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Plastic Interior Mirrors

Door Mirrors - pre ‘80s

Door Mirrors - ‘80s on

Mk1/2 Washer Jets

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Lightweight Large 
Impeller Water Pump 
-  with Three Year Guarantee
GWP134EVO, GWP187EVO & GWP188EVO £18.90
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1947.89
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2340.00

We stock all standard and performance parts
1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . exchange £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps from £15.83 CNC race type from £108.66
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Comprehensive range of 
road/rally/race gearbox parts 
including 5 speed gearbox and 
Evolution diffs. Only RHP and 
top quality bearings stocked. 
No cheap imports that fall apart!
Original market leading Evo crosspin diff 
The best available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Competition baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . . . . . .£23.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

AP clutch road/race plus flywheel
Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £48.60
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . £32.18
Fast road/rally C-AHT595 180mm . . . . . . . . £63.28
AP Racing fast road/rally clutch plate 180mm £118.37
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £89.10
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £12.30
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355 . . . . . . . . . £18.28
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

WHITE

£30.30

Each

£4.20

As fitted from 1964 on
Grey 24A1750 £29.40
White24A2110 £30.30

Original pre ‘80s door mirrors. 
Flat glass, stainless steel head
Right hand - GAM215A £17.16 each 
Left hand - GAM216A £17.16 each
Also fits later cars using 
M90999 fitting kit £3.00

Original white backed type as 
fitted to post 1994 Minis. 
Pair £36.00 Order as GS25320
Black also available. Order as GS25319. Pair £30.62
All mirrors available separately

£17.16

GREY

£29.40

PAIR

£36.00

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Forget all the poly and uprated bushes when different lower
arms or tie bars are fitted. What you need is an offset rubber bush
to compensate with the extra distortion caused when correcting
the geometry on Minis.
Car set of lower arm bushes. . . . £12.26   
Part No C-STR632

Mini Spares are the main
sponsors of Mighty Mini,  Mini
Miglia and Mini Seven Racing

Most of the participants in these race series use our
parts!  Parts which they can trust and they find
superior to those of our competitors - surely that says
it all?  If you’re building to win, shop at Mini Spares!  

Suspension 
Cone
The only 
genuine 
cone springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. 
Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.70
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

£7.50

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

Cooper S Distributor
Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves. 
Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor arm
12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £58.50
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion 
kits! All the best quality distributors and 
parts stocked for road and race

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £79.20
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Visit the official
MiniSpares.com

website for
pictures,

downloads,
catalogues,

current prices &
special deals

Check out our 
updated website

See website for
up to date prices

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Mini Spares - NORTH

Mini Spares - MIDLANDS

Sales Showroom & Mail Order

HEAD OFFICE (London - A1M/M25)
Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar, Herts. 
EN6 3JN (Close to A1M & M25)

Tel: 01707 607700 (UK)
Tel: (+44)1707 607702 (Export)
Fax: 01707 656 786
Email: sales@minispares.com

Visit our branches...

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

or

£23.04

From brand new forgings, 
nitrided EN40B crank with large counter balanced webs
and bored holes for the big ends which reduces the re-
ciprocating weight of the crankshaft and does not ne-
cessitate drilling through the counterbalance webs.
Forgings are known to be stronger than billets as the
grain pattern follows the shape of the webs and bearings
whereas the billet type is machined across the grain.

For 1275cc blocks and made in 81.3mm and 86mm
stroke. . . . . . . . . . .£1657.92

Forged Cranks

New!

Supporting the Mini
owner since 1975

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

£40.69

Our own stainless steel bumper - fits BETTER
than Rover original! Part No.DPB10166
(Wrap around ends). . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20

Bumper and Brightwork

£55.20All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £68.44
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . . . . . . . £33.60
Non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . . . . . . . £24.00
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91

Minispares headlamp rings
Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . . £9.42
Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.20
S/steel inner ring DHF100010SS . £10.00

Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

NEW!
£18.90

Hook End Black Wiper Arms

State left or right hand drive
when ordering

Fits 1990 on

Each

£11.40

Clutches & Flywheels

www.minispares.com

Body, Mechanical & TrimCATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2 catalogue. Completely re-written to include all models from 1959-2000.

Now 219 fully 
illustrated pages.
If you've got a Mini 

you need an AKM2 which has received rave reviews.

The new MINISPARES NORTH is now open!

Cooperworld ad v62.qxp_Layout 2  02/12/2015  15:39  Page 1
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

February magazine – 1st January
March magazine – 1st February
April magazine – 1st March

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H)

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman

Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, 
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
russell.earnshaw@adp-architects.com 

Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539 
mk3sregistrar@hotmail.com

Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 
76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
barbaraalexander945@btinternet.com 

Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net 

Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, 
Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar

Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road,  
London N21 1JE  020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 

Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
stevebee49@live.co.uk

Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
daviddavies15@sky.com

Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019 
gingerfoss@hotmail.com

Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
dickens.garry@gmail.com  

1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE    
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org

New MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge,  
TN32 5QW  01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org 

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org forum.minicooper.org 

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Website and Forum 
Position Vacant

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb 
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH 
07834 081697 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Ken Hunter 01344 772446 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary 

DVLA V765 Contact 
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
email - v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert.indd   1 12/03/2015   16:36
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 



Mini Cooper Register | 7

EDITORIAL
B y the time you receive and read this 

copy of CooperWorld Christmas 
will be all but over and done with and 
we will all be welcoming in 2016. Which 
leads me nicely on to wishing all our 
MCR members a happy and prosperous 
New Year!

So, what do we have for you in the 
January 2016 issue of CooperWorld? 
Well, I am pleased to say that we 
have a new and exciting addition to 
the magazine called the Feature Car 

article. And what an interesting car we have got for the first article of 
many to follow I hope. The feature car is no less than the late Peter 
O’Toole’s Mini Cooper S now owned and sympathetically restored by 
Dave Boswell. I won’t say anymore about it here other than to urge 
you to read the fascinating story about this famous actor’s former car.

I don’t think I am wrong in saying that what a lot of us love about the 
Mini (me included) is the perception of it being the cute but plucky 
little giant killer when it comes to motorsport. Even now, some 50 
years after it was first used in competition by BMC, it is still being 
used as the weapon of choice by some for serious competition. So, it 
was heartening to receive not one, but two, articles from members 
who had taken part in separate competitive rallies in their cars. One 
of the articles is from Phil Lilley who has only recently got back into 
rallying after a long layoff and so is finding his rallying feet again as so 
much has changed in the sport since he was last involved in it. Please 
read his account of the trials and tribulations he went through on the 
recent Grizedale Rally which he competed in.

The second article is from Clive King and he recounts his 
experiences on what was once known as the RAC Rally in its 
heyday, but is now known as Rally GB. Although Clive was 
rallying in the historic rally car class for obvious reasons, the 
cars still went on some of the same rally stages covered by 
today’s WRC cars and often literally in their tracks! Going by 
Clive’s account of the rally it was hard on the participating cars 
- so much so that many fell by the wayside which is what most 
expected would be the fate of their Mini! But that was not what 
transpired for Clive? and I will leave saying anymore than that 
and let you enjoy reading about what happened.

Finally, Justin Ridyard, our club Events Co-ordinator, has 
appropriately, perhaps, written an article on the country’s 
premier classic motor show which is held each year at the NEC 
since he kindly takes time off to arrange for the club to have a 
presence at this high profile show along with a fantastic display 
of some of our club members’ cars. It really is a shop window 
for the club and we usually do well over the three days of the 
show in terms of signing up new members and selling club 
regalia. Do read Justin’s article on what’s involved in putting on a 
display stand at this show.

The above is just a taster of what’s in the magazine this month so 
do delve in and enjoy the rest.

Paul Sulma 

We need someone to take over the 
very important post of

Webmaster 

The role also involves management of the club’s 
leased server, maintenance of the Forum and 

administration of the Facebook page.

Committee meetings take place 
five time a year.

Contact Robert Young initially 
for more information

COMMITTEE POST
WEBSITE

Queenstown

Classic car trim specialist 
offerering retrimming 
service encompassing 
all aspects of classic and 
modern re-upholstery.

• Complete retrims

• Hood repairs

• Headlinings

• Seat repairs

• Carpets etc.

Coach & Trim

All work is carried out to 
the highest quality and 
at  very competitive rates

10% 
DISCOUNT 
TO CLUB 
MEMBERS

PLEASE CALL:

0207 622 4734 or
0207 720 8600
EMAIL: jdjosephs@hotmail.com

92 QUEENSTOWN ROAD 
LONDON SW8 3RY



Halfords tool box full of tools, donated by Carole Nash, may have helped 
just a bit. You can read the report of the NEC show later in the magazine 
and for the record, the winner of the lucky draw for that tool box was Jon 
Mark from Sheffield. Congratulations and welcome to the MCR.

So, we look forward to 2016, which I’m sure will be a successful year for us. 
As mentioned last month, once again, Tony Salter has agreed to run Beaulieu, 
with the real hope that he can have a volunteer to shadow him with them 
taking over the following year. We are still, however, waiting for this saviour 
to step forward and help Tony. With 2016 being an even numbered year, this 
signifies we will be running Minis to Monte - and already we have a full entry 
list and a reserve list has been started. For those disappointed, it may still be 
worth getting onto the reserve list, as the event, being ten months away, it 
is very likely some will drop out for various reasons, so places will become 
available I’m sure.  Email Lesley Young if you are interested.

New for next year is that we hope to be able to run a weekend Touring 
Assembly road run which seems, by popular demand, to be something 
that member’s want. It will be an event to enjoy that won’t eat into family 
holiday time and is affordable and a good excuse to use the car. For those 
with long memories, the Wye Valley run was a very popular event and 
whilst the Cotswold Run we put on did run into problems with complaints 
of driving standards, we hope lessons learnt will enable us to have another 
go. It is early days in the planning but the idea is to have a weekend in 
Wales, with a couple of days motoring over some of the fabulous roads 
Wales has to offer, hopefully in May, so actually not that far away. If this 
concept is a success, it would be good to offer a similar weekend road run 
in May each year. May is preferred so as not to be in conflict with our Minis 
to Monte or Ireland events later in the year, and with luck the roads should 
be relatively free of holiday traffic. More details as soon as we can. 

It only remains for me to thank you all for your support over the past 
year and making the club the success it has become. We can all be 
proud to belong to a brilliant and active club.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Happy New Year to one and all and, 
likely a happy Christmas too, as 

this issue, if all goes to plan, should drop 
through your letter box just before 
the entire country closes down for the 
Christmas holidays. Where did 2015 go?  
The year was a very successful one for 
the club with a very profitable Beaulieu in 
June, thanks to Tony Salter and his small 
band of helpers and so our finances are in 
a good position. We had a brilliant Minis to 
Ireland run later in the year and the club 
membership numbers continue to grow. 

With CooperWorld now being widely regarded as one of the very best club 
magazines out there, we are in a very good place. 

I have to thank Carole Nash, our sponsors, for their continued and 
valuable support of the club and, indeed, all the regular advertisers in our 
magazine. It also falls to me to, once more, thank each and every one of 
our hardworking Committee for both their support and contributions 
throughout the year – without them the club would be in dire trouble 
and, of course, not forgetting all of our Registrars who, these days, mostly 
report each and every month in CooperWorld. Since my early days of 
being a club member, I have always felt Registrars should contribute 
something in the club magazine regularly for members with particular cars 
to have a bit to read about their marque each month. We now seem to 
achieve that most months. So thanks for your continual efforts too.

The end of the year is always marked by the NEC Classic Motor show 
which, despite being a huge commitment in both time and money for the 
club, is a ‘must do’ event for us as it is, without doubt, one of the biggest 
shows out there. Our thanks, once again, go to our hard worked Events 
Co-ordinator, Justin Ridyard, who once more masterminded the show 
on behalf of the club. Also again Sally Salter sold well from our Club shop 
(the car covers sold particularly well) and Lesley Young, our membership 
secretary, surpassed herself by signing up forty three new members 
(fifty three if you include joint members). The lure of a chance to win a 
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We welcome the following long list of new members who joined during November

NEW MEMBERS
Jeremy Aplin, Newton Abbot, Devon
Bridget & Ashley Marr, Beccles, Suffolk
Richard Waller, London
Matthew Smiley, Faversham Kent
John Speirs, Cardiff, South Wales
Adam Cooke, Fareham, Hampshire
Steve Jones, Wells, Somerset
Tom Matisi, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
Mark Cornwell, Romsey, Hampshire
Raymond Low, Sheffield, South Yorkshire
Ian Stringer, Droitwich, Worcs
Nick & Sam Chivers, Romsey Hants
Simon Renton, Speldhurst, Kent
Ian Hamilton, Hightae, Dumfrieshire
Adam Bellman, Ashford, Kent
Bruce Kelly, Cults, Aberdeen
Richard Keen, Haughton, Stafford
Duncan Wild, Sutton, Chester
Petra & Sean Sullivan, Reigate, Surrey
Ian & Tracie Richmond, Groby, Leicester
James Pavey, Southampton, Hants
Alan & Francessa Edwards, Shrewsbury, Shropshire
Michael Adlington, Balsall, Common
Frank Hubbard, Gomersal, West Yorkshire
Colin Chapman, Preston, Lancs
Adrian Howarth, Preston, Lancs
Richard Banks, Newark, Notts
Daniel Thackray, London
Andrew Fraser, Bolton, Lancs
Leah Thomas, Anglesey

Richard & Rochelle Cohen, Letchworth Heath, Herts
Gordon & Michelle Rhodes, Braintree, Essex
Janine Lyttle & David Connelly, Co Down, N. Ireland
Max Bond, Romford, Essex
Stuart & Max Alcorn, Telford, Shropshire
Sopie Hawkins, Wadebridge, Cornwall
Michael Bilton, Gainsborough, Lincs
Wayne & Melina Hanson, Sheffield, S Yorks
Robert Lyons, Strabane, Co Tyrone
Debra Croucher, High Wycombe, Bucks
Wayne Jackson, Barnetby Le Wold, Lincs
Guy Griffiths, London
Richard Gasson, Bracknell, Berkshire
Alan Webb Moore & Guy Hudson, Crawley, West Sussex
Leah Martin, Newbury, Berkshire
John Cooper, Sunderland, Tyne And Wear
John Winn, Northallerton, N Yorkshire
Sandra & Stephen Bird, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands
David Collier, Rockford
Liam Trickett, Nuneaton, Warwickshire
Andrew Santon, Filey, North Yorkshire
Anthony Mckeon, Co Kildare Ireland
Larry & Mary Power, Clarina, Co. Limerick
Peter Lee, Buckingham, Buckinghamshire
Clare Littlefield, Chichester, West Sussex
Jon Mark, Sheffield, South Yorkshire
John Brooke, Wakefield
Simon Archer, Haywards Heath, West Sussex
Paul & Suzanne Drew, Braintree, Essex



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED
Unit 2 Broadfield Farm, Great Somerford, Chippenham, Wiltshire  Sn15 5El   Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316   Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk   Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk
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EVENTS

Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2016

January

Event: Wirral to Llandudno Mini Run  
Date: 10th January 
Location: Bromborough to Rhos-On-Seas 
Contact: http://wirralminis.com/wirral-to-llandudno-
run/ 

Event: Mini Winter Rally 2016   
Date: 22nd 23rd & 24th January 
Location: Switzerland 
Contact: http://mini-winter-rally.blogspot.ch/ or   
mini.winter.rally.2005@gmail.com 

Event: MCR Hinton Firs Weekend  
Date: 29th – 31st January 2016 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: Josh Bromage   
secretary@minicooper.org    
or telephone 07950 753299 

Event: British Mini Fair    
Date: 31st January 
Location: Bingley Hall, Stafford 
Contact: Wilts Region Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

February

Event: London Classic Car Show   
Date: 18-21st February 2016 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

 March

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show  
Date: 5th and 6th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April

Event: Brooklands Mini Day   
Date: 3rd April (Sunday) 
Location: Brooklands Museum, Surrey 
Contact: Thames Valley Region - Kenneth Hunter 
kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com

Event: Pride of Longbridge   
Date: 16th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge,  
B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

Event: 7th Downton Classic & Custom Vehicle Show 
Date: Sat 30th April 
Location: The Brian Whitehead Sports Club, Wick Lane, 
Downton. Wilts SP5 3NF 
Contact: downton@live.co.uk

May

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day  
Date: 30th April - 2nd May TBC 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park for MK1 Mini’s 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: Donington Historic Festival   
Date: 30th April - 2nd May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 30th April - 2nd May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: British Mini Day   
Date: 8th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2016  
Date: 12-16th May 
Location: Lommel Belgium 
Contact: http://www.imm2016.be/   
Club presence: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Mini Run 2016 
Date: 22nd May 2016 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: The Really Retro and Classic Car Show  
Date: Sunday 22nd May 
Location: Seighford Drving Centre, Clanford Road, 
Seighford, Stafford 
Contact: midlandscarshows@gmail.com 

June

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: 12th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINIs. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 18th-19th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

July

Event: Champagne Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 2nd-3rd July 
Location: Champagne Region, France 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

Event: Festival of Speed    
Date: 8th-9th-10th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Lavender Run    
Date: 24th July TBC 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic   
Date: 22nd, 23th and 24th July (Club presence likely to 
be one day TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

August

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill   
Date: 5th-7th August 
Location: Marley Eternit Social Club, Whaddon Road, 
Meldreth 
Contact: Trevor knowles.madhouse@virgin.net

Event: Croft Nostalgia    
Date: 6th – 7th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car and military 
vehicle show. 
Contact: http://www.croftmilitary.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park    
Date: 14th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Biggar Rally    
Date: TBC 14th August 
Location: Biggar. Rally, static car show, concours and 
autojumble.  Camping also available.   
Date: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.
co.uk

Event: Ham Sandwich Run (Touring assembly) 
Date: 21st August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard -   
h13jkr@hotmail.com

September

Event: Mini Fest 2016    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse 
Contact: http://www.britishminiclub.co.uk/about-the-
club/mini-fest

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 9th – 11th September TBC 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: TBC September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Rally Car Day    
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Brian Davage - bridavage@gmail.com

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: TBC September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or   
Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

October

Event: Minis to Monte 2016  
(Event full but reserve list open)  
Date: 1st - 8th October 
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -    
membership@minicooper.org

Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: TBC October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

November

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 11th- 13th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard -    
events@minicooper.org
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.



EVENTS

Another fantastic show for the club in 2015 with a journey that 
starts for us in March with putting in our application for a stand, 

then hopefully confirmation follows which kicks off a stream of tasks. 
Firstly, we have to put together a mission statement and then health 
and safety paperwork must be filled in and once these tasks have 
been completed the display material can be created. Later in the 
year electricity needs to be ordered for the show and during the 
summer we keep a keen eye out for suitable cars to display at the 
show. It’s a big ask for a car owner and we are pleased to say we 
never have a shortage of willing volunteers within the club. 

This year thanks must go to Malcolm Huxley for showing his Safari 
Mini, Simon Joslin for the Vortz sponsored Cooper S, Neville 
Smyth for his gorgeous Radford Deville and the 3 RSP ‘S’ owners, 
Roger Hunt, Mike Standring and Desmond Lavery for showing their 
cars and celebrating 25 years since production. All the owners gave 
their time on the stand speaking to the general public on behalf of 
the club. So an extra thank you for doing this too.

The weekend itself starts on the Thursday morning first thing with 
the volunteers setting off from the south coast to the NEC. Once 

By Justin Ridyard 
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The brilliant stand crew

Peter McIlvenny of Carole Nash Insurance 
picking ticket 26 (Jon Mark of Shefield) the 
winner of the tool box donated by Carole Nash

RSP birthday display



we arrive the usual paperwork had to be 
filled in to get near the arena halls and 
this year it proved a difficult job getting 
past a jobs worth on the door. It was, 
however, lovely to have other volunteers 
join us namely, Ian Hitchman and Richard 
Humphrey who helped us with the set up. 
The first job being the laying of the carpet 
and the stand set up. Then the owners start 
to arrive with their cars, and, again, we 
had an excellent display of cars. We were 
originally due to have been tucked away 
in the corner of hall 3 but a late pull out 
from a trader enabled us an upgrade on the 
main walk way between halls 2 and 3 and a 
superb spot for footfall.

Then an early with a full English breakfast on 
the Friday morning and off we set for three 
busy days. We get swamped on the stand by 
members of the general public and many club 
members visiting during the weekend to chat 
or buy regalia. Once again this year a good 
number of new members joined the club and 
a decent amount of car covers and other items 
of regalia were sold.

As always the NEC provides a great insight 
into the variety of the classic car movement 
and a good guide to prices cars can fetch. 
There were a few bargains at the show also, 
for example there was a great MGB for less 
than 7k and a little Alfa at 110k reflecting its 
variety. A little dash of supercar porn was also 
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EVENTS

Enzo Ferrari (in cut out form!)

Malcolm Huxley’s Safari Rally car



EVENTS

present, where prices have gone through the 
roof on some models and so only the really 
rich can afford to buy these toys.

A huge thanks to Robert and Lesley Young, Sally 
Salter, Richard Lush and Adam Bellman who ran 
the stand for the entire weekend. It was really 
lovely for me personally to meet and make new 
friends in Malcolm, Desmond, Neville and his 
family (dad Dickie, brother Nigel and his son 
Jason). Roger and Simon being old friends it was 
great to catch up and socialise too. 

Didn’t think I would say it so soon after the 
show but here’s to next year! The feet have 
recovered too by now!

If you would like to show your car at next 
year’s show that would be great, variety is 
always good. Please catch up with me during 
2016 to discuss.

Justin Ridyard
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Our busy stand

Neville Smyth’s Radford De Ville

The MCR stand ready for action

Simon Joslin’s Vortz Cooper
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A classic combination

• CV JOINTS • GAUGES • ENGINE • IGNITION • CYLINDER HEAD MOUNTINGS • ARCHES • SEALS • ELECTRICS • GEARBOX •

• PANELS • CLUTCH • BEARINGS • BRAKES • FUEL PUMPS SUSPENSION • WHEELS/TYRES • CARPETS • HUBS BEARINGS •
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Min-its is now part of Leacy 
Classics which means that  
our good service will now 

become great service backed 
up by the strength and 

diversity of the Leacy brand. 

For more details visit 
www. leacyclassics.com

Leacy MG Limited
Aston Lane, Perry Barr, 

Birmingham, 
B20 3BW.

T: 0121-356-3003
F: 0121-356-8686

E: info@min-its.com
W: www.leacyclassics.com

Leacey_Ad_186x63mm(12.15).indd   1 07/12/2015   17:46

By Iain Ayre & 
Martin Webber
Veloce Publishing Ltd   - www.veloce.co.uk
ISBN No. 978-1-845841-16-4  
UPC 6-36847-04116-8
£40 plus p&p if ordered via Veloce.

Book Review − The ultimate Mini restoration manual
By Paul Sulma

You might think from the title of this book that it is a detailed step 
by step ‘workshop’ type manual on how to restore a Mini. But, 

as the author points out in his introduction, it certainly is not and so 
the author refers the reader to use his book in conjunction with a 
recognised workshop manual such as a Haynes manual.

Perhaps the book could be better described as a ‘how to’ guide as 
it aims to give the reader useful, realistic and practical information 
on how to go about restoring a Mini. The author claims in his book 
to “bring to the table a further 20 years of hands-on experience of 
fixing elderly, corroded and bodged Minis without factory tools”.  
The author also believes strongly that restoring Minis should be 
fun and admits to taking a slightly light hearted approach to writing 
the book. Nevertheless, the subject matter is, however, taken 
seriously with extensive contributions from the co author and 
technical editor Martin Webber.

Following on from the introduction the second chapter of the book, 
entitled ‘Getting tooled up’, provides a lot of useful information on 
what you might need in order to have the right tools to undertake a 
restoration, as well as how to approach it in order to have the best 
possible chance of actually finishing it when so many don’t.

The third chapter covers in some detail advice on choosing an 
appropriate Mini to restore as well as providing useful buying tips 
and pitfalls to watch out for. The fourth chapter gets down to the 
main emphasis of the book being on bodywork restoration. Here 
two cars are used as examples of what’s involved in the restoration 
of a rusted Mini shell and how to go about the restoration work. 
There are numerous annotated photographs in this section illustrating 
the type and extent of work that was required to be undertaken 
on the two cars. Towards the end of this chapter there is a section 
covering fibreglass repairs and allied to this some advice on alternative 
replacement bodies such as that of the Mini Marcos or GTM.

The remaining twelve chapters cover all aspects of the restoration 
of Minis including; engine overhauls, electrics, painting and powder 
coating etc, not to mention possible upgrades and updates. However, 
in my view most of these aspects are not covered in any depth and 
certainly not detailed enough to be anything more than a rough guide. 
Additionally, there is little to no attention paid to originality if that is 
what you seek to achieve when embarking on a restoration.

Although this is not the cheapest paperback car manual on the 
market at £40, I do think that this book would make an ideal absolute 
beginner’s guide for anyone who might be contemplating their first 
ever Mini restoration/repair.

Paul Sulma



Price On Application explained
By John Parnell

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

It was there in abundance at the Classic and Sportscar magazine London 
show held at Alexandra Palace, and again at the NEC Classic Motor Show. 

You get drawn to a particular car that grabs your interest only to find that 
the seller has killed the punch line by printing ‘POA’ where the price should 
be.  Is it an elitist’s game of: ‘If you have to ask the price, you cannot afford 
it? Or is there more to the ‘Price On Application’ abbreviation that has now 
even invaded the market for the humble Mini Cooper?

Far from being a sneer at those of us with more modest pockets, the 
term Price On Application (or POR - Price On Request) is used by 
sellers for many reasons and in all manner of trades, not just classic 
cars. Typically it is also found in the sale of houses, antiques, artwork 
and other collectables.

So why are sellers of classic cars sometimes reluctant to display a price?

1. The seller does not know how much the car is worth or cannot 
decide on a price but wants to place it on the open market to gauge 
the chance of selling. A price may appear at a later date.

2. The market is too fluid to call. A seller may not want to commit to a 
price, especially in a rising market. Under these circumstances they 
may have a figure in mind, or one that they think they can achieve, 
but don’t want to be seen as being over optimistic.

3. To generate a phone call. Even in this digital age, many dealers view 
the voice-to-voice interaction of a telephone enquiry as the best 
opportunity to sell a car. It is also possible that the same person may 
themselves have a car to sell or part exchange.

4. Customer filtering. In conjunction with ‘3’ above,  a car that is 
deemed to be expensive might just be enough to deter a casual 
enquirer, while someone going to the trouble of calling in response 
to a ‘POA’ advert is less likely to be a time waster.  

5. Reserving the right to change the price. The price today might not 
be the same tomorrow.

6. Price protection. This allows the seller to avoid any awkward 
questions if the price is prone to fluctuation. POA also prevents 
other dealers from knowing the sale price, particularly if the vehicle 
is rare or the seller has cornered the market.

7. The car is sold but has yet to be paid for so the seller keeps it on the 
market at POA in case the deal falls through.

8. The car is on Sale or Return (SOR) or consignment. It is common 
for dealers to sell a vehicle as an agent on behalf of an owner. This 

can create a different set of problems of its own and very often the 
easiest option is not to display a price. Typical scenarios might be:
(a) Where the owner keeps changing their mind about price. 
(b) Perhaps the owner wants a high price but is not in a hurry to part 
with the car.
(c) The car is still with the owner and not available to be displayed at 
the dealer.
(d) The car has remained with the dealer for an extended period 
with no communication from the owner.
(e) Depending on the terms of the sale or return agreement, the dealer 
may wish to conceal the asking price from the owner. Typically this 
might be if a sum has already been agreed with the owner but the dealer 
believes they can achieve a much higher sale price. Conversely, it might 
be the owner who wishes to keep the sale price of the car confidential.  
Whatever, it is always useful to ask if a car is being offered on a sale or 
return basis as it can change the whole dynamic of a potential transaction.

POA - Buyer Pitfalls

1. On enquiry, the seller has to leave you ‘on hold’ to check the price. 
This generally means that the price isn’t fixed.

2. The seller tries to qualify you before giving a price, such as asking 
what other cars you have looked at. This may mean they are 
attempting to ascertain how deep your pockets are.

3. The price keeps going up. Even after a deal has been agreed a seller 
might later say that they have received a higher offer. If this should 
happen, then no matter how much you want the car; don’t get 
drawn into a bidding situation.

4. “Are you a serious buyer?” Such effrontery, suggesting that the price 
is dictated by the level of your intent, deserves a suitable riposte.

5. Sale or return. If the car is being sold under a sale or return agreement 
it is worth establishing who, in the eyes of the dealer, will be responsible 
for any post sale issues - the seller or the dealer? From a legal 
perspective, liability rests with the dealer as the seller’s authorised 
agent, but if the dealer states otherwise this could spell trouble ahead.

6. Price justification. A seller will generally compare their vehicle to similar 
ones being offered elsewhere in the marketplace. As a prospective 
buyer, it makes sense to check market prices first (if that is possible) and 
to bear in mind that the cars still for sale are the ones that haven’t sold. 

John Parnell

(Source: Edward Legge: www.classicandsportsfinance.com)
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

To view our complete stock visit our website www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 
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FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

The winner is KMP (aka Kris)
Congratulations to KMP. 

KMP wrote: This is a photo I 
took a couple of years ago at 
the Westonbirt arboretum in 
Gloucester. They had so many 
nice colours in the rare trees 
there, nice place for a walk.
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Mini Cooper Register Bournemouth Weekend
29th January – 31st January 2016, Hinton Firs Hotel

Hi All

How quick a year has gone – and how soon the preparations of 
this weekend have come round.

Just a reminder for all who pre-booked from the 2015 event if you 
haven’t already been contacted by the hotel for your deposit they 
should be in touch shortly or please make contact with the hotel 
on 01202 555409 to pay your deposit, it will speed things up for 
the hotel and make the process easier for all. A deposit of £20 per 
person will be required.

This means for all those who haven’t booked and are interested 
need to contact the hotel as any remaining rooms will be allocated 
on a first come first served basis from November 1st.

For those of you who haven’t yet experienced this weekend event 
please try and join us – it is a great way to meet up with fellow 
members in lovely surroundings and a scenic location – it certainly 
makes a refreshing change during otherwise miserable winter 
months. I can guarantee you will enjoy it.

The weekend will take its usual format kicking off with a guest 
speaker on Friday night, and then starting with a short road run 
on Saturday Morning ending at a place of local interest followed 

by a KWIZZ Saturday afternoon ahead of the candlelit dinner 
Saturday evening with a fundraising raffle with very generously 
donated prizes of which proceeds go to a nominated worthy 
cause followed by evening entertainment. Then the weekend is 
finished on Sunday with a hearty breakfast and followed by a filling 
Sunday Lunch to fuel your tank for your journey’s home!!! Whilst 
waiting for Sunday Lunch during the Sunday morning there will 
be a chance to take a stroll along the sea-front taking or relax in 
the hotel – whichever you prefer!!! There will also be a chance 
to purchase hand-made jewellery and other items which may be 
available for purchase.

Dress code for Saturday evening is as announced at this year’s 
event is “black tie/formal wear” but of course this is not at all 
compulsory but just adds to the experience of the weekend!!!!

If you have any queries or would like to contribute towards 
the weekend in any way or have any special requests – I always 
appreciate any volunteers who come forward to help make the 
weekend great for all of us please of course contact me on 07950 
753299 or 07910 901462.

Best Regards

Josh Bromage
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LETTERS
From the guard house 

The 2015 NEC Classic Motor Show for me will, I think, exceed my 
greatest expectations.  I must admit I was concerned that our club 
stand was originally allocated a space hidden away in a far corner by 
the food outlets and toilets next to the British Mini Club, but I was 
very happy when I delivered the 1978 Richard Longman, Patrick 
Motors Mini Clubman to the Carole Nash stand (our sponsors) 
on Thursday to discover that the club had been relocated to a 
prominent position close the main entrance to Hall 2 near the mega 
Jaguar/Land Rover stand. Maybe Justin’s Kent Fish & Chip franchise 
took the club’s original spot! (Only joking Justin).

Set up day is always an enjoyable but tiring experience for club 
stand organisers and it was good to catch up with Sally Salter and 
Graham who have, for many years, supported the show with club 
regalia sales as a double act.

Justin assembled an excellent choice of club vehicles including no less 
than 3 RSPs celebrating their 25th anniversary.  I am sure that the late 
Stephen Smith is watching us from above with admiration at the very 
professional image the club continues to promote.  May I also comment 
that the Radford Hatchback which celebrated its 50th Anniversary of 
launch on 7th October 2015 and Neville Smyth’s car looked excellent.

A big thank you to the owners of the cars displayed and all the helpers.  
The show is always very exhausting for all involved.  Well done 
everyone.  Keep Calm and support the club but please do not touch.

Cliff  Porter

Luminition distributors

I was interested to read Alan Booth’s current experiences with 
Lumenition electronic distributor modules in December’s CooperWorld.  
I suffered similar failures to Alan’s and it was not until I bought my third 
unit I decided to change to a Distributor Doctor electronic distributor. 

I wrote about my experiences in 2011 and the letter is reproduced 
below. Since I changed to the Distributor Doctor’s modified 
distributor cam coil I have not experienced any further failures.

One of the weaknesses of the Lumenition unit was its intolerance 
to heat and, as part of another article I’m putting together, I have 
been monitoring Mini under bonnet temperatures. With an outside 
ambient tempreture of 20 - 25°C the temperature between the 
oil cooler and block can reach 45°C in traffic. The Mini powertrain 
package can also subject distributors to high temperatures and I feel 
that this contributes to some of these ignition module failures.

Having said all that, since my 2011 letter, we now have available 
complete electronic distributors, with variable advance curves 
that are a significant step forward regarding design and reliability 
of this component.

Richard Pengelly

Richard’s letter from 2011 

I was interested to read Robert Young’s Ex Works and Competition 
Car Register column’s article on electronic Ignitions.

I to have had similar problems with Luminition Magnetronic 
electronic ignition! In fact I am now on my third module. The first 
failure I just put it down to one of those things, the second, bad 
luck, but when the third unit failed. I felt some investigation was 
required. The Luminition advertising blurb says ‘’Important for 

those Classic Car purists who don’t want to break down in the 
middle of nowhere on a rainy afternoon’’

On looking back in my car log book (yes I’m bit of an anorak 
logging events and mileages) I found that the first two modules 
failed at about 5,000 miles.  So I sent first two failures these back 
to Luminition for investigation. The first one they said was working 
OK but (when it failed I could not get the car going again but I have 
to assume they are right). The second failed due to over heating. So 
on discussing this with the technician at Luminition he told me that 
Magnetronic Electronic Ignition Modules fitted inside the distributor 
cap were meant for Morris 1000’s and similar cars driven around 
at 40 mph. Any faster driving overheated the module, which 
eventually lead to failure! Well that’s not explained in there adds.

So with my third module (and probably my last) I ran my car at 
4,500 rev/min for about 20 miles to warm up the engine and 
module. Once warmed up the tachometer started to flicker. The 
tachometer (rev counter) works off pulses from the ignition, and 
any missed firing pulses or irregularities in ignition firing shows up 
in flickering of the tacho needle. So it seems that once warm the 
Magnetronic Electronic module works its way to failure.

In fairness, Luminition do an ‘Optronic Electrical Ignition’ that has 
a power module fitted outside the distributor which probably 
keeps cooler and does not suffer from the over heating problems 
experience with their Magnetronic ignition system. Has anybody 
experience of these units? 

So there we have it. If you drive your Mini in a spirited manner fit 
an Electronic Ignition Module that sits outside the distributor cap 
and keeps cool. Otherwise wait for failure to occur.

Richard Pengelly

CooperWorld 

Just wanted to say what a good and colourful read the December 
edition was. Not just Minis to Ireland (although I am slightly biased 
there) but loads of other good articles as well. 

Have a great Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Richard and Linda Sign
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
Five speed Mini gearbox

Browsing, as I was, through back copies 
of Autocar to find something else, I 

stumbled across an article, published in 
November 1966 of the newly announced 
5 speed gearbox produced by Jack Knight. 
Five speed boxes are, of course, nothing 
new these days but back then, quite 
revolutionary. They were available for 
both the Mini and the 1100; the close ratio 
gearbox had an overdrive fifth gear and 
was available in either a touring or racing 
version, where the top gear is varied. The 
4th gear is a standard direct 1:1 drive with 

the 5th gear being 0.83 for touring and if you specify the racing box 
it’s 0.9. This translates to a drop of 1,000rpm from 7,000rpm for the 
touring option and 640rpm when specifying the racing version. 

The first gear is standard and the other ratios all the same as per the 
Special Tuning close ratio gearbox. However, gone is the bulk ring 
syncromesh, replaced by ‘dog’ engagement. Although difficult to initially 
master, especially for road use, the speed of change is the big benefit 
over syncromesh, which just needs a little time to ‘grab’ the next gear 
to allow for a crunch free change. It also, in this case especially, saves 
space in the gear casing.
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The gate of the gearbox, shown below, together with the 
corresponding drive train links, has the reverse opposite 1st gear 
- but it does have a pull up catch on the gear lever to prevent 
accidental engagement of reverse when going for 2nd gear. Not to be 
recommended.  Not being familiar with the intricate building or use 
of a five speed box, I’m not sure if this layout persisted throughout its 
production life and if other five speed boxes are similar. But it makes for 
an interesting engineering topic if nothing else.

Bertone Mini

Another snippet, this time from Autocar November 1965 was the 
Bertone Mini. Proclaimed as another luxury Mini to join the market, 
already dominated by Radford and Hooper, the car was modified by 
the Cooper Car Company in Surbiton. Only new cars were undertaken 
and it seems Coopers had space to undertake the work as the racing 
division had moved away. The work entailed a full repaint and a new 
luxury interior with special seats, instrument panel, copious amounts of 
leather, a central consol and electric window. 

All pretty much what was expected of the luxury make over these cars 
were subjected to at that time for the rich and famous. The car did, as 
we can see, have a very distinctive front grill arrangement, which would 
seem to indicate some quite extensive metal work to accommodate the 
change of shape – probably at the expense of airflow at a guess.

Delivery was around 3 months, so the extra cost of between £365 
and £580, depending upon detailed specification, it easy to see. With 
its very distinctive grill design, I have to say that I have never seen one 
of these in the metal, nor, indeed, in any publication before or since. 
Perhaps our esteemed Coach Built registrar, Steve Burkinshaw, may 
have some more information on what seems to be an extremely rare 
car.  Perhaps the cars never took off at all?
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Downton’s first modified Cooper

In an old copy of Autosport from July 1962 when the Mini Cooper 
was barely a year old, I saw a report on Daniel Richmond’s first 
modified 997cc Mini Cooper. With the Mini’s engine bored out 
to 1088cc, the astonished road tester clocked a 0-60mph time of 
just 8 seconds and a top speed of 108mph. The standing ¼ mile 
came up in 16.8 seconds. For 1962, those figures were remarkable 
and would have put to shame many 3 litre sports cars of the day. 
Moreover, Daniel Richmond assured the tester that this was very 
much a touring car and not one tuned for competition. 

Frustratingly, Richmond would not divulge much in the way of 
detail of how he achieved such a performance gain over the 
standard car, keeping information of cam lift and timing very 
much to himself. He did concede that the cylinder head had been 
completely re-contoured with much work done on the ports. The 
engine internals were all lightened and balanced. Also visible were 
the lightened rocker assembly and when filling up with fuel, 100 
octane fuel was needed due to the disclosed 11:1 compression 
ratio. Twin H4 SU carbs were also a give away on the special 
Downton inlet and exhaust manifold.

The suspension also received attention; with the cones being 
modified to affect the rate the rubber spring is compressed. The 
car was lowered and Koni shock absorbers fitted all round. On the 
road, despite what must have been a rather special camshaft, the 
car would pull cleanly from around 1500rpm up to the permitted 
maximum of 7800rpm, which nicely gave 60mph in second gear. 
Fuel consumption, with all this high revs and maximum speed tests, 
showed up an overall figure of 26.5mpg, which was considered 
more than acceptable. Needless to say, its performance on the road 
caused many other road users to gasp at the rate the car flew off 
the lights at the traffic light Grand Prix. I guess that in itself was to 
be the legacy of the Mini throughout much of its life - that of a giant 
killer in such a small package. 

Robert Young
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www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

01376 574000 
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Classic Car  -  Modern Car  -  Classic 4x4 
Classic Military  -  Classic Bike  -  Classic Commercial

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great 
deal on your RENEWAL, our classic 

car policies deliver exceptional 
cover at very affordable premiums

Our ‘BEST’ Deal In 
CLASSIC MINI INSURANCE

Single Car 
Policies

Multi-Car 
Discounts

Modern & Classic 
Cars on One Policy* 

MCR Member Discounts

Special Rates 
for Collections 

FREE Agreed Value 

FREE Breakdown & 
Recovery 

All Minis 10 years 
& older

£75
 from

 50%
 up to

 Terms & Conditions apply

 PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers.  
*Subject to Insurers terms please ask for details
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La Vie en Bleu La Vita Rosso 

Presco'	Hill	Climb,	Nr	Cheltenham	
Saturday	28th	&	Sunday	29th	May	2016	

incorpora(ng	

Bugatti, Renault etc Ferrari, Maserati etc 
The paddock is already shaping up nicely with millions of pounds of 

French and Italian classic cars and supercars - already confirmed is a 
Bugatti Veyron Supersport, Bugatti Pur Sang, a Voisin, Ferrari Enzo, A 
1965 Ferrari 275 GTB to Nelson Piquet’s 1990 Benetton F1 Car and a 

Formula Nippon car!  www.prescott-hillclimb.com 
 

 Wanted – Innocenti Mini Coopers for display 
 

What would really finish off the event is a display of 
red, white & blue Innocenti Mini Coopers. 

 
Warwickshire region is looking for at least 3 

Innocenti Mini Coopers preferably 1 red, 1 White 
and 1 blue one to display at the 2 day event which 
includes competitive hill climb runs.  Great venue 
and very friendly atmosphere for all the family. 

 
Please contact Cliff if you would like to display your 

car at the event, either or both days an option. 

Dean	Davies	

New Year Puzzle Competition

Our honorary member, Basil Wales, formerly the BL Special Tuning 
Department manager, has devised a fun puzzle to test the knowledge of 

our members. The winner will receive a prize which will be a new reprinted 
copy of Brian Moylan’s book entitled Anatomy of the Works Minis.   

The puzzle is a spot the difference with a slight twist in that there 
are two separate photos of Basil’s car, one with badges on it and one 
without. There are 10 different badges to find however you must name 
them too. In the event of a tie break the person who can identify what 

the badge in the centre of the car’s bonnet signifies will be the winner. 
Go to the following links to see the photos of Basil’s car close up!

Link 1 - http://mcrforum.minicooper.org/cooperworld/001.JPG
Link 2 - http://mcrforum.minicooper.org/cooperworld/003.JPG

Good luck to everyone who enters and the winners name will be 
published in next months issue of CooperWorld!

Sunday 3rd April 2016

The Mini Cooper Register will be attending this 
event and has reserved space for 20 cars.

If you would like to represent the club 
and are willing to display your car
Please contact Ken Hunter, 
Thames Valley Region

Contact Ken Hunter on   
01344 772446
email  kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com

Mini Day 
at 

Brooklands 
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In memory of ANN RILEY (Nee Wisdom)
28 MAY 1934 TO 14 OCTOBER 2015

W e are very sorry to report the 
passing of Ann Riley (born 

Ann Wisdom), on 14th October 
2015, after fighting illness.

As Pat Moss’s long-time co-driver 
in international rallying, Ann and Pat 
were one of the most formidable and 
successful teams in the sport, not only 
in the Ladies’ category, which they 
habitually dominated, but competitive 
at the same level as the men in this 
exciting, colourful and gruelling sport.

Pat and Ann were prominent 
competitors from 1956 to 1962, 
after which Ann retired to start 
her family, but it was the duos 
outstanding success as outright winners of the four-day/four-night Liege-
Rome-Liege Rally, which made them legendary in motor sporting circles. 
Their long-time friend, and later team manager, Stuart Turner, always 
described this as one of the most amazing drives he had ever seen.
 
Born in May 1934, Ann was the daughter of Tommy and Elsie 
(nicknamed ‘Bill’) Wisdom, both of whom were themselves established 
in European motorsport. While finding time to become the doyen of 
British motoring writers (he was Motoring Correspondent of the Daily 
Herald for many years), Tommy raced and rallied for ‘Works’ teams 
from the 1930s to the 1960s, including 23 Monte Carlo Rallies. Elsie 
became one of Britain’s foremost lady drivers of the 1930s; it was her 
gritty ability, in the male-orientated sport of the time that gained her 
the affectionate nickname of ‘Bill’.
 
Like many girls in her active social class, Ann Marie Wisdom (who soon 
became known as ‘Wiz’ by all who knew her) grew up around horses 
and horse jumping events, yet it was apparently at a BRDC dinner that 
she first met Pat Moss, who had spent her teenage years in the same 
sport. The two became firm friends, and ‘Wiz’ became a groom to 
Pat’s increasingly successful stable of horses.
 
Almost inevitably, the two took up rallying together, originally in Pat’s 
own Triumph TR2, where ‘Wiz’ became the competitive and very 
accomplished co-driver in the team. Although she often suffered from 
car sickness, she never let this get in the way, always determined to 
finish at all cost. On the famous Liege-Rome-Liege outing, for instance, 
she shrugged off the impression of burning trees crossing the road 
(an impression brought on by exhaustion), and cheerfully admitted to 
dousing herself under the parish pump in the village squares which they 
encountered along the way.
 
Her first international rally appearance with Pat Moss was in an MGA in the 
1956 RAC rally; her first major success followed, when Pat and she took 
fourth place overall on the RAC and Liege-Rome-Liege events of 1958. 
The duo became European Ladies’ Champions at the end of that year, and 
became one of the most successful teams in the famous BMC Works team.
 
BMC team captain, John Gott, commented at the time: “Together, the 
girls form a team, but apart each is less than half a team.”
 
Her team manager Marcus Chambers said: “Whilst Pat was an 
extrovert, Ann was much more the novelist’s heroine - emotional, 
temperamental and fastidious. Her dress sense was excellent and she 
planned her wardrobe to suit the conditions.”
 
Thereafter, the two seemed inseparable in their sport, though both 
found time for lasting romances: Pat took up with Erik Carlsson, 
while Ann met and fell in love with rally driver Peter Riley. Ann later 
admitted: “Peter saved me from making an unsuitable marriage, and 
we then fell in love and married. . .”

When the Moss/Wisdom rally partnership was at its height, the two 
drove cars as varied as the ultra-powerful Austin-Healey 3000, the 
Morris Minor 1000, the Austin A40, and the Saab 96, but it was in 
a front-wheel-drive Mini-Cooper that the two won the Tulip rally 
outright in 1962.
 
In the meantime, ‘Wiz’ had married Peter Riley in March 1962 (the 
wedding service being carried out by the rallying parson, the Rev. 
Rupert Jones), and it was immediately after the Tulip that ‘Wiz’ 
announced that she was expecting her first baby and was retiring 
from the sport.
 
It was almost a clean break from the sport which had made her 
deservedly famous, although she returned occasionally: in 1963, to co-
drive for Pat in Works Ford Cortinas, and a Works Saab 96 on the East-
African Safari, where they finished second overall. Her last appearance 
was on the Acropolis rally, where Pat and she took sixth place.
 
Once retired, ‘Wiz’ took up a full and active family life, which not only 
featured the birth of two children - Jenny and Tim - but the building-up 
of a rural business, initially with horses, then with cattle.
 
Always a fierce competitor, she successfully showed and evented 
horses in the 1960s and 1970s, before moving into the breeding of 
commercial cattle in the 1980s and 1990s. Finally, she established a 
pedigree Hereford cattle herd in the 2000s, which won numerous 
prizes, both as a herd, and with individual animals.
 
It is remarkable to note that - as a twist of fate - both Pat and 
Ann died on the same day of the year (14 October), separated by 
exactly seven years. Seven was Pat and Ann’s lucky number, which 
they always tried to include in the number plate or competition 
number of their cars.
 
Her husband Peter, along with her daughter Jenny and son Tim, survive 
her. Backed by the thousands of friends and fans who admired the 
Moss/Wisdom partnership, they will miss her greatly.

The formidable rallying duo Ann Riley on the left 
and Pat Moss on the right

Ann in the driver’s seat in 1961



Mk1Morris Mini Cooper S registered GOY 758D
By Stephen D’Albiac
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Note fog/spot lamps mounted on the side of the front bumper overriders 
and side repeater indicator lights on wings either side of the headlamps

FEATURE CAR



This Mini Cooper S was ordered by legendary Hollywood leading 
actor, Peter O’Toole, in 1966 from BMC dealers Stewart and 

Ardern based in London and remained a part of the Irish actor’s car 
collection until his death two years ago.
 
During the early years of his ownership of the car, it is reputed that he 
had chauffeured some of the most renowned celebrity friends of that 
time in the car, among them being Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor, 
Peter Sellers, Richard Harris, Omar Sharif, and not to mention her 
Royal Highness Princess Margaret.

On ordering the car O’Toole specified that a long list of accessories 
be fitted to it but by far the most significant change he asked Stewart 
and Ardern to undertake was to completely re-paint the car. It actually 
came from the factory in Almond green and Old English white and was 
repainted to the famous Jaguar racing colour of British Racing Green. 
 
Among the accessories O’Toole requested be installed on the exterior 
of the car were: Cosmic alloy wheels, a Moke sump guard, an 
automatic reversing light, heated rear windscreen, wing mirrors and 
front fog/spot lamps which were mounted on top of the over-riders. At 
a later date, secondary repeater indicator lights were fitted to the front 
wings for added safety on busy London streets.

Internally, the car was fitted with the following accessories: Karob front seat 
covers (which necessitated the back seats being painted black to match the 
newly covered front seats); and a leather covered steering wheel replaced 
the standard item, but O’Toole had this changed a further two times until 
he settled on the steering wheel which the car still has in it today. Since 
O’Toole smoked cigarettes, like many people did in the 1960s, he specified 
that SPQR ashtray pocket bins be fitted in the door pockets of the car 
for convenience. These were then complimented with the installation of 
cigarette lighters in the front of the car but also, and unusually, in the rear 
of it as O’Toole would apparently sit in the back of the car and ‘light up’ a 
cigarette when he had his chauffer, Lionel Bryant, drive the car for him.
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Being handed the keys to his new Mini

Family photo of Peter O’Toole Picking up his new car from BMC dealers 
Stewart and Ardern in London

Peter O’Toole’s Mini freshly and sympathetically restored by Dave Boswell

FEATURE CAR



Back in the front of the car a centre console was fitted which then necessitated that 
the standard floor mounted foot operated dip switch be removed and rewired into 
a new indicator/dip switch/horn and headlight flasher stalk on the steering column. 
This, apparently, was a factory optional extra available at the time that could be used 
in such an eventuality and, of course, became a standard fitment in all Mk2 Minis 
in the late 1960s. Other additional ‘standard’ accessories that the car had installed 
were inertia reel seatbelts, a tachometer together with an amp meter, and a new 
interior mirror. 

Under the bonnet, the engine got attention from Stewart and Ardern being bored out 
to1293cc, the cam changed to a 544, and the engine was then fully balanced. Apparently, 
the head was merely skimmed and the car’s SU carb needles and jets were replaced 
accordingly to feed the additional power gain of the engine. O’Toole would often refer to 
the car as having been race tuned when he was asked about it.

However, O’Toole returned the Mini to Stewart and Ardern just a year after buying 
the car from them to have it fitted with a four-syncro gearbox when they became 
available. It may have been fit for a racetrack, but for O’Toole, this was much more 
than something to push to the edge. As a vital run-about, it allowed him to go back and 
forth with relative ease through the congested streets of the capital. The fact that a 
pocket watch that O’Toole had fitted to the car himself, along with a leather briefcase 
which he would leave in the car to keep his many working scripts in, remain with the 
car to this day bear testament to that.
 
As the years passed, the Cooper began to be used less and less, before it was left to 
rest for more than a quarter of a century in O’Toole’s garage. However, it was not to be 
forgotten completely by O’Toole though and, having lain stationary for so many years, the 
actor sought to enlist the help of Dave Boswell to bring the car back up to scratch again 
for him. Sadly, O’Toole was destined never to drive his precious Mini ever again since, 
before the much desired restoration could be undertaken by Dave, O’Toole passed away 
at Wellington Hospital London in December 2013, aged 81.

After his funeral it transpired that his family had no wish to retain the Mini and Dave was 
contacted by them to be given the opportunity to buy the car from O’Toole’s estate, 
which he did do without hesitation. 

26 | www.minicooper.org

Interior shot showing inertia reel seatbelts 
and Karob front seat covers

Original ‘Cooper’ green and grey seats painted 
black to match the front seats

Cigarette lighter installed in the rear companion box

Photo shows O’Toole’s briefcase, watch mounted by 
him on the nearside of the dashboard next to the glove 
compartment. Also visible is the Mk2 Mini type indicator 
stalk incorporating the dip switch, horn and headlight flasher

FEATURE CAR
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Dave was determined to carry out the restoration of the car 
that he had agreed he would do for O’Toole and finish what he 
had promised he would do, thereby ensuring a fitting legacy for 
one of the finest actors of his generation.

Dave started the restoration of the car as soon as he acquired it 
about two years ago, stripping it right down to its constituent parts 
and carefully putting everything in boxes so that he could put the 
original parts back on the car when he came to rebuild it if the 
parts were still serviceable. As the paintwork had suffered from 
long-term storage damage, he decided to remove all the old paint 
back to bare metal bar about 10% of the interior paintwork of 
the car. Fortunately, the car’s shell was in pretty good condition so 
Dave had very little repair work to do on the body shell.

However, the last time the car had a makeover some 27 years 
earlier the sills had obviously been replaced with incorrect 
pattern ones and so Dave decided to replace them with the 
correct new sills. He also replaced the passenger front wing as 
it had signs of rust having taken hold. He then re-sprayed the 
complete body shell himself with several fresh coats of British 
racing green using cellulose paint for the sake of originality. As 
the rear subframe had rusted through Dave installed a new 
one replacing the hydro elastic metal pipes at the same time. 
Luckily, the hydro displacers all seemed to be in good condition 
showing no signs of leaking, so they were returned to the car. 
Then, as the chrome work was looking tired and tarnished, 
Dave had every chrome part re-chromed rather than replacing 
them for new items. He was also able to retain the plush and 
original carpet as well as the original window and door rubbers 
among many other parts from the car.

Dave’s aim was to restore the car as sympathetically as 
practicable and not to deviate from the way that O’Toole 
had had the car for all the years he had owned it. Dave is 
convinced, going by the conversations he had with O’Toole on 
the restoration of the car for him, that he has achieved what 
O’Toole had asked him to do and that, if he were alive today, 
he would have approved of the finished article. 

Engine bay displaying the many original parts which 
have been retained on the car

Boot area looking very original albeit the 
Cosmic spare wheel was not a standard fitment

Rare Cosmic alloy wheel rims fitted as a period extra in the 1960s

FEATURE CAR
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For those who are unfamiliar with Peter O’Toole and his life, he was a 
legendary figure of theatre and film whose acting career started in the 
early 1960s. He was born to Irish bookmaker Patrick Joseph O’Toole 
and Scottish nurse Constance Jane Eliot on August 2, 1932. 
 
The true birthplace of the man will forever remain a mystery, with 
various sources attributing his start in life to either Connemara in 
County Galway or Leeds in Yorkshire. However, despite growing up a 
Yorkshire man, O’Toole identified himself as being Irish and his ashes 
were ultimately scattered on the Emerald Isle.
 
His original aim in life was to become a journalist. After leaving school he 
became a junior hack and photographer on the Yorkshire Evening Post 
before, at 17, he discovered the stage and truly caught the performing bug. 
 
Then O’Toole undertook his national service as a radioman in the Royal 
Navy for two years, before he enrolled in the Royal Academy of Dramatic 
Arts, joining an elite selection of classmates that included Albert Finney, 
Alan Bates and Richard Harris, the latter becoming a lifelong friend.
 
After graduating, he spent several years on stage at the Bristol Old Vic, 
before he made an inconspicuous film debut in 1960 in the much-
maligned Walt Disney picture ‘Kidnapped’. Not to be daunted by his 
baptism of fire on the big screen, his career would change forever just 
two years later, when O’Toole was chosen by David Lean to play the 
part of T.E. Lawrence in ‘Lawrence of Arabia’, a role that would launch 
him to superstardom. 
 
He continued to act successfully throughout the next two decades. 
However, medical problems – originally thought to have been brought 
on by excessive drinking but which transpired to be stomach cancer - 
threatened to prematurely curtail his career in the 1970s.
 
Giving up alcohol was a decision that salvaged not just his acting career, but 
the life of a man who would continue to leave audiences in awe at his acting 
talents. ‘The Stunt Man’ (1980) and ‘My Favourite Year’ (1982) were both 
critically-acclaimed masterpieces, and although his youthful charm and good 
looks had long since been diminished by time and drink, O’Toole continued 
to perform in front of the camera into the 21st century.

Despite his failure to win an Oscar, O’Toole is one of five actors to be 
twice nominated for the honour for portraying the same role in two 
separate films. He was twice in the frame for the Best Actor prize 
for playing Henry II, firstly in ‘Becket’ (1964) and then in ‘The Lion 
in Winter’ (1968), he sits within an elite list that also contains Paul 
Newman, Al Pacino, Bing Crosby and Cate Blanchett. 
 
Oscar success may have eluded him, but it failed to stop him being 
presented a Lifetime Achievement Award in 2003. When he was 
named the recipient of the prize, he originally intended to turn it 
down, because he felt that the lifetime award signalled the end of 
his career. 
  
As a true sign of the indelible mark that Peter O’Toole left on the acting 
industry, his performance in ‘Lawrence of Arabia’ was voted the best 
movie portrayal ever by Premiere Magazine in 2006.

Stephen D’Albiac

Photos: Geraint V Wheeler

Rear heated windscreen was an extra specified by O’Toole

Optional extra sump guard fitted but which 
never saw any race or rally action

FEATURE CAR
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Peter O’Toole’s Mini Cooper Beautifully and sympatheticaly restored by Dave Boswell
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After winning our class on Rally North Wales, we were 
lucky enough to win a free entry on the UK’s world rally 

championship round; Rally Wales. I had always wanted to compete 
on this event after spectating on it in the late 1970s, and reading 
about the tales of the BMC Works Minis. This year also had a 
special significance as it would mark 50 years since a Works Mini 
had won the event, and indeed, the only time that a Mini won the 
RAC as the rally was then known.

To get a Mini through the stages would be difficult as we would be 
running after the WRC cars had been through. I had concerns that 
we could get beached on the floor in their ruts, and a lot of people 
suggested we were mad to try.

I was offered support for the event by the HRCR and Minisport 
which greatly helped. As we got closer to the event, other people 
stepped up to help and my thanks go out to them. Minisport 
had offered to help with providing a service van and spares and 
sent two guys to help look after us. They also wanted to check 
the car over prior to us starting, and with this in mind, I took 
the car to them two weeks before the start. I have to say, I was 
impressed with their facilities, with a lot of their parts designed and 
manufactured on site.

Every part of the car was checked leading up to the event with 
paint applied to nuts and bolts to see if any had come undone 
during the event. New dampers and mountings were also fitted and 
Mike, their Mechanic, made sure that he knew how everything had 
been fitted in case anything they had fitted needed to be removed 
on the event.

The rally would run over Friday, Saturday and Sunday with 
scrutineering and documentation on Thursday. The Minisport guys, 
Rob and Mike, brought the car direct from Minisport to the event and 
we met them  there with Anton Craig and Bruce coming with me. Sue 
had agreed to do the catering for us and had arranged to have time off 
from marshalling duties to help us.

COMPETITION

Road to Rally GB 2015
By Clive King
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A 90 degree right on a night stage

The Mini after being prepared at Minisport 
being loaded to go to the event

The car looking like new prior to the rally

At Scrutineering

Servicing after Saturday’s stages
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The day before we were due to set off, 
Bruce rang to say he had to go into work 
on Thursday. So, he came to my house on 
Wednesday night and we loaded all of my 
spares into his car, and then agreed that he 
would follow after work on Thursday and 
meet us at Deeside.

We set off first thing on Thursday and 
arrived to find the service area set up with 
the car looking very smart particularly 
with all the new decals installed. I was 
amazed at the number of spectators who 
were crowding around the car throughout 
the day. They all seemed to be taking 
photographs of our Mini. We even had 
Works mechanics from Hyundai, Ford and 
Citroen come and have a look at our car, 
with some taking photographs. I wondered 
if they were trying to find our demon 
tweaks so that they could use them on 
their cars.

We went through all the checks of the 
car with scrutineering and as it was dark 
decided to head for our accommodation. 
The Minisport guys went to the service area 
early to ensure the car was ready for us 
when we arrived, and we set off for three 
days of hard rallying.

The stages on the first day had a 2hr 40 min 
run out to the first stage and we would be 
running after the WRC competitors had been 
through only once. All went well on the road 
section with people standing and waving at the 
side of the road. We stopped to take petrol 
at a garage and were mobbed by a group of 
foreign spectators taking photographs of the 
car inside and out.

The first stage was Hafren and immediately there was a delay. With the WRC competitors 
coming behind for their second run through, the organisers decided to cancel this stage, and 
we drove through in convoy to the second stage at Sweet Lamb. This stage ran on time and we 
had a good run enjoying the big jump at the finish.

Immediately we crossed the road to Myherin our last stage of the day and started almost 
immediately. All went well until about 5 miles in, when a noise started. At first we thought we 
had a puncture but as it got louder and I suspected a drive shaft was failing. I pulled over to take 
a look, but could not see anything amiss. So, I belted up in the car and started to set off again, 
but immediately there was a bang and as I pulled over to be informed by a marshal that oil was 
running from beneath the car.

The gearbox being changed

The car after Minisport had checked and cleaned it on the Saturday
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I was gutted as there was a hole in the bottom of the gearbox due to 
something coming from inside. As we assessed the predicament I came up 
with a plan. I sent Rob and Mike to fetch the trailer from Deeside and Craig 
and Bruce to fetch a gearbox from home. The problem was the only available 
gearbox was fitted to Bernard (my Grey Mini), also Rob and Mike had been 
watching on Myherin so had over a 5 hr run to get back to us.

We got towed to the start of the stage after everyone had gone through and 
the trailer arrived at about 8pm. We loaded up and set off. Rob had been pulling 
favours and managed to borrow a garage with an engine hoist from a fellow Mini 
driver that was about 40 minutes from Deeside service area.

I rang Craig and Bruce and they were just about to get the engine out of 
the car so I told them to meet us at the garage. We arrived at the garage at 
10.30pm and started pulling the engine out ready to fit the new gearbox. The 
lads arrived with the replacement at about 11pm and it was all hands to help. 
We finally finished at 3.30am and went back to the hotel to try and catch some 
sleep, only to find I could not get to sleep as I was wide awake! But finally I 
dropped off at about 5am.

Rob and Mike were at the service area at 6am to finish off some of the jobs. We 
arrived at 8.30am to find that, not only had they done all the jobs left from last 
night, but had also thoroughly checked the car over - even cleaning it!

Everyone was pleased to see we were still in the rally and could not believe 
that we had managed to change the box overnight. Saturday was our biggest 
day running from 9.30am into the evening. The run to the first stage was nerve 
racking as we had only run the car the night before for a few seconds and so I 
was waiting for a cloud of steam or an oil pipe to come off but all seemed fine. 
The stage was Kirk Castle and was a spectator stage which fortunately we had a 
clean run through with no problems.

The next few stages were rough, as the WRC cars had passed through 
twice. Some of the ruts were 12 inches deep, and as it had been raining 
heavily, so these had filled with water making it difficult to see where the 
ruts were in a sea of muddy water. We all know that water and Minis do not 
mix, but the car never missed a beat, whatever Minisport had done to it it 
had worked.

On route to one of the stages we had to cross a river to access the stage, and 
the amount of water that was flowing following the rain we had concerned 
me. Not only for how the car could drive through 15 inch deep water, but 
that the strong current might wash the car away. A marshal was on standby 
with a radio in case anyone got washed downstream. However, I need not 
have worried since the little Mini just drove through the ford no problem 
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Saturday’s stages

Saturday after the gearbox change

Broken teeth on crown Wheel Really flying at Sweet Lamb
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leading to some of the other competitors 
asking how we were getting the little car 
through these hazards.

We continued with no rest all day, and into the 
darkness, we had fitted the spot lights before 
we set off in the morning as we knew we 
would have no time for any service. The lights 
were good to start off with but within a couple 
of miles mist had come down which made the 
lights redundant.

We arrived back at service and pulled into 
the Minisport Gazebo, and immediately the 
guys had the wheels off and were checking 
the car over. A large crowd descended 
around the car, making me feel like a Works 
driver, but then I realized it wasn’t me they 
were interested in it was the car! At least it 
had stopped raining but I found out that we 
had had 11 inches of rain during the day, no 
wonder the roads we flooded. However, 
what amazed me was that some of the 
spectators and marshals, who had been out 
all day, had then driven back to the service 
area just to see the Mini and to congratulate 
us on surviving the day.

Sunday arrived and, once more, the guys 
had been there early cleaning the car, even 
washing the wheels. The tyres were still 
ok from the previous two days and so we 
decided not to change them front to back.

The first stage was, again, another very 
rough one and with a lot of water about. 
Guess what, it was raining, but instead of 
coming down vertically it was coming at us 
horizontally. Then the next stage was the 
Great Orme, this was the first time that I 
had made it to this famous bit of road, and it 
didn’t disappoint.

The last stage was the Power Stage for 
the WRC, and they had been through it 
twice. Ruts, more ruts, and holes is how to 
describe it and so I drove like my grannie 
through it. As we drove through there 
were cars off everywhere, but the Mini 
made it through.

After this stage we only had to cover a 
road section back to Chester and the finish 
ramp.There we arrived at our allotted time 
to an enormous welcome and to find that 
we had won our class and finished 51st 
overall. Not a bad achievement given all 
the circumstances.

I want to say a big thank you to all of our 
sponsors as I could not had done the event 
without their help. Also a big thank you to 
Sue for feeding us, Rob, Mike, Craig and 
Bruce for looking after the real star of the 
rally - the Mini.

Clive King
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At the start of a stage

Made it to the finish ramp and a class win
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The Grizedale Rally
By Phil Lilley

COMPETITION

Just a quick update following our 3rd rally event in the Cooper S on the Grizedale Rally. There 
was no actual historic category or 1,300 class so we entered the car in the Modern up to 1,400   

 Class 1 thus going head to head with  MG’s, Nova’s and protons etc.

To prevent the roads cutting up the popular forest event, the rally was limited to75 entries and 
we were seeded car number 48. Our Class 1 included 15 cars of various marks.

By the end of the 43 miles of this classic notorious forest stage the results showed that we had 
finished 40th equal overall and 4th equal in class. The closest we got to the 2nd placed Nova was 
on SS4 7.65 miles from Grizedale where we were 3.25 seconds per mile slower! I know it is a 
big deficit but next time out we will be doing our best to improve. In fact it was here at Moor 
top in Grizedale that I came to watch my mentor Phil Cooper in 1968 when he finished 4th 
overall on the RAC.

Anyhow, in order to improve our performance we have to undertake some work on the car 
and do some head scratching. But we will be back on the 2016 Wilson rally in March in the same 
forests perhaps on 12” wheels this time. Talking of wheels, see photo of the front tyres off the 
car after 17 miles of rallying on the Grizedale. We struggle with grip especially away from the 
start line and out of tight corners.

I will let you know how we get on after that rally too.

Phil Lilley
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Front tyres after the Grizedale rally
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Cooper 
Tuning Conversions

Cooper 
Merchandise

Authentic
Genuine Cooper

High Quality 
Made In England

Specialist Mini Parts

Official 100% genuine Cooper, 
created by Mini Sport in conjunction
with John Michael Cooper himself!

All manufactured in England and to the
highest quality or sourced from leading

British brands such as Moto-Lita.

Authentic conversion kits, bringing the 
performance & feel of the original 

1960s Cooper S to your Mini!

Quality, Reliability & Engineering Excellence 

Signed Memorabilia Merchandise Specialist Mini Parts

Specialist Mini Parts Collectables Custom Made Mini Parts

Cooper
Steering Wheels

Cooper 
Styling & Accessories

“The Mini has a very special place in my heart and is a big part of my life.  
With Mini Sport’s experience and modern technology, we are recreating 

a new range of products that matches their quality and image for 
Mini Classic enthusiasts around the world.”

Gift Merchandise
An exclusive and stylish range 
of commemorative authentic 

Cooper merchandise.

Passion For Speed

Exclusive new range for 2015. Official 100% genuine Cooper, created by Mini Sport
in conjunction with John Michael Cooper himself!

Genuine Cooper Range

PARTS & ACCESSORIES SINCE 1967

parts, value
for your Mini Make it Mini Sport!

Mini Sport Ltd., Padiham, Lancs, BB12 7AP | www.minisport.com | +44 (0)1282 778731  

www.minisport.com 
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ORX 707G for sale

At the NEC Classic Motor show 
Steve Eckersall’s superb Works 
replica was offered for sale in one 
of the halls (not at the Auction). 
Based on ORX 707F that competed 
on the Tulip rally in 1968 with Julien 
Vernaeve at the wheel, Steve’s car 
has been fastidiously put together, 
largely by Kevin Clark, who really 
knows his stuff and it is without 
doubt one of the best Works replicas 
out there. 

With a price ticket of £57,000 on the car, I thought that it was 
competitively priced, some thought otherwise. However, when one 
considers that a nice Mk2 S will likely have a £30,000 plus price tag on 
it, the extra cost for the Works replica is easy to justify. For anyone 
who has tried to build a part number prefect Works replica will 
attest, the cost and rarity of getting hold of the right parts is a time 
consuming and expensive business.

A full Works dashboard with all of its switches and instruments 
will run into many thousands of pounds alone and that’s before 
you even consider the electrical wiring of the car. Try buying 
a set of correct Works seats for less than a thousand pounds 
and not to mention the engine and gearbox etc - the list goes 
on and so why I think it was priced sensibly. I spoke to Steve 
at the show and he said that he was reluctantly selling the car 
as priorities in his life had changed - but he certainly was in no 
hurry to let the car go. As always, it would be good if the car 
stayed within the club.

Gaydon Works Minis

Also at the NEC, it was announced that the British Motor Heritage 
Trust, which houses their collection of historic cars at the British 
Heritage Museum at Gaydon, is rebranding itself to now be know at 
the ‘British Motor Museum’. This will involve them closing their doors 
on 30th November and reopening on February 12th (to coincide with 
half term) after a £1.1m refit. I’m sure the museum will benefit from a 
refresh as it has been largely unchanged for many years.  

At the press conference, I took the opportunity to collar Stephen 
Lang, the curator at Gaydon, to ask him what plans he had to improve 
the three Works Minis in his care which he has promised to look at. 
You will remember that Chris Spennewyn and I spent an entire day 
with Stephen at Gaydon nearly two years ago going over each of 
those grand old cars and telling him what, in our opinion was wrong 
with the cars and what we thought needed to be done to them in 
order to bring them all up to scratch. Stephen, at the time, was very 
understanding and during subsequent conversations did agree to 
undertake some of the easy fix items to improve the cars, and that 
other work would be scheduled as and when finances permitted.  

Sadly, as anyone who has seen these cars since that time little has 
been done to them. LBL 6D still hasn’t even been fitted with a 
chrome strip around the wheel arches and sill – which would cost 
a few pounds and less than an hour’s work. However, Stephen did 
say that they had done some work on AJB 44B which had involved 
cleaning and presenting the engine in a better shape – although, as 
we all know, this is a complete waste of time as the engine in the car 
is completely wrong. This was one bone of contention we could not 
persuade Stephen to consider changing. His stand point was that the 
engine in the car was the one Paddy used on the Coronation Rally 
in 1986 and, as such, was part of the car’s history and should be 
retained. This would be all well and good if the car was displayed as 
the Coronation winning car – but, of course, it’s not. It’s displayed as 

Robert Young
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Beautifully detailed and correct Works engine with split Webers

Superb and highly detailed interior
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the Monte winning car and therefore should have the correct Monte 
engine. I don’t think we will ever win that battle. 

Despite the lack of progress, Stephen did assure me that the cars are 
going to receive attention but naturally offered the excuse that the 
rebranding and refurbishment of the museum had taken most of their 
time and resources recently. I don’t really buy that but there we are. 
Two years down the track we still are no nearer having these cars 
presented as they should. When you consider the vast sums of money 
that BMHT have been given over the last ten years by lottery funding 
and Arts Council grants, something in the region of £4m, it is a shame 
these cars have been neglected. Time will tell if things change once 
they are in their freshly painted home.

JMO 969D under the hammer

Early in December JMO 969D was offered for auction by Coys in 
London, with a ludicrous reserve price of between £120,000 and 
£150,000 - and without a V5c. This car is, in my humble opinion, 
quite the worse Ex-Works car to come to the market for as long as 
I can remember. From memory of seeing the car, on Swiss plates at 
Beaulieu many years ago, it had not changed much from when I saw 
the auction photos, nor from those that I had been sent a few years 
back when the car was being offered privately. 

The set of photos the owner sent me recently did, again, show just 
what a poor example the car was. Sadly, Coys’ glowing auction patter 
described the car in wonderful terms and their comments can only 
at best be based on lack of knowledge and being led by the seller. 

If I were Coys I’d be checking to see if my Professional Indemnity 
insurance was up to date.

Of course the internet forums were alive with condemnation of the 
car, particularly as most can see that there are so many things wrong 
with it. This is made worse, in many peoples eyes, because the car 
has been reshelled (into an earlier surf blue 850 Mini body) although 
I see no problem with the car being reshelled. Works cars, and this 
one is no exception, lived a very hard life when at Abingdon, and 
especially if we remember that JMO’s last event was a second place 
on the Scottish Rally with Ytterbring at the wheel. It would have been 
very tired by then. Once sold to Rob Lawrence, he too used the car 
to good effect on no less than four hard seasons of Motoring News 
events -  and I’m sure somewhere along the line it was re-bodied 
(into that surf blue shell).   

However, when a car is reshelled, it seems to me that it should 
at least be rebuilt correctly. JMO 969D, at present, sadly has little 
to commend it. I can see very little that is correct for a Works 
car – even the red paint is the wrong colour. None the more for 
that, the car reportedly sold for a whopping £116,040 inclusive of 
premium and VAT. However, it seems that on further investigation, 
despite the car being clearly depicted as ‘Sold’ in the sale room, it 
did not in fact achieve the owner’s reserve price. So, we now hear 
that the owner has decided to take the car back to Switzerland 
and store it away again possibly to await suitable offers to be made 
for it in the future! 

Robert Young

JMO 969D as reportedly sold for £116,040

A mish mash and totally wrong interior

Interior boot ‘detail’ showing the surf blue paint

Totally wrong engine
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Recently a couple of old style, pre V5 
log books, turned up for sale on that 
well known auction website but with 
two very different results.

The first one was the original log 
book for LYW 387D, an Island blue/
OEW 1275 S, built in September 
1966 and registered the same month 
in Greater London (North West) 
although the DVLA currently have 
the date of registration as 2004. The 
winning bid was a seemingly small at 
only £102 but, as the car still exists, 

it wouldn’t be much use to you unless 
you own the actual car. Hopefully, the 

current owner has acquired it as it is nice to have as much history as 
possible with your car.

The second one was for a 1964 Morris 1275 S and the asking 
price for that was £3000! Unfortunately, some of the more 
interesting details were obscured but, even so, it wasn’t listed 
for long before it was withdrawn because of an error in the 
listing – a euphemism for ‘I’ve got a good enough offer’. This 
car was OEW/black and first registered in November 1964. Of 
course, now that prices for a good Mk1 S are climbing towards 
£40k mark, having the correct paperwork to start your build 
from is essential.

It seems that the good old US of A is now the place to pick up a 
bargain Mk1 S and they are coming back by the container full. I had 
an enquiry about a car located in Santa Barbara that was described as 

Simon Wheatcroft

an Australian car but it turned out to be a Longbridge built example. 
Currently finished in silver, it does sport the early style Australian 
doors with winding windows and was imported to the USA from 
Australia but the all-important original body number was still present 
on the front panel. That tells us that the car is an early dry suspension 
1275 S that was originally green/OEW and despatched to Car Mart 
in London. This car was up and running and offered for sale at 
US$13,500 or just under £9,000.

Looking very Antipodean with its wind up windows and arches - 
the sunroof is a UK Webasto

The all important UK body number tag still in place

And it doesn’t get much better inside

I just love the lightweight battery box solution

Looking dog rough but very original - but note the clips for the 
moustache ends are still in place
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painted in the company colour of dark blue which looks quite nice 
and suits the car. The only blue Cooper factory offered shade in 1967 
was Island blue. Peter describes MJB’s life as rather ‘easy’ up to the 
point that he decided to restore it back to its original colour scheme 
of old English white with a black roof in 201. The project started 
with an estimate of 6 weeks to complete the welding, but ultimately 
it took 14 months to complete the car with approximately 500hrs 
spent on welding alone, and additional hours to finish after painting. 
Since then MJB has had a test day at the 3 Sisters race track and also 
a trip down to the Italian IMM in 2014, where Peter was able to have 
a drive around the rooftop test track of the Lingotto factory in the 
car! This building, having been constructed in the 1920s for the Fiat 
car manufacturing plant, and despite being closed in 1982, is still kept 
busy and forever remembered in Mini circles!

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Happy New Year to everyone, hopefully 
the weather will be kind to us when the 
show season gets underway.

Two new cars added to the register 
this month firstly, Peter Wright has 
been in contact regarding MJB 121E 
affectionately known as Mollie. This 
Austin Cooper belongs to his wife Karen 
and was bought way back in 1990. 
Built at the end of March 1967 and 
delivered to a dealer in Windsor, it was 
then purchased by Tropimere Ltd who 
manufactured hovercrafts. Apparently, it 
was assigned to two employees as their 
joint company car. In 1976 MJB was 

Probably not quite such good value at US$10,000 and not currently 
running, was a very, very rough looking car in New Mexico. However, 
it has the benefits of being a dry state car if you can look beyond the 
obviously distressed exterior (I think the youngsters call it ‘rat look’ 
these days) it is, in fact, extremely sound and even has its original 
inner and outer sills.

A Happy New Year to one and all.

Simon Wheatcroft

Photo taken in 2009 before the restoration

Just finished

Driving around 3 sister’s 2015

On top of the Fiat factory roof

But just look at that floor and sills - amazingly original even down to 
the radius arm shroud screws



42 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Happy New Year, I hope you’ve had a 
good holiday and rest. I am guessing 
you’ll be reading this in the first few days 
of the year and if you’re like me will 
have broken most of your New Year’s 
resolutions already. One resolution I 
am determined to stick to though, is 
to use my Mk11 S more in 2016. MOT 
time is just around the corner for EWA, 
and on checking the mileage before 
Christmas I was surprised to see I’d 
done less than 1,000 miles in 2015. This 
is the lowest mileage I’ve put on the car 
between MOT’s since I bought it. This 
set me thinking, I’m sure some of the 
reduction in usage of classics is related 

to the increasing value of our cars. A few years ago I’d have thought 
nothing of doing a few track days and road runs during the year and 
wouldn’t have been concerned about the car getting dirty, wet or 
even ‘nerfed’ as they can always be repaired. (APC 95H had a hard 
life when I owned it!), but now I’m a bit more ‘precious’ about my S. 
It’s sad really and whilst I’m not unhappy about our little cars going up 
in value, I do look back and think that, perhaps, it was all a bit more 
fun when they weren’t such an expensive car. What do you think?

Looking at the register, we’ve no new cars added since the last report 
but some interesting news to report on. Whilst on the MCR stand at 
the NEC Classic Car Show in November, I had a chat with Malcolm 
Streeter who told me that back in the 1970s he used to own a Tartan 
red and black Austin registered ODL 650H and wondered if it was still 
registered. That registration number will be familiar to some of you as 
ODL was displayed in the John Cooper Garages showroom at Worthing 
alongside Cooper race cars and other Cooper memorabilia. Presumably 
John Cooper owned the car or it was being displayed on behalf of the 
owner. The photo shows Malcolm beside the car when he was reunited 
with it on a visit to the showroom over a decade ago. Whilst the car 

Nick Hunter

Ian Matthews has also shared details of his project FHV 324D having 
seen his name mentioned in a recent edition of the MCR magazine. 
To be honest, FHV has been acquired by a couple of members in 
the interim and it’s pleasing to see that Ian likes the challenge of this 
rather sad but original MK1 Cooper. FHV is an Austin 998 which 
was originally painted in Tweed grey with a white roof, not the most 
popular colour in its day but some 50 years later, along with Fiesta 
yellow, is earning a new league of popularity. Ian had, like most of 
us, trawled ebay looking for bits and pieces to finish a project, in 
this case a 1959 Mini, when he came across the Cooper. He had 
always wanted the MK1 Cooper having regretted selling his MK2 
STG 95F a few years back. After having an offer accepted by the 
seller without actually viewing the car Ian set about picking it up 
from Calne. However, on seeing the extent of the project reality 
kicked in. But, on the plus side, despite being painted black the 
car was complete apart from having had a period leather rimmed 
steering wheel fitted. The original colour could also be seen through 
the black. Another problem was still to be sorted as well. Despite 
clearly being a Cooper the car was without its logbook and any 

Ian’s Cooper as found

Interior of car looks shabby but mostly there

Malcolm Streeter’s old car ODL 650H  in the 1970sThe Cooper arrives at its new home

paper evidence to link it to the FHV plate on the car. Paul Sulma had 
been in contact with me previous to this to see if the register had 
any information on the car because without any evidence Ian would 
struggle to recover the original registration and the car would have 
been assigned an age related plate. Ian took the chance to apply for 
the V5C for the car and got a surprisingly pleasant letter from the 
DVLA telling him that a new V5C would be on its way! When Ian 
received the V5C it showed that the car only had 3 previous owners 
from new and that it had last been taxed for the road back in June 
1980! So, it’s nice to start the year on a positive note.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander
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is registered, there are very few details and nothing to suggest where 
the car might be now. If you’re the current owner or know of the car’s 
whereabouts please let me know and I’ll put you in touch with Malcolm 
who will be able to fill in the detail of some of the car’s history.

Next up, Chas Whight has been in touch looking for information 
regarding his recent purchase, TRP 248G. TRP was modified early 
in its life including a partial de-seaming of the roof gutter and a full 
vinyl roof covering complete with Webasto sunroof. Reversing lights 

Malcolm reunited with ODL at John Cooper Garages showroom

Bespoke seats and door cards in Chas Whight’s car TRP 248G

Chas Whight’s car showing de-seamed rear roof gutter and 
extended vinyl roof

have been fitted into the rear valance and the number plate lights 
‘frenched’ into the bootlid. The wheel arches are moulded into the 
body and a set of very 1970s Cobra Supaslot wheels fitted. The 
interior has also had a makeover with what appears to be bespoke 
seats and door cards and there is evidence the car was once painted 
brown. Chas is thinking the car may have been modified by Wood & 
Pickett but is not sure. Whilst TRP appeared not to be registered with 
me, its chassis number corresponded very closely to another car on 
the register with a different registration number which was similarly 
modified with its colour described as Sienna brown. This felt like too 
much of a coincidence, so Chas applied for the ownership details 
from the DVLA (form V888 request) and  a Heritage certificate from 
BMH at Gaydon and low and behold TRP 248G had been owned by 
a Mr A.P.Crawford, the owner of the car detailed on the register as 
LLG 872G. So, TRP 248G was originally LLG 872G with the confusion 
about the chassis number being down to a missing digit in the register 
records. The change in registration is down to the car having had a 
private plate, SVL 907, attached to it for a number of years and TRP 
248G being allocated to it when the private plate was removed. Chas 
would really like to trace the car’s history and establish exactly who 
did the modifications. If you can help at all please contact me and I’ll 
pass the details onto Chas.  

Last on the register news front, Ian Barnett has been in contact to 
say that he is the new proud owner of WUK 391G. I’ve reported 
on WUK a number of times before it having been previously been 
owned by MCR members Nigel Beardsmore followed jointly by 
Dave Johnson/Martyn Price and most recently by Paul Bates. Paul 

‘Frenched’ in number plate lamps on TRP 248G

Ian Barnett’s new purchase WUK 391G
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carried out a thorough bodywork renovation on the car and as you 
can see it now looks superb. With the hard work completed, Ian 
plans to carry out some detailing work to improve the car still further. 
Congratulations on your new purchase Ian.

Engine bay shot of WUK 391G

Nice and mostly original interior

Finally, at the end of October I was asked to display EWA at the 
Classic and Sportscar Classic car show at Alexandra Palace. The 
photo shows EWA polished up and not looking like my car at all! It 
was a humbling experience to have your old Mini parked between a 
£12m Bentley Speed Six and a £10m Jaguar XKSS, but guess which 
car the organisers said created most interest?

That’s all for this month

Nick Hunter

A very shiny EWA at Ally Pally Classic Car Show

Cooper Mk 2 Register

Well, would you believe it, 2016 is nearly upon us and it’s only November 
2015 so, Happy New Year to you all. No doubt you will still be enjoying 
the festive season when you read this but it’s time to test your powers 
of observation.  In the run up to Christmas all the major retailers try to 
outdo each other with their stylised advertisements.  Why should that be 
of interest to us I hear you ask?  Well, I will tell you. You will be pleased to 
know that Waitrose chose to feature our favourite car in their Christmas 
ad and if you have not seen it already, you can find it on YouTube.  Just 
search with Waitrose Christmas Advert 2015 and view the one titled 
‘What makes your Christmas’.  The car featured has the registration 
LWU 160H.  It’s left hand drive car so it stands out.  If you are the owner 
of this car or know of it, I would be interested to hear from you.

In my last report I mentioned that Nick Chivers is now the new 
owner of MTU 385H and true to his word, he and his wife have 
joined the MCR and are looking forward to getting along to some of 
our events.  Welcome to you both.          

Where Nick is starting out on his ownership, strangely enough I 
received a phone call from yet another MKII owner who, after 30 years 
of ownership was trying to decide what to do with his car.  Whether 
to restore it or sell it?  He is not a member of the club but my advice 
would be the same whether a member or not and that would be that 
only he can decide.  People’s circumstances are very different but if you 
have owned a car for that length of time it would be a shame to part 
with it. Yes, with classic car values as they are at the moment, there is 
quite a bit of equity in the car. You might be able to realise the profit but 
you won’t have the car and may live to regret it. Restoring it will cost 
you money but at current values the investment might be reasonably 
well covered and you can still enjoy the car.  There’s also the fact that it 
has been in your ownership for a very long time and could be a strong 
selling point in the future as Nick has benefited from in relation to his car.  
Unfortunately, there is really no definite answer to this difficult question.

This leads me nicely onto Paul Moran’s car with its motorsport 
associations.  Back in my September report I mentioned that Paul 
suspected his car had been associated with Rubery Owen Holdings 
and that this company had a major interest in the BRM Grand Prix 
team. Paul has continued his research and is more confident of the 
car’s provenance having been invited to display his car alongside 

Graham Robinson
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Cooper S Mk 3 Register

I have to admit that sometimes I am 
completely mystified at the differing 
fortunes of Mk 3 Ss that come on the 
market.

I’m pleased to report that the black 
car I mentioned a couple of times 
recently, YKR 643J, has found a new 
home with John Kent after failing 
to sell on ebay a few times. I’m 
surprised it didn’t sell sooner as it 
was a from factory Black car with 
genuine magnesium Minilite wheels 
and the original bill of sale – for both 

the car and wheels and history is what 
people very often look for these days 

but it is sadly frequently lacking. Granted, it needed some tidying 
in the engine bay but, even so, the starting price the last time it 

Simon Wheatcroft

Graham Hill’s 1960 Monaco GP BRM P48 on the Owen Motoring 
Club stand at the recent Classic Motor show at the NEC. If he can 
obtain documentary evidence of the car’s provenance it will certainly 
be significant association. The fact that the car was sent to Downton, 
for what may have been one of the first MKII Cooper conversions 
undertaken by them, could be the link to its sporting heritage.

And finally, as I have said before, 2015 was a good year for the MKII 
Register and many thanks to everyone who contributed to it.  Can 
2016 top it?  With your help, I hope so!!

Happy New Year Coopering!! 

Graham Robinson

Paul Moran’s MKII at the NEC  

Paul Moran’s MKII with Graham Hill’s old BRM

was listed on ebay was a seemingly very reasonable £16,000 and 
yet no bids were forthcoming.

Contrast that with WVH 777J which was entered in the Historics 
at Brooklands auction back in November. Built in January 1971 and 
originally finished in Blaze, the car has, according to the auction blurb, 
been fully rebuilt using a new old stock Mk 3 (non S) shell but in the 
Mk 2 colour scheme of Tartan red/black along with an Mk 2 bonnet 
badge and grille. Also, it doesn’t have its original engine or hydrolastic 
suspension; it did have 4½” reverse rim wheels which, as we all 
know, are not original equipment for a Cooper S. It also had a rather 
untidy and poorly detailed engine bay.

The auction catalogue so neatly summed it all up as ‘The extent of the 
restoration cannot be underestimated’ and sadly, I don’t think they 

A new home at last for YKR

This engine bay won’t win many prizes

One of the finest Coopers in the market - according to the 
Historics at Brooklands catalogue. Not a view that I share
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to a launch of the same kit in the UK in June 1989 and with it the 
realisation that there was indeed a demand for a 1275cc Cooper Mini. 

Designated as prototype ‘01130088’ (i.e. Car 01, 1300cc, 1988), C734 
SWV had covered less than 3,800 dry miles from new at the time of its 
recent sale and was still in showroom condition. It pre-dates G828 MGK, 
the acknowledged first John Cooper conversion prototype sanctioned 
by Rover, by some two years. A fuller version of the extraordinary story 
behind C734 SWV can be found in the January 2016 issue of MiniWorld.

Parts Bin Coopers

2016 is the 55th anniversary of the launch of the original 997cc 
Mini Cooper.  In common with the car of 1961, which shared the 
same interior trim, duotone colour schemes and door fittings as its 
contemporary Austin Super Seven and Morris Super Mini-Minor, 
the Commemorative RSP Rover Coopers of 1990 equally borrowed 
elements from existing cars to help create the new package.

The main parts bin and carry-overs for the RSP model include the 
following:

Feature Source

1275cc Engine  MG Metro
Interior seats, linings, carpets, steering wheel ) Mini 30
& sports handbrake grip ) 
Sports alloy wheels and 145/70 x 12 tyres Mini 30
Auxiliary driving lamps Existing accessory
Body coloured wheel arch extensions,  ) Mini 30
door mirrors and sill trims )  
Tinted glass Mini 30
MkII Cooper grille  Heritage product
Duotone paint schemes (Flame Red, Black, ) Mini Flame Red
British Racing Green) each with a white roof  ) Check Mate   

meant that tongue in cheek. One could, of course, argue that it wasn’t 
a restoration at all; that the Mysterons had been at work and it was 
in fact a recreation. The auction estimate was £14,000 > £19,000 
and it came pretty much in the middle at £17,920. Now, don’t get me 
wrong, it is quite a nice looking thing but, having seemingly replaced 
the entire original car, is it still a Mk 3 S?

Finally, this month a rather interesting boot badge that was spotted 
on a car recently. It looks pretty old and I can’t recall having seen 
another like this one on an Mk 3 S. Some years ago there was a batch 
of Mk 2 Morris Cooper S badges made in black when they should 
have been silver and I wonder if this is from the same period?

Next month, maybe, just maybe, the answer to when the six vent sills 
were introduced.

Season’s greetings to all Mk 3 S owners old and new and young and old.

Simon Wheatcroft

A most unusual Mk 3 S boot badge

Rover Cooper Register

C734  SWV  Update

I start this month with news that the 
earliest John Cooper prototype, and the 
car that set in train the movement that 
eventually lead to the launch of the Rover 
Cooper itself, was sold at the Historics at 
Brooklands auction on 28th November 
2015. The hammer price was £19,040. 

I have previously written about C734 
SWV in the October 2013 issue of 
CooperWorld, but just to recap, the 
car started life as a 1986 Targa Red Mini 
Mayfair demonstrator and was purchased 
from Caffyns in Brighton by John Cooper 

Garages in April 1987 to use as a guinea pig MG Metro conversion. The 
idea to do this had sprung from an earlier request from Cedric Talbot, 
the head of Rover Japan, for a 1275cc Mini sports saloon specifically 
for the Japanese market. Rover themselves had refused the request 
point blank ostensibly on the grounds that such a car would not gain 
type approval in either Britain or Japan. In reality, they were planning 
to cease Mini production altogether due to a 90% decline in sales 
between 1971 and 1986. Thankfully, the latter threat was halted by 
Rover’s newly appointed CEO, Graham Day.

Equipped with a Janspeed gas-flowed cylinder head, twin 1.5 inch 
SUs, an oil cooler, modified radiator (for the hotter Japanese climate) 
and a Janspeed centre exit performance exhaust, C734 SWV had a 
claimed power output of 85bhp and a top speed of 100mph. It was 
enthusiastically received in Japan, and in spite of an order for 1,000 
similar examples, Rover still declined any involvement. The turning 
point came when John Cooper entered into a separate agreement to 
supply performance kits for 998cc Minis in Japan. Strong sales lead 

John Parnell

Sold: C734 SWV achieved £19,040 at auction (Picture: MiniWorld)

RSP Cooper used the interior and styling from the Mini 30
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It is easy to think that the follow-up Mainstream Rover Cooper was 
indeed just that. Far from it, the Mainstream that was the thrust of 
the model planning that commenced on 1st February 1990. The RSP 
evolved as the limited edition launch car from that process. Whereas 
the RSP Rover Cooper draws much of its trim styling from the Mini 
30, the Mainstream version takes its underpinnings from the entry 
level Mini City, on which the Mini Flame Red, Check Mate and Racing 
Green were based. Apart from the obvious engine and associated 
running gear changes, the Mainstream also drew on the Mayfair for its 
opening rear quarter light windows, chrome bumpers, roof coloured 
door mirrors, and triple instrument pack. It did not inherit the 
Mayfair’s tinted glass.

Something else worth repeating here is that the alloy wheels used on 
the Mini 30, RSP Cooper, Flame Red, Check Mate and Racing Green 
were already an option on the Mayfair model prior to the Mini 30 
launch on 14th June 1989. Crucially, all of these earlier alloy wheels 
have their fixing holes in line with the spokes. Those fitted to the 
Mainstream Rover Cooper and all later Spi and Mpi versions have 
the fixing holes off-set to meet safety regulations in Japan. Both types 
of wheel are pictured on page 16 of the September 2011 issue of 
CooperWorld.

Mainstream Seat Facings

Still on the subject of Mainstream Rover Coopers, these shared 
the same ‘Racing Crayons’ (alternatively referred to as ‘Black 
Crayons’) cloth seat facings as the Mini Flame Red, Check 
Mate and Racing Green, but the style of upholstering on both is 
different. On Mainstream cars the ‘Crayons’ section is stitched 
as a vertical centre section down the seat squab (i.e. the padded 
upright) and extending to the front edge of the seat cushion. 
On the non-Cooper models it appears as a horizontal section 
across the lower 2/3 of the squab and similarly the rear 2/3 of 
the cushion. The pictures shown here illustrate the difference 
between the two styles of seat. I would add that the seats 
themselves have identical frames and padding and in that respect 
are otherwise completely interchangeable.
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Did You Know...?

A chance meeting with RSP Rover Cooper aficionado, Dean Davies, 
at the recent NEC Classic Car Show has revealed some other Rover 
Cooper background details I wasn’t previously aware of, namely:

1. The Lucas H4 headlamps used on 1990 RSP Minis are the same as 
those fitted to the FX4 London Taxi. 
2. The RSP Rover Cooper sunroof comes from the same parts bin as 
the Land Rover Discovery 2.
3. The disc brake calipers used on all 1990s Minis are the same as 
those fitted for the handbrake of the Land Rover Discovery 1 and 2.

And something else...

Following a series of individual rolling road tests, it appears that the 
power output of standard RSP Rover Coopers (and by implication, 
Mainstream models too) is consistently above the official published 
figure of 61PS (60bhp). If this is true, it gives rise to two theories; the 
first is that Rover may have wanted to downplay the engine output 
to meet a lower level of vehicle insurance rating; the second, and 
more likely reason according to Dean Davies, is that development of 
the MEMS-controlled single point injection (Spi) replacement engine 
for the carburettor Rover Minis had revealed a significant power 

Mainstream model was based on the Mini City with Mayfair additions

RSP Lucas H4 headlamps were shared with the FX4 London Taxi

Flame Red, Check Mate and Racing Green ‘Crayons’ facings 
run horizontally

Mainstream Cooper ‘Racing Crayons’ inserts run as a vertical centre strip
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that fuel injection = more power, it is believed that Rover may have 
understated the performance of the RSP and Mainstream models in 
an attempt to amplify the ‘superior’ 63PS output with fuel injection. 

According to a 1985 edition of an Austin Rover sales brochure, 
the rating for a standard MG Metro (equipped with a water/oil 
heat exchanger) is 72bhp (73PS). Given that the Rover Coopers 
shared the same engine, a power fall-off of 16% between the two 
installations suggests that Dean’s assertion has some substance to 
it. If you should own a standard carburettor Rover Cooper (RSP 
or Mainstream) and have had it set-up on a rolling road, how did it 
compare with Rover’s official rating of 61PS? Responses, as ever, to 
my email address on page 4.

Until next month...

I wish all of our members a happy and prosperous 2016.

John Parnell 

Understated? RSP and Mainstream Cooper engine power output

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

Whilst at the NEC Classic Motor Show 
in November just gone, I met Graham 
Smith who had at the show on the 
British Mini Club stand; his and his 
partner Gala’s wonderfully restored 
Wood & Pickett Riley Elf. As it is 
such a unique coach built car I asked 
Graham if he would write about his 
car for inclusion in CooperWorld and 
he kindly agreed to do so. Below is 
his article accompanied by some great 
photos of his car.

Wood & Pickett Riley Elf     

Our car was first registered as RN 70 
on 1st January 1968 by Richard Miles 

(Downton-London Ltd) and was first owned by Captain Kenneth 
Douglas Morris who was a Royal Navy Commander.

The car was sent to Wood & Pickett for conversion and the Captain 
specifically requested that the car be repainted metallic Regal red to 
match his Rolls Royce series 1 Shadow. He further stipulated that the 
car’s interior should also match that of his rolls and thus the interior 
was finished in ivory Connolly leather. The car was then treated to; 
electric windows, an 8 track stereo system, quarter lights, Webasto 
sunroof and Wilton carpets among other upgrades.
     
The mechanical upgrades specification for the car included; the 
engine being bored out to 1,164cc and a large valved Cooper 
S cylinder head complemented with modified inlet and exhaust 
manifolds after being balanced and lightened. The engine was built 
by Richard Miles using Downton components (Richard Miles was an 
agent for Downton and they worked together in tandem on cars) 
and was fitted with a Cooper S close-ratio gearbox, oil cooler, brake 
servo and Cooper S brakes etc.

The total cost of undertaking this work on the Riley approached 
£3,000 in 1968 – this at a time when the cheapest available Ford 

Steve Burkinshaw

was approximately £600 and you could buy a good house for 
£3,000! It returned to Wood & Pickett on a number of occasions 
in the 1970s and 1980s for refurbishments. It really was a case 
of ‘money was no object’ approach, and the overall expenditure 
came to many thousands of pounds. At the time this resulted in 
the car being one of the most expensive Minis ever produced. 
Captain Morris was a wealthy man who became a world renowned 
authority on war/ forces medals.

Purchased by Gala and I in 2003, we put the car into dry storage 
with the intention of eventually undertaking a sympathetic 

Fresh from a full but sympathetic restoration

Note full length colour coded folding sunroof

Proud owner Graham Smith on the left with Barry Whizzo 
Williams sat in the driver’s seat at the NEC Classic Motor show in 
November 2015
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restoration of it but retaining as much of the original car as 
possible and this we eventually achieved. It returned home in 
the winter of 2014 after a 5 year restoration and came back on 
a trailer in a rainstorm! Gala then spent the winter completely 
renovating the interior. The body and paintwork was skilfully 
undertaken by Colin Davis based in Tetford Lincolnshire which 
necessitated him making handmade rectangular wings for the car. 
Whereas, mechanical renovation and engineering etc. was carried 
out by Paul Fish based in Wrawby Lincolnshire.

Innocenti Register

Firstly, I hope all members enjoyed a 
peaceful festive period and maybe the 
odd lucky person received some nice 
Innocenti related presents from Father 
Christmas?

Regarding last months report on Peter 
Harwood’s Cooper 1300 Export which 
he recently imported from Poland, I said 
at the end of the report that Peter’s car 
had the small size ‘Hellebore’ branded 
steering wheel fitted. However, the way 
I’d written my report may have given 
the impression that this type of steering 
wheel was correct for an early Export 
model but, of course, this isn’t the case, 

as many of you may have read in a previous report I did on the three 
different available sizes of these steering wheels. Peter’s car has the 
small diameter wheel fitted which was available as an aftermarket 
fitment. As standard, his car should have had the large diameter 
Hellebore wheel fitted.

I had a message from Nick Spratley who is the new owner of the 
lovely German spec Innocenti Cooper 1300 Export previously owned 
by Jamie Poole. Nick is over the moon with his new Mini and will 
continue to give it as much love and attention as Jamie did when he 
owned it. I’ve known this car for a long time now and have seen it 
pass through five different owners since being imported into the UK 
from its first German owner. It was originally given a sympathetic 
make-over when Pete Henry owned it, needing just one outer sill and 
a re-spray. The car still remains a stunning example and is a credit to 
all who have owned and cared for the car over the years. Hopefully, 
we will see Nick attending a few Mini shows this year with his car as 
it was always a regular at the shows.

Despite The 1972 Innocenti ‘Mini t’ (traveller) owned by Ian 
Summerill not being a Cooper, it’s such a rarity that it’s worth a 
mention on these pages. The bodywork was carried out by Pete 
Henry Classic Mini Restorations in Rothbury, Northumberland and 
then it was sent down to Whights Classic Restorations down in 
Northants to be re-sprayed in its original colour of Castoro (brown).

The Whight sisters, Christina and Timara, have done a wonderful job 
respraying the car in its original colour, but the roof was repainted 
in Giallo Ocra (a shade of almost orange) at the request of Ian. I’ve 
seen photos of the car and it looks stunning, but Ian has decided to 
keep the roof colour hidden until the car is finally put back together. 
I really am looking forward to seeing this one finished….and have 
even ordered a pair of extra dark lens sun glasses to wear when I get 

Foster Charlton

Wood & Pickett name plate preserved on the car

Beautifully appointed W&P interior

Rolls Royce Regal red looks stunning with the ivory interior

The car was shown for the first time at the NEC Classic Motor show 
in November 2015. It is believed to be the only Wood & Pickett 
Riley Elf in existence. This has since been verified by an ex Richard 
Miles engineer who came up to me at the NEC and said ‘I recognised 
the front of the car; I used to work on the mechanical aspects of it 
when it was new and thereafter serviced it. Richard Miles and Wood 
& Pickett only made that one; it’s wonderful to see it again after all 
these years’.  

The Riley has a very detailed and comprehensive file detailing all 
invoices and work carried out on the car since 1st January 1968.

Special mention must be made to Gala and Trevor and Janet Ripley 
for their invaluable help, and all the craftsmen/engineers who have 
worked on this unique piece of British motoring heritage. Without their 
commitment and dedication this Riley would not be seen on show.

Many thanks Graham for the fascinating insight into the history of 
your unique car which is much appreciated.

Steve Burkinshaw
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These wallets suffer badly over the years due to sunlight and general wear 
and tear. The clear vinyl compartments used to hold the booklets in place 
tend to rip quite easily and the outer coloured vinyl usually splits in places. 
Greg is confident that the new vinyl will be a perfect match in both colour 
and grain pattern, but will be made from more modern vinyl materials.
Judging by the other reproduction Innocenti parts Greg has made, I 
have no doubt that these will be an excellent item to have.

Contact me if you would like one of these rather nice wallets and I’ll 
pass your details onto Greg. 

Cliff Porter has been in touch asking if any Innocenti owners would 
be interested in attending an event this year. The Prescott Hill 
Climb events include 2 which may appeal to Mini Cooper Register 
Members. Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th May - La Vie en Bleu 
incorporating la vita rosso - Basically a great weekend with French 
and Italian cars and Can Can girls and the like! 
Cliff suggested to the organisers that we might be able to provide a 
display of Innocenti cars at the event, and they are very keen on the idea. 

If any of you are interested in attending this event, then please get in 
touch with me and I’ll pass on your details to Cliff.

That’s all for this month. 

Foster Charlton

Mini Super Register

My apologies for the absence of a full 
report this month.

To sum up the past twelve months, they 
have been excellent for the Super register 
as I have been able to increase the numbers 
of surviving cars by ten percent. There is no 
doubt that interest in the model continues 
to grow as people are becoming more 
aware of the model’s existence. 

The highlight of this year had to be the 
amazing line-up of Supers at Beaulieu, no 
less than seven, with three Austins one 
side of Spencer Cheever’s ‘Sprint’ and 
three Morris ones on the other side with 

the addition of George Powditch’s Super elsewhere on display.

Garry Dickens

to see the car in the metal. As most of you know, Ian has a decent 
size collection of British Minis and also has a German spec Innocenti 
Cooper 1300 Export awaiting restoration.

As you read this report, Greg Cambe of France is busy reproducing 
the vinyl wallet that used to contain the owners handbook and dealer 
network booklet for ‘Export’ models when these cars were sold new 
in 1973 to 1975. I’ve seen these wallets in two different shades of 
blue and also in a shade of dark green used for pre-Export models 
from 1972 to 1973.

Ian Summerill’s freshly painted ‘Mini t’ Traveller

Original Innocenti driver’s document wallet

Leyland Innocenti driver’s document wallet Have a SUPER Christmas!
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25 years of neglect had taken its toll; the worst factor being the 
garage roof collapsing in and damaging the roof of the car. But, 
with mechanicals sorted by Palmer Works in Mereworth Kent and 
body damage and paint attended to by a body shop in Plumstead, 
another GT lives on to drive another day. Michael cannot claim any 
responsibility for the de-seaming of the car however, which was 
executed long before the GT came into his family’s ownership. 
Evidence of great quality work shows in the accurate panel alignment 
and sharp panel gaps all round the car and, having come this far Michael 
is planning a little work on the engine to complete the project. I look 
forward to seeing Michael out and about in his car in 2016.

Jack Brown contacted me looking for some advice on a prospective 
GT he had in mind and wanted some points to check for genuine 
GT features.  Summarising what makes a GT a GT is not an exact 
science, but I was able to give Jack a few key areas to look for.

When Jack finally got to inspect TWH 65K, he was able to share some 
photos of it. Clearly, the GT in question has had a life of modifications 
but nothing that is irreversible if a ‘factory’ look was the desired result. 
The fundamentals of a solid looking shell with minimal corrosion and no 
major panel damage have to be the first consideration on any project 
car to produce a cost effective restoration. At the time of writing I still 
do not know if Jack took the plunge and secured the GT. Hopefully, I 
can update on how things developed next month.

Good luck to all the members with winter projects underway.  All those 
cold weekends in the garage with a steaming mug of tea will all be worth 
it when the spring arrives and your efforts are revealed to the world!

Keep me updated on all your efforts so that I can share your 
stories in future articles.

1275GT Register

I am pleased to say that contacts 
from new, existing and prospective 
1275GT register members have been 
frequent and numerous in the last 
couple of months. We can welcome 
Steve Jones and Colin Avery to the 
register, with two very interesting 
cars.  Steve’s 1978 GT is described 
as a replica of the 1978/79 British 
Touring car championship car driven 
by Alan Curnow and the sister car of 
Richard Longman’s Patrick Motors 
car. Colin’s 1970 GT comes with one 
of the most comprehensive history 
files I have ever come across, since 
he has known his car for all of its 

life, having maintained it in its early years and ultimately becoming 
its owner in 1990. I hope to pay Colin a visit and check on his 
progress to bring his GT back to life ready for the 2016 season.

Another early GT that has been saved is Michael Zevla’s August 
1970 car.  Michael’s father in law previously purchased it in the 
late 80s for around £2,500 and had it garaged for many years, up 
until his sad passing around four years ago. After many years of 
seeing the GT slowly decay, Michael was finally presented with it 
as a 50th birthday gift from his widowed mother in law.

Alan Clark

Untouched engine bay is next on Michael’s attention list

During the year a few restorations have been completed and to a 
very high standard. Also, a few restorations have been started, some 
of them by very brave owners! I hope to be able to report on a 
couple of those during this coming year.

A very big thank you to all those who during the year have submitted 
details of their restorations and experiences of Supers past, as well 
as present. Thanks too to Guy Smith for the accompanying photo. 
The Super having had such a short production run and with so few 
survivors, I have very little material to work with, these contributions 
are essential to my monthly reports.

You will probably receive your January issue of CooperWorld 
between Christmas and the New Year, so I hope you all have had 
an enjoyable Christmas so far and, of course, I wish you a ‘Super’ 
New Year! 

Finally, my usual request: if you own, have owned, or know of a 
Super, have any stories involving one, then please let me know, even if 
the car no longer exists.

Garry Dickens
A white roof complements the subtle mods

Michael Zevla’s de-seamed GT
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Alan Clark

Roll cage and battery isolator point to a competition history

Jack Browns GT find seems a worthy project

Modern MINI Cooper Register

Well, a very Merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year to one and all, though 
I guess most contributors will be doing 
much the same. 

I am a bit disappointed that I have 
received so few comments about the 
Modern MINI in my first 6 months 
as registrar.  Most of the information 
I currently report on comes from 
the BMW press club or MINI .com.  
I would really like to be writing 
more about some of our own club 
member’s MINIs be they good, bad 
or adventurous. I can even help with 
issues you may have with your MINI 

or point you to some very knowledgeable MINI people. You only 
have to ask!

As I think I mentioned last month the JCW F56 is now available 
with a manual gearbox and Autocar seem to love it, saying it is less 
hyperactive (the R53 was best for this) and is all the better for it!  The 
manual box is a £1,000 cheaper and gives a more involved drive.  My 
local MINI dealer, Cooper MINI, keeps promising me a test drive but 
they are selling the test cars as soon as they are delivered. Still, I do 
want to wait another year until I replace my JCW, I still love it to bits 
and do not want to part with it. Maybe a GP3 might tempt me!

David Young

The New MNI Clubman has been launched.
• The new MINI Clubman continues generation change in the MINI 

model family.
• Premium five-seater a powerful fusion of sleek lines, innovative 

touches and first-rate materials.
• Characteristic split rear doors retained, now with four side doors 

for enhanced usability.
• Exterior and interior dimensions significantly more generous than 

previous generation MINI Clubman and MINI 5-door Hatch.
• Familiar derivatives at launch – MINI Cooper Clubman, MINI Cooper 

D Clubman, MINI Cooper S Clubman, MINI Cooper SD Clubman.
• Six-speed manual and automatic transmissions, with eight-speed 

Steptronic new to the brand.
• New Clubman packed with MINI character, enhanced by extensive 

range of optional extras.
• High level of standard equipment including MINI Navigation System 

standard across all models.
• Built in the UK at MINI Plant Oxford.

Engine variants:
MINI Cooper   S Clubman: 4-cylinder petrol engine with MINI 
TwinPower Turbo Technology (turbocharging, direct injection, fully 
variable valve control, variable camshaft control),
Capacity: 1,998 cc
Output: 141 kW/192 hp at 5,000 rpm
Max. torque: 280 Nm at 1,250 rpm
Acceleration 0–62mph: 7.2 seconds (automatic: 7.1 seconds)
Top speed: 142 mph (142 mph)
Combined fuel consumption*: 45.6 mpg (48.7mpg)
CO2 emissions*: 144 g/km (134 g/km)

MINI Cooper Clubman: 3-cylinder petrol engine with MINI 
TwinPower Turbo Technology (turbo charging, direct injection, fully 
variable valve control, variable camshaft control),
Capacity: 1,499 cc
Output: 100 kW/136 hp at 4,400 rpm,
Max. torque: 220 Nm at 1,250 rpm

The New MINI Clubman

A quality and well appointed interior



Mini Cooper Register | 53

REGISTERS

Acceleration (0–62mph): 9.1 seconds (automatic: 9.1 seconds), Top 
speed: 127 mph (127 mph)
Combined fuel consumption*: 55.4 mpg (55.4 mpg)
CO2 emissions*: 118 g/km (118 g/km)
 
MINI Cooper D Clubman: 4-cylinder diesel engine with MINI TwinPower 
Turbo Technology (turbocharger with variable turbine geometry, 
common rail direct injection),
Capacity: 1,955 cc
Output: 110 kW/150 hp at 4,000 rpm
Max. torque: 330 Nm at 1,750 rpm
Acceleration (0–62mph): 8.6 seconds (automatic: 8.5 seconds)
Top speed: 132 mph (132 mph)
Combined fuel consumption*: 68.9 (68.9)
CO2 emissions*: 109 g/km (109 g/km).
 
MINI Cooper SD Clubman: 4-cylinder diesel engine with MINI TwinPower 
Turbo Technology (turbocharger with variable turbine geometry, 
common rail direct injection),
Capacity:
Output: 140 kW/190 hp at 4,000 rpm
Max. torque: 400 Nm at 1,750 -2,500 rpm
Acceleration (0-62mph): 7.4 seconds (automatic: 7.4 seconds)
Top speed: 140 mph
Combined fuel consumption*: 62.8 (65.7)
CO2 emissions*: 119 g/km (114 g/km)
 
The newcomer has an overall length of 4,253 mm, width of 1,800 mm 
and a height of 1,441 mm. The wheelbase measures 2,670 mm, while 
the track width is 1,564 mm at the front and 1,565 mm at the rear.
The MINI Clubman’s distinctive split rear doors, side-hinged on the 
outer edge, mark it out from any other car on the road. The doors 
are opened by a dual-section chrome door handle. Non-contact 
opening is possible in combination with the optional Comfort Access 
function, with a foot movement under the rear apron triggering 
operation, or from a button on vehicle’s key fob.

The new MINI Clubman is offered with the choice of two petrol 
engines of three and four cylinders, and two diesel engines with four 
cylinders at launch. All come with MINI TwinPower Turbo Technology 
and meet EU6 exhaust emission standards.

The new MINI Cooper D Clubman features a 2.0-litre engine – 
installed in a MINI for the first time – with peak output of 110 kW/150 
hp. The unit provides both exceptional pulling power and efficiency. 
MINI Clubman petrol engines feature turbocharging, direct injection 
with centrally placed injectors, VALVETRONIC fully variable valve 
control and variable camshaft control on the intake and exhaust side.

Six-speed manual transmissions are standard on all versions of the 
MINI Clubman. These are characterised by low weight, a high level 
of internal efficiency and outstanding shift comfort optimised with 
carbon fibre friction linings for the synchroniser rings.

For the new MINI Cooper Clubman, an optional six-speed Steptronic 
transmission is available. It provides increased efficiency and a high level 
of shift comfort, as well as shift dynamics optimised for sporty driving.

The four-cylinder engines in the MINI Cooper S Clubman, the MINI 
Cooper D Clubman and the MINI Cooper SD Clubman can be 
specified with an 8-speed Steptronic transmission – a first for MINI. 
When the 8-speed sports automatic transmission is selected on MINI 
Cooper S Clubman, it has the additional benefit of steering wheel 
paddles for manual gear changes. The technology provides even more 
efficient, comfortable and sporty driving due to a broader gear spread 
and smaller engine speed steps.

The brand’s pioneering MINIMALISM technologies are also fitted as 
standard, with shift point display, brake energy regeneration, active 
cooling air flaps and needs-oriented control of the fuel and coolant 
pump as well as other ancillary components.
 
Pricing and standard specification
The new MINI Cooper Clubman starts at £19,995 OTR with a 
generous standard specification which includes 16” Revolite Spoke 
alloy wheels, MINI Navigation, Bluetooth hands-free, interior lights 
pack, central display with LED ring, MINI Excitement pack, start/
stop with keyless start among many other features. Cooper D 
benefits from MINI’s 2.0-litre diesel engine with OTR pricing from 
£22,265. MINI Cooper S Clubman adds 17” Vent Spoke alloy wheels, 
twin exhausts, sports seats for the driver and front passenger and 
Performance Control from £22,755. Cooper SD benefits from 400 
Nm of torque and CO2 emissions of 119 g/km from £24,255.
  
The MINI keeps on growing and growing, with New Clubman I see 
a Van perhaps using the 3 cylinder or 2 litre Diesel engines becoming 
a work horse, they don’t make one yet but who knows? I do wonder 
about an 8 speed auto box with paddle shifts, I would be playing F1 
driver around the M25.

David Young

Split ‘classic Clubman estate ‘doors retained

Stylish design lines and detailing

New Twinpower turbo engine
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Derbyshire &           
  Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Monday of 
the Month

Bluebell Inn (A 515) DE6 1NH Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com
Frank Willis 07743 577344
frankmwillis@gmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

  Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

‘Call for information’ Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke
01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr
01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, 
near Chester-le-Street, just off Junction 63 on the A1M. 
DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049
0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 29th November  
At 11:00 am

Norton House Hotel, near Edinburgh Airport Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

  Suffolk Region 1st Sunday  At 7.30 Please call for details
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 
01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

The New Queen Pub  Ringwood Road, Avon, Christchurch, 
Dorset BH23 7BG

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

DATE

NEW 

DATE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Mid Staffs Region

Happy New Year everyone!

So, here we are at the start 2016, with a whole year of classic motoring ahead of us. As I write 
these notes at the end of November, the weather forecasters are predicting a very cold winter 
thanks to the El – Nino effect, and already we have had our first cold snap with a bit snow. 
As  a result I’m crossing fingers (and several other parts of the anatomy) that the Christmas 
Dinner will not be affected, especially as our guest, Graham Robson, will be driving all the way 
from Bridport in Dorset up to Stone in Staffordshire. The evening is being highly anticipated 
and I am told Graham is a great speaker, which should make this final event of the year 
another resounding success. Hopefully, a full report will be in CooperWorld next month.

As there is not a lot to report this month, I put together a montage of Minis attending the 
meetings, which I hope you will enjoy. During 2015 there was an increase in the number 
of Minis (and derivatives) attending the meetings, and for some of the meetings they were 
more numerous than MGs! Equally astounding was that a Mini Moke won our annual 
informal concours held at the July meetings. 

Moving on to future meetings planned below is a list of them:

Monday January 4th. A get over the festivities traditional natter. 

Monday February 1st. After the huge success of last year’s Scalextric night, this will be the 2016 edition. Following the comments from Basil 
Wales in a letter to the editor, I’ll try to put together a figure of eight track this time, but I was a few pieces of track short last year so couldn’t do it. 

Monday March 7th. Currently I have nothing planned, but one of the attendees of the meetings thinks he can tie up talk on tyres. 

Then further ahead
Sunday April 24th. This is Drive it Day, and I’ll be putting together a route to somewhere interesting. It might be around 70 miles each way this year, 
but will feature straightforward navigation using descriptions and signposts. It will be free to enter, but the destination may make a charge for admission.

So that’s it for now, but I hope to see everyone again soon at our regular meetings and events. Meetings are held on the 1st Monday of each month 
at the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone. ST15 0PX from 7.30 onwards.

Pete Cresswell
01785 760211
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com    

Scottish Region

November Sun Run

A few of us from the Mini Cooper Register took part in a touring assembly called the November Sun Run in early November. The run up to the event 
was a nail gripping one as Simon Drew, the proprietor of The Mini Works, was busily trying to get our car,  DKG 2C, ready in time for the event! The 
car was only back from the painters 3 ½ weeks before departure date.  But after lots of late nights on everyone’s part, the mission was accomplished!

There were three Scottish Minis that took part, us in DKG 2C, David Dyson in his works replica YMO 661K, and Simon Drew in his Special 
Tuning Clubman SOH 956H. There was also one Welsh Mini driven by Peter Hicks registered KTT 666E. Thankfully, all made it to the start 
line in Bar Sur Aube, France.

The November Sun Run is a four day classic car touring assembly, open to all cars built before 1984.The event is organised by members of Auto 
Club Eclance, a classic car club situated in the Aube Department in the Champagne Ardennes Region of France. The run celebrates the performance 
of cars in the classic days of rallying. Nearly 70 classic cars took part this year which included a plethora of classic cars from Minis to Lotus Cortinas, 
Morgans, Triumphs, MGBs, Porsches, a Volvo Amazon and the oldest car - a 1928 Model A!  

The varied route covered everything from climbing the Cols of the Alsace, Vosges, Jura and the Alps, to the winding roads of the sleepy villages 
underneath.  Whilst not a competitive event in the form of timed sections, regularities or speed tests, all competitors undergo challenging 
navigational tests.  Route finding, photo and code board clues were included in each days itinerary. The organisers would only reveal the second half 
of the day’s route at lunch time, so crews were always kept very busy plotting!
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The starting point was at Bar Sur Aube, which was a stage in the latest running of the Monte Carlo Historique rally. Many of the Minis had already put in the 
miles ahead of the 1,400km (900 miles) run, with Mini owner ‘starting points’ spread across the far north of Scotland to Wales, England, France and Sweden!

The finish point was in Aix Les Bains. It turned out the clue was in the name of the tour, and all the cars were treated to sunny skies and 
temperatures soaring into the low 20s!   

Scottish Region 2016 Events List

Our drafted list of events is given below and we will be re-publishing the list with contact information / booking details in the next magazine as well.

30 May – Thistle Run 
26 June – Breakfast Run – Powmill (near Dollar) to Scone
9/10 July – Glamis Castle Vintage Vehicle Extravaganza
3 July– Wheels of Yesteryear
14 August (TBC) Biggar Classic Rally
20/21 August – Ingliston Revival 
3/4th September - Bo’ness Hillclimb 

Wishing everyone a very happy and safe holiday season!

Patricia and Ben    

Thames Valley Region

Christmas Dinner

With the plan to be more active as a region following our trip to the Haynes museum in the summer, it was 
decided to spread our wings once more.

Our wings this time stretched to Turkey (the feathered kind not the country), salmon, beef, roast spuds 
assorted vegetables, gravy together with stupendous and copious amounts of pudding. Got your juices flowing 
yet? Well ours were!

Christmas 2015 saw the Thames Valley region of 19 members and partners descend on the Crooked Billet, just 
down the A30 near Hook.  Clive Brook’s wife was unable to attend but surprised everyone with her Christmas 
pud knitted Ferrero Rocher. Needless to say they didn’t last long! Lorraine Hampson also brought everyone 
Christmas themed badges.  A couple of members were also brave enough to wear Christmas jumpers.

Early 2016 will see the region take up the challenge of a ‘Garage to Garage’ tour, with a visit to the New Years 
Day meet at The Phoenix plus the Mini day at Brooklands.

The first formal meet of the year will be held on January 27th followed by further meetings on February 24th, March 30th and April 27th.

Merry Christmas to all MCR members and we trust that Santa brings you that sought after ‘Cooper bit’ on Christmas Morning. 
 

Robert and Lee   

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Mont BlancSimon Drew’s Special Tuning GT on the Col

Scottish and Welsh Minis together

DKG at the start in Bar Sur Aube

The two tables having finished their starters! DKG at the start in Bar Sur AubePre dinner drinks

Clive with Melanie’s knitted 
Ferro Rocher
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Warwickshire Region

In November a few of the region’s members helped the club’s sponsor, Carole Nash, to transport the original 1978/79 Clubman GT race car which 
was driven by Richard Longman when he won the BTC Championships in it. The car has also been replicated by Swiftune and used in at recent 
Goodwood Revival race meetings.

Members of the region have attended many meetings during 2015 and are looking forward to many more in 2016. Key events which members of 
the regions will be attending during the year are as follows:

HRCR Open day at Gaydon – 16th January 2016 – Look out for a club display of members’ Rally cars - you never know it may include some red 
and white cars?  Warwickshire region members will definitely be there.

British Mini Club at Bingley Hall 31st January 2016. 

First Mini Show of the year and one which many acquire parts to prepare their cars for the forth coming year.

Race Retro – 26th to 28th February 2016 
Be there.  Region members will be supporting the Group B demonstration runs with Redditch & District Car Club members.

Prescott Hill Climb 2016 (Bugatti Owners Club).   
Close to Cheltenham and M5 motorway.

Saturday/Sunday, 28th & 29th May 2016 - La Vie en Bleu incorporating la Vita Rosso    
Previous weekends have focused on French cars but this year will include red Italian cars.  Could this be a chance for an Innocenti display? I hope 
so. Further details to be announced in later issues of the magazines but the organisers are planning to show The Italian Job Film in the clubhouse.   
Please get in touch with Cliff if you fancy a weekend break at the end of May rather than the IMM in Belgium.

Saturday 30th July 2016 – 70 years of Cooper.  I have suggested to the DEWS Championship organisers that they seek a special Mini 
competition class on the hill on the day and I hope to put on a large static display of Mini Coopers as well.  Everyone will be very welcome with their 
cars.  We might even allow the latest models!  Get in touch with Cliff if you’re interested.

Redditch & District Car Club / HRCR Lavender Run - Sunday 24th July 2016 
Several members of the MCR always support this event.  Check out details at the HRCR Open Day at Gaydon on 16th January or the RDCC website

Region Club Nights – 4th Wednesday each month except January 
Don’t forget the Warwickshire club nights take place at The Houndshill, Ettington nr Stratford upon Avon from about 7pm for food.  New members 
are always very welcome, please come along and enjoy our natters.   

No meeting on 26th January as we will be having our annual meal at the Houndshill on 13th January when I am sure we will be discussing future 
activities for the region during 2016.

May I wish everyone a Happy New year!

 
Cliff Porter 

Wiltshire and Dorset Region

We are now going into the winter period when cars tend to get tucked away and some fettling takes place we means that we are entering a quieter 
time for our regional activities as a result.

However, in October we joined with our MCR Hampshire region neighbours for a very enjoyable skittles evening at our Redlynch venue, and it is hoped 
that this will become an annual event. Hampshire outnumbered Wilts and Dorset due to a series of unplanned events reducing our W & D numbers, but by 
making it in to an ‘individuals’ rather than team competition everyone seemed to have a good time, and prizes were awarded to the three highest scorers.

We are trying to cater for the entire Wiltshire and Dorset MCR regional membership, which is proving to be a virtually impossible task, as this 
covers a vast area. Triangulation points of Lyme Regis, Salisbury and Swindon to put it into perspective.

We hold monthly meetings at two different venues to try and cater for those in East Dorset and South Wiltshire, but fully understand that a long drive from 
the further outposts of the region is not particularly attractive. We are therefore working on a diary of events for 2016 which will be available shortly.

Our evening meetings are on the second Wednesday of the month at 8 p.m. and we have decided to replace the New Queens at Avon with the 
Tyrrells Ford, also at Avon.

So, for 2016 we have two venues - alternate months with meeting dates as follows:

Meet 2nd Wednesday of the month starting at 8:00 pm wef January 13/March 9/May 11/July 13/ September 14/ November 9 at Tyrrells Ford, 
Ringwood Road, Avon, Christchurch, BH23 7BQ Contact email - Brenda Harris mcrwilts@gmail.com

Meet 2nd Wednesday of the month at 8:00pm February 10/April 13/ June 8/ August 10/October 13 (Thursday skittles evening with Hampshire 
MCR)/December 14 at Redlynch Sports and Social Club, Woodfalls Cross, The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury, Wilts SP5 2LN.

Please contact malcsmf@btinternet.com or nickstansmore@live.co.uk for further information or suggestions 
We very much hope to see you in the New Year and hope you have/had a Happy Christmas.
 
Malcolm Francis 

REGIONAL REPORTS
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

1971 Cooper S Mk3 Tartan red with black roof in club rally trim.
This car has been almost completely re-built over the past 3 years 
mostly by Minispeed in Byfleet. Most of the mechanical parts have been 
replaced together with a full engine and gearbox re-build. All invoices are 
available. Currently running on the original 1 1/4 inch twin carbs, there 
are 1 1/2 inch which originally came with the vehicle as well as the original 
(leaded fuel) head. The DVLA ownership documents state that one of the 
previous owners was Ian Gringrod of 1980s Rallying fame.
Offers circa £20k. For more details contact Clive on 07806 
771248 Weybridge Surrey  

John Cooper SI Touring. John Cooper conversion no. S-no120
1300cc, Flame red/White diamond.Aug 1998, Full SVC history. 43,843 
miles £8,000.Contact Michael Tolhurst on  Home 01825 732432  Mobile 
07778532208 East Sussex

Parts for sale

Genuine original Cosmic 5 x 10 wheel rims refurbished as per photos, 
Price for 5 wheels £455 delivered UK mainland. Steve Burch Tel: 01728 
832479 sburch8899@aol.com

Bike carb conversion kit
Purchased from DanST Engineering and never used, change of car means 
no longer needed. This is a complete bolt on kit for the BMC/Austin A series 
engine (998,1000 &1275cc) and consists of the following: 1x TIG welded DanST 
Engineering aluminium inlet manifold, 1x PAIR of ZZR600 37mm Keihin 
carburettors (ultrasonically cleaned, rebuilt into a pair).1x Spun aluminium 
trumpet kit (pair of trumpets, to suit Keihin ZZR600 carbs as pictured).

1x danST Engineering carb fitting kit (2x Fluoro 
lined silicone hoses and 4x stainless mikalor 
clamps) in blue.1 x brand new fuel pump from 
the bike to match the carbs. 2 x spare jets for 
the carbs.1 x Pipercross PX300 Air Filter and 
Baseplate. 1 x Cable.
This kit is ideal for anyone wanting to carry out 

the popular bike carb modification as an alternative to the old Weber twin 40 
style conversions. Bike carbs offer excellent performance, reliability and fuel 
economy when compared to the Weber alternatives. These conversions are 
very popular in both modified and kit car circles and provide a low cost, simple 
power upgrade not to mention a fantastic soundtrack!
I purchased the complete kit from DanST, the carburettors undergo a 
comprehensive inspection, strip, ultrasonic clean and rebuild process and 
come with a detailed checklist of the work done. They are jetted as they 
came from the bike and will therefore need final setting up once on the 
car. 2 x additional jets are included to help get you started.
The manifold is manufactured from high quality aluminium with a precision 
water jet cut 10mm thick flange and TIG welded 38mm (Outside Dia) runners 
with a 3mm thick wall. All internal joints are fully ported/ground to ensure a 
smooth flow. Call Richard Siddle on: 07710 806776

Parts Wanted

Black padded lower dash rail wanted Mk2 and on. Call Peter 
01923816757, or cars@minicooper.org 
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MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine
for Mini owners worldwide.

WWW.MINIMAG.CO.UK

MINI MAGAZINE MINI MAGAZINE 
The number one magazine
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ORIGINAL AND GREATEST MAGAZINE FOR THE MINI

www.miniworld.co.uk 
Subscription hotline: Tel: 01959 541444 

MiniWorld is proud to support
the Mini Cooper Register.
Find stunning feature cars
and informative historical

articles in every issue.



Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm. †Based on an average customer, saving 41% when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full 10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG 
B and 1972 MG Midget. Previous multi-classic car savings from 7.2.2014 until 11.5.2015 were 28%. Up to 41% savings available from 11.5.2015. 1Terms and conditions apply - cherished.carolenash.com/terms-and-conditions.aspx 2Terms and conditions apply - call for 
details Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 083 6302
cherished.carolenash.com
Classic  |  Camper Van  |  Specialist  |  Military  |  Performance

Insurance for 
people who
love Classic Minis

/insideclassics.com @insideclassics

 u Free Agreed Value1

 u Salvage Retention2

 u  UK & EU breakdown worth over £100  
- includes Homestart 

 u  Up to £100,000 Legal Expenses cover  
in the event of an accident that’s  
not your fault

 u  Club member discounts2

 u  You could also save 41% with a  
Multi-Classic Car policy†

YOUR CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 
POLICY INCLUDES:

Of

f cial Sponsor of:

SAVE 
UP TO 25% 

CLUB MEMBER DISCOUNT

“ Good cover at a good price 
and free agreed valuation of 
vehicle makes this as painless 
as car insurance can be.”GRAHAM, BATH, AUGUST 2015


