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Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48  . . . . . .£705.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . .£23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO  . . .£13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

£85.80

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £85.80 full kit

Package
Price

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone springs on the market made
from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Suspension, Steering & Bearings

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £31.20
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell cheap, inferior CV joints 
We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Cooper S Distributor

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set 
- 998cc AJM1250 . . . . . £12.84

Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.50
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

£40.69

Bumper and Brightwork

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £58.80
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £34.80
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £27.60
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.71
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.69
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011
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Mail Order - 01 707 607700 Mail Order also available direct from Harrogate Branch Call 01 423 881800 to order 

Mobile & tablet friendly

BODY,
MECHANICAL 
& TRIM

CATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2
catalogue. 
Include all models 
from 1959-2000.

mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

£23.04
or

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . .£16.00
20/50 mineral oil & spin on 
filter (not MPI) SO4  . .£17.78

Clutches & Flywheels

£58.80

Engines:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gaskets:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Suspension:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Exhausts:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Brightwork:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Steering:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Drivetrain:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Electrics:
Visit our website for

THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Each

£4.20

Brand new ACCESSORIES

CATALOGUE available to

order online!
www.minispares.com

mini spares catalogues
NEW!

Brakes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Forged Cranks
For 1275cc blocks 
and made in 
81.3mm and 86mm stroke
(bare forging only £576.00) . . . . . . crank £1897.92

Engines NEW!

minispares.com

Steering racks - L/H or R/H   FAM7306/7 . . . . . . £62.82
MPi Sportspack type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166. . . . . . . . . . . £23.04
or our own which we recommend for any use
Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . £8.18
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . £49.14
Tried & tested non gen. front wheel bearings - 
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no
breakages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modifd - late . . . . . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . £14.39

NEW!  5 port alloy heads . . . . . . . . . from £1251.50
8 port head kits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £2018.09
1380cc built Up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft Evolution001 . new blanks,outright £80.24 
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £15.83
CNC Evolution Slot Drive Oil Pump . . . from £112.50
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) MSF166 . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift roller rocker set C-AHT446A £222.50
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 Mini Spares gen profile engine mount £8.34
21A1902MS Non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump . . . . £18.90
Minimum stretch single row chain 3H2127EVO . £19.44
Minimum stretch double row chain 2H4905EVO. £24.79

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for

economy and performance similar to MK3 S
curves. Fitted with quickfit points and uprated
rotor arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

All other 25D to 59D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.00
A new distributor - cheaper than a conversion kit
Electric type of above (no points) . . . . . . . from £56.65
Also available are 3 electric types to match your
camshaft profile to our distributor design
Std to 276 cam spec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.20
Above is ideal for our Evolution camshaft range
285 - 296 cam spec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.80
310-315 cam spec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £90.00

Gearboxes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 £21.78
Master cylinder GMC1008  . .£45.50
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 .£35.10
Grey Comp diaphragm C-AEG482. . . . . . . . . £37.75
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS . . from £18.28
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £24.00
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £60.30
3 Piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 Piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £118.80
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £70.20
AP Std. clutch plate, Turbo, light tune  GCP204 . £33.12
MiniSpares/AP road/rally 180mm Plate C-AHT595 180mm £64.54
AP Racing road/rally clutch C-AHT596 180mm . . . . . . £88.78
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel - race EN24  . . . . . . . . . .£209.08

New Gears

29 tooth A plus primary gears for 998 or 
1275, with floating bush for longevity, state cc £153.60
2nd gear for 4 synchro pre A plus . . . . . . . . £76.80

New!

Christmas/New Year Hours
Saturday 24th December. . . . . . . . CLOSED

Sunday 25th December. . . . . . . . CLOSED

Monday 26th December. . . . . . . . CLOSED

Tuesday 27th December. . . . . . . . CLOSED

Wednesday 28th December . . 9am –  5.30pm

Thursday 29th December . . 9am –  5.30pm

Friday 30th December . . 9am –  5.30pm

Saturday 31st December. . . . . . . . CLOSED

Monday 2nd January . . . . . . . . . CLOSED

Tuesday 3rd January . . . . 9am – 5.30pm
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

January magazine – 23rd November
February magazine – 1st January
March magazine – 1st February

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539 
mk1sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ    
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE  
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
super@minicooper.org  
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE    
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW  
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP   
07477  717199  Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb 
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH 
07834 081697 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org        

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Sarah Voss 
0/2, 49 Kelvinside Drive, Glasgow, G20 6QD 
07988 864002 
youthcoordinator@minicooper.org   

Non Designated Committee Members 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert.indd   1 12/03/2015   16:36



6 | www.minicooper.org6 | www.minicooper.org

INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
 01473 740148  

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
We have yet again another 

bumper issue of CooperWorld 
this month for you to enjoy, packed 
with a variety of articles and register 
reports all accompanied by over 150 
great photographs and illustrations. 
And one of the reasons we have such 
a bumper issue is because we give 
particular coverage in the magazine 
to one of the Club’s two main events 
of the year being the ‘Minis to....’ 
touring events. This year the tour 
returned to the ever popular and 

renowned destination of Monte Carlo. Given the historic ties 
Monte Carlo has in particular with the Mini and its past significant 
rallying success in the Monte Carlo Rally, this seems to guarantee 
it as a place of pilgrimage for the Mini enthusiast. In all the years 
the Club has organised the Minis to Monte tours it never seems 
to fail to inspire many members to participate in it and, indeed, 
several members keep returning to do it again as they enjoyed it 
so much previously.

So, if you are pondering on whether or not to participate on the 
next Minis to Monte tour, or alternatively our Minis to Ireland tour 
next year, then I would urge you to read Lesley MacLean’s article 
on her experiences on this year’s Minis to Monte tour, as it will 
give you a taste for what’s in store for you should you take the 
plunge to go. Talking of taking the plunge, Richard Sign has also 
written an article concerning the Minis to Monte tour but this time 
its actually about a couple who went in 2014 and, in the end, they 
got engaged and ultimately, of course, were married! So, you just 
never know what surprises might await you when participating on 
a ‘Minis to....’ event.

Moving on to what else we have in store for you in this issue, 
well, on a similar theme to Minis to Monte we have an article 
from our RSP Cooper Registrar, Roger Hunt, on his adventures 
on The Italian Job tour. I have to admit that I have never been on 
this tour and only had a passing interest in, perhaps, going on it 
at some point in the future. However, having now read Roger’s 
account of his experiences on the tour it sounds like it was a 
really great event to have participated in. Thus, if like me you 
have thought about going on this tour but weren’t sure what to 
expect then do read Roger’s article it will give you a great insight 
into what you can expect.

Then I am really pleased to say that in this issue we have twelve 
register reports all packed with interesting facts and photos 
covering most of all our favourite Mini variants. I always enjoy 
reading the register reports as I find them interesting and 
invariably informative. So, if you enjoy reading them as I do then 
you are in for a treat.

There is so much more in this issue that I could mention to you 
but I have run out of space here to do that and must leave you to 
discover for yourself what awaits.

And finally, Christmas will be just weeks away by the time you 
receive this issue of CooperWorld so I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish all our members a Merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year!

Paul Sulma 

I am pleased to announce that we have added a facility to 
enable members to include up to six photos of their car on 

the MCR Car registration database. 

If you have not already done so, you can register your car 
by going to the membership login facility on the main MCR 
webpage. Once you have registered your car you can then 
upload up to six photos from your electronic device using a 
similar technique as available on most social media sites. This 
facility has been added to help the various car registrars to 
actually see registered members’ cars and dispense with the 
need to actually send printed photos of your car to them. So, 
please do have a go at uploading photos of your car as this 
will effectively complete the registration of your car on the 
relevant register.

Finally, once you have successfully uploaded the photos 
of your car, take the opportunity to print the MCR Car 
Registration Certificate for it. This certificate can then also be 
used for displaying with your car at any shows or meetings.

Peter Barratt

MCR Car registration database  - 
Your car photos  by Peter Barratt

SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to renew your 
membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with your 
renewal notification, if you have not already signed up 

to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about renewing in the 

future as this will be done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS



cowardly act that they will hide behind a keyboard and say whatever 
they like and write things that they would never say down the 
telephone, let alone to the person's face. Moreover, I’m sure none of 
those people would write such words in a business environment to a 
colleague for fear of dismissal – but on forums and Facebook, anything 
goes. No retribution – say what you like for everyone to see. To me 
it just shows ignorance. This sadly seems socially acceptable these 
days where good manners and polite behaviour are now no longer 
considered necessary. 

It should also be borne in mind that we, and Mike included, do these 
jobs for the love of it and your benefit and, that of the Club's. Free 
speech is absolutely fine but do show some manners at the same time.

These comments are, of course, not solely directed at our social media 
platforms. Until recently, we have been largely spared from much 
of this, although there have been instances of offensive posts being 
removed and, worse, people removed from the forum. I would like to 
think that we, as members of a prestigious and well respected motor 
club, can continue to conduct ourselves publically in a correct and polite 
manner. I do hope there will not be a repeat of the unsavoury posts we 
had during early October.

I’m very pleased to say that we have appointed Lorraine Hampson as 
our new Public Relations Officer. She steps into the shoes so briefly 

occupied by Chris Smith, who felt on reflection, that he was unable to 
give the job of his best and needed to concentrate on running his region. 
Lorraine has not been on the Committee very long but we have all been 
impressed with her contribution and good work that she has been doing 
looking after our Twitter account. I was very pleased when she accepted 
the suggestion that she should take on the PR role, as I feel she will be 
ideal for the post.

Our public relations role has, in truth, had to move with the times. 
Where once the PR officer had to simply feed the motoring press with 
copy about the MCR’s activities, which enabled us to continue to be in 
the public eye by telling the press what we were up to, it’s now more 
than that. Social media has now become a fast moving vehicle that we 
need to jump aboard and use to our advantage. Between her and Justin 
Ridyard, who looks after our Facebook page, I hope that the word will 
continue to be spread far and wide of what the Club is doing. I wish 
Lorraine all the best in her new role and look out for her copy in the 
various Mini and MINI publications.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

The new forum, launched at the end 
of September has, to say the very 

least, promoted a good deal of comment, 
criticism and praise in equal measure. 

It’s also fair to say that the change didn’t 
go as well as we had hoped and expected, 
despite Mike Bennett’s best efforts, the 
launch was, perhaps, a little premature. 
The result of which was quite a few 
early bugs and glitches that needed to be 
ironed out. 

The main aim for re-designing the new forum (as well as the website) 
was to allow us to incorporate both the old and existing forum onto 
one platform. This, sadly, was simply not possible with the existing 
platform we were using – despite the best efforts of Mike and our 
previous Webmaster Graham W. Robinson. Try as they might, it was 
just not feasible to amalgamate the two forums. With such a vast 
amount of archive and historical information locked away in the 
old forum, the decision was taken to allow Mike to use a different 
platform and design a new forum, which could accommodate both our 
old and existing forums.

This Mike managed to do in just two months and I take my hat off 
to him for managing to deliver this within the time frame he said 
he would deliver it to us. As I write this at the end of October, I’m 
pleased to see that many of the early problems have been addressed 
and rectified and that the forum is, once again, being used in a 
much more proactive fashion. By that I mean members are posting 
questions and discussing cars and problems in the way that a forum 
should be used. I have also to say that I was particularly displeased 
with some of the very negative, hurtful and unkind comments 
levelled at Mike, the MCR and the Committee, by members posting 
comments that some were venting over the forum's early issues. All 
that was really needed was for a call or polite email to Mike and I 
know this would have been far more acceptable than some of the 
unsavoury posts that I’ve been reading. 

In these ‘Social Media’ days in which we live, where cyber bullying is 
becoming both acceptable and normal practice by many, it distresses 
me that people will write whatever they like, to and about people, 
on a forum, Facebook or whatever, with no regard to the person's 
feelings on the receiving end. Many don’t even have the courage to 
use their own name when posting such venom. It seems to me a 

We welcome the following new members who joined during October

NEW MEMBERS
Philip Torr, Ingatestone, Essex

Martin Simpson, York, North Yorkshire

Harry Simons, East Molesey, Surrey

Peter Ellerby, Darlington, County Durham

Jeff & Nikita Hills, Southampton, Hampshire

Andreas Tsadiotis & Yiorgos Koutsides, Paphos, Cyprus

Stephen & Jo Miles, Sidmouth, Devon 

Anthony Hardacre, Walton-on-thames Surrey

Jody Aldridge, Uckfield, East Sussex

Gerald Evans, Burton On Trent, Staffordshire

Andy & Lynzey Warburton, Kirton Lindsey, Gainsborough

Derek & Jamie Bromby, Billingham, Cleveland

Graham S. Whitaker, Leeds, West Yorkshire

Stephen Nugent, Near Pontypool, Monmouthshire

Dario Frosi, Villorba, Treviso, Italy

Neil Bishopp, Verwood, Dorset

Paolo Arbizzani, Bologna, Italy

Alex Craven, Maidstone, Kent

Ollie Friend, Watford, Hertfordshire
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Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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book on early if you want to join in on this run since, as with the Minis 
to event, it is also limited to 40 cars taking part.

Please register your interest for the trip to the MINI factory if you 
have never been before it is an excellent day out. We will have a firm 
date in the New Year.  

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

S  eems crazy to say, but we are only 
a few months from the first major 

show of the new season, the Brooklands 
Mini Day on the 18th March. This show 
always signifies the start of the show 
season to me although, unfortunately, we 
won’t be having an MCR stand there in 
2017. Then, once again, the club will be 
attending the London to Brighton run for 
May 2017. The MCR will pre-purchase 
tickets to resell at face value to club 
members on a first come first served 
basis. Contact me for further details.

The events list for 2017 is starting to 
take shape now as organisers are announcing dates. I know I say it 
often, but don’t forget to let me know about any events that you 
are aware of that should go into the calendar for next year! It’s 
important to our members so any information will be gratefully 
received especially for the smaller local events near to you. Come 
on regional organisers let me have details for your events too!

The club’s major touring assembly, Minis to.. Ireland for 2017 is close to 
selling out already I understand. I’m particularly looking forward to the 
event as it will be my first taking part in a classic Mini - I’m planning on 
driving in my Mk2 S.

We also have a firm date for the 2017 Ham Sandwich Run, with a great 
route in mind that will make this run another superb event again. So, 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

Mini Cooper Register Bournemouth Weekend                                                           
27th January – 29th January 2017, Hinton Firs Hotel

Hi All

How quick a year has gone – and how soon the preparations of 
this weekend have come round.

Just a reminder for all who pre-booked from the 2016 event 
if you haven’t already been contacted by the hotel for your 
deposit they should be in touch shortly or please make contact 
with the hotel on 01202 555409 to pay your deposit, it will 
speed things up for the hotel and make the process easier for all.  
A deposit of £20 per person will be required.

This means for all those who haven’t booked and are interested 
need to contact the hotel as any remaining rooms will be 
allocated on a first come first served basis from November 1st.

For those of you who haven’t yet experienced this weekend 
event please try and join us – it is a great way to meet up with 
fellow members in lovely surroundings and a scenic location – it 
certainly makes a refreshing change during otherwise miserable 
winter months.  I can guarantee you will enjoy it.

The weekend will take its usual format kicking off with a 
guest speaker on Friday night, and then starting with a short 
road run on Saturday Morning ending at a place of local 
interest followed by a KWIZZ Saturday afternoon ahead 

of the candlelit dinner Saturday evening with a fundraising 
raffle with very generously donated prizes of which proceeds 
go to a nominated worthy cause followed by evening 
entertainment.  Then the weekend is finished on Sunday 
with a hearty breakfast and followed by a filling Sunday 
Lunch to fuel your tank for your journey’s home!!!  Whilst 
waiting for Sunday Lunch during the Sunday morning there 
will be a chance to take a stroll along the sea-front taking 
or relax in the hotel – whichever you prefer!!!  There will 
also be a chance to purchase hand-made jewellery and other 
items which may be available for purchase.

Dress code for Saturday evening is as announced at this 
year’s event is black tie/formal wear but of course this is 
not at all compulsory but just adds to the experience of the 
weekend!!!!

If you have any queries or would like to contribute towards 
the weekend in any way or have any special requests – I always 
appreciate any volunteers who come forward to help make the 
weekend great for all of us please of course contact me on  
07950 753299 or 07910 901462.

Best Regards

Josh Bromage
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The new Mini Cooper Register Website and Forum
By Mike Bennett – MCR Webmaster

The Mini Cooper Register has a new internet presence that 
combines the website and the forum.

The forum is now an integral part of the website and so it is 
no longer necessary to log into three different places to access 
the club’s website and forum. Additionally, the vast wealth of 
knowledge contained in the original forum has been merged in with 
the postings from the later forum providing a single resource that 
may be searched and posted to; the forum now has 105,000 posts 
in 14,000 topics.

The website has been moved to a platform that will allow us to better 
serve the mobile technology that is becoming increasingly popular, 
although early days, the site will evolve to ensure that it is just as easy 
to use on your phone or tablet as it is on your PC. 

If you were a user of the previous forum your account has been 
moved to the new system, although it is necessary to renew your 
password as the security encryption mechanisms of the two systems 
are different. To do so, select the ‘Log in’ option and then use the 
‘Forgotten password’ option. Incidentally, when you do so, please 
make sure your first and last names have been entered in the 
‘Personal’ tab or the new password will not be saved.

As before, members and non-members of the club may read and 
post messages on the forum; in addition members have access to 
a member’s only section of the forum. In order to use the forum 
you must register for an account on the system. To register, use 
the Log in option from the menu and then the Register button, 
when you have supplied your details, these will be checked 

against the membership database and your access level will be 
granted accordingly.
For members, this account also gives you access to the member’s only 
areas of the website, including the ability to read the club’s magazine 
CooperWorld online.

To keep abreast of new posts to the forum, you can subscribe to one 
or more of the sections within the forum, when anyone adds a new 
topic or responds to an existing one, you will receive an email.

The pages of the website have a short menu at the top and a 
more comprehensive one at the bottom; it is worth highlighting 
two options in particular as they are links to a separate system 
provided by the company that manages our membership. The 
‘Car Registrations’ and ‘Membership account’ options take you to 
the page that gives you access to your membership details for you 
to view and update. This includes details of your cars; you can 
also renew your membership here. The password requested here 
is NOT the same as the one used to access the club’s website 
and forum.

The ‘Registrar Login’ is for the Registrars to gain access to their register 
and again the password is not linked to the Website password.

No website is ever finished, ours should be a constantly changing 
window into the world of the Mini Cooper Register, as both the club 
and technology progresses, we will continue to evolve the website to 
best serve the membership.

Mike Bennett
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2017

January 2017

Event: MCR Hinton Firs Weekend  
Date: 28-29th January 2017 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: Josh Bromage secretary@minicooper.org 
or telephone 07950 753299

Event: British Mini Fair    
Date: 29th January  
Location: Bingley Hall, Stafford 
Contact: Wilts Region Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Mini Winter Rally 2017   
Date: 27th-29th January  
Location: Switzerland 
Contact: http://mini-winter-rally.blogspot.ch/ or  
mini.winter.rally.2005@gmail.com

February 2017

Event: London Classic Car Show   
Date: 23-26th February 2017 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

March 2017

Event: Brooklands Mini Day   
Date: 19th March 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com 

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show  
Date: 31st – 2nd April 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April 2017

Event: Pride of Longbridge   
Date: TBC April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge, B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day   
Date: 16th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

Event: Donington Historic Festival   
Date: 28th 29th & 30th April 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day  
Date: 30th April 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at Blyton 
Park for MK1 Mini’s. 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

May 2017

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run  
Date: TBC May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, Wilts 
Contact: www.dewsc.org.uk

Event: British Mini Day 
Date: 7th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 13-14th May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Mini Run 2017 
Date: 21st May 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2017  
Date: 25-27th May 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: www.imm2017.ie

June 2017

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: 11th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade 
stands and concours judging. Also includes an 
autojumble. It is open to all marques of Minis/
MINI’s 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 17th-18th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

July 2017

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 7th-8th-9th July TBC 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: 23rd July TBC 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Mini Festival 2015 
Date: TBC 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 21st-23rd July  
(Club presence likely to be one day TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

August 2017

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 2017  
Date: 19th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Justin Ridyard – h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: TBC August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Mini Festival 2015 
Date: TBC 
Location: Oulton Park  
Contact: Oulton Park

September 2017

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble   
Date: 2nd September TBC 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting   
Date: 8th-10th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: TBC September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: 16th – 17th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or  
Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day 
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: Minis to Ireland 2017   
Date: 21st-28th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org

October 2017

Event: British Mini Fair 2 
Date: TBC October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire  
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley -  
rminimick@aol.com

November 2017

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show 
Date: 10th- 12th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham  
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org 



“ OUR CLASSIC  
CAR INSURANCE 
COMES WITH A 
WELL POLISHED 
SERVICE”

0800 083 6302
We share your passion for classic cars, call now for our best cover

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 7pm, Sat 9am - 5pm.  As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. *Terms and conditions apply, call for details. ^Based on an average customer saving 41% when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash 
policies.  Average customer = 57 year old male driving a 1965 MG B; a 1973 MG B and a 1972 MG Midget.  Savings accurate as of 1.7.2016.  Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm 
reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Based on reviews from July 2015 – December 2015

of customers would 
recommend Carole Nash96

The All Inclusive Carole Nash Difference

cherished.carolenash.com

3 Agreed Value*

3 Salvage Retention*

3  UK & European accident breakdown recovery, 
including Homestart assistance worth over £100

3  Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the 
event of an accident which is not your fault

3 Club member discounts*

Classic    |    Camper Van    |    Motorhome    |    Military    |    Performance

Alicia Insurance Specialist

 YOU COULD 

SAVE 41%
WITH A MULTI-CLASSIC CAR POLICY^

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 



Minis to Ireland
21st September – 28th September 2017

After the great success of Minis to Ireland in 2013 and 2015 the MCR will be returning to the fabulous roads of Ireland for 
the 2017 run. The route outline is described below.   We will be heading up to Sligo in the north west for a three night 
stop then heading south to Connamara for two nights at the superb Renvyle House Hotel where the food is exquisite and 
the location superb.   

This is the planned itinerary.   Mileage will hopefully be kept to a maximum of 200 miles per day. 

Thursday 21st September -  Meet in Fishguard at 13.00 for the 14.30 sailing to Rosslare arriving at 18.00 and travel  
  to the 4 star Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford.

Friday 22nd September  - Leave hotel and travel via Wicklow Gap, Mullingar, Longford, Carrick-on-Shannon,  
  Sligo to 4 star Radisson Blu and Spa Hotel. (Rosses Point)

Saturday 23rd September  - Round trip, Mullaghmore, Donegal Town, Killybegs, Glencolumbkille, Glenties,   
  Dunglow, Gweedore, Doocharry, Ballybofey, Ballyshannon, Manor Hamilton, Sligo  
  Radisson Blu Hotel.

Sunday 24th September  - Second round trip, Dromahir, Drumkeeran, Drumshanbo, Ballinagleragh,  
  The Poorhouse, Blacklion, Belleek, Enniskillen, Ballinmore, Ballygawley, Sligo, Radisson  
  Blu Hotel.

Monday 25th September  -  Leave Radisson Blu Hotel and travel via Ballina, Bellmullet, Westport, Louisburgh,  
  Leenaun, to Renvyle House Hotel.

Tuesday 26th September  - Round trip Leenaun, Toormakeady, Loch Nafooey,  Maam Cross, Oughterard, 
  Kinvarra, Carna, Cashel, Roundstone, Clifden, Cleggan, Letterfrack, Cashleen, 
  Renvyle House Hotel.

Wednesday 27th September - Leave Renvyle House Hotel, to Recess, Maum, Cornamona, Headford, Athenry,  
  Loughrea, Portumna, Birr, Abbeyleix, Carlow, Hacketstown, Glenmalur, Rathdrum,  
  Arklow, Enniscorthy, Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford.

Thursday 28th September  - Leave Hotel at 08.00 hours for Rosslare 09.00 Sailing to Fishguard.

The entry fee per car, for two people sharing a room, including return ferry crossing, seven nights accommodation in good 
quality hotels, with dinner and breakfast, plus lunches, will be in the region of £1495, subject to exchange rate fluctuations.  
The entry is being restricted to 40 cars and holding deposits of £295 will be taken to secure an entry.  Payment is by 
cheque, credit card (with small surcharge) or debit card with two further stage payments being required at the end of 
March and June.

Entries open on 5th November 2016.  Contact the Secretary of the Meeting, Lesley Young, by email - membership@
minicooper.org or phone 01580 763975 to request an application form and regulations.  Entry is restricted to 40 cars and 
will be allocated on receipt of completed application form and deposit.
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BRYAN PURVES 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryanpurves1@gmail.com 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm



Minis to Monte 2016 
By Lesley McLean aka ‘the other Lesley’

EVENTS

The warm welcome we received on arrival at the Lenham Roadhouse 
café on Sunday 1st October, more than made up for the miserable 

weather we had encountered on the 200 mile journey from our home 
in Exeter. This was already the furthest we had ever taken our Mini from 
home and we were looking forward to the adventure on our first time on 
the Minis to Monte run, and our first ever time of driving in France! 

43 Minis were also taking part plus a service van, which consisted of 31 
classic Minis and 12 BMW MINIS. Ours was number 30, the second to 
latest classic registered, being manufactured in June 2000 but registered 
in October of the same year. At the café Lesley Young and her team 
registered us and issued our fabulous red jackets embroidered with the 
‘Minis to Monte 1st- 8th October’ logo on the front, together with our 
Roadbook, sticker and magnetic plates which had been sent to us a couple 
of weeks beforehand. The Roadbook became our bible over the next 
week and we were amazed at how well put together it was, with so many 
historical details, maps, directions and advice. It also including a back cover 
with SOS on one side and OK on the other and which we could display if 
we stopped off to either seek help or reassure other members. 

Before us stretched a week of adventure as we travelled over 1,000 
miles to one of my favourite places, Monaco. The first run that afternoon 
to our hotel in Ashford was a great opportunity to test out my new 
navigation skills using the ‘Tulip’ diagrams in the Roadbook. Another 
learning curve, but by the end of the week I felt quite the expert and 
found it helpful to have a pencil handy to tick off each direction as we 
went along. That’s tip number 1 to those of you out there considering 
joining this type of holiday in the future. Later in the holiday I was also 
recommended an app for my phone, called RallyTripMeter, which was 
very handy as we don’t have a trip meter in our car and I was calculating 
it by hand from the mileage gauge until then! We also had our Sat Nav 

with us and, although we couldn’t use it for the route as we needed to 
follow the book, it did come in handy later on. We also set it at KPH 
instead of MPH which made it easier for us to ensure we stuck to the 
French speed limits as all of their road signs are metric of course. 

The first evening at the Ashford International Hotel gave us the 
opportunity to meet our fellow travellers, many of whom, like us, were 
first timers. An early start the next day and down to the Dover ferry for 
the crossing to Calais. Some of us arrived early as there was virtually no 
traffic and no queue at all, so we were offered the opportunity to catch 
the earlier ferry. Once we reached France we had to make sure that 
we remembered to drive on the right hand side of the road! Although, 
actually it was much easier than we had imagined and we soon settled 
into it. We traversed the Chemin des Dames, an area that saw the 
battle of the Marne in 1914. There were many monuments and it was 
sobering to think of all the young lives that were lost there more than 
100 years ago. We stopped off at the Reims circuit pits and Tribune 
building, a monument to the glory days of motor racing and it was 
lovely to see all the Minis lined up alongside the empty grandstands. 

It was easy to imagine the roar of the engines and the cheers of the crowds 
from those bygone days. Then it was off again passing through Champagne 
country. The vineyards of Moet and Chandon and Bollinger stretched 
out to either side of us. Our Roadbook contained some easy questions to 
complete which added entertainment to the journey. We arrived at the 
Tulip Hotel in Troyes and enjoyed a sumptuous dinner and plenty of wine. 

Monday saw us driving through some stunning French countryside and 
already you could see the Alpine style houses with their woodpiles all stacked 
up ready for the coming winter. The weather was fabulous, mild and sunny 
and it was a delightful journey. We even passed one cottage that had a little 
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green classic Mini parked in its car port! Our 
overnight stop was in the Novotel in central 
Annecy. The following day we started really hitting 
the Cols (mountains) and, again, stunning scenery 
with quaint villages and roads that must have been 
very challenging in the Monte Carlo Historic Rally. 
There is a lot of Second World War history around 
the area, including, as our Roadbook told us, the 
formation of a republic by the French Resistance 
in 1944 that was overcome by Nazis using gliders 
to storm this remote area. The area still retains 
its own distinct character with alpine style houses 
and scenery. By this time we had already covered 
700 miles! It was interesting to see the cables 
stretching across the valley of Grenoble carrying 
buckets from one side to the other as this was an 
industrial mining area. We had been warned that 
morning of a detour and given details of the route 
change, but I admit we did get a bit lost. So, with 
three other cars following us (also lost) we used 
our Sat Nav to find our way to our next hotel in 
Valence where we stayed for two nights. It was 
great to look out of our hotel window and see all 
the Minis lined up in the car park together. 

On Wednesday most of the members followed 
a circular route following roads used on the 
historic Monte Carlo Rallies as well as the 
Berzet rally. Some of these roads have almost 
impossible hairpin bends and are great fun to 
drive. However, one couple we met, Mary and 
Phillip wanted to go to Vienne to get some 
parts for their car as there was a Mini specialist 
there called Automobiles BMC, and so Andy 
my husband and I decided to join them. It was 
lovely to see their garage of restored Minis and 
other classics including a 1965 Mini Cooper 
S MK1 GP1. Later we heard that our service 
van had also had an interesting day as they had 
accidentally taken the Thursday route for 20K 
before realising! 

On Thursday we headed to Gap, and were 
met by a French rural traffic jam… a herd of 
cows that meandered past our Minis much to 
our amusement! 

Again, there were plenty of cavernous gorges, 
tight hairpin bends and spectacular scenery as 
your reward for tackling them! 
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Sadly the news came through that car 29, a 
1999 Rover Cooper, had developed a serious 
problem with its gearbox and had to be taken 
off back to ‘blighty’. Georgina and Lee put a 
brave face on it, hired a car and continued on 
regardless in true indomitable spirit. 

Thursday night was spent at the Hotel Carina 
Pavillon just outside of Gap, a traditional hotel 
with plenty of character. Before we knew 
it we were on the final leg of our amazing 
journey as we headed out Friday morning to 
Monte Carlo! Again, the scenery of the French 
Alps was just breath-taking. 

We had passed through gorges, Cols, hairpin 
bends and quaint villages with their shuttered 
windows, turning heads as we went. We 
had heard cow bells in the meadows and the 
delighted squeals of children in their school 
playgrounds, amazed to see so many Minis 
passing through their sleepy little village. It had 
been a long journey but an amazing adventure 
and I am so very, very glad we did it. 

On arrival in Monaco there was a blip on the 
directions… they had built a tunnel where a 
roundabout had been… which threw us off a 
bit, but we soon found our way to the Novotel 
for our last night. Being in Monte Carlo was just 
magical. This was our third visit to this amazing 
principality as Andy and I had spent the day there 
in 1980 while on a camping holiday near Antibes, 
and had returned last year, again for the day, as 
it was one of the stops on our Mediterranean 
cruise. We arrived at dinner to find lovely 
souvenir gifts of a mug and a USB in the shape of 
a Mini at our place settings. Prizes were kindly 
donated by our sponsors Carole Nash Insurance. 
The Route Master Award was won by Steve 
Burkinshaw and Paul Fleetwood in car 11 - they 
each received two bottles of Champagne. They 
were very closely followed in second place by Ian 
and Carole Potter (one point behind) and in joint 
third place by Simon Wheatcroft and Rasmus 
Hoyer and Roland and Susan Eckert (two points 
behind).  The Spirit of the Event Award was won 
by Graham and Lizzie Hendra in car 18 - they 
received a bottle of Champagne. The award for 
the largest Mini was won by Justin and Annmarie 
Ridyard in the Sweeper Car - they also received 
a bottle of Champagne. We all enjoyed a final 
evening of friendship and reminiscing over the 
adventure we had shared, and talked of the next 
trip – Minis to Ireland – next year! 

The following morning at breakfast we were 
all amazed when about a hundred priests 
in long robes and dog collars turned up! 
Apparently there was a conference on. We all 
went our separate ways after breakfast, some 
heading straight back to the UK while others 
were making the most of it and extending 
their holiday touring around different parts of 
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Europe. We headed to the Casino to take a photo of our Mini outside, 
just to prove we had actually made it! 

Andy had to work on the Monday so we headed to Nice for the night. 
Andy flew out early Sunday morning to Heathrow and my friend, Jennie, 
who doesn’t drive, flew in to keep my company on my way back to the UK 
taking the Roscoff to Plymouth ferry, which was more convenient for us. I 
had booked hotels in Nice, Monte Carlo (as Jennie had never been there), 
Lyon, Tours and finally Roscoff for our journey back. We spent Monday 
in Monte Carlo and then headed off on our journey back early Tuesday 
morning. I admit I was really nervous as Andy had done all the driving up to 
now, preferring that to navigating, and I had never driven in France before. 
So, you can imagine how fear and horror gripped me when, only an hour 
into our journey, the car started making an intermittent scraping noise!! 
This was my worst nightmare as we had over 1,000 miles to travel! The 
handling felt fine, and the engine seemed OK, but I was really worried. I 
pulled over and knelt at the side of the car to see if we had picked up some 
debris or even if my exhaust had fallen off! It hadn’t. I decided to carry on 
a little further and try to find a nearby garage as I know absolutely nothing 
about cars. Then I spotted a little garage with a rally car, emblazoned 
with all the usual stickers, parked outside. ‘There’s somewhere that 
looks likely!’ I thought to myself. So, I turned around, pulled up opposite 
and headed into the garage in search of a knight in shining armour! The 
mechanic working on one of the four rally cars inside – they all looked 
like Escorts to me - fetched the boss who was the only one who could 
speak good English! I explained the situation and asked him to kindly look 
at my car for me. ‘Where is your car?’ He asked, ‘Over there…’ I said 
turning to point at my Mini on the opposite side of the road. And then I 
saw it… the problem… my number plate hanging off by one screw! Oh 

my goodness! How we laughed! Relief flooded over me and drove away 
any embarrassment I might have felt. He sent his mechanic out to secure 
my number plate, no charge, and then showed me the many photos and 
trophies he had won rallying. I showed him our Roadbook and gave him 
one of my magnetic plates as a thank you, and he insisted I signed it. I asked 
for his business card… his name…? Mr Ferrari! (You couldn’t make this 
stuff up!) Jennie and I set off again relieved and happy. “I need a cup of tea 
after that excitement!” I told her. We were now passing through a winding 
gorge with a river running through and occasional lay-bys to one side, so 
we pulled into one and out came the camping chairs, camping table, stove 
and kettle and a brew was soon in progress. Can you imagine the sight 
that greeted the French motorists and lorry drivers as they rounded the 
corner….? Two eccentric looking English ladies having tea and biscuits 
at the side of the road! Many a smile was raised that day and even a few 
waves and toots from the lorry drivers! What fun! You’ll be delighted to 
know we made it home without further incident!

Our little Mini had covered over 2,500 miles in two weeks and did 
brilliantly. It was tiring, I admit, but I thoroughly enjoyed it, met some lovely 
people and saw some fantastic scenery. Having everything organised for 
us, the hotels, ferry, meals and wine, Roadbook and planning, made it really 
special and easy for us. I know a lot of work must have gone into it and I 
cannot thank those who worked so hard to pull this together enough.

If you have not yet participated in such a run as the Minis to Monte but 
have thought of taking part, then I urge you to seriously consider doing 
so. It really was an amazing experience and one I will treasure forever. 

Lesley McLean
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The Italian Job 2016
By Roger Hunt

I've taken part in every Italian Job since and including 2000, whereas 
my wife, Von, has only missed 2011 when I was on the service van 

which carried the many spares that might be required in order to keep 
the Minis going.

Team22 set off on the Friday afternoon of the 21st November in our 
red RSP ‘S’ G808 KJW for Portsmouth to meet up with our friends, 
Tanya and Jason Field, (both own RSPs) in Jason's 1971  Mk3 Cooper S. 
They kindly invited us to their Chateau in France for our first stop after 
the ferry docked in St Malo.

After a wonderful relaxing afternoon and sumptuous bedroom for the 
night, we set off across France, stopping for photos at the Magny-Cours 
Race Circuit and then overnight at a Campinale near Moulin. The two 
Coopers pressed on next morning, but we then had a drama! Our oil 
warning light came on, but luckily it appeared to be a dash fault that also 
caused our engine temp gauge to fail too. Wonderful doing the whole 
event testing the temperature of the air from the car heater to see how 
hot the RSP was running, but it worked though. Our lunch stops on the 
way to Italy involved tea and bacon butties from our small gas stove, 
but cheese sarnies for Tanya. 

We awoke to pouring rain in our Swiss hotel in Begnins and left after 
a superb evening meal and breakfast. We had a failed attempt in the 
underground garage to fix the RSP’s ailing dash. We then set off in our 
red and white Minis following the Swiss shore of Lac Leman via Montreux 
and nervously over the Simplon Pass heading down to the beautiful Lake 
Maggoire to the Hotel Regina Palace in Stresa. Then it was Team 24’s 
Mk3 S that started to splutter and cough. The hotel had a wonderful 
underground car park so it was decided to have a look in the morning. 
Stresa is a stunning lakeside town that we have visited in both mine and 
my Wife's RSPs in the past. After dining in the town and a good night’s 
sleep, next morning we tried everything to get Jason's Mini to run 
properly again - was our second trip to Stelvio in danger? It continued to 
run very erratically until we pulled off onto a side road to give the voltage 
regulator a clean and tweak. It worked and we were soon half way up 
the Stelvio Pass. It got colder and I had decided to follow Jason's lead by 
putting ‘socks’ on my car’s twin carbs made from an old Amazon carton. 
Both cars ran well up into fog, snow and onto the icy roads at the top. It 
was freezing and hard for the Minis to slide the last few hundred yards to 
our warm and welcoming hotel at the summit. 

EVENTS
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Artusi. Here we had a mouth watering Piadena (flat bread) cookery 
demonstration the results of which added to our lunch. Then we 
drove up more wonderful twisty Italian roads  to  Borghetto di Brola 
in the Modigliana hills for light refreshments, before heading to our 
evening meal in Moulino Rosso and the surreal Karoke with Renzo an 
Italian Job legendary DJ.

Next day saw a short drive from Imola to the Karting track and lots 
of tiring fun in Electric Karts, stopping on our way to the Autodroma 
for lunch by the pool at the hotel together with the cars. We then had 
laps of the Imola circuit and a stop off half way round at the Senna 
memorial. Driving on the Imola circuit was a special highlight for 
most of us. The evening was sadly our last at the Moulino Rosso and 
we finished with a Black tie dinner. The food on the whole trip was 
exceptional, supplemented by local Italian wines.

Tuesday 1st November was a 200 mile plus drive to Monza where 
we usually get lost but not this time. There were a few special 
stages and a meet up with our friend Domenico driving my old 
white Minivan.

He was a great help finding local classic Mini parts for a stricken Jobbers 
car. Lunch at Monza was accompanied by the national holiday track day 
supercars screaming around the circuit, which was music to our ears. 
Then on to a fast and fun drive round the Monza circuit which nearly 
didn’t happen. 

But Giulia St George, the IJ organiser soon had it sorted. From Monza 
we headed to the NH Lingotto Hotel in Turin, and this is the famous old 
Fiat factory with the banked test circuit on the roof. The evening meal 
was a buffet dinner, far too much choice, and couple of beers in the bar. 
Next morning after breakfast we all met at the far end access to the 
roof. We had Trina Davies join us in our car for some of the day. She has 
done the 'Job' more times than we have. Up the spiral roadway to the 
top and I always enjoy the twisty climb in the RSP.

A great meal and few drinks around the open fire sent us to bed in 
anticipation of the next day’s 48 hairpins. A cold day was the start of a 
sunshine bathed decent and making it spectacular indeed. We cruised 
on passing Bolzano trouble free to the Moulino Rosso Hotel in Imola 
arriving a day early for our room with a private garage.    

Many Italian Job participants, 'Jobbers' as we are known were 
already there. Next morning our RSP was scrutinized and 
paperwork checked to make sure it met the standards to start the 
rally and our number 22 added to the door logo. We synchronised 
watches and were away after briefing and lunch following our Tulip 
Rally Book, stopping at Dozza and its special wall paintings. On 
route we popped into Innocenti Mini Cooper owner Enrico Ghini's 
bakery, and he was very pleased and excited to see the Minis and 
other IJ cars parked outside.

Onto Castel del Rio and confusion over our times costing us a lot of 
points, but an Ice Cream soothed the pain as did the picturesque Ponte 
Alidosi hump-backed bridge built in the 15th Century - always a good 
photo opportunity.

Saturday 29th Oct and the Tulip book guided us to the Panini Car 
Museum on a farm with a traditional Parmesan cheese producing 
facility, so we toured, we tasted and we bought. The museum was 
a wonder of Maseratis, Alfas, Fiats, tractors and motorbikes, even 
some Lambrettas. We were joined by the Mini Emilia Romagna and 
were given a police escort into Modena Centre where we parked up 
to look around. Then we were escorted again onto Villa Casino Riva 
for an excellent lunch. The Lamborghini museum was next on the 
agenda which was full of amazing cars and history. The evening meal 
at Imola was also an auction night and items donated by Jobbers 
raised over £3,000. 

Next morning our RSP was running well and took us up the mountains 
towards Rimini with stunning views again along the way. Parking in 
the centre Piazza of Forlimpopoli, we looked around the historic 
Verdi theatre and then on to the centre of gastronomic culture Casa 

EVENTS
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shopping mall Pizza with teams 24 and 29 (Annie and John ) we retired 
to get ready for the long journey home. Mullhouse was the destination 
and we took the long 470 mile French route, while teams 24 and 29 
along with others chose the much shorter Swiss route. Sadly, team 24’s 
Mk3 S played up again so their plan to see the amazing Schlumpf car 
museum ran out of time. But the excellent meal in an English themed 
Pub restaurant in Mullhouse that night made up for it with beer served 
in three litres tubes - very nice! It was cooler next day as red, white and 
blue teams 22, 24 and 29 

headed towards the fiasco that is Paris and the rain drenched dark 
Perifique. It was bad but we all arrived at the hotel after splitting up in 
heavy traffic. The easy option was a meal in the hotel and very good it 
was too. Onwards and home catching an earlier ferry giving us an early 
arrival at the International Hotel in Ashford. A black tie final dinner and 
prize giving, none for us as we were fifth in the rally, Vic Maundrell and 
his son Darren team 90 in a super Grand Prix Cooper deservedly won 
the event.

Team 27 were 2nd and team 20 were 3rd. Team 24 rightly won best 
dressed Mini, even though it was still chuffing a bit. Team 88, Nick's 91 
Cooper S was awarded the Golden Clutch Cylinder for having most 
parts fitted from the Service van. Oldest award went to Team 35 in 
their White 1970 Mk3 Cooper S. A wonderful event made better by 
the company of the people taking part.

Thanks to all competitors and Red Hatters for a great IJ2016 our RSP 
did us proud again covering 3,400 miles in total. Visit www.italianjob.
com. Team22 Roger and Yvonne Hunt.

Roger Hunt

EVENTS

Out into gorgeous sunshine, sadly clouds in the distance masked the 
snow-capped peaks. You can see the Sports Stadium roof from the film 
and the Olympic Arch. Then the final special stage and the highlight of 
the Italian Job was driving around the banked end on the roof circuit - a 
pleasure and a thrill.

That was the competitive part of The Italian Job over. Spiralling down to 
lunch in the Lingotto and then around to the back of the hotel to meet 
the fearless Turin Police Motor bikers who escort us across Turin at 
speed and stopping all the traffic. With a hiccup at the Church and Steps

where Police forces clashed and we continued over the bridge with 
the famous weir to the right and into the centre of Turin to park up 
near the shopping walk ways. All very Italian Job and the RSP rattled 
along the cobbles for us to enjoy the views. After an excellent Lingotto 
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Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.
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Rover RePorter’s review of 2016
By Cliff Porter

At Stanford Hall in September someone mentioned that I used to write as ‘Roving      
RePorter’ which reminded me that I did an article about Mini models in the January 

issue, and so I thought it would be a good idea to finish the year in the same way with 
some chat and images I took at Gaydon recently.

An opportunity arose in early October to visit the British Motor Museum at Gaydon with a 
friend and by chance there was a model railway show on at the same time. Regular readers 
may remember that I have not been a fan of the venue but you will be surprised to learn 
now that my opinion has changed!  It might have something to do with the fact that I can take 
advantage of repeat visits, as many times as I like for 12 months for a concession entry fee of 
£12; that can’t be bad can it when the normal price is £14. Mind you, I made a wrong turn on 
the way due to poor road signage; that’s worthy of another article but I won’t go there here.

As I entered the museum, I had to wait in a very long pedestrian queue for what seemed 
forever to pay my entry fee. I think the delay was the result of visitors completing their charity 
donation forms and using credit cards to pay for entry. Once in the doors one of the first cars 
I saw was the ‘first’ Mini off the production line registered 621 AOK which now needs some 
TLC. Recent press comment suggested that the Queen thinks everywhere she makes an 
appearance at smells of fresh paint! I wonder if she can tell Dulux from cellulose as she looked 
at the auto display on her recent visit. I hope she thought it was AOK on the day!   

The current displays in the main area do not include many Mini variants but I did see 
the Twini Moke and the Downton Mini, before finding the three Monte Minis - ‘just 
like that’.  I have it on very good authority that the Downton Mini had been displayed 
at Compton Verney as part of their recent exhibition. Linda, my wife, came home very 
knowledgeable about the history of the Mini and in particular in detail about UHR 850’s 
history!  It was back in the museum on the day I visited unless it had been replicated as 
the Works cars were in the day for publicity purposes? I do wonder.

I began the year with comments about my Monte Mini models but will finish with 
observations about the rear ends of the cars. Many years ago there was a ‘Spot the ball’ 
competition in local papers. My competition is a ‘spot the differences’ in the pictures.  No 
cash prizes this time but answers in the letters page would be appreciated to make sure 
you are reading my words!  There is also a teaser photo – what is the model?

OK back to the model theme - it was a model train exhibition after all.  I have never been 
to such an exhibition before but was intrigued by ‘N,’ ‘OO’ and ‘O’ gauge layouts built by 
enthusiasts for club displays.  By coincidence I met an N gauge enthusiast on a recent holiday 
and saw pictures of his layout. These train enthusiasts are no different to classic car enthusiasts, 
as their main objective is to live in a property with a room to create a suitable model railway 
layout area - Mini translation = multiple garage area! And I suspect they spend similar sums on 
their hobby; even to the extent of including up to date electronics to their layouts in their man 
caves! I was blown away with the attention to detail. It matched Mini owners’ enthusiasm to 
get things correct. As I wandered around 30 plus layouts, I noticed a number of model vehicles 
included in the displays. One stallholder was seen to be selling N gauge Minis! (Sadly my eyesight 
was lacking but I did notice they were collectable as it had to be secured to the layout!)

Visitors to the show were of all ages, from babes in arms to oldies holding the arms 
of their carers (who I think got in free!) and those using mobility scooters!  How can 
enthusiastic motor clubs replicate that? On a personal note – is the MSA killing off the 
ability of an enthusiastic amateur to take part in competitive events with ALL the new 
rules being imposed; the world is going mad in my opinion. I’m thinking of creating an 
empire for mobility vehicles soon along the lines of the F1 championship.  Please contact 
mobilitygp@e-mail.com for regulations. (Please don’t only joking!)

It was good to visit the Dentist’s display on the first floor that still includes Lord 
Moutbatten’s Mini Traveller.

Last time I visited the British Motor Museum at Gaydon there was a new building at the side of 
what I describe as the windy ‘bowl car park.’ As I left the main building I noticed people in the 
building so I thought – why not go in? I was not disappointed. On the ground floor in the new 
building was a display of Jaguar cars but on the first floor was a car park full of BMM cars not 
included in the main museum including the last Mini Cooper built, a Cord and a Riley Elf etc.

I began to reflect on what the MCR had achieved during the year:

Regions – So many events attended to support the membership.
Registrars – Always knowledgeable about their specific cars.
Touring Assembly runs – Well supported with another successful Minis to Monte.
Beaulieu – A great event but Tony needs to stand down after so many years. Thanks Tony.
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MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

If I’ve missed an event – SORRY.  This year I could not compete in my 
favorite MCR event up in Northumberland. Sorry Niall.

‘Tis the season to be merry and in the spirit of goodwill may I wish everyone 
happy seasonal greetings and a very friendly New Year.

That’s it folks!   Another year has passed with so many happy Mini experiences 
and attendances at many shows but sadly not Beaulieu for me this year.  

The club continues to flourish thanks to the very hard working committee.  
It organises many touring assembly runs including the very successful Minis 
to Monte, Champagne run and local UK events which are all organised by 
very enthusiastic volunteers.

We are all interested in Minis but comments on the web recently and the way 
in which the upgrade of the MCR website and the forum have gone have upset 
me. It is our hobby of course so why be so negative?  All the members of the 
Committee and the officials of the Club are volunteers after all. So, I hope that 
2017 will bring peace and harmony within the club and we can now move on.  

By the way, if there are any younger members out there who would like to 
help run the club, please get in touch. The club needs younger volunteers to 
ensure that ‘The Legend Lives On.’ Don’t forget Minis up to 1991/2 were not 
electronic so can be worked on without having an electronics degree! 

You could also volunteer to join the Committee and see what is involved.  
I was a young enthusiast junior member of the BARC in the 1960s and 
remember, with great affection, how the older members passed on their 
experiences to me. My local motoring club supports younger enthusiasts as 
promoted by the MSA. So, why not get your youngsters to come along to a 
regional club night or event to see - we don’t bite!

The Mini Cooper Register has now been around for 30 years so ‘The 
Legend Should Live On’ with much needed support from younger 
enthusiasts who have an interest in the Mini and the MINI. I urge you to get 
the wheels in line and accelerate to your local region and get involved. 

By the way, the Warwickshire Region will be having their annual dinner at 
the Houndshill on Wednesday 18th January which happens to be Burns 
night. So what better way to celebrate the New Year? Please get in touch 
with me for further details and partners are welcome too.

Don’t forget the club will be celebrating 35 years at the Hinton Firs Hotel 
Bournemouth at the end of January 2017. Sadly, I won’t be able to get there 
this time but I’m sure you might be able to book if you contact Joss Bromage 
for details quickly. It is a great social weekend  as Bournemouth and its 
surrounding area has much to offer.

You know it makes sense to smile and I finish with a few words from a well 
known song 
“When you're crying you bring on the rain, so stop your sighing be happy again,
keep on smiling 'cause when you're smiling, the whole world smiles with you.”

Happy New Year – Coopering.

Cliff ‘Rover’ Re Porter
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MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

Minis to Monte engagement and marriage
By Richard Sign

Those who took part in the 2014 Minis to Monte will remember 
Jack Brown and Lindsey Denton in their green and white 

Minivan. The 2014 event was especially memorable for the fact 
that at the Monte Carlo Hotel Jack proposed to Lindsey which she 
of course happily accepted. They announced their engagement to 
everyone in the bar just before the final dinner. Glasses were raised 
at the dinner congratulating them.

Jack and Lindsey have since tied the knot this year on 2nd July near 
their home in Barnsley, and Minis played an important part in their 
big day. Their wedding cars were three Minis in red, white and blue 

just like The Italian Job Minis. Their amazing wedding cake was 
modelled on the Col du Turini with Minis on their way to the top. 
The Col du Turini is, of course, one of the Monte Carlo rally stages.

Mr and Mrs Brown are hoping to take part in the next Minis to 
Monte event in 2018. 

We wish them all the best in their future together.

Richard Sign

26 | www.minicooper.org

Jack and Lindsey's Col de Turini wedding cakeJack and Lindsey with their Minivan on Minis to Monte 2014

The Happy couple with their red, white and blue wedding car Minis



Youth Co-ordinator − Sarah Voss
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Iam delighted to have joined the MCR Committee as Youth 
Coordinator this year. First of all, I’d like to encourage members 

with any suggestions to contact me – whether it’s an event 
you want support to organise, or you have thoughts on how 
to encourage young membership, I’m keen to hear from you. 
I’m absolutely not setting out to promote an age divide within 
the club but I want to increase the appeal of the club to young 
people, and maintain good integration with all members.

So, a bit about me and why I felt this was a role I wanted to take on! 
I grew up in a family of car fanatics and spent much of my childhood 
hanging out in workshops, playing in the parts department of a Jaguar 
Land Rover dealership, and watching motorsport. While my brother 

continued to run with the theme, I rebelled, went to vet school, and now work as an equine vet in 
Glasgow. To cut a long story short, a couple of years ago my interest reignited, and I became desperate 
to start my own Mini restoration. A change in circumstances made this impossible, and I needed 
something road-ready. So, in September last year, after much hunting, I became the proud owner of 
‘Harry’, my Rover Cooper MPi. I’m already head over heels, we’ve covered a lot of miles together, 
and Harry has a home for life with me. My family have been MCR members for some time, and joining 
the club was the first thing I did. I’ve been made to feel very welcome, and have had an amazing time 
at some events this year with the Kent region (my ‘home’ region). I’ve got a solid background in event 
organisation and committee membership/management from university, and I felt that I had something 
to bring to the table as a young(ish!), relatively inexperienced, yet enthusiastic member.

At the same time, as this magazine is landing on doormats, I will be releasing an online survey to 
better ascertain what younger members want to get out of their membership. I’ll be distributing that 
via Facebook, Twitter, the forum, and email – the more people who share their opinions, the more 
successful we can be! In the interim period this is a taste of what’s to come.

I’m prioritising more low cost events, starting with a touring assembly to the Peak District. This 
is planned to take place in summer 2017, with camping on the Saturday (in a barn – I’m a soft 
southerner!) with BBQ and BYOB. The initial recce is planned to take place in December, with the 
aim to advertise formally after that. I would love to see this event well attended, and if anyone has 
any thoughts to contribute please get in touch. Along similar lines, I would like to promote more 
social club attendance at shows and events, with the hope to encourage new friendships between 
members from all age groups and corners of the UK. My initial plan is to organise an inexpensive 
overnight stay over for Beaulieu next year and make a weekend of it! Hopefully, those who feel they 
don’t know anybody will feel able to come and meet some other members!

Another idea I want to encourage is support for new/inexperienced owners, especially people 
looking to buy their first car. Despite having grown up around them, buying my first Mini was a 
surprisingly stressful undertaking! The club has a wealth of knowledge to share, and I want to 
make the most of this by compiling a ‘Buying Your First Mini’ guide. There’s some information 
online already, but we can do better! Anybody who’d like to contribute to this please get in touch, 

pictures are especially welcome. I’m hoping this 
will be added to the website early in 2017. 

There’s more yet to come, but hopefully this will 
get the ball rolling. With the advent of the Non-
Cooper Register, hopefully, actively encouraging a 
wider array of members, and the club’s growing 
social media presence, I am very optimistic that 
this will be a brilliant year for youth membership.

Sarah Voss

Me my Mini and my brother Jonathan!

Brands Hatch Mini Festival 2016 and 
visiting the pits with the Kent Region

Making new friends on the Champagne Run



Mini to Monte 2016 

In late 2015 Tony Salter twisted my arm and convinced me I 
should take my Innocenti Mini on the Minis to Monte trip in 2016. 
I went home and discussed it with my wife Lizzie and to my utter 
amazement she said she wanted to come too. Prior to this she had 
never been further than Chichester in the Mini. 

In early 2016 I bought a motorbike and completely fell out of 
love with my Mini, and so I decided I would sell the car after the 
trip to Monte. It turns out this was not the best mind set to have 
when prepping a Minis to Monte car. Lizzie and I jumped in the 
yellow peril and headed to Kent on October the 1st for the Monte 
run. However, we were accompanied by a lovely wowing noise 
which we tried to ignore and a lumpy tick over set to 1500rpm to 
keep the damn thing going - it was going to be a development in 
progress job. 

On day 2 and with the wowing getting worse, I predicted gearbox 
failure but it turned out it was just a rear wheel bearing. This was 
quickly fixed by the Minis to Monte mechanic team and we were 
on our way again. On day 3 we decided to have a rest in Valence 
while the other cars did a round trip of the local area. It gave me 
time to address the tick over problem which was put down to a 
loose inlet manifold. 

From then on the trip was a breeze; we plodded along at 
the back of the pack, with the car overloaded with shoes, 

clothes and ½ a ton of tools and parts having a whale of a 
time. The weather got more and more glorious the further 
we went. Every evening over dinner we swapped amusing and 
implausible stories with the other teams as the wine flowed 
freely. On day 6 we arrived late, hot and half deaf in Monte 
to another lovely hotel and a fabulous dinner for the last night 
together. The people we had met on the way convincing me 
the Mini scene is the one to be in and thoughts of selling the car 
were a long distant memory. 
 
We opted for the 3 day return trip and took in Ponte du Gard, 
Avignon, Millau and a Roquefort cheese tour on the way home. 
Finally we arrived in le Harve for the ferry to Portsmouth. After 
customs clearance we waited in turn to get on the ship only for 
the starter solenoid to pack up, a quick jump start and we were 
off again. I couldn’t believe it; the 43 year old badly prepped car 
had made it.

The trip was a blast, filled with hilarious people all battling 
along in old cars having a great laugh. Every time a Mini stopped 
everyone checked the occupants were ok, you could not help 
but feel a sense of camaraderie. I’ve already signed up for Monte 
2018, this time I think I might prep the car a bit. Well done to 
the organisers, it was faultless. The love is back for the Innocenti 
and the Mini scene.  

Graham Hendra

LETTERS
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FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

Right! I judged these 
(few) photos using the 
"eek" factor and the one 
that makes me shiver 
is surfblue63's photo 
entitled "Hartside Café 
near Alston on a freezing 
cold January Sunday."

Over to you surfblue63 
to choose the subject 
for November's photo 
competition. 

Lorraine LH
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TECHNICAL TOPICS − 
By Richard Pengelly

I  drive my classic Mini most weeks during the spring, summer and 
autumn. During the winter months it’s stored in the garage away from 

the worst weather and salt laden roads. When spring arrives I like to 
be able to get the car out of the garage and use it rather than wonder if 
it will start or if anything has fallen off over the winter. Here are a few 
things that I do with my Mini prior to its winter hibernation to ensure it 
will be ready to go next spring.

It does not matter how few miles I have driven the Mini over the 
year I always change the oil and filters. The manual says change the 
oil every 3,000 miles, but oil always darkens off with the products 
of combustion and if left too long the oil additives combine with 
these products of combustion to form sediment in the bottom of 
the sump. So, changing the oil once a year is always a good idea. To 
get at the filter I find I need to remove the grill. Paul Wilson, that 
well known Thames Valley spannerman, recommends moving the 
oil cooler (if you have got one) to one side to improve access to the 
filter as well.

First take the car for a run to warm the oil up. On return I 
normally remove the front wheels and put the car on axle stands at 
this stage. Whilst the oil is draining replace the air filters or at the 
very least clean them. Check all the hoses, especially the smaller 
heater hoses in the engine compartment and inside the car going 
to the heater at the toe board. Not forgetting the bye pass hose, if 
you have one.

If you have a hydrometer now is a good time to check there is 
enough antifreeze in the cooling circuit. Figure 1 shows the amount 
required depending on the ambient winter temperature. Don’t put 
too much antifreeze in. The thermal conductivity of antifreeze is 
half of water. For a cool engine, in traffic, on those hot summer 
days, minimize the amount of antifreeze in the cooling system. For 
those of you who live in parts of the world were the temperature 
does not fall to freezing, distilled water is the best and most efficient 
coolant to use.

Remove the spark plugs and distributor cap and give these a good 
clean. Especially inside the plug caps, and spark plug insulators. 
With the use of unleaded petrol, plug electrode gaps do not seem 
to deteriorate as much as they did with leaded petrol, and I’m 
not sure why. If you are using contacts, replace or re-gap them. 
If you are a racer, you probably need to replace the distributor 
cap, contacts, capacitor and rotor arm. In the old days when my 
family car had a distributor, contacts and a carburetor, I replaced 
the distributor, capacitor, contacts, plug leads and spark plugs 
every autumn just to make sure it started regularly throughout the 
winter months.

Before replacing the plugs check the copper sump washer, torque up 
the sump plug to 40 to 50tlb, and if it’s an old style pure0lator filter 
torque to 16 ftlb, Figure 2. Then fill the engine and crank until you get 
oil pressure. Check there are no leaks, replace the plugs and fire the 
engine to see if all is well. Millers oil do a special oil for engines that 
will be laid up for some time, so if your car is one of these it is worth 
considering this option.

Some people like to grease the suspension with the wheels on but my 
preference is to do this job with the wheels off. This allows you to clean 
off the surplus grease when finished. Check the rubber gaiters are not 

Preparing your Mini for  
winter Hibernation

split or in need of attention. These could be an MOT failure item and 
if you have to order some spares, now is the time to do it to get these 
jobs planned into the winter months.

I like to get my head into the wheel arch and check the wiring to the 
headlights and side lights to see if they, or the earth connections, are 
in need of attention. Cleaning out a years accumulative mud and muck 
under the wings, whilst not a very nice job it is worth doing once a year. 
We all know where Minis rust and just because you have new wings 
and ‘A’ panels it does not mean it will not start deteriorating again. For 
some reason I always find paint has chipped off a wheel arch flange 
somewhere each year and that is another job to note and do now or 
save for later.

Check there is no play in the wheel bearings or steering as it is 
better to find out these things before the MOT man does. I’m 
assuming your car has disc brakes, but if not, look at the paragraph 
on rear brakes as that applies equally to those with front drum 
brakes. It’s easy to check disc brake pad wear when the wheels 
are off the car. On an MGB I owned some years ago the disc brake 
pistons always picked up dirt on one piston or another causing 
uneven pad wear. For some reason this does not seem to be a Mini 
problem, but its worth checking that both pads are wearing evenly 
and that one of the pistons is not sticking.

Run the wheel nuts down the studs. If they are stiff a tyre fitter 
may have stretched the threads when they used their air gun. Over 
the years I have had several problems with wheel nuts which have 
been over tightened by tyre fitters. Some of the nuts were partially 
stripped others had the threads stretched. The Mini 5/16” wheel 
nuts should be torqued to 38 to 43ftlb and then retorqued after 
driving the first 200 to 300 miles in the spring, and check especially 
on the front wheels. Sometimes they move slightly and the wheel 
nuts slacken off 2 to 4ftlbs. We have all seen Lorries and buses 
with plastic pointers on their wheel nuts; this gives a quick visual 
indication if wheel nuts are moving so it’s not just Minis that have 
these issues.

By now I’m nice and mucky so with the wheels off clean them inside 
and out and check for any tyre wall damage or bulges, especially 
on the inside. I had an MOT failure some years ago when two tyres 
developed a side wall bulge on the inside due to standing in one 
position over the winter. These days I leave my car on axle stands 
during the winter months to avoid this, and other problems. If cars 
are left on their wheels in one position the bearing grease tends 
to move away from the bottom of the bearing which is taking the 
weight of the car. This will not happen over a few months during 
one winter, but left in one position over, say 5 years or more it 
would probably mean a wheel bearing overhaul and new tyres, just 
to be on the safe side.

With the front end of the car sorted, now to the back end, off with 
the wheels and up on axle stands. If the break pedal has a long 
travel and you are sure there is no air in the system, it’s probably 
due to back brake adjustment. Remove the rear drums and clean 
out the dust. Run an emery cloth round the rim of the drum, to 
help with ease of reassembly. Check the brake cylinder is not 
leaking. If it is it will mean new brake shoes as well. If you find a 
brake cylinder leaking always replace both sides as the one on the 
other side will probably be on its last legs as well. I performed a 
dramatic 360 degree spin in my Mini when I thought I would try 
and save money by only replacing a wheel cylinder on one side. 
Fortunately, I never hit anybody else but it did give me a big scare 
at the time.
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Antifreeze 
Concentration by 

volume %

Commences to 
Freeze Deg.C

Frozen Solid Deg.C

25 -13 -26

33 -19 -36

50 -36 -48

Antifreeze levels

Oil filter 16lb.ft 2.2kg.m

Transmission drain plug 40 to 50lb.ft. 5.5 to 6.9kg.m

Road wheel nuts 38 to 43lb.ft 5.25 to 5.94kg.m

Torque settings
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It’s easy to adjust the rear brakes shoes with the wheels off, 
providing the adjuster screw is not rusted up. Screw in the 
adjuster until the next flat binds the brakes. If the shoes are too 
worn the brake adjuster will come to the limit of its adjustment 
and just screw in. This is another thing to check at this time. Press 
down the brake pedal to centralize the shoes and slacken the 
adjuster as required. Check the hand brake quadrants move freely, 
pull the hand brake up a notch then adjust the cables until both 
brakes come on at the same time. For those with earlier Minis it is 
worth while replacing the handbrake levers with those from later 
models. These have longer arms (and for less than £20 pounds) 
increase leverage ratios, which in turn increases handbrake 
efficency. Undertaking these adjustments should give you a good 
hand brake and rear brake MOT pass.

Grease the swinging arms and remove surplus grease and the 
muck that seems to accumulate on the rear subframe, hence 
their well known short life if neglected. Inspect the intermediate 
exhaust hanger at the front of the rear subframe. These have a 
habit of letting go and are difficult to spot until the exhaust hits 
a speed hump. The same goes for the electric fuel pump, if you 
have one as this is often a neglected item until it stops working. 
One of my road side stops involved the terminal falling off the fuel 
pump.  Wheels and wheel nuts should be checked as per the front 
wheels. Finally, clean out the wheel arch checking for any paint 
chips or rust patches. 

It is useful to minimise fuel levels when the car is rolled into the 
garage for the winter. Ethynol in fuel can corrode float chambers. 
Ethynol resistant SU floats and valves are now available if you 
suffer from these problems. A fresh charge of 5 liters of new fuel 
in the spring will help the engine start easier. MPI cars with closed 
fuel systems suffer less from light volatile fuel evaporation but 
carbureted cars with open fuel vented fuel tanks tend to suffer from 
evaporation. Hence, they will benefit more from a fresh charge of 
fuel in the spring.

Fuel companies change their fuel mix twice a year from winter to 
summer blends, getting the right blend for the right time of year 
helps with starting any car in the spring. This logic also applies 
to those of you who have petrol lawnmowers. If the car is being 
stored for 5 years drain as much of the fuel as you can.

Now your sitting back with that satisfied feeling, just check all 
the lights, indicators, stop lights etc and any that do not work 
can be put on the ‘to do’ list. As mentioned before, I normally 
place my car on axle stands and I fit a Newton Commercial 
fitted dust cover. One last thing is to disconnect the battery. 
Most old cars have a power leak somewhere in the system. 
Disconnecting the battery ensures its fully charged ready to go 
into action next spring. 

Richard Pengelly    

Car ready for hibernation 
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Apologies for the break in transmission 
with the 4th instalment of the 

ADO50 feature; it should be back for 
January. What follows is a little more 
time sensitive…

Motorclassica is the premium event of its 
type in Australia, held this year for the 
seventh time in Melbourne's beautifully 
restored Royal Exhibition Building 
over the weekend of the 21st to 23rd 
October. Each year it’s a wonderful way 
for car enthusiasts to spend a day or two 
drooling over rare and special interest 
cars while often catching up with friends 
and fellow enthusiasts.

News filtered through the Mini scene 
'down under' that Rauno Aaltonen would 
be present at this year's Motorclassica 
in conjunction with the Southern Cross 
Rally Festival. Rauno is no stranger to 
Australia, having begun venturing here 
with BMC’s effort for the November 
1964 Sandown 6 Hour International 
Saloon Car race as part of the 3 car, 
BMC Morris Cooper S squad with 
Timo Makinen, Paddy Hopkirk, John 
Fitzpatrick, Peter Manton and Brian 
Foley, amongst the other BMC team 
drivers (refer November and December 
2014 CooperWorld). 

Ever since 1964, Rauno has had quite a 
few trips to Australia. Be it for Bathurst’s 
Gallaher 500 meeting, which he won 
in 1966 with Bob Holden, and which 
then quickly saw him change discipline 
from tarmac to his dirt skills for the first 
Southern Cross Rally. That event started 
just days after the Bathurst race and also 
involved driving a Cooper S. Although it 
took several Southern Cross visits to take 
his victory in this event, over a decade 
later in 1977 driving a Datsun with Jeff 
Beaumont. He ditched the plane trip and 
drove one of the BMC 1800s to Australia 
during the 1968 London to Sydney with 
Henry Liddon and Paul Easter. He shared 
one of three Marlboro Holden dealer 
team’s, Holden Commodores, with 
Shekhar Mehta and Barry Lake in his 
car for the 1979 Repco Round Australia 
Reliability Trial. Rauno also revisited 
Bathurst for the 1991 Tooheys 1000 with 
Bob Holden to celebrate 25 years since 
their win. The Cooper S was, of course 
by then, long since ineligible and Bob 
was running Toyota Corollas. Another 
of Rauno’s trips ‘down under’ involved 
training celebrities for MINI at the 2002 
Australian GP (refer May and August 
2002 MCR mags).

Regardless of the event or year, Rauno was, 
and still is, the consummate professional 
with impeccable manners, very helpful and 
has beautiful English. That quite possibly 
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

Rauno on the Southern Cross Rally Festival’s trade stand

Although both LRX cars have shared plenty of Simon Young’s workshop time together, this was 
their first public showing together. 829E is Syd’s and 828E is Graeme’s car



puts many of us who use it as our first 
language to shame.

It was late February and early March 
2002 when Roger Wall and I were 
privy to the MINI celebrity training at 
Sandown and then at the Albert Park 
MINI Celebrity Challenge compound is 
where I met Rauno for the first time. His 
task that week was to train the TV, radio, 
sports and model celebrities if they were 
having trouble coming to terms with the 
left hand drive, John Cooper Garages-
built MINI Coopers. He also had time 
for us Mini enthusiasts, with Roger and 
I managing to get Rauno's agreement 
to come to the local Mini Club meeting 
during that eventful week. Totally 
unscripted, it was a bit of a coup for the 
members that turned up that month. 

Fast forward to 2016 and Motorclassica 
and the way it works is that visitor entry 
involves being shuttled upstairs, past the 
trade stands on the mezzanine before 
you can go downstairs to view the cars. 
As my partner, Anne and good mate, 
Darrell ventured with me through the 
stands, we stumbled upon the Southern 
Cross Festival stand. Much to my pleasant 
surprise, Rauno was in attendance and 
happy to chat and be photographed. In 
fact, even happy for how we orchestrated 
him to be photographed on the 
stand. More photos would follow later...

I asked Rauno how long he had been 
in Australia. “I arrived just the day 
before… and have no jetlag” was his 
response. I also asked if he would be 
available for photographs with Graeme 
Urch and Syd Jenkins the two respective 
owners of the Ex-Works Cooper Ss, 
LRX 828E and LRX 829E originally 
brought ‘down under’ by BMC Australia 
for period rallying duties. However, each 
car was allocated a New South Wales 
registration upon delivery in Australia 
with LRX 828E being allocated EPX 813 
and LRX 829E being registered EPX 812 
respectively. Reciprocating the earlier 
Abingdon numbered car by having the 
later NSW sequence (and vice-versa). 
Although early in their Australian career 
the cars were known to carry both 
identities at the same time. 

Although Rauno was happy to oblige 
my request, it’s just that he wasn’t 
able to at that point in time as he had 
other commitments to fulfil, such as 
being interviewed on stage by Southern 
Cross Festival PR representative, Peter 
Bowditch during the afternoon. This 
lasted for around 20 minutes with Peter 
and Rauno essentially using that time to 
discuss road safety issues in front of those 
of us who had gathered to listen, rather 
than Rauno’s very long career. 

As Saturday evening arrived at 
Motorclassica patience was the answer, 
the crowds thinned and after Rauno 
finally had time to have something to 
eat, there was a chance to get him 
down amongst the 4 Cooper Ss present 
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New Facebook bestie… Rauno receives a warm welcome from the young 
MINI representative

Rauno about to be interviewed by Peter Bowditch on the Motorclassica stage

The 4 car classic Cooper S display



with, of course, two being the Ex-Works 
cars. As we walked to those cars we 
had to go past a trade stand with a 
SAAB on display. Rauno announcing to 
me that he had rolled 12 of them! Soon 
afterwards we were with the Cooper 
S display. Just across the walkway from 
where the 2016 JCW Cooper S in 
1966 Bathurst-winner ‘13C’ style livery 
was displayed on the MINI stand, and 
it was there I thought it was a good 
place to stop for a few minutes and 
take some photos of Rauno. Little did I 
know Rauno would let his perfectionist 
side, and his film director ways involve 
about 30 minutes of his time! He was 
in his element with photographic 
suggestions. This also included the 
MINI JCW, which ironically brought 
us into conversation with the young 
ladies representing MINI. Their stand 
showing classic Bathurst footage and 
the aforementioned Bathurst liveried 
JCW and here I was introducing them 
to one of the men it was all relevant 
to. To say that they were surprised 
they had a celebrity in their midst and 
they didn’t even know it, is a slight 
understatement. Of course it was a 
generational thing, they were young and 
doing their job. To put it into context 
I suggested they take their photo with 
Rauno and the JCW for Facebook and 
to stir up their fellow MINI co-workers. 
So that’s what happened, Rauno didn’t 
mind, even though he had no official 
MINI connection during this visit. As 
mentioned earlier, a true professional.

It was a fantastic opportunity for Mini 
enthusiasts to meet him. I should also 
mention the Rauno’s 1966 and 1991 
Bathurst co-driver also spent some time 
at Motorclassica, although Bob Holden 
had already left on the Saturday before 
we arrived. A pity to have missed the 
two great men together, but I must thank 
Rauno for making 2016 Motorclassica 
something special for the Mini enthusiasts 
who attended. 

More Motorclassica photos / info here 
http://forums.autosport.com/topic/204233-
motorclassica-exhibition-building-
melbourne/ 

Stephen Dalton

On a related tangent, I have a vague 
recollection that there were special 
booklets published on Rauno and 
Timo Makinen in their native Finland. 
However, I don’t have them. What 
chance a specific tome could be 
written by Stuart Turner and/or Bill 
Price covering the Flying Finns? Yes, I 
know collectively their books already 
deal with the Rauno and Timo subject 
material over many pages, but I’m 
thinking something akin to the Paddy 
Hopkirk or Pat Moss books. I’m happy 
to dig out period Australian related 
information (where possible and so it’s 
not overlooked) if the project is feasible. 
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Rauno with the ex John Lord Group C Touring Cars, Cooper S Mk2. This car 
raced at Bathurst, Hardie Ferodo 1000 in 1975

A ripper shot of Rauno at the Ex Works cars, snapped by my good mate, 
Darrell Josephs

Another from Darrell, while Rauno focussed on my camera
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www.leacyclassics.com

FOR A FRIENDLY WELCOME AND GREAT ADVICE, WHY NOT VISIT OUR SHOP?
Aston Lane, Birmingham, B20 3BW

DELIVERY: UK wide delivery available: 
For remote areas, offshore islands and 
international destinations please call.

Tel: 0121 356 3003 · E-mail: info@min-its.com · www.leacyclassics.com

Thousands of parts for YOUR car
WIPERS

Part Description  Price 

GXE7708 WIPER MOTOR 14W MINI 67-94/MGB 67-80/S&M 68-79  £45.00 

520160A WIPER PARK SWITCH 14W MGB 67-80/MID 74-79/MINI 70>  £12.30 

37H7200 WHEELBOX WIPER MINI 71> END /SCIMITAR/HERALD  £17.10 

2A9129 WIPER SWITCH 57SA MINI MKI/II/MOGGI  £10.14 

GWB219ss WIPER BLADE  S/S 10IN  £6.90 

13H6343 WIPER SWITCH MKII MINI 74-76 1SPEED  £10.02 

BAU5346 WIPER SWITCH MINI 89-92/COOPER 91>  £42.90 

FUEL & CARBS

AUF214Z S&M FUEL PUMP 63-74  £51.30 

AZX1818 MINI FUEL PUMP 69-91  £35.82 

XNB10007 MINI DUEL SENDER 58-96 CARB MODEL  £15.60 

XNB100380 MINI INJ FUEL SENDER 96>  £27.30 

AAU8340 MINI FUEL SENDER TANK MINI VAN/ESTATE/PICKUP  £24.30 

14A7057 MINI FUEL NECK GROMMET 58-97  £3.90 

ENGINE & MOUNTS

MRC1275 ALI ROCKER COVER S&M 58-74/MINI 58>  £22.62 

GLP138 OIL PUMP SLOT TYPE MINI A+1300  £18.36 

12G2134 Y PIECE CONNECTION MINI 74-91/MGB 70-80/S&M 68-74  £2.70 

12G1053 ALTERNATOR BRACKET USED TO CONVERT DYNAMO/ALT FIX  £6.90 

ARA221 OIL COOLER 13 ROW  £40.50 

22A1018 MINI ENGINE MOUNT LH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £10.98 

AUC4587 DAMPER SPRING (BLUE) S&M 67-74/MINI  £3.30 

22A917 MINI ENGINE MOUNT RH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £21.00 

PANELS

CZH455 MINI MKII BONNET 70-96  £174.00 

BMD36001 MINI BOOT LID 90>  £198.00 

BMP343 MINI MKIV COMPLETE BODYSHELL 76-89 (TO ORDER ONLY)  £6,858.00 

HMP441016 MINI BOOT FLOOR & BATTERY BOX 59> ALL MODELS  £225.60 

HMP441001 MINI SURROUND SCREEN REPAIR  £135.90 

HMP441019 MINI LOWER REAR PANEL REPAIR 67>  £206.76 

14A5503 MINI ROOF PANEL ALL MODELS  £366.00 

STEERING

BHM7113 MINI RACK KIT GAITER  58> END  £4.34 

GSV1105 RIGHT HAND RACK GAITER S&M 72-79  £5.70 

GSR371 STEERING RACK MINI RHD MK2/3  £90.90 

FAM3968MOULTON MINI MOULTON SPRING CONE  £46.50 

GSA71541 MINI FRONT SHOCK ABSORBERS  £17.10 

GSA71542 MINI REAR SHOCK ABSORBERS  £13.20 

MWS43FLPB STEEERING WHEEL HIDE 14" POLISHED CENTRE  £54.90 

BADGES

Part Description  Price 

DAH100950MMM MINI COOPER BOOTLID BADGE MINI 2000>  £14.10 

DAH100920MMM MINI COOPER SPORT BADGE  £12.30 

24A23 BADGE -MINI COOPER MKI AUSTIN  £7.56 

14A6802 BADGE-AUSTIN MINI MKI  £7.92 

725525 HOUSE BADGE  £5.10 

UJB001 BADGE-UNION JACK  £6.90 

DAH100630MMM BADGE-MINI PAUL SMITH DESIGN  £16.50 

LAMPS

13H222 MINI LH REAR LAMP 58-67  £46.50 

13H223 MINI RH REAR LAMP 58-67  £46.50 

ADU3017 SIDE LAMP/FLASHER LH CLUBMAN £74.10

AFU3389 FLASHER LAMP AMBER  £6.06 

CHM13 FLASHER LAMP AMBER  £9.30 

EAM1650 INTERIOR LAMP MINI76 >  £7.50 

127916 CHROME NUMBER PLATE LAMP  £30.90 

ELECTRICS

5L1137 ENGINE EARTH CABLE MINI 76>  £6.90 

AJM1112 RADIO AERIAL  £21.24 

BHM7107 MINI STEERING LOCK ASS  £71.70 

C34770A MINI NEGATIVE VOLTAGE STABILISER  £10.68 

13H4459 GAUGE-OIL PRESSURE MINI  £45.30 

13H4459W GAUGE-OIL PRESSURE (WHITE)  £45.30 

GAE128X GAUGE-TIME CLOCK SMITHS 52MM  £58.50 

SEALS

13H6010 MINI LAMP GASKET - NO PLATE MINI 58-96  £4.50 

PAM1014 MINI RH DOOR MOULDING MK3 >  £16.80 

PAM1015 MINI LH DOOR MOULDING MK3 >  £16.80 

13H2934 FLY WHEEL OIL SEAL  £2.34 

JRC2674 REAR GLAZING SEAL  £11.24 

JRC2671 FRONT GLAZING SEAL 67-96  £12.18 

CCB100130 FRONT GLAZING SEAL 96>  £18.90 

SWITCHES

21A2658 MINI RH INDICATOR SWITCH 76-84  £35.94 

21A2660 MINI LH INDICATOR SWITCH 84-89  £38.40 

13H7778 INDICATOR SWITCH AUS 11/1300 67-71/MINI MK2  £42.90 

13H7779 INDIACTOR SWITCH RIGHT HAND DRIVE MK3 MINI 70-76  £42.90 

2A6215 INDIACATOR SWITCH MINI MKI 59-69  £51.32 

13H6342 LIGHT SWITCH MINI 74-76 MKII  £9.90 

YUF101000 HAZARD SWITCH  76>  £14.40 



HSCC FINALS SILVERSTONE - 16th October 2016
By David Young

COMPETITION

Probably the last outing for Historics in 2016 was at the Silverstone 
National Circuit, which is just so much better for Minis when it 

comes to racing as they can achieve quick laps around the 1 minute 10 
seconds at this circuit. You can also get a great view of the racing action 
at Maggotts and Luffield.

First out on Sunday morning were the Historic Touring cars at 
9.00am and qualifying for the first of two races in the ByBox 
Historic Touring Cars Championship. Somebody released the cars 

from the paddock just before 9.00am so all the marshals were 
caught unaware, unsurprisingly the red flag was waved and all the 
cars returned to the start line. 31 cars were entered for the race, 
ranging from a Ford Falcon with a 4.7 litre engine, down to a 998cc 
Imp as well as a surprisingly good turnout of eight Minis in total - it 
was going to be fun out there. 

Because of the torrential rain qualifying was a bit of a drifting 
contest. Lots of spinning cars, misting up windscreens and 
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Nick Paddy window open to let the mist out

Mathew Jeffery in a controlled slide into Maggotts



Jon Milicevic around Luffield

Barry Sime leading Jon Milicevic on the last lap

Barry Sime ByBox Class Champion

COMPETITION

misfires. Charlie Birkett in his green 
Cooper S managed pole position with Jon 
Milicevic in his Cooper S alongside. Mike 
Gardiner in his mighty Falcon could only 
manage third position – a case of too much 
power in the torrential rain.

The torrential rain and standing water 
played havoc with the time table with the 
first race being postponed to 12.45 and 
all races were shortened in duration. As 
racing started the sun came out and very 
quickly dried the circuit.  All to the benefit 
of Mark Jones in his Lotus Cortina winning 
by 2 seconds from Jon Milicevic in his 
Cooper S.

A very exciting race with the Minis in 
strong contention in the earlier damp 
conditions slowly giving way to the more 
powerful rear wheel drive cars as the 
circuit dried. Lots of changing places and 
lots of class battles with the Minis all 
slugging it out with each other. One false 
move inevitably lets more cars through 
and then you play catch up. A great race to 
watch along with what was a large crowd 
of the Silverstone faithful.

A quick turnaround had the second race 
starting at 3.30pm. A bright and very low 
sun limited visibility for some, including me!  
Another superb race with loads of overtaking 
and off road excursions. Mike Gardiner in 
his mighty Falcon managed to take the win 
followed by a Mustang, 6 Lotus Cortinas and 
Ford Anglia. Barry Sime in 10th place was 
the first Mini home and he drove a brilliant 
race following Jon Milicevic for most of it, 
but finally reeling him in for the class and 
championship win.

David Young
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MINI CHALLENGE 2016 SNETTERTON 300 29th- 30th  October
By David Young

COMPETITION

The Final rounds of the UK MINI CHALLENGE

A bit late in the year to be deciding championships, 
but to pack in so many rounds and festivals in 

British Summer time was never going to be easy. We 
have provisionally got the same dates in 2017.

Saturday morning and an early mist gave way to a 
very pleasant and sunny morning and by lunch time it 
was decidedly warm.

Cooper, Cooper S and Open 180:

The Cooper Class Championship had already been 
decided in favour of the all-conquering Max Bladon 
at Cadwell Park on the 3rd September. Max was also 
celebrating a win in the Sunoco 200 Challenge and a 
seat in the 200-mile endurance race in a Chevrolet 
Camaro in the USA. A few more horses than a MINI 
Cooper! Qualifying had Max on pole followed by Sam 
Weller and Martin Poole. The track was a bit damp 
and some of the cars had trouble getting their tyres 
to stick to the track. In the Cooper S class, Scott 
Jeffs stormed away with pole from Carlito Miracco in 
their respective R56s. To be fair, Carlito was driving 
his socks off but lack of boost was his downfall. The 
Open 180 class had Keith Issatt, Aaron Reeve and 
Richard Mills. A nice full grid with 28 cars making the 
start of the opening race. 

When the lights went green Carlito stormed off and 
had built a very comfortable lead until his Turbo said 
enough and Scott Jeffs reeled him in followed by Tim 
Porter and Rob Austin. Scott took the chequered flag 
by 4 seconds from Tim with Rob Austin completing 
the podium. 

The Open 180 class was won by Jonathan Davis 
who was also 4th overall after a very impressive 
drive. Max Bladon added yet another win to his 
record year in the Cooper Class followed by Martin 
Poole and Henry Neal. All over in 9 laps of the 300 
circuit. Martin was in with a shout after Sam Wheeler 
and Josh Gollin had a little tangle but with Max on 
form and his Excelr8 Cooper, still spotless, he was 
untouchable. Further down the order Will Neal had a 
great battle with Nathan Gollin - Nathan showing that 
you can drive a Cooper on just 2 wheels. Will was 
having none of it and just kept his foot in and held 
onto the place.

Sunday morning and the fog came down and it 
stayed down. Racing was supposed to start at 
9.00am. The cars had all formed up on the Grid at 
12.30, so at least the paying public could see the 
cars with an impromptu grid walk. The race was 
finally started behind the safety car at 1.30pm with 
2 laps and yellows waving and no overtaking. Once 
racing got underway it was like a big snake gently 
touring Snetterton. Parts of the circuit were covered 
in thick fog and no one was going to chance an off 
on the slippery track. Rob Austin decided to play 
safe and pulled into the pits. Carlito had no boost 
again! After 6 laps the cars were called in with Max 
Bladon taking yet another victory in the Cooper 
Class, Scott Jeffs winning the Cooper S class from 
Scot Adam and Tim Porter. The Open 180 class was 
won by Jonathan Davis with Keith Issatt in 2nd and 
securing the Class Championship.
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Tim Porter and Rob Austin in the first Cooper Race

Marco Haig and James Goodall dancing!

Martin Poole, William Neal, Brad Hutchinson and Sam Weller 



COMPETITION

JCWs

This was the highlight of the weekend. 3 races and 3 potential 
championship winners. David Grady, Nathan Harrison and Charlie 
Butler-Henderson. 50 points for a win and points for leading and points 
for fastest lap it was game on.

Qualifying had the very experienced Luke Caudle set the fastest 
time, from Championship contender David Grady, followed by 
Brett Smith and Nathan Harrison. Charlie was down in 7th. With a 
nice new car to set up and race, this was always going to be a big 
ask but if anyone can Charlie can. David Grady set a very quick time 
in qualifying on only his 3rd lap! The rest of the contenders had to 
contend with 26 JCW all weaving about trying to get heat into the 
rear tyres and get a lap without too much traffic. Just over 1 second 
separated the top 10 cars.

The first race started at 4.00pm with a very low sun hiding behind 
the clouds. Luke Caudle stormed away when the lights went and had 
David Grady tuck in behind him; these 2 cars pulled a comfortable 
lead from the following pack. Luke made a very unusual error and 
out braked himself after adjusting the brake bias. This gave David 
Grady the lead he needed and wanted, Luke Reade was having 
the race of his life and was now in 2nd just in front of Brett Smith 
and Nathan Harrison. A lot of great racing. Unfortunately for Luke 
he used too much of the track and was given a 5 second penalty, 
dropping him down from 2nd to 13th place. Nathan Harrison was 
having a great battle with Charlie Butler-Henderson, nearly boiling 
over to the podium! 

That was how they finished. Everything set up for the nail biting 2 
races on Sunday……

Fog, fog and more fog.  David Grady was the only one who may have 
been remotely happy about the weather.

The first race of the day was officially called off. The second race 
started behind the safety car at 3.00pm. They did 3 laps, the green 
flag was waved and off they went. David Grady, followed by Nathan 
Harrison and Charlie Butler-Henderson. One flying lap and the Safety 
car came out again, this time it stayed out and the race was halted after 
a single completive lap.

Clearly, this was not what anyone wanted and it was a cruel way to 
decide a Championship that was balanced on a knife edge. David Brady 
was a worthy winner but tough luck on both Nathan and Charlie. It 
was just not to be for them!

David Young
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Charlie Butler-Henderson in Qualifying

Charlie Butler-Henderson taking the flag

Charlie Butler-Henderson, Brett Smith and Jono Brown David Grady and his Championship Trophy
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Minis to Monte and this register

Once again, our Minis to Monte 
event was a great success and it saw 
a good few cars on this register out 
on the event. Tony Salter was out in 
his lovely and very standard looking 
Mini Cooper 939 ACE. His engine, 
reportedly bored out to 1050cc and 
just a little bit special inside, was seen 
to be driven with great enthusiasm 
by Tony, and also to a slightly lesser 
degree, by Paul Holloway who was on 
the maps. Shod with skinny 3½ J rims 
with Falken road tyres, it did steam 
along remarkably quickly and other 

than a broken seat mounting, it didn’t miss a beat.

Simon and Eve Joslin were out in their wonderful AJB 4B Works replica 
that they recently acquired from Robin Claydon. Simon and Eve, just 
returning from holiday the day before, were not as prepared as they 
might have been and with little experience of these events, it was a 
baptism of fire – especially for Eve who was seen to be donning a crash 

helmet on a couple of occasions! Simon had little trouble with the car, 
other than a leaking fuel pump early on which stank the car out and 
made them feel quite ill until a remedy could be affected. After that, 
all was well and it was great to see the car being used. However, I still 
think the 3.44 diff fitted to the car was too long for climbing the Cols.

My BJB 77B had its first real test and it too performed very well, 
although I’d be the first to admit that the little 1 litre engine, even 
with a 3.93 diff, did struggle up the steep hills - meaning first gear was 
needed for nearly all of the many up-hill hairpin bends encountered 
on the run. Mind you, it still went through a set of front tyres, as the 
Dunlop R7s did offer very good grip but sadly not a very good wear 
rate. Other than the car running too cold (it was a mistake not to run 
a thermostat) and a change of plugs to something warmer, oh and a 
seat diaphragm strap let go at an inopportune moment round a sharp 
bend, everything else was trouble free. We won’t mention the fuel 
leak from the fuel pump on the way home. Fortunately, being on the 
subframe, it caused no real problems and a slight tighten of a screw 
cured the problem in a few minutes.

Mike and Barbara Mark brought out their evergreen EPB 970C, the 
car once used by Chris Coburn. This remarkable car also ran trouble 
free, as it always seems to do. A swap of their Dunlop R7s from 
front to back was a wise move and something that I wish that I had 
done. Other than a persistent noise from the rear brakes, the car 
was always being driven well by both Mike and Barbara – Barbara on 
several occasions showing both Tony Salter and me a clean pair of 
heals as she descended some of the Cols with great gusto.

Simon Drew with Lynne Reekie took along his superb Special Tuning 
1275GT, SOH 956H. This car, once owned by Ade Wildsmith, 
sounded lovely with its Weber carbs and despite being reluctant 
to start at the Ashford start, necessitating a swap of HT leads, also 
ran with little trouble. Simon was, I think, driving just that little bit 
more carefully than he usually does – perhaps in consideration to his 
passenger's wishes I guess. Nevertheless, the car was still wonderful 
to see and hear around the hills.

Ben and Patricia Webb were out in their freshly restored (by Simon 
Drew) ex Garry Corpe, ex Peter Barker car DKG 2C. This car, 
looking every bit a Works group 6 car was a delight to see and hear 
being driven hard in the mountains. I’ve no doubt Patricia will be 
loading footage from their GoPro on the Mini Works Facebook page 
before not too long so that you can see just how well this car went 
with both of them behind the wheel. 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Tony Salter's 939 ACE waiting to be fuelled after leaving Troyes 
with Simon Drew's Special Tuning 1275 GT in the foreground

Mike and Barbara's team Coburn car and my BJB 77B at the 
top of the Col outside Annecy, which most missed because of a 
route diversion

Simon Joslin's lovely AJB 44B replica at the coffee stop and 
famous bar at Antraigues



Mini Cooper Register | 41

REGISTERS

REGISTERS

Mini Cooper Register | 41

David Brazell and Jo Riding had their Mk3 Works replica, OUG 552F 
straightened and repaired after their coming together with a substantial 
rock in Ireland last year and it was really good to see the car out and 
about again when many thought it beyond repair. David and his team 
have done a fine job, especially as the car was still a bare shell less than 
ten days before the start. David, as usual was driving the car with great 
skill and some considerable speed – so much so, that he nearly ran into 
the back of three of us stationary at a roadworks set of traffic lights up in 
the mountains. Luckily, he was able to slew straight past us and stop just 
in time before collecting a road-roller head on! David tells me he is now 
looking to buy a Mk1 and so this very nice Mk3 may soon be up for sale.

Simon Wheatcroft bought along the car he bought at auction recently, 
which was in fact the last shell that EBL 56C sat in when Guy Smith 
owned the car - this before Guy restored the car into a proper Mk1 
shell. Simon, through the DVLA, bought the registration EBL 56H to 
put on the car and it looked every bit the same as when Guy owned 
the car. Simon, with Rasmus Hoyer, drove the car very hard, as he 
always does and did manage to rip off the exhaust but other than that, 
and wearing out a set of tyres, had an uneventful run.

David Dyson, with his brother Andrew, brought out his stunning Works 
replica YMO 881K. This car is simply superb and David has gone to 
considerable lengths to get the car spot on – and this he has achieved. 
He was also driving the car very well and reported no problems with it. 

Finally, we come to the only casualty of the event which befell 
Georgia Wincott and Lee Robinson in their Works Rover look-a-like 
L33 EJE. The car, complete with a full set of decals, mimicking the 
1994 Paddy Hopkirk car was, in fact, a very standard Rover Sports 
Pack car but did look rather special. A failed water pump was soon 
changed for them by David Brazell, with the help of Paul Wilson after 
the first day. But the car was soon to fail with a broken gearbox, 

which meant the car was taken home on a trailer and they continued 
in a hire car – such is the spirit of these events.

All in all, it was a brilliant week, which no doubt you will read more of 
in this issue. In closing, it was wonderful to see Paul Easter running as 
car 0 at the head of the field as opening course car with his son William 
behind the wheel. Paul was in his element and commented that he was 
so pleased to be driving over Monte stages that he thought that he’d 
never see again. It was Paul, an honour that you were able to join us.

Robert Young

Ben refilling DKG 2C outside Troyes

Simon Wheatcroft's car at the signing on at Lenham

David Dyson and his brother at the top of the Col du Granier

David Brazell's Mk 3 Cooper S sandwiched between Lee 
Robinson's L33 EJE and Simon Joslin's AJB 4B at the overnight 
stop at Valence

Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

The phenomena of the barn find 
frenzy shows little sign of abating if 
recent cars are anything to go by as 
Mk 1 Ss have been popping up with 
surprising regularity, presumably as 
people decide to cash in while the 
market is still buoyant.

An original, if very sorry looking mid 
1966 1275 S, was the first to emerge. 
BRK 221D had been off the road since 
1980 when it only required new tyres, 
tax and insurance. Originally Almond 
green/OEW, it had, at some point, been 

repainted in a popular 1970s colour 
combination of orange/black before 

becoming all black. It had also acquired another popular 1970s feature 

Simon Wheatcroft
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in the form of the plastic dashboard. BRK had stayed dry stored until 
2002 at which time it was left outside under tarpaulin type cover. The 
intervening years had not been so kind and it was looking pretty sorry 
for itself but, even so, it was bid to £12,600 and the way things are 
these days was probably not over priced at that.

Next to emerge was a late 1963 1071 S, which was also Almond 
green/OEW. 422 JUE was originally sold to its first owner by the 
Donald Healey Car Sales of Warwick. Parked up since the early 
1990s, this car attracted much attention and comment and sold for 
£31,800. I’m pleased to say that the new owner has been in touch.

It’ll take more than a good wash down and T Cut to get BRK 
221D back on the road after its 35 year rest

Few Cooper Ss have the once popular 1970s plastic dashboard 
these days

422 JUE as it appeared on ebay recently. The small yellow sticker 
in the windscreen is a Swiss motorway vignette from 1993; the 
last year JUE was on the road

Incidentally, despite their Austin Healey links to BMC, Healey were 
actually an Austin dealership and sold the range of Austin vehicles although 
their Warwick premises prominently displayed a sign as the ‘International 
Sports Car Centre’. Healy’s had an early OEW/black Austin 1071 S that 
they kept for some time that was originally registered 1 HAC.

I suppose the ultimate find for many would be a low mileage Mk 1 S 
in original condition and just such a vehicle appeared for sale in the 
USA recently. In this case it was an unrestored 1964 built but 1965 
registered 1275cc Austin Cooper S with just over 33,000 miles on 
the clock. As one would hope, this had all the right bits in all the right 
places. About the only items that appeared to have been changed 
were the exhaust and the brake and clutch master cylinders, and the 
latter were only done recently to get the car mobile again.

The really pleasant surprise was the number of pictures showing the 
car in detail; if you are restoring a car at the moment you couldn’t get 
a much better reference vehicle than this. This car changed hands in 
October for US $43,000.

Finally, well done to all those who pedalled their Mk1 Ss on this 
year’s Minis to Monte run. Eight cars started the event and eight 
finished and I don’t think any of them suffered a serious problem. 
Two cars that it was nice to see in particular were Nev Smyth’s 
recently restored 970/1275 S – this car came back from the USA a 
few years ago. This is one of a number of cars with a 970 S chassis 
number that were fitted, probably in error, with a 1275 engine. The 
other was Per De Blanck’s 1966 1275 S which was originally a left 

The stuff that dreams are made of – for some of us – a virtually 
untouched 33,000 miles Cooper S

 I know it looks a bit untidy and not in pristine condition, but 
compare this to the majority of restored cars and suddenly you 
can see how much is wrong with them. How often do you see a 
restored Cooper or S with the correct under bonnet insulation in 
place? And look, no Tudor logo/sticker on the washer bottle!
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Not so much to see here but nice to see the original if tatty twist 
pile carpet still in situ – note the sewn in section where an 848 
‘magic wand’ gear lever would be

You rarely see a restored car with the insulation on the boot 
floor. And you can just see evidence of the under rear parcel shelf 
soundproofing hanging down on the left. That could well be an 
original tyre on the spare wheel, it is certainly a Dunlop!

Nev Smyth’s 970/1275 was exported to Baltimore when new

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Minis to Monte 2016

We have just returned from this very well 
organised event albeit not having taken 
part in a Mk1 Cooper, but a 1964 Cooper 
S which is our usual hack for this sort of 
MCR event. However, this year saw just 
one Mk1 Cooper taking part in the run, 
that car belonging to Tony Salter and being 
co-driven by another Mk1 Cooper owner 
Paul Holloway. Tony’s car, registered 
939 ACE, is quite an early Austin 997 
Cooper built towards the end of October 
1961which is finished in Old English white 
with a black roof and a red and grey gold 
brocade interior. Tony has now owned 

‘ACE’ for some time and does believe in using his car whether it be for 
competition or road runs such as the ‘Minis to’ events. Last year Tony took 
his car on the Minis to Ireland run but this year’s ‘Monte’ was its second 
trip out on this event. Those who have witnessed Tony driving ‘ACE’ will 
know it to be quite quick as well as it being driven in a rather ‘spirited’ 
fashion by Tony. One of the questions which Tony is normally asked about 

ACE parked up on the Turini

hand drive car, but now has the steering wheel on the right side – in 
more ways than one!

That’s all this month.
 
Simon Wheatcroft

Per de Blanck’s 1275 S would have taken the award for ‘Most 
unwise camshaft choice’ had there been one. A full race cam isn’t 
ideal for use in the mountains with a 3.44 diff
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his car is “what engine has it got?” Well, Tony being an avid 997 Cooper 
fan, still has a 997engine fitted in the car although now bored out to almost 
1100cc and fitted with twin SU H4 carburettors. The engine specification 
without giving too much away, is very similar to that of the Downton built 
‘Mini – Ton Bomb’ Austin Cooper 860 MW. An article printed in Autocar, 
December 1961, raved about the car’s performance as it was capable of 
going over 100mph and at rest to 60mph achieved in 9.6 seconds. Being a 
revelation in its day, these days however, people tend to forget the effort 
tuning companies went to in order to improve on the then ‘new’ Mini 
Cooper and rather tend to focus mainly on what could be done to Cooper 
S versions in order to improve performance of these cars.

ACE performed very well this year in France and I was particularly 
impressed with its performance climbing the Cols. When following the 
car, little or no ‘blue smoke’ was detected coming from it - something 
that 997 engines seem to like doing from time to time. Equally as 
impressive was the speed on the descents, particularly as ACE is still 
fitted with 7inch discs and tiny brake pads. However, I would be lying if I 
talked about the absence of a certain cooked brake smell, but alas, they 
kept on working. On a ‘tried and tested’ note, those looking for a good 
performing 145 x 10 inch tyre, should consider buying  those made by 
Falken as they performed very well on ACE, both for grip and wear. 

No real problems with the car were encountered by Tony on the 
event, with the exception of a detached driver’s seat half way through 
a day as well as a seemingly reluctance to ‘start’ on some days, 
resulting in it getting a shove by several members around the hotel 
car parks to get the car going!

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

ACE undergoing seat repairs

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

It's an often quoted statistic that of the 
6,329 Mk11 Mini Cooper Ss produced 
by BMC just 23% were destined for the 
home market (1,479 cars) whilst the bulk 
of production - 77% (4,850 cars) were 
exported far and wide across the globe. 
That makes a home market Mk11 S a 
pretty rare car right from the start. The flip 
side is maybe there is quite a pool of cars 
still left outside the UK? With that thought 
in mind I was pleased to receive an email 
from Andreas Tsadiotis from Cyprus.

Andreas’ original query was regarding the 
Heritage Certificate he had been issued 
by the British Motor Museum (BMM) Nick Hunter

(formerly British Motor Industry Heritage Trust) at Gaydon. He was 
concerned that the engine number as stamped on the engine plate (and 
interestingly stamped into the casting underneath) has one incorrect digit. 
The certificate showed a 3 for the final digit in the number whilst the 
engine plate clearly shows a 5. Correspondence with BMM reassured 
Andreas that this was not an uncommon error, particularly as the records 

As found, Andreas Tsadiotis’ Mk11 Cooper S

Lots of work ahead for Andreas but a very original car

Typical early 1970s period mods to the interior

Underbonnet as found, note original front panel with body 
number just visible on slam panel
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are hand written and numbers such as 3 and 5 are easily transposed. 
BMM were also at pains to point out that the Heritage Certificate is 
simply a certified copy of the factory record and therefore has to show 
exactly what is recorded and cannot be amended even if it is clear and 
evident the factory record is wrong.

Whilst disappointed about the engine number error in the records, close 
scrutiny of the car from photos shows that it's a real find and Andreas 
agreed to allow me to share its detail and background with you. Finished 
in Tartan red and black and a Morris, it was built on October 2nd 1968 
and would appear to be a car with a very early 4 synchromesh gearbox.  
The Heritage Certificate clearly denotes the car is a left hand drive 
export model but it is interesting that both the certificate and the chassis 
plate do not carry the usual 'L' at the end of the K-A2S6 suffix. I was 
always under the impression that this was always used on left hand drive 
cars. The certificate shows the car was despatched on October 28th to 
the Automotive and General Equipment Company, Beirut, Lebanon.

Andreas bought the car via a classified advert in Cyprus nearly two 
years ago. The advert was vague and placed by the daughter of the 
original owner who described it just as a Mini. On viewing the car and 
meeting the original owner, now in his 70s, it was clear that this was in 
fact an 'S'. The car was embedded in the owner’s garage under years 
of accumulated household material and difficult to initially assess, but 
clearing the garage it became clear that this was a rare find. In 1990 the 
owner, who had been a commercial airline pilot with Lebanese airlines, 
had emigrated to Cyprus from Lebanon bringing the 'S' with him. He'd 
used the car a little in Cyprus but then stored it for the last 15 years in his 
garage, starting the engine occasionally. Probing deeper, Andreas was told 
the car had been bought new by him when he was 18 years old, originally 
he had gone to the Beirut dealership to buy a Jaguar but on hearing there 
was a 6 month waiting list he got tempted by the Mini, and a test drive 
confirmed this was the car to buy.

After some delicate negotiations, the owner being naturally reluctant 
to sell a car he had owned for 45 years, Andreas managed to negotiate 
a deal. Whilst the car needs a complete restoration, it has covered 
just 80,000 km (about 55,000 miles) and has never been previously 
restored save for a repaint. As you can see from the photos the car is 
highly original and a superb basis for a rebuild, add in the one owner 

What looks like the original boot floor under felt still present?

Rear end showing the clear effects of sun bleaching on the Tartan 
red paint

provenance and this will be a very special car once sympathetically 
restored. Under the bonnet the detail is good, with everything looking 
correct except for the missing air box, even down to the original plug 
leads and caps. The interior looks in great shape too with virtually 
unworn seats and the boot area very correct with evidence of the 
original soundproofing. I must admit to really liking the way the car looks 
pre restoration, it's a great reference point to how cars were modified 
back in the 1970s. I've managed to identify what look like 5x10 Gemini 
wheels, a Rokee dash possibly and Hella spot lamps. I'm not sure of the 
maker of the mirrors but all together they add up to a great period look.

Andreas would like to acknowledge the help and advice given by his 
good friend Yiorgos Koutsides, honorary president of the Paphos Classic 
Vehicle club, whilst buying the Mini. The plan is for restoration to start 
shortly but with few Mini specialists in Cyprus he may even contemplate 
shipping the car back to the UK for the restoration work. Whichever 
path he chooses I'm sure given his enthusiasm for the car it will turn out 
superbly. Thanks for registering your car Andreas and joining the MCR, 
and please keep us up to date with progress. If there are any other 
export cars being restored by register members, please get in touch, I'm 
hoping there are still quite a few of those 4,850 export cars still around.

As the year draws to a close I'd just like to thank everyone who has 
contributed to the Mk 11 S register this year, it's much appreciated, 
keep those contributions rolling in. That just leaves me to wish you all 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Cheers

Nick Hunter 

Cooper Mk 2 Register

The last time I heard from Jim Massie about the restoration of his 
car was way back in January. The work on his 1969 Cooper is still 
progressing, although slower than he would have liked, due to a 
number of issues over the last two years. However, he is now at the 
stage of putting the interior trim/headlining/carpets etc back in the 
car. You may recall that Jim’s car originally had a full length Webasto 
sunroof fitted but, as the restoration progressed he decided to fit a 
standard roof in its place. As you may have guessed, the headlining 
that came with the sunroof is not suitable any longer and so Jim is 
currently sorting out a standard headlining to replace it. 

Jim is actually considering rebuilding the two headlining frames 
which would certainly be a challenge and a job I don’t think I would 
recommend.  He would still then need to replace the headlining 
material itself too. The colour of the headlining when Jim bought the 
car was grey and, of course, he wants to replace it with the correct 
colour headlining material for a MKII Cooper.  

I have checked my parts manual (AKD 5105) and the only colour 
listed for the front and rear headlining frames is pale cream.  It 
lists the same colour for the rear quarters, rear screen surround 
and sun visors. The part numbers for the front and rear headlining 
frames are 14E 4141 and 14E 4284 respectively. These part 
numbers are also listed for the headlining frames for standard 
Minis too. So, a good condition headlining from any MKII Mini 
should do. It would certainly avoid the somewhat difficult job 
of trying to repair the original frames. Jim mentioned that while 
doing some research he came across a colour called ‘Crackle 
cream’. Most people I have asked seem to think it is for MKI 
Mini headlining.  I did check the listing on Newton Commercial’s 
website and it lists ‘Crackle cream’ for both MKI and MKII Minis. 
In an attempt to clear this up one way or another, I checked my 
MKI parts manual (AKD 3503) and the part numbers are different 
but the colour is again listed as pale cream. No mention of 
‘Crackle cream’ anywhere.  If anyone can help solve the puzzle I, 
and certainly Jim, would like to know.

I have received some good news from across the pond. David Collier 
has finally been able to date his MKII Cooper. You may recall that he 

Graham Robinson
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only had an engine number and was hoping Heritage would be able 
to find the associated chassis number for his car and thus provide a 
build date. He said he was coming to the UK later in the year and in 
September he spent a couple of days at the Heritage Museum archive 
room to try and sort it out with the archivist face to face rather than 
by email. The initial search could not find a MKII Cooper with engine 
number 35832. You may recall two previous searches by archive staff 
also proved negative. 

But he did find why the engine number had been so elusive; there 
was a typo in the entry. The engine number had been entered as 
35332 not 35832. In the records there were two Mini Coopers with 
the same engine number 35332 so obviously there was a ‘typo’. 
Car one has chassis number 1175694 and car two (David’s car) 
has chassis number 1163462 in Island blue/Snowberry white the 
same colour scheme as his car. There are other cars in the Heritage 
ledger with very similar engine numbers, an example being the next 
entry chassis number 1163463 with engine number 35833 – i.e. 
the next number to David’s car’s engine number. Heritage have 
concluded that it is very likely that the entry for chassis number 
1163462 did, indeed, have a ‘typo’ and the engine number  David’s 
car has is 35832.  

Heritage agreed to provide a Heritage certificate for chassis number 
1163462 but, unfortunately, they must use the engine number as it 
appears in the log (35332). At least the mystery of the missing engine 
number appears to have now been solved. However, the sting in 
the tail is that David’s original assumption that his car was an Austin 
Cooper based on the steering wheel badge has been dashed. Chassis 
number 1163462 has the prefix K-A2S6 making it a Morris! Now that 
Heritage have identified David’s car as a Morris, it might be harder to 
source the badges he needs for his car.

I mentioned a while back that 2017 sees the 50th anniversary of the 
MKII Cooper and Cooper ‘S’. Make sure you read Nick Hunter’s and 
my January reports for more information on the celebration of this 
significant milestone.

David Collier’s positive result is a good way to round off the year, 
and on which note, many thanks to all who have contributed to my 
reports throughout the year and which I could not have done them 
without your help.  

And finally, I would like to wish you all and your families a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Seasonal Coopering!!

Graham Robinson 

David Collier’s Morris Cooper with soon to be changed Austin 
bonnet badge

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

Following on from last month’s jottings, 
Ray Kershberg got in touch to fill in the 
early history of BVB 205H.

Ray recalls “It was bought brand new 
from John Britten Garages in Arkley 
near Barnet in Bronze yellow and 
delivered to Wood & Pickett in Park 
Royal (I was in the passenger seat).
The car had a complete respray in 
Rolls Royce blue with an orange coach 
stripe, moulded wheel arches and 
Minilite wheels with Goodyear Rally 
Special tyres. A Webasto sunroof was 

fitted and the standard windows where 
replaced with dark Sundym tints. A pair 

of Restall front seats were fitted and the rear seats trimmed in black. 
The mods that W&P undertook cost £700.

We collected the car and drove it directly to Downton (London) which 
was opposite the Olympia exhibition centre in Kensington. Downton 
(London) was owned and run by Mr Richard Miles an ex-employee of 
Downton; Wood & Pickett sent all their cars to be tuned there. The 
engine mods included boring to 1293cc, flat top pistons, 649 cam, 45 
DCOE Weber carb, Janspeed LCB, big valve full race head, straight cut 
close ratio gearbox and a lightweight flywheel. The only suspension 
work done was fitting a rear anti roll bar. Richard Miles also re-trimmed 
the dashboard and added some extra instruments.

Together with my best friend Paul who owned BVB, we picked the 
Mini up from Kensington. The original price of the car was approx 
£1,080 plus the W&P treatment plus the engine work.

I have spoken to the new owner and I told him to restore it to the 
Wood & Pickett edition as he had all the original bits including the 
engine, wheels and sunroof, but he didn't listen to me.”

Thank you to Ray for sharing that bit of background.

John Kent has been in touch about his factory black car, YKR 643J, 
that he purchased last year. John thought that the body was in pretty 
good order but knew the mechanicals really needed an overhaul. 
However, like Paul Layson whose car I mentioned in the October 
issue of CooperWorld, John discovered that all was not quite as 
sound as at first thought. At some point YKR had been fitted with 
one of the worst inventions/bodges ever to blight the Mini, the 
dreaded oversills. Removing these revealed an awful lot of hidden rot 
so a rather more comprehensive than originally planned restoration 
commenced. Over the years oversills must have been responsible 

Simon Wheatcroft

BVB 205H as advertised in Mini World around 2001
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for far more work than they initially saved, as they lacked vents or 
drain holes and so trapped moisture between the inner and outer sill 
leading to the need to replace both and, more often than not, some 
of the floor as well.

John is also searching for some Geranium trim. Geranium was probably 
the rarest Mk 3 S interior trim colour as it was found on only a few black 
or Glacier white cars and it was never that common on non S type Mini’s 
either. If by any chance you have any Geranium trim cluttering up your 
garage let me know and I’ll put you in touch with John.

By the time you read this an immense classic car auction, probably one of 
the biggest ever in Europe with some nine hundred and fifty lots taking 

YKR 643J’s freshly rebuilt gearbox

YKR now has new inner sills and repaired front floor 

place over three days will have happened in Italy. Rather surprisingly, 
lurking amongst all the exotica, there are so many Ferrari’s you cannot 
believe that all the lots have come from one source, is a Mk 3 Cooper S. 
Built in mid-November 1970 it is clearly originally a left hand drive car as 
it has the back to front engine bay wiring and wiper motor. It also has the 
interim and short lived layout of central ignition switch coupled with plastic 
rocker switches. Over the years it has acquired some arches and alloy 
wheels, Innocenti doors with quarterlights, a UK style Mk 2 bonnet badge 
and Mk 2 bootlid and badge but otherwise looks remarkably unspoilt.

Well done to the two Mk 3 Ss that completed the Minis to Monte run, 
I think the most serious problem they encountered was when David 
Dyson (who was afflicted by a tooth abscess) required a visit to a dentist!

And finally, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all Mk 3 S owners.

Simon Wheatcroft
Part of a large collection of classics soon the be auctioned off 
with no reserve

Engine bay showing the left hand drive wiring and wiper motor

The short lived ignition switch/rocker switch set up

David and Andy Dyson at the top of the Col du Corobin
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Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

For the August Bank holiday I was 
invited by Phil Plumb to attend his 
village’s country fair in Corsley, near 
Warminster, Wilts. This popular event 
was in its 98th year and included a 
collection of about sixty classic cars. 
Kay Drury from MiniWorld linked 
Phil to me as he wanted to display 
Minisprints, alongside another Neville 
Trickett creation, the Opus HRF (Hot 
Rod Ford), both developed in Corsley. 
The first Minisprint was produced in 
late 1965 and the Opus in 1966, so 
together they were celebrating 50 
years from inception.

The fair organisers were hoping for 
more Sprints, two Mk4 Minis were on display by their owners 
(who converted their own cars) and drove them down from 
Kettering and I displayed my Stewart and Ardern Minisprint GT, 
NGH 1D. Behind our cars were five Opus hotrods, including 
the original demo car, GWV 33D, which had been used in a 60s 
TV series. Phil and his helpers go to great lengths each year to 
install large marquees to house art, flowers, vegetables and local 
crafts for which prizes are awarded. I was very impressed by the 
high standard of the displays all of which were provided by the 
surrounding villages. The same detail was seen on display boards 
showing archive pictures and cuttings from the famous Corsley 
Garage run by Rob Walker where the Sprints and Opus were built. 
I was delighted to chat to Crispian Thomas whose late father, 
Geoff, linked up with Neville to develop both cars. Crispian, as a 
boy, remembered meeting lots of famous drivers and customers 

Steve Burkinshaw

at the garage including Stirling Moss who test drove the first 
Minisprint, registered VPR 470, now owned and restored by Ant 
Hines in L.A. On the display board there were old adverts of the 
cars and a copy of a letter from Stirling Moss giving his views on 
driving a Cooper 1275 S and it’s under steer characteristics on the 
track at Brands Hatch. He ended the letter by saying how much 
he liked the Minisprint and its improvement over the standard car 
and went on to buy one. I wonder where that little beauty is now. 

1968 Wood and Pickett converted Cooper S recently sold at 
auction for a bargain £20,000!

Home made Minisprint from Kettering

Another Minisprint also from Kettering

Minisprint line up

Cream and red leather interior always a good colour combination 
but note the ‘Blingy’ chromed heater!
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Chrispian Thomas making a surprise visit to the fair

The Original Neville Trickett Opus Hotrod car

MK2 Radford Cooper for sale

With the rise of classic car interest in recent years it’s not surprising 
more auction companies have appeared. Patrick Walker contacted 
me prior to the CCA auction in September where a 1968 Morris 
Mk2 Cooper S, ABW 197F, was being sold. I featured this car about 
eighteen months ago when it was displayed in the owner’s motor 
bike showroom. From the pictures and auctioneer’s report, this 
was a very well presented Mk2. Painted in metallic red with beige 
leather interior, luxury walnut custom dashboard and modified engine 
and suspension it sold for just over £20,000. As a standard ‘S’ in top 
condition it may have reached nearer to £30k, so this really was a 
great buy - just jump in and drive it away.

While on the subject of auctions, a 1968 Mk2 Cooper 998 Radford 
conversion has recently surfaced and is being sold privately through 
a well known on-line auction site. I recall talking to a previous 
owner about twelve years ago when it was advertised, I think, in the 
Exchange and Mart. At the time, the background to the car was that 
the Radford’s first owners were Lord and Lady Chreighton who had 
it painted silver with a black roof. A Webasto sun roof was fitted, and 
a green leather interior with a full-width dashboard in rosewood. 
Unusually, it still retained its sliding door glass and was not converted 

Classic and original Radford interior from 1968

My Minisprint and 2 Opus Hotrods outside the Corsley Garage 
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Innocenti Register

Further to last month’s report, I am still 
gathering together information from 
three different Innocenti Cooper Mk3 
owning members before including a 
report about the changes in this model 
throughout its production life.

Despite covering the subject of engine 
colours a while back, it’s probably 
worth mentioning this again, as we 
have new members who have joined 
since that topic was covered. In 
particular, the Cooper 1300 and 1300 
Export seem to be the most popular in 
terms of new owning members, so I’ll 
give a run down of the colours used on 
and around the engine bay.

Having looked at lots of original engines, factory photos and period 
road tests over the years, the engine and gearbox was built up and 
spray painted black as a complete unit. However, there does seem 
to be some debate regarding the type of black paint used. In some 
sales brochure photos the rocker cover looks gloss black and in 
others it seems almost a semi gloss black. When I say ‘semi gloss’ 
black, the finish seems slightly more gloss than a satin black finish, 
but not quite full gloss. Of course, the finished gloss or semi gloss 
effect could be down to whoever spray painted the units …how far 
the spray gun was from the engine unit…and the temperature or 
conditions when painted. 

Some period magazine road test photos show the rocker cover in 
a slightly satin black finish, but this could be down to the heat of 
the engine slightly dulling the paint in an almost ‘curing’ process. 
Because the engine was painted as a built up unit, the rocker cover 
and retaining bolts, cylinder head, thermostat housing, engine block, 
timing cover, oil filter housing, clutch housing, clutch operating lever 
and gearbox casing were all painted at the same time, and so the type 
of finish on the rocker cover is the same as the whole engine unit.

Foster Charlton

Period photo actually taken at the Innocenti factory

When I’ve scanned brochure and road test photos and then 
viewed them increased in size on my PC, upon close inspection it 
was interesting to see that out of the three retaining nuts holding 
down the thermostat housing, that only the one nearest the 
temperature sender unit in the cylinder head was painted black. 
The other two that attach to the upper radiator bracket are left 
zinc plated. When zooming in on homologation papers from 
1972 for the Cooper 1300, you can just about see the centres of 
all three thermostat retaining studs painted black, but only one 
retaining nut painted black and the two radiator bracket nuts in a 
plated finish. This tells us that the thermostat housing was fastened 
to the cylinder head with just one nut (nearest the temp sender) 
and the two upper radiator mounting studs did not have nuts fitted 
when painted. Various brackets including the alternator mounting 
bracket were added later as the bolts holding them in place were 
a plated finish.

In 1972 an Italian guy visited the Innocenti factory in Milan whilst 
on an engineering course when he was a young man. He was kind 
enough to share photos on an Innocenti Mini Facebook page that 
he had taken whilst at the factory. One particular photo shows 
an engine (non Cooper) being lifted into a front subframe on the 
production line. Judging by the finish on the rocker cover and 
other parts of the engine unit, it clearly looks gloss black. When 
restoring an Innocenti Mini Cooper 1300 or a Leyland Innocenti 
Mini Cooper 1300 Export, the choice of gloss black or semi gloss 
black paint is down to the restorer I guess, but this photo does 
show the painted engine unit in the most gloss black finish I’ve 
seen yet. 
         
Wishing all members a peaceful 2017.

That’s all for this month.     

Foster Charlton

Mini Super Register

Two previously unknown Supers to 
add to my register this month. One 
probably no longer with us, the other 
sadly 'Coopered'.

The first is an Almond green and white 
Austin, a late production car, registered 
October 1962. This little Super was 
last seen in Bromsgrove in 1989 and at 
the time being offered for sale. As one 
member of the Mini Super Facebook 
group commented that it’s now likely 
to have a 1071 S chassis plate affixed to 
it! It seemed complete, quite sound but 
scruffy. The late 1980s was not a good 
time for Supers. So many cars were 

stripped-down and used as donor cars for Cooper Ss. There were 
some good examples lost because then they had little value compared 
to the rapidly appreciating Cooper S. That said, one Super on my 
register had been sold as a Cooper S with matching log book but 
subsequently was re-united with its original documents a few years 
ago and re-instated as a Super!

Another car to appear recently is a very early red and black 
Austin Super offered for sale on ebay as a 1071 S. It was an 
exceptionally sound and original car but requiring a certain amount 
of restoration. Some of the few tell-tale signs which showed it to 
be a Super rather than a Cooper are that it has the plastic covered 
dash rails and very rare rear side-panels screwed in place rather 
than secured behind a metal lip. This feature was phased-out 
around late September 1961. Also, it had the Austin Seven badge 
holes in the boot lid. The car would otherwise easily pass as a 
Cooper S. Only seven red/black Supers were produced before 
October 1961, so a tragic loss.

Garry Dickens

to have electric windows. When I made enquiries about the car 
from the seller near Windsor, he explained it had been returned to 
its factory colours of Almond green and old English white roof.  The 
gearbox had just been overhauled, but the car required some detailed 
tidying up.

Move on twelve years and the car appears very smart from the pictures 
shown and not surprisingly the price has risen four-fold. Hopefully, its 
new owner will join our register and display his car at future events.

Steve Burkinshaw
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Paul Smith receiving his British Mini Club award

Paul's car as found

original condition. After checking my register for the car, I was 
able to confirm Paul's Super was one of the very last built being 
in the final batch produced. So Paul set about a programme for 
a meticulous restoration of the car. Recently, MiniWorld  did an 
indepth article on the car for their December issue where the 
Super appears in all its glory on the cover.  Better still, during 
October, at the British Mini Club's premier class final, Paul was 
placed as overall winner! A marvellous result and certainly well 
worth all the time, sweat, tears and money.

Another Super, owned by Rob McShane, also featured by me last 
year, was recently chosen as one of the best top-twenty cars at the 
Castle Combe Mini Meeting. It is another Super with a remarkable 

Paul's car restored

Rob McShane's Super in the lap of honour at Castle Combe

251 GOL as last seen in 1989

The superb Surf blue and white Super owned by Paul Smith, 
which I wrote an article about last year, has recently made some 
remarkable achievements. The car was purchased by Paul around 
five years ago as a wreck. He was not aware it was a Super as he 
did not know such a model existed. Original plans were to build 
a race car but after posting a few photos of the Mini on the Mk1 
Performance Conversions forum, he soon became aware of what 
it was and how important it would be to restore the car to its 
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but out there somewhere. It would be sad to think that the 
remainder have disappeared since the early 1990s. Perhaps they 
are just barn and garage finds still to be discovered. That’s enough 
statistics for now, but hopefully my observations will trigger some 
responses from our membership.

One subject that comes up in my mailbox on a fairly frequent basis 
is the question of defining precise break points in GT production, 
i.e. when key features changed. Tying down exact dates and 
chassis numbers for changes in the early Leyland days is a far from 
an exact science.

John Parnell, our Rover Cooper registrar, is seeking to find some 
information on the change point for the GT moving from the 
remote change gearbox to the later rod change version and if that 
change coincided with the advent of the 12 inch wheel cars. The 

1275GT Register

Looking back through materials from 
my earliest Mini club activities I came 
across a selection of the original 
National Mini Owners Club magazines. 
Those who have been around the Mini 
world for some time will be familiar 
with the efforts of Chris Cheal who ran 
this club for many years.

Within the National Mini Owners Club 
Graham Long administered a 1275GT 
register, and with the help of fellow 
GT owner, Alan Pavier, I have a record 
of the GTs entered on that register in 
and around 1990. At that point 92 cars 
appeared on Graham’s register, our 
current register has 40 cars listed and 

I had expected that cross referencing the two records would show 
that the majority of our 40 cars would show in the 1990 register. 
However, and somewhat surprisingly, I found that only 3 cars were 
listed. It begs the question on where the other 89 GTs are now and 
gives the impression that most informed estimates of around 120 
surviving cars are probably about right.

However, on checking each registration number via the DVLA 
vehicle enquiry website, the majority of these cars show up as 
either unknown or untaxed, with tax due dates ten or more years 
ago. Thus, it’s my view that this points to the sad fact that these 
cars are unlikely to exist anymore. That does leave 34 cars with 
either a SORN or taxed status, and albeit not on our GT register, 

Alan Clark

Reviewing the Mini scene 25 years ago, I wish the prices had 
stayed the same

‘Barn find’ Show stand, where is KNK 224N now?

Original remote change, when did they switch to Rod Change cut in?

past which has been beautifully restored by its dedicated owner. 
The car had been stripped of virtually all its Super features with the 
scruffy remains offered for sale on ebay. Rob bought the car and like 
Paul Smith, had no idea it was a Super nor did he have any idea of 
the model's existence. Upon realising the importance of what he had 
bought, Rob has restored the car and managed to buy all the Super 
features to complete what is a superb and dedicated restoration.
As this year's autumn has been superb, it seems very odd to me 
to be sat here writing on a warm, late October afternoon (16c) 
wishing everyone a happy Christmas. I hope too that you all have a 
great New Year!

Finally, my usual request: if you own, have owned, or know of a 
Super, have any stories involving one, then please let me know, even if 
the car no longer exists.

Garry Dickens
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question is, were there any transitional cars with a mix of features 
in that 1973-1974 model year. Perhaps any members with 1973 and 
1974 cars could help us by confirming chassis/VIN numbers for their 
cars and what gear box type they have which may allow us to home 
in on a changeover date.

Please keep your input coming and share your GT experiences 
and we can look forward to an off season with plenty of features in 
CooperWorld and some spare time to read them.   

Alan Clark

Modern MINI Cooper Register

So what’s new?  An electric MINI! see 
photo below

Not my cup of tea but….I will leave 
you to make your own minds up.  I 
can’t see that we will need a new 
register for the electric MINIs. Below 
is a quote from Sebastian Mackensen, 
Head of MINI Brand management.

“With this model we want to 
convince MINI customers of the 
benefits of hybrid drive and impress 
everyone who already has hybrid 
driving experience with MINI’s David Young

unique go-kart driving feel. The key to achieving this lies in 
intelligent energy management which is used to control how the 
combustion engine and electric motor operate together. For this 
reason, the first MINI plug-in hybrid model is not solely focused on 
efficiency, but uncompromising in pursuit of driving fun.”

Testing the vehicle himself, Mackensen puts the car through its 
paces and demonstrates that you need to step on the accelerator 
pedal very firmly indeed to activate the second power source. 
Then things really start happening. With the combined output 
of both drives, the first MINI hybrid vehicle demonstrates 
unparalleled acceleration performance when compared with its 
combustion-only siblings.

However, MINI’s go-kart driving characteristics consist of 
more than just fast acceleration. Above all, this hybrid MINI 
has to prove how precisely it handles when taking bends on 
the most exciting, twisting roads. This is where MINI’s plug-in 
hybrid concept plays its next trump card. “As far as the chassis 
and suspension are concerned, nothing changes from the 
conventionally driven model variants” says Wolf, “and the set-up 
benefits a lot from the hybrid concept”. Thanks to the eDrive 
components, which are positioned very low down at the rear, 
the car’s centre of gravity is lowered and the weight is evenly 
balanced between the front and rear axle – ideal for achieving an 
even higher level of legendary MINI agility.

I had a nice letter and some pictures from Jean Paul Casini. A 
young 70-year-old MCR member who lives in Nice. “In 1964 I 
discovered the Mini Cooper. Because in Nice I was living very 
near to the ‘Garage Auber’ in those days, and all the Abingdon 
Works teams used the Garage as it was the property of Kennings 
SA, the main dealer of BMC cars in Nice from December to 
the end of January for the big Monte Carlo Rally. I was a young 
guy in 1964 and I spent several afternoons after school to see 
the Works Minis in this garage! My mind was so impressed that 
I decided my first car will be a Cooper! I had met Hopkirk, 

The new electric MINI Jean’s Cooper S Works replica

Shugborough 1993 Concours winners any familiar cars or faces?
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Makinen, Liddon, Easter and Turner but in those days I did not 
know who they were! The several victories of the Cooper in the 
Monte Carlo Rally had a very big success for the Minis in all of 
France and Pop stars, actors, particularly in the French Riviera 
bought Coopers as in England.

In 1968, after graduation, Dad and Mum ordered from Kennings 
my dream and I received the MkII ‘S’ in July 1968. I started my 
first job in the same year in Monaco, each day spent by the 
seaside, a wonderful trip from Nice to Monaco in the morning 
and Monaco to Nice in the evening. No traffic, no radars and only 
a 15-minute trip.

Some years after I found a job in Nice the ‘S’ became a Sunday 
car. In 1972 I decided to convert the ‘S’ into a Works replica. 
My work in Nice those days to find Special Tuning parts, such 
as a Halda Tripmaster, Heuer clocks, Minilite wheels, pipes for 
Weber carburettors etc was very hard. With some help from 
connections in France and England it was completed in a few 
years though. I still have the S and it is with me in my hands and 
in my heart. 

In 1996 I bought a Rover Cooper with Sports pack for my wife (smart 
move!) who drove it until 2004. This time we decided to change our 
life and buy a “Modern Car”.

I was lucky as I have a big garage the Cooper Sports Pack car became 
a second collection car next to my 1968 ‘S’.  

In the summer of 2004 we received the Cooper ‘S’ of our lives the 
R53 ‘S’ in red and white. At 70 years of age I had big power and big 
comfort. At our age we appreciate the comfort particularly! When 
buying the R53 I was thinking that this will be the last car bought in 
my life. But the same year a friend mentioned a guy was selling and 
Abarth 1000 TCR in Paris. The passion for cars will never die and 
with good health and the help of God more years to come”. Thanks 
for your letter Jean.

I welcome letters and pictures from all members; the MCR is about 
you and your MINI adventures. 

Until next month, do have a very happy Christmas. 

David Young

Jean’s R53 Modern MINI 

Non-Cooper Register

End of the Line

Hello dear readers! In this, my 
second article, I would like to 
feature two of the last classic Minis 
produced: The Classic Se7en, and 
the Knightsbridge. With production 
set to come to an end in October 
2000, the new MG and MINI 
brand director, Wolfgang Vollath, 
wanted the nation’s favourite little 
car to end on a high and so he 
commissioned  four final models 
that became known as the ‘Classic’ 
range. These were the Classic 
Se7en, Classic Cooper, Classic 

Cooper Sport, and finally the Knightsbridge which was intended 
for foreign markets.  

The Se7en was the most basic of the four models and in many 
ways much the same as the standard Mini 1.3i from 1997. 
However, there were some small details that harked back to 
earlier cars including the 1959 Austin Mini Seven; the most 
striking of which were the seats. They had Tartan red leather 
side and back panels, as well as the front section of the seat 

The ‘Final Four.’ Left to right: Classic Cooper, Classic Se7en, 
Classic Cooper Sport, Knightsbridge

The Se7en’s seats should be instantly familiar to owners of early cars

Jonathan Voss
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base, while the front face of the back rest and top of the base 
had a fleck pattern. The dials were cream while the dash facia 
was body coloured. This was a feature on all of the ‘Classic’ 
series of models except the Knightsbridge and they have 
become very hard to come by as my sister soon realised when 
she bought a Classic Cooper with a cracked facia! The Se7en 
had red carpets and cream leather door cards while the steering 
wheel was black with contrasting red top and bottom sections 
and featured an airbag.

On the outside of the car the options list gave buyers the choice 
of Solar red, Old English white, or black, with matching roof and 
mirrors, all of which suited the car quite nicely. All Se7ens were 
delivered with 12”x 4.5” Pepperpot wheels and while red and 
black cars both had silver wheels and black wheel arch extensions, 
the Old English white cars came with matching white wheels 
which created quite a striking look.

As mentioned earlier, the Knightsbridge was produced for 
foreign markets and was intended to be the most luxurious of 
the four final cars. It was based on the Cooper Sport and was 
only available in metallic gold, British Racing Green, or black. 
They all came with cream leather seats, door cards, dash rail 
trims, and cream leather sections on the steering wheel. The 
cream-theme continues with the dials and carpets, while the 

dash facia and door caps had a classy walnut finish. Some owners 
have chosen to do away with more of the standard interior trim 
and replace the door furniture, switch panel, and gear knob with 
walnut items which makes the interior look extremely inviting 
and luxurious.

Of the 684 Knightsbridge cars made, two RHD cars were produced 
and used as press cars by Rover. V203 LOE and V208 LOE were both 
Gold and after a quick check on the DVLA site I am glad to say that 
both of these special cars still have tax and MOT.

Vollath wanted the quality of the final cars to match their styling 
and “did not want them falling apart in people’s garages. These 
are cars that owners will treasure, and the quality must reflect 
that.” This push for quality meant that other long overdue updates 
would be made, such as adjusting the headlamps at the factory, 
not leaving it up to the dealership, and improved engine bushings 
to reduce driveline shunt  noise, vibration, and harshness levels. 
Produced between March and October 2000, the Se7en had 
a base price of £9,495 which was the cheapest of the range. 
However, this was not a cheap option for most consumers. 
For that sort of money you could probably have bought quite a 
nicely equipped new Golf, which in reality was more spacious, 
more comfortable, and more economical, as were many of its 
contemporaries. This would suggest that, as Vollath alluded to, 
these cars were to be bought with the heart and not with the head 
- because you simply wanted to. And really, what better reason is 
there to buy a car?

Jonathan Voss

The Se7en zipping about London

The striking metallic gold would be my colour of choice

The Knightsbridge’s sumptuous interior
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

The New Inn, Great Limber, Lincolnshire, DN37 8JL.  
On the A18 between Kerminton (Humberside Airport)  
and Keelby

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049 0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 13th November  
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

  Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Black Tiles, Martlesham Heath IP12 4SP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

  Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn  Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch BH23 7BQ on the second Wednesday in 
March, May, July, September and November at 8:00 pm;
And at Redlynch Sports and Social Club, Woodfalls Cross, 
The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN on the second 
Wednesday 8:00pm in February, April, June, December and 
Thursday 13th October (skittles evening)

Malcolm Francis 
malcsmf@btinternet.com   

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

REGION

NEW 

DATE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org



Herts & North London Region

Minis to Monte 2016

Paul Fleetwood and I had a really 
enjoyable Minis to Monte tour which 
started in Ashford in Kent from the 
1st through to the 7th October when 
we arrived late afternoon in Monte 
Carlo. The wonderful roads in France, 
especially over the hills and mountains, 
are a perfect way to enjoy driving a 
classic Mini. 

Shortly before we left for the tour, 
I changed all the rubber suspension 
cones, added Hi-Los and Spax adjustable 
shock absorbers to my car. To complete 
the improvements and for grip I replaced the 
4.5 inch Cosmic wheels and Falken tyres 
with Vortz Rosepetals and Yoko A 008 
tyres. After a couple of days on the 
French roads we slightly tightened up 
the dampers. The car’s ride and handling 
was a vast improvement and I will avoid 
fitting old cones in future. 

John Lloyd, who some may know 
runs M-Parts near Cardiff, was also on 
the tour and supplied the new cones 
manufactured from the original tooling, 
and in his opinion, cones should be 
replaced every five years. Comparing 
the rock-hard ones I removed and the 
difference in height of the car with the 
replacements, it all made sense.

Our return home over two nights was at a slightly slower pace and we linked up with the Scottish region of four cars - safety in numbers. Patricia 
Webb kindly arranged our excellent accommodation firstly in Ecclance, near Grenoble and the second stop in Eybens, near Troyes. The food at both 
establishments was superb.

Thanks again to Robert Young, Peter Moss and those that assisted for another great M2M. 

Steve Burkinshaw

Kent region

Hi from Kent! 

Another great year for the region and we are already looking forward 
to 2017. We hope to refresh the meetings a little during this coming 
year so watch this space. 

Highlights for the year for us were the trip to Champagne and the continuing 
popularity of the Ham Sandwich Run (also the first event for our first 
grandchild, Primrose in 2017). We have attended classic car shows at Deal and 
at Bearsted and very sociable they were too. The show on Bearsted Green 
was more sociable for some than others (passengers and early opening public 
houses being the key!) and it all made for a lovely day out with good friends. 

One thing we are proud of achieving is the superb coverage of our two 
road runs in the Mini and MINI press. Both events featured in MiniWorld, 
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En route to Cornillon day six
Supercharged French Minisprint alongside 

Peter Hicks Mk1 S

Low cloud on our way to Gap Heading home via Grenoble at a rest stop

The teams at the Vranken Pommery Champagne House 

after a tour and tasting!
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Mini Mag and in Modern MINI. For 2018 we are planning another run 
across the water, likely to be to Wipers (Ypres) in Belgium. We plan taking in 
some traditional rally routes and include an overnight stay. Hopefully the Euro 
will have settled by then also.

A disappointing event for us was, of course, the IMM in Belgium, after which 
we seriously questioned if camping was our thing. Perhaps if we check we are 
not sleeping on a wind farm next time it might be OK. Joking aside, we hope 
next year to have a region camp at Brands Hatch along with Sarah Voss (the 
club’s new Youth Co-ordinator), and hopefully this will be good fun if us more 
mature ones join in. 

We are already taking pre-bookings for the Ham Sandwich Run on the 19th 
August 2017. We should have the entry set up for early in the New Year but 
you can reserve your space now since, as in the last couple of years it will be 
limited to a 40 car entry.

Next month we will publish a region events list for 2017, and so if there are any you would like to add please let us know.

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. December is a pre booked Xmas meal so next meeting will be 11th January 2017 See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best! 

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Lincolnshire Region

Review of 2016

Things have been flying high 
here in the 'bomber region' 
of Lincolnshire this year. We 
are so glad we took the brave 
step to start the Lincolnshire 
region. It has been greatly 
received by the local Mini 
community and since right 
from the start we had around 
15 cars turn up to our first 
meeting. This has now grown 
month on month, with our 
meetings having a great attendance. We have a strong core of about 20 regulars and another 20 to 30 who come to every other meeting due to 
their other commitments. We have a great age range of people and a good mix of Coopers and non-Coopers representing all the decades from the 
1960s right through to today's brand new cars.

In September we played host to all the Mini owners who attended the Mini Challenge when it came to Cadwell Park for the first time in its history. 
Motor Sports Vision were very generous in providing MCR members with VIP parking, and a chance for us all to take part in parade laps during the 
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The Region’s Ham Sandwich Run start at 
our keen supporters Broad Oak MINI

A relaxing day out where you can stretch 

the legs of your car. All variants welcome

Some of the cars at the always evocative Reims Circuit

Blyton Mini Sprint cars The Mini Challenge tyre buggy! 



lunch time break in racing. 
Despite the very wet 
weather, we had a great 
turnout of 40 people and 
20 Minis (5 classic and 15 
modern) and we all had a 
fantastic day.

At the end of September 
we held a Pride of 
Ownership event at Blyton 
Park and on this occasion 
enjoyed great weather 
resulting in part with an 
even greater attendance and 30 cars entered in our competition. We also had 
several MCR members attend who had travelled from our neighbouring regions 
of Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire and Cambridgeshire. It was nice to have them 
join us. The day not only had a show and shine element, but there was also 
excitement on the track as this was a joint event alongside the final round of the 
MDA sprinting championship.

While the wet and cold winter weather is now upon us, we are still holding our 
regular monthly meetings. So, please feel free to come and join us in the warm 
for a brew and a friendly chat comparing notes on your winter project or plans 
for next season. Please drive safely in the slush and the mud and we will see you 
all in the New Year.

I would finally like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas. I hope that Santa brings 
you all the shiny new parts you would like for your car.  

Chris Smith

Mid Staffs Region

Our October meeting featured one of our occasional ‘non motoring’ talks, in this case about British Cavalry Weapons of the Napoleonic 
Era, which of course ended in 1815 with the Battle of Waterloo. The talk was given by Barry Chisnall, one of our regular attendees, and the 
subject is his ‘other hobby’ on which he has published two books. His talk was illustrated by using slides and examples of Cavalry rifles from 
his own collection. The main thrust of the talk dealt with the history of the British Cavalry and their carbines (rifles), including the design, 
manufacture and development. Having grown up in the Birmingham area, I was well aware of gun making in the area, but I was surprised 
to hear that gun makers assembled the various elements (lock, stock and barrel) from the components which were made by various small 
businesses in and around Birmingham. The firing mechanism, or lock, was made by the door furniture industry which was also large in the 
city. The wooden stock was made by cabinetmakers, whilst the barrel was made by blacksmiths. The barrels seemed to have had the most 
development as early ones were made from a strip of metal, which was heated and twisted around a former and welded by hammering the 

red hot metal. Later a means of boring a barrel was developed 
and then ‘rifling’ to improve the accuracy of the gun. It can only 
be imagined the number of people employed by gun makers 
and in all the ancillary industries to equip the three regiments 
of Household Cavalry, seven regiments of Dragoon Guards 
and six regiments of Dragoons. Just at the Battle of Waterloo, 
Wellington had 12,000 Cavalry men available, all of which had 
a pistol and a carbine as well as a sword. The talk was well 
attended, and very informative.

By the time you are reading these notes it will be very close 
to our Christmas Dinner on 5th December. At the time 
of writing it is almost sold out, and the dinner replaces the 
normal meeting at the George and Dragon. As I have already 
mentioned in previous notes, Stuart Turner is our guest again, 
and no doubt will have flown back from somewhere exotic like 
Turkey or Sweden!

Club members in their cars on track at Cadwell 

Park during the Mini Challenge
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Pride of ownership day at Blyton

Royal Scots Greys charge at Waterloo by Elizabeth Lady Butler
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Into the New Year and our future meeting are:

Monday 2nd January 2017. Traditional pub chat. What did you get for Christmas? Did you need it or want?

Monday 6th February. Scalextric race night. Will George Martin be a triple champion or is someone going to topple him? A great night of fun!

In the future – an illustrated talk by Mike Wood, the long-time navigator/co-driver for Tony Fall in Works Minis, Datsuns and Fords. Mike has asked 
if this can take place in the spring, so look out for the date when I have it.

As usual, a final note that the Mid Staffs Region meet at the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone. ST15 0PX normally on the first Monday of 
each month, but please note that the Christmas Dinner is an all ticket evening. Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Scottish Region

Although the event season is quietening down by late 
September/October, there was a lot of activity for several 
members.  This year’s ‘Minis to….’ event, organised by 
the MCR, was off to Monte Carlo and with several Scottish 
cars signed up there was a lot of work/last minute checks 
to do.

The three Scottish crews consisted of Simon Drew and 
Lynne Reekie, David and Andrew Dyson and us, Patricia 
and Ben Webb. Although there was nothing fundamentally 
wrong with any of the cars, there is always the need to 
do a thorough check before embarking on such a lengthy 
journey, plus the need to ensure sufficient spares were 
taken.  So, late September was pretty busy with the final 
checks, but all three cars were present and correct to head 
south to get to the starting point in Kent on 1st October. With an overnight stay on the 
way down, we picked up the final Scottish member, Andrew Dyson, and reached Kent 
on time the next day. Besides accidentally finding out about the new payment method 
for the Dartford Crossing, no other issues arose.

All three cars were pretty laden with spares but, fortunately, we had a fourth car (Peter 
Hicks and Anne Roderick) joining us prior to boarding the Dover ferry, and so could 
share the weight evenly between four cars. The most contentious issue on that day 
was deciding on optimal tyre pressures! I think we all pretty much decided on different 
figures (with different tyres), but by the end of the week it didn’t really seem to make a 
difference….we were all within 4-5 psi difference.

With Patricia on both photo (for Mini Magazine) and driving duties throughout the week, 
a number of photo opportunities arose.  It makes for interesting driving, when you have 
someone sat in the navigator seat with a huge camera and lens poking out the front….
still, both camera and photographer survived!

Driving duties were shared between some of the crews during the week…Andrew 
and David swapped over on several occasions, Patricia and I swapped for morning 
and afternoon stints. It was pretty much luck of the draw as to who drove which Col. 
Saying that, the route consisted of many Cols and enough for everyone to have ago on. 
With a lot of ‘spirited’ driving the discussion on tyre pressures kept cropping up…but 
(as expected) those on Yokohama A032’s probably had the most shot to pieces tyres 
by the end.  

Driving duties for the Col de Turini were down to Simon, Patricia, Peter and David and, 
although the first part is quite pedestrian we all managed to ‘stretch our legs’ soon and 
sprinted up the Col. One claim to fame was we all overtook Paul Easter!  However, as 
much as we’d like to think we blasted him off the road with our superior driving skills, 
he was Car 0 and duly performing his role as advance party.  However, considering that 
all week we were very well behaved not to catch up and overtake car 0…it was very 
tempting to do it on the last day. Sorry.

With a quick stop at the top of Turini, the intention was to get into Monte Carlo as quickly as possible. Previous experience has shown us that it 
can be a nightmare getting to the hotel and it’s always timed with the rush hour. So, with us ahead of the game this time, we were in the hotel and 
having a larger by the swimming pool by 4.20pm….bliss!

The following day was where everyone would start heading home or onwards.For our group though we were heading up North, up to Grenobles 
and then the next day on to Troyes. Patricia had devised the route which followed the fantastic Route de Napoleon and took us from Monte Carlo 
directly to the hotel on the Saturday. However, before all of that, some of us had an early start doing a photo shoot down at the harbour in Monte 
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Monte Carlo AJB and DKG on waterfront

DKG at the harbour in Monte Carlo

SOH heading through the Alps



Carlo. With Patricia performing Mini Magazine duties, the purpose 
was to get some shots of a couple of cars near the yachts.  AJB 4B, 
owned by Simon Joslin, is a fantastic AJB 44B replica, and our car, 
DKG 2C, were being photographed.  DKG has completed quite a few Monte Carlo Historiques 
in the past, so this was familiar territory, but this time at least the car was in better condition!

After the photo shoot for us we set off up North, whilst other people took a walk around 
Monte Carlo. With an additional car and crew joining us, namely Steve Burkinshaw and Paul 
Fleetwood in Steve’s Surf blue ‘65 Cooper S, we all had a fantastic meal and a great night’s 
sleep in a chateau just outside of Grenoble. The Sunday saw all of us then do the next stage of 
the journey which was to head to Eclance (near Troyes) and stay in a lovely farmhouse B&B.

The final day in France (Monday) saw three cars head back to Zeebrugge and two cars head off 
to Calais. After going our separate ways after Lille, the Scottish cars headed for Bruges first for 
some light refreshment. With a pleasant overnight trip on the ferry back to Hull we all arrived 
home safely on the Tuesday.

So, any major incidents to report? - No not really although there was one re-occurring niggle 
amongst several cars which was that of HT leads. We all had very similar HT leads which seemed 
to let us all down at some point during the trip….after binning those and replacing with spare 
silicone leads, the problem never arose again. DKG had a Swiftune (CSI) electronic distributor which fried itself. Supposedly, this is very rare…but it 
happened to us!  Fortunately, with all the spares we had, going back to points etc cured that problem. DKG had some alternator problems as well, but 
not sufficient enough to suffer too much. Since the trip it’s now been removed to be overhauled.  SOH (Simon’s car) had a brief brake problem, but that 
was probably due to boiling brake fluid and was soon rectified. An electrical fire and the aforementioned HT leads situation pretty much summed it up.  

A long trip, but with some great roads to drive on, you hardly suffer until you get home! 

Patricia and Ben Webb    

Suffolk Region

On Sunday 30th October we had organised a Sunday Run to the MINI Challenge 
and F3 Racing at Snetterton Norfolk. To co-ordination the travel meant that Terry 
Stendall and Basil Welch would meet up with Peter and Terri Drane and John Hawkins 
all from south Suffolk at Wyvale Garden centre car park in Woodbridge, at 8.30am. 
They would then make their way across country on very pleasant but twisting B roads 
to the Bressingham Steam Centre car park. Meanwhile, Steve Burch and Olga and I 
would set off with our Coopers from East Suffolk at the same time, each party having 
approx. 30 miles to cover, also travelling cross country on equally challenging roads. 

Everything was looking good for the outing, especially as when we all amazingly met 
up within half a minute of each other at our rendezvous.  I should point out here 
that the previous day, Saturday, when there was also racing at this two day event, 
it was a warm sunny 16 degrees. However, it had been misty all the way there for 
us on the Sunday, but when we arrived at Snetterton, where we were joined by 
Richard Ashley, with his splendid ex- rally Cooper S but sadly there wasn’t enough 
visibility to race. Never mind, it may still happen! 

At the circuit there was plenty to see around the paddock with some very 
impressive and expensive looking 40 foot team trailers and MINIs. We chatted, ate 
our sandwiches and bacon rolls and drank Coffee, but there was no improvement 
in the weather conditions. At 2pm the circuit management decided to get a couple 
of reduced lap races on, but viewing visibility was still poor. Shortly after that we 
left, cold and ready for home. The following day was sunny and clear, SODS Law!
 
On the restoration front, Jack Gray, who is retired and has the time, patience and 
skill, is busy rebuilding Steve Burch’s Innocenti, after a complete body restoration 
and repaint by Ted Sparrow at East Anglian Mini Centre. Jack is busy rebuilding with 
as many original Innocenti parts as possible. Meanwhile, Peter Drane is replacing a 

Scottish contingent crews

Waiting in hope at fogbound Snetterton
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Line up at the Chateau in Grenoble

Rear shot of Simon Drew’s SOH Ex-Works GT

Preparation for the fog clearing!



few panels, outer sills, valance, etc on his long stored 998 Downton Cooper. I am sure 
the aim is to have them both at Beaulieu in 2017- no pressure then gents!

Finally, after a routine inspection under my 1969 998 Cooper, I discovered that the 
inner rubber universal joint on the nearside driveshaft was totally shot, with no noise 
or snatch warning, damaging both flanges and almost rubbing through the u bolts - 
honestly no indication while driving ! Mr Mini in Suffolk, Ted Sparrow, came to the 
rescue with two used but in good condition drive flanges. Thanks again Ted what would 
we do without you. I owe you at least one drink at our Christmas dinner!

New members please do come to our monthly meetings and join in our fun. It is 
advisable to contact me, (details in Magazine) as we sometimes vary our meeting place. 
The Suffolk MCR Christmas dinner is being held at the Cherry Tree Pub, Woodbridge 
Tues 6th Dec, 7.30pm. Still time to join us! 

Merry Christmas to All. 

Ian MacPherson    

Thames Valley Region
Thanks everyone who turned up to our October meeting. We had more cars than usual in the car park and even more people in the pub! It was 
very nice to see Stella and Frank Willis who had travelled up to visit and thank you for coming.

As you read this in the December issue of CooperWorld it will have arrived around the time of our Christmas dinner at The Crooked Billet. We 
either hope you have or had a good evening depending on when you read this. A report will appear in the January magazine.

After several months of discussion, as a group, we have decided to move our regular meetings to The Crooked Billet and which is less than a couple 
of miles down the A30 towards Hook. The first regional meeting will be held on the 25th January from 8pm. We look forward to seeing you there 
and welcome any new faces! We will continue to meet on the last Wednesday of the month.

Meeting dates for 2017 are as follows:
25th January, 22nd February, 29th March, 26th April, 31st May, 28th June, 26th July, 30th August, 27th September, 25th October and the 29th November.

The address of The Crooked Billet pub is: London Road, Hook, Hants RG27 9EH

It is just east of Hook on the A30. Link to the Website is here: http://www.thecrookedbilletpub.co.uk

Wishing all region members a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

Ken and Robert

Worcestershire Region

The last show of the season for 
the MCR Worcestershire region 
was at the Mini Fair2.Stoneleigh. 
The theme for our club stand 
display was Mini restoration.

Members Ruth and Mark Ruff’s 
Mini won second place in the 
Show & Shine 1960 class on the 
day. Well done to them.

Mick Rowley    
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A foggy Snetterton
Steve Burch’s Innocenti nearing 
completion of a total restoration

Engine bay looking like new and 
awaiting engine and gearbox

Fabric sunroof now 
fitted in the car

Ruth and Mark Ruff and their winning MiniWorcestershire Region’s Mini restoration display



FOR SALE AND WANTED

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to register 
vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number (V.I.N.) and/
or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the police to inspect cars 
without either one of these identification numbers. Members and 
readers are advised to be cautious before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free (minis 
and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively long nor 
in the course of business trade.  Please quote your membership 
number when writing.  Non-members and trade members wishing 
to place a classified advert must enclose a cheque for £5.00 with 
their advert script. Failure to do so will result in the advert being 
returned unpublished. Cheques should be made payable to Mini 
Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) and/
or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in 
written form only please and addressed to the magazine editor. 
This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or advert 
amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Parts wanted

Wanted - John Cooper LE 40 1999 Black Leather Gear Knob
If you have one to sell or know anyone who does, please could you pass my 
details on? Thanks.
John Wood - Harrogate, North Yorkshire. 07588535930 -  
johnwilliamwood@outlook.com  

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA?
.

By popular demand the MCR indoor car cover is 
now back in stock!
Made from a decent grade of nylon material, the 
covers are intended for indoor use as dust covers 
although they are actually waterproof too.
The covers a bright red and have the MCR logo 
screen printed on the front of them in black. They 
come complete with mirror pockets (in the right 
place) for later Minis. A storage bag is also included 
for safe keeping of the cover when not in use.
The covers are tailored to fit a Mini with spotlights 
mounted on the front of the car and to keep the cover 
securely on the car it has an elasticised hem with handy 
straps and plastic buckles which go under the car.
Price is £35 including P&P (Europe and rest of 
world will need to contact us first)

please call

Sally or Tony Salter on  
02380 560073 to order.
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The number one magazine
for Mini owners worldwide.
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ORIGINAL AND GREATEST MAGAZINE FOR THE MINI

www.miniworld.co.uk 
Subscription hotline: Tel: 01959 541444 

MiniWorld is proud to support
the Mini Cooper Register.
Find stunning feature cars
and informative historical

articles in every issue.


