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Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £167.47
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48 . . . . . . £706.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741 . . . . £23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO . . . £13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54. . £27.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £85.80 full kit

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone 
springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Wheel Bearings

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013. . . . £31.20
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105. £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102. . . . . . £36.00

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Cooper S Distributor

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set 
- 998cc AJM1250 . . . . . £12.84

Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS. . . . £9.50
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300. £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set. . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189. . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381. . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO. . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

£40.69

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these stainless
internals in their ‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £58.80
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £76.28
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £34.80
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £27.60
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.71
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.69
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU

Tel: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . . £16.00
20/50 mineral oil & spin on 
filter (not MPI) SO4 . . £17.78
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) 

MSF166 . . . . . . . . . .£2.23 Clutches & Flywheels

£58.80

Each

£4.20

Forged Cranks
For 1275cc blocks 
and made in 
81.3mm and 86mm stroke
(bare forging only £576.00). . . . . . crank £1897.92

Steering racks - L/H or R/H   FAM7306/7 . . . . . . £62.82
MPi Sportspack type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1. . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine Unipart GSJ166. . . . . £15.36
Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . £8.18

Timken front genuine GHK1140  . . . . . . . . . £49.14
Minispares version front  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Timken rear GHK1805 late modified  . . . . . . £39.42
Minispares rear GHK1548MS   . . . . . . . . . . £14.39

NEW!  5 port alloy heads. . . . . . . . . from £1251.50
8 port head kits. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £2014.40
1380cc built Up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards. . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5. . . . . . . . £237.60
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft Evolution001 . new blanks,outright £89.10 
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £15.83
CNC Evolution Slot Drive Oil Pump . . . from £112.50
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift roller rocker set C-AHT446A £222.50
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
Duplex kit steel lightened C-AJJ3325 . . . . . . £60.04
21A1902 Mini Spares gen profile engine mount £8.34
21A1902MS Non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump . . . . £18.90
Minimum stretch single row chain 3H2127EVO. £19.44
Minimum stretch double row chain 2H4905EVO. £24.79

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves.

Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor arm 
12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

All other 25D to 59D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.00
A new distributor - cheaper than a conversion kit
Electric type of above (no points) . . . . . . . from £56.65
Also available are 3 electric types to match your
camshaft profile to our distributor design
Std to 276 cam spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.20
Above is ideal for our Evolution camshaft range
285 - 296 cam spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.80
310-315 cam spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £90.00

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 £21.78
Master cylinder GMC1008  . . £45.50
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 .£35.10
Grey Comp diaphragm C-AEG482. . . . . . . . . £37.75
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS. . from £18.28
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS. . . . £24.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £70.20
AP Std. clutch plate, Turbo, light tune  GCP204 . £33.12
AP road/rally Plate C-AHT595 180mm . . . . . . . . . . £88.78
AP Racing road/rally clutch C-AHT596 180mm. . . . . . £91.44
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel - race EN24  . . . . . . . . . . £209.08
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £60.30
3 Piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 Piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £118.80
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £122.40

New Gears

29 tooth A plus primary gears for 998 or 
1275, with floating bush for longevity, state cc £153.60
2nd gear for 4 synchro pre A plus £76.80

Engines:
Visit our website for the full
ENGINE PARTS LISTINGS
www.minispares.com/engines

Brakes:
For BRAKES go to:
www.minispares.com/brakes

Gaskets:
For GASKETS go to:
www.minispares.com/gaskets

For ELECTRICS go to:
www.minispares.com/electrics

Gearboxes & Diffs
For GEARBOXES go to:
www.minispares.com/gearboxes

Clutches:
For CLUTCHES go to:
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

Suspension:
For SUSPENSION go to:
www.minispares.com/suspension

Exhausts:
For EXHAUSTS go to:
www.minispares.com/exhausts

Brightwork:
For BRIGHTWORK go to:
www.minispares.com/brightwork

Steering:
For STEERING go to:
www.minispares.com/steering

Electrics:

Cooper S 7.5”disc and EBC pads MS35 . . . . Pr £53.60
8.4” disc and Mintex pads MSSK014 . . . . . . Pr £29.32
8.4”vented disc and pads MS39. . . . . . . . . . Pr £49.18
S caliper Mini Spares  R/H 27H4656MS . . . . . . £72.00
S caliper Mini Spares  L/H 27H4657MS . . . . . . £72.00
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper R/H 37H8128. . . . £65.17
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper L/H 37H8129 . . . . £65.17
S Disc conv. + Mini Spares caliper C-AJJ4028MS £450.66
S Disc conv + AP caliper & Timken bearings . . . £602.04
S brake disc shield set MSSK1400 R/H . . . . . . . £22.98
S brake disc shield set MSSK1401 L/H . . . . . . . £22.98
MK1/2 brake servo cast body 21A1293 . . . £216.00
Mk3 servo and non gen fitting kit SEN43 . . £144.00
Servo 1988 on GSM119 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £126.00
Single line plastic canister GMC171 . . . . . . . £44.40
Single line metal canister GMC171ORIGINAL . . . £66.96

The Choice is Yours!
Mini Spares offers you the choice of
genuine BL/Rover parts or of more

affordable or better value alternatives
of the best quality available.

Drivetrain:
For DRIVETRAIN go to:
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

www.minispares.com
All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either 
Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.                     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are
printing - check website for up-to-date prices.

£85.80

Package
Price

www.minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com website for pictures,
downloads, catalogues, current prices & special deals

Mail Order - 01707 607700
Mail Order also available direct from Mini Spares North 

Call 01423 881800 to order

Quite simply the Largest Stocks of Mini Spares in the World!

Mobile & tablet friendly

The Largest Stocks of
Mini Parts in the
World

Close
to A1M
& M25

Next to
M5 (J2)
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mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Shop on-line         at www.minispares.com - or visit our 3 great stores

The World Famous Mini Spares Centre Ltd......is the foremost authority and the largeststockist of classic Mini parts in the world!• Annual turnover in excess of £15 million • Our huge buying power = the mostcompetitive prices on the best quality parts!• We offer our own unique range ofexclusively designed or tooled up items.• Knowledgeable technical assistance staff

Free
Catalogue!
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

August magazine – 1st July
September magazine – 1st August
October magazine – 1st September

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2017   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates are 
aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/old 
inks while printing blankets are shredded and used for 
rubberised play areas and footpaths. The wrapping it 
comes in is degradable and will break down in the soil.

Cooper disclaimer 
The Cooper logo is the property of John 
Michael Cooper and should not be used 
without prior permission.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ  
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Sarah Voss 
0/2, 49 Kelvinside Drive, Glasgow, G20 6QD 
07988 864002 
youthcoordinator@minicooper.org 

Non Designated Committee Members 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 24.04.17.indd   1 27/04/2017   12:19



6 | www.minicooper.org6 | www.minicooper.org

INSURANCE FOR  
MINI COOPER REGISTER 
ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and 
members against a variety of claims. The key area it covers is 
‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to 
the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at 
shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of 
shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are 
planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many 
regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that 
we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a 
member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the 
ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a 
claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only 
offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini 
Cooper Register presence. If the stand organizer lets me know 
(address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the 
magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the 
event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers 
risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor 
and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, 
and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card 
at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card.  
01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available 
to Mini Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old  
01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK  
01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.
co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B. 
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 
01903 715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex 
JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk  
01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk. 
Tel. 01189 485132

Back Copies of  
the Magazine
These are now available  
online via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each  
plus p&p

Missing 
Magazines
Sometimes magazines  
go astray.

If your magazine does not 
arrive by the middle of  
the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do 
not have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT -  
PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be 
received by the 1st of the 
month for the following 
month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the 
magazine sent by email, 
so if you do not receive 
an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I 
have not received it. Please 
telephone me after a day 
or so to check if you do not 
hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press 
administer the membership -  

see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
I start this editorial with some sad 

news, in that two highly respected 
drivers from the heyday of the Mini 
in motorsport during the 1960s have 
unfortunately passed away recently. 
One of those individuals being Timo 
Makinen who was, and always will be, 
inextricably linked with the rallying 
success of the Mini. He will also be 
remembered as one of the greatest 
exponents of the sport. Bill Price has 
been kind enough to recount some of 
his memories of Timo when he was 

employed as a driver by the BMC Competitions Department in 
the 1960s.

The second individual who has left us is Sir John Whitmore. He 
may be less well known to some of you in having a link to the 
Mini in motorsport, but he certainly did so in the early1960s, 
when he was hailed as being one of the top touring car racing 
drivers of the time. Pete Flanagan has written an obituary about 
Sir John and his achievements in motorsport, but he has also 
touched on John’s life outside of it, giving us an insight into the 
character of this legendary racer. A further testament to Sir John 
was sent to Pete by Warwick Banks which I have included with 
Pete’s obituary.

Moving on to what else we have in this month’s issue of 
CooperWorld, and Peter Barker has sent me in his second article 
of a series of articles Peter is writing on the individuals that were 

associated with the former Abingdon Competitions Department. 
The candidate for this month’s article is Stuart Turner, who took 
over from Marcus Chambers to become the second manager of the 
Competitions Department.

Then we have an interesting Technical Topics article from our 
regular contributor Richard Pengelly, about nuts, bolts and studs. I 
imagine like me many of you have probably paid scant attention to 
the nuts, bolts and studs that keep our cars together – as long as 
they fit and tighten up then that’s about all we ever worry about 
in relation to such fixings. Well, you may have to give them a little 
bit more of you attention than you perhaps have been doing to 
date. I will leave it at that but urge to read Richard’s article on this 
apparent innocuous subject matter, and what you read may just 
surprise you – it did me!

It’s not often that I can say that we have quite a number of adverts 
in the back pages of the magazine but, for a change,I can this month 
as we do have quite a number of adverts. So, if you haven’t already 
visited the back pages to look at the adverts, don’t forget to do so 
as there might be something there for you. Alternatively, if you are 
looking to sell something, why not give it a go and place an advert 
in the ‘For Sale and Wanted’ section as it is free for members. I did 
it a couple of times myself and it worked! Just email me your advert 
and a photo if it helps and I will always include it in the very next 
available issue of CooperWorld.

Paul Sulma 

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.



drop in the club’s financial position over the last twelve months and, 
whilst we do have sufficient reserves within the club, for the first 
time in many years, we have gone into the red. The basic business 
model of the club, which has been in place since I became Chairman 
seven years ago, is that your subscriptions just pays for your copy 
of CooperWorld. The sponsorship money from Carole Nash, the 
profit from Beaulieu and the income we receive for carrying adverts 
in CooperWorld collectively pay to run the club. Unfortunately, 
our income from Beaulieu dipped last year as did the income from 
adverts for the second year in succession. With the printing costs 
for CooperWorld rising and, of course its postage, (on which we 
now have to pay VAT – thanks to a new directive from HMRC) 
both impacting in a negative way, have all contributed to us being in 
deficit last year.

Our subs last rose in January 2012 and with inflation alone, that 
five year period of keeping our subs unchanged, has meant we 
can no longer hold off the inevitable. At the AGM, the entire floor 
indicated they would be happy for the Committee to action a rise 
in subscriptions. We therefore, as a Committee, duly discussed the 
matter at our next meeting in early April and it was decided that 
an increase of £2 should be put in place, across all membership 
levels, from the 1st July 2017.  This, at £35 per year for single UK 
membership, we all feel, still represents excellent value and is in 
line with and in most cases, cheaper than many clubs - especially 
when it is considered what we offer for that money – CooperWorld 
continues to receive much praise from all quarters and that alone is 
worth the subscription. It was a difficult decision that we reluctantly 
took but this action had to be taken - the subs just had to rise. In 
these difficult times, it was not a decision we came to lightly but 
these days £2 does not buy much – not a pint of beer and certainly 
not a gallon of petrol. So, I hope we can rely on your continued 
support as members for this minimal increase in your annual 
subscription fee. We kept it as low as we possibly could.

See you at Beaulieu on 11th June with sunscreen - but don’t forget 
- go online to www.minicooper.org and follow the links to Beaulieu 
tickets to order your tickets in advanced in order to save on the 
day’s entrance price and speed up your entry.

Robert

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Beaulieu is almost upon us – where 
has the year gone already?  Final 

plans, crafted by Tony Salter, are 
swinging into place, trunk trader 
stands are filling up very fast and 
the main trade stand bookings have 
gone well, thanks to Graham Hendra. 
Graham is also masterminding the 
main feature of the event – Sawn not 
SORN, which as the title says, is all 
about chopped, cut, shut and generally 
reduced in size Minis – quite what 
he will have on the day is a mystery 

to me but I’m sure we will see some subtle and some outrageous 
concoctions in the main arena. 

Our Concours competition, will again, be a main feature and has been 
made a little simpler this year and we may well continue to streamline 
the classes next year too. Our President, Michael Cooper, a great fan of 
the Mk2 Cooper S, will judge that class and will be there with his much 
publicised Mk2 Cooper S for all to see.

Talking of celebrities, we will have Paddy Hopkirk there on the 
day, along with Stuart Turner and Bill Price from the Abingdon 
Competition Department. Christabel Carlisle will also be amongst 
us and will be signing and selling copies of her new book, ‘Christabel 
Carlisle – Mini Virtuoso’.  Ron Crellin and Paul Easter, both successful 
navigators in BMC Minis with Paddy Hopkirk and Timo Makinen are 
promised to attend. From the racing world we will see Gordon Spice 
and Peter Baldwin – both highly successful race drivers – and Peter 
is still winning today! Finally, we will have Car SOS’s Fuzz Townsend 
with us on the day. Fuzz, a Carole Nash ambassador, will I’m sure 
have his hands full signing autographs and having selfies. Graham 
Robson, our very experienced commentator, will no doubt interview 
most, if not all, of these guests of the club and all will be glad to talk 
and sign autographs.

All we have to hope for is the sunshine that we, on the Committee, 
ordered especially for the day turns up with his hat on. Look forward to 
meeting many of you in a few days time.

Those who attended the AGM will recall that we had a discussion 
about the level of our subscriptions. This was prompted by a 

We welcome the following new members who joined during April

NEW MEMBERS
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James Lowe, Romsey, Hampshire

Rossella & Graham Kench, Reading, Berkshire

Thomas Marmont, Warminster, Wiltshire

David Wenman, Churt, Surrey

Philip & Alexander Perry, Wokingham, Berkshire

Peter van der Leer, Zoetermeer, The Netherlands

Chris Atkinson, Auckland, New Zealand

Neil Griffin, Sandringham, Victoria, Australia

Robbie Wakefield, Watford, Hertfordshire

James & Vanessa Dawson, Plymouth, Devon

Adrian Mewse, Teddington, Middlesex

Stephen & Matthew Chandler, Hertford, Hertfordshire

Roland Drew & Robin Henderson, Tamworth, Staffordshire

Gehan de Silva, Stowmarket, Suffolk

Dan Williamson, Leeds, Yorkshire

Tim & Diana Guest, Lechlade, Gloucestershire

Gary & Sarah Taylor, Highbridge, Somerset

Andrew Hesford, Carmarthen, Sir Gaerfyrddin

Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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code of MCR for reduced price tickets which can be bought via the 
Brands Hatch website.
 
John Price is representing the club again at this year’s Silverstone Classic 
event on the 28th & 30th July. Tickets are available from the Silverstone 
Classic website at http://www.silverstoneclassic.com/. The last day for 
booking is 31st May. Please email John for a space on the club stand and 
the discount code for tickets is at SC_15@icloud.com

Write ups next month for the London to Brighton and the Snetterton 
Mini Festival.

That’s all for now!
Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at http://
www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or scan the 
QR code with your smart phone to visit the page.

The events season is well and truly 
underway with some great events 

having taken place already, such as the 
Downton Classic Car Show where 
members from various regions joined 
the Wilts & Dorset Region at this show 
who hosted a fantastic MCR display 
stand - well done guys. Then many of our 
members attended the Mk1 Performance 
& Conversions track day at Blyton Park 
too. This is another superb event on and 
off the track and, again this year, raised 
money for Cancer Research. Well done 
to all involved with putting on this event. 

Many of you were out and about on St Georges Day, which also 
coincided with Drive It Day. The Kent Region hosted a breakfast run 
with 28 cars taking part. A full write up on this event elsewhere in this 
month’s magazine. 

The Brands Hatch Mini festival is on the 8th & 9th July. We will have a 
club stand at this event hosted by the Kent Region. We have a discount 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

0843 453 9000  MINI-FESTIVAL.CO.UK
*Advance tickets available until midday Thursday 6 July. Postage fee applies. 

Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

ONLINE* TICKETS FROM £19   KIDS UNDER 13 FREE

SPECIAL

DISCOUNTS

AVAILABLE FOR MINI 

OWNERS AND CLUBS

See website for details

  ALL MINI RACE LINE-UP    CAR CLUB STANDS    TRADE VILLAGE     
  FREE GRID WALK    MINI TRACK PARADES    LIVE EVENING MUSIC 
  KIDS YOUNGDRIVE SESSIONS    CAMPING    FUNZONE PLUS MORE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 

Brought

 

to

 

you

 

by

A WEEKEND OF MINI RACING AND HUGE MINI DISPLAYSA WEEKEND OF MINI RACING AND HUGE MINI DISPLAYS

For more details on this event, which is open to classic mini saloons only, contact: Niall Cook, Secretary of the Meeting
Mob. 07881 302577          Email: nialltcook@hotmail.com

Alternatively, visit our website www.northumberlandbordersally.co.uk  or find us on Facebook

10 | www.minicooper.org
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand 
Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance

June

Event: Mini and Metro Show
Date: 4th June
Location: British Motor Musuem.
Contact: www.britishmotormusuem.co.uk

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring
Date: 4th June
Location: Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. Displays, 
traders, club stands, autojumble.
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day
Date: 11th June
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINI’s. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org 
 
Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival
Date: 17th-18th June
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Festival of Speed
Date: 22nd – 25th June
Location: Goodwood
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

July

Event: Mini Festival 2017
Date: 8th – 9th July
Location: Brands Hatch
Contact: www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Lavender Run
Date: 23rd July
Location: Worcester
Contact: www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx
 
Event: Silverstone Classic
Date: 28th-30th July (Club presence likely to be one 
day TBC)
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire
Contact: events@minicooper.org

Event: BMC Family Sports Car Day
Date: 30th July
Location: Castle Combe
Contact: Bristol Motor Club

August

Event: Croft Nostalgia
Date: 5th August
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car. 
Contact: www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/nostalgia

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill
Date: 4th – 6th August
Location: Marley Eternit Sports and Social Club, 
Whaddon Road, Royston, Cambs SG8 5RL
Contact: www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park
Date: 13th August
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Mini Festival 2017
Date: 19th August
Location: Oulton Park 
Contact: www.oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe
Date: 19th August
Location: Castle Combe
Contact:  Graham Robinson –  

mk2registrar@minicooper.org

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 2017
Date: 20th August
Location: Kent
Contact: Justin Ridyard – h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Motorsport at the Palace
Date: 27th-28th August
Location: Crystal Palace 
Contact: www.motorsportatthepalace.co.uk

September

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble
Date: 2nd -3rd September 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting
Date: 8th-10th September
Location: Goodwood
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day
Date: 11th September
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show
Date: 16th – 17th September
Location: Event City, Manchester
Contact:  Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or  

Pete Flanagan

Event: Polderroute Part 8 – Belgium Minis on Tour 
Date: 17th September
Location: Belgium 
Contact:  /www.belgianminisontour.be/pages/190235/

Kalender.html

Event: Drive Days at Shelsley Walsh – autumn 
Date: 22nd September
Location: Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb, Shelsley Walsh, 
Worcester, Worcestershire WR6 6RP
Contact: www.shelsleywalsh.com/

Event: OhSoRetroShow 2017
Date: 24th September
Location: Margate, Kent
Contact: www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

Event: Minis to Ireland 2017
Date: 21st-28th September
Location: Ireland
Contact:  Lesley Young -  

membership@minicooper.org

Event: MiniSport Action Day
Date: 30th September
Location: Castle Combe
Contact:  https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/shows/mini-

action-day/17/9/2016/

October

Event: British Mini Fair 2
Date: 15th October
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley - 
rminimick@aol.com

November

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show
Date: 10th- 12th November
Location: NEC Birmingham
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.orgAdverts – Off Peak Run 

 

 



The MCR’s National Mini Day at Beaulieu 
Sunday 11th June 2017

Plans for our National day in June are progressing well. The main arena is slowly filling up with Mk11 
Coopers and Ss, although I am sure Nick and Graham would welcome more. The ‘sawn not sorn’ display is 
progressing although Graham Hendra is still on the lookout for more shortened, sprinted or chopped cars. 
So please contact Graham on graham@freedomhp.co.uk if you have a car that could be suitable.

The display of modified R53 Cooper Ss has been arranged by the Modern MINI registrar David Young, and will 
comprise a display of cars from Sussex Road and Race, who have kindly offered to bring 5 cars!

The registrars will be looking for cars to put on their respective stands, so if you have a car available, why not 
call or email them and a free entry ticket could be yours!

Trade stands are being booked regularly, so there will be plenty of Mini parts to buy.  If you need to 
sell some old bits and pieces from your hoard, then why not book a trunk trade pitch for just £10 in 
advance or £15 on the day for a pitch; but no tables or large vans, just a sheet or similar on the ground. 
This is definitely for the non-professional seller.  It is normally very popular and last year we were 
nearly oversubscribed.

There is still plenty of room for regional stands so, if your region is interested in booking a space then you can 
either contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org or use the form on the website.  A regional stand is ideal for a 
trip out as a group and then parking together at the show amongst other regions.

The concours  still has space available as I write, a few people have already entered, but there is plenty of room 
for more.  As I have said previously, the concours is an opportunity to show off your car, possibly win a trophy 
and some AutoGlym goodies whilst having a parking spot right in the arena!  If you look at the details on the 
website you will see that changes have been made to the regular classes in an effort to make the concours 
more attractive to a wider group of people.

Helpers are always needed for the show.  If you can offer a couple of hours of your time, I can give you a free 
ticket and some lunch vouchers as well my appreciation. 

Finally, advance tickets are available now from the ticket line. Go to www.minicooper.org and follow the 
Beaulieu link. For more information either contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org or go to our website www.
minicooper.org and follow the Beaulieu link.

Tony Salter  

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.

Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers
This year’s date for the show is the 11th June 

and, as usual, I am in need of volunteers to 
help with marshalling. There are two shifts, one 
from 8:00am to 10:30am and the later one from 

10:30am to 1:00pm. 

As you can see I only need 2 ½ hours maximum 
of your time. In return I can offer a free entry 
ticket, a meal voucher and the opportunity to 

see many of the cars that come to our show. The 
remainder of the day is your own.

Please either call me on 02380 560073 (eves 
only) or email me on beaulieu@minicooper.org  

Helpers are essential to the running of our national 
day and your help is very much appreciated. 

If you are interested in

helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073

alternatively email me on

beaulieu@minicooper.org

Trade Stands
We are now taking bookings for Trade 
Stands for this year’s National Mini Day at 
the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, New 
Forest, Hampshire and we are pleased to say 
that the cost of stands is being held at last 
year’s level.

We are restricted on space for stands, so they will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis.  
Early booking is therefore essential to ensure 
your place and booking must be made in advance 
as it will not possible to turn up on the day. Each 
5m x 5m trade stand will be £45 plus the cost of 
an entrance ticket per person attending. Please 
go to our website www.minicooper.org, follow 
the Beaulieu tab, to see the latest update on the 
trade stands and availability. 

 
Please email or call Graham Hendra on:  
email graham@freedomhp.co.uk   
Phone 07808 705550

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 
website www.minicooper.org and email 

it to Ian Hitchman at:  
treasurer@minicooper.org

If you do not have access to a computer
call Ian Hitchman on 01302 883550 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket.

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble.   We will have an 
area reserved for private autojumbling from 
a non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket.   

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter (02380 560073).
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EVENTS

The MK 1 Performance Action Day –Blyton Park
By Pete Flanagan

The fourth MK 1 Performance Action Day took place on 
Sunday April 30th in aid of Cancer Research UK. We 

returned to a one day format for this year and featured 
60 classic Minis and derivatives booked for our annual 
open pit lane track day. Off track there was a lot to 
see, including Jeroen Booij’s ‘Maximum Mini’ display 
celebrating 50 years of the Cox GTM. A good variety of 
classic Minis were also in attendance on the day, together 
with a modest but well stocked trade area, and a very 
entertaining Saturday night Q&A with our special guest 
Gordon Spice, which was very well received.

Some of the picks from the Maximum Mini display were Jeroen 
Booij’s 1966 Le Mans Mini Marcos which was making its first appearance 
in the UK since 1967, Gary Marlow’s similar time warp Marcos racer and 
Tim Carpenter’s chassis number one 1966 Unipower GT, which went 
very well around the track on a set of old Rally Specials!  

Classic Minis were present in all shapes, ages and sizes from Ex- Works 
rally cars to Radfords and Police cars. Simon Drew brought along his 
barn find Mk1 special saloon and took home the Car of the Day award. 
Other award winners were; Barry Long who won Best Track Car for 
his superb Suzuki powered Maguire racer, and Best Mini was won by 
Richard Skidmore’s 1959 Ex-Works rally car replica. The Maximum Mini 
award was won by Gary Marlow for his racing Marcos and finally the Big 
End award, usually given to the driver that’s been under the bonnet all 

day, or has a wheel fall off, or has overcome adversity to 
one degree or another, went to Ian Summerill who was 
unfortunate enough to have a scaffolding pole spear his 

Mk1 Mini whilst on the way to Blyton! The offending pole 
fell from the back of a truck on route and Ian was very lucky 

to escape with minimal damage and a broken windscreen. He 
managed to find a replacement in the autojumble which he fitted, 

and then enjoyed the rest of his day on the track! 

Many thanks go to Bob Fox and Gordon Spice for entertaining us, and 
especially Gordon for his donation of books and DVDs, which were 
sold off and added to the charity collection. Thanks to Mark Forster of 
Mk1 Performance Conversions, to the marshals ,especially Jan and John 
who worked tirelessly yet again this year, and helped us to collect over 
£2,000 on the day for Cancer Research. Thanks also to all of you who 
came from far and wide, donated and enjoyed your day!  

Pete Flanagan

Cox GTMs on track

Barry Long’s Maguire race car

Simon Drew’s Mk1 special saloon racer, with 
the Newtune racer of James Palmer behind it

Early 1275GT on track Richard Skidmore’s ‘59 Ex-Works replica
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Simon collects his award from Gordon Spice

Blake Elkins’ Parisian 1275 S Dean Davies in his Innocenti Cooper

Pete Henry’s Minisprint Tim Carpenter’s Unipower GT

Gary Marlow’s time warp Marcos with Jeroen 1966 Le Mans racer Steve Burkinshaw’s Radford Estate

Steve Murphy on the parade lap

Photo Credits ; Pete Flanagan, Stuart Watson and Downton Photography
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Events - St George’s Day Breakfast Run 2017
By Justin and Annemarie Ridyard

The meeting venue for the run was at the Airport Café in Sellinge 
just outside Folkestone. Most of the 28 crews taking part tucked 

into a full English breakfast to set themselves up for the day. Packs 
were handed out, rally plates were fixed to the participating cars, and 
navigators were briefed on the joys of Tulip navigation. The crews then 
set off on the run in fine spirit. 

The route took the crews along some of Kent’s finest lanes and along 
some that weren’t so fine and in need of repair (pot holes clearly 
marked in the Road Book provided). Then the route navigated the 
crews out to the Kent Marshes before coming inland again through 
the scenic villages of Ham Street and Appledore for a coffee stop in 
High Halden. After a quick coffee and leg stretch, the crews and cars 
made their way over the M20 to drive through some small villages and 
hamlets around Charing and Challock and onto Wye Brook. 

The run finished in Ashford at Broad Oak MINI, who are great 
supporters of our events in the Kent region. The event was the first 
outing for the Club’s ‘rally arch’ which I’m sure you will see out and 
about at many events over the next few years, including over the gate 
at our National Mini day at Beaulieu. 

After a tot up of the answers to the questions which were contained 
in the Road Book, we had a clear winning crew who answered 100 
percent correctly all the questions and they were Bob Mattingly and 
Ray Spiers. Other prizes on the day were given for the Best Car which 
was chosen by Harry from Broad Oak, who had also taken part on the 
run, with it being his first experience of one. Harry decided that the 
award should go to Paul Clare’s Mini. I had miscalculated the award 
for furthest travelled, in not remembering that both Jonathan and 
Sarah Voss were living away from their Kent home, thus they beat the 
competition by a clear distance. 

It was another lovely day down in Kent with MRC members from many 
regions attending. Our granddaughter, Primrose, enjoyed the day but 
was very tired at the end of it. However, she did wear her Future Mini 
Driver T-shirt we had purchased for her at the IMM last year.

Thanks again to Harry, Matt and Neil of Broad Oak for their help 
and hospitality.

Justin Ridyard & Annmarie Ridyard

Breakfast at the Airport Café 
never disappoints!

Some of the crews enjoying a 
hearty breakfast

Checkered flag start for all the participants

Contact Justin & Annmarie on h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk for details of the 
next Kent Region run – The Ham Sandwich Run 20th August 2017.

Navigational Winners – Bob Mattingly and Ray Spiers

Car of the Day – Owner Paul Clare being presented his award

Furthest Travelled award – Jonathan and Sarah Voss (Norwich & Glasgow)
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Stuart Turner
By Peter Barker

The second of our Competitions Department interviews is with Stuart Turner, 
BMC Competitions Manager from 1961 to 1967. Based on an interview 

originally published in MiniWorld magazine Stuart talks about his BMC days.

Stuart Turner rose from being one of the best UK rally navigators of the late 
1950s, to one of the most successful Team Managers of the 1960s and 70s. 
He then went on to become Director of Motorsport for Ford Europe before 
retiring in 1990. His rise to fame as a Team Manager during the 1960s was 
based upon the BMC team’s achievements with the Works Mini Coopers.

“My first impressions of the Mini were formed by taking one on the 1959 
Mini Miglia Rally with Pat Moss. She was a fantastic driver who had risen to 
the top based upon her ability, rather than by being Stirling Moss’s sister. 
She borrowed an early 850 Mini from Marcus Chambers (then BMC’s 
Competitions Manager) and we took it on this rally within weeks of the 
car’s launch. It was clearly miles better than the opposition and we won 
the rally by several minutes rather than the usual seconds. Pat complained 
about the lack of power, despite being much faster than everything else, 
and I got very wet feet as the car leaked water and a huge puddle formed 
in the footwells! I remember the sense of speed compared to other cars at 
the time and the fact that the car looked so different; it’s hard to understand 
just how much impact the Mini made back then, it was so completely unlike 
anything else around. I have to admit that I thought it was an interesting car 
but its competition potential was not obvious to me.”

One person to whom the Mini’s potential was obvious was John Cooper.
“There would have been no car without John Cooper, he forced the Mini 
Cooper’s development through BMC in much the same way that Colin 
Chapman did with the Lotus Cortina at Ford. By the time I joined BMC 
in 1961 the Mini Cooper was already in existence. John was in control of 
the racing side of things but we always worked well together. I never had a 
cross word with John, he and I were after the same thing, better and better 
performance for the Mini Cooper. Rallying development really followed 
racing in those days, the class sizes (based on engine capacity) were largely 
the same for both so, whatever John wanted suited us just fine. John was such 
an enthusiast; I can recall him seeing an up and coming racing driver named 
Jackie Stewart testing at Silverstone for the first time. He stood by the track 
shouting ‘sign him, sign him’, as Jackie’s potential was so clear to him, and of 
course Jackie went on to become World racing Champion with Tyrrell.”

The way that the MG factory in Abingdon was set up was ideal for the 
quick decision making and implementation that the BMC Competitions 
Department needed to remain on top.

“From my office I could see apple trees. All the best motorsport 
development shops have had an orchard setting. It’s important to be 
independent, away from Head Office. The General Manager of MG at 
Abingdon, John Thornley, was a motorsport enthusiast. He was a super 
character and a great motivator of people. My predecessor, Marcus 
Chambers, had assembled an excellent team of mechanics. I don’t recall 
making a single change to the technical team during my time as Team 
Manager, they were superb. They were mostly local men and that really 
helped them in working together. There was a feeling of being equals; 
any one of the team would have done anything to help a fellow team 
member. There was none of the ‘us and them’ attitude anywhere in the 
team and that included management and drivers. If there were industrial 
relations problems they came from outside, Cowley or Longbridge.

I was 27 when I started at BMC, but I was amongst legends. The MG 
Chief Inspector (Alec Hounslow) had been Nuvolari’s riding mechanic 
before the war (when Grand Prix cars had a crew of two, one to drive 
and one to keep the car running). John Thornley and Sid Enever, two top 
MG men, had been involved in racing MGs and record breaking attempts 
since the war, so there was plenty of competitive spirit. It was rather 
biased to MG of course, which meant that some people were not as 
euphoric as they might have been about the Mini’s success when it came!”

Once Stuart had adopted the mantle of Team Manager the innovations 
came thick and fast. The BMC team were the first to use a service 
‘umbrella’ on rallies, the first to systematically use pace notes and they 
developed the pre-event ‘recces’ to a very high level with up to the 
minute ice and gravel notes provided for Works crews. All this helped 
keep them well ahead of the opposition.

“Back in the 50s I had been single handily writing the club magazine 
for my local motor club. In it I used to write articles on rally navigation 
techniques and I was persuaded to put these articles into my first book 
‘Rallying’ published in 1960. It has been reprinted many times and it 
paid for the deposit on my first house. Competing against other top UK 
navigators, I got to know them all well and so when I went to BMC I got 
many of them involved. Mike Wood, Tony Ambrose, Henry Liddon and 
I formed a sort of co-driver’s think tank and we used to spend hours 
developing new techniques. For example, we contacted the RAF to see 
what they knew about accurate communication between aircrew. It 
turned out that our pace notes for rally crews were already in advance 
of anything they had and we ended up giving them ideas!’

The previous BMC policy to only hire British drivers also came under 
Stuart’s close scrutiny.

Stuart discusses tyre options 
with Timo Makinen on the 
Monte Carlo Rally.

Stuart in discussions with Rauno 
Aaltonen and Henry Liddon
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“I had no time for ‘precious’ drivers. I wanted the best talent available 
and that was just starting to emerge from Scandinavia. I had sat 
alongside Erik Carlsson (and won the RAC Rally) so I knew first hand 
just how good they were. It was also around then that many top 
sportsmen and sportswomen were becoming professional for the first 
time, and international rallying was no exception. Make no mistake 
though, there were some excellent amateurs; I had the highest regard 
for the Morley brothers for instance, but as farmers in Suffolk they 
would never do rallies in August on account of the harvest. We used 
to hold regular driver test days at Silverstone and we’d take every 
car in the workshop. Drivers would have to jump into whatever was 
available and we’d time a few laps. There was no time to set the car 
up or whatever, we needed instant results!

When we found our Scandinavian stars, Rauno Aaltonen and Timo Makinen, 
I sat them alongside British co-drivers I trusted. This integrated them into 
the team, it forced them to speak English for example, and it meant that I 
had someone to comment on their performance and potential.”

Having got the best available driving and co-driving talent contracted to 
the team, it was a matter of getting them to work together.

“Timo was a great extrovert, the party never stopped with him. 
Once on the stages however he was fantastic. His 1965 Monte Carlo 
Rally winning drive is still the all time best rally drive in my opinion. 
Rauno by contrast was a great thinker, always developing the car. The 
number of restaurants we left clutching the paper tablecloth on which 
Rauno had just redesigned the Mini’s sump guard or suspension were 
legion. Paddy Hopkirk, once he had got the 1964 Monte win under 
his belt, brought a more relaxed dimension to the team and also a 
talent for publicity. I was lucky really; by chance my three top drivers 
complemented each other nicely.

There wasn’t any special management technique to getting the best 
out of them. It was really a matter of passion; I was absolutely burning 
to win and I hope that that communicated to the rest of the team. I 
remember a mechanic, Robin Vokins, being briefed to check on the 
state of ice on one particular corner on a critical stage on the 1967 
Monte. He got there to find that the police had closed the road ahead of 
the rally but he was so fired up that he ran all the way up the stage and 
back down again just to phone through the state of this particular bend. 
That was the year that Rauno won by only 13 seconds so it may well 
have made a difference.

If Timo was the fastest driver then Henry Liddon was the most 
professional co-driver and quite a character himself. We lost him one 
year on a recce in Bulgaria, so a mechanic and I went to the British 

Embassy in Sofia and asked if any news of him had come through. ‘Oh 
yes’ they said, ‘we’ve heard of someone up country with a broken car’. 
Off we went to the village they thought he was in and we were met 
by the sight of Henry walking down the main street followed by all the 
village children. They treated him like the messiah!’

With everything in place the results with the Works Mini Coopers came 
thick and fast. Three Monte wins between 1964 and 1967, four if you 
count the win on the road in 1966, and 106 other major international 
awards between 1962 and 1970, although Stuart Turner left Abingdon in 
1967. In 1965 Rauno Aaltonen was European Rally Champion, effectively 
the World Rally Champion of the time, in a Mini Cooper S. Amongst all 
this glory was there one moment which stood above the rest?

“Standing on the waterfront in Monte Carlo and waiting with Alec 
Issigonis whilst his baby, which I had managed, won the 1964 Monte 
Carlo Rally has to be high on the list. It was fantastic; we even had 
dinner with Fangio who was there for the occasion. What an honour.”

Stuart always had a keen sense of publicity and so his move to be Head 
of Publicity for Castrol in early 1967 seemed a natural move at the time.

“I’d worked with BMC’s Director of Publicity, Raymond Baxter, on 
promoting the Competitions Department and felt that I wanted a move 
in that direction. I drew up a list of 28 items for consideration by John 
Thornley, including the appointment of a full time Competitions Press 
Officer, and many of which were taken up and would still hold good today. 
I moved to Castrol in 1967 but, within a year or so, was made an offer I 
couldn’t refuse by Ford, to manage the rally programme for the up and 
coming Escort and I found myself back in the hot seat once more.”

Stuart went on to manage another huge rally success with the Escort, 
but that’s a different story.

“The writing was on the wall for BMC even back then though. I’d 
been warning about the danger of Porsche domination of rallies since 
1965 but no one believed me, they thought I was crying wolf. The Mini 
was victim of its own success; it kept on winning so no new car was 
developed to take its place.”

Having given over 40 years of his life to motorsport and achieving so 
much, Stuart Turner is rightly held in great respect by those in that sport. 
One of the building blocks of his great reputation was the success of the 
Works Minis in rallying and every Mini owner can be proud of that.

Peter Barker 2017

Stuart being interviewed by the Barry Gill and with 
Grand Prix driver Ronnie Peterson.

Stuart with one 
time Grand Prix 
team boss and 
latterly TV pundit, 
Eddie Jordon.
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It is with great sadness that I find myself recalling memories 
of the greatest natural rally driver of the period. Timo 

was brought up with vehicles as his father operated a heavy 
haulage company giving him early experience driving on 
gravel roads. His first rally was with brother Harri in a 
Triumph TR3 where they managed 3rd in Class. Timo loved 
driving and took part in local events with some success. He 
was employed by Raoul Falin the boss of Oy Voimavaunu Ab, 
the Morris importer in Helsinki who sponsored him in local 
rallies. Stuart Turner was approached by Raoul suggesting 
he might like to give Timo a drive. I recall collecting Timo 
from the Kensington Palace hotel to bring him to see Stuart 
at Abingdon – although his lack of English resulted in a rather 
quiet drive. Stuart offered him an entry in a Mini Cooper in 
the 1962 RAC rally – a wise move with Timo claiming a class 
win with English co-driver John Steadman.

Timo had made a good impression and so was entered in 
the 1963 Monte in an Austin Healey 3000 with Christabel 
Carlisle as co-driver – after some petrifying recce miles, 
Christabel had difficulty with the navigation on the rally, 
and she found herself having to get Timo to go faster on 
some sections to make up time. They won their class in 
very snowy conditions, and when Timo was asked about his 
co-driver he said ‘10 out of 10’. Following another terrific 
performance, this time in a rear wheel drive car, established 
Timo as the second Flying Finn.

Timo was then entered with Don Barrow on the 1964 
Alpine. However, they were having a coffee in Marseille 
before going out on a night recce, and watched some lads 
playing a game machine where a model car was steered 
along a moving road – best score was 9 – Timo went to the 
machine, cigarette in left hand and with one hand scored 3 
– the lads could not believe it and asked Timo to do it again 
– score 2! – He was always the competitor.

In 1964 I took a Mini Cooper to Finland for a lone entry by Timo in the 
1000 Lakes. Before I flew home, Timo asked “you want come recce?” 
Try anything once so; off I went in a VW Variant with Timo accompanied 
by a blond haired rally driver friend. In the dark I only lasted about 10 
kms before my stomach said enough and I got out while they finished the 
run. – I only found out later his ‘pupil’ was Hannu Mikkola!

Now partnered with Paul Easter, the 1965 Monte Carlo rally proved to be 
one of their greatest drives of this period. Heavy snow in the St Claude/
Chambery area resulted in Timo’s car, No.52, being first through Gap (I 
was there) with the cars now running in numerical order. Timo arrived 
first in Monte without penalty, the only clean sheet out of only 35 finishers 
and an 11 minute lead - a tremendous effort. On the Mountain Circuit, 
mechanic Peter Bartram, who built his car, recalls when the car stopped 
at La Bollene service point with glowing brake discs, Peter asked, “Any 
problems?” “No” was the answer, so Peter said “Go, and don’t cook the 
brakes!” On the Mountain Circuit 4 minutes were lost for tyre changes, but 
Timo finished first, 20 minutes in front of Eugen Bohringer (in a Porsche). 

An added bonus for Timo and Tuula was the birth of their son Marco, 
three weeks after the Monte, and the first of their three sons.

In 1965 at the Luxembourg Slalom where Paddy was competing, Timo 
called in after winning his class in the Tulip, and was invited to do a 
couple of demonstration runs in the wet, being faster by miles than any 
other saloon. I recall a serious Timo marching to the event with other 
competitors carrying their national flags trying hard not to laugh while 
carrying his national flag and being the only Finn!

I have to mention the 1965 RAC rally – another fantastic drive in very 
icy and snowy conditions; Timo led most of the way until near the end. 

With no traction at the start of a stage, and despite Paul bouncing on 
the bumper, they lost time and thus allowing team mate, Rauno, to beat 
them to the finish. I think many of us thought that with this drive in the 
big Healey they deserved to win.

On the 1967 1000 Lakes, which was his hat-trick year, his car was 
photographed on a stage with the bonnet vertical – he was still 3rd fastest, 
using his sideways and left-foot braking skills. Before the rally, mechanics 
Roy and Bob were treated to a ride in his Donzi speedboat powered by 2 
inboard 6 cylinder engines – what a ride! Timo loved power boats and in 
1969 won the inaugural Round Britain Power Boat race in an Avenger boat 
named Avenger Too, with two crewmates, the boat powered by 3x 125 hp 
Mercury outboards – 1,381 miles at 37 knots.

After his BMC days, Timo moved to Ford and then a year with 
Lancia where he continued to excel. He made a comeback, with a 
few old BMC friends at Abingdon, for a one off drive in the 1980 
1000 Lakes (Triumph TR7 V8) but his co-driver made an error and 
they ran out of fuel.

He was loved by the mechanics, generous and a very good friend. I 
don’t remember him ever being angry on a rally. He liked his drink but 
that did not affect his results. One final point – when driving a Mini with 
his Morris connections at home, we always badged his car as a Morris.

Some experts considered Timo to be reckless, but in my opinion, he 
was so quick that we could not build a strong enough car to outlast his 
speed. If one looks at the number of retirements through going off the 
road with BMC, that answers the question!

Bill Price

Memories of Timo Makinen - 1938-2017
By Bill Price

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES
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FORUM PHOTO  
COMPETITION Winner

 
With spring breaking through, the subject for 
April’s competition was Minis and/or Flowers.
For a nice bit of lateral thinking, the winner was  
997GUO (Malcolm Voss) and his photo titled  
Mini and Tulips.

www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

01376 574000 
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Classic Car  -  Modern Car  -  Classic 4x4 
Classic Military  -  Classic Bike  -  Classic Commercial

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great 
deal on your RENEWAL, our classic 

car policies deliver exceptional 
cover at very affordable premiums

Our ‘BEST’ Deal In 
CLASSIC MINI INSURANCE

Single Car 
Policies

Multi-Car 
Discounts

Modern & Classic 
Cars on One Policy* 

MCR Member Discounts

Special Rates 
for Collections 

FREE Agreed Value 

FREE Breakdown & 
Recovery 

All Minis 10 years 
& older

£75
 from

 50%
 up to

 Terms & Conditions apply

 PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers.  
*Subject to Insurers terms please ask for details

A letter from ‘Down under’

Even though I’m on the other side of the planet, I always look 
forward to receiving my copy of CooperWorld. The April issue 
included three items that I found particularly interesting:

The Chairman’s comment on insurance – I have a policy which is an 
agreed market value linked; with no prompting from me my insurer 
has increased the insured value on my 1970 Cooper S Mk11 by an 
average of 10% every year (presently A$55,000).

Richard Pengelly ‘The Editor thought it would be fun to photograph 
his Morris 1100…after the odometer had turned up 10,000 
miles…’ One of my other cars is a (purchased new) 1996 BMW 
M3. When the odometer reached 333,000kms I set the trip meter 
to 0 enabling me to take a photograph with an odometer reading 
of 333333 333.3 – I was worried that the last .3 would turn over in 
the middle of Brisbane city but, luckily, I was in a country town at 
that point and just pulled over after clearing the outskirts.

Sarah Voss is right, people, and especially young people, who may 
not own, but do have a soft spot for our favourite little car, should 
be encouraged to join the club. It is such a tiny little thing and 
never fails to attract big smiles, particularly from children (probably 
thinking ‘now that’s about my size!’) and young adults. Get them 
hooked then reel them in; we need them to continue to keep Minis 
alive and on the road when we are too old and decrepit to do so.

Pity I don’t live in the UK (although our younger daughter who lives 
in Surrey has plans in that regard) or I’d be at the Mk11 Cooper 
50th anniversary display with M1NNIE. 

Brian Tucker

LETTERS
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John Whitmore passed away on 28th April at the age of 79. A former 
honorary member of the MCR, many will remember John, not just for his 

  Mini racing achievements in the early 60s, but for his involvement with 
Lotus and Ford, in Elites, Lotus Cortinas and GT40s amongst others.

John’s racing career started with some coaching from John Sprinzel on 
how to race an A35 on his family estate. This then lead him to some racing 
success in his pal’s Lotus Elite in the late 50s. Whitmore came to the 
attention of Colin Chapman and landed himself a Le Mans drive in an Elite 
in 1959 with Jim Clark, who was to become a firm friend, the pair finished 
10th overall.

Despite John’s love of sports and GT cars he was to make his name in 1961 
in a 1959 Mini, an ex press car registered 840 TMO, that he bought for 
£400, and that tuning guru, Don Moore, ran for him in the British Saloon 
Car Championship in that year. John won his class first time out in the 
Mini in the St Mary’s Trophy against seasoned campaigners such as Doc 
Shepherd, Mick Clare and John Aley, and amazingly went onto win the 
championship in his first season. The race that made the press that year 
was in October at Brands Hatch where, having an unassailable lead in the 
championship, John loaned his car to pal Steve McQueen for the 10 lap 
saloon race. The furious battle for fifth place between McQueen, Carlisle, 
Vic Elford, and Mick Clare amongst others had the crowd on their feet and 
resulted in a lap of honour of the track. 

1962 brought the offer of a Works drive from the Cooper team and a mixed 
season of results in the new 997 Cooper, partnered with John Love who 
took the championship title. Much better results were to come in 1963 
where Whitmore was dominant in the new 1071 Cooper S, winning his class 
consistently, and chalking up the first race win for the S type at Crystal Palace 
in June. At the end of the season only two points were to separate him from 
the championship winner Jack Sears.

Now much in demand as one of the most successful touring car drivers 
of his era, Whitmore switched to Ford for the1964 season, with whom 
he stayed for the remainder of his racing career. He was rewarded 
with a class win in the European Saloon Car Championship, racing for 
Alan Mann in a Lotus Cortina in that year, finishing third overall behind 
Bjorn Rothstein in a Saab and champion Warwick Banks in a Cooper S. 
He finally clinched the championship title in 1965 whilst also being a 
major contributor to the Shelby Cobras defeating Ferrari in the FIA GT 
Manufacturers’ World Championship. John decided to hang up his gloves 
as a professional driver at the end of 1966 as an increasing number of his 
racing friends suffered serious accidents, choosing to pursue some of his 
other interests such as flying. 

In later life, Whitmore became a well respected sports psychologist and 
management-training consultant, for which the high pressured and focused 
environment of motorsport stood him in very good stead. He also made 
several appearances at the Goodwood Revival and Festival of Speed, 
and I’m sure many members will remember a very good talk he gave for 
the MCR with Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle), John Rhodes and Barry 
Whizzo Williams, at Oxford Brookes in 1997 which was entitled The 
Racers’ view.

Pete Flanagan

Editor’s note: Shortly after Pete had sent me his completed Obituary for Sir John 
Whitmore, he received the following email from Warwick Banks giving a further 
insight into John’s character: 

I first met Sir John Whitmore around 1961 when he was driving a Don Moore 
prepared car. I also used to meet some of the motor racing enthusiasts at Don’s 
workshop just off Hills Road in Cambridge.  Among these were well known names 
such as Peter Riley, Tom Threlfall, John Aley and John Tojeiro.

John Whitmore came more into my sphere when he and I contested the European 
Saloon Car Championship in 1964, he in an Alan Mann Lotus Cortina and myself 
in a Works Mini. We spent a whole week together learning the Mont Ventoux hill 
climb where he had the misfortune to break an A-frame about 100 yards from 

John at Silverstone in 1961

John winning a wet race at Silverstone ahead of 
Bill Aston in the Downton entry in 1961

On the podium at Brands with Steve McQueen in 1961

Whitmore leads John Love at Snetterton in 1962

In memory of Sir John Whitmore
1938 – 2017
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the top, after a fine climb and I managed to 
take one and a half minutes off the class record.

He was always very competitive and even on the 
Dolomite ski trips we later enjoyed together, he 
would always have to be first down the piste, 
even if the snow on his knees gave the game 
away that he had had some contretemps en 
route (which of course he would deny)!

John was a very fine driver and in saloons and 
sports cars among the very best. He was always 
good fun off the circuit as well and had a wide 
circle of interesting friends including, Jimmy 
Clark and Steve McQueen. He unfortunately 
also made some strange decisions in life, not 
least of which was going to live in a hippie 
commune in California, where I gather he lost 
much of the family fortune. John always had a 
certain dilemma with his background, title and 
wealth.

Latterly, none of us had seen much of John 
but I have fond memories of the earlier times, 
one of which was sitting with him on the pit 
counter at Le Mans urging Jimmy Clark to 
take the Dunlop Corner flat out in the DBR1 
which he eventually did as the brake lights no 
longer appeared.

Another character lost, sad to say.

Best wishes

Warwick Banks 
warwickbanks@aol.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

  

 

BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm

Winning the Snetterton 3 Hour race in 1963

Three way battle at the British Grand Prix in 1963, 
Whitmore (No.8) behind Hopkirk, but not for long! 
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PRESS RELEASE

MINI GIRLS RALLY TEAM
Marie Curie Mini gears up for Dixies Challenge Rally Epynt Wales
An iconic ‘Marie Curie Mini’ driven by Marie Curie nurse Louise 
Thomas and 16 year old co-driver Emily Easton-Page will be taking 
on the competition at the Dixies Challenge Rally in Epynt South Wales 
on Sunday 30th May, The Rally will be the girls first of many outing’s 
this year as they are competing in the Historic Rally Car Register 
Championship 2017 incorporating The Mini Sport Mini Cup. 

“We aim to take on the Boys in the Championship and raise vital 
awareness and Funds for Marie Curie”

The car, a red and white 1993 Rover Mini, has been completely rebuilt 
to make it competition ready and sports several Marie Curie logos. 
The event is part of the HRCR Old Stager Championship, incorporating 
the Mini Sport Mini Cup, this is the first events that the girls will be 
compete in. If would like to find out more about Mini Girls Rally team 
or would like to show you support, please see the links below.

Louise Thomas is a Marie Curie nurse on The Isle of Mull where 
she provides hands-on care and vital emotional support to people 
living with a terminal illness and their families.  Louise was inspired 
to become a Marie Curie nurse in 2011 following the care her mum 
received prior to her death from breast cancer. Louise Thomas said: 
“It is an honour and a privilege to look after people at that particular 
time in life. You go through so many emotions, I can remember crying 
but also laughing because we were reliving memories – just to have 
someone say that it was alright to laugh or cry was so important, 
someone who understood what we were going through. It is a 
honour to do the job I do today”

Ahead of Sunday’s event Louise said “We are very excited, It’s a long 
way to travel for our first event, 500 miles for us both, Emily is from 
Finzean Aberdeenshire and its roughly the same distance for us both 
to south Wales, We cannot believe the support we have got and would 
like to thank all of our sponsors, names below. Thank you all.

For sponsorship enquiries email minigirlsrallyteam@btinternet.com  

Current sponsors of the Mini Girls Rally Team are Mini Sport Ltd, 
Macgochans Tobermory, Mini Cooper Register, Alsop Transport 
Services, TSL Ltd, Skyhook Helicopters, Beatsons Building supplies, 
Den Motor Sport, Tunnocks, Bruce Mccombie Builders, Deeside 
Classic Campers Ltd, Turus Mara, Isle of Mull Camper vans, All links 
to sponsors of Mini Girls Rally Team can be found on the Teams Face 
Book page.

To Donate Text HRCR52 or go to www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
minigirlsrallyteam

Keep up to date with the Mini Girls Rally Team at:  
www.facebook.com/minigirlsrallyteam 
www.twitter.com/minigirlsrally 
www.instagram.com/minigirls_rallyteam/ 

Marie Curie 
Marie Curie is the UK’s leading charity for people with any 
terminal illness. The charity helps people living with a terminal 
illness and their families make the most of the time they have 
together by delivering expert hands-on care, emotional support, 
research and guidance.

Marie Curie employs more than 2,700 nurses, doctors and other 
healthcare professionals, and with its nine hospices around the UK, is 
the largest provider of hospice beds outside the NHS.

For more information visit www.mariecurie.org.uk 
Like us at www.facebook.com/mariecurieuk 
Follow us on www.twitter.com/mariecurieuk 

Marie Curie Support Line 0800 090 2309*
If you’ve got questions about terminal illness or simply want 
someone to talk to, call the Marie Curie Support Line for 
free confidential support and practical information on all aspects of 
terminal illness. *Calls are free from landlines and mobile phones.
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There are times when the hardest 
part of writing my waffle is deciding 

what the subject matter is to be. 
This was one of those months, but 
then a new MiniWorld arrived in the 
newsagents.

Arriving in Australia like our convict 
forebears (aka – by ship) it means we 
are several issues behind the UK, so the 
March issue is in Australia when you guys 
can find the June issue. The relevance of 
the March issue is that it contains Mike 
Cooper’s Mk2 1275 Austin Cooper S. 
I knew it was coming because, back 
in August last year, Mike asked if I had 
a photo of his dad with the car. His 
enthusiastic long time former employee 
of all things John Cooper Garages, Chris 
Dawson, had suggested he ask me just 
in case I had such a photo. After a ferret 
around, photos showing the Mk2 S came 
to light, but I couldn’t find one with Mr 
Cooper standing directly next to the car. 
Part of the problem stemming from it 
being the pre-digital age and conserving 
film was often an issue. Now you just 
rattle them off ad nauseam! Next best I 
could find for Mike was the Mk2 S in the 
background of a photo with his dad and 
the early 997 Morris Cooper registered 
981 DBD that also formed part of 
Cooper’s car collection in the Ferring 
showroom. To my pleasant surprise 
MiniWorld published it. 

Like many of us within the MCR and the 
Mini community, Ferring was a magnet 
for Mini enthusiasts from all walks of life 
and from all corners of the globe during 
the 90s. A trip to the south coast of 
England to meet John and Mike Cooper, 
buy some Cooper trinkets, or John 
Cooper Garages tweaked Mini if the 
budget stretched that far, and generally 
soak up and enjoy the experience. Oh, 
and an autograph and photo of the two!

Ferring for me involved two visits; the 
first was 31st August 1994 with MCR 
stalwart, John Parnell and fellow Aussie 
Mini enthusiast, Neil Griffin. The second 
time round was on the 30th June 1997 
with Roger ‘the hat’ Wall. At that time 
Roger was the MCR’s enthusiastic 
roving ambassador, and was regularly 
to be found at a Mini event somewhere 
around the globe! Each Ferring visit for 
me involved cherished invites into Mr 
Cooper’s office for a chinwag, and then 
some photos. Something John Cooper 
could do with great charm and effect. 
Mike was usually busy keeping the whole 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

MiniWorld devoted 8 pages plus cover to 
Mike’s ‘Showroom Survivor’ Cooper S feature. 

Mike’s Cooper S at Ferring in 1994. Appearance-wise not a lot has changed, apart from 
the wheels since.

 JCG Ferring in 1994. No doubt everyone wishes they could pay that price for fuel now! 
The white/black Rover Cooper S is ‘J201 UOF’ – where is it now?

Selling Honda’s was Coopers ‘bread and 
butter’ but Mini Coopers filled the showroom. 
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JCG show on the road, but you could 
normally pin him down for a few photos 
too.

With 1997 nearing the end of a century of 
motoring progress, I guess, like many of 
us can attest, I’m blown away with where 
the time has gone – the last 20 years has 
surely marched on. Ferring made way for 
JCG at East Preston, then Mr Cooper was 
taken by prostate cancer soon after. An 
era had certainly ended.

Several years ago I did a Google street 
view search of the Ferring address. It 
came up with a forlorn looking empty 
ex-Vauxhall dealership at the premises. A 
little ironic really, given Cooper’s held a 
Vauxhall agency at their Surbiton garage 
when all those racing car activities began 
taking hold in 1947/48. Since the street 
viewing episode though, I haven’t been 
brave enough to look again. Maybe, if 
anyone reading is nearby, you might be 
able to enlighten us with a photo or two 
for inclusion in a future CooperWorld? 

But getting back to Mike’s Cooper S 
feature in MiniWorld, it is good he’s 
enjoying the car after its mechanical 
freshen up. Plus it was good to read two 
of the car’s previous keeper’s tales in the 
feature. I understand that a trip to MCR 
Mini Day at Beaulieu in a couple of weeks 
is on the cards and I look forward to 
seeing photos of this occasion. 

Stephen Dalton

Cooper’s beautifully original 997 Morris Cooper  981 DBD. Mike’s Mk2 sits 
directly behind.  

In 1994 John Parnell was already planning the Mk2 version of his ‘Original’ book. Neil caught this 
moment as John looks on while I snap a few detail shots for him from original Mini Cooper 981 
DBD. One day…

Chris Dawson shared his JCG experiences in the January and February 2015 issues of 
MiniWorld.

Mike and his dad in the Ferring showroom 
with Mike’s H15 FUN Cooper S – this time 
1997. 
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MINI CHALLENGE 17 Oulton Park 15th & 17th April
The first rounds of the JCW UK MINI CHALLENGE   By David Young

The opening rounds of the 2017 MINI CHALLENGE took place at 
Oulton Park. This is the first time the MINI CHALLENGE has been 

run across two separate meetings. On this occasion it was run as a part 
of the British GT and BRDC F3 package and so it effectively moved up a 
gear since the event has live TV (free to air) coverage on race day. The 
only down side is, I suppose, that the MINIs are no longer the star turn. 
SRO and MSVR certainly know how to put on a package like this. They 
run to a very strict timetable and there was never too much hanging 
around with track activity spread over 2 days. Of course, Easter Sunday 
being bang in the middle was a rest day for all. So, plenty of time to 
fettle the cars, prepare tyres, polish the cars and give them all a quick 
once over.

Qualifying on Saturday started bang on time just after the lunch break. 
The sky was clear so the sun was out and on to the track went 31 JCWs. 
Room for just one more otherwise a maximum grid. Oulton Park is a bit 
tight in places, so a good lap free of 
traffic has to be the main concern 
with just 20 minutes to do your best. 
This was clearly a tough call for a lot 
of the cars, with limited testing and 
set up experience on the new Dunlop 
Tyres. But that as they is racing! First 
to appear on the track was Charlie 
Butler-Henderson and Rob Smith, both 
very eager to get a quick lap or two in 
before the inevitable traffic queues at 
the various bends. Both guys are very 
experienced racers who know when 
and where to turn in on every bend. 
The only problem is you can’t do it if 
another car is sitting where you want 
to be. After the first red flag incident, 
all the cars returned to the pits to wait 
for the restart, having been jumbled 

Charlie Butler-Henderson

Start of the first race
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all up again and with tyres 
cooling down. So, it was no 
surprise that the fastest time 
was from those at the front 
of the queue in the pit lane. 
Max Bladon, in his first time 
out in the new JCW, was on 
pole with a time that beat 
the lap record. Second was 
Mark Wakefield now being 
run by EXCELR8 and third 
was Reece Barr also run by 
EXCELR8 in his 2nd race. 
Brett Smith beat his brother 
Jeff to the next slot, Charlie 
and Rob had to be content 
with P5 and P6. Jeff Smith 
and Jo Polley had to literally 
fly away to Donington as Jeff 
was qualifying in the BTCC 
there within 30 minutes. So, 
they cut their session short 
and only did the required 
number of laps. The session 
ending a few minutes early 
with yet another red flag.

Race 1 on Monday afternoon 
was cut short to just 13 
minutes to keep the timetable intact; effectively with two green flag 
laps that lets the cars race for 7 laps. 

What a race, Mark Wakefield secured his first victory in the 
JCW class, with his partner in hospital about to give birth; I 
would have thought his mind would be on other things, but 
apparently not! Second was Brett Smith, who looks to continue 

to show Jeff how it is done in a MINI, whilst Charlie Butler-
Henderson completed the podium positions. Max Bladon had 
a poor start and just manged to stay out of trouble. The grid 
does storm away all trying to get into the first bend in front, 
and Old Hall Corner is a bit tight as well as falling away too. 
Max Bladon looked very quick and tidy but had to settle with 
P4 as James Turkington, who had a great tussle with Rob Smith, 
letting Reece Barr through to pick up the pieces, was always a 

 Max Bladon and Colin Turkington 
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Turn into Cascades  

Mark Wakefield R1 Winner Post R1 pre R2

threat. The track was dry but it did have a few damp places, 
and as far as I could see all the cars were on wets, which 
were all over heating at the end of the race. All the cars 
behaved themselves and all finished - now that must be a 
first at Oulton Park! Lap speeds were down due to the damp 
conditions with the fastest lap set by Brett Smith at 2:01.405 
whereas a dry lap is about 1:50.

Race 2 on Monday evening had a very different track, bone dry 
and well rubbered up by the GTs in their two 1 hour races. This 
time Mark Wakefield had too good a start, it was later judged 
to be a jump start that awarded him with a 10 second penalty. 
Max Bladon was on pole with Charlie Butler-Henderson next 
to him on the front row. These two had a very steady race with 
no heroics or late dives from either. Much to the dismay of the 
following pack. Brett Smith and Rob Smith had a great battle 
with Rob ending up 4th across the line but getting 3rd due to 
Mark’s 10 second penalty. Rob had a great race and put in the 
fastest lap at 1:50.328 a new lap record. A brilliant way to end 
the long weekend. 

It is great that all the MINIs will be out again at Oulton Park for 
the Northern MINI Festival on the 19th August for one day of 
superb racing.

And finally, do not forget the MINI Festival at Brands Hatch on 
the 8th/9th July which will feature even more great MINI and 
Mini racing.

David Young

COMPETITION
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Competition - MINI CHALLENGE 2017 -  
Rockingham Motor Speedway JCW Round 3 and 4        By David Young

Rockingham is near Corby and 
Kettering, set in the middle of a large 
non-descriptive field in the middle of 
nowhere. But it is a great circuit for 
drivers, spectators and TV. Originally 
designed as a big oval for US style 
NASCR races it never took off. So, 
an infield circuit was added and it has 
now become a very technical circuit 
with a few very fast straights and 
some awesome banking. Better still, 
spectators can see the whole track 
from several good vantage points.

Down to the racing. Qualifying was 
held mid-afternoon on the Saturday. 
Most teams had taken the opportunity 
of testing on Friday to work out the 
best set ups so the day was very 
relaxed up until lunchtime. The track 
was dry, the sun was out and 30 JCWs 
came out at once to set some amazing 
times. The target on Friday was a 1:29 
with a few claiming to have got under 
it. Qualifying actually saw 4 cars getting 
under it. Reece Barr was quickest 
of the bunch followed by last year’s 
Cooper champion Max Bladon, Brett 
Smith and last year’s JCW Champion 
David Grady. James Turkington, 
Mark Wakefield and Charlie Butler-
Henderson made up the front two 
rows. However, Reece Barr did not 
stay on pole position due to a five-
place grid penalty from Oulton Park.

Sunday morning, the first race was 
started a few minutes early due to a 
strict timetable. Max Bladon was very 
eager on Pole position and he made a 
great start, not once, but twice as the 
race was red flagged after 5 laps due 
to a few stranded cars in dangerous 
positions. The front four cars were 
running well together, with Max 
Bladdon pulling away from Brett Smith, 
David Grady and James Turkington. 
Charlie Butler-Henderson must have 
been feeling a bit aggrieved, as he took 
a lunge at James Turkington spinning 
out of the way and down to 22nd place. 
Charlie meanwhile, stayed back in 6th 
place due to a smashed front bumper. 
Team work? The race was red flagged 
after Will Neal’s car spun at Tarzan and 
was left in the middle of the track and 
apparently could not be restarted. Just 
after the red flag was deployed, Will’s 
car did restart and he joined the rest 
of the field in the holding area prior to 
the restart.

The race restarted with yet another 
great start from Max; he kept a very 
level head and just stayed in well out 
in front of the rest until the chequered 

Max Bladon

David C-Grady leading the string of JCWs in Race 1

Reece Barr in Qualifying
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James Turkington before being spun by C B-H

 Reece Barr passing David Grady on the last lap

flag. It was his first pole position in the JCW Class and his first win 
in the JCW Class, and all in his first year in the Class. A very happy 
chappy he was! P2 was with Mark Wakefield as he drove his socks 
off to get a well-deserved place on the Podium. P3 was with Reece 
Barr who again showed he is a bit special in his attack, he passed 
both Charlie Butler-Henderson and David Grady on the last lap 
to claim the last step on the Podium. Fastest lap went to James 
Turkington who’s run of bad luck must come to an end soon.

Race 2 had a reversed grid giving pole to Charlie and P2 to David 
Grady, followed by speedster Reece Barr and Mark Wakefield. 
The start saw Charlie bog down and David Grady stormed into 

the lead. Max Bladon was pushing hard with lots of lock up as he 
dived late into the bends hard on his brakes. Reece Barr played a 
waiting game and just watched as the others ran out of tyres and 
brakes. Then slowly but surely, he picked them all off, one by one, 
until he was in the lead. He had manged his fresh tyres well while 
others were falling off. 3rd place Charlie Butler-Henderson’s tyres 
were completely shot at the end. David Grady in 2nd position was 
completely blown away by Reece’s pace. That was the Podium and 
the end of the JCW racing for the weekend.

David Young

COMPETITION
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TECHNICAL TOPICS − Nuts, bolts and studs -

Nuts, bolts and studs are widely used in car 
manufacture, as they hold things together 

and enable parts to be dissembled and 
reassembled easily. However, they are quite a 
complex every day engineered item that use, 
without much thought when we dive under 
the Mini bonnet, spanner in hand.

Most nuts, bolts and studs used on cars 
are made of carbon steel of various grades. 
They are cheap to manufacture and have the 
characteristics we want. They have the ability 
to take a good tensile load within a reasonable 
elastic limit.

Figure 1 is a graph of stress against strain.

Stress =   Load              
                 Area

Strain = Change in Length
               Original length

Nuts, bolts and studs work within the elastic 
characteristic of the material, i.e. when an 
applied load is released, the bolt or stud 
returns to its original length. In Figure 1, this 
limit is shown as ‘P’ in the graph. Now, we can 
go beyond ‘P’ but what happens is the steel 
does not return to its original state. This is 
when threads can be partially or completely 
stripped. So, it is worth remembering that 
nuts and bolts can be over tightened and that 
there are consequences as a result.

A number of after market companies offer 
high tensile steel fixings, for cylinder head 
studs in particular. But in general terms, the 
higher the tensile strength of the material 
the less elastic it is, and the ability of fixings 
to stretch under fluctuating loads is a 
characteristic needed with automotive fixings 
as I shall explore later on. 

Total stress 
For the majority of bolts and studs the 
total stresses they are subjected too are a 
combination of:
• Tensile stress due to tightening the bolt/stud

• Torsional stress due to the thread friction 
when tightening.

However, on some applications there can be 
additional stresses;

• Bending stress, as found on shock 
absorber mounts.

• Shear stress, as found on seat belt 
anchorages.

Then, not all screw thread stresses are tensile;

• Bottle jack screws are subjected to 
compression stress.

Fixing life
Cars, once rolling, vibrate and shake about 
constantly, and the engine pulses with 
each firing stroke. The fixings are shaken 
constantly all the time and so they need not 
just to hold two parts together, but these 
fixings need to be sufficiently clamped to 
resist undoing through vibration. To do this 
the bolts and studs not only need to be tight, 
but they need to be stretched within the 
elastic limit of the material. The number of 
load cycles or stress fluctuations a fastener 
can be subjected too is not infinite. 

Any fixing will only take so many stress 
reversals before it fatigues and breaks. 
The amount of stress a component will 
stand before breakage reduces with the 
number of stress reversals it is subjected to. 
Manufacturers undertake extensive testing 
to ensure there are no fatigue breakages, but 
only within the warrantee period

So, engine tuners who increase the loading 
on standard components and/or fixings, often 
have to replace them on a more regular basis 
to prevent failure. Figure 2 shows an ‘SN’ 
curve, which illustrates if a component is 
subjected to a number of stress cycles ‘N,’ 
then the total amount of stress ‘S,’ it can 
withstand before failure is reduced.

A quality engine rebuilder will always replace 
main bearing and connecting rod fixings at 

each rebuild. The top engine rebuilders, 
such as Swiftune, replace all fixings when 
rebuilding an engine to ensure no fixing fails 
through fatigue.

Torsional stress
The thing that stops bolts and studs undoing 
is friction within the tread. However, thread 
friction is a good and a bad thing. The good 
part holds the nut onto the bolt or stud, 
but the bad part is it increases the torsional 
stress within the bolt or stud. Washers can 
help to reduce torsional stress by allowing 
the nut to rotate without it digging into 
the component surface. A little lubrication 
under a washer, especially on long cylinder 
head studs, can reduce this torsional 
stress without effecting thread friction. If 
the total bolt/stud stress is tensile stress 
plus torsional stress, then reducing the 
torsional stress allows the tensile stress to 
be increased for the same total stress within 
the stud or bolt.

Where do bolts and studs break?
Normally with a nut and bolt clamp 
arrangement the nut is the weakest link 
and its threads will strip or partially strip 
first. If a thread is clean, a nut should run 
cleanly down the thread. If it sticks or needs 
a spanner to get it to turn chances are the 
thread could be partly stripped, rusty or 
contaminated in some way.

A bolt or stud weak point is where the 
stress is concentrated, which is often 
where the fixing cross sectional area 
changes. For a bolt this will be were the 
thread ends and the bolt head starts. To 
reduce this stress concentration, bolts 
have a small radius at the end of the thread 
under the head whereas, studs have a 
stress concentration where the threads 
end. To reduce this stress concentration, 
on some engines, the bar between 
the threaded stud ends are sometimes 
reduced to the same diameter as the mean 

By Richard Pengelly



diameter of the thread. This reduces stud 
stress concentration, and hence increases 
its fatigue life.

Where the bolt is stronger than the 
material it is screwing into, such as the Mini 
sump, the sump thread will go first. For 
those of us who have had to fit a Helicoil 
insert to the sump, this may sound obvious. 
I wire lock the sump nut these days as 
a precaution against over tightening and 
thread failure on my 40 year old sump. 
Alternatively, you can use Loctite 243 as an 
additional precaution.

Mini wheel nuts are another fixing that suffer 
at the hands of tyre fitters and I have had bad 
experience of them being over tightened with 
an air gun. Tightening wheel nuts up to the 
correct torque is important. 

Studs
The most common stud fixing is on cylinder 
head studs. There are others, such as 
thermostat and main cap studs, but it is the 
cylinder head studs that give a good illustration 
of this type of fixing.

Although higher tensile cylinder head studs 
are popular on high performance engines, 
their ability to hold things together is only as 
good as the thread in the block, which can 
strip if subjected to too high a tensile load.

Wheel studs are another important 
fixing. These are not so long and slender 
as cylinder head studs so are not prone 
to high torsional loads, but they do 
have high shear loading. However, the 
threads need to be kept clean and free 
of grease so that the friction between 
nut and bolt keeps them firmly clamped 
together. Some people oil the studs to 
stop them rusting others say never oil 
wheel studs. On balance, the argument 
for not lubricating wheel studs is more 
prominent. Regular checking of wheel nut 
torques is recommended, especially on 
a car used in competition. I recently saw 
some historic F1 cars being worked on and 
the mechanics checked wheel nut torques 
before every run on the track, which must 
tell you something.

Different types of nuts
It’s surprising how many different types of nut 
can be found on a Mini. There is the standard 
nut used with a plain washer or with a single 
coil lock washer, but never both. 

There are the long cylinder head nuts and 
washers, now replaced by the nut with a 
flared mating end. The old style worked quite 
well but the new style is cheaper and works 
just as well.

The Nylock nut or stiff nuts with nylon 
inserts, helps the nuts resist unwinding. This 
type of nut was very common in the aircraft 
industry. This is a one time use nut. Do 
not reuse it but throw it away and replace 
with a new one. Suspension tie rods, shock 
absorber mounts and Hardy Spicer inner 
driveshaft bolts are all places were these 
can be found on a Mini. If you are not sure 
of their age or condition, replace them, they 
only cost pennies.

The importance of washers
I mentioned above that washers help to 
prevent the nut digging in to the component. 
They also have an important role to play in 
reducing stud or bolt torsion and distributing 
the nuts clamping force. Some years ago 
I was involved with power station steam 
pipes. To stop the flanges flexing between 
flange bolts, and letting the steam out, they 
always used extra thick washers. These 
washers supported the mating flanges 
sufficiently spreading the clamping load 
which prevented leaks.

Thin flange ‘A’ series blocks have a similar 
problem with the block/sump mating 
joint. I have always considered these bolts 
marginal. Replacing the standard washer 
with a 3mm thick one helps to keep this 
joint oil tight. Alternatively, you can tap out 
to 5/16’’ UNF and use socket headed bolts, 
(as per David Vizard).

When do you re use and when do  
you replace?
Earlier I mentioned about the number of 
stress reversals any fixing could withstand 
before it gets to its fatigue limit and gives 
way. In engineering terms, this material 
fatigue limit characteristic is illustrated 
by an SN curve i.e. Figure 2, the more 
stress reversals (N) the less stress (S) the 
component will take before it breaks.

It’s worth remembering the manufacturer 
only seeks to get the car through the 
warrantee period, nothing more. Radiator 
fixings, grill fixings etc are non safety critical 
items, and if their fixings broke it would be 
inconvenient, but not life threatening. On 
the other hand, driveshafts, suspension, 
engine fixings can be safety critical and if 
they should fail it could cause a breakdown 
or worst an accident. 

When the Mini was launched warrantee 
was 12,000 miles or 12 months. Later the 
Rover standard vehicle durability test was 
100,000 miles without failure. This increased 
to 150,000 miles under BMW. This was a 
lot greater than the warrantee period and 
it represented a good manufacturing safety 
factor for most components. 

Suspension and drive shaft fixings should be 
replaced when they are overhauled. New 
suspension ball joints usually come with new 
nuts which tell you something. Quality engine 
builders always use new fixings even on engine 
timing covers and thermostat housings. Engine 
main bearing and flywheel fixings should 
always be replaced when overhauling an 
engine as these are safety critical.

Suspension fixings are often overlooked 
and should also be replaced when they 
are overhauled or rebuilt.  For example, 
a few years ago at the end of the London 
to Brighton run, I came across two people 
looking for tie rod nuts as theirs had fallen 
off during the run. This type of incident 
provides a timely reminder that Nylock nuts 
are a onetime use nut. To summarize, when 
you are re-building anything on your car 
replace any critical fixing of unknown age, as 
it may be close to the limit of its fatigue life, 
especially on the older Mini.

Tightening main structural items
When a manufacturer tightens down a cylinder 
head on the production line, they have a 
machine that tightens all nuts at the same time 
to the same torque. However, the engine 
re-builder has to tighten cylinder head bolts 
in the sequence laid down in the manual. I 
prefer to tighten these bolts 10-15 lb.ft at a 
time to ensure the gasket settles down evenly. 
The same goes for the timing chain cover and 
gearbox to block.

The correct way to screw cylinder head 
studs into the block is to lock one nut 
against the other and screw it into the 
block until the thread is fully engaged. 
The re-torqueing of cylinder heads is not 
often mentioned with the ‘A’ series engine. 
However, Rover engineers tell me that 
once an engine has been run for the first 
time after a rebuild, the head should be re-
torqued and the tappets re-set whilst the 
engine is still hot. If you need to re-torque 
the studs, and then mark the nut position, 
slacken off the nut about 30 degrees and re-
torque to the specified torque. 

Torque wrenches
The most common torque wrench used 
in a garage is the spring activated wrench. 
This uses a spring to load the wrench to any 
given torque. Provided they are ‘unwound’ 
after use they normally remain accurate for 
life. If they are left ‘wound up’ the spring 
can be adversely affected such that they can 
read a higher torque than is achieved. Try to 
get a wrench built to ISO6/6789 or BS6703 
which guarantees accuracy to ± 3%. A good 
wrench will also come with a calibration 
certificate. A more accurate wrench is an 
electronic one incorporating a load cell with a 
USB interface. These wrenches have a typical 
accuracy of ± 1%. 

If you need a new torque wrench never 
buy one that is too big as there is always 
a loss of resolution at the lower end of 
the scale. Some engineering companies 
have torque wrench calibration scales, and 
spring loaded wrenches can be usually re-
calibrated up with a few packing washers 
under the spring. However, when looking 
for a new wrench, a spring activated 
wrench for a Mini may cost £50 but an 
electronic one £250. So, it all depends how 
often and how accurate you feel you need 
to get with your torque measurements. 
From an old BMC workshop manual we 
can see a wide number of torque settings 
for nuts and bolts on a Mini. These I 
believe were correct at the time, but since 
then, I know some Mini restorers use 
slightly different torques. However, they 
serve as a mile stone or reference point for 
the majority Mini fixings.

Summary
Nuts, bolts and studs are such a common 
fixing they are often overlooked by many 
owners. In addition, many Mini’s are 20 to 
50 years old now, and their fixings can wear 
and fatigue with no outward sign of distress 
until they fail. They often only cost pence to 
replace so, if in doubt, please replace to be 
sure and safe.

Richard Pengelly 
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register
D555 GRX at Techno Classica

D555 GRX, the Ex-Works Rover 
France Group A car, owned by Jim 
Wirtz was on display at the Techno 
Classica show in Essen, Germany at 
the beginning of April. Jim, who lives 
in Luxemburg, is the owner of lots 
of interesting Minis including the Ex-
Works Mini Cooper S registered URX 
550G. 

D555 GRX, is a car that I let slip 
through my hands when it was offered 
to me by the then owner Peter Barker, 
who soon found an eager Jim Wirtz 

to buy the car. The car has had three 
owners within the club as Don Farr and Dave Tippet jointly owned the 
car before Peter. To this day, I regret not biting Peter’s hand off when I 
had the chance to buy it. To rub it in, Don Farr then told me he’d have 
happily sold the car to me before he offered it to Peter - had I said I’d 
be interested ........he who hesitates!

I thought that I’d take the opportunity to write a short history of the car, 
as many know far less on these later cars than those from the 1960s.  
The car was originally built by BCM (Brigden Coulter Motorsport) and 
Barretts of Canterbury for Russell Brookes and Neil Wilson to compete 
on the 1994 RAC Rally as a Group A car and was originally registered 
L54 CVP. Seeded at number 24, after numerous problems, the car 
finished 6th in class and 72nd overall. This was history coming full circle 
as Russell Brookes had started his rallying career in a Mini many years 
previous.  

After the RAC, the car was re-prepared by BCM for Tony Dron to take 
part in the 1995 Nürburgring 24hr race, where he would have John 
Brigden and Jeremy Coulter sharing the drive. Converting the much 
used rally car into a race car is not an easy or quick job. BCM employed 
numerous experts to prepare the car and Bill Richards to build the race 
engine - that would indeed last the 24 hour race. After many problems, 
mostly to do with fuel and an engine getting more and more tired as the 
event unfolded, the car, numbered as 89, finished 9th in class and 92nd 
overall – not bad considering 180 cars started.

So to the 1996 Monte Carlo Rally and at this time the car acquired 
the new number plate of D555 GRX, donated by the DVLA in 
commemoration of Timo Makinen’s lighting disqualification from first 
place, thirty years beforehand in GRX 555D. The car was entered and 

supported by Rover Heritage. BCM again were responsible for the 
build of the car with Barretts of Canterbury and Bill Richards working 
his magic on the power unit. The car by now was running a dog box 
and 13” wheels. Tony Dron was again to drive but with Alistair Douglas 
navigating. They started from Bad Hombourg at number 113 for the 
Concentration run which converged, with the other starters, at Valence 
when the competition proper started. Numerous problems from a 
misfire  (traced to a faulty cut out switch) and losing a wheel on a road 
section saw the car qualify in 83rd place at Monte Carlo, and therefore 
eligible for the last night mountain circuit and the infamous Col de 
Turini. An off on the snow, hitting another car that had already slid off, 
saw a large dent in the rear passenger side but they clawed their way up 
to finish 67th overall.   

After these three international events, under the BCM banner, the car 
was sold to Don Farr and Dave Tippet in August 1997. The car was 
soon being shown around and used for publicity work, until, when 
leaving Gaydon’s Mini Day, the car went onto three cylinders. Returned 
to Bill Richards, a dropped valve was diagnosed. This resulted in a new 
cylinder head and a new piston and, at the same time, Bill replaced the 
dog-box and LSD with a straight cut four syncro gearbox plus a four pin 
diff with a more usable final drive. The high spot for the car was being 
used as opening course car on the club’s 2004 inaugural Minis to Monte 
run. The car was also to be seen on one of Hugh Wyllie’s Circuit of 
Ireland re-runs with Don at the wheel and his son Matt on the maps. It 
also headed 45 Minis on the 2004 Lord Mayor’s Show. 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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 Car being serviced on the 1994 RAC Rally – John Brigden looks on

Ready for Nürburgring in 1995, Bill Richards kneeling with Dron, 
Coulter and Brigden behind.

Tony Don with the car at Gaydon.
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Peter Barker was the next to acquire the car and set about re-preparing 
the car for the 2005 Lombard Revival Rally.  Run under new Endurance 
Rallying rules, devised by Philip Young to keep costs down, Southam Minis 
had their work cut out converting the car to comply with these stringent 

Don Farr with Lesley Young at the Lord Mayor’s Show 2004.

Peter Barker and Willy Cave on the 2005 Lombard Revival.

FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

rules. This involved a rather standard engine and a dumping of the big 
four spot lights and the culling of much of the car’s Monte graphics. Peter 
had the vastly experienced Willy Cave with him on the maps and the car 
40 finished a creditable 27th overall on what were very difficult conditions. 

As we have seen, the car is now owned by Jim Wirtz and it still appears 
much as it did on the 1996 Monte - and before the Techno Classica 
Essen show - the car was last seen here at Beaulieu in 2014. I hope that 
it won’t be too long before we see it again. 

Back to the Essen show, which I believe is the biggest Classic Car 
show in the World, when over 200,000 visitors tramp through 21 halls 
rammed full of everything to do with classic cars, bikes and automobilia. 
With over 1,250 exhibitors taking stands - showing off over 2,500 cars 
- the show is a foot numbing slog that really can’t be done justice to in 
just one day’s visit!  BMW Classic brought together a display on a Monte 
Carlo theme, so had Jim’s car and the car that Rauno Aaltonen used on 
this year’s Monte Historique Rally on display. 
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Cooper Mk 1 Register

Barbara Alexander

With summer well on its way, I thought this 
month I’d talk about sun visors for the MK1 
Cooper seeing that, depending on the age 
of your Cooper, it could have one of three 
different types fitted from the beginning 
of production in 1961 up to and including 
1967.

Early Coopers had a very basic style of 
visor that was made of a stiff board and 
covered in a cream coloured crackle 
design vinyl, which matched the two-
piece headlining, and they were fitted 
centrally to the upper cant rail by two 
chrome cross headed screws. I have seen 
two different types of brackets for these; 

in one of the photos you will see the ninety-degree bend type, whereas 
some have no bend in them at all. Compare the photo with that of the 
photo in John Parnell’s Original Cooper and S book. Both brackets do the 
same job but are different because BMC used two separate suppliers. You 
will also notice that the small section of the cant rail in the corner has no 
recess in it as in later MK1 cars since the recess is for the later larger visors. 
This should also be of help when deciding on the originality of a Cooper 
and dating of a body shell, since the recess came into production when the 
next type of visor was fitted to the MK1 in or around autumn 1964.

The next version of the sun visor I’ll avoid calling an Mk2 type as this may 
confuse the issue. It is a far more luxurious item, being much larger and more 
useful as it could be un-clipped one end and used as a visor from the side as 
well. Although it was covered with the same cream crackle finish vinyl, these 
visors were padded or ‘crushable’ if using the correct terminology. The main 
fixing chrome bracket is secured to the new recessed cant rail section by a 
bayonet style fitting whereas, a section of the bracket is pushed through a 
hole and is slid back to a stop and then secured by a chrome crosshead screw. 
The rear-view mirror end is then free to be un-clipped and moved to another 
different style of clip above the door. These clips are similar to those as fitted 
to other cars within the BMC range, but they are not an exact replacement. 
Fitting of these is via a square hole in the cant rail as the back of the clip has an 
expanding square shape base, then a cylindrical piece of plastic pin is inserted 
to expand the back and secure it in place. Removal is easy by pushing the pin 
through, but to refit it you will need another pin unless you have narrow long 
fingers like ‘ET’ to retrieve the pin from the cant rail! With such a useful design 
this visor was to be short-lived and replaced at the end of 1965 by the last 
variant of MK1 production.

The last style fitted to the MK1 is the same as fitted to the Mk2 Mini range 
as well, it is of a similar size to the previous type but has a different shape 
and is rather basic in function; just up or down as with the first type of 
visor described. But it retains the padded or ‘crushable’ element with the 
same fabric, and the recessed piece of cant rail remains. Fitting of these is 
by two chromed end brackets which are pushed onto a central steel pin 
running through the visor, where they are then secured to the cant rail on 

Early type sun visor

The collection was topped off with the ACV30 concept car that was 
first displayed at the end of the 1997 Monte Carlo Rally, thirty years 
after the Mini Cooper S of Rauno Aaltonen and Henry Liddon won 
the 1967 rally in LBL 6D – hence the ‘Anniversary Concept Vehicle 
Thirty’ name ACV30. This odd car, based around an MGF engine and 
transmission, with its engine in the rear, was thought by many to be the 
first taste of what the new BMW MINI would become. It wasn’t - but it 
grabbed a lot of headlines all the same - and the truth was that by 1996 
much of the Rover design of the MINI had been signed off and the die 
was already cast. 

Beaulieu 

This is a final call for those who want to display their cars for Beaulieu 
– time is now very short. We will have a good number Works Minis on 
display; including for the first time for a long while GRX 5D. These will 
be supplemented by the best of the Works replicas and competition 
cars.  See you there in the New Forest sunshine.

Robert Young

D555 GRX at Beaulieu in 2014

D555 GRX at Techno Classica this April.

AVC30 with AJB 44B and LBL 6D at the end of the 1997 Monte  
Carlo Rally.
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1964 type sun visor

1964 sun visor clipped to cant rail

1965 type visor fixed to cant rail

 Later type side clipping visor

the underside rather than what you can see in the photo which is purely 
to show the different shape. This visor has been moved as the car is fitted 
with an ‘FIA’ approved roll cage which has insufficient room to retain the 
visors in their original place.

Hope this was of some interest, until next month,

Barbara Alexander

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Nick Hunter

Welcome to the June report and we’ll 
start with what is perhaps a conclusion to 
the control box position conundrum. In 
April’s report I left you with the thought 
that we needed to see the exposed 
inner wing of a car which has the control 
box fitted with the terminals pointing 
downwards, this would then enable a 
comparison to the inner wing of a 
forward facing terminal box. John Bond 
kindly came to the rescue with a photo 
of his car which is currently in the final 
stages of restoration, thanks John.

If you compare the photo of John’s mid 
1969 red car with that of the September 

1968 green car, you can see that the inner wing in this area is different, 
there is a clear concave recess to the inner wing on the later red car 
not present on the earlier green car. This would have made it difficult 
to obtain a rigid fixing for the bottom screw of the control box which is 

in the centre of the recess, 
without some kind of tube 
spacer that would have been 
needed to span the depth 
of the recess in combination 
with a longer screw to obtain 
a firm fix into the inner wing 
panel (see photo). This could 
well explain why the box was 
turned around to move the 
fixings to flat areas on the inner 
wing. It’s interesting to note, 
that there are four holes drilled 
on the red car with the 83mm 
centre positions as described 
by Steve Hill in April’s report 
which would have allowed 

either fitting position. John is not sure whether all four holes were factory 
drilled to allow fitting in either position or that two of them were added 
later by a previous owner? Does anyone have a photo of their inner wing 
with just two holes to mount in the downward facing position? 

I guess the next question is why would the indentation in the inner wing 
have been introduced? Presumably, it was modified to accommodate the 
revised ‘canister’ bodied wiper motor (see photo). This would explain why 
both inner wings are modified to allow for left and right hand drive. This 
leads to the inevitable question of when the change occurred, and going 
from our John Parnell’s book, the revised wiper motor was introduced in 
November 1968, so this would be a good starting point. What do you think?

I recently had an email from fellow registrar Simon Wheatcroft with an 
interesting comment on body number plates. As we know, the body 

John Bond’s mid 1969 car showing concave recess to inner wing.

September 1968 car with ‘flat’ inner 
wing, no recess.
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different numbering sequence, fixed to the left of the slam panel in front 
of the horn. Evidence for this is the ORX series of Mk11 Works Rally cars 
built for the January 1968 Monte Carlo Rally. The photo sent by Simon 
clearly shows a Mk1 style of numbering (A 0 prefix) and positioning on 
ORX 7F or 77F. Given that both cars were built to be used on the January 
1968 Monte Carlo Rally, it is probably safe to assume these were 1967 
built cars/shells. To be honest, I can’t recall having seen a production 
Mk11 S with this earlier style plate and numbering. Does anyone have an 
example to help us pinpoint when in 1968 this changeover took place?

A quick look at the register now and although there are no new cars 
to add to it, a well known one to the register has a new owner. Paul 
Winter emailed to say he has recently bought Peter Barratt’s El Paso 
beige car AJJ 552G. Peter restored this car back in 2006 and did a 
superb job of it. Peter then used the car extensively including taking 
on a couple of the Minis to Monte and Ireland runs. It’s testament to 
Peter’s restoration skills that the car is still in excellent condition and 
according to Paul, drives as well as it looks. Paul plans to keep the car in 
its near standard specification with just a few personal touches, perhaps 
a set of Minilite or Rosepetal wheels. It sounds like AJJ has found a good 
home, congratulations on your purchase Paul.

Register member Paul Bates has contacted me asking if anyone knows 
the whereabouts of a Mk11 S owned by his brother back in the 1970s. 
TOE 644H was a Snowberry black and white Austin but I’ve no details 
recorded for this car. It did make it onto the DVLA database which 
shows its tax due date as the1st December 1984. I know it’s a long 
shot, but if anyone has any information regarding this car please let me 
know and I’ll pass it on to Paul.
 
With Beaulieu just over a week away, time for a final update for the 
Mk11 Cooper and Cooper S 50th anniversary display. All display the 
cars have now been organised, but as we know problems can occur. 
So, it may still be worth contacting me if you wish to display your car 
as there is a reserve list. The display will be in the main arena with 
(hopefully) 25 Mk11 Cooper and Cooper Ss to look at. Mike Cooper 
will be bringing along his very own example and will judge his favourite 
Mk11 of the day. It promises to be a memorable day with, of course, 
fabulous weather guaranteed! 

See you there.

Nick Hunter

Another shot of the recess on the passenger side of John Bond’s car 

Later ‘canister’ style wiper motor, clearly showing need for the indent 
in the inner wing.

Early style small body number plate just visible in this shot in front of 
the left oil cooler pipe on one of the ORX 1968 Monte cars.

Regulator in position on John’s car with terminals facing down

Usual large type body number plate in front of dynamo.

number on the majority of Mk11 cars was welded to the right of the 
bonnet slam panel in front of the dynamo/alternator and takes the form 
of large digits stamped into a metal tag. However, some early Mk11 cars 
had the Mk1 style of metal tag which is smaller with smaller digits and a 

Paul Winter with his lovely new car AJJ 552G.
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Cooper Mk 2 Register

Graham E. Robinson

Peter Farrell’s Mk11 Cooper

the vehicle, it came to light that some of the smaller parts and windows 
had been lost or broken. He spent the next 5 years visiting numerous 
shows and autojumbles looking for the parts he needed. Once Peter 
had assembled all the missing parts, restoration work on the car finally 
started approximately five years ago. He totally stripped the shell of all 
components and removed and refitted the offending A panel and front 
wing to allow the correct fitment of the driver’s door. After the doors 
were aligned and fitted, he transported the shell to a local body shop and, 
at great expense, had the car prepared down to bare metal, primed inside 
and out, stone-chipped underneath and under the wheel arches. It was 
then resprayed in the original colours of Island blue with a Snowberry 
White roof.  Major components of the car, such as the sub frames, 
engine and transmission were all present. The sub frames were stripped, 
sandblasted and resprayed in numerous coats of black paint. Then the 
painstaking task began of putting the jigsaw back together over the next 
three years. The restoration was finally completed last August, and it has 
been very satisfying for Peter because he can say he has done up every 
nut and bolt and self-tapping screw to complete the job.  Now he is 
able to reap the benefits of his labour and relive his youth cruising along 
country lanes on sunny days. I can’t wait to see the car in the metal!

I’m looking forward to Beaulieu and I hope you are too. Let’s make it a 
memorable day for the Mk11 Cooper.  Not just for the display but also 
in the one make parking area. It will be great to have a good turnout. 

Continuing the Mk11 Cooper 50th anniversary theme, John Price has 
asked me to mention a show he organises in the Cambridgeshire village 
of Meldreth. It is a very popular show and John would like to invite 4 or 
5 interested Mk11 owners to join his Mk11 in a display to commemorate 
a great milestone in automotive history of our favourite car. If you live in 
Cambridgeshire or one of the adjoining counties and would like to lend 
John your support, please let me know and I will pass on your details.     

Well that’s about it for now except that I really need your help and 
would really like to hear about your Mk11 experiences to hopefully 
share them with fellow Mk11 owners. You never know, it might be a 
little snippet of information that is helpful to another owner.     

See you at Beaulieu!

Happy Coopering!  
  
Graham E. Robinson

It’s not long now to the most important 
day of the year for Mk11 Coopers. 
Many thanks to everyone who 

responded to my request for volunteers to display their cars at Beaulieu. 
There should be a good selection on the day.

I am pleased to say one such offer came from Peter Farrell and just to 
whet your appetites, he has also sent me some information on his car. 
He first found his car on a farm in 2006 and, fortunately, it had been 
stored in the dry. The car was first registered in May1968 on a Home 
Export Licence. If anyone know what that means I would like to hear 
from you. The vehicle was last taxed in June 1979 for four months so 
it had been off the road for 27 years when he found it. The recorded 
mileage on the speedo, which Peter believes to be correct, was 36,022 
miles. It had been stripped down and the previous owner had started to 
do some renovation work on it. The front wing, front panel and A panel 
on the driver’s side had been replaced but, unfortunately, not too well. 
As a result of the driver’s side A panel alignment being out, the driver’s 
door would not fit. After various negotiations Peter managed to buy 
the vehicle in early 2007. Eventually, when he started looking to restore 

RSP Cooper Register

I have asked the owners (well pleaded 
with them actually) of all four standard 
red press cars registered G361 CVC, 
G362 CVC,G363 CVC and G364 CVC, 
if they would bring their cars to Beaulieu 
and so far it’s all positive.

Kate Lark who lives fairly close to 
Beaulieu is bringing her RSP G361 CVC 
which amazingly is her daily runner. Then 
Sean Heath is working away getting his 
press car G362 CVC recommissioned so 
he can attend the show as well. Whereas, 
G363 CVC was restored by the Whight 
Bros a couple of years ago for Mark Hone 
and so, Mark’s wife Fiona and son Ben are 

bringing their  RSP to Beaulieu too.

I’ve been following Alex Mckie’s progress during his full restoration of 
G364 CVC and he kindly sends me plenty of photos, including a video of 
it running - an exciting time when a restoration comes to life again.

Thus, if all goes well, we should have all four press cars together for the 
first time in years at Beaulieu. So, do look out for them as well as me as 
I shall be there too this year!

Roger Hunt

Roger Hunt

Peter Farrell’s Cooper’s engine bay
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Handbooks – still a work in progress

Hot and Bothered

Another Mpi owner who contacted me had acquired his car with a long 
history file of overheating problems. The previous owner had spent 
a small fortune replacing everything that could possibly be to blame, 
including the cylinder head gasket. By all accounts it was eventually 
thought that the ECU was at fault and then someone came up with 
the idea of putting a sender unit in the top hose to control the electric 
fan. As the top hose on an Mpi Mini is the highest point in the cooling 
system, and therefore likely to have the lowest level of coolant inside, 
and thus a wide variation of temperature, you do have to wonder what 
the ECU must have made of a temperature sender unit trying to do 
its job in alternative elements of water and air. However nonsensical 
the foregoing may sound, at least the cooling fan was now working… 
except it didn’t know when to stop. 

Thankfully, the car’s current owner has a good sense of humour 
because you could not possibly make this story up unless you knew it 
to be true. And the truth is the culprit all along was a faulty brand new 
pressure cap on the coolant reservoir. Richard Pengelly tells me that 
the cap is supposed to be 22mm deep, but many re-manufactured ones 
are only 20mm deep, so they never seal properly. Vehicle problems 
that defy practical wisdom in this way are usually solved by a process 
of elimination. What you don’t expect is the replacement item to also 
be faulty, but it does happen and I am sure many readers will have had 
their own experience of this kind. I certainly have. And should you ever 
be stuck for an Mpi coolant reservoir pressure cap, I have it on good 
authority that one from a Fiat Multipla will do the job!

Owner’s Handbooks Revisited

The topic of owner’s handbooks was last visited on these pages in April 
2016 having previously covered it in more detail in the December 2015 
issue of CooperWorld.

The subject continues to be a work in progress and over the last 14 
months members have very kindly furnished me with more information. 
Perhaps now is a good time to consolidate what we know so far into 

A faulty brand new pressure cap resulted in an expensive  
overheating investigation

Rover Cooper Register

By the time you read this our annual 
Beaulieu event for 2017 will only be 
days away.

Since the first rays of warm weather 
in March, I suspect that many of our 
members who are lucky enough to own 
a ‘high days and holidays’ Mini Cooper, 
will have by now re-commissioned their 
pride and joy after the winter months 
of mechanical inactivity. But I wonder 
how many of these ‘occasional use’ 
Spi and Mpi models are heading for an 
unexpected MOT failure due to defective 
emissions or some other electronic 
sensor-related malady? What makes it all 

the more exasperating is the fact that in most cases the car will have 
passed its last MOT with flying colours and has, perhaps, only done less 
than 1,000 miles since.

The natural reaction to this diagnosis is to replace the errant sensor(s) 
and keep ones fingers crossed that this cures the problem. But what 
if it doesn’t? One of our members faced a similar issue with his late 
production Mpi Rover Cooper. After much head scratching, and more 
than a little worry about the looming dent to his wallet, it was our own 
Richard Pengelly who came to the rescue.

It is no secret that long periods of inactivity will do a car no favours. 
Untouched electrical connections are prone to corrode with age and 
environmental conditions, and the Achilles heel for the many sensors 
employed on the modern motor car is the condition of their earthing 
contact (in the US they refer to this as ‘ground’). Perhaps the most 
critical is the one in the boot that earths the negative terminal on the 
battery. Due to their sensitivity, it only requires a minute drop-off of earth 
quality for many of the sensors to trip into failure mode. Not for them 
will a quick scrape with a pen knife restore normal service. Instead, they 
require nothing less than a 100% clean metal connection including the 
mating surfaces with the securing screw or bolt and attendant washer. 
And each connection needs to be tight too. A generous blob of grease or 
Vaseline will future proof the finished joint from the elements.

Richard’s other piece of advice was to fill the petrol tank with one of the 
quality unleaded brands, (Shell V-Power, BP Ultimate or Esso Synergy 
Supreme+) that additionally cleans the fuel injectors and combustion 
system. Then, assuming you have not let the MOT expire, take the car 
out onto the nearest stretch of fast road - a motorway is best - and take 
it up to the speed limit and keep it there for a 15 or 20 minute round trip 
at full operating temperature. With luck, the detergents in the fuel will 
have cleaned out any stale residues in the injectors and inlet system, while 
the heat generated by the high engine revs should have burnt off surplus 
carbon deposits in the combustion chambers, plus the working surfaces 
of the exhaust catalyst. Now the car is ready to be presented for its MOT, 
which is exactly what our club member did… and it passed!

The cleaning agents in quality performance fuels can help  
improve emissions

John Parnell
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a table that will allow members to see what owner’s handbooks were 
available and which one would be appropriate for their particular car. 

As my recording spreadsheet grows, two things are very evident: the 
first is that while the various document wallet booklets were consistent 
with each car in terms of its features, they were not necessarily the 
most up-to-date editions. As one of our members who worked in a 
dealership showroom told me, it was very much a case of compiling 
each wallet with whatever booklets were on the shelf at the time. 

The second observation is that I still have gaps with the chronological 
sequence of the other booklets that would also have been included in 
the document wallet. Even determining the style of wallet itself is not so 
straightforward. There were at least five different design styles and the jury is 
still out as to when some of them were introduced. What is evident though 
is the ever improving quality of the wallets and the document pack as a 
whole, and this is consistent with the way in which the Mini itself was steadily 
upgraded in terms of interior comfort, safety and electronic sophistication.

Rover Cooper Owner’s Handbooks: What we know so far…

Publication No.   Comments 
AKM 6579 1990 First edition issued with RSP models, 

landscape format, white cover with 
coated clear diagonal stripes 

AKM 6579 (2nd Edition) 1990 For Mainstream models. Same cover 
design as above but without diagonal 
stripes. No reference to sunroof. 

AKM 6579 (3rd Edition) 1991 For Mainstream models. Same cover 
design as above, contents printed on 
coated paper 

AKM 6579/1 1991 Self-cover supplement for fuel 
injection Rover Coopers  

AKM 6916 1992 Plain white cover for all Mini models 
AKM 6916/2 1993 Self-cover supplement covering 

enhanced features 
AKM 7168 No content details available 
AKM 7168 (2nd Edition) ENG 1994 Consolidated edition covering all 

Mini models 
AKM 7219ENG 1994 Portrait format with Nightfire Red 

Cabriolet on the cover 
AKM 7219/1ENG 1994 Supplement for 1994 Monte Carlo 

model 
RCL 0015ENG 1995 Revised edition including new 

features announced in June of that year. 
Nightfire Red Cabriolet on cover as before 

RCL 0015ENG (2nd Edition) 1995 As above but with details of new 24 
blade type fuse box 

RCL 0179ENG 1996(?) First edition. No content details 
available 

RCL 0179ENG (2nd Edition) 1996  For Mpi Minis, portrait format, orange 
band down right hand side, Red/White 
Sports Pack Rover Cooper across front  

RCL 0179ENG (3rd Edition) 1997(?) Same cover as above. No content 
details available 

RCL 0179ENG 4th Edition 1998 Same cover as above. No content 
details available 

RCL 0179ENG 5th Edition 1999 (04.99) Revised front cover with 
orange band down left-hand side. No 
content details available. 

RCL 0179ENG 6th Edition 2000 (05.00) Same cover as above. Final 
edition applicable to Rover Minis 

The above table is only a guide. It is not exhaustive and may be subject 
to correction. ‘No content details available’ refers to those editions that 
I do not have on file and therefore cannot comment on the changes of 
content compared with the previous edition.

I will visit the other handbooks and supplements that should accompany 
the owner’s handbook, plus the different versions of document wallets 

Garry Dickens

Mini Super Register

The little Super to be featured this 
month sadly probably disappeared 
forty or more years ago. I was recently 
contacted by MCR member Frank 
Hubbard. Frank currently owns a 
totally rebuilt Mini Sprite and a coach-
built Clubman which is undergoing 
restoration and soon to be featured 
by our Coach-built registrar, Steve 
Burkinshaw. Frank’s everyday car is 
a Mini Countryman Cooper D. He 
has owned a Mini Clubman GT and a 
Morris Mini Super, the latter being the 
main subject of this article. 

Frank’s enthusiasm for Minis began 
when, in 1966, he bought an Almond green and white Morris 
Mini Super which was registered in Glasgow with the registration 
number FSS 696 in 1962. At that time, Frank was an apprentice 
panel beater at a workshop specialising in the restoration of MG 
Magnettes. He had intended to buy one and had already paid his 
boss’s son a deposit, when a visiting dealer persuaded Frank not to 
buy an ‘old man’s’ car, but instead to buy the Mini he had for sale, 
much to the boss’s son’s disapproval – it would seem he managed to 
keep his job though!   

The Mini was in fact accident-damaged and classed as an insurance 
write-off, so it was an attractive project for Frank considering his 
profession. The damage was easily repairable, being restricted to the 
off-side rear panel, inner wheel-arch and boot floor.  

Another scrap Mini was purchased from which the necessary panels 
were removed by carefully drilling out spot welds. The boot floor was 
repaired and then the car painted in Rootes Lincoln Green Metallic with 
a contrasting black roof. Very few Minis were painted in metallic paint 
back in those days, so the car looked rather special. With racing mirrors 
and spot lamps freshly fitted, the car looked good and was ready for its 
new start in life.

Frank’s Super with wife to be

themselves in a future report. As ever, constructive feedback from 
members is always most welcome.

Until next month…  
See you at Beaulieu!

John Parnell 
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RMR 276Y likely to be lost, unless someone knows better

UFK 504X not seen for some time but a hope for survival

Alan Clark

1275GT Register

One of my regular contributors, James 
Ellis, has dug through his photo collection 
and come up with a selection of GTs 
that I thought would make an interesting 
article. My hope is that they have survived 
from the time James encountered them. 
All four are from the later period of 
production, 1979 through to 1981.

Checking through the DVLA records 
for these cars is a bit of a chore since a 
full search means trying under Austin, 
Morris, Austin Morris and Leyland Cars 
as manufactures.

Our first candidate, FNP 635X, is the 
car I featured back in February and is now in safe hands with MCR 

FNP 635X now in safe hands for the future

Frank’s Super with future sisters-in-law

The Super provided Frank with faithful service for around six years 
and, amazingly, during this time he clocking up over 160,000 miles! 
These miles included nearly a dozen trips driving down to Dover and 
across to Holland.

Such a substantial mileage may not have been possible without some 
of the modifications Frank carried out during his ownership. As 
was popular at the time, a 1098 engine and gearbox were installed, 
four and a half-J wheels were fitted, as well as twin fuel tanks and 
Mk2 rear lights. Finally, the Super was sold in 1972 to make way for 
another car.

Because of restricted space at this year’s MCR’s National Mini 
Day, Sunday 11th June, there are just two allocated spaces in the 
arena for registers to display cars. This year, the Super Register 
will feature Sally Brown’s ‘Joe’- an Almond green Austin fresh from 
a major restoration  together with Jan Pettersson’s Surf blue left-
hand-drive Morris, making a long term, round trip from Alsace, 
France, to the IMM, then a short rest in England for some remedial 
work before Beaulieu.

As I had mentioned last month, we hope to have extra space 
reserved for general Super parking, close to the arena. Space is very 
valuable at Beaulieu so we have been privileged to have had this 
area in the past. Unfortunately, at last year’s meeting only one Super 
arrived. If very few arrive this year then it is likely we shall lose this 
space in future years. It would be helpful to know who might be 
bringing their Super, but not essential.  
Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any stories or 
anecdotes relating to one, please get in touch, even if it no longer exists. 

Garry Dickens

member Graham Harvey. The photo James supplied shows Graham’s 
GT at Hensford Hills Raceway 22 years ago back in 1996. Hopefully, 
Graham is progressing with his project and we will see more of FNP in 
the months to come.

RMR 276Y in Denim Blue, has a first registration date of December 
1982 under the Leyland Cars brand, which is over a year later than FNP 
635X.  However, no recent SORN or MOT records exist for it, so, 
sadly, we may have to consider it gone.

Things look more hopeful on UFK 504X; Austin Morris registered in 
August 1981 and supplied in Champaign Beige. This GT had a valid 
MOT back in September 2014 and currently is on a SORN status. 
James recalls it being a regular attendee at Stamford Hall in the 
1990s, and my hope is that it is safe and in one piece somewhere 
waiting for its rebirth.

Our last example, PNH 236Y has a very interesting history. It is listed 
with a build year of 1979, but a first registration under Leyland Cars in 
May 1983, so where was it in the intervening period?
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PNH 236Y a well-travelled GT that came home, 
where is it now though

Modern MINI Cooper Register

Well, I am back from down under and so 
no excuses.  Summer is on its way and 
show time beckons. Just remember  wash, 
rinse, dry, polish, wax and shine. And 
don’t forget to clean the inside of your 
car too. Compressed air works wonders 
with cleaning out dust from air vents. 
Preferably, use a high powered vacuum 
cleaner to suck up all the nasty stuff. 

My New JCW has finally been run in. I got 
it a week before the trip down under so I 
did not get to use it much. First trip was to 
Oulton Park for the MINI CHALLENGE 
opener, report in the Competitions 
section of this issue.  It ran so well albeit 

it was a little bit thirsty. I put that down to the car having a 2,000cc and not 
1,600cc tight engine.  Just love the track exhaust, it is like having an armed 
guard with you. Pop, Bang, Pop, pop, pop, BANG!  The suspension settings 
are great on sport (mostly all the time). I have no idea about the type of ride 
you get on the ‘Mid’ setting as I have not used it yet. The ‘Green’ setting is 
smooth and unresponsive, so I have not used that either. 

The headlamps are amazing; they go brighter when you turn into a 
corner and so really illuminate it. Sound deadening inside the car is 
superb due to the excellent build quality. 

It goes like stink, far better to drive than the R56, the seats are superb, 
and the driving position is so varied that you can select whatever takes 
your fancy 

What don’t I like?  Well, the stupid near side wing mirror dips down when you 
reverse, supposedly, so you don’t kerb the wheels. You can’t turn it off, so if 
you are reversing into a tight spot you have to turn your head right round.  

The ‘I drive’ sat nav system is far too complicated to use. There is no 
manual for it with the car and so you have to special order it for about 
£25. But it has not come into the dealers yet! Padding into the foot well 
is a bit hard, so you can’t rest your leg against it.   

David Young

The Autohome AirTop roof tent   - photo credit  MINI UK

The speedo and rev counter are the wrong way round for me. You can 
have a large speed read out at the bottom of the speedo but the rev 
counter is tucked away to the left in a half moon shape.  

The keyless driving sounds like a good feature, but if you open the boot 
and your keys are not on you but in the car, shut the boot and you are 
locked out! Then annoyingly there is no longer any storage space above 
the glove box. I have no idea why not but it’s gone.  

The seats are very comfortable as I said earlier, but if you lower the back 
rest and slide the seat forward to allow the rear seats to be used, the initial 
position is lost, unlike the R56 where it went back to your selected position. 

Apart from all that lot, I do really love this car to bits and is clearly the 
best car I have ever owned. 

News from OX4 (MINI Factory Post Code). 

NEW SPECIAL EDITION AUTOHOME ROOF TENT FOR THE 
MINI COUNTRYMAN 

The Italian specialist in automobile roof tents, AUTOHOME, has 
teamed up with the car brand to develop a two-man roof tent designed 
to be mounted perfectly onto the roof of a MINI. The roof tent comes 
available in black or white, in keeping with the contrasting roof and 
mirror caps of the new MINI Countryman. 

Designed in collaboration with the MINI Design Team, the roof tent 
looks like a conventional roof box when closed, with fibreglass housing 
and aerodynamic lines for minimal air resistance and noise. The tent is 
then raised when in use by means of four gas pressure springs. 

The roof tent can be mounted onto the MINI roof rails, which come as 
standard with the new MINI Countryman, without the use of tools in 
just a few easy moves. 

Inside, there is a high-density mattress with cotton cover, two doors 
and two windows with zips, close-meshed mosquito nets at all openings 
and a battery-operated LED interior light, as well as luggage nets and 
pockets to stow personal items. A solid aluminium ladder is provided to 
climb up onto the top floor of the MINI Countryman. 

Measuring 2.10 metres in length and 1.30 metres in width, the new MINI-
inspired roof tent is the perfect solution to outdoor adventure sleeping, 
whether on a short weekend break or a longer travelling experience. 

Launched in the UK in February 2017, the new MINI Countryman is 
the biggest and most versatile model to be launched in the brand’s 57-
year history. With its larger external dimensions, and increases in space 
throughout the cabin and luggage area, it offers occupants even greater 
comfort and a genuinely premium ambience. 

The special edition AirTop roof tent is available to buy now at http://
shop.autohome-official.com/en/sintesi-della-gamma-maggiolina/50-
autohome-roof-tent-for-mini-countryman.html 

That’s all from me for this month. 

David Young

James’s conversation with the owner at the Gaydon Motor Museum revealed 
the answer to the mystery. The first owner was a British diplomat who 
purchased the GT knowing that production was winding up and immediately 
shipped the car to Hong Kong, that being his posting at the time.

At the end of his two year posting he took the decision to re-import 
the GT back to the UK and obtain its first UK registration in May 1983. 
Currently on a SORN with a last MOT in April 2007, my hope is that it 
is a survivor and someone knows of its whereabouts.

Alan Clark
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

1st Meeting 8.00pm 
Thursday May 25th

The Beefeater, 200-202 Westerleigh Road, Emersons Green, 
Bristol, BS16 7AN. Subsequent dates TBA

David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

  Herts & 
  London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

The New Inn, Great Limber, Lincolnshire, DN37 8JL.  
On the A18 between Kerminton (Humberside Airport)  
and Keelby

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049 0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

Scotland Sunday 13th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

Wiltshire & Dorset Alternate 2nd Wednesday 
each Month 8.00pm 

Even number months Redlynch Sports & Social Club, 
Woodfalls Cross, The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN 

Odd number months Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood 
Road, Avon, Christchurch, BH23 7BQ

Malcolm Francis 
malcsmf@btinternet.com 

Nick Stansmore 
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW
REGION

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org
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MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS
Featuring

www.leacyclassics.com

FOR A FRIENDLY WELCOME AND GREAT ADVICE, WHY NOT VISIT OUR SHOP?
Aston Lane, Birmingham, B20 3BW

DELIVERY: UK wide delivery available: 
For remote areas, offshore islands and 
international destinations please call.

Tel: 0121 356 3003 · E-mail: info@min-its.com · www.leacyclassics.com

Thousands of parts for YOUR car
FUEL + CARBS

Part Description  Price 

AUF214Z S&M FUEL PUMP 63-74  £51.30 

AZX1818 MINI FUEL PUMP 69-91  £35.82 

XNB10007 MINI DUEL SENDER 58-96 CARB MODEL  £15.60 

XNB100380 MINI INJ FUEL SENDER 96>  £27.30 

AAU8340 MINI FUEL SENDER TANK MINI VAN/ESTATE/PICKUP  £24.30 

14A7057 MINI FUEL NECK GROMMET 58-97  £3.90 

GGT101 2-1/2INCH HUEL HOSE  £1.92 

PANELS

ALA5660 MINI A POST 69> GENUINE  £21.60 

BMP454 MINI RH FRONT WING  £99.00 

ABD36004 MINI RH FRONT FLITCH INN 76-89  £199.80 

CZH455 MINI MKII BONNET 70-96  £174.00 

BMD36001 MINI BOOT LID 90>  £198.00 

BMP343 MINI MKIV COMPLETE BODYSHELL 76-89 (TO ORDER ONLY)  £6,858.00 

HMP441016 MINI BOOT FLOOR & BATTERY BOX 59> ALL MODELS  £225.60 

BRAKES

13H5541 MINI HANDBRAKE GRIP  £1.74 

1G5999 RETURN SPRING PEDAL  £2.34 

FAM8356 HANDBRAKE LEVER GRIP LATE MINI  £5.10 

GDB105 BRAKE DRUM MINI 850-1000  £14.10 

GDB106 BRAKE DRUM MINI COOPER MK1/2 COOPER S  £14.70 

GBS733 MINIFRONT BRAKE SHOES  £12.30 

GBH170 MINI FRONT BRAKE HOSE MINI 67-84 DRUM(  £5.10 

GPR104A MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) >76(2REQ)MINI 76>  £1.17 

GPR107A MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) MINI 76-90  £1.02 

SZU10001 MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) 90>  £2.34 

CLUTCH

13H2934 MINI FLYWHEEL OIL SEAL  £2.34 

GMC1008 MINI MASTER CYLINDER CLUTCH 59-89  £47.10 

1G5999 RETURN SPRING PEDAL 53-58/MOGGI/MINI  £2.34 

GSY118 MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER 83.94  £39.30 

GSY118Z MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER REPRO  £24.00 

GSY110 CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER S&M 58-66/MINI 59-83/A11/1300  £28.20 

88G508 MINI FLYWHEEL LOCKING KEY 64-85 (DIAPHRAGM)  £9.04 

COOLING

GWP132 WATER PUMP S&M 58-67/MINI SMALL IMPELLOR  £15.90 

GTS104 THERMOSTAT DEG C MGB 62-80/S&M 58-79/TR6/TR8  £4.86 

GRC110 15PSI RADIATOR CAP BV8 73-76/MID 74-79/TR7/MINI  £3.90 

12G2129 THICK FAN BLADE  £11.70 

CHS2515 THERMO STUD COVER MGA/B 55>/S&M 63-72/MINI  £1.44 

53K402 HEATER STUD TAP S&M 64-74/MOGGI 61-71/MINI  £0.72 

14A9988 MINI CABLE HEATER MINI MK1/2  £16.50 

CABLES

Part Description  Price 

14A6740 MINI BOOTLID CABLE  £2.80 

21A1202 MINI SINGLE CARB CHOKE CABLE  £16.50 

21A2329 MINI CHOKE CABLE 68-87  £8.70 

24A2738 MINI HEATER CABLE 58-89  £8.70 

NAM7914 MINI CABLE THROTTLE 65  £5.10 

21A1204 MINI CABLE CHOKE TWIN CARB - COOPER/S MK1/2  £16.50 

SBF10027 MINI CABLE CHOKE 27 - MINI 87  £10.10 

ENGINE & MOUNTS

MRC1275 ROCKER VALVE COVER S&M 58-74/MINI 58>  £22.62 

12A1175 TAPPET GASKET COVER (RUBBER) MGA/B 55-80/S&M 58-74/MINI 66> MGC  £0.97 

GLP138 OIL PUMP SLOT TYPE MINI A+1300  £18.36 

12G2134 Y PIECE CONNECTION MINI 74-91/MGB 70-80/S&M 68-74  £2.70 

12G1053 ALTERNATOR BRACKET USED TO CONVERT DYNAMO/ALT FIX  £6.90 

ARA221 OIL COOLER MGB 62-75  £40.50 

22A1018 MINI ENGINE MOUNT LH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £10.98 

SWITCHES

21A2658 MINI RH INDICATOR SWITCH 76-84  £35.94 

13H337 SWITCH-IGNITION MINI MKII  £9.96 

13H7778 INDICATOR SWITCH AUS 11/1300 67-71/MINI MK2  £42.90 

24G1345 BARREL & KEY SWITCH  £8.10 

BAU5345 SWITCH-INDICATOR MINI  £35.40 

YUF101010 SWITCH-BRAKE CHECK MINI  £23.46 

13H6343 WIPER SWITCH MKII MINI 74-76 1SPEED  £10.02 

YUF101000 HAZARD SWITCH  76>  £12.00 

2A9129 WIPER SWITCH 57SA MINI MKI/II/MOGGI  £10.14 

YUF101030 LIGHT SWITCH MINI 76-91  £12.00 

BADGES

DAH100950MMM MINI COOPER BOOTLID BADGE MINI 2000>  £14.10 

DAH100920MMM MINI COOPER SPORT BADGE  £12.30 

24A23 BADGE -MINI COOPER MKI AUSTIN  £7.56 

14A6802 BADGE-AUSTIN MINI MKI  £7.92 

CZH2717 BADGE - LEYLAND HOUSE S&M 70-74/MGB/MINI A PANEL  £6.24 

DAB101130 BADGE-ITALIAN JOB-BONNET MINI  £28.50 

CZH1305 BADGE-FRONT MINI MK3 MINI/COOPER S  £18.90 

MANIFOLD + EXHAUSTS

GEX7046 MANIFOLD CLAMP S&M>64/MINI 63-85/MOGGI  £2.24 

GEX7081 MINI CENTRE EXHAUST MOUNT 58-96  £1.80 

GEX7661 MINI EXHAUST MOUNT MINI 5/92>/METRO MG TURBO  £3.78 

GEX7761 MINI CATALYST GASKET  £2.10 

L61 MANIFLOW LCB Y PIECE  £34.80 

LST001A MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX SIDE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.40 

LST001B MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX CENTRE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.94 
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Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

We have had some great springtime weather for getting out in our Minis, and already the regions have had some good runs and 
attended shows - so a good start to the Mini and MINI year.

If you haven't already done so, I would certainly recommend contacting your regional organiser so that you are kept informed of any events going on near you. 
This is a great way of meeting up with other MCR members and having a great day out. I would also recommend making contact with the regional organisers 
of your neighbouring regions, as it is a good way of venturing further afield with MCR members.  Likewise, I would encourage the Regional organisers to make 
contact with members in adjoining regions when organising runs or events.

In April, we took part in the Hambledon Vineyard run that the Hampshire region organised, and it was great to have MCR members from Pinner and West 
Sussex join us for the scenic run. Then the highlight of the day was visiting Hambledon Vineyard where we learnt about the wine production process, did some 
wine tasting too of course, and had discussions about our Minis and plans for the year ahead.

Beaulieu is nearly upon us and so I am looking forward to meeting up with some of you on the day. And just a reminder to all regions that there will be a prize 
for the best MCR Region stand on the day.

Richard Sign, Regional Co-ordinator  
regions@minicooper.org

Bristol, Gloucester & Somerset Region

April has been a busy month in the car show world; I personally attended The Practical Classics & Restoration 
Show at the NEC, which was large and good show. Classics at the Mill in Crewkerne, set in one of the most 
picturesque places, had some great cars and, the Downton Car Club (DEWS) show was very interesting too. 
The Wilts & Dorset MCR Region had a stand with 13plus cars (see photos). It was great to meet them and I am 
sure we will do a joint regional event in the future.

I have only been in the role for 4 weeks; however, I have been in contact with about 50% of BGS members. If I 
haven't been in contact with 'you' yet, I hope we will correspond soon.

One benefit of the MCR is its wealth of knowledge and, so far, members have asked me to help find out about: 
1) Where to find and how to fit rear seat belts, 2) How to switch off an airbag light and 3) Where to get a D23 
dizzy refurbished. I am learning a lot too!
Another benefit is discounted car insurance - my first quote for my 1971S was £199 and then after calling 
around and using the MCR name, I was quoted £154.  

We have some amazing Minis in the BGS region, including – a 970S, 1071S, 1275S, Police Mini, vans, pickups, a 
rally winner, 20 plus years owned, 40 plus years owned, projects, drivers, custom, original and Concourse cars. 
Alas, some owners have sold their cars this year but are already regretting it and are on the lookout for new 
projects. 

I know members are actively looking for Cooper and S projects and, 1969 / 1970 1275 GTs. If members see / 
hear of any interesting or unusual local projects for sale please let me know and I will circulate the details - of 
course, 50 plus pairs of eyes are better than just one pair of eyes!  I recently heard about a 1967 S project (no 
Shell) and a 998 Cooper (no engine) were for sale and owned by the same person in the Cheddar area, both 
were sold within 5 days.

Looking forward - it is our first regional meet up at 8pm on Thursday 25th May at the Beefeater, Emersons 
Green. I will be wearing a Mini T-Shirt, have the club logo on a table and will be talking about Minis – so I should 
be easy to spot. The way the MCR works is that each region fund themselves.  BGS can buy/do almost anything 
but we need regional cash to pay for it. So, to start building a regional fund, my idea is that we ask members to 
donate Mini related car parts/ memorabilia/bric-a-brac - basically, anything Mini/car related you have hanging 
around or you don't want or will never use - i.e. a Mug, twin carbs, an old wheel, a can of oil etc. We then sell 
your donated items to each other at our meet up or on eBay. If we make £1 or £100, it all adds up over time 
and the money will be used to further the BGS region. So, please bring an item with you to the meet up if you 
can.   

Sunday, June 11th is the date of the MCR Mini Day at Beaulieu - the jewel in the crown for the MCR. On the weekend of 17th and 18th June is the Bristol Classic 
Car Show, at the Shepton Mallett Show Ground. We have a stand and welcome members to attend, be on the stand, have a drink/chat /eat biscuits etc. As 
the MCR is the No.1 Mini club, the stand is usually busy, so any time you can give to help out will be great. We will be showing 4 cars, I think we have 4 Minis 
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promised, but I would welcome reserve cars just in case, and/or people who would be happy to show their cars at future events. On Saturday 19th August the 
MCR has a track day at the Castle Combe race circuit. Basically, you pay some cash and drive around the circuit (further details are on page 7 of the magazine). 
You can just come to watch, meet people and perhaps take part next year. The track is just off J17of the M4.

That's all from me and I will be in contact again in around 3 weeks. 

Many thanks

David Dangerfield
Email: bgsregion@cooperworld.org  or dangerf55@yahoo.co.uk

Hampshire

After completing Minis to Monte in 2016, I came 
home and decided I needed to do more runs out 
in the Mini involving something other than car 
shows. Standing in a field looking at rusty cars can 
become a bit samey, so I thought lets combine 
some other interests to sex it all up a bit.

Back at Xmas time at our monthly regional meet, 
I threw open the idea of a Champagne tour to 
a local wine house in our Minis. It was a strange 
conversation, with some not keen to get involved 
and others asking why we were not going to 
France, “baby steps” I said let’s see who comes 
on a local trip before we get involved in Foreign 
travel. A good number of the MCR Hants crew 
were interested, and we were bolstered up by 
6 members from Dorset and Sussex regions as 
well. Everyone seemed pretty keen so I searched 
the web and found Hambledon Vineyard.

On the 23rd April the event took place. In total 
11 cars met up, of which 9 were old Minis, 1 new 
MINI and a Ford Escort RS 2000. We met in a 
local car park in glorious sunshine and headed 
across the South Downs to Hambledon Vineyard.

Hambledon is a beautiful working vineyard and winery in Hampshire making very high end 
Sparkling English wines. We were taken around on a 2 hour tour by Phil, who is a joint owner of 
the vineyard, and was amazingly well informed and enthusiastic. The tour of the facility including 
an in-depth guide to the vines, the picking, the pressing, blending, bottling and finally ending 
in sampling of the wares. All 20 of us enjoyed it very much and many a case of champers was 
purchased as well as us indulging in an excellent cream tea.
Until you visit one of the operating houses you don’t realise how much effort, care and love goes 
into every one of the 50 million bubbles that goes into the average bottle of sparkling wine. 

All the cars behaved themselves and no incidents were reported, so I guess now I have to organise another one? I’m thinking a brewery tour next.

Graham Hendra

Mid Staffs Region

Two reports from recent events this month! Firstly, at our regular meeting 
on April 3rd, we were joined by MCR Honorary Member Lady Watson, 
who despite having been married for over 50 years is still known as 
Christabel Carlisle within the motorsport world. Previously, CooperWorld 
has reviewed Christabel’s new book entitled Mini Virtuoso, and she 
attended to talk about her life and sign copies of the book. 

Having received an Austin 850cc Mini for her 21st birthday, she set 
about ‘secretly’ racing it after finding spectating boring. Although she 
had competed in a couple of road rallies, by the time of her first race 
in mid-June 1960, the Mini, registered CMC 77 had acquired a Sprite 
cylinder head, two carburettors, a special manifold and noisy exhaust! 
She finished the race on the Silverstone club circuit in 7th place, having 
learnt all about terminal understeer during the day! In preparation for 
this meeting she tested the car at Silverstone a few days earlier and had 
attracted the attention of Marcus Chambers the BMC Competitions 
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Manger, who was there also testing (a Healey 3000) with Jack 
Sears. He was impressed by Christabel’s consistency so offered 
her the opportunity for Jack to drive her around the circuit 
and show her the correct lines. This chance meeting eventually 
led to Christabel getting semi-Works support to run a Cooper 
and later a Cooper S prepared by Don Moore Racing. As her 
experience built up, the results improved, and by July 1961 she 
had qualified for an International Licence, allowing her to race at 
Monza, the Nürburgring, Denmark, Mont Ventoux and Sebring. 
She also navigated on two Monte Carlo rallies, with John Sprinzel 
in 1962 and Timo Makinen in 1963. During her talk, Christabel 
described how she first met up with Timo at Geneva airport, 
and the subsequent drive out of the airport car park as terrifying. 
She had never been driven so fast on icy roads! Timo also didn’t 
speak English at the time so Christabel had to organise everything 
– including ordering food. She resorted to ‘moo’ for beef, ‘baa’ 
for lamb, and drawings for fish and vegetables. Reading the pace 
notes were also a problem for him as he didn’t understand the 
instructions. So, she concentrated on the dangerous bends and 
junctions leaving Timo to sort out the rest as they went. The 
event itself was very snowy and less than 100 of the 296 starters 
finished. Timo and Christabel finished 13th overall and won the GT 
class.

Her career lasted just 3 years during which time she left a mark 
on racing and rallying forever. After competing she married Sir 
Andrew Watson, becoming Lady Watson and achieved an MA 
in Historical Architecture at Warwick University, publishing a 
dissertation about the history of The Cathedral of Santiago de 
Compostela, and her further research led to a re-dating of the 
west end of the cathedral following her theory that it was much 
older than opinion had it of the day. She has completed a number 
of long distance walks – Gibraltar to La Caruna; Marseilles to La 
Harve and Lands End to John o’ Groats. She has also climbed 
Mount Kilimanjaro, Mount Olympus, Mount Ararat and Mount 
Gondogoro. 

It was a wonderful evening in the company of an inspiring lady. 
The notes here can only give a flavour of her life which makes 
buying a copy of her book Mini Virtuoso a must. My thanks to 
Christabel for driving up to Stone to entertain us and to Stuart 
Turner for enabling it to happen.

Turning now to Drive it Day on the 23rd April. This year we visited 
a restoration business, RBW Sports and Classics at Shenstone, 
followed by a Sunday Lunch at the nearby Fox and Hounds. To 

round off the day a scenic route of 45 miles back to Stone was offered. Twenty seven cars signed up for the day out, ranging from a 1937 Riley 
Kestrel to a 2002 MG TF, with a few more joining in by the time we got to RBW at 11.00am, including Neil Preston with his splendid Mk 1 Austin 
Cooper S. Other Minis were entered by Nick and Lynne Hunter (Vortz Cooper Formula R) and Colin and Margaret Armit (Rover Mini Cooper). 
MGs were the most numerous marque and Austin Healey’s the most numerous model. At RBW’s we were greeted with tea or coffee and biscuits, 
before looking around their facilities. In the workshops on the day they had a Reliant Scimitar GTE, A TR6, Jaguar XJS and an A30. Embarrassingly, 
my own car (MGB) needed a little attention whilst there as it had sprung a petrol leak in the metal pipe from the fuel pump to the front bulkhead. 
We moved on to the Fox and Hounds at about 12.30 where we had the whole restaurant reserved for us, and enjoyed an excellent two course 
Sunday dinner, which was exceptional value at £11.45 per head (the beef was very good!). The turnout for Drive it Day was so good that a few 
people had to eat at another pub nearby. All the cars parked in the pub car park also attracted a lot of attention from other customers of the pub.

The return route to Stone took us to the south and west of Lichfield, passing through Whittington and the Fradley Park warehousing complex, 
after which there was the option to stop off at Curborough to view a Sprint meeting. The rest of the route was along mostly B-Roads of eastern 
Staffordshire, passing through Handsacre, Abbots Bromley and the outskirts of Uttoxeter. From here it was planned to use a nice B-Road back to 
Stone, but unfortunately the gates on a level crossing were stuck down and the police were turning the traffic around. I hope those who were less 
familiar with the area found a suitable alternative! Other than this it was a great day made better by the warm spring sunshine.

Finally for this month, a quick look at our next couple of meetings:

Monday June 5th. Informal Concours night where people attending vote for the car they would most like to take home with them. Nick Hunter is 
investigating if Minimine will support a class for Minis and MINIs.

Monday July 3rd. Annual BBQ night. Hopefully, the sun will come along for 2017! 
Note – due to a change of landlord this may have to be postponed. So if you are not on the circulation of information for The Stone 
Classic Car Group and are proposing to attend please email or phone me before travelling.

That’s all for this month.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com   01785 760211
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Newcastle & Durham Region

The April monthly meet saw some 
healthy competition between 
members, in the form of the 
Region’s Annual Quiz. It involved 
four teams answering questions 
on five, car-related topics – a 
picture round on British Formula 
1 Champions, followed by rounds 
on Sponsorship and Advertising, 
Film and TV, F1 and Motorsport.  
Quizmaster this time around was 
Stuart Watson, by virtue of his 
being in the winning team last year. 
Winners, with 51½ points out of a 
possible 70, were Dave, Graham 
and me, thanks largely to Dave’s 
excellent F1 knowledge. The 
runners up with 32½ points were 
the team of Jeff, Alan and Colin.  A 
big thumb up to Stuart for putting 
together such an excellent and 
well thought out quiz. The first 
round on F1 champions was a 
particular highlight, and it never 

ceases to amaze, how the seemingly unanswerable questions we’re given in these 
quizzes do, after a lot of head scratching, brainstorming and wild guesses, get 
answered correctly!  We look forward to the next  quiz when the mantle of running 
it passes to this year’s winning team, and we have the prospect of at least two 
rounds on Lambretta scooters and Fishing!

The call in the last regional report for ideas to enrich our programme of members' 
events appears to have borne fruit, with not one, but two offers to put on a club 
run. Stepping up once again is Dennis Perkins, who has kindly offered to organise a 
run out for members on Sunday the 25th of June.  Starting in Darlington and finishing 
in Whitby, this will be a low cost event with simple navigation taking in some of 
the best roads and coastal scenery North Yorkshire has to offer. If there’s sufficient 
support, there may also be the possibility of a second run on Sunday the 10th of 
September. Organised by Stuart Watson and equally appealing, this involves heading 
across ‘the tops’ to the Lake District for the Lakeland Motor Museum’s Classic 
Drive and Ride in Day. To register your interest in either event, please get in touch 
with me at nialltcook@hotmail.com

That’s all for now other than to draw peoples' attention to the Region’s rally, the 
Northumberland Borders Rally, taking place on Saturday the 18th of November 
this year, to avoid clashes with competing events. With 2017 marking the 10th 
anniversary of the event, we will be going out of our way to make it the best ever, 
with new and exciting test challenges for crews to enjoy, as well as featuring some 
excellent rallying roads not used in previous years.  We also intend launching a new 
website for the event, as the old one is a bit long in the tooth now. As ever, for more information, see the rally’s Facebook page.

Suffolk Region

For those who have been following the progress of Steve 
Burch’s Innocenti restoration, it has now been completed and 
by the time you read this should have been for its MOT. The 
main part of the restoration relating to the body and engine 
etc was carried out by Ted Sparrow at East Anglia Mini Centre. 
However, final assembly was diligently undertaken by club 
member Jack Gray at his St Osyth home. It should be worth 
looking out for at Beaulieu and it has got a great number plate 
as you will see from the photo above. Easter Sunday saw Peter 
and Terri, Steve and Sandra, Terry, Olga and me, take part in the 
annual Easter East Coast Mini Club run from Bury St Edmunds, 
where the Club is based, to Southwold on the North Sea. Over 
100 Minis, large and small, took part by a torturous 90 odd mile 
route along mainly Suffolk lanes and through several swollen 
fords. All good fun, and by the time we all got home Peter and 
Terri had clocked up 170 miles! It was nice to see Richard Ashley 
after his recent illness in his Ex -Works prepared 1275 S turn up 
at the start to see us all off. As usual, a swarm of onlookers soon 
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Quizmaster Stuart Watson picks out the teams

Cars stop off at Hartside Pass 
during a run out a few years ago

Finished Innocenti
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descended to view his pride and joy. By the time you read this we should have attended and flown 
the flag for the MCR at The Mini Festival at Snetterton, and should be only a fortnight away from 
Beaulieu, where four of us will be doing parking duties on the second (10:30am) shift. Don’t forget 
to look for the red and black left hand drive Innocenti!

Ian MacPherson
Suffolk Region

Ian MacPherson
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk   07749936274

Wilts. & Dorset region

Monthly meeting news

We had a sociable meeting at Redlynch on April 12th with 10 members in attendance. It was particularly pleasing to see Richard Sign, who made us 
all very envious with his descriptions of his two part-time jobs – showing parties around Beaulieu Motor Museum and delivering Maseratis and other 
exotica for Modena (Lymington).

Everett Jones read us a couple of pages from his record of various telephone conversations 
which kept us amused. Some agenda items were discussed and, as ever, no conclusions 
reached – that’s why we keep on having such sociable monthly meetings.
There will be 14 of us attending at Beaulieu including our ‘breakout’ member Everett, who 
appears to have been invited to put his Mk II Cooper S on the Ex-Works and Competition car 
display stand (Yes, yes, we know, his car has a rather large fuel tank).

Downton Classic Vehicle Show 29th April 2017

Run by the Downton Motor Club (DEWS) in conjunction with the Downton village Cuckoo 
Fair, this is always a popular and interesting event, with many and varied vehicles on display. 
Our region had a stand and this year we had 13 cars on display which is our best turn out yet 
for this show.
The day was, as is traditional, cold in the morning but thankfully dry and the sun did finally 
break through before 3 p.m. allowing for a comfortable final hour. As it was our best showing 
yet, I felt that all those who made the effort to make the day such a success, should be 
recognised with a mention so here goes.
Cars and associated persons were:-
Malcolm Francis 1971 Mk III Austin Cooper S 1330cc
Alan Booth 2015 John Cooper Works Cabriolet
Nick Stansmore 1990 John Cooper Works S 1293cc
Judy Spratley 1999 Cooper Monte Carlo
Everett Jones Mk II Abingdon Cooper S F reg.
Adrian Mitchell Modified 1963 Mini 998cc
Dave Ball 1964 Austin Cooper
Rog the Hat and Lynne 2016 Mini Cooper Clubman
Frank and Stella Willis 2000 1275 Cooper Sport
Ian Williams 1967 1275 Cooper S (L/H drive)
John Edwards 1967 Mk II Cooper 998
Phil Thomson 1963 Austin Cooper S 1070
Clive and Marion Brooks 1995 Downton Club Sport

As usual, several of our number visited the Cuckoo Fair in Downton village and came back 
clutching various ‘must have’ discoveries and plants. I was the very grateful recipient of an iced 
bun (thanks to the Brooks) and some dunkin’ donuts (thanks to Nick and Judy).
I was pleased to meet with David 
Dangerfield who has taken on the 
role of organiser for the dormant 
Bristol, Gloucestershire and 
Somerset region. Hopefully, our chat 
about running a region hasn’t put him 
off. If you live in those areas and want 
to support him you can email him on 

dangerf55@yahoo.co.uk.
Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and are looking forward to meeting up again at 
Beaulieu, which is our next event. We were hoping to have something in May but have 
unexpectedly discovered that we are not! I won’t be at Beaulieu, so goodness knows what 
will happen about a monthly regional report – I could always make it up!
Our next meeting is at Redlynch on June 14th.

Minis at Bury St Edmunds

 Spot the 
Cuckoo in 
the nest!

MCR display at Downton

Downton Classic Vehicle Show

Maseratis
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Thought for the month

Whilst tussling with the concise crossword in my newspaper the other day, I started thinking about one of the clues –‘original’. It reminded me of a 
quote I read recently which said: “Everything is only original once”.

Malcolm Francis

Malcolm Francis malcsmf@btinternet.com (Wilts)
Nick Stansmore nickstansmore@live.co.uk (Dorset)

Malcolm Francis (Wilts), malcsmf@btinternet.com  
Nick Stansmore (Dorset), nickstansmore@live.co.uk    

Worcestershire region
 
The MCR Worcestershire Region had a good day at the Malvern Festival of 
Transport on the 9th April. The weather was great all day long as you can 
see from the photos. Mark Ruff had the Best Cooper in the show and his 
wife Ruth had Best of show with her 1980 Minivan. 

Some of the region members also had great day out with the Minis at 
Halfpenny Green Airport on May Bank Holiday Sunday. 

The Worcestershire Region has also helped to raise £1,102 with Mercia 
Minis for the British Heart Foundation.

Mick Rowley

 Minis at Halfpenny Green Airport
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FOR SALE AND WANTED

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to register 
vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number (V.I.N.) and/or 
an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the police to inspect cars without 
either one of these identification numbers. Members and readers are 
advised to be cautious before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free (minis and 
mini parts only) providing they are not excessively long nor in the course 
of business trade. Please quote your membership number when writing. 
Non-members and trade members wishing to place a classified advert 
must enclose a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should be 
made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.  All traders are 
required to state this fact clearly in their advertisements either by 
the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) and/or 
chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in written 
form only please and addressed to the magazine editor. This includes 
instructions for repeat insertions and/or advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale
1991 Main stream Rover Cooper totally original and only serviceable items 
replaced. Full history all MOT’S. Imported but not Japanese. Mileage 7,000 
plus miles.£9,495. Tel 01325 320228.

Parts for sale
Five 4.5J X10” reverse rim wheels all stamped LP918 need stripping and painting but 
good £110. Twin 1.25 inch SU carbs factory air filter box for Mk3 S or 1275GT good 
condition £75. Used Serck 13 row oil cooler good £40. Reverse gear lock, Minispares 
new £15. Pair Gp2 rear fibreglass spats new £20. Austin Mini Drivers Handbook AKD 
3887C 1964 good £20. Cooper inlet manifold 12A-309 but an extra hole has been drilled 
in it £30. Speedograph chrome air filter for 1.5 inch SU new in box £20. New old stock 
‘Seven’ bootlid badge £10. Used ‘Seven’ bootlid badge £5. Cast aluminium number 
plate used digits 3.5 inch high: 0 1 V J F K. £6 each. I can bring any of the above items to 
Beaulieu on 11th June.  Please call Neil on 07879  261376 or 01922 646527

Original unused 1964 Monte Carlo Rally Plaque £400. Original unused 1967 Monte 
Carlo Rally Plaque £400. I believe that these plates were supplied to be fitted to the 
Service crew cars and were surplus to requirements. Classic Mini 850cc Formula Mini 
7 race engine, block, rods, flat top pistons, wedged and polished crankshaft £350. Mini 
MPi engine new old stock on factory pallet and still in original wrapping £1000.1071 
block, crankshaft and con-rods for rebuild £2,995. Paddy Hopkirk full length sump 
guard £150. 1959 passenger door lock round button £50. Mini Metro used discs and 
calipers £50. Original Quinton Hazel crimped 850 Saloon new old stock exhaust 
system £75. Gearbox DAM 5625 built by Bill Richards fitted with central oil pick-up 
£350. Quaffe limited slip differential new and boxed £650. Mk V shell, sub-frames, 
brakes, new front panel and wings. Needs sills but ideal for building a Miglia car £600. 
Tel: 01892 770502 evenings and ask for Bryan. Sussex.

Two sets of Minilife wheels and tyres. Set1: Wheels as new with good Yokohama 
032R tyres includes centre caps but no wheels nuts £352. Set2: Wheels in excellent 
condition with very good Yokohama A008 tyres including centre caps and wheel 
nuts £375.Works two wheel roof rack exact replica of the Works rack painstakingly 
reproduced by Bryan Purves using an original Works rack as a template.Very little use 
and in excellent condition with all necessary fittings.Ideal for Minis to ... events £395.
Twin HS2 airbox near new condition with original finish, decals, wing nuts and washers. 
A very rare item in this condition suit concourse build £200. I can deliver these items to 
Beaulieu on June 11th if required. Telephone Nick on 01785 813693

Carpet sets for sale
Complete 9 piece red Veltone carpet sets with sound proof backing.  
For Mini MKI, Cooper and Cooper S. Each set has a MKI heel mat attached and comes 
with floor clips plus separate black pads for underneath the seats. Also complete 9 
piece black Veltone carpet sets with slightly thinner soundproofing. For MKII Cooper 
and Cooper S with MKII heel mat attached floor clips plus separate black pads for 
underneath the seats.

I also have rubber toe mats that stop your foot wearing out the carpet near the 
accelerator, plus MKI and MKII rubber heel mats that are sold separately to the 9 
piece sets.
I am hoping to be able to offer grey sets in the near future too.

For any further information or to receive a sample please email: downtonbos@
yahoo.co.uk or telephone landline: 01970 617010 or mobile: 07974608333.  I am 
willing to ship worldwide.

Private registration plate M1SSM for sale. Looking for offers around 
£40,000.  If interested please phone Michelle on: 07861 381947 or by email:  
medhurstmichelle@hotmail.com

Parts wanted
Trim wanted, blue and grey/gold brocade for surf blue Cooper. Newton 
Commercial or original type in excellent condition. 3.5 inch Cooper S rims.  Twin 
1.25 inch SU air filter box for Mk1 Cooper/S. Please call Neil on 07879 261376  or  
01922 646527
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As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply.  *Terms and conditions apply, visit cherished.carolenash.com/terms-and-conditions. †Based on an average customer saving 32% compared to buying three 
separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 51 year old male driving a 1972 MG B; a 1971 MG B and a 1972 MG Midget. Savings accurate as of 22 March 2017. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841. 
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3  Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the 
event of an accident which is not your fault

3 Up to 15% discount for club members

3  You could save up to 32% with a Multi-Classic 
Vehicle policy†

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

WIN A MAZDA MX5 V-SPEC*

GET A QUOTE TO BE ENTERED
PRESENTED AT THE NEC CLASSIC  

MOTOR SHOW BY FUZZ TOWNSHEND

cherished.carolenash.com
Classic    |    Camper Van    |    Specialist    |    Military    |    Performance

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 7pm, Sat 9am - 5pm.  
As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply.  *Terms and conditions apply, visit cherished.carolenash.com/terms-and-conditions. †Based on an average customer saving 32% compared to buying three 
separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 51 year old male driving a 1972 MG B; a 1971 MG B and a 1972 MG Midget. Savings accurate as of 22 March 2017. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841. 

“ OUR CLASSIC 
CAR INSURANCE 
COMES WITH A 
WELL POLISHED 
SERVICE”
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Still a fun drive? We fi nd out

 FIRST DRIVE 

PLUS: 
■ Motorsport preview

■ JCW GPs in Turkey

■ Meets, shows, news

Dream machineR53 Cooper S has the lows and the power

R53 COOPER S RIDES ON AIRLASER BLUE R56 COOPER S 
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Find out how to fi t
adjustable rear arms 
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17 INSPIRING READERS’ MINIS
10 MUST-HAVE NEW PRODUCTS

PRO DETAILING TIPS TO SHINE UP YOUR MINI 
PROJECT UPDATE: FITTING ESTATE WINDOW TRIMS
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Mk2 runabout gets luxury treatment        Kangaroo kicks with turbo power        Patina-perfect 1960 Mini-Minor

WORKS MINI RACER 
JOHN FITZPATRICK 

WIN A MEGUIAR’S 
DA POLISHING  KIT

£2,000 impulse buy becomes stylish family transport£2,000 impulse buy becomes stylish family transport
WESTIE WOODY
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FOR MINI 
OWNERS
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MINI MIGLIA BUILD, STELVIO ROAD TRIP,PLUS
KEITH CALVER’S ESSENTIAL VERTO CLUTCH GUIDE

SUPER SEVEN
EARLY MKI BUILT

FOR ENJOYMENT

BIG-BORE BLASTER
OLD SCHOOL TWEAKS,
NEW AGE TRICKS

STUNNING FAST ROAD 
MINIS TO SATISFY ALL 
TASTES AND BUDGETS

ROAD RACER
HISTORIC FIA STYLING,
SWIFTUNE 1380 POWER

JAPAN’S FINEST
130BHP 16-VALVE
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BUYING THE ’90s 
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THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS
ROVER HISTORY

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?

M
ay

 2
01

7 
 V

ol
.2

3 
N

o.
06

   £
4.

10

HIGHS AND LOWS
ROOTES TO CHRYSLER

FIND ME A...
HOT HATCH ICON

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS

Vol.23  
No.06

May 2017

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE 
TRIUMPH TR7

ESSENTIAL ADVICE IN BUYING 
BRITAIN'S BARGAIN SPORTS CAR

CHOOSE A SHOW:
NEW AGE CLASSICS:
TOYOTA MR2 MK3

THIS SUMMER'S 
EVENTS LISTING

CHOOSE A SHOW:
PLUS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING

 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS
100sOF CARSFOR SALEBUY A NEW CLASSIC FOR SPRING

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?£5k

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

150 MPH EXOTICS

HIGHS AND LOWS SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

80s XR FORDS
FROM £2500

SpecialistRates
forClubMembers

*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate
House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. FP ADGE775.3.17

With FJ+ you can add to your policy from a range of cover
options* including breakdown, agreed value, salvage
retention and spare parts.

Call our friendly UK team for a quote.

0333 207 6004
or visit footmanjames.co.uk

Insurance
solutions* for
classics and
more.

R
umours
circulate about
the future
of storied
British sports

car maker Lotus. As
Chinese manufacturers
add to their portfolios
by investing in historic
domestic marques,
industrial relations mar
others. Is Lotus about to
join Vauxhall by passing
into French hands? Full
story inside.

1000
CLASSICS
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
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BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA
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-
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR

LASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICCCLASSICLASSICLASSIC
GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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