts of the organising team.

As I had dressed for the weather, I put on my MCR Team Rally Jacket 
and ventured outside to the Rally Car display and have no shame 
in admitting that my only interest was the Minis on display.  Local 
members Patrick Walker (977 ARX), Kelvin Sparrowhawk (540 TDV), 
Derek Wilkins (Cox GTM), Nick Wilkins (Cooper) and Peter Machin 
(1071S) were supported by Gordon, John Larkins and none other 
than Whizzo.  At the entrance, I could not believe the standard of 
repair of their Mini which retired from the Manx after rolling and, 
after looking at the picture in the window of the car, may have been 
repaired again after a second roll.

Historic rallying is open to all makes and models of classic cars 
manufactured before January 1986 and the HRCR support five 
different forms of historic rally events and championships that offer 
something for everyone – Clubman Road rallies, Speed Series Hill 
Climbs/Sprints and ‘Old Stager’ stage rallies as well as the Premier 
Rally Championship, which includes, for the second year, the 
Northumberland Borders Rally organised by Niall Cook and his team 
which includes local motor clubs.

It’s not all about competitions though, as enthusiastic owners 
can use their cars on one of the scenic touring events which are 
organised under the MSA Touring Assembly banner by local motor 
clubs. Although there is a 1986 cut-off date, all classic Minis and 
variants from 1959 to end of production in October 2000 can take 
part.  Without any prejudice, I can recommend the Redditch & 
District Car Club’s Lavender Run which will take place on Sunday 
24th July 2016 around the lanes of Warwickshire, Gloucestershire 
and Worcestershire.

A couple of days before the open day, Pete Flanagan suggested that 
there might be a discussion about the 1966 controversy but sadly it 
did not happen.  I do not know why but I do think that many of those 
attending had been at the Autosport show which had been very tiring 
for all concerned.

My car of the show was definitely GRX 55D with runner up being 
the Regent Mini outside. My biggest disappointment was the lack of 
support from Mini Cooper Register owners of interesting cars which 
could have been displayed. I am sure more space would have been 
available inside but we in Warwickshire are a hardy lot, as you can 
see from the display outside supported by Barry Williams.

The BMIHT Museum has been closed for a few months and is due 
to reopen with more exhibits on 13th February 2016, from which 
time it will be known as the British Motor Museum. Entry prices will 
be £14 per adult, £9 for children 5-16 years and a family ticket for 2 
adults plus 3 children £39.  The concession adult price which applies 
to many of us in the Mini Cooper Register is £12!  I think I might put 
my hand in my pocket and have a good nose around as the Jaguar 
acquired collection sounds interesting.  

On the way back to my car, I thought I’d take a quick look through the 
window of the new British Motor Museum workshop area and spied 
33 EJB.  I also wondered if the 87 was connected to my Lombard car 
which was at Gaydon during 2015 at the Historic Marathon show as I 
saw an event decal in the car!

Cliff Porter
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Bingley Hall Mini Fair 31st January 2016
By Dave Johnson

With the British Mini Club’s Mini 
Fair falling exactly fifty years to the 

month of the 1966 San Remo rally, and 
knowing that Paddy Hopkirk was going to 
be attending the show, together with Ron 
Crellin living close by, it seemed an ideal 
opportunity to reunite the duo with the car 
that they used for that event.

So, arrangements were made to take Paul 
Bates’ ex-Works rally car, now with the 
original San Remo rally plate back on its 
bonnet which was recently acquired from 
Ron, together with the car’s original rally 
number 50 stuck on the white door squares, 
it all seemed quite appropriate for this 50th 
anniversary ! The idea was to replicate the 
1966 photograph of Paddy and Ron standing 
behind the open doors of the car. So, a call 
to Ron confirmed that he was keen to do 
this, and with Pete Flanagan liaising with 
Paddy, we had a plan in place. 

Unfortunately, the day before the event I 
had a call from Ron advising that he was 
ill and needed to attend hospital in the 
morning so he didn’t think he would be able 
to make it, and a call on the day from Tuula, 
Ron’s wife, confirmed this.  Paddy, and all 

involved sent best wishes to Ron and hope 
for a quick recovery.

Everyone was pleased to see Paddy back 
with the car. In hindsight we should have 
perhaps made more of the interview 
opportunity by preparing a few questions 
for Paddy, but here are a couple photos of 
the event.

Special thanks to Paddy, Chris Harper at 
Minisport and all involved with the show.
 
Dave Johnson
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MCR Bournemouth weekend 2016
By Joshua Bromage

On the last weekend of January, once again, we had yet another 
wonderful Mini Cooper Register Bournemouth weekend at the 

Hinton Firs Hotel for the 34th consecutive year - filling the hotel with 
around 90 MCR members.

Among some of the highlights of the weekend was a showing of The 
Italian Job and, to give the occasion the feel of a cinematic experience, 
popcorn was provided and enjoyed during the film by the audience! 
It was surprising how many people commented that they hadn’t sat 
down to watch a film for such a long time and that they thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience.

Then my personal thanks must go to Alan Booth for arranging the 
drive out and visit to the Tolpuddle Martyr’s museum – without his 
knowledge of the local roads I really would have got lost.  And yet again 
the weather managed to be kind to us.

The usual quiz we have was arranged by Lynne and Barry and was another 
great success with much friendly banter between rival teams (or at least I 
think it was friendly!). Many thanks Lynne & Barry for doing a great job of it.

20 | www.minicooper.org



Mini Cooper Register | 21

EVENTS

One of the main highlights of the weekend is the ever successful 
and popular raffle. May I say many thanks to all those who 
generously donated prizes for the raffle albeit some of them being 
somewhat unusual! With the proceeds from the raffle and those 
from the popcorn donations we have managed to again surpass the 
£400 mark for the Make a Wish Foundation. This is a charity which 
makes special dreams come true for young people and children 
who are having a tough time in life due to illness or other life 
changing circumstances. Many thanks for the team of ticket folders 
and prize distributors – you had it down to a fine art and kept the 
raffle flowing at a nice speed.

I hope those who attended all enjoyed the weekend as much as we 
did and, of course, if there are any fresh ideas for activities/outings 
please let me know. Without your feedback I cannot improve or 
change anything to make the weekend even better. 

Now onto next year’s weekend, for which hopefully most of you 
who attended this year’s completed a pre booking form whilst 
checking out Sunday morning. If you did not do so then please 
contact the hotel as soon as possible to secure your preferred room.  

As next year will the 35th consecutive Mini Cooper weekend at 
Bournemouth (wow!) I have decided to honour it as such and make 
next year’s dress theme formal again. Sorry to disappoint those itching 
to get their fancy dress costumes out but it seemed to be the right and 
proper thing to do.

I have a few ideas already for next year’s event but if there is 
something you would like to see us do then please put your idea 
forward to me ASAP. This weekend belongs to all of us so please 
come forward and help plan the weekend out.

I am hoping to pull together a display of photos and memorabilia 
from the Mini Cooper weekends over the last 35 years. So, if you 
think you may have something for such a display, please dig it out 
from your archive and let me know what you have. As always with 
such events, without the help of others it would not be easy to keep 
a full programme of entertainment going for the whole weekend. 

Our thanks of course must go to all of the staff at Hinton Firs for 
continuing to put up with us crazy car people for a whole weekend. 
But I think they secretly enjoy it as much as we all did!

Finally, I would like to thank everybody who supported the weekend 
and helped me make it another excellent event.

Joshua Bromage



The Gillette Austin Mini Coopers
By Damien Lescroart

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

You all might have heard about the Heinz Wolseley Hornets but have 
you ever heard of the Gillette Austin Mini Coopers? 

I’m from France and I’m the proud owner of a Mk1 RHD Austin Mini 
Cooper 1967. Here is its story. 

Back in 1967, the Daily Mirror and Gillette organised a competition 
called ‘The Big Dig’ which was a treasure hunt for a total of £60,000 
worth of prizes. It was to take place at Camber Sands on the 8th 
August 1967, this being a bank holiday.100 lucky competitors were 
selected to participate in the treasure hunt. Each competitor could 
be helped by one person of his or her choice. To be selected, 
people had to send a form on which they had to list five objects 
they would take on a desert island plus one additional object and 
explain the reason for taking this object. We’ll focus here on a man 
named Cooper (I’m not joking!). Mr Cooper sent his form in and 
said he would take a mosquito tent “Because it’s too hot to itch 
and I’m too lazy to scratch”. He was then one of the 100 people 
selected for the treasure hunt at Camber Sands.

The beach was divided into squares and each square contained 
two boxes stuck in the sand. Competitors couldn’t change square 
as long as the two boxes were not found.Mr Cooper and his wife 
had a square near the water, which meant wet sand and so it 
was harder to dig. Mrs Cooper was very frail and quickly became 
exhausted. However, Mr Cooper never stopped digging and a few 
minutes before the gong, he found a box announcing he had won a 
Mini Cooper!

Mr Cooper loved his Mini Cooper and enjoyed every mile with it. 
He kept it until his death in 2000. When he died, his daughter (who 
married a French man and lives in France) knew the car was ‘special’ 
and kept it in the family. After a few years, she realized she couldn’t 
manage its restoration and decided to sell it. She wanted the Mini to go 
to a Mini enthusiast’s home. And here I am!  

So, let’s talk about the car itself now. I know only a few things 
about my car but I’d love to know more about it and all of the 9 

Mini Coopers that were given away as prizes. The best thing would 
be to locate the other Gillette Coopers if more than just my car 
has survived.

The 10 cars were all 1967 998cc Austin Coopers and were all built 
on the 31st of May 1967 as Tweed grey with an OEW roofs. On the 
1st of June, they were dispatched to Kennings based in London NW1 
where they were painted silver. Note that only the exterior was 
painted silver nothing was repainted within the interior, boot and 
engine bay which remained their original Tweed grey. 

I was told some years ago by Barbara Alexander that a 998 Cooper 
with a chassis number close to my Mini’s left Longbridge at the same 
time, with aTweed grey and OEW roof. This car was registered PLM 
537E (Mine is registered PLM 538E). I know that a man named Tim 
Branigan used to own it and then the car had been sold to someone 
else. By then the car had been re-painted dark blue and that’s all I 
know about it. On checking PLM 537E on the DVLA website this 
resulted in no other details being available on the car. But the car 
was restored around 2000 so I bet it still exists. Tim Branigan and 
the next owner didn’t know anything about the Gillette past of this 
car when they owned it.

According to the DVLA, an Austin Cooper was registered as PLM 541E 
on the 2nd of June 1967 too and so would seem to be one of the 10 
Gillette Minis. It hasn’t been taxed since 1982 and, according to the 
entry, is painted blue.

In order to collect and centralize information on the Coopers, I’ve 
created a Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Gillette-
Austin-Mini-Cooper-754895664643609/. I am hoping that this will 
be the best way to obtain more information on the history of the 
Minis from people. 

Regarding the other “Big Dig” cars, the silver Maserati Mistral was 
won by a 19 year old man named Richard D Pugh from Kenilworth in 
Warwickshire. The silver Jaguar E-Type was won by a man named Mr 
Dinley from Edinburgh.
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Mr Cooper in August 1967 a few days after 
he won the Mini. Picture taken in Scotland

The car as it is today



So, I’d love to find answers to the following questions if anyone 
can help:

1.  Does PLM 541E still exist as it was last taxed in 1982? If so, can the 
current owner please get in touch?

2. Does PLM 537E still exist? As mentioned above, it was restored in 
or around 2000 so most likely is still around. Has the car actually 
been re-registered?

3. Does anyone know if any of the other Gillette Mini Coopers  
have survived?

4. Does the Gillette silver Maserati Mistral still exist?

5. Does the Gillette silver Jaguar E-Type still exist?

6. Does the Gillette silver Rover 2000 still exist?

And finally any information or photos from the Gillette Big Dig 
competition would be very welcome too!

Damien Lescroart

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES
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Period pages from the Daily 
Express about the Big Dig



La Vie en Bleu La Vita Rosso 

Presco'	Hill	Climb,	Nr	Cheltenham	
Saturday	28th	&	Sunday	29th	May	2016	

incorpora(ng	

Bugatti, Renault etc Ferrari, Maserati etc 
The paddock is already shaping up nicely with millions of pounds of 

French and Italian classic cars and supercars - already confirmed is a 
Bugatti Veyron Supersport, Bugatti Pur Sang, a Voisin, Ferrari Enzo, A 
1965 Ferrari 275 GTB to Nelson Piquet’s 1990 Benetton F1 Car and a 

Formula Nippon car!  www.prescott-hillclimb.com 
 

 Wanted – Innocenti Mini Coopers for display 
 

What would really finish off the event is a display of 
red, white & blue Innocenti Mini Coopers. 

 
Warwickshire region is looking for at least 3 

Innocenti Mini Coopers preferably 1 red, 1 White 
and 1 blue one to display at the 2 day event which 
includes competitive hill climb runs.  Great venue 
and very friendly atmosphere for all the family. 

 
Please contact Cliff if you would like to display your 

car at the event, either or both days an option. 

Dean	Davies	
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STANFORD HALL MINI SHOW

Sunday 13th September 2015
  

I will again be organising an MCR display at the 
above show. It is rather early perhaps but I’m sure 
Mini owners are already starting to fill up their 
show diaries for 2016.

As in previous years it will be on a first come first 
served arrangement. It is always nice to have a 
display which has a variety of cars and in the past 
this has always naturally happened.

So, if you wish to attend please contact me 
via email on jfilor@talktalk.net giving me your 
membership number and car details. Or phone me 
on 01664 566614 and if I’m not in leave a message 
on the answer machine and I will get back to you.

Jerry Filor 
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm
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FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

Thank you all for taking part this 
month. The WINNER is Surfblue63.
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1966 Rallye Monte Carlo 

It was interesting to see the various mentions of the above event in 
the February edition of CooperWorld and the finger of blame being 
pointed at the French officials. I feel it should be pointed out that 
the Monte isn’t a French rally!

What?! Granted, after the concentration runs converged at Monte, 
virtually all of the 1,268 miles of the following truly competitive 
mileage was on French roads but the organisers were, and still are, 
the Automobile Club de Monaco and therefore it is a Monegasque 
event, so it is a little unfair to blame the French.

Feel free to blame the French for any goings on in the Alpine Rally 
and probably the Tour de Corse.

Simon Wheatcroft

LETTERS
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Specialist Mini Parts Custom Mini Parts Merchandise

Signed Memorabilia Collectables Anniversary Memorabilia

Specialist Mini Parts Steering Wheels

Carpet Mats Accessories & Styling Merchandise

PARTS & ACCESSORIES SINCE 1967

parts value
for your Mini Make it Mini Sport!

Mini Sport Ltd., Padiham, Lancs, BB12 7AP | sales@minisport.com | +44 (0)1282 778731  

minisport.com

ifjfqba bafqflk

qlli_lu

ifjfqba bafqflk fmelkb`^pbp

Quality, Reliability & 
Engineering Excellence 

Shop the Exclusive Genuine Cooper Range
Created in conjunction with John Michael Cooper

At Mini Sport

Gauges

bu`irpfsbkbtmolar`qp

Prices Start From
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This quality Sealey Toolbox is the
perfect edition to any collection... 

Available in 3 different variations:
      - Toolbox without tools 
      - Toolbox with UNF tools combo
      - Toolbox with 8 premier Sealey
         platinum tool trays & tools

pÜçé=íÜÉëÉ=ëéÉÅá~äáëí=ãáåá=é~êíë
ÇÉëáÖåÉÇ=áå=Åçää~Äçê~íáçåïáíÜ

m~ÇÇó=eçéâáêâ=~í=jáåá=péçêí

Available in two stylish
& iconic designs for the

iPhone 4, 5, 6 & 6 plus

Each
Only
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
6 EMO Road Test

Once again, Neil Anderson has been 
busy tidying up his house and as 

a result has sent in a few interesting 
items for the month’s archive. The first 
is an extract from a magazine called 
Rally Car, which I have to admit, is a 
magazine I’d long forgotten about. This 
issue, dating from September 1991, had 
on the front cover an action photo of 6 
EMO, the car owned by Paddy Hopkirk, 
which he still has to this day. The car, 
built by saloon car racer and 1969 BTCC 
Champion, Alec Poole and his partner 

Simon Wheeler, was intended to be a run on their take on a Works 
replica that could be used in the then current historic rallying, which 
was at that time in its zenith. To my knowledge very few were built 
and sold. I recall that Richard Martin Hurst bought one and I’m sure 
there were at least a couple of others that have slipped my mind 
but, at best, I think there were precious few of these Paddy Hopkirk 
Works replicas ever built. So, I guess Paddy’s car is itself rather rare. 
With the number plate of 6 EMO just two digits away from the Works 
Mini 8 EMO which he once drove, and now owned by club member 
celebrity chef James Martin, it really did look the part. Priced then 
at £27,500, it was a serious purchase and if that was bought today, 
allowing for inflation, let alone the ever upward value of these cars, 
that sum would be around £53,000, so big money (perhaps that’s why 
they didn’t sell many!)

The reporter entrusted with Paddy’s car, being a young chap, and 
a philistine, disliked “the horrible original Cooper S gold brocade 
trim” - his words - but loved all of the very period but new interior 

28 | www.minicooper.org

switches and equipment. Alec Poole had built the car to be reliable 
under competition, so numerous compromises were made, such 
as fitting a modern starter motor, modern two speed wiper motor 
and a much improved cooling system but we still had a nice set of 
Lucas 700 lamps on the front and a heated front screen. Of course 
the car also had modern seats and seat belts and an up to date FIA 
roll cage. The Longman engine, running on twin H4 SUs, pushed 
out a reported 115bhp with the power band launching forth from 
about 5,000rpm onwards. The young scribe was also initially 
alarmed by the twitchy handling that the car had as it was running 
a Quaife LSD but soon came to love it and enjoyed this, along with 
the Mini’s legendary pin sharp handling and the noise from the 
straight cut gearbox.

Looking through the specification sheet of the car, this and its sister 
cars, were built to a top notch level. They were not and were 
never meant to be exact Works replicas but were intended to be as 
close as possible within the bounds of reliability and modern safety, 
as they were intended to be used in the then historic rallies that 
were so popular in the early 1990s. However, the price tag, at the 
time, may well have been the downfall of the project and I doubt 
more than five were ever sold. However, we do still occasionally 
see 6 EMO out and about and, indeed; it was last seen at Gaydon 
this January.

A very well detailed interior of 8 EMO with Richard Martin Hurst’s 
identical car in the background (other than it was left-hand-drive)
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Hydragas Mini

The second article we have from Neil is from Car magazine 
from September 1993 when they ran an in depth article 
on Dr Alex Moulton who, in case you’ve forgotten, was 
responsible for the design of the Mini’s original suspension. 
The late Alex Moulton was a genius with suspension and 
many other things besides, and whilst being responsible 
for the Mini’s suspension, he didn’t rest on his laurels and 
continued to develop his own suspension ideas for the Mini 
and, although none of these saw main stream production 
in the Mini, he did latterly market his own comfort ride 
system which is still available today. He also built a Mini with 
Hydragas suspension, which was similar to that found on the 
Metro and reportedly improved the handling and ride of the 
1966 Cooper S that it was fitted to quite considerably.

This informative article, written in 1993, was at the time when 
the Rover Cooper had recently appeared and was at a time 
when Rover continued to face lift and change details, largely as 
a result of new legislation – the introduction of a catalyst and 
fuel injection system to name a few. Sadly, the suspension, still 
with rubber cones, was never revised or replaced. Clearly, 
Rover had no stomach or the financial will to reinvest in such 
things, much to Moulton’s annoyance. The Mini had, in truth, 
only received one major revision, way back in the late 60s 
when the body changed significantly with windup windows, 
internal door hinges and the option of a square clubman front. 
The A+ engine from the Metro was the only other major 
change but that went largely unnoticed. 

It is a regret of Moulton that the Hydrolastic suspension that 
was fitted to the Mini between 1964 and 1971 was replaced, 

as a cost cutting exercise, back to the original rubber cone. It is also relevant that this 
interlinked wet suspension system was originally planned for the Mini but time and 
money prevented it being fitted at day one. Despite the advantages of the Hydragas 
suspension system, which worked so well on the Metro, it never found its way onto 
the Mini despite Moulton demonstrating the benefits of the system. He in fact fully 
designed the Mini Hydragas suspension system back in 1972 but it was never accepted 
by Issigonis, so it never saw the light of day, such was the great man’s reluctance to 
accept any changes of his Mini from anyone – even his long standing friend Alex Moulton. 
Issigonis, by this time was concentrating in a complete replacement for the Mini and 
centring on a compact design, once more, but with a car with front suspension struts and 
with torsion bars with a transverse mounted overhead cam four cylinder power unit.

Moulton’s converted Hydragas Mini Cooper S that Car magazine enjoyed 
incorporated tubular A-frame bottom arms and it was all rubber bushed and the 
rear also adopted rear helper springs much as fitted to Hydrolastic cars. Rover, 
however, was soon to drop the entire Hydragas system from its engineering 
portfolio despite its benefits. The Mini, as we know, struggled manfully on, 
virtually unchanged when it was eventually replaced at the end of the decade. 
Could it have carried on if Moulton’s suspension modification had been used?  I 
doubt it, as in fairness, it was new legislation that ultimately saw its demise. But 
the legend lives on! 

Robert Young
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Alex Moulton’s Hydragas Cooper S

The tubular lower suspension 
arms on the Moulton Cooper S

Alex Moulton with the original drawings of the Mini’s 
Hydragas suspension, dating back to 1972, now 
locked away in the Gaydon Archive
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In Scotland’s motor racing folklore, Jim Clark and Jackie Stewart 
are the standout performers who took their skills to the world’s 

circuits and cemented their names amongst the greats of the sport. 
This, however, is a brief tribute to Jim who, had he not been taken 
in the dreadful Hockenheim F2 crash on 7th April 1968, could have 
potentially been celebrating his 80th birthday on 4th March 2016. 
But he raced in an era where drivers’ ran the gauntlet of danger and 
often never had the chance to grow old. 

I give you that it’s a tenuous link, since Jim Clark spent precious little 
involvement with the BMC/Cooper cars we all enjoy, but there will 
be many amongst us who respect the man and the period of the 
sport he came to dominate. He started modestly as a 20 year old club 
level sprints competitor in 1956 and, by late 1963, had the coveted 
1st F1 World Drivers’ Championship title under his belt. A successful 
collaboration gathered pace when Lotus boss Colin Chapman took Jim 
under his wing and allowed him to fully access the many varieties of 
Lotus cars leading to this naturally gifted driver’s quick rise to stardom. 
This was achievable as it was an era when even F1 GP drivers’ weren’t 
too precious to participate in other forms of the sport.

The Lotus pairing essentially followed in the successful footsteps 
of John Cooper and Jack Brabham at Cooper, as that relationship 
waned in 1961. Of course, as Lotus gathered momentum, much 
of the ‘customer’ racing car manufacturing sales transferred from 
Cooper to Lotus in the process. 

Jim Clark’s link to ‘our’ cars is pretty much summed up with 
demonstration, rather than outright competitive events, that he 
participated in using BMC derived products, most of which are seen 
within the photos attached. One I haven’t included is from the 16th 
July 1960 British GP meeting at Silverstone, where Clark took part 
in the ‘Grand Prix Drivers’ Demonstration’ just prior to the British 
GP. This was where BMC were keen to promote their initially slow 
selling Dewar Trophy-winning Austin Seven and Morris Mini Minor 
twins, with the emphasis that it was a 5 lap demonstration.  In reality 
it became a shortened 3 lap race and a giggle for the drivers. If 
you’ve been an MCR member for a few years, Pete Flanagan’s April 
2013 CooperWorld feature has a couple of rare colour snaps from 
that ‘demonstration’ – one of them showing Jim’s car. 

Stephen Dalton
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER
Scotland’s 1st F1 World 
Champion, Jim Clark
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12th May 1962 Silverstone International Trophy meeting ‘BMC Mini-
Car Demonstration’ – 3 (then) future F1 World Champions take to 
Minis. Jim Clark flanked by Graham Hill and John Surtees

Jim Clark in BMC’s Twini Moke during the 7th December 1963 televised ‘BBC TV Autopoint’ event held between the London Motor Club and the British 
Army Motoring Association at British Army’s training base of Hungry Hill, Aldershot. Jim won 2 heats for the LMC team to help take out the event.
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29th September 1962 Snetterton 3 Hour meeting. The ADO16 
1100 had only been released in mid-August 1962 and BMC in their 
wisdom decided to promote another ‘demonstration’ with racing 
drivers’ testing the new Hydrolastic suspension well and truly. Not 
all were GP drivers, Christabel Carlisle, John Whitmore & Donald 
Morley joined in with Jack Brabham as some of the participants. 
Here Tony Maggs mixes it up with Jim Clark

This amateur slide photo was taken at the 27th February/1st March 
1965 Longford Tasman / Australian GP meeting… Jim talks to his 
mechanic from the cockpit of his Team Lotus, Lotus-Climax 32B he 
used in that year’s New Zealand and Australian ‘Tasman Series’. Jim 
won the Series, beginning a successful 1965 where he picked up a 
Indy 500 win and his second F1 title

Between the 1965 Longford ‘Tasman’ meeting and the following 
weekend’s ‘non-Tasman’ Lakeside meeting in Queensland Jim was to 
compete at, BMC Australia held a ‘do’ to introduce the new Morris 
Mini De Luxe to the Qld press.  So what better way than have an F1 
World Champion in attendance. Here Jim shares a feed with Barry 
White, Brisbane Telegraph motoring writer and Bill Abbott, BMC 
Australia Managing Director
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Around this time of year my old chum 
Nicky Chetwynd is usually busy being 

part of the service crew for Al Vines’ CRX 
89B entry on the Monte Historique rally. 
However, this year Al was having a year off 
from competing after having been rear ended 
by a fellow competitor on last year’s event so 
Nicky was at a bit of a loose end.

Previous reports in MiniWorld magazine had 
made me aware of a well-established event in 
Switzerland called the Mini Winter Rally which 
seemed a good opportunity to give an old Mk3 
Cooper S rally car that had recently been put back 
on the road a run out. Organised by the Mini Club 
Romand, the event is based in the Lausanne area 
and normally attracts a few British entries. Nicky 
came, viewed and drove the car, then deemed it 
fit-ish for purpose and probably capable of getting 
us there and back, so an entry was submitted.

Entry confirmed, the car preparation 
commenced in earnest. Much extraneous 
stuff was on the car and therefore weight was 
removed, an A panel and the bootlid were 
replaced and the bodywork tidied up on the 
left side of the car. This rather over simplifies 
what took many weeks to complete.

The front wiring loom was a nightmare so 
a new loom was ordered from Autosparks. 
Despite being promised the loom before 
Christmas and chasing them on numerous 
occasions, as I write this at the end of January 
it still hasn’t arrived. Thanks a lot guys. When 
it became at best doubtful that it would arrive 
in time, we decided to repair the original loom 
and I’m pleased to say that no loom related 
electrical maladies occurred during the rally.

When bought, the car was fuelled via a 
45DCOE Weber on an Oselli inlet which 

Mini Winter Rally 2016
By André Latéral

didn’t seem to suit the engine very well, made 
the car very noisy on the inside and meant 
25mpg for what felt like not a lot of power. As 
we planned driving to and from the event, we 
swapped the Weber to a pair of SU HS4s but 
they had a mysterious and difficult to cure air 
leak, so an old pair of Downton modified HS2s 
I had lying about were nailed on and straight 
away it all worked so much better.

The question of tyres was next. We wanted 
to run on 10” rims but winter tyres are 
compulsory for the event and 10” doesn’t 
give many options these days. Until a couple 
of weeks before the off there was little snow 
in the Jura area. Then a message from the 
organisers was received that much snow 
had fallen and temperatures had plunged to 
-19.5C! I had a few Colway M&S tyres tucked 
away so a set of those was mounted on 5” 
Minilites. Al Vines supplied a set of ex Monte 
lightly used studded tyres which were fitted to 
4½” Minilites and a pair of snow chains were 
included - just in case. A pair of spare wheel 
retainer brackets were mounted on the rear 
seat pan to make sure everything inside the car 
could be securely fastened down. Dash panels 
were installed; seats and harnesses changed. 
The windscreen had to be replaced at the last 
moment when it was cracked by a stone that 
hit it just below the driver’s eye line.

Southam Mini Centre had the car on their 
rolling road to set the carbs up properly and 
we were ready for the off. We crossed to 
the continent via Eurotunnel and motored 
serenely as far as Arras when we had a sudden 
sinking feeling - in fact it was a puncture! That 
changed, we overnighted at Reims where 
we met the other two UK crews who were 
event regulars. Actually it was 1½ crews 
as one of the navigators had dropped out 

Starting 
list of 
crews

The car undergoing preparation

Studded tyres mounted in the rear

On the rollers @ Southam Mini Centre On the start line

Taking it carefully on the ice in the Crozot forest

Waiting our turn on track @ Circuit de Lignière



Mini Cooper Register | 33

COMPETITION

at the last moment. Next day we had the 
puncture repaired at a British car specialist on 
the outskirts of Reims and, thereafter, had a 
trouble free run in pleasant sunshine down to 
Lausanne, covering many miles on roads that 
Nicky had only seen in the dark on his several 
Monte trips.

The event started at the Facchinetti BMW/
Mini dealership at Vich from whence we 
headed off up into the hills to Romainmôtier. 
There was a wide selection of thirty classic 
Minis competing from a 1960 Morris 850 with 
Arden 8 port head to a 1999 Rover Cooper 
Sport. Unlike UK events this was  ‘regularity’ 
all the way from start to finish, something we 
as newbies were not initially aware of. More 
by luck than judgement, we only picked up a 
20 point penalty on the first section which saw 
us in 11th place. Fellow Brits Keith and Chris 
Barnes were 20th and Richard Dickson who 
was competing sans navigator was 15th!

Another surprise was the three minute delay 
between entering a control and leaving; 
this cost us 270 penalties on the next two 
sections which were from Romainmôtier to 
Sainte-Croix and then on to Le Locle. These 
penalties dropped us to 18th place. Damn! 
Had we been aware of these minor time 
keeping details our result would have been 
rather better as we were well on the pace. 
The Barnes were 13th and still leading them in 
12th was solo flying Dickson. 

Many other crews picked up sizeable penalties 
on the third section where there were a 
couple of icy sections but not enough to 
warrant stopping to change to the studded 
tyres. The lack of neutral sections (or non-
regularity road miles) made planning refuelling 
stops a tad difficult as you had to look out for 
the secret regularity checks and try and refuel 
ASAP after one to give yourself a chance to 
make up the time lost whilst refuelling - but 
their secret nature made them rather difficult 
to spot. We cleaned the next two sections 
which had us racing up the standings to eighth. 

Traditionally the event includes a section on 
a race track and this year the chosen track 
was the Circuit de Lignière. Drivers had to 
set a lap time at any speed they liked and then 
complete five laps within as close a time to 
the original as possible – all the times being 
centrally monitored via a transponder fitted 
to each car. With up to ten cars on the track 
at the same time (with some attacking the 
track with great gusto and others taking it 
very steady) it was not as easy as you might 
think to maintain the same pace for five laps. 
We were within eight seconds, with the best 
being three seconds, whilst some drivers had 
trouble counting to five and so didn‘t complete 
enough laps. Some attacked: Richard Dickson 
had a fastest lap of 1minute 11seconds and 
was remarkably consistent, whilst Michel 
Chatigny in a 1071 S was very entertaining and 
very inconsistent – over a minute between his 

fastest and slowest laps. Fastest lap went to 
the innocuous looking but well driven Rover 
Cooper of Philippe Paget with a couple of 
1minute 9 seconds laps.

After the lappery there was a lunch break and 
then a 60km section to Monfaucon which we 
cleaned. So far all the navigation had been via 
a road book with tulip diagrams, whereas the 
final section of the day, a run to the overnight 
halt at Delemont, used a marked map which 
caused some a few problems. We ended the 
day in 7th place, the Barnes boys were 10th and 
solo man Dickson was still doing well in 17th.

Sunday dawned neither bright nor sunny but 
with three more sections ahead of us. The first 
was a 60km from Delemont to St Martin and, 
for some reason, everyone picked up plenty of 
penalties on this section. Next was a marked 
map section from St Martin to Boudry which 
involved passing through a couple of small 
towns where the navigation required careful 
concentration. The final section was another 
37km from Boudry to Vugelles which we 
cleaned. After all the numbers were crunched, 
we were 7th overall and best British crew. We 
were pretty pleased as it was our first event 
together for three years and first time on this 
event. At the final reckoning Keith and Chris 
Barnes were 10th and Richard Dickson a very 
creditable 16th.

Our round trip, including the event, totalled 
2,300 miles at about 32mpg. The only 
problem, apart from the aforementioned 
puncture, was a broken exhaust mount which 
was repaired on the way home.

The organisers made all of the competitors 
very welcome and instructions were 
communicated in English as well as French. 
I know that even the thought of driving a 
classic Mini in January seems an anathema to 
many of you but, for those who fancy a bit of 
mid-winter motorsport, the Mini Winter Rally 
comes highly recommended.

André Latéral Replacing a rear exhaust mounting 
on the journey home

Numerous cars waiting at St Martin

Richard Dickson hunting down 
Riccardo Bonino

Keith and Chris Barnes at speed

Olivier Filliettaz and 1966 Cooper S approaching the final control
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The Rallye Monte Carlo Classique and The Heritage run
By John Smith

Ninety years ago, in 1926, the Honourable Victor Bruce set 
off from John O’Groats and became the first British driver to 

win the Monte Carlo Rally, and using a British AC car to do so. To 
mark this milestone achievement the Caledonian Classic & Historic 
Motorsport Club this year staged The Rallye Monte Carlo Classique, 
an official Automobile de Monaco event, running from John O’Groats 
to Monte Carlo via the Rallye Historique start at Paisley Abbey, along 
a distance of 1,550 miles. The Classique event was open to any pre-
1960 car so, with my Mpi Alice, I made do with running the parallel 
Heritage run from John O’Groats to Dumfries. A mere stroll for me in 
comparison to the Classique rally at only 400 miles in distance.

As you would expect in Northern latitudes, sunrise was still a little 
way off when the cars were flagged off from the start at 08:00 
to head south on the A9 towards Inverness and on to Paisley and 
beyond. The route passed through Golspie, Blair Atholl, Kingussie, 
Killiekrankie and many other highland towns and villages on the 
way. The lead car was driven by Michael Grimmond, Victor Bruce’s 
grandson, in his grandfather’s 1926 AC, a fine car but with neither 
roof nor any protection against the January elements. Which makes 
a draughty Mini look positively snug. 

The convoy of classics made quite an impact on the journey south with 
many waves from the roadside and toots and flashes from other road 
users greeting the impressive range of cars. 

I was the only Mini to make the journey from John O’Groats and, 
with no Minis amongst the Historique starters this year, I joined 4 
other Minis who were the Heritage Run entrants at Paisley Abbey. 
There was a Works inspired modified Spi, a Mk1 Cooper S, a 35 
Monte Carlo LE and a modified 1275 round nose. All of these Minis 

were in immaculate condition, although my taped down bonnet let 
the side down just a little. 

The welcome at Paisley was, as always, very warm on a winter’s day 
and there were plenty of opportunities to have a look at the official 
ACM Monte Historique entrants before they led the way across the 
start ramp at 18:00.

All the Historique and Classique runners led the way towards 
Dumfries and the promise of a Mediterranean welcome whilst the 
Heritage runners made do with Aulddgirth Inn, a former Monte 
watering stop north of Dumfries or a trip to the Bonnie Banks of 
Loch Lomond at Balmaha.

Once again, it was a fine adventure and an enjoyable couple of days 
on the Scottish winter roads in fine motoring company. The tail end 
of storm Jonas didn’t dampen the spirits and I look forward to taking 
to the road again next January. 

Maybe its time to go to the Mediterranean….?

John Smith

The Honourable Victor Bruce in his AC on his 
way to winning the Monte Carlo rally in 1926

Victor Bruce’s AC at the start line of the Classicque 90 years on Paisley Abbey start ramp

Mk1 Cooper S Works replica at Paisley
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Alice at Auldgirth

A nice Monte Carlo Le at Paisley too
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Following on from the successful running of the Mini Cup section of the 
Championship in 2015, culminating in a record 12 Minis competing on the final 

rounds on the Rally Isle of Man last September, this year has started with a massive 
resurgence of interest in rallying Minis.

The Championship was launched at the Historic Rally Car Register ‘Open Day’ at 
the British Motor Museum at Gaydon on Saturday 16th January. The Championship 
will consist of 7 rounds all on asphalt, which, in my view, partly accounts for the 
interest from the Mini fraternity, starting with the Agbo Stages at Weston Park on 
20th March. So popular is this particular event, also launched at the Open day, that 
the entry list of 75 was filled in one day.

Of the 31 crews registered for the Championship by the end of January no fewer 
than 20 are entered in Minis split into classes depending on age and size of engine. 
There was a variety of other makes of cars including Geoff Taylor in a Hillman Imp 
competing against Ken Pryce in his 970 ‘S’ in the up to 1,000cc class. There are 4 
Ford Escorts predictably, a Triumph 2.5PI in the hands of Lee Sellars who was runner 
up in 2015, and Stuart Anderson 3rd last year in a Vauxhall Chevette.

With 20 Minis entered, the competition for the Mini Sport Mini Cup will be even 
more hard fought than in 2015.

Leading crews entered so far include 2015 Mini Cup winner Andrew O’Hanlon in his 
Cooper S, and Clive King in his very quick 8 port Cooper S, full of confidence after 
his impressive drive on Wales Rally GB. Other top crews from last year include Shane 
Gamble, Pete Ellerby, Eric Davies and myself in the usual MiniSpares Cooper S 277 
BRX, to name but a few.

Into the mix this year comes Adrian Kermode who blew all other Minis into the 
weeds on the Isle of Man last year only to retire with 3 stages to go with a failed coil. 
He assures me he has a spare now fitted under the bonnet!

Also from the Leyland stable in the up to 1,300cc class is the very experienced Trevor 
Godwin in a Morris Marina.

The camaraderie amongst the Mini crews is what makes the atmosphere 
special and is a major factor in the popularity of this class of the sport, with 
cars not cheap but a fraction of the cost to run compared to the big Escorts 
and Porsche 911s. This is combined with the on event support from MiniSport 
which is superb.

I will be in trouble if I don’t mention the intrepid band of co-drivers who endeavour 
to keep us on the straight and narrow, not always successfully! They are, along 
with the service crews, the unsung heroes of the sport. As I write this report my 
regular co-driver, Graham Carter, is pointing the way round the French Alps for 
Bill Richards in his Cooper S registered PRX 720B on the 19th running of the Rallye 
Monte-Carlo Historique.

Preview of the HRCR Mintex 2016 ‘Old Stager’ Championship
Incorporating the Mini Sport Mini Cup By Peter Horsburgh

COMPETITION
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The events to look out for this year, with four 
scores counting for points at the end of the 
year are:

Agbo Stages
Sunday 20th March
Weston Park, Shropshire. The season 
opens with the 20th running of this popular 
event within the 1000 acre estate of Weston 
Park providing over 40 stage miles for 
competitors.  www.owenmotoringclub.
co.uk agbostages@hotmail.co.uk
Stages agbostages@hotmail.co.uk  
www.owenmotoringclub.co.uk

Dixies Historic Challenge
Sunday 1st May
Also a round of the HRCR Stage Masters 
Challenge – Asphalt – Epynt.  Run for the 
first time in 2015 this event became an instant 
hit with competitors providing 45 miles of 
stages within a compact route on the famous 
military ranges. www.southwalesac.com 
gfieldphot@btinternet.com
AsphaltDixies Historic Challenge  
gfieldphot@btinternet.com  
www.southwalesac.com

Red Dragon IT Stages
Saturday 28th May
Down Ampney. The championship returns 
to this Cotswold venue. Run over eight stages 
and with a water splash that created some 
exciting moments in 2015!   www.emcos.
co.uk julie_ritchings@btconnect.com
Emcos julie_ritchings@btconnect.com  
www.emcos.co.uk

Garth Tyre and Auto Services Midsummer
Sunday 12th June
Caerwent, Monmouthshire. This well 
known MOD venue is host to this event, 
which will be organised by the experienced 
Forresters Car club. They have promised to 
provide some ‘historic’ friendly but challenging 
stages. www.forresterscarclub.co.uk 
neilfuller12@hotmail.com
Forresters Car club  
neilfuller12@hotmail.com  
www.forresterscarclub.co.uk

Carfax Throckmorton Stages
Saturday 6th August
Pershore, Worcestershire. New to the Championship this event will offer 60 miles of smooth 
flowing tests, over ten stages and plenty of service time, at this popular venue.  
www.oxfordmotorclub.co.uk a304sca@aol.com
Oxford Motor Club a304sca@aol.com www.oxfordmotorclub.co.uk

Rallee Classicagh – Rally Isle of Man
Thursday 15th September-Saturday 17th September
Also a round of the HRCR Stage Masters Challenge – Asphalt – Isle of Man.  Based at the 
TT Grandstand and counting as two championship rounds we have our season finale offering 170 
miles of classic stages. Opening with the popular spectator stage on the Promenade and including 
the classic Friday evening run through Castletown and the finish on Saturday with the Classic 
stage to the Grandstand.
Rally Isle of Man rally@rallyisleofman.co.im www.rallyisleofman.co.im

We hope for the promise of an even bigger contingent of Japanese competitors on their now 
regular journey to the Isle of Man, maybe 6 crews this year? I hope so as they bring a whole 
different spirit to the Mini rally scene thanks to Shinobu Kitano and his friends.

All in all the 2016 season promises to be one of the best. I hope you can join us or come along 
and soak up the atmosphere as a spectator, marshal or service crew.

All photos courtesy of Kevin Baldwin at www. kpbphotography.co.uk  and the author.

Peter Horsburgh
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

GRX5D, 55D and 555D

The HRCR Open Day held at 
Gaydon in January had a display 
commemorating the Monte 1966 
lighting fiasco and Bill Price had 
managed to secure two of the Works 
Minis from that event to be centre 
stage of the display. GRX 5D owned by 
David Wenman was there as was GRX 
55D owned by Greg Dobson. GRX 
55D I’ve not seen for absolutely years, 
I think from memory about twenty five 
years ago at a show near Tunbridge 
Wells in Kent. GRX 5D we have seen 
before at Beaulieu but not for a good 

while, so it was nice to see these two survivors from the 1966 Monte 
on display. I hope to be able to entice the two owners to show their 
cars at Beaulieu this year. Sadly, although in this country, GRX 555D – 
and less we not forget, the ‘winner’ of the 1966 Monte, is still under 
restoration and not really ready to be displayed. The good news on 
that front is that after an enforced break of over a year, work is again 
underway to finish this most important car.

The owner of GRX 555D, an old friend of the late and much missed 
Paul Lips, who is based in Italy, has been trying to sort out all of the 
many parts needed to finish the car’s build that found their way 
back to Italy when Paul had the car. Paul for all the right reasons had 
progressively taken most of the parts back to Italy, to either restore 
them, or replace them. Sadly, because of Paul’s untimely passing, the 
parts never returned. Paul, as many will know, had amassed a huge 
quantity of Mini parts over the years and these were distributed in 
numerous locations around Milan in Italy. Collating all of these into 
one location has been a mammoth task for the family which is now 
nearing completion. Shortly a visit will be made to Italy to hopefully 
secure all of the parts needed to finish the restoration. 

The first job will be wiring the car. This work has been entrusted to 
Paul Price who was one of the Lucas technicians assigned to Abingdon 
and he tells us he’s worked out how the ‘illegal’ dim-dip is to work 
and the car will indeed have this function working on the car.  When 
I visited Chris Spennewyn’s workshop recently, the car was more 
complete than I remembered, sitting on its sub frames as a rolling 
chassis with its Swiftune built engine installed. However, once Chris 

and I went over the car, it soon became obvious there was still a great 
deal of work still to do. This should keep Chris busy for many more 
months ahead, fitting it in with the many other Minis in various state 
of repair he also has to attend to. It should be a busy year for Chris 
but I’m sure when the car is finished it will be worth all of the effort. 
Hopefully, we will all get ample opportunity to see the car displayed 
here before it goes back to Italy. The only other task I still have to 
undertake is to try and dissuade the owner from using the car in 
historic rallies which, at this moment in time, he seems to want to 
do. I think the car deserves better than that and, to risk such a car in 
competition is more than I’d be prepared to do.

JBL 172D has a new owner

This interesting car owned by John Lloyd for a very long time (and 
before that Gethin Jones) and still in an Abingdon bodyshell, has been 
under restoration for quite a while.   The news is that the car now 
has new owners in the shape of Mike Mark and Barbara Alexander. 
Glen Chappelle had been responsible for much of the restoration and 
build of the car, sadly has not moved forward for a long while as other 
pressures on Glen’s time have prevailed. John Lloyd for his part has 
also had heavy demands on his time with his Moke business and the 
tough and difficult decision was made to let the Works Mini go, along 
with his Works Allegro. 

JBL 172D does come with a good number of parts, some original 
and some reproduction items, such as the seats for instance. The 
car did suffer when owned by Gethin Jones because at that time 
he was in the fortunate position of owning GRX 5D at the same 
time and with both cars in various stages of dismantling, and both 
in need of parts, some of JBL’s parts were sacrificed to rebuild 

Robert Young
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GRX 5D at Gaydon in January at the HRCR display

GRX 55D shown at Gaydon for the first time in many years

JBL 172D back in 2007 at Beaulieu
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GRX 5D. Over the years John has acquired many Works parts to 
add to those that came with the car but I know the hunt will be on 
for some of the detail parts still needed for the car. It will be great 
to see it with the knock-off Minilites seen on its last event, the 
1967 Tour de Corse.

As for Mike and Barbara, they are on a self confessed steep learning 
curve into the myriad ways of a Works Mini. Despite this, Mike’s 
reputation as a fine engineer and Barbara for her ability to get equally 
stuck into the most difficult of restorations - I’m sure between 
them we will see the car turned out superbly and it will, no doubt, 
be a fine example they will be proud of. If the work that Mark did 
on the Works Cooper Car Co car they own is anything to go by, 
it will indeed be a good car. I should be paying a visit to Mike and 
Barbara very soon to help them on their way with some advice and 
information perhaps – and, indeed, to have a good nose around the 
car which I last saw at Beaulieu in 2007. Watch this space for news 
and progress.

Andy Harrison is the new owner of John Lloyd’s Works Allegro, 
which we last saw at Beaulieu in 2005 and I don’t think it has changed 
much since then, if anything it’s likely got worse - if that were 
possible! Andy is no stranger to this Allegro as he once owned and 
competed with the car in its earlier life, so that too has gone to a 
good and deserving home. I’m sure Andy will do a fine job with on 
the car. 

Robert Young

Tour de Corse knock off Minilites

The Works Allegro at Beaulieu in 2005

Appendix K Register

Season Preview – 2016

By the time you read this the start of the 
2016 historic touring car racing season 
will be just days away, so I thought it 
would be interesting to look back at 
the trends of 2015 and what they may 
indicate for the coming race year.

Well, for a start, there was no racing 
for Marc and I last year as we were still 
recovering from the cost of repairing 
our car from the major shunt we had at 
the end of 2012. However, we managed 

a day out at Blyton Park (actually an 
old airfield!) for the excellent Mk1 

Performance Day but that was it. Regrettably, the trend will continue 
this year putting me at somewhat of a disadvantage currently in 
updating you as far as FIA Appendix K racing is concerned.

The first race meeting of the year for your diaries, where you can see 
historic Minis racing, is at the 74th Goodwood Members Meeting, and 
at the time of writing I understand there are still a few non-member 
tickets available if you have not already got a ticket. Now, following 
two increasingly successful years, the 74th Goodwood Members 
Meeting takes place on the 19th and 20th March and will, once again, 
feature the crowd pleasing Gerry Marshall Trophy that will see the 
Swiftune 1275 GT Minis battle against the Ford Capris and Chevrolet 
Cameros. There may also be a third car involved this year as I know 
that MCR member, Steve Jones, has built a race 1275 GT, but do 
not know if he has an entry. It’s not Appendix K true, but great to 
watch, especially if it rains! Also racing at the meeting Nick Swift will 
be looking to repeat the outright win he had at the 72nd Members 
Meeting in the Swiftune works FIA Appendix K car. Well worth a trip 
to the south coast in my view.

Looking back at what I do know of last year, 2015 appears, from a 
drivers point of view, to have been a year of yet more polarisation 
between the large and more expensive to enter ‘endurance’ events 
run by Masters and U2TC and ‘clubman’ racing mainly with the 
HSCC. I envisage this situation will continue to grow this year 
however, there is a welcome new opportunity in the middle ground 
from Julius Thurgood and his Historic Racing Drivers Club in the form 
of the ‘A Series Challenge’. This will be a series of races for pre 66 
Sports, GT and Touring Cars with A series engines, taking place on 
dates as per the list you should find elsewhere on this page. Races will 
generally be of 45 minutes duration, entry fees at half the cost of the 
longer endurance races for approximately 15 minutes less track time, 
and about twice as much time as the HSCC ‘sprint xraces’. Expect 
to see Minis, Sprites, Midgets, A35s, A40s and Morris Minors, not to 
mention A series engined Lotus 7s, Unipowers, Mini Marcos’ and the 
like. An initial race took place in November last year at Donington 
where FIA Cooper S types dominated in practice, but first past the 
post in the race was an Austin Healey Sebring Sprite. By all accounts 
it was a close and exciting race, which bodes well for this season, 
and I could even be tempted out myself in the autumn if I watch the 
pennies. This series seems a good compromise to me in terms of 
cost, track time and friendly atmosphere for competitors, whereas 
the HSCC events are quite short and fiercely competitive and thus 
sometimes leads to panel damage or worse. 

The downside of the ‘A series Challenge Races for me will be 
that they generally are to take place at events where most of the 
other races will be for a mixed bag of ‘modern stuff’ and in some 
cases go-karts which, from a spectating point of view, does not 
interest me as I prefer meetings where the other races are for 
historics. However, there is one big saving grace in that at the 
same meetings as the A Series Challenge you will also be able 
to see ‘A30/A35 Academy Races’ which are Julius’s latest idea to 
keep the cost of historic motor racing down and to re-create the 
friendly atmosphere of clubman racing of the 50s and 60s. Not 
Minis I accept, but A series engines so there is some affinity with 

Russell Earnshaw
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our favourite.  The cars are all prepared to a very tightly controlled 
specification, which should lead to close and competitive racing at 
moderate cost. There is also the tantalizing prospect for all those 
taking part of an invitation from his Lordship, Charles March, to 
participate in his St Mary’s Trophy Race at this year’s Goodwood 
Revival, which I have heard on the grapevine will be all A30/A35. I 
wonder if ‘revival meister,’ Mr Swift has one under preparation. It 
would be interesting to see how he goes with rear wheel drive.

The endurance racing organized by Masters brings us closest to the 
spectacle of 1960s British Touring Car racing with a full range of 
Pre 66 cars from the American muscle cars through Lotus Cortinas, 
BMWs and Alfas to the Cooper S snapping at all their heels and in the 
wet, always giving them a good run for their money, as in vain they try 
to put their power down. The Masters events in the UK are always 
well supported and well worth spectating at, as you will also see 
historic Formula 1 cars. The man to beat in all the big events is still, 
it seems, Nick Swift. Watch out this year to see if Jonathan Lewis can 
get the better of Nick, if he doesn’t, it will not be for want of trying 
by Jonathan who ran an immaculately prepared Cooper in Cooper 
Works like livery in a very professional manner last season.

From what I know of Cooper S racing in Europe last year, racing in 
Holland was well supported with the Zandvoort Historic Meeting 
in September seeing huge grids in almost every race and massive 
crowds. If you live in the south of England it is not too difficult to pop 

across the channel for a splendid weekend of racing amongst the sand 
dunes! Our member Rene De Vries emailed me to say that in 2016 
he will race in the Dutch NK HTGT championship and also in some 
Masters races. The NK HTGT championship is for pre 66 touring cars 
and sport cars, with a FIA Historic Passport. Rene says in the coming 
season there will be competitors from Germany, Romania, Sweden, 
Belgium and the UK, which should make for a good spectacle at these 
well-supported events. For this year he expects around 8 Cooper Ss 
to compete in the championship. 

Rene has just registered two further Appendix K cars with me; if you 
have an Appendix K car please let me have the details to add to my 
list. Later this year I hope to produce statistics from my list of how 
many of these cars there are around. 

Rene is now running a team with four Cooper Ss and has one 
car that drivers with the appropriate license can hire for the 
NK HTGT championship. It’s a Swiftune powered Austin Cooper 
S and a former champion in class which Rene drove together with 
Jonathan Lewis last year. He can also offer a service for UK drivers 
to run their car in the Dutch championship. He will store your car, 
bring it to the circuits and offer hospitality. Drivers can get there 
using cheap flights into to Amsterdam, what could be more simple? 
What are you waiting for out there, an interesting alternative and 
a change from racing in the UK? So, if you are interested contact 
Rene at rene@hr-restorations.nl / rene@csi-ignition.nl or call 0031-
651205346. At the moment Rene is building a new racecar for 
himself, which is currently in the paint shop, see the attached pictures 
showing his current car under preparation. 

Appendix K racing in France, organized by Philippe Querrier, is alive 
and well again as part of the Maxi 1,000 series and I understand that a 
number UK drivers intend taking part in the Pau Grand Prix round over a 
weekend of May. Why not take the weekend off and fly direct to Pau and 
watch the proceedings around the street circuit, much like Monaco? Pau 
is a lovely city with fantastic views to the nearby Pyrenees. I was there 
last September, more about this together with a list of the dates for the 
French races in next month’s issue of CooperWorld.

Moving on to the ‘Buy Box Pre 66 Touring Car Championship’ run by 
the HRSR and the HSCC, it had an interesting outcome last year in that 
John Milicevic finished third overall in the championship, but had he not 
missed 5 of the rounds it most certainly would have been a close run 
thing with Simon Benoy in his Imp. This was the first season in saloons 
for Jon in his immaculate self prepared dark blue and white Cooper S. It 
was interesting to see that Jon’s class K4, FIA Appendix K car appeared 
to have the legs of past champion, Roger Godfrey, in his well known 
and much raced more extensively modified class D car, suggesting that 
with the engine development which has gone on over the last year or 
two, notably by Swiftune, the Appendix K cars with twin H4 SUs are no 
longer at a significant disadvantage to the class D cars with their Weber 
carburetor. Jon’s success is, however, not such a surprise in that he has 
previous raced very successfully in a Cooper T59 Formula Junior car 
and others painted in the same blue and white scheme as the Cooper 

Jon Milicevic leading the way in HSCC roundDe Vries Car fine tuning in progress

Jonathan Lewis in his immaculate and fast Cooper S three wheeling 
it at HSCC race meeting at Thruxton last year
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fair to say that if your body number or engine number is higher than 
the given change point then it will be that part; but it is not the same 

S. It would be nice to see more cars in class K4 in 2016 and bearing 
mind that there seems little to choose in performance between classes 
K4 and D it would, in my view, be great if all the Cooper Ss were 
running in K4, but I guess this just won’t happen.

So, watch out for the racing at any of the venues I have listed in the 
table. I have not included dates for the races which occur elsewhere 
in Europe, but if someone can let me have the information I will gladly 
publish it in this column along with the French and Dutch races in the 
not too distant future. 

Russell Earnshaw

Cooper S Mk 1 Register

It has all been rather surprisingly quiet 
on the Mk1 S front of late so I thought 
as it is winter one should slip into 
anorak mode.

As with all manufacturers BMC 
endeavoured to improve the product 
as they went along and the many 
change points are usually recorded 
in the parts lists of the time; BMC 
publications AKD 3509 Mechanical 
Parts List and AKD 3510 are the ones 
for the Mk1 Cooper & S and the 
mechanical one in particular is quite a 

weighty tome. If changes are recorded 
by body number or engine number it is 

Simon Wheatcroft

AKD 3509 - The classic BMC Mechanical service parts list books 
can be a great aid during a restoration but as with all books one 
should read wisely

AKD 3510 – The classic BMC body service parts book

Appendix K Races - 2016 calendar

date circuit series

18/19 March Goodwood 74th Members Meeting

10 April Brands Hatch HRDC A Series Challenge

16/17 April Castle Combe HSCC

21 May Oulton Park HRDC A Series Challenge

21/22 May Silverstone HSCC

28/29 May Brands Hatch Masters Pre '66 Saloons

30April/1 May Blyton Mk1 Performance Track Day

4/5  June Snetterton HSCC x2

12 June Snetterton HRDC A Series Challenge

18/19 June Cadwell Park HSCC x2

1/3 July Brands GP HSCC x2

2/3 July Donington Masters (+U2TC?)

16 July Castel Combe HRDC A Series Challenge

16/17 July Brands MSVR Mini Festival

29/31 July Silverstone Classic Masters (+U2TC?)

6/7 August Croft HSCC

27/29 August Oulton Park HSCC

2/4 Sept Zandvoort Masters

10/11 Sept Goodwood Revival

16/18 September Spa 6 Hours Masters/HSCC

24 September Thruxton HRDC A Series Challenge

15 October Donington HRDC A Series Challenge

15 October Silverstone HSCC

15/16 October Jarama Masters

FIA Appendix K Touring Car Races 2016
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with chassis numbers. There are probably two reasons for this, firstly, 
the cars were not built in chassis number order and, secondly, the 
parts books are wrong!

Taking hydrolastic suspension as an example, according to AKD 
3510, the various clips on the floor for the hydrolastic pipes were 
introduced at 552243 on 1275cc Austin Cooper S. The same 
chassis number is listed as the first hydrolastic car in AKD 3509. 
This car was built on 24th September 1964 but there are some 
twenty five hydrolastic cars built before this one, some with a 
higher chassis number and some with a lower one! One therefore 
wonders why 552243 was apparently selected at random as the 
first when, according to the records held at BMIHT Gaydon, it 
clearly wasn’t.

More strangeness - according to AKD 3509 - is that the first right 
hand drive hydrolastic Morris 998 Cooper is 550743 but that is a 970 
chassis number; the first 970 is listed as 550793 and, like the above 
Austin 1275cc example, it wasn’t the first.

All changes and first car of each model each year etc. must have been 
recorded at BMC in some record other than the build ledgers and 
one can only assume that they never bothered to cross reference 
numbers before putting them into print or sharing them with Glass’s 
and the like. Chassis and body numbers would presumably have come 
from the production line at Longbridge but Cooper S engine/gearbox 
units were all built at Morris Engines in Coventry and, of course, 
other cars were built in other factories.

Incidentally, some parts were changed but the part numbers were 
not, for example, the front bumper mounting lip. At some point 
two cuts were introduced, presumably to make the fitting of the 

Early 1071 S front panel showing the complete bumper mounting lip

By the beginning of 1966 these two cut outs had quietly been introduced

over-riders easier but the part number remained the same. Perhaps 
a more surprising one is the outer sill. Once the separate sills were 
introduced way back in 1960 the part number didn’t change right up 
to the end of Rover Cooper production in 2000 despite the number 
of vents or flutes being increased from four to six in 1970.

I need to go and lie down in a darkened room now as my OCD is 
kicking in. But before that, a reminder that Beaulieu will be upon us 
before you can say “How much for a Mk1 Cooper S?” and I expect 
three display cars will be required. So, if you will be there on the day 
come hell or high water, please get in touch.

Simon Wheatcroft

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

I received a nice letter together with 
proper photographs through the 
post recently from AD Bowen with 
an update about the progress of his 
restoration of FLD 919C. His 1965 
Austin 998 Cooper was purchased way 
back in September 2012, and progress 
is claimed to be slow going, but I have 
known many restorations taking much 
longer.

The ‘as bought’ photo shows the car 
with alloy Minilite style wheels and 
painted in what looks to be a green 
metallic colour judging by the sheen 
in the paintwork. The car appeared to 

look fairly sound but as many will know trouble often gets hidden 
beneath paint. FLD was completely stripped for the welding it 
needed and as some of the photos show, much has been done 
including the removal of the front panel, both front wings and with 
rot also extending into the scuttle area this need to be attended too; 
a favourite hiding place for moisture to develop in the box section 
and then eventually break out as rust. Other areas of the car that can 
be seen show the usual troublesome issues such as the sills and with 
a repair section on the rear quarter probably the section of sill in the 
rear pocket has been affected as well.

The paintwork of the car was entrusted initially to one company, but 
with that organisation being so busy the car seemed to have been 
put on hold and so FLD was sent elsewhere to another paint shop. 
Progress on the car was unfortunately further delayed when AD was 
knocked off his bicycle which lead to a delay on the car of about 6 
months whilst AD was on the mend! Eventually, AD got well and 
so the engine could be worked on. It was stripped and as part of its 
rebuild it was fitted with a camshaft, oil pump, piston rings, rocker 

FLD in as bought condition
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like the latest type available from Newton Commercial, and feedback 
about it seems to be quite favourable now that the brocade has been 
improved. The engine detailing looks quite good too especially with 
the new cotton covered wiring loom. I think FLD may have also 
been fitted with ‘S’ brakes that account for the taller master cylinder. 
However, in the press photos for the launch of the 997 Cooper, some 
of the press cars had this taller bodied master cylinder fitted. It would 
seem therefore that this was not a unique Cooper ‘S’ fitment.

So, perhaps FLD will be seen out and about at some point this year, 
and I look forward to seeing it.

That’s all for this month.

Barbara Alexander

shaft and bushes together with the clutch. It is well known that some 
small bore engine parts are getting difficult to source, in this case the 
small end crank bearings proved to initially be the problem.

With the body now back at home and re-painted in its original 
colour scheme of old English white with a black roof, the assembly 
of components has begun. The original hydrolastic units have proved 
to be sound as you can never tell until they have been pressurised. 
The correct coloured trim has now been fitted which looks to me 

Midway through body shell repairs

Engine bay all complete and looking really neat

Awaiting installation of the engine and gearbox and the hard work is 
nearly done!

Brand new Newton Commercial interior looking superb

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

I like writing the March report, it means 
spring is on the way, even if I am writing 
it at the end of January, and hopefully 
the weather’s starting to improve by the 
time you read this.

I’ve just got back from the show season 
opener at Bingley Hall near Stafford, 
where a few mates and I traditionally 
have an autojumble stall to sell surplus 
old Mini parts. Trouble is I always tend 
to come home out of pocket as I’m a 
sucker for those rare bits that always 
seem to turn up at this particular show 
and I suppose it’s a form of recycling. 
This time it was a pair of new old stock 

(nos) factory fit Mk 1/11 ‘S’ alloy petrol caps - a snip at £100 for 
the pair! And then one of those very nice plastic Speedwell throttle 
pedals, again a bargain at £70! I’m currently working on a Rover Mini 
based project so it was quite a contrast to be able to buy a good 
second hand tinted and heated rear screen, a full set of inertia reel 
seat belts and other bits and bobs as a job lot for £80. It’s certainly 
cheaper from a parts perspective to restore a later car. 

Whilst I didn’t see any Mk11 S examples on display at Bingley Hall, 
there was a car for sale in the car park. Long standing Mini enthusiast, 
Bernie Griffin, was selling his Tartan red and black Austin CGJ 561H. 
This is a car which has been on the register a long time with a note that 
it was restored way back in 1988/89. Its history is a little unclear, but it 
had certainly been ‘resting’ for a long while until it re-surfaced and sold 
at a Bonham’s auction in 2013. Bernie has not had the car long but has 
improved it including fitting the correct servo and repainting the wheels 
in the correct silver. A cursory look around the car on the trailer in the 

Nick Hunter
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car park showed that it is likely not to have been touched since its late 
1980s rebuild, and is still in good overall condition but would probably 
benefit from a strip and repaint to bring it back to its best. Perhaps of 
increasing importance these days is that it is still running on hydrolastic 
suspension. Good cars don’t tend to hang around long these days, so I 
wasn’t surprised to have a call from register member Pete Smith saying 
that he had bought the car over the weekend. Whilst it’s not for me to 
disclose the selling price, I think it’s fair to say the asking price of £20k is 

Pete Smith’s recent purchase CGJ 561H photo taken just after 
restoration in 1989

Tilling wind down window conversion just visible in SMO 666G

CGJ 561H as it looks today note the old Mini Cooper Club 
sticker on the windscreen

Nicely modified engine in SMO 666G

SMO 666G as recently advertised

TTE 620H as recently advertised
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Cooper Mk 2 Register

I was presently surprised when I received a car registration from 
John Cooper.  With such an iconic Mini name I had to know more. 
John is the proud owner of a Snowberry white MKII Morris Cooper, 
WRK 465G. 

It’s been a long journey to Cooper ownership for John which 
started way back in the 1980s.  John started with a cheap Mini as a 
runabout and he was hooked.  He ran it into the ground but it was his 
introduction to the classic car scene.  He wanted to know more about 
the history of this fantastic little car and after reading lots of Mini books 
and magazines, he realised he shared his name with the great man 
himself.  It was at that point he realised he wanted to own an original 
60s Cooper.  At the time, what with family commitments and all, funds 
were not available to buy one and so he struck on a strategy that would 
see Minis of all types undergo his fettling then be sold on.  He says over 
the years he has had just about every type of Mini including an East 
African 1275 GT Clubman to reach his ultimate goal.  Whenever he 
thought he had sufficient funds to realise his dream he found the price 
of Coopers had moved out of his reach yet again.      

It was not until July 2014 that an opportunity arose when a MKII 
Cooper appeared for sale on eBay with only 3 previous owners.  The 
owner at the time needed to sell the car and after some tricky on/
off negotiations the car was John’s. Unfortunately, the car had been 
pretty much mucked about but it was a runner.  When John got it 
home he spent two days just making it respectable for the rest of the 
show season of 2014. 

where the market is currently for a car in this condition. The plan is for 
a sympathetic rebuild retaining as much of the original car as possible 
and I look forward to bringing you updates on the car’s progress. 
Congratulations on your purchase Pete.

Elsewhere on the register, another long term registered car, SMO 
666G, changed hands towards the end of last year. I was surprised then 
to see it for sale again early in the New Year. SMO has been tastefully 
modified over the years with nice touches including the rare 1960s 
Tilling Automotive wind up window conversion, a set of Dunlop D1 
alloy wheels and Benelite style grill. Add to this a unique paint scheme 
whereby the Snowberry white roof extends down to the waistline and 
which is then divided from the Sandy beige bodywork by what look like  
Elf/Hornet side trims, and you have a very attractive and distinctive car 
with a coach built look. According to the advert the engine has some 
serious performance upgrades thus giving the car 98bhp, so it goes 
as well as it looks. Still for sale as I write this, it is priced at £26,500. If 
you’ve bought this car, let me know and I can update the register.

In another classified advert, Hampshire dealer Camberley Marine 
and Sportscar have for sale what appears to be TTE 620H, a 1969 
Austin in Snowberry white and black. I say appears to be, because the 
photos of the car do not give a very clear shot of the number plate. 
The description of the car being Downton tuned though does tally 
with the notes I have on the register for TTE, together with the advert 
saying ‘last owner’ 27 years. From the register entry it says this car 
was restored way back in 1987 but may have had more work recently 
judging by the clean white paint under the wheel arches. Under the 
bonnet it is encouraging to see what looks like the body number still 
attached to the slam panel, correct servo, heater trunking and oil 
cooler pipes thus, all pointing to a good level of originality. There’s an 
aged Downton badge on the rocker cover and twin HS4 SU’s which 
may add credence to the Downton claims. The wheels look interesting 
in that they appear to be early Minilites with the raised beading edge, 
maybe magnesium; they’re also shod with an early set of Dunlop SP 
Sports tyres. Another plus is the original factory recliners. However, 
on the downside the car has lost its hydrolastic suspension and it looks 
like it has a Mk1 or Mk111 bootlid. The price of £21,995 seems fair 
particularly from a dealer with overheads to cover but as with all cars 
a full detailed check and inspection is essential before considering it. 
Please let me know for the register if you are the new owner.

Finally, if you’re currently looking to buy a car, remember that the 
DVLA have recently introduced the MOT history check facility 
whereby you can trace a car’s mileage and MOT history back to 2006 
provided you have the car’s registration number and make. This is 
really useful as it includes details of all fail and advisory points and will 
help you to verify a seller’s claims. Here’s the link you need to type 
into your web browser:  https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history.

That’s all for this month.

Nick Hunter 

Largely original engine bay of TTE 620H

John Cooper’s Morris MKII before restoration

John Cooper’s Morris MKII after restoration

Graham Robinson
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In November 2014 the complete strip down and restoration began.  
John had booked a temporary bay in The North East Restoration 
Club for three months, so the race was on to get the work finished 
on time.  It was probably not the best time of year to do the work 
as it was a bitterly cold winter.  A good friend, who was a retired 
mechanic wanted to do the engine for John so it had a complete 
rebuild. The engine was found to have lips on number 1 and number 
4 bores so John decided to have it re-bored and sleeved back to 
original spec. Thus, the original pistons could be reused which, once 
de-coked, were fine with little wear found. Most things, as is usual 
with an engine rebuild were done to it including: fitting new bearings, 
shells, all gaskets, new clutch, water pump, timing chain etc. The 
gearbox was checked and found to be in good nick fortunately. 

The shell was surprisingly solid as little mileage had been put on 
the car since 2007. When the blue paint was removed the original 

John Cooper’s car’s tidy engine bay

WRK 465G during restoration

Snowberry white was underneath it so John felt justified in taking a 
chance and buying the car. All that needed doing was a bit of welding 
to the rear parcel shelf along with a bit of guttering above the rear 
window. It was then re-sprayed in its original colours of Snowberry 
white and black roof.  By the time the car was back together, it was 
February and a mere 3 months from the start of the restoration 
thanks to lots of effort from his good friends John and Kevin who gave 
up their spare time to help, often in the freezing cold. Once the car 
was finished it was driven off to the MOT Station. The car passed 
first time with no advisories. Then came the difficult job of sourcing 
badges and bright work for the car which proved to be a nightmare.

With the restoration complete, John took the car to its first show 
but, unfortunately, on the way home the engine lost oil pressure 
after just 160 miles since the rebuild.  When the engine was stripped 
down he discovered the locating pin in the oil pump had come out. 
He had never heard of this happening before but it had happened to 
him. So, another rebuild and £800 later John thinks he has a usable 
Cooper.  He is obviously enjoying the car, having put over 2,000 miles 
on the clock just attending shows. And as an endorsement of all his 
and his friends’ hard work, WRK 465G won a trophy at its second 
show.  Even so, there is more work John would like to do on the car 
when funds allow. If you live in the North East, I hope you get the 
opportunity to see John’s car at a show near you.  

And now for something completely different; engine numbers.  I had 
an enquiry about how to determine the engine number prefix of a 
car built at the end of February 1969.  During its short production 
life, MKII Coopers had 3 engine number prefixes.  From the start of 
production in Sept 1967 the prefix was 9FD-SA- Hxxxxx until October 
1968 when it changed to 9FD-XE-Hxxxx with the introduction of 
the 4 syncro gearbox.  In March 1969 the number changed again to 
99H-377C-Hxxxxx, a new standardised system:  99 for all 1000cc 
engines and 12 for 1275cc engines.  Engines with 377C had a dynamo 
fitted whereas engines with 378C would have been fitted with an 
alternator, although 377C is the most common.  Unfortunately, cars 
built at the end of February 1969 are right on the cusp of the change.  
So, there is the possibility they could be either. With the introduction of 
the 99H-377C-H prefix the engine numbers were reset to 101.  If a car 
built around March, April or May has an engine number close to 101 
then it’s likely to have an engine prefix of 99H-377C-H.  If it’s in the 
thousands, then it will be 9FD-XE-H.  

Well, that’s about it for this month but for my annual appeal for display 
cars at this year’s National Mini Cooper Day at Beaulieu. It might seem 
a bit early but by the time you read this its only 3 months away. If you 
would like a prime parking space and free entry for you and your car, 
please contact me ASAP.  And don’t forget I am always interested to 
hear of your MKII Cooper rebuilds, restorations and experiences. 

Happy Coopering!!

Graham Robinson 

Rover Cooper Register

It would appear that my February 
2016 report feature on missing engine 
numbers of some late production Mpi 
Rover Coopers has caught the attention 
of several owners, all of whom, to begin 
with at any rate, believed that their 
car’s engine was blessed with a special 
number configured with an aesthetically 
pleasing row of zeros. The reality is very 
different: every engine was properly 
numbered when it left the factory.

The two common denominators in this 
problem are the vehicle identification 
label, affixed inside the ‘Service 
Portfolio’ handbook, and the ‘dot 

matrix’ method of stamping the engine blocks (a system introduced 

John Parnell
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in July1994 with the ‘12A2EJ02’ engine prefixes). Judging from the 
consistent repetition of the same engine number error, the vehicle 
identification labels surely had to be the culprit and these could only 
have been generated from one source: the Longbridge plant where 
the cars were built. 

Whether it was down to one particular individual, or an 
inadequately monitored system, these labels were either being 
printed off before an engine had been allocated to the car in 
question, or it was the sheer tedium of trying to decipher the 
spidery digits stamped into the engine block that caused the 
recording operative to key in a row of zeros to make up the 
requisite 14 digit engine number required by law. No doubt the 
labels were run off safe in the knowledge that any missing engine 
details would be rectified by the next layer in the system of 
control: the receiving Rover dealer. Dream on.

In an age where physical inspection and judgment had long given 
way to blindly replicating whatever was printed in front of them, 
it comes as no surprise that any mistake on an identification 
label is guaranteed to be repeated on the resulting DVLA V5 
registration document, as demonstrated by the extract pictured 
here. It was exactly this type of error that caused a sizable 
number of Cooper 35 LEs to be described on their V5s as a ‘Mini 
Equinox’ (detailed in my January 2012 report). In the event that 
your car’s V5 contains such an error, best practice is to get it 
corrected. An engine number forms part of a vehicle’s unique 
identity. If the V5 just states `12A2LK70000000’, how helpful 
is that? Likewise, trying to convince your insurer that the Mini 
Equinox they have called up from the DVLA system is actually a 
far more valuable Cooper 35.

Before I leave this topic, a word of warning about cleaning the 
dot matrix engine number (punched directly into the small ledge 
directly below No. 1 spark plug), in order to read it. These dot 
stampings are very shallow and can easily become illegible as a 
result of corrosion or the use of abrasives such as emery cloth, 
wet & dry paper or wire brushing. I would also caution against 
using any of the acid based household de-scaling products to 
degrade corrosion as these too can be quite aggressive. The best 
approach is to use a liquid chrome cleaner or T Cut, applied with 
a cloth, to gently remove surface oxidation layer by layer. As you 
do so, take digital pictures of the emerging number, some with 
flash, others without, to gauge which produces the best visual 
result. The important thing is stop cleaning at the optimum point. 
If corrosion has rendered the figures faint but just about readable, 
they are unlikely to become clearer with more cleaning. The next 
step is to preserve the number revealed with a generous smear 
of oil or grease in preference to WD40, which may not be so 
durable. Pictured here is a typical example of what you might be 
up against. The engine number shown has already lost most of its 
8 digit prefix, but fortunately the all important 6 digit element is 
still legible - just!

Bonnet Stripes

Like so many things we expect to see on a car, it is human nature to 
take the unremarkable for granted. During last November’s NEC 
Classic Motor Show I spent time examining the RSP Rover Coopers 
that the MCR had displayed on our club stand. It was only then 
that I noticed that the ‘John Cooper’ signatures on the RSP bonnet 
stripes are in fact separate decals applied after the main stripes have 
been stuck into place. Further, the signatures are not just positioned 
randomly either, but by means of a simple template that ensures a 
perfectly aligned spot-on result. At this juncture it is, perhaps, worth 
reminding ourselves that John Cooper bonnet signatures were only 
ever featured on RSP Rover Coopers; Spi and Mpi Cooper models 
had plain stripes, while production Mainstream and Cooper 35 
models had none at all. And there is more...

RSP bonnet stripes are cut straight across and finish about 1/8 inch 
above the line of the bonnet grille top moulding, leaving a narrow 
strip of exposed paintwork. Those on the Spi and Mpi cars finish flush 
with the top of the grille moulding. On the back edge of the bonnet, 
the RSP stripes are again cut straight across about 1/8 inch short of 
the bonnet rear edge. Stripes on Spi and Mpi models have rounded 
corners and finish about 1/4 inch short. Next comes the positioning of 
the stripes themselves; those on the RSP follow a vertical line 1/8 inch 
in from the edge of the bonnet. Spi and Mpi bonnet stripes are set 
further in at about 1/4 inch from the edge of the bonnet. 
If you are restoring a Rover Cooper, or any Rover Mini for that 
matter, it makes sense to measure and photograph the position of all 
existing decals, stripes and coachlines before you remove them. That 
little bit of time and effort will pay dividends when it comes to fitting 
the replacements once the bodyshell is restored and repainted.

The vehicle identification label is usually found on page 2 of the 
service handbook

Corrosion has nearly obliterated this engine number

RSP John Cooper signatures are separate decals applied to the 
bonnet stripes

V5 howlers like this usually mirror a poorly completed service 
handbook identification label



48 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

Tr
ev

or
 R

ip
le

y

One last point, don’t forget that bonnet stripes should match the 
shade of paint applied to the roof. This is particularly relevant if 
your car has a white roof. Up to approximately July 1998, the colour 
used was White Diamond. From then on it switched to Old English 
White. The clue is in the 3-digit paint code found on the chassis 
(VIN) plate; if it begins with a ‘W’ and the car’s roof is white, it will 
be Old English White. For more details, all of the Rover Cooper 
paint codes can be found in my May and June 2012 reports. Those 
of you requiring details of bonnet stripe kits for RSP models, 
including the all important locating template for the John Cooper 
signatures, should contact Roger Hunt of the RSP Register via: 
www.rsp-cooper-register.co.uk. 

Handbook Pack Update

I would like to convey my thanks to all of those members who have 
kindly responded to my request for details of the various handbooks 
that came with their cars. Variety is certainly the spice of life, and I am 
tabulating the results for publication in a future report.  

John Shirley owns a 1999 John Cooper LE and his car came with a 
dark green suede effect document wallet with a small winged Mini 
badge on the lower right hand corner of the front cover. The Service 
Portfolio booklet that came with John’s car is also different from other 
editions I have seen, namely, that it has a large ‘99’ printed across the 
top of the front cover. The publication number is: RCL 0303ENG  
02/2000 Mini - 2nd Edition.

John’s document wallet is the third such style I have come across that 
is attributable to the Mpi Mini era, and prompts me to ask what style 
of wallet was issued to 1997 and 1998 Mpi Rover Coopers. We also 

RSP bonnet stripes are trimmed with a straight edge

Spi and Mpi bonnet stripes have rounded corners

know that at some point in the year 2000, the ‘winged badge’ wallet 
was superseded by the embossed emblem version pictured at the 
top of page 41 of February’s CooperWorld. I suspect the changeover 
came in the last weeks of production in 2000.

Iris Grist’s January 1991 Mainstream car had its documents enclosed 
in a simple clear plastic wallet, while Brian Davage’s August 1994 
Monte Carlo LE received his handbooks in a grey plastic wallet. If 
your car falls between these two dates I would be delighted to know 
what booklets came with the car and what type of wallet they came 
in. The relevant publication number, edition number and publication 
date for any Rover owner’s handbook, service book, and in-car 
entertainment manual etc. can be found at the bottom of the first 
page inside the front cover.

And finally...

When it comes to originality, few things speak louder than a pristine, 
factory original, low mileage car as a point of reference. When 
John Shirley also asked me whether the millboard battery cover 
in the boot of a 1999 Rover Cooper should have the three flutes 
embossed on the top or a plain smooth top, I was lucky enough to 
find appropriate pictures of not one, but two such cars to settle 
the argument. One example was dated August 1992 and the other, 
September 2000. Both have battery covers with three embossed 
flutes running down the full length. Case closed.

Until next month...

British Summertime starts at 1:00am on 27th March. Bring it on!.

John Parnell 

1999 - Dark green sued effect wallet and ‘99’ Service Portfolio

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

Madrid Radford De Ville

In recent months I’ve had pleasure in 
working on two Radfords and both 
originally left hand drive ones. The first 
car I briefly reviewed last year being Nev 
Smyth’s 1967 Austin 1275 S with a hatch 
back, and the second a 1967 Cooper 998 
De Ville. Nev discovered the Cooper 
in Madrid four years ago and shortly 
after found the hatch back in the US. 
Both cars were imported to the UK and 
subsequently the Madrid car was sold 
to Simon Joslin who has wasted no time 
in stripping the car to the bare bones. 
Having spent most of its life in a dry 
warm city has helped preserve the mostly 

original bodywork with any welding it did need done by Simon himself.

Harold Radford Coachbuilders, then in Hammersmith, painted the 
car in a two-tone format, with a silver top half and a metallic regal red 
lower half to replace the factory colours of Almond green with old 

Steve Burkinshaw
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On the outside Simon spent a long time deciding which colour 
scheme would suit the car and settled for 1960s Aston Martin shades 
of Silver birch top half and metallic Sage green lower half - Sage green 
having been used on Paul McCartney’s 1965 Radford. The addition 
of an Elf/Hornet chrome waistband enhances the superb paintwork 
and all completed with the ever popular Mk1 Cosmic wheels and 
Benelite grille incorporating Lucas fog and spot lamps. The new grey 
leather and plush carpet compliment the car beautifully and the finish 
is of the highest standard, all of which has been achieved very quickly 
by Simon and the specialists employed to carry out some of the 

English white roof. The car was fitted with reclining seats and all the 
interior was re-trimmed in parchment coloured vinyl. The car was 
also fitted with a fully loaded GT Radford dash and centre console 
covered in black vinyl. Electric windows and quarter lights added to 
the list of extras, but no sun roof. In common with such conversions, 
Downton Engineering upgraded the engine which they endorsed with 
stamped identity on the cylinder head. Simon had his local specialist, 
Bill Richards, rebuild the engine and original 333 gearbox. Engine 
work included D-top pistons, a bore of plus 40 and the crank is at 10-
10. The car also retains its hydroelastic suspension.

Simon’s car’s beautifully re-trimmed interior

Silver birch over Sage green

Centre console in place

Nearing Completion

Downton engineering engine coding

A car I over looked and recently imported from Japan
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restoration work. At this pace, this now converted to right hand drive 
car will be on display for the first time at Beaulieu this June.

Just to finish, I was delighted to see three coachbuilt cars which I’ve 
recently featured on centre display at the British Mini Fair in Bingley 
Hall, Staffs. The three cars were Nev Smyth’s Radford, Graham 
Smith’s 1967 W&P Riley Elf and Adrian Kermode’s 1978 W&P 
Margrave, Clubman 1275 GT. For me the Bingley show is now one of 
the best Mini shows and a great start to the year ahead.

Steve Burkinshaw

Adrian Kermode’s recent purchase Nev’s car’s luxury cockpit

W&P’s side by side Three coachbuilt Minis at the British Mini Fair

Nev’s open hatchback

Innocenti Register

This month I’d like to welcome Mike 
Cumming to the Innocenti Cooper register.

Mike contacted me towards the end of 
January after he spotted a couple of Minis 
for sale in Spain. The choice was between 
a dark blue 1970 998cc Mk3 Innocenti 
Mini Cooper and a 1974 red 1275cc 
Authi Mini Cooper. For me the answer 
was obvious and, after checking over a 
few important details, as well as asking 
the seller to email a few photos of the 
chassis and bodyshell numbers to check 
for originality, the decision was made by 
Mike to go for the Innocenti Cooper.Foster Charlton
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Although you should never completely judge a car’s condition 
from photographs, we both agreed that having seen decent 
quality photos of the various important areas, the car seemed a 
good one.

There are a few bits and pieces on the car that need changing, 
as Mike prefers a more original spec looking car, but with our 
network of contacts, I’ve assured Mike that we’ll be able to 
eventually find the parts he needs. These include the correct 
wheels, seat trim and a few engine bay bits including the correct 
brake servo. By the time you read this report the Innocenti 
Cooper will be with Mike in the UK, and the search will start for 
the correct parts to get this little rarity back to factory spec.
Welcome to the register Mike!

I often get requests from members for a letter from myself to send 
to DVLA usually regarding either the rolling tax exemption scheme, 
insurance valuation, or the correct age related plates for a car. In all the 
years I have helped with these requests I have never had a problem 
regarding age related plates up until just recently. I use a fairly standard 
letter format and use the phrase “according to our records, this car was 
built during the month of…..” .Since the invention of the internet the 
build dates of Innocenti Mini models is now fairly common knowledge. 
Because no official factory records exist of chassis numbers and dates, it 

Mike Cumming’s nice looking Mk3 Innocenti Cooper

A clean tidy engine bay

Very original looking interior 

has been left to both Italian vehicle historians and Innocenti owners to 
come up with a fairly accurate way of dating these cars.

However,  a member of the club contacted me in 2015 asking for 
help in obtaining the correct age related plate for his car, after is was 
issued the dreaded ‘Q’ plate at the time of import back in the 1980s. 
I can only guess that the Q plate was issued because the Innocenti 
Cooper 1300 Export didn’t quite fit the criteria of the DVLA. Maybe 
at the time it just didn’t easily fall into a category listed by the 
DVLA….who knows?

I have tried to help this member obtain the correct age related 
plate by sending various letters to DVLA explaining that I have 
personally seen and inspected this car and that it is, without doubt, 
a 100% genuine Innocenti Mini Cooper 1300 Export. It retains its 
factory stamped chassis number, original bodyshell, engine and all 
fixtures and fittings. The reply from the person dealing with the 
case was to “contact Innocenti for proof of the cars age”. After 
explaining that Innocenti no longer existed, the following letter 
from DVLA then stated that “proof from a car enthusiast club 
(MCR) is not sufficient evidence to reliably date this vehicle”.
 
The person dealing with this case then suggested that the owner 
should contact British Motor Heritage or Jaguar Land Rover for 
help in verifying the cars actual build date! It would seem to me 
that DVLA use whatever is on their computer screens as the 
format to abide by. If it does not fall into one of their system 
categories then the car either does not exist, or a big question 
mark hangs over it.

If a club specialising in a certain marque of car cannot be relied 
upon to accurately date a specific type of car, then where is the 
hope? To be honest, I find the system frustrating to say the least. 

Watch this space for an update.

That’s all for this month.

Foster Charlton

Mini Super Register

It has been very quiet recently as far 
as new Mini Super discoveries are 
concerned. This may not seem good 
news on the face of it and could mean 
we are near the end of recording 
surviving cars. If so, then this means 
there are around seventy surviving cars 
world-wide with approaching forty in 
running order. Roughly twenty five of 
those in running order are in the UK. So, 
treasure your car if you are lucky to have 
one as it is very rare!

I am already seeking three Supers for 
the official display at this year’s National 
Cooper Day at Beaulieu on Sunday 

12th June. The driver of each official display car receives a free entry 
ticket. So please get in touch with me as soon as possible if you would 
like to park in the official arena.

You may remember that last year Tony Salter allowed us to reserve a 
parking area for non-display Supers very close to the official line-up, 
which worked very well. At one point we were able to park all the 
Supers together for a group photo - except George Powditch’s Austin 
which was displayed elsewhere. Including George’s car we had eight 
Supers in all. It is my intention to see if we can, again, have the same 
area this year - with maybe even more cars?

Often I am asked “Well, what’s my Super worth then?” This is an almost 
impossible question to answer because the Super is so rare and few 

Garry Dickens
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cars ever come to the market to make a comparison. There is no doubt 
though that demand and value of the Super has increased over the years, 
and I believe ahead of other Minis. This, in my opinion, is because the 
Super is becoming more widely recognised, thus sought-after because 
of its rarity. Back ten or fifteen years ago the Super was forgotten, 
unknown. Even today, some owners have no idea if the Mini they own 
is a Super. This is not helped by the fact that most Supers are recorded 
in the factory ledgers as ‘Super De-luxe’ and the Heritage Centre’s 
insistence in issuing certificates calling it that, even though the SDL was 
not introduced until October 1962, after the Super production had 
virtually ceased - one enquirer was told by a Heritage official that there 
was no such model as a ‘Super’! Back in the bad old days a Super was 
often bought for its Cooper parts, then usually broken up, or sold-on 
with standard Mini parts fitted; some were converted to a Cooper with 
a spare log book. This practice has, as far as I can tell, virtually stopped. 
Now, even so-called ‘basket-cases’ are being rescued and I am aware of 
at least one ‘Coopered’ Super being returned to its original status. 
   
Back to the original question of values, and at the very lower end of 
the scale, for example, a very rough, rusty, incomplete Super, can only 
be worth the sum of its parts, although it would be hoped such a car 
most certainly would be saved and rebuilt. So, think value of upholstery 
if it is present and salvageable, stainless-steel sill and wheel-arch trims, 
any usable ‘Cooper’ trim bits; even the log book is worth something to 
someone. Then you have the largely complete cars, maybe running but 
very rough. These are, perhaps, the most difficult of all to value because 
you would be paying more than a semi-scrap value car but to restore 
these properly would cost a great deal, really as much as a Cooper. It 
has been done though, with incredible enthusiasm together with the 
dedication of time and expense, two such fine examples were shown 
at Beaulieu last year. The next group would be those cars in generally 
presentable condition, good running order but with much of their original 
Super/Cooper parts missing. These cars would just be ‘Minis’ and, as 
such, still sought-after, lots of fun and more than likely quite saleable. 
Probably the easiest group to value would be those Supers in largely 
original un-restored condition, not show cars, but generally in very good 
condition. My view is that these cars should be valued at around the same 
figure as a Cooper in comparable condition. However, it is possible that 
they may take longer to sell as there could be a much smaller demand for 
them. Finally, there are the ‘top-end’ cars. These would either have to 

be immaculate very low mileage, original, un-restored examples (I know 
of two such cars) or fully restored, correct cars in concours condition. 
I am aware that just over a year ago, such a car sold for a figure around 
£30,000. Currently there is another for sale at well over £30,000, but 
that car has been for sale for quite some while.

So, to conclude, as it is generally getting known that so few Super 
Minis exist today, the value of them can really only go upward. 

Finally, my usual request: if you own, have owned or know of a Super, 
or have any tales involving one, please let me know, even if the car no 
longer exists.

Garry Dickens

Nice line up of Supers at Beaulieu 2015

Some well restored Supers but with one requiring restoration

1275GT Register

With a quiet month for member input 
on their cars and projects, I thought I 
would take a look back to earlier times 
before our cars became ‘classics’ and 
trawl through my photo collection for 
some memories of those days.

When I leaf through the pages of 
CooperWorld each month and admire 
the beautifully preserved Minis that have 
survived, it is hard to believe that there 
was a time when our precious little cars 
were viewed as just a means of transport.

In 1982 my GT was just that, already 
10 years old when it came into my 
ownership and showing its age, it was 

by then burning almost as much oil as it did petrol and the outwardly 
shiny new respray was covering plenty of filler.

Having a Mini as an everyday car called for a bit of ingenuity as 
it would be pressed into every duty, commuting, shopping and 
collecting two double wardrobes from MFI and evidence of a dented 
roof from that event is still just visible on the car.The greatest test, of 
course, in those times was the annual holiday trip, which for my wife 
and me in 1983 was a trip to the Isle of Man.

My pre-trip preparations usually consisted of a quick pump up of the 
tyres and a top up of the radiator, but on one occasion I thought I would 
treat the GT to an oil and filter change. However, as the day of departure 
approached time was getting tight and since all my repairs and servicing 
had to be performed on the street, I took the easy option and called at 
my local ‘fast fit’ style outlet for one of their quick oil changes.

In hindsight this turned out to be a poor decision. Up on the hoist all 
seemed to be going to plan until I saw the mechanic (I use the term 
loosely) swing with all his might on the huge spanner he had on the 
sump plug. Despite his protestations, I knew full well that the sump 

Alan Clark

Alfresco repairs the norm in 1983



Mini Cooper Register | 53

REGISTERS

apart. Perhaps we can start a series of past and present images from 
other members with long term same car ownership.

I can’t promise an update in a further 22 years but you never know.

Alan Clark

thread was stripped and I faced a tricky repair if he went any further 
and ‘loosened’ the plug. However, at this point my departure for the 
Isle of Man ferry the following day was my most pressing concern.

Taking into consideration that in those days my arrangements for 
roadside breakdown cover consisted of a few spanners and a socket set 
in the boot, I decided to add a gallon of 20W50 to my kit in anticipation 
of how much oil would be dripping from the stripped sump plug.

With frequent oil top ups we made it safely to Heysham docks and 
ultimately to the Isle of Man. Leaving a steady trail of oil around the 
Island’s roads all week we enjoyed the great variety of scenery that the 
island had to offer. We survived a couple of occasions of a grounded 
gearbox case on the rougher road sections. A good sump guard would 
have been a worthwhile accessory, but every journey then was a bit of 
an adventure and the outcome never certain. Fortunately however, on 
this trip we came through without further traumas.

Finally, whilst looking back over my archives I came across this ‘then 
and now’ image of my daughter Zoe; the two pictures are 22 years 

Did that nice Bronze Cortina survive? Unlikely sadly

Age 2 and Age 24

The Isle of Man’s stunning coastline

59 horse power v 1 horse power on Douglas sea front

Modern MINI Cooper Register

Happy New Year to all you MINIacs. I 
have decided to take a slightly different 
approach to my reports after discussions 
with Paul (Ed) and my Big Brother 
(Chairman) to include more practical 
experience of running the Modern Mini. 
Hopefully we can share these experiences 
but also highlight where the brand is going.

But first the good news from Oxford. 
Readers of BusinessCar magazine have 
voted the MINI Hatch as Premium 
Supermini Car of the Year 2016. This 
marks the fourteenth consecutive 
year that the MINI Hatch has won the 
coveted award. Excellent performance 

alongside low running costs and CO2 emissions, coupled with strong 
residual values are just some of the qualities of the MINI 3-door 
Hatch which have continued to win over BusinessCar magazine 
readers for nearly a decade and a half.

The new MINI John Cooper Works Convertible has also arrived and is 
clearly aimed at warmer climate counties such as the USA. Features of the 
car that will be available from April 2016 priced from £26,630 include:

• high performance John Cooper Works specification; 
• 231bhp and 320nm of torque from the revised 2-litre TwinPower 

Turbo engine;
• strong performance with 0-62mph achievable in just 6.5 seconds; 

top speed 150mph;
• optimised cooling intakes combined with distinctive John Cooper 

Works aerodynamic kit;
• John Cooper Works specific 4-piston braking setup developed 

with Brembo;
• exceptionally high levels of standard equipment such as the MINI 

David Young
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visual boost radio, MINI Connected, Bluetooth, rear parking 
distance control and rear reversing camera;

• bespoke John Cooper Works sports seats and design touches in 
high quality cabin finish. 

Over some time, I have owned four New MINIs, two Cooper Ss and two 
JCWs. The first was a Hyper blue R53 with a supercharger. It went round 
bends like it was on rails. I can honestly say the handling was out of this 
world. It had a  proper LSD which I think made the world of difference 
although it went through front tyres more often than an oil change. The 
steering pump packed up after 18 months in a most frightening way, going 
round a sharp bend a bit quick (as you do!) and no assist for the steering. 
I just recovered and went straightaway to Coopers at Royal Tunbridge 
Wells where a new pump was fitted without question whilst I waited.  I 
have since heard that it was a common fault with quite a good run in 
refurbished steering pumps on that well known Internet auction site.  I still 
loved my R53 and it was only when the R56 came out and I was treated 
to a launch event at Coopers that I decided I must have a new one.  

An R56 ‘S’ was ordered and delivered in nine weeks (red with a white roof, 
how strange!). 12,000 miles later the clutch started slipping so the very next 
day I booked the car in for a diagnosis at Coopers. This was followed by a 
phone call mid-afternoon to be told the dual mass clutch and the flywheel 
were both worn out.  Of course I argued that these were not fit for 
purpose, bad design etc.  £1,600 later I got my car back.  I got onto MINI 
and they just repeated the same, wear and tear are not covered. Coopers 
did sympathise and gave a 10% discount on any bits I bought from them 
but this left a very bad taste in the mouth.  After 3 years it just had to go.

Next, a new R56 JCW was ordered after much investigation, finding out 
the JCW had a beefed up dual mass flywheel and superb Brembo Brakes. 
I just loved this car to bits, smiling every time I got into it.  The only issue I 
had was the wear on the driver’s seat side. I had the seat cover replaced 
after a year but the new one still did not last very long. Leather should I 
think last a bit longer; I guess it is down to the quality of the cow!

Three years and a bit of dealer arm twisting later I ordered another 
JCW, this time black with a red roof. I have had daylight running lights 

and red brake ducts fitted and it looks the business.  I have never 
liked a car as much as this one - to replace it with an F56 JCW is going 
to be a hard call. But we shall see!

The quality of the Modern MINI keeps getting better and better, along 
with the price hikes. EVO are running the F56 JCW and do not have a bad 
word to say about it, apart from the fact that it needs better tyres (run flats 
are standard) and to get a manual one.  Now what colour shall I order?

Do please let me know of your experiences, be they good or bad. We can 
then share our knowledge of what to look out for in our MINI adventures.

The New JCW Convertible

The 5 door Cooper S

My first R56

My first JCW

My first R53 ‘S’
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been part of  the Tom Turkington collection. This car has its own history 
and now we are lucky enough to have three RSPs, one of each colour 
produced. John Parnell has written some interesting and informative 
articles in CooperWorld as the Rover Cooper Registrar but has also 
covered RSPs too, providing interesting and detailed information 
about them. I hope to work with John and other RSP owners, past and 
present, to produce some interesting articles for CooperWorld too.

I’ve been very fortunate to own or drive over the years nearly every 
model of Mini out there, but for me the RSP in S pack form top the tree. 

Roger Hunt 

Until next month....

David Young

My Current JCW
Wife’s green RSP ‘S’ pack H16VON currently undergoing 
full restoration

My red Ex John Cooper RSP ‘S’ pack G808KJW

My black RSP Ex Tom Turkington Collection ‘S’ Pack Prototype

RSP Cooper Register

Finally I join the MCR ranks as a Registrar, bringing the RSP Register 
to the table. I doubt I will be able to compete with the level of 
knowledge most Registrars present in their articles, and certainly not 
the humour of my friend Foster Charlton in his write ups!
 
I fell in love with the Mini as many Mini fans have, when it was our 
first car back in 1971, with the only break in Mini ownership coming 
after 1993 when we regrettably sold our black 1275GT to buy a 
bigger second car for our family.

So, late in 1995 I started looking for a Mk1 Cooper S as a present 
for my wife’s milestone birthday early in 1996. My business partner 
showed me a British Racing Green 1990 Cooper ‘S’ for sale in a boat 
magazine £4,750 ovno would consider a boat as a part exchange. 
Not really what I was looking for, but the seller brought the car 
from Essex for me to have a look at. It was a good sales pitch; I was 
hooked and knew my wife Von would love it so the deal was done 
at £4,500. A new number plate and H16 VON was ready for the 
surprise.When it came she absolutely loved it and still does.

At the turn of the millennium, I saw an advert in MiniWorld magazine for 
RSP owners to send details of their 1990 Limited Edition Coopers to Dean 
Davies as he was compiling a register for RSPs (Rover Special Products), as 
it was the car that re-launched the Mini Cooper after 19 years of absence. 
Was our car an RSP I wondered?  Confirmation of the ‘BAD’ in the VIN 
number was proof that H16 VON was indeed an RSP Cooper and with 
a full John Cooper ‘S’ Pack conversion. It was the early days of social 
media and Dean’s RSP Register Forum meant other Mini Cooper owners 
discovered their cars also belonged to the select number of 1,050 RSPs 
produced for the UK market. Many RSP owners became friends, gathering 
together at shows, meets and runs. In 2002 Dean pointed me towards an 
ebay auction sale for John Cooper’s own RSP ‘S’, a red ‘G’ reg car with lots 
of history. It was soon my car and then subsequently both my wife and I 
enjoyed many adventures over the past 14 years in the two cars.

Dean has become a good friend of mine over the years and shared 
much of his knowledge about RSPs and Minis generally with me. 
Several years ago he asked me to take on the running of the RSP 
Register which I did and many new cars have been added to it since. 
I have organised some meets, stands and runs especially for the RSP 
cars and all have been pleasingly well received.

Recently I bought a black RSP ‘S’ and Prototype ‘S Pack’ which is 
registered H110 MOF from Northern Ireland where, until 2005, it had 

Roger Hunt
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Derbyshire &           
  Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Monday of 
the Month

Bluebell Inn (A 515) DE6 1NH Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com
Frank Willis 07743 577344
frankmwillis@gmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

  Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke
01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr
01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, 
near Chester-le-Street, just off Junction 63 on the A1M. 
DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049
0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 10th April  
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

  Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Black Tiles, Martlesham Heath IP12 4SP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn  Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch BH23 7BQ on the second Wednesday in 
March, May, July, September and November at 8:00 pm;
And at Redlynch Sports and Social Club, Woodfalls Cross, 
The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN on the second 
Wednesday 8:00pm in February, April, June, December and 
Thursday 13th October (skittles evening)

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Essex region

The Essex Region are holding a late winter early spring Sunday lunch, on the 13th of March at the Old Vienna Roadhouse Leigh-on-Sea. All new and 
old members and their families are very welcome to join us. The price is £22 and half price for ankle biters so just let me know if you would like to 
come as we have to give numbers to the restaurant in advance. Thanks.

Mick Willson     

Hampshire Region

The last Hampshire meeting was short on numbers but more than made up for it in the amount of chat/banter which was enjoyed by those that 
could make the meeting.

We did decide on a quiz meeting in March, questions to be prepared by Graham Hendra and Sally, and also a local Mini club has managed to get 
Stuart Turner to come down and do a talk in March. So far we have 20 people booked in for this.  

There was some discussion on which events some of the regional members will compete in and it looks as though a few may well compete at 
Wiscombe in April then decide on which events to do next after that. A visit for some to Blyton is probably on the cards too.

As always we welcome new attendees, just call Sally and the appropriate introductions can be made.

Tony Salter  

Kent region

Some good news on our monthly meetings venue as we have now found a fantastic pub for holding them at the Cock Inn in Boughton Monchelsea. 
A real gem of a country pub, good beer, food and a friendly landlord. What more could we ask for?

The Ham Sandwich Run for this year takes place on the 21st August; please contact us ASAP to book your space on this year’s run. We will limit the 
event to 40 cars so get in quick. Members from all regions are welcome to come along on a first come first served basis!

Events for 2016
29th May - Deal Classic Car Show – Walmer Green
12th June - MCR National Mini Cooper Day – Beaulieu. 
2nd – 3rd July – KENT EVENT - Champagne Run, Voyage Région de Kent à la France
31st July – Regional Summer get together and picnic. Bearsted Green Classic 
Car Show for Kent Air Ambulance*
21st August – KENT EVENT - The Ham Sandwich Run

New Venue for Monthly Meetings 2016
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, 
Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
We meet on the second Wednesday of each month next meeting 
being 9th March 2016. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/472768396103194/

Hope to catch up with everyone during 2016!

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk    

Mini Cooper Register | 57

REGIONAL REPORTS

Cars and members at the start of last year’s run
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Mid Staffs Region

After a relatively quiet January meeting our February 1st meeting was full of tension, 
drama and excitement as the battle to become the Scalextric Champion for 2016 
unfolded. This year the track was longer with a lap taking around 10 seconds rather 
than the 7 seconds last year. It featured two hairpin bends, one in either direction, and 
after reading Basil Wales’ letter last year a figure of eight configuration. This meant some 
considerable elevation change was needed and produced a difficult downhill hairpin, as 
well as a long diagonal straight, several fast 90˚ bends and three 270˚ corners. All in all, 
both lanes were the same length and had the same number of left or right corner sections 
of track. Once again, the long suffering MINI Cooper S’s were used for all the races and 
the Sprint Competitions!

As well as the track layout the programme for the evening changed slightly as well, with 
three separate race series of eight drivers in each to produce 3 champions. These three, 
along with the fastest loser then went forward to the Race of Champions to determine 
the overall champion of 2016. A Sprint Championship ran alongside the racing where the 
fastest lap of three was taken as the time. The top five then had a second run to determine 
the overall winner.

So many improvements, but one thing that remained the same was that the overall champion 
for the second year running was George Martin who went through to the Race of Champions 
as the fastest loser. This year he was pushed hard by MCR members Ian Potter in the semi-final 
and Steve Barrow in the final. George also took the Sprint Championship (there is no substitute 
for young eyes and reactions!) beating MCR Member Nick Hunter by 0.07 seconds with both 
improving on their first times. 

An entry fee of £1.00 was applied to both the race and the sprint competitions which produced 
a prize fund for both. So, a great night’s competition and fun with an improved format and track 
layout producing more winners and some good points to take forward to next year’s event 
together with some useful aspects to improve on. 

Now for future events. At the moment the March 7th and April 4th meetings will be natter 
nights. I had hoped to set up a talk about tyres but that has not been possible at this moment as 
some further investigation is needed. Hopefully, the weather will improve by the April meeting 
and we will see some classic cars venturing out.

Future events. 
I have been looking at moving the Autumn Tour to a summer date and calling it the 
Summer Tour so that, hopefully, we will get better weather – or at least the rain will be 
warmer! I am trying to work around important race meetings, road rallies, and other tours 
in the Staffordshire/Derbyshire area as well as various shows which has proved difficult, 
but emerging as a likely date is the 13th August. Some further checks are needed before 
the date can be confirmed; otherwise it is looking likely we have to revert to our default 
date of the second Saturday in October, which this year is the 8th October.

The tour this year will include a full lap of the proposal in 1955 for the High Peak Road 
Racing Circuit, which was abandoned after the Le Mans and Dundrod accidents. Because 
the circuit comprised existing roads we are able to drive the circuit, although there was a 
proposal for a short new piece of road so the circuit would avoid the centre of Monyash, 
which inevitably was never built. The rest is there and all you have to do is imagine 
D-Types and Mercedes battling at over 150 mph along what is still mostly country lanes. 
Other highlights (to whet your appetites to enter!) are:

• You will drive over water!
• You will drive underground!
• You will drive through a house!
• You will drive through water twice!

All this will be along wonderful country roads and byways, with the incredible backdrop of the 
Staffordshire Moorlands and the Peak District. The tour will be run as a Touring Assembly, with 
a total distance estimated to be 135 to 140 miles subject to the agreement of the Route Liaison 
Officers, and the entry fee will include breakfast at the start, morning coffee, light lunch and 
afternoon tea, as well as the detailed Road Book and Rally Plate.

That’s all for this month, but all Mini and MINI owners and other cars are welcome at 
meetings which are held on the first Monday of each month at the George and Dragon, 
Meaford Road, Stone ST15 0PX.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell@btinternet.com
01785 760211    

REGIONAL REPORTS
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The MINIs at the downhill hairpin

Ready for lights out

Track layout 2016

Overall view of the track - 
the Pubs library put to good use! 

Ian Potter (left) and Dave Walmsley 
prepare to do battle
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Scottish Region

A couple of project updates this month!

David Dyson is busy restoring a 1965 Austin 
Cooper S which he re-imported from Baltimore. 
Sadly, Baltimore is not a dry state (weather 
wise), so the whole floor pan and boot area 
needed replacement with one or two other 
panels just to add to the fun. In fact the body 
shell was in such a fragile state that chemical 
dipping to remove paint and rust would not 
have been sensible. Hopefully, the process will 
not throw up too many further horrors now 
that the shell is basically solid again.  

Then Barry Warters has commissioned Simon Drew of The Mini Works to restore his 1964 Morris Cooper S.  Simon will be restoring it to factory 
spec!  It is just back from the painters with refurbed subframes and running gear installed and engine back in.  We are looking forward to seeing the 
completed article on the scene this year!

Just a reminder that our next meeting will be held on the 10th April at 11:00am at Norton 
House Hotel, Ingliston.  Hope to see everyone there!  We have lots of show forms to fill in, 
so please make sure you attend to reserve your space!  If you can’t attend, please do drop 
me an email on the shows that you are interested in attending.  

One final reminder of our 2016 Scottish events:

2016 Scottish Regional events list

 

Patricia Webb

REGIONAL REPORTS
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David Dyson’s Cooper S body shell 
undergoing serious ‘surgery’

Rear subframe bolted in too but 
awaits suspension being fitted

Basic in and now final fitting up can begin

Event: Scottish MCR Club Meeting 2016 
Date: 10 April, 11 AM 
Location: The Conservatory at Norton House Hotel, 
Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX 
Details:  Meeting at 11 AM. Contact: Patricia 07834 081 667 
Email: ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Scottish MCR Club Meeting 2016 
Date: 10 April 2016 
Location: The Conservatory at Norton House Hotel, 
Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX 
Details:  Meeting starts at 11:00am. Contact: Patricia 07834 
081 667 Email: ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Stirling and District Classic Car Show 
Club stand:  Yes 
Date: 15 May  
Location: Bridge of Allan 
Details: Over 700 classic cars attended last year.  There 
is also some autojumble stands at this show.  It is open to 
all marques of Minis.  http://www.sdccc.co.uk/index.php/
show.html 
Contact:  Geoff Marr & Patricia Webb, MCR Scotland   
Email: geoff.marr@btinternet.com; ben_patricia_webb@
hotmail.co.uk

Event: Mini Clan – Thistle Run 
Club stand:  No 
Date: May / June Date TBC 
Location: TBC 
Details: Rally, static display and concours.  Route TBC 
Website and Registration: http://www.miniclan.com/

Event: Thirlestane Castle Historic Motoring Extravaganza 
Club stand:  Yes 
Date: 5 June  
Location: Thirlestane Castle, Lauder 
Details: Over 500 classic cars expected for 2015.  Static 
show with concours judging.  Also includes an autojumble.  
It is open to all marques of Minis.  http://www.bvac.org.uk/
thirlestane/ 
Contact:  John Heatlie, MCR Scotland.    
Email: johnheatlie012@btinternet.com

Event: MCR Scotland Breakfast Run & Meeting 
Date: 26 June 
Location: Start:  Powmill Milk Bar (near Dollar) 9:00am 
Finish:  Murrayshall Hotel, Scone, Perth 12:30pm.  
Details:  Open to all marques of Minis.  There will be a 
meeting at 12:30pm at Murrayshall Hotel for those that just 
want to attend a meeting and not the run. 
Contact:  Patricia 07834 081 667 ben_patricia_webb@
hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Wheels of Yesteryear 
Date: 3 July 
Club stand:  No 
Location: Start:  Newtongrange Mining Museum to 
Lenoxlowe House via Glenkinchie Distillery.   
Details:  Rally and concours.  Open to all marques of Minis.   
Website and Registration:  http://www.wheelsofyesteryear.
org.uk/

Event: Glamis Castle Vintage Vehicle Extravaganza 
Club stand:  Yes 

Date: 9th and 10th July 
Location: Glamis Castle, Forfar, Angus. Details:  Largest 
static show in Scotland for classic cars and Minis.  
Autojumble, Rally, static show and concours.  Open to all 
MCR members and marques of Minis.  Attendance can be 
one or both days.  Website: http://www.glamis-castle.co.uk/
events.cfm 
Contact:  Patricia 07834 081 667 ben_patricia_webb@
hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Biggar Rally 
Club stand:  No 
Date: 14th August TBC 
Location: Biggar  
Details:  Rally, static car show, concours and autojumble.  
Pre 1973 registered Minis only. Camping also available.   
Website and Registration: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-
rally

Event: Ingliston Revival 
Club stand:  TBC – based on interest 
Date: 20th/21st August  
Location: Ingliston, Edinburgh 
Details:  Historic racing, track day, concours.  Open to all 
marques of Minis.   
Website: http://www.ingliston.co.uk/ 
Contact:  Patricia 07834 081 667 ben_patricia_webb@
hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Bo’ness Hillclimb Revival 
Club stand:  Yes

Extensive floor and 
other panel work now completed

Back from the painters

Engine and front subframe 
now bolted in
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Suffolk Region

Unfortunately due to the weather and other 
factors we had been unable to have any of our 
winter Sunday Mystery Runs in the autumn. So, 
after a successful Christmas dinner with eighteen 
members present, we were determined to get 
the show on the road again with a January run 
which was Steve Burch’s route and scheduled for 
Sunday 17th January. That was one of the cold 
weeks we’ve had recently with lots of frosts, 
and the weather forecast for Sunday suggesting 
temperatures below zero overnight, flurries of 
snow, possible foggy conditions and an AMBER 
warning for East Anglia for ice on the roads. Not exactly promising conditions for a run out!

Steve and I, who live fairly close to each other, kept our cool and left it to Sunday 9am to make a decision. 
We woke to frost yes, but no snow, or fog and with the sun shining; we set off to our meeting place 
with the true Monty spirit. Some of the country lanes were icy and thus did need care especially in the 
shade. But as the morning wore on it turned out to be one of those rare days that you get in the winter 
with the sun shining brightly and empty roads to drive on. It turned out to be one of our best outings as 
Steve’s mystery trip took us to Mendelsham just off the A140 Ipswich to Norwich road, to a customer 
of his, Brian Palmer, who has a transport business there. Brian had kindly agreed with Steve to open up 
especially for us on a Sunday and he had one of his favourite Volvo trucks out for photos. He also let 
us all, yes the ladies too, climb all over it and try the driving position, which was very comfortable with 
a sports seat, small steering wheel, two small pedals, one for go and one to stop: yes on an automatic 
16,000 litre truck. Brian surprised us when he said it had done 500,000 miles and the engine had been 
untouched except for servicing. He then showed us another truck in his garage with one million miles on 
the clock. Brian even had coffee and choc biscuits for us, thanks Brian for an enjoyable visit.

Then we drove from Mendelsham via Eye, Stradbrook and Halesworth to the Pier at Southwold 
where we lunched with a warm sun glimmering over a good swell on the sea. Mission achieved with 
an excellent winter outing considering the forecast. Thanks to Steve and Sandra for the day which was 
enjoyed by all. Now for February - radiator blinds on?

Provisional future dates for shows are: Sunday 3rd April Brooklands Mini Day; Sat 2nd April Classic car show Ufford White Lion; visit to Heritage Factory date 
TBA; Sunday 12th June National Mini Cooper Day Beaulieu; Sunday 7th August Helmingham Hall Classic and Sports Car Show, Suffolk’s premier event.

We are still waiting for new Suffolk members to join in our local events, so come along and swell our numbers!
 
Ian MacPherson 

Warwickshire Region

The first event of 2016 was our annual meal together, which attracted 17 members who 
enjoyed a substantial 3 course seasonal meal with coffee at the Houndshill, Ettington on the 
evening of 13th January. The highlight of the evening was the arrival of Patrick Walker complete 
with top hat and Del Boy sheepskin coat plus his partner for the evening, a wolf whistling parrot. 
Don Farr enjoyed modeling the top hat!  Later in the evening he  performing tricks with his 
cracker hat. A big thank you to Andy and his elves for looking after us so well.

Breaking news at the meal was that Nigel Chetwynd and Simon Wheatcroft were taking part in the 
Mini Winter Rally based in Switzerland from 22nd to 24th January and were very busy preparing a car!  
Lisa confirmed that tea was provided at regular intervals to the workers. More on this next time.

Over the following days some members were at the Autosport show at the NEC doing demonstration 
runs to promote Autosolo events, including Derek Wilkins with younger members of our region.

Members of the region supported the Redditch & District Car Club at the HRCR Open Day at 
Gaydon to promote their Lavender Run which is part of the HRCR Scenic Tours calendar.  MCR 
members are always welcome to take part in the event which covers interesting roads around 
the North Cotswold region in Gloucestershire, Worcestershire and Warwickshire.

One of the region’s favourite events of the year is the Northumberland Borders Rally incorporating the 
Tynedale Rally for novices without MSA licenses.  Niall Cook was unable to travel south to promote the 
event so members of the Warwickshire region stepped in to help publicise the event which will again 
be part of the HRCR Premier Rally Championship 2016 – and this will be the ninth running of the event.

In the evening, at the Redditch & District Car Club annual dinner and awards event, it was encouraging to watch Josh Humpriss, the grandson of local member 
Derek Wilkins, accept the overall club championship after taking part in 6 events which included 2 Autosolo events and 5 practice rallies.  All in all, a very 
successful evening for the Wilkins family.  Father, son and grandson accepted several of the club’s major awards from Howard Davies of the MSA, making 
it three generations involved in competitive motoring.  Howard was at one time the co-driver to Gwyndaf Evans and was hilarious; one member being 

Brian showing Terri the controls

Brian showing Terri the controls Sunny Pier at Southwold



presented with an award bore a resemblance to Gwyndaf.  Howard did, however, highlight something 
which I think worries a lot of clubs under the care of the senior (in age) and very experienced club 
officials, that no youngsters are coming through to take their places when they retire.

The Redditch & District Car Club actively promotes the involvement of the younger generation 
in their events, which includes competitive participation in Autosolo events, marshaling and 
practice navigation events all authorised by the MSA. Maybe this is something the main club 
could encourage at Beaulieu with, perhaps, a demonstration Autosolo event. As a teenager I 
really enjoyed being a junior member of the BARC and involved in Motorsport as well as being 
guided by very experienced club officials. This led to me becoming Chief Marshal at the Car & 
Car Conversions Autocross Festival in Hounslow before my 21st birthday; those were the days.  

We have also been putting together a calendar of events for 2016 and here is our provisional 
programme for the next three months.

5th/6th March –  Restoration Show, NEC - visit
23rd March -  4th Wednesday Club Night at Houndshill – Natter night
27th April -  4th Wednesday Club Night at Houndshill, Ettington - TBA
30th April/ 1st May - Mk1 Performance Track Days at Blyton Park – members participation
22nd May –  Prescott Breakfast Club at Bicester Heritage Centre – Convoy Run?
25th May -   4th Wednesday Club Night at Houndshill Ettington
28th / 29th May –  La Vie en Bleu inc La Vita Rosso weekend, Prescott Hill Climb( I am still looking for a set of red, white & blue Innocentis by the way)

After reading this through I am beginning to feel that I might become ‘Rambling’ Mk2 but would prefer to call myself “Roving” again. And on that 
subject I hope to have visited the Mini Fair Bingley Hall on 31st January by the time you read this as it is a winter indoor show I really enjoy.

I also hope to catch up with all my long known buddies soon; I cannot bear to use term ‘old buddies.’  No offence Ranting!  It was good to see you 
and others from the Cheshire area at Gaydon and discussing the bulge in your bonnet.

I am aware of a number of new members being allocated to our region and would really like to meet you all at one of our regular club nights at the 
Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington near Stratford-upon-Avon, or at an event.  Please, please identify yourselves.  I’m the short one.
 
Ian MacPherson 

Wiltshire & Dorset Region 

For our first meeting in the new year 15 of us gathered at our splendid new venue, Tyrrells 
Ford Country Inn, Avon BH23 7BQ for our traditional ‘Not at Christmas post-Christmas’ 
dinner. We were greeted with a blazing log fire and a very warm welcome from our hosts 
Sara and Mark Watts. Great menu choice and ambient surroundings made for an exceptionally 
pleasant evening. It was especially pleasing that Tony and Sally Salter were able to join us, and 
we greatly appreciate their continued support.

The next meeting at Tyrrells Ford is at 8 p.m. on Wednesday 9th March when we get 
together for a drink and a chat, and we literally chat about anything and everything – we are 
not just a MOWOG bolt number group!

As to future events, we are hoping to have a gathering at the Brooklands Mini day on April 3rd. 
This will probably involve meeting up and travelling in convoy with individual bookings. If you 
are interested in meeting up en route or at the venue, then please contact Nick Stansmore 
(nickstansmore@live.co.uk) well before the end of March.

The next, and hopefully, ‘big gathering’ will be at the Downton Classic Vehicle Show on Saturday 
30th April. Booking forms for, and details of, to be found on www.dewsc.org.uk. We have booked 
stand space and would hope to be able to display 10 to12 vehicles. The stand is not exclusive to 
Minis or MINIs so, if you have another interesting classic in your possession then please bring it 
along. If you do book and wish to be part of our regional stand, when you return your form could 
you please write MCR on it AND let me know by email that you have booked.

Our next regional meeting is at Redlynch Sports and Social Club on Wednesday 10th February.

Finally, as a reminder we meet at Tyrrells Ford Country Inn , Ringwood Road, Avon, Christchurch BH23 7BQ on the second Wednesday in March, 
May, July, September and November;

Then at Redlynch Sports and Social Club, Woodfalls Cross, The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN on the second Wednesday in February, April, 
June, December and Thursday 13th October (skittles evening).

Do hope to see some new members in attendance at some time during the year!
 
Malcolm Francis
malcsmf@btinternet.com
mcrwilts@gmail.com 
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Eyes down for a full house

The Guv’nor and her assistant!
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Parts for sale

MMIINNY Registration Number for sale. The number is on a retention 
certificate. I can deal with the transfer if required. The number can only be 
transferred to a car registered after 2011, or it can be kept on retention. 
£2,500 including transfer fees. Tel No 01223 290990 (Cambridge)

Parts Wanted

Mk1 Mini (or possibly Mk2) bodyshell or part complete car required 
for restoration project. Anything considered e.g. ex-competition shell, 
missing panels, damaged front or rear or roof dents etc. Something that 
would never be concourse but is too good to scrap. The usual bottom 
half rot would be ok but not roof rotten as well. Please call Neil on 07879 
261376 or email neil868@hotmail.co.uk.

FOR SALE AND WANTED

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to register 
vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number (V.I.N.) and/
or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the police to inspect cars 
without either one of these identification numbers. Members and 
readers are advised to be cautious before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free (minis 
and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively long nor in the 
course of business trade.  Please quote your membership number when 
writing.  Non-members and trade members wishing to place a classified 
advert must enclose a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure 
to do so will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques 
should be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) and/or 
chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in written 
form only please and addressed to the magazine editor. This includes 
instructions for repeat insertions and/or advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

REGIONAL REPORTS

Worcester Region

I have complied the list below of the events at which the Worcestershire Region are proposing to attend during 2016. 

  1.Coleford Transport Festival ................28th March 
  2.Pride of Longbride ..............................16th April   
  3.Bredon School Show ..........................2nd May   
  4.Himley Hall .........................................8th May    
  5.Malvern Mini Show .............................15th May   
  6.Ragley Hall ..........................................29th May   
  7.Eastnor Castle ....................................30th May   
  8.Gaydon ...............................................5th June   
  9.Higham Court.....................................11-12th June   
10.Beaulieu ..............................................12th June    
11.Wellsbourne Wing & Wheels ..............25-29th June     
12.Tetbury Classic Car Show ...................4th September   
13.Stanford Hall .......................................11th September  
14.Castle Combe Mini Day .....................17th September  
15.Stoke Prior Steam Rally ......................18th September   
16.Malvern Mini Show .............................9th October  
17.Mini Fair Stoneleigh ............................18th October 
 
Mick Rowley 
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MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine
for Mini owners worldwide.

WWW.MINIMAG.CO.UK

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 
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ORIGINAL AND GREATEST MAGAZINE FOR THE MINI

www.miniworld.co.uk 
Subscription hotline: Tel: 01959 541444 

MiniWorld is proud to support
the Mini Cooper Register.
Find stunning feature cars
and informative historical

articles in every issue.



Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm. †Based on an average customer, saving 41% when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG 
B and 1972 MG Midget. Previous multi-classic car savings from 7.2.2014 until 11.5.2015 were 28%. Up to 41% savings available from 11.5.2015. 1Terms and conditions apply - cherished.carolenash.com/terms-and-conditions.aspx 2Terms and conditions apply - call for 
details Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 083 6302
cherished.carolenash.com
Classic  |  Camper Van  |  Specialist  |  Military  |  Performance

Insurance for 
people who
love Classic Minis

/insideclassics.com @insideclassics

 u Free Agreed Value1

 u Salvage Retention2

 u  UK & EU breakdown worth over £100  
- includes Homestart 

 u  Up to £100,000 Legal Expenses cover  
in the event of an accident that’s  
not your fault

 u  Club member discounts2

 u  You could also save 41% with a  
Multi-Classic Car policy†

YOUR CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 
POLICY INCLUDES:

Of

f cial Sponsor of:

SAVE 
UP TO 25% 

CLUB MEMBER DISCOUNT

“ Good cover at a good price 
and free agreed valuation of 
vehicle makes this as painless 
as car insurance can be.”GRAHAM, BATH, AUGUST 2015


