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Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48  . . . . . .£705.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . .£23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO  . . .£13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

£85.80

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £85.80 full kit

Package
Price

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone springs on the market made
from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Suspension, Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £8.18
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell cheap, inferior CV joints 
We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Cooper S Distributor

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for
economy and performance similar to MK3 S

curves. Fitted with quickfit points and uprated
rotor arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £58.50
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion kits!
Best quality distributors & parts stocked for road/race
New! Evo cam-specific distributor C-27H7701 . £82.80

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.50
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Brake Servo

£40.69

Bumper and Brightwork

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £58.80
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £33.60
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £24.00
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.71
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.69
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011
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Mail Order - 01 707 607700 Mail Order also available direct from Harrogate Branch Call 01 423 881800 to order 

minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com 
website for pictures, downloads,
catalogues, current prices &
special deals

Mobile & tablet friendly

BODY,
MECHANICAL 
& TRIM

CATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2
catalogue. 
Include all models 
from 1959-2000.

mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

£23.04
or

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . .£16.00
20/50 mineral oil & spin on 
filter (not MPI) SO4  . .£17.78
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump . . . . £18.90
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . £2018.09
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2444.36

We stock all standard and performance parts

1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . new/outright £72.96 
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £15.83
CNC Evolution slot drive race oil pump from £112.50
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £55.38
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Comp grey diaphragm  C-AEG482 . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . £32.18
Mini Spares/AP road/rally 180mm plate C-AHT595 £65.26
AP Racing fast road/rally clutch plate 180mm . £88.78
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £88.78
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel  - race EN24  . . . . . . . . .£209.08
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £24.00
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS . . . . . . £29.99
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

Clutches & Flywheels

£55.20

Scan the QR codes to see the full

range on your tablet ot smart phone

Engines:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Gaskets:

Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Suspension:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Exhausts:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Brightwork:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Steering:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Drivetrain:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Electrics:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gearboxes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Each

£4.20

Brand new ACCESSORIES

CATALOGUE available to

order online!
www.minispares.com

mini spares catalogues
NEW!

Brakes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Mini Spares Servo for 
Cooper S Mk1 & Mk2  
AP 5.5 Type. 21A1293 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £216.00

Forged Cranks

For 1275cc blocks 
and made in 
81.3mm and 86mm stroke
(bare forging only £576.00) . . . . . . crank £1897.92

Engines NEW! Gaskets
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

November magazine – 1st October
December magazine – 1st November
January magazine – 1st December

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, Huddersfield, W. 
Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539 
mk1sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street,  
Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering, Northamptonshire, 
NN14 3DZ    
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE  
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
super@minicooper.org  
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE    
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW  
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb 
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH 
07834 081697 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Christopher Smith 
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
pr@minicooper.org        

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert.indd   1 12/03/2015   16:36
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
 01473 740148  

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
A  s I type this editorial in early 

September we seem to be having 
a bit of an Indian summer this year and 
so my instinct is to get outside and 
enjoy the warm and sunny weather 
as much as possible (and as soon as I 
finish editing the magazine!), before it is 
well and truly gone as the cold winter 
months draw nearer.

Talking of the outdoors, this time of 
the year also marks the beginning of 
the end of the outdoor show season 

which is graphically demonstrated by our Events Calendar having only 
five events now listed for the remainder of the year. Having said that, 
we are already starting to look forward and have listed some of the 
events which will be taking place next year! So, you might want to 
have a look through the events calendar and make a diary note of any 
particular event/s you plan to attend during what’s left of this year and 
into 2017.  

Back to 2016 and what we have in store for you in this month’s issue 
of CooperWorld. Well, staying with the theme of outdoor events, we 
have four articles on offer in this vein. The first of these is Graham 
Robinson’s article on Coopers at Castle Combe which Graham has 
principally organised from inception I believe. Remarkably, this year 
the event celebrates its 30th year and I have yet to attend it I am 
ashamed to say. Then we have articles on two road tours; one an 
MCR Minis and MINIs only tour with the catchy name of the Ham 
Sandwich run, and which our very own Events Co-ordinator, Justin 
Ridyard, organises so well. So do read Justin’s article to find out what 

they got up to on this tour. The second article has been written by 
Geoff Bethel and is about the Stone Classic Car Tour which was 
open to all classic cars, not just Minis, albeit a fair few Minis joined 
in the fun on this tour. And finally, Robert Clayson attended the 
Silverstone Classic which is, in essence, a weekend long motor 
racing-fest in all its forms, but with plenty of other non-car related 
entertainment laid on too. As always, Robert has included some 
great photos of the action at this famous race circuit.

Then I am really pleased to say that Mike Bennett has written an 
article on the trials and tribulations he has been going through 
during the restoration of his Cooper S. It is just the sort of article I 
have been hoping to include in CooperWorld since I started editing 
the magazine. Mike’s article will be the first of a number of articles 
he proposes to write about the restoration of his car from start to 
finish. You can find Mike’s article under the Members’ article section. 
Also under this section I must mention a great article written by 
Steve Burkinshaw our Coach built Registrar, about the history of the 
Stewart and Ardern Minisprint which Steve has illustrated with some 
great period images.

Finally, I am pleased to say that we have a new MCR region joining 
our ranks which is the Devon and Cornwell Region. The regional 
organiser for this new region is Barry Elms and his contact details 
can be found on the MCR Regional Meetings page of the magazine. 
Well done Barry for stepping up to form this region and I hope that, 
with time and support from members in your region, it will grow to 
be a sizable and active one.

Paul Sulma 



classic Monte Carlo rally roads, to the Mediterranean coast. You can 
read all about their adventure in the December issue of CooperWorld.

For our annual run next year we again, for the third time, revert to Minis to 
Ireland. Early plans are underway with the route, once again, being devised 
by Hugh Wyllie. It is hoped to head up to the north west of Ireland and be 
based in Sligo and Connemara. Provisional details will be available in a few 
weeks time when members will be asked to express their interest with, 
hopefully, entries being invited in November. It will again be a wonderful 
social affair, with Irish hospitality to the fore and, of course, driving over some 
fantastic roads amongst superb scenery. Another great trip not to be missed.

The NEC Classic Motor Show is nearly upon us once again and, as usual, 
we will be attending this high profile prestige event in style. Justin Ridyard, 

our hard working Events Coordinator, will again, be running the show for 
us and it will, as usual, be of a high standard. The NEC show is a heavy 
commitment to the club both in time and in financial terms with a small but 
willing team in place, mostly from the south coast doing their bit to support 
the club. In an ideal world, to cut down on the expense and commitment, 
it would be so nice if members located within easy striking distance of 
Birmingham offered to run the show. But, despite a good number of 
members being in the area, none come forward to help run the show, so it’s 
left to others to fill the gap. Nonetheless, the NEC is very important for us to 
be seen at and I know many members look to the club as a focal point for the 
annual visit to this massive show. So, do drop by and visit the club stand and 
say hello. We will hopefully have a successful membership drive at the show 
and welcome lots of new members - and don’t forget that discounted tickets 
are available using the appropriate code in the show's advert on the inside 
back cover of the September edition. See you there.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Our National Day at Beaulieu – or should 
I now more correctly call it ‘The MCR 

National Mini Day at Beaulieu’ to give it its full 
title, is, once again, thrown into difficulties. 
Martin Charles, who had offered to run our 
National Day for us, taking over from Tony 
Salter, has reluctantly decided, because of 
ongoing health issues, to step down - this 
before he had even got his feet under the 
table. With Martin struggling to achieve a 
personal good work/life balance, he felt that 
his time spent with car and car clubs had to 
go to preserve his health and well being.  

Of course we understand Martin’s difficulties and wish him well but it again 
leaves us with the same problem of trying to replace Tony Salter at the helm 
of our very important National Day. Martin had been in the wings shadowing 
Tony to learn the ropes and that sadly has now gone to waste. So, we start 
again trying to recruit and train another person or persons willing and able 
to take on this vital role for the club. Tony will still be there to advise and 
help but with his plans set to step aside we really do need someone to step 
up to the plate. If you feel this is something you would like to undertake or, 
perhaps, would like to find out what this is likely to involve, I would really like 
you to contact Tony Salter and have a chat with him. He would be delighted 
to hear from you. For our National Day to continue - your club needs you.

By the time this edition of CooperWorld lands on your door mat, the 
club's Minis to Monte run will just be underway on its week long run 

to Monte Carlo. With a full entry list of just over forty cars, the entry 
includes ten BMW MINIs plus ten Rover Coopers, the rest being early 
Coopers and Cooper Ss. I wish them all well as they meander over 
the superb 1,300 mile route, devised by Peter Moss, using many of the 
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We welcome a long list of new members 
who joined during August

NEW MEMBERS

Jac Robertson, Wrexham, Clwyd
Ian Johnstone, Gretna, Dumfriesshire
Stuart Morgan-Nash, Warminster, Wiltshire
David Wilkinson & Gina Shoesmith, Skegness, Lincolnshire
James Cameron, Maidstone, Kent
Mark Lake, Market Rasen, Lincolnshire
Karen Cheesman & Kim Taylor, Cardiff, South Glamorgan
Martin & Joan Booth, Huddersfield, England
Charles Palmer, Canterbury, Kent
Phil Welland, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire
Lucinda Atkinson, Sowerby Bridge, Yorks
Rebecca Swift, Toddington, Beds
Martin & Rhiannon Roden, Derby, Derbyshire
Joanne & Seb Rowland, Stotfold, Hertfordshire
Geoffrey Wilson, Cramlington, Northumberland
Franco Caseio, Bristol
Richard Crowe, Thame, Oxon
Quintin Harper, Glasgow, East Dumbartonshire
Adam Linforth, Tredington, Warwickshire
Jeremy Baldwin, Romford, Essex
Bernie & Paula McEneany, Newry, Co Down
Marcel Aureglia, Antibes, France
Matthew Field, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire
Philip & James Trim, Ware, Herts

Minis to Ireland
21 September – 28 September 2017

Proposed Itinerary:

Departing Fishguard 21st September

One night - 21st - Wexford

Three nights - 22nd, 23rd, 24th - Sligo

Two nights - 25th and 26th - Renvyle, Connamara

One night - 27th - Wexford

Returning to Fishguard 28th September

Another stunning and interesting route is planned 
with renowned Irish hospitality. 

Entry fee, per car for two people, will include 
return ferry crossing, seven nights dinner, bed 
and breakfast in excellent hotels, comprehensive 
roadbook and rally plates.

For all further details, including entry fee -  see 
advert in November CooperWorld.   Entries will 
open 5th November - we expect entries to go with 
a 'bang!' - on a first come first served basis.  

Secretary of the Meeting - Lesley Young - 
membership@minicooper.org

Forward Notice



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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the Countryman will be as trouble free as the R56 was. The servicing 
was included via TLC and I only had to put a set of front tyres on the 
car in 50,000 miles of motoring. Pretty good I think. 

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

I  t has been another great summer of 
events, motorsport, static displays 

and some good road runs and touring 
assemblies - some run from within the 
club and some heavily attended by you 
as MCR members. Already the events 
list for next year is showing the Lavender 
Run, the Ham Sandwich Run and the 
club’s ‘Minis to...’ event - next year 
returning to Ireland. 

Still to come this year is, of course, the 
NEC Classic Motor Show and if you are 
a regular attendee you will understand 
my excitement for this show! We will be 

there again this year with another fantastic display of cars.

The events list is taking shape overall and if you have any additions 
please let me know.

The Ridyard household has been very busy with new additions, most 
importantly the arrival of our first Granddaughter, Primrose (picture 
of her in the Ham Sandwich feature) and the purchase of not just 
one new Mini but two. Firstly, a stunning 1968 Mk2 Cooper S and 
then an update to our daily drive in the form of a MINI Cooper 
Countryman. I was sad to see my previous daily drive, Cooper SD go 
back but I have been impressed with its replacement so far. I hope 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

I have chosen the England 
v Australia rugby photo 
as the August winner so 
congratulations to Scrumpix 
and over to you for the 
September competition 
subject. Ministwo 
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classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.

FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2016

October

Event: Minis to Monte 2016  
(Event full but reserve list open)  
Date: 1st - 8th October 
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -    
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Malvern Classic Car, Historic Commercial and Mini Show 
Date: 9th October 
Location: Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcs 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: 16th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally   
Date: 22nd October 
Location: TBC 
Contact: Niall Cook – Newcastle & Durham Region 
naillcook@tiscalli.co.uk

November

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 11th - 13th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

2017

January 2017

Event: MCR Hinton Firs Weekend  
Date: 28-29th January 2017 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: Josh Bromage secretary@minicooper.org 
or telephone 07950 753299

Event: British Mini Fair    
Date: 29th January  
Location: Bingley Hall, Stafford 
Contact: Wilts Region Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Mini Winter Rally 2017   
Date: 27th-29th January  
Location: Switzerland 
Contact: http://mini-winter-rally.blogspot.ch/ or  
mini.winter.rally.2005@gmail.com

February 2017

Event: London Classic Car Show   
Date: 23-26th February 2017 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

March 2017

Event: Brooklands Mini Day   
Date: 19th March 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com  
Ken Hunter, Thames Valley Region  
kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com 

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show  
Date: 31st – 2nd April 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April 2017

Event: Pride of Longbridge   
Date: TBC April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge, B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

May 2017

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day  
Date: May TBC 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at Blyton 
Park for MK1 Mini’s. 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: Donington Historic Festival   
Date: May TBC 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 13-14th May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: British Mini Day 
Date: TBC May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Mini Run 2017 
Date: 21st May 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2017  
Date: 25-27th May 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: www.imm2017.ie

June 2017

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: 11th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade 
stands and concours judging. Also includes an 
autojumble. It is open to all marques of Minis/
MINI’s 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 17th-18th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

July 2017

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 7th-8th-9th July TBC 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: 23rd July TBC 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 21st-23rd July  
(Club presence likely to be one day TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

August 2017

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 2017  
Date: 19th August TBC 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Justin Ridyard – h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk or 
telephone 07950 753299

October 2017

Event: Minis to Ireland 2017   
Date: TBC 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org
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Mini Cooper Register Bournemouth Weekend                                                           
27th January – 29th January 2017, Hinton Firs Hotel

Hi All

How quick a year has gone – and how soon the preparations of 
this weekend have come round.

Just a reminder for all who pre-booked from the 2016 event if you 
haven’t already been contacted by the hotel for your deposit they 
should be in touch shortly or please make contact with the hotel 
on 01202 555409 to pay your deposit, it will speed things up for 
the hotel and make the process easier for all.  A deposit of £20 
per person will be required.

This means for all those who haven’t booked and are interested 
need to contact the hotel as any remaining rooms will be allocated 
on a first come first served basis from November 1st.

For those of you who haven’t yet experienced this weekend event 
please try and join us – it is a great way to meet up with fellow 
members in lovely surroundings and a scenic location – it certainly 
makes a refreshing change during otherwise miserable winter 
months.  I can guarantee you will enjoy it.

The weekend will take its usual format kicking off with a guest 
speaker on Friday night, and then starting with a short road run 
on Saturday Morning ending at a place of local interest followed 

by a KWIZZ Saturday afternoon ahead of the candlelit dinner 
Saturday evening with a fundraising raffle with very generously 
donated prizes of which proceeds go to a nominated worthy 
cause followed by evening entertainment.  Then the weekend is 
finished on Sunday with a hearty breakfast and followed by a filling 
Sunday Lunch to fuel your tank for your journey’s home!!!  Whilst 
waiting for Sunday Lunch during the Sunday morning there will 
be a chance to take a stroll along the sea-front taking or relax in 
the hotel – whichever you prefer!!!  There will also be a chance 
to purchase hand-made jewellery and other items which may be 
available for purchase.

Dress code for Saturday evening is as announced at this year’s 
event is black tie/formal wear but of course this is not at all 
compulsory but just adds to the experience of the weekend!!!!

If you have any queries or would like to contribute towards 
the weekend in any way or have any special requests – I always 
appreciate any volunteers who come forward to help make the 
weekend great for all of us please of course contact me on  
07950 753299 or 07910 901462.

Best Regards

Josh Bromage
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Having had such sunny weather the weeks before the event it 
was disappointing that the outlook late on Thursday did not 

look too promising.  Rain and lots of it were forecast for Castle 
Combe on Saturday 20th August.  Undeterred, my son-in-law and 
I, set off at our usual early start time of 4:30am and arrived at the 
circuit bang on 7:30am.  

When we arrived the paddock and MCR members parking area 
were a hive of activity. Many of the MCR members had already 
arrived and were busy doing the well rehearsed formalities of 
signing-on and preparing their cars for the track. A familiar sight but 
something had changed. I then noticed that since our last visit the 
low log fence had been replaced by a 6 foot chain link example. It 
thereby separated the MCR grassed parking area from the paddock 
assembly area, no doubt in the interest of ‘safety’ but it would 
certainly alter the atmosphere of the day. That aside, my son-in-law 
and I emptied out our cars and wisely covered the contents with 
a track day essential; a waterproof groundsheet. That done it was 
time to sign-on, get the cars scrutineered and attend the drivers 
briefing in the warmth of the cafe. There we enjoyed a well earned 
breakfast to prepare us for the rest of the day. 

As 9 o’clock approached the queue for the first track session was lining 
up. I think it was the longest queue I have ever seen at that time in 
the day. No doubt everyone was conscious of the grey sky overhead 
and wanted to get in as many runs as possible before the rain arrived. 
At the front of the queue there were five Minis rearing to go and as 

9 o’clock arrived they were off with Barny Francis, Nick Stansmore, 
Colin Woodage, Peter Hayes and Phil Thompson in that order. Two laps 
in and Barny and Nick were nose to tail as they are every year.  Four 
laps in and Nick just manages to past Barney - but there’s a problem!  
Barny’s car is overheating and peels off at the end of lap 5 into the pit 
road and back to the paddock. Nick, Colin and Phil continue on until 
the chequered flag.  Back in the paddock Barney and his father Malcolm 
quickly conclude that the radiator was the problem but they should be 
able to continue.  Malcolm and Barney had brought along their Hillclimb 
car and were using the day to give it a shake down before heading for 
the hills. By the end of the morning session their list of parts that needed 
replacing had grown to include all the suspension bushes as well as the 
radiator. Colin Woodage’s car was very much on song again after last 
years problems, though I did learn later that he had suffered a burnt out 
valve just a few weeks earlier. Phil Thompson brought along 741 CAM 
again, but this time with a 1380cc engine instead of the 999cc one. The 
new engine had been his project over the winter months and this was 
its first outing.  Phil was a bit concerned with only 200 road miles on the 
clock but it went perfectly and he was enjoying the extra power over the 
999cc engine. That was until late into his 2nd outing when he suffered 
complete brake failure which resulted in an excursion onto the grass 
but, thankfully, coming to a halt right by a marshal’s post with no damage 
done. After getting the OK to proceed from the marshal, Phil limped 
back to the paddock.  The brake reservoir was completely empty and 
Phil hoped that, by topping it up and a complete bleed of the system, 
it would be the cure but unfortunatelyit was not. Pressing the brake 
pedal had no effect and he concluded that the seal on the plunger in the 

EVENTS

Coopers at Castle Combe 2016 
By Graham Robinson

Peter Hayes and Nick Hunter
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master cylinder had failed. You can appreciate 
Phil’s disappointment when he told me that 
the master cylinder had been completely 
overhauled professionally just a few weeks 
earlier. So, 741 CAM was winched back onto 
the trailer and that was the end of Phil’s day.  

I know I mention this every year, but it is so 
important when members come along for 
the first time, that they use the services of 
the racing school instructor before venturing 
out onto the circuit on their own. John 
Kennedy has been many times to spectate 
but this year he decided to try his hand 
behind the wheel. It was also Bernard Twist 
and Keith Barnes’ first time with us so I was 
pleased to see all three of their cars in the 
queue for the instructor.  

The morning sessions continued under an 
ever growing darker sky which meant a 
long queue in the paddock. I missed the 
long queue being out in an early session 
and managing to tag onto an all Mini session 
accompanied by my fellow MkII Cooper ‘S’ 
registrar, Nick Hunter.  Still the cloud grew 
heavier and just before the lunch break there 
was a hint of drizzle in the air but the track 
sessions continued. Modern technology is a 
wonderful thing and we had our very own up 
to the minute weather forecast from Barny’s 
iPhone and it wasn’t looking good. He had 
predicted the drizzle before the break for 
lunch and the forecast for the afternoon 
was persistent rain. With that knowledge, 
Malcolm, Barny and Nick decided to call it a 
day. How wise they were!! 

Lunch time is usually an opportunity to 
have a good look at all the cars but the 

light rain put paid to that.  However, I did get the opportunity to have a look at two very 
interesting cars belonging to Bernard Twist and Keith Barnes respectively.   Bernard had 
overcome his electrical issues which prevented him bringing the car along last year. His 
1275 GT with a Mini Spares 8 port head and single rail injection is impressive. The car is 
immaculate and a credit to all the hard work he has put into it. Unfortunately, the electrical 
gremlins had returned in the shape of an alternator problem. It wasn’t charging and with 
the battery getting dangerously low, he had to call it a day to make sure he was able to 
get home. Hopefully, it will be all sorted for a return next year. Keith’s car was something 
quite different and something new to me. I’ve seen all sorts of modern front wheel drive 
units fitted to Minis but never a Suzuki Swift 1.6 engine.  It’s all his own work and a well 
engineered job it is. It goes like a rocket too!

Barny Francis heads the queue 
for the next track session

John and David Kennedy waiting for the racing school instructor



Well, Barny’s weather forecast was spot on. Just as the afternoon 
session was about to start, down came the rain.  Everyone was a bit 
hesitant to go out, including me but I spotted Philip Brent at the head 
of the queue with John Kennedy behind.  I mentioned to John that he 
was well place behind Philip because he is the Rain Miester. “Follow 
Philip at a safe distance and he will show you the right way round in 
the wet” I said.  It gave me an idea and after a quick word around 
our members a queue of Minis formed up behind Philip and John. As 
Philip led us out, it was like Ducks and Drakes literally. Driving on 
a wet race track is an enlightening experience. You have to take it 
easy and even so, you can still feel the car moving around. It was a 
bit disconcerting though approaching the left hander before Tower 
Corner with my foot off the accelerator and aquaplaning. As the 
afternoon session progressed, more and more people were packing 
up and heading home. By 3:15 pm the last track session was called 
and I am pleased to say a few Minis went out.  

EVENTS

So, the day came to an early end. The track was deemed too wet 
to continue by the Castle Combe marshals. Despite the weather 
however, it was a great day and by all accounts everyone enjoyed it. 
Many thanks to everyone who came along and supported the event 
- entrants and spectators alike.  In all the years the event has been 
running, there have only been a few wet days, so I hope it has not 
put anyone off coming along next year.

I would also like to thank Bristol Pegasus Motor Club for inviting us 
to share the day and to all their officials for the smooth running of the 
event. I would also like to say a big thank you to the Castle Combe 
Marshals who braved the weather.      

Graham Robinson 
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Bernard Twist’s immaculate 1275GT

Bernard Twist’s 1275 GT engine bay

Keith Barnes Suzuki Swift powered Mini
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BRYAN PURVES 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryanpurves1@gmail.com 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm



This year’s Ham Sandwich Run took place on the 21st August 
with the start, once again, kindly hosted by Broad Oak MINI in 

Ashford. This year we had 33 teams at the start, all setting off with 
two sets of Tulip diagrams, one set covering the run from Ashford to 
the lunch stop, and the other to the finish point back in Ashford.

The morning route took the team’s cars through the countryside north 
of Ashford all on B roads across country to just south of Canterbury and 
to the Goodnestone Park house and gardens. A delightful setting for a 
picnic and the cars looked fantastic lined up at the house. Goodnestone 
house was built in 1704 and was used on many occasions by the writer 
Jane Austen. The romantic gardens were said to be inspirational to her 
work. After being fed and watered the chaps did the traditional look 
under each other bonnets and then onwards we pushed.  

EVENTS

By Justin Ridyard
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Ken Hunter ready for the off!

Group shot of all the entrants at Broad Oak MINI
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The run this year was special for one first timer, Primrose our first grandchild, she 
took the day in her stride and there is no doubt she’s a future Mini driver.

The teams made their way in the afternoon to the finish just outside of Ashford to the 
Farriers Arms at Mersham on some rather interesting back roads. The routes totalled 
63 miles with all the teams making it to the end point and were all still smiling. Prizes 
were presented for Navigation, Spirit of the Event and Best Teddy Bear at the lunch 
stop. All navigators were presented with commemorative coffee mugs as a reminder 
of the day along with the stickers and key rings in their run packs.

Works teams at the ready with two of the finest examples

Eve & Simon Joslin’s superb AJB 4B Monte Replica

Regulars on the Run now and last year’s winners, 
the Goldspring family

Shaun & Marie Gamage in their  
owned from new 1.3i Rover Cooper

Paul, Helen and Tom Winter’s delightful Mk1 S

Some of the teams enjoying the lunch stop
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Next year will see us move on to North Kent where we have a route in 
mind which will incorporate a breakfast start.

Justin Ridyard

We have arrived! My new Mk2 S looking gorgeous on the day thanks to 
Simon Joslin for his super human efforts in getting it ready for the event

Prim happy on her first Mini adventure

Overall winners of The Ham Sandwich Trophy Anne & John Mathews

Bear of the Day winner Tom Winter

Spirit of the Day winners Tom & David Arthur

MINIs at the picnic – once again a good mix of classic and modern variants on the run
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The Stone Classic Car Group’s Summer Tour 
By Geoff Bethel

Stone Classic Car Group  
Summer Tour 2016 ROUTE OVERVIEW 
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For a few months Pete Cresswell from the Mid Staffs region of the MCR had 
mentioned in his regional reports a ‘Summer Tour’ that he organises on 

behalf of the Stone Classic Car Group.  In addition to running the Mid Staffs 
Region Pete is also a member of the MG Car Club Midland Centre and he 
owns a very nice MGB Roadster.

The route of the tour was to include roads in the Staffordshire Moorlands, 
the Peak District and a small section in Cheshire.We thought it would be 
a nice event to do and sent in an entry form.  For a change Lesley and I 
decided to do the run in our 1953 MGTD (our Cooper has already done a 
couple of long tours this year so it was given a rest). However, there were 
six Minis entered including a very nice Minivan owned by Ian and Carole 
Potter and MCR’s own MkII Cooper S registrar Nick Hunter. Forty cars 
were entered with the oldest being a 1935 Riley Kestrel and the newest 
a 2015 Porsche. In between there was a Jaguar XK 150, an Austin Healey 
100/4, Triumph Stags, Minis of course and a good selection of old and more 
modern vehicles.

We started from the George & Dragon at Stone (the Mid Staffs group’s 
regular meeting place) after a very tasty bacon, egg and sausage roll and 
coffee. The Stone Town Mayor, Cllr Jim Davies flagged the cars away with a 
very large Union Jack flag. Stage 1 of the route was 28 miles long and took 
the cars roughly in a north easterly direction passing through the villages of 
Fulford, Froghall, Ipstones and Thorncliffe near Leek. As stated in the road 
book “As soon as you are on the other side of Stone the scenery just gets 
more and more impressive”. Ipstones dates from the 12th century, it has two 
conservation areas and several listed buildings. Morning coffee was at the 
Three Horseshoes Inn at Blackshaw Moor.

Stage 2, the longest at 47 miles was to take us through the Peak District 
National Park passing through the villages of Meerbrook, Wincle, Langnor, 
Butterton and Chelmorton.  First we passed over the Tittlesworth reservoir 
created between 1959 and 1963 to provide water for nearby Leek. Leaving 
Staffordshire we headed into Cheshire where the route took us over 
high moorland roads with extensive views. Then we went briefly through 
Derbyshire and back into Staffordshire via the village of Butterton with its 
picturesque ford (see photo). Then we went along what was an old railway 
track of the Leek and Manifold Valley Railway where we drove underground 
through a tunnel!  Finally, we drove through an area known as White Peak 
where there is evidence of ‘Strip Lynchets’ or primitive medieval fields. Lunch 
at the Bull l’th Thorn was homemade vegetable soup and a roll followed by a 
massive helping of apple crumble and custard with tea or coffee.

Stage 3 was 28 miles long all of which was in Derbyshire.  Villages included 
Monyash, Parwich and Tissington (ford 2). Just after leaving the lunch stop 
we started a lap of the proposed Parsley Hay Road Racing Circuit. Pete 
must have been busy researching the details of this circuit which would have 

Dave Black passing a group of admiring ramblers
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rivalled Le Mans. The proposed four mile straight would have been 
half a mile longer but the crashes at Le Mans and Dundrod during 
1955 meant that the proposed circuit was quietly dropped. There 
were lots of interesting facts included in the road book about the 
road race circuit and the route. Then we had tea and a scone at the 
Bentley Brook Inn, and a chance to look at some of the cars and talk 
to their owners in the sunshine.

Stage 4 was just over 35 miles taking us back to the George & 
Dragon via Osmaston, Ellestone, Hollington, Fole, Milwich and 
Stone. An unusual feature of this part of the route was the ‘drive 
through a house’ (see photo).  Then it was past the JCB factory 
and on to what was originally a Roman road that ran from Derby 
to Newcastle under Lyme. Hollington is famous for its stone which 
was used to construct the new Coventry Cathedral.  Soon we were 
back at the George & Dragon and all that was left to do was hand 
in our raffle ticket. Carole Nash Classic Car Insurance had donated 
a £40 voucher to spend on food and drink at the pub and this was 
won by Jeff and Hillary Dunn in car No. 9, a Karmann Ghia. Carole 
Nash also provided some bottles of Auto Glym products for further 
prizes, one of which was won by Nick Hunter.

The route was brilliant with good roads, great scenery, the road 
book was one of the best I have seen with just the right amount 
of information and well set out. Thanks Peter for a really well 
organised event. All being well we will be back next year, probably 
in the Cooper!

Geoff Bethel

Photos by Pete Cresswell, Keith Sharp,  
Paul Hipkiss and Phil Bateman

David Evans being pursued by a Stag

Ian Potter wading through the ford in his 1964 Minivan

Mathew Jones motoring along with his navigator waving

Nick Hunter being flagged off on the start 
of the tour by the Stone Town Mayor

Bob Needham going through a ford in a Mini
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Silverstone Classic 29th - 31st July
By Robert Clayson

Now in its 25th year, the Silverstone Classic as it is now known, 
is one of the largest historic festivals on the racing calendar and 

one of the most popular. With races for fourteen different classes of 
race car and three demonstrations appearing on most of the days it 
is held, it simply offers more race car action than any other event in 
the country.

Qualifying takes place on Friday running into the early evening. A full 
programme of racing follows over the next two days. One of the 
highlights is the Group C (Le Mans type sports cars from the late 80s 
and early 90s) race which carries on well into dusk on the Saturday 
evening. This year Sunday was billed as ‘Tin Top Sunday’ featuring a 
number of races for saloon cars.

The Silverstone Classic is not only about racing. Lots of car clubs have 
displays, including the MCR, some are huge others small. Then there 
are the usual trade stands, an auction, eateries, funfair and the list 
goes on. After the racing on Friday and Saturday music was available 
with The Stranglers appearing on Friday and Saturday saw The 
Boomtown Rats.

As with most historic race car events, the paddock and pit garages are 
all open to enable one to get close up to the cars. With the cars being 
assembled in the paddock prior to going out to race there’s a lot of 
noise and atmosphere.

Along with the Group C race we had races for Formula One cars 
from 1970 through to 1983, Can-Am and Interserie cars, Pre 
1966 Grand Prix cars, Formula Junior, Classic GT cars, again pre 
1966 and Historic Sports Cars. The majority had full grids and 
close racing.

There were four races for saloon/touring cars, three of which 
featured Minis or Mini derivatives. The JET Super Touring Car Trophy 
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A selection of cars on our stand

The Metro of Malcolm Harrison/Paul Taft  
about to be gobbled up by the remainder of the grid

Daniel Wheeler/Endaf Owens
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was the one non-Mini race; this featured Touring Cars from 1985 
through to 2000 Honda, BMW, Peugeot, Ford, Audi and more. These 
raced both on Saturday and Sunday.

The main race where Minis where involved was the John Fitzpatrick 
Trophy for under 2 litre touring cars. Qualifying was held in the damp 
on Friday and in mainly overcast conditions on Sunday morning. This 
50 minute, two-driver race featured a host of Ford Lotus Cortinas, 
a number of BMW 1800s, three Alfas and a gaggle of some nine Mini 
Coopers. Andrew Wolfe and Richard Meaden in one of the Cortinas 
won the race. With the first Mini home in 14th place for Daniel 
Wheeler and Endaf Owens.

The ‘Big Engine Touring Cars (Pre 1966)’ race was held over 
40 minutes on Sunday afternoon. Cars entered included Ford; 
Mustangs, Falcons and Galaxies. Bolstering up the entry was 
a number of Lotus Cortinas and Mini Coopers. The nature of 
Silverstone meant the bigger cars could romp away down the 
Hanger and Wellington Straights, but the Minis and Cortinas would 
catch them up around the more technical parts of the circuit. 
Ironically, on pole position for the race was Sean McInerney in 
his Cortina. Winner was Craig Davies in his ex Alan Mann Ford 
Mustang. In 5th was the first Cortina and 11th was the Mini of 
Jonathan Lewis and Martin O’Connell.

A 1275GT Mini Clubman in Datapost livery and three MG Metro 
Turbos were entered into the Historic Touring Car Challenge 

A Mustang heads a pair of Minis

Garry Wright

Jonathan Lewis/Martin O¹Connell,  
Daniel Wheeler/Endaf Owens followed by Rick Carlino

Giving Chase   Steve Jones after an Alfa, Golf and DolomiteSteve Jones
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(1966 – 1990). The GT was driven by Steve Jones and the 
Metros by Patrick Watts sharing with Nick Swift, Malcolm 
Harrison with Paul Taft and Till Bechtolsheimer. The car of 
Harrison and Taft qualified well in 17th place helped by the damp 
conditions for their practice session, with the Bechtolsheimer car 
in 27th place. Both very creditable seeing there were nearly 50 
cars taking part. 

Heading out on the first lap the Harrison/Taft car made it as 
far as Village and approaching The Loop it was engulfed by the 
remainder of the grid as it slowed to a halt with what looked like 
transmission failure. This brought out the Safety Car as it needed 
lifting away. The 1275 GT lasted till lap 5. The other two Metros 
finished with the Watts/Swift car in 33rd and the Bechtolsheimer a 
very well deserved 16th position.

It is sometimes difficult to decide what to do at this event as there 
is so much to see and do. Each year it gets bigger!

Robert Clayson

Jonathan Lewis/Martin O¹Connell ahead of  
Graham Churchill/Peter Baldwin

Nick Swift heads an RS2000

Mini chases Mustang Till Bechtolsheimer
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Celebrating 50 years of the Stewart & Ardern Minisprint
By Steve Burkinshaw

This year marks fifty years since Stewart & Ardern began marketing 
the Minisprint and Minisprint GT. Member Paul Fleetwood recently 

sent me some interesting information relating to the Minisprint which, 
as many of us know only too well, was a Neville Trickett creation. 
However, some may not know that in addition to sectioning Minis, he 
also developed a number of fibre-glass hotrods, popular in the 1960s, 
and called the Opus HRF. He was also responsible for creating the 
Shamal hovercraft and, being a skilled sculptor and artist, produced 
replicas of the Elgin Marbles! 

Neville was born in Manchester in 1936 to parents who ran a private 
school in Dorset and, as a result of war disruptions, he spent his 
formative years in various temporary billets. He ultimately became an 

army officer working in military intelligence in Malaya during the late 
fifties. During this time his interest in cars and motorsport grew ever 
stronger and it wasn’t long before Neville started racing Minis. Apart 
from modifying engines, he understood that keeping his car’s weight 
to a minimum would give him a big advantage over the competition 
and so he reduced the weight of his Mini to less than 460 kg. 

In the summer of 1965, after racing at Castle Combe, he met Geoff 
Thomas, a local businessman who also raced Minis and, in particular, 
a race Mini for Rob Walker, a local classic car garage owner. Geoff 
discussed the benefits of ‘sectioning’ cars that he’d seen undertaken on 
American hotrods which greatly reduced weight and frontal air-flow. 
With Neville’s sculptor’s eye, the first Mini body shell was cleverly 
chopped by him into horizontal layers which, when welded back 
together, became the famous Minisprint registered VPR 470. This car 
started out as a humble 1963 850 Mini. The body had 1.5” removed 
from above the waistline and 1.5” below. It was exported to America in 
the late 1960s and is now owned and been restored by Ant Hines, an 
ex-pat who lives in California. Ant flew this superb car over to the UK 
two years ago when it could be seen at Blyton Park and Beaulieu. It’s 
now back in L.A. with his Radford that’s undergoing restoration. 

Unfortunately, I have no official records on the number of cars that 
were converted into Minisprints but I am led to believe that around 
eighty Minisprints were produced between 1965 and 1966 under the 
initial title of the Walker GTS; the initials standing for Geoff Thomas 
Sprint. The first few cars were built in Parkstone, Dorset and, after 
outgrowing these premises, the operation moved to Westminster 
Garage in Wallisdown, near Christchurch. Geoff Thomas took over the 
Rob Walker Garage business at the start of 1966 and from then on the 
Minisprint was built in Corsley, near Warminster in Wiltshire. The cost 
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Neville Trickett's Opus Hotrod

First Rob Walker Minisprint now 
owned by Ant Hines

Original sales brochure for Minisprint from Geoff

Trickett's extra low Sprint, now in Japan and painted black

Neville Trickett in his garage in Northern France 
where he still converts customer’s cars into 
Sprint shells for them to finish off
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of each conversion on an owner’s Mini or Cooper in good condition 
was £85, which included a cut-down front screen, Perspex side and 
rear windows, together with a fibre-glass bonnet and boot lid. I’m not 
sure if a full re-spray was included. It’s hard to comprehend the prices 
of cars and parts in the present time compared with fifty years ago. 

At this time Stewart and Ardern proudly advertised the fact that they were 
the largest Morris distributors in the world, at a time when the UK was the 
world’s largest car manufacturer - how things have changed! Unfortunately, 
Stewart & Ardern were taken over by Henley’s in the seventies and the 
Henley’s name disappeared twenty years later. It was in the autumn of 1966 
when Stewart & Ardern of Berkeley Square, Mayfair in London announced 
their special Mini. To quote the opening paragraph of their sales brochure:

“ It’s different…..a unique and distinctive sports saloon--- the Stewart & 
Ardern MINI SPRINT is a car to ‘ turn heads ‘ wherever it goes.”

For me the Stewart & Ardern brand will always be synonymous with 
the Minisprint and I regret not having a camera with me outside their 
showroom in Temple Fortune, North London in 1966 where there 
stood a brand new Morris Cooper 1275 S Minisprint GT in silver. Until 
then I’d only seen pictures in magazines of this car.

They only converted new Cooper and S models and all of these were 
Morris badged. As with the Rob Walker cars, they were reduced in 
height by 3” with the top gutter kept intact. The GT version had the top 
gutter removed and was reduced by a further 1.25”. This was not quite 
as low as the Trickett race Sprint, which also featured a front sub-frame 
adapted in place of the rear sub-frame for improved cornering.

It was only a matter of time before I had the chance of buying my first 
Sprint in 1973, KYL 810D, a Rob Walker model. Coincidentally, I first 
spotted the dark blue car just one mile away from the Stewart & Ardern’s 
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S & A car owned by the taller Dr. Strauss
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My first Rob Walker Minisprint 
when owned by Mike Sturley

S & A 1967 Minisprint GT formerly 
registered OLO 701E but now in the States
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showroom and, soon after that, another Walker Sprint was parked on 
another driveway half a mile from the showroom - but I didn’t buy that 
one. I left a note on the blue Sprint in the hope that the owner would sell 

it. The owner, Dave Murphy, found the car difficult to drive after a bad 
road accident in a previous car and was pleased I showed such interest 
in Sprints. He introduced me to his friend and the car’s first owner, Mike 
Sturley, who subsequently sold me his 1967 Stewart & Ardern Morris 
Cooper Minisprint registered OLO 680 E. Later that year I bought 
another, this time an S, registration number OLO 701E - both cars were 
painted black during conversion. In between these rare cars, two more 
rarities arrived: another Rob Walker 1275 S, in bright orange and a 1964 
Hooper Austin 1275 S in Carriage brown with red leather and with a 
hatch back rear door conversion. I had great fun with the Cooper Sprint 
and drove it every day for a year before my brother-in-law bought it. 
Through the Exchange & Mart it was subsequently sold to an American 
who drove it around Europe for six weeks before exporting it back to 
California. Where is it now I wonder?

Mike Sturley went onto introduce me to John Carter based in 
Mildenhall, Suffolk, on the American Air Base there. A keen Mini 
follower, John bought my S Sprint which he used for several years in and 
around East Anglia. During this period I’d heard of an original Stewart & 
Ardern body shell in GT format painted in metallic blue. As a complete 
car, its first owner had been the Duke of Bedford. John bought the 
project for £100, but never got round to putting it back together and, 
after several years at Mildenhall, he returned with his family to the 
Mid-West. Just before he left, I was offered the shell for free, although I 
declined the offer as at that time I’d moved out of Minis. The shell was 
subsequently unfortunately scrapped. John still has the black GT car 
along with a number of other desirable Mk1 Coopers and Mini variants.

Around this time, I recall seeing an advert in the ubiquitous Exchange & Mart 
for a 1963 Rob Walker Minisprint Traveller, described as the Car and Car 
Conversions own build one from a wrecked Woody Traveller registration 
6654 KX. Rob Walker produced one or two similar cars and a Sprint Minivan 
which was their parts delivery vehicle. I bought the Traveller from the seller in 
Redditch without viewing it first; a big mistake! At the time it seemed a long 
way to travel and the seller agreed a free delivery. On close inspection I was 
alarmed by how much rust the Traveller had and one everlasting memory was 
that the  vinyl roof was sprayed on, with two tape lines from front to back 
stuck on to resemble the stitched roof effect!A second W& P Sprint in existence in the USA?

My Minisprint GT in 1996 in Mk2 look

My car in black, NGH 1D. The restoration was completed the night before first displayed at Ally Pally in 2004
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Two more Stewart & Ardern Minisprints were to follow the Traveller; 
as usual the Exchange & Mart started the link. I firstly spoke to a Dr. 
Strauss based at the Middlesex Hospital in North London, who was 
selling his 1968 Stewart & Ardern Minisprint 998 Cooper, painted 
dark graphite grey. I have forgotten the price I paid, but it was in 
quite nice condition and had just one owner. About six months 
later, another similar car was for sale advertised in the London 
Evening Standard. I was amazed to discover that the owner based in 
Bayswater was also a doctor and the brother of the other Minisprint 
owner. The second car, also a 998 Cooper, was black and not a GT, 
and was therefore slightly higher. This Dr.Strauss explained he was 
taller than his brother and preferred the extra headroom. 

Our editor Paul passed me a photo of a green Minisprint (see photo) 
apparently in the USA which he had seen on ebay. Years ago there was 
a similar car in white residing in the States. It may be the same car, but 
now in green, and certainly looks very smart. From the photo it has all 
the hall marks of a Wood and Pickett makeover, with an electric sun 
roof, quarter light front windows and luxury high-back seats. There is a 
very similar car I know of that's had a huge body kit added (looks awful) 
which I will feature in detail in a future issue. I had no idea WP converted 
more than one Sprint until Paul sent the photo.

I’ve corresponded with John Carter over the last forty years and his 
British wife still has family here who they visit and then call to see me. 
Twenty years ago, I asked John to keep me posted if a Minisprint or 
Radford came up for sale in the States. Soon after this, a 1965 LHD 
Radford hatch back arrived from New York State followed by a RHD 
Stewart & Ardern Minisprint GT, registration number NGH 1 D, from 
Los Angeles, California. The London registered 1275 S was imported 
to L.A. in 1972 and had a Mk2 makeover carried out by its previous 
owner and was painted Guards red. Despite its immaculate appearance 
in the photos I received, the bodywork had been badly patched up and 
a full restoration took me two and a half years to complete. It’s now 
been in regular use for twelve years. I have come full-circle in owning a 
Minisprint again and I wonder who will own it in fifty years time.

Steve Burkinshaw

www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

01376 574000 
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Classic Car  -  Modern Car  -  Classic 4x4 
Classic Military  -  Classic Bike  -  Classic Commercial

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great 
deal on your RENEWAL, our classic 

car policies deliver exceptional 
cover at very affordable premiums

Our ‘BEST’ Deal In 
CLASSIC MINI INSURANCE

Single Car 
Policies

Multi-Car 
Discounts

Modern & Classic 
Cars on One Policy* 

MCR Member Discounts

Special Rates 
for Collections 

FREE Agreed Value 

FREE Breakdown & 
Recovery 

All Minis 10 years 
& older

£75
 from

 50%
 up to

 Terms & Conditions apply

 PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers.  
*Subject to Insurers terms please ask for details

Triple C Minisprint Traveller

NGH displaying rectangular Cibie 
headlamps as fitted on most S&A cars



The restoration of my Morris Mini Cooper S
By Mike Bennett
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After a number of years rallying, the autotest bug bit me and a Mini 
was an obvious choice. In a pre-internet 1977, it was an advert in 

Motoring News that had us heading down to Dartford to buy a MkI 
Morris Cooper S from a then young Patrick Watts. Patrick went on 
to make his name on the race tracks, initially winning the Mini 850 
championship, before success in various one make series, and later in 
the BTCC as both a Mazda and Peugeot Works Touring Car driver.

The Cooper S was finished in Old English white with a black roof, but 
with a tasteful trimming of rust along the seams! It is a Mk1 Morris 
Cooper S 1275 first registered in March 1966 and left the factory in the 
previous November. The shell was solid but the mechanicals were in 
bits, all the interior trim was in place with the exception of the driver’s 
seat that had been replaced by a bucket version.

At the time we were renting a lock-up garage with no power, so all the 
work through the winter of 1977/78 had to be done during the hours 
of daylight with the doors open – it was cold! All the jobs requiring a 
power tool were saved up and a generator hired for the day.

The original engine was complete but one of the bores was scratched 
and as the block had been bored to 60 thou, it would require sleeves 
to be used and that was beyond our budget at the time and so an 1100 
engine was substituted. The other departure from standard was in 
the suspension, with autotesting in mind, the hydrolastic units were 
replaced with dry cones, this involved switching the front subframe but 
the rear was retained.

To tackle the surface rust, particularly in the engine bay cross-
member thanks to brake fluid spillage, a local sand blasting firm were 
approached. They agreed to blast the shell and re-paint it in return for 

advertising. All the glass, the boot, doors and bonnet were removed 
and hardboard panels made to block the apertures as the headlining and 
rear trim panels were left in place. The good news was that the sand 
blasting had not revealed any unexpected holes; the bad news was that 
the bonnet was rippled due to too heavy a pressure being used. 

By May ’78 the car was ready for its first event, now resplendent in a 
coat of blue paint. With no trailer and the Mini not registered for the 
road, a couple of brackets were attached to the front just below the 
bumper and an A-bar used to tow the car on its wheels which was a 
very nice way of getting to events. As our club was part of a national 
group, we visited events all around the country.

The car proved competitive, initially recording class and then overall 
wins at club level and then the same in regional championship events 
before moving on to the RAC and BTRDA national championships. 
There followed selection for first, the West Midland, and then the 
North West Inter-Association teams and, as a member of a Welsh 
motor club, we were selected for the Welsh team on International 
events in Ireland and England. Two of the most memorable events 
were in Ireland. The first was a ‘cross-roads’ autotest in the Wicklow 
Mountains on the public roads where the tests were spread around a 
15 mile course. Each test being carried out on a junction and between 
the banks of narrow lanes - it certainly sharpens your skills when you 
have to spin the car in a space not much wider than the car is long. 
The second event was an inter-association competition in Larne; in my 
class were Paddy Hopkirk and a very young Colin McRae, both whom 
finished further down the leader board.

During this period various changes were made to the car; one of the 
banes of an autotester is the handbrake. Unfortunately, the handbrake 

As bought with brake fluid damage

As bought with rust on seams

First attempt at a hydraulic handbrake

A post and panel assembly
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cables tend to stretch and with the short handbrake lever a lot of effort 
is required when using the handbrake. So, one of the mods was to swap 
the levers in the rear drums for a set from an Austin 1100 which made 
a slight improvement, later a hydraulic master cylinder was plumbed 
into the pipe to the rear sub-frame and that got round the stretched 
cables problem but still required a good pull of the handbrake lever. 
The ultimate solution was a replacement handbrake lever made from a 
two foot length of exhaust pipe – problem solved. Another change was 
to move up a class by fitting an engine and gearbox from a 1300GT.

By the mid 80s an all metal Mini was proving uncompetitive against the 
lightweight Minis that were appearing in the championships. It started 
with fibreglass bonnets and boot lids, then doors and even fibreglass 
front ends. In each case it was getting difficult for the championship 
organisers to draw a line as most of these changes could be a cheaper 
way of repairing a damaged Mini. However, the lightening didn’t stop 
there and rear wings, rear panels and roof panels were all swapped for 
thin fibreglass or aluminium. Perspex then replaced the glass and by this 
time all the interior trim had gone together with the rear seat/bulkhead 
itself. I had no wish to chop lumps out of my S so it was put to one side 
and a very light Mini with a 1380cc engine took its place.

Outer sill and doorstep removed

No bending required with the trolley

More air than metal in the sills

A post in and floor out

Nothing left of rear inner sill

A post clamped in place
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After a long time in hibernation, it was time to start the car’s long awaited 
restoration. The years had not been kind to the car and the floor in 
particular was in a sorry state as were the A posts and sills. On stripping 
the car the subframes were found to be in good order including the rear 
that is probably the original one fitted by the factory. Armed with a long 
shopping list we headed up to M Machine and returned with full length 
floor sections with sills already attached; heal board, cross-member, A 
posts and panels, wings, an S front panel and various other smaller items. 
With hindsight, it would have been better to buy the complete floor as 
the centre tunnel turned out to be worse than expected. 

Bracing steel was added to prevent distortion and the shell mounted on 
a spit so that work could start on the floor. To keep as many reference 
points as possible, the near side sill and A post were tackled first, and 
so the outer sill, door step and A post were cut out. The A post is a 
complicated area comprising a box section made up of three parts; the 
inner wing, the inner A panel with the hinge support brackets and the 
outer A panel. As the inner wing was retained, the box section had to 
be made up with a closer panel before the assembly was then welded 
into place. As the A panel supports the door, this was bolted in place 
with the correct gaps all around the door before the welding started. 
With the A post/panel in place and the position of the inner sill/A post 
join marked, the nearside floor was removed, but the centre tunnel and 
cross member were left in place. The spot welds were then drilled out 
of the toe and heal boards before a thin cutting disk parted the floor 
pan from the tunnel. The bottoms of the rear bins were well past their 
best so they were cut out along with the lower section of the rear wing, 
which made access to the rear section of the sills much easier.

It was at this point that the folly of leaving the centre tunnel in place 
was realised, with hindsight it would have been better to have had the 
shell blasted before work started on the welding. When a wire brush 
was taken to the centre tunnel its suitability as a colander was realised, 
so that too had to be cut out and the replacement welded in before 
the floor sections could be fitted. Rather than weld the centre tunnel to 
the existing heal board, the rear subframe was bolted in place and then 
bolted to the boot floor with some packing pieces so that the old heal 

New floor pan section

Centre tunnel even worst under the cross member

Rear subframe acts as reference for heal board

Heal board partially removed

New centre tunnel clamped in place

New cross member, centre tunnel, half floor and lower bin in place
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board could be drilled out and the replacement welded in place using 
the subframe as the reference.

Being keen to rebuild the car as it was made, a spot welder was used for 
all the seams, the join between the floor and the toe board is quite a reach 
and so extension arms were required. Incidentally, weld-through primer 
was used on the panels before they were clamped together with body pins.

The same procedure was used for the offside floor panel and then the 
cross-member and centre tunnel could be removed. The centre tunnel 

was spot welded to both the toe and heal boards and work started on 
seam welding the floor pans to the tunnel. However, at this point the 
day job got in the way and the resto stalled for a while. Then another 
project took priority and to the extent that the shell was put into 
storage to keep it out of the way. So, just like this article is shaping up, 
returning the S to its former glory will be a story in instalments.

Watch this space for future instalements.

Mike Bennett

Centre tunnel and floor pinned prior to slit tin for abut welding

North West Inter-Association Team

A-bar towing the S to an event

In action at the Plymouth Hoe Autotest

Nearside floor, centre tunnel and A post in position
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Apart from what has already been described in last month’s 
Old Cooper Stuff, the 1960 Earls Court Motor Show had 

another poignant moment when BMC’s Development Engineers, 
Jack Daniels and Chris Kingham, were on their way to visit the 
show. Chris was enthusiastically driving what was apparently a red 
prototype Mini Cooper that wore trade plates, tending to mean 
that it wasn’t Cooper’s YOK 250, whereas Jack, however, was in a 
standard car. But I say enthusiastically because Chris’ antics were 
spotted by someone in the trade and word got back to BMC’s 
then Executive Chairman, Sir Leonard Lord.

Around a month after Earls Court, there was another high profile 
event happening with John Cooper writing of his favourable mood 
towards the Mini. England’s Autosport magazine had the gig to 
produce the race programme for the 20th November 1960, US 
Grand Prix at Riverside including a 3 page feature by John Cooper 
titled ‘Racing – and the production car’ with comments like “The 
roadholding and general handling of the “Minis” has astonished most 
of the world’s racing drivers and has given us seriously to think down 
Surbiton way.” This feature also appears in the 1960/61 Autosport 
annual. So, reading between the lines, this all helps build a picture 
that there was something on the go at Surbiton and further north 
in the Midlands – at BMC and the likes of Lockheed.

John Cooper’s persuasive ways had managed to get Lockheed’s 
Jack Emmott to develop some tiny disc brakes to fit within the 
confines of the 10 inch Mini wheel in a period when disc brakes 
on production cars weren’t exactly plentiful in any size, let alone 
with such small wheels. Like John Cooper, Jack had many years 
of motor racing involvement, in his case with the likes of the 
modified ex-Scuderia Ferrari, pre-war Alfa Romeo-based, Multi-
Union. Of course, Lockheed had been extensively involved with 
the sport for many years too. 

We can be thankful Jack and Lockheed’s engineers took on 
the challenge with the 7 inch disc brake setup, although much 
maligned ever since, often by those having not driven a car with 
them and usually judged by more modern standards. Correct 
though, the first incarnation of the caliper was less than ideal but 
they needed a starting point for them to continue development. 

Of course, Michael ‘Ginger’ Devlin is a man we should also 
celebrate in Mini Cooper folklore. Ginger spent many years 
with Cooper and is a major player in the background of their 
history, amongst which is time spent with the Cooper Racing 
Drivers’ Training Division and that of the Mini Cooper – especially 
Cooper’s Mini racing activities. But when it comes to John Cooper 
getting him to modify the early Austin Seven ‘YOK 250’, precious 
little is written down. In the 1999 edition of Doug Nye’s Cooper 
Cars tome, Ginger had finally been tracked down to contribute 
a little towards the Mini Cooper chapter. That edition quotes: “I 
have very little memory of the first Mini Cooper. It was a job I fitted 
in between working on Jack Brabham’s Formula One car. It wasn’t 
possible to graft a Formula Junior engine to a Mini, so I guess that all 
I did was to tune the engine using Formula Junior parts.” In fairness, 
most of us have little recollection of many of the tasks we perform 
during our working life too. We just get on with it, like Ginger did 
with that project. Also worth adding is his take on the remote 
control gearlever: “Since we were making a sporting car, we needed 
a remote gear lever and I guess that Jack Knight made it for us.” 
Very much feasible given the amount of work they undertook 
for Coopers, but another company obviously made them for 
production (see advert). 

During the early stages of BMC and this ‘Cooper’ Mini caper, it 
was given the internal project number of ADO50, a period not 
without a few hiccups, and perhaps just a bit too much haste to 
get the car to fruition.
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Cooper Car Company’s Michael ‘Ginger’ Devlin, 
although shown here in the Britax Cooper era

BMC’s MD and Deputy Chairman, George Harriman at the time 
of ADO50 development. He took over from Sir Leonard Lord as 
Chairman less than 2 months after the car’s release



In early November 1960, Alec Issigonis issued a memo regarding 
the desired production specifications set out as John Cooper 
and Ginger Devlin’s original build for the ‘hotted up’ Mini and a 
production target of 20 cars per week by March 1961. This was 
somewhat ambitious given all the pieces of the jigsaw had to fall into 
place with the commissioning of three factory prototypes for Jack 
Daniels to oversee and the necessary engineering and component 
suppliers required to bring ADO50 components to production. 

Obviously Alec Issigonis saw reason when BMC’s Works Manager, Bill 
Davis, advised him that, through December 1960 correspondence 
instigated by then BMC’s Chief Buyer, Joe Greatorex, March was not 
feasible and a timetable of June 1961 would be more realistic. That 
too, history tells was still not achievable.

At the time of ADO50 development and ultimate release, Sidney 
V Smith essentially held the office Alec Issigonis would take over 
in November 1961, although the designated title would be slightly 
different – Smith known as Engineering Co-ordinator whilst ‘Issi’ 
became Technical Director. As such, Smith had his say in late January 
1961 on what had originally been destined to be an Austin only 
model: “the car, so far designated as being within the Austin range, 
should be produced as both an Austin and a Morris, with split of two 
to one in favour of Austin.” Either way it was Austin favouritism, but 
when you consider going with the one brand meant less tooling 
for 2 sets of grilles, badges and any other distinguishing features 
they might require, the accountants would have preferred the first 
option. But the Nuffield/Morris dealer network would not have 
been very happy to miss out altogether on their piece of the pie!

The Austin only version had obviously been an early decision during 
the ADO50 project gathering momentum. It also tends to give 
some credence that early on George Harriman and his Corporation 
seriously underestimated BMC’s ability to produce these cars as 
‘mass’ production for the distributors and dealers to find willing 
customers. In fairness though, early ‘Mini’ sales were slow to gather 
popularity and this was, again, more new territory being travelled in 
packaging such a car. The initial target being just 1000 units to help 
meet the car’s first FIA homologation requirements for the ‘Touring 
Class’ category of motor sport at the time. The BMC and Cooper 
agreement settled on a modest royalty of £2 per car produced – in 
John Cooper’s favour. That certainly doesn’t sound much nowadays, 
but in 1961 it was two quid out of what would eventually be 
announced as a £679/7s/3d selling price, although taking out the 
then government’s tax slice of £214/7s/3d meant BMC shared part 
of just £465 with the dealers. The government was on a winner 
regardless and John Cooper had £2,000 to enjoy! Well, maybe a bit 
extra – after that modest target of 1,000 units was exceeded just 
a little. News came of 9,990 units having been built by the end of 
June 1962, as published in the 13th July 1962 Autocar. Despite the 
ongoing payments, there was, of course, the benefit of some serious 
prestige for BMC having secured The Cooper Car Company, two 
times F1World Constructors’ Champions with this collaboration – 
and no expensive retainer.

So, June 1961 was the new target, but still as late as the last week 
of April, Jack Daniels was dealing with correspondence with 
BMC’s engine designer, Bill Appleby: “ADO50 as we understand is 
scheduled for announcement in June 1961 and as yet no Pilot Vehicles 
have been produced as a check on the production drawings…”  
Indeed no emails back then, and a full week later Jack received 
an unsympathetic response from BMC’s Chief Car designer, Ben 
Benbow regarding why production drawings were issued before 
the project had a proven Pilot build car. It was obviously a classic 
case of everyone ‘under the pump’ and not made any easier by 
BMC’s Publicity Department having decided to issue a date for the 
new model’s press release. Fortunately for all concerned it was 
slightly later again, July 1961.

More of the ADO50 jigsaw next month…

Stephen Dalton

Can I just say a quick thank you to Cliff Porter and his efforts with 
the Cooper 70th anniversary at Prescott and for sending me a 
copy of the programme. Much appreciated.
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The power group – Alec Issigonis, Bill Appleby, Daniel Richmond and 
John Cooper. Daniel from Downton gaining entry to Issigonis’ elite 
group with his early developments of the 997 power unit

Theo Page’s inside view of the ADO50 997 mechanicals
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conversion kits he had been selling in large numbers to the Japanese, 
showing just how popular a Rover Cooper would be. After an absence 
of near thirty years, John commented that he was delighted to see Mini 
Coopers on the production line once more. Amen to that.

Following from our bit of free publicity for Beaulieu, the next article 
was all about the launch of the new Rover Cooper – after that 
gap of thirty years mentioned earlier. The scribe, Ian Elliott, now 
a production engineer at Rover, remembers when he worked as a 
student on the early Longbridge production line, recalling the buzz 
(literally) when in 1961 the Mini Cooper was launched. He also 
commented that back in 1979, just after the Mini's 20th birthday 
celebration had died down, he’d never have foreseen that a re-launch 
would happen in 1990.

Catalyst Magazine

Once more we are indebted to Philip 
Splett for coming to the rescue and 

sending in another interesting contribution 
to the Archive – where would we be 
without you Philip. This time Philip 
has sent the relevant Mini pages from 
a publication that I’ve not seen before 
call Catalyst. An internet search found 
numerous titles called Catalyst magazine 
but none seemed to be specifically 
motoring orientated but no matter, the 
pages culled from the issue Philip had are 
all about Minis and the Mini Cooper.

Because of the content, my guess is the magazine dated from around 
1990 as the text mentioned that Paddy Hopkirk had just won the Pirelli 
Classic Marathon – well he did that in his own car, 6 EMO in 1990. It 
also had an article about the launch of the Rover Cooper, so my guess is 
this edition was likely to be from around that time.

The first article was a couple of pages about our very own National Day 
at Beaulieu. The writer, using rather flowery descriptions, comments 
well on our National Day and name drops several people, whom I must 
confess were not known to me, nor are indeed members of the MCR 
these days, or never were, having searched the membership database. 
High spot was however, that both John Cooper and Jack Daniels were 
there on that day – as they always were whenever they could - neither 
sadly still with us and both sadly missed. John was, of course, commenting 
very enthusiastically on the re-launch of the Mini Cooper, which he was 
instrumental in making happen in no small way – largely because of the 
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John Cooper and Jack Daniels at Beaulieu along with others – 
who are they, anyone know?
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What was the reason for the re-launch? Well, much as John Cooper had 
said, Rover discovered they had a market for the car and would rightly 
capitalise on the car's competition heritage, realising that the car was 
a classic in its own lifetime. In 1964 the first Monte Carlo Rally win for 
Paddy Hopkirk still endures to this day. Further, despite the calamitous 
Leyland days, when the Cooper and Competitions Department ceased 
to exist, things did ultimately change for the better.  Graham Day, 
who became Chairman of Austin Rover in 1986, acknowledged the 
importance of customer power and over turned plans to discontinue the 
Mini.  He proudly stated that if customers still wanted to buy the Mini and 
it could be sold at a profit, then it would continue in production.

However, bringing back the Mini Cooper was a further step. The 
breakthrough came in 1989 with Rover recognising it had a unique 
marketing opportunity simply because no other car had the charisma 
and competition heritage of the Mini Cooper and certainly no 
comparable classic with a base car and power unit was still in volume 
production. The buoyant Japanese market was the icing on the cake 
and a decider in the re-launch of the Rover Cooper. The 1990 Rover 
Mini Cooper, for many customers around the world, would literally be 
a car without equal.  

It was also recognised that without the kudos gained by the Mini 
Cooper in competition on rallies and races, the Mini would never have 
gone on to break so many production and export records – the five 
millionth Mini was built in 1986 and over half of all Mini production 
went to the export market. 

It was then but a simple step to engage, yet again, the services of 
John Cooper to develop the 1275cc A series engine for the new car. 
Most work was, of course, well in hand with Coopers already selling 
conversion kits to happy customers – now it would further all come 
under the Rover banner. A Cooper S version was also to follow from 
John Cooper and this came with a Rover guarantee to boot.

Mini Cooper Register | 39

New legislation that the re-launched car now had to comply with (rules 
that were not around in 1961) did mean some changes, but all were 
relatively easy to overcome and, of course, the new car benefitted from 
both bigger brakes and a brake servo - both missing on the early Mini 
Coopers of 1961. The car now had 50% more power than its early 
predecessor and this was now a car for our times once more. 

Just to reinforce how influential the Mini's competition record 
had on the car's appeal and popularity, the article listed the 
headline saloon car championships that the Mini won and then an 
even longer list of the main International rally wins that the Mini 
achieved. The article also had a little side note on the relevant 
time-line of the Mini from 1959 to the then current date of 1990, 
when the Rover Cooper was launched.  Just as an aside, they also 
commented on GRX 195D – this being the 1000 Lakes winning 
car driven by Timo Makinen in 1967. This had just been sold at 
auction for a sizable £71,500. Remember this was 1990 and a quick 
calculation on Money Supermarket.com shows that today, that sum 
would be £113,600!

Robert Young



Old Stager Championship Round 5 - Carfax Stages
By Peter Horsburgh

COMPETITION

All the top Mini Cup contenders were there led away by Clive King, 
who is one point behind Adrian Kermode in the standings. With only 
four rounds to count, those teams who have scored on each round will 
start dropping their lowest score, with this round and two more on the 
Isle of Man to come.

Clive King/Anton Bird (Car 27) and Jim Brindle /Sam Bould in the Mini 
Clubman set the early pace closely followed by Pete Ellerby and Shane 
Gamble, with those four leading the Minis after 4 stages. We solved our 
clutch and brake issues after the first 2 stages but were still rusty after 
a long lay-off and not on our usual pace (Car 34). Follow link below to 
see YouTube in car footage of our struggle on stage 1: https://youtu.be/
YNvyKMr8eCw.

The cars were beginning to suffer in the heat, the temperature now 
28 degrees and Adrian Kermode’s run came to an end on stage 4 
with a hole in the gearbox resulting in no oil! Andrew O’Hanlon 
was suffering with high engine temperatures until the engine cried 
enough with only 2 stages to go - another hole in the gearbox. 
Pete Ellerby had a succession of issues with the fuel pump, then 
the condenser and finally a broken driveshaft finishing what was an 
excellent run up until stage 7.

At the front the fight was very close with Clive King and Jim 
Brindle only 1 or 2 seconds apart on each stage. Clive hung on to 
take the Class win by only 12 seconds after 70 miles and 10 stages  
and finished an amazing 23rd overall. Shane Gamble with Max 
Freeman (Car 33) had a very strong run to win class H1 ahead of 
Paul Price/James Seymour and ourselves finishing 3rd in class and 
5th Mini.

Stuart Hart/ Catherine Farrell (Car 57) finished 3rd in class H2 and 6th 
Mini home in the Mini Clubman GT.

Nineteen historic crews out of an entry of seventy made the trip to 
a very hot, 28 degrees Throckmorton airfield near Worcester for 

the 5th round of the championship, including 12 Mini crews contesting 
the Mini Cup. Ten stages were to be completed during the day, with 
each covering 7 miles of long straights and some very tight corners, see 
layout below.

We had missed the last 2 rounds while the engine and gearbox 
were rebuilt and a Minispares 4 pin diff replaced the Quaife LSD 
to, hopefully, give us a more stable car over the undulating and 
twisty stages on the Isle of Man next month. Initial testing looks 
favourable but the open diff gave no advantage on the flat stages at 
Throckmorton airfield.
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COMPETITION

Preview of Final 2 Rounds- Rally Isle of Man  
15th to 17th September

This year there are no fewer than 22 Minis entered, double the number from last year in a field of 
nearly 170 crews with it all to play for in the Mini Cup, between Clive King and Adrian Kermode 
in MC3 and MC2, and Paul Taylor in MC4. Into the mix this year come the super quick Irish 
crews of Ray Cunningham and Mervyn Johnston, both drivers with many wins to their credit. 
Local Manx crew of Glen Leece/John Tarrant are looking to dust off the cobwebs and show what 
local knowledge can do. We are delighted again to welcome 4 crews from Japan making their 
annual pilgrimage to their favourite rally destination and adding a real international flavour to the 
Mini line up.

Whether we can match our class win of last year is a big ask but the car is well prepared and the 
mods this year should make us quicker than 2015. Watch this space!

Thanks to Andy Manston at M and H Photography and Kevin Baldwin from Start Line Media 
for the action pictures.

Peter Horsburgh

Mini Cooper Register | 41

Cooling the car, helmet and balaclava between stages
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JMO 969D for sale again

By the time that you read this, JMO 
969D will either have found a new 
owner or will be on its way back to 
Switzerland. Once again Coy's of 
London have been entrusted to find a 
buyer for it. You may recall that early 
in December of last year, JMO 969D 
was offered for auction by Coy's, with 
a ludicrous reserve price of between 
£120,000 and £150,000 - and without 
a V5. This car is, in my humble opinion, 
quite the worst Ex-Works car to come 
to the market for as long as I can 
remember. From memory of seeing the 

car, on Swiss plates at Beaulieu many years ago, it had not changed 
much from when I saw it then. The auction photos back in December 
show nothing has changed since - or from those that I had been sent 
a few years back when the car was being offered privately. The set 
of photos the owner sent me late last year were, again, showing just 
what a poor example the car was. Clearly, nothing has been done to 
correct the car in any way in the intervening nine months either.

The car is also condemned, in many people's eyes, because the 
car has been reshelled (into an earlier surf blue body). I see no 
problem with the car being re-shelled. Works cars, and this one is no 
exception, lived a very hard life when at Abingdon, especially if we 
remember JMO’s last event was a second place on the Scottish Rally 
with Ytterbring at the wheel. It would have been very tired by then 
prior to being sold onto Rob Lawrence. He too used the car to good 
effect and I’m sure somewhere along the line it was re-bodied again 
perhaps into the early Surf blue shell it now has. However, when a car 
is re-shelled, it seems to me that it should at least be rebuilt correctly. 
JMO, at present, sadly has little to commend it. I can see very little 
that is correct for a Works car – even the red paint is the wrong 
colour. None the more for that, it does have continuous history and, 
despite it clearly laying untouched for many years and completely 
incorrect in so many ways, it does now have its V5c.

Of course, Coy's glowing auction patter describes the car in wonderful 
terms and their comments can only be, at best, based on lack of 
knowledge and being led by the seller. To quote Coy's “It is truly a 
fantastic example..........”  The asking price bracket is now between 
£100,000 and that whopping £150,000 - both ludicrous figures for an 

exceedingly poor car.  I dread to think how much it would cost to build 
this car correctly – you would have to start from scratch and source a 
tremendous number of rare and expensive parts.

Although last year it was reported that the car initially sold for a 
staggering £116,040 inclusive of premium and VAT, it seems that was 
incorrect. And I say that kindly as I suspect bids were being ‘pulled 
off the wall’ to increase the sale price - as it actually found no buyer. 
I’d like to think common sense would prevail and the car heads 
back home without being sold but, with the value of Works Minis 
ever heading northwards, it wouldn’t surprise me if one ill-informed 
purchaser steps forward and buys it. As the saying goes “let the buyer 
beware”. By now you will know the answer to that question.

Camshaft choice

I don’t make a habit of writing about my own cars here, as I’d 
rather write about other cars but thought that I’d share the latest 
development undertaken with my BJB 77B. The engine was built 
exactly, and in every detail, the same as when it competed on the 
Tour de France in 1964. Being fortunate to have the Abingdon Build 
sheets for both of its events, the Alpine and the Tour de France, I was 
determined to build the engine correctly. That, indeed, meant building 
it as a 970cc, bored out to 999cc and also fitting it with a full race 
(AEG649) camshaft coupled to with a 3.9 diff. When I built the engine 
down at Swiftune's a while back, everyone, but everyone advised me 
against fitting the 649 cam with such a small capacity engine. However, 
I was not to be deflected – if Makinen used it, it was good enough 
for me. With the cam fitted, the engine produced a superb 92bhp on 
Swiftune's dyno but, alas, the torque curve was both very low and, 
indeed, had an unpleasant hole in it at around 5,500 rpm. Undaunted, 
despite Nick Swift trying his level best to improve the lamentable 
torque curve, we drew stumps and decided to see what it drove like.

Once finished and driven over a few hundred miles, I must confess 
to have been disappointed with the lack of torque and also the poor 
road behaviour of the car. In truth, the car had nothing, absolutely 
nothing below 3,000 rpm and to pull away meant putting at least 
4,500 rpm on the revcounter to get away cleanly – not the most 
sociable of things to do away from traffic lights. Having said that, once 
going, it really flew and I can imagine on the many race circuits driven 
on that Tour de France, the engine build was just perfectly suited to 
those conditions – but not, unfortunately, for sensible road use.
After further discussions with Nick Swift, I took the car over and he 
had a further play with needles and timing - even taking the car, with 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Lars Ytterbring in JMO on the 1968 Scottish so nearly swiping a gatepost.

Rob Lawrence and David Stephenson on the 1971 Motoring News 
Dubonnet Rally still with the same JMO bodyshell where they finished 
7th.  The event was won by Will Sparrow in his Mini Clubman.
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me in the passenger seat, for a white knuckle ride around the lanes of 
Kent (he had more faith in my rather old Dunlop CR65s than I did!). We 
then decided it would be best to admit defeat and change the camshaft 
to a milder one. This was a difficult decision as I’d been determined 
the engine should be 100% correct. However, with a prospective run 
on the Minis to Monte looming and with the experience I’d gleaned 
recceing the route with Peter Moss, to produce the roadbook, I was 
well aware of the many hairpin and climbs I’d have to do and, unless I 
was to attack each and every hairpin with heaps of revs, the event was 
going to be exceedingly hard work, plus a lot of volume from Lesley 
occupying the navigator’s seat!

So out came the engine and it was back to Swiftune the next day. 
To ensure all was well with the engine, it was put on the dyno and 
power tested with the 649 cam (which was in fact the Swiftune 
SW23 cam). Still on the dyno, Nick Swift took off the rockers and 
push rods, and then the end pulley and timing gear to allow the cam 
to be slid out once the cam followers were removed. The selected 
cam was to be the SW10, which is equivalent to the old BMC 544 
cam, which I believe was the old race cam in the early days for the 
smaller engines, so it should work well. Nick carefully re-timed the 
camshaft and it was all put back together to be run in once more. 
After twenty minutes or so it was time to open it up and see what it 
would produce. Hearing and witnessing your engine on the dyno at 
8,000 rpm is still an experience!

Here came disappointment number two. I really had lost a good 
chunk of top end power, down by almost 10bhp and the torque curve 
although flatter was still relatively low. So, with a heavy heart I put 
the engine back in the car and tentatively drove it down the road the 
next day. To my delight and relief, the car was immediately easier 
and more tractable to drive – far more responsive lower down and 
I could at last pull away without mimicking the start line at Brands 
Hatch. I could even, well just, drive at 3,000 rpm in 4th gear and very 
gently open the throttle and pull away. With the SW10 in the small 
engine, the car now drives in a very similar way to my 1330cc replica 
with its 649 cam – perfectly tractable and easy to drive..........but what 
I really miss is the power and torque of the bigger engine! All I had 
to do now was have another white knuckle ride in the car with Nick 
again at the wheel whist he satisfied himself all was well. At the end of 
the test drive his verdict was he loved the car and commended it to 
be a really nice handling car - which was very gratifying.

The concluding test on whether I’d made the right choice was 
on the event the following weekend when we entered the Kent 
Region’s Ham Sandwich Run and over 100 odd miles of quite 
undulating (well for Kent anyway) lanes, the car was a joy to drive. 
So, despite the drop in power, I feel it was the right choice and a 
sensible trade off for the work the car will have to do in the Alps in 
October. I should have listened to the experts in the first place and 
saved myself a lot of work! Thanks to Nick Swift and all at Swiftune 
- next stop is Monte Carlo.

Robert Young

New camshaft installed in the engine on Swiftune's dyno having 
its timing set before it is fired up
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As you may have noticed, there are a number of things that get 
my gander up, and one that I don’t think I haven’t mentioned 
previously is the supposed ‘concourse restoration’ that dealers 
and private sellers alike often mention in advertisements. A 
concourse is defined as “a large open area inside or in front of a 
public building” - Kings Cross station has recently had a concourse 
restoration and very nice it looks too. However, a car can undergo 
a restoration to concours condition, concours being derived from 
concours d’elegance.

One such concours restoration and still on a slightly Germanic 
tack, I had a couple of enquiries about what seems to be the 
world’s most expensive Morris 970 S. AKK 938B was originally 
an August 1964 built car that had been in Germany for many 
years but, prior to that, it had a racing career here in the UK. 
Suffice to say it is advertised with the usual dealer hyperbole of 
“truly exceptional, matching numbers” etc. etc. when the reality 
is in fact a poorly detailed car built around a 1966/67 bodyshell; 
they’ve even had the gall to copy the 970 specific description 
from the MCR website. Now repatriated, it has been for sale 
since the beginning of the year with the dealer hoping for nearly 
£60k! Surprisingly, or perhaps not, it has failed to sell at that price.

Thanks to Chuck Heleker, one of my regular correspondents 
from across the pond, for trying to get to the bottom of the US 
spec rear seat lap belt mountings that I mentioned a while back. 
The mountings were introduced from early July 1966 although 
it doesn’t seem that BMC had to actually fit a belt as the rules 

Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

Following on from last month’s report, 
I had a call from another well-known 
early 1071 S owner, the legend that is 
Barrie Williams. Barrie was a tad miffed 
that I had not included him in the list 
of early sporting owners but that was 
because Barrie is still very well known 
and very much with us!

For those not in the know, Barrie 
took delivery of a very early 1071 S in 
mid June 1963 however, this was not 
his famous rally car, 120 MNP, but an 
earlier example registered 476 KWP. 

This was a red and black Austin but 
Barrie only had it for a very short time 

before it was stolen by a couple of youths who were trying to get to 
Ireland. The car was crashed into a tree and was probably one of the 
first Ss to be stolen and written off.

Barrie tells me the insurance company paid out promptly but because 
Ss were in short supply he had to wait until November to take 
delivery of the S he will forever be associated with, namely, 120 MNP. 
Barrie went on to win the 1964 Welsh International Rally together 
with the very able assistance of John Griffiths in the navigator’s seat – 
the first international victory for the Mini Cooper S.

I did receive by email, a copy of an article from a German magazine 
about the investment potential of the Cooper S, which included a 
picture of 732 HOP in its early days with a false colour wash which 
had given the car a pea green sort of colour. Looking rather travel 
stained, the window catch gaskets would indicate to my little eye that 
they were still the chrome metal type which, on this car, had been 
replaced with plastic ones by August 1963.

Simon Wheatcroft

AKK 938B in race action at Mallory Park in the mid 1960’s

Do not adjust your eyes, 732 HOP received this unusual colour 
treatment in a recent German article

AKK 938B today apparently looking “truly exceptional” – how 
many differences can you spot?

The winning trio at the end of the 1964 Welsh Rally
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Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

What a glorious year it has been so 
far! Hopefully, many of you have been 
out and about enjoying your Coopers, 
although probably having to deal with 
scorching hot vinyl car seats in these 
extra hot temperatures is not the most 
pleasant thing!

Firstly, an update from Richard 
Humphrey on his project JAD 590D. 
This Austin 998 Cooper was built in 
around the middle of 1966 and was 
finished in Island blue with an Old 
English white roof, a chance purchase 
at the Beaulieu Mini Cooper show after 
hearing fellow member Peter Hicks 

wanting to sell this car. Over to you, Richard:

“Having retired I thought a project would be a good idea, a barn find 
Cooper was found and brought back home about three years ago. 
Progress has been steady and the bodywork is nearing completion. 
The engine has been rebuilt - all the machining was entrusted to 
the Southam Mini and Metro Centre and a very good job they did. I 
would recommend them.

seemed to vary from state to state until January 1968 when it 
became a federal requirement.

That’s all for this month.
 
Simon Wheatcroft

The inside view of the US spec rear belt mountings

Richard’s  car’s 998cc engine prior to a rebuild

The bodywork was very rusty in all the usual places, but under each 
wing and the underside of the floor was covered in some sort of gunk 
to which much mud had stuck. The car had previously belonged to a 
farmer, so you can imagine what else was also stuck there!

Photos show progress so far and I hope to be painting it next spring. 
Genuine panels have been used throughout wherever they are 
available, so when finished the car will be as original as possible. I shall 
send an update when the paint is finished and final assembly is about 
to start.”

Many thanks Richard for your update. Some recent notifications 
have come via the club’s website, so thanks also go out to Derek 
Richardson with KHV 585D and also Peter Burbidge with FAM 
340D - perhaps you could send in some words and photos as well if 
possible  telling us about your cars.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

Richard’s car in as bought condition looking pretty solid

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

I've been using my Mk11 S quite a lot over 
the summer, mainly short trips but the 
occasional longer run. On one of these 
longer runs I thought I noticed a rumbling 
noise from the gearbox on the over run 
in 4th gear. I ignored it at first thinking it 
was just road noise and in an attempt to 
dismiss it as just 'Mini paranoia’ simply 
opened the sliding window a bit more 
to allow wind noise to drown it out. 
However, after a particularly spirited run 
(with the windows shut) I couldn't ignore 
it any longer, remedial action was clearly 
needed. 

Friends’ diagnosis ranged from idler bearing 
to layshaft wear but obviously the only way to really find out was to 'pull' 
the engine and box, split it, and find out the cause. I duly booked EWA 
in at my local Mini specialist Minimine, with instructions to phone me as 
soon as they knew what was wrong. After an anxious wait, when the call 
came there was good and bad news. The bad news was that the layshaft 
was, indeed, worn together with the large input bearing (see photos) 
which when spun sounded like one of those old open bearing roller 
skate wheels. The good news and particularly as the box is the original  
3 syncro unit was the rest of the box was in very good condition, even 
down to the baulk rings which appeared to be the originals which is quite 
amazing. Ever since I've had the car, 2nd gear has always been reluctant 
to select when the engine is cold just like a Ferrari! So, it was agreed to 

Nick Hunter
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swap the second gear baulk ring with fourth gear to try and improve it. 
Also, with the engine out I took the opportunity to paint the transfer 
gear case and flywheel cover which had suffered a little from a leaking 
slave cylinder. With this done, the box was put back together with a 
quality hardened layshaft and input bearing. As I write this I've just got the 
car back and it feels great, gear selection is now light and precise, even 
second when cold, and the box is as quiet as it's ever been. A great result, 
thanks to Nick and the guys at Minimine for a job well done.  

To the register now, and an exciting find recently registered on the 
database by David Stoyles from Sussex. David had been looking for a 
1960s era Mini Cooper S for a while when around a year ago a friend's 
elderly aunt mentioned a Mini Cooper that might be for sale. Thinking it 
may be a late model Rover Cooper or an early MINI Cooper he thought 
little more about it until months later when the aunt mentioned it again 
and said she would put a word in for him. Sadly, the owner passed away 
in February this year but David had been given first refusal on the car if 
the owner's son did not want to keep it. A viewing was arranged in an 
underground lock up garage in Westminster and, to his very pleasant 
surprise, the car was in fact the lovely original 1969 Cooper S pictured.  

VHT 486H is new to the register and is a 1969 Austin built on 24th 
April 1969. It was despatched to Henlys of Bristol on May 9th1969 
and registered in Bristol on 17th October 1969. Originally Island blue 
and white, the car was repainted dark blue early in its life, it also has a 
Webasto folding sunroof fitted and at some point has been converted to 
dry suspension. Other than these changes it looks nicely standard and a 
great basis for a light restoration. David had been told that the car had 
been garaged in the ventilated lock up where found since 1974, which 
has clearly preserved it. But it had not been run for at least 10 years so 

The reason for EWA's noisy gearbox, worn layshaft and input bearing

Three syncro gearbox components, cleaned checked and ready  
for reassembly

a careful re-commission of the mechanicals is taking place. So far David 
has replaced the exhaust, coolant and fuel hoses as well as stripping and 
rebuilt the fuel pump. Once running David will then tackle the brakes 
and the rest of the running gear before taking the car for an MOT. In the 
longer term the plan is to repaint the car back to its original Island blue 
and snowberry white. David would particularly like to thank his friend 
and MCR member Brian Purves for helping him transport the car from 
Westminster back to his home in Sussex. Thanks to David for registering 
this 'new' car, and, as usual, if you know anything of its history please 
contact me and I'll pass the information on to David. 

VHT 486H as found in an underground car park in Westminster

VHT on its way to new owner David Stoyles in Sussex

VHT looking very 1970s, checkout those wing mirrors
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Cooper Mk 2 Register

Judging by the lack of contents in my inbox, I can only assume 
everyone has taken my advice and are out enjoying their cars in this 
wonderful weather we are currently having. So, if you have been on 
a run or event with your car why not send me some photos and a 
short write up.

Suspension was the theme last month and so it is again. I had an 
enquiry from a member thinking about buying a hydrolastic MKII in 
the near future. They raised the question about the longevity of the 
units and their availability in the future. As to their availability in the 
future I can’t say, but I don’t think I have ever heard of anyone not 
being able to get hold of one from somewhere. As to their longevity, 
I know of many cars that are still on their original units - 49 years and 
still going is not bad. If all else fails there is always the fallback position 
to rubber suspension. Even so, there is also the option of fitting 
the new coil spring conversions for the rubber cones or hydroastic 
units.  I was speaking to one owner who has fitted the springs and 
he said the ride is very similar to hydrolastic. There may be a down 
side in terms of originality, but if the driving experience is the same, 
all well and good.  And on the plus side, there is no need to keep 
the suspension pumped up but, hopefully, that is a long way off.  If a 
prospective purchase is still on hydrolastic suspension it should not be 
a deal breaker. 

From time to time I receive enquiries from the motoring press 
about member’s cars that have been featured in my reports. When 
I forward the enquiry to the owner I always advise them to check 
out the credentials of the person making the enquiry. If you are not a 
regular reader of their publication, try and get hold of a recent copy 
and check if they appear on the editorial list. If all seems OK then 
contact the journalist but make sure you keep in control.

I hope you are aware our favourite car and its big brother will be 
celebrating their 50th anniversary next year. To commemorate 

Graham Robinson

If you attended the excellent 'Cooper 70th Anniversary' celebrations 
at Prescott at the end of July you will have noticed some very nice 
cars on the MCR display. One that particularly caught my eye was 
register member’s Steve Williams Sandy beige and Snowberry 
white Morris Cooper S, WAB 590G. WAB is a great looking and 
virtually standard car which still retains its Hydrolastic suspension. 
Steve kindly spent a lot of time talking to me about the car and its 
history and which he's owned for nearly 30 years. WAB was built on 
November 19th 1968 and dispatched to dealer Joseph Cockshoot 

& Company Ltd Kidderminster on 25th November 1968 where it 
was registered in the same month with its distinctive Worcestershire 
number. Interestingly, this is the latest build date registered for a car 
with a 3 synchromesh gearbox. WAB's modifications are limited to 
larger 1 and 1/2 inch carburettors with a modified head. Inside the 
car the interior is standard apart from the factory fit reclining seats. 
Whilst the car registration felt familiar, on checking the register details 
when I got home, I find this car has never been on the register, so yet 
another 'new' car to add. 

That's all for now.

Nick Hunter 

Some good under bonnet detail on VHT

Excellent interior of VHT clearly showing original Island blue paint 
on the floorpan

Steve Williams’ lovely Sandy beige and Snowberry white S

Excellent engine bay of WAB 590G
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this prestigious occasion, Nick Hunter and I would like to try and 
assemble a good sized display of MKIIs at next year’s Beaulieu. I know 
it’s a long way off but if you would like to be part of the display please 
let me know. Nick will be making the same appeal in his report.  
Twenty five of each model would be fantastic. 

Well, that’s about it for now.  Don’t forget my inbox is open 24/7 and 
I look forward to hearing your stories and anecdotes.

Until next time.

Happy Coopering!

Graham Robinson 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

It is quite unusual to see a part 
remanufactured for the early Mk3 Mini 
range but someone has recently started 
reproducing the air vent blanking plate. 
The air vents were an optional extra 
on the Mk 3 S and most cars don’t have 
them. The plates are located at either 
side of the dashboard but are normally 
hidden behind the trim panel.

As I found out myself a while back, 
these are very hard to find in good 
condition as the vast majority of Minis 
made since the mid 1970s were fitted 

with the fresh air vents. Being exposed Simon Wheatcroft

The new air vent blanking plates

Where they fit
Export spec. Under bonnet shot – note the voltage regulator is 
behind the radiator

to general road debris etc being under the wheel arches as part of 
the bulkhead, it is surprising that they last as long as they do. I think 
these are only currently available via a well known auction website 
where they are listed as ‘Classic Mini vent blanking plate’ or via J B 
Fabrication on Facebook.

The strip down begins. Whilst it didn’t look too bad from above

This was lurking beneath
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Innocenti Register

Over the past few months, I’ve received 
details of a couple of cars with owners 
needing advice on restoring their 
cars. In the case of the Cooper 1300 
Export model in its various guises, it has 
been covered quite comprehensively 
but, because earlier models aren’t so 
common within the register, they tend 
to miss out slightly.

Owner Mike Cummings contacted me 
earlier on in the year after spotting a 
couple of Mini’s for sale in Spain. One 
of them was an Authi Cooper 1300 and 
the other was a MK3 Innocenti Cooper. 
Despite the Authi being a 1275cc 

and the Innocenti being 998cc, there wasn’t really a great deal of 
difference horsepower wise. It is well known that the Authi engine 
was fairly tame despite its Cooper 1300 name.

Being rather biased, I naturally steered Mike towards acquiring the 
Innocenti over the Authi. The seller needed a quick sale and after 
telling Mike to ask the seller for detailed photos, I studied them and 
advised Mike that it seemed like a decent car and, more importantly, 
that it was a genuine MK3 Innocenti Cooper.

When the MK3 Innocenti Mini Cooper first appeared, it was built 
using British type bodyshells. This was because Innocenti were 
slightly behind their British cousins and the panel pressing facilities for 
the new internal hinge complete Italian bodyshell took slightly longer 
to get in place. This is documented at British Motor Heritage and 
is clearly visible in period sales literature of that time. The biggest 
giveaway being the presence of four wiper holes on the windscreen 

Foster Charlton

It was nice to see Paul Layson’s Mk 3 S, PWL 428J featured in Mini 
World magazine recently. The car has been mentioned here before 
after Paul bought it as a barn find on ebay in 2014. Built in November 
1970, and originally an export spec. car, PWL wasn’t UK registered 
until 1982. Export cars can usually be identified by a marque badge 
on the boot and front towing eyes; left hand drive cars had the wiper 
motor and voltage regulator positions transposed.

PWL changed hands at a Cheffins auction back in 2004 and made a 
brief appearance back on the road in 2006 where after it was laid up 
until Paul bought it. Despite looking pretty sound it did require a fair 
amount of work under the skin to preserve it for the future. Now 
finished and looking very smart in its original Teal blue paint scheme, 
Paul has retained the rare Microcell front seats with even rarer 
matching rear along with a Lucas 608 interior mirror.

Simon Wheatcroft

The strip down begins. Whilst it didn’t look too bad from above

scuttle panel on these early cars. Mike’s car was built after this 
period and has the two wiper hole scuttle panel.

Getting back to Mike’s car, although it was a fantastic car and in great 
condition, it does need a few details changing to bring it up to a more 
factory correct spec. The front indicator/sidelights have been changed 

Post accident damage to the Cooper was quite extensive

The car as it looked prior to the accident

The front panel offside corner clearly damaged beyond just 
straightening out 
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Mini Super Register

Around three years ago I wrote an 
article covering colours during the 
production of the Super. I think it worth 
repeating for those who may have 
missed it or have since joined the club. 
The result of my analysis is, I hope, 
interesting.  

This analysis is at present Austin 
only because, as I have mentioned 
a number of times before, I have 
only completed recording details 
of Austins. I have yet to return to 
Gaydon to complete the Morris 
records. This is a mammoth task 
as the Supers are written in the 

production records at random, so one needs a keen eye to pick 
them out and a lot of time! I have promised myself that I will 
return to complete the job soon.

1961. Production colours are as follows:

  T F O.E S S A Month
  Red Yellow White Grey Blue Green Total
June: 2 0 0 0 0 0 2
July: 0 3 3 3 1 0 10
Aug: 3 2 1 2 15 2 25
Sept: 6 2 0 6 13 0 31
Oct: 11 8 14 10 47 6 96
Nov: 28 55 23 34 27 33 200
Dec: 178 119 13 104 111 89 732
  (228) (189) (172) (159) (214) (134) (1096)

1962.
Jan: 187 153 94 125 188 116 863
Feb: 131 47 144 137 143 147 749
Mar: 111 84 127 113 144 149 728
Apr: 219 85 169 161 158 18 972
May: 135 93 95 157 141 101 722
June: 123 89 143 117 138 64 674
July: 70 39 43 76 69 102 399
Aug: 96 46 57 82 137 154 572
Sept: 105 89 90 124 127 205 740
Oct:       65 30 82 115 90 169 551
Nov: 4   2  1 7
In all : 1474 944 1216 1368 1549 1522 8073
                                                            
All Tartan red cars had a black coloured roof, except possibly 
one, see below; all Fiesta yellow cars had an Old English white 
roof, except possibly one. The first four Old English white cars 
(three July built, one Aug) had Dove grey roofs, thereafter black. 
All Smoke grey had O.E. white roofs; all Surf blue cars had O. E. 
white roofs; the first two Almond green cars had Dove grey roofs, 
then two in September; the remainder were O.E. white. There 
is no record of any surviving cars with a Dove grey roof that I am 
aware of.

A batch of red cars built in September '62 included one exported 
to Kuala Lumpur, which is recorded as being monotone red with 
black trim. Also, one Fiesta yellow car, built September '61, is 
recorded without a white roof; this may have been an error but 
then again, it was not dispatched until April 1962, so may have 
been a works car.

Note that Fiesta yellow is the rarest colour produced and that 
after a spurt between late '61 and early '62 production numbers 
were very low. Red seemed consistently popular; however, old 
English white was not produced until October 1961 and was the 
second rarest colour surprisingly. Smoke grey plodded along in 
the popularity stakes whilst both Almond green and Surf blue 
proved to be the most popular colours. It is interesting to note 
that in fact Almond green was not produced in great quantities 

Garry Dickens

at some point to a Spanish equivalent, and so finding the correct 
Italian type is on the ‘to do’ list.

The car also came fitted with Minilight style alloys with group 2 type 
arches, but Mike plans to fit the pressed steel 4.5 x 10 Fergat type of 
rims when he manages to find them.

Mike took delivery of his lovely Innocenti Cooper on the 9th of 
February this year and the following day, took it into work for its first 
real drive out. He had his work colleague with him as they took the 
Innocenti for a spin during their lunch break. As they negotiated a 
roundabout, a motorbike overtook them and cut across the front of 
Mike’s car. This was followed by a loud crunch and a biker spinning 
across the road. Thankfully, the rather red faced biker was unhurt, 
but Mike’s car wasn’t.

As you can see from the photos, the Innocenti Cooper came off quite 
badly. Mike contacted me the same evening with the awful news and 
sent me photos of the damage.

After a few phone calls Chris Spennywyn came to the rescue and 
over the following months Mike’s car was expertly restored to as it 
was when Mike first bought it. So, I really look forward to seeing this 
little beauty at a future date.

That’s all for this month.     

Foster Charlton

All repaired and looking like new again 
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until early 1962 when thereafter it then exceed most other 
colours most months.

It will be fascinating to compare all these numbers against the 
full Morris production. I have recorded Morris up to the end 
of October and as can be seen, already the numbers are quite 
different to the Austin chart above. There appears to be very 
many more Morris built than Austin until October. This, of course, 
is when Austin began to be build Minis at Cowley as well as 
Longbridge. My guess is that from then on, production numbers of 
Morris will reduce considerably.

  T F O.E D S A Month
  Red Yellow White Grey Blue Green Total
June: 2  1   1 3
Jul: 10   16   16
Aug: 6 8 23 8 25 19 89
Sept: 39 5 15 32 35 3 129
Oct: 71 15 29 53 24 1 193
In all       430

Twenty of the O.E.W Morris’ had Dove grey roofs; five of the A.G 
cars also had grey roofs. It is interesting to note that many more 
Morris than Austin had the grey roof.

Finally, my usual request: if you own, have owned, or know of a 
Super, have any stories involving one, then please let me know, even if 
the car no longer exists.

Garry Dickens

1275GT Register

Regulars at our Beaulieu show will 
be familiar with Graham Raby’s 
1972 GT and, after meeting Graham 
this year, I had a chance to discuss 
the finer points of what goes into a 
high quality restoration. Graham’s 
attention to the fundamentals of 
getting a shell that is well aligned 
and with accurate fitment of panels 
and panel gaps shows clearly in his 
Blaze GT.

Back in 2010 Graham had just 
completed a Mini Neon for his son 
and, whilst getting an MOT, he was Alan Clark

offered the GT as an unfinished project. Graham reluctantly 
surveyed the potential project and he politely declined to take 
it on. 16 years on from the start of the previous owners efforts, 
things did not look promising. The shell was full of leaves and dirt 
with multiple layers of brushed on red oxide covering unknown 
challenges. Graham soon realised that this was not a finished 
shell ready for paint as he was led to believe. However, a price 
of £500 for the shell and several boxes of loose parts ultimately 
proved too tempting and Graham took the plunge on another 
Mini project.

A trial fit of the panels revealed there was much work to do to 
bring the shell up to Graham’s high standards and he embarked 
on two years of reworking panels and re-welding to bring the 
restoration back on track. Remarkably, all the work on the shell 
was performed in Graham’s 18’x10’ garage, including the cellulose 
re-paint, having first attended to the dents and rust in the original 
doors, bonnet and boot lid which had suffered considerable 
damage in the years of storage.

When it came to the engine Graham had the option of using the 
original, which was supplied as rebuilt, or fit something a little 
special. He chose the latter. Back in the 1990s Graham raced in 
Stockrods and had an engine from his race days available. This 
was a 1293cc engine which had been lightened and balanced and 
fitted with a Kent 286 cam topped off with a pair of HS2s. In the 
transmission department a 2.9 diff provided a degree of comfort on 
motorway runs.

Finished shell in primer Original interior was in good condition

Interior paint completed
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The original interior had survived well and only one seat cover 
needed a panel replacing. A lucky find of a sample of the correct 
coloured vinyl at Rubeun Brookwell’s coach trimmers in Kings Lynn 
solved the problem.

Once completed Graham was keen to find out the GT’s history so 
applied for a Heritage certificate. He was informed that the car had 
left the factory as a CKD kit (complete knock down), and  using date 
codes from a number of parts, Graham was able to confirm a range of 
possible build dates between week 10 and 19 in 1972. 

Graham’s choice of power unit with Cooper air box

Bright work and detailing to high standard Local enquiries to Norfolk County Council revealed that the 
registration number was issued to Whittington Garage on 
31/5/1972, and then the GT was actually registered on the 
8/6/1972 with its first road fund licence being issued on the 
5/7/1972. The 43,000 miles on the odometer is, as far as 
Graham can establish, genuine, and the car’s ownership history 
can account for 3 parties, one as new, the interim restorer and 
ultimately Graham.

A busy year of events has seen Graham attend several shows, 
including Beaulieu, Brooklands and Stanford Hall, so definitely a GT 
for go as much as show!

Finally, Graham’s latest project is a MK 2 Cooper, so more to come 
from him in the future.  

Alan Clark

Ready to drive and show

Full set of restored Rostyles

Sitting well on 10 inch wheels
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Featuring

www.leacyclassics.com

FOR A FRIENDLY WELCOME AND GREAT ADVICE, WHY NOT VISIT OUR SHOP?
Aston Lane, Birmingham, B20 3BW

DELIVERY: UK wide delivery available: 
For remote areas, offshore islands and 
international destinations please call.

Tel: 0121 356 3003 · E-mail: info@min-its.com · www.leacyclassics.com

Thousands of parts for YOUR car
WIPERS

Part Description  Price 

GXE7708 WIPER MOTOR 14W MINI 67-94/MGB 67-80/S&M 68-79  £45.00 

520160A WIPER PARK SWITCH 14W MGB 67-80/MID 74-79/MINI 70>  £12.30 

37H7200 WHEELBOX WIPER MINI 71> END /SCIMITAR/HERALD  £17.10 

2A9129 WIPER SWITCH 57SA MINI MKI/II/MOGGI  £10.14 

GWB219ss WIPER BLADE  S/S 10IN  £6.90 

13H6343 WIPER SWITCH MKII MINI 74-76 1SPEED  £10.02 

BAU5346 WIPER SWITCH MINI 89-92/COOPER 91>  £42.90 

FUEL & CARBS

AUF214Z S&M FUEL PUMP 63-74  £51.30 

AZX1818 MINI FUEL PUMP 69-91  £35.82 

XNB10007 MINI DUEL SENDER 58-96 CARB MODEL  £15.60 

XNB100380 MINI INJ FUEL SENDER 96>  £27.30 

AAU8340 MINI FUEL SENDER TANK MINI VAN/ESTATE/PICKUP  £24.30 

14A7057 MINI FUEL NECK GROMMET 58-97  £3.90 

ENGINE & MOUNTS

MRC1275 ALI ROCKER COVER S&M 58-74/MINI 58>  £22.62 

GLP138 OIL PUMP SLOT TYPE MINI A+1300  £18.36 

12G2134 Y PIECE CONNECTION MINI 74-91/MGB 70-80/S&M 68-74  £2.70 

12G1053 ALTERNATOR BRACKET USED TO CONVERT DYNAMO/ALT FIX  £6.90 

ARA221 OIL COOLER 13 ROW  £40.50 

22A1018 MINI ENGINE MOUNT LH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £10.98 

AUC4587 DAMPER SPRING (BLUE) S&M 67-74/MINI  £3.30 

22A917 MINI ENGINE MOUNT RH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £21.00 

PANELS

CZH455 MINI MKII BONNET 70-96  £174.00 

BMD36001 MINI BOOT LID 90>  £198.00 

BMP343 MINI MKIV COMPLETE BODYSHELL 76-89 (TO ORDER ONLY)  £6,858.00 

HMP441016 MINI BOOT FLOOR & BATTERY BOX 59> ALL MODELS  £225.60 

HMP441001 MINI SURROUND SCREEN REPAIR  £135.90 

HMP441019 MINI LOWER REAR PANEL REPAIR 67>  £206.76 

14A5503 MINI ROOF PANEL ALL MODELS  £366.00 

STEERING

BHM7113 MINI RACK KIT GAITER  58> END  £4.34 

GSV1105 RIGHT HAND RACK GAITER S&M 72-79  £5.70 

GSR371 STEERING RACK MINI RHD MK2/3  £90.90 

FAM3968MOULTON MINI MOULTON SPRING CONE  £46.50 

GSA71541 MINI FRONT SHOCK ABSORBERS  £17.10 

GSA71542 MINI REAR SHOCK ABSORBERS  £13.20 

MWS43FLPB STEEERING WHEEL HIDE 14" POLISHED CENTRE  £54.90 

BADGES

Part Description  Price 

DAH100950MMM MINI COOPER BOOTLID BADGE MINI 2000>  £14.10 

DAH100920MMM MINI COOPER SPORT BADGE  £12.30 

24A23 BADGE -MINI COOPER MKI AUSTIN  £7.56 

14A6802 BADGE-AUSTIN MINI MKI  £7.92 

725525 HOUSE BADGE  £5.10 

UJB001 BADGE-UNION JACK  £6.90 

DAH100630MMM BADGE-MINI PAUL SMITH DESIGN  £16.50 

LAMPS

13H222 MINI LH REAR LAMP 58-67  £46.50 

13H223 MINI RH REAR LAMP 58-67  £46.50 

ADU3017 SIDE LAMP/FLASHER LH CLUBMAN £74.10

AFU3389 FLASHER LAMP AMBER  £6.06 

CHM13 FLASHER LAMP AMBER  £9.30 

EAM1650 INTERIOR LAMP MINI76 >  £7.50 

127916 CHROME NUMBER PLATE LAMP  £30.90 

ELECTRICS

5L1137 ENGINE EARTH CABLE MINI 76>  £6.90 

AJM1112 RADIO AERIAL  £21.24 

BHM7107 MINI STEERING LOCK ASS  £71.70 

C34770A MINI NEGATIVE VOLTAGE STABILISER  £10.68 

13H4459 GAUGE-OIL PRESSURE MINI  £45.30 

13H4459W GAUGE-OIL PRESSURE (WHITE)  £45.30 

GAE128X GAUGE-TIME CLOCK SMITHS 52MM  £58.50 

SEALS

13H6010 MINI LAMP GASKET - NO PLATE MINI 58-96  £4.50 

PAM1014 MINI RH DOOR MOULDING MK3 >  £16.80 

PAM1015 MINI LH DOOR MOULDING MK3 >  £16.80 

13H2934 FLY WHEEL OIL SEAL  £2.34 

JRC2674 REAR GLAZING SEAL  £11.24 

JRC2671 FRONT GLAZING SEAL 67-96  £12.18 

CCB100130 FRONT GLAZING SEAL 96>  £18.90 

SWITCHES

21A2658 MINI RH INDICATOR SWITCH 76-84  £35.94 

21A2660 MINI LH INDICATOR SWITCH 84-89  £38.40 

13H7778 INDICATOR SWITCH AUS 11/1300 67-71/MINI MK2  £42.90 

13H7779 INDIACTOR SWITCH RIGHT HAND DRIVE MK3 MINI 70-76  £42.90 

2A6215 INDIACATOR SWITCH MINI MKI 59-69  £51.32 

13H6342 LIGHT SWITCH MINI 74-76 MKII  £9.90 

YUF101000 HAZARD SWITCH  76>  £14.40 
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

The New Inn, Great Limber, Lincolnshire, DN37 8JL.  
On the A18 between Kerminton (Humberside Airport)  
and Keelby

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049 0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 12th November  
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

  Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Black Tiles, Martlesham Heath IP12 4SP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn  Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch BH23 7BQ on the second Wednesday in 
March, May, July, September and November at 8:00 pm;
And at Redlynch Sports and Social Club, Woodfalls Cross, 
The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN on the second 
Wednesday 8:00pm in February, April, June, December and 
Thursday 13th October (skittles evening)

Malcolm Francis 
malcsmf@btinternet.com   

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

REGION

NEW 

DATE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Kent region

Hi from Kent! 

Just about recovered from the news of becoming grandparents in the 
middle of organising the Ham Sandwich Run, and in fact the run 
was baby Primrose’s first MCR and Mini event. First of many to 
come hopefully! Full report and picture from the HSR elsewhere in 
this month’s CooperWorld (and a picture of Primrose).

I was sorting out some old paper work and stumbled upon this 
picture of an old region stand at Lydden Hill in 1996. I remember 
taking my daughter Megan on my own to this event where she and 
the sadly missed late Gill Tippett had a wonderful day together, 
inseparable as they often were at events during that time. I also 
remember taking Megan to a certain fast food restaurant on the way 
home for a treat to be greeted by her mother at the door 40 minutes 
after, shouting come on, the roast is ready. Things were a bit frosty 
that evening I recall as it took Megan all of 10 seconds to announce 
where she had just been to eat! 

Seems crazy to say but looking forward to the NEC and the Kent 
Christmas meal, before the winter break to re-charge the batteries 
for some exciting events coming up for 2017. We already have a 
great idea for next year’s Ham Sandwich Run so watch this space! 

Venue for Monthly Meetings 2016
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month next meeting being 12th October. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard 
Tel: 01304 330715 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

Our Summer Tour on August the 13th was a great success with a full entry 
of 40 cars, which included 6 MCR members and separately 6 Minis of various 
types. The oldest car was a magnificent 1935 Riley Kestrel, and the newest 
a 2015 Porsche 911, although to be fair to the owner, it was a last minute 
substitution as his ex Rootes Competition Sunbeam Alpine driven by Sheila 
Van Damm to a Coup des Dames and Alpine Cup in the 1954 Alpine Rally 
couldn’t be readied in time. The 140 mile route over some great roads was 
well received, with many entrants looking forward to next year’s offering. 
There should be a full report elsewhere in this issue of CooperWorld. I’ve 
attached a couple of pictures here of MCR members on the tour.

Moving on to future events being held at the Mid Staffs Region meetings, 
we have:

Monday 3rd October. A talk by Barry Chisnall – Weapons of the 
Napoleonic Wars. It is amazing what classic car owners get up to when not 
indulging in looking after old cars, and it came as something of a surprise to 
me when Barry offered this talk. This will be an illustrated talk supported 
with slides and weapons from Barry’s own collection. A fascinating change 
from talks about cars!

REGIONAL REPORTS

Kent region at Lydden Hill in 1996
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Monday 7th November. Quiz night.
Monday 5th December. Christmas Dinner. This year we have a repeat 
guest as Stuart Turner has agreed to return and entertain us once more. 
The dinner evening replaces the normal meeting for December, and 
tickets will be available around the time you are reading this.
Monday 2nd January 2017. Traditional pub chat. What did you get for 
Christmas?
Monday 6th February. Scalextric race night. This has been such a lot 
of fun for the last two years, so it is back again! Who can topple the 
champion of the last two years?
Further ahead, but date to be confirmed, an illustrated talk by 
Mike Wood. Mike was Tony Fall’s regular navigator/co-driver for 
BMC (Minis and AH 3000s) Ford and Datsun. I have heard this is an 
excellent talk about his competition life, and will surely be a highlight 
of next year’s calendar.

That’s all for this month, except to remind you that the Mid Staffs Region 
meet on the first Monday of each month at the George and Dragon, 
Meaford Road, Stone, Staffs ST15 0PX. Meeting from 7.30pm onwards. 

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell@btinternet.com
01785 760211    

Suffolk Region

Suffolk Region as usual has been busy during the summer months with our Thursday Club 
night runs finishing at a mystery pub, and our monthly Sunday outings to a place of interest. 
On one of our recent outings we had 8 cars thanks to new members joining in, which we 
thought was a good turnout. 

Some of us have been to several local car shows and, as usual, we had a Club stand at 
Helmingham Hall Classic car show, easily Suffolk’s premier show. This year with 800 
classic and sports cars on parade, all helped by an outstanding day of sunshine. We had 
9 Coopers lined up, complete with gazebo and feather flag. We were in an excellent 
position and the public showed a lot of interest in the little car with a big reputation. 
Richard Ashley’s ex rally Cooper took pride of place and Richard was on duty all 
day answering questions - I don’t think he had time to eat! Close second was Steve 
Burch’s Innocenti: even though it is starting to show a little surface rust on the roof and 
elsewhere, it still draws attention, probably because it’s not perfect! Steve has another 
Innocenti which is nearing completion of a restoration which I am sure will be next year’s 
crowd puller. 

By the time you read this we will have been to another popular classic car show, Classics 
by the Lake in Bury St Edmunds, another show for a worthwhile charity, for which we have 
8 cars registered, again with MCR gazebo and flag on display. For the winter we have our 
Thursday Club nights and monthly Sunday runs lined up weather permitting, so we look 
forward to seeing you at these events. 

Ian MacPherson

Steve’s Innocenti drawing in the onlookersCooper line up at Helmingham Hall

Richard Ashley’s rally prepared Cooper

Suffolk Members closely scrutinising a Mini 

body shell at the Heritage factory visit.
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Thames Valley Region

Our regional meetings at the end of July and August attracted 
a good number of people and cars. With August we achieved 
a recent record of 10 cars! The accompanying pictures are 
from July. We would love to see you if you live in our area or 
just visiting! 

Planning is underway for our Christmas Dinner; it is likely to be 
in the first week of December at The Crooked Billet, where last 
year’s was held just down the road from the Phoenix. If you are 
interested email Lee - info@scrumpix.co.uk

Our meetings over the next few months are; 28th September, 
26th October, and 30th November. There is traditionally no 
meeting in December, though members do attend the New Years 
Day meeting at The Phoenix. The first meeting in 2017 will be on 
25th January.

You can also visit our Facebook group (search for Mini Cooper Register – Thames 
Valley) and our region page on the MCR forum as well as the MCR website for the 
latest news.

Finally, we would like to wish John and Steve all the best on their first Minis to 
Monte run. 

Robert and Ken

Wilts And Dorset Region

First the housekeeping. I am pleased and sad to report that Alan Booth has sold his Cooper S. But 
he does say he has some bits and pieces to sell, although I am not advised as to what those ‘bits 
and pieces’ might be.

I am also able to report further on my engine woes described in September’s issue of 
CooperWorld. So long as you can keep a secret I can advise that a MkIII Cooper S does not run 
too well on diesel! A home visit from a friendly RAC operative and £200 later I am pleased to say 
all is running well again.

August regional activities were very successful, starting with a splendid day at the Breamore Classic 
car show. There are always a huge variety of cars and other interesting vehicles, and a number of 

Autojumble and Automobilia stands which can provide hours of browsing fun.

Breamore relaxing

Shot of most of the Minis that attended the meeting With so many cars present and the odd scooter or two lots to talk about

The cars of Lorraine Hampson, Ken Hunter, Robert Clayson and Clive Brooks

Clive Brooks’ freshly restored Downton Club Sport

Castle Combe MF and Bernard

Castle Combe Regional turnout Breamore fashion notes
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As usual, catering facilities and shelter from the blazing sun were provided by Nick and Judy 
Stansmore, with a special mention for Alan Booth (I don’t get paid for mentions) for supplying 
rolls, bacon and Penguins. Cakes once more were a major feature of these gatherings with thanks 
to Val and Judy. 

On display were a total of 8 Minis, 7 classic and one modern. It was good that Terry Hart joined 
us for the day. A lot of interest was shown by visitors throughout the day, a day made perfect by 
non-stop sunshine (and cake - did I mention the cake?)

At one point in the afternoon we were surprised to see Everett Jones breaking ranks with 
his Mini and heading off to the show arena. As he left the loudest exhaust competition was in 
progress so to say we were surprised would be an understatement. It transpired that he was 
joining the next group of cars to be commentated on to explain the Abingdon history of the car.
Many thanks to Nick, Judy, Adrian, Val, Everett, Alan, Terry, and Martin for making it such an 
enjoyable day.

Then on 20th August 4 of our number attended the Coopers at Castle Combe track day. Nick Stansmore was there with ‘WOW’, Bernard Twist 
with his newly restored 1275 GT and my son Barny and I took our 1330 Mini. We joined in with a good crowd of folk from other regions and 
registers, and had a most enjoyable and adrenaline filled time. Our regional thanks go to Graham Robinson for all his organising which allows us to 
participate in this event. Barny and I left after lunch, so I can only assume that everyone else survived the afternoon, as it looked like it might have 
been dampish.

Finally, does anyone ever read this stuff? (Yes, I can guarantee that your editor certainly does every time and usually with a smile too! Keep up the 
good work Malcolm.)

Malcolm Francis
malcsmf@btinternet.com

Worcestershire Region

The MCR Worcester Region at the Legendary Grand Tour 2016. A great bank holiday of fun with £18,450 raised so far for charity.

Then the Worcester Region at Far Forest Country Side Show held on 14th August a lovely day and a nice show.
 

Mick Rowley    

Breamore Terry and Martin Breamore Everett and Alan Breamore Malcolm and Adrian

Breamore Judy and Nick
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FOR SALE AND WANTED

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to register 
vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number (V.I.N.) and/
or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the police to inspect cars 
without either one of these identification numbers. Members and 
readers are advised to be cautious before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free (minis 
and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively long nor 
in the course of business trade.  Please quote your membership 
number when writing.  Non-members and trade members wishing 
to place a classified advert must enclose a cheque for £5.00 with 
their advert script. Failure to do so will result in the advert being 
returned unpublished. Cheques should be made payable to Mini 
Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) and/
or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in 
written form only please and addressed to the magazine editor. 
This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or advert 
amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

1991 genuine Rover Mini Cooper RSP. Two owners from new. Original 
documentation, original bodywork, original interior, original engine 
gearbox (93k miles). All rust sorted (photographic record). Fully 
serviced since new. Ill health forces sale. £5,500. Maybe viewed in 
London, contact me for more details on:  mike.cornfield@me.com. or 
Mobile : 07831 669902
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