
February 2016  Issue Number 338  £3.50



Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Comprehensive range of 
road/rally/race gearbox parts 
including 5 speed gearbox & 
Evolution diffs. Only RHP and 
top quality bearings stocked. 
No cheap imports that fall apart!
Original market leading Evo crosspin diff 
The best available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Competition baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . . . . . .£23.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone springs on the market made
from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.70
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

Cooper S Distributor

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for
economy and performance similar to MK3 S

curves. Fitted with quickfit points and uprated
rotor arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £58.50
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion 
kits!   All the best quality distributors and 
parts stocked for road and race

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £79.20
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

From brand new forgings, 
nitrided EN40B crank with large counter balanced webs

and bored holes for the big ends which reduces the re-
ciprocating weight of the crankshaft and does not ne-
cessitate drilling through the counterbalance webs.
Forgings are known to be stronger than billets as the
grain pattern follows the shape of the webs and bearings
whereas the billet type is machined across the grain.

For 1275cc blocks and made in 81.3mm and 86mm
stroke. .(bare forging only £576.00) crank £1897.92

Forged Cranks

New!

£40.69

Bumper and Brightwork

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £68.44
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £33.60
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £24.00
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.42
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.20
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

NEW!

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Close
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M5 (J2)
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Mail Order - 01 707 607700 Mail Order also available direct from Harrogate Branch Call 01 423 881800 to order 

minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com 
website for pictures, downloads,
catalogues, current prices &
special deals

Mobile & tablet friendly

Body, Mechanical & Trim

CATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 

our AKM2 catalogue. 

Completely re-written 

to include all models 

from 1959-2000.

Now 219 fully 

illustrated pages.

If you've got a Mini 

you need an AKM2 which has received rave reviews.

mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

£23.04
or

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

Lightweight Large 
Impeller Water Pump 
-  with Three Year Guarantee
GWP134EVO, GWP187EVO & GWP188EVO £18.90
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1947.89
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2340.00

We stock all standard and performance parts
1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . exchange £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps from £15.83 CNC race type from £112.50
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £48.60
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . £32.18
Fast road/rally C-AHT595 180mm . . . . . . . . £63.28
AP Racing fast road/rally clutch plate 180mm . £88.78
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £88.78
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £12.30
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355 . . . . . . . . . £29.99
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

Clutches & Flywheels

£55.20

Scan the QR codes to see the full

range on your tablet ot smart phone

Engines:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gaskets:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Suspension:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Exhausts:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Brightwork:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Steering:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Drivetrain:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Electrics:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gearboxes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Each

£4.20
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

March magazine – 1st February
April magazine – 1st March
May magazine – 1st April

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H)

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman

Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, 
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
russell.earnshaw@adp-architects.com 

Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539 
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com

Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 
76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
barbaraalexander945@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net 

Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, 
Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar

Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road,  
London N21 1JE  020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 

Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
stevebee49@live.co.uk

Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
daviddavies15@sky.com

Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019 
gingerfoss@hotmail.com

Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
dickens.garry@gmail.com  

1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE    
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org

New MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge,  
TN32 5QW  01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org 

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org forum.minicooper.org 

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Website and Forum 
Position Vacant

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb 
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH 
07834 081697 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Ken Hunter 01344 772446 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary 

DVLA V765 Contact 
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
email - v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert.indd   1 12/03/2015   16:36
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
I find it quite amazing that this year will 

mark the 50th anniversary of not only 
England winning the football world cup, 
of course, but also, and more pertinent 
to Mini fans around the world, the Mini 
wining  the 1966 Monte Carlo rally for 
the third time in consecutive years – a 
hat trick to use that well know football 
analogy. Hence, my choice of cover shot 
for this month’s CooperWorld of the 
winning crew of Timo Makinen and Paul 
Easter standing by the winning car GRX 
555D. Err well, technically, I should say 

it was the winning car until it and the entire BMC Comps team were 
disqualified by the French rally officials, citing a lighting infringement of 
the regulations as being the reason why they disqualified the team of 
cars and the rest is history as they say.

Well, this important and somewhat controversial anniversary has not 
been overlooked by some and, therefore, we have two articles in 
this issue of the magazine about the rally but from entirely differing 
perspectives. The first of the two articles I would urge you to read is 
a fascinating personal view and account of the rally from Cliff Porter 
who actually attended the London start of it way back in 1966.  
Appropriately perhaps, the thorny subject of the disqualification of the 
cars and Comps team is covered in some detail by Robert Young in his 
archive column.

Then we have an interesting article from our regular contributor to 
technical topics, Richard Pengelly, on the dos and don’ts of starting 
your Mini after it has been stood for a while unused, perhaps over 
the winter months when tucked up in your garage. There is definitely 
more to this subject then its title might suggest and, indeed, you may 
be surprised to learn just how significant the manner in which you 

start and use your car can affect the rate and extent of wear and 
tear on your car’s engine. I therefore urge you to read and take 
heed of Richard’s good advice.

Following nicely on from Richard’s article we have, in a similar 
vein, but, under the familiar to most column heading of Inside the 
greasy bits, an article from Ray Potts about the tools that you might 
need in order to undertake maintenance and repair of your car 
assuming you like to have a ago at doing it yourself. Good to have a 
contribution from you again Ray and all the way from down under!

I have included an extract from the most recent news letter of the 
Federation of Historic Vehicle Clubs by way of an update, specifically 
relating to issues surrounding the registration of historic cars and 
other vehicles. The subject matter was covered at an ‘event’ in late 
September last year at the DVLA offices in Swansea but, and despite 
applying as soon as we could, we were unsuccessful in getting a place 
at the event due to the over subscription of it. However, as always, 
the Federation representative who did attend the event has provided 
a detailed account of the matters that were covered at it and I would 
strongly suggest that you read the extract, particularly since the 
implications of any changes that the DVLA might be proposing to 
make in this field, could have adverse effects on the ownership and 
enjoyment of our cars.

Finally, I should mention that we have set a date of Sunday 13th 
March for our club’s AGM, and the details of which are in this issue 
of the magazine on page 12. Do try to attend if you can to hear 
from the club committee individuals as to what shape the club is 
in at the moment and, of course, to have your say about how you 
might like to see the club be improved. So, hopefully, we will see a 
good turnout of members on the day.

Paul Sulma 

The club seeks someone with suitable IT skills to 
maintain the MCR’s computer system including 

managing the website and forum.

This position could be split between two individuals, 
one person having appropriate technical IT 

experience and the other Web design expertise.

As this is a very important role the successful 
candidate/s will also become committee members.

Please contact Robert Young 
for further details and if you should wish to 

apply for the post.

 Vacancy
IT Webmaster 

urgently required SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to renew your 
membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with your 
renewal notification, if you have not already signed up 

to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about renewing in the 

future as this will be done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS



membership, and whilst we are all happy to continue, it would offer 
us encouragement if we had some input from the membership, be it 
positive or negative. We are still fortunately attracting new members to 
the club, so we must be doing something right - but in general we are 
still unable to attract many young members to the club. With the age 
demographic of the club extending ever northwards, and especially that 
of the Committee, it is a real worry who will carry the mantle forward 
when we decide it is time for some of us to retire. It is worth noting 
that a good number of us on the Committee are retired ourselves and 
can’t be expected to continue running the club indefinitely - we do need 
some young blood to come onboard. 

We are also aware that in these social media driven days, the club has 
to move forward with the times and, to that extent, we have embraced 
Facebook and Twitter, along with our well established website and 
forum where CooperWorld can now be read on line. However, despite 
all this and after over six months of asking, we still can’t find one single 
member to step up to be our Webmaster and take care of this side of 
the club. I think that is a sad indictment of the club as I’d really have 
hoped a younger club member, savvy in such matters, would have been 
delighted to take up that role. What about it someone?

It would be nice to see a healthy crowd at the AGM to hear the reports 
from the Committee and quiz them, support them or challenge them. 
It is your opportunity to ask questions of the Committee and to offer 
your views on what you would like to see. As always, all posts on the 
Committee are up for election should anyone wish to stand. Further, 
any questions or statements that any member wishes to raise or make 
can be sent in writing to the Secretary for tabling at the AGM. So I hope 
to see some of you at the Best Western Hotel in March.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

It was good to see that Paddy Hopkirk, 
one of our honorary members, received 

an MBE in the Queen’s New Year’s 
Honours list. This was given to him for 
both his services to Motorsport and his 
work for the Skidz charity that he is so 
actively involved with, where help is 
given to young people principally aimed 
at assisting them to learn motor skills and 
gain qualifications.

Of course Paddy is well known to most 
of us for his skills as a rally driver and for 

winning, amongst many others, the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally with Henry 
Liddon. We are fortunate that Paddy is an active honorary member 
of the MCR and he is often to be seen at Beaulieu supporting the club 
and MiniSport. Paddy is also an ambassador for MINI and continues to 
promote and support the car through BMW. The club sends Paddy its 
hearty congratulations on a well deserved honour.

As we head into 2016 we look ahead to our AGM, which will now 
be held at the Best Western Hotel in Banbury on Sunday 13th March 
at 11am. It is hoped that we get a healthy number of members turn 
up on the day. In recent years the numbers have dwindled to an 
embarrassingly low number, despite the lure of a free buffet lunch. 
Whilst we, as a Committee, could content ourselves with the view 
that the low attendance signifies that most members are happy with 
how the club is being run and administered, we know the truth is, 
however, that the majority of our membership are, unfortunately, 
apathetic in general and so have no wish to contribute or have an 
opinion on club matters. 

It is well known that the Committee have struggled on for a good 
while now carrying out their duties with little or no support from the 
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We welcome the following new members 
who joined during December

NEW MEMBERS

Robert & Stephen Kiefer, Orpington, Kent

Jimmy & Barry Sime, Paisley, Renfrewshire

Michael Terry, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire

Patrick Archer, Berkeley, Gloucestershire

Michael & Callum Stowell, Easingwold

John Andreotti, Sawbridgeworth, Herts

Craig Laird, Rothesay, Argyll And Bute

Damien Lescroart, Brillevast, France

Phillipe Quiriere, Serres Castet Pau, France

John Driver, West Malling, Kent

Andrew Stanworth, Clitheroe, Lancashire

Derek & Trish Moore, Devizes, Wiltshire

Mark Russell, Downham Market, Norfolk

Martin Lees, Alfreton, Derbyshire

John Hedeen, New Kensington, Pennsylvania, USA

Lynne & Robert Buckland, Southampton, Hampshire

Steve Cole, Liverpool

Ashley Phipps, Birmingham, West Midlands

Curtis Jones, Merced, USA



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 72142    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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Sports Club, Wick Lane, Downton. The Wilts & Dorset region will be 
hosting a stand so please contact them for attendance.

Don’t forget to buy your IMM tickets to Belgium next year, anyone 
interested in joining us in the MCR camping area please make contact. 
You will need to buy your tickets from http://www.imm2016.be/.

The events list for 2016 is looking fantastic again, so looking forward to 
seeing you all out and about!

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

T he club has booked to visit British 
Heritage again this year and this 

time we will be seeing a Mini shell being 
produced. Please contact me if you would 
like to attend as spaces are very limited.

We are at Brooklands on the 3rd 
April with the Thames Valley region 
representing the club - one of the earlier 
events in the calendar so fingers crossed 
for a dry day. You can, however, look 
around the Brooklands museum and there 
are always plenty of trade stands and 
interesting cars at the event so don’t let a 
cold or wet day put you off.

The Ham Sandwich Run for 2016 will be held on the 21st August and 
you can pre-register your interest by emailing me. The event seems to 
grow every year and the 2016 event promises to find another jewel to 
visit in the Kent countryside so don’t miss out! These touring assemblies 
are a great way to stretch your car’s ‘legs’. I would be happy to assist 
anyone wishing to set up a likewise event in any region. All you need 
to do is plan a route, invite some members and set off for a tour of 
your local area, perhaps taking in a local museum. One final thing to 
remember is we are an MSA affiliated club, so you will need a certificate 
of exemption, again, very simple and I can assist you with the process. 
Come on take up the challenge for 2016 and get out and about!

One other event to note is the superb Downton Classic & Custom 
Vehicle Show which this year will be in its 7th year. It takes place on the 
weekend of the 30th April and is, once again, at The Brian Whitehead 
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EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard



Mini Cooper Register | 11

EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2016

February

Event: London Classic Car Show   
Date: 18-21st February 2016 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

 March

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show  
Date: 5th and 6th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

Event: MCR Annual General Meeting 
Date: 13th March 
Location: Best Western Hotel Oxford Road Banbury 
Oxfordshire OX16 9AH 
Contact: See p12 for info

April

Event: Brooklands Mini Day   
Date: 3rd April (Sunday) 
Location: Brooklands Museum, Surrey 
Contact: Thames Valley Region - Kenneth Hunter 
kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com

Event: Pride of Longbridge   
Date: 16th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge,  
B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

Event: 7th Downton Classic & Custom Vehicle Show 
Date: Sat 30th April 
Location: The Brian Whitehead Sports Club, Wick Lane, 
Downton. Wilts SP5 3NF 
Contact: downton@live.co.uk or Clive Brooks   
brooks.c2@sky.com for MCR Wilts & Dorset stand

May

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day  
Date: 30th April - 2nd May TBC 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park for MK1 Mini’s 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: Donington Historic Festival   
Date: 30th April - 2nd May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 30th April - 2nd May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: British Mini Day   
Date: 8th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2016  
Date: 12-16th May 
Location: Lommel Belgium 
Contact: http://www.imm2016.be/   
Club presence: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Mini Run 2016 
Date: 22nd May 2016 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: The Really Retro and Classic Car Show  
Date: Sunday 22nd May 
Location: Seighford Drving Centre, Clanford Road, 
Seighford, Stafford 
Contact: midlandscarshows@gmail.com

Event: La Vie en Bleu incur La Vita Rosso  
Date: 28/29 May 2016 
Location: Prescott Hill Climb, nr Cheltenham 
Contact: Wanted Innocenti Mini Coopers for display - 
see ad in mag Contact Cliff Porter, Warwickshire Region 
cliff porter@me.com

Event: Deal Classic Car Show   
Date: 29th May 
Location: Walmer Green, Deal Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

June

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: 12th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINIs. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 18th-19th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: British Motor Heritage Factory Visit –  
Mini Production   
Date: 22nd June 
Location: Heritage, Witney, 10.30am 
Contact: Justin Ridyard events@minicooper.org

July

Event: Champagne Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 2nd-3rd July 
Location: Champagne Region, France 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

Event: Festival of Speed    
Date: 8th-9th-10th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Region Summer get together and picnic.  
Bearsted Green Classic Car Show   
Date: 18th July 
Location: Bearsted Green, Bearsted 
Contact: Kent Region – Justin & Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Lavender Run    
Date: 24th July TBC 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic   
Date: 22nd, 23th and 24th July (Club presence likely to be 
one day TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

Event: Nordic Mini meeting   
Date: 28th to 31st July 
Location: Røssholmstrana Nr Hønefoss. Norway 
Contact: Bjørn Grande via email bjorn.grande@outlook.
com or phone : 0047 40474170

Event: 70 Years of Cooper   
Date: 30th July 2016 
Location: Prescott Hill Climb, Nr Cheltenham 
Contact: Possible Mini Cooper Class - DEWS series 
Contact Cliff Porter, Warwickshire Region cliff  
porter@me.com

August

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill   
Date: 5th-7th August 
Location: Marley Eternit Social Club, Whaddon Road, 
Meldreth 
Contact: Trevor knowles.madhouse@virgin.net

Event: Croft Nostalgia    
Date: 6th – 7th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car and military 
vehicle show. 
Contact: http://www.croftmilitary.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park    
Date: 14th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Biggar Rally    
Date: TBC 14th August 
Location: Biggar. Rally, static car show, concours and 
autojumble.  Camping also available.   
Date: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Ham Sandwich Run (Touring assembly) 
Date: 21st August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard -   
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

September

Event: Mini Fest 2016    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse 
Contact: http://www.britishminiclub.co.uk/about-the-
club/mini-fest

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 9th – 11th September TBC 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: TBC September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Rally Car Day    
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Brian Davage - bridavage@gmail.com

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: TBC September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or   
Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

October

Event: Minis to Monte 2016  
(Event full but reserve list open)  
Date: 1st - 8th October 
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -    
membership@minicooper.org

Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: TBC October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

November

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 11th- 13th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard -    
events@minicooper.org
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Mini Cooper Register Annual General Meeting

Sunday 13th March 2016
 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Mini Cooper Register will take 
place at the Best Western Hotel Oxford Road Banbury Oxfordshire OX16 9AH. Directions can 
be found on www.bestwestern.co.uk.
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Please arrive at the Hotel for 10.45 a.m. 

The Meeting starts promptly at 11:00 a.m.

There will be a free buffet lunch for members after the AGM.

Nominations Wanted
The Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. The current Chairman should receive nominations of candidates 
for election to the Committee not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

All posts are open for nomination any member may apply.

All positions will all become vacant at the Annual General Meeting. Posts which you can be nominated for are Competition Secretary, 
Editor, Events Co-Ordinator, Public Relations, Regalia Secretary, Regional Organiser, Secretary and Treasurer. It is vital and urgent that 
someone volunteers for each position to allow the continued smooth running of the Club. Your Club needs you! 

Please contact Robert Young if you want to discuss any position.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be elected by ballot between the newly elected members at the next Committee meeting 
following this Annual General Meeting.

Please include the following in a nomination: Committee Post, the nominee’s name and club membership number, the proposer’s 
name and club membership number and signatures of both people. Please include your reasons for applying and detail any 
relevant qualities, experience and qualifications. This is your chance to make a difference to the running of the Club.

Agenda Proposals Wanted
Any member wishing to have an item included on the agenda of the meeting must submit it, in writing, to the current Chairman 
not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

The Submission needs to include the name and membership number of the person submitting the item a proposer’s name and 
membership number and the signatures of both people.

Note
Admission to the Annual General Meeting will be strictly limited to current members only. Please bring your membership card in 
order to gain admittance to the meeting.

The Committee does not recommend this meeting as a suitable place for children or pets.

Please address nominations and agenda proposals to:
Robert Young, MCR AGM, Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden, Kent. TN30 7NE

Nominations and agenda proposals to arrive no later than Monday 7th March 2016.



FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.
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January 1966 and all that!  - Personal recollections
By Cliff Porter

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

January 2016 is a special 50th anniversary for me. One of my hobbies 
is acquiring 1960s car magazines and, during December when I was 

creating more space for my important collections in my man cave, I 
came across some Autosport magazines from the period.  I also noticed 
my collection of the 4 model Monte Mini Coopers from 1964 to 1967!  
Does anyone know why the Monte rally plate on the 64 winning car 
had a blue background?  Was it taken off the car before the lap of the 
Monte circuit for Corgi to replicate? Does anyone know?

I had just left school in 1965 and was keen to begin driving on the roads 
as well as start work!  Motorsport was also in my blood and especially 
rallying. However, I could not start work until Monday 24th January as 
Rauno had won the 1965 RAC and, as usual, one of the start locations 
for the Monte Carlo Rally was at The Heathrow Hotel on Friday, 14th 
January. An easy trip on the Tube for me as I was in no hurry to start 
work – obviously!

Little did I know what would unfold during the Monte Carlo Rally.  Perhaps 
I was in the dark!  I remember wandering around the paddock at the 
Heathrow start in my original NOS nylon quilted club rally jacket looking at 
and being totally in awe of all the cars. The lengths competitors had gone to 
in preparing their cars was amazing. There was an Alfa Coupe with all the 
spanners and tools neatly secured on the hatchback parcel shelf in case of 
need; I established that the spares were in the boot.

I was taking photos but my main claim to fame at the time was that I 
appeared in an image published in the Motor. Another image in which I 
appeared was on the front page of The Morning Star.  I was at the bottom 
of the starting ramp as Roger Clark was the first to set off from Heathrow; 
“Smile” I said as I took a picture of his car trying not to be run over.

The Autosport Monte preview article was headlined ‘Wintry weather 
forecast in mountains-Really tough eliminating test prospect-Citroen 
favourite for outright victory’ and revealed that it was the 35th Monte 
event and the centenary of Monaco.  Gregor Grant wrote about the 
new Appendix J Group 1 rules, which were not issued until very late 
and Saab decided not to take part in the event due to the confusion.  
Gregor thought Citroen had a chance of winning the event and 
maybe Ford.  Having read both the French and English translation 
of the new Appendix J rules and regulations within the last couple 
of years, they were a minefield with lots of loss during translation.  
It is interesting that the English translation in the current edition of 
the Historique Monte regs includes these words ‘The regularity tests 
will have to be accomplished without stopping or slowing down in an 
excessive way, under pain of penalties which can go as far as exclusion 
from the race.’   (I have added the underlining)
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Autosport magazine headline

Timo and Paul pushing GRX 555D to a Monte Carlo win 
and ultimately disqualification

The Monte Carlo Mini Dinkey models - note GRX 555D’s roof signed by the crew



MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

In those days keen enthusiasts could follow the event via BBC TV, the BBC 
radio Home service and ITV news bulletins - those were the days! The 
drivers times were even published – no podcasts or catch up in those days. 
Mark Forster, of the Mk1 performance conversions website and forum, 
was also thinking of 1966 and has kindly allowed me to use the image of a 
note made by Raymond Baxter as he reported on the event.  

In the next issue of Autosport dated 21st January Paddy Hopkirk commented 
“… the final movement order from Stuart Turner for the rally-was 13 pages 
closely typed.  He really put his back into the organisation this year and if BMC 
are not successful this year it will be the fault of the car or the drivers.”  His 
article had obviously been written before he left for his starting point.

Paul Easter and Henry Liddon had used 8 EMO as a reconnaissance car 
for the event whilst Raymond Baxter actually participated in the rally 
itself in another Works Mini Cooper S namely GRX 195D.

Mini Coopers and British cars dominated the event, but 10 cars were 
excluded for contravention of the new Appendix J rules after very 
extensive post event scrutineering which finally revealed that the only 
contravention was the lighting system on the British cars.  Even Pauli 
Toivonen the promoted winner in a Citroen refused to accept his award 
and did not take part in another Monte.

The entire BMC team plus Ford were disqualified because their 
headlamp dipping system was non-standard; Citroen escaped because 
one model did have the option of Iodine lights.  Publicity of this 
controversy only served to maximise free publicity for BMC and increase 
sales of the Mini in France and elsewhere at the time!  As an aside, I have 
read that BMC spent at least £10,000 preparing their cars! As a teenager 
starting work at the time that was equivalent to approximately 30 years 
wages but it was for at least 4 cars if you include Raymond Baxter’s car!

Back to the current Historique Monte regulations and I quote: ‘The 
scrutineering carried out before the start is of a completely general nature 
(checking of make and model of the car, year of construction, chassis 
number, conformity of the car with the historic vehicle identity original form 
and the National Highway Code, etc)’ interestingly, very similar to the 
lighting dispute wording back in 1966.

Paddy also commented that even the standard Mini Cooper S used 
by French reporters was considered much quicker than the rally 
cars. Timo actually improved it on a stage time after the event using a 
standard Mini Cooper.

Corgi released a model of the disqualified winning car which at the time 
completed my trio of model Monte winning Minis with the roof signed 
by Timo and Paul.  

Thank you BMC and Abingdon. Long may ‘The Legend live on’ 
especially if you plan to take part in the club’s Minis to Monte event 

later this year.  As I write this I understand that all the places have 
been reserved but if you fancy a fantastic trip with fellow enthusiasts, 
great camaraderie and no chance of disqualification put your name 
down as there is a reserve list and you never know.

January 1966 was also the month that my Radford Cooper was 
registered. So, on Christmas Day 2015 I walked along King Street 
in LondonW6 and discovered that Maplin now occupy the building 
where the conversion of my car was undertaken by Harold Radford 
Coachbuilders and probably stored in the building 50 years ago to the 
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Three Monte model winners but one subsequently disqualified

Raymond Baxter’s note on the rally



day. Perhaps Radford owners could have a reunion at the Holiday Inn 
Express which now occupies the site.

Finally, special thanks to Alistair Vine and Willy Cave as well as 
Peter Moss – for ensuring that ‘The Legend lives on’ with successful 
finishes and awards they all achieved in recent Historique Monte 
Carlo Rallies.

Postscript

The BBC reported: “Prince Rainier of Monaco showed his anger 
at the disqualifications by leaving the rally before attending the 
prize-giving which he had always done in previous years.  On 13th 
October 1966, the supreme motor racing and rally tribunal upheld the 
disqualifications.  The Federation Internationale de l’Automobile in 
Paris said the iodine quartz headlights fitted on the British cars were 
not standard. 

The Citroen that was declared the official winner had similar light bulbs 
but was not excluded as the bulbs were fitted as standard on some 
models.  Pauli Toivonen never drove for Citroen again but his son Henri 
won the event in 1986.”

Cliff Porter
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A MotorSport magazine advert printed in March 1966

Cliff Porter photographed at the London 
start of the 1966 Monte Carlo Rally

GRX 555D then and now more recently

GRX 555D part way through restoration at Beaulieu 2010

1966 Monte Carlo Rally results list
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We said right from the start, we are going to reproduce the best quality Classic Mini 
interior trim. You can buy a world famous moulded carpet set or a complete trim kit,  
a refurbished seat or a welded door panel, all made by our craftsmen and women in 
the UK. Its British manufacturing at its best. We are proud to fly the flag for Britain and 
you know you are buying the best money can buy. Why not visit our website or give 
our sales team a call to see how we can help.

For more information call 01728 832 880 or visit www.newtoncomm.co.uk 

OVER 37 YEARS OF  
BRITISH CRAFTMANSHIP



30th anniversary of the founding of the MCR
By Simon Wheatcroft

2016 marks the 30th anniversary of the founding of the Mini Cooper 
Register. Even though I am one of those founder members I’m not 

entirely sure what date you would pick as the true 30th birthday of the MCR.

Those of a younger disposition need to be aware that once upon a time 
in 1986 there was no internet; so no Facebook, no forums, no two bit 
Mini club in every town and only two Mini shows a year. For the Mini 
enthusiast there was a choice of the Mini Cooper Club (MCC) and the 
Mini Owners Club and that was about it; the Mini Seven Club, which 
has been running since the 1960s, wasn’t the same sort of club at all so 
the Cooper enthusiast really had only one obvious choice. In those far 
off days the lifeblood of a national club was the magazine and for the 
MCC that had become a major problem. Even by the standards of the 
day, it was a poorly produced effort; being A5 in size and, including the 
cover, rarely exceeded twenty pages and five of those would be full 
page adverts with another page taken up by contacts etc. Photographs 
normally took half a page each so there was little room left for much 
else. The bigger problem for members was that issues of the club 
magazine became fewer and further between and they never arrived 
on schedule. People were organising events but hardly anyone outside 
their local area knew about them until after they had happened.

By 1985 there was great dissatisfaction with the MCC. It was probably a great 
club if you lived within twenty miles of West Hoathly, but completely hopeless 
if you lived anywhere else. The MCC committee, such as it was, became 
aware of the trouble in the ranks so a meeting (which had mysteriously 
become an AGM when it was publicised in the MCC magazine) was arranged 
for members to air their grievances with a view to finding a better way 
forward. On a snowy Saturday March 1st 1986, members converged from far 
and wide, in some cases covering up to 300 miles or so in order to attend the 
meeting at West Hoathly and guess who was late? Yes, the MCC chairman, 
Ray Holman who lived 200 yards up the road! Not the best of starts.

Questions had to be submitted before the meeting and an agenda had been 
drawn up. If Ray was expecting to run the meeting and have a pleasant 
chat about things he got one heck of a shock. Although there was probably 
only about twenty of us there he got a real good going over as they say. 
One highlight at the meeting was when Neil Anderson pointed out that 
given the then reducing frequency of club magazine production that by 
1989 there wouldn’t be any at all. Ray finally did agree to the formation 
of a steering committee to propose how a national committee should be 
formed and for a further meeting to take place in the Midlands.

I’m not sure if Ray actually knew where the Midlands were as he never 
got north of Saxmundham to the best of my knowledge. Anyway, the task 
of finding a venue was assigned to me and was duly arranged. I was to let 
Ray know the venue and Ray was to let everyone else know when and 
where the meeting was to be held. Ray made it impossible for me to get 
hold of him by phone and then sent out a letter saying I hadn’t contacted 
him in time and that the meeting was cancelled - presumably thinking 
that we, a noisy minority, would just not bother and go away. Instead 
we simply went ahead without him and the MCC. Ironically, one of the 
things that had been agreed at that AGM was that the club would install a 
telephone answering machine for members to leave messages!

We need to divert slightly now to a club that many of you will never have 
heard of, namely the Mini Cooper Sporting Register. This was a very small 
club with RAC recognition that was formed after the 1983 MCC AGM. It 
was a group of motor sport enthusiasts who wished to compete against 
other Minis. To be a member of the MCSR you had to either compete 
in one event every year or help run the club – Is it a good thing we don’t 
have that rule these days? Discuss! There was, as you might expect, quite 
a high membership attrition rate so the MCSR were happy to effectively 
give us their money and members if we decided to go ahead with the 
formation of a new club, but provided that we produced a regular 
magazine and that the new club was RAC recognised so those who 
wanted to could continue their motorsport activities. 

There was a meeting held on Sunday 4th May 1986, this was offsite but held 
during the Thoroughbred and Classic Car National Classic Car Show which 
was held at the NEC. There were about thirty people present and at which 
time it was formally decided to start a new club. This was the big step and 
probably the actual start of the MCR if you are looking for an actual date.

There was a follow up meeting in Brockenhurst on Saturday June 14th, 
the night before the ‘Beaulieu Mini Cooper Day Out’ as it was then 
called. This was mainly to confirm the club name and decide on the club 
badge/logo. Some twenty designs were submitted for the badge; Jim 
Parker designed the winning entry which is still in use today. 

I suppose the first MCR event was a summer camp at Woodhall Spa which 
was held from July 11th to 13th. One could argue that it began life as a Mini 
Cooper Club event as it was advertised in the MCC magazine before the 
MCR existed but the organisers and virtually all attendees were already 
MCR members. Another early event with MCR participation was a trip to 
Brands Hatch on August 10th as part of the Sun newspaper’s sponsored 
Free Day, where those in attendance got a couple of parade laps around 
the circuit. For the pedantic, Minis at Mallory, a track day at Mallory Park on 
Sunday October 26th was definitely an all MCR event.

As well as designing the MCR badge, it was also Jim Parker that you really 
have to thank for the quality of the MCR magazine. Jim worked for Jaguar 
producing dealer training publications and in terms of presentation and 
content, even the first quickly put together MCR magazine,was light years 
ahead of anything that clubs of a similar size were producing at the time and 
that quality has continued throughout the MCR’s thirty years. Although not 
dated on the front cover, the first MCR magazine was published in July 1986. 
Jim called in a favour or two and got a run of covers printed free of charge. 
In those days desk top publishing didn’t exist so it wasn’t easy or cheap to 
change a picture so, that is why the first two issues shared a common cover.

Few July issues were printed, probably no more than fifty, and, whilst there 
are still a few of us founders out there, there can’t be that many of that issue 
left today. Having just revisited that magazine (which I edited) for the first 
time in many years, it brought back many memories. There was a prescient 
letter from the late, great and much missed John Kelly, bemoaning the asking 
price of second hand parts at the 1986 Beaulieu Mini Cooper Day Out “….it 
seems to me the humble Mini is heading for the supercar bracket with rip 
off merchants making a killing along the way….”. Plus ça change, plus c’est la 
même chose, or if you prefer it, seems that some things never really change?

Simon Wheatcroft
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The first ever MCR club magazine
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A classic combination

• CV JOINTS • GAUGES • ENGINE • IGNITION • CYLINDER HEAD MOUNTINGS • ARCHES • SEALS • ELECTRICS • GEARBOX •

• PANELS • CLUTCH • BEARINGS • BRAKES • FUEL PUMPS SUSPENSION • WHEELS/TYRES • CARPETS • HUBS BEARINGS •

ACCESSORIES • CV JOINTS • GAUGES • ENGINE • SEALSFI
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Min-its is now part of Leacy 
Classics which means that  
our good service will now 

become great service backed 
up by the strength and 

diversity of the Leacy brand. 

For more details visit 
www. leacyclassics.com

Leacy MG Limited
Aston Lane, Perry Barr, 

Birmingham, 
B20 3BW.

T: 0121-356-3003
F: 0121-356-8686

E: info@min-its.com
W: www.leacyclassics.com

Leacey_Ad_186x63mm(12.15).indd   1 07/12/2015   17:46

Paddy Hopkirk motor racing and rallying legend who drove his Mini 
Cooper S to victory in the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally, has received an 

MBE but has vowed not to let the honour change him.

The eighty-two-year-old from Penn in Oxfordshire, and patron of the 
motoring charity Skidz, has been recognised on the Queen’s New 
Year’s Honours list for services to Motoring and Young People.

Originally from Belfast, Northern Ireland, Paddy is most well known for 
winning the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally, a result which catapulted both him 
and his Mini Cooper into worldwide fame.

It is said the giant killing win - which saw his team beat the Mercedes 
and Porsche teams - launched the Mini into stardom too.

His motorsport career carried on through for the next 30 years, before 
becoming one of the first inducted into the Rally Hall of Fame in 2010.

In more recent years, along with his work as patron of Skidz, Paddy has 
backed a campaign for mature driver safety.

Legendary former rally driver Paddy Hopkirk 
vows MBE honour won’t change him

A current brand ambassador for MINI, he is married to Jennifer, who was 
High Sheriff of Buckinghamshire in 2005, and they have three children.

Speaking about his MBE he said: “First of all I’m not sure what it is 
exactly for. I’m just very honoured and I appreciate the people who 
have written in. I was very, very surprised.”

Paddy said that he now has to write thank you letters to all of the 
people who nominated him for the MBE.

“It’s just come out of the blue,” he said. “They certainly managed to 
keep it quiet. Nobody knows about it, except the people that wrote 
the letters.

“I don’t know what it means, although certainly I’m not going to get up 
myself. It won’t change my life. It’s just very nice to get.”

He added: “I’m very honoured and flattered and thrilled, of course I 
am. It’s a nice New Year’s eve present.”
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PRESS RELEASE

Paddy standing proudly with trophy in hand and by the similarly 
iconic Mini Cooper S in which he won the 1964 Monte Carlo 
Rally, and where it now lives on permanent display at the recently 
renamed British Motor Museum
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PRESS RELEASE

High Flying King looks forward joining 
the Asphalt Stage Championship

Mini Ace Clive King and Co-driver Anton Bird will join other minis in this years’ HRCR 
Mintex ‘old Stager’ Asphalt Stage Rally Championship. After a successful year campaigning 
in both the Mini Cup and the HRCR championship although not winning the championship, 
the year ultimately ending on a high by winning their class on the Wales Rally Great Britain 
amongst WRC cars.

Not only will Clive King be competing himself he is hoping to bring over fifthteen more 
minis to the first round of the challenge the AGBO Stages on March 20th 2016.

John Hunt championship secretary explains “The championship will be run primarily to 
MSA regulations for historic rally cars, to provide a level playing field for all. To enter the 
championship, you will need to be a member of the HRCR and hold an MSA National B or 
higher grade competition licence and your car will need to comply with the MSA historic 
stage rally vehicle categories 1, 2, 3 and 4 (inc. FIA Appendix
K cars) and regulations. New for 2016 will be an open class for Classic Minis, which must 
run A series engines and comply with MSA regulations but are not fully compliant with the 
historic requirements, these cars will only be eligible for their own class award.”

There will be separate awards for the leading competitors in each age category, no 
overall winner, and a wide range of class awards to aim for. The popular Mini Sport 
backed Mini Cup returns and is open to models from any of the age categories. Mini 
Sport offer a wide range of equipment and engineering services at discounted rates for 
all our competitors not just those in Minis. As an extra a prize, a year subscription to 
Mini World Magazine has kindly been donated by Karen Drury Editor of the magazine 
who supported last year Mini Cup through the monthly magazine.

HRCR Mintex ‘old STAGER’ Asphalt Stage 
Rally Championship 2016

incorporating the Mini Sport Mini Challenge.
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DVLA vehicle registration ‘Event’ report 
extract from the Federation of British 
Historic Vehicle Clubs Ltd newsletter.

By Ian Edmunds 

The major event on the DVLA front since our last edition has, of 
course, been the meeting with club representatives held in Swansea 
on 23 September. This was the first opportunity that clubs have 
had to meet DVLA staff face-to-face since a meeting held at Theale 
in Berkshire in 2011 and a great many clubs expressed interest in 
attending; in fact DVLA received 260 applications. Unfortunately, the 
building available to DVLA could only comfortably hold 80 delegates so 
many would-be attendees were disappointed.

Correspondence received by the Federation shows some resentment 
on the part of clubs whose applications were not successful. Given that 
the event was seriously oversubscribed DVLA obviously had to make 
a selection and this was done with the objective of covering the widest 
possible range of vehicle interests and, from my perusal of the list of 
invited clubs, I feel that was achieved. On the other side of the coin, 
seven clubs who were invited did not attend on the day. 

Due to the timing of this Newsletter you may well have read reports 
of this meeting elsewhere, not least on our website http://www.fbhvc.
co.uk/about-us/news/_article/82/dvla-historic-vehicle-event/. All that I 
have read, supported by verbal reports and my own impression on 
the day, are very positive. We know that DVLA staff also felt that it 
had been a valuable exercise. As a result it is highly probable that a 
second event will be held next spring to accommodate those whose 
applications were not successful this time. More details as soon as we 
have them.

As FBHVC has frequent correspondence with a designated contact at 
DVLA and regular face-to-face meetings we adopted a policy for this 
meeting of just listening and leaving the questioning to the attending 
club representatives. 

The following is adapted from the news item on the Federation website 
which was written by Geoff Lancaster and is a composite of notes taken 
in the meeting by Rosy Pugh, Bob Owen and myself. 

The DVLA Vehicle Registration Policy team leader, John Vale, 
opened the meeting with a general introduction. He stressed that 
many of the issues currently being experienced had arisen following 
the closure of regional offices and the centralisation of services at 
Swansea. He explained that this had not led to any change in policy 
but that increased consistency in the application and interpretation 
of the existing rules may have led to a perception of change in 
some cases. In relation to the recent cases of letters being sent to 
owners requesting verification of their entitlement to age related 
registrations, Mr Vale emphasised that these requests would only 
be made where DVLA had good reason to doubt the veracity of 
information provided.

Julie Riseley of DVLA’s Vehicle Service Design explained that the 
Agency had redesigned their entire internal process on the registration 
of historic vehicles and that what they would be explaining were the 
redesigned processes now being applied.

With regard to the conduct of the day, Mr Vale said that they had 
examined the questions provided by the invited clubs prior to the 
meeting and had accordingly split the audience into three break out 
groups to discuss three of the top issues. Group 1 considered the 
V765 process and late conversions, Group 2 considered reconstructed 
classics and Group 3 considered dating certificates.

In all these areas, due to their complexity, there is considerable 
scope for interpretation and these sessions gave the clubs a unique 
opportunity to gain clarifications on detailed interpretations going 
forward. We will not go into a listing of these here other than to say 
that this opportunity was welcomed by the clubs and served to offer a 
degree of reassurance after the many issues that had arisen following 
the closures of the regional offices.

Notwithstanding this, FBHVC is very aware that despite the number 
of issues clarified there remain a great many outstanding and indeed 
only time will tell how well this works in practice. The Federation will 
continue to monitor the situation, represent the interests of its members 
and make such representations at regular face to face meetings with 
DVLA. DVLA made it clear at this meeting that it was impossible to 
provide specialists on its enquiry line and that historic vehicle owners 
would only have recourse to their general enquiries line. Appeal to 
FBHVC therefore remains the most effective way of having your case 
taken up by specialists directly with senior officials within DVLA.

We need to emphasise that in the view of the Federation some of 
these issues, which may affect a fairly small number of vehicles, are 
nevertheless fundamental, and that in our view, while DVLA may 
have explained their position on them, they did not establish their 
justification. We are continuing to work on these issues.

We therefore urge all clubs and affiliates to advise us of any issues that 
arise in their dealings with DVLA.

At the recent FBHVC AGM Conference there was a strong suggestion 
that clubs could and should work together in the sourcing and 
manufacture of otherwise no longer available spares. I very much agree 
but it is outside my remit here, however I would like to touch upon 
another aspect of clubs working together, or at least refraining from 
undermining each other. I do understand that there is competition 
between clubs, sometimes it is friendly competition in organised events, 
sometimes it is competition to attract members and their money and 
sometimes a club is formed as a breakaway group because of some 
dispute. However it should be remembered that some of the problems 
we face are shared by most, if not all, and that in these cases co-
operation between clubs can only be beneficial. 

Against that background I am very concerned to hear of clubs actively 
lobbying against the use of Glass’s Check Books to provide vehicle 
dating evidence for DVLA. These books were compiled by Glass’s 
from data supplied by the manufacturers or official importers and in 
almost all cases are a totally valid source of information. Your club may 
have better data for the vehicles they cater for and may choose not to 
use the Check Books, that is entirely their privilege but please do not 
attempt to poison the well for others who may not be so lucky.

In similar vein we would suggest that clubs who are campaigning to 
discourage the conversion of saloon cars into more valuable sports 
versions refrain from involving DVLA in the process as any rulings made 
by them will affect all registrations. There can be many totally legitimate 
reasons why an original body style is not retained and Government 
Agencies should not be encouraged to restrict that choice. 

We have received a number of questions and reports that suggested 
it was not always obvious when a change of tax class to Historic 
could be carried out by the Post Office and when it had to be 
processed by DVLA themselves. In some cases this confusion 
appeared to extend to the Post Offices as well. I am indebted to 
DVLA for this very concise response:

‘If the pre-75 date is held on the vehicle record the change of tax class can 
be carried out by the Post Office and the INF 34 is now being revised to 
reflect this. A change of tax class can only be carried out when a licensing 
application is made, not when a SORN declaration is made. However 
the Post Office can re-license a vehicle in the Historic tax class if it has 
previously been under a SORN. Where a vehicle has to be transferred from 
the obsolete tax class ’Exempt’ the Post Office system will allow the change 
to be processed. All applications from other obsolete classes would have to 
be sent to the DVLA.’

Following an enquiry from a member we have also recently learned 
from DVLA that when a vehicle was first registered by means of 
a V55/1 the date of manufacture shown on the record cannot be 
amended, even if the vehicle had been held in stock for some time prior 
to registration. The reason for this is that the V55/1 form is a secure 
document only available to manufacturers and official importers and 
acts as a declaration that the vehicle is new and unused at the point 
of registration. The V5C for such a vehicle will contain the statement 
‘Declared new at first registration’.

Ian Edmunds



The Anatomy of the WORKS MINIS Rally, Racing & Rallycross Cars
By Brian Moylan

Published Veloce, www.veloce.co.uk
ISBN: 978-1-845848
£19.99

Book Review − The Anatomy of the WORKS MINIS Rally,   
 Racing & Rallycross CarsBy Robert Young

The book is a reprint of the original first published in June 2001 and 
is not a revised edition but simply a reprint. So, if you have it on 

your bookshelf, read no further. This is, therefore, the second review 
I have written on this book and revisiting my original script told me 
that I was not over impressed with it the first time around and my 
view has not changed greatly.

The chapter on the racing Coopers, supplied by Ginger Devlin was 
interesting as was the exploits of the Rallycross cars, amplified by Jeff 
Williamson. The rest just lacks much substance. There are chapters on 
the bodyshell, suspension, brakes, steering, wheels, engine and gearbox, 
electrics and the fuel system – all of which promise much but deliver 
little. This is a shame because Brian Moylan is one of the select band of 
Abingdon mechanics whose knowledge of the build of these cars is much 
valued, sadly not a great deal has been imparted onto these pages.

Whilst the book, on just 90 well spaced pages, is never going to impart 
great detail, it does concentrate on certain small areas well but you are 
never going to glean sufficient information to build a Works Mini from the 
book. The build sheet produced, almost in its entirety, is that of JBL 172D.  
Unfortunately, the author has failed to elaborate on hardly any of the 
many details on the build sheet. Nor is there a single picture of this car to 
illustrate the build - but it is there for all to read and mostly to wonder.

It is a pity the author didn’t produce a revised edition as there are 
several errors in the book and it would have been a better read if 
more detail had been added. It’s an opportunity missed to elaborate 
on the original book. On the plus side, the quality of the production 
was good, despite it being a soft-bound book. There is a good crop 
of black and white photographs, although the vast majority of these 
we have all seen before in other books. The book is also expensive at 
£19.99 (which I noted was good value in 2001 at £9.99). Perhaps not 
the best thing you can spend twenty quid on. 

Robert Young

La Vie en Bleu La Vita Rosso 

Presco'	Hill	Climb,	Nr	Cheltenham	
Saturday	28th	&	Sunday	29th	May	2016	

incorpora(ng	

Bugatti, Renault etc Ferrari, Maserati etc 
The paddock is already shaping up nicely with millions of pounds of 

French and Italian classic cars and supercars - already confirmed is a 
Bugatti Veyron Supersport, Bugatti Pur Sang, a Voisin, Ferrari Enzo, A 
1965 Ferrari 275 GTB to Nelson Piquet’s 1990 Benetton F1 Car and a 

Formula Nippon car!  www.prescott-hillclimb.com 
 

 Wanted – Innocenti Mini Coopers for display 
 

What would really finish off the event is a display of 
red, white & blue Innocenti Mini Coopers. 

 
Warwickshire region is looking for at least 3 

Innocenti Mini Coopers preferably 1 red, 1 White 
and 1 blue one to display at the 2 day event which 
includes competitive hill climb runs.  Great venue 
and very friendly atmosphere for all the family. 

 
Please contact Cliff if you would like to display your 

car at the event, either or both days an option. 

Dean	Davies	
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm
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FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

Well done to ministwo for the amazing family photo. This is 
something I know our family doesn’t do but I know we should, 
family photos are brilliant.

I look forward to next month’s competition.

Thanks

Kris
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Victory on the RAC Rally! 

What a marvellous collection of personal stories of the 1965 RAC 
Rally was assembled by Pete Flanagan in the December issue of 
CooperWorld. Personally, I had more or less retired by then and 
was not competing that year and, yet, that event became one of my 
most outstanding successes.

Amongst my little empire of science and feature programmes at 
BBC Television, the weekly motoring programme, Wheelbase, 
was a favourite. The producer, Brian Robins, achieved a prodigious 
amount of work week after week with facilities and equipment so 
limited as to be unthinkable today.

Planning three months ahead, the RAC Rally was a certainty for 
that November week, but how could we cover it? The Wheelbase 
technical equipment each week was two days of one of those 
cumbersome giant outside broadcast pantechnicons and an 
allocation of six days of a film camera crew. We could have covered 
the rally from two adjacent corners on a forest stage with cars 
coming by at minute intervals and then added some film from 
elsewhere. But that was no way to report on a competitive event 
with over 57 stages.

I suggested to Brian that there was much more to winning a rally 
than the few days of the rally itself. We could tell the story of 
the preparations of the car and its drivers in a mini documentary 
but who to feature? To complete the story we needed someone 
who was likely to reach the finish since less than half the entry 
would. Someone with an interesting record of achievement 
and someone who’s English would be reasonably fluent and 
intelligible, in a car of relevance to our audience. The co-driver/
navigator would need to be involved too.

A shortlist quickly became a long list with, among others we 
considered were; Paddy Hopkirk, Eric Carlsson, Tom Trana, Timo 
Makinen, Pat Moss, Roger Clark, Rauno Aaltonen and Vic Elford. 
All friends of mine over the previous five years of the European 
Championship and wild horses couldn’t drag out of me the reasons 
we had for their rejections.

Ultimately, I chose Aaltonen and Ambrose. Rauno had been having 
a good season and I had long been an admirer of his navigator 
Tony Ambrose. I’d always remembered that when I first started 
navigating I had asked Tony how he did it, to which he replied “I 
memorise the next five miles and what I’m going to say to the 
driver, then I can get on and plot the next section”. Tony had 
already won an RAC as third man in the back of Lyndon Sims’ 
Aston Martin.  To complete the team, BMC under Stuart Turner, 
had a first class organisation capable of recovering from technical 
troubles. So, once Stuart offered his co-operation, my choice was 
confirmed.  It wasn’t absolutely essential for our team to win, but 
it would have been jolly nice if they did.

There were a couple of days of filming in the Competitions 
Department at Abingdon and we were offered, in complete 
secrecy, the opportunity to film some wonderful action on the 
trials of various sumpguards and undertrays, with cars leaping in 
the air in prodigious yumps, then being pushed over onto their 
sides so the mechanics could look for damage underneath.  But 
this was to be filmed somewhere in Wales.  Travel alone from 
London to deepest Wales and back would have used up two of 
our six days of film crew time.

Nonetheless, Brian was up for it. He engaged a local freelance 
cameraman and deleted any mention of the expedition from BBC 
paperwork, leaving me to cope with the ire of management and 
unions if they found out the film wasn’t actually made by BMC.

With the rally under way, the problem arose of getting any 
coverage of the attractive Scottish stages in time for the 
Wheelbase broadcast. Once again, our BBC resources couldn’t 
cope, but I knew of a driver, with whom I had been in the Rover 
team, who had earlier shot some good through-the-windscreen 
pictures with his own 8mm camera.  Mysteriously, a BBC 16mm 
camera appeared in his car. I flew up to Prestwick (air fares 
were not charged to individual programmes) and collected the 
film from our man at the Turnberry control, in time to catch the 
early morning BEA Vickers Vanguard to Heathrow. The Scottish 
weather was at its best, a truly beautiful day but evidently not 
the same in London. To my intense frustration the incoming 
Vanguard never appeared, so my film and I missed the deadline for 
developing and printing at the labs.

Rauno and Tony did, however, do their stuff magnificently and 
Wheelbase proudly showed off the story of the winners, the 
winners that we had had to choose three months previously.

Willy Cave

1275/Clubman archive article 

Dear Robert 

I found myself nodding my head in agreement regarding your 
personal view of the Clubman style Minis when reading The 
Archive article in the December 2015 issue of CooperWorld.
 
Door pockets traded for roll down windows? No. Give me the 
sliders and the door pockets back. Ford front end sticking too far 
out the front to be balanced with the standard Mini front? It doesn’t 
work. I wonder if it would have worked as originally designed with 
the Elf/Hornet rear end. Probably not.
 
And as one who uses a Clubman Estate as a daily driver (in spite of 
the roll down windows), I have to agree with your comments on 
the ‘more balanced and pleasing shape’ as well as the practicality of 
the estate body. 
 
Once you go Estate, you never go back!

Charles Heleker
Seattle, Washington
USA

Northumberland Boarders rally article  
December issue - Corrections

Thanks for squeezing my article on the Northumberland Boarders 
rally into the December edition of the magazine at short notice.  
In my rush to get it to you though, I inadvertently sent the sticker 
header for 2014 rather than the 2015 event.  Somehow, all 
the competitors time penalties also ended up with ‘AM’ against 
them, which didn’t make much sense either!
 
Anyhow, lesson learned, I’ll take more care next time and probably 
also delay the report to a later issue. 
 
Cheers,

Niall Cooke

LETTERS
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
The Lighting Fiasco

With January marking the 50th 
anniversary of the exclusion of 

the entire BMC Works Mini team from 
the Monte Carlo Rally and, indeed, 
many other British entrants, including 
the Works Fords and Works Rootes 
cars, I thought I’d revisit this despicable 
injustice inflicted on the Mini by the 
French rally officials. It was all done just 
to make sure that the Mini didn’t get its 
hat-trick of wins and also ensure that 
a French car won - a Works Citroen in 
fact, driven by Pauli Toivonen.

From an edition of MotorSport  run in August 1989, we have an 
article appropriately entitled ‘From the Archive’. This was a feature 
entitled ‘Small Wonder’, which as you can guess, was a feature on 
the Mini and its achievements in motorsport.  There are, of course, 
reams of contemporary reports about that Monte but this one caught 
my eye. I assumed that this was also a contemporary article as I 
recognised most of the pictures in the article; I was unaware that 
MotorSport had run an archive series in their magazine. Although 
I have a large personal collection of MotorSport magazines, my 
collection ends at 1977 and does not restart until the modern 
magazine was reintroduced, so 1989 is missing, hence my not 
recognising the article.

Anyway, this superb four page article with some lovely, if not well 
known, pictures is a good read. The article covers the topic of the 
lighting fiasco on the 1966 Monte Carlo Rally. I know that I have 
covered this here in the past and it’s a subject well known to many 
Mini fans and particularly those interested in the Monte Carlo 
Rally. But it’s worth dragging out again to mark the 50th year of 
this travesty.

The article, whilst going into great detail on the ambiguous regulations 
that tripped up the BMC team and the confusion that the translation of 
the new regulations caused, (or lack of its translation) is well covered, 
much as I have done here in the past. So, I will not dwell on that, other 
than to reiterate that the headlights, as fitted to the Works Minis, were 
fitted with early quartz iodine bulbs, which had no dip facility. To allow 
a dip beam to be used, the headlights were actually dimmed by the use 
of an inline rheostat when the dip switch was operated. In the past, 
with these early QI headlights, the dip beam was provided by two small 
fog lamps mounted on the bonnet. This would have meant they would 
not have been be able to run any other additional lights because only 
two extra lamps were permitted under the regulations. So, in order to 
circumnavigate that and still run two extra lamps, the headlights were 
configured with this new fangled dim-dip function. 
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Of course, the nub of this was that it was deemed to be illegal, in 
that no road car was thus equipped in Britain and, as such, would 
naturally contravene French Road Traffic laws and hence exclusion. 
The official statement noted that they were excluded because they 
had replaced the twin filament standard bulbs with single filament 
bulbs. I have nailed my views to the mast here before but despite 
all of the hullabaloo over the exclusion, I think they were right to 
be excluded, as clearly the lighting arrangement was not a standard 
fit on any UK car. But the moral issue is another argument, in that 
the cars were passed by the scrutineer at the start and various 
questions had been asked of the organisers before the event to 
seek clarification. The fact that the cars were allowed to start and 
compete over the entire route, at considerable cost and risk, only to 
be excluded at the finish, is a disgrace. 

It was very clear at the post event scrutineering that the organisers 
were out for blood and determined to find something that contravened 
the regulations to exclude the all conquering Works Minis. The cars 
were unceremoniously stripped to almost every last nut and bolt. The 
fact that the Scrutineers missed the non homologated Hardy Spicer 
couplings is one in the eye to them!

What the article does, with the benefit of hindsight, is state that 
BMC gained invaluable publicity, much greater than they could 
possibly have expected had they indeed been credited with that hat 
trick win with Timo Makinen and Paul Easter at the wheel of GRX 

Timo Makinen and Paul Easter on their way to winning the 1966 
Monte Carlo Rally in GRX 555D

Pre-event scrutineering where everything was thoroughly checked

Officials point their suspicious fingers at the offending headlights
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555D. However, I understand that Paul Easter, to this day, would still 
rather have won the rally.

The irony of the lights situation was that the Works Citroens were 
seen to be removing their powerful white headlight bulbs and 
replacing them with the street legal (in France for a French car) 
yellow head light bulb. So, clearly they too had transgressed the 
regulations and likely knew the chop was coming to the British cars 
and so removed their offending light bulbs before they too were 
spotted and excluded. Because this revelation was made in the press, 
Citroen strongly, of course, denied any wrong doing.

There were contentious rumours that BMC had actually switched 
their standard Group 1 cars for modified Group 2 cars somewhere 
along the route, which enabled them to post such remarkable stage 
times. Stuart Turner was a master at rallymanship and could be relied 
upon to squeeze everything out of the regulations, to his favour, but 
the logistical prospect of swapping over three Works Minis half way 
through the event is fanciful in the extreme.

It is noteworthy that Pauli Toivonen was so disgusted with the 
way BMC had been excluded that he refused to go to the awards 
ceremony to collect his prize for Citroen. And just to prove to the 
world that the Works Minis were very standard - after the event 
they took a standard Cooper S out of the local BMC showroom in 
Nice and Timo raced that down a stage and was faster than he had 
been in the Works Mini on the rally. This is hardly a surprise with 
all the weight of extra equipment carried in a rally car and I think 
did demonstrate to the press, at least, that the Works Minis were, 
indeed, very standard.

BMC received not only many more column inches of press copy, 
but they also received a huge sympathy vote from far and wide 
(except perhaps from France). Stuart Tuner, his BMC masters and 
the BMC publicity people could not have hoped for more.  So, in the 

end BMC achieved far greater publicity for the rough justice they 
received at the hands of the French officials than they could ever 
have achieved for a simple Monte hat trick. 

Of course we know, despite BMC vowing at the time that they 
would boycott the event in future, they did turn up in 1967 and 
Aaltonen narrowly won, making it a fourth win in a row. This was, 
however, the end of the Minis’ dominance on the Monte as they 
were now no match for the much more powerful Porsche 911, and 
in the following year, the Works Minis could do no better than 3rd, 
4th and 5th. 

Robert Young
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Rauno Aaltonen and Tony Ambrose ploughing through the 
snow in GRX 55D

A rather deranged GRX 55D at the finish 
having come together with the scenery

Paddy Hopkirk with Henry Liddon looking happy 
with himself before exclusion in GRX 5D

Queenstown

Classic car trim specialist 
offerering retrimming 
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all aspects of classic and 
modern re-upholstery.

• Complete retrims

• Hood repairs

• Headlinings

• Seat repairs

• Carpets etc.

Coach & Trim

All work is carried out to 
the highest quality and 
at  very competitive rates

10% 
DISCOUNT 
TO CLUB 
MEMBERS

PLEASE CALL:

0207 622 4734 or
0207 720 8600
EMAIL: jdjosephs@hotmail.com

92 QUEENSTOWN ROAD 
LONDON SW8 3RY
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It’s probably pretty fair to say that the magazine publishing caper 
has been a risky business for a very long time and the digital age 

just adds more fuel to the fire...

So, in mid1991 when Link House Magazines Ltd took a risk and 
published a Mini specific car magazine little would the editorial staff 
(and company accountant!!) think that MiniWorld magazine would still 
be published 25 years on? Mind you, under several different publishing 
guises over those years. Then Cars & Car Conversions editor and 
founding MW editor, Nigel Fryatt, mentioned in a 2011 issue that 
there was some debate whether  number 1 should be placed on that 
first ‘Summer 1991’ issue. Mainly because they didn’t know if there 
was going to be a number 2 issue! That trepidation lasted for the first 
4 quarterly issues, then with the September 1992 issue monthly issues 
arrived. If I’ve done my maths correctly, at the time of tapping this 
out, 296 issues (to the February 2016 issue with the 13 per year cycle 
beginning in 2006, but excepting specials such as ‘Keeping Your Mini 
Alive’) have passed through the newsagents shelves.

MiniWorld number 1 never reached Australian newsagents and 
so number 2 was effectively the first issue. But, I well remember 
standing with friends at Sydney’s Rosehill racecourse for the Mini 
Car Club of NSW’s ‘MiniFest’ in October 1991, when a chap, who 
was trying to be the Australian agent for Kent Auto Developments 
(KAD) products, arrived at the event with a couple of bundles of 
said first issue and it was like bees to the honey pot.

Over the 25 years just five people have bravely sat in the editorial 
chair; Nigel Fryatt, Jerry Glenwright, Mike Askew, Monty Watkins (14 
years) and the current editor Karen Drury, have had to have pretty 
thick skins to satisfy the inclinations of so many Mini enthusiasts. We 
come in many different personalities and bank balances to express 
our Mini enthusiasm. As such, publishing a specialist magazine like 
MiniWorld requires a liberal dose of news, history and technical, aided 
by original, restored and modified Minis to keep things viable, as well 
as by maintaining a readership and advertising revenue. No easy task! 

Looking back over 25 years the magazine reflects the tastes of the 
Mini enthusiasts at the time and has captured some good yarns from 
many of the personalities that made the Mini great. Personally, bling 
isn’t my thing, so historic and interesting features have kept me buying. 
Although I will admit there have been times when I’d fail to read much 
of a particular issue due to an oversupply of ‘not my type of Mini’. 

To Karen and the MiniWorld team happy 25th anniversary! Hopefully, 
there’s still a while before the paper edition goes the way of the 
dinosaur. As this particular dinosaur prefers reading something that 
doesn’t resemble an ipad or other device for their ‘magazine’ fix.

Stephen Dalton
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

Where it all began… cover of the first issue.

June 1993 and the new Heritage Motor Centre at Gaydon allowed 
MiniWorld to drive Mini number 1 ‘621 AOK’and the Hopkirk/

Liddon 1964 Monte-winner ’33 EJB’

“This issue of MiniWorld need not be unique.” – Nigel’s first editorial.
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MCR stalwart, John Parnell’s 970 Austin 
Cooper S adorns the August 1997 issue.

Most of the first decade of MiniWorld featured a John Cooper 
column and the JCG advert on the rear cover. This is December 

1998 at East Preston

The ex Steve Burkinshaw, now Cliff Porter Radford adorns the April 
2001 issue. This also happens to be the tribute issue to John Cooper



TECHNICAL TOPICS − 
By Richard Pengelly

Well, we all get that urge to start our car’s engines again after 
they have been standing quietly in the garage over winter. You 

start it up, it rattles a bit, and when it quietens down you leave it 
running with the choke out whilst taking a look under the bonnet to 
see if anything has dropped off since the last time your car ran.

We all know most of the engine wear occurs on engine start up 
when the engine is cold. If your car is a ‘sunshine car’ or a Mini 
that is not used every day, the engine will need a bit of TLC when 
starting up between rests in the garage.

During long periods standing out of use, even the best engine oils 
drain away from the top of the engine. The oil film between the bores 
and pistons drains down and the oil levels are reduced in the main 
oil galleries. Any residual heat left in the water jacket from when the 
engine was last run, settles down to the garage’s ambient temperature.

If you were starting an F1 or Super Bike engine you would probably 
have water heaters in the block to pre heat the water, and then 
they would be filled up with new hot oil before any start is 
attempted. But this is not practical for most of us to try starting the 
engine in our cars’ this way.

When starting a Mini from cold after a long period of rest, I remove the 
plugs and then turn the crank until oil pressure shows on the gauge. 
This indicates there is oil pressure in the main gallery, which is not the 
same as the rest of the engine. On an ‘A’ series engine it can take about 
a minute of running before the oil reaches the top of the engine.

Leave the engine for a minute or so whilst the oil in the main gallery 
pushes through the main bearings and some way to the top of the 
engine. Crank the engine again until you get max oil pressure and 
continue to crank for 5 to 10 seconds. This should get oil some way 
to the rocker shaft and around the engine. 

Replace the plugs and fire up the engine. Hold the engine speed to 
between 2,500 and 3,000 rev/min and put the choke in as soon as 
the engine will run without it at this speed. Hold this condition until 
the water temperature starts to rise, then drive away in the car.

When the choke is out excess fuel washes down the bores 
destroying the protective film of oil between bore and piston 
therefore keep its use to a minimum. The worst thing to do is to 
leave the engine running at low speed with the choke out. Then the 
fuel is washing the bores and there is not enough oil churn in the 
sump to counter this with splash lubrication.

Using an engine on the road is always better than leaving an engine at 
idle to warm up further. Some parts of the engine, such as piston bores, 
camshafts and the rocker box area, rely on splash feed to provide 
lubrication. A better oil mist is generated with the crank shaft, gears 
and connecting rods moving at speed. Any engine will idle and run, but 
without splash lubrication there will be excessive wear and piston scuff. 
See figure one of a worn cam lobe caused by just such a problem.

Piston scuff is an issue engine and piston designers have lived with, and 
largely overcome over the years. It occurs when the lubrication film 
between piston and bore breaks down causing bare metal rubbing and 

scuffing of the aluminium 
piston. So, high load on a 
cold engine running with 
the choke out is one such 
condition that will cause 
piston scuffing. This can also 
happen if you blip the throttle 
to warm up the engine.

One of Rover’s test 
procedures to test for 

Gentlemen start 
your engines

piston scuff and rapid wear was what they called ‘The Butch Test’’. 
With a new unused engine coupled to a dynamometer in a test cell, 
it started with a 30 second idle and then a run at full speed and full 
load for an hour, after which it was striped and examined. These 
engines were usually clapped out with piston scuff, ring wear and 
camshaft and bearing wear. Engine designers have to design to 
cater for a number of customer running conditions and this was an 
extreme demonstration of what could happen to an engine if it was 
driven hard before being warmed up.

Modern oils have been developed to provide a film of oil around 
the critical components, at start up with a low viscosity when cold, 
so they flow quickly to all parts. A 10W-30 will be a low viscosity 
10 grade when cold then move to a thicker 30 grade when hot. 
The 30 grade will withstand the bearing pressures when the 
engine is under load. Semi synthetic oils have a higher temperature 
breakdown (about 130 °C) than straight oils, and fully synthetic oils 
an even higher temperature breakdown point (about 180-200 °C). 
However, with the gearbox in the sump of the ‘A’ series engines 
the coefficient of friction of a fully synthetic oil is too low for the 
synchro cones  which will cause them to wear. 

Oil in a Mini sump takes about 20 miles for the oil to reach working 
temperature. With an oil temperature gauge fitted I found that 
this holds true even when the ambient air temperature reached 
30 °C. On my MkII Cooper S I blanked off the oil cooler using one 
of Bryan Purves Works style oil cooler covers. This keeps the oil 
at least at water temperature and the maximum oil temperature 
I have seen on the road is 95 °C which is well within its working 
limits. (See figure two oil temperature graph). On the road with an 
uncovered oil cooler I found the oil never reached a good working 
temperature, which meant it never fully reached the higher viscosity 
required to fully protect the engine.

Until the oil is warm, or about 20 miles, keep the load on the 
engine light and the engine speed modest. This will keep engine 
wear down and help maintain peak engine performance with low oil 
consumption for a lot longer.

Now, I must confess I have not always practiced what I preach and the 
result was when Nick Swift stripped my engine down there was heavy 
wear on all the major components. So, that was a practical lesson I 
learnt the hard way.  More modern engines are designed for rapid warm 
up with small water jackets, oil heat exchangers, electric thermostats, 
oval low friction pistons and exhaust manifolds incorporated in the 
cylinder head. They also use low viscosity fully synthetic oils that reduce 
engine friction so they will take more cold start abuse. The older ‘A’ 
series engines just need a bit more TLC when you start off.

So, next time you start the engine after a long winter sleep, resist the 
temptation to blip the throttle, leave the choke out for long periods 
or put your foot down as soon as the water temperature starts to 
climb, it will repay you many times over by retaining your car’s peak 
power and give your car’s engine a longer life between overhauls.

Richard Pengelly   
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Figure 1

Figure 2
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I thought I’d redo a treatise on tools which I first 
wrote about 12 years ago. Since tools rarely age 

by noticeable amounts, it should still be germane 
today. I’ve slightly changed it to reflect our 
antipodean position on the globe.

I’m pre-supposing that some of you 
CooperWorld readers actually work on your 
cars. I’d be surprised if you didn’t, but we also 
have enough people over here who don’t even 
know how to operate a hammer to keep many 
Mini specialist mechanics in the manner to which 

we’d all like to become accustomed. If you don’t get greasy by choice, then 
perhaps you should move on to the classifieds or the insurance adverts.

OK, Mini tragics, now we’re alone, let’s look at the range and type of tools 
needed for the average bloke (or blokette) to be able to work with a Mini 
in the home garage. Perforce I will make a few generalisations, and skip 
lightly over some of the more obscure things, but that’s what this column 
is all about! Remember, the responsibility of using tools correctly is yours, 
not mine, so be careful!

I guess a basic understanding of tool sizes is the best place to start. Hands 
up all those who think that the bolt sizes on a Mini are metric - anyone? 
Ah, good, of course they’re not. You’ve all passed the first test. Because 
the English are an idiosyncratic race, they hung on to the engineering sizes 
developed over years of practice and specified all bolt sizes in fractions 
of an inch. Partly this was because you Poms just don’t like to change 
anything, but also, I suspect, because it annoyed the hell out of those 
continental chappies, particularly the French across the Channel.

Since the Mini was designed in the 1950s, there was simply no question 
of using sizes other than those that had been used for countless years of 
British Engineering. Because the Mini was small, it uses mainly small sizes 
of bolt. (A generalisation I know, but a good line!) The main sizes used in 
the Mini are 1/2 inch and 7/16 inch. There are a few 9/16 inch nuts and 
bolts and a scattering of larger ones - notably the sump plug. What this 
means is that for most normal servicing of a Mini you can get away with a 
basic tool kit that contains a relatively small range of sizes.

Before we look at a semi definitive list of tools, it’s probably worthwhile 
to have a look at the types of tools available. Spanners come in several 
forms. Perhaps the most common, and arguably the most useful, is the 
combination spanner. This consists of an ‘open ended’ spanner at one end 
(a slot of width corresponding to the size of the bolt head or nut) and a 
‘ring’ spanner at the other (a ring of the correct nominal diameter with ribs 
on the inside surface which correspond to the corners on a hexagonal bolt 
head or nut). Other types of spanner are the ‘double ended open ended’, 
which has an open ended spanner of a different size at each end, and the 
‘double ended ring spanner’ with two different sized rings at each end.

A socket spanner, or socket for short, is a cylinder with the same setup 
inside as a ring spanner, but which is driven from the end opposite the nut, 
usually by a square hole. The size of the square hole driving the socket is 
generally either 1/4 inch, 3/8 inch or 1/2 inch. Strangely, even metric tools 
use these non-metric drive sizes!

Ratchet spanners are a ring spanner in a handle which allows rotation of the 
ring section on a one way ratchet. Very useful for rapid turning, but sometimes 
limited by their larger external size if the area around the nut or bolt is restricted. 

OK enough of the descriptive stuff. What sizes do we really need? For 
most work on a Mini you need a couple of each of these sizes; 7/16 inch, 
1/2 inch, and 9/16 inch. If you have a pair of each of these sizes in the 
combination spanners, then you can tighten or loosen probably 80% 
of the fasteners on a Mini.  In addition to the spanners, a set of sockets 
is useful in those places where you can’t readily gain access to the side 
of a nut or bolt. Since these types of spanners are generally sold in sets 
anyway, then it’s useful to have a whole set of sizes from very small, say 
1/4 inch, to largish, say 1 inch.

Now, as far as quality is concerned, you should always buy the best quality 
tools you can afford. Like everything in life, it’s a good thing to have 
something which can do its designed job for a long time with minimal 
wear. That being said, most tools available from places like Halfords are 
durable enough for casual use. Looked at another way also, you can buy 
two sets of cheap spanners for half the price of one set of top quality 
spanners, so you will have pairs of all sizes. If they break, swear a bit, put 

INSIDE THE GREASY BITS − 
on a bandaid or bandage, and when the throbbing/bleeding stops, buy 
another set of cheapies on your way back from the hospital. 

Sets of tools will also come in a bewildering range of standards. The three main 
ones we will concern ourselves with are Metric, SAE and AF (the last two are 
usually lumped together as Imperial measures). We’re working on Minis, so 
we don’t want Metric size tools at all with a couple of exceptions I’ll get to. For 
all intents and purposes, certainly as far as we need go, SAE and AF spanners 
and tools are identical in dimension. SAE is, I believe, an acronym for Society of 
Automotive Engineers and may have originated in the US as far as a standard 
sizing goes. Fortunately, the yanks have always considered their inch to be the 
same as an inch in the rest of the world (unlike their volumetric measurements!) 
so there is little or no confusion to be had by using these spanners. 

I have always thought of AF tools as standing for ‘across flats’ which is a 
direct measurement of the opening size of a spanner, and consequently 
also a direct measurement of the bolt size it is used on. I’ve also heard 
this referred to as ‘American Fine’ which just confuses the issue that little 
bit more in my humble opinion! And don’t get me started on Whitworth, 
the less said about that obscure nomenclature of this sizing method the 
better. Suffice it to say, that traditional British motorcyclists deserve their 
reputations as a hardy lot of rugged individualists!

In any case, a 1/2 inch AF spanner will measure 1/2 inch inside the jaw of 
the spanner and is used on a nut or bolt head that is 1/2 inch across the 
hexagonal head - simple really. Metric spanners follow the same reasoning 
but the dimensions are in millimetres, which only rarely equate to British 
measurements. SAE and Whitworth are archaic British measurements 
which, on the whole, match up to AF sizes, but may be called something 
different which usually relates to the bolt shaft diameter rather than the 
size of the hexagonal head. Confusing in the way only you Poms could 
envisage! Fortunately, nearly all the tool sets you’ll find are simply labelled 
Metric or Imperial, so choose the imperial and they should fit your Mini.

So much for the devices that turn hexagonal headed fasteners, but what about 
screws? Once again, there is a plethora of screw head types, but it simplifies 
quite dramatically in a car like the Mini because it only uses two, slotted heads 
and Phillips heads. The slot is fairly self-explanatory, while the Phillips appears 
as a small ‘X’ in the centre of the screw head. The ‘X’ is tapered and matches 
up to a similarly tapered screwdriver. If you look under the bonnet you’ll see 
there are a range of sizes of both slotted and Phillips screws used. You can get 
away with having a small and a large size of each type of screwdriver and be 
confident you can turn most, if not all, of the screws on a Mini. 

There will always be times when the tools you have don’t quite fit the bolts that 
are there. This is where such things as adjustable spanners, vice-grips, multi-grips 
and pliers come into their own. One of each of these is useful, but not essential, 
and will always give you a multi-sized alternative when spanners can’t reach.

I mentioned before that some Metric spanners are useful on a Mini. If you 
are desperate, the following are very close to direct substitutes in size. 1/4 
inch is about 6mm, 7/16 inch is close to 11mm, 1/2 inch is close to 13mm, 
3/4 inch is close to 19mm and 1 inch is close to 25mm. These are not 
direct equivalent sizes, but there’s usually enough tolerance one way or 
the other to allow them to be useful. And when all else fails, your tether is 
at its end and you just don’t care about being able to re-use the bits you’re 
removing, then there’s always the hammer and chisel to fall back on. This 
is called the ‘Brute force and ignorance’ method of engineering. In my 
opinion best exemplified by Harley Davidson motorcycles!

So much for general hand tools. The last bit I’m going to talk about is Jacks 
and Stands. Under no circumstances should you ever work on a car that is 
only supported by a jack, particularly the one that comes with the car.  For 
most home servicing, a basic trolley jack is suitable, and a lot easier to use than 
the wind up variety. Couple this with a pair of sturdy stands placed under the 
subframes, and you have a safe environment in which to work. Remember, the 
space between the bottom of a Mini and the road is much less than the width 
of your body, so don’t get under there without plenty of solid support. 

So, there you have it, enough tools to either get you into, or out of, 
trouble. Along with a good supply of cable ties and duct tape, you should 
be well equipped to get your Mini roaring again and back home without all 
that tedious waiting about in the warm summer drizzle for the tow truck 
driver to finish his lunchtime pint.

And remember, “I drive a Mini because driving should be FUN!”

Ray Potts

32 | www.minicooper.org

Tools maketh the Min



Mini Cooper Register | 33

Specialist Mini Parts Custom Mini Parts Merchandise

Signed Memorabilia Collectables Anniversary Memorabilia

Specialist Mini Parts Steering Wheels

Carpet Mats Accessories & Styling Merchandise

“The Mini has a very special place in
my heart & is a big part of my life.  

With Mini Sport’s experience & modern
technology, we are recreating a new
range of products that matches their

quality & image for Mini Classic
enthusiasts around the world.”

PARTS & ACCESSORIES SINCE 1967

parts value
for your Mini Make it Mini Sport!

Mini Sport Ltd., Padiham, Lancs, BB12 7AP | sales@minisport.com | +44 (0)1282 778731  

minisport.com

nì~äáíóI=oÉäá~Äáäáíó=C=
áååçî~íáçå=áå=ÇÉëáÖå

pÜçé=ëéÉÅá~äáëí=ãáåá=é~êíë
ÇÉëáÖåÉÇ=áå=Åçää~Äçê~íáçå

ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=jáåá=äÉÖÉåÇ~í=jáåá=péçêí

Quality, Reliability & 
Engineering Excellence 

Shop the Exclusive Genuine Cooper Range
Created in conjunction with John Michael Cooper

At Mini Sport

Gauges

`çåÖê~íìä~íáçåë qç=m~ÇÇó=eçéâáêâ
çå=êÉÅÉáîáåÖ=Üáë=j_b=åçãáå~íáçå

få=íÜÉ=kÉï=vÉ~êë=eçåçêë=äáëí>

SinglePage_Cooper_Paddy.qxp_SinglePage_Cooper_Paddy  14/01/2016  11:30  Page 1



34 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

ORX 76F sold at last

This very nice Mk2 replica has at 
last sold, and the new owner is Paul 
Burns from Ireland, who journeyed 
over to France to buy the car from 
Automobiles BMC Vienne, who had 
been selling it on behalf of the previous 
owner, Anthony Hart.

The car was largely built by Simon Drew 
at the Mini Works near Edinburgh for 
Anthony as very much a usable Mk2 
Works replica. Anthony had bought 
the completely standard red and black 
Cooper S from Basil Wales. Basil and 

Valerie had used the car on numerous touring assemblies over the 
years, and it always looked rather smart with its Abingdon number 
plate which Basil was lucky to find, I believe, on a moped locally, which 
did make the car look rather special. But, of course, it had no history 
with Special Tuning or Abingdon other than the fact that Basil owned it.

Anthony had bought a very sound and respectable car that he 
entrusted Simon to bring to life as a Works replica and this, with 
Simon’s knowledge and not inconsiderable skill at sourcing the right 
parts, built the car into a fine example. Anthony used the car on 
various events and, indeed, I was there to help fix his failed wheel 

bearings on a Minis to Monte run when servicing with Paul Wilson.  
However, retirement and more time spent at his holiday home in 
France meant Anthony decided to let the car go. He entrusted the 
sale to Francois Windeck at Automobiles BMC in Vienne. However, 
the car, despite a realistic asking price, did languish in Vienne unsold 
for quite a while, which is where Paul Burns came in and, I believe, 
snapped the car up for a bargain price.  

Paul intends to take the car a stage further and make it into an even 
better Works replica, replacing things such as the modern bucket 
seats and belts with more period correct Works items. Paul has 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Simon Drew and Anthony Hart at the handover of the car

Superbly detailed interior

Immaculate engine, complete with split WebersORX 76F looking splendid when finished
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promised to bring the car out to do the Club’s Minis to Ireland run 
next year, so hopefully he, along with a few other cars from Ireland, 
should make up a nice collection of notable cars on the event.

Works cars and reshelling

This emotive subject seems to occupy a reasonable amount of forum 
traffic these days and one that many have an opinion on, mostly 
negative, if you haven’t got a Works car. It would seem that some 
wish to knock those cars which are not in their original Abingdon 
bodyshells and, whilst it is lovely to be able to say that the car still 
retains its Abingdon shell, these cars are indeed few in number. Some 
do exist in their original ‘first’ Abingdon shell. Likely the three cars at 
Gaydon do at least, although there has always been an undercurrent 
of suspicion that 33 EJB is another team car from that ‘64 Monte, but 
that’s never been conclusively proved either way. 

Other cars exist in an Abingdon shell but actually an Abingdon reshell, 
meaning that the factory line original shell was either damaged, worn 
out, or no longer suitable and so the car was rebuilt into another 
shell (occasionally into an 850 one) and the registration number 
transferred. This practice was all well and good at the time on the 
grounds of expediency if nothing else. However, the first original 
shell then became a discarded bodyshell and, likely as not, went out 
the back door of Abingdon to a deserving club man to fix and use 
in lesser events, in some cases leaving Abingdon with lots of Works 
parts still on them but, in most instances, with very few such parts still 
attached. In fact one or two ended up as shopping cars for mechanics 
or their wives etc. Some of those cars have, indeed, resurfaced over 
time and had the original Abingdon registration number reinstated 
when the link back to Abingdon was proven - and vitally, that the 
particular registration number appertaining to the car had lapsed and 
wasn’t already on another car. 

We then come to cars which were sold onto private individuals 
together with that coveted MG Car Co registration document when 
their time at the Works was over. They were likely already to be 
on shell number two or three by then anyway. As was so typical of 
the day, these cars were used and abused, more or less continually 
in competition, much as they were designed to be. They were 
competition cars after all!  In many cases, these cars were later 
reshelled by the owners because they were, by now, very tired 
indeed, and often damaged beyond economic repair. Alternatively, 
they were just abandoned and any useful parts removed, sold on, or 
used to build another car. Very few, to my knowledge, were coveted 
and thus locked away in a warm garage for safe keeping and capital 
appreciation. So, how do we view these cars today which have likely 
been reshelled at least three times, probably more? Do we call them 
replicas? I don’t think so.

Then we have cars which had disappeared from view, which would likely 
have been just abandoned in their day for the reasons stated above but 

arise phoenix-like when a link back to Abingdon can be proven. These 
cars, in almost every case, despite the disparaging remarks made by 
some, are built to an excellent standard and are fine examples of Works 
cars but are they to be called replicas?  I don’t think so either.

However, before you form your view of Works cars, ask yourself how 
many Cooper Ss are out there that are not in their original shells? How 
many have been built up from virtually nothing?  If they have been 
reshelled, it was most likely into an 850 shell and, even if expertly done, 
do we call them a replica Cooper S?  No we don’t - I’ve never heard 
the expression. People just get on with it, accept that the car has been 
reshelled and think no more of it. What if a car, be it a Cooper or Cooper 
S is restored using a complete new floor, front panel and new wings, 
A panels, doors, bonnet, etc ?  Do we call such a car a recreation? Of 
course not, even though, perhaps, only the original bulkhead might 
remain! In which case should not the same apply to rebuilt Works cars?

Of course, with Works cars the high value that they now command 
brings this subject into sharper focus. It would, however, seem correct 
that the value of these, perhaps five simplistic divisions of Works cars, 
be differentiated - but the market seems to think otherwise and that’s 
the fault of the market not the owners. As always, honesty is important 
and providing an owner is open about the car’s history with no attempt 
to deceive when asked, I feel no harm is done. Sadly, the fly in the 
ointment are the auction houses - as we all know just how bad they are 
when describing cars on offer. I’ve yet to see any reference of reshelling 
mentioned in any of their glossy brochures. The example of JMO 969D 
for sale recently was a prime example of them at their very worst. 
This gets compounded when the car sold gets moved on again and the 
mistruths soon become accepted fact.

In conclusion, I think that we have to accept that Works cars all 
had a very very hard life indeed, way harder than any Cooper S out 
there and it should come as no surprise that so few remain in their 
first original bodyshells. Plus, these cars are now around fifty years 
old! Wouldn’t it be a small and sad display at Beaulieu if we were to 
stipulate only Works cars in their original shells were to be displayed? 
So let’s stop criticising some Works cars and just enjoy them all for 
what they are. Reshelling of Works cars is an inevitability of life! 

Robert Young

GRX195D is one of the very best and unmolested Ex-Works cars 
out there, but even that has lost its seats and a few other parts 
along the way. It too had a hard competition life and thus is unlikely 
to be in its first original shell

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to the second report for 
2016, rather bizarrely as this is actually 
being written still in 2015, but only just!

Brian Davage has now completed the 
restoration of his Austin 997 Cooper 
VTK 132. This old English white 
car’s restoration has previously been 
documented within this column and, as 
you can see from the attached photos, 
has been finished to a very high standard. 
This former successful competition car’s 
progress has, up to now, been kept 
a secret from Brian’s wife as it was a 
surprise present for her. Many thanks for 
the finished photos of the car Brian.

The next car belongs to Giuseppe Spoto who owns DMH 5A, and 
another Austin 997 Cooper built in 1963 just about a month after VTK 
132. Again, this car has been featured in previous editions of the MK1 
column and this almond green car has been painstakingly restored back 
to a standard specification. Seems easy but bear in mind that some 
original 997 Cooper parts are not being reproduced and therefore they 
are difficult to source. Many thanks for the photo updates.

The MCR website car registration page may soon be having an update 
so as to allow photos to be added at the same time. This is something 
which will be of benefit to all registrars when looking at the recent 



36 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

additions. I’m sure the progress of this will be documented within the 
magazine and website. 

The most recent addition is from Damien Lescroart, his 998 Cooper 
PLM 538E is already known to the register and is one of ten prize 
cars given away in a promotion for the Gillette Company in 1967. All 
ten are believed to have started out as Tweed grey cars, but were 
re-sprayed silver for the promotion. Of the two cars known to the 
register, the other being PLM 537E, these two have consecutive 
chassis and engine numbers, so it is likely that the other eight do so as 
well. As for registration numbers perhaps they started at PLM 530E? 
Even with the benefit of the internet knowledge or information on 

VTK 312 looking factory fresh after its restoration

Rear end shot of VTK 312 looking as good as the front

VTK’s nicely restored engine bay

these rather special cars is vague. So, if you have a car that perhaps 
might be one of the other 8 cars please get in touch and I can forward 
on the information to Damien. Finally, another addition to the register 
has been made by Jon Mark with his Austin 998 registered NUK 
505E, please feel free to send some photos of your car Jon.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

VTK’s crisp and clean interior

DMH 5A nearly finished

DMH now on its wheels and ready to hit the road again
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not a necessity interestingly! It’s quite startling to think that in 1969 
BL were producing 7,000 Minis a week. 

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

With Christmas and the New Year 
celebrations now a fading memory 
it’s time to be making plans for 2016. 
Hopefully, you’ve managed to get a few 
jobs done on your car over the winter, 
or, perhaps, you’ve made a final push 
to finish that restoration. Let me know 
what you’ve been up to and we can 
share it with fellow members.

It’s been very quiet on the register, 
as is usually the case at the back end 
of the year, so I thought I’d take the 
opportunity to share a nice bit of Mk11 
archive material with you. My old mate, 
Simon Crudge, recently handed me a 

copy of Autocar from August 1969, where they were appropriately 
celebrating 10 years of Mini production. I’ve picked out the following 
piece where they take a constructively critical look at a 1969 Mk11 
Mini and how it could be improved:

A few things struck me about the article. I had always assumed 
that most cars direct from the BMC dealer showroom would be to 
standard factory specification. But it seems that by 1969 this was 
not the case with dealers embracing the tuning boom and readily 
modifying cars with the latest styling, performance and safety 
features. The Mk11 was coming to the end of its short production 
run when the article was written, and it’s worth noting that some 
of the criticisms raised were addressed with the Mk3 when it was 
released in 1970, for example, eyeball ventilation, relocation of some 
of the instruments (only on the Clubman though) and some not until 
much later e.g. anti tipping seats. Perhaps BMC/BL were making a 
concerted effort in listening to some customer feedback. It looks like 
the author was in a minority in thinking that wind up windows were 

Nick Hunter
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Until next time

Nick Hunter 

Going back to the subject of modifying, I’ll leave you with a 
review by the magazine of some of the tuning and accessory parts 
available for your Mini in 1969.
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Cooper S Mk 3 Register

A new to the register Mk 3 S turned 
up recently, nothing to unusual about 
that you might think, but this one 
was in South Africa of all places. The 
car had recently changed hands and 
the new purchaser didn’t really know 
what he had bought, thinking it was an 
Mk 2 Cooper S as that is how it was 
badged at the rear.

Probably built in April 1970, this car 
doesn’t have the usual features found 
on cars exported to a European 
market, such as, the extra marque 

badge or larger front indicators. The 
car was despatched to South Africa on 

19th May 1970 and is currently showing as being registered in the 
Northern Province of South Africa. You can see in the photos of the 
car that it does have small extra reflectors front and rear which are a 
requirement for South African cars.

I’ve no idea what the original colour was but I doubt that it was the 
present colour scheme of black with a white roof. It has, apparently, 
already been stripped and repair work commenced; the body 
doesn’t look too bad as it has spent its life in a very dry climate.

Simon Wheatcroft

On the subject of exported cars, Dave Hocking dropped me a line 
about his Mk 3 S. Currently registered RES 173J, he has been digging 
into its past, trying to establish if/why the car was abroad for the first 
9 months of its life while owned by British Leyland, Longbridge.

Dave managed to contact the second owner, one (George) Ian 
Thomson, and discovered the following. Ian purchased the car when 
it was 9 months old from a dealer near his home in Praed Street, 
London W2. At this time the registration was XOP 742J and Ian 
recalled that the number plates had a yellow border indicating that 
this vehicle had been supplied under the Home Delivery Export 
Scheme (HDES). The HDES was introduced in the 1950s whereby a 
new buyer could collect his new British made car in the UK and use 
it for 3 months before the supplier arranged for its shipping abroad, 
thus avoiding paying purchase tax.

As well as a yellow border on the number plates, cars supplied under 
the HDES had a pink log book rather than a buff or green one. If, 
for some reason, the vehicle was not exported as expected it could 
remain in the UK providing the tax was paid at which time the more 
familiar buff or green log book would be issued.

Incidentally, Ian stated that, back in the day, he could drive the ‘S’ 
from his home in Praed Street, which is near Paddington, to The City 
district of London, in the days before Oxford Street was closed to 
traffic, in just 9 minutes. It was he who placed the registration SAM 
5 on the car. It was registered RES 173J in 1976 when he sold the 
Cooper subsequently.

The registration numbers XOP 1J to XOP 999J were all allocated to 
the HDES and there are two other Mk 3 Ss on the Register with XOP 
numbers, both of which are Glacier white, the same colour as Dave’s car.

The silver disc between the headlight and indicator are reflectors

The only Mk 3 S in South Africa even if the badge says Mk 2. This 
is an early car so the bootlid handle is incorrect as is the Clubman 
style rear bumper

RES 173J originally registered XOP 742J and destined for foreign 
shores along with a couple of other Glacier white cars built around 
the same time

The yellow border is clearly visible on the number plate of 
this Cooper S used for racing in Austria by Max Knall
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Finally, I haven’t quite got to the bottom of when the four vent 
sills were replaced by the six vent version but it seems that it was 
somewhere between Commission Numbers N20D-685A and N20D-
781A, which would indicate that it was probably during November 
1970. Thanks to those members who helped by checking what is 
fitted to their cars. If you have a car with a Commission Number 
between the above please let me know what type of sills are fitted.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Rover Cooper Register

One of the many pleasures of being 
a registrar is the serendipity of what 
may appear in either my email inbox or 
via Geoff, my friendly neighbourhood 
postman.  

In response to my piece about owner’s 
handbooks, Richard Sign emailed me 
with the publication details of the various 
handbooks that came with his Rover 
Cooper Sport, which was first registered 
on 27th April 2001. I should add at this 
juncture that Richard’s car had obviously 
been sitting in the showroom for quite 
some time as others on the register in 
the same chassis (VIN) range have dates 

of first registration several months earlier. 

To get back to Richard’s email, his owner’s handbook is publication 
RCL 0179ENG 5th Edition, dated `04.99’.  The other booklets that 
comprised his handbook pack were as follows:

Cooling supplement insert: RCL 0179ENG/3 dated `10.99’

In-Car Entertainment - R660: RCL 0189ENG - 3rd Edition 2000

In-Car Entertainment supplement CD and Radio Digital Audio 
VDK100710 - English
2nd Edition dated `04.99’

Service Portfolio: RCL 0303ENG - 2nd Edition dated `02/2000’

European Directory: RCL 0360 - 2nd Edition dated 1999

The above is a useful snapshot of what a late Rover Cooper or Mini 
owner could expect with their car, but I would caution that, in terms 
of publication reference numbers, editions and dates, each should be 
taken in the context of when the car was first delivered to the dealer 
rather than when it was sold. 

John Parnell

For those of you with early cars, Iris Grist contacted me by the more 
traditional method of post with details of the handbooks that came 
with her Rover Cooper, first registered on 25th January 1991. These 
are as follows:

Owner’s Handbook: AKM 6579 (2nd Edition) dated 1990

Owner Information & Service Record: AKM6384 (2nd Edition) 
dated 1990

In-Car Entertainment - R682 & R984: AKM 6392/1 dated 1990

I would like to thank Richard and Iris for contacting me. I am sure 
other owners reading this will now be curious to check what 
handbooks they have for their car, or maybe theirs are missing 
altogether. Such details are a nice touch of authenticity and can only 
add value and appeal when it comes to selling. If enough people care 
to contact me with a list of the handbooks that came with their Rover 
Cooper, it will enable me to tabulate a full list of publications by date 
and edition number for us all to share.

Before I leave this subject, perhaps our members would also like to 
help me clarify the design and style of the different handbook wallets 
supplied by Rover between 1990 and 2000. To kick this off I have 
included pictures of three designs here: the first shows a grey plastic 
wallet (22.3cm x 16.5cm) with a mock leather grain that accompanied 
a February/March 1995 car; the second picture shows a much classier 
charcoal leatherette wallet (20cm x 16cm) that came with Richard 
Sign’s car and has a Mini bonnet badge emblem on the flap; and the 
third picture shows a similar wallet but with the Mini bonnet badge 
emblem embossed on the flap. This came with a set of year 2000 
handbooks. If the wallet that came with your car is different please let 
me know, along with your vehicle’s timeline details so that I can place 
it to an applicable date.

Help wanted: What handbooks came with your car?

Cheap and cheerful: An early 1995 handbook wallet

This wallet has a miniature Mini badge on the cover
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Without a Trace

In my September 2015 report I made mention of H624 LOH, a black/
white Mainstream Rover Cooper that was also one of the John Cooper 
Garages’ experimental cars used by Rover to test the level of engine 
heat generated by the `S’ Pack conversion.  Registration number H624 
LOH was one of a large sequential batch of numbers issued to Rover 
on or around 1st August 1990, suggesting that this particular car was 
a very early production Mainstream model. Having been featured 
about its John Cooper pedigree in the August 2001 issue of MiniWorld, 
H624 LOH was sold in the summer of 2013 and has since disappeared 
off the DVLA radar. Has it been shipped abroad or just given a new 
personalised registration? Either way, it is fair to assume that it is in the 
hands of an enthusiast and I, for one, would be delighted if the current 
owner would care to get in touch so that we might learn just how early 
this particular car is in the Mainstream’s production history.

Until next month...

Enjoy the lighter evenings and pray for a lot less rain.

John Parnell 

Counting Zeros

Something else that Richard Sign mentioned in his email to me was the 
lack of an engine number on the engine block of his car. I must confess 
that when I was hastily keying-in the many hundreds of car details stored 
in the lever arch files I inherited when I first became the Rover Cooper 
registrar, it did puzzle me  that more than a handful of late Mpi cars 
were recorded with engine number 12A2LK70000000. At the time, I 
had assumed that perhaps the member registering their car could not 
read the spidery dot matrix digits etched into the horizontal plinth below 
No.1 spark plug. If what Richard has told me is true, it now transpires 
that some batches of late Mpi engines were being installed without 
having been properly numbered beyond the 12A2LK70 prefix. If your car 
should be one such example do please send me a picture of whatever 
digits appear where the engine number should be.

RSP Production Numbers

Back in 1993, and having taken advice from those in the know at 
Rover, the Rover Cooper chapter in Original Mini Cooper was one 
of the early publications to quote the production chassis (VIN) range 
for the RSP `Commemorative’ Rover Coopers as 010001 to 011650 
(including 600 cars earmarked for Japan). For more than two decades 
that range has been taken as accepted...until now.

An email received from Sean Heath just as the editorial was closing for 
this magazine has highlighted at least eleven consecutive right hand drive 
(RHD) Mainstream cars in the tail end of the above chassis (VIN) range. 
An HPI check on the first of those cars has confirmed that it has the 
distinguishing Mainstream `BBD’ in its chassis (VIN) and the 12A2AG01 
engine number prefix. This now suggests that RSP production ceased 
at least at SAXXNNAMBAD011638 and not 11650. With many of the 
1,050 UK RSP cars now accounted for, this latest unexpected find does 
pose the question of what the specification was of the 600 reported 
RSP’s that went to Japan (all of them also RHD).  And that is not all...

Given that all eleven cars were built in 1990, two of them were first 
registered in 1995 and one in 1999. Were these ones repatriated 
from Japan perhaps? At the time of writing, only two of the eleven 
cars are currently taxed and roadworthy; some have been off the 
road for several years or more and only one is marked as SORN’d. I 
do wonder how many of the untaxed cars still actually exist? 

Missing number: Some Mpi engines had no number

This late wallet has the Mini logo embossed
Where is it now? H624 LOH - an important John Cooper prototype

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

To start the New Year’s report I would like 
to thank everyone who contributed to the 
Coachbuilt column last year. I’m pleased 
to say there are plenty of coach worked 
Minis that have surfaced recently and I 
look forward to sharing their interesting 
histories. It’s now 53 years since Hooper 
Motor Services Ltd, located at the time in 
Northwest London, converted their first 
Mini into a luxury car and named it The 
Morris Cooper Supreme.

I’ve only known of about a dozen Hooper 
Minis so they really are the rarest of the 
coach built Minis, and not surprising, 
perhaps, since Hooper’s main work was 
building bespoke bodies for Rolls Royce 

and Bentley. Although they also upgraded a number of 1960s production 
cars including; Ford Consul Capris, Zephyrs, Zodiacs and Vauxhall PB and 
the rare PB estate. Minis were not their priority which ultimately paved 
the way for Radford to take the reins followed by Wood &Pickett. 

On that note my feature car this month is based on a 1973 Mini 
registered DBY 593 M, which was converted from new by W&P into 
all but name, a Mk3 Cooper S.

MCR member, Michael Elkins, purchased this car two years ago after a 
call from a car specialist who knew the car was available in a probate sale, 
since the previous owner had died suddenly after a brief illness. The car had 

Steve Burkinshaw
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lain in a private garage in Hertfordshire for many years and, although rust 
free, had sustained a bad attack from mice to the interior and parts of the 
loom behind the dashboard. The front seats and part of the rear seat had 
severe holes and the thick faux fur black carpet was in shreds - so a re-trim 
was inevitable. Black leather was the most popular colour change used by 
Radfords and early Wood and Pickett cars. But Michael’s conversion has 
the seat centres, front and back, covered in a black and white dog-tooth 
pattern cloth (I recall 1979/80 Golf Mk1 GTI’s first appearing with a similar 
design) and is not to everyone’s taste, myself included. Nevertheless, I’m 
sure back in the day it was the contemporary look. 

The dashboard of Michael’s car is now out for a rewire which 
revealed how well made it was. The full width is made from sheet 
steel, shaped, cut and welded to accept a Smiths 4” speedo and 
matching tacho, together with four extra 2” gauges. The centre 
ashtray is replaced with a plate into which a clock will be set in. 
Smooth black leather will replace the rather course grain original 
leather. Michael plans to brighten up the interior with a light shade 
of leather to replace the black and dog-tooth design. 

From Michael’s car’s fascia design and layout it can be seen where 
a couple of years later W&P developed their ‘Margrave’ dashboard 
which became one of their most esteemed must have fitments. It 
is a skilled mixture of moulded fibre-glass, aluminum, wood and 
leather; the latter beautifully double stitched on the edges.

Into the black cloth roof-lining front and back, W&P installed Rolls Royce 
circular interior lights which light up the dark interior. The door cards and 
rear quarter panels are all trimmed in a diagonal stitch and fluted design. 
The doors are fitted with Delco crescent shaped regulator arm electric 
motors although the opening quarter lights are not the type adapted 

from Innocenti Minis of that period. Instead, a bespoke brass and chrome 
frame is installed, manufactured by Beclawat, who made frames for Mk1 
and Mk2 coach built Minis. However, because Mk3 doors are taller than 
Mk1/2 ones, the frames needed to be extended to suit the opening. Used 
slightly later, Innocenti frames would have been a lot cheaper to fit.

On the outside of the car a few big changes were made which included 
the removal of the vertical seam gutters, adding wheel arch extensions, a 
vinyl covered electric sliding metal sun-roof and the addition of a Benelite 
grille. Then there is a very unusual feature on the car in that both filler 
necks of the tanks have been blanked off and the outside body panels 

Deseamed rear with Vinyl to waistband

Interior before strip down

Door card also showing signs of significant mouse damage

Metal framed dash board covered in black leather

Mouse damage to rear seat cushion
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learn the hard way. He was given a Haynes Mini manual which he studied 
every night in bed. The previous owner had tried to repair the rusted 
out sills with some crudely made replacement sills that were very poorly 
welded in place. When it rained the floor in the car filled with water!

Later in 1970 Martin started a job and some of the other lads where 
he worked also owned Minis. Sometime later the Super went for an 
MOT which it failed on its rusty rear subframe. Martin remembers being 
quoted £120 to change the subframe, which was a lot for a lad earning 
£11 a week. One of his colleagues had changed the subframe on his 
own Mini himself, so he offered to give Martin a helping hand in his mum 
and dad’s garage. When the subframe was taken out it was found that 
the boot floor was full of rust holes, and there were also large holes 
under the rear seat. Much time was spent filling all the holes with fibre 
glass and small plates! Thus began a lifetime of home car repairs. 
 
After the subframe and many of the sub-components were changed 
the next project was to personalise the Mini. Martin set about changing 
some interior features which he now regrets doing. He fitted bucket 
front seats but fortunately kept the originals, the trim in the doors 
and rear panels were painted black as was the exposed Tartan red 
paintwork inside the car. The non-original blue was kept but he added 
the then fashionable black painted bonnet, boot and roof. The car still 
has this paint scheme today as can be seen from the photos. There was 
a homemade wooden dash fitted to the car when it was first purchased 
into which Martin fitted even more dials. The alloy three-spoke 
wooden steering wheel fitted at the time has also been retained.
 
As was the norm at that time, everyone dreamed of owning a Cooper 
S or Radford Mini as lads wanted more power! In his quest for more 
performance, Martin fitted a ‘Mini Fast’ head conversion which was 
offered by a one man workshop in Surbition who he found advertising 
in Cars & Car Conversions magazine. The modified head was skimmed 
and included larger inlet valves. Martin further polished the chambers 
and the inlet and outlet ports, taking at least a week to complete the 
job. He is not sure if it made the car go any better though!

Once, when changing the oil, Martin found some broken teeth in the 
drained oil. A little later on, whilst changing the timing gears due to the 
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welded over with matching flip-top caps inserted on the inside of the 
boot. The lids are then actually opened remotely from inside the car.

Having been off the road for many years the old petrol was drained 
out, and the flat tyres replaced with new ones. The car was then given 
a thorough service and it was up and running again. The 1275 engine, 
with standard SU’s, is also very quick, helped by the lightening and 
balancing of the engine as well as the car having low original mileage. By 
2007 the car still only had 8,954 miles on the clock and with a complete 
history and all old MOT’s verifying this. To stop this fast car Cooper S 
brakes were installed together with a remote Mk3 servo.

To sweeten the sale, the Mini came with a free gift, a 1959 Vellocette 
motor bike. Some older members may remember when these grey 
‘Noddy bikes’ (as they were known), could be seen in many places ridden 
by the police......maybe a modern equivalent would be a good idea. The 
police Vellocette gave way in the mid 60s to another Issigonis design, the 
Morris Minor. These were painted pale blue with white doors, and were 
officially known as Panda cars but which were nicknamed ‘Noddy cars’.

Steve Burkinshaw

Vellocette Police motor cycle

Mini Super Register

Early in December I was contacted by 
Martin Ellis from Norway. He has owned 
his early Austin Mini since 1970. The car 
had been laid-up since the late 1970s, 
and now Martin has decided to have it 
restored. However, on the restorer seeing 
Martin’s car he mentioned to Martin that 
he believed his car to be a Super and that 
he should contact me for confirmation.

So, Martin did just that and I was able to 
confirm that his Mini was indeed a Super. 
It was originally painted Tartan red with a 
black roof, and that it was roughly built mid-
production, having been built in April 1962.

Martin’s enthusiasm for Minis began in 1970 when his best friend at 
school bought an early 850 Mini registered ROO 990 and allowed Martin 
to drive it during a lunch hour around a car park in Richmond long before 
he was 17 – but then he was hooked and wanted a Mini of his own.
 
Martin’s Mini was bought around July or August of 1970 by his mum, 
unseen by him, for the sum of £80. At that time the family lived in 
Hounslow, Middlesex. He was 17 in September of that same year. 

He can still remember the first time he saw his Mini. The car looked 
quite smart in the non-standard Ford Arctic blue which it still carries 
today. Martin knew absolutely nothing about cars at that time and had to 

Garry Dickens

Martin’s Super when purchased

Martin’s Super as customised in the ‘70s
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1275GT Register

When Colin Avery added his 1970 GT, 
registered RMW 990H to our register, 
he provided what must be one of the 
most comprehensive history stories 
that a car could have.

I had the pleasure of visiting Colin 
at his Swindon home to take a look 
at the final stages of his restoration 
back in December. I found the project 
tantalisingly close to completion! Colin 
is privileged in having known his GT 
from new, although his ownership 
came later. The story begins with 
the first owner, a Mrs Day, who lived 
in Swindon. The car has not moved 
location in all its lifetime, having been 

supplied by the BL dealership G and K Barns in Lyneham Wiltshire.

Colin’s working life was in the Motor repair trade and he spent the 
60s, 70s and 80s working for Lord Rootes at WG Green and sons the 
Rootes main dealers. It was during this time that he maintained RMW 
990H for its first owner and latterly its second, a Mr Kimber, who was 
a colleague and Mrs Day’s brother.
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usual rattle, he found out where the teeth had come from. The large 
timing sprocket had about 6 teeth left and the small one had lost about 
half its teeth! He was amazed the chain hadn’t come off, especially as he 
often took the engine to 6,500rpm. On a later occasion, when driving 
home one evening, the engine started to make unusual noises, sounding 
like baked bean tins were bouncing around in the clutch housing. 
Martin dove carefully home and prepared to take the engine out.  He 
found that the crank had a fracture in a journal next to the clutch, and it 
amazed him that the car managed to get him home with this damage.
 
He fitted a second hand 997 Cooper engine with balanced crank and 
centre main strap, also a 12G295 head and twin carbs. This was mounted 
on a Cooper gearbox fitted with a normal 850 final drive and diff. Despite 
two rebuilds on ‘overrun’ the car would never stay in third gear. 

Martin experienced many adventures in the little Super. During a road 
trip to Hayling Island in 1971, he was following another Mini friend 
when suddenly he found himself going backwards into a bend; he went 
over a footpath, down the embankment and spun on the grass. As the 
Mini spun he realised he was heading into a small wood. Everything 
went in slow motion, and then as he spun again he braced himself for 
the crash (no seat-belts in those days!). Amazingly, the Super came to a 
stop between two saplings that had replaced some cut down trees. He 
jumped out, checked for damage, found none and drove out between 
the trees; he continued to drive to the next pub - those were the days!
 
On another trip, to Sherborne in Dorset, the Mini ended up losing 
third and fourth gears so was nursed home to Hounslow, with the use 
of only first and second gears! The disasters continued, once, a lower 
suspension swivel nut unscrewed whilst driving around a bend and the 
wheel collapsed. He was visiting an old school friend in Chilworth near 
Guildford and luckily the car just ground to a halt with no one being 
hurt. He managed to get the car towed back to his friend’s parent’s 
house, where he screwed it back together again the next morning.
About this time Martin had progressed to a 1098 MG midget, then a 
1275 version, then later, MGBs. The Mini and the ‘62 MGB were left 
in his parent’s garage when he moved to Chesterfield in 1978. Some 

years later he was given a final ultimatum to clear the garage and so, 
reluctantly, the MGB was sold in favour of keeping the Mini. There 
were just too many memories attached to the Mini to let it go. 

Martin moved to Norway in 1980, and in 1986 his parents very kindly 
transported the Super to Crowborough for him on a trailer when 
they moved to live in Crowborough. There the car remained until 
2014 when his mother sadly passed away and the house was sold.
 
Recently, Martin made contact with another Mini enthusiast in the UK 
who was willing to store his Mini until he could start restoration of it this 
winter. Martin’s plan is a complete rebuild from the ground up. Finding 
out that the Mini was a Super and quite rare has presented Martin with a 
problem. He is now very unsure as to whether or not to restore the car 
to how he wanted it to be in 1972 but could then not afford to do so, or 
restore it back to its original specification. My guess is it will return to its 
original specification with a few discrete modifications.

It is Martin’s intention to one day export the car to his home in Norway.

Finally, my usual request - if you own, have owned, or know of a 
Super, have any stories involving one, then please let me know, even if 
the car no longer exists.

Garry Dickens

Martin’s Super stored safely in mum’s garage for many years

Restored Engine bay awaiting the servo

Martin’s Super on its way for restoration

Alan Clark
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The car changed hands in 1985 when Mrs Day gifted it to her brother 
with a mere 9,000 miles on the clock. The Ziebart anti rust treatment 
that was applied from new had done its job well over those 15 years, 
in combination with Colin’s careful maintenance.

Mr Kimber’s five years of Mini motoring came to an abrupt end in 1990 
when he ran into some kerb stones from nearby roadworks, maliciously 
dumped in the road by some youths as a prank. The resulting damage to 
the car was a smashed gearbox casing and buckled front wheels, damage 
deemed to be beyond economical repair and the insurance company 
classified it a write off. The salvage was retained by the then owner, but 
he subsequently sold the car to Colin in its damaged state. Colin’s council 
lock up became its home for a further 10 years in a fully dismantled state.

Correct original Navy interior

Finally, facing up to the critical decision whether to scrap or to save, 
thankfully Colin took the latter route; he then embarked on what must 
be one of the longest self-restoration projects ever attempted. A minimal 
amount of panel work was needed, just new A panels and Colin chose to 
do his own spray work in good old cellulose, most of which took place 
outdoors due to the less than 2 foot clearance in the lockup!
Pretty much everything rubber on the car needed replacing, including 
the Hydrolastic pipes and all door and window seals.

One of Colin’s main challenges was to resolve the many years of 
cigarette smoke damage inflicted on the interior by the previous owner. 
Cleaning the sticky nicotine deposits from every corner proved to be a 
tedious task and the stained dark brown headlining was beyond saving.
Having replaced a headlining myself, I can empathise with the patience 
Colin needed to get the excellent result that he achieved.

As you can see from the photos, Colin is close to completion of his 
project and I have set him a challenge to have his GT ready to take its 
place at our Beaulieu event in June!

Having seen the results of Colin’s work at first hand I was able to reassure 
him that, despite his reservations, the finished GT will more than deserve 
its place alongside the very best examples we have on our register.

See you in June Colin! 

Thanks again to all my contributors and I look forward to seeing you 
all at future events in 2016.

Alan Clark

Tight working clearance

Ready for mounting door

All important steering wheel and early centre ignition key

Early type nearside bonnet stay
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Derbyshire &           
  Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Monday of 
the Month

Bluebell Inn (A 515) DE6 1NH Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com
Frank Willis 07743 577344
frankmwillis@gmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

  Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke
01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr
01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, 
near Chester-le-Street, just off Junction 63 on the A1M. 
DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049
0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 29th November  
At 11:00 am

Norton House Hotel, near Edinburgh Airport Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

  Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Black Tiles, Martlesham Heath IP12 4SP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 
01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

The New Queen Pub  Ringwood Road, Avon, Christchurch, 
Dorset BH23 7BG

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Kent region

Hi from Kent! 

Looking back on a fab year for the Kent region last year albeit over the New Year we found ourselves still looking for a new home for our monthly 
pub meetings. However, we hope we have now found a long term home in the Cock Inn at Boughton Monchelsea. See you there on the 10th 
February and every second Wednesday of the month.

With no meeting venue at the time, we decided to hold the region’s Christmas dinner at the Five Bells at Brabourne, which also happened to be the 
end point of the 2015 Ham Sandwich Run. What a delightful evening it was in a lovely venue with fantastic food and company. We had considered 
this venue for our monthly meetings but concluded that it was too far south in Kent for some members.

The events list for Kent is as below! Let us know if you would like to take part in any of these events.

Events for 2016
29th May - Deal Classic Car Show – Walmer Green
12th June - MCR, National Mini Cooper Day – Beaulieu. 
2nd – 3rd July – KENT EVENT - Champagne Run, Voyage Région de Kent à la France
18th July – Region Summer get together and picnic. Bearsted Green Classic Car Show for Kent Air Ambulance*
21st August – KENT EVENT - The Ham Sandwich Run 

New Venue for Monthly Meetings 2016
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
This month is 10th February 2016. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/472768396103194/

Hope to catch up with everyone during 2016!

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk    

Mid Staffs Region

The Mid Staffs Region’s annual dinner was held on 7th December and this time Graham Robson 
was our guest and after dinner speaker. The George and Dragon provided us with a well thought 
out menu of festive farye, which was followed with an excellent talk by Graham who outlined his 
interesting career. 

After studying engineering at Oxford, he started his working life at Jaguar becoming the first 
candidate on their graduate training scheme. As a fully fledged engineer he was given the task 
of designing the exhaust system for the E-Type from the brief “the suspension and body can’t 
be changed and you have 2 weeks!” This was followed by work on the Mk 2 and Mk 10 Jaguars 
learning all the time to design within constraints he had no influence over.

Having become interested in rallying whilst at Oxford, he joined the Godiva Motor Club in 
Coventry and became a respected navigator (eventually guiding Roger Clark in a Lotus Cortina 
to a win on the 1965 Welsh International Rally), ultimately becoming a ‘Works’ co-driver for the 
Sunbeam Rally team.  This came to the notice of Harry Webster at Standard Triumph who told 

him “I’m going to re-open the Standard Triumph Motorsport department and you are going to run it for me!” This involved the TR4, Spitfire and 
Triumph 2000 rally teams as well as developing the Le Mans racing Spitfires. When Graham was asked about his job he said it was made “difficult” by 
a chap called Stuart Turner over at BMC’s Competitions Department!

In 1965 he was head hunted by Autocar Magazine “… still one of the best weekly motoring magazines!” to provide their readers with detailed 
reports on European rallies and races. One of Graham’s initiatives was to test and report on Works cars so, when asked if he would like to test drive 
the Le Mans MGB and a rally prepared Healey 3000, his reply was “You bet!”- He didn’t need much thought. Both cars were delivered to the

Mini Cooper Register | 47

REGIONAL REPORTS

Guest Graham Robson during 
his after dinner talk

Kent members enjoying a full Christmas dinner at the Five Bells
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offices in central London, which made the MGB somewhat conspicuous in particular as it still had an open exhaust; the long nose, a very ‘tall’ final 
drive giving over 50mph in 1st, and big white roundels on the doors, bonnet and boot which were illuminated at night! When visiting friends in the 
car the Robson’s could be heard coming from miles away! His reporting took him around the world covering events as varied as the Indianapolis 
500, the East African Safari and Le Mans 24 hours. 

In 1969 he became ‘an engineer again’ working as Chief Engineer Product Proving for Chrysler UK which was being rationalised by the American 
Division. After 3 years he moved to Kangol in Carlisle and filled the post of Chief Engineer where he stayed for a year before another involvement in 
motorsport changed his life. He was appointed as a travelling controller on the 1970 Daily Mirror World Cup Rally, during which he also drafted his 
first book. Since then Graham has published over 160 titles. Over dinner he also revealed his love of the British Bulldog which he inherited from his 
father and recently his son has taken on the Robson family responsibility for breeding them. What car does he drive? A Jaguar and his favourite car? 
The Lancia Stratos - which he should have bought when they were affordable and he could get into them!

The evening finished with a prize draw, which included a book about the Crewe Locomotive Works kindly donated by Phil Bateman, as well as a £50 
Marks and Spencer voucher, 5 litres of classic oil, wine and a DVD plus some gardening tools. A splendid evening in the company of a very respected, 
knowledgeable and affable guest, who was also kind enough to sign books for some of the guests who had brought their copies with them.

So, on to 2016, and by the time you read this the first meeting will have been held, and the February meeting on the 1st will be the hotly contested 
Scalextric race night. The action will start at 8.00pm, so be at the George and Dragon before that so you can enter.

The meeting on March 7th has yet to finalised at the time of writing, but hopefully a talk on tyres could be on the cards.

Sunday April 24th is the FBHVC Drive it Day, so a short tour to somewhere interesting will be on the cards as it is the day owners of classic cars 
need to wake them up from hibernation. This will be free to enter, but an admission fee may be charged at the destination. The route will be 
described using descriptions so a tripmeter will not be necessary.

Finally, don’t forget that all Minis and MINIs are welcome at the region’s meetings, which are held on the 1st Monday of each month at the George 
and Dragon, Stone. ST15 0PX. Meetings run from 7.30pm onwards. The number of Minis attending our region has increased in recent times, but 
let’s make 2016 a bumper year for the little cars with a big heart!

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell@btinternet.com
01785 760211    

Newcastle & Durham Region
A busy year for the region ended in fine style with the Christmas meal at the Tyneside Cinema Café Bar in the centre of Newcastle.  As well as top notch 
food, members enjoyed Mini based films shown on the big screen next to our tables which included, of course, The Italian Job, and some of Stuart Watson’s 
videos from past Borders rallies. Our thanks go to Keith Proudfoot for putting on a very entertaining evening for everyone.

Plans for 2016 include trips to both Blyton (30th April/1st May) and Beaulieu (12th June), our usual club stand at the Croft Nostalgia/HSCC Race 
Meeting (6/7th August) and organising the region’s rally, the ‘Borders’ (22nd October). As ever, with Croft though, tickets will sell out quite quickly. 
So, anyone intent on having a car on the stand will need to get their entry form in ASAP, not forgetting to write ‘Mini Cooper Register’ in the ‘Club 
Stand’ section and include a SAE.  Forms can be downloaded from the Croft Military website here: http://www.sacarr.co.uk/croft/classic2016.pdf  
Tickets are £10 for either the Saturday or Sunday or £15 for both days.

If anyone has ideas 
for other things to do 
over the course of the 
year, then please do let 
me know.  It has been 
some years now since 
we’ve had a road run 
for example, or perhaps 
there is a good event on 
somewhere that we could 
even build a weekend 
around?  One show it 
would be nice to have a 
greater presence at is the 
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MCR members tableGraham Robson with Alan Forster 

Dave O’Donnell’s Mk1 ‘S’ 
at the 2014 Croft Nostalgia
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Familiar scene from The Italian Job

N
ia

ll 
C

oo
k



Mini Cooper Register | 49

EVENTS
MG Northumbria’s ‘Classics in Corbridge’ (3rd July) http://mgnorthumbria.weebly.com/events-2016-2017.html. A local classic car show attracting in excess 
of 700 vehicles and already quite well supported by members. Consequently, if anyone fancies having a club stand at this event then get in touch.

Last, but not least, and possibly over by the time this magazine drops through members’ letterboxes, is the first event in the calendar, our annual quiz night 
at the February club night (1st).  Thanks in advance to Dennis Perkins for kindly organising that again for us. 

Cheers, 
 
Niall Cook   

Scottish Region

A few members braved the weather and made it to our year end meeting on 29th 
November at Norton House Hotel.  We caught up about the highs and lows of the 
Mini season in 2015, and also progress updates about various projects on the go.  

Following is the list of events we plan to attend in 2016.  Those where we will have a 
club stand are indicated.  Please ensure you make contact asap on any of those event 
that are of interest to you. I will be sending reminder emails once the forms are in!

Wishing everyone a Happy New Year with many Mini adventures to come!

2016 Scottish Regional events list

 
Patricia Webb

Suffolk Region

We had a record 18 attending our Christmas dinner at the Greyhound Inn. The food and 
company was excellent and there was plenty of chat going on - hopefully not all about Minis! 

Just a reminder that we are now meeting at The Black Tiles Public House Martlesham 
Heath from7.30pm on the1st Thursday of the Month. We are also still attempting to 
have a mystery run on the third Sunday of the month. Please contact me for details if you 
have not heard from me by email. Provisional dates for events in 2016 are as follows:
Brooklands Mini Day April 3rd, 
National Mini Cooper Day Beaulieu 12th June. 
Helmingham Hall Classic Car Show 7th August.
 
Ian MacPherson 

REGIONAL REPORTS

Mini Cooper Register | 49

Event: Scottish MCR Club Meeting 2016 
Date: 10 April, 11 AM 
Location: The Conservatory at Norton House Hotel, 
Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX 
Details:  Meeting at 11 AM. Contact: Patricia 07834 081 667 
Email: ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Stirling and District Classic Car Show 
Club stand:  Yes 
Date: 15 May  
Location: Bridge of Allan 
Details: Over 700 classic cars attended last year.  There is also 
some autojumble stands at this show.  It is open to all marques 
of Minis.  http://www.sdccc.co.uk/index.php/show.html 
Contact:  Geoff Marr & Patricia Webb, MCR Scotland  
Email: geoff.marr@btinternet.com; ben_patricia_webb@
hotmail.co.uk

Event: Thirlestane Castle Historic Motoring Extravaganza 
Club stand:  Yes 
Date: 5 June  
Location: Thirlestane Castle, Lauder 
Details: Over 500 classic cars expected for 2015.  Static 
show with concours judging.  Also includes an autojumble.  
It is open to all marques of Minis.  http://www.bvac.org.uk/
thirlestane/ Contact:  John Heatlie, MCR Scotland.   Email: 
johnheatlie012@btinternet.com

Event: MCR Scotland Breakfast Run & Meeting 
Date: 26 June 
Location: Start:  Powmill Milk Bar (near Dollar) 9 AM.   
Finish:  Murrayshall Hotel, Scone, Perth 12:30 PM.  
Details:  Open to all marques of Minis.  There will be a 
meeting at 12:30 at Murrayshall Hotel for those that just 
want to attend a meeting and not the run 
Contact:  Patricia 07834 081 667 ben_patricia_webb@
hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Wheels of Yesteryear 
Date: 3 July 
Club stand:  No 
Location: Start:  Newtongrange Mining Museum to 
Lenoxlowe House via Glenkinchie Distillery.   
Details:  Rally and concours.  Open to all marques of minis.   
Website and Registration:  http://www.wheelsofyesteryear.
org.uk/

Event: Glamis Castle Vintage Vehicle Extravaganza 
Club stand:  Yes 
Date: 9 and 10 July 
Location: Glamis Castle, Forfar, Angus. Details:  Largest static 
show in Scotland for classic cars and Minis.  Autojumble, 
Rally, static show and concours.  Open to all MCR members 
and marques of Minis.  Attendance can be one or both days.  
Website: http://www.glamis-castle.co.uk/events.cfm 
Contact:  Patricia 07834 081 667 ben_patricia_webb@
hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Biggar Rally 
Club stand:  No 
Date: 14 August TBC 
Location: Biggar  
Details:  Rally, static car show, concours and autojumble.  
Pre 1973 registered minis only. Camping also available.   
Website and Registration: http://albion-trust.org.uk/
albion-rally

Event: Ingliston Revival 
Club stand:  TBC – based on interest 
Date: 20/21 August  
Location: Ingliston, Edinburgh 
Details:  Historic racing, track day, concours.  Open to all 
marques of minis.   
Website: http://www.ingliston.co.uk/ 
Contact:  Patricia 07834 081 667 ben_patricia_webb@
hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Bo’ness Hillclimb Revival 
Club stand:  Yes 
Date: 4 September  
Location: Bo’ness Circuit, Kinneil House 
Details:  Historic hillclimb, static car show, concours.  
Open to all marques of Minis.  Website: http://www.
bonesshillclimb.org.uk/ 
Contact:  Patricia 07834 081 667 ben_patricia_webb@
hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Scottish MCR Club Meeting 2016 
Date: 26 November, 11 AM 
Location: The Conservatory at Norton House Hotel, 
Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX 
Details:  Meeting at 11 AM.  
Contact:  Patricia 07834 081 667 ben_patricia_webb@
hotmail.co.uk

Suffolk Region Christmas Dinner
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

CLUB SHOP
.

By popular demand the MCR indoor car cover is 
now back in stock!
Made from a decent grade of nylon material, the 
covers are intended for indoor use as dust covers 
although they are actually waterproof too.
The covers a bright red and have the MCR logo 
screen printed on the front of them in black. They 
come complete with mirror pockets (in the right 
place) for later Minis. A storage bag is also included 
for safe keeping of the cover when not in use.
The covers are tailored to fit a Mini with spotlights 
mounted on the front of the car and to keep the 
cover securely on the car it has an elasticised hem 
with handy straps and plastic buckles which go 
under the car.
Price is £34.99 plus P&P   

please call

Sally or Tony Salter on  
02380 560073 to order.
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MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine
for Mini owners worldwide.

WWW.MINIMAG.CO.UK

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 

w
w
w
.m

in
iw
or
ld
.c
o.
uk

ORIGINAL AND GREATEST MAGAZINE FOR THE MINI

www.miniworld.co.uk 
Subscription hotline: Tel: 01959 541444 

MiniWorld is proud to support
the Mini Cooper Register.
Find stunning feature cars
and informative historical

articles in every issue.



Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm. †Based on an average customer, saving 41% when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG 
B and 1972 MG Midget. Previous multi-classic car savings from 7.2.2014 until 11.5.2015 were 28%. Up to 41% savings available from 11.5.2015. 1Terms and conditions apply - cherished.carolenash.com/terms-and-conditions.aspx 2Terms and conditions apply - call for 
details Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 083 6302
cherished.carolenash.com
Classic  |  Camper Van  |  Specialist  |  Military  |  Performance

Insurance for 
people who
love Classic Minis

/insideclassics.com @insideclassics

 u Free Agreed Value1

 u Salvage Retention2

 u  UK & EU breakdown worth over £100  
- includes Homestart 

 u  Up to £100,000 Legal Expenses cover  
in the event of an accident that’s  
not your fault

 u  Club member discounts2

 u  You could also save 41% with a  
Multi-Classic Car policy†

YOUR CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 
POLICY INCLUDES:

Of

f cial Sponsor of:

SAVE 
UP TO 25% 

CLUB MEMBER DISCOUNT

“ Good cover at a good price 
and free agreed valuation of 
vehicle makes this as painless 
as car insurance can be.”GRAHAM, BATH, AUGUST 2015


