
July 2016  Issue Number 343  £3.50



Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48  . . . . . .£705.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . .£23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO  . . .£13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone springs on the market made
from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.70
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Cooper S Distributor

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for
economy and performance similar to MK3 S

curves. Fitted with quickfit points and uprated
rotor arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £58.50
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion 
kits!   All the best quality distributors and 
parts stocked for road and race

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Brake Servo

£40.69

Bumper and Brightwork

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £68.44
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £33.60
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £24.00
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.42
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.20
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011
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Mail Order - 01 707 607700 Mail Order also available direct from Harrogate Branch Call 01 423 881800 to order 

minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com 
website for pictures, downloads,
catalogues, current prices &
special deals

Mobile & tablet friendly

BODY,
MECHANICAL 
& TRIM

CATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2
catalogue. 
Include all models 
from 1959-2000.

mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

£23.04
or

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . .£15.36
20/50 mineral oil & spin on 
filter (not MPI) SO4  . .£17.15
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump . . . . £18.90
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . £2017.73
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2444.36

We stock all standard and performance parts

1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps from £15.83 CNC race type from £112.50
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £55.38
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . £32.18
Mini Spares/AP road/rally 180mm plate C-AHT595 £65.26
AP Racing fast road/rally clutch plate 180mm . £88.78
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £88.78
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel  - race EN24  . . . . . . . . .£209.08
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £24.00
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS . . . . . . £29.99
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

Clutches & Flywheels

£55.20

Scan the QR codes to see the full

range on your tablet ot smart phone

Engines:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Gaskets:

Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Suspension:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Exhausts:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Brightwork:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Steering:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Drivetrain:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Electrics:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gearboxes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Each

£4.20

Brand new ACCESSORIES

CATALOGUE available to

order online!
www.minispares.com

mini spares catalogues
NEW!

Brakes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Mini Spares Servo for 
Cooper S Mk1 & Mk2  
AP 5.5 Type. 21A1293 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £216.00

Forged Cranks

For 1275cc blocks 
and made in 
81.3mm and 86mm stroke
(bare forging only £576.00) . . . . . . crank £1897.92

Engines NEW! Gaskets
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

August magazine – 1st July
September magazine – 25th July
October magazine – 1st September

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, Huddersfield, W. 
Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539 
mk1sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street,  
Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering, Northamptonshire, 
NN14 3DZ    
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE  
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
super@minicooper.org  
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE    
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW  
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 
Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 
Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org
Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org
Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org
Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org   
Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org
Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb 
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH 
07834 081697 
regions@minicooper.org
Public Relations 
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
pr@minicooper.org
Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org
Young Members Delegate 
Craig Laird 
23 Wallace Avenue, Rothesay, Argyll & Bute, PA20 9JA 
01700 505508 
dcraiglaird@btinternet.com
Non Designated Committee Members 
Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org
Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
I  can’t quite believe that this issue of 

CooperWorld marks my second 
year as editor of the magazine! I can 
still recall vividly my feeling of proud 
achievement not to mention great relief 
when I had finally completed editing 
my first issue after taking over the 
editorship from Lesley Young. In fact I 
still get those same feelings now but to 
a lesser extent each time I finish another 
issue of CooperWorld and I really hope 
that continues to be the case.

Now, let’s get down to business and tell you what we have in 
store for you in this issue. Well, for starters, we have no less than 
five articles covering different types of competition events which 
some of our members have also participated in, ranging from hill 
climbing and sprinting to rallying and circuit racing. So, if Minis and 
MINIs in competition interest you as they do me, then do have a 
read of these articles as they are also accompanied by some great 
photos of Minis in action.

In the events section of the magazine Justin Ridyard has written an 
honest and amusing personal account of his first experience of going 
to an international Mini meeting (IMM) abroad and which, this year, 
happened to be in Belgium. If, like me, you have never been to an 
IMM abroad and want to have an insight as to what you can expect if 
you do take the plunge, then read Justin’s article to get a feel for what 
you can expect.

Then our regular contributor, Stephen Dalton, in his Old Cooper Stuff 
column, has written a fascinating article on the early history of father 
and son Charles and John Cooper and how things evolved for them 
which eventually lead them to form the Cooper Car Company. There 
are some great early black and white photos and prints of Charles 

and John some of which I have never seen before so an interesting 
read awaits. This nicely leads me to mentioning quite a significant 
event which is being held on the 30th of July at Prescott Hill 
where celebrations will be taking place in recognition of the 70th 
anniversary of the Cooper Car Company coming into being as a 
recognised race and race car building team. Well worth going along 
to if you can and I hope to be there myself.

In last month’s editorial I mentioned possibly trying out a new 
feature if there was enough interest and that was to have a page 
devoted merely to photos of members’ cars with a paragraph or 
two about them. Well, I am sad to say I had no takers whatsoever! 
Undeterred I thought I would give it a go anyway by featuring my 
own recently acquired Mini (sorry it’s not a Cooper) and see if it 
elicits any other members out there to put their cars forward. I will 
tell you the outcome in next month’s issue! 

Finally, I would like to know if there is anything specific that you 
would like to see covered in CooperWorld. If so, please do email 
me with your suggestions which could, perhaps, be on the lines of 
a technical topic relating specifically to say a Mk11 Cooper etc and I 
will then ask the specific registrar to see if they can cover the topic 
in some depth in a future issue.

Paul Sulma 

Errors and corrections
Some errors and corrections to mention which crept into 
the May issue of CooperWorld. The contact details for Peter 
McIlvenny given in the Ex-Works register column were incorrect 
and should have been as follows: mobile telephone number 
07506 923353, email address PeterMcIlvenny@carolenash.com 
Apologies for these errors. 

Coopers at Combe
Castle Combe Race Circuit

Saturday 20th August 2016
  

Entry is limited to 15 cars and places are available on a first come first 
served basis, so book early to avoid disappointment by contacting 
Graham E Robinson and also for further details. 
This is a very popular event with members. Usually, only five cars 
are allowed out on to the track at once making it safer than other 
Mini track days at this circuit. Club members are welcome to 
spectate on the day and admission is free. 

80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex,  
SS3 0HW 01702 219298  

graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

Cranleigh Lions  
Classic Car Show 

At Cranleigh Show Ground Surrey

14th August 2016
http://www.cranleighlions.org/classic-car-show.php

Cranleigh Lions show is a great classic car event, 
if any members would like to join me for a club 

stand just email Alan Clark.

1275gt@mincooper.org

I would especially like to gather a few GTs  
for group display 



The search is now on to find a suitable company to replace them who 
will hopefully deliver quality club merchandise at a competitive price 
and deliver the goods promptly and efficiently. Watch this space.  In 
the meantime, Sally and Tony will continue to sell the remaining stock 
they hold and have just ordered another batch of the very successful 
car covers that we have been selling so well - they should by now have 
these in stock ready to sell.

The club’s Facebook page, under the new management of Mike 
Bennett and ably assisted by Justin Ridyard who looks after the 

page, continues to be used by some but not as many as we would like. 
Much discussion is taking place at the moment to investigate the idea 
of making our Facebook page open to all to post, with the hope that 
it will generate more traffic and interest and hopefully more members 
as a result. However, the possible downside of doing this might be that 
people will, in fact, not bother to actually join or continue to belong 
to the club. Many Facebook pages and forums exist with no basis of 
a formal club with a subscription behind them like the MCR does. So, 
I am reluctant to have our Facebook page as a general open page for 
everyone to post onto for this reason.  

The halfway house could be to allow only MCR members to post on 
our page. This would mean some administration check to validate 
membership (much as it is with the forum) and a moderator or two to 
ensure posts are appropriate. Mike is giving this some thought and will 
be guiding the Committee accordingly whereupon we should hopefully 
then be in a position to make an informed decision on this very soon. 
In the meantime, any comments or suggestions would be welcome to 
either Mike or me. 

Meanwhile, our Twitter page is going from strength to strength and 
thanks must largely go to Lorraine Hampson, our newest Committee 
member, for her efforts in taking this over. Social media seems the way 
forward and I’m glad we have people in the club willing and able to drag 
us into the modern age. Fear not however, CooperWorld will continue 
in its paper form, although don’t forget if you wish to take the magazine 
on the move with you, it is now downloadable in electronic format too.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

By the time you read this magazine, 
Beaulieu will be over for another year 

and, more importantly I guess, we will 
know if we are to remain in the EU or 
tread our own path. CooperWorld is no 
place for political rhetoric but having just 
returned from a holiday in France, where 
we motored down to the Dordogne, on 
mainly D roads, I can honestly say what 
a joy it was to drive in France – largely 
because of the condition of their roads. 

Of course, France is a country about five 
times the size of the UK with around the same number of people, so 
the roads are bound to be less congested. However, despite France 
being in a poor state financially, their roads are in wonderful condition, 
whereas ours are now verging on third world country condition. Quite 
whether the cost of us being in the EU, if we walked away, would ever 
find its way into rebuilding our terrible roads, I somehow doubt but 
oddly France, in the EU, manages to keep its roads in good order.  

It’s also worth remembering the French motorist is not burdened with 
VED – road tax to you and me. Taxation for road use is stuck on the fuel 
in France and its fuel is cheaper than in the UK. The myth that our road 
tax pays for the upkeep of our roads has long been exposed as rubbish. 
However, something has got to be done to improve the sorry state of 
our roads - but on balance, I doubt much will happen either way, in or 
out of the EU. Time will tell – just watch out for those pot-holes getting 
ever larger.

The club shop, as it’s now called, since we handed it over to Quirkart 
over a year ago, has been, I’m sorry to say, a disaster. We had great 

hopes that by outsourcing to a company, that by all accounts could 
supply a variety of merchandise of good quality and keenly priced, 
would increase sales and by that our income. At the same time it 
would also relieve Tony and Sally Salter of having their house full of 
club merchandise. Sadly, Quirkart have failed on all fronts to deliver on 
their promises and I can only apologise on behalf of the club for their 
lamentable performance – it was way short of what we envisaged.  
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We welcome the following new members who joined during May

NEW MEMBERS

Rob Jones, Burton-on-Trent

John Wood, Harrogate, North Yorkshire

Christian Thombansen, Stuttgart, Germany

Louis & Briz Ayling, Sainte Livrade sur Lot, France

Geoffrey Crabtree, Maidstone, Kent

Colin Pattinson, Preston, Lancs

Tony & Jenny Porter, Leicester, Leicestershire

Rob Holloway, Telford, Shropshire

Pete Barlow, Burton-on-trent, Staffordshire

Brett Connors, Harlow, Essex

Andy Wright, Northampton, Northants

Tim Ellison, Stamford, Lincolnshire

Derek Judd, Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire

John Chappell, Ware, Hertfordshire

Bob Mattingly, Hythe, Kent

Donald Young, Hythe, Kent

Ian & Carole Coates, Westhill, Aberdeenshire

Keith Blackwood, Hartlepool, Cleveland

Derek Camble, Ashford, Middlesex

Barry Simpson, Bournemouth, Dorset

Emma Hall, Inverness, Inverness-shire

James Conner, Cleethorpes, Lincolnshire

Angelica Fuentes & Keith Mainland, London 

Paul & Ginny Beacham, Havant, Hampshire

Graham Dann, Basingstoke, Hampshire



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 

SM050 A5 Advert.indd   1 09/03/2016   11:52



please contact him on sc_15@icloud.com. A club presence is likely to 
be on one of the days only so do check with John as to which day! 

Then into August it is the popular Cambridge Mini Chill which offers 
a weekend's camping at great value. Contact Trevor Knowles for full 
details on knowles.madhouse@virgin.net. If anyone would like to host a 
club stand at this event please contact me. 

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

G  reat to see so many of you out and 
about and social media is a great way 

to see what everyone is up to. We do 
have a presence on Facebook and many 
of the regions also have group pages to 
keep members up to date. I personally 
have attended events with my local 
region, namely, the IMM and the London 
to Brighton run. 

I often mention the joys of a touring 
assembly, as this is a chance to stretch 
the legs of your car and, perhaps, have 
a drive out to an attraction or for lunch. 
All you need to do is plan a route, either 

in the form of written instructions or using ‘Tulip’ rally diagrams. Pick a 
destination and advertise it for members to take part. I am happy, as will 
many others in the club be, to give you hints and tips on how to set up a 
run. One last point is that as the MCR is a member of the MSA you have 
to apply for what is called a certificate of exemption. A simple process, 
but again, I would be happy to help if needed. The Kent Region’s 
popular run, The Ham Sandwich Run is to take place on the 21st August 
so please do contact me to book your place on it.

For July, highlights include MiniWorld Live at Rockingham, the 
Lavender Run and the Brands Hatch Mini Festival, this year being held 
on Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th July. We will have a club stand hosted 
by the Kent Region on the Sunday, tickets are available from http://
brandshatch.mini-festival.co.uk/. The discount code is MCR on the 
website. Please drop me a line if you would like to join us so we can 
keep an eye on numbers, but all members are welcome to join us. The 
MCR also have a presence at the Silverstone Classic on the 29th, 30th 
and 31st July organised by John Price. If you want to join John then 

10 | www.minicooper.org

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

Congratulations for 
some excellent efforts 
this time around, which 
made the choice quite 
difficult. Sadly there can 
only be one winner and 
that is mj66 with this 
dawn shot.
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2016

July

Event: Champagne Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 2nd-3rd July 
Location: Champagne Region, France 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

Event: Wheels of Yesteryear   
Date: 3rd July 
Location: Newton Grange Mining Museum 
Contact: www.wheelsofyesteryear.org.uk 

Event: Festival of Speed    
Date: 8th-9th-10th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Glamis Castle Classic Car Show  
Date: 9th-10th July 
Location: Glamis Castle, Angus 
Contact: Scottish Region. Ben & Patricia Webb   
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Miniworld Live    
Date: 10th July 
Location: Rockingham 
Contact: http://www.miniworldlive.co.uk/mini-world-live-0

Event: Brands Hatch Mini Festival   
Date: Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th July 2016 
Location: Brands Hatch, Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com Tickets from  
http://brandshatch.mini-festival.co.uk/  Book with code MCR

Event: Lavender Run    
Date: 24th July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic   
Date: 29th, 30th and 31th July (Club presence likely to be 
one day) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - SC_15@icloud.com 

Event: 70 Years of Cooper    
Date: 30th July 2016 
Location: Prescott Hill Climb, nr Cheltenham 
Contact: Possible Mini Cooper Class - DEWS series. 
Warwickshire Region contact Cliff Porter  
cliffporter@me.com 

Event: Nordic Mini meeting   
Date: 28th to 31st July 
Location: Røssholmstrana Nr Hønefoss. Norway 
Contact: Bjørn Grande via email bjorn.grande@outlook.
com or phone : 0047 40474170

Event: Region Summer get together and picnic.  
Bearsted Green Classic Car Show   
Date: 31st July 
Location: Bearsted Green, Bearsted 
Contact: Kent Region – Justin & Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

August

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill   
Date: 5th-7th August 
Location: Marley Eternit Social Club, Whaddon Road, 
Meldreth 
Contact: Trevor knowles.madhouse@virgin.net

Event: Croft Nostalgia    
Date: 6th – 7th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car and military 
vehicle show. 
Contact: http://www.croftmilitary.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park    
Date: 14th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Biggar Rally    
Date: 14th August 
Location: Biggar. Rally, static car show, concours and 
autojumble.  Camping also available.   
Date: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Oulton Park Mini Festival   
Date: Saturday 20th August 2016 
Location: Oulton Park Raceway 
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Coopers at Combe Track Day  
Date: 20th August 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Graham Robinson -  
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run (Touring assembly) 
Date: 21st August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard -   
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

September

Event: Tetbury Classic Car Show    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Tetbury, Gloucester 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Mini Fest 2016    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse 
Contact: http://www.britishminiclub.co.uk/about-the-
club/mini-fest

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 9th – 11th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: 11th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: 17th-18th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: 17th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: Stoke Prior Steam Rally    
Date: 19th September 
Location: Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire 
Contact: http://www.shakespearesrally.com/ MCR 
Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

October

Event: Minis to Monte 2016  
(Event full but reserve list open)  
Date: 1st - 8th October 
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -    
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Malvern Classic Car, Historic Commercial and Mini Show 
Date: 9th October 
Location: Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcs 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: 16th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally   
Date: 22nd October 
Location: TBC 
Contact: Niall Cook – Newcastle & Durham Region 
naillcook@tiscalli.co.uk

November

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 11th - 13th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

0843 453 9000  MINI-FESTIVAL.CO.UK
*Advance tickets available until midday Wed 17 Aug. Postage fee applies. Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

STUNT SHOW

TRADE VILLAGE

LIVE MUSIC

MINI PARADES AND  
DEMONSTRATIONS

FUNZONE PLUS MORE  
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

ONLINE* TICKETS FROM £19   KIDS UNDER 13 FREE

SPECIAL

DISCOUNTS

AVAILABLE FOR MINI 

OWNERS AND CLUBS

See website for details
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IMM 2016 – Lommel Belgium 12th to 16th May 2016
By Justin Ridyard

In the excitement of going to my first 
international IMM, I must admit I didn’t take 

too much notice of the venue. We set off 
in the morning on, what for us, was a very 
short 2 minute journey to the port of Dover 
to board the ferry to France. Once on board 
the ferry, we met up with friends and my 
excitement started to build in anticipation of 
our trip. After enjoying a nice breakfast on 
board, I made a quick trip to the duty free 
shop in order to buy some wine for Annmarie, 
whereas I was looking forward to drinking 
something a little more local. Then, before we 
knew it, we were in Calais already.

After a dash to Gent for a lunch stop and a 
confusing petrol station, unfortunately I had 
an allergic reaction to a chicken baguette I had 

eaten. My eyes started streaming, my neck 
came up in hives and my hands were itching 
like mad! I put the air con on in the car in 
freeze mode and Annmarie put on her lovely 
new Kent Region rally jacket on and huddled 
under a blanket in order to keep warm. 

The next notable part of the journey was when 
we hit heavy traffic around Antwerp. It was 
so bad we were forced to seek an alternative 
route which took in some very interesting 
roads with one or two double backs alongside 
a canal and a game of unwelcome chicken with 
a cement mixer on our side of the road (I was 
on the correct side). The route did take us past 
a supermarket so we took the opportunity to 
stock up on various local beers - when in Rome 
and all that!
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On arrival at the venue for the IMM it did not take 
Annmarie more than 2 seconds to spot the 13 
rather large wind turbines and comment that it 
was likely to be windy! To be honest, having not 
taken too much notice of the location of the camp 
site until this point was probably not wise, but we 
were determined for it not to dampen our spirits. 
So, we set up camp and erected the club banners 
in our reserved area next to the Mini Freakz Club 
and their rather interesting kites. These ended up 
being very useful to locate camp after a few beers 
at the social marquee – note to self for future 
events - large flag pole and kites! 

Already on site were members from the Essex 
Region who advised us that the day before the 
wind had dropped around 7pm in the evening. 
However, the wind in fact did not drop at 
7pm on the day of our arrival and nor again 
for the whole weekend! The temperature 
did unfortunately drop in the evening. Still 
determined for our sprits to remain high, 
we got any early night, only for the wind to 
increase once more during the night. I went to 
visit the Portaloos and, after collecting all our 
banners which had been blown down on to the 
ground, I returned to our tent. We then listened 
to two hours of ‘Drum and Bass’ music which 
was not in our tent but about 1,000 yards from 
it. A lovely soothing sound to send us to sleep 
along with our air bed vibrating to the bass!  

Saturday was windy! Kent members Greg, 
Paula and Ben Jones arrived for breakfast after 
a very early start. We all toured the site and the 
superb trade stands as well as taking part in the 
rocker cover racing. This time, the track was 
suited to our weighted racers; LBL 6D was a 
respectable 5th out of 55 rocker covers. 33 EJB 
was not so lucky even with its 2014 signature 
on it from Paddy himself. The rocker covers 
once again got much attention from all. In the 
evening the temperature again dropped so we 
turned to the 11.4 percent Trappist Ale which 
was more like whiskey than beer! Saturday 
night is always fantastic at any IMM, so off we 
went to the main marquee for a beer and a 
boogie. The warmth in numbers of bodies 
was welcome and, after a fantastic evening of 
catching up with many friends from all over 
Europe, and even 15 minutes of the DJ playing 
Meatloaf (how many DJ’s play Meatloaf?), 
Annmarie screamed and set off to continue 
dancing with the many German Mini enthusiasts 
going crazy! We returned to our tent slightly 
sqwiffy in the rain. I think I commented once or 
twice that, had Meatloaf manged to say what 
he needed to in 3.45 seconds like most other 
artists, we probably would have stayed dry! 

On Sunday morning, most of the air had escaped 
from our airbed and spirits for me had lowered, 
although were quickly raised again with a bacon 
roll for breakfast! We decided to pack up early 
and head into Holland as it was so close and from 
there book a B&B close to the French/Belgium 
border for our last night. Annmarie nearly 
knocked me over with a massive hug when I told 
her my plan. I sort of got the idea she was too 
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cold and really looked forward to a warm bath 
and a comfy bed. The stay in Ypres hit the spot, 
a delightful B&B and a meal out in the city. 

We then decided to take a slow journey back to 
Calais, taking in a few sights and returned home 
to our teens, who were pleased to have us back. 
Managing on their own may have sounded good 
but, in reality, it’s easier for mum and dad to be 
around to feed them and run them around.  

The event was hosted by the Mini Fun Club 
Belgium and we must say thank you for your 
warm hospitality and friendly welcome. Although 
cold and drained for much of the event, we did 
genuinely enjoy most parts of the weekend, 
especially catching up with many friends from the 
Mini scene. For anyone who has not been at an 
IMM before, it is truly an international event with 
clubs from every part of Europe attending.

I am looking forward to the IMMs in Ireland, 
Portugal and then Bristol!

Justin Ridyard
14 | www.minicooper.org
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For many of us, it’s probably difficult to imagine life in 
the immediate post-war with the hardships placed 

on society by the hostilities – dependant upon our age of 
course. Certainly many of our parents and grandparents had 
a frugal existence for at least the first ten years after World 
War Two ended. A family with a car was an exception, not 
the rule, the point of having a car made even more difficult 
with fuel rationing. So, to be involved in motor sport wasn’t 
often on too many people’s minds, but it was on those of 
two young enthusiasts, one of whom could tap into his 
dad’s vast experience. Of course, it also helped they had the 
right connections, but things could have been a lot different 
if the original intent of building a ‘mud plugging’ Trials special 
had materialised.

To indulge in such motor sporting pleasures in the early 
post-war years was no doubt helped by having a few quid. 
Eric Brandon, then 25, with access to his family’s Halsey’s 
Electrical business could help there. He was almost 3 years 
to the day older than his toolmaker mate: John Cooper 
aged 22, and his experienced 52 year old dad, Charles, with 
his Surbiton based garage facilities at their disposal - but 
only after hours! This meant mud plugging was quickly 
scratched from the agenda when Cooper junior was 
exposed to what would become ‘The 500 Club’ movement. 
Having only come into the thoughts of a group of Bristol 
Aeroplane Co Motor Sports Club enthusiasts near the end 
of 1945, the concept gained publicity in the pages of The 
Motor slightly later in April 1946.

Seventy years ago, in 1946, circuit racing was in limbo and 
needing to find a proper home again. There had been an 
event in North London’s Cockfosters estate, prior to its full 
development on 14 July 1945, but the likes of Goodwood, 
Silverstone, et al were still pipe dreams for enterprising 
Motor Club individuals awaiting their demob from the 
War Ministry. Thus, hill-climbing and sprints, or speed 
trials as they tended to be called, had to suffice. So, the 
Coopers got ‘coopering’ and between them turned out 
their interpretation of a small 500cc racing car after the odd 
favour was forthcoming, not least getting their hands on a 
Speedway JAP engine and rear end damaged Fiat Topolinos 
to graft the salvaged front end/suspension from the baby 
Fiats together. One of these was supplied by a man who 
would also build racing cars, John Heath of HWM.

The five week effort to build the prototype of what would 
be the two early JAP motorcycle-engined Cooper specials 
lead to the shared competition debut of the new Cooper 
special at the Prescott Hillclimb on 27th & 28th July 1946. 
However, in the run up to the event (Friday 26th) that 
rascal John, with Cooper Garages’ trade plate registration 
plate 307 PD, took the prototype for a spin and caused a 
bit of a racket around Surbiton. Even so, it wasn’t enough 
to stop the Cooper specials’ Prescott debut going without 
hiccups, nor another that would follow. Just 500cc of J A 
Prestwich, Charles Cooper-breathed upon ‘Speedway’ 
JAP engine produced enough torque to set forth a series 
of engine mount failures and head scratching to prevent 
it from continuing to happen. Also at the July Prescott 
meeting, John fluffed a gear change and bent a valve. They 
were however, young, keen and, although not the first 
within the ‘The 500 Club’ movement to create their own 
cars, one of the very earliest to have a car running. Just 
two 500s were built and run before the Coopers. In the 
circumstances, they were about to get noticed and soon 
there were plans afoot to help make motor sport easier to 
be a part of. 
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

July 1946 Prescott paddock John and Charles Cooper  
with the prototype Cooper Special 500

Go to  http://www.britishpathe.com/video/racing-car/ to view a great piece of British 
Pathe film showing John Cooper being a rascal around Surbiton in Cooper T2



Essentially John and Eric’s 1946 events with one of the 
Cooper specials consisted of four events. That first Prescott 
was followed by another 31st August event with further 
engine mounting issues as previously mentioned. Their 
third event was the Brighton Speed Trials on Madeira 
Drive on 7th September. Early that morning this brought 
on another of John’s Kingston by-pass tests! As he stated in 
an April 47 IOTA feature, “It was a joy to be alive, though 
the occupants of the houses probably thought otherwise, 
and I believe blamed the “Hellish” racket on to Jeff Taylor 
whose works are situated nearby and who was also racing 
at Brighton that day.” Jeff was in fact Geoffrey Taylor, who 
built Alta racing cars in the area and got the blame that 
time, but no doubt the locals would soon learn who the real 
culprits were as they spotted Cooper racing cars on their 
streets and by-ways in the years to come!

Brighton showed promise with their efforts to iron out the 
bugs in the Cooper special when both John and Eric ran 
entry number 29 Cooper in two classes. John raced in the 
‘Racing Cars up to 850cc’ – that he duly won with a 35.81 
second run over the 1 kilometre course. Eric was running 
in the ‘Racing Cars up to 1100cc’ and gained a 4th place in 
class. Amongst their fellow competitors were Alec Issigonis 
and George Dowson with their Lightweight special and 
Marcus Chambers running his Austin. A name or two, part 
of BMC and Mini folklore. ‘Issi’ came second to Cooper and 
Dowson won the 1100 class. 

The fourth 1946 meeting for John and Eric was the West 
Court Speed Trails – run by the Hants and Berks Motor 
Club at Finchhampstead on 15th September. That day 
dawned with a hostile reception from Cooper senior when 
awoken by Eric breaking a manhole cover in the process 
of loading up the car below Charles’ Surbiton garage flat. 
Despite this inauspicious start, West Court turned out to be 
a successful day for John and Eric. The full entry list reads as 
a ‘who’s who’ of British motor sport of the day– including 
Sydney Allard, Roy Salvadori, Daniel Richmond and Ken 
Wharton to name a select few.

With 13 entrants in Class 5 (Racing Cars up to 1100cc), but 
what appear to be 10 starters, John and Eric did themselves 
proud with the following times:
• 58 J Cooper Cooper Special 498 1st run 25.7; 2nd run 

24.73;
• 60 E Brandon Cooper Special 498 1st run 27.66; 2nd run 

24.42.
This would have given a few other drivers and larger Class 
cars a fright, because they too could only muster 24 point 
something on second passes at best. After this, enthusiasm 
down Surbiton way was on a high.

So, by the end of 1946, the 500 Club was gaining popularity. In 
‘The Sporting Side’ feature of the 8 January 1947 ‘The Motor’ 
magazine, there’s a piece titled ‘The 500 Virus’ stating the 
Club already had a membership of 247 with 67 cars under 
construction, garnered so successfully because of the club’s 
ethos to help amateur racing car builders get started. Showing 
some of his astute ways, Charles Cooper knew that not 
everybody had the wherewithal to build a racing car, so Cooper 
made mention in early April 1947 of their intent to start 
production to ‘make hay’ from this ‘500 Virus’. At the time they 
were in the process of completing a small streamlined sports 
car with a Triumph motorcycle engine and Eric Brandon’s own 
slightly tweaked second version of the prototype Cooper 
special. A couple of the ever so slightly visible differences 
between each car were the nose/grille treatment, slightly 
different in shape to number 1, and a more sloped placement of 
the grille. While on Number1’s there were two spaced dimples 
under the grille area, on its RHS cockpit area there was a lever 
poking through the bodywork and Eric’s car did not feature 
this. The head fairing on each of the engine covers differ too, 
on number1 it looks like an afterthought and on Eric’s car it’s 
made to be there, plus it’s made dimensionally smaller. There 
was also a lone inch added to the wheelbase of Eric’s car to 
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Eric Brandon

Part of 15th September 1946 West Court entry list
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accommodate his frame a little easier. As far as I can establish, 
this car made a brief appearance with number1 on the Saturday 
of the two day, Prescott practice meeting held on 26-27th April 
1947 and there is photographic evidence of them together at 
the 11th May 1947 Prescott meeting. Around that time there 
was also a bit of publicity for the Cooper-Triumph sports car 
in the pages of the 23 April 1947 issue of ‘The Motor’ and a 
month later in ‘The Autocar’. 

Event wise, 1947 brought forth a greater variety of events, 
seeing John and Eric criss-crossing England. But in the main 
that’s not what this Old Cooper Stuff feature is about. It’s 
just a reminder of the efforts those three men and their little 
‘child’s car’ – as some of the press christened it at the time – 
played in our interests. We know who got the last laugh!

Retrospectively, in Cooper model ‘Type-number’ codes, the 
Cooper special prototype became T2, Brandon’s T3 and the 
Cooper-Triumph T4, with the T1 title entrusted to the Cooper-
Austin 7 special of 1935 – John’s 12th birthday present.  

Stephen Dalton

Upon showing this photo to Mr Cooper (as I always called him) in 1997, he recalled that it was a visit he made with the 
Cooper special prototype to the Cadets of Sandhurst – Royal Military Academy. He’s the one with the pipe in the middle.

Artists impression of Eric Brandon Cooper 500 by Peter Garnier

Dwarfed by the 1904 Mercedes 18/28, John Cooper sits 
in the 500-based, Cooper-Triumph T4 sports car at the 
Brighton Speed Trials.
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BRYAN PURVES 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryanpurves1@gmail.com 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
Autocar test on SOH 956H

This article, loaned to me by Pat 
Walker, is a road test that could quite 

happily be covered by Alan Clark in his 
1275GT Register and would not be out 
of place in the Ex-Works & Competitions 
Car Register, since SOH 956H was a 
car subsequently modified and entered 
on rallies by Special Tuning, who, as 
many will know, resided next to the 
Competitions Department at Abingdon.

The road test, dated 13th November 
1969, kicked off with singing the praises 

of the Mini but commenting that it was getting long in the tooth 
and was, indeed, in need of updating, hence the introduction of 
the Mini Clubman and this 1275GT – which was stated as being a 
replacement for the 998 Mini Cooper that was being phased out. 
With the new car came the revolution of wind-up windows and 
a new facia that actually now contained a rev-counter. Despite 
the rev-counter, power was rather strangulated. The engine was 
pulled from the Austin-Morris 1300 range (and not the Cooper 
S engine). The 1275cc lump had its compression reduced to 8:1 
and, with that, power dropped markedly to a humble 59bhp with 
torque equally down at 66lb.ft. Frustratingly the automatic version 
had its compression boosted to 8.8:1 to offset the power sapping 
automatic transmission.

The gear ratios were not as well spaced but the tester didn’t 
care for the rather short final drive at 3.65:1 making motorway 
cruising rather tiresome, with 86mph showing 5730rpm on the rev-
counter (he must have been abroad!). Wacked round to 6500rpm 
in each gear gave 30, 47 and 72mph in first, second and third gear 
respectively. To get the best acceleration figures he could out of the 
car, the tester discovered the best method was to pull 4500rpm 
and drop the clutch and let the wheel spin find grip (hooligans!). 
The best overall figures were found when changing up at 6000rpm, 
although they said it was a very strained engine past 5500rpm. The 
product of all this tyre shredding was a 0-60 being reached in 14.7 
seconds, midway between that of the 998 Cooper and the 1275 S 
we were told.

Driving manners were reported as very good with a highly tractable 
engine quite happy to pull four people along at 25mph in fourth 
gear and accelerate smoothly all the way up to its maximum speed 
without dropping down a gear. Despite the low compression engine, 
the engine didn’t like three star fuel and was much happier with four 
star (those were the days) and overall consumption was 30.2 mpg 
on mixed use, but climbed to 35 mpg on a brisk cross country trip 
– the miniscule 5½ gallon fuel tank did restrict the car's range to a 
sensible 150 miles.

Of course, the legendary handling of the Mini was excitedly reported 
upon and the wider 4½ J Rostyle wheels, shod with Dunlop SP68 
tyres, helped to improve it further. They noted roll was minimal but 
the Hydrolastic suspension did produce a lot of bonnet lift and dip 
under hard acceleration and braking (shocking news!). Despite this, 
with the slightly stiffer Hydo units fitted to the GT, the ride comfort 
they felt had been adversely compromised making it uncomfortable 
on poor quality roads. The brakes however scored well, with the 
servo being much appreciated and no brake fade was experienced 
even under hard continual use.

The all new interior was well received, with the GT’s seats being 
reported as more comfortable and offering better support. The star 
of the interior was the all new three instrument binnacle in front 
of the driver – now forsaking the oval instrument binnacle in the 
centre of the dashboard. We’ve already mentioned the inclusion 
of the revcounter being much appreciated. The wind up windows 
provided at the expense of the traditional Mini door pockets, it 
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was assumed, would be a happy exchange.  Heating and ventilation 
were enhanced by the fresh-air eye ball outlets at each end of the 
dashboard and demisting was further improved with the optional 
extra of the Triplex heated rear window. 

The overall conclusion was this was the best Mini ever and the update 
was well received (but they didn’t like the 1275GT ‘sidewinder’ strips 
– all very hip in the day) but all thought the car, good as it was, was 
over-priced at £834 compared to what else was available at the time. 
Servicing, at every 3000 miles, was observed to be a lot easier with 
the extra 4” of extra space under the longer bonnet.   

As we know, the 1275GT was a popular car at the time, but one that 
history has not treated kindly, until recently that is. Now 1275GTs are 
much sought after and prices are climbing.

Robert Young
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CELEBRATING 70 YEARS
1946 - 2016

PRESCOTT SPEED HILLCLIMB 
SATURDAY 30th JULY 2016

Mini Coopers Wanted 
for Static Display or to Compete.

The Mini Cooper Register has been invited to take part in the 70th anniversary celebration 
of the Cooper Car Company, which will also be a round of the DEWS Speed Championship.

All owners of Mini Coopers from 1961 to date will be welcome to park together at the event 
and possibly take part in a lunchtime cavalcade run up the hill.

The Warwickshire region with help from Herts & North London region, Bill Price and 
Owners plan to recreate a BBC Rally Sprint Event held on 1st February 1964 to 

celebrate Paddy Hopkirk’s Monte Carlo Rally success in 33 EJB with a display of period 
cars and a demonstration run during the lunch break.

Please book entry tickets through Prescott website 
contact cliffporter@me.com for parking pass

 www.prescott-hillclimb.com/events/tickets/members-meeting

Competitors please  mention “Mini Cooper Class” on entry form
www.prescott-hillclimb.com/uploads/2106%20generic

%20entry%20form%20final.pdf  
Closing date 12th July

Further details from Cliff Porter – cliffporter@me.com

In association with:

cliffporter@me.com
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classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.

FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves



Members’ cars photo gallery
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My Mini ‘as found’ and acquired in October 2015

Mainly originally interior but showing its age nicely!

Engine bay with original engine and gearbox  
but needing some restoration/preservation

Rear shot of the car note Works type petrol cap fitted by me

First job done carburettor overhauled

Obvious sign of a John Alley rollover bar having been fitted

I bought my 1961 Clipper blue 850 Mini at the end of last year and was 
attracted by the fact that it had retained a lot of its original features 

including the engine and gearbox, but it also had a nice patina to it. 
Although needing some restoration, it is not a basket case by any means 
and what further attracted me to buy it was the fact that it had obviously 
been rallied at some point in time. This is evidenced by the car having had 
a rollover bar fitted as can be seen in the photo of the back parcel shelf. 
Additionally, the underside of the floor of the car has the battle scars of 
being driven over rough terrain not to mention being caked in dry mud. 

It was the rallying history that the car displayed which has inspired me 
to embark on building it into a replica of one of the early 850 Works 
Minis. And so I have started to research what went into building the 

early Works cars as well as acquiring some of the parts that I will need 
in order to achieve the desired result. 

I am also planning to cover my project in CooperWorld updating as and 
when I progress with work on the car which I hope members might 
find of interest. So, the photos here will effectively be the ‘as found’ 
ones prior to work on the car being commenced.

Finally, if anyone recognises the car number plate and knows something 
about it or its former owners then please do get in contact with me. I 
would be particularly interested to hear about the car’s rallying history.

Paul Sulma



TECHNICAL TOPICS − 
By Richard Pengelly

A t the end of part 2 of my articles on tyre age 
I mentioned that I would be contacting the 

Department of Transport to see if, in the light of 
comments made by tyre manufacturers, they had any 
more to say on the matter. I also enquired if they would 
extend their current guidance that tyres should not be 
more than 10 years old on the steering wheels of Public 
Service Vehicles (PSVs) to passenger cars.

Since lodging my enquiry via my local MP, we had a general 
election, my MP changed and the VW emissions scandal 
broke, all of which sent my enquiry down to the bottom 
of the pile. However, in February this year, whilst I was 
on holiday, I did receive a reply from Andrew Jones MP, 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department 
of Transport.

Whilst they recognised my concern on tyre age, they felt 
that their evidence showed that the number of personnel 
injury accidents due to illegal, defective or under inflated 
tyres was steady at 1%. On this basis, although they would 
continue to check and monitor PSVs, they felt that there 
was no justification to extend additional monitoring of 
passenger car tyre age.

However, although accidents attributed to tyre problems 
have been steady at 1% of all reported accidents, this did 
not stop the DoT issuing guidance for PSV vehicles following 
the September 2012 Hindhead bus crash. This leads me to 
feel that the 1% notified personnel accident statistic only 
tells part of the story. The government web site referred 
to by Andrew Jones is https://www.gov.uk/government/
statistical-data-sets/ras50-contributory-factors

For those who have not seen the DoT guidance it is  
as follows:

''Guidance on the use of older tyres on buses and coaches. 
In September 2012, a coach crashed on the A3 due to 
loss of control following a blow-out. Three people lost 
their lives and others were seriously injured. The coroner 
concluded that the catastrophic failure of the left front 
tyre was the result of deterioration due to its age. It was 
also noted that there were no obvious signs of tyre defects 
prior to the incident. 

As a precaution, the Department for Transport strongly 
recommends that tyres over 10 years old should not be fitted 
to the front axles of buses and coaches. Such tyres should be 
fitted only to the rear axles of vehicles as part of a twin tyre 
combination. 

Determining tyre age 
Finding out how old your tyres are is simple, as tyres 
manufactured after the year 2000 have a four digit code with 
the first two digits representing the week of manufacture and 
third and fourth digits representing the year. 

Tyres manufactured before the year 2000 have a three 
digit code with the first two digits representing the week of 
manufacture and third digit representing the year. So, 258 
means week 25 of 1998. If you are not sure about the age of 
your tyres, their general condition or suitability for use seek 
professional guidance from your tyre contractor or supplier''

The Caravan Club still stick to their recommended 
5 year life and not more than 7 years total usage for 
caravan tyres. They say they have statistics to back up this 
recommendation but I have not seen these published in a 
statistical format. However, caravan tyres suffer from age 
not wear related problems like classic cars.

Tyres Part 4 - Tyre age - what the 
Department of Transport say

My feeling is that the DoT tyre life recommendation for PSVs  is a good guidance 
for classic cars and especially Minis. If you think about it, with front wheel drive, 
Mini tyres take the driving force as well as vehicle weight and cornering forces. 
Most PSVs are rear wheel driven and therefore their tyres are not subjected 
to this additional driving force loading. This means the 10 year front tyre 
recommendation should be considered as an absolute maximum age guideline for 
any front wheel drive car.

I have had club members come up to me and say they are still using 20 year old 
tyres. Well, this may be OK for small distances or going to the shops, but even 
for these small local journeys you are putting yourself and others at risk and 
remember your tyre is your only contact with the road.

Whilst writing these series of articles I have been encouraged by the Surrey 
Coroner, Richard Travers, who kindly sent me his correspondence with DoT and 
encouraged me to press them for additional passenger car guidance. The DoT's 
tyre age guidance for PSVs was issued as a direct result of Richard's persistence 
and it represents the first acknowledgement by the DoT that age is a factor when 
evaluating tyre performance. 

Richard Pengelly ©   

Hindhead bus crash September 2012  when a 19 year old tyre failed 
without warning sending the bus went off the road crashing into a 
tree killing three people
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01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR
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Eypynt Ranges Rally 2016
By Clive King

COMPETITION

the car ran with no problems. I had fitted new 
Yokohoma tyres on the car to try and get the 
best possible grip if it was to rain.

Scrutineering was held on the same day as 
the rally but 6am for the start of scrutineering 
made for a very early start! The scrutineering 
all went well and none of the Minis had any 
problems. We were then able to check the 
stages, with one run over each stage to check 
the organiser’s notes. 

However, as the rally got underway the heavens 
opened and, as always in Wales, it started to rain 
heavily. We were seeded at car 36 with a total of 
20 Minis entered so it would be important for a 
quick run over the first few stages to try and pull 
a few seconds before everyone settled.

At the start of a stage and on the lights changing 
to green, I dropped the clutch but the road was 
extremely slippery with the rain, however we 
made it through the stage. We then went straight 
on to the next stage which was the format for 
the whole rally. Again, I pushed trying to commit 
to the blind crests flat out in top gear.

Stage completed and it was then back to 
service and compare our times. To my surprise 
we had been quickest over the first two stages 
with Peter Horsborough, Adrian Kermode, 
Shane Gamble and the rest not far behind. 
Andrew Ohanion and Paul Price had both 
stopped on the stages, however they then 
managed to get going again but had to take a 
maximum time for the stage.
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The second round of the Minisport HRCR Mini Cup took place over the May bank holiday 
weekend. For those that don’t know, the Eypynt Ranges are the military training grounds 

close to Breacon. The roads are some of the most demanding I have ever driven on, with the 
tarmac rising over blind crests and the road then turning off in another direction.

There are no trees to follow the road by, which makes it important to have quality pace notes to 
tell you which way the road will go over the next blind brow. It is also important to commit to 
the pace notes so as to obtain the best possible times.

My car, being the Minisport/J P Joinery Mini Cooper S, remained the same as it finished the Agbo 
stages apart from the starter motor having been rebuilt. We had been invited to a test day organised 
for all the championship contenders by Minisport about three weeks prior to the event, on which 

Clive King

Eric Davies
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COMPETITION
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We had only time for a dash and splash before we were away again with a re-run over the same 
two stages. Thankfully, Craig had help on this event from Paul for servicing so everything was 
completed in time.The next stages went well for us and I felt that the tyres were working and 
was able to push the car hard until the last couple of miles where someone had dropped oil all 
over the road.

The stages continued until half way through the day where we had a longer break for lunch and 
we were able to have a look at the results. We had managed to stay in the lead over all the Minis 
with Shane and Adrian not far behind us.

The next stages were done in the reverse direction but the rain continued to come down. The 
start of the stage was covered in the oil that had been left by an earlier car on the previous stage. 
I backed off to make sure that we stayed on the road. Again, we completed two stages and then 
back for a quick dash and splash. It was then back out for the next two stages.

With four stages left to run we came to the flying finish to find the car running in front of us had 
broken down. Unfortunately, we had to wait for the guys to push it out of the way. Just off the 
finish Paul Price had parked up, so I pulled in front and shouted “put the rope on”. After several 
minutes of trying we could not get the rope attached to their car sadly.  We had to go to book into 

the control so left them to sort themselves out 
another tow, shooting off and just managing 
to book into the control on our minute. As 
we pulled away from the control I noticed the 
oil pressure had dropped to 15psi - normally 
my car runs 75psi. We drove into service and 
asked Craig to have a look at the pressure relief 
valve. Craig could not find anything wrong but 
the pressure had not improved. I decided to go 
out again but to ‘back off’ somewhat, hoping I 
would not wreck the engine.

On the next stage, with one eye on the 
oil pressure gauge, I started to short shift, 
i.e. change up at 6,500rpm to help the oil 
pressure. To my surprise the pressure went up 
to 75psi and stayed there. At the end of the 
stage the pressure also stayed at 75psi and did 
so all the way through the last few stages but 
was still low on tick over.

To our surprise we had still extended our lead 
over the other Minis but had dropped time to 
one of the Porches which had finished just 12 
seconds in front.   

Top 4 were as follows:
Clive King 25th O/A 1st Mini 47.51
Adrian Kermode 32nd O/A 2nd Mini 50.16
Shane Gamble 33rd O/A 3rd Mini  50.27
Jim Brindle 34 O/A 4th Mini 50.27

Shane had lost the clutch on the last stage and 
dropped from 2nd to 3rd on a tie break with 
Jim. Only two Minis failed to finish: one with 
engine problems, the other when Bruce Mills 
rolled his car on the last but one stage.

The organisers of this event put on a great rally 
and every one enjoyed themselves. Thanks 
must go to Anton Bird for not putting a pace 
note wrong all day which helped tremendously.

Clive King

Stewart Hart

Clive King
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Donington Historic Festival  30th April to 2nd May
By Jerry Filor

COMPETITION

speeds on the circuit during the races in the 
wet second half.

Unfortunately, I could only attend on one day 
but three of my exhibiters were there for 
the whole weekend enjoying the racing and 
atmosphere to the full.

Regular attendee, Howard Robinson, in 
his black with white roofed RSP registered 
H110 XFR, was a full time weekender. 
Simon Couzens and his family are another 
group of regular attendees too in their 1996 
Tahiti Blue Cooper Spi registered N954 
XOC. Mark Willis was the third weekender 
who had arrived from Folkestone in his 
1995 Rover Mini Cooper 1.3i with a Stage 
3 conversion painted black with a black and 
white checkered roof.

David Cook brought along his red with 
black roofed Mk1 Mini Cooper S registered 
EPM 162C. David has owned this car since 
1976 and is a very original example having 
undergone a long restoration. It certainly 
enjoyed a lot of attention while on the stand 
and he has kindly agreed to bring it to be 
displayed on the Mini Cooper Register stand 
at Stanford Hall in September.

Geoffrey Arnold brought along his 2005 John 
Cooper Works BMW MINI in red with a black 
roof. Finally, you couldn't fail to spot the bright 
yellow with a black stripe Mini 1.3i registered 
M703 0BE and belonging to Paul Dobrowski.

The photographs show the first three Minis to 
arrive and the two passes that were blagged 

for the feature parade laps went to Paul and 
Mark who are shown lining up.

There is a massive grass re-seeding exercise 
going on in areas that were intended for 
other things but, by next year, all the 
spectator viewing of the technical Kraner 
Curves will be restored.

Jerry Filor

This three day event is a delight of open 
paddocks, photo accessible pit areas and 

full grids of the most amazing vehicles dating 
from pre-war through to the 1990s. The 
weather, as per last year, was very changeable 
with high winds, rain and sunshine on the 
Saturday alone.

Qualifying took up the majority of Saturday 
morning but no Minis raced on the Saturday. 
I did catch sight of the immaculate Datapost 
1275GT pulling back into the pits during the 
qualifying period.

During the afternoon, while walking back 
across the rear of the pit area following the 
end of the Historic Touring Car Challenge for 
Pre 1991 Touring Cars, I spotted Mini engine 
supplier of note Nick Swift having just shared 
Patrick Watts’ MG Metro Turbo in a rain 
embellished race. Their race had started in 
the dry having qualified towards the front of 
the grid but, as the race went on, the more 
powerful Capris, Rover SDis, BMWs, Alfas 
and two very loud Camaros were gradually 
making good progress. The opening of the 
pit window for driver changes coincided with 
the rain starting and, for a while it was very 
busy in the pit lane as every car seemed to 
come in at the same time.

I asked Nick where he had finished but at that 
point he said he didn't know. He admitted that 
the race had been difficult for him as he had 
completed his driving stint in the wet on slicks.

It has to be said that all of the drivers showed 
great skill keeping their cars at competitive 
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First three cars on the stand,David Cook's Mk1 CooperS, 
Paul Dobrowski's 1.3SPi and Mark Willis' Rover 1.3i

Paul Dobrowski and his striking SPi with 
David Cook's immaculate Mk1 CooperS

Paul Dobrowski and Mark Willis  
sandwich a Caterham awaiting the Parade lap
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 u Free Agreed Value^
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 u  UK & EU breakdown worth over £100  
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MINI Challenge Brands Hatch GP Circuit - 7th/8th May
By David Young

COMPETITION

After the snow at Donington Park the 
previous weekend with very cold tyres, 

the MINI Challenge JCW class moved 
onto the sun drenched Brands Hatch GP 
circuit with very warm tyres. Being just the 
support races for the Blancpain GT series 
sprint cup, the Coopers and Ss were not 
running. However, lots of very expensive 
cars ranging from Ferraris, Bentleys, Audi 
A8s, BMWs to Lamborghinis etc were 
being raced and so the JCWs were in fine 
company. Only two races this weekend, 
one on each day with qualifying on Saturday 
morning. This was in total contrast to the 
compact timetable of the opening rounds 
at Donington two weeks ago.  Some of the 
JCWs that were damaged at Donington 
did not appear as well as some drivers! 
Neil Newstead and Jono Brown’s cars had 
been turned around after the momentous 
incident at Donington. Mark Steward’s car 
looked new too. What a great testimony 
to the professionalism of both Oakfield 
Motorsport and Excer8. Twenty three 
JCWs made the start and twenty three 
JCWs all made all the races through to the 
chequered flag. No incidents throughout the 
whole weekend.

However, in contrast, qualifying was cut 
short due to an excursion into the kitty 
litter at Paddock bend, which was the 
only real incident of the whole weekend. 
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Charlie Butler-Henderson on his way to Victory

Luke Caudle and Charlie Butler-Henderson leading the pack around Surtees
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Jono Brown (Excelr8) showed great form 
in getting the quickest time, 1:38.912, 
alongside Nathan Harrison (Coastal 
Racing), Chris Smith (Excelr8) and Rob 
Smith (MINI UK ViP), with the fastest time 
of the weekend.

Race 1 was a lights to flag victory for Jono 
while all the rest of the field had their own 
battles which made for exciting watching. 
Chris Smith and Nathan Harrison (2nd & 
3rd) had a great squabble with both drivers 
showing great race craft. Chris being 
left the smallest of openings going into 
Surtees, squeezed through and stayed in 
front to the flag. Charlie Butler-Henderson 
(MINI UK ViP) had moved up to 4th place 
followed by team mate Rob Smith (MINI 
UK ViP) and Brett Smith (Eurotech). 
The results were used for a reverse grid 
on Sunday from 4th giving Charlie pole 
followed by Rob Smith, Chris Smith and 
Nathan Harrison.

With race 2 scheduled to start at 3.30pm, 
the Sunday morning was a bit like a show 
and shine car show, all the JCWs were 
cleaned polished and all sparkly. MINI 
UK had lots of guests who were shown 
around the ViP team with Charlie Butler-
Henderson showing guests around his race 
car. The background sound of the GTs was 
superb too.

Charlie Butler Henderson and Nathan Harrison in Qualifying

Henry Neal and Mark Wakefield going round Surtees, they are team mates!

Jono Brown leading at Paddock Bend



Race 2 saw Rob Smith dart into the lead 
with Charlie close on his tail. By the 
second lap Charlie got past Rob, with 
Nathan Harrison also slipping past to take 
2nd place. The cars then all stayed in a 
solid line for most of the race - 12 laps 
and the top 5 did not change. Brett Smith 
and Luke Caudle had a good fight with 
Lawrence Davey in the middle and all very 
well behaved. Neil Newstead was still 
suffering from handling issues despite new 
shock absorbers and springs. However, 
the car still looked great in metallic green, 
very photogenic! Chris Smith had a great 
weekend with a 3rd and a 4th place whilst 
Nathan Harrison achieved a 4th and 2nd 
place. He was on fire all weekend and 
definitely one to watch.

With the end of race 2 all the drivers and 
teams packed away and departed Brands 
after a very warm incident free weekend. 
Roll on Silverstone, three weeks away!

David Young

COMPETITION

The Podium L-R Nathan Harrison, Charlie Butler-Henderson, Rob Smith

Chris Smith squeezing past Nathan Harrison at Surtees

Charlie Butler-Henderson pulling away from Nathan Harrison at Hawthorn Hill
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www.leacyclassics.com

FOR A FRIENDLY WELCOME AND GREAT ADVICE, WHY NOT VISIT OUR SHOP?
Aston Lane, Birmingham, B20 3BW

DELIVERY 
UK wide delivery available: For remote areas, offshore 
islands and international destinations please call.

STOCK 
This list is only part of our extensive stocks available for 
immediate delivery, However, inclusion in this list does not 
guarantee availability at the time of purchase. Please call 
to discuss your requirements.

PRICES
Prices are correct at the time of submission but may 
change before publication. Please check website or  
call to confirm prices. Prices shown include VAT at 20%

Tel: 0121 356 3003 · E-mail: info@min-its.com · www.leacyclassics.com

Thousands of parts for YOUR car
CABLES

Part Description  Price 

NAM7914 MINI CABLE THROTTLE 65  £5.10 

21A1204 MINI CABLE CHOKE TWIN CARB - COOPER/S MK1/2  £16.50 

SBF10027 MINI CHOKE CABLE 27 INCH - MINI 87 ONWARDS  £10.10 

SBB10186 MINI LHD SPI CABLE THROTTLE  £9.90 

GVC1034 MINI REAR BRAKE CABLE - MINI 76 >  £5.10 

GVC1035 MINI FRONT BRAKE CABLE - MINI 76 >  £3.30 

MANIFOLD & EXHAUSTS

GEX7761 MINI CATALYST GASKET  £2.10 

L61 MANIFLOW LCB Y PIECE  £34.80 

LST001A MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX SIDE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.40 

LST001B MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX CENTRE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.94 

LM004SIIR MANIFLOW STAGE 2 LCB WITH FITTINGS  £107.40 

LM005 MANIFLOW LARGE BORE LCB  £162.84 

BADGES

CZH2717 BADGE - LEYLAND HOUSE S&M 70-74/MGB/MINI A PANEL  £6.24 

DAB101130 BADGE-ITALIAN JOB-BONNET MINI  £28.50 

CZH1305 BADGE-FRONT MINI MK3 MINI/COOPER S  £18.90 

CZH4153 BADGE-MINI CLUBMAN(L)  £14.10 

CZH4154 BADGE-1275GT MINI RED/SILVER MINI 1275GT  £14.10 

UJB002 BADGE-UNION JACK  £8.10 

LAMPS

13H6479 MINI RH REAR LAMP 67-71  £48.72 

13H6480 MINI MKII LH REAR LAMP  £48.72 

XFB10082 MINI RH REAR LAMP 72-99  £42.84 

XFB10083 MINI LH REAR LAMP 72-99  £42.84 

ADU3018 SIDE LAMP/FLASHER RH CLUBMAN  £74.10 

13H3471A SEALED BEAM HEADLIGHT RHD WITH PILOT  £11.70 

AFU3389 FLASHER LAMP AMBER  £6.06 

ELECTRICS

BMK1727 STARTER SOLENOID MGB >67/S&M >75 /MINI MKII/TR5  £9.78 

BMK1539A VOLTAGE STABILISER JAG/MINI CLUBMAN NEG EARTH  £22.50 

DLB105 LUCAS SPORT IGN COIL  £21.30 

GXE4405 MOTOR STARTER S&M 58-79/SPIT 64-80/MGA 55-62  £57.60 

LUSSB106 BATTERY SWITCH ISOLATOR  £11.70 

GAE191A REVERSE LIGHT SWITCH MINI 72-96  £6.60 

CLUTCH

Part Description  Price 

GSY118 MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER 83.94  £39.30 

GSY118Z MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER REPRO  £24.00 

GSY110 CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER S&M 58-66/MINI 59-83/A11/1300  £28.20 

88G508 MINI FLYWHEEL LOCKING KEY 64-85 (DIAPHRAGM)  £9.04 

22A427 MINI CLUTCH PLUNGER STOP 58-96  £5.10 

GCK100AF CLUTCH ASSEMBLY  MINI 59-83  £51.00 

COOLING

12G2129 THICK FAN BLADE  £11.70 

CHS2515 THERMO COVER STUD MGA/B 55>/S&M 63-72/MINI  £1.44 

53K402 HEATER TAP STUD S&M 64-74/MOGGI 61-71/MINI  £0.72 

14A9988 MINI CABLE HEATER MINI MK1/2  £16.50 

GRD172 MINI RADIATOR 1300 MINI 92-96 SIDE MOUNTED TYPE  £75.30 

GRH240 MINI LOWER RAD HOSE MINI >89 1275 >89/998 >92  £8.70 

SEALS

ADU5738 MINI OIL SEAL DIFF/SHAFT 58-20  £0.85 

DAM3022 MINI ROD GAITER GEARBOX CHANGE  £3.42 

CGE10038 MINI RH DOOR SEAL CHECK ARM 86>  £5.10 

CGE10039 MINI RH DOOR SEAL CHECK ARM 86>  £5.10 

CZH4052 MINI RH SEAL-CHECKSTRAP MINI UPTO VIN 324224  £2.94 

CZH4053 MINI LH SEAL-CHECKSTRAP MINI UPTO VIN 324224  £2.94 

WIPERS

37H4836 WIPER MOTOR STRAP  £4.32 

AAU1909 WIPER TUBE RACK 35IN S&M/TR5/6 SPIT/GT6/MINI/JAG  £18.90 

13H4718 MOTOR WIPER PAD 67-97  £3.42 

13H5629 WIPER ARM RHD MINI 58-76  £3.25 

37H7201 MINI WHEEL PLINTH KIT 67-96  £4.25 

RTC202A WIPER RACK 74-91/TR/MINOR/MG  £8.49 

LMG1051 TUDOR LABEL WASHER BOTTLE MGA/B/C >71/S&M>74/MINI/AH ALL  £2.19 

BRAKES

13H5541 MINI HANDBRAKE GRIP  £1.74 

1G5999 RETURN SPRING PEDAL  £2.34 

FAM8356 HANDBRAKE LEVER GRIP LATE MINI  £5.10 

GDB105 BRAKE DRUM MINI 850-1000  £14.10 

GDB106 BRAKE DRUM MINI COOPER MK1/2 COOPER S  £14.70 

GBS733 MINI FRONT BRAKE SHOES  £12.30 
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Minis at Wiscombe Park Hillclimb
By Tony Salter

May the 15th saw a group of MCR 
members go to Wiscombe Park in 

Devon to participate in the Wiscombe 
Hillclimb. Situated in a deep valley with the 
driveway to Wiscombe house serving as the 
track; this course is both challenging and 
enjoyable, although the latter is also reliant 
on the weather. The sun thankfully was in 
evidence for the majority of the day, albeit 
the air temperature was a little chilly at times, 
nonetheless, the conditions were excellent 
for competing.

We entered in class 1a for modified 
production cars under 1.4 litres. The class had 
a total of 13 entrants of which 6 were Minis.  
Scrutineering and signing on was all completed 
before 8am and we received the call to the 
start line at around 8.30am. I was first out of 
the Minis in my Rover Cooper, but due to a 
combination of braking too early and a poor 
line at Sawbench (an uphill hairpin bend) I 
considered my mid-fifties time to be rather 
poor. Fortunately, or, perhaps otherwise for 
them, Paul Holloway and Barbara Alexander 
posted similar times. After the return down 
the hill, we convened by the coffee van in the 
sunshine to discuss tactics and performance.  
Very relaxing! 

The second run was considerably better for 
all parties, I managed to pull out a time that 
was some 2 seconds faster, but this was still in 
practice. Unfortunately, at this point one of the 
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other Minis in the class had to retire due to a 
broken waterpump.

We all carried out a little tinkering with our 
cars whilst waiting for our third run. Despite 
an occasional dark cloud passing over our 
heads, those runs went well. We all managed 
to improve on our times, especially so Paul 
who posted a time that was a second quicker; 
quite a margin on a hillclimb.  

Over the winter I have had to change my 
brakes and tyres from the normal 12” with 
8.4 discs to enable me to use competitive 
rubber since the recent change in the MSA’s 
tyre rules.  I had thought this would prove 
to be somewhat of a disadvantage, both in 
terms of braking, and also getting use to the 
feel. However, this was not the case as I found 
the brake pedal gave the same amount of feel 
and the retardation was as good if not slightly 
more predictable. I found myself braking later 
at the gate corner as well as at Sawbench; 
sadly though a good line after braking at 
Martini (a difficult steep uphill hairpin bend) 
still eluded me.

Paul Holloway’s 1275GT performed very 
well and looked immaculate.  Barbara’s 
‘NAF’ MK1 Cooper seems to have 
overcome its handling issues, now that Mike 



has changed the rear subframe and it went 
very well.  Improvements came on our 
last run but, unfortunately, Natalie Puddy, 
who was there in a beautiful MK1 Cooper 
S suffered a suspected diff failure over the 
finish line.  

Sadly though we could not get close enough 
for any class silverware, as a rapid Nissan 
Micra that was double driven and a Suzuki 
Swift were just too quick for our Minis. 

There is not always a need to join another 
motor club to compete in your car, as 
the MCR is affiliated to the Motorsports 
Association and many organising clubs invite 
the MCR via the regional associations that 
the club also belongs to. So, hillclimbing and 
sprinting is a relatively cheap and accessible 
way to get more out of your car and the MCR. 

Tony Salter

COMPETITION
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Rally Festival Trasmiera 2016
By Tom Bradley

COMPETITION

After having taken part in the Trasmiera Rally Festival in 
2015 in my double Championship winning  Mini Clubman 

1275GT (GTL 430N), I was again invited by the organisers to 
take part in this year’s event which took place on 26th, 27th 
and 28th of May. We were the only Mini entered on the event 
and if you look closely at the photos you will see the MCR 
sticker in the front windscreen of our car.

The deal was that it would cost 600 Euros and would include 
3 nights B&B in a four star hotel, entry fee and the provision 
of a Spanish log book and competition licence. The deal also 
included a discounted ferry fare from Portsmouth to Santander 
and return as well as £800 for a towing vehicle and trailer.

Having booked the ferry in November 2015 I then started on 
preparing the car. On the last event I participated in I lost the 
clutch so I installed a new clutch master cylinder, a new clutch 
slave cylinder and a new clutch plate. I then fitted new Spax 
adjustable shockers all round. Finally, I bought new Hans Devices 
for my navigator and I since participating vehicles have to comply 
with current safety regulations and all items have to be in date.

This year my wife and I decided that we would stay over after 
the event and spend a week’s holiday in the North of Spain. We 
were due to catch the ferry with the other 24 British crews on 
the Tuesday before the event. A fortnight before we were due 
to sail however, Brittany Ferries cancelled the outbound ferry 
and so began the mad scramble to organise another crossing.  
All other ferries to Santander were fully booked so we had 
to cross from Portsmouth to Caen and drive down through 
France. Brittany Ferries refunded us half the original fare and 
also gave us a lump sum for fuel through France.

This was the start of a run of problems.  The fuel tank on the 
towing vehicle then started to leak and had to be replaced as 
well as the brake pads which also had to be replaced due to 
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excessive wear. Two days before we were 
due to leave I was torquing up the wheel nuts 
on the Mini and a stud sheered.  I found I had 
no spare studs - calamity! But fortunately Rob 
Eastwood at Minispares had a couple of sets 
with me by the next morning.   

So, we set off from North Notts on Sunday 
22nd May to stay overnight in Portsmouth 
and catch the Monday morning ferry. As 
we got to Portsmouth Brittany Ferries sent 
us a text telling us that the tanker drivers 
in France were on strike, so fuel would be 
hard to find and no fuel cans were allowed 
to be carried with fuel in cars! We arrived in 
France and, yes dear reader, we had a bad 
job getting diesel in the north of the country 
but we did eventually make it to the Spanish 
border without further mishap.

This year we found that a new stage had been 
added and after getting together with my 
Spanish co-driver, Iker Ballerdi Goiri, we went 
off pace noting and checking the pace notes 
from last year on the other stages. The 24 
British crews were all together in the service 
area joined by all the crews from Spain, 
France, Ireland and England which made for a 
fabulous Carnival atmosphere!

The stages are all Tarmac on closed public 
roads and in the main in the foothills of the 
Pyrenees. Iker, as always, does his notes on his 
iPad!  I did learn one thing from Iker this year 
and that was the Spanish call a hairpin bend 
PAELLA - when you think about it, it sounds 
reasonable enough though. The weather this 
year was fine with a bit of cloud but nice and 
warm which suited my Yokohamas AO48 tyres.

Thursday evening opened with the spectator 
Super Special Stage and then into the Friday 
and Saturday stages.  It was estimated that 
there were a quarter of a million spectators 
on the event over the three days.  Numbers 
very like the Lombard RAC Rally had in the 
late 1970s.  Unbelievable numbers in this 
day and age though.

On the Saturday during the late morning 
stage I had my moment of good luck after a 
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moment of bad luck.  Storming down off the 
mountain there was a 200 yard straight into 
a series of 45 degree left and right bends into 
a 90 degree (tightening) right with just the 
Armco on the outside before a big drop.

I was going far too fast and needed to get 
some speed off very quickly. I panic braked 
with the right foot instead of my usual 
left and the car, which was unstable, went 
sideways very quickly and started to see-saw.  
All I could see was the Mini sliding broadside 
into the Armco and so I swapped my right 
foot onto the throttle pedal. With the 
resulting power it grabbed the road with the 
rear nearside just scrapping on the Armco. All 
this happened in milliseconds!!

At the end of the stage I hopped out for a 
look and found that there was a just a scuff 
mark on the chrome petrol cap and the 
paint had only been taken off the rear seam 
finisher.  God was smiling on me I thought! If 
you look closely at two of the photos you can 
see the damage marks!

The rest of the stages took place without 
incident and it was back to the Parc Ferme and 
the after rally party which was celebrated this 
year in fancy dress by the British crews. After 
the party most of the British crews returned 
to the UK on the Monday leaving myself and 
Marley in peace and quiet.

Not being blessed with large sums of money 
and realising the age of 70 next year, it 
has set me to thinking about what I should 
do with GTL from now on. If I had bent 
it seriously I would not have been able to 
afford to repair it. So, should I pass it on to 
someone with deeper pockets than me who 
could look after this historically significant 
car? Or perhaps I should continue to use it 
in the short term. Alternatively, I could just 
or store it away for safe keeping.

With all that in mind I am taking the car 
to the Rally Day at Castle Combe on 24th 
September where it will be a feature car 
having been entered on the 1986 Lombard/
RAC Rally. I would also like to do the Rally 
Legends Festival in Italy next year but time 
will tell.  In the meantime, I hope to meet up 
with MCR members at Castle Combe.

Happy Mining!

Tom BradleyBe
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www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

01376 574000 
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Classic Car  -  Modern Car  -  Classic 4x4 
Classic Military  -  Classic Bike  -  Classic Commercial

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great 
deal on your RENEWAL, our classic 

car policies deliver exceptional 
cover at very affordable premiums

Our ‘BEST’ Deal In 
CLASSIC MINI INSURANCE

Single Car 
Policies

Multi-Car 
Discounts

Modern & Classic 
Cars on One Policy* 

MCR Member Discounts

Special Rates 
for Collections 

FREE Agreed Value 

FREE Breakdown & 
Recovery 

All Minis 10 years 
& older

£75
 from

 50%
 up to

 Terms & Conditions apply

 PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers.  
*Subject to Insurers terms please ask for details
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

RBL 450F

Another car to break cover in June 
was Dermott Simpson’s Mk2 Works 
Cooper S, RBL 450F.  This car 
Dermott has owned for a few years 
now and I guess it took a back seat 
when he acquired ORX 777F, as his 
attention was drawn to that car. Now 
ORX is finished, his has attention 
turned back to RBL 450F. The car, 
as you can see, is presented as the 
Rauno Aaltonen 1968 Acropolis car 
– its first event, before it became a 
race car. The car finished an amazing 
5th on what was a punishing rally. 

The Mini was beaten home by two Works Escorts and two Works 
Porsches. The rally was won by Roger Clark in the new Ford 
Escort Twin Cam.

Unfortunately, there are no build sheet records of the car that I (or 
Bill Price) can find but the view from Kelvin Sparrowhawk, who 
knows a great deal about the Mk2 cars, is that the car would be 
very similar to the ORX series without winter specific items such 
as a heated screen etc.  There are unfortunately very few original 
photos that can be referred to either. Dermott has only found about 
five of the car on the Acropolis and about ten of the car racing. The 
colour shot in Bill Price’s book of the car being serviced on its side 
is one of my real favourite Works Mini photos.

The car was rushed to be finished for a show, this time the Mini 
Legends event in Ireland at the beginning of June. Again, like 
ORX 777F, it has some detail matters to be finalised, the door 
pocket protection being the only obvious one. The engine bay 
is complete. The car has an 'extension' type plate on which the 
radiator is mounted – similar to that fitted in RJB 327F owned by 
Paul Sulma.

Unlike ORX 777F, which was completely original in all body 
respects, this car has been through the mill on the Acropolis 
and subsequently Auto-crossing, so there are quite a few 
replacement parts. The shell has been built and painted since the 
late eighties.  Elgin Greer, the owner of ORX 707F has built the 
engine for Dermott and it is reported to be very strong and easy 
running. It has a mild cam and starts and runs easily using twin 
1¾ SUs. 

The car is as close as Dermott could get it to the original. It is a 
pity however, that the race car equipment the car had was sold in 
exchange for rally parts by the previous owner, Dermot Carnegie, 
but Dermott is very happy to have the car restored as a rally car, with 
such an eminent driver and co-driver as Rauno Aaltonen and Henry 
Liddon - who could blame him.  

Although not specifically documented, the car must have taken quite 
a beating on the very rough, dry roads in Greece. Subsequently, 
upon its return to Abingdon the shell was stripped of all its rally 
paraphernalia and rebuilt to go racing. 

In 1969 the car was used as a Works long distance race car driven by 
John Handley and Roger Enever. They both competed in the Brands 
Hatch Six Hour, Spa 24 Hour and the Nürburgring Six Hour races. 
RBL was then sold to Jim Whitehouse of Arden Racing in 1970. Arden 
had won the 1969 British Saloon car Championship with another Mini 
driven by Irishman Alec Poole. Although painted in Arden’s racing blue 

Robert Young
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Henry Liddon stands by the car whilst it is serviced on the 1968 
Acropolis Rally
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RBL never did run as part of the Arden team but was sold on quickly to 
the well-known Irish motor sports competitor Dermot Carnegie. He 
used the car to good effect winning the Irish Autocross Championship 
before laying RBL up and moving on to faster machinery. 

In the late 80s Dermot Carnegie left the car with car restorer Robert 
Dickson on the understanding that he would 'send money' every so 
often and the car would be completed dependent upon the flow 
of funds! As it was Dermot Carnegie continued to compete at the 
highest levels in Rallycross, winning 16 titles in Britain and Ireland 
including the BRDA in 1999 and 2001. Consequently, the restoration 
of RBL took a back seat. By 1990 the shell had been restored and 
painted but nothing more was achieved. It had been agreed to restore 
RBL as a rally car and over the years Robert Dickson traded all the 
remaining racing parts with Paul Stanworth and others, in exchange 
for the rally parts the car needed.

By early 2000 Dermot Carnegie had moved into a new and 
successful career in historic rallying and it was evident that RBL 
was never going to progress! As a long standing friend of Robert 
Dickson’s Dermott had known of the car since its arrival in the 80s 
and eventually acquired RBL along with the parts to restore it from 
Dermot Carnegie in 2011. The project was only a painted shell, 
with the option to still restore the car as a race or rally car. Dermott 
decided to build the Acropolis car. Robert Dickson and a small 
group of craftsmen friends brought the car back to life with original 
Works parts as would be found on a Works rally car. These had been 
gathered up by Robert over 20 years, in preparation for the build.

Rauno Aaltonen and Dermott Simpson standing proudly by RBL at 
the Mini Legends event

Dermott debuted the car at the recent Mini Legends event in Ireland 
where Rauno Aaltonen was able to meet up again with his Acropolis 
car. Rauno was most impressed with the car and congratulated 
Dermott on it. A fitting accolade in anyone’s eyes I would think.

BJB 77B

For those who had been at Beaulieu, you would have seen my 
recently finished build of BJB 77B. This has been a long and very 
slow project which has spanned close to twenty five years of my 
life but now it’s finally complete and I can breathe a sigh of relief. I 
thought that I’d give account of the car's competition history here 
for those interested.

As many will know, BJB was not one of the most successful 
Works Minis. In fact it only did two events and failed to finish 
both. Its first event, the 1964 Alpine Rally saw the new 1071 
Cooper S fitted with a 1275cc engine for Timo Makinen and 
Patrick Vanson to tackle this classic Alpine rally, much loved by 
Abingdon. Sadly, they retired at the end of the first day. Disaster 
struck on the Col de Valberg, when the rubber mounting at 
the end of the gear shift remote failed. With the resulting 
thrashing about of the engine, the exhaust then broke and one 
of the carburettor's float bowls fractured on the bulkhead. 
The resultant petrol dripping down over the hot exhaust 
and a terrible misfire saw the car withdrawn once down off 
the Col. After the failure of the rubber mounting, and the 
resulting problems it caused, attention was centred on finding 
a permanent solution to this perennial problem – the Mitchell 
mounting was the result, which I’ve talked about here before. It 
was a replacement rubber mounting with a movable joint cast 
into the rubber, which meant it would never again part company.

The car's second event, the Tour de France, which was effectively 
a visit to almost every race track and hill climb in France and 
beyond, saw the car fitted with a 970 engine to contest the 1 litre 
class. Timo Makinen was again the driver, but this time teamed for 
his first Abingdon seat, with Paul Easter. Paul was drafted in at the 
last moment as Don Barrow, who was to go with Timo, fell ill and 
had to withdraw. 

The car ran exceedingly well and was in contention until very near 
the end of the mammoth 3,800 mile weeklong event. Whilst leaving 
the Monza circuit test in Italy, Easter took over the wheel and on the 
outskirts of Monza the car was attacked by a Fiat 1100 taxi from the 
right and hit the car in the rear corner, spinning it across the road and 
into a kilo-stone. The car was damaged as a result of the crash, with 
the driver's side rear wheel being out of line and so it was retired. 
Easter felt sure that his new job at Abingdon was over almost before 
it had started. Makinen just looked upon it as an opportunity to retire 
to the nearest bar!

BJB 77B as a 1275S at the start of the 1964 Alpine with Timo 
Makinen and Patrick Vanson
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Their adventure however, did not end there, as although still 
drivable, the car was somewhat crab like as it went down the road. 
Undeterred, Easter drove the car all the way back from Italy, only 
to be arrested by the Police once on UK soil. Ordered to drive no 
further, he was charged with driving without due care and attention 
and the car was left at a nearby garage. At the subsequent court case, 
early the next year, Doug Watts presented the offending rear radius 
arm and satisfactorily demonstrated to the three Magistrates that 
the car was not dangerous and the case against Paul was therefore 
dismissed. The arresting Police officer was most apologetic to Paul 
having realised that he and Timo had just won the 1965 Monte Carlo 
Rally a few weeks beforehand!

Robert Young

Paul Easter checking the time clock at a control on the 1964 Tour 
de France, where the car appeared as a 970S

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Following on from last month’s report 
concerning how to identify the correct 
fuel gauge for your car, this month I 
thought it might be appropriate to focus 
on which temperature gauge should 
ideally be fitted to your car. A subject 
which I have covered in the past but 
worth repeating for those who have 
more recently joined the club.
 
The Mk1 Mini Cooper range saw three 
different types of Smiths temperature 
gauge fitted. The main change or split 
comes about in or around September 
1964 with the introduction of the voltage 
stabilised wiring loom. This basically 

means as with the fuel gauges covered in last month report, that in 
respect of the pre September gauge, the reading would be ‘instant’ when 
the ignition system was switched on. Post this date and with a voltage 
stabiliser fitted the gauge will be seen to give a ‘gradual’ reading. In the 
attached photos the earlier pre September ’64 gauge is seen on the left 
hand side, although visually both would appear to be very similar having 
the ‘pointed’ style of chrome bezel which would match the bezel on the 
oil pressure gauge. The text is almost the same too but the big difference 
between the gauges was the reading bar of the gauge. The early type has 
a much larger black section next to the ‘C’ end and a much smaller red 
section towards the ‘H’ end, whereas this is reversed on the later gauge. 
The earlier gauges say Made in England whereas the later ones say Made 
in UK. One thing you should be aware of is that gauges with ‘rounded’ 
bezels were a feature of MK2 Mini production only.

On the reverse of the gauges the wiring fixings are of a very similar 
style to the fuel gauges, with the early version having the connectors 
much higher up with that familiar ‘tab’ assembly. Illuminating bulb 

holders are the same, but there are two fixing/mounting posts for the 
early gauges and only one for the later type.

The third gauge shown in the photos is quite a rarity to find these days 
as it was only fitted to the very early 997 MK1 Cooper and Mini Super 
and is of the pre-voltage stabiliser type. This early gauge, going by its 
part number of 5L201 in the parts guide, is one of the few items where 
a change point is listed as ‘not available’. The later part number for the 
gauge is 13H827, and so, going by my register records which are a bit 
vague, would see most September 1961 cars having this type of gauge 
fitted to them. As can be seen in the photo the gauge it reads in degrees 
centigrade starting with 30 and ending at 110 degrees. There is a white 
band that starts at 85 and goes on to about 100 degrees. The bezel is of 
the same type as the other MK1 gauges with a chrome finish and as per 
the other early gauge also has ‘Made in England’ on it. This gauge is very 
difficult to find if your car needs one and can easily be confused with that 
of a later Smiths gauge of a similar design, which does not have the solid 
white section after 85 degrees and is voltage stabilised.

Until next month,

Barbara Alexander

Early 997 temp gauge

Temp gauges reverse side

MK1 Cooper temp gauges
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Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Just a couple of weeks to go until our 
National Cooper day at Beaulieu and 
as I write this the register display is 
shaping up nicely with three really 
interesting cars. One of these cars is a 
Tartan red and black Austin registered 
SOH 817H. 

Blake Elkins of Cambridge Miniworks 
contacted me to say that he has 
recently bought this car into stock. If 
the registration sounds vaguely familiar 
then you're probably recognising the 
prefix SOH as one of the series issued 
at Longbridge for press and staff cars 
(as with MOX 331F from last month). 

The car was in fact owned by Raymond Baxter who was briefly 
BMC Director of Publicity in the late 1960's. The legendary 
Raymond Baxter probably needs no introduction to most but for 
those who don't recognise the name he is really best known for 
his work with BBC TV and radio in the 1960s and 1970s. Perhaps 
most notably being the host of the hugely popular technology TV 
show Tomorrow’s World from the mid 1960s to late 1970s. Not 
so well known is that he was a regular member of the BMC rally 
team driving Works Minis in the early/mid 1960s and before that 
was a distinguished fighter pilot in World War 2 flying Spitfires.  An 
abiding memory for me was his Spitfire display commentaries at 
the Goodwood Revival and he sadly died in 2006 aged 84.

Raymond owned the car between 1969 and 1979 so it would 
appear that the car was his personal property rather than a 
'company car'. In 1979 it was sold to its second owner who 
kept the car under a year before selling it to the third owner 
from whom Blake bought the car. Originally Almond green and 
Snowberry white, the third owner really wanted a red car and, 
due to the car needing some bodywork in the early 1980s, he 
had the colour changed to Tartan red and black. The car has, 
apparently, not been painted since this colour change and Blake 
freely admits it is ready for a little more bodywork and a respray - 
perhaps a colour change back to its original scheme.

As you can see from the photos the car is very original. Under the 
bonnet original oil cooler pipes, heater trunking with reducers, 
Hydrolastic pipes and a general air of the magic 'patina' all point to a 
car that has not been messed with too much. The car has covered an 
indicated 84,000 miles which is thought to be correct given the MOT 
history. Inside the originality feel continues with the car retaining its 
stock steering wheel and centre cap, original factory reclining seats 
(as specified on the Heritage certificate), period radio and what 
appear to be original carpets given the fit around the gearstick.

SOH 817H is already registered but this was before my time as 
registrar. It was apparently in storage between 1998 and 2010 so 

Nick Hunter

it's good to see it back on the radar. Thanks to Blake for updating 
the register details and offering the car for the Register display at 
Beaulieu, hopefully you got the chance to see it.

A full report on the National day in August’s column.

That's all for now, enjoy the summer

Nick Hunter 

Blake Elkins car, first owner Raymond Baxter

Standard and original interior of SOH 817H

Nice patina to engine bay of SOH 817H

Minilites the only major departure from standard spec on Blake’s car
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Cooper Mk 2 Register

You are not going to believe this.  It’s happened again.  I had just 
sent off my June report when Geoff Bolton contacted me about 
his latest purchase.  You’ve guessed it, it’s another  left hand drive 
Cooper.  Geoff started his email - ‘Sorry about being a London 
bus but I have just found a LHD MKII Cooper in France in the 
back garden of a tiny house’.  It was advertised as a 1969 Cooper 
but has turned out to have a build date of 26/01/1968 (awaiting 
Heritage Certificate). The chassis number being KA2S6L-11****A 
is for a LHD Morris Cooper. The body number A002*** is still in 
place on the bonnet slam panel and suggests an early production 
car because it is similar to a MKI body number. It also has the boot 
floor spare wheel mounting in place which was only fitted to early 
cars. Only one boot board bracket is fitted the other for some 
unknown reason has been removed. Both doors have the rivets 
in place for the chrome trims and the front bulk head has the two 
extra captive nuts for the speedo binnacle. Now painted blue, it 
was originally Almond green and has been used for racing. The 
original paint can still be seen on the front wings. Geoff has sent a 
photo of the car as it arrived back at his home still in the back of 
the van. I was lucky to meet Geoff at the IMM in Belgium where 
he used the occasion to start collecting some of the parts for the 
restoration. I don’t think the restoration will be starting for a while 
because he has two other projects on the go. I do hope he will be 
able to discover more of the cars racing history and let me know 
for a future report.

It’s really been a month of surprises. When I arrived at the IMM I 
discovered a MKII Cooper parked in the MCR camping area. And 
what a surprise VWU 818F turned out to be as you will see from 
the photos.  James Bayliss is the proud owner of the car and he was 
happy to explain the trials and tribulations he has been through to 
get the car to its current state. James got into Minis when he needed 
a car and a friend was selling a GT. It was a smart car however, he 
never intended to get another Mini but he changed his mind when 
another friend’s dad decided to part with his MK11 Cooper way 
back in June 1992.  The car was fitted with numerous MK11 mods, a 
Swiftune 1380cc engine, a Webasto sunroof, metal removable front 
end, rear window wiper, Mamba alloys, a Metro interior and quite 
a clever dashboard made up of old Jag and Triumph dials. After a 
horrendous crash shortly after aquiring the car it was taken off the 
road for a few years. James then set about restoring the car and 
replaced the front end, fitted a MK4 roof (he didn’t realise at the 
time about drip rails), swapped out the Hydrolastic suspension for 
dry and fitted a green and grey interior from Newton Commercial. 
The Mambas went and reverse steels went on. He couldn’t afford 
to repair the floor properly but got the car back on the road and 
struggled every year at MOT time. 

Graham Robinson

Just over three years ago he decided to change the engine. While at 
Minispeed and armed with a limited budget he decided to replace the 
sills for the correct ones. It was then discovered that the car was as 
‘rotten as a pear’ underneath.  A year later his car was finished – the 
ironic thing is that it didn’t look much different from when it went in 
but it had a lovely new floor, much improved engine bay with its orange 

Geoff Bolton’s LHD MKII Cooper arrives home

VWU 818F’s lovely engine bay

A montage of VWU 818F 

Chimera in Mini Cooper clothing rear shot of James VWU 818F
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engine, MK2 centre console, correct steering column and the Rover 
plastic arches had been replaced with more suitable group 2 ones.

Not satisfied with nearly bankrupting himself, James decided to go 
down the supercharger route a short while after, which was supplied 
and fitted by Minispeed.  James says the car is so quick now with 130 
bhp but a lot smoother with the wide torque range and quieter now 
that the carb is at the front. However, there is still some work to do on 
the car. James has a MKII boot lid to replace the MK1 example that is 
on it now. Once replaced the car will have had Mk1, 2 and 3 bootlids 
in its lifetime. So, after 24 years the car is still going strong and James is 
enjoying the open roads.  It’s a great looking car and I hope you had the 
opportunity to see it in the MKII Cooper Register display at Beaulieu.

And finally, early on a Sunday morning, I received a disturbing phone call 
from Malcolm Huxley concerning an engine problem.  Malcolm was just 
about to head off to a classic car show only to find that when he went 
to start his car the engine had no oil pressure. He could not believe it as 
it was fine the last time he used the car. The engine had recently been 
rebuilt and had covered less than 100 miles. He suspected the oil pump 
and recalled that I had mentioned a similar problem in my March report 
had happened to John Cooper.  In John’s case the drive pin in the pump 
had dropped out. Having done all the obvious checks the pump was 
Malcolm’s only conclusion. This being the 2nd occurrence now that I 
am aware of, it prompts me to ask if anyone else has suffered the same 
problem.  If you have, then please let me know.

And on that sad note that just about wraps it up for this month.  
Don’t forget I am always interested to hear about anything MKII so 
why not send me an email.  

Until next time.

Happy Coopering!

Graham Robinson 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

It isn’t just Mk1 Ss that are heading 
back to the UK these days, a Mk 3 S 
has recently returned from the US of A 
too. UK registered UCD 551J, it is an 
October 1970 built car, registered in 
February 1971 to its first owner from 
Brighton. Exports of new Cooper Ss 
to the USA had ceased long before the 
introduction of the Mk 3 S in 1971, so 
any that are over there now, and there 
are a few, were exported later. UCD 
left the UK in the early 2,000s when 
it could have been yours for around 
£7,500. Little used whilst with our 

former colonial cousins, even now it has Simon Wheatcroft

only covered 59,000 miles and apparently still retains all of its original 
body panels. It is on offer in Northumberland at £35,000 so, nice 
though it is, I can’t see it selling in a hurry as most people won’t travel 
much north of Watford to view a car and probably only have a vague 
idea of where Northumberland is.

One question that does crop up quite regularly when people are 
restoring their car is whether the diagonal stiffener on the front panel 
of a Mk 3 S should be black or body colour. In my experience of 
original Mk 3 S cars, they have always been body colour.

One of the ex-Liverpool Police cars will have been through an auction 
by the time you read this. XLV 106J is on offer at Charterhouse 
Auctions down in Somerset. This car has been on the register 
for many years although nothing has been heard of it of late. The 
estimate is £8,000 to £10,000 so, not surprisingly, I have had a few 
enquiries about the car. In many ways it is a bit of a timewarp find 
as it looks like many a Mk 3 S did by the late 1980’s and, judging by 
the MOT history, has had a fair bit of patching underneath to get it 
through the annual test over the last few years particularly. However, 
it is not currently MOT’d and maybe the owner decided enough was 
enough. Sadly, it seems to have had its Police spec. speedometer 
changed a few years ago which was about the only identifying special 
part on a Liverpool Police Mk 3 S.

A not dissimilar condition and MOT less Mk 3 S, BHJ 93J, sold recently 
at auction for £11,825 including buyers premium and it was in a more 
central location so XLV could be a bargain for someone. BHJ was built 
in February 1971 and registered in June the same year. I last saw it at 
Beaulieu four or five years ago when the then owner offered it as a Mk 
3 S display car then used the entry free ticket to park in the cars for sale 

UCD 551J at home in the USA. You might just be able to make out 
the body colour diagonal stiffener through the grille

The original body colour stiffener on Chris Tennant’s Mk 3 S

XLV 106J looking every inch a 1980’s throwback
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area instead. At that time it looked quite smart and had covered about 
85,000 miles so the last ten thousand or so miles have taken quite a toll 
on it condition wise. I’m pleased to say that the new owner of BHJ has 
been in touch and is very happy with his purchase.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

The Police spec speedo in XLV 123J. Note the plain black centre 
without the usual kph markings and TPM code of 1312. This car 
resides in France so the current owner has carried out a Heath 
Robinson's modification to convert the speedo to kph

BHJ 93J looking a bit shabby prior to auction

Rover Cooper Register

Further to my April 2016 report about 
Quality Proving Build Mainstream cars, 
I am indebted to Sean Heath who has 
unearthed the publicity picture below 
showing no fewer than ten of them. 
Although perhaps not clearly visible 
here, all ten are right hand drive, 
and all but three of them have body 
coloured door mirrors in the style of 
RSP models. The eagle-eyed amongst 
you will also have spotted that the two 
cars side-on closest to the camera have 
RSP wheels. I suspect all ten vehicles 
pictured have the same feature.   

My register file of Mainstream Rover 
Coopers is brimming with photographs of members' cars, and 
practically all of them sporting the dealer option bonnet stripes 
and auxiliary driving lamps that seemed to be de rigueur among 
aficionados. In reality, the factory spec models were, of course, 
quite austere in appearance and interior styling... but then they 

John Parnell

were also £400 cheaper to buy than the RSP Limited Edition that 
preceded them.

Returning to the photograph, in the background is a rare Quicksilver 
/black example. Alastair Vines' original list of 18 cars, mentioned in 
April's CooperWorld, only refers to one RHD Quicksilver example 
and that is: SAXXNNAMBBD010115.

By chance Sean also turned up this picture of a rather striking Pink /
white Mainstream that was being advertised for sale earlier this year. 
H249 FFL was first registered in April 1991, and would have been 
quickly passed up by Sean had he not noticed that it had an RSP 
‘12A2AF53’ engine prefix. A more detailed check then revealed it to 
be the self same Quicksilver car mentioned above. I wonder if the 
present owner of H249 FFL is aware that they are driving around in a 
little piece of motoring history?

If production records are to be believed, almost 20,000 Mainstream 
Rover Coopers were produced between August 1990 and September 
1991. The register currently holds the details of 246 examples 
including the last car, SAXXNNAMBBD031549. 

Not surprisingly, it is only when you assemble larger numbers of 
cars on to one register spreadsheet that you appreciate the level of 
dislocation between the chassis (VIN) range and the dates of first 
registration. For example, car 12606 is dated 28th November 1990, 
yet car 12678 is tagged as 28th March 1991; car 25032 is dated 
22nd July 1991 while car 16406 shows 11th October 1991 on the 
DVLA records. In fairness, with a sample that is barely 1.25% of the 
estimated total it is easy to draw false conclusions and, of course, 
there is no telling to what degree the numbers may have been 
skewed by those cars exported abroad.

Mainstream Quality Proving Build cars with H249 FFL in the 
background (© Martyn Goddard)

Pretty in pink - H249 FFL as it is today
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Judging from the dearth of examples that attend shows, I fear that 
many of these cars may no longer exist - testament to the human 
nature of moving on to the next version offering something 
better. This happened in the 1960s when the pioneering 997cc 
Mini Cooper was relegated to ‘has been’ status by its smoother 
revving 998cc- engined successor and the arrival of the Cooper 
S models. For many years 997s were as cheap as chips to buy 
due, in no part, to the fact that by then most of them were also 
rust buckets. But have you seen the price of them today? The 
Mainstream is currently suffering the same unloved status, and 
yet it offers the simplicity of carburettor technology without any 
of the attendant hassles of an ECU. Interestingly, my files also 
show that a decent smattering received the twin SU John Cooper 
performance conversion.   

The most recent addition to my Mainstream file happens to be the 
closest I have come across to a car in original factory condition. I had 
honestly given up hope that such a vehicle still existed. And when 
I discovered that this near perfect low mileage example was just a 
modest car ride away, I felt compelled to take a closer look armed 
with a camera. 

J341 WOO is a black /white Diamond car - one of just 22 on my files 
- was first registered with the DVLA on 18th October 1991, exactly 
a month after the last Mainstream car was built, and just short of the 
announcement if its Spi successor.

Cosmetically, the Mainstream cars may be austere in appearance 
and level of trim, but that in turn offers a big plus on the ease of 
maintenance when compared with RSP models. In particular:

- No bonnet stripes
- No auxiliary driving lamps
- Plain self-coloured wheel arch extensions
- Door mirrors finished in standard white or black
- Standard Mini Cooper road wheels
- Black carpets
- Black leather steering wheel
- Plain black vinyl door and rear quarter liners
- Plain glass (not tinted) 

The black vinyl seats in the Mainstream have black cloth facings 
featuring a vertical ‘Racing Crayons’ cloth insert. Replacement 
‘Racing Crayons’ material is, I believe, still available but not in a 
suitable format for Mainstream seats. If someone reading this can 
clarify this point, do please let me know so that I can share your 
advice with our members.

Returning to J341 WOO, the car has covered just 14,000 miles from 
new and the only deviation from standard is an RSP sunroof. Under 
the bonnet, the car still retains all of its original features and on the 
short test drive, the responsive engine and gearbox felt like new. It 
comes complete with service history including the original bill of sale. 
The price of £11,500 may sound like strong money, but for a car this 
rare and in such great original factory condition, I don't know where 
you would find another like it.
J341 WOO is being sold by Cambridge Miniworks in Great Shelford, 
near Cambridge (http://www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk) Tel: 01223 
841141 if you are interested.

Clean and simple - the uncluttered lines of a factory original 
Mainstream Rover Cooper Mainstream interior - black steering wheel, black carpets, black vinyl 

liners with red Mylar strip, and Racing Crayons cloth seat facings

The rear view showing the bootlid and rear quarter decal badges - 
the same as the RSP

Standard Mainstream engine showing the original plug leads and 
caps and embossed `Mini Cooper' logo on the air intake cover
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Until next month...

Have an enjoyable July.

John Parnell 

The simple tool kit, common to all 1990s Minis, includes a wheel 
cap lever

Innocenti Register

International Mini meetings are always 
great shows to attend for a number of 
reasons. The event itself, meeting up 
with friends from various countries and 
chatting about Minis is a recipe for a 
great weekend anyway, but throw in a 
beer tent …and the weekend ultimately 
gets better (or worse for some !). This 
year’s meeting was held during May 
in Belgium and MCR members Pete 
Henry, Neilson Miller, Ian Summerill 
and I made our way there by ferry via 
Holland. Despite the ferry being an over 
night crossing, the actual drive from 
Holland through to Belgium was fairly 
quick compared to other IMMs I have 

attended in Germany, Italy and Switzerland in previous years.

Although the site was vast and well laid out, the clue to the general 
weather one could have expected to experience over the weekend of 
the show should have been the giant wind farm in the next field. And, 
despite owners polishing their cars prior to the event after only just 
a few hours parked up, every car seemed to be covered in a layer of 
fine dust. Although the ground was actually covered in grass, amongst 
the grass seemed to be a fine layer of sand which when coupled with 
the breezy conditions, became annoying to say the least. 

Another good reason to go to an IMM abroad is that they are normally 
a good place to find Innocenti spares. But, to be honest, new old stock 
Innocenti spares seemed rather thin on the ground for the first time at an 
IMM. Maybe this is a sign that spares are finally starting to dry up in Europe. 
The few new spares that we did find on sale were very expensive indeed. 

Even more worrying was the fact that everybody’s friend (and Innocenti 
trader) Torsten Schaumann didn’t have any Innocenti spares stock on 
his stall at all. When I asked him why, he simply replied that it’s getting 
harder to find. Similarly, fellow MCR members Avi Rosner and Ruth and 
Dave Webb also found very little in the way of spares whilst at the show.

It was nice to meet up with my old friend Greg Cambe from France 
whilst in Belgium. Greg had travelled to the IMM alone instead of 
travelling with fellow French Mini friends as in previous years. I spent 
quite some time with Greg at the show chatting about our favourite 
subject and hunting the traders’ stalls for spares.

Despite there being a great turnout of nicely restored Innocenti 
Minis at the international meetings, the car that was of most interest 

Foster Charlton
to me was a rather sorry, but very original looking Cooper 1300 
Export displayed amongst other Minis in a Belgian clubs marquee. 
After finding the owner David Beeckman, Ian Summerill and myself 
were told the story of how the current owner acquired the car. After 
chatting to and inspecting the car for quite some time, it turns out 
that David bought the car from its first owner just recently. The old 
guy who had owned the car from new used the car fairly locally and 
had only managed to clock up around 55,300 km.

After finding out about this car, David had mentioned to the old guy 
that he would be interested in buying it if he should ever consider 
selling. The old guy was losing his eyesight and mentioned that at 
some point he would reluctantly have to part with the car. He was 
happy that it was going to a fellow Mini enthusiast and collector and 
so a deal was struck. Before David took the car away, he gave the 
owner one last ride in the car he had owned from new. It was quite 
an emotional last ride in the car for the old guy as can be understood.

David’s plans are to just keep the Cooper as it is and has no plans to 
restore it at present. Although the car is incredibly original, a small 
handful of parts have been changed over the years. These are fairly easy 
to replace, but David is happy to leave it as it is as each of the parts are 
connected to the interesting history of the car and it’s ownership under 
the old guy. Each replaced part had a story connected to it, so to leave 
it in its current condition would be a tribute to the first owner.

Being a Belgian spec model with an original factory front panel, the 
letter ‘B’ for the Italian word ‘Belgio’ can still be seen stamped into the 
bonnet slam panel next to the bonnet catch. Also present on the slam 
panel is the small black and silver rectangular alloy plate bearing the 
chassis number. A larger black and silver alloy plate was also present 
under the driver’s seat bearing the ‘Leyland Industries Seneffe title. 

Belgian spec Cooper 1300 Export as found

Rear shot of the car showing the giant square fog light
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Being a later 74 model the drip rail on the roof gutter was missing. 
Other interesting features were the rounded plastic heater control 
lever and enclosed ends of the sun visors instead of the protruding 
locating pins. Inside the boot, showed the upper seat belt mounts fitted 
later into production. On the outside of the boot the standard fitment 
‘giant’ fog light was still in place. Although this did rather spoil the sexy 
back end of the Innocenti Mini Export and did it no cosmetic favours at 
all, it was an original fitment for the Belgian market by law. 

Other interesting fittings were the yellow throttle cable, red fan pulley 
and the blanking grommets used to cover up the door mounted mirrors 
made by CIPA. Apart from the odd few part that had been added to this 
car by its previous owner like the chrome rocker cover, front sidelight/
indicators and the miss matched choke and heater cables, it really was 
the car of the show for me and other Innocenti Mini fans.

Lastly, I have received one of the reproduction vinyl wallets from Greg 
Cambe. Greg has reproduced the darker blue wallet used to accommodate 
the owners handbook and assistance directory handbooks issued in the 
Export range of Minis when new. I must say they are excellent! Trying to 
find a decent used original one without rips is impossible. If you want one 
for your car do contact me and I’ll put you in touch with sexy French Greg. 

That’s all for this month.  

Foster Charlton

Accurate reproduction of logo on handbook wallet 

Shot of inside of handbook wallet

Mini Super Register

Shock! Horror! 40% of surviving Austin 
Supers are on the market for sale! Well, 
in the USA that is. However, they only 
imported 175 in the first place and as 
I have only five survivors recorded on 
my register that amounts to just two. I 
have previously featured both cars in my 
reports, the first in 2014 and the second 
in November 2015.

The first Super is a superbly original low 
mileage Tartan red and black car. Found 
in a garage in Oregon, it had been stored 
since the early 1970s and had covered 
only 30,000 miles since new. The car 
has now been re-commissioned and 

thoroughly cleaned. Although completely rust-free and untouched, 
time has taken its toll and the little car now needs a total renovation. 
During the past eighteen months or so the car has been offered for 
sale on and off but has remained unsold. In my opinion there are two 
reasons why it has not sold. The first reason is that the market for 
Minis in the US is not as strong as it is in the UK. The second reason is 
simply that the asking price was very high. It is about to be put up for 
sale again this time on 'bringatrailer.com' and it should be interesting 
to see if it sells on this occasion and, if so, for how much.

The second car, also a Tartan red and black one was purchased by 
Mike Bernard of Maryland. This is a particularly interesting car as 
it was originally sent to Bermuda but later exported to Maryland 
where it remained unused for twenty five years before Mike bought 
it. A car heavily changed over the years; it had been Mike's intention 
to restore the car back to original Super specification except for 

Garry Dickens

Low mileage survivor in USA 

Mike's Super as purchased
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the mechanics which had been modified. It has a 1275 'S' engine, 
disc brakes and a right-hand Serk tank. Also fitted is a Peco exhaust 
and Rokee dash and 'S' wheels. Mike has carried out a super job of 
the restoration which can be seen from the photos. It had always 
been Mike's intention to sell the Super once restoration had been 
completed as it was to be a labour of love. The car was put up for 
sale during mid-May on 'bringatrailer.com' and the winning bid was 
approximately £11,500. I think it was very good value at this price and 
feel certain it would have fetched much more here in the UK.

Recently, another Super has been brought to my attention. It has 
no I.D. and little of the original car remains – just a bare shell 
really. Originally it was painted Surf blue with a white roof but is 
now painted black and is very rusty. I don't give much hope for its 
future! If anyone could tell me more about these remains then I 
should be interested to know.

At the time of writing Beaulieu is only two weeks away. Takers for 
the official display of three Supers has been slow this year however, 
we now have Sally Brown's Surf blue and white Morris Super, Rob 
Mc Shane's Tartan red and black Austin Super (with a very interesting 
history) and my Almond Green and white Austin Super Seven. It will 
be interesting to see what Supers arrive on the day for the unofficial 
line-up. A full report on 'Supers at Beaulieu' in next month’s issue. 

Finally, my usual request: if you own, have owned or know of a Super, 
have any stories involving one, then please do let me know, even if the 
car no longer exists. And a very special thank you again to all those who 
keep a look-out and provide me with information on various cars.

Garry Dickens

Rear shot of Mike's restored Super

Mike's Super now restored

1275GT Register

Regular users of the MCR forum and 
those that search on a popular online 
auction site will have come across the 
recent sale of a 1974 GT. Whether 
the buyer saw the car before 
submitting the winning bid of £1,419 
I can only guess, but as an indication 
of where the market stands for the 
last few barn find project cars this 
does seem fairly typical.

When looking at the first couple of 
images of the car they show what 
looks like a complete car with clear 
project potential.  However, on 
closer inspection of the interior 
shots reveal the front floor to be 

completely missing! Putting that issue aside, there is a good deal 
of the original car still intact such as the engine, transmission, 
running gear, interior and exterior trim are all there, albeit in 
poor condition. A re-shell would seem the most logical way 
forward but if time and skill are available in copious quantities 
anything is possible. If the purchaser is out there and feels like 
sharing their plans, I would certainly like to bring their story to a 
wider audience.

As for projects at the other end of the spectrum i.e. close to 
completion, I was hoping to see Colin Avery’s 1969 GT (the 

Alan Clark

1974 GT recent sale for restoration

No floor but complete interior
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I have no great expectations of performance gains, but that intake sound 
and a bit of ‘under bonnet’ glamour may be sufficient reward. Again, for 
any readers considering this to be a little sacrilegious, don’t worry - all the 
original bits will stay safe for any future return to standard!

If anyone is feeling that their GT deserves this treatment and would 
like to take the plunge into the twin carb world, drop me an email 
and I can possibly point you in the right direction.

car I featured in February’s CooperWorld) as a feature car 
at Beaulieu. Sadly, limited time and other commitments have 
slowed Colin’s progress and we will have to wait a little longer 
to admire Colin’s efforts. In the meantime, here are some more 

recent images of Colin’s car showing how tantalisingly close he is 
to completing his project.
Back in my own garage during the hibernation season saw a little 
self indulgence take place. Those purists and concours aficionados 
amongst us may want to look away now, but those of a less fragile 
disposition can read on.

A pair of 1 ¼ SUs that had been taking up space amongst my 
collection of bits have somehow found their way under the bonnet 
of my 1972 GT! A few hours and an investment in Burlen parts have 
produced what I hope to be a good usable set of carbs, which should 
not be too difficult to adjust and set up.

Having got a basic setting that allowed the engine to run, I went 
about the well documented adjustment process for balance, idle 
and mixture settings.  Although I did not rely on the ‘listening tube’ 
technique since, I had acquired some spacers with vacuum stubs 
that allowed the use of my vacuum gauge set, retained from my 
motorbike servicing days.

Engine and gearbox plus ancillaries all present

Colin Avery and his long term project GT

Is this what BL should have produced as the GT?

Colin Avery’s completed engine bay, note re-plated original clutch 
and brake cylinders

Refurbished Rostyle wheels, ready for a set of original pattern 
Aquajets? Check the price first!
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Alan Clark

Original carb and early 80s Oselli Torquemaster inlet manifold 
safely stored

Modern MINI Cooper Register

Well, by the time you read this 
Beaulieu will have been and gone, as at 
the time of writing it is just two weeks 
away.  Still time to wash and polish and 
then wax your car for the show which 
nicely brings me to the subject of how 
to care for your modern MINI.

New cars from MINI normally come with 
a protection package or sealer carrying at 
least a 3 year guarantee on your paintwork 
and interior. There is no point in having 
this if you are going to remove the sealant 
with the application of polish or the use of 
a clay bar. Both are very good at removing 
swirl marks and grime, neither of which 

should be present on a new car. New cars normally have a clear lacquer 
applied to the finish colour to bring a metallic glow to the finish. OK if it is 
Chilli Red it is not metallic but it still has the lacquer applied.

After about two years this sealer protection will start to disappear unless 
your car is waxed. The best wax to use is Carnauba, though it is very 
expensive. DoDo, Autoglym, Auto Finesse, Simoniz and  Poorboy’s to 
name but a few of the reputable makes all contain Carnauba Wax. These 
are all available from Halfords or that well known auction site. Car wax 
should be applied to a cool surface in a circular motion or via a dual action 
polisher. I tend to apply by hand and use my DA polisher to remove 
imperfections and then reapply wax by hand. Most important is to let the 
Wax dry and then buff with a very fine micro fibre cloth. The wax is there 
to protect the shine and not be polished off. (A common thought).

Of course, another way is to use an all in one wash, polish and protect 
product; if going this route, you should use it every week to keep the 
wax finish. You will always see water beading when it rains if the wax is 
still protecting your bodywork. A lot of people just use a polish every 
time they wash their car without realising that the shine is coming back 
because they are in fact using a very fine abrasive to remove all the 
containments on the surface. This is fine but you must reapply wax or 
best of all, do not use polish too often.

These comments are based on my OCD behaviour and being addicted 
to buying car cleaning products. I tend to stick to Autoglym products 
because of their reputation and use in the valeting trade. Their 
professional range is available in 5 litre tins and in my honest opinion is the 
best there is. One product that I do swear by if you have a black colour 
car is Poorboy’s Black Hole. A very fine polish with a colourant. Again, 

David Young

you must wax the surface after use. Of course, you can just clay bar your 
whole car and then have Gtechniq applied, the ultimate car protecting 
product which uses Nano technology and which is used by Lotus.

If anyone has a view or would like to share their experience do please 
get in touch with me via the registrar’s email shown on the contacts 
page at the front of this wonderful magazine.

Now a complete change of subject. As you will probably be aware 
the modern MINI is no longer a New MINI, it has now been around 
for 15 years. The MCR celebrated this at Beaulieu this year. Modern 
MINI magazine, edited by Martyn Collins the previous ‘New MINI’ 
registrar is now 10 years old. What a good read this magazine is with 
lots of advice in looking after your not so old modern MINI plus lots of 
contacts for MINI specialist. The point in mentioning this is to request 
that if you have an older modern MINI please do keep the register 
updated with your car details and I can tell you that currently there 
are 114 cars registered. The register is about sharing, caring and for 
the love of the MINI Cooper marque. In a few years time getting hold 
of spares for your R50 or R53 will become increasingly hard to do. 
I have been contacted by MiniSpares, MINI Sport and a few other 
remanufactures wanting to know the size of the market and trying to 
decide whether to advertise with the MCR or not. Clearly, if we have a 
sizable register it will be tempting to them to expand into the market.

In the first week of June a young man, called Nicholas Hamilton bought 
his dad, Anthony, a very special birthday present. A whole day on track 
with the F56 JCW race car run by the MINI Challenge team (Supported 
by MINI UK).  I just wonder if my kids could match this?  Well, we had 
a great time on the GP circuit at Silverstone with RMA track days. After 
a tentative start with the sequential gearbox and slicks to get used to he 
was soon buzzing around like a seasoned racer.  I did mention to Nick 
that as he is not racing in any series this year he should consider taking 
part in the MINI Challenge for the rest of the year, Rockingham, Brands 
Hatch, Oulton Park and Snetterton still to do for the JCW’s.

Until next month ……………... and do keep in touch with your MINI 
adventures, purchases, tips, advice or just something MINI related. 

David Young
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Derbyshire &           
  Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Monday of 
the Month

Bluebell Inn (A 515) DE6 1NH Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

  Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

Woolpack Hotel, Market Place, Brigg, North Lincolnshire. 
(Car parking at the rear)

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049 0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 10th April  
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

  Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Black Tiles, Martlesham Heath IP12 4SP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn  Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch BH23 7BQ on the second Wednesday in 
March, May, July, September and November at 8:00 pm;
And at Redlynch Sports and Social Club, Woodfalls Cross, 
The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN on the second 
Wednesday 8:00pm in February, April, June, December and 
Thursday 13th October (skittles evening)

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

REGION

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Kent region

Hi from Kent! 

Members of the Kent region, Greg and Paula Jones, Paul and Helen Winter and 
Annemarie and I made the journey to Belgium for the IMM. It was a cold but fun 
weekend with members of the Essex region joining in with us. Thanks to all who 
made the best of poor weather which made it a difficult venue to hold a car show 
at. However, our new Kent Region rally jackets kept us warm. Contact us for details 
of our new range of Kent Polo’s, Jackets, Fleeces and hats, all of which have options 
for personalisation available. 

Don’t forget The Ham Sandwich Run this year takes place on the 21st August, 
please contact us ASAP to book your space on this year’s run. We will limit the 
event to 40 cars so get in quick. Members from all regions are welcome on a first 
come first served basis!

The Brands Hatch Mini Festival, this year is on Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th July. We will 
have a club stand on the Sunday; buy your tickets from http://brandshatch.mini-festival.
co.uk/. The discount code is MCR on the website. Please drop us a line if you would like 
to join us so we can keep an eye on numbers as all members are welcome to join us.

Events for 2016
2nd – 3rd July – KENT EVENT - Champagne Run, Voyage Région de Kent à la France
16th & 17th July - Brands Hatch Mini Festival 
31st  July – Region Summer get together and picnic. Bearsted Green Classic Car 
Show for Kent Air Ambulance*
21st August – KENT EVENT - The Ham Sandwich Run 

Venue for Monthly Meetings 2016
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month next meeting being 13h July. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard 
Tel: 01304 330715 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

By the time you read these notes the Mid Staffs Region annual informal Concours will have taken place on June 6th and I can confidently 
say that a Mini has won! The reason is simple, thanks to Nick Hunter who has arranged for ‘our’ local experts Minimine in Longton 
(shameless plug – they can be contacted on 01782 595999 or http://www.minimine.co.uk/) to sponsor the Mini competition for the 
evening. Guaranteed, no competition, no bets - a Mini (or MINI) will have won!! As for the non-Mini competition, well, elsewhere 
perhaps, but Minimine do look after MGs as well these days you know! Nick has been busy rounding up all sorts of Minis and MINIs for the 
evening so it will be interesting to see what and who takes the carrot and will we see a record number of cars? Report and pictures on it in 
next month’s issue.

Just before I started to write these notes I was tasked (by a higher authority) to go to M&S at the Stafford North Services on the M6 for 
some items for lunch. This mundane task was brightened up when I spotted a MINI Cooper in red with a white roof. My first thought was 
Roger Wall in his second incarnation of Y2 HAT as I know Roger still travels extensively. Roger was instrumental in getting me into the 
MCR as he enabled me to do my first ‘Minis to’ event in 2007. As I got closer the registration wasn’t Y2 HAT, but T333 EJB, a registration 
I recognised as being Basil Wales’s. It turned out that Basil and his wife were travelling to Ireland for a classic rally and had chosen Stafford 
Services for a picnic lunch. I must say Basil was looking very well and hopefully he will continue to do so for many years to come. After 
wishing them a safe journey I continued my shopping quest - but forgot to buy the cooked chicken fillets I had been tasked to get! Hey ho, 
but it’s not every day you meet a legend.

REGIONAL REPORTS

Paul Winter in his best summer wear. Helen assured us 
he is no stranger to washing up!
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Moving on to future events.

Monday July 4th. Anniversary BBQ evening 

Amazingly it is 5 years since the regular meetings were set within the overall title of the Stone Classic Car Group, and during that time the email 
circulation list has grown from around 40 email addresses to over 250! Also the number of Minis attending has grown to around 8 on a summer 
evening basis, but sadly Minis are still in the minority. So, if you are reading this and live in the North Midlands area, we would love to see you and 
your car.
 
As far as the BBQ goes, you do need a ticket per person which is free, but you will need to pay the George and Dragon directly for your BBQ. To 
get your ticket email me at the email address below and I’ll email your tickets back to you. This is necessary so the pub can cater for all the people 
who want to eat. If CooperWorld drops through your letter box on time, and if you are quick to get in touch with me I might be able to fit a few 
more people in.

Monday August 1st. This will be a club night to chat about the cars in the car park over a suitable drink. I will be on hand to help anyone who 
needs advice about navigating on touring events.

Saturday August 13th. The Summer Tour 

The route is about 140 miles long through the Staffordshire 
Moorlands, the Peak District and a bit of Cheshire. The 
entry fee is £50 per car (two people) and includes food and 
refreshments before and during the tour. Details and an entry 
form are on the forum (go to Regions, Mid Staffs Region, 
Summer Tour). By the time you get this copy of CooperWorld 
there will be over a month before the event so if you would 
like to enter, get in touch with me. If you haven’t done a touring 
event before and would like to know more about the navigation 
side, then get in touch and I’ll send you some notes that will 
help. The navigation is really easy and you don’t have to read a 
map or try to relate distances on a map to road distance. The 
picture in the road book is a sketch representation of what you 
see through the windscreen.

Much further ahead, is the Christmas Dinner which, this year, 
will be on Monday December 2nd and will replace our normal 
monthly meeting.

So that’s all for this month but now summer is here and you fancy 
a drive out in your Mini or MINI, then why not pay us a visit at the 
George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone, ST15 0PX on the first 
Monday in the Month. 

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell@btinternet.com
01785 760211    

Scottish Region

Geoff Marr hosted the MCR stand at Stirling and District Classic Car 
Club show held on 15th May and here’s what he had to report!

‘The blue skies and the sun’s rays brought us the most successful show 
yet in the twelve years it has been staged. With over 750 classic cars 
and other vehicles of interest including motorcycles, scooters, military 
vehicles and commercials there was something for everyone.

The MCR stand combined with sponsors Douglas Park MINI Stirling 
to put on a much admired display of the various models. Around 
3,500 members of the public attended the show resulting in our best 
ever fund raising with the total donated to charity now in excess of 
£80,000 over the twelve year period.

Hopefully, even more MCR members can attend next year and 
with the venue located in Central Scotland it is one of the more 
convenient destinations with a good choice of motorway and country 
road links making it easy to get to.’

Geoff Marr

Patricia and Ben Webb
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Contact: Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211
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Worcestershire Region

Members from the region had a great day out at the Himley Hall Mini show. The weather was brilliant and the show was first class. All in all a very 
nice day with the MCR Worcestershire region joining forces with Mercia Minis once again. 

We then had a great combined turnout of 19 Minis from MCR/Mercia for the Malvern 19th Spring Mini Show and classic car show. A 
really good show and, once again, the weather was particularly nice. There was also a good number of trade stands catering for all types 
of classic cars. 

Yet another great show at Ragley Hall with MCR Worcestershire Region. The Bank Holiday weather was just what the Doctor ordered.

Mick Rowley

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Mark Ruff with Les at Ragley Hall
Worcestershire region at Ragley Hall

Mk1 and Mk2 Cooper Ss’ at the 19th Malvern Spring showMCR and Merica Minis at the Malvern Spring show

Mercia Mini Club line up

MCR Worcestershire region 
at Himley Hall Mini show
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

1979 Mini Clubman Estate1100 in russet brown 50K miles, been 
laid up in dry garage for 21 years.  Should only require light 
recommissioning to put back on the road.  Totally original car never 
been stripped. Becoming rare in this condition and starting to 
increase in value. Location of vehicle is Thame, Oxfordshire.  £2,500 
ono contact Simon 01978 266804 or email simon.susan@btinternet.
com. For more details and  arrange viewings.
Parts for sale

RSP Mini Cooper S car number 10 to be built and is in excellent 
condition. It has only covered 38,000 miles from new. There is an 
extensive file with it including the original invoice from John Cooper 
garages. I live in the west of Ireland and so the car is on Irish plates. I 
have the original UK plates for it. I am open to sensible offers for the 
car in the region of £20,000. If you are seriously interested in buying 
my car then please contact me at:  danmoloney@live.ie West Ireand.
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MiniWorld is proud to support
the Mini Cooper Register.
Find stunning feature cars
and informative historical

articles in every issue.


