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Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48  . . . . . .£705.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . .£23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO  . . .£13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

£85.80

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £85.80 full kit

Package
Price

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone springs on the market made
from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.70
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Cooper S Distributor

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for
economy and performance similar to MK3 S

curves. Fitted with quickfit points and uprated
rotor arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £58.50
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion kits!
Best quality distributors & parts stocked for road/race
New! Evo cam-specific distributor C-27H7701 . £82.80

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Brake Servo

£40.69

Bumper and Brightwork

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £68.44
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £33.60
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £24.00
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.71
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.69
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011
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Mail Order - 01 707 607700 Mail Order also available direct from Harrogate Branch Call 01 423 881800 to order 

minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com 
website for pictures, downloads,
catalogues, current prices &
special deals

Mobile & tablet friendly

BODY,
MECHANICAL 
& TRIM

CATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2
catalogue. 
Include all models 
from 1959-2000.

mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

£23.04
or

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . .£16.00
20/50 mineral oil & spin on 
filter (not MPI) SO4  . .£17.78
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump . . . . £18.90
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . £2017.73
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2444.36

We stock all standard and performance parts

1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . new/outright £72.96 
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps from £15.83 CNC race type from £112.50
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £55.38
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . £32.18
Mini Spares/AP road/rally 180mm plate C-AHT595 £65.26
AP Racing fast road/rally clutch plate 180mm . £88.78
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £88.78
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel  - race EN24  . . . . . . . . .£209.08
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £24.00
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS . . . . . . £29.99
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

Clutches & Flywheels

£55.20

Scan the QR codes to see the full

range on your tablet ot smart phone

Engines:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Gaskets:

Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Suspension:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Exhausts:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Brightwork:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Steering:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Drivetrain:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Electrics:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gearboxes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Each

£4.20

Brand new ACCESSORIES

CATALOGUE available to

order online!
www.minispares.com

mini spares catalogues
NEW!

Brakes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Mini Spares Servo for 
Cooper S Mk1 & Mk2  
AP 5.5 Type. 21A1293 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £216.00

Forged Cranks

For 1275cc blocks 
and made in 
81.3mm and 86mm stroke
(bare forging only £576.00) . . . . . . crank £1897.92

Engines NEW! Gaskets
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

September magazine – 25th July
October magazine – 1st September
November magazine – 1st October

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, Huddersfield, W. 
Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539 
mk1sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street,  
Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering, Northamptonshire, 
NN14 3DZ    
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE  
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
super@minicooper.org  
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE    
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW  
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb 
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH 
07834 081697 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
pr@minicooper.org

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert.indd   1 12/03/2015   16:36
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
Y  et another great National Mini 

Cooper day at Beaulieu has 
been and gone for this year. Just as 
with last year’s show, the weather 
forecasts earlier in the week were 
not very promising for a dry and 
sunny show. However, although it did 
rain early in the morning as forecast, 
thankfully the rain actually stopped by 
the official start of the show and the 
day stayed dry with the sun breaking 
through later in the afternoon. I 
won’t say any more about Beaulieu 

here since a number of the reports in this Beaulieu feature special 
edition of CooperWorld will have the wind taken out of their 
sails if I do.

So, turning to what else we have to offer in this bumper issue of 
the magazine, Justin Ridyard has written an article on a recent 
visit to the British Motor Heritage factory in Witney which he 
organised as a club visit and hence it was open to all members. 
Indeed, as you will see from some of the photos he took during 
the visit I went along too! In fact I went on the factory visit last 
year for the first time but, unfortunately, the factory were not 
on that occasion producing any Mini body shells for us to see 
being made, so we had to be content seeing MGB shells being put 
together instead. This time our visit coincided with the production 
of Mini shells which made for an interesting and enjoyable visit. 
Do have a read of Justin’s article, particularly if you might be 
interested in going on the next visit to the factory.

Then John Pick has written an interesting article entitled French 
Frolics (read into that title what you wish!) about going to France 
in order to compete in a hill climb competition on the other side 
of the channel and to see how the French run these events. Well, 
without giving too much away, the answer to that question is that 
they do it rather differently to us and, I have to say, going by John’s 
account, can I say that they run them with a more high profile 
approach perhaps? Have a read of his article and you will see what 
I am hinting at here.

In the events section, we have an article from Philip Dyson on 
his experiences on the Irish Touring Assembly, the title of which 
sets the scene nicely for what it’s all about. Having read Philip’s 
article of course, it brought back some great memories of the 
tour I participate in last year on our club’s Minis to Ireland tour. I 
do urge you to read Philip’s account as, if you have ever thought 
about going on such a tour, this will give you an insight as to 
the pleasures of participating in such a tour and I would fully 
recommend it if you are able to.

Finally, we have, for once, a number of adverts at the back of the 
magazine which might be of interest, two of which relate to cars 
looking for new homes as well as an advert for a complete Mk1 
Cooper S engine and gearbox amongst a couple of other adverts. 
You can’t get better retail therapy then that!

Paul Sulma 

Coopers at Combe
Castle Combe Race Circuit

Saturday 20th August 2016

Entry is limited to 15 cars and places are available on a first 
come first served basis, so book early to avoid disappointment 
by contacting Graham E Robinson and also for further details.
 
This is a very popular event with members. Usually, 
only five cars are allowed out on to the track at once 
making it safer than other Mini track days at this circuit. 
Club members are welcome to spectate on the day and 
admission is free. 

80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex,  
SS3 0HW 01702 219298  

graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

Cranleigh Lions  
Classic Car Show 

At Cranleigh Show Ground Surrey

14th August 2016
http://www.cranleighlions.org/classic-car-show.php

Cranleigh Lions show is a great classic car event, 
if any members would like to join me for a club 

stand just email Alan Clark.

1275gt@mincooper.org

I would especially like to gather a few GTs  
for group display 



Apart from initially struggling to get used to the rather notchy six speed 
gear box, the whine from the supercharger was delightful and made 
up for the gearbox, albeit the ratios were superb! I’ve always been a 
fan of superchargers over a turbo and it’s a shame this was soon to 
be replaced with a turbo on subsequent models. But I’m told that the 
higher fuel consumption of the supercharger was its downfall. This in 
fact was soon evident, up in the mountains, when consumption dropped 
to the low 20s, only recovering to the mid 30s on the motorway on the 
way home. This, I must stress, was the only downside of this fabulous 
car. Of course, driving in France, on relatively un-crowded roads, that 
are also in the main in very good condition (certainly compared to those 
in the UK), is always a pleasure no matter what you are driving. 

Where the car shone, head and shoulders above anything else I’ve driven, 
was with its superb handling. I can honestly say it was an absolute joy to drive. 
The many, many hairpins we encountered were taken in its stride without 
any drama. If the bend tightened, one simply turned the wheel a little more 
and around it went. No understeer, no scrabble for grip, no hopping across 
the road. It was totally stable and controllable – an absolute delight.  Those 
few doubters who still refuse to accept what a brilliant car this is should take 
the opportunity to actually drive one. Of all the modern cars that are around 
today, the MINI is more like a Classic Mini than anything else on the road. 
Less we also not forget, the MINI was substantially designed by Rover. It’s 
just a shame that the company collapsed before it could go into production 
and so we should be eternally grateful that BMW took up the car, made a few 
changes and saved it from the scrap heap. I want one!

One topic that seems to raise its head ever so often is the valuation of cars for 
insurance purposes. With values still creeping ever upwards (although I’m sure 
the Brexit vote will see prices fall) many wisely seek agreed value insurance 
from their chosen insurance company. It is but a simple process to get a 
valuation from a club official. In all the years we’ve been offering this service 
our valuations are invariably accepted by all the insurers members use. All 
our Registrars are empowered by the club to sign off a valuation for insurance 
purposes. They will generally only be required to sign the requisite insurance 
form but can also, if needed, compile a detailed valuation statement that can in 
turn be used by the member for his agreed insurance value. All we ask is that 
members cover any costs involved. And don’t forget, Carole Nash do offer 
favourable terms for club members and are happy to accept valuations from 
our Registrars. So, if you do need an agreed valuation, and you should, do 
contact your Registrar for their help.

Until next month,

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Our national day at Beaulieu was, once 
again, a great day despite the predicted 

showery weather. Once the early morning 
rain clouds had passed we had a dry day 
and the sun even popped out. Attendance 
however, did suffer slightly with some 
being put off by the poor weather forecast 
but, despite this, crowds were evident 
everywhere and, as usual, the Mini parking 
areas looked to me to be very full. Needless 
to say, the concours entry was down as 
some with much cosseted cars kept them 
tucked up in their garage. However, full 

marks to the good number of people who did enter their cars in what is still 
considered to be one of ‘the’ concours awards to win. I can only apologise 
for the rather wet gravel track that must have made things that little bit 
more difficult for all. The standard of the concours, as usual, was very 
high – as, indeed, were all of the register displays and, even though we only 
managed to get one of the three Broadspeed cars to display, it received the 
MiniWorld car of the show award. 

The Club shop did well, even without the lamentable Qwirkart who we 
decided to part company with last month, after trying our hardest to make it 
work with them. Thanks go, in no small measure, to Tony Salter for his sterling 
effort in running the show and we all wish Martin Charles all the best in taking 
over the reins. Tony will, however, remain in the background to offer his help 
and advice. We, as usual, signed up a good number of new members thanks, in 
no small part, to Carole Nash kindly donating a large tool box of Halfords tools 
as a lucky draw. Graham Robson, our MC, was at last satisfied with the all new 
and much improved PA system that Beaulieu have at long last installed - this 
was a big improvement. Finally, thank you to all of the marshals and helpers 
who assisted throughout the day without which the day just wouldn’t have 
happen and not forgetting Carole Nash Insurance for their continued support 
of the club and Beaulieu. Keep Sunday 11th June next year free.

Straight after Beaulieu Peter Moss and I headed off to France to undertake 
the recce for our Minis to Monte Touring Assembly taking place later 
this year. Peter had bought himself an early MINI Cooper S, an R53 with 
the supercharger (Checkmate limited edition) to do both the event itself 
and for the recce. Peter decided that he would rather concentrate on his 
planned route and do the map reading, so I was entrusted with the steering 
wheel. Many will know that I was most impressed with Hugh Wyllie’s 
equally early Cooper Diesel that we had used for the two previous Minis to 
Ireland recces, but I had then been on the maps. To my shame, I’ve never 
actually driven a MINI, so this was to be a new experience for me. 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during June

NEW MEMBERS
William Birrell, Abbots Langley, Hertfordshire
Philip Nisbett, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire
Judi Derisley & Fenwick Schooling, Hayling Island, Hampshire
Ian & Karen Harrison, Sandhurst, Berkshire
Chris Powney, Swindon Wiltshire
John Lennox, Bordon, Hants
Jack Walton & Jessica Benniston, Chilwell, Nottingham
Nigel Richards, Rotherham, South Yorkshire
Peter Burbidge, Trowbridge, Wiltshire
Chris Purdy, Colchester, Essex
Christoph Gontard, Munich, Germany
Richard Bisgrove, Glastonbury, Somerset
Steve Ridley, Bourne End, Buckinghamshire
Christopher Grant, Barnstaple, North Devon
Michael Butcher, Heathfield, East Sussex
Mark Mcsweeney, Barrow-in-furness, Cumbria

Kenneth Davis, Tunbridge Wells, Kent
Edward Vandyk, Newbury, Berkshire
Owen & Celia Edgar, Harrow, Middlesex
Simon Bishop, Faringdon, Oxfordshire
Jason Mason, Poole, Dorset
David Welfare, Orpington, Kent
Chay Strahan-baker, Horsham, West Sussex
Rosalind & Joe Golden, Southampton, Hampshire
Sarah Rogers, Coventry, West Midlands
Richard & Sharon Brennan, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire
Elliot Lawrence, Letchworth, Hertfordshire
Robert Newell, Bournemouth, Dorset
Chris Molyneux, Ulverston, Cumbria
Chris Evans, Lymington, Hampshire
Malcolm Elston, Rochdale, Lancashire



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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If anyone would like to go on another motor related tour let me know 
and we may be able to sort one for next year. As a club we have visited 
MINI, British Heritage and Prodrive but I’m sure there are other 
places we could visit.  Let’s have your ideas and if I don’t get a better 
suggestion I will suggest another visit to MINI in Oxford for those who 
missed out previously.

It’s still a little way off but I’m looking for cars for this year’s NEC 
Classic Motor show in November (13th-15th). It will mean leaving your 
car from Thursday afternoon until Sunday evening. Please contact me if 
you can help. 

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

T  he club should be proud, once again, 
for putting on a fantastic Beaulieu for 

2016! A huge well done to the team for 
all the hard work that they put in for what 
is our showcase club day and one of the 
major Mini events on the calendar.

In August we are looking forward to 
Kent’s Ham Sandwich Run on the 21st of 
the month with great support from our 
local MINI dealer once again. 

There are some other fantastic events 
lined up for August so get your cars out 
and about to some of the following:

The Cambridge Mini Chill 5th-7th August 
Croft Nostalgia 6th – 7th August   
Mini in the Park 14th August 
Biggar Rally 14th August
Oulton Park Mini Festival Saturday 20th August

The club organised a visit to the British Motor Heritage factory in June and, 
once again, there was a great take up for this visit. We were treated to a 
fascinating and informative tour and this time with Mini’s on the production 
line, although they had a break in production due to birds nesting in some 
of the panel presses! I am not sure that some of the so called green modern 
car companies would take such a stance with the production of their cars! 

Hats off to Heritage for putting their efforts into the production of 
other replacement parts to keep the wheels turning on our cars. A 
report on the visit can be found elsewhere in the magazine.
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EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

Many thanks to 
all who posted 
this month but 
the winner has to 
be ROLI just for 
the chin alone
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2016

August

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill   
Date: 5th - 7th August 
Location: Marley Eternit Social Club, Whaddon Road, 
Meldreth 
Contact: Trevor knowles.madhouse@virgin.net

Event: Croft Nostalgia    
Date: 6th – 7th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car and military 
vehicle show. 
Contact: http://www.croftmilitary.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park    
Date: 14th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Biggar Rally    
Date: 14th August 
Location: Biggar. Rally, static car show, concours and 
autojumble.  Camping also available.   
Date: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Oulton Park Mini Festival   
Date: Saturday 20th August 2016 
Location: Oulton Park Raceway 
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Ham Sandwich Run (Touring assembly) 
Date: 21st August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard -   
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

September

Event: Tetbury Classic Car Show    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Tetbury, Gloucester 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Mini Fest 2016    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse 
Contact: http://www.britishminiclub.co.uk/about-the-
club/mini-fest

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 9th – 11th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: 11th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: 17th-18th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: 17th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: Stoke Prior Steam Rally    
Date: 19th September 
Location: Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire 
Contact: http://www.shakespearesrally.com/ MCR 
Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

October

Event: Minis to Monte 2016  
(Event full but reserve list open)  
Date: 1st - 8th October 
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -    
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Malvern Classic Car, Historic Commercial and Mini Show 
Date: 9th October 
Location: Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcs 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: 16th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally   
Date: 22nd October 
Location: TBC 
Contact: Niall Cook – Newcastle & Durham Region 
naillcook@tiscalli.co.uk

November

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 11th - 13th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

2017

February 2017

Event: London Classic Car Show   
Date: 23-26th February 2017 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

0843 453 9000  MINI-FESTIVAL.CO.UK
*Advance tickets available until midday Wed 17 Aug. Postage fee applies. Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

STUNT SHOW

TRADE VILLAGE

LIVE MUSIC

MINI PARADES AND  
DEMONSTRATIONS

FUNZONE PLUS MORE  
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

ONLINE* TICKETS FROM £19   KIDS UNDER 13 FREE

SPECIAL

DISCOUNTS

AVAILABLE FOR MINI 

OWNERS AND CLUBS

See website for details



Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm. *Terms & Conditions apply, visit https://cherished.carolenash.com/terms-and-conditions.aspx †Based on an average customer, saving 41% when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. 
Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MG Midget. Previous multi-classic car savings from 7.2.2014 until 11.5.2015 were 28%. Up to 41% savings available from 11.5.2015. ^Terms and conditions 
apply - cherished.carolenash.com/terms-and-conditions.aspx **Terms and conditions apply - call for details Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of 
Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Exclusive for Mini  
Cooper Register Members
WIN Goodwood 
Revival Tickets

Call our Mini Cooper Register Specialists Devon or Christina on

0800 083 6302
cherished.carolenash.com
Classic  |  Camper Van    |  Specialist  |  Military  |  Performance

/insideclassics.com @insideclassics

SIMPLY CALL FOR A QUOTE TO BE ENTERED 
INTO OUR FREE PRIZE DRAW*

 u Free Agreed Value^

 u Salvage Retention**

 u  UK & EU breakdown worth over £100  
- includes Homestart 

 u  Up to £100,000 Legal Expenses cover  
in the event of an accident that’s not 
your fault

 u  Club member discounts**

YOUR CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 
POLICY INCLUDES:

 YOU COULD  

SAVE 41% 
WITH A MULTI-CLASSIC POLICY†
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National Mini Cooper Day − Beaulieu 2016

The lead up to our national day at Beaulieu this year was at times pretty frantic. My work, which normally is a little quieter in May, was fairly 
busy and this, coupled with concerns over the weather as we got closer to the big day, made things a little stressful.  

On the day the expected rain, thankfully, only lasted until about 10am and gradually the skies cleared over the course of the day, and the sun 
even came out in the afternoon capping a great day. Unfortunately though, our visitor numbers suffered from the forecast and attendance was 
not as high as last year as a result.

However, I think I can safely say that those who decided not to come missed out on a classic Beaulieu. One of the highlights of this year's show 
was that we celebrated 15 years of the R50 Cooper with a great display of Y registered cars opposite the last of the classic Coopers. The display 
of Mini vans and pickups proved to be popular and the Broadspeed GT owned by Chris Wooden was rightly awarded the MiniWorld car of the 
show. The ex-Works and Competition car display was, as usual, very busy and, especially so, with Robert Young showing his finally finished ex-
Works Mini Cooper S BJB 77B which had many admiring onlookers all daylong.

So, in summary, a classic Beaulieu with some of our classic summer weather, a lot of great cars on display, good company and plenty of bits to 
buy. But all this would not have been possible without the help of so many people. All of the volunteers, and especially so Martin Charles and 
Graham Hendra deserve a special mention. Then thanks must also go to the honorary members who attend the show with special thanks to 
Mike Cooper for presenting all the awards. Last, but not least, thanks to Graham Robson our regular MC for the show. 

Finally, although I will be around next year helping the new organiser, Martin, this was my last Beaulieu at the helm and I am pleased to say one 
that I was very happy to have been a part of. 

Tony Salter - Show organiser

Beaulieu MCR day awards 2106
MCR Concours Results 2016

Class 1 1st Scott Turner RWY 620F

Class 2 1st Phil Harper HPH 322C

Class 3 1st Clive Pettit 786 KM

Class 4 1st Mark Tyrrell ZV 1026

Class 5 No enteries

Class 6 1st Joff Grover S909 UHT
 2nd Rikki Reynolds N143 WOK

Class 7 1st Andrew Nash HNJ 439D
 2nd Tim Cronshaw XNP 458V

Class 8 1st Tom Clark 99 TWC
 2nd Tim Burr TWB 6Y

Class 9 1st Stacey Reed YK57 OKG

MiniWorld magazine car of show Chris Wooden  Broadspeed GT
Beaulieu Cup winner from classes 2, 3 & 4 Phil Harper HPH 322C
John White Cup James Morrison Crayford convertible Mini 1070 PP 
Don Moore Trophy (Services to the Club) Hugh Wyllie and family for arranging MCR assembly tours in Ireland 
Regional Award Kent Region – Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
Big Valve  Justin Ridyard (Personality)
The John Kelly Trophy Ian Williams for his rather well used MK1 S. This trophy is awarded to a MK1 Cooper  
 or Cooper S that is well used and in the spirit of John Kelly.
The Graham Allen Trophy Andy Mynott The Spirit of the event award given to Andy for his help in a rather late   
 arrangement of Cooper Sports in the arena.
New MCR member prize draw Ken Davies had the lucky winning ticket which was drawn by the membership secretary  
 Lesley Young Ken’s prize was a high quality Halfords tool set worth £150 which was kindly  
 donated for the draw by our club sponsors Carole Nash Insurance.
Editor’s award John Parnell
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EVENTS

By Tony Salter
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Class 6 - 1st - Joff Grover - S909 UHT Class 6 - 2nd - Rikki Reynolds - N143 WOKClass 4 - 1st - Mark Tyrrell - ZV 1026

Class 1 - 1st - Scott Turner  - RWY 620F Class 3 - 1st - Clive Pettit - 786 KMClass 2 - 1st - Phil Harper - HPH 322C

Photos by Blue Pig Photography
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EVENTS

Class 9 - 1st - Stacey Reed - YK57 OKG Mini World magazine car of show -  
Chris Wooden - Broadspeed GT

Class 8 - 2nd - Tim Burr - TWB 6Y

Class 7 - 1st - Andrew Nash - HNJ 439D Class 8 - 1st - Tom Clark - 99TWCClass 7 - 2nd - Tim Cronshaw - XNP 458V

Photos by Blue Pig Photography
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Big Valve (Personality) - Justin Ridyard

The Graham Allen Trophy - Andy Mynott New MCR member prize draw - Ken Davies

The John Kelly trophy - Ian Williams (for his 
rather well used MK1 S)

Regional Award - Kent Region -  
Justin and Annmarie Ridyard

Beaulieu Cup winner from classes 2, 3 & 4 - 
Phil Harper - HPH 322C

Don Moore Trophy (Services to the Club) - 
Hugh Wyllie (and his family)

Chief Judges special award - James Morrison 
- Crayford convertible

Editor’s award - John Parnell
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Photos by Stuart Watson
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EVENTS

British Motor Heritage Factory visit - 22nd June 2016
By Justin Ridyard

The club returned to the British Motor 
Heritage factory in June for a second visit 

following on from a visit last year. After seeing 
MG production in 2015 we were assured 
of seeing shells of our favourite cars being 
assembled as well as many of the individual 
panels being pressed out of sheet metal. There 
had been a break in production as birds had 
nested in some of the panel presses. Heritage 
simply moved on to other processes for the 
couple of weeks rather than harm the nesting 
birds. Something you couldn’t imagine BMW 
or Ford doing in today’s relentless world. Birds 
aside, we were not disappointed with Minis and 
Mini panels on every press and in every crate.

After a brief tour of the archive that the 
company have which contains many of the 
parts manuals and original drawings that BMC 
and  Leyland cars of the 60s and 70s produced, 
we moved on to the Tex products division.  
Here we were treated to a demonstration 
of a wiper being assembled in the traditional 
method by hand and then we were taken to 
see the stores of the huge range of products 
that the company can now supply.

Heritage is a company where the traditions of 
bygone days of production are continued and 

embraced with a few modern tweaks. It was 
refreshing, particularly in these days of robots 
and mass production, to see these practices 
still being followed. It was also nice to see the 
passion and drive that staff have to keep hold 
of these traditions so we can keep our cars on 
the road for many years to come. 

Much of the equipment and tooling used 
is original having come from the original 
production factories. Many of the jigs have 
been repaired multiple times but are still going 
strong. It was good to see the original jigs that 
would have been used to make every Mini 
sub-frame of all of our cars from new.

It is really a very interesting place to visit and 
even after this, on my second visit I found 
myself enthralled with the tour. So, a huge 
thanks to Heritage for looking after us and I 
am pleased to say that we have been invited 
back again to see something a bit special 
hopefully later this year! Watch this space! 

Where do you fancy visiting next? If you 
know of a suitable and interesting place our 
members could visit then please contact me!

Justin Ridyard

Archive containing some 
of the original factory 
panel drawings etc

Leyland logo confirms this equipment 
to be from the original factory

New Mini shells off the shelf!

Mini shells ‘hot of the press’

All fettled and completed shells

The great sight of a new 
bare metal  Mini shell

Rear Mini wheel arch

Wheel arch being welded together 
in original factory jig

Your editor nearest camera 
looking on with interest at 
how to construct a wiper 
blade by hand
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classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.

FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves



Irish Touring Assembly - 16th to 21st June 2016
By Philip Dyson

EVENTS

Produced and presented by Hugh, Jan and Emma Wyllie assisted by 
Tony and Angela Jones and a cast of Minis.

Day 1 Thursday

After all the participants had arrived at Fishguard we boarded our ferry 
for the relatively short trip to the Emerald Isle. On arrival in Rosslaire, 

and having already received our road books, we made our way to the 
Arklow Bay Hotel our first destination. Here we met up with Jan and 
Emma Wyllie and the Irish lads. After sampling the Guinness and catching 
up we all retired ready for the next day’s adventures.

Day 2 Friday

After a good night’s sleep and a hearty breakfast we set off in convoy 
following the road book to the south of Dublin where we then followed 
the coast road taking in many delightful scenes along the way. This 
was followed by a coffee stop in the lovely Fitzpatrick Castle Hotel. 
We then drove up to the highest pub in Ireland named Johnnie Fox’s 
which is a bar and museum. We then refreshed ourselves and set off 
for the Sally Gap which took us along part of the Circuit of Ireland rally 

route, ending up at the Powers Court Falls for a lunch stop and photos 
under the power shower for Minis. Before returning to the hotel for 
the evening meal, we stopped at a lovely location called Meeting of the 
Waters for a photo opportunity.
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Day 1 Thursday 16th June and the gathering at Fishguard

Highest pub in Ireland Jonnie Fox’s

Inside Jonnie Fox’s

Friday day 2 Coast road south of Dublin



EVENTS

Day 3 Saturday

Another hearty breakfast was had before setting off on the day’s 
tour and within 15 miles we found ourselves on another rally stage 
of the Circuit of Ireland called Aughavanna. Once through this stage 
we went onto Hacketstown and to a coffee stop at the Clanard 
Court Hotel. We then made our way to the 1903 Gordon Bennett 
race circuit where we stopped for a group photograph around the 
monument. We then set off to Hollywood and the Wicklow Gap 
on some very challenging roads but the scenery was beautiful. This 
was followed by a lunch stop at the Glendalough Hotel. From here 
we followed the road book to the village of Avoca where the TV 
series called Ballykissangel was filmed. Having parked up opposite 
the church Hugh led us to the Fitzgerald pub where we sampled 
the delights of the Irish water. Back to the hotel for another good 
evening of food drink and getting ready for the trip back to Wexford 
and the next hotel. 

Mini Cooper Register | 25

Powers court falls and a power shower for Minis

Meeting of the waters Hugh’s car after the shower



EVENTS

Day 4 Sunday

Making our way from the Arklow Bay Hotel Irish mist and rain 
impeded our view of the lovely scenery at the top of Mount 
Leinster. Then to the coffee stop at M O’Sheas Bar & Emporium 
which is worth a visit for Tea, Coffee and Scones. Then we made 
our way to the Ferrycarrig hotel taking in the city of Waterford over 
the river through Ferrybank and to the hotel to book in and have 
lunch. The hotel is in a lovely location overlooking the water and 
which is a bird watcher's paradise.

Day 5 Monday

This was the last full day of our Irish adventure, and some of the 
more enthusiastic of our group took advantage of the gym and 
swimming pool at the hotel to work of some of the food and make 
room for more. After working up an appetite we set off in the 
sunshine. Today was to be our seaside tour and from the hotel 
we headed to New Ross and then to Fethard on sea. To say the 
coastal scenes where spectacular would be an understatement. 
We made our way to the Hook Head Lighthouse where we had 
a coffee stop and spectacular views. From here we followed the 
ring of Hook towards Duncannon Harbour where we stopped at 
the Strand Tavern for a warm Irish greeting and a good lunch. This 
was followed by photos of everyone parked on the sand with the 
sea behind us after which we made our way along the coastal road 
to Kilmore Quay and a stop to take in the views. On our return 
to the hotel the group met up in the sunshine on the veranda for 
drinks where some of the group tried to set a new all Irish record 
of moving tables and chairs. After the evening meal Tony Jones, 
who had been requested on behalf of the MCR, presented the Don 
Moore Trophy to the Wyllie’s in recognition of all they had done 
for the club in organizing the MCR Irish Mini events and all the 
other trips to Ireland. Also, as thanks from all that took part a gift 
was presented to Hugh, Jan and Emma by me assisted by Wendy 
(magician’s assistant). Everyone on the tour thought it was magical.
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Day 3 Glanard Court Hotel for coffee and scones

1903 Gordon Bennett race circuit

Sign not meant for Minis

Avoca home of Ballykissangel

Minis on the beach



EVENTS

Day 6 Tuesday

All packed up we made our way to Rosslaire 
and the ferry home to Fishguard. Apart from 
a broken screen and the usual tinkering all the 
cars behaved well. 

Phillip Dyson
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Minis take over the lighthouse car park

Day 5 Hook Head lighthouse

Day 5 Table moving record attempt and drinksDay 4  M.O’Shea’s bar and emporium
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It really doesn’t matter whether we talk Earls Court, 
New York, Turin or even Sydney; the car manufacturers 

want at least one of their models to stand out from their 
counterparts with some form of special vehicle to draw a 
crowd at what was often the annual motor show tyre kickers’ 
paradise. So, in part, that is how the Morris Sports 850 came 
to be announced just prior to Sydney’s Motor Show of 1st to 
9th September 1961. 

1961 was a tough year for the Australian economy and 
the motor industry had been feeling the pain of a credit 
squeeze with high sales tax slowing their market. So in that 
scenario, one could muse a quick, cheap tweak of a standard 
production car that would make the accountant smile. Even 
more so if it could draw a crowd and make the sales chaps 
happy too.

So, while the purse strings had been tightened with a no thrills 
motor show display budgets policy, this played well into what 
was ultimately BMC’s corner. It didn’t however stop criticism 
of gloomy motor show stands afterwards though. As such, but 
not that there was any choice, the scene of Sports 850s first 
showing wasn’t in some flash exhibition centre, but the Royal 
Agricultural Society’s Sydney Showgrounds (now Fox Studios 
site) and had been good enough for the Sydney International 
Trade Fair in early August. It too had seen BMC presence. 

It was the usual scenario for the motor show in those days, 
whereby the ever competitive Sydney-based BMC distributors 
would organise their own stands. This had been the 
arrangement since the 1954 re-introduction of a Sydney Motor 
Show rather than see BMC Australia taking control to pool 
resources as one display area. 

For 1961 this meant the BMC passenger car range was 
displayed over 3 stands in 2 pavilions by Larke Hoskins – 
traditionally the stoic Austin retailer, but now having to trade 
Morris as well. Lancaster Motors from the traditional Nuffield 
corner and P&R Williams. Set amongst the BMC cars, all 3 had 
the standard Morris 850 on display. The first time at Sydney’s 
Motor Show and P&R’s also had their just announced Sports 
850. However, the standard 850 had also been displayed on the 
site during the RAS’ 1961 Royal Easter Show – having gone on 
sale in Australia during March 1961.

The advent of the early 1960s saw BMC Australia evolving 
as management tried to remove the shackles from their UK 
bosses. And P&R Williams were evolving and expanding too. 
Sales Director, Stuart Williams, had moved the business into 
selling the whole BMC passenger car range. Even though they 
were very well known for their sports cars sales, handling MG 
products since the 1930s and making and selling motorcycles 
since the 1910s when Percy and Reg took over from their 
father. P&R Williams Pty Ltd was formed in the 1920s and 
they also had successful involvement with motorcycle 
racing. Throughout the early 1960s expansion, two of P&R’s 
dealerships, Wentworth Ave, Surry Hills and Hunter St, 
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

P&R’s advert published in the Sydney Motor Show programme



Newcastle, remained known as ‘The home of Sports 
Cars’. The emphasis being to sell BMC’s sporting cars 
– MG-A, AH Sprite and now the Sports 850. Other 
sites handled sales of the rest of the BMC range.

Regardless of budget constraints or not, P&R Williams 
wanted their motor show efforts to be noticed and so 
they put in a fair effort to get the Sports 850 front and 
centre. There was a full page advert announcing the 
car to the public within the event programme and the 
brief model write up read…

MODEL – 850 SPORTS SALOON
This new model to the BMC range based on the Standard 
‘850’ has the same general specifications. The main 
modifications are the addition of dual carburettors and 
manifold. Performance figures compared to the standard 
‘850’ show an improvement in acceleration times of 
3.5secs from 0 to 50mph and 6 secs from 0 to 60 mph 
through the gears. There is no impairment of smooth 
running and full warranty applies.

There was also a 4 page brochure and press release 
published about the model. In the case of the later ‘For 
immediate release’ dated 30th August 1961. This rare 
document’s second sentence succinctly sums up the 
reason why P&R’s developed the car in the first place. 
“The new Sports 850 has been planned to meet the many 
requests for a sports model of the now famous Morris 
850.” Even though the standard car had only been 
released 5 months earlier, the sporting characteristics 
had already spread with some keen drivers of the day 
running at high profile Sydney motor racing circuit, 
Warwick Farm and other events around NSW and 
other states of Australia. 

Modifications were already catching on too – with 
imports like Alexander and Speedwell available and 
well established local tuners like Dents in Sydney and 
Peter Manton’s Monaro Motors, Melbourne getting 
in on this ‘hotting up’ of 850 Minis. It was a natural 
progression for them as they’d done the same with 
Sprites and Minors before that. Manton’s business 
was also an official Victorian SU agent with his other 
cap being Automotive Carburettor (SU) Pty Ltd. 
It also helped greatly that only a matter of weeks 
before the motor show, BMC (Australia) Pty Ltd had 
fully approved the Monaro Motors twin carburettor 
kit as an optional extra for the Morris 850. Meaning 
BMC’s full warranted blessing and the Sports 850 
fitted with that kit became an extension of that. Not 
to be forgotten that Monaro would officially market 
the Sports 850 in their dealer territory of Melbourne 
Victoria, and ship twin-carb 850 kits wherever the 
order was required to go. The choice was around 30 
quids worth of carb kit on a new £775 Morris 850 or 
go the whole gamut and £825 got you a Sports 850! 
All tax inclusive pre-decimal currency Aussie pounds 
in those days.

Further afield, amongst their efforts, P&R Williams even 
made sure news of the Sports 850 reached England  
with Nuffield factory publication ‘Motoring’ publishing 
a piece in one of their 1962 issues that could be read 
around the globe.

I mentioned earlier that the 1961 Sydney Motor 
Show was criticised as gloomy. The heading of Lance 
Lowe’s show report for the November 1961 Motor 
Manual can’t get much blunter than the heading 
‘Dismal Sydney Show’ and then reasons why. I 
actually have Lance’s copy of the Sydney Motor Show 
programme, complete with all his notes written while 
he visited the show. Notes for Austin (Larke Hoskins) 
gets “poorly lit stand, a Morris included now (850). 
A40 Countryman only new one. Lousy stand.” On the 
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Cover of the P& R’s published Sports 850 brochure

How Nuffield’s ‘Motoring’ saw it
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other hand, Morris (Lancaster) did well, 
“an attractive stand, variety of models with 
a backdrop featuring ‘well fed’ bulls and the 
three wavy bars of the Morris motif.” Under 
Morris MG (P&R’s) it has “Sports 850, MG-A, 
etc crowded with lookers at the ‘Sports 850’ 
scene of greatest activity.” Of course, there 
are notes on all other marques and facets 
of the show, but it sets the scene that the 
Sports 850 was well received. 
 
Although essentially considered a dealer 
special, rather than factory-built, the Sports 
850 with BMC Australia’s full blessing was 
even listed in the car price lists published in 
Aussie car mags of the day. So, that makes 
it a legitimate model to my thinking. Yes, a 
bit of a pinch, but one could also argue that 
it was the first performance Mini with its 
BMC blessing, given it was available 3 weeks 
before the first Mini Cooper officially went 
on sale in the UK market. A time when not 
even BMC Australia decision makers would 
have known whether they would get (or 
want) any ‘Cooper Minis’ (as the early cars 
were often termed) out to Australia. After 
all, they were only building 1,000 Coopers 
weren’t they! Regardless, the Sports 850 had 
to suffice as the closest thing to an Australian 
factory performance Mini of the day.

There’s so much more to tell, but another time 
will have to suffice…  

Stephen Dalton

Distinctive ‘pressed’ Sports 850 badges were placed front and rear. They are front 
or rear specific because of the securing pins and cast copies do exist! So beware!

The heart of the Sports 850 conversion, Monaro Motors twin SU kit, sports air filters and chrome rocker cover. 
This photo being part of the original press photo and note they are 2 x LH carbs. Not a left and right specific
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BRYAN PURVES 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryanpurves1@gmail.com 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 
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Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young

and needles fitted – so no demon tweaking there. The ignition system 
is also thoroughly checked out, as is the fuel pump. The tyres are all 
checked for the correct pressure and size. The final check is to replace 
all the oils with those of the organisers (Mobil no less) so no savings 
could be made with ultra thin oils. There is not a wing mirror in sight 
nor anyone even thinking about opening their windows through fear of 
disturbing the airflow. Oh yes, and they never used the heater as this 
takes heat from the engine and hence economy. Additionally, they never 
used the headlights unnecessarily because that loads the dynamo and 
hence uses more fuel. All very serious stuff!

The winner’s technique is worth repeating here, as it is very relevant 
with today’s high fuel costs. The way to do it is to creep away with 
a whiff of throttle, and get to a high gear as soon as possible, say by 
15mph and then hang on to top for dear life.  Anticipation of stops is 
very important such as, approaching traffic lights with care ensuring 
that you would cruise through rather than having to stop. The driving 
is not all defensive however, having built up your speed, don’t use the 
brakes - take as much speed as possible into and around a corner. If 

Mobil Economy Run

More this month from our old friend 
Philip Splett who sent in some cuttings 

from his treasure trove of archive material 
and the first of which, culled from the 
pages of the now defunct Small Car 
magazine, is about the now long forgotten 
Mobil Economy Run. This was an annual 
event, sponsored and run by Mobil Oil but 
which is now Exxon Mobil in America. The 
principle idea behind this rally was that you 
tried to drive as economically as possible. 
Perhaps this is an event that could, in these 
frugal times, be resurrected. The format 

of the event was basically who could average the best fuel economy 
over a prescribed route which was both challenging and demanding for 
the crew. It was not just a slow crawl through the country however. 
The timing was competitive, and more than a handful of drivers came a 
cropper falling off the road. To ensure fair play - such as no coasting along 
in neutral or switching the engine off (or illegal top ups of fuel), each car 
carried a third man in the back as an invigilator.

The consumption figures achieved by these skilfully driven cars would 
take some beating, even by today’s modern standards of lightweight 
cars and frugal fuel management systems with very clever valve timing 
and ultra thin oil. A standard Austin Cooper recorded 58.68 mpg 
whereas, a Morris Mini-Minor a little less at 57.76mpg and an Austin 
Seven just 53.86mpg (they must have been overweight drivers!).These 
are still very impressive figures considering the competitive nature of 
the route and timing. The route of some 1,000 miles, set at an average 
speed of 30 mph over mountain roads and through heavy traffic, did 
demand some nifty driving to stay on time. A 30 mph average does, I 
know, sound slow, but anyone who has competed in road rallies today, 
set at a mandatory 30 mph, will know that you have got to get a move 
on to stay in time, especially on demanding terrain.

Just to show how serious this can all get, the cars must obviously 
be standard – but, more importantly, in near perfect condition 
mechanically. The cars would all be certain not to have any brakes 
binding or rough wheel bearings. All the engine valves would be 
perfectly seated with standard compression. The alignment and tracking 
would also be at an optimum. The car would also be well run in, say a 
10,000 miler. At the start the carbs are all stripped down and new jets 
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Mobil observer supervising filling up at a Mobil petrol station

Two gentlemen of the press 
discussing the route of the 
Economy Run
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you brake, you have only got to use more fuel to build up the speed 
again.  Makes you think doesn’t it? Perhaps there is a place in the 
motoring calendar for this sort of event again.

MiniWorld 

My ego was boosted at Beaulieu this year when Sean Doyle handed 
me a pristine copy, still in its polybag, of MiniWorld from August 1997. 
This, as I soon recalled, was the copy which featured a full article on my 
Works replica BFX 404B. Monty Watkins, the then editor, produced 
a lovely five page colour feature and, looking at the superb photos by 
Gerard Brown, the car seems to have survived rather better than I 
have over the last nearly twenty years. The car, had in truth, already 
been finished for over four years when MiniWorld did the feature.  

I’m happy to say that the car is still in fine fettle, albeit it has now 
justifiably developed a nice patina of age and the engine, built by 
my own fair hands on my own workbench, has yet to come out 
(although it’s now on borrowed time) and has just gone through the 
one clutch. Re-reading the article it reminded me of just how difficult 
it was back then to get the correct parts for the car, as these were 
during the days before the joys of eBay and the only way to find 
many parts was to tramp miles around Autojumbles. The concluding 
sentence in the feature made me smile in that Monty Watkins 
commented that my Ex-Works Mini BJB 77B, in the back of the 
garage, would be out again one day soon – well twenty years later!

Robert Young
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Dressed ready to go including the door 
mirror as overtaking is allowed

French frolics
By John Pick

COMPETITION

For several years now I have had fellow Hillclimb competitors going 
on about an event in France that they have just got back from and I 

did thank them for the retrospective, but also requested that they gave 
me due warning in order that I could enter. So, this year in January, I 
bought myself a 20 Euro lottery ticket for an entry to the 2016 Saint 
Goueno Hillclimb aiming to give my 1071S a bit of a summer outing.

The event is based in a small village in Brittany around 50 miles from St. 
Malo and is a round in the FFSA French National Championship. The course, 
unlike some, is quite narrow (just two car’s width) and at 3.2km in length - 
so longer than many UK venues. But it is quick! Most of the corners are blind 
but annoyingly similar with the only real slow down for a 100 left in front of 
all the spectators…..mental note - at least make this bit look impressive.

So, how to prepare for such an event? Well, management decided a week 
in Chateau in advance would help, so we booked a Chateau nearby that 
we would be sharing with the Polish builders performing a renovation of 
some of the public parts. It was very quiet and after an apartment shuffle 
to ensure adequate wi-fi, we were settled in very posh surroundings. 

We had decided to drive to the event to save on messing with trailers 
given it was relatively close which proved even more helpful with the 
subsequent fuel shortage. A limit of 25Euros at petrol stations was a total 
fill up for us, so we had no complaints. We were embroiled in a long 
conversation at the ferry with several ex-Longbridge employees who 
were quoting part numbers and reminiscing about rallying Minis, so much 
so, the queue disappeared without us noticing. Minis are also hilarious at 
customs and passport kiosks as they cannot see the car as it is so low!

I had inevitably watched You Tube shots of the course, but the single seaters 
that featured were going far too quick for my 1071cc’s so I decided on 
the Tuesday before the event to drive up and video the course to help me 
learn it. I could have walked it……but driving seemed far more amenable. 
After watching my video a few times I decided to write the course down in 
pace note form, as that too, would help me learn it and let me distinguish 
between three relatively similar right hand corners.Waiting for the start
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COMPETITION

Car preparation had involved a bit of a sort 
out with rockers and valve springs. We had 
suspected the springs were getting tired after 
a recent rolling road session and, with the 
head off, found no issues at all with the head of 
the car (I cannot say the same for the driver). 
Although putting new forged rockers on proved 
more time consuming than just rebuilding the 
old ones given that the new units are not sized 
to fit the rocker shaft and the forgings are all 
a bit distorted. New 165/70 10” Yokohama 
A008s all round was also a prudent move given 
some of the tyres dated back to 2004.

Given that Saint Goueno is such a sleepy 
village, they really know how to run an event 
with 600 of the 700 inhabitants volunteering. 
From Thursday evening onwards, there was 
always some ‘do’ for the competitors. Food 
was generally provided free with the odd 
meal costing 12 Euros and this was always 
at least two courses with fruit and wine. 
Now I suspected that this was a plot to keep 
the Brits off their mark when it came to the 
competition. So, I volunteered to drive every 
night……the other benefit was ragging it home 
in the dark with her indoors nicely relaxed, 
although fog on the main hill and sixties bulbed 
headlamps masked for driving on the right did 
not provide brilliant illumination!

There was a good cast of Minis there which 
were all lined up for a photo opportunity in 
the paddock being joined by a big brother 
racing Metro and even bigger bully boy brother 
Metro 6R4. Corralled in the Brit end of the 
paddock there was a very good atmosphere 
with everyone ready to help out with 
mechanical skills and advice on the driving. The 
paddock itself was more like a race circuit. 
The French teams had big trucks and awnings 
and the organisers had laid on power, water, 
and very French earth toilets. There was an 
enormous domed marquee where the podium 
was and all signing on activities took place. 

First practice was the inevitable voyage of 
discovery. The first corner on it's own was 
awesome as I short shifted into third and kept 

accelerating all the way round, but boy did 
it keep on going round to the point that the 
tyres were already squealing. My plan was to 
hold a reasonably high gear and learn the route 
which was actually what it needed anyway. 
The corners were generally sweeping so it was 
a case of keep momentum up and don’t lift off, 
which is usually the required approach anyway 
with a relatively underpowered car. One 
surprise though, was that the organisers had 
placed large plastic bollards on some of the 
apexes. As one of these corners I had noted 
as a ‘cut’ it did cause some consternation in 
the car first time up. I also felt the need to 
keep out of the scrutineers way too. My Mini 
is standard so we have the old seats – bolted 
down and lap and diagonal belts. French 
standards require a proper competition seat, 
full harness and a HANS device. We were 
running an invitation class anyway to UK rules 
but I just wondered if this would be over-
ruled. We were brought out of the paddock 
onto the public road to form up in line on a 
‘dummy grid’ and then run down in convoy 
the two odd miles to the start. It was a shame 
we could not have used that competitively as 
it would have been a really good stage for road 
and rally cars if not for the single seaters. 

Here on the first practice I got down to the 
start, still concerned that some official would 
point to the belts and seat and say “Non”, 
and there was a scrutineer taking very close 
interest in the car on the start line…..only to 
say he had a Mini Cooper S once himself…..
phew. Back in the paddock there was a string 
of people wandering around all enjoying the 
sight of the Mini pack. One young guy said 
he had exactly the same colour car as mine, 
Surf blue, and that he had seen one near his 
workshop on Monday. I said that would have 
been us as we had wandered down the coast 
for lunch as we headed to the area. He had 
three Minis himself and his father had seven.

The second run saw a fair chunk of time (4 
seconds) lopped off but then Dave West 
came in with his ultra developed Mini 
complaining he wasn’t able to hold it in a 

Taking a well earned break

Dwarfed by normal cars on the ferry

And a stop for doing a bit of sightseeing

Is this seat and seat belt going to be OK?
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A row of Minis in the paddock

COMPETITION
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So, we were lucky to get home in a way and we also inherited a 
slightly farty exhaust where the gate had caught the exhaust and 
cracked the manifold, but we had such a good time. I cannot see 
why you would not want to go again and also take in the event a 
week earlier at La Pommeroy. If buying a lottery ticket for an entry 
seems strange, the selection process for that event is apparently 
even more bizarre.

John Pick

straight line. We played around and soon found the column was loose 
on the rack. Tightening the pinch bolt did no good, so we took it off 
to find that the splines were worn away in the column. This often 
happens where the steering column is lowered on the aftermarket 
bracket. Thus, the rack needs loosening and turning round to ensure 
that everything is in line. Dave and I affected a running repair – some 
aluminium tape to pad out the splines and drilling out the pinch bolt 
clamp so we could push the column further down where the splines 
were still OK. This worked and Dave promptly carved 20 seconds 
off on the third practice. So, it was back to the village for bands, a big 
party, more food and wine.

Sunday was similar weather, cloudy and sunny with the odd dark 
cloud threatening rain, but all excited we set off for the dummy grid 
nevertheless. Not good then that all the cars departed off to the start 
with me and Dave left behind. Dave’s steering had totally packed up 
as he turned into his space on the dummy grid. My car had set off with 
a high temperature gauge that just climbed to hot on the short drive. 
So, it was back to the paddock to see what was up. Dave rang that nice 
French guy, who had seen my car, and he had a spare steering column 
so as it was only 30 miles away, Dave hot footed it over there. The guy 
would take no money and Dave was back with it fitted ready for the 
next run. The guy then turned up in the paddock with his mum and 
dad. My car was confusing me. I topped it up, ran it and it sat happily 
at idle, but the heater wasn’t working suggesting it was not bled. So 
I took the pipe off and filled the heater direct. I then went off down 
the road to the village to test it and halfway down the heater started 
working and it was all OK. Coming back up I had to follow a Ferrari 
F40. Neither of us hung about needless to say and the car ran fine. The 
rest of the day it kept shedding up to half of a litre of water per run and 
got hot near the top but we could not see anything major wrong. The 
concern was more the drive home. 

A full sit down lunch was organised for 900 people, marshals, organisers 
and competitors sponsored by E Leclerc and the wine was freely 
available for all. I peaked at times in the 2 min 12 seconds whereas the 
fastest Mini, Pete Crewe’s Britax liveried car survived a barrier brushing 
off to record 1 min 50 sec. I started to take some cuts across the grass 
to ‘straighten’ some quick corners in order to avoid lifting off and some 
left foot braking helped to steady the car when your mind was suggesting 
back off! Home to the chateau went OK and we loaded the car up 
with all our stuff and about twenty litres of water. A quick fuel stop at 
Lamballe and the car was fine, so we progressed and got the ferry home 
without any other issue other than it was grinding on the wheel arches 
with all that weight. The analysis in the end was a partially seized water 
pump. As the car stopped and started in the queues for the start line etc, 
it must have overheated and chucked a bit of water out each time. 

Lots of talk on the podium
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Thousands of parts for YOUR car
WIPERS

Part Description  Price 

GXE7708 WIPER MOTOR 14W MINI 67-94/MGB 67-80/S&M 68-79  £45.00 

520160A WIPER PARK SWITCH 14W MGB 67-80/MID 74-79/MINI 70>  £12.30 

37H7200 WHEELBOX WIPER MINI 71> END /SCIMITAR/HERALD  £17.10 

2A9129 WIPER SWITCH 57SA MINI MKI/II/MOGGI  £10.14 

GWB219ss WIPER BLADE  S/S 10IN  £6.90 

13H6343 WIPER SWITCH MKII MINI 74-76 1SPEED  £10.02 

BAU5346 WIPER SWITCH MINI 89-92/COOPER 91>  £42.90 

FUEL & CARBS

AUF214Z S&M FUEL PUMP 63-74  £51.30 

AZX1818 MINI FUEL PUMP 69-91  £35.82 

XNB10007 MINI DUEL SENDER 58-96 CARB MODEL  £15.60 

XNB100380 MINI INJ FUEL SENDER 96>  £27.30 

AAU8340 MINI FUEL SENDER TANK MINI VAN/ESTATE/PICKUP  £24.30 

14A7057 MINI FUEL NECK GROMMET 58-97  £3.90 

ENGINE & MOUNTS

MRC1275 ALI ROCKER COVER S&M 58-74/MINI 58>  £22.62 

GLP138 OIL PUMP SLOT TYPE MINI A+1300  £18.36 

12G2134 Y PIECE CONNECTION MINI 74-91/MGB 70-80/S&M 68-74  £2.70 

12G1053 ALTERNATOR BRACKET USED TO CONVERT DYNAMO/ALT FIX  £6.90 

ARA221 OIL COOLER 13 ROW  £40.50 

22A1018 MINI ENGINE MOUNT LH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £10.98 

AUC4587 DAMPER SPRING (BLUE) S&M 67-74/MINI  £3.30 

22A917 MINI ENGINE MOUNT RH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £21.00 

PANELS

CZH455 MINI MKII BONNET 70-96  £174.00 

BMD36001 MINI BOOT LID 90>  £198.00 

BMP343 MINI MKIV COMPLETE BODYSHELL 76-89 (TO ORDER ONLY)  £6,858.00 

HMP441016 MINI BOOT FLOOR & BATTERY BOX 59> ALL MODELS  £225.60 

HMP441001 MINI SURROUND SCREEN REPAIR  £135.90 

HMP441019 MINI LOWER REAR PANEL REPAIR 67>  £206.76 

14A5503 MINI ROOF PANEL ALL MODELS  £366.00 

STEERING

BHM7113 MINI RACK KIT GAITER  58> END  £4.34 

GSV1105 RIGHT HAND RACK GAITER S&M 72-79  £5.70 

GSR371 STEERING RACK MINI RHD MK2/3  £90.90 

FAM3968MOULTON MINI MOULTON SPRING CONE  £46.50 

GSA71541 MINI FRONT SHOCK ABSORBERS  £17.10 

GSA71542 MINI REAR SHOCK ABSORBERS  £13.20 

MWS43FLPB STEEERING WHEEL HIDE 14" POLISHED CENTRE  £54.90 

BADGES

Part Description  Price 

DAH100950MMM MINI COOPER BOOTLID BADGE MINI 2000>  £14.10 

DAH100920MMM MINI COOPER SPORT BADGE  £12.30 

24A23 BADGE -MINI COOPER MKI AUSTIN  £7.56 

14A6802 BADGE-AUSTIN MINI MKI  £7.92 

725525 HOUSE BADGE  £5.10 

UJB001 BADGE-UNION JACK  £6.90 

DAH100630MMM BADGE-MINI PAUL SMITH DESIGN  £16.50 

LAMPS

13H222 MINI LH REAR LAMP 58-67  £46.50 

13H223 MINI RH REAR LAMP 58-67  £46.50 

ADU3017 SIDE LAMP/FLASHER LH CLUBMAN £74.10

AFU3389 FLASHER LAMP AMBER  £6.06 

CHM13 FLASHER LAMP AMBER  £9.30 

EAM1650 INTERIOR LAMP MINI76 >  £7.50 

127916 CHROME NUMBER PLATE LAMP  £30.90 

ELECTRICS

5L1137 ENGINE EARTH CABLE MINI 76>  £6.90 

AJM1112 RADIO AERIAL  £21.24 

BHM7107 MINI STEERING LOCK ASS  £71.70 

C34770A MINI NEGATIVE VOLTAGE STABILISER  £10.68 

13H4459 GAUGE-OIL PRESSURE MINI  £45.30 

13H4459W GAUGE-OIL PRESSURE (WHITE)  £45.30 

GAE128X GAUGE-TIME CLOCK SMITHS 52MM  £58.50 

SEALS

13H6010 MINI LAMP GASKET - NO PLATE MINI 58-96  £4.50 

PAM1014 MINI RH DOOR MOULDING MK3 >  £16.80 

PAM1015 MINI LH DOOR MOULDING MK3 >  £16.80 

13H2934 FLY WHEEL OIL SEAL  £2.34 

JRC2674 REAR GLAZING SEAL  £11.24 

JRC2671 FRONT GLAZING SEAL 67-96  £12.18 

CCB100130 FRONT GLAZING SEAL 96>  £18.90 

SWITCHES

21A2658 MINI RH INDICATOR SWITCH 76-84  £35.94 

21A2660 MINI LH INDICATOR SWITCH 84-89  £38.40 

13H7778 INDICATOR SWITCH AUS 11/1300 67-71/MINI MK2  £42.90 

13H7779 INDIACTOR SWITCH RIGHT HAND DRIVE MK3 MINI 70-76  £42.90 

2A6215 INDIACATOR SWITCH MINI MKI 59-69  £51.32 

13H6342 LIGHT SWITCH MINI 74-76 MKII  £9.90 

YUF101000 HAZARD SWITCH  76>  £14.40 



COMPETITION

MINI Challenge - Rockingham Motor Speedway 18-19th June
By David Young

Jono Brown and  Max Bladon have a rock at Rockingham

Rockingham Motor Speedway was always going to be different.  The 
cars go round anti clockwise for starters! A two mile circuit, half 

of which has a high speed banked section, the other half on a technical 
infield section. The Grandstand, Pit garages, Paddock areas and facilities 
are superb. The car park is big enough to accommodate 20,000 cars 
too. Located on the outskirts of Corby, it is not too far from the M11, 
A14 and the A6116 - well so the Sat. Nav says! Six races plus qualifying, 
all in all, a busy weekend beckoned. 

Cooper and Cooper S

The Cooper and Cooper S class have seen the dominance of Max 
Bladon with 6 wins out of 6 races in the Cooper class with Cooper S 
class showing reliability to be required in order to score points. Steve 
Cocker has lead most races but seemed dogged by issues. Scot Adam 
thus grabbed pole in front of Rob Austin and Tim Porter. New boy 
to MINI Challenge, Carlito Miracco, had provisional pole taken away 
from him by using the wrong ECU in his car. In the Cooper class Sam 
Weller grabbed pole in front of Max Bladon; would this be the end of 
Max’s dominance? Simon Walton had his car well sorted and was in P3. 
In the first race Max had his work cut out; he just could not get passed 
Sam and had Simon champing at the bit to seize on any mistake he 
made. Max had an unusually poor start and had to claw his way back 
through the field from 4th place. Max took his time, managed his tyres 
well and ended up in a tight 3 car train. Sam had some brake issues and 
Max pounced, got the lead and stayed there until the flag – 7 wins out 
of 7 races. Josh Gollin was 2nd after a mega drive with Simon Walton 
close behind getting the first podium of the season for himself. Some 
great wheel to wheel racing especially when you consider they had to 
contend with the faster Ss coming through with their own race. The S 
class had Steve Cocker starting in 4th position with Rob Austin making a 
blinder of a start, but he went off at Deene to leave Scot Adam leading 

with Steve Cocker close behind, and Tim Porter keeping them both 
honest. Another great race but Steve Cocker was to get the lead after 
a tough battle dodging the Cooper class cars and Tim Porter completed 
the podium.

Next race for the Cooper and S class had Steve Cocker on pole next to 
Scot Adam in the Ss and Max Bladon next to Josh Gollin in the Coopers.  
As expected Max Bladon made it 8 out 8, but the drivers behind him 
showed him he will have to work hard. Josh Gollin and Simon Walton 
challenged him hard in the early stages of the race. Simon’s car began 
to lose oil and, in fact, his car dumped it all around Deene which caused 
the race to be red flagged. With the count back Max Bladon took the 
win, 8 out of 8 with Brad Hutchinson taking a well-deserved 2nd and 
Simon 3rd place.  In the S class Scot Adam got his long awaited win with 
Steve Cocker coming in 2nd and Carlito Miracco getting 3rd place with 
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Jono Brown leading the JCW pack

Steve Cocker and Scot Adam turning into the main straight Race 1
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taking Josh on the penultimate lap and Brad Hutchinson keeping 
his 2nd spot safe. In the S class Scott Jeffs had the pole position 
alongside Carlito followed by Steve Cocker and Scot Adam. Cocker 
was struggling trying to reel in Scott Jeffs after a poor start with no 
2nd gear, only to out brake himself and thereby letting Tom Porter 
through into the lead. Carlito had a puncture leaving Scott Adam in 
4th place from Rob Austin.  Happy days!

JCWs

Twenty three JCWs turned up for the Challenge which was a slight 
disappointment after Donnington’s great turn out perhaps because 
the JCWs are not cheap to run but they do sound and look awesome. 
Qualifying was red flagged after a few minutes, cold tyres and cars all 
over the place did not help.  Second time out, Brett Smith, brother of 
Jeff Smith (BTCC Eurotec) showed that he has the pace to race. Nathan 
Harrison struggling with rear end grip, (who wasn’t struggling?) and so 
was in 2nd place followed by Jono Brown who seems to be on a bit of a 
mission this year. Chris Smith was 4th showing how tight it is at the top 
with only one second covering the first 7 places.

The first race was won by Nathan in his usual style but he lost it 
due to the Stewards giving him a 5 second penalty thus demoting 
him to 3rd position. Brett had Oakfield Motorsport running him this 
weekend as BTCC duties took the Eurotec team to Croft along with 
Jo Polley and Jeff Smith.

the right ECU fitted courtesy of Manic Maps. Steve Cocker had been 
experiencing trouble selecting gears and so a gearbox re-build is long 
overdue. Would it last the 3rd and final race?  Would Max Bladon make 
it 9 wins out of 9 races?

With the draw for grid positions putting Max 4th on the grid he 
struggled whereas Josh Gollin led away but did not appear to make 
much headway with Brad Hutchinson climbing all over him. Max 
kept in touch and when the time came he took both of the places 
to make it 9 out of 9. James Goodall got his 1st podium by over 

COMPETITION

Nathan undertaking Brett Smith, the move the Stewards penalised Nathan for

Max Bladon on his way to 9 out of 9 
leading Brad Hutchinson to the flag

James Turkington leading his pack into Yentwood in the 2nd Race
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Charlie Butler-Henderson was not a happy chappy with loads of 
oversteer, a very snappy rear end which you need it to be a bit 
‘loose’ but not violently so. The race was very tight with three clear 
races going on. Spectacular but, for the most part, great race craft 
demonstrated and very little panel damage. Unfortunately, for Nathan 
it was not to be his day. Jono Brown had been promoted to first place 
after Nathan’s penalty. The move actually caused Brett to go sideways 
allowing Jono through to 2nd place and that, with the 5 second penalty, 
gave Jono the win.  Ho Hum that is racing!

In the second race Jono Brown had pole position and Jono showed 
us at Silverstone that he likes to lead, with yet another lights to 
flag victory. Hard work with team mate Chris Smith keeping up 
the pressure. It was all a matter of tyre management and grip. 
Aggressive driving on Dunlop’s reduces grip and increases wear. 
Obvious really, but you do have to think about it over the course 
of the weekend with a restriction on the number of tyres you can 
use and when you reverse them front to back.  So, two wins out 
of two for Jono and suddenly the championship comes into life. 
Charlie Butler-Henderson had a 3rd, Nathan Harrison a 3rd, 2nd 
and 3rd over weekend at this point. Rob Smith was having a great 
battle with Brett Smith but unfortunately for him, this let Charlie 
slip by them both.

The penultimate race of the meeting was the JCWs final race of the 
weekend. The draw for grid places had Rob Smith on pole, Brett Smith 
on P2 followed by Nathan and Charlie. What a ding dong of a race, 
Brett and Rob had a bit of line dance taking to the gravel with them and 
thereby letting Nathan into the lead with Charlie close behind. A safety 
car was deployed, luckily it was only out for 2 laps and Nathan had a 
great restart after the safety car left the circuit; he stormed away to a 
well-deserved lead with Charlie close behind.  

David Grady had a great 3rd place. The star of the weekend was 
Mark Wakefield who, despite having a clutch replaced came 4th ahead 
of Chris Smith and Henry Neal. Mark received the Best of British 
Award from Mintex. 

Poor Jono had a spin at Graceland’s and stuffed his front full of grass 
which resulted in the car overheating and he finished a lowly 16th - but 
a finish still scores points.

David Young
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Nathan Harrison romping home for a well-deserved win in the last race

Charlie Butler-Henderson with his rear end under control!

Mark Wakefield with Nigel and Brenda Wakefield (AKA Mum & Dad) 
proud parents and sponsors!



Single Page Advert.qxp_Layout 1  29/06/2016  09:26  Page 1



42 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Beaulieu

Beaulieu for this register was, once 
again, a great showcase for the 
very interesting cars that we have 
in the Ex-Works and Competition 
Car Register. Fielding twenty one 
cars, our display was the centre of 
attraction and one many come to 
see. There is no doubt in my mind 
that no other show anywhere else 
can match the quality of cars that 
we display. The seven Works cars 
we had on display saw the first 
showing of my own BJB 77B that, 
embarrassingly, has been a very long 

time in build. It was pleasing that the car received so many nice 
complimentary remarks, not the least because being an early car 
and one prepared for the Tour de France, it is quite different from 
the other Works rally cars we see. John Littman’s CRX 90B was 
next up, complete with a set of Dunlop SP44s on its correct steel 
wheels which were suitably mud splattered, probably due to some 
rather enthusiastic driving on the rather wet access track! John did 
remark how terrible the tyres were on wet tarmac – something 
I can concur with heartedly. Peter Moss was again showing DJB 
92B, a show favourite. It too was shod with steel wheels but with 
modern tyres. Peter had his new navigator’s seat re-trimmed 
in early cloth on show and is soon to have the driver’s seat to 
match with that early Mini cloth that Bill Bell at 1959 Register has 
reproduced, with Kelvin Sparrowhawk facilitating the build and 
recovering of the seats. 

Probably one of the nicest Ex-Works cars is Natalie Puddy’s GRX 
310D (the late Dave Gilbert’s daughter) and a splendid MK2 car that 
we’ve not had the pleasure of seeing at Beaulieu for quite a while. 
The car, built fastidiously by Dave, is faultless in its detail and looks 
great on its gold Minilites, which for those unaware, were painted 
gold because they were wider than the silver Minilite wheels, such 
that this made selecting the correct width wheels in a hurry at 
service a lot easier. A great car it has to be said is John McIntosh’s 
LBL 590E, looking as good as ever and John tells me he is now 
diverting much of his attention into building a Works replica so that 
he can go and have a bash at historic rallying, without risking his 
precious Works car. Not sure that is something I would do these 
days, what with stringent rules that MSA are inflicting on historic 
rallycars. I think that I’d just build a car that would comply and paint 
it red and white. But there we are.  

Guy Smith brought along LRX 827E. He was actually breaking his 
journey transferring the car to his new home in Devon from Surrey. 
Unfortunately, despite Guy’s best efforts fighting with a collapsed 
hydro suspension unit, he couldn’t easily get the car off the trailer, 
and so there it stayed for the day. Sadly, LRX 827E is now looking 
in need of a restoration. The car has been kept much as found for 
over twenty five years now but time has caught up with the car and 
unless it is to remain just a display car, some serious restoration 
work now has to be undertaken. Guy wishes to use the car, so 
Chris Spennewyn has put the car on the ever increasing queue of 
cars he’s going to attend to. 

Our last Works car was Andrew Bond’s immaculate YMO 886J. 
Poor Andrew, once again got caught in traffic in the car, which does 
not exhibit the best manners when hot. Andrew has had brake 
troubles recently so he and Kelvin Sparrowhawk had to change the 
duel master cylinder, which is not only very difficult to change in the 
confined space under the dash; it’s also difficult to bleed. However, 
the task was completed and a new MOT was the result. Thanks for 
making the effort Andrew.

We had three modern FIA rallycars, which I do have a soft spot 
for. First off was Mark Ponting’s Group A 1997 Monte Carlo rally 
car, AL-555-CW. This was a Rover Italy entry for female crew 
Claudia Peroni and Liliana Armand. An Italian film crew had spent 
a few days with Mark together with Claudia filming just prior to 
Beaulieu. Sadly, Claudia had to return to Italy the day before our 
show but the film crew still came to Beaulieu to complete their 
TV footage.

Robert Young
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Natalie Puddy's stunning GRX 310D

John McIntosh's LBL 590E

Guy Smith's lovely LRX 827E now ready for restoration
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Mark with his wife brought along his second car, the Plant brothers A13 
GPX. This car, being a group N car built for the 1998 RAC Rally and 
bedecked in Viking Tyres bright green paintwork, was new to Beaulieu 
as was the next car. John Partridge's similar Group N car, also built 
by the Plant brothers and registered R13 GPN. This car sports Mini 
Magazine paintwork, reflecting their sponsorship for the 1997 Rally 
Australia, which it actually finished – it also did three RAC Rallies too. A 
nice car and one with a good competition pedigree and history.

We had two race cars on display. Mike Mark’s brilliant Cooper Car 
Co racer was recommissioned for the occasion and looked splendid. 
As usual, the starting and firing up of the car is always a pleasure to 
witness, not the least because the car runs so sweetly. It has a lovely 
patina of age, not too scruffy and not too polished – in fact just right. 
Mike and Barbara will, of course, now be spending much of their time 
building and restoring JBL 172D, which I’m sure will occupy much 

of their time and funds!  Richard Humphrey again showed his Britax 
race replica, which always looks the part and, despite its road going 
engine,is a joy to see out and about and a real head turner.

We had three historic rallycars, headed by Barrie Williams with his car 120 
MNP, which was the first Cooper S to win an International rally outright 
on the 1964 Welsh International Rally and then subsequently competed 
in over 12 International Rallies. Now of course much restored, it’s 
currently prepared as an Appendix K car. Barrie had just returned from 
using the car in the Irish Retro. David Hopkins was next in the ex-Will 
Sparrow Motoring News car WNX 700H. This car has been a mammoth 
restoration project which Will Sparrow was happy to help with. Sadly, 
David has decided to sell the car as he really wants to compete and feels, 
rightly, that the car is just too valuable to use and would, in any event, have 
to be changed to comply with current regulations. Anyone interested in 
buying it let me know and I can pass your details onwards. The last of the 
historic cars was Peter Sisson's club rally car YHK 82L; a car which was 
once owned by John White our Beaulieu chief concours judge. The car 
looked every bit the real deal for a club rally car of the 70s and 80s. David 
came a long way to display the car and it was a pleasure to see his car. It 
really represents how cars were prepared to go rallying in with no real 
pretence to being a Works replica – just screwed together properly.

Finishing up our display we had six Works replicas, one of which, Graham 
Carter's superb time warp car DWL 201D, is sort of between a Works 
car and not. It is believed that the car came from Abingdon during 1968 
and stored in a lock up until Graham bought the car. He then stored it until 
1994 when it went to Dave Gilbert for sympathetic restoration in 1997. 
A truly remarkable, original and unmolested car. Ben and Patricia Webb 
brought along their freshly restored car DKG 2C all the way down from 
Dunfermline. Simon Drew had completely restored this car which was 
originally built by Garry Corpe and then used extensively by Peter Barker 
and in which he won the 2010 Rallye des Alpes. The car is presented and 
built as a Group 6 lightweight spec car as used by BMC on 1967 Coupe 
des Alpes. A very attractive car that now looks very smart and tidy.  

Andrew Bond's immaculate YMO 886J

Mike and Barbara's superb Cooper Car Company racer

Ben and Patricia Webb's freshly restored DKG 2C

Mark Ponting's lovely 1997 Monte Carlo car

New to Beaulieu, John Patridge's Mini Magazine Plant brothers' car
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Paul Eeles, who always shows at Beaulieu, continues year on year 
to improve his car and shows the determination to get the car just 
right, especially as he’s now got over his ‘bling’ phase. The car has, 
since last year, undergone an extensive engine build by Southams 
and Paul is delighted with the result – even more so with the huge 
pulling power of the engine with its full race camshaft – good for you 
and a man after my own heart. All the way from Hesingue in France, 
Jan Pettersson brought over his 1968 Monte Carlo Rally Works 
replica CF-163-DY. This is the second time Jan has shown the car 
with us as he slotted in at the last minute last year when he filled a 
‘no-show’ space. It is a tribute to Jan that he has built such a nice car. 
Building a replica away from these shores certainly does add another 
level of difficulty. Then Paul Stanworth brought along his Amoco 
Works replica of SOH 878H. Registered a WOK 190J, the car does 
have a good history being a car from the Longbridge experimental 
department and one used as a demonstrator and development car 
which  spent a fair bit of time between Longbridge and Special Tuning 
at Abingdon. Paul has built the car close to Works specification and 
the car looks very attractive in its Amoco war paint.  

Finally, again, all the way from Sutherland in Scotland, David Dyson 
brought down his superb Work replica YMO 881K. David’s attention 
to detail and his skill at making parts is amazing and just highlights the 
view that I have always held that the good Works replicas are better 
detailed than many of the Works cars. You would be unable to tell 
the difference with David’s car from that of the original YMO 881H 
Works car that it is modelled on. A brilliant effort and one David 
should be rightly proud of.

AJB 4B has a new owner

Talking as we were about superbly accurate replicas, Robin Claydon 
has just sold his stunning replica AJB 4B. The new owner is Simon 

Joslin from the Kent region who has been interested in the car for 
a long while and I was happy to facilitate the sale. For those who 
haven’t seen the car, it is a real credit to Robin, who has matched 
almost every detail of AJB 44B in his quest to build an exact copy. 
I think the only digression from the Works car was the inclusion of 
a leisurely 3.44 diff instead of the correct but rather short 4.26:1 
diff in the interest of a more relaxed drive (wimps). The only item 
Simon intends to change is the seat covering which is in the later 
grey cord cloth because the early Mini spotty cloth wasn’t available 
at the time. This early Mini cloth trim is now available (although out 
of stock I think) and should complete the highly accurate interior. 
The body has all of the lightening holes punched, just where they 
should be and, indeed it also has aluminium doors, bonnet and 
boot – together with those lovely hand rolled aluminium wheel arch 
extensions. Robin’s build was a labour of love over four years, which 
he was very reluctant to part with but feels happy that it's gone to 
a good home. Simon intends to use the car and is going to use it on 
the club's Minis to Monte later in the year. I’m sure that he will be 
delighted with his new car.

8 EMO at Goodwood 

For the seventh year running James Martin's 1963 Ex-Works Cooper S 
8 EMO, was again invited by Lord March to the Goodwood Festival of 
Speed Rally Stage. As usual the car was driven by Peter Smith, James’ 
step father, as James had other drives on the hill. This year the car 
again went north to be looked after by SM Autocare in Pickering and 
was prepared by Steve Magson. The car needed little work from last 
year apart from a couple of new disc brakes. It was decided to crack 
test the steering arms after Rauno Aaltonen’s unfortunate accident 
last year, which was caused by one of his breaking.  Fortunately, all 
was well with 8 EMO, so the car just had a rudimentary oil and filter 
change and it was good to go.

The weather this year was terrible, the stage was like driving on 
sheet ice when wet (most of the time) and some people suffered 
damage.  Peter decided he would err on the side of caution but still 
try and look impressive whilst keeping the car safe. Fortunately, the 
car survived unscathed but sadly 8 EMO was the only Mini there to 
fly the flag. Rauno Aaltonen had a prior engagement, so couldn’t drive 
Paul Roberts' car as he usually does.

Peter Smith has vivid memories of EMO driven by Paddy Hopkirk 
on the ‘63 RAC rally when he was a young lad and the memory 
has stayed with him throughout his life. Eight years ago when 8 
EMO came up for sale, James Martin decided to buy it. Peter was 
only too happy to drive it whenever possible and is delighted to be 
sitting in and driving the car he admired all those years ago. Peter is 
a great lover of the golden days of rallying, from Minis, Escorts and 
into Group B, acted out as a motorsport photographer at the time 
and his enthusiasm has never waned – not for the sport nor for 8 
EMO! Peter really appreciated being at Goodwood and the support 

Paul Stanworth's very attractive Works replica receiving some 
attention over its knockoff wheels

David Dyson's fantastically well detailed Works replica

Peter Smith on the Goodwood stage
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Special thanks to Ian Williams for 
bringing his recently purchased 
USA spec Austin to Beaulieu for the 
Mk1 S display. This was despite the 
Hydrolastic suspension collapsing on 
the left hand side on the way to the 
event. But Ian battled gamely on to be 
there unlike some who were put off 
just by the prospect of rain. The car 
is still left hand drive and that sinking 
feeling made it doubly uncomfortable 
for Ian but as you will read elsewhere, 
Ian did receive an award for pressing 
on regardless.

Ian’s car was built in September 1966 
and exported to Compton in the USA which is in Los Angeles 
County which ensured a nice dry lifestyle for his car. The car 
was one of the earlier examples to return to the UK having been 
brought back about six years ago. As you might have noticed if 
you were at Beaulieu, the car hasn’t undergone any restoration of 
the bodywork as yet.

Simon Wheatcroft

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this month’s report but 
I’m sure that the magazine will be full 
of Beaulieu reports and photos which, 
despite the weather predictions and 
damp start, turned out to be relatively 
dry and warm day - phew!

The MK1 Coopers on the register display 
this year were two rather good examples 
of original 997 cars, with both having 
been featured in CooperWorld over the 
past few months. A nice comment from 
a passer-by at the show was that it was 
good to see such cars ‘for real’. Giuseppe 
Spoto arrived in his car registered DMH 

people gave to him and the car. He rightly feels it’s important that 
these cars and drivers are never forgotten - and of course will 
neither be surpassed nor replaced.

Robert Young

Peter Smith kicking up the rocks in 8 EMO

KSC 250E undergoing emergency suspension repairs at Beaulieu. 
Picture courtesy of Rob Denton

There isn’t a great deal of difference between a US car and a British 
one except that showing just how far ahead of the rest of us the USA 
was in terms of safety, the US spec cars of this period already had to 
have mountings for rear lap belts; the fixings are visible in the boot 
and the rear wheel arches.

The high price of Mk1 Ss in the UK has meant a lot of people seem to be 
looking overseas and, as most Mk1 S production was destined for export, 
it is a logical place to search. It should go without saying that if you are 
thinking of buying from abroad you need to be especially careful.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

The back end of KSC showing the result of years in the California 
sun – and yes, that S is at the correct angle

That round blob you can see at the front of the arch is a rear seat 
belt mounting for the USA market from way back in 1966!
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5A, which was finished in Almond green with an old English white roof. 
Then we had Phil Manser making a long weekend break of the event 
with UTL 791; a rare monotone Smoke grey car. Both members had a 
great day buying spares and chatting to others about their cars, with the 
most popular subject being air filters. Giuseppe having an aftermarket 
black box example on his car with a monogram that I have not seen 
before and Phil having the earlier pancake style filters fitted to his car. 
Lucky Peter Harwood snapped up good examples of the pancake filters 
for his car in the autojumble. When one compares the fixing bolts with 
original ones they do look rather coarse!

Richard Humphries will, hopefully, update me on the progress of the 
restoration of his Island blue 998 Cooper, with body repairs now 
well under way having witnessed this at the show. It was also good to 
catch up with Stephen Horn and the long term restoration of his 997 
Cooper 728 FGU. It is progressing but as with many people spare 
time can be precious these days. 

Turnout for MK1s seemed a little lower this year, but I guess the 
promised deluge of rain put people off bringing their pride and joy out to 
a wet show. The autojumble looked well stocked with some reasonably 
priced items on display - well when compared with those overpriced 
items commonly found on our ‘favourite’ auction site. Did anyone buy 
the complete original Powder blue/gold brocade trim set which was on 
offer? - Such a rare item these days. Also spotted were some SA12 sports 
coils; period tuning items easily identified by their ‘terracotta’ coloured 
nose. The trunk traders also provided a good selection of original and 
used parts especially for those not afraid to get their hands dirty!

Roll on Beaulieu next year,

Barbara Alexander

MK1 Cooper Register display Beaulieu 2016

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Just back from Beaulieu and as ever 
what a great event despite the weather 
threatening to do its worst according to 
the forecast.

In the end it was wet first thing then 
improved to warm sunshine in the 
afternoon - always the best way round.

I might be slightly biased but I thought 
the Mk11 S display was one of the best, 
with three fantastic cars featured. I've 
written recently in some depth about the 
three cars but here's a recap. Peter Hicks 
car, VAY 500H, was exported to Japan in 
the great 1990s Mini exodus but returned Nick Hunter

a few years back. It's a fine example of an original car with genuine 
period modifications and which is used regularly. I like the fact that 
whilst very well maintained, Peter doesn't worry about cleaning it 
which makes a refreshing change. In a similar vein, Everett Jones's car 
MOX 331F is a rare example of a car modified from new by Abingdon 
(see June report for full detail) and still retains most of those 
modifications, a lovely period piece which created lots of interest. 
Finally, Blake Elkins from Cambridge Miniworks brought along the 
highly original ex Raymond Baxter car SOH 817H. Since writing about 

Everett Jones and his Abingdon modified car MOX 331F

Peter Hicks with the nicely modified and patinated VAY 500H

Blake Elkins and daughter with the ex Raymond Baxter car SOH 817H
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Cooper Mk 2 Register

Beaulieu is over for another year and many thanks to Nick Chivers, 
Kingsley Rimmell and James Dyson for braving the elements and 
representing the MkII Cooper Register at the show. Since his last visit 
Kingsley has been busy doing some restoration work on his car with 
good results.  For those of you that braved the weather, I hope you 
had a chance to see James’ car with the supercharged 1380cc engine 
it has. No, it is not standard but what a feat of engineering.  It was 
good to see Nick’s car in the metal having only seen it previously in 
photos.  A nice car indeed and thanks to you for your support.

In keeping with news of left hand drive cars, David Collier has 
given me an update on his quest to establish the date of his car. 
Heritage Centre have now completed two searches on David’s car 
based on the engine number. The first search carried out early this 
year concentrated on 1968, whereas the second search was more 
specific and concentrated on May and June of that year based on 
information I had provided and another Cooper owner who I assume 
lives in the USA. Unfortunately, both searches were unsuccessful.  
David is coming to the UK in September and has arranged with the 
Heritage Centre to view the records for himself.

The car is now complete and back on the road and still with 
hydrolastic suspension. Very little in the way of body repairs were 
required on the car. Some small areas of the floor and inner roof 
channel required welded sections to overcome rot caused by water 

Graham Robinson

this car in the July issue Blake has sold it to Tim Ellison, so it was 
generous of them both to still honour the commitment to display the 
car. Both Blake and Tim were on hand on the day to talk about the 
car and it’s past. Tim has already been busy researching its history 
and it appears that the car was in fact part of Raymond's severance 
package when he left BMC under the sweeping changes brought in 
by Lord Stokes - a fascinating history. I was very impressed with its 
originality and Tim's plan is to sympathetically restore it to maintain 
this including a return to its original colour scheme of Almond green 
and Snowberry white. I really look forward to bringing you updates 
on his progress.

Thanks then to Peter, Everett, Blake and Tim for providing the cars 
for the display and giving their time on the day, it's much appreciated. 

I'm not sure how we maintain this standard for next year, but hang 
on, isn't it the fiftieth anniversary of the Mk11 Mini in 2017 ? I have 
an idea......

Until next time

Nick Hunter 

Tim Ellison the lucky new custodian of SOH 817H

trapped during storage.  There were mice nests all over the interior 
so everything was replaced.  The engine needed no work, after the 
usual prep of cleaning carbs, replacing spark plugs, points etc, and 
then priming the engine with new oil, the engine fired up on the 
first turn - amazing after 43 years. As you can see from the photos, 
David has done a fantastic job of the restoration.  He says he has 
taken some liberties with originality, corner bars on the bumpers, 
old English white roof and not Snowberry white, Cooper S wheels 
and the Island blue is not quite correct (best match by local supplier). 
Nevertheless, a great job and after all the hard work he can now 
enjoy driving the car. And I am sure it will give a great deal of pleasure 
to the people of his local community as he drives by. Finally, if anyone 
has a spare original boot badge David would be interested to hear 
from you. It’s the last item he needs to complete the car.

Kingsley Rimmell next to his car at Beaulieu

Nice rear shot of David Collier’s MK II

David Collier's Cooper on the road again
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Cooper S Mk 3 Register

Thanks to the Mk3 S owners who all 
turned up at Beaulieu for the marque 
display despite the threat of much rain. 
We had a colourful ensemble of Bronze 
yellow, 2 x Glacier white and a Flame 
red example for the masses to admire.

One person I didn’t see at Beaulieu was 
MCR and Mk 3 S stalwart Phil Splett, but 
he has recently sent me some pictures 
of a Wood and Pickett modified Mk 
3 S that he went to view some years 
ago. The car in question was registered 
RJE 666J and, as you can see from the 

pictures, was fully de-seamed and had a 
full length fabric sunroof. At some point 

in its life RJE was white but is now blue according to the DVLA and is 
currently SORNed. Incidentally, Phil didn’t end up buying the car.

Simon Wheatcroft

Well, that’s about it for this month. The inbox has been very quiet lately 
and so I can only assume that you are all out and about enjoying your cars 
after all the hard work you put in over the winter.  So, if you have been to 
a show or on a classic car run, I would like to hear of your experiences.  

Until next time.

Happy Coopering!

Graham Robinson 

The ex-Liverpool Police Mk3 S registered, XLV 106J, that I 
mentioned last month did sell and at well above the estimate of 
between £8,000 to £10,000 with the hammer falling at £14,200. 
Built on 12th January 1971, 106J was one of twenty seven cars 
registered in the sequence XLV 101J to 127J that was used by 
Liverpool Police for a year – this was their normal time for 
keeping the various batches of Cooper Ss that they had from 
1967 onwards.

A very similar build date car cropped up on ebay recently. FRK 
497J was built 14th January 1971 and finished in Flame red. It 
was duly registered as an Austin in Greater London (South West) 
on 1st March 1971. Having lurked around unsold for quite a 
while it changed hands about a year ago and doesn’t seem to 
have done many miles or have altered very much since then. 
Externally very tidy, it does suffer, if suffer is the best word to 
describe it, from a rather uninspiring non-standard interior. If 
ebay is to be believed it was sold for £20,000.

And finally this month, HT leads. The factory original HT 
leads for the Mk3 S, at least for the UK market, was the green 
Ripaults manufactured lead with a Champion WC200 spark plug 
cover on the more visible end. These leads will be familiar to 
anyone who owned pretty much any of the BL products of the 
early to mid 1970s fitted with an A series or E series engine, but 
originals are getting hard to find these days. Replacement leads 
and caps were also supplied by Unipart with Unipart rather than 
Champion branding on the caps. 

RJE 666J on a driveway, probably in the 1980s, probably in Kent

RJE during its white period in the mid 1990s clearly showing the 
rectangular headlight modification. According to the DVLA it is 
blue these days

FRK 497J looking externally very similar to, but much tidier than, 
BHJ 93J (which I mentioned last month)

It is all very neat and tidy but the interior of FRK, particularly the 
plain door cards and rear liners, just doesn’t butter my muffin
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That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Close up view of a Champion WC200 spark plug cover and clip

Classic Ripaults green HT leads, you can still just about read the 
text on these.

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

Mini Gordon   SAT 120M

To begin my report I would like thank 
Philip Cowan for driving his newly 
acquired Mini Gordon all the way to 
Beaulieu from Liverpool in order to 
be part of this year’s MCR Coachbuilt 
Register display.

This 1975 car takes it’s name from Eric 
Gordon, a wealthy Belgium, who, with 
the encouragement of two friends, 
commissioned Wood and Pickett, 
then based in Park Royal, to build 
him a unique hatch back but with an 
odd difference…..to remove 37cm 
from it’s body length! The Mini is the 

same length as a Smart Car and therefore shares the convenience 
of even easier parking than the classic Mini. Eric had plans of 
marketing similar cars for discerning customers, but these never 
came to fruition and car remains a one-off. Philip has said to me 
that, in his opinion, it would have been better if the car had been 
left in its standard length and I tend to agree with him. Apparently 
and unsurprisingly perhaps, this ‘shorty’ Mini always attracted a lot 
of attention in Belgium.

Steve Burkinshaw

The Gordon first came to my attention when it was advertised in 
Belgium about five years ago by a car sales broker called Old Timer 
Farm. From my understanding, changes in Belgium vehicle regulations 
at that time, cars that had their bodies significantly modified would 
no longer be considered road worthy. Thus, with the imposition of 
this legislation resulted in the Gordon Mini being deemed un-road 
worthy and therefore unusable. The odometer to this day shows 
it has covered less than 5,000km. Philip’s son was looking on a 
European website late last year when the Gordon appeared for sale. 
A deal was struck and the car is now back in Liverpool where some 
improvements have been made for everyday use, albeit it’s still left 
hand drive. Helped by the low mileage and limited use, the rich 
dark brown bodywork and contrasting cream leather interior are 
in exceptional condition. One original extra that Philip has removed 
was the chrome-plated and hinged accelerator pedal in the shape of 
a human foot - a style of pedal used in hotrod cars and the like. He 

Possibly the only shorty W&P built Mini Gordon

Nicely executed rear tailgate and boot area

Spotless interior reflecting the car’s very low mileage
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explained that the car was un-drivable with the wide pedal being so 
close to the brake pedal. 

At the inception of this radical conversion, W&P were not keen to 
produce a hatch back in the wake of Hooper and Radford because 
of structural weaknesses that are created in a Mini by so doing. Eric 
understood this and had extra hidden stiffeners added to the rear 
opening of the car and I’m surmising that the shorter body made the 
shell more rigid. In keeping with the early Hooper/Radford design, the 
boot lid was retained and a steel box frame formed and welded onto 
and above the boot lid. A very difficult task would then have ensued, 
whereby a channel was formed to act as a continuous all round gutter. 
The top hinges were welded to the rear gutter and the door skin shaped 
to accept a reduced height back screen in standard width. Philip has 
since replaced the original gas struts as the steel door and trim is very 

Dash board is a classic W&P master piece

A cut down grille and Renault 5 front bumper are two of the most 
obvious modifications but note the largish Gordon bonnet badge

Well proportioned and executed quarter light windows

heavy. The door was released by a small lever and hidden cable located 
just behind the driver’s ‘B’ post. Both rear pockets were boxed in with 
leather covered hinged side opening doors in which spirits and glasses 
could be concealed. The opening rear quarter lights were reshaped to 
match the shortened rear quarter panels. Being dramatically reduced 
in length eliminated the rear seat and back rest and a simple slide in 
carpeted panel was made to suit. A surprisingly large load space was 
created underneath which still housed the spare wheel. 

To continue the individual theme of the car Renault 5 bumpers were 
used to the front and rear and colour coded with the main body 
colour. Van Den Plas 1100/1300 side light and indicator fittings were 
molded to the wing corners and to complete the package the grille 
ends were inverted and welded to shape around the narrower cut 

Body proportions from this angle look good albeit the rear window 
looks a little small due to the hatchback hinge arrangement

No W&P logo badge on the horn push only the unique Gordon 
logo one

Concealed rear quarter cupboard containing a first aid kit
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down standard grille. Hand-formed narrow and single skin steel 
wheel arches were welded and flushed into the body and just 
covered the 6” black and polished Cosmic alloys. All side seams were 
removed although the roof gutter was retained. 

During the conversion work of the car its standard 850 engine 
and gearbox was replaced with a tuned 1275 GT unit. Further 
improvements were made to the brakes and suspension as well as the 
installation of a right-hand tank. This was then trimmed in carpet and 
leather to match the rest of the interior.

Maybe it’s me, but I’m not a big fan of the oversized badges that 
adorn modern cars these days, but I’m sure Eric Gordon was ahead 
of his time when he had the huge stainless steel front and rear badges 
designed bearing his logo made for this special two-seater. 

Well appointed glovebox with an 8 track tape holder incorporated

Original period sales photo of the Gordon

The unique one of a kind Mini Gordon kind

Philip plans to take the car to various local shows during the summer 
and, in particular, Stanford Hall on the 11th September. I recommend 
any members to study how cleverly the Mini Gordon has been 
constructed if they do happen to see the car.

And just to finish, a couple of months back I reported on Philip’s other 
Mini, a 1964 Radford Cooper De Ville purchased from Roy Russell. 
It’s now freshly painted in two-tone silver over gun metal grey, a 
new full-length Webasto sun roof has  replaced the Weathershields 
version, the electric windows are installed which now leaves just the 
dash to re-veneer and wire in. Hopefully, after twenty five years of 
being off the road another Radford will be up and running.

Steve Burkinshaw

Hotrod style human foot accelerator pedal

Innocenti Register

Firstly, I apologise to anyone who 
wanted to meet up and chat we me at 
Beaulieu this year but a change in plans 
meant I couldn’t attend the show.

Thanks go out to Graham Hendra and 
Steve Burch for displaying their Innocenti 
Cooper 1300 Exports. If any of you spotted 
Graham’s yellow Cooper 1300 and are 
after one of these models, then it is up for 
sale. Contact me if you’re interested.

Steve owns two Innocenti Cooper 1300 
Export models. The car on display at 
Beaulieu is a little rough around the 
edges (by Steve’s own admission), but it 

has served him well over the years, taking him to lots of Mini shows. 
Steve is currently in the process of building back up his other Innocenti 
Cooper which was subject to a rather thorough bodyshell restoration 

Foster Charlton
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a couple of years ago. On hold due to both family commitments and 
budget, the job of building the car back up can now start.

Without doubt there will be a few issues along the way regarding 
replacement parts and niggles during the rebuild and, although the 
Innocenti Mini Cooper community is quite small, it’s a great place which has 
a lot of owners willing to offer help and advice. Good luck with it Steve!

Steve’s new car was converted to right hand drive by one of the previous 
owners and his intention is to convert it back to its original left hand drive 
set up. I’ve found that in the past, when a right hand drive conversion 
has been carried out, the wiring loom has been chopped, steering rack 
changed and pedal box replaced for a UK type. This is because the UK 
pedal box and the Innocenti one have a different offset due to the L/H 
and R/H drive set up. In nearly all cases the original Innocenti pedal box is 
discarded, without the owner thinking that a future owner may want to 
return the car back to its original factory L/H drive set up.

The next thing to consider is the original routing of the metal clutch 
and brake pipes from both master cylinders. Earlier Innocenti Cooper 
models are fairly easy to replicate since the pipes can be seen in 
photos from period sales brochures and road tests.

The Cooper 1300 Export was the only model to use the split circuit 
(front to rear) Lockheed master cylinder. The original  metal brake pipes 
were shaped in a way so that they gave access to the clutch master 
cylinder and ran behind the air box to meet up with the brass splitter/
failure switch mounted next to the steady bar bracket on the bulkhead. 
Inside this failure switch is a small piston (with seals) held in a central 
position by a sprung plastic white ‘switch’. The white switch (originally 

Note pipe runs for brake master cylinder, clutch and servo

made by the company AMP) screws into the brass splitter and a 
protruding sprung metal pin holds the piston in a central position allowing 
normal flow of brake fluid to the servo assisted front disc brakes and the 
rear subframe mounted pressure limiting valve to the rear drum brakes.

If a failure in pressure occurs, the internal piston then moves across 
and shuts off the failed side of the braking system allowing (reduced) 
braking on the healthy side.

The white plastic switch plunger is now depressed which then shows 
up as a red warning light on the heater panel. I have included some 
photos to show how the original brake and clutch pipes are routed. 
These are original pipes and should be copied this way for the correct 
factory spec set up. If you need more detailed photos then I will 
happily email them to you - just ask!

That’s all for this month  

Foster Charlton

Photo showing brake failure switch on bulk head and other brake 
pipe runs

Mini Super Register

Beaulieu has now come and gone of course 
and, as always, the event was brilliant 
with such a vast range of Minis with many 
models you would be unlikely to see 
elsewhere. The weather forecast wasn't 
good and this time they got it correct! Sadly, 
I am sure this had an effect on attendance 
as a result. As far as Supers on the day were 
concerned we officially displayed a line-up 
of three: Rob McShane's red and black 
Austin, Sally Brown's Surf blue and white 
Morris and my own Almond green Austin. 
The 'unofficial' line up close-by consisted 
of just one lonely Fiesta yellow Austin, a 
lovely restoration project brought along on 
a trailer after many years in storage.

Garry Dickens

Supers on display Beaulieu 2016

Supers at Beaulieu 2016
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1275GT Register

Our big show day at Beaulieu finally 
arrived and on my journey down 
things did not look favourable with a 
couple of heavy downpours. However, 
on arrival at the show ground things 
started to clear up and stayed dry 
throughout the day. 

Firstly, my thanks to Graham Raby and 
Colin Evered for providing our register 
feature cars for the day. Sadly, David 
Lowes could not attend with his freshly 
restored Russet Brown GT.

My walk around the show ground, GT 
spotting, was rewarded with viewing Alan Clark

Our display was not without drama both before and after the event! 
My Super covered its 100 mile drive superbly – or so it seemed. On 
arrival at the B&B I opened the boot to remove the luggage only to find 
the entire compartment covered in a fine battery acid mist and with 
the thick sound proofing around the battery, smouldering and about 
to burst into flames! A faulty charging system had allowed the battery 
to overheat and boil dry. Panic immediately set in so I quickly removed 
the battery which was so hot I could only just touch it – in hindsight a 
foolish thing to do as it could have exploded. The battery was so hot in 
fact that upon returning from the local pub five hours later it was still 
hot! The next day I removed the dynamo wire, replaced the battery 
and the little car got to Beaulieu. It took me the 100-mile trip home 
too, but only just as the battery by then was totally exhausted.  

Rob too had trouble with his Super which he drove from Dorking 
without mishap but the homeward journey was completed on the 
back of a recovery truck! His ignition coil had packed-up. Whereas 
it would seem Sally's Morris completed its journey there and back 
without drama – maybe it was an Austin thing!

While at Beaulieu I was approached by a pleasant gentleman from 
overseas who spoke to me about a left-hand-drive Morris Super that 
he was aware of and which he was hoping to buy. I know few other 
details at the moment but hope to have them in the near future and 
then I can hopefully say more about this car.

Finally, my usual request: if you own, have owned or know of a Super, 
have any stories involving one, then please do let me know, even if the 
car no longer exists. And a very special thank you again to all those who 
keep a look-out and provide me with information on various cars.

Garry Dickens

Super project Beaulieu 2016

a total of 7 GTs, excluding my own with a couple of nice examples 
for sale. Brian Harding’s box fresh restoration of his early 1972 car 
registered VUF 161K in Flame red stood out, and under close scrutiny 
showed it to have been restored to a very high standard.  All the key 
original features were present and correct on the car including the 
Hydrolastic suspension. Interior and exterior wise it was the same very 
high standard of finish all topped off with a superbly detailed engine bay.

As Brian had attended Beaulieu with the intention of selling his GT, 
the considerable attention it was generating certainly made his visit 
to the event worthwhile, and I would be interested to know if VUF 
ultimately changed hands.

Graham Raby’s Blaze GT

Twin SU’s and a Lumpy cam add some extra grunt

Colin Evered’s Yellow GT
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The other GT being offered for sale on show day was another 10 inch 
wheel GT of 1973 vintage in Blaze. Unfortunately, I did not manage to 
speak to the owner before realising they had departed for the day.

I did however receive an enquiry from a register member, Terry Reyn, 
who was keen to track down the seller with a view to him making a 
possible offer. But, sadly, Terry could not make out the phone number 
in the photos he had taken of the car. Does anyone know the owner 
and story on this GT?

Note Boopspeed sticker, are Boopspeed still in business?

Enquires and interest in all things GT continued throughout the day 
and I was pleased to find that interest from younger Mini fans in the 
GT variant was significant. So,thanks to everyone I met on the day 
that took the time to tell me the story of their cars and the trials and 
tribulations of restorations and ongoing preservation. It’s good to 
know one is not alone in this endeavour!  

The slightly disappointing aspect of our showcase event was the very 
limited number of entrants in the concours competition, with some 
classes only attracting one entrant. The unsettled conditions earlier 
in the morning may have been a deterrent for owners of potential 
concours cars, but I am sure there were cars on the field that could 
have lined up and made for a better display. Perhaps we need to 
consider how this aspect of our event could be structured to attract a 
larger display of cars. Maybe a specific 1275GT class, as in other Mini 
shows would be a possible addition that could swell the concours entry.

On 22nd June, I was lucky enough to take advantage of a cancellation place 
on Justin Ridyard’s tour of the British Motor Heritage factory in Witney. I 
can highly recommend this tour and I am sure Justin will be featuring our 
fascinating outing elsewhere in this addition of CooperWorld.

With a particular interest in the production of Clubman body parts, I was 
surprised at the level of old fashioned hand finishing that went into some 
items. Watching the care and skill of the man that was smoothing out 
small imperfections on a Clubman bonnet, armed only with a traditional 
steel slapper and dolly, was totally absorbing and seemed to represent 
the overall pride taken in the production process at the company.
Seeing the original jigs and tooling for panels left me marvelling at the 

complexity and ingenuity of the machinery that was designed over 50 
years ago. And I wondered how many of the 5 million Minis produced 
began life on those jigs.

So, if you get an opportunity to go on this tour I can assure you that 
you will enjoy a fascinating few hours in the company of enthusiastic 
and dedicated craftsmen.

Brian Harding’s Flame Red GT, fresh from its restoration, ready to 
drive and show

Meticulous Engine bay detailing and finish has put Brian’s car in the 
top league of GTs

This Blaze GT was up for sale, anyone know the outcome?

Clubman front end partially assembled
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Modern MINI Cooper Register

What a great day it was at Beaulieu, I 
actually could not believe the number 
of Modern MINIs parked up in the 
back field as well as those with the 
club area organisers.

Of particular note was the GP section, 
which had a great display of GPs and 
GP2s. Ex Modern MINI registrar, Mark 
Walker, made me a most welcome 
cup of tea and provided a biscuit or 
2 or 3! A truly stunning display of 
the best of the best Modern MINIs. 
Shame about the red mud but that is 
Beaulieu for you.

Of course our own register display showed off the 3 models of the 
JCW and looked splendid with the various owners showing OCD 

David Young
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Alan Clark

Old school panel skills put to work on a Clubman bonnet

car detailing at its best! A big thank you to Rick Payne and Graham 
Robinson for their input.

For about £34,000 you can actually buy the very latest JCW with all 
the toys. In the middle of the Modern MINI display I spotted this:

Tempted?  I like the new Challenge JCW with all the toys, LSD, sports 
dampers, proper tyres, dynamic wheels, but BMW MINI were only 
making 50 and I am pretty sure they have all been sold! 

Now about next year, the MCR does need an organising team, we 
cannot keep using the charm and willingness of the same people no 
matter that they do a great job. Volunteers are most welcome; send 
me or the chairman a mail to offer your services for next year’s 
show please.

Now, I am sure most of you know or have heard of legendry MCR 
member Roger Wall aka ‘The Hat’. He had one of the first Modern 
MINIS produced well, he has now grown up and bought himself a 
new toy and so here is his story in his own words.A great gathering of GPs

MCR  Modern MINI Display

MODERN MINIs on the back field

Owned by Stacy Reed her car won the best Modern MINI category 
at Beaulieu

Brand new F56 JCW MINI
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Having owned a MINI Cooper since 2001, I sold my first on in 2013 
after doing over 100,000 miles with hardly any trouble. I decided I 
would sell my 2013 MINI Cooper in order to get a 4/5 seat MINI 
Clubman as there is so much more room for the back seat passengers.

Thus, I took a test drive in a Clubman Cooper S manual and I was 
impressed. So, I got down to the spec I wanted for my new Clubman. 
Firstly, it had to have an automatic gearbox; the colour had to be 
Chilli red with a white roof as all my MINIs have this colour scheme. 
However, on this aspect there was a big problem in that BMW don't 
do it in that colour scheme! It’s maddening.

The only way I could get the colour scheme I wanted was to spend 
approximately another £3,000 to have a ‘John Cooper Works’ kit with 
a Chilli Pack, then you can have Chilli red with a white roof. I had a 
good old moan about it but there was nothing I could do.

So the deal was made. I was told delivery was about 4/5 weeks but 
I wanted it for the MCR day at Beaulieu which was about 4 weeks 
later. I had a phone call from the dealer soon after ordering the 
car telling me that my car was at Southampton Docks. “When is it 
coming to the showroom?” I asked, “In the next few days” I was told. 
When it did not come, I told the dealer that I would go down and pick 
it up from Southampton myself, "O" you cannot do that I was told.

I was really getting fed up; a few more days go by and still no news. 
So, I got on to MINI UK on the Tuesday of the 7th of June at 7:30pm. 
Next day on Wednesday at noon I am told that the MINI is at the 
dealers. At 5pm I go to pick it up and am shown round the Clubman 
and trying to take in all the new gadgets. A bit much, but my wife 
Lynne is good at reading handbooks fortunatley.

My first impressions of the car were that the colour is just right. Its 
1,400 cc twin turbo engine is wonderful as is the automatic gearbox. 
The very comfortable seats are all part of the ‘Works’ kit. However, 
the Sat-Nav needs a bit of getting used to – still, I have my old Garmin 
to get by with for the time being.

Lynne and I took the Clubman to the Wilts /Dorset regional club meeting 
that evening and it was so easy to drive - a real dream. Then we went 
to Beaulieu on Sunday and the following week down to Devon. A 
lovely drive down as the car just purred along, even with four people on 
board it easily accelerated up hills and changed gear so smoothly with 
the automatic gearbox. I never thought I would be so happy driving an 

automatic, but when you get a little older, in my opinion; it’s the way to 
go albeit I have not even had it in sports mode yet!

Thank you Roger for telling us a little about your new Modern Mini 
Clubman and I hope you continue to enjoy many more miles of great 
motoring in it. Then finally for this month, Phillip Splett, a well known 
MCR member, likes to send me old cuttings of the MINI we all love. 
Phillip I really appreciate getting these from you so, do keep sending 
them in as they are most welcome. 

Until next month. 

David Young

Roger ‘The Hat’

Auto Express article

Auto Express article

Rear shot of Roger’s MINI Clubman estate in Chilli red and white 
roof as well as a John Cooper Works Kit
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

  Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

The New Inn, Great Limber, Lincolnshire, DN37 8JL.  
On the A18 between Kerminton (Humberside Airport)  
and Keelby

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049 0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 10th April  
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

  Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Black Tiles, Martlesham Heath IP12 4SP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn  Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch BH23 7BQ on the second Wednesday in 
March, May, July, September and November at 8:00 pm;
And at Redlynch Sports and Social Club, Woodfalls Cross, 
The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN on the second 
Wednesday 8:00pm in February, April, June, December and 
Thursday 13th October (skittles evening)

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Kent region

The region have been out and about as you would expect, great social events like the Deal car show and our region get together at the Beaulieu 
event. We have had many new members over the last few months and it has been lovely to see so many of them at shows, meetings and events.

Next month we will report on all the fantastic events for July, our busiest 
month of the year. Don’t forget The Ham Sandwich Run this year takes place 
on the 21st August, so please contact us ASAP to book your space on this 
year’s run. 

Another clean bill of health for Buddy the Elf at MOT time but, sadly, I may be 
putting him up for sale to finance my next purchase  
- watch this space!

Venue for Monthly Meetings 2016
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone,  
Kent ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month and next meeting being 10th August. 
See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/472768396103194/

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard 
Tel: 01304 330715 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Lincolnshire Region

Well, it has been a great and very eventful first six months for the region with the number of Mini owners attending our monthly social 
evenings expanding with every meeting to the point that we have now moved to a larger venue. And the new venue is The New Inn, 
Great Limber Lincolnshire. It is on the A18 between Humberside Airport and Keelby.This new venue we will not only provide us with our 
own private meeting room and great parking facilities, but also has a fantastic restaurant for anyone wishing to eat there. There is also a 
picturesque garden area to enjoy warm sunny evenings in a lovely rural setting. 

Chris Smith    

REGIONAL REPORTS
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The region at the Deal Classic Car Show!

Buddy being checked over by my friendly local MOT station
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Mid Staffs Region

Last month I confidently predicted that a Mini (or MINI) would win the informal 
concours this year. And so my prediction proved true, helped a little by the 
concours having two classes this year: one for Minis and one for everything else! The 
‘Everything Else’ class was won by a beautifully restored Daimler Dart, based on 
this being the car most people (who didn’t own one of the Minis) would like to take 
home with them. I must confess I was so busy trying to get all the cars that turned up 
somewhere to park. You will see from the aerial shot that it was not easy and there 
are only half the cars that participated shown in the picture. As a result of all this 
I completely forgot to take a picture of the Daimler on the night so, I snapped the 
accompanying picture of it a week later at the Stone Festival.

The Mini competition followed similar rules but the carrot at the end for the 
winner and the runner up was a gift voucher donated and presented by Nick 
Harding of Minimine in Longton. In this class Trevor Ripley won with his red/black 
roof Morris Mini Cooper S (PRM 536F), with the 1275GT (TAK 489J) of Alan 
Slater taking the runner up slot. Pictures of their cars (taken by David Davies) and 
they receiving their prize from Nick Harding (taken by me) are attached to this 
report. In all 20 Minis took part in their competition with another 30 cars in the 
‘Everything Else’ category. So, the car parks were full of classic cars of all sorts 
from a 2CV special to an Alfa Romeo 8C, and from a Ford Galaxy 500 XL to a 
D-type Jaguar (one of the very good replicas). Not sure what the locals who went 
out for a quiet drink thought, but many seemed to enjoy the spectacle on a warm 
summers evening.

The meeting also took part in the Stone Festival on the 11th June by taking part in the 
parade and putting on a display of twenty cars. As it was the day before Beaulieu, Minis 
were a rarity but local owner Graham Harper took part with his multiple concours 
winning Wolseley Hornet.

As I write these notes, the Region is looking forward to its anniversary BBQ on July 4th 
with 50 people requesting tickets for the food so the George and Dragon landlord will be 
kept busy feeding us. Hopefully, there will be a good selection of cars to view once again 
as the Region moves into its 6th year.

Also as I write these notes there are still a few places left to take part in the Summer 
Tour on Saturday August 13th, and as you read these notes you might be able to get a 
late entry if you email me promptly. You can get all the information from the forum (go 
to Regions, Mid Staffs, Mid Staffs Region Summer Tour) for full details and the entry form. 
It would be great to see people from a bit further north than we are who don’t get good 
events near them often. 

The regular meeting on August 1st will be a natter night, but as it is just under two 
weeks before the Summer Tour, I’ll be on hand to explain how to use a Classic Car 
Tour Roadbook.

Aerial view of the car park
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That’s it for this month but, as always, there is an open invitation for any owners of Minis or MINIs to come along to our meetings on the first 
Monday of the month at the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone, ST15 0PX. Meeting starts at 7.30pm. 

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell@btinternet.com
01785 760211    

Wilts And Dorset Region

Beaulieu 2016 and other things

9 cars graced the Wilts and Dorset stand this year, two MINIs and 7 assorted classics including Alan Booth’s well cared for MkII Cooper S which is 
still for sale at the time of writing. Highlights of the day were apple cake, lemon drizzle cake, raisin cake, carrot cake and not being near the noisy 
tannoy system! Lowlights were the early morning damp, having to wash the car (again) and coming home with a bag full of bits that I never knew I 
wanted but handed over hard cash for!

Many thanks to Nick and Judy Stansmore for all their hard work in supplying and preparing breakfast, beverages and the gazebo - a most 
welcome refuge. And thanks to Adrian, Phil, Rog the Hat, Richard and Nigel for their continued support and enthusiasm for our regional 
activities and for making it such a sociable day.

Daimler Dart concours winner Graham Harper’s multiple Concours winning Wolseley Hornet

Here we are again



Also attached to our stand in an unattached way were Martin Charles and Everett Jones, whose input will no doubt be rewarded by mentions 
in Register and general reports of the day. We managed to pack up before the heavens opened, and look forward to our next show at 
Breamore on the 12th August.

On the social front our gathering at the Tyrell Ford Country Inn on July 13th is to be our ‘summer show’ of our MINI/Mini collection. The landlord 
will make an area available for us to park up in and we will have a pub grub meal, with proceedings starting at 7:30pm. This is open to all and we 
look forward to meeting potential new members and casual passers-by (provided you come in a MINI/Mini!)

Some of us are running at Gurston Down Speed Hillclimb on July 23rd and 24th so, if you are there, please come and say hello.

Malcolm Francis
malcsmf@btinternet.com

Worcestershire Region

Another great show at Eastnor Castle and a good weekend out with MCR Worcestershire region 

Mick Rowley    

REGIONAL REPORTS
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How fast can it go mister?

Home from Home
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

Mini Cooper replica built 
into a brand new1993 Rover 
Cooper Spi shell this car was 
specially built to take part in 
the 1999 Italian Job and is still 
stickered up from that time. 
It had a new MED 1340 fast 
road engine /gearbox with 
a Kent 276 camshaft and a 
3.1 differential built by Steve 
Whitton and fitted especially 
to do the Italian Job. After 
completing the event the car was used solely for shows up until 2006 and 
has been in my garage ever since only coming out from under its covers 
each year to have its MOT test.

The engine /gearbox have covered about 6k miles and the shell is 
totally rust free having been drowned in Waxoil and seam sealer at the 
time of building. It has a 1996 cream/black interior with genuine Rover 
walnut dashboard and door cappings - white dials and aux gauges. It 
has a Maniflow LCB exhaust system fitted which sounds wonderful. 
The car sits on 5x12 Superlites with 165 Yokohama tyres which were 
fitted new in 2001/2 or thereabouts and have done very little mileage. 
They are still like new having been kept away from damaging UV light 
in a dark garage.

I am looking for somewhere in the region of £7k for the car which I think 
is a fair price for its condition and spec. Please contact Mal Williams - 
mal.williams380@ntlworld.com or phone me (evenings only please) on 
07437906212. Swansea.

1969 Morris Cooper road 
rally spec. Very nice condition 
with no rust. 1293 cc A+ 
12g940 head 35.6 inlets 
20.00 exhaust. Twin 1.1/2”  
SU carbs 24 Piper BP 285 
cam. Manflow LCB manifold 
Aldon distributor sports coil. 
Straight cut gearbox & drop 
gears with Quaife 3.4 LSD. 
Swiftune competition Hardy 
Spicer UJ’s output shafts and 
drive shafts. Twin SU fuel-

pumps and Aero fuel lines in car Brake and battery lines in car. Plumbed 
in fire extinguisher system and handheld Willans full harness belts. 
Cooper S  brakes  7.5” with S alloy rear drums and servo. Bilstein shock 
absorbers Hi Low height adjustable suspension. Custom made dashboard 
with fuse and fully relayed access new wiring loom. Two speed wipers 
wash/wipe foot switch. Quick lift car jack (Works VW type). £15,250. 
Email neil.e.webb1@btinternet.com Tel 01622 814400. Maidstone.

Parts for sale

Almost complete set of 
Mini Cooper Register 
magazines from the first 
one in 1986 right up to 
March 2016 in immaculate 
condition.  Need to downsize 
due to ill health. Buyer to 
collect from Milton Keynes, 
Buckinghamshire area.   Offers 
please.  Denise 01908 379899 
or 07399 534897. 

A 1964 totally rebuilt and 
tuned 1275 Cooper S engine and gearbox. For full specification send 
a stamped addressed envelope to: Denis Cardell, Penyrheol Cottage, 
Cathedine, Brecon, Powys LD3 7SZ. Price £4,000 ovno.

Sparkrite TX2002 electronic ignition kit – this was a conversion kit 
commonly used in the 70s and 80s and fits almost all 4 and 6 cylinder cars 
of that era. It’s in mint condition NOS, with original box, all fittings and 
instructions £50. Jon Mark Tel: 0114 268 8892. Sheffield. 

Stop press this car has since been sold
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