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Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £167.47
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48 . . . . . . £706.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741 . . . . £23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO . . . £13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54. . £27.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £85.80 full kit

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone 
springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Wheel Bearings

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013. . . . £31.20
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105. £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102. . . . . . £36.00

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Cooper S Distributor

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set 
- 998cc AJM1250 . . . . . £12.84

Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS. . . . £9.50
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300. £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set. . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189. . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381. . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO. . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

£40.69

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these stainless
internals in their ‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £58.80
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £76.28
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £34.80
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £27.60
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.71
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.69
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU

Tel: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . . £16.00
20/50 mineral oil & spin on 
filter (not MPI) SO4 . . £17.78
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) 

MSF166 . . . . . . . . . .£2.23 Clutches & Flywheels

£58.80

Each

£4.20

Forged Cranks
For 1275cc blocks 
and made in 
81.3mm and 86mm stroke
(bare forging only £576.00). . . . . . crank £1897.92

Steering racks - L/H or R/H   FAM7306/7 . . . . . . £62.82
MPi Sportspack type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1. . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine Unipart GSJ166. . . . . £15.36
Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . £8.18

Timken front genuine GHK1140  . . . . . . . . . £49.14
Minispares version front  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Timken rear GHK1805 late modified  . . . . . . £39.42
Minispares rear GHK1548MS   . . . . . . . . . . £14.39

NEW!  5 port alloy heads. . . . . . . . . from £1251.50
8 port head kits. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £2014.40
1380cc built Up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards. . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5. . . . . . . . £237.60
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft Evolution001 . new blanks,outright £89.10 
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £15.83
CNC Evolution Slot Drive Oil Pump . . . from £112.50
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift roller rocker set C-AHT446A £222.50
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
Duplex kit steel lightened C-AJJ3325 . . . . . . £60.04
21A1902 Mini Spares gen profile engine mount £8.34
21A1902MS Non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump . . . . £18.90
Minimum stretch single row chain 3H2127EVO. £19.44
Minimum stretch double row chain 2H4905EVO. £24.79

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves.

Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor arm 
12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

All other 25D to 59D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.00
A new distributor - cheaper than a conversion kit
Electric type of above (no points) . . . . . . . from £56.65
Also available are 3 electric types to match your
camshaft profile to our distributor design
Std to 276 cam spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.20
Above is ideal for our Evolution camshaft range
285 - 296 cam spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.80
310-315 cam spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £90.00

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 £21.78
Master cylinder GMC1008  . . £45.50
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 .£35.10
Grey Comp diaphragm C-AEG482. . . . . . . . . £37.75
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS. . from £18.28
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS. . . . £24.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £70.20
AP Std. clutch plate, Turbo, light tune  GCP204 . £33.12
AP road/rally Plate C-AHT595 180mm . . . . . . . . . . £88.78
AP Racing road/rally clutch C-AHT596 180mm. . . . . . £91.44
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel - race EN24  . . . . . . . . . . £209.08
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £60.30
3 Piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 Piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £118.80
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £122.40

New Gears

29 tooth A plus primary gears for 998 or 
1275, with floating bush for longevity, state cc £153.60
2nd gear for 4 synchro pre A plus £76.80

Engines:
Visit our website for the full
ENGINE PARTS LISTINGS
www.minispares.com/engines

Brakes:
For BRAKES go to:
www.minispares.com/brakes

Gaskets:
For GASKETS go to:
www.minispares.com/gaskets

For ELECTRICS go to:
www.minispares.com/electrics

Gearboxes & Diffs
For GEARBOXES go to:
www.minispares.com/gearboxes

Clutches:
For CLUTCHES go to:
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

Suspension:
For SUSPENSION go to:
www.minispares.com/suspension

Exhausts:
For EXHAUSTS go to:
www.minispares.com/exhausts

Brightwork:
For BRIGHTWORK go to:
www.minispares.com/brightwork

Steering:
For STEERING go to:
www.minispares.com/steering

Electrics:

Cooper S 7.5”disc and EBC pads MS35 . . . . Pr £53.60
8.4” disc and Mintex pads MSSK014 . . . . . . Pr £29.32
8.4”vented disc and pads MS39. . . . . . . . . . Pr £49.18
S caliper Mini Spares  R/H 27H4656MS . . . . . . £72.00
S caliper Mini Spares  L/H 27H4657MS . . . . . . £72.00
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper R/H 37H8128. . . . £65.17
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper L/H 37H8129 . . . . £65.17
S Disc conv. + Mini Spares caliper C-AJJ4028MS £450.66
S Disc conv + AP caliper & Timken bearings . . . £602.04
S brake disc shield set MSSK1400 R/H . . . . . . . £22.98
S brake disc shield set MSSK1401 L/H . . . . . . . £22.98
MK1/2 brake servo cast body 21A1293 . . . £216.00
Mk3 servo and non gen fitting kit SEN43 . . £144.00
Servo 1988 on GSM119 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £126.00
Single line plastic canister GMC171 . . . . . . . £44.40
Single line metal canister GMC171ORIGINAL . . . £66.96

The Choice is Yours!
Mini Spares offers you the choice of
genuine BL/Rover parts or of more

affordable or better value alternatives
of the best quality available.

Drivetrain:
For DRIVETRAIN go to:
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

www.minispares.com
All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either 
Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.                     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are
printing - check website for up-to-date prices.

£85.80

Package
Price

www.minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com website for pictures,
downloads, catalogues, current prices & special deals

Mail Order - 01707 607700
Mail Order also available direct from Mini Spares North 

Call 01423 881800 to order

Quite simply the Largest Stocks of Mini Spares in the World!

Mobile & tablet friendly

The Largest Stocks of
Mini Parts in the
World

Close
to A1M
& M25

Next to
M5 (J2)
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mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Shop on-line         at www.minispares.com - or visit our 3 great stores

The World Famous Mini Spares Centre Ltd......is the foremost authority and the largeststockist of classic Mini parts in the world!• Annual turnover in excess of £15 million • Our huge buying power = the mostcompetitive prices on the best quality parts!• We offer our own unique range ofexclusively designed or tooled up items.• Knowledgeable technical assistance staff

Free
Catalogue!
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

May magazine – 1st April
June magazine – 1st May
July magazine – 1st June

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates are 
aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/old 
inks while printing blankets are shredded and used for 
rubberised play areas and footpaths. The wrapping it 
comes in is degradable and will break down in the soil.

The Cooper logo is the property of John 
Michael Cooper and should not be used 
without prior permission.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ  
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Sarah Voss 
0/2, 49 Kelvinside Drive, Glasgow, G20 6QD 
07988 864002 
youthcoordinator@minicooper.org 

Non Designated Committee Members 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 01/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 30.17.indd   1 16/02/2017   16:43
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details. Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain. www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B. 10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 
01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT 10% off Motorsport and Tuning 
Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk. Tel. 01189 485132

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it. Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
Welcome to the April issue of 

CooperWorld, into which 
we have managed to pack in a lot of 
interesting and varied articles for you 
to enjoy reading. One such article 
has been jointly written by two of 
our Portuguese members, David 
Antao and Carlos Frade, about their 
Mini adventure with a group of their 
Portuguese Mini friends, and how they 
followed along with the competitors 
of this year’s Monte Carlo Historique 
Rally. Do have a read of David and 

Carlos’ article which chronicles their trials and tribulations in getting 
to Monte Carlo and then returning back home to Portugal.

Staying with the theme of rallying, Cliff Porter has written an 
interesting and personal account of his three days at the 15th Race 
Retro show, at which he also had his rally prepared Rover Cooper on 
display. He has included some great action shots of some of the Minis 
that took part in the rally stages on Saturday and Sunday; I would have 
liked to have included more of his photos but the tight page space 
didn’t allow me to. However, having said that, you may have noticed 
that I have included an additional photo on the front cover rather than 
between the pages of the magazine, as it was too good to leave out!

I must say that I do welcome the occasional slightly off-topic article to 
add a bit of variety to the magazine and Richard Pengelly has done just 

that with his article entitled ‘1960s motoring with BMC’. Without 
taking the wind out of his sails here too much, Richard takes a look 
back at what the motorist in the 1960s could expect from the cars 
being manufactured then in terms of usability, performance and 
reliability. It’s a fascinating snap-shot from the past and shows how 
things were, and not just in relation to cars from the BMC stable.

I am pleased to tell you that we were recently contacted by TMS 
Motorsport who have kindly offered 10% off their motorsport and 
tuning products to members on an amazingly large range of over 
50,000 available items. So, if you are into using your Mini in serious 
competition, or just want it to perform better and go faster, then 
do have a look at what TMS Motorsport can offer you, by going to 
their website at www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk. We have included their 
details in our list of companies that offer MCR members discounts 
on their products and services too, and which you can find on page 
6 of the magazine.

Finally, I am pleased to say that the Club has been nominated and 
shortlisted for an award in the National Car Club Awards for our 
‘Outstanding Use of Social Media’. We should know if we have 
or have not won the award by the time you receive this issue of 
CooperWorld. 

Paul Sulma 

Coopers at Combe
Castle Combe Race Circuit

Saturday 19th August 2017
  

Entry is limited to 15 cars and places are available on 
a first come first served basis, so book early to avoid 
disappointment by contacting Graham E Robinson and 
also for further details. 
This is a very popular event with members. Usually, 
only five cars are allowed out on to the track at once 
making it safer than other Mini track days at this circuit. 
Club members are welcome to spectate on the day and 
admission is free. 

80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex,  
SS3 0HW 01702 219298  

graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

Norfolk and Suffolk will jointly have a presence at 
the newly announced Mini Festival at Snetterton. 

We should be there on both days with an MCR 
gazebo and feather flag on display. Snetterton is 

easily accessible from the Midlands via the A14 and 
from the South via the M11. 

Some members may be camping on the  
Saturday evening. 

Any members wishing to join us please contact either 
Jim Redburn Norfolk jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk 
or Ian MacPherson Suffolk ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk. 
Alternativley, tel 01728 831956 or 07749 936274. 

Discounted entry fees are available with Club code.

Ian Macpherson

SNETTERTON
13/14 May 2017



Committee will take that away and decide if it is in the club's best interest 
to raise our annual subscription rates in the near future.

On a positive note, I was pleased to tell the AGM that Carole Nash has 
continued with the sponsorship of the MCR and that they would welcome 
members to insure with them. I would like to thank Carole Nash and in 
particular their Classic Car Manager Peter McIlvenny, who has continued 
to support us over a number of years now and I look forward to his 
continued and valuable association with the club. They also wish to be 
more visible within the club and are happy to visit local Regional meetings 
and have offered the services of their brand ambassador, Fuzz Townsend, 
he of Channel 4 Car SOS TV show, to visit if need be. I also hope that Fuzz 
Townsend will make an appearance at Beaulieu this year with Carole Nash.

Hopefully, by the time you read this edition of CooperWorld, or very 
soon after, the minutes of the AGM will be posted on the Members 
Area of the forum. I’d like to here, on these pages, take the opportunity 
to thank the Committee for all of their hard work over the past year as 
we look forward to what I’m sure will be a successful 2017 for the club.

With car insurance in mind ‘Agreed valuations’ are a worthwhile 
addition to any car insurance policy that you have for a classic 

car, be it a Mini or otherwise and fortunately most, if not all, of the 
companies that advertise with the MCR do offer members that facility 
at no extra charge. All that is generally needed is for a declaration of the 
condition and value of the car to be signed by the relevant Registrar, and 
most companies are happy with that. It’s often also necessary to supply 
photographs of the car to show its current condition and latest MOTs to 
support the mileage. All Registrars are empowered by the club to sign 
the appropriate documents, if they are satisfied with the condition and 
value of the car. The registrar could alternatively write a more formal 
valuation report for the member and this may be the better option for 
unusual and high value cars. This report is then sent to the insurer of 
the owner’s choice. This is a valuable service that the registrars provide 
for members and is preferable and cheaper that seeking a commercial 
valuation. Often members seek a valuation from the workshop or 
company that restored their car but, invariably, insurers are reluctant to 
accept such statements due to their vested interest. So, if and when you 
need to reinsure your car, use one of those offering a discount to the 
club, preferably Carole Nash and seek out an agreed valuation.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

The AGM, held at the Banbury House 
hotel in early March went very well 

and it was good to see some new and 
familiar faces. I am pleased to say the 
Committee have elected me for my eighth 
term as Chairman and Tony Salter has 
again been voted on as Vice Chairman. 
I’m also pleased to tell you that all of 
the existing Committee was voted on 
unanimously at the AGM. In truth, I’m 
not sure if this can be viewed as a vote of 
confidence of what we do, or fear from 
the floor and membership not wishing to 

take up the offices in running the club – nevertheless we will all continue, 
as we have always done, to serve the club to the best of our ability. 

We do however, have one new Committee member, who was duly 
elected at the AGM and that is Richard Sign, who has taken over the 
role of Regional Co-ordinator from Patricia Webb, who has stood down. 
Patricia did a great job looking after the Regions and, indeed, Richard will 
have a hard act to follow but he does have some good ideas and a fresh 
approach often produces good results. It became clear, as the meeting 
continued that the floor had suggestions as to how the Regions could 
be improved and these will all be considered by the Committee. It was 
reiterated that there is a budget in place to enable regions to purchase 
equipment, should they contribute a percentage towards this themselves.

As always, there were some lively debates and views expressed on 
varying matters over the day. One topic, which is at the moment under 
consideration by the Committee, is our level of subscription. The 
subs last went up in January 2012 and it is likely now with the cost of 
producing CooperWorld increasing, that an increase is rather over 
due. A £2 increase, would in truth, not completely cover the increase 
due to inflation over the last five years, but it is still cheaper than many 
comparable car clubs. The Committee has infrequently raised our subs 
and so they have been held firm for the last five years, largely because we 
haven’t lost money during the year. Sadly, due to numerous reasons, that 
was not the case this year, as evident from the Profit and Loss account 
that was in last month’s CooperWorld. The Committee is also mindful 
of any increase having a detrimental effect on membership renewals but 
we have to consider that we should not run at a loss either. The AGM 
did however, offer their full support to the small increase muted and the 

We welcome the following new members who joined during February

NEW MEMBERS
Graeme Morgan, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire

Andrew Portbury, Chester, Cheshire

Andrew Taylor, Mount Eliza, Victoria, Australia

Alasdair Paterson, Livingston, West Lothian

Paul Smith & Sharon Brown, Colchester, Essex

Andrew Leslie, Horsham, West Sussex

Graham North, York, N Yorkshire

Anthony Gaymond, Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire

Thomas & Peter French, Ascot, Berkshire

Christyan Fox, Thames Ditton, Surrey

Kevin Blair, Banstead, Surrey

David Platt, Stoke-on-trent, Staffordshire

Sabat Dominique, Frejus, Paca, France

Andy Carter, Upton, Dorset

Ann Marshall, Liphook, Hampshire

Ray & Julia Stanbury, Holywell, Flintshire

Angela Burgess, Bedford, Bedfordshire

Charles Davis & Mable Clarke, Pickens, S. Carolina, USA

Vaughan Stowe, Yateley, Hampshire
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Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 

SM050 A5 Advert.indd   1 09/03/2016   11:52



booking is 31st May. Please email John for a space on the club stand and 
for a discount code for tickets at SC_15@icloud.com

One final reminder for the DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run.
It’s on the 29th April at the Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, 
Wilts, and is always and excellent event. Go to www.dewsc.org.uk for 
further details.

Looking forward to seeing you all during the summer.

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

T he club still has a few run tickets for 
the LSMOC London to Brighton Mini 

Run taking place on the 21st May. Please 
contact me via email or telephone for 
further details, as we have only a few left.

We have dates for the three Mini festivals, 
Brands Hatch is being held on the 8th and 
9th July, Oulton Park the 19th August and 
Snetterton 13th and 14th  May. We will 
have a club stand hosted by the Kent gang 
at Brands Hatch festival and tickets are 
available from http://www.mini-festival.
co.uk/. We have a discount code of MCR 
for reduced price tickets. Please also 

email me so I know you are attending. For the Snetterton festival Suffolk 
region are attending so please contact Ian MacPherson for details. 
However, we are looking for volunteers to organise a club presence at 
the Oulton Park festival.

The Donington Historic Festival is being held over the weekend of 28th, 
29th and 30th April. There is a special code which is unique and only 
available from Jerry Filor which unlocks big discounts when booking 
tickets. This event gets bigger every year and is well worth attending as 
you can admire the machinery at close quarters in the paddocks, then 
watch it compete competitively on the magnificent circuit. If you wish to 
attend, please contact Jerry via e-mail jfilor@talktalk.net giving him your 
membership number.

John Price is representing the club again at this year’s Silverstone Classic 
event on the 28-30th July. Tickets are available from the Silverstone 
Classic website at http://www.silverstoneclassic.com/. The last day for 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

April 2017

Event: Pride of Longbridge 
Date: 15th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge, B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day 
Date: 16th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

Event: St Georges Day Run 
Date: 23rd April 
Location: Donington 
Contact: h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: 28th 29th & 30th April 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: 29th April  
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, Wilts 
Contact: www.dewsc.org.uk

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: 30th April 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at Blyton 
Park for MK1 Mini’s. 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: Drive Days at Shelsley Walsh – spring  
Date: 21st April  
Location: Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb, Shelsley Walsh, 
Worcester, Worcestershire WR6 6RP 
Contact: http://www.shelsleywalsh.com/

May 2017

Event: British Mini Day 
Date: 7th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run 
Date: 13-14th May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
Date: 13th -14th May 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Mini Festival 2017 
Date: 13th – 14th May 
Location: Snetterton 
Contact: http://snetterton.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Mini Run 2017 
Date: 21st May 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2017 
Date: 25-27th May 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: www.imm2017.ie

June 2017

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 4th June 
Location: Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. Displays, traders, 
club stands, autojumble. 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: MCR Mini Day at Beaulieu 
Date: 11th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINIs 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 17th-18th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Festival of Speed  
Date: 22nd – 25th June 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

July 2017

Event: Mini Festival 2017 
Date: 8th – 9th July 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: 23rd July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 28th- 30th July  
(Club presence likely to be one day TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

Event: BMC Family Sports Car Day 
Date: 30th July 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Bristol Motor Club

August 2017

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 5th August  
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car.  
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/nostalgia

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 4th – 6th August  
Location: Marley Eternit Sports and Social Club, 
Whaddon Road, Royston, Cambs SG8 5RL  
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 13th August  
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants  
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Mini Festival 2017 
Date: 19th August  
Location: Oulton Park  
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: 19th August  
Location: Castle Combe  
Contact: Graham Robinson –  
mk2registrar@minicooper.org

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 2017 
Date: 20th August  
Location: Kent  
Contact: Justin Ridyard – h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Motorsport at the Palace 
Date: 27th-28th August  
Location: Crystal Palace  
Contact: www.motorsportatthepalace.co.uk

September 2017

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble 
Date: 2nd -3rd September 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 8th-10th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 11th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 16th – 17th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or  
Pete Flanagan

Event: Polderroute Part 8 – Belgium Minis on Tour  
Date: 17th September 
Location: Belgium 
Contact: http://www.belgianminisontour.be/
pages/190235/Kalender.html

Event: Drive Days at Shelsley Walsh – autumn  
Date: 22nd September 
Location: Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb, Shelsley Walsh, 
Worcester, Worcestershire WR6 6RP 
Contact: http://www.shelsleywalsh.com/

Event: OhSoRetroShow 2017 
Date: 24th September 
Location: Margate, Kent 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

Event: Minis to Ireland 2017 
Date: 21st-28th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org

Event: MiniWorld Action Day 
Date: 30th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

October 2017

Event: British Mini Fair 2 
Date: TBC October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire  
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley -  
rminimick@aol.com

November 2017

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show 
Date: 10th- 12th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham  
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org 
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The MCR’s National Mini Day at Beaulieu 
Sunday 11th June 2017

Plans for our National day in June are progressing well. The main arena is slowly filling up with Mk11 
Coopers and Ss, although I am sure Nick and Graham would welcome more. The ‘sawn not sorn’ display is 
progressing although Graham Hendra is still on the lookout for more shortened, sprinted or chopped cars. 
So please contact Graham on graham@freedomhp.co.uk if you have a car that could be suitable.

The display of modified R53 Cooper Ss has been arranged by the Modern MINI registrar David Young, and will 
comprise a display of cars from Sussex Road and Race, who have kindly offered to bring 5 cars!

The registrars will be looking for cars to put on their respective stands, so if you have a car available, why not 
call or email them and a free entry ticket could be yours!

Trade stands are being booked regularly, so there will be plenty of Mini parts to buy.  If you need to 
sell some old bits and pieces from your hoard, then why not book a trunk trade pitch for just £10 in 
advance or £15 on the day for a pitch; but no tables or large vans, just a sheet or similar on the ground. 
This is definitely for the non-professional seller.  It is normally very popular and last year we were 
nearly oversubscribed.

There is still plenty of room for regional stands so, if your region is interested in booking a space then you can 
either contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org or use the form on the website.  A regional stand is ideal for a 
trip out as a group and then parking together at the show amongst other regions.

The concours  still has space available as I write, a few people have already entered, but there is plenty of room 
for more.  As I have said previously, the concours is an opportunity to show off your car, possibly win a trophy 
and some AutoGlym goodies whilst having a parking spot right in the arena!  If you look at the details on the 
website you will see that changes have been made to the regular classes in an effort to make the concours 
more attractive to a wider group of people.

Helpers are always needed for the show.  If you can offer a couple of hours of your time, I can give you a free 
ticket and some lunch vouchers as well my appreciation. 

Finally, advance tickets are available now from the ticket line. Go to www.minicooper.org and follow the 
Beaulieu link. For more information either contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org or go to our website www.
minicooper.org and follow the Beaulieu link.

Tony Salter  

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.

Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers
This year’s date for the show is the 11th June 

and, as usual, I am in need of volunteers to 
help with marshalling. There are two shifts, one 
from 8:00am to 10:30am and the later one from 

10:30am to 1:00pm. 

As you can see I only need 2 ½ hours maximum 
of your time. In return I can offer a free entry 
ticket, a meal voucher and the opportunity to 

see many of the cars that come to our show. The 
remainder of the day is your own.

Please either call me on 02380 560073 (eves 
only) or email me on beaulieu@minicooper.org  

Helpers are essential to the running of our national 
day and your help is very much appreciated. 

If you are interested in

helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073

alternatively email me on

beaulieu@minicooper.org

Trade Stands
We are now taking bookings for Trade 
Stands for this year’s National Mini Day at 
the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, New 
Forest, Hampshire and we are pleased to say 
that the cost of stands is being held at last 
year’s level.

We are restricted on space for stands, so they will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis.  
Early booking is therefore essential to ensure 
your place and booking must be made in advance 
as it will not possible to turn up on the day. Each 
5m x 5m trade stand will be £45 plus the cost of 
an entrance ticket per person attending. Please 
go to our website www.minicooper.org, follow 
the Beaulieu tab, to see the latest update on the 
trade stands and availability. 

 
Please email or call Graham Hendra on:  
email graham@freedomhp.co.uk   
Phone 07808 705550

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 
website www.minicooper.org and email 

it to Ian Hitchman at:  
treasurer@minicooper.org

If you do not have access to a computer
call Ian Hitchman on 01302 883550 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket.

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble.   We will have an 
area reserved for private autojumbling from 
a non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket.   

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter (02380 560073).
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EVENTS

Race Retro 2017
By Cliff Porter

Rally of Great Britain - my first experience of round Britain rally 
spectating with my late brother in law. Included in the entry list 
was an R. Brookes in a Mini. It wouldn’t have been his first rally car 
though, since it was his Dad’s Austin Westminster in which he rolled 
on his first event and returned home glassless!

My main interest in the show was the Rally Stage, which was 
organised by Rallying with Group B who had assembled around 100 
cars including cars in the show halls. As I wandered through the halls 
on Friday I witnessed the unveiling of Jim Clark’s Lotus 33, which was 
very special as it was so original and included two cardboard boxes of 
spares. Check out the Jim Clark Museum website. Within the show 
halls Barrie Williams had brought along his go-kart, Tim Harber his 
FIA racecar and Tom Bradley his Clubman.  

This year the organisers were holding a Pride of Paddock competition 
in Hall 4 that was similar to the Pride of Ownership competition 
at the NEC. I entered my 1997 Rover Mini Cooper mpi which I 
converted to an MSA Endurance Rally spec car for the 2004 Lombard 
Revival Rally. In 2005 and 2006 I used it on Chelmsford Motor Club 
Endurance rallies but, sadly, was unable to start the 2006 event 
with Neil Burgess as the ECU failed and we could not source a 
replacement before scrutineering. So we didn’t start the event which 
was a shame as we were part of the MiniWorld team which included, 
Simon Wheatcroft, who guided Chris Day into a retirement in the 
branches of a fir tree! The winner of the Pride of Paddock was an ‘Ari 
Vatanen’ Peugeot replica with four changing colour spotlights but the 
good news was that the Mustang race car came second. 

Hall 4 was heated this year but I think lacking of Autojumblers who 
have been frozen out in previous years. Beyond the Hall 4 black 
curtains was the Rallying with Group B paddock. Pause for oxygen 

This year was the 15th anniversary of the show and the organisers had put 
a lot of effort into creating a show that would appeal to all retro sport 

enthusiasts. Motorsport magazine had made a significant contribution with 
two main attractions in Hall 3 - the Motorsport Hall of Fame that included 
some lovely cars including, Tom Kristensen’s Bentley Speed 8 which he drove 
to victory in the 2013 Le Mans race, and also the Live Stage, which included 
interviews with several celebrities with Mini connections.

The opening interview was to be with Russell Brookes on Friday morning, 
after he was sent a text message reminder while he was in the shower, 45 
minutes earlier. He arrived on time without penalty showing his rallying 
background. During the show I picked up a copy of Autocar which had 
the entry list and exact grid reference location of stages for the 1970 RAC 

Tom Bradley’s 1275GT rally car

1960 Austin Cooper S wks recreation
John Cadwallader preparing his car

Cliff Porter’s Rally prepared Rover CooperTim Harber’s FIA race car
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at this point. Ari Vatanen and Marku Alen were the main 
names. On Friday the cars started to arrive.

I though I’d pop across to the Silverstone Auction  to check out 
the Competition cars which included a 1960 Mini Cooper S 
recreation, (£16,500 hammer price) and an A30 Jordan race car 
(£30,000 hammer price). Luckily for me I missed the bidding; my 
first car was an A35 that cost me £100 – cash, in Essex!  Is it me or 
are there a lot of Goodwood replicas/recreations around now?

I could wax lyrical about the Group B cars but will limit my 
comments to the activities of Mini Cooper Register members. 
The Wilkins team had entered not only their GTM, but also 
their new project – a VW Golf GTi.  Patrick Walker took along 
977 ARX and also his World Cup Rally Triumph.  Russ Mason 
had defected to Ford with his Escort.  It was the first time I 
had seen the Cadwallader’s BBC Clubman.
 
Let the excitement begin. No stage action on Friday but Saturday 
morning was so different and out on the stage it was not as cold 
as in previous years. I took many pictures of most of the cars, 
multiple times during the morning session, then had lunch and 
returned to the Group B paddock where there was a lot of 
activity in the Wilkins/Mason service area. The Wilkins VW had 
serious problems, as the brakes would not bleed properly, even 
after new cylinders were fitted. The Mason Escort had something 
loose in the diff. Undaunted; teamwork was initiated with all hand 
to the deck.  I volunteered to take photos!

The three Minis went out in the afternoon sessions and it 
was the GTM which returned without damage just a bit dirty!  
Patrick had used a barrier to stop and X Cadwallader was 
very unfortunate to suffer a failure of a Goodridge braided 
pipe, which sadly resulted in damage to the nearside wing. A 
lot of activity before the 6pm curfew but all sorted.

Sorry but Stuart Turner did manage the Ford Works team so 
I must comment on the Russ Masons determination with his 
Escort.  Despite metal fragments in his diff at lunchtime on 
Saturday; a quick walk around the Autojumble stalls in Hall 4 
resulted in a second hand diff which was soon modified as a 
replacement so that he could complete both Sunday runs. The 
Partridges with their ex Plant/Mini Magazine car did not arrive 
due to problems with their trailer on the way to the show.  

Sunday dawned and the weather did not disappoint, but the 
stage was slippery. I only went out for the morning session but 
even so, managed to take almost 2,000 images; the editor tells 
me he cannot justify the space in the magazine.

To conclude, all Minis entered in the Rally Demonstration runs successfully 
completed the event without major damage.

Please enjoy the photos.

Cliff Porter

Post event - The Wilkins VW now stops!

Derek Wilkins’ Cox GTM

John Partridge’s ex Plant/Mini Magazine car

Patrick Walker in his Ex-Works Cooper
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Minis ao Monte 2017
By Carlos Frade and David Antão

A few years ago some ‘Minis de Lisboa’ club mates decided to build a 
Cooper S Works replica which they would take to Monte-Carlo and its 

mountains someday. Last January 25th that dream came true. Given that this 
year was the 50th anniversary of the Mini’s 3rd win of the Monte Carlo Rally, 
we decided to pay tribute to the winning crew of Rauno Aaltonen and Henry 
Liddon, by driving our Morris Mini Cooper S Works replica to Monte-Carlo 
with their entry number 177 on the doors, along with other classic Minis. 

So, there were seven Minis that departed from Lisbon/Portugal beside 
the 14 official cars of the XXe 2017 Rallye Monte-Carlo Historique 
(RMCH). The Minis and crews were as followings:

• 1967 Morris Cooper S Works (number 177) replica, David Antão - 
Miguel Antão

• 1964 Morris Cooper S Works (former BMC recce car), Rui Abreu - 
Eduardo Perdigão;

• 1966 Austin 850 (Works lookalike), Sérgio Pereira - Cristina Gouveia;
• 1976 Mini IMA (Portuguese built Mini van), Mário Abreu (our 

mechanical guru);
• 1991 Rover Cooper 1.3, Jorge Pais - Diogo Pais;
• 1991 Mini After Eigth (Portuguese edition of a 1000cc engine Mini), 

Paulo Dionísio - António Cid;
• 2016 BMW Mini One D (we call it Bini), Carlos Frade.

The competitors and the Minis before departure  
at ACP headquarters

Day: 1 25 January, Wednesday:  Lisbon (Portugal) – Mérida (Spain) [289 Km]

At 18:00 we attended the Departure Ceremony Cocktail party at the 
Automóvel Clube de Portugal (ACP) headquarters, where we met and 
chatted with the participants of the Rally and also famous former Portuguese 
rally/race drivers that were also present. At 19:00 the first official participant 
departed. Then at 19:15 the first of our Minis also started the adventure and 
then all the cars ran into the traffic during the Lisbon rush hour.

Unfortunately, one of Mini 850 hydrolastic units failed and the group 
had to split up as ‘Doctor’ Mário and Sérgio got back to the workshop 
to replace the unit. After a couple of hours running on the highway, the 
first group crossed the Spanish border and arrived safely at the hotel in 
Mérida; Mário and Sérgio arrived two hour later. 

No.177 replica starts the Minis run and the Bini follows

Day 2:  Mérida (Spain) – Barcelona (Spain)  [961 Km ] 

At 10:00 and with little sleep, we really had to move on as we had 
almost a thousand kilometres to do that day. We organized ourselves 
by putting the cars which had a radio transmitter/receiver unit, at the 
front, one in the middle and the Bini in the tail of the group. This late 
car was supposed to carry a towing cable, tools, battery extension 
cables and a Jerry can with that precious fluid… gasoline!

This proved to be a good strategy as we discovered when arriving at 
Madrid, where Rui’s Mini Works stopped dead dry in the middle of 
the highway… and… he had no Jerry can in his boot! While the Bini 
went to do a refill, the other crews minimized the delay by taking the 
opportunity to eat some bocadillos de jamon (ham sandwiches).

Around 14:00 we drove along the radial highway of Madrid and all went 
well, even if the speed was low, around 100 km/h. But this was OK for 
the Minis however, a terrible one for the Bini driver who had trouble to 
stay awake... Coffee please…!! At 18:20 close to Calatayud while going 
down to Zaragoza, Sergio’s car got a stone in the windscreen coming 
from the wheel of a truck ahead and … bang!… it was gone into small 
pieces. Now, where can we find a replacement? Zaragoza was 60km 
way! Barcelona was too far to reach too. Without a practical solution we 
decided to leave the car at the closest hotel which, by chance, was Hotel 
Marivella (one previously booked for the returning route) and proceed 
while taking with us the two passengers. But to drive to the hotel we had 
to improvise some sort of windscreen as the outside temperature was 
close to zero degrees centigrade and it was a couple of kilometres away. 
So, we went to a Chinese store at Calatayud and bought a roll of plastic 
film for packing, adhesive tape and two wooden frames of adequate 
size with plastic glass. All in all, we spent 23 euros and it worked just 
fine. Back on the road again we just let the Minis glide to our hotel in 
Barcelona’s where we all arrived… very late and very tired.

Improvised windscreen 

Day 3: Barcelona (Spain)  – Dignes-les-Bains (France) [612 Km] 

10:00 as we recovered some lost sleep from last night we started 
later this day. We had a problem with the ignition coil of Rui’s Mini but 
didn’t lose too much time sorting it in the end. While he was improving 
electrical connections we had some harmonic blues played by David 
which went down well in the hotel car park. 
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We finally left Barcelona at 11:30. It was a rainy journey but went 
smoothly without problems and the team arrived around 10pm at 
Digne-les-bains village. Here all the participants of the rally were to 
converge the next day after completing the different routes. This is 
where the common route to Monte Carlo was due to start at 10am.

Day 4: Dignes-les-Bains – Monte-Carlo (Mónaco)  [ 167 Km ] 

10:00 and we were already at the Central Square of Digne where the 
park fermée was. Our objective: feel the spirit of the rally, view the 
cars, ask questions of the crews and meet the two most famous drivers, 
Jean Ragnoti in the Renault R8 Gordini and our 1967 winner Rauno 
Aaltonen in the Mini Cooper S. We saw neither of them as they were 
late and we had to comply with our schedule and drive on the same 
road Rauno did in 1967 from Digne-les-bains to Monaco, going across 
the Park du Verdon to Castellane, Gregolliéres, Thorenc and Monaco, 
just in time to see the participant cars arriving there.

14:00 and we are on a fantastic road with stunning landscapes and 
lots of delightful curves to negotiate, this time without snow, but with 
the ever present U-bends to give our Minis a good ‘massage.’ After a 
short stop for a hot chocolate in a small village in the mountains, we 
got back onto the road to Monte Carlo and took a picture at the same 
corner to Coursegolles where the original Works Mini 177 was caught 
by a camera fifty years ago.

19:00 and we hit Monte Carlo’s city traffic and with so many roundabouts, 
trying to keep the group together was not a simple task, so we were split 
in two groups both trying to find park fermée (radios didn´t work at all 
between walls). One group actually found it, while the other was lucky 
enough to find the Monte-Carlo Arrival Time Control Station instead 

whereby because of this mistake the Rally Comissaire’ invited our Minis to 
enter. This place as you know is like a non-return valve. You enter one end 
and leave by the other control gate. Well, yes, but we were not in the rally so 
what should we do now? To complicate things, one of our cars had the 177 
number with a big cross over it on the doors which confused the verifying 
official on the ground. We decided to leave the cars to avoid questions and, 
while we were laughing about the situation, we heard a quick grasping in the 
tarmac and guess what… Rauno Aaltonen and the Works Mini Cooper S 
were arriving at the control! My goodness, was this lucky? He was very late, 
and had to wait in a queue. So we approached him and gave him a special 
salute from Portugal and took photos of this so special occasion.

21:30 and our night stop was at Nice and the group reunited again for 
dinner and a well-deserved sleep.

Day 5:  Nice (France) – Col de Turini – Nice   [140 Km] 

Finally, the most expected day! It was time to climb up to Col de Turini 
and then come down through those outrageous rally roads where snow 
usually makes its appearance. As expected nobody claimed by leaving bed 
early in the morning! No wonder. At 9:00 in the hotel’s garage during the 
warm-up, we discover that David’s No.177 Works car’s steering is not 
working at all! We felt a chill go down our spine as we realized that if that 
had happened during yesterday’s drive over the mountains, it could have 
lead to some nasty consequences. Steering column out quickly, gap on 
the tightening end enlarged with a grinder and … it’s working again. In 
the meantime, Rui changed his Works fuel pump for a new one.

12:00 on the road again the day was sunny and the views awesome with 
the road going progressively from smooth to tight corners as we reached 
the mountains. 13:30 and we had lunch at the beautiful Lantosque village. 
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Time control Station at Digne-les-bains 

A couple of the Minis we found 
attending the Rally

LBL666D

50 years later the spirit of 
number 177 at the same 
corner to Coursegoules

Congratulating 
Rauno Aaltonen at 
the Monte Carlo 
Arrival Time 
Control

LBL 666D’s cockpit : like it should 
be….awesome!

One of the nicest Ex-Works Minis on 
the Rally and a famous one too

The Classic Mini presence

Most well-dressed team of the 
rally the British team of course! 
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15:00 back on the road again, and as we get closer to the Col de Turini the 
snow begins to show, but not too much to worry about so we proceed 
at a good pace. Finally, we reached the Col and stopped for photos in 
celebration of this unique moment. Next we went down playing the Lacets 
(double U-bends) and going faster and faster as we realize there was no 
more snow or ice to spoil the amusement. Night fell while as we arrived at 
sea level after an amazing journey which most certainly we will remember 
for a long time and the spirit of those moments. 

19:00 and we reached the hotel in Nice at a decent hour for the first 
time… dinner and rest to look forward to.

Celebration at the Col de Turini 

Going down the mountain…

Day 6: Nice ( France ) – La Jonquera (Spain)  [ 521 Km ] 

We had reserved this day for some sightseeing of the beautiful Côte 
d’Azur coast while driving back home. So we started by going back to 
Monaco where we wanted to drive the Formula 1 circuit and feel those 
curves, the tunnel,  chicane and so on. After that, a brief stop for photos 
by the marina and we headed, always by the seaside, to Cannes where 
we had lunch and then left directly for Spain.

Sightseeing at Monte Carlo marina 

Day 7: La Jonquera (Spain) – Calatayud  [ 564 Km ]

Again, we started early in the morning because we had to stop at Barcelona 
in order to buy the windscreen and rubber seal for Sergio’s Mini left at 
Calatayud. The guys at the Auto Storica workshop said that it is worth a visit. 

10:30 on the way Rui´s car blows the head gasket, but this is quickly 
resolved as he carried all necessary spares with him. However, and 
after so many problems with his car we start to call it the “Works… 
sometimes”! Our average speed from then on increased to a decent 
120 km/h. 12:00 and we reach Auto Storica close to Barcelona’s 

airport. They rebuild classics of all brands in a huge space (10.000 m2) 
and with a great level of craftsmanship. They also maintain a shop for 
parts and accessories, Minis included. After visiting all the facilities we 
all agreed - such a nice place and such wonderful people.

18:00 and after having lunch in Barcelona, we left towards Calatayud 
with all the cars running perfectly. Well, not all, as Rui had to spoil it again 
on a hill climb to Calatayud the engine suddenly stopped in a dangerous 
position on a very narrow section of the road. Made all the more 
dangerous with trucks speeding in both directions, and with little space 
to overtake, Rui used the car’s horn to signal his presence. The Bini came 
to the rescue by towing away the Mini to a safer spot. A scary moment I 
must say. Then the ignition coil was replaced and off we went again!

19:00 we arrived at dinner time and had a fantastic dinner at the hotel 
with the main course dishes being Callos a la Madrileña and Bacalao a la 
Viscayna. Just perfect! Afterwards we mounted the new windscreen on 
Sergio’s car no problems.

Visiting the Auto Storica at Barcelona 

Day 8: Calatayud – Lisbon (Portugal) [ 874 Km ]

The last day arrived and the Mini team was complete again. We drive 
back home making jokes over the radios to encourage everybody, while 
remembering the big adventure at the Col de Turini. No more stops 
except for lunch and refuelling until Lisbon, where we all finally reached 
with the sun going down. Maybe a little tiring but it was worth every mile!

The fleet and the team back in Portugal after some 4000 kms 
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Steering problems on No.177 
Reaching the top of the mountain 
and the team at the Col de Turini
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“ OUR CLASSIC  
CAR INSURANCE 
COMES WITH A 
WELL POLISHED 
SERVICE”

0800 083 6302
We share your passion for classic cars, call now for our best cover

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 7pm, Sat 9am - 5pm.  As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. *Terms and conditions apply, call for details. ^Based on an average customer saving 41% when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash 
policies.  Average customer = 57 year old male driving a 1965 MG B; a 1973 MG B and a 1972 MG Midget.  Savings accurate as of 1.7.2016.  Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm 
reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Based on reviews from July 2016 – December 2016

of customers would 
recommend Carole Nash95

The All Inclusive Carole Nash Difference

cherished.carolenash.com

3 Agreed Value*

3 Salvage Retention*

3  UK & European accident breakdown recovery, 
including Homestart assistance worth over £100

3  Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the 
event of an accident which is not your fault

3 Club member discounts*

Classic    |    Camper Van    |    Motorhome    |    Military    |    Performance

Alicia Insurance Specialist

 YOU COULD 

SAVE 41%
WITH A MULTI-CLASSIC CAR POLICY^

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 
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1960s Motoring with BMC
By Richard Pengelly
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I’m not saying I’m old, but I started driving in the very early 1960s and, 
when I came across two articles on long term driving experiences, 

with a Morris 1100 and an MG 1100, one written in 1963 and the other 
in 1965. I though what they said about 1960s motoring and car build 
quality was worth recording.

Now I know 1100s are not Minis, but the powertrains, subframes and 
suspension did share a lot in common with the Mini, which came out 
before them. The 1100s where, in many ways, bigger versions of the 
Mini, and were seen as a natural progression car for a growing family. In 
fact they were at one point one of the most popular small family cars, 
capturing 15% of the UK market.

One Motor Sport article is dated October 1963 and written by William 
(Bill) Boddy on his experiences running a Morris 1100 over its first 
10,000 miles. Bill Boddy was a well known VW Beetle fan, and thought 
German and Italian cars were far superior to any British design, so any 
praise from Bill can be considered praise indeed.

The other article is from a February 1965 Motor’s magazine’s Philip 
Turner, and it describes running an MG1100 from 12,000 to 24,000 
miles. Some of his motoring took him down to Monte Carlo for the 
Monaco GP, so this car had extensive long distance motorway testing.

It’s worth remembering that in the 1960s, England did not have 
an extensive network of motorways. The majority of driving was 
on dual carriage ways, ‘A’ or ‘B’ roads. Getting across London for 
instance, meant going round the North or South circular roads or 
further out on such roads as the A24. These roads connected up 
towns along the way, and speeds on a ‘clear’ road would probably 
not exceed 60 mph. My father’s 1100 had a comfortable cruising 
speed of 55mph but at 65-70mph it was very noisy, prompting my 
mum telling my dad to slow down!

These cars were built for nipping in and out traffic where good 
handling and acceleration were needed. Compared to European cars, 
they were under geared for long motorway runs and their cooling 
systems were also marginal. About this time Ford developed an 
endurance run for their cars, which involved starting at Dagenham, 
going up the M1 to Birmingham and back. It took them some time 
before they could reliably complete this course without breaking 
down. This illustrates the sort of problems UK manufacturers were 
faced with once motorways were opened up in the UK, and when at 
last continuous high speed motoring became a reality.

BMC entered the 1960s with about 68% of the UK market. At that 
time we had import tariffs which made German, French and Italian 
cars more expensive. This effectively lead to market protection, which 
in turn lead to complacency, poor quality and an acceptance that new 
cars were never completely reliable for the first 12 months, until the 
teething problems had been sorted out. The arrival in the 1970s of the 
ultra reliable Japanese cars, together with a gradual reduction in import 
tariffs, was a rude wake up call for all of the UK car industry.

Bill Boddy raved about the ride, comfort and handling of this Morris 
1100 and indeed these cars were in a class of their own. It was a very 
spacious car for its time too, with four or even five could travel in 
relative comfort with good leg room front and back. However, he picks 
up his new car to find a little rust here and there and a loose front 
door. At 207 miles a screw fell into his lap from the steering column, 
and further down the road at 330 miles a fuse blew putting out the fuel 
gauge, water temperature gauge and windscreen wipers.
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With the first winter cold snap the ‘sealed for life radiator’ froze 
because the anti freeze had been left out. However, he takes all 
of this in his stride and considers it just a breaking in process. Fuel 
consumption was at 33.8mpg and oil consumption 2,000 miles per half 
gallon, which was good for that era of car.

A traffic stalling problem was put down to lack of dashpot oil and at 
2,742 miles the gear change became very stiff and had to be freed 
during a service. The garage told him, at the time, it was because BMC 
made cars to such close tolerances they sometimes proved too fine. 
Well, if you believe that you believe anything.

A door handle fell off at 5,260 miles followed by the quarter light catch 
and the fuel pump failed at 9,831 miles. The fuel pump was replaced by 
a garage at a cost of 12s 6d.

All these trim failures were considered minor problems, or should 
I say typical motoring experiences of their day. Bill Boddy could 
not praise the ride, handling and comfort more highly, during this 
period, and he considered the car fully sorted at 10,000 miles. It is 
interesting to note that cars of this era had a relatively short life due 

to body rust amongst other things. The company I worked for at 
the time always got rid of their cars at 25,000 miles, because after 
that the body started to rust out and engines needed a decoke or a 
major overhaul.

Philip Turner’s MG 1100 had already covered 12,000 miles when he 
filed his February 1965 report, so the minor niggles that Bill Boddy 
experienced were presumably behind him. Crypton tuning at 12,000 
miles and tightening the inlet manifold nuts brought the engine back to 
life apparently. A right hand rubber driveshaft coupling failed over the 
Chiswick flyover and was replaced at a cost of £2 1s 0d for the bits and 
£1 17s 6d for labour. In total they replaced three of these during their 
ownership. Mechanics today in the know tell me these failures were 
due to fast getaways from traffic lights which combined with oil leaks 
strained the couplings.

A stiff gear change at 24,000 miles cost £1 17s 6d to fix and after a 
further 50 miles of motoring closed ignition points and new dynamo 
brushes were required. A sticking throttle cable, direction indicators 
that shed its springs and parts, oil leak and horns that stopped working 
were minor niggles that happened along the way.
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Sunday April 30th 2017
I have registered the MCR to attend on the Sunday only of the 
weekend, hopefully in our usual place on the infield near to the 
start/finish line.

By the time this is in the magazine I will have been given the 
special code that will only be available to MCR members which 
allows special discounted ticket prices and infield parking.

The event gets better every year and is well worth going to as 
you can admire the racing machinery at close quarters in the 
Paddocks and Pit areas and then watch them compete on the 
magnificent Donington Circuit.

So, if you want to display your car on Sunday 30th April please 
contact me via email as follows: jfilor@talktalk.net  giving me your 
car details and membership number. Or phone me on 01664 
566614.Please leave a message on the answer machine and I will 
get back to you as soon as possible if I'm not instantly available..

Thank you.
Jerry Filor

Donington Historic 
Classic Car  

Racing Festival
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This car crossed Europe, going to Monte Carlo, Spa, Zandvoot, 
Le Mans, Rheims and Nurburgring without any major 
breakdowns. Apart from driveshaft coupling failures, that always 
seemed to happen at home, the car was very reliable, which 
I would say was above average for its day. They performance 
tested the car at 12,000 and 24,000 miles and surprisingly the 
performance and fuel consumption remained close to the 
original BMC press cars.

When the Mini was launched cross ply tyres were the norm 
and tyre wear was a concern for these small wheels. Bill 
Boddy’s car was fitted with early Dunlop C41 ‘Gold Seal’ tyres 
that had a good tread depth after 10,500 miles. The Motor’s 
MG 1100 had Goodyear studded tyres fitted at 11,318 miles, 
which in turn were replaced by Sanvik studded Firestone 
Town and Country tyres at 13,777 miles after a flat on the M1. 
Finally, Dunlop SP41s were fitted at 22,286 miles. It is not clear 
why studded tyres were fitted or why they were changed with 
such frequency, but tyre life on this car seems shorter than 
normal.

The modern motorist has left behind these small but irritating 
trim and component failures, and the constant need to tune 
and fettle the engine has disappeared with the advent of 
electronic management systems etc. Major component failures 
such as driveshaft couplings, gear change mechanisms and 
throttle cables have been almost eliminated by targeted test 
procedures largely introduced to Europe by the Japanese and 
others.

The fact that the 1100 range was an extrapolation of the Mini 
illustrates the soundness of the design concept. These minor 
failings, which would be a major recall issue these days, also 
shows how far we have come in car design in 50 years, and how 
much we take for granted when we jump into our new vehicle.

Richard Pengelly ©  Adverts – Off Peak Run 
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BRYAN PURVES 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryanpurves1@gmail.com 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm
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A tribute to Ray Sheppard 
By Steve Harris

After finishing an apprenticeship with Brownsey's Garage in 
Fordingbridge, Ray Sheppard joined Downton Engineering in 1957 

and he remained there until the end of November 1975.During his 
time at Downton working along with the initial Downton team, he 
gradually gaining his reputation as being a highly talented engineer.

In the late 1950s and 60s Ray was made responsible for running the Works 
Competitions programme where he gained the nick name ‘The Professor’.

In the mid 50s the Downton works moved premises to a purpose built 
workshop with offices and a showroom, and at this point the reputation 
of the name Downton grew rapidly to become known worldwide. It 
was not long before further buildings were added to house the Cylinder 
Head shop and an Experimental workshop to continue with engine 
development. This enabled Ray to devote his time to the development 
programme under the watchful eye of Daniel Richmond.
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Ray was joined by another technician, Bryan Reeves, and they shared 
apprentice Alan Haddock. I was then promoted to replace Alan when 
he departed in 1967. At this point Ray was kept very busy working on 
the cast iron Heron 8 port 'A' series cylinder head along with George 
Toth who was the number one headman at Downton.
Downton was also contracted to supply the Cooper Car Company 
with engines to compete in the British and European Saloon Car 
Championships. It was at this point in time that moral now was running 
at its height, with a newly built Experimental workshop to house a 
Rolling Road and Engine Dyno cell with an engine build shop.

However, upon the death of Daniel Richmond, Ray stepped up to the plate 
to take over some of Daniel’s duties, and for this, he was acknowledged 
accordingly in the Richmond's will. He was indeed a very talented man.

Steve Harris

Photos provided with the kind permission of Richard Sheppard 
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Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.
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Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
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Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.



In memory of Brian Moylan
1928-2017

B rian was one of the longest serving mechanics of the BMC Competitions 
Department. He started his career as a motor vehicle apprentice working on 

military vehicles at Milton Park, and this was interrupted by National Service in the Royal 
Engineers, but on completion, he finished his apprenticeship as a skilled mechanic. In 
1950 Brian took a job in the MG Service Department and in the same year Brian married 
Iris (who passed away before him) with whom they were blessed with three daughters, 
Lyn, Janet and Christine and eight grandchildren. 

In 1955, after moving to the factory Rectification Department, he was asked to join 
the Racing Department under new boss Marcus Chambers and chief mechanic Doug 
Watts. One of his first jobs was to prepare one of the ex-Le Mans MGA prototypes 
for the Dundrod TT. The terrible tragedy at Le Mans, followed  by three fatalities at 
Dundrod, brought about a stop to MG racing sports cars and the department was 
renamed  the BMC Competitions Department.

Brian soon settled  into his  job as a ‘works’ mechanic, with his first trip abroad on 
the 1956 Tulip rally with Deputy Foreman Tommy Wellman and Gerald Wiffen. Brian 
described the exercise as an utter farce, saying that too much time was spent dining at 
good restaurants with his gourmet boss, Marcus Chambers – the situation of course 
was soon to change under Marcus.

In 1957 Brian was involved in what could have been a fatal accident. Riding with Doug 
Hamblin, they were on test in an MGA along the Oxford by-pass, when an Austin A70 pulled 
out in front of them, Doug braked but could not avoid a collision, and Brian was thrown out 
of the car landing only about 10 ft away. They were both to suffer only bruising. A slightly 
less serious ‘incident’ was at the open-air party held following the 1963 Tour de France 
Automobile. There was access to a go-kart track and during some ‘competition’ between the 
lads, Brian managed to overturn his kart suffering cuts and bruises – he was more concerned 
how he was going to explain the damage to his best trousers  to Iris than his injuries!

Brian travelled with the team on events in Europe, Asia, Africa and South America. 
He was a strong supporter of the MG & Riley Works Auto Club as an organiser and 
competitor for some years, and was the proud owner of an MGA 1500 Coupe. He 
was a long time member of the MG Car Club, and its Works Centre, and did a lot of 
work helping the Abingdon Museum with displays and events.

When the Competitions Department was ‘chopped’ by Lord Stokes at the end of 
1970, Brian, along with Gerald Wiffen and Eddie Burnell, was transferred to Special 
Tuning where he continued to work on the Marina, rallycross Mini, Triumph and TR7 

programmes. Then in 1979 Brian was offered a job in 
a Morris Garages service department and so he left 
Special Tuning to take up this position. When this outlet 
closed, Brian joined the Linde fork lift truck company as 
an engineer. This was his last job before retirement. 

In retirement, Brian devoted much time to writing four 
excellent books named, Works Rally Mechanic, Anatomy 
of the Works Minis, MG’s Abingdon Factory, and these 
three books were published by Veloce. His fourth book 
was called Behind the Octagon. Brian also gave many talks 
and film shows to a variety of clubs and organisations.

A long career working amongst a real ‘band of brothers.’

Bill Price

Public Relations  - NATIONAL CAR CLUBS AWARDS 2017  
Lorraine Hampson The second National Car Club Awards (NCCA) will take place alongside the Practical Classics Classic 

Car & Restoration Show at the NEC on Saturday 1st April 2017.

The awards have been applauded for acknowledging the exceptional work done amongst the nation’s classic 
car clubs, the contributions of the enthusiastic people who run the clubs on behalf of their members, as well as 
celebrating the cherished cars themselves which the car club members own.

This year the Mini Cooper Register was nominated in six categories: National Car Club of the Year; 
Outstanding Club Magazine of the Year (Printed); Outstanding Use of Social Media; Outstanding Car 
Club Event, National Car Club Unsung Hero; Lifetime Achievement Award.

I am pleased to say that our club has been shortlisted for an award for our “Outstanding Use of Social 
Media” in respect of our Facebook and Twitter club accounts.

Last year CooperWorld was shortlisted for an award and I had hoped for the same or better but that 
wasn’t to be so. There were a total of 209 car clubs that were nominated with some of the categories 
having over 30 entries so the competition was quite fierce.

The award ceremony is being held on the evening of 1st April in conjunction with the Practical Classics 
Classic Car & Restoration Show at the NEC, Birmingham and is supported by Classic Car Weekly and 
endorsed by the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs.

Hopefully, this time we will win an award fingers crossed!

Lorraine Hampson –Public Relations
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Youth Co-ordinator − Sarah Voss
Firstly, apologies for my relative silence 

as of late, which has been due to 
personal and work-related reasons. 
Hopefully, those of you who were keen 
to see the results of the Membership 
Survey read my summary of them in last 
month’s issue of the CooperWorld in 
which the salient points and charts were 
published. I could (and did!) generate 
several pages of charts and statistics 
from the spreadsheet I compiled from 
the survey. So, if anybody has any more 
questions about the data then please do 

get in touch, I may be able to answer your questions. 

In summary, I feel one of the most important points that arose from the 
survey is the need for the club to make it clear that owners of non-Cooper 
cars, and BMW MINIs, are also very welcome to register with the club. A 
large proportion of the respondents to the survey own these cars and a lot 
of comments received by email and on the survey itself, have highlighted 
that it is not clear the club is open to these cars too. Classic Coopers are no 
longer an inexpensive car to own, and a lot of our younger members will 
be starting out with non-Coopers and older MINIs.

Another of the more important points raised was the fact that many 
of the members not based in the southern half of the UK, said that 
there are not enough events near them. In some cases, I felt that was 
partly reflected by the size of some regions. For example, the Scotland 
region do organise events, however, the area that they are required 
to cater for is enormous! I wanted to reiterate that if anybody wants 
to contribute to their local region, or set one up, then they will be 
supported. The committee have a wealth of experience to offer. This 

undoubtedly warrants further discussion, but unfortunately to an extent 
local input will always be needed.  

We will be further discussing the possibility of using emails more as a 
way of communicating with MCR members. Aside from the occasional 
issue with junk mail diversions, largely, this has proved a very effective 
way of recruiting survey participants. The results also highlighted the 
number of users using the forum and Facebook as main points of 
contact with the club. It is therefore important we use all these tools 
available to us to communicate with the membership. 

Unfortunately, the main thing I did not get from the survey was a lot 
of younger member responses. Donning my optimistic hat, this means 
there’s a lot of room for improvement! However, this also means that 
this group’s results must be interpreted with a pinch of salt, as they 
are unlikely to be fully representative with this small sample size. It 
would appear the Mini Festivals are popular with these groups, so I will 
focus on making sure we advertise these well and ensure a good club 
presence and something social at these!

With respect to the Peak District event I’ve been organising, 
unfortunately, I was let down by the accommodation and so I have been 
investigating alternative options. By the time this goes to print it will 
have been resolved one way or another, but it is looking to be less of a 
budget event than I had hoped. 

For my next columns, I’m trying to recruit some young people 
significantly more interesting than me to write something about their 
corner of the Mini/MINI world, which I hope you will all enjoy. Watch this 
space! 

Sarah Voss
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FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

Sunset on Windermere.  
Taken last September on a  
great little Mini Adventure

Malcolm Voss
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
gearbox, was Brian Fox, who used a Paul Ivey Twin-Cam Mini. In the 
early 1970s Richard Longman also ran a 1000cc Ford unit, followed 
a couple of years later, by the famous 1300 BDA Mini of Peter 
Baldwin - which was built by the late Gordon Allen. These however, 
were all really just one-off engineering exercises – what followed 
were various attempts to productionise the idea – some successful, 
some not. 

It wasn’t until Manx Racing decided to do likewise, and properly 
fabricate and machine a standardised adaptor kit, which would actually 
work and be reliable, that the Ford/Mini became a reliable option. This 
is where the rod change gearbox had been specified and was the only 
one that could be used with the kit. These rod casings were milled, and 
then fitted to a jig for welding to ensure they remained within the limits 
required for machining. They were then milled again, to set dimensions 
and drilled on their jig to ensure the correct fit and were going to be 
reliable. The one restricting factor however, was to limit the stroke 
of the Ford crank to no more than 72.75mm, as to have more would 
entail machining away the important central web of the gearbox, with 
the resultant weakening of the case.

Of course to graft a Ford engine onto a Mini gearbox does involve a 
great deal of engineering, however, this is not the entire story, there 
is more.   The bodywork also needs some modifications to mount 
the Ford engine in the car, which entails cutting and removing the 
slam panel and providing additional and revised engine mountings 
– and provide the fixing, off the subframe for the front mounted 
Metro radiator.

Manx Racing

The club's Bournemouth weekend, at 
the beginning of the year, when a good 

number of MCR members meet up in a 
relaxed, non car orientated environment, 
is a good time to catch up with members 
- and as often happens - contributions to 
the Archive are given to me. This year, 
Rob Sharman handed me a copy of a Manx 
Racing catalogue from 1973, which proved 
very interesting. Manx Racing was run by 
Bill Quine an ex-Downton, ex-Janspeed 
man, and he started Manx Racing in 1973 
with help from Mervyn Johnston, the then 

Ulster Rally Champion, supplying competition parts and power units for 
the Irish and home market.  

Their star product, when Manx Racing were ploughing their own furrow, 
was the grafting of a Ford Twin-Cam engine onto a Mini Gearbox – less we 
forget, these were days well before the now relatively common practice 
of grafting a BMW bike engine onto the Mini's transmission. Peter Baldwin, 
who always attends the Bournemouth weekend, with his many friends, 
spoke fondly of this Ford/BMC configuration. With a potential of 175bhp 
available from the Ford engine, this is hardly surprising. Manx Racing was, of 
course, also famous in Mini circles for their amazing ‘Manx 7 Port’ cylinder 
head, but that’s another story for perhaps another day.

The history of a Ford powered Mini goes back many years of 
course. One of the first to use a Twin-Cam engine, nailed to a Mini 
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Enlarged gearbox/sump

Ford block onto the Mini gearbox
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It was made clear in the Manx Racing blurb that this 
configuration is designed to fit only with the rod change box 
and by that four syncro. Manx would supply, if needed, a 
machined rod change casing ready and drilled to take any Ford 
Kent block, together with the 2” spacer plate to adapt the 
block. Using the kit, it was possible to have a Ford engine from 
997cc up to 1650cc and several others in between in your Mini. 
There were words of caution concerning the Mini gearbox, 
stressing that straight cut drop gears should be used, since 
helical gears would wind themselves into the transfer casing. 
They also recommended using steel bulk rings, and not the 
sintered type, as they would shatter, and thus, recommended 
either Jack Knight straight cut or dog gears if the unit was to be 
used in competition.

Manx Racing would, of course, build all of this for you, but were 
also just as happy to sell all of the kit of parts, in order to allow you 
to do all of the drilling and milling yourself, should you have the will, 
skill and machinery to do the work – not, I would say, a job for the 
faint hearted!.

Robert Young
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Ford BDA head and block and Mini gearbox
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To a certain degree the following relates to the Old Cooper Stuff 
feature of July last year… this is a tribute to 70 years of Iota 

magazine and John Cooper’s story telling… 

Here we are in April 2017 reading CooperWorld for the goings on 
within ‘our’ Mini community and relevant history related features – 
all written and produced by enthusiasts for enthusiasts. So, turning 
back the clock exactly 70 years, and that’s very much how it was 
when the post World War 2 500cc Club movement published their 
first Iota magazine - dated April 1947. Although it should be said 
they weren’t too fussed about looking back into history at the time, 
as they were keen to get motor sport moving forward after the 
1939 - 45 intervention, and bring ‘fresh blood’ to this exciting new 
and ‘affordable’ motor sporting concept.

For a first up effort Iota issue number 1 ‘OFFICAL ORGAN OF 
THE 500 CLUB’ is an impressive effort for its day. Given the 
difficulties society was faced with, rationing of many normal 
aspects of life at that time, such as food, fuels, building materials 
or indeed paper. With a near A5 sized light card cover and 32 
pages filled with ‘trade’ adverts from the likes of Lucas and 
Lockheed, informative features and a select number of photos 
put together by editor, A H G (Adrian) Butler and President, S C 
H (‘Sammy’) Davis. There lies the key to Iota, Davis being well 
connected to the ‘industry’ – both in publishing (The Autocar 
and various books) and motoring & motor sport – even winning 
the 1927 Le Mans race. Sammy was, without doubt, in a position 
to co-opt the odd favour or two, aided by connections with the 
BRDC (British Racing Drivers’ Club) and VSCC (Vintage Sports 
Car Club). That even from my own club committee experiences 
was always a part of getting club related business done at nominal 
or favourable rates where possible – the old chestnut of “Not 
what you know, but who you know!”  

Features published in the first issue include some insights for the 
500 movement from club patron, Rt Hon. The Earl Howe (aka 
Francis Curzon) – politician and racing driver (BRDC co-founder 
and 1931 Le Mans winner) amongst his attributes.  Laurence 
Pomeroy, who has been mentioned quite a bit in these pages 
recently, was also part of the early 500 movement taking up the 
role as one of three Vice-Presidents. Essentially, his position was 
to help guide the club and its members building all these new 
fangled 500cc racing cars with his technical nous. In the first issue 
he enlightens the reader with ‘The purpose of the technical panel’ 
feature. Explaining the reason why a technical sub-committee had 
been formed within the 500 Club.

I won’t prattle on with other contents of Iota issue number 1 as 
I wish to cut to the chase. A significant slice of the first issue is 
devoted to John Cooper’s ‘The birth of the Cooper 500’ published 
while Cooper was in its infancy with the first 500 prototype (T2) 
having been built in 1946 and the second and third cars, T3 (500) 
and T4 (500 Sports Car) nearing completion. But it was still around 
8 months before The Cooper Car Company Ltd (racing car part of 
Charles & John Cooper’s business) would be an officially registered 
entity come December 1947. This is JNC’s feature verbatim (inc. 
1947 typos, plus my notes explaining a few points) and should still 
reverberate with the fun and foibles of club level motor sporting 
endeavours today... 

“Character and ambition are said to be formed by environment 
and by some hereditary process of which I know nothing. I can only 
say that from the age of nine years when my father was mechanic 
to “Kaye Don” until the present day my whole interest has been 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

centred around racing cars and their intestines. At the tender age 
of nine I became the proud possessor of a real midget car powered 
by a 175 c.c. Villiers Two Stroke with a three speed gear box which 
at the crack of dawn could be heard tearing up and down the 
local road at the rate of knots – at least 40 anyway. Latterly my 
attention was again arrested by the “Midget Car” and as soon as I 
heard of the 500 c.c. class, I decided to build one. Amongst other 
considerations the low running cost made me decide to concentrate 
on this size.

With great enthusiasm my father and I put our heads together and 
after much struggling with knotty problems evolved the “Cooper 
500” which we commenced building in June and completed after 
5 weeks, in time to enter for the Prescott Hill Climb. Our “Child 
Car” as some newspaper disparagingly described it, was constructed 
around two Fiat 500 front suspension assemblies and was powered 
by a JAP 500 c.c. engine.

Iota’s first cover. 500cc pioneer, Colin Strang in his Strang 
500 presses on a Prescott. As can be seen personal health 
and safety wasn’t a major concern in ‘Speed’ events then – 
with head protection of limited means in those days anyway.
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I said we completed in time for the July Prescott Hill Climb but only 
just. The meeting was held on a Sunday but our first test run wasn’t 
completed until the previous Friday, and that was carried out on the 
local highway, causing much annoyance to the public in general and 
more especially to the “Cops.”

During that first run I developed “Gearbox Mounting” trouble which 
necessitated slaving into the early hours of the morning before it 
was rectified. After a few short hours of beauty sleep, my friend Eric 
Brandon and I loaded the car on to our truck and drove the hundred 
miles to Prescott.

We arrived at 11 o’clock on the Saturday morning and immediately 
set out to familiarise ourselves with the course, noting with 
some trepidation the odd hair-pin and sudden steep gradients. 
Nevertheless we were in a confident mood as we plodded back to 
the paddock, drenched to the skin, and decided to have a crack 
at the trial trip there and then. What optimism – The car even 
“shied” at the starting line and with a good old “buck” and heart 
rending accompaniment left the engine hanging by its “sprockets.” 
The engine mountings had sheared. This occurred at about three 
o’clock in the afternoon and as “Tempus” has a way of “fugiting” we 
knuckled to and sorted out the debris. Not much could be done at 
the paddock however, so we loaded the car back on to our truck with 
disgust and returned to our hotel for dinner.

Whilst satisfying the “Inner Man,” Eric suddenly hit on a brain 
wave which necessitated driving sixty miles to his friend’s garage 
in Hereford. Being a country garage we turned to the land for 
assistance, and after much thought, beer and sandwiches, supplied 
by our host, rammed two plough handle struts through the 
broken tubes of our original engine mountings, which we drilled, 
pinned, and re-assembled. The job completed we drove back to 
Cheltenham to try and make up for lost sleep, the time being 
about 4.30 a.m.

Sunday morning dawned fine and clear and although Eric and myself 
were still suffering from a slight hammering on the temples there 
was pleasant feeling of tingling anticipation coursing through us. 
My father arrived at about 9 o’clock complete with two new engine 
hearers made up of 1 1/8” solid bar, reamers and all the necessary 
for making a good sturdy job. We decided that ours was solid enough 
however and left it at that. 

The trials started at about 10 o’clock, and with pent up excitement 
I drove slowly up to the line and awaited the signal. With the roar 
of 500 c.c.’s pulling their weight I shot off with a good start, this 
time crossing the line. I took the first bend in “third” and held 
her nicely prior to changing down to “second” for the next, which 
I remembered was rather deceiving. Reving her smartly to find 
my gear, I took the bend without trouble, but to my utter chagrin 
suddenly found I had lost all power. On investigation we discovered 
that valve bounce had occurred due to excess reving with consequent 
damage to the exhaust valve.

Fortunately that happened to be a practice trial, the first official one 
being held that afternoon, so we had time to whip the head off, and strip 
down the valve assemble, have the valve trued up in Cheltenham, and 
reassemble in time for the two o’clock meeting. With some concern I 
again faced the starting signal and as I feared, maximum power was not 
to be had that day. The valve was not as true as the manufacturers had 
intended it to be. I finished the run, however, and let Eric have a shot in 
the second event. No further damage was likely to occur to the engine 
and experience in handling was valuable to both of us.

During the following few weeks until the next Prescott meeting I got down 
to a spot of real maintenance. The engine bearers of solid 1 1/8” bar my 
father had prepared were fitted, together with a new valve, etc, and the 
car was dusted, spat upon and polished until it seemed as though nothing 
could possibly prevent us from walking off with the fastest time.

Again disillusionment! The second Prescott meeting we attended 
surprisingly enough dawned fair, and Eric and I set off in high spirits, 
but this time with our fingers crossed; we weren’t quite the same 
optimistic amateurs that had sallied forth for the previous meeting. 
Maybe we were still a trifle too optimistic however, as Mother Nature 
stepped in as is her wont, and promptly damped our spirits, and us, 
more than a trifle. We arrived in good time and at 11 o’clock I found 
myself in the now familiar position facing the starter. The sun was 
shining anaemically but with hope, though the ground was still wet 
and muddy. Given the signal I was off, and eating up the yards to first 
bend. I went into it at speed and with a little extra throttle to take 
the next gradient skidded beautifully until I found myself facing the 
way I had come. The spectators were rather surprised to see me back 
so soon, but instead of a radiant glow of triumph beaming from my 
face, I fear it must have appeared a trifle “sheepish.” Happily that 
was a practice run, so my prestige suffered little. Eric had a practice 
run next and then I was permitted to have another, the car going like 
a bird with nothing unusual occurring.

Fairly satisfied with ourselves Eric and I covered up the car, parked it 
in the Paddock and went off for some food. After lunch the first official 
runs took place, My turn came approximately half way through the 
programme, and with even my toes crossed I approached the line and 
was off – for about twenty yards! Again my engine bearers had gone, 
solid 1 1/8”bar snapped clean through added to which we found that the 
gearbox bearers had fractured. Some Torque! 

Teething trouble were by now becoming somewhat monotonous 
and my little car should have felt very small under the withering 
glances and scathing remarks we rained upon it. Still my father and 
I persevered, and after reinstating it in its “Home Garage” really got 
down to some serious thinking to rectify this trouble for good and 
all, and thank goodness met with success. We fitted two leaf springs 
transversely across the frame and bracketed the engine to them. 
This modification we completed on the “Eve” of the Brighton Speed 
Trial in September. What a rush that was. Early on the Saturday 
morning at about six o’clock with a clear sky and a promise of a 
good day ahead, Eric Brandon and myself rolled out the 500 and 

Published in Iota issue number 1, this Cooper 500 T2 cutaway 
was borrowed from The Autocar magazine

Published in Iota issue number 1, this Cooper 500 T2 cutaway 
was borrowed from The Autocar magazine
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made our way to the Kingston By-Pass. Eric 
followed in his T-Type MG and when all was 
ready we opened the “taps” and fairly belted 
the car down the deserted highway. The Cooper 
500, minus silencers really excelled herself 
that morning. Without a hitch we flew down 
the road with the tuneful crescendo of power 
echoing back from the houses on either side. It 
was a joy to be alive though the occupants of 
the houses probably thought otherwise, and I 
believe blamed the “Hellish” racket on to Jeff 
Taylor (Geoffrey Taylor of Alta) whose works 
are situated nearby and who was also racing at 
Brighton that day.

Out practice runs complete, Eric and I, offering 
up a silent prayer, loaded the car on to our 
truck and proceeded to Brighton I was running 
with M Chambers (Marcus, later to be BMC 
Comps boss) in the 850 c.c. class and this 
time felt on top of the world, With a really 
clean start I got away smartly, changing rapidly 
up the gears and then giving her everything she 
had for the full kilometer. All our troubles were 
repaid as we won the 850 c.c. racing class by a 
clear two seconds. 

Eric drove the car in the 1000 c.c. class 
competing against H C Lones in his 1000 c.c. 
“Tiger Cat.”  Our previous success egged us on 
to hope for victory in this race also but as luck 
would have it he came in fourth. Nevertheless 
for the first time in our short career with the 
500 c.c. we felt we had earned at least one leaf 
from the laurels of victory and celebrated that 
well and truly on our way home.

The next fortnight was spent in generally 
overhauling the machine in preparation for the 
“West Court” speed trial in which we gained a 
further leaf to our laurels. We entered for the 
1100 c.c. class and after a practice run each 
without trouble, settled down for the official trials 
in the afternoon.

I decided to have the first crack in the 1100 c.c. 
event, and kicked off in fine style. Everything was 
going according to plan. The engine was crackling 
at full power, the gears were sweet, in fact there 
wasn’t a cloud on my horizon. Suddenly out of the 
blue they began to gather. The engine coughed 
and spluttered and with dismay I watched the rev. 
counter drop 2000. 

I did my damndest to clear her, but to no avail, 
she wouldn’t go one rev. over 4000. I finished 
the course and handed the car over to Eric, 
with the advice that he should try and keep her 
as much as possible in top to counteract our 
“Rev. rationing.” This he did and completed in 
very good time.

We employed the same tactics in our final two 
runs and to our gratification discovered that 
Eric had made the fastest time in our class at 
24.42 and I came second at 24.73. 

So ended my first year’s experience  of 
hillclimbing and speed Trials and for some reason 
that last meeting at West Court gave me the 
greatest amount of satisfaction , and was a 
grand  “Finale.” 

I sincerely hope the 500 c.c. class has now 
come to stay for if it really catches on I am 
sure great sport at low cost will be available 

West Court Speed Trial programme. Despite Eric & John in the 
smallest capacity car they had a successful time at this meeting. The 
relevant entry list was published in the July 2016 Old Cooper Stuff.

to all enthusiasts , and the greater the number of enthusiasts, the greater will become 
the scope for extending our activities. The anticipation of inter-club meetings, circuit 
racing and more and still and still more hill-climbing and speed trials makes me yearn to 
get things cracking. 

At the present moment my father and I have a new design under construction. And 
aerodynamic 500 c.c. two-seater which we hope will be completed in a few weeks. Also nearing 
completion is another “Cooper 500” for Eric Brandon who will be competing during the coming 
season. Then in the not so far distant future we hope to have to have twelve more “Coopers” 
under construction at the same time. You can see the idea has had a good reception in this part 
of the world.

To conclude, I should like to say that I shall be only too willing to extend the advice, 
encouragement and good fellowship that was extended to me by C.H. (Colin) Strang and 
H.C. (Clive) Lones, (builders of the first two 500cc cars to compete – Cooper’s was 
number 3) to any new enthusiast who may find himself in difficulties. 

J N Cooper”

That feature certainly helped John Cooper (then 23 years old), set the path for his 
promotion of Cooper racing cars, of which Iota was an early part of their success. I shall 
have to further the Iota / Cooper story another time. 

Stephen Dalton
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www.leacyclassics.com

FOR A FRIENDLY WELCOME AND GREAT ADVICE, WHY NOT VISIT OUR SHOP?
Aston Lane, Birmingham, B20 3BW

DELIVERY: UK wide delivery available: 
For remote areas, offshore islands and 
international destinations please call.

Tel: 0121 356 3003 · E-mail: info@min-its.com · www.leacyclassics.com

Thousands of parts for YOUR car
FUEL + CARBS

Part Description  Price 

AUF214Z S&M FUEL PUMP 63-74  £51.30 

AZX1818 MINI FUEL PUMP 69-91  £35.82 

XNB10007 MINI DUEL SENDER 58-96 CARB MODEL  £15.60 

XNB100380 MINI INJ FUEL SENDER 96>  £27.30 

AAU8340 MINI FUEL SENDER TANK MINI VAN/ESTATE/PICKUP  £24.30 

14A7057 MINI FUEL NECK GROMMET 58-97  £3.90 

GGT101 2-1/2INCH HUEL HOSE  £1.92 

PANELS

ALA5660 MINI A POST 69> GENUINE  £21.60 

BMP454 MINI RH FRONT WING  £99.00 

ABD36004 MINI RH FRONT FLITCH INN 76-89  £199.80 

CZH455 MINI MKII BONNET 70-96  £174.00 

BMD36001 MINI BOOT LID 90>  £198.00 

BMP343 MINI MKIV COMPLETE BODYSHELL 76-89 (TO ORDER ONLY)  £6,858.00 

HMP441016 MINI BOOT FLOOR & BATTERY BOX 59> ALL MODELS  £225.60 

BRAKES

13H5541 MINI HANDBRAKE GRIP  £1.74 

1G5999 RETURN SPRING PEDAL  £2.34 

FAM8356 HANDBRAKE LEVER GRIP LATE MINI  £5.10 

GDB105 BRAKE DRUM MINI 850-1000  £14.10 

GDB106 BRAKE DRUM MINI COOPER MK1/2 COOPER S  £14.70 

GBS733 MINIFRONT BRAKE SHOES  £12.30 

GBH170 MINI FRONT BRAKE HOSE MINI 67-84 DRUM(  £5.10 

GPR104A MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) >76(2REQ)MINI 76>  £1.17 

GPR107A MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) MINI 76-90  £1.02 

SZU10001 MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) 90>  £2.34 

CLUTCH

13H2934 MINI FLYWHEEL OIL SEAL  £2.34 

GMC1008 MINI MASTER CYLINDER CLUTCH 59-89  £47.10 

1G5999 RETURN SPRING PEDAL 53-58/MOGGI/MINI  £2.34 

GSY118 MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER 83.94  £39.30 

GSY118Z MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER REPRO  £24.00 

GSY110 CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER S&M 58-66/MINI 59-83/A11/1300  £28.20 

88G508 MINI FLYWHEEL LOCKING KEY 64-85 (DIAPHRAGM)  £9.04 

COOLING

GWP132 WATER PUMP S&M 58-67/MINI SMALL IMPELLOR  £15.90 

GTS104 THERMOSTAT DEG C MGB 62-80/S&M 58-79/TR6/TR8  £4.86 

GRC110 15PSI RADIATOR CAP BV8 73-76/MID 74-79/TR7/MINI  £3.90 

12G2129 THICK FAN BLADE  £11.70 

CHS2515 THERMO STUD COVER MGA/B 55>/S&M 63-72/MINI  £1.44 

53K402 HEATER STUD TAP S&M 64-74/MOGGI 61-71/MINI  £0.72 

14A9988 MINI CABLE HEATER MINI MK1/2  £16.50 

CABLES

Part Description  Price 

14A6740 MINI BOOTLID CABLE  £2.80 

21A1202 MINI SINGLE CARB CHOKE CABLE  £16.50 

21A2329 MINI CHOKE CABLE 68-87  £8.70 

24A2738 MINI HEATER CABLE 58-89  £8.70 

NAM7914 MINI CABLE THROTTLE 65  £5.10 

21A1204 MINI CABLE CHOKE TWIN CARB - COOPER/S MK1/2  £16.50 

SBF10027 MINI CABLE CHOKE 27 - MINI 87  £10.10 

ENGINE & MOUNTS

MRC1275 ROCKER VALVE COVER S&M 58-74/MINI 58>  £22.62 

12A1175 TAPPET GASKET COVER (RUBBER) MGA/B 55-80/S&M 58-74/MINI 66> MGC  £0.97 

GLP138 OIL PUMP SLOT TYPE MINI A+1300  £18.36 

12G2134 Y PIECE CONNECTION MINI 74-91/MGB 70-80/S&M 68-74  £2.70 

12G1053 ALTERNATOR BRACKET USED TO CONVERT DYNAMO/ALT FIX  £6.90 

ARA221 OIL COOLER MGB 62-75  £40.50 

22A1018 MINI ENGINE MOUNT LH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £10.98 

SWITCHES

21A2658 MINI RH INDICATOR SWITCH 76-84  £35.94 

13H337 SWITCH-IGNITION MINI MKII  £9.96 

13H7778 INDICATOR SWITCH AUS 11/1300 67-71/MINI MK2  £42.90 

24G1345 BARREL & KEY SWITCH  £8.10 

BAU5345 SWITCH-INDICATOR MINI  £35.40 

YUF101010 SWITCH-BRAKE CHECK MINI  £23.46 

13H6343 WIPER SWITCH MKII MINI 74-76 1SPEED  £10.02 

YUF101000 HAZARD SWITCH  76>  £12.00 

2A9129 WIPER SWITCH 57SA MINI MKI/II/MOGGI  £10.14 

YUF101030 LIGHT SWITCH MINI 76-91  £12.00 

BADGES

DAH100950MMM MINI COOPER BOOTLID BADGE MINI 2000>  £14.10 

DAH100920MMM MINI COOPER SPORT BADGE  £12.30 

24A23 BADGE -MINI COOPER MKI AUSTIN  £7.56 

14A6802 BADGE-AUSTIN MINI MKI  £7.92 

CZH2717 BADGE - LEYLAND HOUSE S&M 70-74/MGB/MINI A PANEL  £6.24 

DAB101130 BADGE-ITALIAN JOB-BONNET MINI  £28.50 

CZH1305 BADGE-FRONT MINI MK3 MINI/COOPER S  £18.90 

MANIFOLD + EXHAUSTS

GEX7046 MANIFOLD CLAMP S&M>64/MINI 63-85/MOGGI  £2.24 

GEX7081 MINI CENTRE EXHAUST MOUNT 58-96  £1.80 

GEX7661 MINI EXHAUST MOUNT MINI 5/92>/METRO MG TURBO  £3.78 

GEX7761 MINI CATALYST GASKET  £2.10 

L61 MANIFLOW LCB Y PIECE  £34.80 

LST001A MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX SIDE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.40 

LST001B MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX CENTRE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.94 



Competition - MSVR Media Day, Brands Hatch 14-Feb-17
By David Young

COMPETITION

Yet another year goes by and we all return to Brands Hatch on a cold 
February morning to sample the best sausages in the south east. 

It has become a custom for MSVR, the racing division of MSV, to hold 
a ‘Media Day’ to kick off all the championships that MSVR run. The 
challenge is that it is still very early in the year, and so a lot of drivers 
and teams have yet to decide what they are doing, and who they are 
doing it with in the coming season.

Antony Williams, owner of Total Track who runs the MINI 
CHALLENGE race series, brought along a car from each class that 
they will be running in the MINI CHALLENGE this year namely, 
JCW, Cooper Pro/AM and Open Class. Hot laps were available to 

members of the media but, more importantly, try out sessions were 
also available to prospective entries. Antony stated that he had 
never been so busy over the winter break!

The day stated with Jonathan Palmer (AKA Mr MSV) introducing the 
11th year of MSVR Racing and gave a brief overview of what’s new in 
2017. This was followed by each of the Championship owners being 
interviewed by Alan Hyde. It went on a bit but with 11 championships 
running it was a hard slog. Thankfully, humour and jokes kept the 
audience attentive along with fresh coffee and water for all. Anthony 
Williams gave a run down on how the MINI CHALLENGE is growing 
and is now part of three MINI Festivals, Snetterton 13-14 May, Brands 
Hatch 8th - 9th July and Oulton Park 19th August. Each class will have 
its own grid throughout the year. The biggest news was the running of 
the JCW class alongside the British GT Championship, which also runs 
with the BRDC F3 Championship.

Aaron Reeve also brought along a selection of MINI CHALLENGE 
cars to enable Taxi rides and try outs in the Open Class and Pro/Am 
class cars.

Rob Sims racing brought along the two Swan Flight cars to shake 
down Owen Walton’s re shelled Cooper Pro class car after its shunt at 
Cadwell Park last year.

MINI UK brought along Rob Smith’s JCW but the car didn’t do more 
than a few installation laps as Rob had not insured the car! Most of the 
dealer supported JCWs are out in MINI Showrooms for the launch of 
the New MINI Countryman.

Looking forward to the start of racing and the JCW MINI Challenge 
session opener will be at Oulton Park over the long weekend 15-
17th April.  The Open and Pro/Am class’s start with their first race 
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Antony Williams MINI 
CHALLENGE owner

Cooper Pro/Am Class Taxi Ride

Jonathan Palmer  
Mr MSV



on the weekend of 13th-14th May at the 
Snetterton MINI Festival. All details of the 
Championship can be found on the MINI 
CHALLENGE web site  
www.MINICHALLENGE.co.uk

Some of the dates have changed because of 
the British GP date change.

David Young

COMPETITION

DATE LOCATION JCW Pro/Am - Open

15-17 April Oulton Park Yes No

29-30 April Rockingham Yes No

13-14 May Snetterton No Yes

27-28 May Snetterton Yes No

4-5 June Silverstone National No Yes

10-11 June Silverstone GP Yes No

24 June Rockingham ISC No Yes

8-9 July Brands Indy Yes Yes

5-6 August Brands GP Yes No

19 August Oulton Park Yes Yes

16-17 September Donington Park GP No Yes

MINI Festivals in Orange
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Aaron Reeve’s Open Class R56

Owen Walton in his re-shelled car

Rob Smith’s car at Druids last year
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Rauno Aaltonen’s  
Monte Historique

Last month, I wrote briefly that Rauno 
Aaltonen very much enjoyed and 
did well on the Monte Historique, 
finishing in 83rd place – this would 
have been so much higher had they 
not had their navigational equipment 
go haywire on one section, meaning, 
they were heavily penalised and once 
marks are lost, they are lost for good! 
I have since been in correspondence 
with Rauno who has sent me some 
more information about the event and 
their car.

Rauno decided to start from Bad Homburg, which proved to be the 
right idea. Based on his experience from 2011, he also decided to 
make a recce of the competitive sections. As there was little snow 
(only 10 km on Col de Echarasson near St. Jean en Royans) the recce 
was not so important this year. However, if you want to do well a 
recce is now almost essential.

The Cooper S he was driving was a 1965 car built by Söderqvist 
Engineering near Gothenburg. The engine came from Swiftune, a 
perfect engine for a regularity event, both power and flexibility. The 
engine was built with flexibility in mind and with good mid range 
torque and the cylinder head worked accordingly. The 1293cc engine 
was fitted with Swiftune's SW10 cam which pushed out 117bhp on 
the dyno - and this drove through a 4.2:1 final drive - as specified by 
Aaltonen.  Tyres were supplied by Keskipinta in Finland, their brand 
name being ‘Black Rocket’.  Rauno decided on a rather hard rubber 
compound, which worked extremely well and they retained their 
studs - they lost none. However, he viewed that if he had plenty of 
service vehicles, a softer compound would have been better. But this 
then would have meant many tyre changes because of the resultant 
loss of studs.

His very experienced co-driver, Hans Sylvan, had prepared well and 
the team, headed by Christopher Gontard and Vivian Tiburtius of 
BMW Classics, helped with so many things. Stig Blomqvist was also in 
attendance to lend a hand and Philip Anning from Swiftune was sent 
over from the UK to look after the engine that they had so carefully 
built for the car. Rauno confirmed everything with the car was 
perfect. Unfortunately, the same couldn’t be said for the navigational 

equipment. The concentration leg was straight forward enough with 
no difficulties. However, just before the first regularity section, near 
Entrevaux, everything was fine but then it happened.

At the control immediately after the start line the time/distance 
computer failed, dropping them to the 255th position (out of 328 
starters) - a terrible start. This really decided their fate for their 
attempt on 2017 Rally Monte Carlo Historique. They subsequently 
climbed rapidly when Hans changed to another computer but it was 
all too late. Rauno felt the rally was, nevertheless, superb with many 
very narrow and twisty sections, more difficult than the Monte of the 
60s and much more difficult than the WRC of today. He also said that 
anybody who did well can be proud of their driving abilities. He also 
felt that the Automobile Club of Monaco had done a superb job in 
organising the event. Everything, he said, was faultless and the ACM 
were very friendly in answering and helping with anything. Finally, he 
said that The Monte Historique is, without any doubt, the top event 
for any one serious about historic rallying in Europe. 

More on JMO 969D

David Brazell tells me that Paul Easter recently visited him at his 
premises in Towcester to see JMO and tempt him by placing the car's 
original Alpine Rally plate on the bonnet – first time back on the car 
for 51 years! (Only on loan though!). David has also been in contact 
with Rob Lawrence, who used the car so effectively on Motoring 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Rauno Aaltonen and Hans Sylvan with their Cooper S

Rauno Aaltonen and Hans Sylvan pressing on

JMO temporarily reunited with its Alpine Rally plate, courtesy of 
Paul Easter
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News events after it left Abingdon. Rob retold the story of when he 
bought the car from Abingdon. His navigator, John Morgan heard 
that Abingdon were about to dispose of three Works Minis, so he 
and Rob headed off to Abingdon to look at what was on offer. They 
picked JMO as it had just been shelled after Lars Ytterbring had just 
taken the car to second place on the punishing Scottish Rally. So they 
therefore had a new, straight and fresh car.  He carried onto say 
that the substantial Scandinavian factory sump guard, fitted to the 
car, was so strong that JMO didn't receive any serious damage in his 
tenure and the car was still in that last factory shell when he sold it in 
October1971 to get married. Quite what befell the car after Rob sold 
it, we really don’t know – but at some stage the car must have been 
reshelled into the shell it is in today?  
  
David has subsequently invited Rob to drive JMO again – this time 
at Chateau Impney Hill Climb in July. As the car had clearly been 
hill climbed by one of its previous owners, the engine, as it stands 
at the moment, will be ideally suited.  David is certainly going to be 
busy, as he has also promised to bring the car to Beaulieu this June 
for everyone to see – which, by the time that you read this David, 
Beaulieu will be only ten weeks away, so you have better get your 
skates on!

RaceRetro

This show, now under new management, was definitely an 
improvement on past years. Notably, the dishevelled AutoJumble 
hall was much better presented and actually relatively barmy 
compared to the often freezing conditions found in the past. It is 
always a treat going on the Friday, meeting so many from the great 
days of motorsport, especially so from Abingdon and those with 
BMC connections. The high spot for many however, is the rally 
stage, held on the Saturday and Sunday, which is a big attraction. On 

Friday you can only look at the cars. Pat Walker was there, as he so 
often is, with his Ex-Works Mini 977ARX together with his World 
Cup Triumph PI.

David Scothorn was there with the World Cup Maxi too. Numerous 
MCR members were seen during a pleasant day. You can read a full 
report, elsewhere in this issue, by Cliff Porter, whose car was also 
there on display and who will, I’m sure, tell you all about his three 
day adventure.

Five speed sequential Gearbox

At the London Classic Car show at the Excel - inexplicably held at 
the same time as Race Retro - Swiftune and Quaife announced the 
joint venture of their new five speed sequential Mini gearbox.  This 
prototype is obviously a dog box and is destined to be used in the 
free formula race Minis. The engineering involved making an entirely 
new gear casing to house the five speed gear cluster and gear 
selection mechanism, is a fantastic achievement. 

The sequential gear change is reported to work beautifully - and 
I think a first for a Mini gearbox. The box is an ‘overdrive’ box, in 
that the fifth gear is less than 1:1. From memory, I think the only 1:1 
five speed gearbox might have been Colotti gearbox, but I could be 
wrong. The decision to build an overdrive box was taken to allow a 
short diff to be used to improve acceleration, yet still have longer legs 
on faster race circuits. No price or official launch date has been set 
yet, but real time testing in Swiftune's Longman 1275 GT is due to 
start soon.  Don’t expect any change from £6,000 plus, if you want to 
buy one though!

Robert Young

Pat Walker’s evergreen 977 ARX with his Works Triumph behind

The all new gearbox - a work of sheer beauty!

Cliff Porter's car proudly displayed in the ‘Pride of the  
Paddock’ competition

The all new casing and that big nut in the front is for access to  
the selectors
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Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

You may have read elsewhere, that BMH 
are making a first batch of fifteen Mk 1 
body shells in April with the lucky owners 
taking delivery in May. Further good news 
is that since the prototype was shown last 
year, BMH has commissioned additional 
tooling to refine the finish and improve 
build quality. Before you rush to the 
drawer to check your old V5 and chassis 
plate are still there, there is some rather 
less good news, and I quote directly here, 
“BMH has used the later front bulkhead 
cross-member assembly as re-tooling 
for this non-visual part would have 

been prohibitive, and opted not to form 
the rotodip hole in the rear seat squab; 

recognising that a significant element of demand for the new shells will 
almost certainly be for historic motorsport.’

BMH dismissing the bulkhead cross-member as a non-visual item 
rather overlooks the fact that you will not be able to fit a pre-1976 
subframe to one of their shells. The upshot of which, is that you 
won’t be able to retain hydrolastic suspension if your car is a wet one. 
Similarly, how difficult is it to put a metal plate over the rotodip hole 
in a bulkhead? If you are able to prepare a car/shell for motorsport 
the answer is, I believe, ‘not very’. List price including VAT is £9,950 
or over 40% dearer than their modern round fronted product. 
Should you have a burning desire to be one of the first to own one, 
you need to put down a 25% deposit.

I mentioned last month about the dates on Lucas electrical items and I 
had a couple of members get in touch. The first was asking about a 1965 
Lucas DR3A wiper motor he had found on an auction website; described 
as being for a Mini and ideally dated for his car, together with the added 
bonus of being self-parking. The correct Lucas number for a Mini is 
75541 and a quick Google of the number on the item, which was 75446, 
revealed it was actually for a Triumph Herald. All UK market Mini’s of the 
time, from 850 to Cooper S shared the same motor.

Simon Wheatcroft

Whilst the Herald unit would fit in a Mini there are other differences, 
the main one being the gear wheel inside that determines the angle of 
wiper sweep. These internal items can be easily interchanged should 
you desire modern conveniences of self-parking wipers or a two 
speed motor.

Incidentally, the body of a wiper motor can be found with either a 
grey hammered paint finish or crackle black. Which one your car will 
have seems to be down to the luck of the draw.

Another member pointed out that some Lucas items have the 
week and year on them, for example 50 68, but so far as I am 

The ‘Mini’ wiper motor – the wire on the raised section of the 
cover is for the self-parking function. The raised section can be 
rotated and determines whether the arms park to the right or left

The correct unit for a Mk 1 Cooper S and its lesser brethren of the 
period – Lucas number 75541. The raised section on the cover is 
merely part of the pressing

Even if it was removed from a Mini as the seller claimed, 75446 
means that this unit is originally from a Triumph Herald



Mini Cooper Register | 41

REGISTERS

aware, that did not start until early 1968, well after Mk 1 S 
production had ceased. 

That leads me nicely to a question received about when series Mk1 
S production finished. The answer is the 11th September 1967; the 
last three cars which were all Austins, were built to Police spec. Two 
of the cars went to Essex and one to Durham. There may have been 
one more Mk1 S car built about a week later, or that may be an error 
on a Heritage Certificate. Enquiries are continuing.

That’s all this month..
 
Simon Wheatcroft

Close up showing that this unit dates from November 1964

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this month’s report and 
the news this month is that one of 
the original press cars may have been 
found. It is currently resting in a field 
and will need assistance to extricate 
it from its current resting place. Early 
indications point to the car having 
some of its original interior trim, but 
at present that is all I know about the 
car. As and when I get more news 
about it I will update you in next 
month’s report. The location of the 
car is being withheld until it is verified 
and recovered.

So far this year I’ve already had 
a request from a national magazine to supply a MK1 Cooper 
for an article and photo shoot. Whereas this request has since 
been satisfied, it is quite common for me to receive at least two 
requests throughout the year. So, if you are interested in having 
you car featured in a national magazine, then please get in touch 
with some basic details and a photo of your car, your location 
and the distance that you are prepared to travel. Please note that 
these requests normally come with a very short lead time as well. 
Your car does not need to be in concours condition, but it does 
need to be a good representative of the marquee, whether it be 
standard or modified.

I have been asked about the ‘new’ Newton Commercial brocade trim 
which they make for MK1 Mini Coopers and Ss, but I was unable to 
comment on it, as I have not seen any since they improved the way 
the gold brocade sits on the vinyl. Has anyone recently purchased 
some and can give me some feedback? If you have then please get in 
touch and I will pass the information on.

So far, I currently have sufficient cars for the MCR National Mini day 
at Beaulieu in June for the register display. This normally fills quite 
quickly but I could do with a couple of reserves just in case someone 
can’t make the day for any reason.

That’s all for this month.  

Barbara Alexander

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Back in the February issue of 
the magazine, I talked about the 
introduction of the thick flange engine 
block and the positioning of the dynamo 
control box. I was really surprised at 
how much interest this created, and so 
a thank you to all who contacted me 
with their views and information.

 
So, starting with the introduction of 
the thick flange block, I mentioned 
previously that, from a small sample of 
original cars, the introduction appeared 
to be around August 1969 between 
engine numbers 538xx and 542xx.
Simon Naylor contacted me from 

Southam Minis to say that he is currently working on the rebuild of 
a very original engine with a thick flange block, which has an engine 
number in the high 537xx range. This would then suggest that the 
introduction was, perhaps, a little earlier than the sample suggested. 
Other contacts confirmed the introduction at the earlier end of the 
original range, so keep that information coming in as it looks like we're 
close to nailing this one.

The control box positioning also created a lot of interest, but it is not 
as clear cut. From the responses I have had, there was a near equal 
split between those with the box terminals facing down and those 
facing forward. 

Steve Hills is currently restoring his April 1969 car (a bit more on 
this later in the report) and kindly sent in photographs of the control 
box position in his car. As you can see from the photos, the terminals 
face forward, what is more revealing is that with the box removed, 
there are only two mounting holes (arrowed) indicating this is the 
only way this original regulator box has been fitted to this original 
inner wing. Steve was kind enough to go one step further and draw a 
diagram of the area and the mounting positions. As you can see from 
Steve’s diagram, the dimensions are interesting in that the horizontal 
and vertical distances to the bottom hole are 83mm, whilst the top 
hole is 70mm horizontally. This makes the terminals point slightly 
downhill, perhaps to limit water ingress? I was sufficiently interested 
by this to remove the control box on my September 1968 car to see 
the mountings. As you can see from the photo (excuse the missing 
master cylinder!), the mountings on EWA's inner wing appear the 
same, this is again an original inner wing in its BMC paint. So I think 
it's reasonable to say that our cars did leave the factory with forward 
facing terminals. 

To balance things up, there were a number of owners saying their 
cars had the control box with the terminals facing down. John Bond 
kindly sent photos of his car prior to rebuild which clearly shows 
the original dated control box fitted with the cover removed and 
terminals facing down. The photo is from the strip down carried out 
in1997, the car has been owned by John since 1984, so it's difficult 
to understand why the position of the original box would have been 
changed prior to that. 

It seems the missing link here is to see a photo of an inner wing with 
a downward facing terminal box removed, so that the mounting holes 
can be seen. If, on an original inner wing, there are just two holes 
to mount the box with the terminals facing down, I think it's fair to 
assume that the factory did fit the box in either of the positions. If 

Nick Hunter
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anyone out there can help on this and send in a photo, I'll update you 
in a future report.

Back to Steve Hills’s car now, he was kind enough to give a bit of 
background to his 'S' whilst helping with the above queries. SPN 
508G is a Snowberry white and black Austin built in April 1969 and 
despatched to Wadhams in Waterlooville, where it was registered with 
its East Sussex number. The car has been owned by Steve since 1985 
and was registered with the MCR way back then, and the first photo 
dates from that time. The car was looking particularly smart on its 
Cosmic wheels and matching arches. Steve used the car up until 1993 
when it was taken off the road for a rebuild following a minor front end 
bump. The work was started briefly, and then follows the familiar tale 
of marriage, children, house moves and career progression, which led 
to the Mini being ignored and disappearing under a pile of life. Luckily, 

Steve Hills’s car with original control box fitted with terminals 
facing forward

Inner wing on Steve’s car with the two mounting holes highlighted

Diagram of the mounting holes on Steve’s car

John Bonds car with original control box in place and terminals 
facing down prior to strip down in 1997

My car with the two mounting matching Steve’s
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through all this, Steve managed to hang onto the car and a recent move 
to a new house with a suitable garage, meant that the rebuild of the car 
could recommence. The fact that it's been hidden away for 25 years 
and not touched, means it remains very original, with its front panel 
still showing the body number and the inner wing FE number and floor 
tag numbers in place. The rear of the car looks particularly good, Steve 
did some work to this in the mid 1980s, making sure it was thoroughly 
rust-proofed which you can see has preserved it well. The car looks 
to me to be closer to a recommission rather than full blown rebuild 
of a very original car. Steve's plan is to have the bodywork completed 
this year and then move on to the mechanicals and final re-build. I look 
forward to bringing you an update as he progresses.   

Steve Hills’s car SPN 508G back in the 1980s

SPN 508G in 2017 awaiting rebuild to start again

Some nostalgic stickers on the rear screen of SPN 508G

Looking forward to Beaulieu and the Mk11 display, I have some 
rather exciting news. Mike Cooper has agreed to bring along and 
display his very own Mk11 S as recently featured in MiniWorld 
magazine. He has also agreed to judge his favourite Mk11 car in our 
proposed display. There are a few places left, so if you would like to 
display your Mk11 S please contact me (Graham Robinson for Mk11 
Cooper). As a bonus for displaying your car, there will be a free 
entry ticket on the day for the driver of the car. This is shaping up to 
be a great celebration of our favourite car.

Finally, whilst sending in information on engine blocks, Brian Bradley 
mentioned that he used to rally an ex police car Mk11 S registered 
VKA 305H. I thought you'd like to see this brilliant photo of VKA and 
Brian on the 1975 RAC Rally. 

That's all for now

Cheers

Nick Hunter 

Rear end of SPN 508G still in excellent condition

Great photo of Brian Bradley and VKA 305H on the 1975 
Lombard RAC Rally
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Cooper S Mk 3 Register

As the Sir Tom Jones would say, “It’s 
not unusual” to hear of a Mk 3 S 
being restored, but this is something 
slightly different as the car was 
already pretty tidy.

Cast your mind back to the early 
1970s, the dinosaurs were barely 
extinct, a time before we had joined 
the EU, and the Mk 3 S was still in 
production. Mini owners across the 
land were taking a leaf out of Wood 
& Pickett’s book and following the 
lead of Mini racers by removing the 

vertical seams from their cars; some 
rather more tidily than others. One 

such car to suffer this mutilation, was BNX 371J, a September 
1970 built Mk 3 S that I have mentioned a couple of times in my 
reports over the years.

Simon Wheatcroft

Cooper Mk 2 Register

Nothing to report this month, but I would still like to draw your 
attention to the MKII Cooper 50th anniversary display at this 
year’s National Mini Day at Beaulieu in June. Many thanks to 
Nick Hunter who is the driving force behind the display. If you 
don’t look at Nick’s MKII S reports, you may like to know that 
Mike Cooper will be joining the display with his own MKII, and 
has kindly agreed to judge the cars on display. Nick has received 
a good response from his S owners but I have only received 
offers from Clive Brooks, Peter Britton and Kevin Robinson. It’s a 
once in a life time opportunity and I am surprised I have not had 
a better response for a free day out for car and driver. Your car 
does not have to be in concours condition, it just has to be there. 
Examples of cars from across the production period would be 
ideal, but at the moment anything will do. Half the places are up 
for grabs but that could change nearer the date of the event. So, 
come on, don’t delay, email me today to express your intention 
to come along and join us.

If your car has been off the road for a long time and you never 
got round to registering it as SORN, you may find it difficult to get 
your registration back. If you are starting a restoration for such 
a car, it might be advisable to start the process right away, as it 
could be a protracted process.

Well, that’s about it for now. I’m only sorry it is not a more 
interesting report this month. I really do need your help with 
content for these reports. The reports are all about you and your 
cars.  Whether its restoration, mechanical/electrical, or anything 
MKII, I’m sure fellow owners would like to hear about it. And this 
is the place to do it. Back in January I mentioned that Jim Massie 
was on the lookout for a new headlining and Jack Gray came up 
trumps for him.  

Looking forward to hearing from you soon.

Happy Coopering!!

Graham Robinson 

Graham Robinson

Clive Brooks’ Austin Cooper

The view from the rear was no more attractive

BNX as it emerged from its fifteen years slumber. You can 
probably see why it didn’t sell that quickly at that time
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Rover Cooper Register

My February report, concerning 
the Multi-Point Injection Rover 
Coopers, drew comment from 
regular CooperWorld contributor, 
Richard Pengelly who, as a chartered 
engineer, was working for BICERI 
Ltd in Slough, and was employed 
as the project manager on the Mpi 
venture. Richard still works within 
the automotive industry.

It should be remembered that 
between January 1994 and May 2000, 
Rover was a wholly owned subsidiary 
of BMW, and hence, most of the 
development of the Mpi Mini occurred 

under their stewardship.  

Extending the production life of the Mini to the year 2000 - the 
absolute time limit that compliance regulations would allow - 
was no act of benevolence on the part of Rover for two very 
good reasons:

1. Sales of the Metro (launched on 8th October 1980 as the Mini’s 
nemesis) were half those of the main rival Ford Fiesta, and 
would nosedive after the launch of the uninspiring Rover 100 
version in 1995. Metro production would prematurely end on 
23rd December 1997 following a Euro NCAP crash safety test 
report, that showed the car to be well below the minimum 
expected standard; 

2. The new MINI itself (re-designated the R50 in May 1996), the 
first seeds of which had only been sown in 1993, was still a long 
way from its estimated launch which had optimistically been set 
before the year 2000. 

Faced with a critical gap in its model range, it was essential that 
Rover soldiered on with its existing 35-year-old Mini design. 
Below is a summarised version of Richard’s comments about the 
Mpi Mini project…  

Body Shell

The Mini body shell was well outside the current crash limits of 
the time but was granted a dispensation because it had been in 
continuous production since its launch in August 1959. VW were 
granted a similar concession for the Beetle.

Engineering Approach

Desperate to do something to give the Mini a noteworthy facelift, 
Richard says that BMW decided to make changes under the bonnet 

John Parnell

Looking much tidier after the moulded on arches were removed 
but still rather blobby

Looking much tidier after the moulded on arches were removed 
but still rather blobby

Project completed and on wedding duty looking every inch the 
perfect bride itself. These days it is nice to see an S on wheels 
other than Minilites or Rosepetals

It resided for some forty years with its first owner and was a 
car that I saw, from time to time, over the years as it lived fairly 
close to me. It was parked up in 1994 and spent the next fifteen 
years, or so, in hiding before being sold. It then seemed to be for 
sale quite regularly after that although some tidying did go on in 
between sales. It was offered as a prize by a crisp company but 
the winner didn’t have any interest in the car, so it was sold at 
a Brightwells auction in early 2015. At this time it was still very 
original and looked much smarter than it had when initially put 
up for sale. The new owner got in touch and was keen to replace 
the missing seams, but it is a whole lot more difficult to put them 
back on than take them off. Work commenced some six months 
after buying the car as numerous panels were required, and it 
took Dorchester Mini Centre around nine months to complete all 
of the work, but I think the results, as you can see in the pictures, 
speak for themselves.

Simon Wheatcroft
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that far exceeded anything Rover themselves would have done. 
Although the funding was higher, the budget was still relatively 
small and it is possibly for this reason that, instead of allocating the 
project to the main engineering team, the task was handed over 
to the production team in East Wing, who, in the best traditions of 
German car making, indulged in a bit of over engineering – no bad 
thing if crippling warranty costs are to be avoided. 

Cooling System 

The project team knew what modifications they wanted to do, and 
dealing with the power drain caused by the cooling fan was one 
of them. The mock-up engine was said to produce 45Kw, but the 
proposed production version only gave 40-42Kw. It wasn’t just the 
fan that was the problem, the combination of engine cooling and 
ever tighter drive-by noise limits also called for a re-think. Moving 
the radiator to the front of the car, while radical in the context of the 

Mini’s original design, solved all of these issues. The modification had 
to allow for the Japanese spec. air conditioning pump which meant 
that the alternator had to be mounted in a higher position even 
though air conditioning was not an option for the UK market.

Ignition Coil

Anything that is driven mechanically off the engine will, by its nature, 
consume power. Air conditioning is the most obvious one. In my 
February report I unintentionally referred to the old style Lucas 
distributor as being replaced by an electronic version. On Mpi cars 
the black box-like unit serving the spark plugs is not a distributor, 
but an ignition coil. All of the ignition settings and advance curves are 
programmed into the MEMS 2J ECU (Electronic Control Unit).

Fuel System

The twin injection fuel system was a transplant from the `K’ series 
engine, as was the throttle body. Although the MEMS 2J ECU 
was outwardly the same as other cars in the Rover range, it was 
specifically mapped to the `A’ series engine. This was done in 500 
rpm increments at various degrees of throttle openings and took 
some two months to complete. At the end of the exercise, the unit 
was tested for driveability. The mapping also ensured it was emissions 
compliant as this was the major constraint on engine power.

The engine bay of the Mpi Minis introduced some sweeping changes

The front mounted Mpi radiator was a radical departure, but a 
sensible one

The Mpi electric fan: efficient in use, and saved valuable engine power

Mpi `K’ type oil filter is a horizontal fit as seen here
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Lubrication System

The Rover engineers, emboldened by their bigger development budget 
for the Mpi engine, took the opportunity to change the oil circulation. Up 
to that time, the Mini’s oil circulation went through the engine and back 
to the sump via the oil filter. Anyone who has ever performed gearbox 
surgery on a Mini will vouch for the sludge, including swarf-like particles 
that can accumulate in the sump. It is from this source that the oil goes 
directly into the engine mechanicals, a damaging design fault if ever 
there was one. To correct this, the oil circulation for the Mpi engine was 
changed to incorporate the horizontally mounted `K’ type filter. Thus, 
the oil is drawn up from the sump via the filter, so prolonging engine life.

Transmission

On classic Minis, the alignment of drop gears (i.e. primary, idler and input 
gears) has long been a potential problem area. For Mpi models, the 
locating housing dowel jigs were re-made to tighten tolerances. The drop 
idler gears were also given barrelled needle roller bearings to cope with a 
degree of misalignment, offering them a longer warranty life.

In terms of the transmission itself, Rover had toyed with installing a Jack 
Knight 5 speed gearbox into the Mpi Minis. The gearbox department, 
however, were not convinced, and opted instead for a new set of ratios 
and a 2.76: 1 final drive (the earlier RSP and Spi Rover Coopers had 
a final drive of  3.105:1 and 3.210: 1 respectively). For their part, the 
marketing department wanted a high 2nd gear to achieve a creditable 
0 – 60mph time. Given the gear ratios involved, the car’s 0 – 60mph 
of 12.2 seconds is one second slower than both the RSP and Autocar’s 
1964 road test figure for the original 1275cc Cooper S. With 4th 
gear now effectively an overdrive gear, this meant that, for Mpi Minis, 
maximum engine speed and power could only be attained in 3rd gear. 

Mini engines had long suffered high valve stem wear, which the 
factory never solved. This became less of an issue with the Mpi cars 
because the engines were generally running at much lower revs.

My thanks to Richard Pengelly for all of the technical details 
explained above. 
 
Windscreen Scuttle Replacement

My March report, which focussed on the hidden menace of 
windscreen scuttle corrosion, brought forth a response from John 
Matthews whose 1999 Anthracite / OEW Rover Cooper is currently 
undergoing exactly that same repair.

Given that the later, wider, design of windscreen sealing rubber is at 
the root of this corrosion problem, inevitably the question arises on 
whether it would be better to substitute the earlier pre 1993 style 
of screen rubber when reassembling everything back together. As 
neither the windscreen panel nor the windscreen itself was ever 
changed in size, I see no reason why the substitution cannot, or 
should not, be made. The difference in appearance is so subtle it 
is doubtful if anyone would notice. As ever, I am always open to an 
alternative opinion from members.

Factory Fitted Tyres

It has been a while since wheels and tyres have had any proper 
mention in my reports. In fact it was in the June 2014 issue of 
CooperWorld that I last did anything of detail on the topic, and even 
then it was mostly about the different centre caps used on the various 
1990s Minis.

While all of the brochures inform us of the correct tyre size 
and type, it was an email from a regular correspondent, Brian 
Davage, asking about the correct original make of factory-fitted 
tyres for his 1994 Rover Cooper Monte Carlo LE, that had 
me searching through  period photographs, magazine articles 
and press releases. Like so many things Mini, looking for the 
wider answer across all Rover Cooper models was not as 
straightforward as I thought it would be. Below is what I have 
discovered so far and I welcome input from members whose cars 
may have been fitted with tyres outside the dates shown here. 
Even on higher mileage cars, it is possible that the spare wheel 
may still be the factory original.

RSP & Mainstream models: July 1990 – Sept 1991

Pirelli Cinturato  CN 54  - 145/70 SR12 65S

Spi Models: Sept 1991 – May 1995

Pirelli Cinturato  CN 54  - 145/70 SR12 65S

Spi models: May 1995 – Sept 1996 (See note 1)

Dunlop SP Sport 290 - 165/60 R12 71HThe corroded windscreen scuttle on John Matthews 1999 
Rover Cooper

Pirelli Cinturato CN 54 tyres were standard fitment on most 
Rover Minis prior to May 1995
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Monte Carlo Mini Cooper:  July 1994 / Mini Cooper 35: May 1996

Dunlop SP Sport 290 - 165/60 R12 71H

Sports Pack models: Oct 1996 – 1999 (See note 2)

Variously: Pirelli P7F - 175/50 VR13 or Dunlop SP Sport 2000 - 
175/50 R13 72V

Sports Pack steel spare wheel: Oct 1996 to Oct 2000

Pirelli Cinturato  CN 54  - 145/70 SR12 65S

Cooper Classic: March 2000 – Oct 2000

Pirelli Cinturato  CN 54  - 145/70 SR12 65S

Sports Pack models: 2000 to Oct 2000

Dunlop SP Sport 3000 - 175/50 R13 72V

Picture 7:  Dunlop SP Sport 2000 was widely fitted to Mpi Sports 
Pack Rover Coopers

Notes:

1. The 1995 changeover from Pirelli Cinturato CN54 – 145/70 
SR12 to Dunlop SP Sport 290 - 165/60 R12 could have occurred 
intermittently from late 1994 onwards.

2. Early Mpi publicity cars, including a 1998 Mini Cooper LE, show 
the use of Pirelli P7F - 175/50 VR13 tyres. It is possible that both 
Pirelli and Dunlop tyres were simultaneously used by Longbridge 
on the Sports Pack 13 x 6J alloy wheels according to availability.

My thanks to Richard Williams of Richard Williams Classic Minis 
(www.rwclassicminis.co.uk) for his assistance with the tyre 
information shown above.

And finally…

As you will have read elsewhere in this magazine, our annual MCR 
Mini Day at Beaulieu takes place on Sunday 11th June. This year 
we have only been allowed two vehicles per registrar display, and 

Dunlop SP Sport 2000 was widely fitted to Mpi Sports Pack 
Rover Coopers

the two chosen cars each get free entry. If  your Rover Cooper is 
reasonably presentable, not overly modified externally, and you 
would like to put it into the Rover Cooper display, please get in 
touch by email (my email address is shown on page 4) and include a 
photograph of your car. First come, first served.  

Until next month…

Enjoy the spring weather and dodge those April showers.

John Parnell 

RSP Cooper Register
Firstly, my apologies to RSP owners that 
it has been a few months since I did my 
last article. There are many reasons, 
but I’ll just say life gets in the way 
sometimes and so I’ll try to do better.

Tony Salter has asked me to have two 
RSPs for the centre arena display at 
Beaulieu on 11th June and I have since 
got two cars. However, there is also 
an opportunity, if I can get 20 RSPs 
together, to have a second display. 
Several owners have said yes already, 
but I need more people to commit 

their RSPs to attending the show. It should look impressive if we can 
have 22 RSPs on display. Please email me at rsp@minicooper.org if 
you would like your Mini to be part of this.

At the moment it’s looking promising that the four red press cars 
G361 CVC, G362 CVC, G363 CVC and G364 CVC as well as my 
own car G808 KJW will be on display together at Beaulieu for the first 
time in probably 27 years.  

I posted on Facebook and emailed to see if RSP owners were 
interested in having an RSP only run out around part of the Cotswolds. 
Many replied positively, but dates often clash making commitment 
difficult. My idea for a two day meet/run was maybe a bit too ambitious 
so, if any RSP owners would like to have a run out on Sunday 14th May, 
then please contact me via email or Facebook in the RSP groups.  

I believe that many RSPs are being restored at the moment, my wife’s 
green S Pack H16 VON is one, and I will writing an article on its 
progress this summer, since work on it has been at a slow pace so far. 
Next month I will cover the restoration of one of the press cars. 

If any members would like to send me details and photos of their RSP 
restorations then please do so.    

Roger Hunt 

Roger Hunt

Mini Super Register

This month I have been fortunate 
enough to be able to add a particularly 
interesting Super to my register. 

Owned by Simon Drew, a well known 
and respected Mini restorer living 
in Edinburgh, the car is a very early 
Morris. It was built during September 
1961 making it the 189th off the 
production line and is the third earliest 
Morris Super on my register. Ian 
Chilcott owns the second earliest, 
number 166 off the line, but Sally 
Brown’s Super is the earliest being 
number 153. Although both Sally’s and Garry Dickens
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Ian’s cars are Smoke grey, the three cars were built in the same batch 
which is a remarkable coincidence.

To find another very early car is interesting in its self, but what makes 
Simon’s car particularly notable is that against its chassis number listed 
in my records, I have noted that it was a factory show car. Simon’s 
Super is an Old English white car with a black roof. According to my 
records it is the seventeenth white Morris with a black roof off the 
line. The preceding eighteen white Morris cars each had a Dove grey 

Dash pod showing early temp gauge

Original and salvageable interior

Tucked away safely awaiting restoration. 

roof. It would seem there were only two early white show Supers, 
the other being the first production Morris Super but that one had a 
Dove grey roof.

A 1961 early factory publicity photo shows a very pretty white Super. 
As the photo is not in colour it is difficult to be sure what colour roof it 
has but it would appear to be black. The registration number shown on 
the car in the photo is 834 KFC. ‘KFC’ was issued in Oxford between 
August and October 1960, a year earlier than the car was made. This 
means that either the number is a fake, or that it has been taken from 
another car; both a practice in which BMC engaged in at the time! This 
therefore begs the question, is Simon’s car the one shown in the photo? 
There is no way of knowing but there is a very good chance it is likely 
to be. Certainly it is good fortune and an extraordinary turn of fate that 
Simon’s Super has survived at all. Its history is still to be confirmed, but 
it would seem the car was purchased very early in its life by a couple 
living in an area near Edinburgh. The car, last used in 1985, was then 
laid-up due to the usual deterioration Minis suffer when they get older. 
It remained in the couple’s garage until about three years ago when one 
of them died.

A local breaker’s yard was instructed and paid to collect the car and 
take it to be scrapped. Fortunately, the breaker had the good sense to 
realise the car might be of interest to someone (also perhaps seeing 
the opportunity to make a few extra quid or two!). So, he took it to a 
local Mini enthusiast he knew who then sold it on to Simon.

Simon has now stored the Super and will work on the car when 
time allows, which could be some while yet. It has covered 79,000 
miles, is complete and very original as the photos show, but it 
requires a full restoration which I am sure will be executed to 
Simon’s usual high standard. 

Being a very early Super, it has a number of unusual features such as 
the temperature gauge which displays a reading in degrees rather 
than C.N.H. I look forward to being able to cover its full restoration 
in CooperWorld but suspect it could be quite some time in the 
future. Meanwhile, it is now safe and secure with its future assured.

The MCR’s National Mini Day at Beaulieu 11th June will soon be upon 
us. As usual, three tickets are to be made available to each registrar 
to allow free entry to a member with an appropriate car. One ticket 
has already been taken so, at the time of writing, two free tickets 
are available. If you would like one then please let me know as soon 
as possible. Your car does not have to be show standard, simply a 
genuine Super – maybe even a restoration project. I hope too that as 
in the past, a parking area nearby will be reserved for other Supers 
wishing to attend. More details on that next month.

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any stories or 
anecdotes relating to one, please get in touch, even if it no longer exists. 

Garry Dickens

1275GT Register

When checking my MCR email, it is 
always great to receive contact from 
overseas members, and enjoy the fact 
that our club is truly international. 

This was illustrated perfectly by the 
email I received from Gregory Cambe 
from Avignon in the South of France. 
Already the owner of an Innocenti Mini 
Cooper 1300, Gregory has now added 
a 1275GT to his stable. Acquired 4 
years ago, Gregory’s 1974 GT was in 
a typically poor condition; all the usual 
areas had rusted badly, floors, sills, 
door pillars, boot floor, front panel, 
rear valance etc. However, with help 
from a friend, the project to restore 

Alan Clark
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and paint the shell was completed in just over a year, leaving Gregory 
to work through all the running gear, including powder coating the 
subframes and re-plating nuts and bolts in a zinc finish.The original 
engine was long gone so Gregory rebuilt the Innocenti De Tomaso 
engine the GT came with.

Gregory has a set of original seats that are still undergoing restoration 
which will, ultimately, replace the Speedwell examples currently 
fitted. The standard of finish shows off Gregory’s high standards with 

As acquired in 2012, superficially sound but hidden horrors awaited.

Drivers side floor and inner sill clinging on

Boot floor rear quarter under repair

some discrete deviations from pure originality, where Gregory felt 
it was justified for practicality and reliability. Externally, a Flame Red 
finish works well with Gregory’s choice of a contrasting Black roof. If 
you ever find yourself in or around Avignon keep your eyes open for 
this GT that stands out in all aspects!

Looking forward to our show day at Beaulieu on the 11th June, I will 
be looking for feature cars to represent our GT register. This year 
each register will only be allocated two places. If you are interested in 
having your GT in the featured car display, then please let me know. I 
would be particularly interested in applications from members whose 
cars have not previously featured in this display and GTs of any age or 
condition are equally as eligible.

Passenger side front wing was saved when mated to new front panels

Interior close to completion, with rare original steering wheel

Completed shell refit underway, note later type gear change cut 
out for a rod change box
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The issue of trying to re-establish a cars identity and status with the 
DVLA has been highlighted by Andrew Yeates, who has inherited a 
project car from his late father. Andrews black GT, registered YHO 
600R, has dropped off the DVLA’s records for a valid V5c to be 
reissued, and so Andrew has been unable to get any cooperation in 
getting his GT back on the DVLA records.

The main issue is establishing the chassis/Vin number when the plates 
on the slam panel have corroded away or been lost, and without the 
stamping in the scuttle panel, as found on later cars, Andrew has hit a 
wall with his negotiations at the DVLA. So, if any members have come 
across YHO 600R in the past or have any suggestion on how Andrew 
can overcome this deadlock, then please let me know and I can pass 
any information on.

Lastly, an appeal from Anthony Hart, a member from Scotland with 
a part time residency, and by coincidence in France too. Anthony is 
keen to acquire an early GT and has a restoration project in mind, 
if anyone has, or knows of a suitable project car, then please let me 
know and I can pass on the information to Anthony. 

Alan Clark

Engine bay now filled, aluminium radiator was Gregory’s choice 
for reliable cooling in his southerly home country

Finished and ready to roll on restored 10” Rostyles

Modern MINI Cooper Register

I received the following nice email from 
Lindsay Ash about his MINI adventures.

“I bought my MINI Cooper S from 
Ridgeway/Marshalls in Salisbury in 
September of 2015. The car was first 
registered in July 2013 and is finished in 
a metallic orange paint scheme. When I 
acquired the car it had just 9,500 miles 
on clock. 

The next day after I purchased the car, 
I drove it all the way to Cornwall for 
holiday and put 500 miles on the clock 
in a week.

I have been an MCR member since 2001 after I won a classic 998 Mini 
Cooper in a MiniWorld magazine competition - I subsequently sold 
this car on and have not seen it since. The car was almost identical 
to one I owned back in the seventies which I still see - usually at the 
Brooklands Mini day.

Back to the MINI, I actually went to buy a red/white S from Ridgeway, 
but bought the orange one as it was in better condition, had less 
miles, and the was colour more unusual. My wife took to the colour 
straightaway! Women eh?

David Young

The Cooper S

Classic Mini
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I have noticed over the last year that the orange body colour of my car 
is usually linked to soft-top MINIs rather than 3door hatchback cars.

Having now owned the car for just over a year, I still get a ‘buzz’ 
when overtaking and the turbo kicks in. However, it has been an 
eventful first year of ownership. The car has been subjected to 
malicious damage on three separate occasions, including two nasty 
‘key- type’ scratches on the bonnet, plus, an ‘unknown driver’ 
reversing into the front driver’s side; causing approximately £1,200 
worth of damage to the wheel arch and valance etc. 

I am an OAP now, so this was my last chance of owning an S.”

And now, the moment you have all been waiting for, the Young’s 
have a new F56 JCW. I collected my sparkling new JCW from 
Coopers at Tonbridge a week before going off to Australia. 
Inpatient? Er yes, but the deal was done and I got a great deal. 
Probably because everyone is waiting for 017 plates. But mine is 
registered with R33 EJB, so I did not need to wait for my car.

Do I like it?  I love it to bits. I have only done 36 miles in it but it is totally 
different to the JCW I tried at Brands with steptronic, or automatic gears.

How does it drive? I specifically ordered Non-Run flats, this gives the 
car so much more feel and turn in. On sport mode, it feels great. The 
brakes, being Brembo, are super, with large discs - so large MINI had 
to make special wheels to fit around them!

Rev matching is standard when you have the DSC on and makes you 
sound like Timo when changing down. I could not double de clutch or 
heal and toe that quick.

The driving position is very adjustable. Gone are the days when right 
back against the stops would do. The steering column is so adjustable, 

you can put the wheel were ever you want. The seats go back so far 
and drop down to the floor, so even a basketball player could find a 
suitable position to sit in.

I ordered the track Exhaust as I have read so much about it on the 
forums, and I did get a great deal having it as a dealer fit. The dealer 
had one in stock at this special price and fitted it for free.

For the interior I chose Lounge Leather black from the Your MINI 
Collection, free on a JCW.

The ‘Connected MINI’ centre screen computer has red, green, 
yellow and blue lights and depending on or your driving mode flash 
accordingly. Well, I have now found out how to turn it off as it was 
getting enough for me. The Sat Nav is great, but I must find out how 
to turn the voice off though!

With my personal plate on the car

The sporty looking tail pipes

The very nice leather seats

The beast on the drive
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Hello readers! As I write this in mid-
February, the weather here in Norfolk 
has started to perk up, which has 
meant some most enjoyable trips out 
in my ‘new’ R50 Cooper which I’m 
extremely happy with. That in turn, has 
led to yet another wave of enthusiasm 
to get my classic Mini finished this year, 
which gives me a reason to go and visit 
my parents, although I’m sure it should 
be the other way around.

Anyway, onto this month’s topic and 
it is the ‘Celebrity’ Minis. These cars 
are definitely some of the more eye-Jonathan Voss

It is early days and I still have to find out how to operate all the toys! 
Hopefully, the only view you will see of me will be as below.

There will not be a report from me next month as I am travelling 
down under for a month, and so, I will not have much to write about. 
Though I could do an Australian adventure report perhaps?! 

The MCR is alive down under. 

David Young

The dash with the lights switched off

The rear of the car

catching of the non-Coopers, and were designed by celebrities, 
invited by Rover to help keep the Mini in the spotlight and maintain 
their cool image in the late 90s. David Bowie, Kate Moss, and Paul 
Smith were asked to come up with their own Minis for an exhibition 
at the London Design Museum in 1998. David Bowie chose a chrome 
mirror finish design including all of the windows and the wheels. 
In an interview about the project he said that his design was “the 
emperor’s new clothes” and that his favourite iconic British design 
was “The sandwich.” So, it is hard to know how seriously he took the 
project or whether he just took a disliking to the particular reporter 
who interviewed him. Some people more in the know about art than 
me, have said that the mirror finish might be a statement about vanity, 
either within rock and roll or the general public. 

Kate Moss’ contribution was a relatively simple design of black 
paintwork with giant white spider’s web patterns with Pepper pot 
wheels. The quirky scheme was inspired by Fred, her pet Tarantula, 
and although relatively simple, I think it would still draw a lot of 
attention at shows like Brighton with big crowds. I quite like how 
understated the car looks, and that you could probably leave it 
parked up on the street quite happily.

The final designer invited to present a car for the exhibition was 
Paul Smith. He chose an incredibly bold design with 84 lateral 
stripes in 24 colours with charcoal coloured wheels. This is my 
personal favourite of the three as it is so very eye catching but for 
all the right reasons. If someone told you that they were about to 
paint their Mini in 24 colours over 84 stripes, you would most likely 
expect it to look awful, but this really works. That’s probably why 
Smith is a world famous fashion designer and I’m not! The car had 
already been built and taken to the 1997 Tokyo Motor Show before 
going on show in London.

David Bowie’s Mirror Mini

Kate Moss’ spider’s web design
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It was so popular that 300 Paul Smith Limited Edition cars 
were made for the UK market however, there were some key 
differences. The cars were all painted in a single colour – Paul 
Smith Blue – and had Citrus Green highlights such as the inside of 
the glove box, the boot board, fuel tank, rocker cover, HT leads, 
and an emblem of Britain on the grille. The bonnet badge was 
unique to the Paul Smith and contained real gold while the jack 
bag was made of denim. This was one of the quirkiest Mini special 
editions made, and proves popular to this day. For the Japanese 
market, Paul Smith specials could also be ordered in Anthracite 
black and in white as well as with air conditioning.

Paul Smith with his stripey Mini

Paul Smith LE

Around that time some other well-known people designed one off 
Minis including Jay Kay from the band Jamiroqaui who auctioned his 
blue and white car with trademark moose logos for Charity. Then 
Natasha Caine, Michael Caine’s daughter, used a Sportspack Cooper 
MPi as the basis for her design. She used images of gold bullion to pay 
tribute to the legendary film, The Italian Job, in which her father of 
course starred.

I personally find these cars very interesting as the individuals made 
such interesting designs out of cars that were, perhaps, arguably not 
that interesting compared to some other Minis. It will be interesting 
to see of MINI continues to get designers involved with making one 
off display cars!

Jonathan Voss

Natasha Caine’s bullion Mini

Brian Culcheth is patron to the show and is looking for a collection of 
rally cars for this year’s event. Historic rally cars are of interest and, 
of course, Ex-works cars in particular.  

To see a preview of last year’s show go to:  
www.classicsatthecastle.co.uk

If you would like to take part please contact Brian for further details:
Tel: 01643 863275 Mobile: 07837185254 Email: bculcheth@aol.com

The Sherborne Classic Car Show,  
Dorset 15-16th July 2017



Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

  Herts & 
  London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

The New Inn, Great Limber, Lincolnshire, DN37 8JL.  
On the A18 between Kerminton (Humberside Airport)  
and Keelby

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049 0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 13th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

  Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

  Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

  Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Wiltshire & Dorset Alternate 2nd Wednesday 
each Month 8.00pm 

Even number months Redlynch Sports & Social Club, 
Woodfalls Cross, The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN 

Odd number months Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood 
Road, Avon, Christchurch, BH23 7BQ

Malcolm Francis 
malcsmf@btinternet.com 

Nick Stansmore 
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

REGION

NEW 

DATE

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org
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New Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

Firstly hello, I am Richard Sign, and I have been a member of the Mini Cooper Register for 12 years. My wife Linda 
and I joined the MCR soon after we bought our green and silver Rover Cooper Sport in 2005, from the John Cooper 
Garage in East Preston, a year before it closed its doors.Linda also has her own R50 MINI Cooper, in green and 
white, which is a pure coincidence. So, we represent Minis old and new.

Linda and I live on the South coast in the New Forest, which is a great area for giving our classic Mini a good run. Whilst 
growing up in the 60s we had three Minis in the family, whereas Linda’s first car was a 1971 J reg Mini. Apart from my 
interest in cars, my other interests include sailing, attending concerts, and eating good food. Living close to Beaulieu, I also 
help out with the setting up and dismantling each year for our great National event.

Since joining the Register I have met many great people. I attend my local regional meets when I can. Although I live in 
Hampshire, I mostly attend the Wilts and Dorset meets as they are closer. The Wilts and Dorset region and Hampshire 
region often have joint events, such as skittles, which get members together in a friendly competitive way. Some members 

actually attend both meets. In April we are doing the Champagne tasting run to Wickham Vineyard in our Mini an event which has been organised by 
Hampshire region. Linda and I also enjoy attending events such as Downton and Breamore Classic Car shows.

We have also taken part in the 2014 and 2016 Minis to Monte touring events as well as the 2015 Minis to Ireland run. Please see the photo of me stood by our 
Mini on the Mini to Monte 2014 run. We have done all three of these tours in our Rover Cooper. The organisation of these events has been really 
inspiring. They are right up there with our best holidays. The time and effort taken to organise 
the events, together with other events organised by MCR, have been my inspiration to seek to 
join the Committee and, hopefully, give something back to the club. 

So, a couple of months ago I emailed our Chairman, Robert Young, enquiring about the possibility 
of joining the Committee. Robert was very encouraging and put me in touch with Patricia Webb, 
who had been planning to stand down from her Regional Co-ordinator role. After discussing it 
with both of them, I decided to take on this important role in the club. I therefore look forward 
to being an active member of the Committee and also to carry on Patricia’s hard work.

I wish everyone a great year in your Minis and MINIS and look forward to catching up with 
some of you at Beaulieu and other events.

Richard Sign

Kent Region

Good news our Breakfast Run has a new start point. We are starting at the Airport Café at Sellindge, Ashford, Kent. TN25 6DA. This event is on the 
23rd April and costs £5 per car; breakfast can be purchased when you arrive on the day. Contact us ASAP to take part.     

For the Bearsted Green Classic, booking is very early as space is very limited. We have only 8 spaces so let me know ASAP if you would like to 
come along! This show will cost £10 per car and event proceeds will go to the Kent Air Ambulance.

The full events list for Kent is as below. Let us know if you would like to take part in any of these?

Events for 2017
23rd April – St Georges Day Breakfast Run
27th May - Deal Classic Car Show – Walmer Green
11th June – Kent display - MCR, National Mini Cooper Day – Beaulieu. 
8-9th July – Brands Hatch Mini Festival

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. Next meeting will be 8th March. See you there!
Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/ 

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

REGIONAL REPORTS

Photo of me stood by our Mini on the 
Minis to Monte run 2014 tour

30th July – Region Summer get together and picnic. Bearsted Green 
20th August – The Ham Sandwich Run 
24th September – Oh so Retro Show, Margate



Mid Staffs Region

Our February meeting featured the Scalextric Race night, and George Martin 
made it three outright wins in a row when he beat his Dad, Russell, to 
take the Race of Champions crown once again. The final was a hard fought 
battle with just one mistake by Russell in the second race giving the title to 
George. The Sprint competition was also won by George with a fantastic 
fastest lap time of 8.2 seconds with, again, Russell making it a family clean 
sweep on 8.6 seconds and Phil Otley taking 3rd place with 8.8 seconds.

I had hoped that this year we would have seen a new champion, but 
like Bernie Ecclestone wishing the Mercedes dominance of F1 would 
be broken, it was not to be. A combination of young eyes and reflexes, 
not to mention a talent for computer games, made George Martin our 
champion again, and to make it a family clean sweep dad Russell was 
second overall in both competitions. A different track layout was used this year with a couple of 
difficult bends, and one which was just after the start/finish line that caught out the unwary.

For the race series, it was planned for up to 4 heats of eight competitors, with the winners 
from each going through to the Race of Champions.  Only three of these heats were filled 
so the fastest loser from the three heats took the final place in the Race of Champions. The 
Sprint competition attracted 19 entries and each competitor ran three laps using the same car 
and lane with the fastest lap counting as their time. A rule for this competition was that if the 
car came out of the slot at the end of their 3 laps, then a 5 second penalty was added to the 
competitor’s time. This was to prevent serious damage being sustained by the car if a full bore 
flying finish was used! In reality this meant that the 2nd lap was the one that would count.

Two new MINIs were purchased for this year’s competition; both scale models from the MINI 
Challenge series. Competitors were given a few minutes to acclimatise themselves to the new cars 
and the track before their first race. Each race in the heats was run over 10 laps – approximately 
taking 1¼ minutes, and at the end the fastest laps were recorded as well. This eventually allowed 
Russell Martin to progress to the Race of Champions although he was runner up in his heat. The 
other three heat winners were George Martin, Colin Armit and Barry Chisnall.

It was then onto the Race of Champions, which saw George Martin and Dad Russell, go through to 
the final which was the best of three 15 lap races. The first race was closely fought, with George just 
taking the win as they crossed the line just a few car lengths apart. The second race started equally 
close until at around half distance Russell made a mistake in the part of the track that was difficult for 
the marshals to reach and that cost him about ¼ of a lap which was the gap at the end of the race. 
So, George was our champion again thanks to his speed, but more importantly his consistency.

The Sprint Series ran alongside the Race Series and offered the competitor three timed laps 
with their fastest lap being taken as their time. Only one car was on track at a time which 
took away the intensity of the racing, and allowed ‘drivers’ to concentrate on getting it right. 
Anyone who has competed in Sprints and Hillclimbs for real will know that one mistake and 
the time can never be made up and this was just the same. Nineteen people signed up for 
the Sprint series and ended with a time range between 11.6 seconds and 8.2 seconds for the 
winning time set by George Martin to give him a clean sweep. 
Perhaps, if we went to a digital set up, which allows 4 or 6 cars to race at the same time on a 2 
lane track and gives the ability to overtake, would stop the George Martin steamroller! A good 
fun night nevertheless.

Now onto future events... 
You may have seen the ‘Stop Press’ note at the end of last month’s notes. For our regular 
Monday meeting on April 3rd, thanks to Stuart Turner, MCR Honorary Member Christabel 
Carlisle (Lady Watson) will be attending to talk about her career in motorsport and a book 
signing of her new book ‘Mini Virtuoso’, which will be available for the cover price of £20. If 
you are reading this and are not on the circulation of the Mid Staffs Region and would like to 
attend this evening, then please contact me urgently, as I will be giving Christabel an indication 
of how many books to bring with her. Christabel is, of course, well known for her exploits 
in racing her famous Mini CMC 77, but she also navigated on two Monte Carlo Rallies; one in an MG Midget with John Sprinzel in 1962 and a year 
later on very snowy Monte in a Healey 3000 with Timo Makinen. Apparently, Christabel and Timo didn’t have any common language between them! 
Christabel was also entered with Denise McCluggage for the 1963 Sebring 12 hour race in MGB 6 DBL, but along with the sister car 7 DBL, both 
retired with oil starvation and wreaked engines. Her racing career ended after a serious accident which left her with concussion, but in the three 
years she took on the circuits, her consistency and speed became the stuff of legend. The meeting will start at 7.30pm and the talk will commence 
at 8.00pm prompt.

Sunday April 23rd Drive it Day. A visit to classic car restorers RBW in Shenstone for a tour and talk at their facility followed by pub Sunday 
Lunch, and scenic return route of about 30 miles. Please contact me to book.

Monday May 1st. This is also the May Day Bank Holiday so likely to be a pub natter.

Monday June 5th. Informal Concours night, where people attending vote for the car they would most like to take home with them, and I am 
hoping Minimine will support a class for Minis and MINIs.
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2017 Track Layout

Champion George Martin (left) 
and runner up Russell

Margaret Armit takes the sprint run seriously!

Typical MINI close racing!



We have quite a few MCR Members who now regularly attend the Mid Staffs Region meeting, but there is always room for more! So, if you own a 
Mini or a MINI why not come along and join in the fun. Meetings are held on the first Monday of each month at the George and Dragon, Meaford 
Road, Stone ST15 0PX, and start at 7.30pm onwards. 

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Suffolk Region

It was an interesting reading of John Parnell’s article in the March issue of CooperWorld 
reference, extensive rusting especially around the scuttle area on early Rover Coopers. One 
of our active members, Terry Stendall, has just had this nasty shock with his 1991 Carb Rover 
Cooper. What showed up as blisters on the paintwork on an otherwise very smart and well 
looked after Mini, turned out to be a very bad dose of tinworm on either end of the scuttle 
panel, which had eaten into the bulkhead and inner A panels - see photos. Pleased to say the 
problem has been expertly sorted by Ted Sparrow and his team at the East Anglian Mini Centre. 

Some 2017 dates for your diaries:

Sat 1st April - The curtain raiser, Cars on Show, The White Lion, Lower Ufford
Sun 23rd April - Drive it Day & Mystery Run.
Sat/Sun 13/14th May - Mini Festival Snetterton, Jointly Norfolk & Suffolk.
Sat/Sun 11th June - Run to Beaulieu.
Thurs 6th July - Classics on the Green Friston & Club Night.
Sun 6th Aug - Helmingham Hall Sports and Classic Car Show
Sun 13th Aug - Alde Valley Car Show Stratford St Andrew A12
Sun 20th - Stonham Barns Classic Cars, Stonham Barns A1120
Sun Sept 3rd - Classics by The Lake, 
Bury St Edmunds

Our Club nights are on the 1st 
Thursday of the month, and Sunday 
Mystery Runs are mid month.
Recently joined members will be 
made very welcome.

P.S. I have just heard that Richard 
Ashley, one of our best know and regarded members, has had a minor stroke, but is now 
home recovering and counting the days until he is out driving his green and white Ex-rally 
1275 again. We wish him a speedy and full recovery.

Ian MacPherson

Wilts. & Dorset region

Enough to make a grown person cry?

Anyone reading these regional reports may think that there is a lot about me and not much about anyone 
else. This could well be that during the winter months, very little happens to anyone except me, or if it 
does, then I am not told about it.

However, we had our first gathering for a chat at Redlynch on February 8th, at which we discussed many things. Of 
major importance is the upcoming wedding in March, of Owen Tyson and Jill White – many congratulations to them.

Entries are beginning to trickle in for the Downton Classic car and vehicle show on April 29th, and our ambition is 
to have at least 12 Minis, both classic and modern on our regional stand. Entry forms can be found on www.dewsc.
org.uk, and when completing your application please make sure that MCR is written on the form somewhere.

One of our number, Everett Jones (he with the Abingdon kitted out Cooper S - MOX 331F) has told us about 
another of his fleet, a 1934 Bentley Vanden Plas Sports Tourer, of which only 54 are believed to have been 
made. He suggests that some saloons may also have been re-bodied as tourers, but as we all know, re-bodied 
does not mean original - or does it?

Steve Harris has been busy over the winter months, re-commissioning his Mini for the DEWS Speed Championship. He will run in the modified 
road-going class, and the car recently passed its MOT with flying colours. We look forward to seeing and hearing it in action.

Now to me, as I know you cannot read any further without wondering what I have been up to. You may remember my tale of woe concerning putting diesel 
in APPI, my Mark III Cooper S? Well, a couple of weekends ago, I went out to the garage and on opening the doors was confronted by a load of timber on 
the floor. I had, some years ago, built a shelf over the doors to keep all those useful bits of wood left over from projects, which you never knew you needed 
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Good luck to Owen and Jill
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Parts for sale

Mini 1275 GT parts from 1971 car for sale. Steering wheel with badge 
but needs leather repair £80. Wiring loom front/rear early toggle 
switches centre key start with key regulator box – needs a clean but 
very good £50. Navy blue seat covers only, 1 rear seat and 1 front 
seat no rips very good con £50. Early 1970s Mini front/rear genuine 
factory new carpet Spanish Rose/Damask red colour £40. Items can 
be viewed or collected from Birmingham or Beaulieu Trunk traders on 
11th June. Tel 0121 681 5409 ask for James Ellis. 

FOR SALE AND WANTED

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to register 
vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number (V.I.N.) and/
or an engine number.  The DVLA. may ask the police to inspect cars 
without either one of these identification numbers. Members and 
readers are advised to be cautious before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free (minis 
and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively long nor 
in the course of business trade.  Please quote your membership 
number when writing.  Non-members and trade members wishing 
to place a classified advert must enclose a cheque for £5.00 with 
their advert script. Failure to do so will result in the advert being 
returned unpublished. Cheques should be made payable to Mini 
Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.    
All traders are required to state  this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word  Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) and/or 
chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in written 
form only please and addressed to the magazine editor. This includes 
instructions for repeat insertions and/or advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

REGIONAL REPORTS

until trying to finish the next 
project. A number of the pieces 
had hit the nearside wing of APPI 
on the way down and, although 
I have a quality car cover which 
stopped the paint work from 
being damaged, I found six small 
dents on the wing. My partner 
wondered why I spent the rest 
of the day being very silent!

On the internet I found a 
paintless dent removal company 
that operated in the Dorset/
Wiltshire area, who gave a reasonably priced quote based on photos I sent, 
and they arrived the next day to do the job. I took the headlight out in order to give better access, and 
the whole job took just over ¾ of an hour. Very satisfactory finish and recommend them to anyone. I 
am happy to give contact details if you email me.

And finally, I know you are anxiously awaiting the promised bacon sandwich advice. Sadly, I have 
realised, following an extremely prolonged discussion on the subject at our recent regional meeting, 
that there is far more to this topic than the editor would allow me space to detail. Just for example, 
the type of pig, type of bacon, fried or grilled or micro-waved, type of bread, whether to use butter 
or something else, the merits of tomato ketchup or brown sauce, to use fried, toasted or natural 
bread etc. etc. all need to be considered. So, my advice is to do your own thing!

Our next meeting is on March 8th at Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Avon.

Incidentally, the full post code for Redlynch venue is SP5 2LN (the N is missed off in the Regional details).

Malcolm Francis (Wilts), malcsmf@btinternet.com Nick Stansmore (Dorset), nickstansmore@live.co.uk    

My Mini’s wing dents

Steve Harris’ Speed Series Mini Bentley Vanden Plas
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