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Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48  . . . . . .£705.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . .£23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO  . . .£13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

£84.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £84.00 full kit

Package
Price

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone springs on the market made
from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Steering & Bearings

New steering racks - L/H or R/H drive  
FAM7306/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £59.23

MPi Sportspack type race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166 . . . . . . . . . . . £19.30
or our own which we recommend for any use. . .

Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . . £7.70
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . . £50.60
Tried and tested non genuine front wheel bearings -
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no break-
ages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modified - late cars . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . . £14.39

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £30.60
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell the cheap, inferior CV
joints so readily available elsewhere.

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Gaskets

Engines

Cooper S Distributor

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for
economy and performance similar to MK3 S

curves. Fitted with quickfit points and uprated
rotor arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

As above electric NEG EARTH only 12G2140MS £58.50
998   45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £41.94
1275 45/59D distributors . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.90
Electronic type less points . . . . . . . . from £56.65
Whole new distributor cheaper than conversion 
kits!   All the best quality distributors and 
parts stocked for road and race

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . £12.84
Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.30
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

From brand new forgings, 
nitrided EN40B crank with large counter balanced webs

and bored holes for the big ends which reduces the re-
ciprocating weight of the crankshaft and does not ne-
cessitate drilling through the counterbalance webs.
Forgings are known to be stronger than billets as the
grain pattern follows the shape of the webs and bearings
whereas the billet type is machined across the grain.

For 1275cc blocks and made in 81.3mm and 86mm
stroke. .(bare forging only £576.00) crank £1897.92

Forged Cranks

New!

£40.69

Bumper and Brightwork

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £68.44
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £33.60
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £24.00
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.42
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.20
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

NEW!

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Close
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Mail Order - 01 707 607700 Mail Order also available direct from Harrogate Branch Call 01 423 881800 to order 

minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com 
website for pictures, downloads,
catalogues, current prices &
special deals

Mobile & tablet friendly

BODY,
MECHANICAL 
& TRIM

CATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2
catalogue. 
Include all models 
from 1959-2000.

mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

£23.04
or

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

Lightweight Large 
Impeller Water Pump 
-  with Three Year Guarantee
GWP134EVO, GWP187EVO & GWP188EVO £18.90
8 port head - original spec. . . . . . . . . from £1956.96
8 port head  - larger valve - race . . . . . . . £2372.05

We stock all standard and performance parts
1380cc built up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft EVOLUTION001 . . . . . . exchange £68.40
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps from £15.83 CNC race type from £112.50
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift rocker set C-AHT446A. . . . . £198.00
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 genuine engine mount . . . . . . . . . . . £8.34
21A1902MS non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Evo minimum stretch timing chains available

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 . . . . . . . . . . £22.86
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £55.38
3 piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £116.99
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £108.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £64.15
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . . . . . . . . . . . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 . . . . . . . . . . . £34.84
Standard clutch plate  GCP204 . . . . . . . . . . £32.18
Mini Spares/AP road/rally 180mm plate C-AHT595 £64.54
AP Racing fast road/rally clutch plate 180mm . £88.78
Race clutch plate  C-AHT596 . . . . . . . . . . . . £88.78
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel  - race EN24  . . . . . . . . .£209.08
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £24.00
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS . . . . . . £29.99
Master cylinder GMC1008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.50

Clutches & Flywheels

£55.20

Scan the QR codes to see the full

range on your tablet ot smart phone

Engines:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gaskets:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Suspension:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Exhausts:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Brightwork:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Steering:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Drivetrain:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Electrics:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gearboxes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING Each

£4.20

Brand new ACCESSORIES

CATALOGUE available to

order online!
www.minispares.com

mini spares catalogues
NEW!
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

June magazine – 1st May
July magazine – 1st June
August magazine – 1st July

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill, Huddersfield, W. 
Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR  01827 830539 
mk1sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street,  
Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering, Northamptonshire, 
NN14 3DZ    
0118 9423778 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE  
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne 
and Wear, NE28 7QU  0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)    
super@minicooper.org  
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE    
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW  
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org forum.minicooper.org 

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 
Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 
Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org
Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org
Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org
Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org   
Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ   
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org
Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb 
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH 
07834 081697 
regions@minicooper.org
Public Relations 
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
pr@minicooper.org
Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org
Young Members Delegate 
Craig Laird 
23 Wallace Avenue, Rothesay, Argyll & Bute, PA20 9JA 
01700 505508 
dcraiglaird@btinternet.com
Non Designated Committee Members 
Ken Hunter 01344 772446 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org
Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert.indd   1 12/03/2015   16:36
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
01473 807212

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
W ell, the clocks have now gone 

forward which marks the 
official end of winter and we can 
start to look forward to longer and, 
hopefully, warmer, sunnier, days. 
This time of the year also coincides 
with the beginning of the outdoor 
events season and one of the main 
events which now kicks things off is 
the Goodwood 74th Members’ race 
Meeting. I had heard that this event 
was one not to be missed so I went 
along for the first time this year and I 

wasn’t disappointed. Indeed, several MCR members also went along 
including Robert Clayson who has been kind enough to write an 
article about the meeting. Do have a read of his article and get an 
insight of what it’s all about if you have never been.

Whilst we are on the subject of racing, Pete Flanagan has written 
an in depth article about the renowned maverick 1960s Mini racer 
and race engine developer/tuner Harry Ratcliffe, who sadly recently 
passed away. As always, Pete has included an abundance of great 
photos spanning the life of Harry and included some tributes from, 
not only some well known former contemporary Mini racers, but 
also from various other individuals who had the privilege to have 
met and known Harry. So, please read Pete’s account of Harry’s 
fascinating and interesting life.

Sticking with the racing theme, or I should say more accurately 
rallying theme, Peter Horsburgh has put together a great account of 
his experiences in participating in the Old Stager and Mini Cup Rally 

Championship, in which a total of 18 Minis were entered. Peter 
believes that this might be some sort of record for the number 
of Minis entered in a single rally competition and I wouldn’t be 
surprised if he was right. In my view, it would seem to indicate a 
resurgence of interest in the rallying of classic Minis which I think 
has been encouraged by the organisers of such rallies by ‘opening 
up’ the sport in order to allow the historic rally car scene to 
develop even more so. 

Moving on back to what’s in this issue of CooperWorld, I think 
for the first time that I can recall we have effectively three 
technical topic articles albeit one of them is covered by Robert 
Young in his Archive column. Robert has put the article under 
his archive column because it is not actually written by him but 
by Colin Mynott, who some of you may have heard of since 
Colin has an amazingly wide background of experience in the 
car industry generally, but specifically also in the  field of motor 
sport. Colin’s article predominantly covers the development of 
the A series engine and in quite some technical detail and depth. 
So, prepare yourself for a treat accordingly with a cup of tea or 
coffee and a comfy chair in a quiet room before you get stuck in.

Finally, I would like to include members’ stories in the magazine on 
the trials and tribulations that they had to endure in restoring their 
cars. It’s something I personally enjoy reading about and I know that 
many other members’ do too. So, if you would like me to feature 
the story of your car’s restoration, then please do send in your 
article with appropriate photos.Thanks. 

Paul Sulma 

La Vie en Bleu La Vita Rosso 

Presco'	Hill	Climb,	Nr	Cheltenham	
Saturday	28th	&	Sunday	29th	May	2016	

incorpora(ng	

Bugatti, Renault etc Ferrari, Maserati etc 
The paddock is already shaping up nicely with millions of pounds of 

French and Italian classic cars and supercars - already confirmed is a 
Bugatti Veyron Supersport, Bugatti Pur Sang, a Voisin, Ferrari Enzo, A 
1965 Ferrari 275 GTB to Nelson Piquet’s 1990 Benetton F1 Car and a 

Formula Nippon car!  www.prescott-hillclimb.com 
 

 Wanted – Innocenti Mini Coopers for display 
 

What would really finish off the event is a display of 
red, white & blue Innocenti Mini Coopers. 

 
Warwickshire region is looking for at least 3 

Innocenti Mini Coopers preferably 1 red, 1 White 
and 1 blue one to display at the 2 day event which 
includes competitive hill climb runs.  Great venue 
and very friendly atmosphere for all the family. 

 
Please contact Cliff if you would like to display your 

car at the event, either or both days an option. 

Dean	Davies	

STANFORD HALL MINI SHOW

Sunday 11th September 2016
  

I will again be organising an MCR display at the 
above show. It is rather early perhaps but I’m sure 
Mini owners are already starting to fill up their 
show diaries for 2016.

As in previous years it will be on a first come first 
served arrangement. It is always nice to have a 
display which has a variety of cars and in the past 
this has always naturally happened.

So, if you wish to attend please contact me 
via email on jfilor@talktalk.net giving me your 
membership number and car details. Or phone me 
on 01664 566614 and if I’m not in leave a message 
on the answer machine and I will get back to you.

Jerry Filor 



or tables. These pitches are designed as a cheap affordable way to 
clear out that garage of old Mini parts, and are much cheaper than a 
trade stand at £10 per pitch in advance or £15 on the day (in addition 
to your normal entrance ticket). Turn up with your boot full of parts 
and turn them into cash. To get a Trunk Traders ticket, give Tony Salter 
a ring on 02380 560073 and he’ll do the rest. 

I’m sure that the sun will shine and Tony Salter’s very last Beaulieu 
will be a day to remember. We need to offer Tony a vote of thanks 
for all his hard work over the years.  As a final plea, Tony would still 
like some more volunteers to help on the day, as without that the 
day just can’t run. Give Tony a ring on 02380 560073 and offer to 
lend a hand. All he needs is for you to give up a few hours of the day 
and you’ll get his thanks, a free entry ticket together with a meal 
ticket. Don’t forget, if you wish to display your car as part of your 
register’s display, do contact your registrar and offer your car now. 
Regional stands are also welcome, at no extra cost, just book a place 
for your region on the Website, not forgetting to buy your advanced 
tickets at the same time. Finally, places for the Concourse can be 
booked via the MCR website or you can give Ken Hunter a call on 
01344 772446 and for just £5 on top of your entry ticket you can 
have your car judged by John White and his team of experts. See you 
all there on 12th June.

As mentioned last month, we are delighted to again accept Carole 
Nash’s kind offer of sponsorship for the club and Beaulieu. We are 

fortunate that they do take a keen interest in the club and are grateful 
for their continued sponsorship of the MCR. If you need to insure 
your Mini, do make a point of giving them a call and see just what 
they can do for you as an MCR member. They will, of course, be at 
Beaulieu and will be delighted to give you quotes for Mini insurance.  

Carole Nash has also improved their services to the club and now 
has two designated contacts who are Christina and Devon who 
can be contacted on 0800 0836302. They are both very helpful and 
knowledgeable and will be able to deal with most enquires over the 
phone. They have also updated their advert in the magazine and 
additionally have purchased two tickets for the Goodwood Revival 
meeting in September as a draw for those who sign up with them 
between now and September. Do try and support our sponsors.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

With just six weeks to go to our 
National Day at Beaulieu, I’ve no 

doubt many of you will be busy getting 
your cars ready for what may be the 
first outing of the year so let’s hope that 
the weather, is once again, kind to us. 
For those who haven’t been to Beaulieu 
before, it is in a superb location in the 
heart of the New Forest with the added 
attraction of free entry to the National 
Motor Museum during the day.  If you 
haven’t bought your advanced tickets 
yet, I’d strongly advise you to do so, 

as the saving is considerable – especially if you don’t turn up in a 
Mini. This year, as last year, all the advanced tickets will be ‘e-tickets’ 
meaning you will have to apply for these on-line via the MCR’s website 
and download a paper ticket which, when printed off, will be scanned 
at the gate. This saves both time and money, so I hope you take 
advantage of this system, rather than paying at the gate. Just to remind 
you that each person attending the show needs a ticket and prices, 
have again, been held for yet another year.

Beaulieu promises to be as good as ever and this year we have three 
themed displays. The first of which will be a small display celebrating 
50 years of the rare Broadspeed Mini Conversions – quite one of the 
nicest variants of the Mini in my view. We will also be having a fine 
display of commercial Minis – often forgotten but they did, in their 
day, form a very useful tool to those needing a small work horse. 
These include, of course, the Minivan, in its many variants and also 
the Mini Pick-Up, both of which are now receiving the credit they 
deserve. Finally, the MINI has been in production for fifteen years, 
so we will be having a display in the main arena of notable models. 
There will also be the usual register displays plus the Ex-Works display 
along with numerous honorary members available to chat to members 
during the show. The day will again see motoring historian Graham 
Robson being our commentator.

Trade stands for Beaulieu are selling well, thanks to Keith Redwood, 
and this is always a big added bonus for those attending on the day 
– if you need that special part, there is a good chance it will turn up 
at Beaulieu. We are also continuing with the popular ‘Trunk Traders’ 
pitches which are specifically designed for club members wanting to 
shift unwanted parts - and not for general traders, but please, no vans 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during March

NEW MEMBERS

Neil Kavanagh, Dublin, Republic of Ireland

Richard & Susan Heal, Bristol

Keith Winter, Nr Polegate, East Sussex

Alex Mckie, Okehampton, Devon

Jane McTigue, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire

David Stuart, Bathgate, West Lothian

Steven Woodgate, Maidstone, Kent

Hugh Poulton, Dover, Kent

Rolf Jackman, Troisdorf, Germany

Gary Judd, Chelmsford, Essex

Julian Kay & Christie Downing-kay, Farnham Surrey

Richard Homewood, Tonbridge, Kent

John Valentine, Bagshot, Surrey

Gareth Howe, Buxton, Derbyshire

Greg Dobson, Tunbridge Wells, Kent

Graham Hagan & Jennie Stewart, Stafford, Staffordshire

David Laxton, Basingstoke, Hampshire

Terry Aspell, Swindon, Wiltshire

Sean Chrysanthou & Jude Crowley, Carlton, Suffolk

Paul & Jan Gerring, Nr Crewkerne, Somerset

Anthony Devine, Bansha,Tipperary, Republic of Ireland

Philip Cowan, Wirral, Merseyside

Paul & Heather Dobrowski, Oldham, Lancashire

Adam Craker, Johannesburg, Gauteng, South Africa



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2016

May

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day  
Date: 30th April - 1st May 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park for MK1 Mini’s 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: Donington Historic Festival   
Date: 30th April - 2nd May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 30th April - 2nd May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: British Mini Day   
Date: 8th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Malvern Mini Show   
Date: 15th May 
Location: Birtsmorton, Malvern, Worcestershire 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2016  
Date: 12-16th May 
Location: Lommel Belgium 
Contact: http://www.imm2016.be/   
Club presence: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: Stirling & District Classic Car Show  
Date: 15th May 
Location: Bridge of Allan 
Contact: Scottish Region  
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk  

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Mini Run 2016 
Date: 22nd May 2016 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: The Really Retro and Classic Car Show  
Date: Sunday 22nd May 
Location: Seighford Drving Centre, Clanford Road, 
Seighford, Stafford 
Contact: midlandscarshows@gmail.com

Event: La Vie en Bleu incur La Vita Rosso  
Date: 28th & 29th May 
Location: Prescott Hill Climb, nr Cheltenham  
Wanted: Innocenti Mini Coopers for display - see ad in 
mag, Warwickshire Region contact 
Contact: Cliff Porter, cliffporter@me.com 

Event: Motorsport at the Palace   
Date: 29th & 30th May 2016 
Location: Crystal Palace Park, London 
Contact: http://www.motorsportatthepalace.co.uk

Event: Deal Classic Car Show   
Date: 29th May 
Location: Walmer Green, Deal Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Black Country Classic Car Show - Ragley Hall 
Date: 29th May 
Location: Ragley Hall 
Contact: http://blackcountryclassiccarclub.co.uk/ MCR 
Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

June

Event: The National Metro And Mini Show  
Date: 5th June 
Location: Gaydon, Heritage Trust Musuem 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Thirlestane Classic Motoring Extravaganva 
Date: 5th June 
Location: Thirlestane Castle, Lauder 
Contact: www.bvac.org.uk/thirlestane MCR Scotland 
johnheatlie012@btinternet.com 

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: 12th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINIs. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 18th-19th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: British Motor Heritage Factory Visit –  
Mini Production   
Date: 22nd June 
Location: Heritage, Witney, 10.30am 
Contact: Justin Ridyard events@minicooper.org

from the Silverstone Classic website at http://www.silverstoneclassic.
com/. The last day for booking tickets is 31st May. Please email John 
for a space on the club stand and for a discount code for tickets go to 
SC_15@icloud.com or have a look at the Silverstone advert elsewhere 
in the magazine

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

I am looking forward to the IMM in 
Lommel Belgium and the LSMOC 

London to Brighton run the week after 
on the 22nd May. Fingers crossed for 
good weather for both. We will have a 
club stand at Brighton on the day so come 
along and say hi!

The Brands Hatch Mini Festival this year 
is being held on the weekend of Saturday 
16th and Sunday 17th July 2016. We will 
have a club stand there too hosted by 
the Kent gang. Tickets are available from 
http://brandshatch.mini-festival.co.uk/. The 
discount code is MCR on the website.

I am still looking for a willing volunteer to run a stand at Oulton Park on 
Saturday 20th August. Please make contact if you can help. Tickets for 
this event are available from http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/.

Final reminder for La Vie en Bleu incur La Vita Rosso on 28th and 29th 
May at Prescott Hill Climb, nr Cheltenham. Cliff Porter is laying on a 
club stand and is looking for Innocenti Mini Coopers for the display. 
Please contact Cliff Porter at cliffporter@me.com for further details.

John Price is representing the club again this year at the superb 
Silverstone Classic event on the 29th and 31st July. Tickets are available 
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Event: MCR Scotland Breakfast Run   
Date: 26th June 
Location: Powmill Milk Bar (Near Dollar) to Murryshall 
Hotel, Scone, Perth 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

July

Event: Champagne Run (Touring assembly)  
Date: 2nd-3rd July 
Location: Champagne Region, France 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com

Event: Wheels of Yesteryear   
Date: 3rd July 
Location: Newton Grange Mining Museum 
Contact: www.wheelsofyesteryear.org.uk 

Event: Festival of Speed    
Date: 8th-9th-10th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Glamis Castle Classic Car Show  
Date: 9th-10th July 
Location: Glamis Castle, Angus 
Contact: Scottish Region. Ben & Patricia Webb   
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Miniworld Live    
Date: 10th July 
Location: Rockingham 
Contact: http://www.miniworldlive.co.uk/mini-world-live-0

Event: Brands Hatch Mini Festival   
Date: Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th July 2016 
Location: Brands Hatch, Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard - 
h13jkr@hotmail.com Tickets from  
http://brandshatch.mini-festival.co.uk/ 

Event: Lavender Run    
Date: 24th July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic   
Date: 29th, 30th and 31th July (Club presence likely to be 
one day) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - SC_15@icloud.com 

Event: 70 Years of Cooper    
Date: 30th July 2016 
Location: Prescott Hill Climb, nr Cheltenham 
Contact: Possible Mini Cooper Class - DEWS series. 
Warwickshire Region contact Cliff Porter  
cliffporter@me.com 

Event: Nordic Mini meeting   
Date: 28th to 31st July 
Location: Røssholmstrana Nr Hønefoss. Norway 
Contact: Bjørn Grande via email bjorn.grande@outlook.
com or phone : 0047 40474170

Event: Region Summer get together and picnic.  
Bearsted Green Classic Car Show   
Date: 31st July 
Location: Bearsted Green, Bearsted 
Contact: Kent Region – Justin & Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

August

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill   
Date: 5th-7th August 
Location: Marley Eternit Social Club, Whaddon Road, 
Meldreth 
Contact: Trevor knowles.madhouse@virgin.net

Event: Croft Nostalgia    
Date: 6th – 7th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car and military 
vehicle show. 
Contact: http://www.croftmilitary.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park    
Date: 14th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Biggar Rally    
Date: 14th August 
Location: Biggar. Rally, static car show, concours and 
autojumble.  Camping also available.   
Date: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally 
Contact: Scottish Region ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Oulton Park Mini Festival   
Date: Saturday 20th August 2016 
Location: Oulton Park Raceway 
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Ham Sandwich Run (Touring assembly) 
Date: 21st August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region. Justin & Annmarie Ridyard -   
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Coopers at Combe Track Day  
Date: TBC August 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Graham Robinson -  
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

September

Event: Tetbury Classic Car Show    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Tetbury, Gloucester 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Mini Fest 2016    
Date: 4th September 
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse 
Contact: http://www.britishminiclub.co.uk/about-the-
club/mini-fest

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting   
Date: 9th – 11th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: 11th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire. Static car 
show, concours and autojumble. Website: http://www.
miniownersclub.co.uk/stanford2007.htm 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: 17th-18th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day   
Date: 17th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: Stoke Prior Steam Rally    
Date: 19th September 
Location: Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire 
Contact: http://www.shakespearesrally.com/ MCR 
Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Rally Car Day    
Date: 24th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Brian Davage - bridavage@gmail.com

October

Event: Minis to Monte 2016  
(Event full but reserve list open)  
Date: 1st - 8th October 
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -    
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Malvern Classic Car, Historic Commercial and Mini Show 
Date: 9th October 
Location: Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcs 
Contact: MCR Worcestershire Region, Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: British Mini Fair 2    
Date: 16th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally   
Date: 22nd October 
Location: TBC 
Contact: Niall Cook – Newcastle & Durham Region 
naillcook@tiscalli.co.uk

November

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show  
Date: 11th - 13th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: Justin Ridyard -    
events@minicooper.org

SPECIALDISCOUNTSAVAILABLE FOR MINI OWNERS AND CLUBSSee website for details

0843 453 9000 MINI-FESTIVAL.CO.UK
ONLINE* TICKETS FROM £19 KIDS UNDER 13 FREE

ALL MINI RACE LINE-UP

TWO-DAY WEEKEND EVENT

STUNT SHOWS

HUGE MINI CLUB STANDS

MINI PARADES AND  
DEMONSTRATIONS

FUNZONE PLUS MORE  
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 

TRADE VILLAGE

LIVE MUSIC

*Advance tickets available until midday Wednesday 13 July. Postage fee applies. Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.
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National Mini Cooper Day, Beaulieu 
Sunday 12th June 2016

The focus of the Beaulieu show this year will be on three principle themes. The first being modern MINI R50 models, namely the 
Cooper & Cooper S as well as MINI One since they will jointly be celebrating 15 years since initial production this summer. We 
will have a selection these models on a special display area.  

Then for the second theme there will be a display of commercial Mini variants namely, Mini vans and pickups both standard and 
modified or requiring restoration.  These often unappreciated and hard worked vehicles are now more sought after then ever 
and frequently require major restoration work in order to return them to their former glory.

Also making an appearance in the arena will be a small group of very rare Broadspeed Mini conversions.  These are probably the 
most attractive of the many Mini based conversions and this year they celebrate their 50th anniversary too.

As in previous years Beaulieu gives visitors a unique opportunity to see, in one place on one day, many of the Ex-Works and 
Special Tuning race and rally Minis. These cars usually attract the Mini celebrities who either raced or rallied in them or the 
mechanics and engineers that actually built them. They are happy to talk about their memories and recollections of the time 
they spent working in the Competitions Department ably prompted by the commentator for the show noted car author and 
historian Graham Robson. 

The concours, probably the best one for Minis in the country, will be positioned, as usual, in the arena and promises to feature 
some of the best cars from the show circuit.  John White and his team of Judges will be searching for new winners of the nine 
class awards and the two major trophies.  Entry can be made in advance or on the day.  Please go to www.minicooper.org and 
follow the Beaulieu link. From there the concours form can be downloaded. 

We are looking for more trade stands and in particular autojumble ones.  Following on from the last couple of years there will 
again be the popular Trunk trader’s autojumble area for private individuals to sell surplus to requirements parts. A pitch here 
will be for the small cost £10 in advance or £15 on the day and there will be no vans allowed and no tables either. This is to allow 
those people who are simply clearing out a collection of parts to be contained in one area (which will be sign posted). This is for 
non trader sellers only and will be policed as such. We hope, as in previous years, that this will give more prominence to those 
who have an excess of parts to get rid of and give potential buyers more choice.

Prices have been held again at the last two years’ levels and advance tickets can be bought via the link on the website  
www.minicooper.org then follow the Beaulieu link.

All this and the usual fields of Minis old and new, many and varied means Beaulieu is the place to be on the12th June this year. 

Please note that any non Mini cars (not booked into the autojumble) coming into the show will be directed to a car park away 
from the show area.

Club and regional stands are welcome too so please book your advance tickets via the ticket line and visit the website to 
download a copy of the clubs and regions form.

We will also need help with marshalling duties so, please see the separate advert for details.

Please note that your entry ticket to the show also includes admission to the National Motor Museum and other Beaulieu attractions!

We hope to see you there! 

Tony Salter  

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.
Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers

Our National Show at Beaulieu 
is but a few months away                                                    

and volunteers are required to 
help with the parking duties. 

In return for two to three hours work you 
will receive free entry to the show and all 

the Beaulieu attractions.  We will also supply 
a meal and drink ticket and should the 

weather be very warm (let’s hope so!) plenty 
to drink of the non alcoholic variety.

If you are interested in
helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073
alternatively email me on
beaulieu@minicooper.org

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble.   We will have an 
area reserved for private autojumbling from 
a non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket.   

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter (02380 560073).

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 

website www.minicooper.org and send to 
Ken Hunter (details on form).

If you do not have access to a computer
call Ken on 01344 772446 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket. 

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

Queenstown

Classic car trim specialist 
offerering retrimming 
service encompassing 
all aspects of classic and 
modern re-upholstery.

• Complete retrims

• Hood repairs

• Headlinings

• Seat repairs

• Carpets etc.

Coach & Trim

All work is carried out to 
the highest quality and 
at  very competitive rates

10% 
DISCOUNT 
TO CLUB 
MEMBERS

PLEASE CALL:

0207 622 4734 or
0207 720 8600
EMAIL: jdjosephs@hotmail.com

92 QUEENSTOWN ROAD 
LONDON SW8 3RY
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74th Members’ Meeting Goodwood
By Robert Clayson
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This year’s meeting took place over the 
weekend of March 19th and 20th and 

was the third year since the meeting was 
revived in 2014. Given the time of year, the 
event luckily escaped from any rain, albeit 
it was mainly overcast the whole weekend 
though the sun did make an appearance on 
Saturday afternoon.

The Meeting is much quieter than the Revival 
in September with the admissions capped at 
round the 20,000 mark. With free access to 
almost anywhere it is a pleasure to be at the 
event. The biggest thing one notices is the 
lack of anything overtly corporate and that 
extends to the event programme which is 
entirely free of advertising.

With the Members’ Meeting the races 
and displays are not so closely tied in 
with when the circuit was open in the 
1950s and 60s as is the case with the 
Revival. Apart from the races there were 
three high-speed demonstrations; one 
for the ground effect Formula One cars 
although the technology of ground effect 
was revolutionary at the time, the cars 
still looked graceful with smooth lines - a 
pleasing contrast to today cars. Then 
the Group 5 endurance racers featured 
Porsche 917s, Lola T70s and Ferrari 512s. 
The final demonstration was that of the 
Super Touring cars, Cavaliers, Nissans, 
Alfas, Hondas and many more.

It was unfortunate that Sunday’s activities 
were interrupted by three serious accidents 
which naturally impacted on the already full 
timetable. Fortunately, at the time of writing, 
those involved were recovering well.

Saturday Practice Andy Barwick

Saturday Race Start

Saturday Race Andy Barwick
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Whilst last year one of the racing highlights 
was the Gerry Marshall Trophy race for 
Group One saloons, it seemed the favourite 
races this year were the Alan Mann Trophy 
Race, the all Ford GT40 race running into 
the dark on Saturday evening, and the SF 
Edge Trophy for Edwardian cars. Some of 
these cars were over 100 years old but 
had spectacular amounts of power, often 
using airplane engines with rudimentary 
suspension, indifferent brakes and running 
on skinny tyres!

What about Minis I hear you say.

Again this year was the Gerry Marshall Trophy 
for touring cars featuring an even larger 
number of Ford Capri’s than last year, Rover 
SD1’s, American muscle in the shape of 
Camaro’s, Dolomite Sprints, single examples 
of Alfetta and Mazda RX7 and not forgetting 
two 1275GT Minis.

The format of the race was similar to that 
in previous years, practice followed by a 
15 minute ‘qualification’ race on Saturday 
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Saturday Race – Nick Swift chasing that Rover

Saturday Race – Swift

Saturday Race – Nick Swift nips inside the Capri

Saturday Practice  Nick Swift



afternoon for the owners which created 
the grid for the Sunday race. Then on 
Sunday a 30 minute race for owners and 
professional racers naturally involving pit 
stops. The entry list was quite a list of 
Who’s who from the past and present of 
touring car racing.

The two 1275GTs were Nick Swift’s ex 
Longman replica race car which is now 
owned by Adrian Barwick who was 
partnered by Paul O’Neill, whilst Nick was 
in the John Mowatt car sharing with BTCC 
champion Andrew Jordan.

After qualifying Nick Swift was 14th on the 
grid alongside Emanuelle Pirro in a BMW 
with Adrian Barwick 27th on the 11th row. 
After an entertaining race with lots of close 
racing Nick came 10th and Adrian 21st.  
Chris Ward in his Patrick Motorsport SD1 
won the race.

EVENTS
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Sunday Race – Andy Barwick closely followed by a Dolomite and RS2000

In the Paddock
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The race on Sunday was eagerly awaited 
with the grid being determined by the 
results of the previous day’s race. Nick Swift 
made his usual lighting start and found his 
way past several cars. Lap 6 saw a major 
crash which brought out the safety car. 
The Rover of Tiff Needell suffered engine 
problems and left a short trail of oil on the 
track before he sidelined the car. Several 
cars had lurid spins and off track excursions 
including a Capri which came off right in 
front of me and hit the barrier. I missed 
taking any pictures as I was looking the 
other way!  Lap 6 also saw the demise of 
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Sunday Race – Heading the Camaro

In the Paddock

Sunday Race – Andy Barwick on three 
wheels and after the Rover



EVENTS
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Nick Swift’s race when he had to retire 
because of transmission problems. The race 
was won by the Camaro of Grahame and 
Oliver Bryant with the pairing of Adrian 
Barwick and Paul O’Neil in 18th place.

The second race to feature Minis was the Sir 
John Whitmore Cup described as for under 
2 litre saloon cars of a type which raced 
between 1960 and 1966. The entry contained 
10 Minis as well as Alfa’s, Cortina’s, and 
BMW’s. Practice for this race took place on 
Saturday.  Amongst the entries was, of course, 
Nick Swift along with other familiar names 
were Jason Stanley, Nick Padmore, Rob Huff 
and Gavin Henderson. Another less familiar 
name was Charlie Settrington who is Lord 
March’s son. The practice saw Nick Swift 6th 
on the grid with Jason Stanley 8th and Rob 
Huff in 9th position.

Nick Padmore

Charlie Settrington

Nick Swift

Max Girado
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A classic combination

• CV JOINTS • GAUGES • ENGINE • IGNITION • CYLINDER HEAD MOUNTINGS • ARCHES • SEALS • ELECTRICS • GEARBOX •

• PANELS • CLUTCH • BEARINGS • BRAKES • FUEL PUMPS SUSPENSION • WHEELS/TYRES • CARPETS • HUBS BEARINGS •
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Min-its is now part of Leacy 
Classics which means that  
our good service will now 

become great service backed 
up by the strength and 

diversity of the Leacy brand. 

For more details visit 
www. leacyclassics.com

Leacy MG Limited
Aston Lane, Perry Barr, 

Birmingham, 
B20 3BW.

T: 0121-356-3003
F: 0121-356-8686

E: info@min-its.com
W: www.leacyclassics.com

Leacey_Ad_186x63mm(12.15).indd   1 07/12/2015   17:46Mini Cooper Register | 19

This was one of the races that had to be 
shortened because of earlier incidents, from 
its original 20 minutes down to 10 and took 
place with the light starting to fade. With 
this being a sprint race it resulted in lots 
of hard fought battles all through the field. 
The eventual winner was journalist Richard 
Meaden in his Cortina with Nick Swift 5th, 
Nick Padmore 7th, Jason Stanley 8th and 
Rob Huff 9th. Charlie Settrington finished a 
creditable 20th.

Another great Members’ Meeting and roll 
on the 75th. Could it be a bit warmer? 
Let’s hope so!

Robert Clayson

Photos by Robert Clayson
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In memory of and tribute to HARRY RATCLIFFE
1935-2016

As some of you may be aware the 1960s Mini racer and tuning 
pioneer of the North, Harry Ratcliffe, passed away on 21st 

February 2016 aged 80. 
 
Harry was born in the town of Littleborough by the foothills of 
the South Pennines in 1935 and, being a bright young man, went 
to Manchester Grammar School, then on to further education 
at Rochdale Technical College where he studied mechanical 
engineering and mathematics. An apprenticeship followed at the 
famous Avro works in Chadderton where, just over a decade 
earlier, the Lancaster bomber had been built and where production 
of the Vulcan bomber was about to commence at the time of 
Harry’s arrival. Whilst there he and new pal, Jeff Goodliff, built 
their very own two seater sports car, which they named The Fire 
Flash and a friendship was forged that was to achieve many future 
successes in rather smaller cars.

In 1957, despite much protestation from his father, Harry decided 
to go motor racing in a recently purchased MG TD, and with help 
from Jeff, prepared the car to enter it in his first race at Oulton 
Park. It was actually the last race of the season but it would prove 
to be the first of many for Harry as the racing bug had definitely 
bitten! By 1958 Harry had bought a two year old Morris 1000 from 
his father who ran a small local Morris dealership in Littleborough 
which, with help from pals Jim Barham and John Taylor, he then 
raced all over the UK in fairly standard form until he reworked the 
cylinder head due to a delay in receiving a cross flow head from 
Speedwell. A mixed blessing in reality as Harry’s five port head 
proved to be just as effective and spurred him on to do more of his 

own tuning. By 1961 the Minor had reduced in weight significantly 
with the addition of fibreglass panels all round, which in part, 
helped him win many races in it as well as frustrating many a 3.8 
Jag racer. Harry even tried to improve the Minor still further by 
converting the engine to fuel injection. However, the body shape of 
the Minor prevented the car from going any quicker!

With the racing success Harry enjoyed being partly achieved 
through him making his own head modifications, the three friends 
decided that the way forward was to join forces and develop their 
own heads and so ‘Barham Ratcliffe and Taylor’ was born or BRT 
for short. Initially, their new enterprise was located in Harry’s 
father’s garage however, due to complaints about noise in what was 
a residential area, the tuning and servicing business was relocated 
in 1962 to their own premises in Littleborough. Here a rolling road 
was soon installed together with a good sized machine shop and 
assorted equipment. As the garage became ever more popular, 
BMC Works driver and navigator Derek Astle, had the idea of 
forming a racing team from the regulars. Apart from Derek and 
Harry ‘Team Red Rose’ also included; BMC Works competitor the 
Reverend Rupert Jones, future sports car racer and F5000 legend 
Brian Redman, designer of the ‘Terrapin’ Alan Staniforth, pal Jeff 
Goodliff, Neville Hodkin and manager Brian Gillibrand. Most, if not 
all, were racing Minis at the time whilst Harry piloted his MG1100 
in BSCC races, hillclimbs and sprints.

In the summer of 1963 local firmVitafoam stepped in with an offer of 
sponsorship (and a new Cooper S) for Rupert Jones and fellow church 
member Geoffrey Dyson to go racing under the banner of ‘Vita-D’. 
Harry would prepare the cars at BRT whilst racing his own 1071 
Cooper S newly acquired from his father’s dealership. 

Pictured with Jeff Goodliff in 1956 Harry’s self built sports car 
– the Fire Flash

Harry had much success with his racing Morris Minor

Harry’s own first racing Mini at Silverstone in 1964

Martini Trophy Silverstone 1964



Mini Cooper Register | 21

In 1964 Jeff Goodliff joined the Vita D team of drivers, managed by Brian 
Gillibrand and Harry began work on the Cooper Buick, Rupert’s 1071 
Cooper S which he modified extensively to fit a 3.5 litre Buick engine 
in the back. Harry competed in the British Saloon Car Championship 
alongside club events in the Buick engined Cooper S which proved to be 
a real handful to control but made for a great publicity exercise. Other 
star drivers were also signed to race Vita D Minis on occasions such as, 
Barrie Williams, Tony Fall and Paddy Hopkirk. Harry himself continued 

Harry leads Lanfranchi at Snetterton in 1966

A win on the Aosta Pila hillclimb for Harry in 1965

Puffing on his pipe at Oulton Park 1965

The Buick Cooper at Mallory Park 1964

Vita-D in colour, 1965!Vita-D in colour, 1965!

Harry in action again at Mallory in 1964

Harry on the 1964 Targa Florio!
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to race in the British Saloon Car Championship alongside club events as 
well as making an appearance on the Targa Florio in 1968. He also won 
the Northern Saloon Car Championship. On the other hand Jeff Goodliff 
won the BARC Hillclimb Championship whereas John Handley and Alec 
Poole won the European Touring Car Challenge for British Vita Racing.  

At the end of the 1969 season Harry retired from racing and concentrated 
on his work as sales director at BVRT, now tuning mainly Ford powered 
machinery. He then went on to pursue other projects such as building his 
own yacht with Jeff – from concrete! Sailing was Harry’s other passion and 
when he retired from work in 1985 he and his wife Brenda also enjoyed 
exploring the inland waterways of the country on a canal boat.

I first bumped into Harry in the early 90s whilst on a visit to GRV’s rolling 
road in Littleborough and discovered that, despite being in retirement, 

Harry was as keen as ever to muck in or spend time in a room at the 
back of the premises tinkering with his cars. He kindly attended several 
MCR meetings in Cheshire and, being a great raconteur, gave a very 
amusing pub talk all about his racing days. He was also guest of honour 
at my MCR Speed Championship prize giving and came along to one of 
the MCR days at Curborough where he was reunited with John Rhodes, 
Jim Whitehouse and Barrie Williams for the first time in a long time! 
Harry also agreed to help me with putting together a couple of magazine 
articles and all this after having been diagnosed with dementia in 1992. 

Harry also enjoyed driving his beloved Lotus Elan on European 
tours with Brenda, and went on the Tour de France Auto to support 
Norman Grimshaw in his Works Mini along with Jeff Goodliff.  He then 
began the rebuild of an MGC GT. I do remember him asking me which 
cam to put in it, to which my reply was’ “You cannot be serious!”

As the years rolled on Harry’s dementia symptoms were making life more 
difficult for him with communication proving ever more of a challenge. 
Talking about motor racing however was something he always liked to do 
and memories soon came flooding back to him with enthusiasm.

Silverstone 1966

Harry’s championship winning club racer in action, 1969

Harry pictured at home in Littleborough in 1994

Dave West receives his trophy from Harry for winning the 1995 
MCR Speed Championship

Harry in the Weslake 8 port at Croft in 1968

BRT in Littleborough in 1968. L-R Norman Grimshaw, 
‘Nobby’ Clark, John Clegg and Brian Gillibrand
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I have collected just a few of the many tributes here that 
were added to the ‘Sporting Minis’ Facebook page in 
memory of Harry’s great achievements :

David Alderson : “A Northwest motorsport hero, BRT 
did the cylinder head work on my first tuned engine, an 
autocross A40. I recall the ‘Profumo Road’ sign on the dyno. 
Never to be forgotten”

Ken Walker: “I took my Mini 7 to him in 1969. Harry knew 
how to prepare a quick car and drive it quick; I followed him 
round in many races when I first started racing RIP Harry”

Jonathan Lewis: “Loved Harry. On his last day at GRV I took 
my Mini 7 in and he pointed out a small hole in the roof of 
the garage and said to me “you see that hole young man? I 
did that with a Mini many years ago, she blew up big time. I 
retire tonight and you’re one of my last rolling road jobs let’s 
see if we can match it “ Can you imagine how an 18 year old 
felt with all his life savings in his engine! A true Legend”

Don Barrow: “Harry R.I.P. a true legend”

Peter Lague: “Very proud to say I raced against Harry, a 
great man, competitor and engineer. Great times racing in 
the sixties that I will never forget.”

Malcolm Smith: “Very sad news. Have happy memories of 
Harry in the sixties taking my Mini over to his rolling road and 
learning a lot from a guy who was only too happy to spend 
time with a young and very enthusiastic race driver. RIP Harry.

Mike Astle: “He used to tune my dad’s, Derek Astle’s 
Healey in the early 60s. I have a vague memory of seeing 
cars flat out on his rolling road. RIP Harry”

Ian Grindrod:  “I remember one night when the Mini Miglia 
road rally held scrutineering at Harry’s place. The event was 
for group one cars but some produced more bhp than maybe 
they should. Harry was in charge of the rolling road that 
determined the output of the cars. One young driver had an 
RS2000 that showed too high a power. Harry puffed on his 
pipe and just said “Don’t worry lad. I’ll just turn down the dial 
on the dyno till it shows the proper figure and print that out”. 
Harry was such a clever man, such a motorsport enthusiast 
but, more importantly, such a sound bloke. RIP old friend.”

Steve Neal: “Harry was one of the most genuine people 
you could ever wish to meet. I first saw Harry when I took 
my girlfriend (now wife) to Mallory Park on our first date 
in1959. Harry was racing his Morris Minor and that gave me 
the inspiration to enter on a path that was to dominate my 
life for the next 54 years. We became fierce rivals on the 
track and firm friends off it, I learnt a lot from Harry and have 
never forgotten him. He will live for ever in my memory.”

Tim Ashton:  “An amazing chap...Nothing daunted him and 
a wizard on the rollers. It was the ash falling out of his pipe 
that made me laugh....oh and the story of him bollocking 
the irate house owner complaining about his hedge just 
after Harry had planted his V8 Mini in the front garden on 
its first road test! A legend.”

Simon Goodliffe: “Growing up I felt like I had two fathers - Harry and my actual 
father Jeff Goodliff. I spent all my school holidays in the garage with dad and Harry, 
watching both of them wield their magic on the rolling road. I would then jump 
in the passenger seat and go for the ‘test drive’ up Blackstone Edge or through 
Milnrow. I have so many fond memories it is difficult to describe. It was also Harry 
that used to take me to Oulton Park, a race track that in later life would become 
a very special place for me. My lasting memory of the last time he took me there 
was watching Gerry Marshall in a Capri, huge opposite lock around Lodge corner. 
Then came the boat that Harry and my father spent 4 years building and the many 
weekends and holidays spent sailing it in Scotland. These few words don’t begin 
to explain all my happy memories and I owe so much to Harry for shaping my 
experiences in early life and helping me take the path I have as an engineer. I never 
got a chance to explain this to Harry but I started a new racing project last year 
recreating his 1959 Morris Minor, PDK495 to race in historic saloons and celebrate 
his accomplishments in that car.  Hopefully, I can repeat some of his magic that 
made that car so famous.”

Brian Redman: “I met Harry Ratcliffe at Rufforth in 1959. It was my first race, 
driving my Morris 1000 Traveller which I normally used for delivering mop-heads 
around the north of England. As I approached a fast left-hander, half way through 
the race and thinking nobody could be going faster, a Morris 1000 shot past on 
the inside, just as a Riley 1.5, driven by Rodney Bloor I think, came past on the 
outside. I went to look at Harry’s amazing “light-weight” Minor and started 
chatting with him.

One of the sagest pieces of advice I ever received came from Harry was on the 
way back from a hillclimb at Oliver’s Mount, Scarborough. We’d stopped at a pub 
for a pint and a pie. Wearing his flat-cap, a pint in one hand and a pipe in the other, 
Harry said: “Brian mate, there’s one thing about it......the poor young racing driver 
of today - will be the poor old racing driver of tomorrow”! I will always remember 
Harry, Brenda, Jeff Goodliff and Brian Gilliband with the fondest of memories of all 
the good times we had together in those far off early racing days”

Rauno Aaltonen : “When I met Harry Ratcliffe not so many years ago in a large 
crowd and he said his name, those flashes of memory, over fifty years ago, came 
immediately back. I think I first raced against him with a Mini at Silverstone in the 
sixties at the British Grand Prix. I do not remember if our cars touched lightly or 
not but Harry’s personality is still strong in my memory.

Harry had this nearly divine radiation around him. No strong or great words 
and long sentences were necessary for Harry. The aura around him made the 
communication simple and I simply believed in what he said. I think that this is 
just as important if not more so than his ability as a racing driver and a brilliant 
engineer. In today’s world these kinds of personalities are too sparse. With more 
men like Harry Ratcliffe the world would be more advanced and happier”.

Pete Flanagan

 With old friends Barrie Williams and John Rhodes 
at the Curborough MCR day
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FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

This month’s Cats and 
Cars competition winner 
is Ministwo with his 
photo ‘Top Cat’
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More thoughts on starting engines 

I enjoyed Richard Pengelly’s well written Technical Topics article 
in the February magazine and read it again before heading off to 
the garage to start my Cooper again after 6 months rest.  I did 
all Richard suggested, with one additional check; whilst the plugs 
were out I popped one back into a lead, touched it to earth and 
turned the engine over and was reassured to see a healthy spark.  
Following the process through, all went well but the engine just 
wouldn’t fire and, despite spending the winter on a trickle charger, 
my nearly new battery quickly went flat.  I’ve had problems 
before with unleaded fuel so next turned my attention to the 
carbs. I syringed the discoloured fuel out of the float chambers 
and replaced it with fresh and – kaboom! the engine fired.  Now I 
suppose I’d better add the fitting of a fuel filter to the list of things 
to do on my car this year!

John McIntosh

LETTERS
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TECHNICAL TOPICS − 
By Richard Pengelly

T his article is aimed at those that own carburettor fed engined cars 
that are pre MPI and SPI fuel injected models, of the mid 1990s. For 

these cars, the exhaust emissions they produced were of no concern 
to the car designers/manufactures. If the engine was a little rich or 
weak (producing more or less power) it was an interesting fact of life 
- no more, no less. However, when legislation was introduced to limit 
exhaust emissions, the days of carburettor fed engines were numbered.

A carburettor engine can be set up to run at the ideal air fuel ratio, 
called stoichiometric or Lambda 1.0, where the ratio of air to fuel 
is 14.7:1 (see figure 1). For the ‘S’ range of cars the needle set up 
was more for performance than economy to give an air fuel mixture 
ratio (AFR) somewhere between 14.7:1 and 12.6:1. For other Minis, 
the AFR needle chosen would be more for economy, somewhere 
between 14.7:1 and 15.4:1. However, attaining the correct mixture 
is dependent on maintaining the correct oxygen level, which in turn 
is dependent on air temperature and air pressure. Any variation 
in air temperature or pressure will change that oxygen level and, 
as a consequence, the air fuel ratio. At sea level, air consists of 
approximately 21% oxygen and 78% nitrogen

The internal combustion engine is essentially an ‘air engine’ in that air is 
the working fluid and the function of the fuel is to supply heat or power. 
There is seldom any difficulty supplying sufficient fuel but the engine’s 
power output is strictly limited by the charge of air that can be aspirated.

However, air is a gas that expands and contracts when heated or cooled 
and it also expands or contracts when pressure is released or applied 
(atmospheric pressure that is). For any given engine speed or load, 
the amount of air or volume of air that can be consumed is fixed and 
the properties of air are normally described in terms of unit volume. 
Engines, need the oxygen content of air to burn the fuel and the denser 
the air, the more oxygen it has. 

Under normal atmospheric conditions, high air temperature, which 
has reduced oxygen content, is accompanied by high atmospheric 
pressure that squeezes the air, which in turn increases the oxygen 
content - think of a summer’s day.  Similarly, when the air temperature 
drops (increasing oxygen) usually the atmospheric pressure tends to 
drop as well, as in winter.  These  two conditions tend to balance each 
other out. A hot muggy day, say just before a summer storm, is the one 
where the air temperature is high but the air pressure is low, reducing 
the amount of oxygen in the air. Just how air density changes with air 
pressure is illustrated in figure 2.

Air pressure at sea level is taken as the datum by engine designers. As 
you go further away from the sea, up the mountain, the atmospheric 
pressure decreases and so does the oxygen content per unit volume. 
Without sufficient oxygen the engine cannot burn the fuel, the engine 
runs rich and, as a consequence, the power drops off (see figure 3).

A load of hot air
To get over the problems of varying oxygen content in the air, modern 
ECU (Electronic Control Unit) fuel injected cars use a Lambda sensor 
in the exhaust. This unit senses the amount of oxygen to fuel ratio in 
the exhaust gasses. As soon as the sensor detects the oxygen level is 
not at Lambda 1.0, it sends a signal to the ECU to weaken or enrich 
the fuel mixture. Thus, the modern engine can run under the ideal 
stoichiometric air fuel ratio and, most importantly, maintain ideal 
exhaust emission level conditions. It cannot completely compensate for 
high altitudes above sea level but it can provide a better AFR solution 
than a carburettor engine car can. 

So, how does this affect my carburettor fed engine car you may ask? 
Well, most rolling road or engine test cells record the air temperature 
and barometric air pressure. There are engineering standards to 
ensure there is a correct comparison of engine power, notably that of 
the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) J1349 or J1995 in America 
and Deutsches Institut fur Normung (DIN) 70020 amongst others. 
These standards ensure that engines are tested in the same way, i.e. 
with alternator and all ancillaries connected and powers corrected for 
variations in air temperature and pressure. 

These are not the only standards around, but what it does mean is 
that, whatever atmospheric condition prevailed when your engine was 
tested, there is a sum that can be applied to the power to correct it 
back to a reference norm.

If an older carburettor fed Mini is set up on a rolling road or 
dynamometer then the setting will be correct for the day. If you re-
visit in say, six months’ time, then the setting could change slightly due 
to changes in air temperature, pressure etc. This will not affect the 
running or performance of road cars but could have an effect on track 
cars tuned for maximum performance. 

Richard Pengelly ©   
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Temperature in 

degrees centigrade          
Pressure (mbar)  -20 -10 0 10 20 30 40 50 

950  1089.3 1047.9 1009.5 973.8 940.6 909.6 880.5 853.2 
960  1100.8 1058.9 1020.1 984.1 950.5 919.1 889.8 862.2 
970  1112.2 1069.9 1030.8 994.3 960.4 928.7 899.0 871.2 
980  1123.7 1081.0 1041.4 1004.6 970.3 938.3 908.3 880.2 
990  1135.2 1092.0 1052.0 1014.8 980.2 947.8 917.6 889.2 

1000  1146.6 1103.0 1062.6 1025.1 990.1 957.4 926.8 898.1 
1010  1158.1 1114.1 1073.3 1035.3 1000.0 967.0 936.1 907.1 
1020  1169.6 1125.1 1083.9 1045.6 1009.9 976.6 945.4 916.1 
1030  1181.0 1136.1 1094.5 1055.8 1019.8 986.1 954.6 925.1 
1040  1192.5 1147.2 1105.1 1066.1 1029.7 995.7 963.9 934.1 
1050  1204.0 1158.2 1115.8 1076.3 1039.6 1005.3 973.2 943.0 

        
Relative air 
density %         
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm



TECHNICAL TOPICS − 
By Peter Buckles

K eith Dodd, as many of you will know, is the CEO of Mini Spares 
and he has kindly sent me a very interesting article written by 

the former MD of Moss Europe, Peter Buckles. I am grateful to both 
gentlemen for allowing me to include the article in CooperWorld.  
Paul Sulma – Editor

Borg & Beck is a name synonymous around the world with 
high quality clutches. Recently, an American website had the 
following text.  

“Over the past few years some companies are claiming to be selling 
Borg & Beck clutch kits and pieces.  These are not boxed Borg & 
Beck.  If the parts you are ordering are not in a Borg & Beck box 
they are not Borg & Beck, no matter what!  If you truly want Borg 
& Beck, the leader in the British clutch market, make sure it is in a 
Borg & Beck box”.

This statement contains 100% true statements.  It is true that a 
Borg & Beck box will contain a Borg & Beck clutch and that is by 
definition. (We are excluding the concept of counterfeiting of boxes 
in this analysis). Without any further information, that could be 
considered to be the end of the story, but read on if you want to 
know the whole story.

In the 1920’s three English gentlemen by the name of Edward 
Boughton, Willie Emmott and Denis Brock formed a company called 
Automotive Products (AP) with a view to importing and selling 
American made components to service the fleet of ex-military 
trucks left in Europe after WW1.  In 1928, they obtained a licence to 
manufacture and sell Lockheed hydraulic braking system components 
for the British Isles and Continental Europe and opened premises in 
Leamington Spa to manufacture them.  In 1931, the (English) Borg 
& Beck Company Limited was set up to manufacture clutches under 
American patents held by Borg & Beck in the USA. This allowed the 
company to sell British made Borg & Beck clutches in Great Britain.  
In 1931, the first block of the new purpose built factory was opened 
in Tachbrook Road, Leamington Spa.

The next 70 years were exciting times for AP. Many military vehicles 
in the war were fitted with AP designed components, plus AP 
engineered systems also had many applications in the motor sport 
arena including the clutch fitted to the legendary Jaguar XK120. 

Their success was such that in 1958, Borg & Beck 
manufactured the 10 millionth clutch system since production 
began and at this stage 85% of all the vehicles manufactured 
in the United Kingdom were fitted with Borg & Beck clutch 
systems. AP was the largest clutch and brake manufacturing 
organisation in the world.  

Times changed for both the brake company, Lockheed, and 
the clutch company, Borg & Beck, such that by the turn of the 
millennium, production volumes had declined considerably. 

AP was purchased by The Magul Group and in 2009 was acquired 
by AP Raicam.  Raicam Clutch Company is an Italian organisation 
which had been the Italian manufacturing arm for AP in the latter 
part of the 20th century.  Throughout all this time, the company 
had sold its products under the name Borg & Beck and was 
synonymous with the supply of high quality clutch components for 
a variety of vehicles from milk floats to performance sportscars to 
armoured vehicles. 

In 2011, a well-run British company called First Line acquired 
the rights from the American Borg Warner Company to use 

What’s in a name? - 
Borg & Beck

the rights to the name Borg & Beck. In 1928, Borg & Beck was 
merged with Warner Gear and other companies to form Borg 
Warner, run by George Borg, son of Charles Borg, the founder 
of Borg & Beck, with Marshall Beck in 1903. Since 2011, Borg 
& Beck clutches have been manufactured for First Line and 
distributed by them.  

However, if, for example, you own an Mini built up to the 
early 1990’s or an MGB, then you may be interested to 
know that the very same tooling manufacturing and assembly 
processes that were 100% fitment to all MGB’s (including 
MGB GT V8 and also MGC) and the vast majority of Minis, 
are still manufactured in the same plant and, in some cases, 
by the same people that made them when the Mini was first 
in production. This product cannot be sold as a Borg & Beck 
clutch because of the arrangement described above with First 
Line. However, it is still available from AP Raicam and Mini 
Spares is proud to be a distributor of these Raicam clutches, 
which are identical to the product that was fitted to Mini 
models which was (then) called Borg & Beck. This is also true 
for, TR2/3/3A/4, MGA, all Big Healeys, Midgets and many other 
British classic cars (including almost all original Land Rover 
models) as original equipment fit.  

This explanation should not be interpreted in any way as a 
criticism of a Borg & Beck clutch manufactured and distributed by 
First Line, but I believe that the American company that made the 
announcement that was quoted at the beginning of this article, has 
made entirely accurate comments, but what is equally true is that 
the OEM clutch fitted to the majority of British sportscars is still 
available in the market place, but is promoted and sold under the 
name of AP Raicam clutch. 

Peter Buckles   
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Original Borg & Beck new old stock boxed 
Mini clutch drive assembly
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classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.

FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves
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Last May’s CooperWorld featured the VHRR Phillip Island Classic, 
so I may as well give you an insight into this year’s running of the 

biggest historic race meeting held in Australia.

March heralds the start of the new F1 GP season but, more 
importantly; it also means that Phillip Island Classic takes place 
the weekend before the F1 circus starts off around Melbourne’s 
Albert Park road circuit. So, over March 11th to 13th Phillip Island, 
connected to (and part of) the state (county to you British people) 
of Victoria by a bridge spanning not much more than 200 metres of 
water, is the place to be for many motoring enthusiasts. 

Travelling from across the vast expanse that is Australia, ‘The 
Ditch’ from New Zealand, or even the equator as those from 
the UK, Europe and USA venture southward. Approximately 540 
bringing with them a racing car and equipment to go and have 
fun on one of Australia’s best purpose built circuits and always 
evolving facilities. 

With Phillip Island being quite a technical circuit with many curves, 
subtle elevation changes and a very long front straight, horsepower 
is the king, but not a prerequisite. So, a Mini or Cooper racing 
car is just as much welcome as ‘big banger’ Lola and McLaren 
Can-Am or Formula 5,000 cars. It really just comes down to how 
fat your wallet is. Regardless, each driver/owner shares a passion 
or even addiction that is motor racing. With their car polished and 
prepared before, during and after the racing takes place. The rest 
of us go to be awe-inspired by what they’ve brought, taking in 
the sights, sounds and reverberations as they do their thing. The 
machinations of which, make the visit worth the effort and (often) 
even the expense.

There was a good contingent of Cooper S cars running in the 
Under 3 litre Group N Historic Touring Car races, but precious 
few Cooper racing cars that I spotted. So, Cooper Ss ran with a 
large variety of cars covering the 1950s through to the early 70s. 
Home grown 6 cylinder Holdens, mixed with Alfas, Datsuns, 
rotary Mazdas and a variety of small Fords originally tested on you 
British folk – Cortinas, Escorts and Capri V6s – before being sold 
and raced in Australia too. Oddball of this racing category was 
the lovingly-prepared Simca Vedette. Like so many others at this 
meeting carrying a V8, but this one was of the quiet variety. The V8 
pretty much only audible if it slipped past by itself, otherwise it was 
drowned out by 4 cylinder cars! The opposite extreme being around 
30 F5000 open-wheelers – a field that any ‘period’ promoter would 
have loved to have seen at their circuit.

Having thrown down the gauntlet to all you British Appendix K 
Mini racers (in last year’s PI Classic feature) to be the first to bring 
your car ‘down under’ – I failed to stumble upon any Nick Swifts 
or James Martins, et al around this year’s meeting. No pressure 
fellas… but the Victorian Historic Racing Register would make you 
welcome. As far as I can tell, 1:54.9506 is the current classic Mini 
circuit lap record. Set by Justin Elvin in Sunday’s final Under 3 litre 
HTC race of the weekend.

Results for the meeting can be found here, by clicking ‘circuit racing’ 
then scroll to 13/3/16 Phillip Island http://racing.natsoft.com.au/
results/#2 
Lots more event photos can be found amongst the pages here 
- http://forums.autosport.com/topic/201371-2016-phillip-island-
classic-march-11-13/ 
Organisers can be found here - http://vhrr.com/  

Stephen Dalton
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OLD STUFF − Stephen DaltonCOOPER

It takes a fair degree of bravery and trust to do this… turn 
1 (usually flat in a Mini) 80 year old Ted Brewster No.42 and 
David Wheatley doesn’t want to give an inch. One mistake and 
it’ll be a big one here! But fortunately not.

50 years on from his 1966 Bathurst 
Cooper S victory with Rauno Aaltonen, 
83 year old Bob Holden is still racing his 
‘Big Mini’- the Toyota Corolla Group A in 
historics. He ran this car with Rauno at 
the 1991 Bathurst 1000.

Scotty Taylor’s Cooper ‘Bobtail’ T39 awaits 
another race in the dummy grid area.

John Rowe’s ex Len Lukey Cooper-Climax T45. Len being a previous 
owner of the Phillip Island circuit and won his 1959 ‘Gold Star’ 
Australian Drivers’ Championship with this car. 



www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

01376 574000 
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Classic Car  -  Modern Car  -  Classic 4x4 
Classic Military  -  Classic Bike  -  Classic Commercial

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great 
deal on your RENEWAL, our classic 

car policies deliver exceptional 
cover at very affordable premiums

Our ‘BEST’ Deal In 
CLASSIC MINI INSURANCE

Single Car 
Policies

Multi-Car 
Discounts

Modern & Classic 
Cars on One Policy* 

MCR Member Discounts

Special Rates 
for Collections 

FREE Agreed Value 

FREE Breakdown & 
Recovery 

All Minis 10 years 
& older

£75
 from

 50%
 up to

 Terms & Conditions apply

 PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers.  
*Subject to Insurers terms please ask for details
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The way it should be, Fords and Alfa following a Mini Cooper S...
No.188 Daniel Berry,No.123 Ian Pringle, No.42 Ted Brewster and 
No.321 Darryl Exelby (near rear)

The 3 Cooper Ss of No.6 Adrian Read, No.188 Daniel Berry and 
No.123 Ian Pringle mix it up with Alfa, Datsun 1600 and Lotus Cortina.

Phillip Island on a perfect Aussie autumn afternoon - the sun’s shining, 
Bass Strait glistens with a perfect blue hue and Justin Elvin is about to 
go through turn 1 flat

England’s, Andrew Wareing brought his BRM 261 and Williams FW06 
to ‘the Island’. The BRM V8 has GP and Tasman Series history and 
was a pleasure to see on Aussie soil again.
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young

The Archive is a bit different this 
month, in that most of it isn’t written 

by me. I was recently contacted by 
Colin Mynott, a friend of club member 
John Larkin, who showed him a copy 
of CooperWorld. As Colin is a lifelong 
motoring enthusiast and, indeed, very 
experienced in the workings of the A 
Series engine that powers our cars, (well 
all the classic Minis anyway) he offered 
us a number of interesting items for the 
Archive, the first of which is reproduced 
here below. It outlines much of the A 
series engine history and problems.  

To put you in the picture, for those unaware of Colin’s credentials, 
he worked for Morris Special Engines Branch in the 1960s, where 
they designed and developed the formula junior engine then the 
Cooper S power units. Colin always prepared his own race cars 
and still has a great knowledge of Mk 1 Ss. At the same time in the 
‘60s he was advising John Cooper on various components in his F1 
cars, so he knew the Cooper Car Co and Ralph Broad well. He was 
later Materials Engineer at Chrysler-UK (formerly Rootes) until 1970 
when he left, temporarily, the industry. A decade later, Ralph Broad 
asked him to run Broadspeed Engineering specifically to organise 
the design and development of the V12 Jaguar engines to campaign 
in the European Touring Car Championship. They achieved more 
horsepower than Jaguar could at the time – much to their chagrin. 
Jaguar (Harry Mundy) prepared some engines for power boat racing 
and never achieved more than 450 bhp; Broadspeed had 580bhp. 
Colin went on to run March Engineering (formerly Beneton F1) for a 
couple of years, and worked with Nissan UK in the late 1990s.

Here is the paper Colin produced on the A series engine:

A series data, history and problems
- researched for engine anoraks from ‘60s BMC manufacturing records 

and updated through data manuals.

Introduction

Neither William Morris nor Herbert Austin who founded Austin  
Morris were qualified engineers. So, neither would employ 
engineering graduates for fear of exposing their own ignorance, and 
this policy extended into the late 1960s, helping BMC’s decline.

Originally, Morris made a French Hotchkiss engine under licence 
for the bull-nosed Morris Cowley in the 1920s which is why they 
subsequently designed everything in metric units, whereas Austin 
designed their cars in imperial units – inches. Both designed 
everything around what they thought was easy to make with 
whatever tooling and machinery they had. This often compromised 
design and function. As a result their designs were often rather dated 
when introduced.

In the late 1940s at Austin Longbridge, Bill Appleby designed the 
803cc A-series engine for the Austin A30. That was the origin of the 
A-series. The engine had almost twice as many parts as contemporary 
Ford units and cost more to make. The design also compromised 
performance – see later.

The original Austin-designed A-Series had its origins in inch-unit 
manufacturing equipment as did subsequent derivatives (848, 948, 
1098 etc). All the cars were given an ADO (Austin drawing office) 
number – Mini ADO15.

But at Morris Engines in Coventry, where the competition variants 
were designed (F3/Formula Junior, Cooper S, Jacobs Midgets, 
Abingdon Rally cars etc), they designed all their engines in metric 
dimensions, but used imperial dimension crank throws from the 
Austin ancestry.
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Austin had much inch-sized crank tooling. Until 1959 the A Series 
standardised on a 3’’ stroke. Then in 1959 the 848 cc crank needed 
a 211/16’’ stroke, which they later used for the 1070 cc Cooper S, 
and a 27/16’’ stroke for the 970 cc Cooper S. All the Cooper S units 
were designed and made at Morris Engines Coventry, not at Austin 
Longbridge, using Longbridge-sized crank throws.

The reason the Cooper S units were 970 and 1070 cc was to 
give provision for road car engines to have service rebores. For 
competition homologation a 0.040’’ re-bore gave them 999cc and 
1098 cc. The 1275 used +0.020’’ oversize to give 1293 cc. Both 
smaller capacities were used on the contemporary Formula Junior 
racing engines, from which the S series were derived. 

Most A Series connecting rods have 5¾’’ centres. The original 803 
cc had a 3’’ stroke so when the shorter stroke 848 cc version was 
designed, to make the piston come flush with the block face at TDC 
they increased the piston height from the gudgeon pin by 5/16’’  to 
avoid the need for a longer rod. All the S engines had a beefier rod, 
and the 970 Cooper S was given a unique ¼’’ longer one so they 
could use a common block and pistons for the 970 and 1070 Cooper 
S. Even so the 970 had to have a flat topped piston to get the required 
compression ratio with the standard head volume. All S engines used 
larger diameter gudgeon pins and crankshaft bearing journals.

But the 1275 Cooper S caused another dilemma. Most A-series 
cylinder blocks are the same height. So, with its longer stroke, the 
1275 would need a shorter piston, or a shorter rod or an increase in 
block height. They didn’t want to shorten the rod (tooling reasons) 
and they couldn’t shorten the piston sufficiently, so they increased the 
block height to be able to use the same rods and pistons as the 1070, 
but even so they had to arrange for the 1275 piston not to come flush 
with the block face at TDC to give the desired compression ratio.

The first Mini Cooper 997 was even more of a conundrum! (See 
later). So much for standardisation.............

Chronology of cylinder blocks
Many in-line engine parts are common with the transverse ones, 
except for the blocks that have a different rear main bearing 
arrangements, and the crankshafts.

The A Series chronology, in inch/mm units, is:

Date Application Capacity Bore Stroke

1950 A 30 803 29/32   57.92 3.0   76.20

1957 A 35
948 2.478   62.94 3.0   76.20

1959 A 40/Sprite 
Mk1

1961 Mini 848 2.478   62.94 211/16   68.26

1962 Mini Cooper 
Mk 1 997 2.458   62.43 3.2   81.28

1963 Austin/Mor-
ris 1100 1098 2.542   64.57 3.3   83.82

1964 Cooper S 1070 2.780   70.61 211/16   68.26

1965 Cooper S 970 2.780   70.61 27/16   61.91

1965 Cooper S 1275 2.780   70.61 3.2   81.28

1966 Mini Cooper 
Mk1a 998 2.542   64.57 3.0   76.20

later 998 Mini 
variants De-rated 998 cc Cooper units

later 1275 Mini 
variants De-rated 1275 Cooper S units
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They all used a 3’’ stroke until 1962 when they introduced the 997 
Mini Cooper. At that time they were about to introduce the 1098 
with the 948’s bore and a 3.3’’ stroke. But for some reason, rather 
than the new Mini Cooper using the common 3’’ stroke and the 1098 
block, they used a new 3.2’’ stroke for the 997 and so had to make 
the bore smaller than the rest to keep it under 1 litre. In hindsight 
illogical – why not use a 3’’ stroke and the 1098’s bore? Four years 
later they did, to make the 998 engines.
The 948-cc engine for rear drive applications lasted until they stopped 
producing the A40 and Morris Minor 1000 in the early ‘60s. The 848 
cc transverse engine ran to 1984.

It wasn’t until 1966 that all the 1-litre transverse applications 
communised the bore with the 1098 block. But instead of using 
the same bore for the 848 as well, making it 893 cc and so having a 
common block, they kept its smaller bore. Maybe because stock and 
work in progress had to be run down?

The original 1950 Austin A30 bore spacing carried up to the demise 
of the 998 cc Mini and Metro engines in the ‘90s. So there are two 
families of A Series blocks: those with the original bore spacing of the 
pre-S variants; and those with the re-spaced S units’ bores. The latter 
had to use 10 studs + 1 bolt in Formula Junior and Cooper Ss to stop 
leaks from the end cylinders. They later dispensed with these extra 
fixings on less highly rated 1275 cc variants.

Camshafts
The standard profiles are listed in the camshaft table. A Longbridge 
engineer based all the profiles on sine-wave acceleration curves. This 
was kinder on the valve train than a simpler 3-arc profile. It is said 
that he used the five-figure sine tables from a book that most schools 
used. (Note for the engineers among you.)
Nearly all the production cams use 230° and 252° period profiles. 
Oddballs are the Metro City 240° cams; and the MG Metro 1275 
variant with 268° exhaust profile from the accessory AEA731.

All the A series used a 1.25 to1 rocker ratio whereas most other 
manufacturers used 1.5 to 1. Speedwell made a 1.5 set for the A-series 
which was especially useful with the 731 cam. See later comments.

Camshafts (units inches/mms)

• † This is the service part no. not the number stamped on the shaft.
Star-drive oil pump versions have later part numbers. 
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Cylinder heads 
All Cooper S variants had a common cylinder head with adjustments 
to piston crown (and block height on the 1275) to achieve the 
required compression ratio. The 970S has a flat top piston; the other 
two Ss a common dished one. The 1275 block is more than 30mm 
taller and the piston does not come flush with the head face at TDC 
whereas it does on the other two Ss.

• All have 9-stud heads except the 11-fixing Cooper S and F3/
Formula Junior heads which have even cylinder bore spacing – 
closer inner bores, outer ones further apart, than the unevenly 
spaced 9-stud.

• * The service part number is different because it has other parts 
fitted such as valve guides – you can’t buy a bare head. There are 
lots of minor variations in the service part numbers for the same 
bare head. 

• ** The 997 Mini Cooper used the 1098 head fitted  with larger 
valves 

Crankshafts
Crankshafts were forged En17S steel. For competition in-line 
engines, a stronger ‘red’ (higher tensile En19U) one was available. 
The F3/FJ and S crankshafts have bigger diameter big ends and 
mains and are nitride En40B (needed for competition rather than 
road use).

Connecting rods
Connecting rods were initially of clamped little end construction, a 
low cost solution. Because the bores were offset from the big ends, 
the twisting moment caused gudgeon pin circlips to pop out in early 
development but by 1965 they sorted the problem and used fully 
floating pins on the 998 cc and 1098 cc variants. The F3/Formula 
Junior and Cooper S rods had even greater problems and they went 
to press-fit pins. This was cheaper than fully floating anyway, so they 
stuck with it. All had the same gudgeon pin diameter, but a larger one 
for the Formula Junior and Cooper S variants.

Application part † 
number

valve lift 
inlet/ 

exhaust

Valve timing° period° 
inlet/ 

exhaustIO IC EO EC

Mini 848, 998 
(and A35/40, 

Sprite I)

2A571

2A297
0.285/7.24 5 45 10 40 230/230

Metro City 
998/1275 

(1985)
? 0.318/8.08 9 41 11 49 230/240

All Cooper S; 
later Mini 1275 

versions

Mini Clubman 
1098 and 1275

AEA630

22G165
0.313/7.95 5 45 21 51 230/252

Mini Mayfair & 
Cooper 1275 

(1994), 

Metro *1275 
and turbo

? 0.318/8.08 9 41 17 55 230/252

Mini Cooper 
997 (1963-5)

Mini 1275 
(1991-3)

12A122

2A948

997 
0.313/7.95

1275 
0.318/8.08

16 56 21 51 252/252

MG Metro 
1275 ? 0.318/8.08 16 56 29 59 252/268

competition 
accessory only AEA731 0.313/7.95 24 64 29 59 268/268

competition 
only – early FJ AEA544 0.383/9.73 34 74 39 69 288/288

competition 
only AEA648 0.394/10.01 50 70 45 75 300/300

Application 
(units inches/

mms)

Inlet valve Chamber 
volume 

ccs

Chamber 
depth

Part number 
cast on 
head*

Complete 
head service 

part no

848 Mini/948 
A35, A40, 

Sprite-I

11/32/26.2 24.5 cc 0.446/11.33 2A629 2A609/2A613

998 Mini and 
1098

13/32/27.8 26.1 cc 0.446/11.33 12G202/ 
12A185

12G201

997 Mini 
Cooper **

15/32/29.4 26.1 cc 0.446/11.33

1098 Sprite-
II/998 Mini 

Cooper

15/32/29.4 28.3 cc 0.446/11.33 12G206 12G205

1275 Sprite-III 
(9-stud but 
on 11-stud 

spacing)

17/32/31.0 28.3 cc 0.426/10.82 12G295 12G294

Cooper S 113/32/35.7

Application Stroke

970S  27/16      

Mini 848, 1070S 211/16   

All other A series 3.0''

997 Mini Cooper, 1275S 3.2''

1098 3.3''

Application Gudgeon pin Centres

803/848/948/997 clamped 5¾''

998/1098 fully floating* 5¾''

Cooper S and FJ ** interference in rod 5¾''

970 S ** interference in rod 6.0''

* i.e. has circlips       
** larger diameter gudgeon pin bore



Final drive gears, transverse engines 
(early transmissions had non-synchro 1st gear)

Several other ratios came available for competition use, often made 
by specialists not BMC.

Increasing A-series output
Most tuners have their own beliefs and remedies. But there are 
fundamentals that rise above these. They apply to carburetion, 
camshaft, cylinder block and the transverse gearbox layout.

Road use
For a road engine with standard cast iron exhaust manifold the 
best compromise camshaft for performance was 2A948. It has 
slightly higher lift than standard and 22 longer period. Periods 
than longer 2A948 with the standard cast exhaust manifolds can 
be disappointing. 

The AEA731 cam is relatively gutless with any manifolding because 
of its slower opening and closing, and insufficient lift for its period. 
It revs well but not with proportionally more power. It works 
better with the 1.5:1 rockers that used to be available from firms 
such as Speedwell.

The single 1½’’ SU carburettor is a little oversize for the standard 
998 cc variant, but probably about right with a 2A948 camshaft but 
enlarging the standard porting reduces mid-range power for virtually 
no peak power increase. (Most tuners make the fundamental error of 
opening them out as large as possible.) This is because the poor shape 
around the inlet port throat and masking of the inlet valves by the 
combustion chamber are the worst restriction, not the carburettor 
throat or port. You get good benefit across the rev range if you 
remove a lot of the inlet port beak between the two valves, improve 
the throat shape, and open out the combustion chamber around 
both valves. Polishing the ports has little or no effect and can worsen 
pickup (they’ve found that the rough skin on a shark reduces drag!)

Any 9-stud head will fit all except S and 1275 blocks. The original A35 
and Mini ones have smaller valves and ports. Enlarging the ports loses 
mid-range power with little or no peak power gain. It’s better to fit the 
larger 998 inlet valves, and make a better approach shape to the valve 
throats, plus combustion chamber relief around both valves as above. 
For a standard 998 or 1098 the 12G205 head has a rather oversized 
inlet port – although quite a good shape. It gives somewhat worse mid-
range power; it’s better to modify a 2A609 to get better mid range.

Competition use and friction losses
The dished pistons give the best output across the rev range, flush 
with the block face at TDC, the head skimmed to give the desired 
compression ratio. The standard 1070 and 1275S use the same 
piston. But to get the standard compression ratio, the 1275s do not 
come flush with the block at TDC. For competition use, skim the 
block so it does.

There are two fundamental problems for competition use. Tackling 
them gives extra output without compromising the effect of other 
changes. Both reduce friction losses.

The A-series has unusually high friction losses, the root cause of which 
is the cylinder head stud bosses being cast onto the cylinder bores. 
When you tighten the head down the bores distort barrel-shaped and 
oval by up to 5 piston size grades. The bigger the bore, the worse the 
distortion became.

Adding to this problem was that when they increased the bore 
from the 803’s 29/32 (2.28’’) to the 948’s 2.48’’, they had to 
Siamese the outer pairs of bores (omit the water passage between 
them). This made distortion worse. Then, when they re-spaced 
the bores again for the Cooper S variants, they siamesed all four 
bores. That also introduced head gasket sealing problems which 
needed more head fastenings.

As a result, oil consumption was a perpetual problem and required 
4-ring pistons with exceptionally strongly spring-loaded oil control 
rings. Early Ss oil consumption was so disastrous (300 miles per pint 
or less) they had to fit even stronger spring loading, which de-rated 
peak power by 5-10 hp. The standard S oil ring loses unbelievable 
horsepower at higher revs, proportional to piston speed.
You can overcome this problem by distorting the block then 
reboring it. You make a dummy head, same thickness as the head 
but with holes where the bores are, so you can bore through it. 
You tighten it onto the block like a head then rebore and hone 
through the dummy head. So when you then assemble the engine, 
the bores should pull round and parallel. You can then use a slipper 
piston with two combined compression/oil control rings. The 
standard piston can be so modified. The result on a race-prepared 
1293 can be 10+ peak hp.

Ford didn’t suffer this problem so badly because their stud bosses 
were cast into the water jacket walls and used the more usual 
symmetrical 10-stud layout. They could use 3-ring pistons with a 
weaker oil ring, which lost them far less friction horsepower.

The second major transverse engine problem is the BMC common 
sump for engine and gearbox. No problem on a low power, slow 
848cc Mini but a big problem for racing Cooper Ss. The oil level 
in the gearbox is up to the shaft centrelines which causes huge 
churning losses - whereas you need only enough oil to cover 
the teeth at their lowest point. But you can’t do that on a Mini 
because the oil level has to be high enough to avoid severe oil 
surge on cornering.

So, I dry sumped my 970S for racing and was beating 1275s, maybe 
10hp more from eliminating oil churning losses. Oil consumption 
was negligible and oil temperature lower. People were saying 
“but the gearbox won’t get enough oil”. Wrong: it was still getting 
too much raining down on it – up to 5 gallons a minute. A little 
more power could have been had by fitting a shaped tray under 
the crankshaft to reduce windage losses from the whirling crank 
entraining oil, causing even more unwanted drag. But that is far less 
than the oil churning losses.

I’m not sure whether anyone else has tried either friction lowering 
modification.
Modifying the chassis gave even more lap time improvement then 
tweaking the engine but that’s another story.

Robert Young
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Application Teeth Ratio Part number

Late 1275s (not S)? ~3.1?

Clubman 998 auto, 
Mini 998 auto 19/62 3.27

1070/1275 Cooper 
S, Mini 998, Clubman 

998/1275
18/62 3.44 22A411 (62) 22A413 (18)

Most other Minis 17/64 3.76 22A401 (64) 22A399 (17)

competition only 16/63 3.94 22G340 (63) 22G338 (16)

Austin/Morris 1100 15/62 4.13 22G101 (62) 22G99 (15)

competition only 15/64 4.27 22A301 (64) 22G47 (15)

competition only 16/65 4.35 22G443 (65)

competition only 14/67 4.79
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Old Stager and Mini  Cup Championship Rally 2016
By Peter Horsburgh
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There was a maximum entry of 75 cars for the Old Stager Rally 
included 18 Minis that competed for the Mini Cup sponsored by 

Mini Sport. The various Minis attending scrutineering on Saturday were 
assembled against the Weston Park scenery for a group photo. Is this 
the largest Mini entry for a special stage rally ever?

After a chilly and cloudy day on Saturday the weather brightened up on 
Sunday, and thankfully the expected damp early stages were dry and fast.

For a change we started on the pace on Stage 1 equalling Clive King’s 
fastest time and 7 seconds ahead of the rest of the Mini field. But our 
joy was short lived as the stage was scrubbed from the results due to 
some timing issues and while we held our pace the rest of the field got 
quicker during the day.

The event attracted a lot of spectators, both on the stages and in the 
service area, where there was a great mix of historic cars on view.

Unfortunately, Shane Gamble was a casualty before the first stage 
due to the ring gear detaching from the flywheel. The top order 
after three stages was extremely close with Clive King/Anton Bird on 
10mins 1 second, Jim Brindle 3 seconds down and Adrian Kermode 
4 seconds down. Jim Brindle’s excellent run came to an end with a 
lack of brakes on stage 5 ending up with the crew in the hedge and 
the front nearside of the car very bent. Trying to catch the leading trio 
we attacked a large bale in the chicane after the bridge on stage 4 and 
proved that the new Wipac plastic lens headlights are very strong!
   
Last year’s Mini Cup winner, Andrew O’Hanlon in 577 PHW, had 
a high end misfire after stage 2 and without finding the cause went 
into stage 3 only for the car to stop in the stage. This resulted in 
maximums until lunch when a borrowed distributor got the car firing 
properly for the rest of the day. Andrew was also fired up and set 
fastest Mini times on the final 3 stages.

At lunch Clive continued to ‘cock a snoot’ and a wheel at the rest of the 
Minis with a lead, albeit slender at only 6 seconds over a very relaxed 
Adrian Kermode.
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The top 6 ‘Mini’ times at lunch were:

Clive King/ Anton Bird 13.47  
(Class MC3)

Adrian Kermode/ Maurice Beckett 13.56 
(Class MC2)

Jonathon Bennett/Nigel Bennett 14.07 
(Class MC4)

Paul Price/Tim Cross 14.11 
(ClassMC2)

Peter Horsburgh/Graham Carter 14.19 
(Class MC2)

Pete Ellerby/Phil Swanborough 14.23 
(Class MC2)

The class system for this year allows any Mini 
not compliant with historic rules to compete 
in MC4 hence; Jonathon Bennett’s Mini was 
running an 8 port head and running on 13” 
wheels. He was showing good times until a 
mistake on SS8 cost him around 40 seconds.

The organisers, Owen Motoring Club, made the 
maximum use of the available roads at Weston 
Park and changed the layout every 2 stages 
generally after lunch using the opposite direction, 
and a typical map is shown to the right.

This illustrates the short but technical nature 
of the stage with many bales, cattle grids and 
chicanes to challenge the driver and co-driver 
and keep them on their mettle.

The afternoon was warm requiring fluid intake 
by Anton Bird in order to keep shouting 
instructions at Clive!

Top 3 stage times were being shared by all the 
top 5 crews with the times still very close, but 
Clive’s Mini Sport prepared 8 port Cooper S 
holding off the 5 port Mini of Adrian Kermode, to 
come in first Mini by 16 seconds after 10 stages.

Gordon Cameron/Sheila Grimshaw made a 
welcome appearance in their 970 Cooper S 

COMPETITION
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and took maximum Mini Cup points in class 
MC1, Adrian Kermode maximum points 
in MC2 ,Clive King maximum in MC3, and 
Jonathon Bennett in MC4.

Final positions and stage times for all 
competitors registered for the Mini Sport 
sponsored Mini Cup are listed below.

Full results from the rally can be found at http://
www.owenmotoringclub.co.uk/resources/
Documents/AGBO%202016%20results.pdf.

The next round of the championship is the 
Dixies Historic on the Epynt military ranges on 
the 1st of May.

Pictures are courtesy of Kevin Baldwin at KPB 
Photography, Andy at www.xlerate.net, and 
the author.

Peter Horsburgh

COMPETITION

A row of Minis queuing for the first of the afternoon stages
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Beaulieu

As we are now just six weeks away from 
Beaulieu and as I write this, I’ve had some 
response to my invitation to members 
of this Register to display their cars as 
part of what is always a superb and large 
display of Ex-Works and Competition 
cars. Please, if you wish to display your 
car, do send me an email to book a place 
now. What I can’t do is accommodate you 
if you just turn up on the day. Once I get 
your application and details of your car, I 
will send you off your free ticket for the 
show. Hopefully, we can again put on a 
large display of these special cars of ours.

Carole Nash Insurance

Since becoming the MCR’s sponsor, Peter McIlvenny and his Carole Nash 
staff have done their very best to help club members with competitive 
insurance quotes for their cars. But I do know that at times his staff have 
struggled to get to grips with the intricacies of our special Ex-Works cars 
and Works replicas. Peter and I have talked about this and he has now 
offered to talk to members of this register direct about insuring their 
specific cars. He fully understands these cars and their values and is hopeful 
that he can tailor a competitive policy to suit our needs. So, in future, rather 
than calling Carole Nash’s main switchboard, please contact Peter direct on 
0161 927 2415 or 07506 9233353, his email address is peterMcIlvenny@
caroleNash.com. I’m sure he will be able to help you.

JBL 172D

In early March I was fortunate to be asked down for the weekend to 
visit Mike Mark and Barbara Alexander in their lovely new home in 
Hampshire and, much as I always enjoy a weekend with friends, the 
main object of our visit was to have a good look over their new project 
in the shape of the Ex-Works Car registered JBL 172D. This, you may 
recall, I briefly wrote about in the March issue of CooperWorld. Mike 
and Barbara have recently bought the car from long time owner John 
Lloyd. John, along with Glen Chappelle, had over the years made a start 
at restoring the car but pressures on their respective time has meant 
that little had moved on for a number of years. So, with the demands of 
John’s Moke business and Glen having little spare time to devote to the 
car, the hard decision was made to sell it. 

After a tour around their large and freshly restored barn housing 
numerous lovely Minis, including their Cooper Car Co racer (and a 
train set layout), we adjourned to another freshly restored barn, this 
one somewhat smaller, but within it sat proudly JBL 172D, all on its 
own. It had been nearly nine years since I last saw the car and as I’d 
thought, not much had changed, with an enormous amount of work 
still to do. However, being as the car is still in its Works bodyshell, 
you can’t do better than that and I know Mike and Barbara will do a 
brilliant job of bringing the car back to life.

Looking at the shell, all of the witness marks of where the additional 
electrical equipment was fixed to the bulkhead were clear to see and 
a quick reference to period photos enabled us to establish what each 
and every one of the holes drilled in the front bulkhead were for. 
Mike tells me that he is happy and confident to rewire the car himself, 
despite my warning that the success and appearance of the wiring of a 
Works car is what sets them apart from other cars and is a key to the 
success of the car. 

The front bulkhead also revealed that the speedo aperture had 
been expertly relieved to allow for the intrusion of the 45 Weber 
carburettor, with the speedo itself being set back into the car by 
the use of a specially crafted wooden spacer. It was also clear to see 
exactly where all of the lines were fixed inside the car and where the 
fuel pumps were fitted under the rear seat.  The original surviving 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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JBL 172 in its new home

JBL 172 in its new home

Large Weber for the Group 6 Minis
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Hydrolastic subframes were in great condition, considering their 
age and both showed the strengthening and extra plating they had 
received. The front subframe was particularly interesting with the top 
of the towers being double skinned and carried on over the edges. 

We spent a good hour rummaging through the boxes of parts that 
came with the car (it was like Christmas all over again). Some parts 
were original, some period replacement parts and a few, such as the 
seats, and seat belts faithful reproductions. John has told Mark and 
Barbara that there are still more parts to go with the car which he 
is finding amongst the wealth of Mini and Moke parts he’s squirreled 
away over his years of ownership. But, sadly, not a set of knock off 
Minilites, which Mike is already making tentative plans to have made.

The aluminium panels on the doors made for a striking weight 
saving and were still in nice condition, unlike the cross member 

Enlarged speedo aperture to clear the Weber

Reinforced tops of the subframe towers

How long before JBL 172D looks like this again?

of the car, which, with the car’s hard use, was far from in perfect 
condition. On looking at the body shell in general, it still needs a 
good deal of work and it may well be that some of the replacement 
panels already fitted may need redoing but with these early repairs, 
the car is basically now rust free and has survived well in the 
intervening years since work started. 

Having said that Mike and Barbara are determined not to produce a 
‘new’ fresh out of the box Abingdon rally car and will do as much as 
possible to mend and repair rather than replace and with their skills, 
I’m sure the car will look just right. Their target of just over a year 
or so, to have the car up and running, seemed very optimistic to me 
but, then again, we know Mike turned around the Cooper Car Co 
racer in double quick time and if that is anything to go by we may 
yet be surprised and see the car out and about in short time. I wish 
them well and I’m sure Mike and Barbara will keep us informed of 
their progress.

Robert Young

Cooper S Mk 1 Register

I had a member get in touch with me 
regarding his Mk1 S flasher unit. If you 
are avidly reading this you are probably 
aware that the Mk1 Mini range 
originally had a canister style Lucas unit 
which is attached to the bulkhead ‘A’ 
bracket in the engine bay. The modern 
replacements, even those branded as 
Lucas; don’t look quite right to those 
with a discerning eye and an anorak. 

Lucas had a habit of having a basic 
design of a component with a model 
number, in this case FL5, followed by 

a part number to identify the actual 
application/specification.

Simon Wheatcroft

Moody lighting to show the important 35020 text on the flasher unit
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The Mk1 Mini flasher unit is Lucas part number is 35020A which is a 
12 volt, 42 watt unit with three spade connectors. Our member had 
bought a nice shiny new old stock FL5 from a well known internet 
auction site only to find when it arrived that it had two terminals on 
the bottom rather than the normal (for a Mini) three. It transpired 
that he had purchased a 35059A unit which is also a 12 volt and 42 
watt unit but obviously with only two connectors.

There are a surprising number of FL5 flasher units that outwardly 
look much the same but some are 24 volt, some are 12 watt, others 
have screw terminals rather than spade connectors etc.etc. The 
motto of this story is that one should check the part number to make 
sure you are getting the correct part for your Cooper S.

Back in the January issue of CooperWorld I illustrated a lightweight 
battery box solution on a car from the former colony of the USA. 
Well, this month we have another contender but this time it is from 
slightly closer to home, the south of France. Perhaps it is something 
Minis to Monte participants should consider to help keep their battery 
cool in the balmy October weather.

Finally, please note that all the registrars now have shiny new 
minicooper.org email addresses which are listed in the contacts page 
at the front of the magazine. 

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

This month’s report has a look at the 
original factory handbooks which was 
prompted by a member who asked 
“what handbook should I have for my 
car?” Referring of course to the A5 sized 
booklet as supplied when the car was 
bought new. 

There is a re-production handbook 
available and these are reprints from 
the originals except the cover just says 
‘Mini Cooper’ whereas the originals 
either say Austin or Morris Cooper and, 
dependent on the age of your car, not 
all of them came in that crimson red and 
buff coloured cover.

The earliest Mini Cooper handbooks printed are dated September 
1961. The Austin being of a light blue colour and specifically says ‘Austin 
Seven Cooper’ on the cover with the part number being AKD3028. 

Whereas, the Morris version is of an off white colour and has an 
advert for ‘Motoring’ magazine on the inside of the cover with the part 
number for this being AKD3029. Although the Austin handbook does 
not have any adverts inside it, the text and layout is the same for both, 
albeit subtle differences can be seen where badges/motifs are drawn.

The first revision was made as early as November 1961 and related 
to the Austin handbook where the title lost the ‘Seven’ and became 
‘Mini Cooper’ just as the Morris version. The part number for this 
revised handbook is AKD3028A.

A French S – with another lightened and ventilated battery box

Revised Austin Cooper handbook

1961 first edition handbooks

Engine specification details
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We now move on to a 1963 edition, AKD3890, which is in the more 
familiar crimson red and buff cover, with both Austin and Morris now 
also sharing the same cover, but still showing either one or the other 
specific marque. This edition has an identical cover to the later 1966 
edition, and a look at the engine specification details shows that the 
one on the left is for the 997 Cooper whereas the one on the right 
is for both 997 and 998 variants (see photos). There isn’t a date in 
the 1963 edition, but the later fresh air heater is now illustrated, 
this being introduced in or around April 1963. The later edition is 
dated August 1966 and part numbered AKD3890D. It is a much 
thicker handbook as it also contains the Cooper ‘S’ supplement, not 
mentioned on the cover and only in small text on the first page. The 
Austin version now does have some adverts namely, one for Safety 
Fast on the inside of the front cover, and on the inside of the back 
cover sees 65 shillings buying you a nice BMC seatbelt - just the one 
mind! It is interesting to note this advert states that ‘All metal parts 
non-corrosive’. I guess nothing lasts forever.

The above are just the basic changes to the handbooks and I hope 
give a rough guide to help you find the correct handbook to suit your 
particular Cooper. Other editions are available and most are dated 
or time linked such as the introduction of the three ‘S’ types. As for 
price, a re-production will set you back about £15,whereas originals 
seem to command the same sort of money depending on how much 
‘patina’ you like with your handbook.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

Cooper S handbook

1963 handbook version

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

We’ll start with a Beaulieu update. So 
far I have one car confirmed, a very 
interesting one at that, so I’m still  
looking for two more. As mentioned 
in last month’s report, it would be 
interesting to get a spread of conditions, 
so if you’ve got a car that requires 
restoration, that would be as equally 
welcome as a concourse contender. 
Remember, a free ticket is available for 
the entrant, if you’d like to take part give 
me a call or drop me an email.

Back in the March report I mentioned 
that TTE 620H, a Snowberry white and 
black 1969 Austin was being offered for 

sale by Hampshire based dealer Camberley Marine and Sportscar. 
The car is now sold but no one has as yet registered it so I’m guessing 
that the new owner is not a MCR member perhaps. However, 
mention of the car did bring back memories for the previous owner 
Stewart Lewis who bought this car back in 1986 from a Wendy 
Foster. Back then the car was painted metallic bronze and, as you 
can see from the photo, was very much of the era with its nudge 
bars and Wolfrace (or Cobra?) alloys wheels. The car was also fitted 
at this point with a Webasto sunroof.  Although the photo makes the 
car look in quite good condition Stewart tells me it was in fact quite 
rough and had sat on Wendy’s driveway unused for a number of 
years. And the price for a rough Mk11 S back in 1986? Well, read this 
and weep, it was £400, those were the days! 

Nick Hunter

TTE 620H as bought by Stewart Lewis with very period modifications

TTE 620H during strip down and roof replacement
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The car required a full restoration which Stewart carried out himself. 
The metal around the Webasto roof had rotted so the complete roof 
panel was changed for a solid one. As you can see from the photos the 
remains of the Snowberry white paint were clearly evident. However, 
with the car stripped Stewart decided to return the car back to its 
original colour scheme. Although rough and requiring a lot of welding 
the car still had all the important ‘S’ parts including engine. The rebuild 
took 6 months to complete with the car ready for the Hinton Firs 
weekend in January 1987.The Downton badge was fitted by Stewart 
so, unfortunately, it does not have a Downton pedigree but the wheels 
are, as suspected, magnesium Minilites as fitted by him.
 
The heritage certificate shows the car to have been built on August 
19th 1969 and despatched to my local BMC distributor John Pepper 
(Hanley) Ltd on 14th September 1969. It’s interesting then that the 
registration number, TTE 620H, was issued way up in Lancashire, 
anyone any ideas why? Some great history there though, so if you’re 
the new owner of TTE and would like to get in touch with Stewart 
please contact me and I’ll make the connection.

Whilst talking about this car, Stewart mentioned he had also owned 
one of the cars I featured from the archive a while back registered 
HMM 860F. If you remember it was a seriously modified all black 
Mk11 ‘S’ with an 8 port engine. Unfortunately, the cars condition 
deteriorated beyond what, in the 1980s, was economically viable to 
restore and Stewart confesses to reluctantly scrapping this car. He 
clearly remembers selling the whole 8 port unit to a Mini dealer for 
the princely sum of £650 - happy days. Thanks to Stewart for sharing 
his memories of these two cars. 

Next, Gary Judd has recently completed on line registration for his 
Tartan red and black Morris registered WMY 18G. I already have 
the car registered on the old spreadsheet based system so this helps 
to synchronise the two systems. Gary has also been kind enough to 
give an update on the current state of the car. He has owned the 
car since 1989 but it has been in long term storage since the mid 
1990s awaiting a full restoration. After a couple of “false dawns” as 
Gary puts it, the restoration began in earnest in January 2013. As you 
can see the shell needed lots of work but as I write this the car is 
being painted with a target date of spring next year to have the car 
completed. Thanks for registering your car Gary and I look forward 
to bringing further updates on WMY’s progress.

Finally, mention of the on-line registration system above made me 
think it was a good time to give you an update and breakdown of the 
cars now registered on it.

TTE 620H with roof panel replaced

Gary Judds car WMY 18G stripped ready for shell restoration

Stewart Lewis’s 8 port car sadly now scrapped

Stewart Lewis poses proudly with TTE 620H having just completed 
its restoration back in 1986
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  Austin Morris Total
Total registered 50 44 94

Colour split Total  
Island Blue 10 
Snowberry White 16 
El Paso Beige 4 
Sandy Beige 10 
Tartan Red 33
Almond Green 9
Black 4
Other/not recorded 8
Total Registered 94

When I last reported on this back in January 2014 there were 63 cars 
registered, so a good increase, keep them coming.

That’s all for this time

Nick Hunter 

Another shot of WMY 18G’s shell prior to restoration

Cooper Mk 2 Register

The end of February was a bit hectic, what with completing my April 
report and a 12 car navigational rally the night before an early start 
the next day. It’s just as well I was going on holiday after all that. 
However, it’s a fact of life these days that we need to be connected 
and when we can’t, it is very unnerving – and so it was at our hotel. 
It took six days to get a reliable internet connection and when I did I 
was pleased to find an email from Ian Matthews. 

In the last few months Ian has picked up a late monotone Antelope 
MkII Cooper registered PMB 403H. Late MkIIs with MkIII panels and 
in Antelope are a rarity. The car has been off the road for many years 
and judging by the photo, has stood in the same place for a very long 
time - a real barn find!  It needs a lot of work but it’s all there, all the 
identification plates which are essential for a car that has been off the 
road since the early 80s according to the DVLA records. Bought as 
a restoration project, PMB 403H is going to have to wait for quite 
some time because, as you may have read in the January issue of 
CooperWorld, Ian is currently restoring a MkI Cooper and a 1959 
Mini at the same time. In the meantime, he is keen to learn as much 
about the car’s history as possible.  So, if you know anything about 
the car let me know and I will forward it onto Ian.

Someone in a very different situation is David Collier from Rockford, 
Illinois in the United States. David contacted the club asking for help 
to try to identify and date a car he recently bought.  He purchased 

Graham Robinson

the car unseen from Maryland on the following description:  Island 
blue 1968 MkII Morris Super Deluxe LHD flitted with 998cc MkII 
Cooper engine. Originally sold in France, it was shipped to an 
employee at the French embassy in Washington in 1970 and taken 
off the road in 1972.  During its 43 years in storage, lots of parts have 
been removed, including the entire interior, brakes and all the badges 
except an Austin badge on the steering wheel. The only identification 
plate on the car is a chassis number (VIN) M-A2S4S-491408 in 
the usual place on the radiator shroud.  David contacted Heritage 
and they identified the chassis number as belonging to a 1966 MkI 
RHD Mini Super Delux in Tartan Red.  It is possible that bogus VIN 
numbers may have been used to import cars into the United States in 
this way.  In 1970 Minis manufactured after January 1968 could not be 
imported into the US because of changes in safety requirements.  

The photos David has provided are of the bodyshell of a LHD MkII 
Mini. The shell, which is in perfect condition, has all the hallmarks 
of a Cooper, vinyl covered dash top rail and windscreen pillars, 
boot board brackets, clips for the chrome trim on the driver and 
passenger door windows etc. The paint appears to be original and 
Island blue with a Snowberry white roof are, as we all know, a 
typical Cooper combination.  

David is hoping that the engine number will help in identifying his car 
as a Cooper. The number, 9FD-Sa-H-35832 is indeed for a 998cc 
Cooper and dates the car after February 1968 when Cooper engines 
received an upgrade of the water pump from engine number 32163.    
David believes the engine is the original unit fitted to the car and is 
hoping Heritage can do a search using the engine number to cross 
reference the Chassis number.  If they can, it will be very interesting 
for all to know the true identity of David’s car.  I have asked David to 
check the cylinder head casting and he has confirmed it is 12G295. 
I have noticed from the photos that the car has a chrome gear lever 
that was only fitted to Cooper models.  I have also asked David to see 
if the body number is still intact on the bonnet locking panel above 
the grille. If it is, and it is in the form:- 250SxxxxxxL, then he will have 

Ian’s barn find MKII Cooper

Cobwebs and all in Ian’s car’s interior!
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Cooper S Mk 3 Register

I had contact from a member who was 
surprised to discover that the heater 
in his Mk3 S had been made in France. 
Whilst it does look like a normal early 
Mk3 heater at first glance, further 
examination shows that it is in fact 
slightly different.

The normal (to us in the UK) Mk3 S 
heater was made by Smiths and was, 
unfortunately, well known for the rattle 
from the silver bordered control panel 
which is only held in place by a couple 
of fold over metal tabs.

Simon Wheatcroft

even more evidence to confirm that his car is a MkII Cooper. The 
icing on the cake will be if Heritage can come up trumps too. Watch 
this space.

Just like waiting for a London bus, nothing about LHD cars for 
years then two come along at once. I was interested to hear from 
William Girvan in Northern Ireland about his newly acquired Austin 
Cooper registered RAX 115F.  The registration is new to me so I 
was keen to have a chat. The chassis number prefix for the car is 
C-A2SBL which denotes a LHD export model. According to the 
Heritage Certificate, the car was built in May 1968 and dispatched 
to Bruggemanns in Dusseldorf, West Germany later the same 
month. The car returned to the UK (Wales) in November 1973 
and stayed there with 2 owners until it moved to Northern Ireland 
in 1996. There is no mention when it was converted back to right 
hand drive so if anyone has any knowledge of it please let me know. 
William purchased the car in September 2015 and has embarked 
on a part restoration.  A body repairer by trade, William inspected 
the shell and found it to be very sound. So, he has decided only to 
carry out restoration to the wheel arches and engine bay. I’m sure it 
will look fantastic when it is finished. Once again, William is keen to 
learn anything about the car’s history. If you know anything about it 
please let me know and I will forward it to William.

Well that about wraps it up for this month and thanks to Ian, David 
and William for their contributions.  And don’t forget, I am always 
keen to hear of your MkII Cooper experiences and restorations, so 
why not drop me an email.   

Time is running out for volunteers to represent the MkII Register at 
Beaulieu. I am hoping by the time you read this I will be inundated 
with offers of display cars.

David Collier’s MKII Cooper with Mk11 Tail Lights

Side view of David Collier’s MKII Cooper

Until next time.

Happy Coopering!

Graham Robinson 

William Girvan’s Austin Cooper

William Girvan’s car’s cleaned and prep’d for paint rear wheel arch
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On early Mk3 cars the heater body is made of plastic and has a curved 
front panel like that on the heater fitted to later Mk2 cars but the 
method of selecting where the air goes to is via a horizontal or lateral 
slide control rather than the vertical lever found on Mk1 and Mk2 
cars. On later Mk3 cars the heater body is made of metal and has 
reverted to a squarer front much like the Mk1 and early Mk2 heater.

The one in this particular car has a plastic body like the later Mk2 heater 
but the control panel is a one piece plastic affair so, much less likely to 
have that annoying rattle as standard. Unlike the Smiths units, there is no 
sign of a date on it; the unit was manufactured by SoFico of France and, 
as such, I assume it was probably originally fitted to a Mini assembled at 
Seneffe in Belgium. Mk3 Ss were not built there but quite a number of 
Belgian built cars made their way to the UK in the mid to late 1970s, and 
thus I suspect it may have been sourced from one of those cars.

The one piece plastic control panel on the French heater unit

No mistaking that this was made in France

The normal control panel on a Mk3 S with silver border  
and stick on centre

Model cars aren’t really my thing these days but I was interested to 
learn that a company called Norev offer a model of the Mk3 Cooper 
S in 1:43 scale which, for those of us of a certain age, is the same 
scale as the Corgi Mini Cooper models of the 1960s. Apparently, it is 
a Morris and is currently only offered in Teal Blue with a black interior 
but it seems to have most of the details you would expect other than 
a left hand petrol tank filler! The retail price seems to be 33.95 in 
Europe or £30 in the UK including postage. So, I don’t think I’ll be 
‘brumming’ one around on my carpet anytime soon.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

The Norev Mk3 S as supplied on its display plinth. No left hand tank 
filler cap though

Yes it does have a chrome surround on the front doors!

RSP Cooper Register
A change to the article I had planned for 
this month. Friend and fellow Red RSP 
S Pack owner Des Lavery contacted me 
a few weeks ago to tell me of the lucky 
escape his RSP had endured. So Des 
sent me an email telling me what had 
happened with accompanying photos.

Des had put his RSP into a professional 
storage facility thinking and hoping this 
would be the safest place for his car 
when not in use.
The following is an extract from 
Des’s email:

It was a cold morning and a ceiling 
light fitting designed for low fire risk suddenly ignited. It happened 

Roger Hunt
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immediately above another car parked in the storage facility 
next to mine setting it on fire. This set the fire alarms off and the 
proprietor was there in minutes. Using twelve extinguishers he 
was able to control the fire until the fire brigade arrived. This 
heroic action was undertaken by the proprietor standing between 
the burning car and mine.

The cars were taken outside and washed down in case there was any 
caustic contamination from the fire extinguishers. The building itself 
was not damaged. The fire resistant ceiling tiles were taken down by 
the fire brigade to ensure there was no fire above them.

It is clear that total destruction of my RSP was narrowly averted 
but unfortunately there was some fire damage to it. The cover 
(not my new MCR cover) caught fire as well, melting and leaving a 
residue on the car. It also melted the plastic trims - the wheel arch 
extensions front and rear, the repeater light, gutter trim, wing 
mirror, which, of course, are notable on the RSP for being painted 
in the body colour, as well as scorching the window sill rubber and 
end cap. All this damage was restricted to the passenger side of 
the car. The paintwork suffered worst on the rear quarter with 
two prominent bubbles and smaller bubbling on the crease just 
below the window. 

It appears that the damage was caused by the burning cover 
in contact with the car rather than from intense heat from the 
adjacent burning car, which is fortunate as there is no evidence of 
metal distortion. The windscreen and sunroof seals are unaffected 
and nothing internal appears damaged either. The extent of damage 
to other areas of paintwork as a result of the melted car cover 
deposits is hard to determine - it is quite possible that this will 
simply clean up as I was able to pick off fragments without ill affect.

Damage clearly obvious to roof paintwork and plastic gutter trim

Melted car cover residue may result in a respray

Happily though my RSP can and will be restored. It is not as if it has 
not had a few repairs in the past. The full service history confirms 
this. The A panels and door skins were replaced and waxoyled and 
the boot lid repaired in 2008 by the Me-Me-Mini Centre in Poole, 
Dorset. This involved new paintwork, pin stripes and decals.
There had been earlier waxoyled treatment in 1998 by Roger Taylor 
Classic Cars in Bournemouth. The bonnet stripes are original and 
I hope they can remain, although I do have a spare pair of genuine 
stripes and two sets of genuine ‘JC signatures’. 

It was sad that this had happened to the car after such a spectacular 
anniversary year in 2015 particularly as the car had been judged best 
original Mini at Brooklands Mini Day, taken part in John Parnell’s 
excellent display at Beaulieu and in the brilliant RSP 25th anniversary 
weekend at Gaydon and Kimbolton. If that was not enough, it 
represented the red group on Justin Ridyard’s inspired 25th anniversary 
MCR display at the NEC Classic Motor Show was a great honour.

Heat deformed plastic wheel arch extension

Body colour coded and melted wing mirror
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Des has been very lucky and he doesn’t blame the owner of the 
storage facility for the fire. In fact I think he is to be commended for 
bravely saving Des’s car from total disaster. This was a close call, but 
the moral of recounting this unfortunate tail here is make sure you 
have agreed value classic car insurance as I know Des does.   

Roger Hunt 

Rover Cooper Register

My email inbox had a fair mix of responses 
and enquiries during March and early 
April, and as is so often the case, it is the 
seemingly simple enquiry that can end up 
being the trickiest to solve.

Neil O’Connor has asked what the paint 
code is for the wheels on Monte Carlo, 
Cooper 35 and Paul Smith LE models. 
The text of the Monte Carlo LE brochure 
describes them as Gunmetal, while both 
the Cooper 35 and Paul Smith brochures 
quote the colour as Charcoal. Unless one 
puts an example of each model’s wheels 
side by side it is difficult to judge whether 
they are all an identical shade of dark 

grey. The answer is evident from the fact that the original Rover part 
number for the Monte Carlo and Cooper 35 wheels (I could find no 
named reference to the Paul Smith Mini wheels) is RRC 10339 RJP. 

Initially, I was convinced that the `RJP’ in the part number was a 
Rover paint code, but it soon became apparent that any such three 
letter paint reference beginning with the letter `R’ is a late 1980s 
/early 1990s combination colour code, and besides, no such code 
was ever issued. Rover did, however, list Gunmetal, under code 
MMN (BLVC 684), and Charcoal LVD (BLVC 1207). There was 
also another dark grey colour, Anthracite, with the code LQW 
(BLVC 1266).

To cut to the chase, all three LE models shared the same 12 inch x 
4.5 inch, 8-spoke alloy wheel design as used across the entire Rover 
Cooper range from the 1990 Mainstream cars onwards (those 
fitted to the RSP and sports pack models were different). The only 
things different about them are the colour and centre caps. New 
replacement Charcoal/Gunmetal wheels are currently unavailable 
and are likely to remain so until sufficient back orders have built up 
to satisfy a minimum production run. Even so, they are likely to be a 
lot dearer than an equivalent set of the excellent reproduction silver 
alloys that are available at very reasonable prices from the better 
known Mini parts suppliers. 

John Parnell

Des’s RSP looking relatively undamaged from a slight distance 
following its lucky escape from fire

Impatient and penny-pinching as I am, if I owned a Monte Carlo, 
Cooper 35 or Paul Smith Mini with shabby wheels I would take the 
spare to a local automotive paint supplier, to identify the best possible 
colour match (which might not even be a Rover shade), and then 
get the entire set of five refurbished in my chosen colour. Even if 
your current set are kerbed or corroded beyond recovery, decent 
second hand silver replacements are easy to come by and will look 
no different from the originals once they are repainted and polished. I 
am sure someone reading this will have already jumped through these 
hoops. If so, do please share your experience with us... including the 
correct dark grey paint code too, should you have it. 

VIN Stamping

Most Rover Mini owners will know that the chassis number (VIN) for 
their car is reverse stamped into an oblong alloy plate most commonly 
positioned at the front of the right hand side engine bay flitch panel or, 
in the case of Japanese spec models and those with air conditioning, it 
will be affixed to the boot floor. Since the spring of 1993 the VIN has 
also been etched into the glass of the front and/or rear screens. Less 
well publicised is a third location, a VIN stamping in the windscreen 
scuttle panel drainage channel directly above the clutch fluid reservoir. 
Innocenti Mini owners will be very familiar with this form of vehicle 
identification, be it on a different part of their vehicle. But as a feature 
also marked on UK-built Minis, it rarely gets a mention because it is 
normally hidden beneath a rubber sealing strip. Yet, it is for the very 
reason that it can be used to confirm a car’s provenance beyond doubt 
that all car owners should be aware of its existence, and particularly so, 
should a car’s identity ever be brought into question. 

Wanted: Paint code for Cooper 35, Monte Carlo  
and Paul Smith LE wheels

Out of sight and out of mind: Rover Mini / Cooper VIN stamping
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The trouble is we don’t know precisely when this form of VIN 
stamping was introduced. For something so obvious, you would 
think it would be relatively straightforward to track down a date of 
commencement, but to my surprise, my 1970s and 1980s editions of 
Glass’s Guide make no reference to it, nor is it mentioned in any of 
the usual period service publications or parts microfiches. However, 
what I have ascertained is that the system was NOT in existence in 
1972 but it IS in evidence on a car dated August 1985. Knowing that 
our members own Minis of all kinds across the entire time span of 
production, it would be helpful if those with a relatively unmolested 
car registered between those two years would care to come forward 
to confirm the existence or otherwise of a windscreen scuttle VIN 
stamping on their vehicle.

So, why is this matter of importance to Rover Cooper owners? It is 
because the windscreen scuttle on Rover Minis is a corrosion hot 
spot. As ever greater numbers of these cars are now being restored, 
this is frequently one of the many areas to receive a complete panel 
replacement and, by implication, the risk that the discarded panel’s 
attendant VIN stamping could likewise end up in the waste skip and 
be lost forever. 

Yours for free...

Shortly before going to press I received a telephone call from a 
gentleman who was contemplating the purchase of a 1999 John 
Cooper LE Rover Cooper. Giving me the car’s registration, he 
wanted to know if it was the genuine article or a car dressed up to 
look as though it was. After a few taps of my computer keyboard I 
was able to confirm the car’s identity as genuine. It then occurred 
to me that private individuals have free access to much more 
information than they may realise. 

Most of us will be familiar with the DVLA’s `Vehicle Enquiry’ service 
available on: www.vehicleenquiry.service.gov.uk . Having entered 
the vehicle registration and make (selecting the latter from the drop 
down box), select `Search’ and this will reveal the car’s date of first 
registration, its colour, plus details of its MOT and Vehicle Excise 
Duty status.

This is all very useful, but it won’t tell you the model of the car, 
and if you get the make wrong or the car is no longer `live’ on 
Swansea’s system, your search will take you to the `Vehicle details 
could not be found’ screen. This is why I frequently supplement the 
DVLA system with the service provided by: www.hpi.co.uk . This 
site is great if the only detail you possess is a registration number. 
Once you have entered that, select `Check’, and the next screen 
to appear is the one asking for payment. It is at this point that most 
people baulk and leave, but if you instead select either of the `Buy’ 
options, it will take you to the `Payment’ screen which will also 
display on the right the basic details of the car you have selected, 
including the model name as well as the make. This is particularly 
handy if, for example, the car has been registered as say, an Austin 

or a Morris instead of a Rover. Should the details come up blank, 
then the registration definitely isn’t live. It will also confirm if that 
smart looking Rover Mini you are after is indeed a Mini Cooper or 
a dressed up Mini Mayfair. And in case you wondered, there is no 
obligation to pay for an HPI check at this on-screen juncture, unless, 
of course, you are actually intending to buy the car in question, in 
which case it will be money well spent.

Since October 2015 you can now also look up any vehicle’s MOT 
history online for free. Just visit www.check-mot.service.gov.uk , 
enter the vehicle registration and make, select `Search’ and up will 
come as many as several years worth of MOT history, including test 
dates, each testing station number, recorded mileages, `Pass’ or `Fail’  
notifications (including reasons for a `Fail’) and any advisories. Now 
there is no excuse for not being clued up in advance when purchasing 
a second hand car. 

And finally...

If you have a 1990-1991 Mainstream Rover Cooper and would like 
it to be considered for the arena display at the MCR’s National Mini 
Cooper Day at Beaulieu on 12th June, please email me.  

Until next month...

Enjoy the two May Bank Holidays.

John Parnell 

Free online service: Vehicle MOT history

Mini Super Register

Very little to report this month I am 
afraid however, I do though have a new 
addition to my register.

Jerry Hughes wrote in with scant 
details of a Mini Super he had recently 
bought. There is little of the car left 
unfortunately, just a rusty body shell 
with no inner or outer front wings. 
Jerry has the old RF 60 log book for 
the car which shows it as having been 
first registered in 1962. He actually 
bought the car to rebuild and use as a 
racer but became curious because its 
original colour is Almond green with 
a white roof, as well as also having 

boot-board brackets. The chassis number however, does not 
include the extra ‘S’. He wondered if by any chance it might be 
the remains of a Super. 

Although a Super should have an extra ‘S’ in the chassis number, 
in this case, Jerry’s car being a Morris, it should have the following 
chassis prefix: MAS4S. However, I have come across a few cars 
without the extra ‘S’ digit. As mentioned above, there is little left 
of the car but it does still have the switch panel with a key start, so 
that, together with the boot-board brackets and colour scheme, 
to me confirms it to be a Super. 

The very good news is that, despite its condition, Jerry now intends 
to rebuild the car properly and to its original specification - albeit with 
a few ‘driver-friendly’ modifications. 

At the time of writing I have had no members as yet offer their 
Super for display at this year’s Beaulieu meeting, on Sunday 12th 
June. There are three places available for the official register display 
and each driver receives a free entry ticket. Please do contact me 
as soon as possible to secure a place. In addition to the official 
display Tony Salter has agreed to allow us an area outside the arena 
but close by, to park all other Supers together. As I mentioned last 
month, it would be good to have an impressive large group of cars 
and in any condition, from immaculate examples to restoration 
projects on a trailer. 

Garry Dickens
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Finally, my usual request: if you own, have owned, or know of a 
Super, have any stories involving one, then please do let me know, 
even if the car no longer exists.

Garry Dickens

1275GT Register

With 10 years of GT production to 
consider, this month I am pleased to 
feature David Lowes car registered 
KMG 716W which was first registered 
on 14th November 1980. It is possibly 
the youngest car I have come across on 
our register.

The story of KMG has a familiar ring; in 
this case it was a head-on collision with 
a London Routemaster bus in Piccadilly 
that brought about its abandonment 
in 1988, with the added issue that the 
driver at the time was uninsured.

Cocooned away in a garage in Essex for 
the next 25 years awaiting its rebirth, 

KMG was eventually sold off as part of an estate dispersal following a 
bereavement to David. The vendor confirmed the car’s history and 
its subsequent abandonment.

David soon became aware that the GT was in excellent pre-accident 
condition, with effective rust proofing and dry storage for many years 
contributing to this and, as a result, on stripping the car down David 
found most components dismantled with ease. Thus, the condition 
and originality of the car gave David the inspiration to press on with a 
full restoration to a befitting standard.

January 2014 was the start of the project that began with the 
mechanicals. A strip of the engine showed little wear indicating 
that the 37,000 miles clocked were likely to be accurate. However, 
25 years standing had marked the bores where the rings had sat 
necessitating a +20 rebore, a task David entrusted to Green & White 
Minis. A lead free conversion to the cylinder head topped off the full 
rebuild with numerous new components along with the overhaul of 
the standard single SU carb.  New bearings, Synchro rings and an 
‘Aqua Blast’ clean of the gearbox completed the rework of the oily 
bits. David’s attention then turned to the shell.

David’s plan to repair the original shell was abandoned when his 
attempts to realign the body proved that the accident damage had 
been far more extensive than he had first considered. A lucky find 
of a period 1980 new old stock shell, complete with doors, boot 

Alan Clark

and bonnet saved the project and following its purchase it was sand 
blasted, etch primed and finished in 2 pack Russet Brown.

Similar care was applied to the original sub frames, which ended up 
with a powder coat finish along with the renewed and refurbished 
running gear.

Things became more challenging for David as he turned to the 
interior. A new head lining and black carpets (a compromise since 
a suitable brown set was not available) were the starting point.  

Original Shell beyond repair

New old stock shell stripped and ready for paint

Russet Brown repaint underway

Superb Engine bay detailing
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However, the original ‘deck chair’ striped seat material had to be 
specially sourced by the Newton Commercial team. Once the new 
seat covers were manufactured and fitted over new foams the final 
details of the trim and bright work could be completed including, new 
bumpers, lights, rubbers and side stripes.

Replica Dunlop D1 alloys were substituted for the original Denovos, 
which, although still able to hold air pressure, could never be 
considered viable for road use. However, David will be sure to keep 
them safe to add to his GT’s overall history.

The finished result is a car better than the day it was new, and one 
which will stand out at any event that David attends. Hopefully, his 
attendance at Beaulieu will allow us to see KMG in the metal. Let’s 
hope that the sun will shine on the day and all that highly polished 
paintwork David’s car now has.

Alan Clark

Faithfully recreated cloth interior

Finished and ready to drive and show

Modern MINI Cooper Register

Well, I suppose Spring is on its way, with 
daffodils in bloom, tulips are coming out, 
and Halfords have started selling Snow 
Foam having put away the de-icer and 
Anti-Freeze. I have had a number of emails 
and letters from Register members too! 

The first of the emails I have received is 
from Tom West in Aberdeenshire who 
wrote in to say the following:

I have had a number of sport cars over 
the years including: Jaguars, Porsches 
(my favourites) MGs, Triumphs and 
Morgans. But to the Minis ... David Young

My first Mini was an 850 and, although it was not in the finest 
condition, I urgently needed a car for the new job I had just taken. 
The job entailed charging about all over the southern counties and, 
since the pages of Motor Sport in those days were full of reports of 
MPG competitions, I drove to get maximum MPG from the Mini. 
This car achieved a maximum MPG of 49.95 miles. After two years 
of striving to keep this machine going, I had to give it up and bought a 
VW Beetle which ran without trouble for 14 years before I sold it. It 
lived in Orkney until, parked on a slip way one night it became a little 
damp. Once dried out it ran for a few more years until it finally died. 

My second Mini was bought to do the Italian Job. This was a 1275 MPI with 
the registration T55 COO, as we had the team number 55. It cost a bit to 
prepare it but it went to Italy and back three times over in the next three 
years without any problems. Hard plastic suspension joints and 1.5 “ of 
negative camber at the rear meant that it went well and even better once 
the ‘Cooper’ people fiddled with it. My co-driver has it now and is spending 
a great deal of pocket money, de-rusting and spraying it and having the 
engine and gear box rebuilt. With luck, it will be seen again on the Italian 
Job. While it was still in my care, I fell for a 3 door hatch with a 1600 engine. 
What a lovely little car. I kept it for a few years and then passed it on to my 
sister in law who was driving a dangerous looking Ford. Since she has had 
it, the car has lived outside and never gets serviced until something breaks 
when she rings me and lets me know about it. However, despite this 
barbarous treatment it still looks in remarkably good condition after a wash. 

On retiring we moved to Aberdeenshire. Living 400 metres up a Scottish 
hill we needed a 4 X 4 so Land Rovers entered the garage. These went 
well but the servicing cost at a Land Rover garage became silly so we 
changed back to a Mini Hatch. This one was a Countryman Diesel which 
I drove but did not like much as it just felt too heavy. However, my other 
half was very keen on having the five doors so I put up with it for a short 
while longer and then traded it in for a new 5 door hatch with a 3-cylinder 
twin turbo 1500 engine. I do like this car - it goes well and does over 50 
MPG. However, when I feel rich I shall buy a new 3 door hatch. 

I enjoy reading your column so keep up the good work! 

Tom West

Then I had the following nice email from Tanya Field:

I thought that I would let you know of our latest purchase, an early 
MINI.  Please find attached a photo (we are working to get him back 
to standard) and his build details.  He came to us with quite a few 
problems, but we’re busy working through them.  He’s covered 69,000 
miles and should be quite a good car once he’s had the obligatory time, 
money and effort spent on him.  From this we know that he was a 
press car, although his OBL registration did indicate this. I now know of 
two other people with OBL cars and another that’s currently for sale.

We have informally started the Y register for early MINIs, although this is 
currently no more than a Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1478657872446377/.  If we can get ourselves organised, it would 
be good for the Y Register to become a little more formal and of course 

Tanya Feild’s early modern  MINI
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7th July would be the perfect date to launch it.  However, that very much 
depends on the time constraints of myself and others, so it may not happen.

Tanya Field

Well, there’s a good idea. Maybe there could be a Modern MINI 
R50-53 group, an R56 Group, a F56 Group and a group for the 
Countryman.

Finally, I had the following short email from Nick Stansmore:

Hi, my name is Nick Stansmore and I have been a MCR member for 
18 years and I currently own 2 classic Mini Coopers. I am also the 
regional contact for the Dorset region of the MCR.

Please see attached a photo of my new acquisition for my 65th 
birthday. Purchased from Ridgeway, in Bournemouth, it is a Clubman 

Nick Stansmore’s Thunder Grey Cooper S Clubman

Cooper S in Thunder grey with black roof and mirrors and bonnet 
stripes. It also has a Chilli pack. As soon as I test drove one, I had to 
have one. A fantastic piece of kit.

Nick Stansmore

The hot news from Oxford is that a JCW MINI Challenge Car is 
being developed with input from EVO and the MINI Challenge. 
This will probably be available about June and will be a track day 
focussed car that will be useable as a day to day form of transport.  
Hopefully the big brakes, loud exhaust, proper LSD and a large rear 
spoiler will be incorporated!

Do keep the emails and letters coming, and remember to register 
your car’s details on the Modern MINI register. 

David Young

James Loukes fire eating JCW race car
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Derbyshire &           
  Nottinghamshire

7.00 pm 2nd Monday of 
the Month

Bluebell Inn (A 515) DE6 1NH Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb      

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

  Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

Woolpack Hotel, Market Place, Brigg, North Lincolnshire. 
(Car parking at the rear)

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049 0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 10th April  
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Pete Hiscocks 07742 770333 
minis@dsl.pipex.com

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

  Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Black Tiles, Martlesham Heath IP12 4SP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Phoenix, Hartley Wintney RG27 8RT Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Wiltshire & Dorset 2nd Wed each month 
email for details 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn  Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch BH23 7BQ on the second Wednesday in 
March, May, July, September and November at 8:00 pm;
And at Redlynch Sports and Social Club, Woodfalls Cross, 
The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN on the second 
Wednesday 8:00pm in February, April, June, December and 
Thursday 13th October (skittles evening)

Brenda Harris 
mcrwilts@gmail.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

REGION

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Kent region

Hi from Kent! 

Don’t forget that The Ham Sandwich Run this year takes place on the 21st August so, please contact us ASAP to book your space on this year’s run. 
We will limit the event to 40 cars so get in quick. Members from all regions are welcome on a first come first served basis!

Events for 2016
29th May - Deal Classic Car Show – Walmer Green
12th June - MCR National Mini Cooper Day – Beaulieu. 
2nd and 3rd July – KENT EVENT - Champagne Run, Voyage Région de Kent à la France
31st July – Region summer get together and picnic. Bearsted Green Classic Car Show for Kent Air Ambulance*
21st August – KENT EVENT - The Ham Sandwich Run 

New Venue for Monthly Meetings 2016
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
Meet on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm so see you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard 
Tel: 01304 330715 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Lincolnshire Region

Hello and welcome to our new region.  As the co-ordinator of the 
new MCR Lincolnshire Region, I thought that in this month’s regional 
report I would take the opportunity to introduce myself properly and 
share some of why I love Minis and my inspiration for founding the 
Lincolnshire Region.

My love of cars started from the pram, as a toddler while other 
children had baby grows, my mum custom made me some tiny 
overalls so that I could assist my dad in repairing his car. As I grew 
up most people around me owned a Mini. My mum and dad’s first 
car was a Mini, my aunties, uncles had them, the milk lady had a 
Mini Pick up, even the Vicar drove one. My mum also had a number 
of them through my teenage years of the 1980s and 90s, which my 
dad would keep on the road by buying complete scrappy ones for 
next to nothing and stripping off the good parts he needed. He once 
bought a car just for the bigger 1275cc engine and scrapped the rest, 
which is, of course, something nobody would dream of doing today. 
These cars were also the inspiration for my passion for engineering 
and at twelve years old I had an unwanted 850cc engine to learn on 
as to how engines work. I practiced taking it to bits and putting it 
back together. 

This ultimately led me to join the Royal Navy as marine engineer. After 
leaving the Navy, I owned a number of British built cars including, Land 
Rovers, Jaguars, Rovers and MG’s. Although after owning a little MGF 
for a number of years, I decided it was time to change it for something 
a little bigger and more practical but still for something that had the 
character of a BMC heritage vehicle. 

Therefore, I acquired my 2001 Mini Cooper R50 with its Rover Tri-Tech engine. I am now slowly personalising the car with some retro influenced 
parts, which earlier Minis had. The best part is that, even despite being 15 years old and having nearly 150k on the clock, it still looks great, runs 
brilliantly, and is defiantly as much fun as the smaller pre 1999 models. 
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While I did not miss my MGF, I did miss the social side of being a member of a 
national and local car club like the MG Car Club. So I decided upon joining the 
MRC but then to my dismay while there were some very active regions in the 
club and some great events across the UK, the Lincolnshire region was being 
a little neglected.  It is my experience that the more members get involved 
the better a club or event will be. With this in mind, I contacted the Chairman 
Robert Young and Regional Co-ordinator Patricia Webb, who were both very 
helpful and accepted my proposal to take on the task of promoting the MCR 
within the Lincolnshire region. I then arranged for a venue to hold the first 
regional meeting at the Woolpack Hotel in the market town of Brigg. I chose 
Brigg because it is central to all those in the north of the county and easily 
accessible from Lincoln in the centre of the county, Scunthorpe to the North 
West and Grimsby/Cleethorpes to the northeast. It is also close enough for 
anybody wishing to pop over the Humber Bridge from Hull, which is the most 
northern point of the region. 

As Lincolnshire is such a large county it is my aim that once the regular 
Lincolnshire North social evening is up and running, to then build upon that 
and organise further regular social evenings in the East, West and South of 
the region, so that regular meeting points are more accessible from all areas 
within the region.  As well as regular social evenings, I also hope to organise 
other regular regional events such touring assemblies, Club stands at events, 
and much more depending on what the membership would like. Lincolnshire 
members can be a part of the MCR on three levels from local social evenings, 
to regional and national events.

I also aim to make Lincolnshire a very inclusive region welcoming owners of all Mini/MINIs - as big or small we love them all. I have also had a very 
positive response from the region’s MINI dealer who has agreed to support the region in a number of ways.

If you are a MCR member within the Lincolnshire region and have some ideas of how we can grow the region together, please contact me as your 
regional representative.  

My email is miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk or telephone me on 07861 776341 after 6pm.

Hopefully, next month I will be reporting on the success of our launch event and first social evening and much more. 

Events for May
Thursday 5th - Social evening, 7pm, Woolpack Hotel, Brigg
Sunday 15th  Mini Racing, Mini 7 Racing Club, Cadwell Park, Louth, Lincolnshire. 
Tickets are £15 on the gate but do not forget to use discount codes BMCMINI when booking to get advanced tickets for just £8.

Until then, drive safe and see you soon.

Christopher Smith    

Mid Staffs Region

By the time you read this Drive it day will have just passed on 
the 24th April. For many this is often the first outing of the 
new year of their classic car of any sort, with the salted roads 
of winter a thing of the past by then. Considering that when 
new BMC cars showed significant rust after 3 or 4 years of 
use, they seem to last very well in old age - I guess like quite a 
few of their owners if the statistics about pension funds are to 
be believed. 

The Mid Staffs Region Drive it day outing was to the 
National Brewery Centre at Burton upon Trent, where 
we put on a display in the courtyard, enjoyed a Sunday 
lunch and a guided tour of the museum. Three Minis 
were on the entry list at the time of writing, so there 
should be some pictures to accompany next month’s 
report. In case anyone is wondering what Drive it day is 
about, and why it is held on a Sunday in April. Originally 
it was an initiative of the FBHVC to celebrate the 1,000 
mile trial held in 1900 to demonstrate the reliability and 
roadworthiness of the motor car. Sixty four cars took 
up the challenge which started from Grosvenor Place, 
London, which was a considerable challenge with 35 
making the finish back in London. The date is set by the 
FBHVC to be the nearest Sunday to the 23rd April 1900 
trial start date. It actually finished in 1900 on 12th May.

REGIONAL REPORTS

56 | www.minicooper.org

My Cooper named Monty
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Now to future Mid Staffs region events:

Monday May 2nd. Regular monthly meeting, which will be a traditional natter as it is also the Spring Bank Holiday.

Monday June 6th. I am hopeful of tying up the talk on tyres. Bridgestone is currently the manufacturer of choice.

Saturday June 11th. If anyone in the area is not making the trip to Beaulieu (which is on the 12th June) and would like to show off their Mini then 
please get in touch. There is an opportunity to take part in the parade as well as a static display.

Monday 4th July. Not only is it American Independence Day, but it is also our anniversary celebration. See next month for details.

I haven’t got any pictures of recent events this time so I thought a black and white picture from the past would be of interest. Taken on June 5th 
1966 at a sunny Mallory Park and I had the presence of mind to note the featured cars all of 50 years ago. The picture was taken near the back of 
the grid and Car No. 39 is Margaret Cooper in a Cooper S 999cc, No.10 is G. Martin in an 848cc Mini which might have been one of the John Aley 
‘budget’ racing Minis (500 quid, and with pumped up C41 tyres!) and the Imp was driven by J.A.Hudson.

Finally as usual, the Mid Staffs region meets at the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone, ST15 0PX on the first Monday of each month.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell@btinternet.com
01785 760211    

Suffolk Region

Our March Sunday Mystery tour took us via the A12 north to 
Darsham, then across country on the A1120 stopping at The Old 
Mill in Saxted Green for a Coffee break. Here there was added 
interest since the Lagonda Club happen to be holding their club 
meeting at the pub too. 

Our destination was the relatively new Crazy Horse, Indian 
motorbike and Morgan Dealership owned and set up by Paul 
Beamish. After a good look around the motorbike section, 
including a selection of retro clothing and helmets, we snacked 
in the American dinner. We then crossed the road to view the 
Morgan cars section to find it closed but, Curly Porter their 
mechanic appeared from the workshop and insisted in opening the 
showroom especially for our group. I noticed that the doors to the 
workshop were hastily closed and Curly then intrigued us by saying 
he had a special project running and if we knew what it was we 
would find it really interesting! We found out the secret this week 
in the local paper, as Curly was photographed sitting on one of two 
Indian motorbikes he had prepared for Guy Martin’s successful 
attempt on the televised Wall of death World Speed Record 
attempt. Well done Curly, and thanks from all of us for taking the 
time to show us the superb Morgans and even revving up the one 
with the F1 roar. Back into our pride 
and joys for a sunny run along the A14 
to near the Orwell Bridge where we 
parted for home. Jack Gray from St 
Osyth covered 153 miles and the rest 
of us averaged 120miles. 

We are looking forward to attending 
the first Classic show of the year at 
The White Lion Lower Ufford with 
good weather forecast. We have also 
started our club night runs now ending 
at a mystery Pub. So you are advised 
to contact me to find out our meeting 
place and time.

Please make a note of the following 
dates, 12th June Beaulieu, 15th June 
Heritage Factory Trip (names please) 
17th July Brands Hatch Mini Festival, 
7th Aug Helmingham Hall Classic & 
Sports Cars.

Ian MacPherson

Indian Motorcycle

Suffolk region Minis outside Crazy Horse Motorbike Dealership
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade.  Please quote your 
membership number when writing.  Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

REGIONAL REPORTS

Worcestershire Region

Mini Cooper Register Worcestershire Region and Mercia Minis put on a classic Mini display at Hanley Swan Village Hall Malvern to aid the Big 
Breakfast in aid of Cancer Research on April 3th.

Mick Rowley

MCR Worcestershire Region & Mercia Minis display at Hanley Village Hall Malvern
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