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Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48  . . . . . .£705.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . .£23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO  . . .£13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

£85.80

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £85.80 full kit

Package
Price

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone springs on the market made
from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.70
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Cooper S Distributor

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for
economy and performance similar to MK3 S

curves. Fitted with quickfit points and uprated
rotor arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £58.50
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion kits!
Best quality distributors & parts stocked for road/race
New! Evo cam-specific distributor C-27H7701 . £82.80

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Brake Servo

£40.69

Bumper and Brightwork

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £68.44
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £33.60
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £24.00
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.71
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.69
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011
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Mail Order - 01 707 607700 Mail Order also available direct from Harrogate Branch Call 01 423 881800 to order 

minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com 
website for pictures, downloads,
catalogues, current prices &
special deals

Mobile & tablet friendly

BODY,
MECHANICAL 
& TRIM

CATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2
catalogue. 
Include all models 
from 1959-2000.

mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

£23.04
or

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . .£16.00
20/50 mineral oil & spin on 
filter (not MPI) SO4  . .£17.78
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump . . . . £18.90
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . £2018.09
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2444.36

We stock all standard and performance parts

1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . new/outright £72.96 
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps from £15.83 CNC race type from £112.50
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £55.38
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . £32.18
Mini Spares/AP road/rally 180mm plate C-AHT595 £65.26
AP Racing fast road/rally clutch plate 180mm . £88.78
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £88.78
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel  - race EN24  . . . . . . . . .£209.08
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £24.00
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS . . . . . . £29.99
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

Clutches & Flywheels

£55.20

Scan the QR codes to see the full

range on your tablet ot smart phone

Engines:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Gaskets:

Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Suspension:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Exhausts:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Brightwork:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Steering:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Drivetrain:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Electrics:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gearboxes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Each

£4.20

Brand new ACCESSORIES

CATALOGUE available to

order online!
www.minispares.com

mini spares catalogues
NEW!

Brakes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Mini Spares Servo for 
Cooper S Mk1 & Mk2  
AP 5.5 Type. 21A1293 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £216.00

Forged Cranks

For 1275cc blocks 
and made in 
81.3mm and 86mm stroke
(bare forging only £576.00) . . . . . . crank £1897.92

Engines NEW! Gaskets
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

October magazine – 1st September
November magazine – 1st October
December magazine – 1st November

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, Huddersfield, W. 
Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539 
mk1sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street,  
Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering, Northamptonshire, 
NN14 3DZ    
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE  
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
super@minicooper.org  
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE    
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW  
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb 
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH 
07834 081697 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Christopher Smith 
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
pr@minicooper.org        

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert.indd   1 12/03/2015   16:36
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
A  s we hit the height of the 

summer months, the number 
of classic car events one can attend 
these days reaches a high point 
too and you can find yourself in 
a dilemma as to which events to 
attend or participate in. Obviously, 
being a diehard Mini enthusiast my 
priority is usually to attend ‘all Mini 
content’ shows or events, but if a 
non Mini specific show or event has 
a particular attraction, such as an 
element of competition with Minis 

involved, then that event will more than likely spark my interest 
enough to go along to.

However, there is an event in mid July which I think probably 
ticks all the boxes for most Mini enthusiasts and that is the 
Brands Hatch Mini Festival. This event is a two day affair and it 
happens to feature an extensive programme of both classic Mini 
and modern MINI racing over the two days – something which I 
really enjoy watching. Sadly, again this year, I was not able to go 
to the festival but I believe quite a few MCR members did attend 
and, fortunately, two of them have taken the trouble to write 
articles on different aspects of the festival. Firstly, Robert Clayson 
has covered the classic Mini racing and given a general overview 
of the festival and, secondly, David Young has covered the MINI 
Challenge racing - both gentlemen providing some great photos 
of some of the action on the circuit. So, I would urge you to read 
their articles for an insight into this Mini event.

I must mention Stephen Dalton’s regular column this month as 
he covers, in some depth, the genesis of the Mini and ultimately 
that of the Mini Cooper complemented, as always, with some 
great period photos, most of which I have never seen before. 
Do read his fascinating and interesting article on the twists and 
turns of fate that ultimately lead to the birth of our favourite 
little car. 

Then, I have to thank Lorraine Hampson for taking the time and 
trouble to send in her contribution to the members’ cars photo 
gallery section with her Rover Mainstream Cooper, following on 
from my featuring one of my (not so perfect!) Minis in the July 
issue of the magazine. So, don’t be bashful, send in some photos 
and a few words about your Mini – and it doesn’t have to be a 
Cooper or in concours condition either.

Finally, a few years or so ago we had a non-Cooper corner 
section in the magazine which sadly didn’t flourish at the time but 
which I would like to try and resurrect again as many members, 
including myself, own other Minis and therefore also have an 
interest in those models. So, can I make a second plea for 
members to write in about their non-Cooper Minis and let’s see 
if we can broaden our offer.

Paul Sulma 

Goodwood Revival 
Competition  

Ticket Winner.

The lucky winner of an exclusive competition 
for Mini Cooper Register members held by our 
sponsors Carole Nash was Philip Thompson of 
Southampton. Phillip has won 2 tickets to the 

Goodwood Revival in September.



our membership numbers. We all look forward to working with Chris 
and I’m sure we will see great strides being made in our public image. In 
wishing Chris all the best, we also have to thank Paul for his efforts over 
the last eighteen months looking after our PR matters.

Also on the Committee front, I’m sorry to report that Craig Laird has 
decided to step down as our Young Members representative. Sadly, 
since being appointed in March Craig has been unable to contribute as 
he had wished due to personal reasons and has therefore decided it best 
he stands down. This therefore leaves us with a vacant position, with 
the Committee being well aware of the aging demographic of the club 
and that, for it to prosper into the future, we do need to both attract 
and cater for younger members who will sustain the club. This is why 
we created the Committee post to nurture and promote the interest of 
young members. We therefore would like to consider any young member 
who feels they can contribute something that will attract young members 
and keep their interest, to come forward to the Committee post. Please 
feel free to contact me or any Committee member to have a chat if you 
think this is something you could undertake.  Your club needs you!

Our Webmaster has been busy over the summer and is now in the 
process of transferring our website and forum over to a new server, 
which he feels will be cheaper, more reliable and easier to use. Whilst 
that will not impact directly on members, one aspect is that he has at 
last managed to devise a way to integrate both the old and the new 
forum together in one place. Up until now, many members have had 
difficulty accessing the old forum – if at all. The old forum has a vast 
amount of information within it and it was frustrating that this valuable 
resource was difficult to access.  Now, come the end of September, all 
the information should be in one place and, with that, easy to access. It 
is hoped that this will also generate more traffic and users to our forum. 

September is always a busy month for Mini activities as the season winds 
down. The Goodwood Revival, probably the best Historic race meeting 
of the year, takes place at the superb Sussex race track so beautifully 
kept by Lord March. The only downside to this event is its popularity 
with crowds aplenty but it is so nice to see almost everyone partake 
in wearing period dress. We also have Stanford Hall to look forward 
to and indeed the Manchester Classic Car Show and both will have an 
MCR presence. So do pop along if you are attending and support those 
manning the club stand. And right at the end of the month, we have 
our Minis to Monte event to look forward to - with a full entry, I know 
everyone will have a memorable trip.

Until next month,

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Our national day at Beaulieu now seems 
a long time ago and, now that the dust 

has settled (well there was no dust this year 
thanks to the damp weather), I’m happy to 
report that, despite the gate being down 
by around 25 percent, we still saw well 
over 2000 people through the turnstiles. 
With the downturn in attendance, this 
naturally impacted on our profit, which 
was also down by a similar percentage.  
Nevertheless, Beaulieu still makes a valued 
contribution towards running the club – 
without which we would be in serious 

trouble. With your subscription just paying for your monthly edition of 
CooperWorld, we do rely heavily on the income from Beaulieu, our much 
valued sponsorship from Carole Nash and the monthly income from 
advertisers in CooperWorld to keep the club afloat. 

Whilst we are far from broke, with good reserves in the bank, we do, 
as a Committee try to keep our finances in the black. This year will now 
be touch and go, especially as we are now being adversely faced with 
unfavourable exchange rates from the Brexit fallout which will be impacting 
on our Minis to Monte trip next month. However, with luck, that too will 
just break even. Gone are the days when we look to our ‘Minis to’ events 
to bring in a large chunk of cash. The decision was made long ago that it 
was unfair for eighty odd members to contribute a large sum of money to 
the club’s coffers for the benefit of the rest of the membership.

As for Beaulieu next year, plans are already afoot - and with Tony Salter 
finally stepping down and handing the reins over to Martin Charles, Martin 
will no doubt stamp his own mark on the show.  This has already started by 
renaming the show as 'The MCR National Mini Day at Beaulieu'.   This was 
done to more closely reflect that the show is not just about Mini Coopers 
and the key note displays will reflect that. This only leaves me once again, 
on behalf of all of us, to thank Tony for his sterling work over the years in 
running our national show. Tony does tell me that he will still be on hand 
to help and guide Martin whom I’m sure will greatly appreciate calling on 
Tony’s vast experience. We wish Martin and his team well.

We have on the Committee a new member, Chris Smith, who runs the 
Lincolnshire region. Chris is our new Public Relations representative. 
The post was previously held by Paul Sulma who reluctantly decided to 
step down due to the pressure of also being Editor of CooperWorld 
and keeping on top of the DVLA V765 scheme. Chris has a background 
in PR and marketing and has come up with some very exciting ideas and 
new approaches to the things we do to hopefully boost our presence in 
the public eye and at the same time increase our appeal, and with that 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during July

NEW MEMBERS
Bert Brown & Brian Mercer, Andover, Hampshire

Luke Carroll, Cirencester, Gloucestershire

Michael & Lyn Spurge, Miami, Australia

Neil & Elaine Roberts, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire

Adrian Creed, Faversham, Kent

John Dell, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire

Dave Pearson, Musselburgh, East Lothian

Hannah Hall & James McKissick, Dulverton, Somerset

Scott Rendell & Gareth Davies, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire

Robert Hearn, Omagh, County Tyrone

Anthony Morgan-nash, Warminster, Wiltshire

Kate Parker, Corwen, Clywd

David & Martin Stoyles, Forest Row, East Sussex

David Dangerfield, Bristol, South Gloucester

Kevin & Jack Laundy, Basingstoke, Hampshire

John Newey, Ramsgate, Kent

Mark & Samantha O'Flanagan, Braintree, Essex

Barrie & Catherine Jolly, Seaham, Co Durham

Alun Evans & Gary Thomlinson, Moreton, Wirral



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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Next month I will update the events list for 2017 as, by then, many of 
the show dates will have been announced. You can then make plans for 
next year!

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

L  ots of activity among our members 
and regions who have been getting out 

and about. After our disaster last year 
with the trip to Champagne, this year we 
completed a fantastic weekend with all 
cars behaving well (unlike some of the 
teams). A full report from Sarah Voss is 
elsewhere in this issue of CooperWorld. 

Events attended by the club in July 
included Brands Hatch Mini Festival 
(top racing as always), Bearsted Classic 
Car Show for Kent Air Ambulance, the 
always popular Lavender Run and The 
Silverstone Classic. Thanks to John Price 

for his efforts at Silverstone. I also caught up with members at Brands 
who had a great weekend on Hugh’s Ireland Run - like I keep saying, 
these touring assemblies are a fantastic social event and a great way to 
integrate members of both classic and modern cars. Talking of which, 
we have been busy organising the annual Ham Sandwich Run Touring 
assembly, so look out for the full report and pictures next month. 
It’s lovely to have so many members from Kent and other regions 
attending again.

We will organise a trip back to the MINI factory for another look 
around next year, so those members who are interested please make 
contact with me.
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EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2016

September

Event: Tetbury Classic Car Show    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Tetbury, Gloucester 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Mini Fest 2016    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse 
Contact: http://www.britishminiclub.co.uk/about-the-
club/mini-fest

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 9th – 11th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: 11th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: 17th-18th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: 17th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: Stoke Prior Steam Rally    
Date: 19th September 
Location: Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire 
Contact: http://www.shakespearesrally.com/ MCR 
Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

October

Event: Minis to Monte 2016  
(Event full but reserve list open)  
Date: 1st - 8th October 
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -    
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Malvern Classic Car, Historic Commercial and Mini Show 
Date: 9th October 
Location: Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcs 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: 16th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally   
Date: 22nd October 
Location: TBC 
Contact: Niall Cook – Newcastle & Durham Region 
naillcook@tiscalli.co.uk

November

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 11th - 13th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

2017

January 2017

Event: MCR Hinton Firs Weekend  
Date: 28-29th January 2017 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: Josh Bromage secretary@minicooper.org 
or telephone 07950 753299

February 2017

Event: London Classic Car Show   
Date: 23-26th February 2017 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

June 2017

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: 11th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade 
stands and concours judging. Also includes an 
autojumble. It is open to all marques of Minis/
MINI’s 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

September 2017

Event: Minis to Ireland 2017   
Date: TBC September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org
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classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.

FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves



Mini Festival Brands Hatch 16/17 July 2016
By Robert Clayson

EVENTS

Now in its fifth year, the Brands Hatch Mini Festival is an established 
two-day event on the Mini Calendar. The racing schedule was 

packed with qualifying on Saturday morning and eight races in the 
afternoon, with an equally packed timetable on Sunday kicking off at 
10am for the first of another twelve races.

As well as on-track action, there was plenty of off-track entertainment. 
Naturally with any Mini show, there were a large number of club 
displays, with the Kent Region handling our display with a large and 
varied selection of cars. Along with the club displays, also on offer was 
live music, a trade village, ‘YoungDrive’ taster sessions, pit and grid 
walks, a fun zone for younger children and the Terry Grant Stunt Show 
to keep you entertained if the racing wasn’t exciting enough!

So, what took place on the track? There were a number of races for the 
Mini and Modern MINI and two Formula Ford races for the Champion 
of Brands series. Most classes got two races whilst the Modern MINIs 
got three. The classes were:

Mighty Minis – Based on an SPI Cooper, with limited modifications. 
The regulations are designed with the beginner in mind. A race 
was held on both days.  Saturday's was won by Sam Tomlinson and 
Sunday’s race by Greg Jenkins. 

Super Mighty Minis – Again based on the SPI Mini Cooper with 
more modifications allowed. Scott Kendall won Saturday’s race, the 
race on Sunday was halted by a red flag and the results declared 
after 5 laps with Adrian Tuckley being the winner. As with all Mini 
races, they featured very close racing so the cars of Bob Bennett 
and Steve Maxted touched at Clearways which resulted in Bennett 
spinning around at Clearways and ending up in a barrel roll resulting 
in the red flag.

Mini Miglia – This class of Mini racing first appeared in 1969/70 using a 
1 litre engine, but nowadays they run 1.3 quite sophisticated cars. The 
front row starters of Shayne Deegan and Kane Astin in the first race 
managed to only get as far as Druids Corner on the first lap before 
taking each other off into the gravel. This incident enabled Rob Howard 
to win on Saturday and Shayne Deegan, making amends, taking a 
dominant win in the second race.

Mini Se7en – The Mini Se7en Challenge is now in its 50th year; run by 
the Mini Se7en Racing Club they also run the Mini Miglia Championship. 
In the early days the championship ran with 850cc engines. They 
currently run with 1000cc engines. The cars are evenly matched for 
close, entertaining racing. Welshman Ashley Davies won both races, 
though the race on Sunday was shortened with a red flag coming out 
five minutes from the end for oil on the track. 

MINI Challenge – Cooper S, Cooper, Open and JCW. You will find a full 
report from David Young elsewhere in this magazine.

There were three other races:

SU Euro Challenge – Open to all pre 1966 Minis. This race originally 
started off as an Anglo French challenge but last year it became 
the Euro Challenge as more European drivers took part. Notable 
drivers this year were Frenchman Phillippe Quiriere and Swedish 
rally star Stig Blomqvist. The race on Saturday saw Nick Swift 
beaten by .068 seconds by Endaf Owens. Race Two saw Endaf 
Owens win for the second time but by a slightly larger margin of 
5.754 seconds over Chris Morgan.

‘Fastest Mini in the World’ Allcomers – A real all sorts collection here, 
space frames, motorbike engines, classic and modern. Certainly 
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More close racing around Druids

Sam Summerhayes on three wheels through 
Clearways just holding off another two cars



some of the entrants were quite spectacular. 
There were two races on Sunday for these 
cars. Bill Richards in his Rover Metro won 
these two races.

Sanwa Trophy Mini Endurance – Open to all 
pre 1966 Minis. A 40-minute race on Sunday 
complete with pit stops. This saw a victory 
for Nick Swift who shared his car with Philip 
Amming ahead of Owens and Wheeler.

A great weekend’s entertainment and racing, 
blessed by some summer like weather.

Robert Clayson
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Scott Adams flame out into Druids

Max Hunter and Ashley Davies in close company through Clearways

Heading to Druids Bend on the first lap

Stig Blomqvist

Jim Lyons



EVENTS

The Lavender Run 2016
By Donald Farr

Rambling through the lavender

This year’s event was the fifth successful running of a very 
popular, and growing in popularity ‘scenic run’ for classic 

car owners. I regret that I missed last year’s event because the 
medical profession decided to remove my gall bladder at the 
same time as the 2015 Lavender Run was being held. 

The format of the Lavender run is around 120 miles of non 
competitive fun driving along country roads of Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire, Gloucestershire and the Cotswolds, 
comprising a run from the start to a coffee break and, as in 
previous years, this has been at the National Trust property in 
Hidcote. Then a break for lunch (which in the past has visited 
Broadway), followed by an afternoon run to the beautiful 
lavender fields at Snowshill, hence the name of the event, 
before a run to the finish for a carvery meal.

This year, the start was at the Stratford Garden Centre and 
the coffee break was at a very accommodating public house 
called the Golden Cross at Ardens Grafton which served 
excellent cakes in addition to tea and coffee. The lunch break 
was at the National Trust property at Croome, followed by the 
traditional visit to Snowshill, then the carvery meal at the finish 
at Evesham Country Park.

The start of the run at the Stratford Garden Centre was easy 
to find and had a lot of parking space for well over 65 cars. It 
also served a very good breakfast bun with tea or coffee. The 
cars were flagged off one at a time by Russell Brookes. 

Croome is a fascinating National Trust property, well worth a 
much longer visit then we had whilst visiting it on the run. Julie 
and I have in fact visited it previously and thoroughly enjoyed 
the areas requisitioned for military use in the last war including 
the military hospital - all very sympathetically restored back 
to the original 1940s. There is also a lovely house and gardens 
designed by Capability Brown whose 300th anniversary is being 
celebrated this year. Parking for our cars was on the south lawn 
of the house – a special treat. The public visiting Croome on 
Sunday had the bonus of seeing 65 interesting cars parked by 
the house which certainly received a lot of interest. At Croome, 
in the basement of the house, what I will never forget was the 
look on the ladies’ faces, and their laughter, when they realised 
that the men were having to queue for the single loo! However, 
there were more than adequate facilities in the visitors’ centre. 

Snowshill was magnificent, with the different rows of lavender 
looking so very attractive. Perhaps £3.50 per person to walk 
next to the lavender was a trifle steep when one could view 
and photograph the lavender over the low fence. The tea room 
and loo did a roaring trade.
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EVENTS

The carvery meal at the finish, in the restaurant 
of the garden centre at Evesham Country Park, 
was excellent, the garden centre staying open 
for the entrants, whilst having closed to the 
general public. The meal provided an excellent 
finish to the day allowing friends made over the 
day, and over the years, to meet and discuss the 
day, and the cars, before returning home.

The main point of the event is to exercise one’s 
classic cars on country roads on a prescribed 
route and enjoy the scenery. It worked – my 
Mini Cooper ‘S’ seemed to enjoy the exercise 
and we certainly did! It has worked since we 
first did it in 2012 and has grown in popularity, 
as this year there were 65 cars. Every so often 
on the route one has to negotiate ramblers, 
horseback riders, tractors, Lycra clad cyclists 
or even locals in Range Rovers. An unhurried 
way of life, allowing us to enjoy the countryside 
alongside others enjoying their own pastimes.

The 65 cars included one Bentley Tourist 
Trophy from 1923 – total admiration for the 
owners as they threaded this beast down the 
country lanes. Five cars were of 2000 or later 
origin, perhaps destined for classic status one 
day. What was nice was that 45 of the cars 
were built in the 60s and 70s and were used 
on the road and enjoyed – not just posed with! 
The remainder were 80s and 90s cars. The 
cars were popular with local residents and 
children along the way, and it was fun to wave 
back and hoot as we passed them – I am sure 
they were waving at the cars!

The ‘tulip’ type instructions were clear and 
concise. We managed without using a Brantz, 
Halda or even a modern sat nav, not that there 
is anywhere in a classic unmodified 1960s Mini 
to pick up 12 volts.

My thanks to the whole organising team, but in 
particular to Peter and Mary Machin who are 
stalwarts in the organising club, the Redditch and 
District Car Club, but who are also regulars at 
the local Warwickshire Region meetings of the 
Mini Cooper Register. My heartfelt thanks also 
goes to the marshals who were always happy 
and smiling, despite the occasional shower of 
rain and the occasional case of sunburn.

The day before the event, long time members 
of the MCR Lesley and Geoff Bethel 
celebrated the birth of their first grandchild, 
a little girl to be called Corrin. Mum and Dad 
and baby are all well. The day after the event 
was Neal and Michaela Goldspring’s wedding 
anniversary. Next year for them is a silver 
occasion! Congratulations to Lesley and Geoff, 
welcome to Corrin, and congratulations to 
Michaela and Neal.

May I book now for next year?

Donald Farr

Photos taken by Josh Wilkins and  
Cliff Porter
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The Champagne Run
By Sarah Voss

Having been delayed by a whole twelve months (due to the severe 
cross channel delays last year), the Kent Region hosted the long 

awaited voyage to Reims this July. There was a great mix of cars old 
and new, from a F56 JCW to a Mk1 Cooper S Works rally replica, and 
lots in between! There was also a good mix of participant age groups 
and experience levels. For me, it was my first touring assembly trip in 
my car, and it was the first time my navigator had sat in a classic Mini! 
So, having given the car a pep talk, and with a petrol can and set of 
jump leads stowed, we set off on our way to Dover. We met bright 
and early on the seafront, with some members already unintentionally 
practicing the continental way to navigate a roundabout, before 
setting off to the ferry terminal. Having made the crossing (in two 
phases!) the teams arrived at the start point, where we were met by 
the Belgian MCR members, before everyone was en route to Arras.

Come Arras town centre, we negotiated the first of our road closures 
in the cars – which in our case was less than successful. Thankfully, 
it seems that if your car is sporting rally plates the locals are very 
forgiving! Cars, drivers, and navigators refuelled, we were then ready 
for stage two to Reims. 

We knew we were drawing near as the roads became a car spotter’s 
paradise, with the old circuit acting as a magnet for the fast and 
the rare. The Gueux pit buildings were a sight to behold, and are a 
meticulously maintained piece of history. There was the opportunity 
to explore the garages and stands, and attempt a ‘flying lap’, before 
heading to the hotel for dinner.
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A three course dinner and a good night’s sleep saw our return to the 
road the next day. Following some varied and creative interpretation of 
the directions to the Pommery Champagne Cave, we reconvened and 
embarked on our tour. We heard about the champagne making process 
and the inspirational Louise Pommery whilst getting a glimpse of a small 
portion of their 11 miles of subterranean tunnels and just a few of their 
20 million bottles of maturing champagne. A tour isn’t a tour without 
a taster, of course, and we had imbibed our first samples before lunch. 
A brief return to the circuit for some stunning photo opportunities 
with our friends from the Austin Reims Mini Club and we were then 
reluctantly on our way home, taking in some beautiful villages and views 
over the vineyards on the way.

Soon some more road closures added to the fun - especially if you 
were in one of the cars with no map, no working phone, and no sat 
nav! As much by luck as by ingenuity, we returned to the planned 
route, and rejoined the rest of the assembly on the road to St Omer. 

All cars were very well behaved and covered the distance well in the 
heat – with everyone reaching the finish point in reasonable time. A sun 
drenched drink in the square at St Omer and, having covered around 
340 miles, we headed for the port, reconvening on the ferry for the 
prize giving. Bryan and Elizabeth Purves scooped the overall prize for 
the weekend, with Ann and John Mathews runners up. Carol and Ken 
Ridyard bagged the slightly less prestigious ‘Laid back in France’ prize, 
for admirably having managed a nap every day of the trip.

Many thanks go to Justin and Annmarie Ridyard for the extraordinary 
amount of organisation that went into planning the weekend, and 

Group photo of the touring participants
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the extraordinary amount of patience it 
must require to watch twenty six cars with 
the same instructions scatter in different 
directions on their way to the same 
destination. A truly all-inclusive event, with 
such a welcoming group of people - we are 
already planning our next trip!  

Sarah Voss –  
Car 5 Rover Cooper MPi

Minis parked up in front of the Gueux pit buildings at the Reims circuit

A short stop for a Mini photo opportunity Beautiful Arras complemented by beautiful Minis & MINIs!

The Champagne Run, take two! Cars lining up for the another section of the run
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The Cooper story began in July 1946 at Prescott Hill Climb when 
John Cooper drove the course in his prototype 500, chassis T2, 

which is currently being looked after by Peter Harvey, a friend of Pete 
Cresswell. Michael Cooper was not even a glint in John Cooper’s eye 
at the time. Our Australian contributor, Stephen Dalton has contributed 
many articles about Cooper cars in CooperWorld over the years and I 
am grateful to him for letting me reproduce his article in the July issue 
of CooperWorld for the celebration programme - so many people told 
me how much they enjoy reading Stephen’s historic articles. As we all 
know, Mini Coopers first appeared in 1961 thanks to John’s vision and 
his knowledge of tuning BMC A series engines.

I think Pete Cresswell convinced Peter Harvey that he should take his 
1946 T2 Cooper 500 to the event, which pleased Michael Cooper as I 
watched him inspect the car and reminisce. Pete Cresswell had written 
an article about the car in a 2010 issue of CooperWorld.  The car is 
amazing and Nick Hunter was not backward in asking to sit in the car! 
I hope the image will be reproduced as I was unable to get a picture on 
the exit of the Pardon hairpin as the 500 boys (!) were being naughty 
boys during practice which resulted in many red flags as litter and 
debris on the track was cleared away.

While I was helping out on the Bugatti Owners Club stand at the NEC last 
November, handing out the 2016 Prescott Hill Climb events calendar, I 
noticed that the Members’ meeting on 30th July would include a ‘70 years 
of Cooper celebration.’ I had an idea and asked Paul Sulma to insert an 
advert in CooperWorld to spread the word. At the time, I was not aware 
that the celebration had been conceived by George Shackleton who is 
President of the Cooper Car Club. I had met him many years before when 
he was navigating for his father on HRCR Clubman Championship events.

As a member of the Bugatti Owners Club, I had read an article in their 
magazine about a 1964 Monte event held at the venue and recognized 
Stuart Turner and Bill Price in a couple of the pictures.  I had a quick chat 
with Bill Price, who was very supportive of my idea to recreate a static 
display of cars which took part in a BBC televised event on 1st February 
1964 at the Prescott Hill Climb to celebrate Paddy Hopkirk’s success on 
the Monte Carlo Rally. I had seen a number of images from the event on an 
American image gallery site but sadly they did not respond to an e-mail to 
allow me to use their images. Luckily, Bill had been at the 1964 event and 
sent me a colour photo which he had taken at it.

George Shackelton of the Cooper Car Club asked for Mini Coopers 
to be at the event through Robert Young, who then advised him that I 
had been working on a display for some time. The Cooper Car Club is 
a Facebook group whose members have Cooper and Cooper Sports 
Cars from 1946 to 1969.

I must admit that I did find a copy of Doug Nye’s ‘World Champions 
– Cooper Cars’ from regular trader, Simon Lewis at a recent Prescott 
event so began to research the Cooper history.   There is very little 
comment in the book about the Mini Cooper but maybe that was 
because the book was based on the history and success of the F1 World 
Championship team and its origins. An interesting read though.

John Cooper was a keen supporter of the Italian Job Charity Run and 
was proud of his yellow cap. The 1997 Rover Mini Cooper MPi which 
I purchased in March 2000 to take part in the Italian Job Charity event 
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70 years of Cooper celebration at Prescott Hill Climb 30th July 2016
By Cliff Porter
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Three significant Minis parked up at Prescott -  
Green/white Cooper Car Co. 'S', Ex-Works red/white 
Cooper and blue Ex Richard Longman 1275GT

Lining up for the start of the hillclimb



was originally a John Cooper Garages car complete with a very worn 
1959/60 World Championship decal on the boot lid.  I am the second 
private owner and have had so much fun with the car including the 
2004 Lombard Revival Rally and also MSA Endurance Rally events in 
2005 and 2006, thanks to the vision of the late Philip Young (who also 
put together the 1994 Minis to Monte Event). I had entered the 2006 
Lombard Rally with Neil Burgess as part of the MiniWorld team but 
failed to start due to a malfunction in the ECU. The car was originally 
registered R674 GPN but was re-registered R8 EM0 in memory of the 
late Raymond Baxter, who was a close friend of my father and who 
supported me in my interest in motorsport.

Raymond Baxter was key to the BBC televised event in 1964.The results 
of the Monte were based on a handicap and Paddy in his Mini beat the 
power of the Ford Falcon driven by Bo Ljungdfelt.  The event at Prescott 
is credited as being Ray’s idea, as he was part of the BMC Works team 
and also a commentator for the BBC; he also devised the handicap for 
the event. The first editor of the MCR club magazine was none other 
than Simon Wheatcroft, who provided me with a copy of the period 
Motoring News report at the time for further research purposes.

Through the Bugatti Owners’ Club, I have access to their archives 
including details and pictures of the 1964 event taken by a former 
Chairman who saw two Ford Falcons parked outside a local hostelry 
which is no longer there. One of the drivers was none other than the 
late Graham Hill who drove Ford Falcon No.206 on the Monte. 

Records show that Paddy did not repeat his winning way on the day 
due to a rotor arm failure on his first run. There were three runs up the 
hill and down the return road with one down the hill. The interesting 
point to make here is that it was not 33 EJB but 569 FM0 with 37 on 
the doors on that day. Even in 1964 rotor arms were suspect!  Bill 
Price, Paddy Hopkirk and Stuart Turner posed for a picture.

I am grateful to Chris Harper of MiniSport who kindly arranged for 
Paddy’s replica of 33 EJB to be at the event alongside the Cooper T72 
which they rebuilt. Paddock displays included Minisport Cooper 72 and 
33 EJB replica as part of the Monte 1964 display, Rally Minis and Race 
Minis including the CCC Unipower and Hillclimb cars. Prescott had 
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Three famous gentlemen with three famous cars :- left to right:- Paddy 
Hopkirk by 33EJB replica, Mike Cooper and a Cooper F1 race car, John 
Rhodes stepping away from Cooper Car Co. race car

8 port and fuel injected Cooper Car Co. race car owned by Pat Walker MCR car display at Prescott Cooper 70 years celebrations

Left to right - Messrs Bill Price, Paddy Hopkirk and Stuart Turner 
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allocated the space behind their office to 977 ARX, 540 TDV, 120 MNP 
and the Longman 1275 Clubman race car.

Unfortunately, delays during the practice meant that the display cars, 
including John’s 1946 car, were unable to take part in a lunchtime 
cavalcade run but at least Mike Cooper in his T72 and Paddy Hopkirk 
in 33 EJB were allowed up the hill. They both enjoyed themselves and 
Paddy returned to the paddock without any car failure!

July has always been a popular month for Mini Cooper events including the 
30th birthday of the first Mini Cooper Register club magazine in 1986; the 
last Mk3 S was built in June 1971. The 26th anniversary of the launch of the 
RSP was on 10th July 1990 and the new MINI Cooper was launched in July 
2001. A year later the John Cooper S Works version was launched.

The Cooper brand, in my opinion has advanced way beyond the 
Formula years and also F1 Championship successes in 1959/60 thanks 
to the vision of the late great John Cooper, who saw the competition 
potential in the Mini that was designed by his friend Alec Issigonis way 
back in the 1950s. Sadly John passed away in December 2000 but his 

memory and influence on the Mini, MINI and Cooper of course will live 
on thanks to the vision of the MINI brand.

In the main car park there was a very impressive display of around 40 
Minis and I am grateful to Neal Goldspring and his family for organising 
the spectator car display and bringing along the Herts & North London 
gazebo. Clive Brooks of the Thames Valley region proudly displayed the 
region’s flag at the event too.

There were 14 competitors in the Mini class who were well behaved and 
seemed to enjoy the day. Tim Dennis won the class and it was good to 
see Matt Clarke back at Prescott with his fresh engine. Many members of 
the Mk1 Performance Conversions Forum supported the event too.  

I think the day will not be repeated. The management at Prescott had 
organised the lower paddock with priority for the Cooper celebrations 
which made the event very special for the visitors.  The sun shone on 
our parade and the ice cream van did a roaring trade - pity it was not a 
Mini ice cream van!

I did manage to take a few photos despite trying to talk to everyone who 
supported the event. As I arrived on the day I missed an opportunity to 
take a photo of David Woodhouse’s Mini Cooper van towing his Cooper 
500 on its period trailer.  But as I left I got my chance.

I would like to say a big thank you to Mike Cooper, Paddy Hopkirk 
MBE, Bill Price, Stuart Turner and John Rhodes for your support.  
Unfortunately, Barrie Williams had been issued with a pass for the Sunday 
so did not turn up until the end of the meeting; we did miss him.

We did also manage to get around 70 Minis to attend at the event.
All in all a great day so thank you John and Alec for so much.

Finally, a comment from Nicky Porter who was the first to respond to 
my event advert.  “Back in the 60s and 70s there were about ten of us 
Mini competitors. We were all good friends and have kept in touch over 
the last 40 years or so. Sadly, there are only five of us left and four of us 
met up at Prescott at the weekend.”  He also added a photo of the four 
of them at Prescott.

Cliff Porter

Dr “Henry” Blacklidge,  
Paul “Alex” Boyle,  
Michael Flather and Nicky Porter
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Heading home after a great day at Prescott
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Mini Cooper Register Bournemouth Weekend                                                           
27th January – 29th January 2017, Hinton Firs Hotel

Hi All

How quick a year has gone – and how soon the preparations of 
this weekend have come round.

Just a reminder for all who pre-booked from the 2016 event if you 
haven’t already been contacted by the hotel for your deposit they 
should be in touch shortly or please make contact with the hotel 
on 01202 555409 to pay your deposit, it will speed things up for 
the hotel and make the process easier for all.  A deposit of £20 
per person will be required.

This means for all those who haven’t booked and are interested 
need to contact the hotel as any remaining rooms will be allocated 
on a first come first served basis from November 1st.

For those of you who haven’t yet experienced this weekend event 
please try and join us – it is a great way to meet up with fellow 
members in lovely surroundings and a scenic location – it certainly 
makes a refreshing change during otherwise miserable winter 
months.  I can guarantee you will enjoy it.

The weekend will take its usual format kicking off with a guest 
speaker on Friday night, and then starting with a short road run 
on Saturday Morning ending at a place of local interest followed 

by a KWIZZ Saturday afternoon ahead of the candlelit dinner 
Saturday evening with a fundraising raffle with very generously 
donated prizes of which proceeds go to a nominated worthy 
cause followed by evening entertainment.  Then the weekend is 
finished on Sunday with a hearty breakfast and followed by a filling 
Sunday Lunch to fuel your tank for your journey’s home!!!  Whilst 
waiting for Sunday Lunch during the Sunday morning there will 
be a chance to take a stroll along the sea-front taking or relax in 
the hotel – whichever you prefer!!!  There will also be a chance 
to purchase hand-made jewellery and other items which may be 
available for purchase.

Dress code for Saturday evening is as announced at this year’s 
event is black tie/formal wear but of course this is not at all 
compulsory but just adds to the experience of the weekend!!!!

If you have any queries or would like to contribute towards 
the weekend in any way or have any special requests – I always 
appreciate any volunteers who come forward to help make the 
weekend great for all of us please of course contact me on  
07950 753299 or 07910 901462.

Best Regards

Josh Bromage
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In memory of Peter Riley
6 OCTOBER 1930 TO 7 JULY 2016

P eter was born in Edgbaston, Birmingham where his father and 
mother, William and Catherine, lived. William Riley was primarily 

a glass manufacturer and later became involved with the film industry. 
After schooling at Rugby, when 19, Peter became an undergraduate at 
Cambridge University achieving a degree in mechanical engineering. 
Peter travelled extensively during his life and, when a young man, went to 
Jamaica for about two years working as an engineer on a sugar plantation.

Interested in motorsport, he acquired a Healey Silverstone while at 
university, a rather desirable car of the period. In 1950 he entered his first 
event, a CUAC (Cambridge University Automobile Club) speed trial held 
at Bedwell Hey, an old RAF airfield near Ely, driving an MG TC. Two cars 
in front of Peter in the scrutineering queue was an HRG 1500 driven by a 
certain Jack Sears. The two got talking and soon found out they were both 
on their first event. Jack and Peter were to become lifelong friends but, 
at that time, neither could have foreseen that they would be sharing an 
Austin Healey 3000 in the Le Mans 24 Hour race ten years’ hence.

Peter’s first international rally was the 1951 Liege-Rome-Liege, when his 
friend Bill Lamb suggested they should enter Peter’s unmodified Healey 
Silverstone, the two youngsters imagining an idyllic sojourn across Europe. 
Despite running a big-end a few days before departure, and with the help 
of a mate, Archie Scott-Brown, the car was repaired just in time. With 
126 starters, this proved to be an epic adventure resulting, much to their 
surprise, in them winning the 3-litre class from the three ‘Works’ Lancias 
and finishing 8th overall - his subsequent career speaks for itself!

Peter was making quite a name for himself racing GT cars including, for 
example, MG, Lotus Mk VI, Lotus Eleven, Lotus Elite, Porsche Carrera, 
and Fairthorpe Electron. When he was invited to join the BMC rally 
team by Marcus Chambers in 1959, he even took a flat in Abingdon 
to be with and learn as much as possible about the team. Peter was a 
very likeable, well-rounded man (in the physical sense too) and soon 
earned the nickname ‘Bear’ due mainly to his close cropped fair hair, 
mild manner, and shaggy clothing.

In 1961 he went into partnership with David Hiam, who had been 
Dunlop rally manager, in a business selling motor accessories and 
promoting Britax seat belts in the Midlands. In March 1962 Peter 
married Ann ‘Wiz’ Wisdom at Ferring in Sussex with the rallying vicar, 
Rupert Jones, officiating (their wedding car was a full-blown Works 
Austin Healey 3000 rally car). ‘Wiz’ was, of course, a great friend and 
co-driver to Pat Moss, forming the most formidable ladies’ rallying 
partnership of all time.

In addition to his time as a BMC Works driver, Peter also drove for the 
Ford team and latterly in Sunbeam Tigers for Rootes. His last Works 
drive was in the 1965 Tulip Rally in a Tiger. Peter entered an ex-Works 
Morris Mini Cooper 997cc in the 1964 Tulip Rally with co-driver Ann 
Riley – possibly their only event together.

In 1969 Peter joined up with Paddy Hopkirk as a director of the 
successful Mill Accessory Group based at Eaton Bray which specialized 
in the manufacture of alloy road wheels as well as various motorsport 
accessories; they remained in partnership for approximately 20 years.

Peter and Ann had two children, Jenny and Tim. Jenny is happily 
married and now lives in Nepal editing scientific papers, while Tim 
entered the motorsport business becoming an exceptional rally 
engineer preparing cars and servicing on events all around the world; 
in recent years Tim moved to live in New Zealand.

Peter never lost his enthusiasm for rallying and was often seen out 
marshalling on club events. When Philip Young invented the Classic 
Marathon, Peter was often a member of the marshalling team 
running controls all over Europe. He later supported his wife Ann in 
various farming enterprises with commercial and pedigree cattle at 
their home Kirby Grounds near Towcester. Sadly, Ann passed away in 
October last year.

We express our deepest sympathies to Jenny, Tim and the family.

Peter Riley with his wife Ann on the 1964 Tulip Rally
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BRYAN PURVES 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryanpurves1@gmail.com 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm
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The Mobil Economy Run 

Having read Robert Young's Archive article in the 
August issue of CooperWorld I thought the following 
might be of interest.

The Cirencester Car Club have organised a Corinium 
Run for many years - a splendid Sunday run round 
stunning Cotswold countryside. Having done several 
Mobil Economy Runs, I suggested some ten years 
ago that they should add an economy element which 
they've done ever since.

They put a tape over filler caps at the start of the run 
then fill tanks at the end - at competitors' expense of 
course - noting the fuel used and the cost. They issue 
results in mpg and pence-per-mile.
No big deal and not a hugely competitive element but 
it does add interest to the day.

They take pics of all competitors at a pretty spot early in 
the day then issue results certificates featuring those pics.
If there's a weighbridge en route it is possible to use 
the old Mobil coefficient to compare large and small 
cars but that's not vital.
Because they take cars of all ages, people are often 
out in the villages smiling and waving, not grimacing 
and fist shaking.

Re your comment about the 'third man' on the Mobil, 
these were drawn by lot. The year I did the event in a baby 
Fiat we drew the heaviest observer for the section in the 
Lakes. We were a bit slow up the Wrynose and Hardknott 
passes but I've never gone down them quicker...

Regards 

Stuart Turner

A bit more on the Mobil Economy Run 

Whilst surfing the internet (or was it Facebook?) I came 
across the BL Mini advert below which obviously related 
to the Mobil Economy Run that Robert Young covered in 
last month’s issue of the magazine. Hence, when I came 
across this advert, I thought I would share it here for added 
interest since it mentions the figure of 51mpg that was 
achieved at the time on the particular Mobil run in 1973 
in a standard Mini Clubman. It’s interesting to note that 
the 51mpg figure was somewhat lower than that achieved 
by those undertaking the run in the proceeding 20 years, 
where they managed to achieve figures in less developed 
cars/engines, etc. of between 58.68mpg at the higher end 
of the range and 53.86mpg at the lower end. You would 
perhaps have expected better economy performance from 
the Clubman wouldn’t you? So, was this poorer outcome 
down to poor driver technique? Or was it down to the 
poorer aerodynamics of the flat nosed Clubman shape? 
Does anybody have their own theory as to the possible 
reason/s for this apparent discrepancy? Do email me with 
any theories you might have and would be happy to share 
with us at the usual email address editor@minicooper.org.

Paul Sulma - editor

P.S. I do like the last throwaway line in the advert – 
“It’s a rally winner too!” Perhaps that was stretching 
the claim a bit in 1973!

LETTERS
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01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR
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Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm. *Terms & Conditions apply, visit https://cherished.carolenash.com/terms-and-conditions.aspx †Based on an average customer, saving 41% when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. 
Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MG Midget. Previous multi-classic car savings from 7.2.2014 until 11.5.2015 were 28%. Up to 41% savings available from 11.5.2015. ^Terms and conditions 
apply - cherished.carolenash.com/terms-and-conditions.aspx **Terms and conditions apply - call for details Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of 
Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Exclusive for Mini  
Cooper Register Members
WIN Goodwood 
Revival Tickets

Call our Mini Cooper Register Specialists Devon or Christina on

0800 083 6302
cherished.carolenash.com
Classic  |  Camper Van    |  Specialist  |  Military  |  Performance

/insideclassics.com @insideclassics

SIMPLY CALL FOR A QUOTE TO BE ENTERED 
INTO OUR FREE PRIZE DRAW*

 u Free Agreed Value^

 u Salvage Retention**

 u  UK & EU breakdown worth over £100  
- includes Homestart 

 u  Up to £100,000 Legal Expenses cover  
in the event of an accident that’s not 
your fault

 u  Club member discounts**

YOUR CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 
POLICY INCLUDES:

 YOU COULD  

SAVE 41% 
WITH A MULTI-CLASSIC POLICY†
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It was a significant day on Wednesday 20th September 1961 – the 
public release day for the originally titled Austin Seven Cooper 

and Morris Mini Cooper, plus the 848cc based ‘Super’ range. 
However, this tale really should start before that September day – 
around two years before in fact. 

Depending on the source, sometimes the folklore gets a little 
confusing regarding John Cooper, the 1959 Italian GP and the 
‘Mini’. Sometimes it goes that John Cooper (soon to be F1 
Constructors’ World Champion for the first time) borrowed 
one of the BMC Publicity Department’s early cars – often 
assumed to be the red Austin Seven UK registered YOK 250 
- for the trip to the 13th September 1959 Monza event (just 
a little over 2 weeks since the Mini’s public release). But, 
in Cooper Golden Years, Andrew Ferguson makes a point 
that John took his Ford Zodiac and trailer (full of engines 
and gearboxes for his Cooper team) to that event. The Mini 
that was the hit at Monza was a blue Morris Mini Minor UK 
registered 381 GFC and was supplied directly from Cowley to 
then Aston Martin’s GP driver Roy Salvadori, the car arriving 
the day before his continental journey began, scheduled with 
Reg Parnell driving the route in his beautiful Aston DB4. Roy 
was a regular tester for Sporting Motorist magazine at the time 
and it was under these auspices that the Mini headed to Italy as 
his mode of transport for an extended road test. 

Suffice to say, it got noticed by many of racing’s elite. In Roy’s 
words, repeated here verbatim “At Monza the car attracted an 
unusual – almost embarrassing – amount of interest; we might 
have turned up in the Scarab, ready to take on everything.  Many 
well-known drivers and constructors asked to try the car round 
the network of roads inside the circuit, and we let them enjoy the 
experience. Among them mention might be made of Messrs David 
Brown  and John Cooper, and no doubt had Mr Vandervell and 
Comm. Ferrari come along when we had the car at the autodrome 
they would also have succumbed. The drivers who sampled the new 
baby were Jack Brabham, Bruce McLaren, Carroll Shelby, and others. 
John Wyer of Aston Martin Lagonda and Tim Parnell were others 
who tried the car, and whose opinions I also valued. The wide smiles 
and enthusiastic comments which greeted me on the return of each 
of them confirmed my own views, but made me hesitate about the 
wisdom of liberality. What tricks were being performed out of sight 
around those narrow internal roads? So I decided to curtail these 
joy rides before my transport back to England suffered too severely 
and the Editor had B.M.C. asking what sort of tester he used. John 
Cooper in particular – himself a constructor with no small claim to 
fame, current form suggests – confirmed my conclusions that the 
car’s performance and roadholding were something quite new and 
exciting in small-car motoring.” 

So, John Cooper was a very keen participant in those Monza 
‘Mini’ joy rides, that in his own version always mentions Ferrari 
and Fiat engineer Aurelio Lampredi disappearing in the car for 
over 30 minutes and recounting the Lampredi response of “If 
that car wasn’t so damned ugly, I’d shoot myself”. Roy doesn’t 
specifically mention Aurelio in his SM feature, but Roy and the 
car were at Monza from the Wednesday before the race and 
left on the following Monday. So, despite the main GP activities, 
there was plenty of time for John Cooper to hand the car over 
to Aurelio, with Roy busy with his own activities and left none 
the wiser about who had the car at any given time. Hence his 
comment about stopping the joy rides! Suffice to say, Roy was 
sufficiently impressed to purchase his own Mini.

In early 1959, the Cooper Car Co Ltd had many irons in the fire. 
Because of their rear engine racing car construction, they’d been 
messing around trying to create a GT road car, using a Renault 
Dauphine as the basis to which they installed a Coventry-
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

Reg Parnell’s Aston Martin DB4 and Salvadori’s Cowley Press fleet ‘Mini’

Roy Salvadori (middle) and ‘Mini’ joy riders, Jack Brabham and Bruce 
McLaren at Monza

Cooper’s replaced Renault’s production drive train with this Coventry 
Climax package



were essentially just covering costs at the £148 figure. 
There were some repercussions from this, but Alec saw 
it more as good publicity in what, after all, was the start 
of a harmonious BMC/Cooper working arrangement for 
more than a decade.

Meanwhile, the ‘Mini’ bug slowly gained momentum 
with the motoring press through to the local motor 
club enthusiasts asking for more power for the car. 
This, of course, was the exact opposite to what 
transpired during the car’s development with capacity 
trimmed from 948cc to 848cc when the car was 
deemed too fast with the larger engine. Press and 
enthusiasts alike had found the car’s great handling 
characteristics and wanted to be able to exploit it. 
That gap was quickly filled by established tuners, such 
as Alexander, Speedwell and  Downton having put 
their ‘A’ Series knowledge developed with the A30/
A35, Minor and Sprite to the new fangled Austin and 
Morris ‘baby’ car. It was the beginning of what would 
become a booming industry throughout the 1960s and 
beyond for many.

Some fourteen months after the Mini was released, 
at London’s 1960 Earls Court Motor Show press day 
- Tuesday, 18th October, 1960 - when everyone who 
was anyone got to mingle with the industry, a poignant 
moment was snapped by a press photographer. There 
it was days later in the pages of the 26th October 
1960 issue of ‘The Motor’, a group of influential BMC 
lieutenants published standing together with the father 
and son racing car manufacturers, Charles and John 
Cooper, then current F1 Grand Prix Constructors’ 
World Champions. Those lieutenants snapped with 
the Coopers were Sidney V Smith, BMC’s then 
Engineering Co-ordinator; Charles Griffin, Morris 
Motors’ then Chief Designer; and Alec Issigonis, 
BMC’s then Chief Engineer and, of course, Mini 
designer. The photo caption said it all, “What plan is 
being hatched by this gathering of BMC technicians and 
championship-winning racing car constructors?” What 
plan indeed! If only the magazine knew how poignant 
the comment was. No doubt they had been chatting 
about the weather and Cooper senior was probably 
cursing the lack of chairs! He actually made an offer for 
a table and 4 chairs from Radford’s show stand. I kid 
you not! They could indeed have been talking faster 
Mini Minors and Sevens. There was enough power 
and influence in that small group to set the wheels in 
motion to at least test the idea before BMC’s then MD 
and Deputy Chairman, George Harriman was given a 
sniff of the idea.

However, despite Alec Issigonis playing the foil with 
his “I designed it for the district nurse” response when 
any of this ‘hot’ Mini nonsense was broached, John 
Cooper knew him well enough for the ‘hot’ Mini idea 
to gain his and George Harriman’s support – called 
“the headmaster” by Issi – well before the Earls Court 
motor show took place. John was sent away with one 
of the original batch of August 1959 Chobham ‘Mini’ 
release cars - Austin Seven YOK 250 that he and 
Ginger Devlin would ‘Cooperise’ before unveiling it 
to Alec and George. I wish I knew the date this took 
place, but I’m yet to unravel it (and maybe never 
will). That Austin Seven was present with Cooper at 
the 16th July 1960 British GP meeting and was what I 
consider cryptically written up in the September 1960 
issue of Motor Racing “John Cooper was seen driving an 
Italian racing red Mini Minor in the Silverstone paddock.” 
No further explanations damn it! 

Sorry, but space has beaten us; here I must leave you until 
next month…

Stephen Dalton
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Climax engine in its tail in place of the Renault original. There was a little bit 
of publicity for this project at the time, but once its handling characteristics 
had tested the abilities of even GP racing drivers and the ‘Mini’ had come 
into John’s thoughts, it was quietly sold off to an Eton teacher. Plus of course, 
Coopers were about to embark on a serious crack at the F1 Grand Prix World 
Championship and continue building customer racing cars. Suffice to say they 
were pretty busy at this time.

At around the same time the Mini was released, the new production engine-
based Formula Junior category was also on the minds of those at Surbiton. 
John Cooper visited long time friend Alec Issigonis, regarding access to a ‘hot’ 
Sprite ‘A’ Series motor for his upcoming Cooper FJ. Through BMC’s Morris 
Engines division, he put in a request for five engines on 19th October 1959 
and more orders would follow. However, BMC’s initial response, or lack of 
it, made for a bit of an awkward beginning. T G Bradley was slow to give 
Coopers a firm delivery date and unit price – that took until 17th November 
and at a price of £148 per unit, a figure John was probably happy to see, 
given Coopers issued a price list for the car on 14th November with a £250 
variation whether supplied with engine or not. It was later picked up by BMC’s 
engine designer, Bill Appleby, in correspondence to Alec Issigonis that BMC 

See through view of Cooper’s T52 Formula Junior

26/10/60 The Motor published this photo with the high profile BMC and Cooper 
members at Earls Court

The ‘lavish’ 1960 British GP, Silverstone ‘CCC’ paddock – YOK 250 visible at 
the top of photo



28 | www.minicooper.org

THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young

Rover then went a step further with their Mini Merchandise brochure. 
Here all things Mini related could be bought – all having that all 
important Mini logo emblazoned on the goods. The list is diverse, 
from ball point pens, pen knives, lighters, travel alarm clocks, cuff 
links, wallets, money clips, sewing kits, ladies’ compact cases and even 
a shaving kit (for the ladies?), but not forgetting the obligatory and 
essential key ring!

Casual clothing was also on offer including fleeces, shirts, T-shirts and 
polo shirts.  All, I have to say, looked to be good quality merchandise 
and tastefully designed.

We also have brochures for the Mini 35 and the Mini Sidewalk. I liked the 
small Mini Monte Carlo brochure, as I always thought that a very nice 
limited edition. Of all the 'special cars' Rover produced, to offer one that 
commemorated the return to Monte Carlo in 1994, thirty years after the 

With the Archive contributions a little 
quiet at the moment, I thought I’d 

look back through some old stuff we have 
and I came across a selection of late Rover 
Cooper sales brochures from Andy Carter. 
These are always good to look back on – 
harping back to the pre year 2000 when 
the Mini was still available new. I have to say 
it seems only yesterday that the Mini was 
finally killed off and given the 'Classic Mini' 
badge to wear in perpetuity. But yes, the 
old Mini has been dead for quite a few years 
now and, although they are still occasionally 
to be seen on the roads, I think their 
presence is declining rapidly. Rover Minis 

were never the best built and, unless good care was taken by the owner 
in the bodywork department, many will now be showing advanced signs 
of tin worm. It’s a shame, as I can’t see any other car of the equivalent 
age being in such poor condition bodywork wise. I think that alone has 
diminished numbers, along with the ill advised Government's Scrappage 
scheme a while back put in place to boost the car industry. Having said 
all that, I’m amazed at the high price paid for late Rover Coopers; they 
certainly do hold their values despite the dubious quality issues.

Now back to the Rover brochures. Of course, the Rover Cooper, to 
which we hold a special allegiance, was only a part of the range of Rover 
Minis available. As we know, many specials were produced by Rover 
to boost sales and increase interest in the marque. Additionally, a vast 
array of merchandise also grew up within the later years of the Mini. 
As we all know, bits to bolt onto your Mini have been around since 
the car's inception back in 1959 and I guess that trade has never gone 
away. Many of these items were considered to be optional extras. An 
entire brochure of  ‘Approved Accessories for the Rover Mini’ has a vast 
array of goodies to add to your Mini or indeed Rover Cooper, some 
quite tasteful, others less so….how about a Zip graphic going down the 
entire side of the car revealing a Union Jack as it is unzipped…um? Not 
for me! As is normal with most car company approved goodies, they 
are bloody expensive. A leather gear knob at £30 seems a little steep 
as did a polished set of stainless over riders at £141. Oh, and that zip 
graphic can be had for £111 – a snip!
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Mini first won there, was a creditable idea. Of course it too came with a 
good number of approved accessories to further embellish the car, some at 
least useful, such as a sump guard and extra lights with headlight upgrades.

Going a little further back in time there are a couple of brochures from 
John Cooper Garages on their Rover Cooper and Cooper S. These date 
from 1992 and 1994 respectively. It’s good to reflect that John Cooper 
did more than his fair share at getting the Rover Cooper reintroduced, 
initiated by his conversions of the car in the early days and re-establishing 
the Mini Cooper name. He, of course, continued to modify the standard 
Rover Cooper to various degrees of tune, up to his S conversion – and 
beyond in some cases. The two brochures here illustrate well the amount 
of new engine bits that went into their car together with the extra luxury 
fitment of leather and walnut if desired. They too followed the Rover 
trend by also offering additional design items such as hats, umbrellas , 
T-shirts, etc., all under the banner of 'accessories for the driver'.

Finally, before leaving this good collection of brochures, we have a large 
format brochure for the Mini range dating from 1994. This includes the 
Mini Sprite, Mayfair, Cooper and also the Cabriolet. Looking through 
the small print of the engine performance figures, it is interesting to note 
that the Cabriolet had the same engine fitted as that in the Mini Cooper, 
which is a 1275cc 63PS engine, whilst the Mayfair and Sprite had the less 
powerful 53PS engine. I’m not really sure why the Cabriolet was not 
actually designated as Cooper, as it was certainly fitted with a Cooper 
engine. I’m sure it would have sold in larger numbers had it been called a 
Cooper Cabriolet. I can just see one in dark green with Cooper bonnet 
stripes, quite the part. I wouldn’t have wanted one as I like a bit of metal 
over my head, but I’m sure others would have loved it.

Now we have an Austin Salesman manual loaned by Chris Spennewyn, which 
he picked up at a local Autojumble. This, as the title suggests, is a manual 
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designed for car salesmen to help sell Austin cars. The little pocket book has 
two models featured within its maroon vinyl wallet – one being (in this case) 
the Austin Westminster and the other, you guessed it, the Austin Seven. 

We’ll gloss over the Westminster and head straight to the Mini’s pitch. 
The Austin Seven salesman’s guide, as it is called, is a 50 page booklet, 
extolling all of the key features of this new car (it was published in 
September 1959). You can just hear the 'Cholmondley Warner' vocals 
leaping off the page! The Mini being so new and radical, as we all know, 
did meet a reasonable amount of sales resistance in its early years – it 
was far from the instant runaway success it was later to become.

And now back to the salesman’s guide. This booklet is marked as 
‘Confidential’, which assumes only restricted salesmen could give this 
information out to prospective punters! Nevertheless, it does tell the 
salesman what are the key points to sell the car upon. If indeed our super 
keen salesman informed Mr.& Mrs. Joe Public of the entire contents of 
the booklet, they would be there for a good couple of hours, culminating 
with a list of one hundred and one selling features of the Mini!

I have to say that the guide is a really good read and highly informative 
and, although dated in approach, the information is as good today as 
it was all those years ago. It also has a lot of photos that I’ve not seen 
before. The booklet kicks off with the principle selling features of the 
Mini – roominess, ease of parking, handling, performance, economy, 
safety, luggage & parcel accommodation, and servicing.

Each of the headings above is then expanded over a couple of pages 
with photos and drawings to add to the sales pitch. Mind you, the 
servicing pitch did make me chuckle, where it states that the car 
'only' has 13 grease points and that the 'Powerpack' (read engine and 
gearbox) complete with suspension wheel assembly can be removed by 
taking out just 10 bolts and similarly the rear subframe with just 8 bolts 
(sounds just a tad easier than in practice!)

We then move on to the more detailed stuff. The body construction and 
trim is covered over several pages. Interestingly, the dust and water sealing 
qualities get good coverage which, with the early cars shipping water by 
the bucket load, must have raised a few hackles with new owners. I was 
interested that the cars were vacuum tested in a dust chamber to test all of 
the joints and sills. Air was pumped out of the car and any leaking seals would 
then show a dust trace on the joint. Rust proofing also gets a good plug. Of 
note is that the paint process to the car is described as 'synthetic enamel'. 
This puts paid to the idea that they were all painted in Cellulose paint. 

The booklet then goes onto detail, in some depth, about both the engine 
and gearbox, clutch and final drive. Lest we not forget, this much proved A 
series engine, mounted on a transverse gearbox and incorporating the final 
drive, all sharing the same oil, was, indeed, revolutionary stuff and the largest 
contributing factor to the small size of the Mini, whilst still maintaining large 
internal dimensions. These are things that we now take for granted but, back 
in 1959, this was ground breaking stuff. Of other ground breaking innovations, 
the completely new rubber suspension also came in for a trumpet blow - and 
rightly so. This new system aided in no small way to the superb handling of 
the car. All independent suspension was far from common place and helped 
greatly the Mini’s reputation as a car that could corner as if on rails. 

Robert Young
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I bought my Rover Mainstream Cooper in the summer 2009. For reasons 
which I won't go into here, he was soon named Matt Demon, often 

shortened to MD. There was an excellent service history and pile of 
receipts from over the years that came with the car. Since I've owned him, 
other than the usual service items and tyres, Matt Demon has had a new 
alternator, gas shocks, hi-lows, RC40 exhaust, new fuse box, headlights, 
battery, accelerator cable, steering column bushes, front brake overhaul 
(new calipers, discs, hoses, etc.).In July 2010 I had some of the bodywork 
attended to and a partial re-spray.

On the most recent MOT, an advisory was noted that one of the rear 
brakes was down on efficiency. On investigation, I found that a rear wheel 
cylinder was partially seized so I ordered and fitted a new one.
On the way back from the London to Brighton run I noticed that the water 

temperature was slightly higher than it had previously been on long journeys 
and so I decided on a cooling system overhaul. I bought a Fletcher radiator, 
new hoses, stainless steel hose clips and a water pump. At the same time, I 
decided to get the carb refurbished as the tickover had been getting erratic 
and adjustments didn't seem to make much difference. I also got a cone 
type air filter instead of using the Rover Cooper huge plastic air cleaner 
housing. Without going into the details of scraped knuckles, etc. (which you 
have all done), since replacing those items the car runs beautifully.

I might be tempting fate here but during the time I've owned this car
it's never leaked any oil!

Lorraine Hampson
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www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

01376 574000 
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Classic Car  -  Modern Car  -  Classic 4x4 
Classic Military  -  Classic Bike  -  Classic Commercial

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great 
deal on your RENEWAL, our classic 

car policies deliver exceptional 
cover at very affordable premiums

Our ‘BEST’ Deal In 
CLASSIC MINI INSURANCE

Single Car 
Policies

Multi-Car 
Discounts

Modern & Classic 
Cars on One Policy* 

MCR Member Discounts

Special Rates 
for Collections 

FREE Agreed Value 

FREE Breakdown & 
Recovery 

All Minis 10 years 
& older

£75
 from

 50%
 up to

 Terms & Conditions apply

 PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers.  
*Subject to Insurers terms please ask for details



Masters Festival Donington Park  2nd-3rd July 2016
By David Young

COMPETITION
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Masters pre-66 Touring Cars

So, the motor racing fraternity screwed up the dates once again 
- this time for the Historics. The trouble is there are not too 

many Historic F1s and even fewer appendix K pre 66 saloons. Thus, 
the Masters FIA Historic weekend at Donington was run on the 
same weekend as the Brands Hatch Super Prix. Being a world FIA 
championship, I guess the F1s mainly went to Donington, but more 
importantly to me, the pre 66 tin tops seem to have gone to Brands 
Hatch along with the 70s and 80s Celebration of Super Tourers. I had 
to go to Donington as 2 nights had already been booked at the hotel 
just after Christmas; this was long before Brands had its dates or race 
calendar sorted. Still, we had 13 cars in the pre 66 race, 4 Mini Cooper 
Ss, 5 Lotus Cortinas, 3 Ford Mustangs and 1 Ford Fairlane which, by 
the way, had a 7 litre V8 engine under the bonnet and was driven by 
Henry Mann.

Qualifying was held around Saturday lunchtime just after the F1s had 
been out.  Super excited, the cars ran out of the pits, 2 laps and down 
came the rain, not much, but just enough to make the track so slippery 
that the times in the dry laps were never beaten. They came close but 
a 30-minute period was not enough to actually dry the circuit to let that 

happen. Unsurprisingly, Henry Mann did just 1 lap and set a time of 
1:54.623. The fastest Mini was that of Jonathan Lewis at 2:03.04, but he 
did 2 laps and both in the damp!  

The other Minis were driven by Ron Maydon in his Hesketh painted 
‘S’ run by the Snetterton Speed Shop, Brian Johnson (of AC/DC 
fame) in his 1964 Appendix K car and Richard Dodkins in a very 
tasty Appendix K ‘S’. I had heard of Richard only in that he usually 
drove a Can Ams and other large historic machines but I had never 
seen him in a Mini!

The main race of Sunday morning was the 1 hour pre 66 Ton Tops. I 
managed to scoot round both sides of the chicane and the entrance to 
Redgate, and still take too many pictures.

What a start, Brian Johnson in the lead after the first lap! Jonathan 
Lewis got a better start but I think overcooked it somewhere, as 
he went from 1st in class to last. Of course Henry Mann powered 
away in his gas guzzler Ford and he was soon lapping all the Minis. 
Times were good; Jonathan Lewis got the fastest lap of 1:58.249 
with a 1293cc engine in his car and Henry Mann did a 1:53.959 with 
7,000cc engine in his!

Appendix K Mini Ss through the chicane

Ron Maydon in the ‘Hesketh S’ Richard Dodkins around the Melbourne loop in the rain



COMPETITION

Mini Cooper Register | 33

A mandatory pit stop of at least 1 minute had to be taken after the 
first 30 minutes. This had the Minis being un-lapped and a shuffle in 
order until they had all pitted. Richard Dodkins did not re-appear 
after the pit stop, and probably went home for his Sunday roast, 
which was a great shame as he has a beautiful car. Ron Maydon and 
Jonathan Lewis were having a right ding dong swapping order a few 
times. I guess Brian Johnson made a hash of things as he was a lap 
down by the end of the race. 

Jonathan Lewis managed to get past Ron Maydon after a bit of help 
from Henry Mann around Redgate - mirrors full of Ford Fairlane, Henry 
drove between them!

At the finish Jonathan had the class win with Ron Maydon 2nd and Brian 
Johnson 3rd. A truly great spectacle of Mini racing at its best. We just 
missed a few more.  

David Young

Jonathan Lewis coming out of Goddards

4 Minis tightly packed after the first 
lap with Brian Johnson in the lead

Henry Mann, Ron Maydon and Jonathan Lewis going into Redgate 



MINI CHALLENGE 2016 BRANDS HATCH MINI FESTIVAL
By David Young

COMPETITION

Sun, more sun, 60 MINIs, the Brands Hatch Indy Circuit and the MINI 
Challenge returned to Brands. As part of the MSVR MINI Festival, 

the MINI Challenge played the starring role of the weekend. The pit 
garages were full of MINI Challenge cars. Refined Concierge had their 
Marque up and full to capacity, using additional space overlooking the 
Cooper Straight.  Even Matt Neal came along to enjoy the coffee and 
watch his sons racing. He also had a go in Henry Neal’s JCW in the 
Friday Test session. Everybody was buzzing: crowds, teams, organisers 
and me, waiting for the start. 

The JCWs

Qualifying had the battle of the Smiths mixed in with David Grady 
and Charlie Butler-Henderson. Brett Smith (Eurotech) continued 
his good run of form with Pole position, followed by David Grady 
(Unitec), Rob Smith (MINI UK ViP), Chris Smith (Excelr8) and 
Charlie Butler-Henderson (MINI UK ViP). With 27 JCWs circulating 
at great speed and darting into and out of the pits, it was really 
down to luck if you got a flying lap without traffic in the allotted 
20 minutes. At long last, Neil Newstead (Oakfield MS) had finally 
started to get to grips with his JCW and was only 0.02 of a second 
behind Charlie.

The first race for the JCWs was at 16.00 hrs (4 o’clock in old money). A 
nice array of F56 JCWs made their way onto the grid - what a sight and 
a challenge to get them all into one picture! 

What a race! Brett leading the way from lights to flag with David 
Grady following close behind just waiting for an opportunity to 
overtake that never appeared. The real race was between the 
MINI UK ViP team drivers of Rob and Charlie. Charlie tried every 

trick in the book to get past Rob, whilst being totally honest and no 
dirty tricks – well, he was his team mate. The last lap started and 
Rob left the tiniest of gaps going into Paddock bend and Charlie 
pounced with the latest braking I have ever seen for the final step 
of the podium. Brilliant is all I can say. Charlie was beaming from 
ear to ear, as you do. “That was hard work” said Charlie after the 
race, but it also gave him the lead in the Championship. The notable 
others were Jono Brown (Excelr8) 5th, Luke Read (Sussex Road & 
Race) 6th with his best performance of the year, followed by Jeff 
Smith (Eurotech), Luke Caudle (Excelr8), Nathan Harrison (Coastal) 
with Neil Newstead rounding of the top 10 with 21 laps of the Indy 
Circuit. Roll on Sunday.

Sunday morning opened with the pre ‘66 Minis for the endurance race 
warming up. This was closely followed by the circuit being closed with 
the public being given access to all the MINIs in a pit lane walkabout in 
the hot sun.

Lunchtime came and went with the Coopers and Ss racing mid-
morning. The highlight of the day was the Grid Walk with all the MINIS 
on the grid allowing all the racegoers access to the grid, teams and 
drivers - what a sight! I was taking pictures whilst walking down to 
Paddock bend for the second JCW race.

David Grady scored a well-deserved victory, his third of the year. Brett 
Smith played follow the leader while Rob Smith was content just to beat 
Charlie. Charlie had an awful start and never really recovered from 
it, being followed by Luke Caudle, Neil Newstead, Henry Neal (Team 
Dynamics), Lawrence Davey (LDR), Nathan Harrison (Coastal) and 
Chris Smith making up the top 10.The top 10 clearly showing that any 
of these drivers are capable of a win if only they get a good start and 
lady luck is on their side.
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The JCW pits

F56 JCWs on the Grid

Grid Walkabout

Paddock bend
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second penalty moved him down to 8th place, but importantly he was 
still in the Championship lead.

The Coopers and Ss.

A mixed bag of cars and a massive problem for the grids. There were 31 
cars, some Coopers, some R53 Ss and some R56 Ss, some novices and 
some experts. All on one grid! You guessed it: slow getting away Ss and 
fast getting away Coopers; two red flags and race 10 was abandoned. 
The stewards and promoters decided to put a 5 second start delay on 
the Coopers to prevent the same thing happening in the last race.

In Race 1, Max Bladon (Excelr8) did his usual trick of letting people 
think that he was not going to win a race. Josh Gollin (Coastal) came so 
near to taking a win, as did Simon Walton (Rob Sims Racing), both being 
beaten by traffic and Max’s skill. Michael Bamber held onto 3rd for a 
while but was overcome by Simon. 

In the S class, once again Steve Cocker (Oakfield) should have won but 
had a moment at Clearways and threw it all away. This left Rob Austin 
(Excelr8), Tim Porter (Oakfield) and Scott Adam (LDR) to take the 
1,2,3. The open class was won by Keith Issatt. 

This was followed by a short interlude while the Coopers and Ss came 
out to play and the next and last JCW race was on. As it was the last 
race for the JCWs that weekend, a reverse grid was used for the top 6 
after a draw, a bit like the BTCC.

The last race was started on time and saw a brilliant getaway by pole 
sitter Luke Caudle. Unfortunately the race was red flagged after Steve 
and Calum King had a coming together with each other and the wall 
along the pit straight. This required a massive clear up and repairs to 
the tyre wall.  The race restarted after a 30-minute delay and the race 
was shortened by 5 minutes to 15 minutes. This time Luke got another 
superb getaway, as did Charlie (more about that start later), with the next 
five cars being Robert Smith, David Grady (super consistent), Henry Neal 
(best result of the year), Lawrence Davey and Brett Smith, forming into 
train and that is the way they stayed until the chequered flag.

After the last race, the Stewards got into a huddle and decided that 
Charlie had such a good start that he had, in fact, just moved past his 
starting grid line. He gained no benefit but had to be given a 10 second 
penalty because that is what the rules say. Charlie had already left the 
country as he was due in Austria. He even missed the podium! His 10 
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Charlie Butler-Henderson & Nathan Harrison

Max Bladon leading the way again!

A string of Coopers

Keith Issatt waving to his fan club

Luke Caudle, Charlie Butler-Henderson & Rob Smith

Rob Smith, Charlie Butler-Henderson & Chris Smith
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The second Cooper and S race was abandoned after two red 
flags for the reasons I explained earlier.

The grid for their last race had Rob Austin and Tim Porter 
on the front row of the Ss and Max Bladon on pole for the 
Coopers next to Michael Bamber, Josh having received 
a four place grid penalty for an earlier indiscretion. This 
race was again interrupted by a safety car with cars off 
at Clearways and Daren Chatt’s car stopped at the entry 
to Paddock Hill, not exactly a safe place. On the restart, 
they all behaved well. In the S class, Scott got a 2.5 second 
penalty for passing under yellows giving Rob Austin the win 
and Scott the 2nd place, whilst Carlito Miracco was 3rd 
(Sussex Road & Race).

The Cooper class was again won by Max Bladon making 
it 11 wins out of 11 races, which must be some kind of 
record. He was followed home by Sam Weller (Race Track 
Solutions) and Josh Gollin.

Well, after a great weekend, with a superb amount of 
activity going both on and off the track, we came to the 
end of a superb weekend of MINI racing. Next up is Oulton 
Park for the MINI Festival North, yet another MANIC day. 
Manic Maps are one of the MINI CHALLENGE sponsors so 
perhaps we should change the name of the series to MANIC 
MINI CHALLENGE!

David Young

MINI CHALLENGE 2016 BRANDS HATCH MINI FESTIVAL

JCW Qualifying Race 1 Race 2 Race 3

1st Brett Smith Brett Smith David Grady Luke Caudle

2nd David Grady David Grady Brett Smith Rob Smith

3rd Rob Smith Charlie Butler-
Henderson

Rob Smith David Grady

Cooper S

1st Steve Cocker Rob Austin Rod Austin

2nd Carlito Miracco Tim Porter Scott Adam

3rd Scott Adam Scott Adam Carlito Miracco

Cooper

1st Simon Walton Max Bladon Max Bladon

2nd Max Bladon Josh Golin Sam Weller

3rd Josh Golin Simon Walton Josh Golin

Open 180

1st Richard Mills Keith Issatt Keith Issatt

2nd Keith Issatt Richard Mills Jonathan Davis

3rd Jonathan Davis Stuart Lane Simon Clarke

CHAMPIONSHIP STANDINGS

JCW Points

1st Charlie Butler-Henderson 542

2nd Nathan Harrison 501

3rd David Grady 473

Position "S"

1st Steve Cocker 442

2nd Tim Porter 434

3rd Scott Adam 431

Open 180

1st Keith Issatt 250

2nd Richard Mills 218

3rd Stu Lane 199

Cooper

1st Max Bladon 565

2nd Josj Gollin 422

3rd Micheal Bamber 315
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Scott Adam leading Carlito Miracco and Steve Cocker

The Cooper Grid
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www.leacyclassics.com

FOR A FRIENDLY WELCOME AND GREAT ADVICE, WHY NOT VISIT OUR SHOP?
Aston Lane, Birmingham, B20 3BW

DELIVERY: UK wide delivery available: 
For remote areas, offshore islands and 
international destinations please call.

Tel: 0121 356 3003 · E-mail: info@min-its.com · www.leacyclassics.com

Thousands of parts for YOUR car
WIPERS

Part Description  Price 

GXE7708 WIPER MOTOR 14W MINI 67-94/MGB 67-80/S&M 68-79  £45.00 

520160A WIPER PARK SWITCH 14W MGB 67-80/MID 74-79/MINI 70>  £12.30 

37H7200 WHEELBOX WIPER MINI 71> END /SCIMITAR/HERALD  £17.10 

2A9129 WIPER SWITCH 57SA MINI MKI/II/MOGGI  £10.14 

GWB219ss WIPER BLADE  S/S 10IN  £6.90 

13H6343 WIPER SWITCH MKII MINI 74-76 1SPEED  £10.02 

BAU5346 WIPER SWITCH MINI 89-92/COOPER 91>  £42.90 

FUEL & CARBS

AUF214Z S&M FUEL PUMP 63-74  £51.30 

AZX1818 MINI FUEL PUMP 69-91  £35.82 

XNB10007 MINI DUEL SENDER 58-96 CARB MODEL  £15.60 

XNB100380 MINI INJ FUEL SENDER 96>  £27.30 

AAU8340 MINI FUEL SENDER TANK MINI VAN/ESTATE/PICKUP  £24.30 

14A7057 MINI FUEL NECK GROMMET 58-97  £3.90 

ENGINE & MOUNTS

MRC1275 ALI ROCKER COVER S&M 58-74/MINI 58>  £22.62 

GLP138 OIL PUMP SLOT TYPE MINI A+1300  £18.36 

12G2134 Y PIECE CONNECTION MINI 74-91/MGB 70-80/S&M 68-74  £2.70 

12G1053 ALTERNATOR BRACKET USED TO CONVERT DYNAMO/ALT FIX  £6.90 

ARA221 OIL COOLER 13 ROW  £40.50 

22A1018 MINI ENGINE MOUNT LH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £10.98 

AUC4587 DAMPER SPRING (BLUE) S&M 67-74/MINI  £3.30 

22A917 MINI ENGINE MOUNT RH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £21.00 

PANELS

CZH455 MINI MKII BONNET 70-96  £174.00 

BMD36001 MINI BOOT LID 90>  £198.00 

BMP343 MINI MKIV COMPLETE BODYSHELL 76-89 (TO ORDER ONLY)  £6,858.00 

HMP441016 MINI BOOT FLOOR & BATTERY BOX 59> ALL MODELS  £225.60 

HMP441001 MINI SURROUND SCREEN REPAIR  £135.90 

HMP441019 MINI LOWER REAR PANEL REPAIR 67>  £206.76 

14A5503 MINI ROOF PANEL ALL MODELS  £366.00 

STEERING

BHM7113 MINI RACK KIT GAITER  58> END  £4.34 

GSV1105 RIGHT HAND RACK GAITER S&M 72-79  £5.70 

GSR371 STEERING RACK MINI RHD MK2/3  £90.90 

FAM3968MOULTON MINI MOULTON SPRING CONE  £46.50 

GSA71541 MINI FRONT SHOCK ABSORBERS  £17.10 

GSA71542 MINI REAR SHOCK ABSORBERS  £13.20 

MWS43FLPB STEEERING WHEEL HIDE 14" POLISHED CENTRE  £54.90 

BADGES

Part Description  Price 

DAH100950MMM MINI COOPER BOOTLID BADGE MINI 2000>  £14.10 

DAH100920MMM MINI COOPER SPORT BADGE  £12.30 

24A23 BADGE -MINI COOPER MKI AUSTIN  £7.56 

14A6802 BADGE-AUSTIN MINI MKI  £7.92 

725525 HOUSE BADGE  £5.10 

UJB001 BADGE-UNION JACK  £6.90 

DAH100630MMM BADGE-MINI PAUL SMITH DESIGN  £16.50 

LAMPS

13H222 MINI LH REAR LAMP 58-67  £46.50 

13H223 MINI RH REAR LAMP 58-67  £46.50 

ADU3017 SIDE LAMP/FLASHER LH CLUBMAN £74.10

AFU3389 FLASHER LAMP AMBER  £6.06 

CHM13 FLASHER LAMP AMBER  £9.30 

EAM1650 INTERIOR LAMP MINI76 >  £7.50 

127916 CHROME NUMBER PLATE LAMP  £30.90 

ELECTRICS

5L1137 ENGINE EARTH CABLE MINI 76>  £6.90 

AJM1112 RADIO AERIAL  £21.24 

BHM7107 MINI STEERING LOCK ASS  £71.70 

C34770A MINI NEGATIVE VOLTAGE STABILISER  £10.68 

13H4459 GAUGE-OIL PRESSURE MINI  £45.30 

13H4459W GAUGE-OIL PRESSURE (WHITE)  £45.30 

GAE128X GAUGE-TIME CLOCK SMITHS 52MM  £58.50 

SEALS

13H6010 MINI LAMP GASKET - NO PLATE MINI 58-96  £4.50 

PAM1014 MINI RH DOOR MOULDING MK3 >  £16.80 

PAM1015 MINI LH DOOR MOULDING MK3 >  £16.80 

13H2934 FLY WHEEL OIL SEAL  £2.34 

JRC2674 REAR GLAZING SEAL  £11.24 

JRC2671 FRONT GLAZING SEAL 67-96  £12.18 

CCB100130 FRONT GLAZING SEAL 96>  £18.90 

SWITCHES

21A2658 MINI RH INDICATOR SWITCH 76-84  £35.94 

21A2660 MINI LH INDICATOR SWITCH 84-89  £38.40 

13H7778 INDICATOR SWITCH AUS 11/1300 67-71/MINI MK2  £42.90 

13H7779 INDIACTOR SWITCH RIGHT HAND DRIVE MK3 MINI 70-76  £42.90 

2A6215 INDIACATOR SWITCH MINI MKI 59-69  £51.32 

13H6342 LIGHT SWITCH MINI 74-76 MKII  £9.90 

YUF101000 HAZARD SWITCH  76>  £14.40 
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MiniSport Cup Round 3: EMCOS Red Dragon IT Stages, Down Ampney
By Clive King

The WW2 airfield at Down Ampney was the 
venue for the third round of the HRCR and 

Mini Cup Championships. 16 Minis had entered 
the event. This venue has the reputation of being 
made up of broken concrete, with some large 
holes that test the transmission of the best cars.

I set off at 4.15am with the Minisport Mini 
to arrive at scrutineering for 7.30am where 
I met Anton my co-driver who had made his 
own way to the venue. This went without any 
problems and we set ourselves up next to the 
Minisport van for servicing.

We queued for the first stage where all the 
Minis had been put at the back of the field. This 
had me a little worried as we were seeded the 
first of the Minis and potentially would catch 
cars in front. When our turn came to start the 
stage, the lights changed to green and I set off 
at maximum attack. The tyres were working 
great, but the surface was covered in dust and 
mud from the farming activities, which made 
grip levels inconsistent and difficult to predict. 
Towards the end, we caught and managed 
to overtake several cars. This dropped us 
a few seconds, but, of more concern, the 
temperature was running high on the engine.  

Back into service and Craig King and Paul 
Fowkes checked the car over. I decided to fit 
new tyres to the front to try and obtain better 
grip with the dirty surface. As we let the car 
cool to check the water level, we discovered 
that we had been quickest of the Minis but 
only by 2 seconds. Adrian Kermode and 
Andrew O'Hanlon were not far behind.

The second stage was a repeat of the first. 
Once again I attacked, and once again we 
managed to catch several cars, which held us up 
until we could overtake. I was not happy with 
being held up by the cars we caught. Other 
than the obvious time loss, it provided another 
problem; as I caught them, stones would fly 
from their wheels all over the front of the car, 
risking damage to the screen and paintwork.

Again the temperature of the engine was very 
high, running at 110 deg plus at the finish of 

the stage. We were again surprised that we had managed to extend our lead, but at what cost? 
When we went to top up water, it had used over 2 litres in just over 6 miles. I was concerned 
that the engine would cry enough. The next few stages went OK for us, but the car was using lots 
of water and had been running at 120 deg. How it continued to perform I don’t know.

We were still being held up by catching cars. On one stage, we came up behind a Subaru that 
spun directly in front of us. We then had to wait for him to get going again, completing a three 
point turn, and could not get past as he was blocking the road. This dropped us quite a large 
chunk of time, and we were 15 seconds slower than Adrian.

The venue was taking its toll on the cars, with two of the Minis having a coming together, when 
one braked and the other didn’t. Two of the Minis had also blown their engines. Another Mini had 
suffered a broken gearbox. Bruce Mills had worked wonders on his car after rolling over Epynt 
on the last round, repairing the car, only for the fan to go through the rad.

After losing the time with the Subaru, this had caused us to drop to third. With one stage to go, 
there was less than 10 seconds between 1st and 3rd, it was that close. The engine was still using a 
lot of water and running very hot. It was fingers crossed that it would hold together.

On the last stage I drove a quickly as I could, but we could only move up to second Mini, still 5 
seconds behind Adrian who was first, and 2 seconds in front of Andrew - so it was that close at 
the finish. Only 10 Minis managed to finish and with only two weeks until the next round all of us 
would have our work cut out to make the start.

We had won our class and finished 21st overall, but had lost out to Adrian in the battle of the Minis.

Clive King

38 | www.minicooper.org

Clive King going for it at Down Ampney

Winners at Down Ampney: Adrian, Clive and Andy
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Minisport Cup Round 4, Caerwent
By Clive King

Mid Summer Stages, Caerwent

After the engine had been over heating on the last round, I needed to try 
and find why it had been losing water. I only had two weeks to get it 

sorted before the Mid-Summer Stages. So, during the first week I changed 
the water pump and the head gasket, but the engine was still losing water. I 
then suspected that the Arden Head was porous.

Thus, with a week to go, I decided to change the engine. I had rebuilt the 
Rally Wales engine so was lucky to have a spare built ready and waiting. But 
this can be a risk, as you never know what problems you may come across. 
Luckily, everything worked out fine and I found time to fit new brake pads 
ready for the long stages of Caerwent.

16 Minis had entered the 4th round of the Minisport Mini Cup, including 
our Minisport/RP Joinery Mini co-driven as always by Anton Bird. We 
were again seeded first of the Minis, but towards the rear of the field. 
This would once more mean catching cars on the stages. We had 
finished in the top 20 of every event this year, so how could they seed 
us at car 60?

Caerwent is still an active base, so restrictions on who could get into the 
venue applied, with no spectators allowed. The roads are narrow and have 
kerbs that will bite you, so care would be needed. The event was due to run 
six stages of over 10 miles long each.

As we were due to start the first stage, and as we were in Wales, guess 
what? It was raining, and had rained heavily all night. There would be 
standing water all around, so we decided to start with a pace that would be 
on the safe side of flat out. 

So, I set off at a pace that I thought was safe and, at the same time, 
trying to save the brakes, but I still had the brake pedal to the floor, 
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Drive shaft change Caerwent

Clive King driving full on at Caerwent
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resulting in my having to pump the pedal several times to get the 
brakes to work. I dropped time to several Minis, so after a quick 
check over, it was back out for another 10 mile stage, having given 
myself a good talking to. We managed to take 15 seconds out of 
everyone over the second stage, and lay just behind the leading 
Mini. However, the brakes were completely gone towards the 
finish of this stage.

At service we bled the brakes, but I also noticed that a CV boot 
had come off the drive shaft. I decided that the best plan would 
be to change the drive shaft completely. This we did and were 
ready for the third stage where we would continue to push to 
try and take the lead. The stage started well and the car was 
running great, but with 4 miles to go, I cut across a mud bank and 

lost drive to one wheel. I drove slowly out of the stage using the 
limited slip diff but dropped over 2 minutes on the stage. When 
we got back to service I discovered that the new drive shaft had 
failed, so it was another change, but this time having to put the old 
one back in.

We were well behind and pushed on all of the remaining stages, setting 
quickest times of the other Minis. We were taking over 20 seconds on 
most stages from the other guys but could finish no higher than 5th Mini 
at the end of the day.

Top Mini was Jim Brindle with Adrian Kermode not far behind.

Clive King
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Paint blistered at Caerwent on Clive's car

Engine change for Clive's car

Jim Brindle Mini Cup winner
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

LRX 829E

Those who attended Beaulieu will 
have seen Guy Smith’s wonderful 
time warp Ex-Works Mini LRX 
829E, which has remained virtually 
untouched since it left Abingdon.  
However, now that so many years 
have passed, the car is showing that 
the time is now right for it to be 
restored and put back into use. Guy 
has, for good reason, resisted the 
temptation to restore the car because 
once you do that the originality is lost 
no matter how hard you try – and to 
quote a well used phrase, a car is only 

original once in its life! As soon as the panels come off and new 
ones are let in and painted, it can never be the same again. But 
there comes a point – and we are here now - that the car must be 
restored to save it from irreparable deterioration. So, in the very 
near future, Chris Spennewyn will be entrusted to work his magic 
and sympathetically restore LRX 829E for Guy.  

The plans at the moment are probably to rebuild it as the group 2 
1967 Tulip Rally car or the 1967 Geneva Rally car with H4 SUs (also a 
group 2 car). The other alternative is to build it as the group 6 1967 
Alpine Rally spec car with a 45 Weber - but this has its problems as 
the car, although displayed as such for the last two decades carrying 
the LRX 829E registration, actually did the Alpine as a group 6 car, 
badged as GRX 311D. 

This is one of those odd but occasional things Abingdon did for 
expediency. Let me explain. It was often the case that entries for 
rallies had to be put in place months in advance, together with all 
of the paperwork and customs Carnet documents needed to take 
a car abroad. Nearer the time, the assigned car may have become 
damaged or perhaps the car in question was now a group 6 car and 
the entry was for a group 2 car (or vice versa). This is even more 
relevant when a group 1 car is entered and the car has already been 
changed to group 2. This would mean the car would need converting 
back so a number plate swap was the simple solution from another 
more suitable, better or newer car. 

To put this into context, the event that GRX 311D did prior to the 
Alpine was in fact the Scottish Rally at the hands of Ytterbring and it’s 
my guess the car was in a very sorry state after crashing around the 
rough Scottish forests – albeit to finish in second place. The car would 
have been in a very poor condition and in no fit state to compete on 
the Alpine Rally without a complete rebuild and a new body. So, with 
the entry and paperwork already in place for GRX 311D to enter 
the Alpine rally, LRX 829E was borrowed and rebadged to suit the 
paperwork as it had only competed in tarmac events previously. 

Whatever Guy decides upon, I’m certain he will build a superb car. 
Guy has collected many suitable parts over the years and Guy’s 
attention to detail is well known. Coupled with his skills in building, 
and in particular his electrical wiring, he will, I know, produce just the 
right car. I’m at the moment trying to convince him that he should 
build the engine with a full race 648 camshaft with the accompanying 
short diff to make the car go and behave just like a Works car should 
and not build a sanitised engine with a soft 510 cam and a long 3.44 
diff. Time will tell if I succeed or not.

Brands Mini Festival

The one race meeting I try to attend, along with the two Goodwood 
historic race meetings, is the Mini Festival at Brands Hatch and with 

Robert Young
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LRX 829E soon after it was found

LRX 829E as it is today, seen at Beaulieu in 2013

Rauno Aaltonen and Henry Liddon with the brand new LRX 829E 
as a group 2 car at the start of the 1967 Tulip Rally
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the MCR being there, it's always worth attending. No doubt there 
will be a report on the race meeting in this issue but I thought I’d 
just touch on the near disaster that befell Nick Swift in his car when 
leading the race. He was forced to concede his position after the first 
six laps or so and eventually finished a distant third.  

Most unusual for one of his ability and I, along with those around me, 
assumed some mechanical malady had struck the Swiftune motor. 
However, once back in the paddock the problem soon revealed itself 
in the shape of a completely destroyed Dunlop CR65. Looking at 
the tyre, it seemed to me that the tread had delaminated and come 
away from the carcass. Not something you would expect to see on 
a high quality race tyre. It does pose the question if these tyres are 
remoulded. I’m sure Nick will take up the problem with the supplier. 

Despite that setback, the Mini racing was again simply brilliant and 
the viewing at Brands Hatch Indy circuit is superb and unrivalled in 
comparison to any other circuit when, if you locate yourself at the 
Paddock Hill grandstands, you can virtually see the entire circuit.  If 
only Brands could host the British Grand Prix again, as it once used 
to. Such a sad lost to the sterile wastes of Silverstone!

Longman 1275 GT 

Dave Boswell’s lovely original Longman 1275GT race car failed to sell 
at the recent Coy's auction despite being bid up to I believe around 
£130,000. However, I do understand that post auction interest might 
now have secured a buyer at the reserve price. At the time of writing 
the deal hasn’t been done, as Dave is adamant that the car is to stay in 
this country. Let’s hope it does.

Robert Young

Dave Boswell’s Ex Richard Longman 1275GT race car awaits a 
new owner

Philip Anning with Nick Swift won their race convincingly

Rather second hand looking CR65

Cooper S Mk 1 Register

This month I thought we should take 
a little look at the genesis of the 1071 
Cooper S. BMC had been surprised 
by the initial sales of the 997 Cooper 
- before production started, they 
had doubts as to whether they could 
even sell one thousand! The car was, 
of course, very well received and 
the reality was that they had already 
built that number before the end of 
November 1961, and series production 
had only started in mid-August!

The decision to actually build the 1071 
S as a production car had been taken 
by the first week of January 1963 and 

internal BMC memos were circulated to this effect. The plan was 
to have half a dozen cars ready to demonstrate to the press by the 
end of February. In fact, by that date only 731 HOP and two other 
cars, one registered 63 FOL and another 969 GOP, were probably 
all that existed as Ss. The registration 63 FOL dates to February 
1962 whilst 969 GOP is from October 1962 and presumably these 
cars were development hacks and, like 731 HOP, started life as 997 
Coopers. Incidentally, 63 FOL was used for the photographs on the 
FIA Appendix J homologation form which allowed the car to be used 
in competition.

A number of 1071 S components were coded yellow: the 12A 185 
cylinder head, the rubber drive couplings and the front section of the 
wiring loom are probably reasonably well known, but the block was 
also yellow as well. The cylinder head was less easy to spot as it was, 

Simon Wheatcroft
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Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

This months’ report tackles the 
subject of carpets for your Mk1 
Cooper. Basically, there are two types 
and the change point was in or around 
the last quarter of 1965, although 
please bear in mind that change points 
are only an approximate guide and are 
not set in concrete.

A couple of months ago, I was 
fortunate to pick up an original and 
complete set of Powder blue carpet 
for my Surf blue Cooper. The patina 
match is superb as the carpet is rather 
faded and has quite a few worn out 
areas on it, so the trim inside my car 

will blend in seamlessly! A rather good deal with a fellow MCR 
member - who needs eBay anyway! Whilst being at a show and 
walking back to my car with my ‘find’, this sacred of all carpet 
colours (Powder blue) seemed to draw people to it like a magnet. 
They came and said hello and could not resist ‘touching’ this rare 

969 GOP just getting into the picture with 731 HOP

A brand new early 1071 S block still in its original paint finish

Yellow paint inside as well. Early 1071 engines used bolts to hold 
the caps on rather than stud as seen here

of course, painted green along with the rest of the engine, but even 
today the 185 head is generally referred to as the yellow head.

The Mini Cooper ‘S’ type as BMC initially titled it, was announced on 
29th March 1963 in a rather pompous sounding press release that 
promised “it will be distinguishable by a special motif on the radiator 
grill” (clearly that never happened) and “It is intended… that the car 
should only be made available to experienced competition drivers and 
not offered to the general motoring public.” That did not last very 
long either, although it is true to say that a fair number of the early 
cars did end up participating in one sporting discipline or another. 

Series production began in earnest towards the end of April, 
although the despatch of cars didn’t really get into its stride until the 
middle of May. Many early owners were well known in their various 
sporting fields, numbering amongst them Downton Engineering, 
Tony Fisher, Bill Bennett, John Wadsworth, Bill Meredith, Geoff 
Mabbs, Richard Tilley, John Coundley and Tommy Weber – some 
of those names will not be familiar today but they were a veritable 
who’s who of the time.

And finally, one detail that is often overlooked is that the first 
competition outing for the Cooper S in a major rally was not, as you 
might think, the Alpine but the Scottish Rally where UGS 77 made an 
appearance in the hands of H J Barrington. The car was registered on 
June 1st and the rally started only two days later. It didn’t feature in 
the results I have seen for the event.

Simon Wheatcroft

Yellow trace on an early S front wiring loom

First Cooper S on a major rally? UGS 77 on the 1963 Scottish Rally



Mini Cooper Register | 45

REGISTERS

item. Only those who seek original BMC parts will know what it is 
with worn out interior trim!

Early carpets were of a wool twist and were hessian backed, 
some pieces having sound proofing also applied to them. The 
front and rear floor sections were fixed by push fit clips, four 
at the front and four on the rear section and the driver had a 
small rubber heal mat fitted. This was stitched to the carpet and 
may well have been glued as well. It would appear that this style 
of mat was used on other BMC cars and is difficult to find, let 
alone one that is not worn out. However, reproduction items 
sometimes show up on eBay. The feedback is that they are of a 
good quality and very much like the original item, ideal for that 
finishing touch to a restoration. The edges on both the early 
and later type carpets do not have ‘bound’ edges. However, 
the dipswitch cut in the carpet does have matching vinyl 
stitched around it, something I believe that is missing from most 
reproduction items, but is easy to fix yourself. The rear section 
should have four plastic rectangular pieces of plastic for the seat 
runners to sit on. These would have been held in place each with 
four rivets, but, as with most plastic items they become brittle 
with age, and, as with my carpet, they have long departed. In 
my set of carpet, the boot board cover was included, made of 
the same type and colour of carpet the edges are bound with, 
matching Powder blue vinyl. It would appear that earlier cars had 
colour coded carpet on the boot board, whereas later cars had 
Cumulus grey fitted regardless of body or trim colour.

The later carpet is known a ‘veltone’ or ‘needle pile’ as I have 
known it to be called. The pile is very much shorter and, perhaps 
in its day, it was more hardwearing, although it’s a bit difficult 
to compare when these items are now about 50 years old. The 
backing on these was made of rubber, perhaps to help with water 
ingress that our favourite little car seems to suffer with, since the 
early hessian backed carpet could easily become a sponge. Looking 
on the back of the later carpet, there is far more glue applied to 

MK1 Cooper boot board carpet

Liberal amount of glue on Veltone carpet

Both types of carpet shown here for comparison

Original carpet retainer clip

Original stitched in rubber heal mat

Early twist wool carpet with Vinyl edging stitched for dipswitch opening
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Cooper Mk 2 Register

I received an interesting email this month from Dave Gillett 
regarding the front suspension setup for the MkII Cooper he is 
currently restoring.  Dave is now at the stage where he wants to 
build up the front suspension and would like to know the toe-in/
toe-out, caster and camber settings. My only reference to this type 
of information is from a Mini manual that gives information for both 
rubber cone (dry suspension) and Hydrolastic (wet) suspension 
types and is as follows:-

Front Suspension

Front Wheel Alignment: 0.0625 in (1.58mm) toe out, unladen
Castor Angle:  3 deg +/- 1 deg positive, unladen
Camber Angle:  2 deg +/- 1 deg positive, unladen
Swivel Hub Inclination: 9 deg 30', unladen

Rear Suspension

Rear Wheel Alignment: 0.125 in (3.17mm) toe in, unladen
Camber Angle:  0.5 deg to 2.5 deg positive, unladen  

I suggested that unless Dave is using adjustable bottom arms and 
tie bars, using the standard parts, the suspension should build 
up within the above parameters. Nevertheless, it would still be 
worth getting it checked just for peace of mind when the work 
is completed.   

Dave purchased FRO 280G, an Austin Cooper, just over a year 
ago and has since been carrying out a full restoration. He has 
replaced the rear boot floor and valance, both inner and outer 
floor sills, front inner wings and outer wings and the front panel. 
He has already spent a lot of time and money and he is still 
going. Originally El Paso Beige, which certainly is not everyone’s 
favourite colour, you can understand the change of body colour 

Graham Robinson

the upright sections. Perhaps factory fitting was not quite as easy 
being that the carpet was not quite as flexible as the earlier wool 
twist. The remainder of the carpet with fittings and seat runners is 
the same as that of the earlier carpet. These seem to fade equally in 
colour just as much.

The photos that accompany this report show the ‘wool twist’ 
as the lighter Powder blue carpet; the ‘veltone’ used is Tartan/
Cherokee red.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

FRO 280G originally painted in El Paso Beige

to Tartan Red/Black (see photos). All the interior seats and door 
cards, etc. are still original as is the roof lining and all dash panels. 
The car still has its original engine and gearbox from new. Dave 
knows he has spent a lot of money on the car but he does not 
mind because he considers it a labour of love. After all the hard 
work he has put into the restoration, I hope he can enjoy his 
Cooper for many years to come.  

And on that note, I hope you are out and about enjoying your cars 
in the wonderful weather we are having at the moment. Thinking 

Dave’s Cooper during restoration

FRO 280G’s shell restoration now completed

FRO 280G’s shell restoration now completed
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RSP Cooper Register
Firstly, thanks to the RSP S Pack 
owners Paul Cooper (red car), Tim 
Ellis (black car) and Colin Higgins 
(BRG car) who all brought their cars 
to this year’s excellent MCR show 
at Beaulieu. These cars represented 
the RSP very well and, along with 
two more red cars, mine and Des 
Lavery's, made a good contribution 
to the centre display.  

The RSP is something of a ‘Bitza’ 
special edition Cooper and, although 
many of the parts that make the 

RSP what it is were easily sourced in the early 1990s, this is not 
the case now. The red ignition leads and caps are extremely rare 

Roger Hunt

now as most were binned years ago once they broke down. The 
oil cooler can still be sourced new, but the connecting hydraulic 
pipes are very hard to find and attempts to replicate them haven’t 
been successful as yet. Under the front passenger wing is the 
backup electric fan and a similar motor has been sourced by 
some RSP owners, but the mounting cowling, which is a steel 
pressing, has yet to be anything other than a refurbished original. 

Oxford oil coolers still available but pipe work very rare to find in 
good condition

RSP aerial with security key hole in the top

Very hard to find RSP red ignition leads and plug caps

Red steering wheel common to Mini 30s and RSPs but only RSPs 
have centre mounted Cooper logo

Webasto Sunroof an asset in the heat and common to RSPs and 
early Land Rover Discoverys

about it, I am going to turn off the computer and get outside and 
enjoy the sunshine myself.    

Until next time.

Happy Coopering!

Graham Robinson 
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Many have succumbed to the dreaded tin worm and are beyond 
repair. I have thought of reproducing a thermo formed replica 
replacement, but I think owners would much prefer a steel one in 
keeping with the original. 

Recently I’ve been lucky to spot a good condition aerial for one of 
my cars on ebay and acquire it for under £10 – a bargain indeed! I 
could find homes for 30 or more aerials if I could source them. The 
sunroof is a bit easier to acquire as ebay, again, often has auctions for 
Mk1 Land Rover Discovery sunroofs which are the same as RSP Mini 
ones. Then the Phillips R570 radio isn't a difficult item to find either, 
although one in perfect working order is rare. 

Although the half leather seats are not uncommon as Mini 30s also 
had them, the Cooper logo tag sewn into the join on the front seats 
is impossible to find unless attached to a second hand RSP seat (these 
are getting rare to find too). I am waiting for a tie manufacturer (yes, 
neck tie!) to give me a quote to embroider some new replica seat 
tags that can be used on Mini 30 seats. 

Again, common to the RSP and Mini 30, is the red leather steering 
wheel which is becoming a difficult part to find now too. The Cooper 
centre logo has been copied, but good steering wheels to put them 
on are getting hard to track down. 

Lastly, the air intake duct that runs parallel across the rocker cover is 
unique to the RSP and now very rare. The later Mainstream Cooper 
one is the same except for the Cooper Logo Moulded into the top, 
whilst the RSP one is plain.

The items I have mentioned are not the only parts that make an RSP, 
but they are some of the rarest and most difficult to find. I have been 
asked for these parts many times. Thus, any RSP owners that have 
parts to sell please contact me as the RSP is now one of the Minis of 
choice to restore and so I will easily find them new homes. Some 
RSP owners have started compiling lists of original part numbers for 
these and other items. I will endeavour, with their help, to compile a 
comprehensive list for a future article.    

Roger Hunt 

Under wing electric fan controlled by thermostat housing  
mounted sensor

Unique to the RSP Cooper Laurel seat tag only on front seats

Phillips R570 cassette radio standard fitting in RSPs

Engine bay showing duct to air filter - note black RSP air filter 
cowling without Cooper Laurel Logo
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Rover Cooper Register

I would like to start this month with 
a thank you to Lorraine Hampson 
and Adele Atkinson for bringing their 
magnificent Mainstream Rover Coopers 
along to Beaulieu for this year's display. 
In spite of having almost 250 examples 
recorded on the register, it is perhaps 
an indication of just how rare these cars 
are today that Lorraine and Adele were 
the only owners to respond to my earlier 
appeals for display Mainstreams.

Both Lorraine’s and Adele's cars feature 
the optional dealer package that included, 
among a number of extras on offer, 
bonnet stripes and auxiliary driving 

lamps. Such was the success of this marketing campaign by Rover 
that I will devote space to it next month as a topic in its own right. 
In the meantime, here is a photo of Lorraine Hampson's stunning 
Mainstream in metallic Quicksilver with a black roof, one of only 
six examples on the register. Its sister colour scheme, the darker, 
metallic Storm grey with a black roof was another body finish option 
introduced with the Mainstream Rover Coopers. It, too, is a rarity 
and no doubt it was the lack of customer demand that lead to both 
colours being dropped in the spring of 1993, by which time the 
Mainstream had given way to the single point injection (Spi) models.

July’s report featuring the beautiful low mileage Mainstream, J341 
WOO, brought forth two more cars out of the woodwork. First 
up was regular correspondent, Andy Scargill, who sent me photos 
and a little history of a car once owned by his dear late wife during 
the 1990s...

Registered on 1st December 1990, making it an early production 
model, H139 XDM was purchased second hand from a local Peugeot 
dealer in 1995. Noting its painted wheel arch extensions, auxiliary 
lamp brackets and bonnet stripes, Andy initially thought that their 
prospective new purchase might be an RSP until he noticed the 
absence of a sunroof and leather faced seating. The car gave good 
service until sold on in favour of a Fiat Cinquecento for the daily 
commute. Not unexpectedly, Andy no longer has the chassis (VIN) or 
engine number details for H139 XDM but has, nonetheless, kept faith 
with the Rover Cooper marque in the form of a late production MPI 
John Cooper conversion.

John Parnell

Ever curious about the fate of such cars, I always do a spot check on the 
DVLA's system. In spite of its advancing years, H139 XDM is still on their 
books but has not been licensed since the end of December 2004. This 
prompts a question: clearly the car hasn't been officially scrapped, nor has 
it been SORN'd (the latter scheme was introduced on 31st January 1998). 
So, if it does indeed still exist, perhaps mouldering in a garage or garden, 
is the registered keeper collecting an ever growing pile of fines for failing 
to activate SORN? Judging by the evidence on the register, H139 XDM is 
by no means the only car affected in this way. If your car is one of them, I 
would welcome your comments to the usual email address please.

The French/German Connection

The second car to surface is an ex German spec Mainstream 
acquired by Louis and Briz Ayling who reside in France. Being a left 
hand drive (LHD) model, the last three letters of the chassis (VIN) 
prefix are `MBD' whereas for a right hand drive (RHD) example they 
would be `BBD'. The actual VIN is 028825 showing it to be a late 
production vehicle, a fact confirmed by its date of first registration in 
Dusseldorf on 2nd October 1991. 

As previously reported through these pages, Minis produced for 
the German market were generally finished to a higher specification 
as to those designated for the UK. So, I was particularly interested 
to read that Louis and Briz's Mainstream came fitted with a wood 
veneer dashboard. Pictured here, the dashboard has the appearance 
of something more in keeping with a factory fitted item than an 
aftermarket addition by a previous owner. Later German spec Spi 
models certainly had this kind of feature and more besides. So I await 
constructive comment from other owners of Mainstream Rover 

Lorraine Hampson's tastefully modified Mainstream car in rare 
Quicksilver /black

Where is it now? Andy Scargill's erstwhile Mainstream Rover 
Cooper H139 XDM

Original feature? The wood veneer dashboard in Louis and Briz  
Ayling's German spec Mainstream Rover Cooper
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As I have mentioned in earlier reports, Rover's microfiche parts 
lists covering the Mini range are legion in both their various dated 
volumes and the mistakes and omissions therein. As their name 
suggests, you also need a suitable microfiche reader to view them...
and a lot of patience! 

Because many of the changes, particularly those relating to interior 
features, were intermittently introduced, while others are not 
necessarily identified with a VIN reference at all, let alone one specific 
to Rover Cooper models, what I have done is list the most salient 
ones by order of date. Some of them will be familiar to our more 
seasoned members, the majority much less so by our newer recruits 
who may have joined the MCR to buy a car with certain features in 
mind. Whatever your viewpoint, the list below covers the period 
from the first RSP in 1990 to the end of single point injection (Spi) 
production in 1996.
  
July 1990
RSP Rover Cooper announced  
VIN: SAXXNNAMBAD010001 on
Engine prefix: 12A2AF53

August 1990
RSP Rover Cooper production ceases 
VIN: SAXXNNAMBAD011646 (final designated car)

September 1990
Mainstream Rover Cooper announced 
VIN: SAXXNNAMBBD011639 on*
LHD VIN prefix: SAXXNNAMMBD
Engine prefix: 12A2AG01
* first series RHD production car after 19 `Quality Proving Build' 
vehicles 

September 1991
Mainstream Rover Cooper production ceases
VIN: SAXXNNAMBBD031549

October 1991
Single Point Injection (Spi) Rover Cooper announced 
VIN: SAXXNNAYCBD031550 on
LHD VIN prefix: SAXXNNAYNBD
Engine prefix: 12A2EF77

February 1993
Internal bonnet release introduced, front grille revised accordingly, 
redesigned seating with improved lateral support;

Philips R750 stereo radio cassette player with RDS on FM, auto 
reverse, autostore, separate tone, balance and fader controls 
introduced as an upgrade option.
 
May 1993 
Glass VIN security etching introduced.

July 1994 
Monte Carlo Limited Edition announced. The official production run 
was said to be 200. MCR records suggest an even split of 100 finished 
in Flame red/white Diamond 2 and 100 in black/white Diamond 2. 
Both types had the same unique red/ivory interiors. It is believed that 
a number were also exported to Japan.

External bonnet release was dropped in February 1993

Coopers in Germany to verify if a wood veneer dashboard was, 
indeed, part of the car's original factory spec, or just a period extra. 
The matching gear knob with its Union Jack motif suggests it might 
be the latter. I won't comment on the car's steering wheel which, if its 
centre is anything to go by, could be from a much earlier era. 

As for the car itself, when purchased, the original British Racing green/
white livery had been poorly over painted with metallic grey and its 
silver wheels had also been refinished in black. From the picture taken 
shortly after it was acquired, the car also appears to have Mini Clubman 
bumpers (at the rear at least) and the aforementioned alloy wheels are 
of 1989/1990 vintage with the stud holes aligned to the spokes. It is 
unclear whether the right hand fuel filler is indicative of a much sought 
after right hand petrol tank or just a dummy feature for visual effect. 

In spite of all of these obvious deviations, the car looks remarkably 
complete, including its original engine and ancillaries, and not to 
mention the satisfying sight of a front panel that still bears its factory-
fitted `B20S' body number.  

Inspired by the pictures of J341 WOO in last month's report, Louis 
and Briz have set about returning their car to its former factory glory. 
A fresh coat of BRG/white has already been applied and now the long 
process of refurbishment and refitting is underway. I look forward to 
publishing the details of their finished project in a future report. 

Rover Cooper Timelines

In keeping with the recent theme of change nationally, perhaps it is 
time that I also looked at change on these pages. I refer, of course, to 
production change points or, more appropriately, the timeline of them.

As purchased...Louis and Briz Ayling's Mainstream Rover Cooper 
featured Clubman bumpers and early style RSP wheels

All there... Louis and Briz's car still retains its original engine    
and ancillaries plus front panel completely with B20S body number
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Rover Cooper Monte Carlo engine prefix (all dot matrix format): 
12A2EJ66 (UK spec) 
12A2EJ77 (Japan spec, manual transmission & air con)  

July 1994 continued...
Ivory instrument dials introduced (initially only on Monte Carlo LE)
Dot matrix engine numbering introduced, engine prefix: 12A2EJ02

January 1995
Black carpet introduced as standard across the entire Mini range

March 1995 
Burr walnut dashboard fascia with analogue clock and lidded glove 
box now standard;
Wiring loom with 24 blade integral fuse box replaces loom with `7FJ' 
4 fuse unit;
Philips R660 stereo radio cassette player with detachable key pad 
introduced;
Black leather faced seating with white piping became available as an 
optional extra.

May 1995
Introduction of `Monaco' seats with ivory cloth inserts and black vinyl 
back and side rolls;
Wider 165/60 x 12 tyres specified.

May 1996
Rover Cooper 35 Limited Edition announced. A production run of 
200 was limited to the UK - all Almond green /white Diamond 2.  A 
further 1,500 were exported to Japan, some of them in different 
exterior colours from UK cars. All cars had Porcelain green seating.
Rover Cooper 35 engine prefix (all dot matrix format): 
12A2EJ66 (UK spec) 
12A2EJ34 (Japan spec, manual trans & air con)  
12A2DJ35 (Japan spec, automatic trans & air con)

August 1996
Spi Rover Cooper production ceases - VIN: SAXXNNAYCBD134454*
* Japanese spec vehicles continued to use the Spi engine through to 
the end of Mini production in October 2000.

Glass VIN security etching introduced in May 1993

Ivory instrument dials introduced in July 1994, burr walnut 
dashboard became standard in March 1995

Later change points covering the period 1996 to 2000 will be 
published in a future report.

Until next month...

Make the most of the September sunshine.

John Parnell 

Monaco duotone seats introduced in May 1995

Mini Super Register

A Super, not known to my register, has, 
at the time of writing (end of July), just 
appeared on ebay. Having been unused 
for twenty five years, the car needs a full 
restoration, but it seems very original 
and sound and has great potential. It is a 
very late production Morris, registered 
early September 1962 and finished in 
Surf blue with an Old English white 
roof. The body doesn't seem to have 
been mucked about with but the paint 
is very faded. It has obvious rust in both 
front wings and it has had replacement 
outer sills but the floor is original and 
outstanding. Still present are the very 
rare grille bars and sought after stainless 

wheel arch trims. It is showing a recorded mileage of 71,000 and has 

Garry Dickens

Excellent Morris Super restoration project sold on ebay
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That also is in need of a full restoration but is in far better condition 
and still with its original interior. It failed to sell on ebay and I believe 
the highest bid was around £6,000. I also reported last month that 
my belief is that Minis are not as sought after in the USA as they are 
in the UK. My comments brought the following response from the 
ever helpful enthusiast Chuck Cheleker:

Speedo is the 6 digit later type and show the car having done 
71,000 miles

Rear of car looks to be in relatively good condition too with 
minor rust areas evident

Engine bay looks to have fared worse through long term storage 
than the rest of the car

the six digit speedo which seems much more common on these later 
cars. Sadly, as is the case with so many Supers, the interior is missing, 
including the boot-board. Fortunately though, so far it has escaped 
being Coopered. The car eventually sold for £6,800 and I hope I can 
keep track of it and monitor its restoration.

The price this car reached and presumably sold for is very 
interesting. Last month I mentioned a low-mileage original red car 
for sale in Oregon, USA, which has been on the market for a while. 

The floor in the car looks to be in original condition

Boot area has retained details such as the boot lid milboard

Super chrome gear lever has been retained
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1275GT Register

Should you ever decide to visit 
the newly extended and renamed 
British Motor Museum at Gaydon, 
amongst the exhibits you will now 
find on display there is the legendary 
‘Longbridge Tunnel GT’. This is the 
car that was claimed to have been 
used as a Longbridge run around by 
BL staff working at the site. How it 
came to be that a GT was somehow 
side-lined for this purpose, has never 
been clear.

The shell has suffered some major 
traumas (it was allegedly crushed 
by a falling storage container) and 
corrosion from the damp storage in 

the tunnel, but the fascinating aspect of this exhibit are some of the 
features of the surviving car that are still factory fresh.

Look closely and you can see parts as they would have been on 
the day that the car rolled off the production line at Longbridge. 
The paint on the underside and the wheel arches is unblemished 
but very lightly applied, showing how little protection was 
provided in vulnerable areas of the body at the time. Seeing a 
representation of how a car of this period was manufactured goes 

Alan Clark

a long way to explain why they fell to pieces in such a short time 
scale in the 1970s.

Moving on to the recent Mini Legends Rally held back in May at 
Gracehill House, Ballymoney, Colin and Anita Johnston were kind 
enough to provide a report on their experience. GTs featured 
strongly at this event where legendary drivers the likes of Paddy 
Hopkirk, Rauno Aaltonen, Terry Harryman and Mike Wood were all 
in attendance and competing.

“Just went through the July issue of CooperWorld and noticed that 
the Oregon Super is supposed to go on the market...again! You 
mentioned a couple of reasons why the car has not been sold. One 
was "the market for Minis in the US is not as strong as it is in the 
UK". In spite of a population of more than 6 times that of England, 
your reasoning is certainly true. There's more to it though. The 
small bore Minis, even with almost all Mini ‘enthusiasts’, are just not 
of interest. A few are starting to crop up that have taken an interest 
in the Coopers, but 850s - almost no one. Well, an 850 Woody 
maybe, but the first thing to be changed would be the engine to a 
1275. There can't be more than a handful of people that appreciate 
cars like the Supers.

That doesn't mean that the Super won't bring a good price, but to do 
so, just the right person out of a population of 325 million will have to 
be in just the right mood and looking for a Mini at just the right time.’

Finally, my usual request to please contact me if you own, have 
owned, or know of any Mini Supers or have any stories involving one.

Garry Dickens

The car retains those very difficult to find stainless steel wheel 
arch trims

The Longbridge Tunnel GT shell

Look past the dents and see the fresh factory finish

Trapped in time as it was abandoned
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Lastly, I was pleased see that our register and the content of CooperWorld 
reach out internationally. John Holloway, one of our Australian members, 
took time to mail me with some comments about the specifications of 
the Australian version of the GT. I am only aware of one of these cars in 
the UK, John Porter’s Surf Blue example, which I last saw at Stanford Hall 
in 2015. If there are others out there, it would be great to hear from the 
owners and see if I can run a feature on this particular variant. 

Alan Clark

Modern MINI Cooper Register

After the great amount of articles that 
people have sent in recently, it has all dried 
up. Everyone must be taking a holiday, so 
my report is a bit short this month.

I still have not decided to buy a new 
F56 JCW, though I probably will. My 
R56 is just too nice and is still fun to 
drive. It has not missed a beat in over 
three years, two oil changes, one brake 
fluid change and we will not talk about 
the number of new tyres. I will just 
blame the potholes. Washed normally 
once a week, polished never, waxed 
once a month and it still looks great.David Young

Colin and Anita enjoy some rare Irish sunshine

Australian Clubman GT, how many in the UK?

GT enthusiasts can all be envious of the three GTs Colin spotted with 
1275 featured in the reg number.

Colin enjoyed rubbing shoulders with the greats of motorsport at a 
barbecue and a forum where the famous drivers shared anecdotes 
and experiences. The rally action featured lanes tests and navigational 
sections in fabulous scenery and great weather, and the ultimate 
victor was James Wilson. Sadly, Colin and Anita’s rally ended less 
than successfully when they fell foul of a large pot hole resulting in a 
smashed gear box case and the contents of the sump on the road.

Unmarked Brown Velour seats

Rally ready GT, sump guard vital for Irish roads

Great registration for a GT
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Finally, Auto Express has had its annual awards and the MINI scored well.

• MINI Hatch is ‘Best Premium Small Car’ for the third 
consecutive year. 

• The newly introduced MINI Convertible is ‘Best Convertible’ 2016. 
• MINI Hatch and MINI Convertible provide “a benchmark in terms 

of style, quality, desirability and driving thrills, while being great 
value for money” – Steve Fowler, editor-in-chief at Auto Express.

That’s all for this month. 

David Young

MINI Convertible judged Best Convertible 2016 by Auto Express
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There is a lot of chat on the various MINI chatrooms (Facebook, 
MCR Forum, etc.) mostly related to issues with R53 (the first 
generation BMW MINI Cooper S) and R56 (second generation 
New MINI Cooper S). Lots of people asking what do others think a 
particular problem is caused by, do I have a problem, what does this 
light indicate, or what do you think of this remap etc.?  The Modern 
MINI is now 15 years old. As a fun car to drive, it is now more like 
a BMW than it has ever been. Its reliability is light years ahead of the 
original Mini and first MINIs. Just for your information, I logged into 
the MINI2 forum. Currently it has 150 threads looking at Generation 
1 faults, 80 threads looking at Generation 2 faults and 3 looking at 
Generation 3 faults. 

Early examples of R53s with low mileage are now being sought 
after, especially GPs. They do need looking after, so if you do not 
use them regularly things will start to give trouble. Window motors 
will become temperamental, electric boot locks will stop working, 
rear wipers and wash systems will seize up, batteries will no longer 
hold a charge etc. My advice is to take your MINI out for a drive 
when the roads are dry, check the tyres, oil, lights etc, give it a good 
wash, wax it and put it away for another couple of weeks. I do not 
think storing a car in a garage for months on end is doing your loved 
car any good at all. Brake discs will soon corrode, oil will drain 
down to the sump, and tyres will age and perish. I could go on and 
on, but basically just drive it.

One of the problems with Modern MINIs is that you cannot 
service the car yourself without lots of specialist equipment and a 
good knowledge of modern car mechanics. Gone are the days of 
an AF socket set, big hammer, mole grips and a trolley jack unless, 
of course, you own a classic Mini too. Get to know a local MINI 
specialist. There are loads of them around and the good ones are 
advertising in Modern MINI magazine. I use Sussex Road & Race, 
though it is normally my daughter’s MINI One that I take there. 
Lots of members seem to use them. They specialise in both classic 
and the Modern MINIs. If you do have a good experience with any 
of the independents do tell me. If you have a bad experience take 
it up with the owner of the garage and refuse to pay.
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

The New Inn, Great Limber, Lincolnshire, DN37 8JL.  
On the A18 between Kerminton (Humberside Airport)  
and Keelby

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049 0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 12th November  
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Black Tiles, Martlesham Heath IP12 4SP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn  Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch BH23 7BQ on the second Wednesday in 
March, May, July, September and November at 8:00 pm;
And at Redlynch Sports and Social Club, Woodfalls Cross, 
The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN on the second 
Wednesday 8:00pm in February, April, June, December and 
Thursday 13th October (skittles evening)

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

DATE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Kent region

Hi from Kent! 

The region has been very busy indeed with our trip to Reims after the 
failure to make it over last year. Sarah Voss kindly offered to write about 
the weekend so many thanks to her for that. From an organiser’s point of 
view it was a lovely weekend and it was so nice to see everyone together 
at the various meeting points. Please do read about our tour in Sarah’s 
article which appears elsewhere in this edition of CooperWorld.

Something we are not great at in Kent is bringing our Minis to the 
region pub meeting. We try at least once a year to make a concerted 
effort and this year it was the July meeting where we had a lovely 
selection of cars on the night!

We also attended Brand Hatch for the Mini Festival in July which was a 
fantastic day out. So make sure you join us next year! Great company 
and superb racing. We might even join the campers at next year’s festival.

We are currently busy organising the Ham Sandwich Run. A full report 
will appear in CooperWorld next month.

Venue for Monthly Meetings 2016
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent 
ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month next meeting being 14th 
September. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard 
Tel: 01304 330715 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Lincolnshire Region

Well, I do hope on reading this month’s report that you are inspired to come and 
join us for a jam packed month of events in September. Starting from day one, as on 
the 1st will be our monthly social evening at The New Inn in Great Limber. Then in 
the county we see Mini action as the MINI Challenge which comes to Cadwell Park 
for round 7 of the championship on Saturday 3rd September. The month will also 
see the MCR Lincs first major event at our Pride of Ownership event which we will 
be holding on the 11th September at Blyton Park. We are expecting a great turn 
out with Minis of all ages from far and wide coming along to prove they have what 
it takes to compete in the show and shine and take their class trophies.

I have been busy polishing and making sure all the lovely trophies are nice and 
shiny ready for you guys to try and win. We will also see some great action 
on the track as the racing hots up for the final rounds of the MDA Sprint 
Championship on the day. 

I hope to see you all soon 

Chris Smith    

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Meeting

Lincolnshire regional meeting at the New Inn venue

Brands Hatch Mini Festival
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Mid Staffs Region

Our regular meeting on July 4th celebrated our fifth anniversary 
and saw another splendid turn out of cars and owners, with 54 
people eating from the BBQ. The weather this time was a bit 
mixed, with a series of heavy showers moving west to east across 
the North Midlands. Having watched their progress on a live 
weather site for an hour or so before I left home, it looked as 
though we might get a light shower for 15 – 20 minutes around 
7.30pm and then miss them for the remainder of the evening. 
However, the showers combined forces by merging and we had 
about 1½ hours of steady rain, forcing many to eat inside the 
George and Dragon, or shelter under umbrellas outside. However, 
the excellent food helped to make up for the dampness and, once 
it had stopped raining, we could all enjoy the cars and a chat. The 
pictures show some of the variety of cars that the meeting attracts 
these days, including the replica Jaguar D-Type that was about 
to embark on its latest trip to the Le Mans Classic, and, for Mini 
interest, we had Ian Potter’s beautiful restored Minivan and Dick Robinson’s Mini 1000, which was for sale in the July edition of CooperWorld . By 
all accounts it was a good evening of food and chat.

Out and about, there was a nice line-up of Minis from a local club at a recent breakfast meeting held at our local micro-brewery, Lymestone, with an 
especially nice original spec 998 Clubman (first car in the line-up picture). I’ve included the photo from this gathering to provide more of a Mini balance!

Turning now to future events. As I write these notes, entries for the Summer Tour on August 13th have just closed, and it is great to be able to 
report that it we have a full entry of 40 cars, of which 8 (20%) are a version of the Mini including the 1963 rally car of HRCR members David and 
Keith Jenkins. Son David owns and drives the car, and Keith makes a marathon trip from Criccieth in North Wales to do the event. At the later end 
of Mini production we have Bob Needham and Dave Johnson in Bob’s well known Rover Mini Cooper RSP. A report of the tour should feature in 
the October edition of CooperWorld .

Our future regular meetings on the first Monday in the month are:
Monday September 5th - at the moment a natter meeting.
Monday October 3rd - a talk night about something non-car related, which will be given by one of our regulars Barry Chisnall. Besides classic cars, Barry’s 
other passion is antique weapons and he has published two books on the subject. The talk will be based on his second book, British Cavalry weapons of the 
Napoleonic era, and besides providing an illustrated talk, he will bring some examples of carbines from his collection. Meet at the usual time of 7.30pm and 
the talk will start at 8.00pm and last for about an hour or so depending on how many questions the audience have for Barry.

Enough for this month, but if you own a Mini or MINI why not come and join us at the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone, ST15 0PX on the 
first Monday of the month. Your car would like to come but can’t do it by itself! 

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell@btinternet.com
01785 760211    

Scottish Region

Show Report
As summer is rapidly going by, so has our big Scottish show - Glamis Castle Vintage Vehicle Extravaganza.  Unfortunately, the weather held 
several back this year, so we had a very thinly attended stand.  It rained on both the Saturday and Sunday, which was a real disappointment for the 
organisers and attendees alike.

Of note, Simon Drew had his 1959 Morris Mini Minor back on the road, and it was nicely matched up with his 1960 Downton Mini Minor 
restoration. There was a good rally car display in attendance with David Dyson’s YMO - looking suitably rallied from the mud on the field - SOH 
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956H, ex-Special Tuning 1275GT and DKG 2C.  Another handful of Coopers and 
Cooper Ss were also on display, in addition to Richard Price’s modified Mayfair and 
Cathleen and Peter Bastian’s 2.5 Minis (Peter has a trailer!).  

Winner of Best Mini in Show went to MCR Scotland member David Hocking and his 
MK3 Cooper S!

Build Update
Meanwhile, at the very, very top of Scotland, David Dyson is making steady progress 
on his latest project.

David is currently restoring a 1965 Austin Cooper S, an American re-import from 
Baltimore. It was decided to keep it as left hand drive, a good excuse to do some 
continental motoring. The steering rack did, however, need a major overhaul. It 
has become apparent that the car has had a long hard life, with much wear in the 
suspension and maintenance being by virtue of second hand parts. It was clearly a daily 
drive as evidenced by a hospital staff car park sticker on the bumper.

Originality has been abandoned (it will run on dry suspension), but as much of 
the ‘as found’ original trim and fittings as possible will go back into the finished 
car. Not a concourse car then, but one that hopefully will deliver hours of fun and 
might well become a daily drive again.

Next Meeting / event

Event: Scottish MCR Club Meeting 2016
Date: Change of Date!  12 November, 11 AM
Location: The Conservatory @ Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX
Details:  Meeting at 11 AM. 
Contact:  Patricia 07834 081 667 ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk 

Patricia Webb

Thames Valley Region

On 10th July the MCR Thames Valley Region had their Summer BBQ in the garden of Lorraine 
Hampson in Grayshott. 

We flew the flag, as can be seen from the photos, and Lorraine's partner, Russell, manned the 
barbecue - after all, it is a man's job!

Although the weather wasn't promising initially, it brightened up from midday and the 12 
members that attended had a very enjoyable afternoon with plenty of food and drink.

Hopefully, this will become an annual event.

Lorraine Hampson

David Dyson’s build update

Mini Minors on the display stand

More standard Cooper Ss on the display stand tooDKG and SOH together on display
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Warwickshire Region

Unfortunately, I have not been 
able to attend the last couple 
of club nights and not from 
choice. I have been encouraged 
by the response to my 70 years 
of Cooper celebration event at 
Prescott in July which has taken 
a lot of my time. As I write 
this article, before the event, 
it has the makings of a great 
celebration indeed thanks to the 
support from owners, honorary 
members and those members 
who wish to spectate.  

One of our local members supporting the event is Patrick Walker who is always willing to take cars 
from his collection to an event.  Not only that, but he also invited members of the region on the June 
club night to view his collection of automobiles. As I could not be there Don ‘Rambling’ Farr acted as 
my scribe and took a few photos which I hope you will enjoy. These are his words and pictures.

“Our June meeting was held at the home of local member Patrick Walker. Despite having surgery one 
month ago Patrick insisted that the meeting went on and many of his cars were pushed out of dry 
storage for our enjoyment. Only four Minis were seen, with another hiding away, but his Landcrab 
1800 and the two Andrew Cowan cars were the centre of attention. We were blessed with a dry 
night and eleven local members enjoyed the cars. One of the stars was Patrick’s South African 1964 
Cooper 'S' with seats to die for. The 8 port attracted a lot of interest as did the Mk III'S' and his Ex 
Works 977 as always. A wonderful evening, many thanks to Patrick for his hospitality and to Kelvin 
for his help in getting the cars out and presumably back again. Mention must be made of Ellen from 
Coventry who decided to join us for the first time at the evening at the Houndshill, who drove in as 
the convoy to Fenny Compton drove out, but joined us and hopefully enjoyed the evening.”

Hope to see more members at the Houndshill nr Ettington on future club nights.

Cliff  Porter

Wilts And Dorset Region

July was another active month on the social front for the 
Wilts and Dorset region. 

On the evening of July 13th we met at the Tyrrells Ford 
Country Inn for a ‘Coopers only’ display and get together 
(photo courtesy of Rog the Hat). A magnificent turnout and 
19 of us eventually managed to have a splendid meal and a 
good natter. Why eventually? Well, having been updated on 
the previous Friday with final numbers, the management 
then proceeded to forget all about us. Hasty preparation of a long table where we could all sit together followed, and all was well in the end.

Many thanks to Owen and Jill, Martin, Nick and Judy, Alan, Frank and Stella, Rog the Hat and Lynne, Adrian and Val, Everett and Vicky, Nigel and 
Hannah, Steve, Glen and, of course, me for making it such a successful evening.

MCR W&D meet at Tyrrells Ford



Mini Cooper Register | 61Mini Cooper Register | 61Mini Cooper Register | 61

REGIONAL REPORTS

On the weekend of 23/24 July a couple of us were participating in the Speed Hillclimb at 
Gurston Down – one (Steve) with more success than the other (me). Must remember to 
close driver’s door window before setting off, not whilst trying to negotiate Hollow.

On Sunday 31st July  twelve  of us met at 9 a.m. in the Co-op car park in Fordingbridge for a 
breakfast run to the Café at Compton Abbas airfield (near Shaftesbury). Strangely it was a 5 MINI 
to 2 Minis split. Alan Booth brought his MINI Convertible Cooper S Works which he uses in 
preference to the MkII S, which is still for sale at the time of writing, and I was in my MINI Cooper 
due to my misfortune with the MkIII S on Saturday (engine seized on way back from petrol station).

However, everyone was very understanding, which cheered me up a bit. We set off in 
convoy at 9 a.m. with Nick Stansmore in the lead and me acting as sweeper. A beautiful ride 
through wonderful scenery in brilliant warm sunshine followed – what more could one ask 
for (a Mk III S without a seized engine perhaps)? We arrived at the airfield café and viewing 
area car park at 9.40am and found to our amazement we now had 8 cars in the convoy 
with the addition of another Mini. On countback we had Alan and Janice (Convertible), Nigel 
and Hannah and family (Cooper), Martin (Cooper S Works), Rog the Hat and Lynne (Cooper 
Clubman), Me (Cooper), Frank and Stella (Mini Cooper), Nick (Mini Cooper John Cooper S 
conversion with shiny new alloy rad.) and Adrian (Instructions? What instructions?).

The café was very crowded but I had a table reserved for us, which was essential, and we all 
tucked into splendid and reasonably priced breakfasts. We then adjourned outside to watch 
brave ladies doing wing-walking flights for a local hospice charity, just dressed in everyday 
clothes and a pair of goggles – extraordinary!

With the sun still shining, we dispersed at about 11.30am and all agreed it was a most enjoyable 
way to spend a Sunday morning.

Hope to see more new faces at Tyrrells Ford on Wednesday 14th September, or hear from you 
before then – malcsmf@btinternet.com or nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Malcolm Francis
malcsmf@btinternet.com

Worcestershire Region

Another great show at Eastnor Castle and a good weekend out with MCR  
Worcestershire region.
 
Mick Rowley    

What we do with members 
who don't follow instructions

7 crews leaving
7 crews waiting to leave But 8 crews arrived!

A Harvard aircraft
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the police 
to inspect cars without either one of these identification numbers. 
Members and readers are advised to be cautious before purchasing 
such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free (minis 
and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively long nor 
in the course of business trade.  Please quote your membership 
number when writing.  Non-members and trade members wishing 
to place a classified advert must enclose a cheque for £5.00 with 
their advert script. Failure to do so will result in the advert being 
returned unpublished. Cheques should be made payable to Mini 
Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) and/
or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in 
written form only please and addressed to the magazine editor. 
This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or advert 
amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

CLUB SHOP
.

By popular demand the MCR indoor car cover is 
now back in stock!
Made from a decent grade of nylon material, the 
covers are intended for indoor use as dust covers 
although they are actually waterproof too.
The covers a bright red and have the MCR logo 
screen printed on the front of them in black. They 
come complete with mirror pockets (in the right 
place) for later Minis. A storage bag is also included 
for safe keeping of the cover when not in use.
The covers are tailored to fit a Mini with spotlights 
mounted on the front of the car and to keep the cover 
securely on the car it has an elasticised hem with handy 
straps and plastic buckles which go under the car.
Price is £35 including P&P (Europe and rest of 
world will need to contact us first)

please call

Sally or Tony Salter on  
02380 560073 to order.



FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

The winner for the July 
competition just has 
to be MINISTWO and 
congratulations! 
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