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Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU

Tel: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

www.minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com website for pictures,
downloads, catalogues, current prices & special deals
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Shop on-line at www.minispares.com - or order by phone 01707 607700

Brightwork
When it comes to being bright, Mini Spares Ltd really is, with its range of Mini brightwork and less-drag wiper blades that really clear the screen. Pianoforte Supplies in Northampton made almost every body finishing
part for the Mini but by 1979 it had scrapped the tooling for many Mk1 parts, including grilles, before its total closure many years later.  Mini Spares once again came to the rescue and with some original drawings
and foresight. The company ended up making all the parts required to keep these cars looking correct even before Rover’s closure  or the retro-look trend started. Nearly all the trim, mouldings, grilles, grille surrounds,
stainless steel bumpers and overiders from 1959-2000 are now made from Mini Spares’ own tooling. A large range of aftermarket  bumpers are also stocked,  (but with the exception of any Clubman rear bumpers,
which are unfortunately no longer available). The quality of Mini Spares’ UK made parts was so good many of the parts for post 1990 Minis were supplied to Rover itself!

Power Unit
Mini Spares is one of the few companies investing in major engine and transmission parts to keep standard and performance Minis running. This is a large financial and time investment, which is totally beyond the
money making copycats manufacturing the most commonly required parts. Mini Spares offers a range of specialist and upgraded gaskets along with most engine and transmission parts - even the less commonly
requested ones;  baulk rings that actually function correctly, made to original drawings and design, helical and straight cut gears including primary and idler gears for most popular requirements and much more. In fact
almost every motive part your Mini could ever need.

The World’s Largest Suppliers of Spares for the Mini
Mini Spares started in Southgate London N11 in 1975, before moving to Potters Bar in 1999 and since then has developed into a world leading company with an annual turnover in
excess of £15 million and over 50 staff with the best expertise and knowledge of their product in the business. Despite its size today, as ever,  the company’s emphasis is still on
quality, prices and customer satisfaction. A most varied set of skills, but the common denominator is that all the staff are passionate about MInis, whether it be racing, driving, rebuilding
or just owning them. We all love them, which is why you’ll find the heart in the middle of our logo.

Unmatched buying power 
Mini Spares’ buying power allows it to pass on huge savings to its customers, which in turn also allows it to buy the huge quantities of stock required by original
suppliers to make the production runs viable.  This has helped to once again produce products such as AP brake and clutch parts from 
the original tooling that was used for cars on the production line, although some technical changes may have been dictated by modern EEC legislation.

www.minispares.com

Rubber Parts
Fed up with rubber parts not fitting properly or failing? Try Mini Spares products, as over 80% of their seals are made from Mini Spares tooling. Since the demise of the original tooling at St Albans Rubber for Mk 1/2
seals, Silent Channel and Standard Products for door channels/seals and Schlegel /BTR for later door seals Mini Spares has procured or has its own tooling made and produces products to the original or improved
specifications. The 60 year old sponge honeycomb (air bubble) with an outer skin type of design as used by BMC for many of their models and of course MK1 door/boot and rear side window seals can no longer be
produced, but the Mini Spares’ alternatives fit perfectly when properly installed. All of the MK1/2 door sliding window channels and chrome runners are also made from Mini Spares’ own tooling.

Since the demise of Rover and Unipart as the original suppliers many parts are still packaged as ‘genuine’ by the companies
who obtained their rights and stock. Some parts are old stock or from original suppliers, but some are re-sourced. Many parts
are not what they used to be and the words “making profit only” comes to mind when all the expertise in parts quality is
scarce. Mini Spares once again comes to the rescue by examining these parts and deciding what to stock and what to reject.
Mini Spares tries to be completely transparent by giving verbal or web descriptions. That is why they are the Number One
supplier and website for Mini owners buying parts or seeking information from highly knowledgable staff.
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Safety Critical Parts - Many parts are copied - but not to Mini Spares standards!
Beware of poor quality swivel pins, track rod ends, brake hoses, wheel bearings and cv joints all being imported from the Far East as they are safety critical parts. There have been many sad reports of failure but be
assured Mini Spares Ltd parts are all the best quality and price available. Mini Spares own swivel pins have been supplied and boxed by both Rover and Unipart  since the demise of the original part. Brake parts including
hoses are from original AP braking supplies and tried and trusted non genuine parts are also available.
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GWB220 Wiper blade

GHK1140MS
Wheel Bearings

Front & Rear
Brake Hoses
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Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are printing - check website for up-to-date prices.                          All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

January magazine – 1st December
February magazine – 1st January
March magazine – 1st February

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
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Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 
Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
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Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
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Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org
Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org
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Mike Cooper
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR  
MINI COOPER REGISTER 
ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and 
members against a variety of claims. The key area it covers is 
‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to 
the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at 
shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of 
shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are 
planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many 
regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that 
we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a 
member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the 
ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a 
claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only 
offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini 
Cooper Register presence. If the stand organizer lets me know 
(address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the 
magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the 
event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers 
risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor 
and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, 
and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card 
at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card.  
01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available 
to Mini Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old  
01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK  
01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.
co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B. 
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 
01903 715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex 
JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk  
01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk. 
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing 
Magazines
Sometimes magazines  
go astray.

If your magazine does not 
arrive by the middle of  
the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do 
not have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT -  
PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be 
received by the 1st of the 
month for the following 
month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the 
magazine sent by email, 
so if you do not receive 
an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I 
have not received it. Please 
telephone me after a day 
or so to check if you do not 
hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer 
the membership -  

see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
I can’t believe that we have 

reached the December issue of 
CooperWorld in what seems to 
have been in the blink of an eye, and 
marking the end of another year – 
how did that happen? Of course, 
this time of the year also marks the 
end of the outdoor show season as 
the nights draw in and the weather 
gets colder. And so it is also a time 
when classic cars get tucked away in 
garages to hibernate until spring and 
summer are with us again next year – 

unless that is you are one of the brave classic car owners that use 
their pride and joy all the year round.

Now, moving on to what we have in this issue of the magazine 
for you. Well, we have a feature article this month written by Ian 
Potter about this year’s ‘Minis to Ireland’ touring assembly, and 
since this is the most significant and only event of its type which 
the club organises each year, we have devoted particular coverage 
to it in a bumper 64 page issue. Do read Ian’s entertaining and 
amusing article as he recounts some of the highlights of the 2107 
Minis to Ireland tour, as it might just persuade you to consider 
going on one if you never have. I actually went on the 2015 
Minis to Ireland tour for the first time and on reading Ian’s article 
it brought it all back to me just what a great experience and 
adventure it was.

Then Mike Bennett has written the final part of his series of 
articles detailing the restoration of his Mk1 Morris Mini Cooper S 

and, as you might expect in this final article, Mike covers some of 
the things he needed to finish off on his car in order to complete 
the restoration in time to take it along to this year’s MCR Mini 
Day at Beaulieu. However, as you will discover when you read 
his article, not everything went as smoothly as he had hoped 
that it would, and he experienced some ‘bumps along the road’ 
before he did finally finish his car. 

And then, I am pleased to say that, yet again, Peter Barker has 
submitted another one of his ‘interview’ articles with former 
BMC Competitions Department veterans, and this month his 
interview candidate is no other than the late and great Timo 
Makinen. Peter’s article gives a fascinating insight into the 
character of this amazing rally and racing driver of his day, as 
well as a glimpse into Timo’s life before, during and after his rally 
and racing days. I would fully recommend that you read Peter’s 
article if you are interested to learn something of the man that 
was the ‘Flying Finn’ Timo Makinen.

Finally, by the time this issue of CooperWorld lands on your door 
mat Christmas will be just weeks away. So, I should like to take 
this opportunity to wish all our club members a Merry Christmas 
and a happy and prosperous New Year!

Paul Sulma 

Trade Supporter
2017



It seems that the DVLA’s decision to abandon MOT tests for cars 
over forty years old next May continues to rumble on and as more 

people delve into the fine words of the DVLA’s decision document, 
the more questions and assumptions come to the surface. It now 
seems that if your 40 year old car has had the power increased 
by more than 15% from standard then you will continue to have 
to have an MOT certificate – this is unless the modification was in 
place prior to 1988. Quite how this is to be administered defies 
comprehension. I guess, if you bolted a supercharger on the 
engine recently that will no doubt up the power by more than the 
mandatory 15%. But in truth, who is to attest when the modification 
was carried out and, indeed, who will test that it produces more that 
15% extra power. I suppose if you put a 1275cc engine into your 
standard Mini Cooper, clearly you will, by definition, have more that 
15% more power – but who again will admit to it being in place 
after 1988. There is again little doubt that if you’ve shoehorned a 
BMW bike engine into your Mini, you will undoubtedly have to have 
an annual MOT. I’m sure this will rumble on and by next May some 
clarification of the questions being raised may have been answered. 
One thing is for sure, I’ll be glad that I’ll no longer have to take a 
couple of my cars for their annual MOT. 

Still on the subject of MOTs, it seems that these new LED headlight 
bulbs now coming onto the market, at a reasonable cost, may 

end up in a failed MOT. This harks back to the dawn of time when 
the wattage of the headlights had to be a minimum level to ensure 
they were bright enough. Now of course LED lamps as we know 
are super bright, and are of a very low wattage – which is great, 
saving strains on older electrical systems. However, despite the great 
number of lumens they pump out, they fail to comply because they 
are of a too low a wattage! Seems to me the MOT rules should be 
updated to recognise the level of illumination lights produce rather 
than simply on wattage. I’m also given to understand that if you want 
to fit Xeon lamps where the beams are so penetrating and really 
need to be correctly adjusted, that they must only be fitted where 
cars have a self levelling headlight system – not a manually operated 
one. So that alone should mean that the Xeon bulbs can’t legally be 
fitted to any Classic Mini.  

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

The Lancaster Classic Motor show held 
at the NEC in early November will be 

behind us by the time you read this and I’m 
sure, as always, it will have been a good 
show and, hopefully, we will have signed up 
a good crop of new members. However, 
unless we get in place a new team to run 
this event for the club, I suspect this will 
be the last year we will be attending. The 
team that has run the club stand for the 
last four years all come up from the south 
coast and frankly with a good number of 
members within easy reach of Birmingham, 

I do not understand why the same group have to travel all that way. With 
the cost of travel and accommodation this makes the show very expensive 
for the club to support. The existing team are standing down as they feel, 
quite rightly, that they have done their fair share and it is time for others 
to step up. So, if the membership wishes our presence to continue at this 
undoubtedly prestige three day show, we need some volunteers to step 
forward. Otherwise, I’m afraid we will have to remove this show from our 
events calendar. So let’s see if our hard worked Events Co-ordinator, Justin 
Ridyard, can be given support from other members. It’s down to you now.

Entries for the ‘Minis to the Alps’, when they opened on 5th November, 
have flooded in and the response has been much better than we had 

expected. The format of these annual events seems to be just right. With 
everyone staying in the same hotel and all eating together does make for 
a very sociable event and this, coupled with good roads, a professional 
roadbook and great value, makes these events very popular. With nearly 
60 expressions of interest being received, it looks like we may well be 
oversubscribed for the 40 places available. We had decided to give Monte 
Carlo a miss this year as it is very expensive, a pain to get into and out of 
and also makes for a very long haul back to the UK once the event is over. 
Having canvassed past participants on a proposed change of destination, 
we had a very favourable response. On this the decision was therefore 
taken to indeed run ‘Minis to the Alps’ as our main tour for 2018. Of course 
the drop in the value of sterling has impacted on the entry fee we needed 
to charge but, nevertheless, the entries have not diminished. I’m sure all 
of those who have entered will be treated to a superb route which Peter 
Moss has devised, and we are delighted to again have Paul Easter with his 
son as our opening course car. I can’t wait until next September.

We welcome the following new members who joined 
during October

NEW MEMBERS

Julian Reddyhough, London

Malcolm Montgomery, Augher, Tyrone

Steven & Lynda Williams, Maesteg, Pen-y-bont Ar Ogwr

Stephen Bezzant, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire

Andrew Roberts, Thornton Cleveleys, Lancashire

David Hucker, Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire

Ross Cuthbert, Barnard Castle, Durham

Geoff & Pam Crabtree, Carnforth, Lancashire

Andrew & Diane Jarman, Warrington, Cheshire

Stephen Ginn, West Molesey, Surrey

Nicholas Eve, Shefford, Bedfordshire

Matthew Timmers, Buderim, Australia

Neil & Jane Carter, Windsor, Berks

Carl & Jayne Harvey, Stafford, Staffordshire
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SAVE MONEY AND TIME
This is a reminder that you are able to renew your 

membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with your 
renewal notification, if you have not already signed up 

to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about renewing in the 

future as this will be done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 

SM050 A5 Advert.indd   1 09/03/2016   11:52

Trade Supporter
2017



Ham Sandwich Run and that being the 19th August; with a route in 
mind already, this will be a superb event again so book on early. The 
Ypres event is now full for July and we also have a reserve list. We 
plan to recce the run route early in the New Year, more on this as the 
event approaches.

A big thanks to the Voss family for organising the Off Peak Run. This 
was a fantastic tour in the Derbyshire countryside, very well organised 
with an interesting route and rally master questions. The end point at 
the Heights of Abraham ended a fun weekend. Again, like the Minis too 
events, the social aspect of it making the weekend for all taking part. I 
hope Sarah, Malcolm and Josie plan more of these weekend assemblies 
in the future.

November sees us at the NEC Classic Motor Show, a full write up on 
that next month. 

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

W ow didn’t 2017 fly by! It won’t be 
long before we will soon be polishing 

our cars for the 2018 show season! 

The Brooklands Mini Day on the 25th 
March next year always signifies the start 
of the show season to me. Contact Ken 
Hunter at kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.
com if you would like to show your car on 
the MCR club since it is being run by the 
Thames Valley Region for the club. Once 
again the club will hopefully be attending 
the London to Brighton run in May 2018 
however, space will be very limited on 
Madeira Drive for next year so we are 

awaiting confirmation of our ticket allocation. The MCR plan to pre-buy 
tickets to re-sell at face value to its members on a first come first served 
basis. Contact me for further details.

The events list for 2018 is starting to take shape now as organisers 
are announcing dates, and I know I say this every year, but please 
don’t forget to let me know about any you are aware of for the 
calendar for next year! It’s important information for our members 
so any news on events is gratefully received, especially for the 
smaller local ones to you. Come on regional organisers let me have 
yours also!

The club’s major touring assembly, Minis to the Alps for 2018, is going 
to sell out very quickly as the event is limited to 40 cars; these events 
are superb value and great fun. We also have a firm date for the 2018 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

January 2018

Event: MINI FAIR 
Date: 28th January 2018 
Location: Bingley Hall, Staffordshire County Showground 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: MCR Hinton Firs Weekend 
Date: 27th-28th January 2018 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: Josh Bromage secretary@minicooper.org 
or telephone 07950 753299

February 2018

Event: London Classic Car Show 
Date: 15-18th February 2018 
Location: ExCeL Londo 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

Event: Hero Winter Challenge to Monte Carlo 
Date: 18th – 22nd February 2018 
Location: Le Touquet to Monte Carlo 
Contact: http://heroevents.eu/event-type/winter-challenge/

March 2018

Event: Goodwood Members Meeting 
Date: 17th – 18th March 2018 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.goodwood.com/flagship-events/
members-meeting/

Event: Brooklands Mini Day 
Date: 25th March 2018 
Location: Brooklands Museum Trust Ltd, Brooklands Road, 
Weybridge. KT13 0QN 
Contact: https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show 
Date: 23rd – 25th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April 2018

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day 
Date: 15th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: TBC April 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

May 2018

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: 5th-6th May 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at Blyton 
Park for MK1 Mini’s. 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: TBC May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, Wilts 
Contact: www.dewsc.org.uk

Event: Himley Hall 
Date: 13th May 2018 
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run 
Date: 12th -13th May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: IMM Portugal 
Date: 17th-23rd May 2018 
Location: Praia de Mira, Portugal 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 20th May 2018 
Location: Praia de Mira, Portugal 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

June 2018

Event: National Metro & Mini Show 2018 
Date: 3rd June 2018 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events/
national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day 
Date: 10th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. It 
is open to all marques of Minis/MINI’s.  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 17th June TBC 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

July 2018

Event: Minis Wipers  
Date: 7th-8th July 
Location: Ypres Belgium  
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org 

Event: Classic Le Mans 
Date: 6th - 7th – 8th July 
Location: Le Mans, France 
Contact: http://www.lemansclassic.com/language/en/home/

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 12th – 15 July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

August 2018

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill  
Date: 3rd-5th August 
Location: France  
Contact: Cambridge  
http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: Ham Sandwich Run  
Date: 19th August 
Location: Kent  
Contact: h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

September 2018

Event: Minis to the Alps  
Date: 15th – 22nd September 
Location: France  
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org



Minis to the Alps
15th to 21st September 2018

The Mini Cooper Register will be promoting a Touring Assembly to the Alps in 2018. The event will run along the lines of previous Minis to 
Monte events, but in 2018 we will be covering more terrain in the High rather than the Maritime Alps and driving some of the roads used on 
the Alpine Rally. In 1967 it was won by Paddy Hopkirk, the last European Championship round won by a Works Mini. The distances have been 
reduced slightly compared to the 2016 event and we will include lots of short cuts for those who want to make up time or don’t enjoy too many 
twisty roads. We are also running the event two weeks earlier than in 2016. As usual the route will be described in a fully detailed Tulip road 
book and the organisers will provide a service vehicle, and the price will include return ferry crossings and accommodation in 3 and 4 star hotels.

This is the planned itinerary for the route which is just over 1300 miles (subject to change): 

Day 1 - Saturday 15th September - Signing-on. Overnight at Mercure Great Danes Hotel, Maidstone or similar with welcome dinner.

Day 2 - Sunday 16th September - Maidstone to Reims - Maidstone to Dover for an early crossing to France. Autoroute to just  
  after St Quentin then across country through Champagne growing country to the old Reims  
  circuit and on to Reims for the overnight stop. Total 251 miles. 

Day 3 - Monday 17th September - Reims to Colmar - Some main roads but plenty of country bits to the Vosges mountains  
  including a climb over the Col du Bonhomme towards the end. Overnight stop at Colmar.  
  Total 207 miles.

Day 4 - Tuesday 18th September - Colmar to Nantua - Over the Vosges mountains including the Petit Ballon and the Grand  
  Ballon. Then mains roads in the valley of the Doubs alongside the Swiss border and over a  
  couple of cols to the overnight halt at Nantua overlooking a lake. Total 230 miles

Day 5 - Wednesday 19th September - Nantua to Gap - In the morning continuing southwards on country roads to Grenoble and  
  over the Chamrousse. In the afternoon there are several cols to climb over scenic roads on  
  the way down to Gap. Total distance 217

Day 6 - Thursday 20th September - Gap to Aix-les-Bains - We now head back northwards over roads familiar to many but  
  not used in this direction by us before, starting with the Col d’Espreaux. Skirting the  
  Vercors mountains, we will then circumnavigate Grenoble again and get up on to the Col  
  du Granier to Chambery and then use back roads on the way to Aix-les-Bains, reached  
  round the Lac du Bourget. Total distance 219 miles.

Day 7 - Friday 21st September - Aix-les-Bains to Evian-les-Bains - We start with the traditional climb up Mont Revard, then  
  cross the River Isere for more country roads, and go northwards through Albertville. We  
  then take to roads entirely new to us over several climbs until we drop down to Lac Leman  
  overlooking Switzerland and our final destination Evian-les-Bains. Total distance 202 miles

Day 8 - Saturday 22nd September - After breakfast make your own way back to Calais, a distance of 540 miles (235 less than  
  from Monte) - bon voyage!

The entry fee per car for two people sharing a room, including return ferry crossing, seven nights accommodation in good quality hotels 
with dinner and breakfast will be £1695. The entry is being restricted to 40 cars and holding deposits of £295 will be taken to secure 
an entry. Credit card payments are accepted (with small surcharge) or debit cards or cheques with two further stage payments being 
required at the end of March and June.

Contact the Secretary of the Meeting, Lesley Young, by email - membership@minicooper.org or phone 01580 763975 to request an application 
form and regulations. Entries open on the 5th November 2017, when application forms and regulations will be sent out. Places will be allocated 
on receipt of completed application form on a first come basis. You need to be a member of the Mini Cooper Register to take part.
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2017

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm



Autumn Classic meeting at Prescott
By Cliff  Porter

EVENTS
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Prescott Hill Climb events give me an opportunity to relive my 
youthful interest in amateur motorsport from so many years ago. To 

see so many classic cars taking part with recent events attracting more 
Minis on the entry list is encouraging.  The Autumn Classic event did 
not disappoint.  Two days of fantastic memories with great competition, 
display drives and cavalcade runs including classic motorbikes and 
American cars.

There were no fewer than 10 Minis taking part plus one MINI which 
had been converted from a Mazda!  No identity in photos please so 
no insurance issues for the owner. It reminds me of hire and remove 
number plates for autotests in the 1960s! The Mitsubishi Mini was not 
entered this time.

The weather forecast for the weekend was not promising due to 
a front called Irma, but as we know, there are no ‘windows’ on 
computers so they did not see through to the outside. The weather 
was generally dry but the track was damp, especially through the Esses!

Ok, so what was in the paddock?  Sorry, it was an American Classic 
weekend too, so I must admit that my trip to Colorado and New 
Mexico earlier in the year clouded my judgment slightly, as the muscle 
cars attracted my attention.  

As we know, the Mini uses an A series engine so my first picture 
taken as I arrived to sign on was an MG on the start line. The 
meeting started here. As I wandered around the paddock on 
Saturday I saw a few Minis I had not seen before. The weekend 
event had two separate days of competition.  On Saturday the Mini 
line up was as follows:

Christopher Dee 1310cc 1970 Austin Mini 59.21s
Mark Tooth 1380cc 1979 Austin Mini 1275GT 57.16s
Simon Cox 1380cc 1985 Austin Mini Ritz 54.13s
Claire Tooth 1380cc 1979 Austin Mini 1275GT 58.70s
John Wells 1598cc 2013 MINI Clubman Cooper D 58.33s



Historic Rally Car Championship (not just Minis)

Paul Jones 1340cc 1972 Austin Mini 59.47s
Peter Houghton 1275cc 1969 Morris Mini Mk2 60.73s
Pete Barlow 1340cc Austin Mini Cooper S 57.30s  2nd
Roger Jones 1340cc 1972 Austin Mini 57.66s 

Regulars Steve Holder, Andy & Matt Clarke did not take part until 
Sunday in the Classic Car up which included a 1977 handicapped class.

Steve Holder 1960 998cc Morris Mini 61.55s 1st  
  (H 63s)
Andrew Clarke 1969 1360cc Austin Mini Clubman 58.47s
Matt Clarke 1960 1460cc Austin Mini  51.30s 2nd   
  (H51.47s)

Highlight of both days was watching the Penske PC22 driven by Stefan 
Johansson to 11th place in the 1993 Indianapolis 500 race - driving from 
the start through Ettores and back down the hill. 

No less than 3 historic Camaros took to the hill and made for a great 
display in the paddock. The first was the 1967 Z28 car, which was 
updated with a 1968 Camaro body in order to be part of a 2 car team 
in the 1968 Sebring 12 Hour race, and in which it finish 3rd overall. 

Also in the race that year was the Hopkirk/Hedges MGC. If anyone 
remembers the Brut advert when our ‘Enry’ splashed it all over, the 
7.4litre 600 bhp Faberge 1976 group 2 Camaro that featured I the 
advert was also present. The 3rd Camaro Z28 was raced by Mario 
Andretti, Al Unser and Jackie Ickx in the 1977/78 IROC series with 
several other drivers through to 1980.

Saturday ftd - Darren Gumbley Force TA Kawasaki  40.97s
 mftd - Simon Cox 1380cc 1985 Austin Mini Ritz 54.13s
Sunday ftd - Peter Thruston Mallock MkIV  46.23s
 mftd - Matt Clarke 1960 1460cc Austin Mini 51.30s

This was the last event of the year at Prescott and, despite severe 
weather warnings the week before, the rain did not arrive during the 
event but overnight which made the track tricky. 

Looking forward to the 2018 season, I hope that Andy Clarke’s new 
Mini with its freshly built Southam engine will be at the first meeting.  
Matt’s Southam engine performs well as can be seen from his times.

More reports next year. May I take this opportunity to wish you all 
seasonal greetings and very happy Mini-ing in 2018.

Cliff Porter

EVENTS
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MCR Minis to Ireland touring assembly 2017 
By Ian Potter

EVENTS

Firstly, a warning, in that this is the first article of this nature I have 
ever written and whilst some of you might be anticipating a full 

blown daily diary, I have decided to come at it from a slightly different 
angle. Secondly, just to clarify for those not familiar with such tours, 
the Minis to Ireland touring assembly is not a competitive rally or race, 
but is essentially a grand tour, with no time constraints or prizes for 
being first back to the hotel. The 2017 event had a full entry of 40 Minis 
spanning 46 years, ranging from our 1963 Cooper S to a 2009 BMW 
Cooper S.  Basically, if it’s a Mini, its eligible to participate on a MCR 
Minis to tour and it doesn’t have to be a Cooper or Cooper S either.
 
For us Potters this was to be our second Minis to Ireland tour since 
our very first visit to Ireland on the tour in 2015. However, we have 
returned to the Emerald Isle on two more occasions, and we only 
wished we had known how stunningly beautiful Ireland’s west side was 
years ago. Consequently, we had trumpeted the success of our 2015 
tour so much, that our Mini-mad friends from New Zealand, Allan and 
Mary Bull, decided to fly all the way over from New Zealand for this 
year’s event. 

So I, my wife Carol and the Bulls, set off from our base in Ashbourne 
Derbyshire on a wet Wednesday afternoon in our two Minis numbered 
1 and 21 for South Wales, with both cars having been prepared by me 
as much as possible. As a precaution, we carried a heap of the usual Mini 
spares and imperial tools just in case we ran into problems with the cars. 
As we crossed the border into Wales it started to rain (inevitably!) and 
that was to be a regular occurrence during the next eight days, testing 
and penetrating every crevice of our not so waterproof classic Minis. 
Thank heaven for the invention of WD40 and disposable napkins to mop 
up mist, water and to use to wipe the dipstick! 

En route we paid a visit to John and Julie Lloyd’s M Parts Mini Moke 
business in Cowbridge, to view their Mini Moke collection and 
workshop, but also to do a deal on a 998cc engine. The engine was 

destined to go in an Austin Orlando Ant, a Mini based off road vehicle 
that I am restoring and which, according to its original sales brochure 
stated; ‘If you want to move it fast nip on an Ant’.

On Thursday morning, following a tour around the cheese factory in 
Haverfordwest, we drove to Fishguard and the ferry terminal to sign 
in for the tour, collect our gilets and meet friends old and new. Some 
crews were seasoned MCR eventers whilst others were novices or 
scenic tour virgins. Some were familiar faces; others were new faces 
but all quickly made friends. Then we boarded the ferry and sailed 
crossed the Irish Sea on our way to Ireland, arriving some time later 
at Rosslare Ferry Port where we disembarked. Then we had just a 
short trip from Rosslare to Wexford where the first night’s hotel stay 
beckoned. Here all the crews enjoyed an evening dinner together 
which allowed them not only to catch up with old friends, but to also 
make some new friends for the week ahead. 

The next morning after breakfast, saw 40 international crews from six 
countries line up in car number order and depart the hotel car park at 
30 second intervals. Flagging the cars off were Emma and Tiny acting 
as official starters and liaison officers with the local police, who simply 
saw Minis and thought this lot are going to be trouble. Only one of the 
crews was an all female one (car No.10 Sonia and Amy) and these two 
girls certainly reduced the average age of entrants and knew how to 
drive and navigate! Given the fact our car was No.1 we were first away 
after Hugh and Jan Wyllie’s car 0 - the opening route car. Off we went 
with no working speedo, nor a trip meter but, thankfully, we were soon 
alerted to modern technology and a rally trip meter App, which was 
incredibly accurate and a life saver.

Day 2 was a route from Wexford to Sligo and it was eyes peeled for the 
fiercely competitive route master questions – a bit of a treasure hunt from 
the seat of your Mini and it’s a tester. You certainly need to stop or crawl 
by some of the clues if you want to stand a chance of getting the correct 
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The excellently put together Roadbook Minis in their element on Irish country roads
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answers and join in the fun. The day’s route took us past Avoca (as in the 
Ballykissangel TV series) over the picturesque Wicklow Mountains, and 
within a few hours we had a chance to blast along a classic Circuit of Ireland 
stage where we witnessed hand cutting of peat in numerous peat bogs. 
This was certainly a very rural part of the Emerald Isle.

By the end of day 2 it became apparent to the ‘Minis to Ireland’ virgins 
that this 40 strong army of Minis marches on its stomach with plenty of 
coffee stops, followed by plenty of resulting toilet stops!

Day 3 was a circular run which took us briefly into Northern Ireland 
and along some of the rally stages of the famous Circuit of Ireland 
rally, as well as the start of a World Rally stage, not to mention several 
stunning Lochs or Lough’s as the Irish call them including, Loughs Gill, 
Allen and Erne.  

Now, whilst all the cars were thankfully running trouble-free, some 
of the roads were difficult for some of the drivers to negotiate or 
maneuver around as Terrence and Linda (car No.26) found out. It’s 
not easy to do a three point turn when your co driver lets you miss a 
junction, and to Terrence’s horror, he failed to judge the edge of a ditch 
during his three point turn and into a ditch he went with his little Mini. 
Luckily, a heap of Minis were in hot pursuit of the duo, presumably 
thinking they were ace navigators, and so he had plenty of friends on 
hand to get him out of trouble in seconds. Fortunately, no damage was 
done other than to Terrence’s pride, and thus he and Linda were soon 
back on the road and on their way. Clearly, from the photo taken of the 
incident Linda was not amused by their excursion! 

Day 4 started with a drive by the spectacular Benbulin Mountains as 
part of another very interesting and challenging circular route from 
Sligo, heading North and hugging the coast past Mullaghmore Head, 
once the residence of Lord Mountbatten. Then it was way west to Killy 
Pegs, returning via another Circuit of Ireland rally stage. After lunch the 
route went along another Circuit of Ireland stage and past Lough Eske, 
before travelling through Dungel and onto Ballyshannon and back to the 
Hotel in Sligo. The diary stated ‘Day four - views both on land and sea 
were simply spectacular’.

Day 5 saw us pack up and travel out of Sligo heading for Connemara across 
the Black River and via Bellmullet and West Port to Renvyle. As we left, 
the early morning mist with the sun starting to burn through was almost 
mystical, and the closer we drove to Connemara the more jaw dropping 
the scenery became. Then the tour took us along more Circuit of Ireland 
stages. As we arrived in Renvyle, we witnessed a cow being towed through 
the freezing water from a small Island called Shanvallybeg, by a farmer in 
a rowing boat. You could only see this sort of cattle movement in Ireland! 
Here we were booked in at The Renvyle Hotel - a bucket list must visit for 
its culinary experience, and our first evening meal at the hotel was double 
tops in terms of choice, service and gastronomic quality.

Day 6 was a circular route from the Renvyle Hotel but, with no morning 
coffee stop evident in the itinerary, there was almost a riot by those who 
had become accustomed to their mid morning fix. No Costa coffees, 
but plenty of Minis pulled off into small villages for their morning fix. The 
Roadbook route then took us over the Partry Mountains, Lough Mash 
and onto another stage of the famous Circuit of Ireland. 

After lunch, whilst on a Circuit of Ireland stage, car No.2, driven 
by Simon, came to the top of an incline and was allegedly met by a 
menacing flock of Irish big horned sheep with nerves of steel. The only 
way to avoid them was to ditch the Works Mini in an Irish bog! The 
quick remedy to get Simon’s car out of the bog and back on the road, 

Minis lined up ready to board the ferry to Ireland

10 men pulling a Works Mini out of an Irish bog

Irish bog peat and grass covered Mini following an 
excursion into a bog but with no damage sustained

Lunch stop just after passing Lord 
Mountbatten’s former residence
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was for 10 men to pull on two tow ropes attached to Mick and Glynis’s 
car No.16 and the Works Mini was out in no time. Although our 
chairman, Robert Young, unfortunately slipped and fell on his backside 
whilst attempting to pull on the ropes only to be milliseconds away 
from 16 stones of Yorkshire grit falling on top of him. Simon’s pocket 
sized co-driver Eve, eventually saw the funny side, and many wished 
there had been an on board webcam to record the event, particularly 
the subsequent discussion between driver and navigator, which could 
have involved sign language in the form of a wagging finger.  Both were 
smiling at the bar that evening, and Simon confessed his navigator 
played no part in the off road maneuver.  

Day 7 was a great drive from Renvyle to Wexford across the mighty 
River Shannon. The route was not quite as interesting as previous 
days but, to be fair, we were now heading home from Connemara to 
Wexford via a particularly nice, if not wet, Circuit of Ireland stage. 

Day 8 was a final short run from Wexford to the Rosslare Ferry Port, 
and a final chance to catch up and reminisce on the week’s adventures 
whilst on the ferry.  Once we disembarked it was time to head for 
home and it was every man, woman and Mini for themselves.  

One thing we particularly enjoyed about the Minis to Ireland tour 
was the great roads and accuracy of the Roadbook, for which credit 
and a huge thank you must be given to the formidable husband and 
wife team of Hugh and Jan Wyllie, who were the main organisers 
and devised the route. There is no doubt that the Wyllie family put a 
lot of effort into making sure the event was a huge success and their 
Roadbook Tulip diagrams were once again simply brilliant. For any 
reader who is slightly nervous of interpreting Tulip diagrams, they 
are so simple to read and it takes less than one minute for anyone to 
understand them. You certainly didn’t need a map or a Sat Nav to find 
your way along the tour route.  

The event witnessed friendships being made amongst the Mini family 
from the start in Fishguard and the end of the tour a week later. 
Everyone’s aim seemed to be to have fun and keeping all the Minis 
rolling until we got to the return ferry home. On that score a huge thank 
you goes to Kevin (AKA legs) and Bob Kelly for their spannering and 
vehicle support in making sure all 40 cars, including destructive Dave’s, 
completed the run. The fact that all 40 cars made the finished is a miracle 
because, by day 8, the cars were all carrying more kilos and straining 
at the weight following all those coffee and cake stops! Oh, and thanks 
to Kevin for showing us the unnamed pub, in an unnamed village, with 
no front door and no license to sell Guinness which, according to local 
myths, sells the finest pint of Guinness in Ireland if not the World. Sorry 
but it’s a secret!

Mini in a ditch but not for long

Classic Minis always need some TLC

Michael McQueen and John Budgell bail out 
their car’s flooded floor pans

Allan and Mary Bull’s New Zealand number plate tree 
now with the addition of an Irish number plate courtesy 
of service mechanic Kevin AKA ‘Legs’ Three generations of Minis
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40 Minis started and 40 Minis completed the tour with no casualties 
returning on the truck of shame! However, although our Mini’s regulator 
packed upnear the end of the tour, we managed to limp home as the 
battery drained by the hour, especially when we switched the lights and 
wipers on. Our cars covered a respectable 1,800 miles each with a few 
extra miles for Alan and Mary who did a return to Ashbourne detour  in 
our daughter’s little black Mary Quant designer Mini. It’s a bog standard 
998cc Mini, no gismos, no trip meters and Mary’s comment was “What 
a great little car the Mary Quant Mini was. 998ccs of fun, reliability and 
surprising get up and go.  I’m sure if we were in the first group of Minis 
we would have shown the Works Minis our tail end”!  

It had been a very exciting tour and on the way home to Ashbourne that 
Thursday evening, The Potter’s and Bull’s thoughts instantly turned to 
planning future Mini runs and tours for 2018 and 2019. There is nothing 
quite like joining a Minis to Ireland non competitive scenic car tour and quiz. 
This year’s route took us through lots of stunning Irish countryside, through 
small Irish rural villages, along spectacular roads with a few narrow ups and 
downs. Along the way we met several farm dogs with death wishes that 
certainly had their day’s exercise having chased the wheels on 40 Minis.

We gained lots of knowledge and tips about Minis from the Mini family 
and made friends for life. Although it isn’t on either car Numbers 1 
or 21’s suggestion list, some co drivers were indicating that instead of 
gilets or coats, the MCR should issue skull caps to co-drivers, so they 

could cope with the bumpy sections in the low headroom Minis and not 
so well sprung classic Minis. 

Finally, I will attempt to summarise as succinctly as I can the whole 
experience by saying that, the roads were spectacular with breathtaking 
scenery and made just for Minis. The hospitality and cuisine that was enjoyed 
by all at the various hotels and café’s were a credit to Ireland. It was a lot of 
fun socially with much comradary amongst the crews, and furthermore as 
observed by Mary Bull, “We had numerous interesting conversations with 
lots of interesting Mini enthusiasts and some lovely Irish people”. 

For us it was, without doubt, an impeccably well organized event and 
incredibly good value for money. We would definitely go again and 
recommend it to anyone to do likewise. In fact we would be happy to 
re-trace our steps as per the 2015 Minis to Ireland tour if it were to be 
re-run again. And whilst we may think we have seen the very best of 
the Emerald Isle, we have a sneaky suspicion it could have even more 
hidden gems up its sleeve!

Till the next time then!

Ian Potter

Photos by Ian Potter, Justin Ridyard, Allan and Mary Bull and 
anyone else not mentioned that contributed their photos.
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Allan and Mary Bull came all the way from New Zealand to do the tour!

Stunning Irish landscape and scenery

This photo of Works Minis could have 
been taken in the 1960s on the Circuit of 
Ireland rally
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The restoration of my Mk1 Cooper S – Part Four
By Mike Bennett

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

This is the fourth and final part of the story of the restoration of our 1965 
Morris Cooper S 1275, the first three parts of which are in the October 

2016, and January and May 2017 issues of CooperWorld.

The mechanical parts of the rebuild were deliberately left to the last, since 
so many projects in the past have hit the road when the car is drivable 
leaving a snagging list of interior jobs to be completed that somehow never 
actually get done.

The final bits of trim were the headlining and front seats. The headlining 
had heavy brown staining were the original glue had worked to the surface, 
so a new cover was bought from Newton Commercial. After scanning the 
forums and speaking to people who had recovered the frame themselves, the 
decision was made to outsource the job. Stu Epp from Nantwich came highly 
recommended and was tasked with recovering the frame and fitting the new 
covers to the front seats. The front seats in particular are the first things you 
see when looking inside a car and it was worth getting a professional job 
done, the fit is perfect.

When it came to fitting the headlining, the 8mm sound-deadening foam had to 
be removed because it prevented the frame from being slid into place.

With the interior complete, attention turned to the mechanical bits 
and the subframes and suspension were first. The subframes had been 
blasted and painted in two pack black by Tony Ennion when he did the 
shell. The suspension arms, front and rear, where blasted and painted in 
Rust Busters' 2 pack epoxy black paint, on previous projects, I have used 
Smoothrite but find it chips easily. When cured, the epoxy paint is very 
tough. The rear trailing arms were rebushed and reamed to fit the new 
shafts at the front, new shafts and bearings for the upper arms and new 
rubber bushes for the lower arms and tie bars were also fitted. Although 
this would have been the opportunity to return the car to hydrolastic 
suspension, it had been dry for 80% of its life, so dry it stayed. However, 
new hydrolastic pipes were made up and fitted along with the refurbished 
original fittings. The trailing arms are the original hydrolastic units, a 
bracket had to be added to locate the flexible brake hose as the pipe 
route over on dry rather than under with wet. The rubber springs were 
at least 40 years old and were probably used when I initially fitted them 
so a new set were fitted along with Hi-Lo units front and rear and Spax 
adjustables all round.

The original brakes and hubs were stripped, blasted and painted with 
the black epoxy, new bearings and seals all round and new rear cylinders 
and brake shoes at the rear. New discs and stainless caliper pistons 
were fitted at the front completing the rebuild. Another departure 
from the original spec was the fitting of braided brake hoses, when it 
comes to brakes, there can be no compromise on safety. I would not 
trust aged NOS items and there are too many questions over the quality 
of reproduction parts. Goodrich on the other hand has a very good 
reputation. All the steel brake pipes were replaced with new ones made 
from non-rusting Kunifer tube but these were sprayed with Steel Wheel 
to make them look like steel items. 

However, the servo proved to be a problem. The bore was fine so new 
seals were fitted, the vacuum ‘bowls’ were sent to be zinc plated with 
a yellow passivate as it is pretty close to the now outlawed cadmium 
plating. When they returned, they were not good with the plating rubbing 
off in places. It turned out that the plating company had not sand blasted 
them first, so they were blasted, re-plated and returned. Second time 
round they were much better. So far, so good, however, to jump forward 
a bit, when the car went in for its MOT, the brakes locked on. Cracking 
the servo output pipe nut relieved the pressure so it was obviously either 
the master cylinder or the servo causing the problem. When they locked 
again, the output nut from the master cylinder was cracked but this had 
no effect – so it was the servo. Suspecting that the air valve was not 
releasing the vacuum, this was rebuilt again with a new diaphragm and 
seal but this had no effect, with time before Beaulieu running out, David 
Kingerley of Classic Car Spares was asked if he could check it over, as it 
happened, he had a fully restored unit in stock, so that was fitted instead 
and all was well.

Re-trimmed recliners

Brake and Hydrolastic pipes sprayed silver

Front suspension assembly

Hydrolastic trailing arms



Mini Cooper Register | 23

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

With the car rolling, attention turned to the power unit. The core 
plugs were replaced and the oil gallery plugs removed and the block 
taped for grub screws. Everything was going well until it came to 
fitting the shells to the con-rods, they were far too loose, and the 
initial assumption that the wrong shells had been supplied proved 
not to be the case. It was the rods that were from the later 1300 
A series with the larger journals. I had built a 1480 engine for my 
Frogeye many years ago, this involves offset grinding the larger big 
end journals and fitting S rods, and I came to the conclusion that I 
had used the S rods for that. After 24 hours of panic, a final search 
of the loft revealed the correct rods with the added bonus in that 
the original AEG163 head was there as well. So, panic over and the 
build continued without further problems. Luckily the gearbox that 
came with the car had been stored with the engine and had escaped 
the ravages of autotesting. It was stripped for inspection and was 
in good order but a new layshaft, baulk rings, diff pin, planet gears 
and diff thrust bearings were fitted along with a new bearing for 
the 1st motion shaft. The outer race of the 1st motion shaft would 
not budge when using the grease and drift technique, so two slots 
were ground on either side to allow it to collapse. A new clutch 
diaphragm and plate completed the transmission build. The box is a 
4 synchro Goldseal 22G1128 unit rather than the original 3 synchro 
22G333 item. The original boxes tended to fail early on and were 
often replaced under warranty with the later box. Video film of the 
original manufacturing process showed that the complete power 
units were sprayed in one go so, the various orifices were masked 
off and several coats of BMC green engine paint were sprayed on 
the engine and gearbox unit.

As luck would have it, we were chatting to Dave Dorrington of 
Maniflow when we bought an exhaust system to the original S spec and 
he revealed that they had recently started reconditioning the original S 
exhaust manifolds when they can get hold of them. He had one in stock 
so that was ordered without delay.

The original 3 ½ inch rims were blasted and powder coated in Old 
English white and a set of new Dunlop Aquajet tyres fitted. The chrome 
on the original hub caps was good but there were a few dents, so a 
new set finished things off nicely.

To fit the power unit, the front subframe was dropped and the engine/
gearbox together with the driveshafts, exhaust manifold and radiator 
were fitted before the complete unit was winched up into the 
engine bay, it went very well as the subframe was pulled up square 
to the shell that was horizontal. The subframe was pulled up with a 
strap threaded down the front of the engine and around the tie rod 
brackets, and down the back of the engine either side of the diff to 
a length timber across the back of the subframe. Prior to raising the 
unit, the oil filter, starter and cooler were fitted but the dynamo was 
not. This enabled the oil cooler to be pushed into position as the 
subframe was being lifted.

The twin tanks had been thoroughly flushed by adding some ball 
bearings and thinners and shaking the tanks to dislodge any gunge 
that that may have been lurking within. The car was made in 
November 1965 so a right hand tank was not fitted as standard, 
mine is an aftermarket one made by Speedwell. New filler neck 
rubbers and rubber seals in the original filler caps were sourced. 
The breathers for twin tanks have to vent on the opposite sides of 
the boot or when the car is parked on a slope, the higher tank will 
drain through the lower tanks breather, so a new nylon tube was 
run from the tank, across the roof of the boot and down through 
the boot floor.

With everything installed, the engine was cranked over without the 
plugs to bring up the oil pressure and then pleasingly started on the 
turn of the key with the plugs back in. However, it would only start 
when the key was released from the start position. After much head 
scratching, the heater was dropped and the ignition switch checked. 
It turned out that I had mistakenly fitted a later ignition switch and the 
ignition circuit wire was connected to the accessory terminal. But with 
the correct switch fitted all was well. 

The car was finished on the evening before the Beaulieu show, so there 
was no time for the MOT and the car was therefore trailered down 
and entered in the concours. Unfortunately, there was no rosette for us 
but Mk 1 S Registrar, Simon Wheatcroft, did point out some issues: the 

Restored Cooper S exhaust manifold

Threaded plugs for oil galleries

Grinding 1st motion shaft bearing

Block and gearbox back together
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new washer bottle, bought as a Mk1 Mini item, was for a Midget - the 
Mini did not have a Tudor washer bottle. The bracket for the starter 
solenoid angled the solenoid at 45 degrees instead of straight up, and 
the chassis plate was 180 degrees out. Apparently the boot lid had the 
wrong grommet for the number plate light too. With the exception of 
the grommet, the other issues were rectified on returning home and 
we are very pleased with the overall result.

At the start, I said that this was the fourth and final article; it is final 
because 40 years to the week since we bought the car, it was sold 
at auction. Having put so much effort into completing the car to 
the highest standard that I could, I found that I didn’t want to see 
it deteriorate and certainly didn’t want it to just sit in the garage. 
Also, strangely enough, now that it was white/black, it no longer felt 
like the car we have owned for so long. We have another Mini with 
enough go to enjoy and we were mindful that the ridiculous rise in 
the values of Mk1 Cooper Ss could not continue so the decision was 
taken that it had to go.

It was initially due to appear in the Bonhams’ auction at 
Goodwood and all the arrangements had been made, to the 
extent that we had booked overnight accommodation near the 
circuit, so that we could take the car down prior to the event. At 
the last minute Bonhams announced that they had been offered a 
Downton S to auction so didn’t want ours – we were not happy to 
say the least.

So, instead we chose Brightwells in Leominster with whom 
to auction the car and could not have been happier with their 
service. On the day of the sale, our car, together with an amazing 
fully restored E type were placed either side of the auctioneer’s 
rostrum in the sale room. It was a nerve racking day, we knew 
that it would all depend on at least two people wanting to buy it 
on the day. As it happened, it failed to meet our reserve, but after 
a bit of negotiating we sold it to the highest bidder. So not the 
mega prices we have seen in some cases but we were satisfied 
with the result.

Mike Bennett

Sale room at Brightwells

Finished car

Finished engine bay



Mini Cooper Register | 25

FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.



26 | www.minicooper.org

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

History of a model rally Mini - 277 BRX
By Peter Horsburgh

After our class win on the Rally Isle of Man Classic in September 
2016, as well as the trophy, I received a special 1/32 model of a 

1960 Mini with some special extra ‘rally’ details on it such as a reversing 
light, Works boot strap, Lucas 700 spot lights and inside the car, a 
Halda Twinmaster. This was very kindly donated by my fellow Mini 
competitors and friends from Japan led by Shinobu Kitani. 

The model was so amazing I asked Shinobu if he could arrange for 
a replica of my Mini Spares Cooper S to be built in time for my 
70th birthday in March 2017, as it also is 20 years since I started 
competing with ‘BRX’. I sent a series of digital photos of the car to 
Japan and waited.

However, due to personal reasons there was some delay to the 
production so no model appeared in March. Then to my surprise when 
we met up in Douglas before the start of this year’s rally, a gathering 
of the Japanese contingent presented me with the completed models. 
The detail was just breathtaking. Shinobu explained that many attempts 
had been made during production to get the printing of the decals to 
the required precision. This is illustrated by the pictures showing the 
Andrew O’Hanlon advertising spanner on the full size car and on the 
model. The phone numerals full size are just 8mm in size, which makes 
the model numbers 0.25mm and still legible! 

Similarly the ‘Super Racing’ on the lamp covers is 0.25mm and very 
clear. This picture below is of the model!

Inside the detail is just as meticulous with these pictures taken before 
final assembly, showing the dash panels and switches, the Works route 

card holder and washer bottle in passenger foot well. The seats are 
Cobra Suzuka for driver and Imola for the co-driver with red inserts on 
the driver’s seat.

Many thanks to Shinobu and Hiroko Kitani, Yoshinao Tsuchiya, Ritsuro 
Okano, Osamu and Asako Sumida and of course the model maker Tsutomu.

This amazing craftsmanship was done in Japan by Swash Design, and 
you can get your replica done by contacting them on  
store@swash-design.com.

Peter Horsburgh
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Timo Makinen
By Peter Barker

The fastest rally driver of his 
generation, Timo Makinen, 

competed in both races and rallies 
with BMC Works Mini Coopers. 
Although he was a man of few 
words, back in 2004 with the 
invaluable help of Paul Easter, I 
managed to capture a few of his best 
utterings for MiniWorld magazine.

‘My family had Mini right from 
1959. We had a transport business 
moving timber and paper and I 
got a job delivering newspapers 
around the Helsinki area. I used to 
drive 200 km every night delivering 
papers on dirt roads in the Mini. It 
was excellent training.

We also had a family contact with the Morris agents in Helsinki, 
Voimavaunu. Morris and Austin were very separate (marques) in those 
days. Raoul Falin (the boss of Voimavaunu) saw me racing on frozen 
lakes (in a D type Jaguars amongst other models) and was so impressed 
that he recommended me to Stuart Turner at BMC. Voimavaunu were 
happy to promote me, so long as I drove Morris cars not Austin ones, 
which meant that we had to swop badges on cars in later years!

Stuart gave me a drive on the 1962 RAC Rally in a Works Mini Cooper. 
I was co-driven by British navigator John Steadman, but as I spoke no 
English there was very little he could say to me. We finished 7th however.

For the 1963 Rallye Monte Carlo I was entered with a lady racing 
driver, Christabel Carlisle, in an Austin Healey 3000. She was a fantastic 
co-driver, unbelievably accurate, so precise with all her information and 
very much in balance. She was not frightened at all, although she never 
went with me again! We finished 13th overall and 1st in the GT class. 
(Actually, Timo competed with Christabel once more, finishing the 
1963 Rally of the Snow in 6th place in Works Mini Cooper 477 BBL).

Again, I was entered for the RAC Rally in 1963, this time with Mike 
Wood as a co-driver. He was very short sighted. I could drive quite well 
by this stage and he did his best talking to me, but I still did not speak 
very much English. I think he had a hard job.

Then I was entered for the 1963 Liege Sofia Liege Rally with Geoff Mabbs 
in a Works Healey 3000. Geoff was a fantastic guy, so charming. We 
crashed into a timber lorry near Pec, I think Geoff was driving. Paul Easter 
whose Mini had broken down on the rally was also there. We were both 
out of the rally so we went for some drinks and became good friends.

I did the 1964 Rallye Monte Carlo in a new Works Cooper S with 
Patrick Vanson. Patrick was half English, half French which helped on 
the rally as it was mostly held in France. Our 1071cc Cooper S lost its 
brakes in practice on the descent of the Col de Cuillole into St. Saveur 
sur Tinee. We shot off the stage up a farm track and managed to stop 
the car. We came 4th overall despite this.

I was supposed to do the 1964 Tour de France with Don Barrow, a well 
known English navigator, but he became ill. Up to this point I had had 
many co-drivers but Stuart came up to me and said ‘Don is ill’ who do 
you want to do the Tour with?’ I remembered meeting Paul Easter and 
was sure I wanted to go with him. We had a Works Mini Cooper S (BJB 
77B) and were doing well leading the class, when a taxi hit us just as we 
were leaving the Monza circuit. Paul was driving. The car was damaged 
and we had to retire. (Paul drove the car back to England only to be 
arrested for driving without due care and attention as soon as he landed 
at Dover!) Despite this accident I liked rallying with Paul, he was a good 
driver as well as co-driver, and when we had an accident (which was 
not often) we always got back to the hotel fast! 

To my delight I was teamed up with Paul again for the 1965 Rallye Monte 
Carlo in a Works Mini Cooper S (AJB 44B). I chose to start at Stockholm 
as it was better to run on properly ploughed roads in bad weather, and 
in Scandinavia they know how to keep the roads open. We had the 
longest run-in to Monte Carlo, five nights on the road. The journey from 
Chambery to Monte Carlo was just fantastic with a huge snow storm 
and drifts. Deep dry snow, over the roof of the Mini sometimes, but we 
had the best tyres (‘Hakkas’ remoulded from Dunlop SP44s with long 
ice spikes on) and the best car for the conditions, the Mini Cooper S. I 
also had the will to win, I was really determined. We passed 20 or 30 
cars, some of them well off the road, and averaged 70kph on the Col du 
Granier stage alone. When we got to Monte Carlo there were only two 
cars within 30 minutes of us. We were so early at some of the controls 
that we had time for a drink in a bar!

Leading the rally on the last night we deliberately lost 4 minutes to change 
tyres on the way into Sospel. It wasn’t absolutely necessary, we would 
have cleaned the rally (scored zero road penalties) but we wanted to 
make sure nothing would go wrong. We were so far ahead that we could 
afford to lose a little time. On the road to Levens the contact breaker 
spring broke in the distributor. We had had this problem in practise so we 
knew what to do. Paul was a fantastic mechanic; he replaced the spring 
although in the cold he dropped the fibre insulating washer. The car ran 
fine to the end of the rally and we won.’

This drive has been described as the single best rally drive of all time. Timo 
and Paul were so far ahead of the opposition - the best drivers from all 

A publicity photo taken 
of Timo on the 1968 
Monte Carlo Timo in his latter years

Timo and Paul after the won the 1965 Monte Carlo Rally outright
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around the world, which they were simply in a league of their own on this 
event. Timo was quick to acknowledge the work of the BMC team however.

‘Stuart Turner was a fantastic man. He was the best competitions manager 
at that time by a long way. The mechanics were superb and Issigonis 
himself could not have been more helpful. Later on when Hydrolastic 
suspension came out I said to Alec (Issigonis) that I did not like it for 
rallies. It made the front of the car rise when accelerating and the steering 
became light. I could not control the car as well as with ‘dry’ (rubber cone) 
suspension. Alec told the Competitions Department mechanics that I was 
to have dry suspension for my cars in the future. They did not like this as it 
meant carrying two sets of spare parts on the rally, but they did it.

For the 1966 Rallye Monte Carlo we had Group 1 cars (essentially in 
standard trim). We removed the passenger’s seat and made a bed up 
to get some rest on the long journey from the start. This is the best 
thing to do in a Mini if you wish to sleep or to make love! Because of 
the team’s preparation we were still ahead of the opposition despite 
the handicap of un-tuned cars and we finished 1st again. Then we were 
disqualified for having the wrong type of headlamp bulbs, a French car 
had to win. Before this time I was unknown in France. After that time 
whenever I visited Monaco I did not have to pay from my drinks in 
the Tip-Top bar! People remembered that disqualification for decades 
afterwards. Following 1966 Paul and I drove many rallies for BMC. I 
liked the RAC rallies as there was no practising allowed. We just got in 
the car at the start and drove the stages unseen. There were 600 miles 
of stages in those days. On the 1965 event there was so much snow 
and ice that Paul had to stand on the rear bumper of our Austin Healey 
during some of the stages for better traction! I did win three RAC rallies 
outright, but not until I was with Ford in the 1970s.’

The Monte Carlo rallies that Timo and Paul drove were much more 
like hard work. Making pacenotes and practicing could take anything up 
to eight weeks, which was a huge burden on crew time. From the mid 
1960s onwards drivers became increasingly professional, partly because 

of the need to devote so much time to reconnaissance and practice. 
As one of the first truly professional drivers, Timo raced for BMC at 
Sebring in the USA and Bathurst in Australia. On one famous occasion 
he set the fastest lap in a Mini Cooper S at Bathurst despite executing a 
complete barrel-roll on the circuit during the lap!

Timo also found time to be a powerboating champion winning the 
prestigious Round Britain Race in 1969. He had fellow Finnish rally drivers 
Hannu Mikkola and Juha Kankunnen as his crew on later occasions.

Timo’s fellow drivers at BMC were some of the worlds best at that 
time, how did he recall them?

‘Rauno Aaltonen was a cunning man. He was a very good driver and of 
course he was Finnish, so he was my brother. I trusted him and there 
was never really a war between us’

‘Paddy Hopkirk was careful, although he didn’t have as much experience 
of snow as we Finns. He was a very good driver for a British man!’

Timo expected a lot from his cars. If they broke he simply asked for 
them to be made stronger. During the 1966 Alpine Rally he broke his 
Cooper S after one 12km stage!

‘The Mini was an excellent car and so well balanced. I drove it hard all 
the time in any conditions. My technique was the same in the dry or in 
snow; left foot braking to the apex of a corner pointing in the correct 
direction to accelerate away. There were some weaknesses though, the 
idler gears used to break – even the straight cut ones, and the cooling 
of the rear brakes was not good enough for my left foot braking.

The classic Mini was like a high class woman’s shoe: small on the 
outside, big on the inside!’

© Peter Barker 2017
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Timo demonstrating why he was known as a ‘flying Finn’ with Tony 
Fall sitting by his side on the televised Camberley Rally Stage due to 
the cancelled RAC Rally due to Foot and Mouth Disease
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Nigel was born in April 1943 and lived in Southgate, London. He went to 
Highgate School (same school that Murray Walker attended a few years 

earlier) and was active in the Scout movement where he grew up with lots of 
hiking and camping trips, including attending the World Scout Jamboree in 1957. 

From his map reading skills learned in the Scouts, Nigel was a natural rally 
navigator, and whilst at school took part in his first rally navigating for his father, 
which included some early wins.

He went to Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, to study mechanical 
engineering as part of a sandwich course working for the Westinghouse Railway 
Engineering Company, where he became actively involved in the Cambridge 
University Automobile Club and took part and attended many races, sprints 
and rallies. He also travelled to various major European races at Le Mans, 
Nurburgring etc where he was involved with pit signalling duties.

From Westinghouse Nigel moved to Shell-Mex BP and in 1969 he moved to 
IBM where he stayed for 33 years until his early retirement. He was mainly 
based in Manchester but with roles of national or even global scope. Nigel 
was rather proud of once being introduced to a customer by the salesman as 
‘the person who has written more financial models than anyone else in the 
world’ - this was in the days before spreadsheets or PCs. His IBM career was 
able to encompass a wide range of topics - programming, project management, 
consultancy, training, quality management, etc.

I met Nigel around the 1967 era where he and Will Sparrow were starting 
to creep up the finishing order on Motoring News (MN) events; we became 
fierce opponents and had many battles. Sometimes they would win and 
sometimes Jim Bullough and I would win. One memorable occasion was on a 
Selective Section on the 1970 Tour of Mull Rally, when Jim and I came across 
an upturned Mini blocking the road and spinning around on it’s roof. Will had 
clipped a bank while in the lead and I talked them into leaving the car where it 
was for 20 minutes, then the Selective would automatically be cancelled. The 
next six crews agreed to wait, then BIG Roy Mapple arrived and didn’t want to 
know about waiting and promptly single-handedly flicked the Mini back on its 
wheels, thus causing us all to lose time.

Nigel first met Margaret as she worked for the company Coburn 
Improvements, later to become DTV (Dealer Team Vauxhaull), run by Chris 
Coburn and Rodney Spokes. Nigel and Margaret were married in 1973 and 
had enjoyed well over 40 years of a happy loving marriage.  After an initial 5 
years in Brooklands, Manchester they moved in 1978 to their current house in 
Bollington, Cheshire.  Graham was born in 1975 and Sarah in 1978.  Graham 
inherited Nigel’s rallying skills (and was also a keen Scout) and also became a 
top navigator and rally organiser. However, Sarah’s trapeze and pilates skills 
certainly did not come from Nigel!  Family holidays often involved camping or 
caravanning - and in recent years Margaret and Nigel thoroughly enjoyed their 
narrowboat on the canals - Little did Nigel know that a few folk in Knutsford 
MC nicknamed him ‘Tug’ Raeburn - Graham met partner Helen and Nigel was 
pleased to welcome Helen into the family and the arrival of grandson Dominic 
3 years ago, adding a new and lively dimension to family life! 

Locally Nigel was the founding chairman of the Bollington, St Gregory’s School 
Parents Association which is still going strong today.

Nigel has always enjoyed the outdoor life - walking, cycling and running - 
doing charity events until relatively recently. He enjoyed walking with the IBM 
retiree Club - much appreciating the active group here in the North West.  
Much more walking was done with his friend Alan Hoe as they completed the 
Pennine Way, Coast to Coast and Offa’s Dyke Path among others - also cycling 
the Trans-Pennine Trail.

Knutsford & DMC was his main Motor Club where he became the Chairman 
for 4 years between 1978 and 1982 and then became a Vice President for 29 
years between 1982 and 2011. He was also the navigator of the Year 5 times 
between1997and 2006, and was instrumental in introducing many new ideas 
within the Club.

In his favourite pastime of rallying, Nigel was the runner-up 3 times in the 
Motoring News Championship in 1970, 1971 & 1976, winning in total 15 

Happy Days – ECF - RAC Rally Championship 
Historic gathering Chatsworth Hall 2008

Nigel on the Tour of Mull rally in his usual 
navigator’s seat with Will Sparrow in his usual 
driver’s seat in the 1960s and early 1970s

Will Sparrow and Nigel 
being chased into a ford by 
eventual 1971 Motoring News 
Championship winners George 
Hill and Keith Wood - there were 
over 200 spectators at that ford - 
road rallying at its very pinnacle

In memory of Nigel Raeburn
1943 – 2017
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MN rallies, but also winning the BTRDA Championship in 1970, 
1971 & 1972 and the RAC Rally Championship in 1970, where 
he was chauffeured by some of the finest drivers in the country 
namely; Will Sparrow, Cyril Bolton, Bob Bean, John Edwards-
Parton, Andy Dawson, Richard Hudson-Evans, Ian Harwood, 
Geoff Grundy and many more. Nigel and Will were part of the 
DTV team between 1970 and 1976. After Nigel’s ‘derring do’ 
years he settled into classic rallying, where here again, he excelled 
himself with some brilliant results. These types of events called 
for a different type of driver and Nigel navigated a whole list 
of names to victory over the following years, to include, Geoff 
Breakall, Mike Tomlin, Colin Evans, Paul Wignall, Ian Crammond, 
Andy Nash and Phil Surtees. With results that included 10 podium 
medals of gold, silver and bronze on several of John Brown’s 
masterpieces, namely ‘Le Jog’. Nigel also won 2 HRCR Historic 
Road Rally Championships and won the VSCC Measham Rally 
4 times. A fair set of results you must all agree. He was a very 
versatile competitor having competed in just about every form 
of motorsport; he raced a Mini Cooper, drove on road and stage 
rallies, tours, autocross, hillclimbs, sprints, autotests and PCTs.

For years Nigel and I attended ECF (Ecurie Cod Fillet) functions 
together and we were both part of the Knutsford DMC Plains Rally 
team where we enjoyed dining out on Friday nights in Welshpool. 
In 2004 we were also involved with the inaugural Tour of Cheshire 
Rally; Nigel was in fact the Clerk of the Course for a fair few 
years between 2004 and 2015, and we both spent many hours 
meticulously measuring the regularity sections. These had to be 
spot-on; otherwise we both would have received a lot of flack from 
the top crews.

Nigel was also a very active member of the HRCR NW region and 
organised many competitive runs and quizzes, a great guy to have as 
a team member on the annual Ian Harwood inter-Club quiz. Nigel 
was also a member of the Mini Cooper Register.

I visited Nigel with Alan Jolley within his last ten days where he 
was very pleased to see us and, likewise, we were very pleased to 
have seen him too. Typically being Nigel, he put on a very brave 
face and talked very openly about the arrangements of his funeral. 
Including how Will Sparrow had arranged with the owner of their 
famous Motoring News conquering Mini, WNX 700H, to bring the 
car up from South Wales to the ‘Wake’ at the Cock & Pheasant in 
Bollington, Cheshire.

Nigel was a very private person and a true gentleman to the very 
end, who will be sadly missed in his many now vacant circles.

All our thoughts are with Margaret, Sarah, Graham and family with all 
our best wishes.

Nigel Raeburn R.I.P.

Don Barrow

RAC Rally Champions - Chatsworth Rally Show 2008
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young

First of all this month, I’ve had some 
feedback on the mention that I made in 

last month’s Archive about the Minis that 
entered the 1960 Safari Rally. I was unsure 
who were entered and, more significantly, 
how they fared on this gruelling event – 
that clearly, by any sense of reason, a Mini 
was never designed to undertake. Firstly, 
motoring historian and our commentator at 
Beaulieu, Graham Robson, kindly informed 
me that the four cars were entered by 
Benbros Motors of Dar-es-Salaam who did, 
indeed, enter four 850 Minis in the 1960 
Safari. They were crewed by; K.Nash/P. 
Russell at 33, P. Riley/J. Cotton at 35, J. 

Bush/G. Alexander at 43 and G.R. Blakeaway/P. Garnier at 78. The P. Garnier 
was in fact Peter Garnier who was, at that time, the Sports Editor of Autocar 
and who wrote a full three-page report of the event in The Autocar of 29th 
April 1960, and a four-page reminiscence of the event by Garnier himself, in 
the issue of 6th May 1960. There are, I’m told, lots of images in those two 
issues – so worth trying to find copies if you are interested. The tail piece of 
which is that none of these cars finished which was no surprise.  

Following on from this, Paul Easter called to confirm much the same, but 
also added that there was a full entry and result list, together with a short 
report in John Davenport’s healthy tome on the Safari Rally, plus a nice 
photo of Ken Nash’s Mini being fettled. Of the 78 starters who left on the 
four day 3,000 mile blast around East Africa, only 25 would make it back 
to the finish. This was some challenge, having to average over 30mph 
over four days continuously. With the route that year also being very wet, 
the Minis were always going to struggle and struggle they did.  

Moving onto some new material 
donated to the Archive by once 
again Philip Splett, who is without 
doubt the largest contributor to 
the Archive. So again we have to 
say many thanks Philip. The Autocar 
edition for 27th August 1965 saw an 
interesting road test in that it was 
a comparative test of two Autocar 
staffers own cars that they bought 
new, with their own cash of under 
£750 and ran for a year. The cars 
in question were a 1071 Cooper S 
and a Cortina GT. We will obviously 
concentrate on the Cooper S and its 
story over the year’s first running.

The Cooper S, bought quickly as it 
was about to be discontinued, was 
still delayed in delivery (it took six 
weeks) and as he’d specified a colour 

(Almond green and white) that wasn’t in stock, he was able to specify two 
nice factory option extras, namely a close ratio gearbox, at a mere £7.50 
extra and 4½ J wheels, at an extra £3. All this cost the scribe a total of £733 
(those were the days!). Interestingly, he had been debating whether to go 
for either a 1275 or a 970 – less we forget this was the time when all three 
were available. He decided the extra £61 for the 1275 over the 1071 wasn’t 
worth it and the 970, with so little torque (tell me about it!) was not the car 
for commuting, so he sought out the new, but about to get the chop,1071. 
This together with extended mileage test he’d just completed with a 1275 
had made him decide that the smoother and sweeter 1071 was the one for 
him. So, BLA 80B was delivered eventually, with just a couple of tyre valve 
dust caps missing, one tyre very low on pressure and the clutch was out 
of adjustment – so the PDI went well then! He also noted that on the first 
time he washed the car, water came in over the top of the driver’s door and 
despite numerous attempts, this issue was never satisfactorily rectified. 

The initial drive, for the first few hundred miles, saw the engine run 
rather hot and it also had little pulling power – this clearly was a case 
of the engine being new, tight and needing running-in, as over the next 
500 miles things markedly improved. Early rattles and squeaks soon 
faded and the car settled down well. Oh, and the interior mirror was so 
distorted, he threw it away the very first day!

The first improvement he made was to the seats. These he had rebuilt 
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Ken Nash’s Morris Mini receives attention during the 
1960 East African Safari in which they failed to finish

The all new BLA 80B drives through the streets of London

Factory seats on the left – new, much more 
supportive retrimmed seats on the right

The cost of a new 1071 
delivered in August 1965



onto the existing frames and in the same material, but contoured to a 
more supportive pattern by a trimmer in Carshalton in Surrey – this 
costing a whopping £9.50 for the pair exchanged. The seats were 
quickly followed by a set of Maserati air horns and a revcounter, 
which was mounted in front of the steering wheel. This he also 
changed to a slightly small wooden wheel. These mods were later 
followed by a SPQR organ throttle pedal and one of their steering 
column adjuster brackets – both donated for review by the magazine. 
With his DIY hat on he also fashioned an additional switch panel into 
the front of the door pocket for extra switches and moved the heater 
switch washers and wipers. He also took the welding torch to the 
gear stick to crank it over and bend it slightly (having first removed it 
of course!). He also replaced the rather ineffective Lucas headlamps 
with a pair of bright Cibie headlamps which gave a much better beam 
– and also fitted, at the same time, a dim-dip arrangement to the 
headlights which replicated the side lights by having the headlight on 
at 1/10 of their power.

After 500 careful miles and its first service, he started to open up 
the car, building up from his self imposed limit of 3,500rpm. After 
1,000 miles he would, in short bursts, bring the engine to 6,000rpm. 
This proved a successful running regime and the often quoted poor 
oil consumption of this engine soon grew from 500mpp to over 
2,000mpp. He also noted that the car was one of the first to be 
fitted with closed circuit breathing and he was of the opinion that 
this too contributed to the low consumption (not sure about that 
one myself).

Disturbingly, whilst inspecting the underside of the car to see if everything 
was tight and in place, he noted a rather bent front tie bar. This was 
a mystery but the only conclusion to be drawn was that the car had 
been jacked up on the arm. The arm was quickly removed and he was 
dismayed just how easily he managed to straighten it and so promptly 
ordered a new one in the hope that the new one would be somewhat 
stronger. As time and the winter came and went, he noticed a marked 
deterioration in the bright work on the car. All four hub caps had 
rusted, as had the chrome rear side window frames and the grille was 
similarly rusty – the bumpers however, had survived unmarked. The 
offending rusty items were replaced under warrantee (now treated with 
much Turtle wax!). However, he did note that the paintwork remained 
sparkling every time it was washed, despite the London grime.

Usage and time saw the car involved in a road accident during Easter 
when the car was savaged in the front off-side wing – the offending 
driver speeding off! The impact had sprung the driver’s door open, but 
despite the car being undrivable, it survived the impact well and other 
than the replacement panels, bumper and grille and two new steering 
arms, the car was quickly repaired. However, this came at a personal 
cost which, because of the policy excess, bumped up its yearly cost. 

Tyres were about half worn for the 7,500 miles covered in the first 
year but the brake pads and discs were as good as new. The 6,000 
mile service cost £4.25p and very soon after the SU fuel pump failed 
necessitating a second-hand one be fitted for £2. So for the year, other 
than the rust issues, the fuel pump and not forgetting the accident, 
the car ran very well. It did much motorway work as well as regular 
commuting and some performance testing. For the record, the 0-60 
time recorded in this car was 14 seconds against the 13.5 seconds 
recorded in the factory supplied test car in early 1963 to Autocar.  

The annual mileage was relatively low, largely due to other cars under test 
that he regularly had to use during the twelve months. The all important 
fuel consumption started at a relatively lowly 24.5mpg but was soon edging 
30mpg and oil consumption continued to improve – so much so that the free 
cans of Duckhams Q20/50 remained unused, as they were just not needed!  
I wonder whatever became of the car – BLA 80B where are you now?

Robert Young
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Rust on the hub caps after just one winter

The relative performance figures of the car here and the 
supplied factory car previously tested by Autocar

Rust on the front grill – all 
replaced under warrantee



TECHNICAL TOPICS − All about Engines - Part 2

Brake Mean Effective Pressure (BMEP)

Amongst the ‘General Engine Data’ there 
is a line denoting BMEP (Brake Mean 

Effective Pressure). Here is an explanation 
on what it is and how it influences engine 
design. BMEP gives a true indication on how 
effectively an engine is performing, regardless 
of capacity or running speed. It is the mean (or 
average) cylinder pressure generated when 
the fuel - air mixture burns in the cylinder.

Figure 1 is a Pressure Volume (PV) graph 
which illustrates the Otto cycle. 
• Suck - The piston descends sucking in the 

fuel - air mixture and the cylinder pressure 
drops below atmospheric.

• Squeeze - The piston ascends compressing 
the fuel - air mixture raising the pressure 
above atmospheric pressure.

• Bang - Combustion takes place, cylinder 
pressure peaks a gradual burn rather than 
an instantaneous bang, and the piston is 
forced down the cylinder.

• Blow - The piston ascends pushing the exhaust 
gas out at just above atmospheric pressure. 

The bigger the ‘bang’, the bigger the cylinder 
pressure, the more force is exerted on the 
piston; the more engine torque is generated. 
The BMEP curve and torque curve for an engine 
are very similar, and with the 1275cc Cooper 
‘S’ engine they occur at the same engine speed, 
3,000rpm. (See Figure 2). You can see from 
this BMEP curve that BMC engineers did quite a 
good job keeping a high BMEP figure throughout 
the engines speed range.

Standard 1275cc Cooper S engine data
• Power 75 Horse Power at 5,800 rpm
• Torque 79 lb.ft. at 3,000 rpm
• BMEP 153 lb./sq.in. at 3,000 rpm

Getting a good BMEP is about filling the 
cylinder with a good charge of fuel and air then 
compressing it. As discussed in the previous 
article, if you spin an engine fast enough you 
can generate horse power, but often with a 
poor torque curve, or low BMEP, which makes 
any vehicle difficult to drive effectively.
The imperial formula for calculating BMEP is 
as follows

P = 33,000 HP
                                     LAN
Were
• P = BMEP in lb/sq.in.
• HP = Horse power per cylinder 

• L = cylinder stroke in Feet
• A = piston area in sq.in.
• N = Power strokes, for a 4 cylinder engine 

this is engine speed/2
• 33,000 lbf/min = One Horse power

As piston area is a square factor, piston area can 
have a big effect on horse power produced if all 
other factors are the same. BMEP pressure (lbf/
sq.in) x piston area (sq.in) gives the force pushing 
the piston down the bore. Therefore, the bigger 
the piston area the bigger the downward force.

Rearranging the formula
HP =  PLAN

                                      33,000

Pressure (BMEP) x piston area = thrust. So, 
if we increase the piston area even by a small 
amount because it is a square factor it will give 
us more HP providing everything else stays the 
same. This is why in the old Formula Junior 
days when BMC with its ‘S’ range of engines 
were up against the Ford Kent engine, from 
a theoretical design perspective, the 2.780 
inch bore on the ‘S’ engine was always at a 
disadvantage against the 3.346 inch bore of the 
Kent engine. Also, of course, shorter piston 
stroke allows the engine to rev faster for the 
same piston speed.

When engine designers seek more power, 
they often seek more cylinders as this is a way 
of getting more piston area for a given amount 
of cc’s.
For example:

• BRM P75 H16 2998cc piston area 
613.44sq.c (or 95 sq.in)

• Repco - Brabham 620 V8 2995cc piston 
area 496.8 sq.c (or 77 sq.in)

Theoretically moving to an H16 configuration 
gave BRM a fantastic power edge. However, 
like a lot of theoretical advantages it was offset 
by engine complexity, windage, increased 
friction and engine weight. So, the simpler more 
reliable Brabham V8 won the championship.

With road cars most of us drive, (or have driven) 
family cars that usually had four cylinders, but 
‘executive’ cars often had six cylinder engines. 
The reason engine designers went to six 
cylinders was to get more piston area and more 
torque. A straight six is an inherently balanced 
engine. Anybody who has driven an American 
V8, or stripped one of these engines down, will 

know they have very large pistons, with lots of 
piston area, and almost maximum torque (and 
BMEP) from 1,000 rpm. They are easy cars 
to drive, good acceleration and most suited to 
automatic gearboxes.

A. Graham Bell says, racing 5 port Mini 
engines can attain BMEP’s of 195 lb.sq.in 
(approximates to 135 Horse power at 7,000 
rpm) which is remarkable. There is a small 
advantage over boring the standard 1275cc ‘S’ 
from 70.612mm (2.87 in. ) to 73.5mm (2.89 
in) then destroked from  81.33mm (3.2 in) to 
76.5mm (3.012 in) to bring the capacity back 
to 1298cc, making it suitable for racing, but 
the theoretical gains are minimal. You need a 
much bigger bores like the Ford Kent engine 
to take advantage of good BMEP figures.

If we look at racing engines, the twin cam 
design produced BMEP’s of between 175 and 
200 lb/sq.in on carburettors and when fuel 
injection came along this increased to 210 - 
220 lb/sq.in. Turbo charged race engines in the 
1980s attained BMEP pressures of 600 to 650 
lb/sq.in. Today  the turbocharged road going 
BMW Mini Cooper ‘S’ generates 273 lb/sq.in 
and high levels of torque that go with it. So 
BMEP pressures are increasing and pressures 
once only attained in race engines are now 
widely available in everyday road cars through 
turbo charging.

Modern small car engines have decreased 
the number of cylinders from 4 to 3, and the 
reason for this is because these cars very 
rarely run at maximum power and speed. With 
these engines designers look to reduce mid 
range friction,  and at the same time, decrease 
warm up time, with the aim to decrease mid 
range fuel consumption. Although this may be 
seen as a backward step as far as piston area 
is concerned, these modern engines all have 
turbo chargers, which can ‘add power back in’ 
to maintain good BMEP and torque levels.

As car engines evolve, the need to increase 
piston area to get a good level of BMEP and 
torque on non-turbocharged cars, has been 
superseded by the use of the turbocharger to 
increase BMEP levels. Once designers could get 
good levels of BMEP over a wide speed range, 
friction became the next target, and hence 
down sizing and reductions in the number of 
cylinders. These later developments were only 
possible because of cheap responsive Electronic 
Control Units (ECU's).

Richard Pengelly ©

References:

• Classic Racing Engines by Karl Ludvigsen 
Published by Haynes Publishing

• Four-Stroke Performance Tuning by A. 
Graham Bell Published by Haynes Publishing

• Ford Tuning Manual by J H Haynes 
Published by Haynes Publishing

• Tuning BL's A-Series Engine by David 
Vizard, Published by Haynes Publishing

By Richard Pengelly
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Apologies for the break in the McLaren/Cooper features, hopefully back next 
time...

Melbourne’s Exhibition Building was again the scene for Motorclassica over the 3 
days of 13th to 15th October. An eclectic smorgasbord of classic motor cars and 
motorcycles, showing off Australia’s rich vehicle history; either built here or those 
that have reached these shores since the dawn of motoring. The irony being that 
in the week that followed this year’s Motorclassica, the final Commodore was 
built at Holden’s South Australian plant. Bringing to an end mass car manufacturing 
in Australia that once included BMC and Leyland, battling not only the other car 
brands and changing markets in what everyone wanted to drive, but the rules and 
regulations of the day until there was little viability or profitability to continue to 
produce in this country. 
Unfortunately, this predicament doesn’t just relate to our cars! 

Last year you might recall (refer to December 2016 CooperWorld) we had the 
pleasure of Rauno Aaltonen in attendance; we weren’t quite so spoilt this year. 
However, there was still plenty to enjoy.

The 2017 edition of Motorclassica presented 4 main featured Marques with 
Ferrari, Holden, Lancia and Moto Guzzi in quite abundant numbers in the building 
and also outside. Additionally, there were many other rare and interesting vehicles 
to admire. Ferrari are, as always, a drawcard for many to this type of event and 
the media were having fun hyping a $12 million Ferrari Laferrari hypercar on 
display. Quite how they came up with that figure I’m unsure. Admittedly, we 
Aussies have a two tier luxury car tax that begins to kick in at just $65,094. But it’s 
still a stretch to get an Australian value of 12 mill! Hype it as much as they want, 
there are a lot more cars or assets I’d rather gather if the budget went that far. 
Not that it ever will.

The Mini and Cooper presence at Motorclassica came in several forms, the 
Victorian Mini Club’s outside display with 8 cars ranging from, an early Morris 
850 from the first year of Australian Mini Production in 1961, through to MCR 
member, John Holloway’s JCG Rover Cooper from 2000. These cars aided by 
a rare Australian- built Morris Cooper 998 from late in that model’s production 
run before local Cooper S production took over. There was also an Australian 
built Mk 2 S and some other late model Rover-era Minis also helping make up the 
display. Tucked up inside was a nice Mini van on a high end Sydney-based classic 
car dealer’s stand. It had a high end price to match; however, someone was clearly 
attracted to it enough to purchase the car. A ‘Sold at Motorclassica’ tag was on it 
when I went past.

There was also Mini and Cooper presence in the classic vehicle auction taking 
part on Saturday evening. This year there was a new auction partner, mossgreen, 
to run the proceedings. They brought together classics and memorabilia with a 
potential international appeal. At the hype end was the Jaguar D Type that was 
hoped would set a new Southern Hemisphere auction record if it found a suitably 
well-heeled buyer. If memory serves, bidding began at a snip of just Au$5.2 million 
and petered out a mere 300k later. A well informed friend mentioned to me that 
the current owner wanted substantially more, with an 8 at the front! Of course, 
these classic car auctions come with a buyer premium, in this instance 17.5% on 
top of hammer price. So, had the D Type sold it was going to be a substantial figure 
to dig deep into one’s pocket for the premium in its own right. 

Prior to the D Type, a few other cars went under the hammer, including Lot 24 a 
very nice 1969 Australian-built Mk 1 Morris Cooper S. One that appears to have 
lead a fairly gentle life with just 3 owners and still having the original Maitland, 
NSW selling dealer supplied ‘BMC Passport to Service’ booklet and Driver’s 
Handbook. Now quite a rare treat to have with the car near on 50 years later. This 
car being one of the final Mk1’s built ‘Down Under’ before the model was given 
a minor update (comparative to the UK-built version) to become the Mk2 variant 
that went on sale in Australia during May 1969. 

According to the BMC Australia designated ‘Car Number’ quoted for this 
example, it tells me it was the 15th  from last Mk1 Cooper S they built, of which 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

Put together by BMC Australia using mainly ‘CKD’ 
components, this is a now rare 1961 Morris 850 on the 
VMCI display

This 1965 Morris Cooper 998 was built close to the end of 
Australian Cooper production. Like many of this model, it 
gained a Mk1 S engine years ago before it was purchased 
and restored by the current owner

I’m not trying to trick you when I say this is an Australian-
built Mk2 Cooper S. The taillights and rear window stayed 
Mk1 size on Australian cars and the wheelarch flares were a 
standard fitment to this model
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14 of them (including this example and 34 of 47 others prior to it) were fitted with 
4 synchro gearboxes and as such 9F/XE/Y engine prefixes. The thing here is that 
the 4 synchro was to be a new feature for the Mk2 when released in Australia. 
But due to the random powerplant selection (and probably necessity) during 
production they got a call up to the production line and were slotted into 48 late 
Mk1 Ss. So, it made this auction example a pretty rare combination with a pre-sale 
guide price of Au$35 to $40k. But I can’t imagine that was the deciding factor for a 
price realised about double of the guide, especially when few would have known 
about the gearbox information. Additionally, with the 17.5% B/P to be applied to 
the hammer price, bringing forth an outlay for the winning bidder of $91,650 (over 
£53,000) for an Aussie Cooper S. I dare say a new record for a road going example 
here and a very happy mossgreen auctioneer and vendor! Personally, I hope this 
was more an aberration (or a bit too much wine liberating the bidders sensibility) 
otherwise Mini Cooper S the world over continue going silly and that has serious 
consequences - some good, but some not so! 

Also within this auction was Lot 39, a Cooper T39 Bobtail. This example was 
offered from the estate of Paul Moxham, an Australian historic race car enthusiast 
who owned and restored several Coopers and Brabhams before he passed away 
in 2015. The car’s early history though relates to the USA with Lance Reventlow. 
Heir to the Woolworths empire that would enable him to finance his Scarab 
racing cars. Probably best known in more recent times as UK historic racer, Julian 
Bronson runs an example of this rare marque. 

I happened to be near the Cooper when a mossgreen staffer opened the car’s 
rear engine cover and when I focused a little harder, it was none other than Vern 
Schuppan showing quite an interest in the car’s Covertry-Climax engine. Since 
the versatile Aussie Le Mans winner retired from full- time racing, he has been 
enjoying and gathering together several classics. 

Vern explained to me “Pal Tim Schenken suggested we buy the Reventlow Cooper 
bobtail. I hadn’t really looked at the auction cars and as Tim had to leave, his parting 
words were ‘I’m serious, we should buy it’!!!” 

Vern then set about checking out the car with the help of mossgreen staff and 
experienced friends  He then explained “After all of the delving into the correctness 
of the car and just before the auction kicked off, Tim phoned to say he’d had second 
thoughts…..” Quite understandable with a guiding range of Au$390 to 430k for the 
car, it was going to be a fairly serious commitment from both of the former Aussie 
race drivers. Ultimately it was passed in at the auction.

Stephen Dalton

John Holloway was apprenticed to a Melbourne BMC 
dealer, 30 odd years later he decided to spoil himself with 
this John Cooper Garages LE S Works that he’s owned since 
new and retains low mileage

mossgreen auctions hoped to set records with this Jaguar 
D Type known by its chassis number ‘XKD 510’ but it 
wasn’t to be

The ex Reventlow 1956 Cooper Bobtail, again more photos 
/details can be found online at the mossgreen website

Vern Schuppan snapping some details of the Cooper’s Coventry- Climax engine

The most expensive Australian-built road-going Cooper 
S? More photos/ details can be found at https://www.
mossgreen.com.au/m/lot-details/index/catalog/354/
lot/130379/1969-MORRIS-MINI-COOPER-S  



MINI CHALLENGE Snetterton 300 MSVR 14th/15th October
By David Young

COMPETITION

Cooper Pro/Am Class

Qualifying  
It was a very early start to decide the outcome of the Pro and Am 
classes of the MINI CHALLENGE. Expectations were high and the 
pressure was on to bring home enough points to claim the class wins in 
both classes. Nail biting is a bit of an understatement.

15 minutes for qualifying is not long at all. Warm the tyres up, get 
clear of traffic and have a few quick laps and it is all over. A visit to the 
pits to change tyre pressures is not a luxury, but maybe you have to 
forgo it with the clock ticking. 20 cars circulating can give problems 
in getting a clean quick lap, but at least you can pick up a tow on the 
windy straights. 7 laps are the target and most of the Pro drivers 
managed that amount. The fastest laps coming on their penultimate 
lap. Sam Weller was on fire and took just 5 laps to show how quick he 
can be. Matt Hammond was in P2 after having a time disallowed due 
to exceeding track limits, thankfully not his quickest lap. Martin Poole 
was very close behind in P3. These two had a great time qualifying, it 
looked more like a race! Richard Newman did well with P4 followed 
by Jessica Hawkins in P5. Darren Chatt was still experiencing engine 
issues having an engine changed overnight for a fresh one.

In the Am class, Andy Godfrey showed Stuart McLaren that this 
weekend was not going to be easy with a P1 on his 6th lap. Stuart, 
try as he might, could not better his best time set on the 4th lap. The 
pressure may be getting to him. Chris Middleton was not far behind in 
P3. To add to the traffic issue, there were three guest drivers also in the 
mix. With Etan Pitt, Rob Butler and Bryony King all putting in quick laps 
splitting the Pro class from the Am class. A great grid for the first race 
later on in the afternoon.

Race 1 
A superb start from Sam Weller pulling away by over a second on 
his first lap! Matt Hammond started well as Martin Poole and Jessica 
Hawkins slotted in behind. They kept that order for most of the race. 
With the lead of Sam being attacked and reduced until the penultimate 
lap, when a late lunge by Martin on Matt and Richard Newman going 
into Coram, by the time they all arrived at Murray’s, they were all a 
bit all over the place This allowed Jessica to capitalise on the situation 
and grab a much needed 2nd place. Thankfully, Matt and Martin held it 
together until the chequered flag, as Sam Weller had now extended his 
commanding lead still further.

Meanwhile, Owen Walton pulled into the pits with his front wheels 
out of line, and he decided to retire as he still had a race to drop. 
Rob Butler in the guest class also retired, while Daren Chatt’s day 
just seemed to get worse as his chance of a win in the Directors Cup 
seemed to fade into the distance.

In the Am Class, Stuart McLaren got his win over Chris Middleton and 
Gary Papworth. All had a straightforward race finishing very much how 
they started, apart from Stuart and Chris. Ethan Pitt in the guest class 
drove well, and managed to keep Mark Cornell and Darren between 
himself and Bryony King.

There was very little damage to any cars, no safety cars and a great 
watch for all the spectators in the Midday Sun.

Race 2 
With only the Am Class decided in favour of Stuart McLaren, it was all 
still to play for in the Pro Class. A DNF for Matt Hammond and a win as 
well as the fastest lap for Jessica Hawkins, could still be a deciding factor.  
Matt’s to throw away and Jessica’s to seize. Yet again Sam Weller got a 

Pro Class Am Class: 

P1: Sam Welle P1: Stuart McLaren

P2: Jessica Hawkins P2: Chris Middleton

P3: Martin Poole P3: Gary Papworth
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Stuart McLaren in Qualifying setting up for the hairpin

A grid full of Coopers getting ready for the start

Jessica Hawkins keeping up the pressure in P2
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superb start while Martin Poole could not match his initial speed off the 
line. He slotted into 2nd while Matt and Jessica were having the drives of 
their lives. To be fair, they were both over driving and had a few heart-
stopping moments with cars on a knife edge. Matt momentarily dropped 
to 6th while Jessica charged into 3rd place, Matt regained his composure 
and pulled back to 4th just behind Jessica and that is how they crossed 
the line at the race end. Nail biting again and still, the class victory had still 
to be decided. Matt Hammond getting the fastest points just to keep you 
thinking. Darren Chatt had more troubles retiring after 5 laps

In Am class Stuart did it again, adding to his dominant form. I am sure he 
has been on the podium for every race this year! Next year he will be in 
the Pro Class so his teammate, Sam Weller, who will have to be contend 
with that! Chris Middleton was in P2, I think he owns that position followed 
by Andy Godfrey who was having the time of his life with another P3.

Race 3 
Still undecided?   It is close, very close.  Within 15 minutes it will be 
over and we will know who is the Cooper Pro Class winner. Just to add 
to the tension, as it is the last race, the grid is being reversed for the 
first 4 places. On pole, it is Ethan Pitt, a guest driver with great pace, it 
is only his second time out. Next in P2 is Matt Hammond, the 2nd row 
has Jessica Hawkins and Martin Poole, on the 3rd row is Sam Weller, 
determined to make it 3 wins out of 3, and Simon Walton (Directors 
Cup class winner).  Am Class has a reversed grid too. With Dale 
Jamieson on P1 and Gary Papworth on P2. Stuart had already won the 
class as well as the Directors Cup. So a relaxed race? I think not.

Lights out and away they go, Matt makes a great start and has a great tussle 
with Ethan Pitt, Sam Weller is again driving his socks off and takes the lead 
on the 3rd lap, while Matt is trying to contend with Ethan and Jessica. 
Now Martin Poole comes into play as they all are racing neck and neck. At 
the chequered flag, it is Sam Wellers victory but all the joy is with a very 
emotional Matt Hammond, at last, the class win is his. The first person to 
congratulate him is non-other than Jessica Hawkins who gives him a great 
big hug. Nearly had me crying too. In the Am class is was a victory yet again 
for Stuart McLaren, followed by Chris Middleton and Gary Papworth. Andy 
Godfrey having to settle for a P4. Still the end of a very exciting weekend to 
end what has been a very exciting series of races.  Roll on 2018.

Pro Class Am Class: 

P1: Sam Weller P1: Stuart McLaren

P2: Martin Poole P2: Chris Middleton

P3: Jessica  Hawkins P3: Andy Godfrey

Pro Class Am Class: 

P1: Sam Weller P1: Stuart McLaren

P2: Martin Poole P2: Chris Middleton

P3: Matt Hammond P3: Gary Papworth
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Yet again Jessica Hawkins denies 
Matt Hammond the class win

The start of the final race to decide the Class winners

Sam Weller 3 wins out of 3 races

And or ?Martin Poole keeping Jessica Hawkins at bay
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Open 180 Class Qualifying: Saturday Am  
Weather: Bright/Dry: Duration 15 minutes

10 cars lined up for qualifying. It was great to have Jono Davis back with 
his super-fast R53 (not a typo it is an R53). Neal Clark joined us with his 
Norfolk cars R53 too. So, plenty of Supercharger whining noise to enjoy.

Jono Davis was straight on the pace, amazing really since he has been 
away since the opening rounds at Snetterton earlier in the year. Aaron 
Reeve and Rob Austin were both having fun trying to outpace each other 
in their R56s. Aaron put in his quickest time on the 4th lap with Rob 
getting his fastest on the 5th lap. Ben Dimmack was quick but clearly had 
some issues with power delivery in P4. Neal Clarke P5 on his last lap, 
followed by Chloe Hewitt and Neil Ginley. Kevin Owen had managed to 
put a hole in his gearbox and could only manage P8.  Both Tim Bill and 
Andy Montgomery were excluded from qualifying after failing post-race 
scrutineering due to weight issues.

P1:  Jono Davis
P2:  Aaron Reeve
P3:  Rob Austin

Race 1  
With both Andy Montgomery and Tim Bill at the back of the grid, the first 
race for the Open Class was a little disappointing. Aaron Reeve shot off 
the grid like a bat out of hell and there he stayed until the chequered flag. 
Jono Davis stayed close behind with Ben Dimmack and Rob Austin not far 
behind. Ben’s car had a new turbo fitted so was back on the power. Rob 
Austin just could not pass him, try as he might. Chloe Hewitt had a good 
battle with Neal Clark, Neal pulling away by 4 seconds at the flag. Chloe 
was still in the running for P3 in the class championship, but dropped 
scores will be her downfall. She has finished and scored in every race this 
year, an amazing feat in itself as well as being on the podium twice.

At the chequered flag, Aaron was in P1 with Jono Davis in P2 and Ben 
Dimmack in P3. Aaron was subsequently handed a 5-second penalty for 
avoidable contact with another car, this pushed him down to P2. Tim 
Bill and Andy Montgomery had their own race after starting at the back 
of the grid and a 10-second delay.

P1: Jono Davis
P2: Aaron Reeve
P3:  Ben Dimmack

Race 2 
On pole position was Jono Davis, next to Aaron Reeve. R53 v R56. 
On the 2nd row Ben Dimmack and Rob Austin. 3rd row Neal Clarke 
and Chloe Hewitt R53 v R56 again. The 4th row had Neil Ginley and 
Andy Montgomery R56 v R53 followed by Tim Bill and Kevin Owen 
R53 v R56.

Aaron pulled away with a great start. By the end of the 1st lap he 
had nearly a 1-second lead. At the end of the race, his lead was 
4.25 seconds. Following him, all the way was Ben Dimmack. Jono 
Davis stayed in contact for P3. Even with a 5-second penalty for 
track limits infringement he still stayed in P3. Rob Austin cemented 
his Directors Cup win with a solid P4, happy with Job done, but he 
would have loved to have won the class from Ben Dimmack. Ben 
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Matt Hammond leading the pack on his way to 
P3 and the Class Championship Victory

Tim Bill’s superb R53

Jono Davis in P2 but upgraded to P1 after penalties

Aaron Reeve’s waiting to go in Race 2 lights to flag Victory

Matt and Jessica with the Excelr8 winning teams
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was crowned Open 180 Class Champion after this race so he was 
well pleased. Not an exciting race but we still had the final race later 
on. With other positions in the championship still to be decided, 
plenty to race for. Could Chloe get P3?  Don’t forget the reverse 
grid with the first 4 places reversed.

P1: Aaron Reeve
P2: Ben Dimmack
P3: Jono Davis.

Race 3 
On pole position, we should have had Rob Austin, but with his 
Directors Cup ‘in the bag’ and no chance of winning the Class 

Championship, he decided not to race and risk damaging his car. 
This caused the commentator no end of problems, wondering 
where his car was on the grid!  It didn’t come round, he could not 
see it, the blue car is doing well etc……… Light entertainment for a 
Sunday afternoon. With Jono Davis on P2 to start and Ben Dimmack 
and Aaron Reeve on the next row, we could be in for a great race. 
Especially as this was the final round of the year. Ben Dimmack had 
a great start with Aaron Reeve very close behind running neck and 
neck with Jono.  Jono managed to overtake Aaron on the second 
lap, Aaron took him back on the 3rd lap and then Jono’s engine 
went bang with a coolant leak on the 4th lap.  Meanwhile, Ben and 
Aaron were racing hard, Ben had a mirror full of Aaron’s Car. On 
the 6th time around Aaron passed Ben and stayed in front. Ben 
was dropping back having lost 3rd gear. Neal Clarke was giving a 
demonstration drive all on his own, the rest too far behind and the 
leaders a long way off. At the chequered flag, it was Aaron in P1. 
3 wins out of 3 but with one disallowed ended a great weekend 
for Aaron. Chloe did not manage to get enough points to get 3rd 
in the Championship, but she takes home the comfort that, if all 
races were counted, she has actually scored more points than Andy 
Montgomery. It is the dropped of points that is taking her score 
down from 598 points to 546 points. Whereas, Andy scored 551 
points and  had 0 points to drop.

A good clean race, great action up front, with lots of happy people 
winning trophies.
 
P1:  Aaron Reeve
P2:  Ben Dimmack
P3:  Neal Clarke

David Young
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Ben Dimmack and Jono Davis 2nd and 3rd

Aaron Reeve chasing down Jono Davis before Jono’s engine went Bang!
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Round seven of the Old Stager and Mini Sport Cup rally  
on the Isle of Man – Part 2 By Peter Ellerby

up on Peter Ellerby. The Japanese crew of Yoshinao Tsucina set one of 
his best times to be fifth fastest ahead of Shane Gamble. 

Stage thirteen was a repeat of stage twelve through the centre of Castletown 
but with a further 3 miles added on with a very tricky part going along 
the coast. Ray took a time 3 seconds up on Colin who was a good twenty 
seconds faster than Ian with Peter Ellerby again fourth Peter Horsburgh 
getting the better of Yoshinao to come fifth with Shane in seventh.

Stage fourteen saw Ray putting in a time 11 seconds up on Colin who 
was 15 seconds upon Ian. This left Peter Ellerby ahead of Shane fifth 
with Shinobu Kitani getting the better of Yoshinao but only by 1.1 
seconds with Peter Horsburgh in between point 4 of a second behind, 
and with Shinobu point 7 seconds in front of Yoshinao showing how 
close that group of five were.

Stage fifteen and Ray was getting even faster setting a time that was fifty 
first overall and 16 seconds up on Colin who made the top fifty. Ian was 
a full 24 seconds back with Peter Ellerby again the faster of the group 
of five taking 19 seconds back off his old rival Peter Horsburgh. Shinobu 
again beat Yoshinao, Andrew Ohanlon was starting to improve along 
with Eric Davies and the all girl crew were still in for a good finish.

Stage sixteen the last night stage caused a problem for two crews and 
first it was Ray losing a lot of time when his fan belt came off, and having 
to nurse an overheating engine to the stage end, he dropped 35 seconds 
to Colin. Peter Ellerby had a problem with his lights and drove the 
stage with only dipped beams on dropping nearly 20 seconds to Peter 
Horsburgh. Ian was second fastest with Ray fourth, Yoshinao fifth and 
Shane sixth. A very relieved Ray made it back to the overnight service 
where he had time to carry out repairs. He was still the leading Mini with 
Colin closer behind, with Ian third, and the two Peters were close with 

My report this month covers the last ten stages of the Isle of Man 
rally which effectively becomes round seven of the Old Stager 

and Mini Sport cup championship, and we start where we left off in 
last month’s issue, the service park getting our lights fitted for the 
Friday night stages. 

The first night stage was around the town of Castletown where the 
centre of this town is closed for the rally to pass through on two 
occasions since stage thirteen also starts in Castletown. The cars pass 
right through the centre and around the harbour which, if you watch 
any videos of the I.O.M rallies, usually show this stage. The Irish crews 
of Ray Cunningham and Colin McDowell were again, and the fastest 
through a good 5 seconds up on Ian Claire who was a further 7 seconds 
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Mr Horsburgh just edging it. So it was off for a good night’s sleep after a 
very long and hard days driving with five more stages to go on Saturday.

Fine dry weather greeted the crews for the five planned stages on 
Saturday. The first stage was a re-run of the Little London stage and 
straight off Ray put in a top time over 20 seconds up on Colin which, in 
a Mini, was an exceptional time beating the Porsches and more modern 
cars. Third was Ian with Peter Ellerby taking back 4 seconds from Peter 
Horsburgh, and Shane got sixth place with Andrew seventh. 

Stage eighteen and Peter Ellerby’s good run to be fourth Mini came to an 
end when he clipped a rock on a ninety left which bent the steering rack so 
bad they had to pull over and carry out repairs. In doing so Peter dropped 
30 minutes at the end of the stage with the steering still way out of track and 
having to drive on the throttle i.e. throttle on and the car would go right, 
throttle off, and it would go left. The decision was made to try and carry 
on to get a finish since, on this rally you are allowed 15 minutes lateness at 
stage starts so pushing as hard as they dare, they made it to stage nineteen 
and clocked in dead on 15 minutes so were able to continue. Ray again took 
a top forty time with Colin coming second and Peter Horsburgh must have 
had a good breakfast as he beat Ian, and Shane getting fifth position.

Stage nineteen continued the same with Ray first and Colin second 
then Ian with Shane putting in a good time to beat Peter Horsburgh 
and sixth was Yoshinao, with Eric Davis starting to improve on his 
times. Peter Ellerby soldiered on with his Mini still trying to take 
to the ditch every time he pressed the throttle. So he was glad to 
make it back to the service park where the service crew were able 
to straighten out the rack so at least he could tackle the last two 
stages.  Ray was now in the top forty overall and Colin in the top fifty 
so good were the stage times. Unfortunately, due to accidents stages 
nineteen and twenty had to be cancelled, which left the last stage 
which finishes at the grandstand in Douglas still able to run. Colin put 
in a very good time to beat Ray on this one by 6 seconds to finish on 
a high. Whereas, Ian got third with Yoshinao beating two Peters by 10 
seconds with Mr Horsburgh getting the better of Mr Ellerby by 2-3 
seconds. Shane got seventh and Andrew eight. 

At the finish eleven of the Mini crews who entered under our 
championship made the finish with only Rhodri and Clive not making 
it due to mechanical problems. But hats off to Ray Cunningham/
Jared Gill who put in a fantastic performance to come thirtieth overall 
and first Mini by over 6 minutes to Colin McDowell/Michael Spence. 
Ian Clare/Andrew Elkes put in one of their best results getting third 
and first Mini in their class. Peter Horsburgh/Graham Carter again 
proving that age has no barrier to driving a Mini fast came fourth and 
Shane Gamble/Bob Ward got fifth ahead of an improving as the rally 
went on, Mr Yoshinao/Kanagana who were the faster of the Japanese 
crews. Andrew O'Hanlon/Ryan Taylor seventh ahead of Shinobu Kitani/
Taksfunedai Yokohama eighth, Eric Davis/Russell Joseph on their first 
visit to the island were glad to get a finish of ninth, and the all girl crew 
of Louise Thomas/Heidi Woodcock came tenth. Usamu Samida/Asako 
Sumida were eleventh and glad to make it to the end. Peter Ellerby/
Ben Anderson with Clive King/Anton Bird not scoring any points. At the 
end of the rally Ray moved to lead in the championship. The final round 
is on the fast army ranges of Otterburn camp in the Cheviot Hills up in 
Northumberland and, with one and a half points awarded, one of four 
drivers have a chance to win the championship so it’s still all to play for.

Peter Ellerby
Photos by Chicane Media
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Early Halda

Last month whilst writing about Ernie 
Campbell’s 570 FMO that we saw over 
in Ireland in September, I noted that 
the car was in need of an early Halda 
for the dashboard. I’m delighted to say, 
that thanks to Guy Smith and Bill Price, 
Ernie now has one of these exceedingly 
rare Haldas to fit to the dashboard of 
570 FMO. As luck would have it, Guy 
Smith had one of these ready to fit 
into the early Works replica that he 
is planning to build. This he bought a 
few years ago, without the necessary 
housing and magnifier to fit his 

dashboard, but a drawing from me of the Works housing that I have 
on the dashboard of BJB 77B, together with its magnifier, enabled 
Guy to craft an exact copy and source a suitable lens for it. Move 
forward a month and Bill Price found one of these in a box, complete 
with housing and magnifier in his loft, and enquiring of its value, it 
soon found its way to Guy! This allowed me to contact Ernie and tell 
him one was available from Guy. The deal was quickly done and Ernie 
now has one ready to fit to his car.

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Early Halda information sheet from 1963

I thought that I’d give some details here of these early Haldas, as little 
seems to be known about these small wonders. These were generally 
fitted to Works Minis between 1963 and 1965 until the emergence 
of the Halda Twinmaster in early 1965. In fact a careful look at Works 
dashboards from that later period does show the Halda Twinmaster 
being fitted on a plate over where the early magnifier Halda had been 
fitted. A look at the Halda information leaflet from 1963 shows no 
less than five different types of these distance recorders. Some can’t 
be zeroed and some have key locks to prevent tampering; these 
being to record distances covered by a driver, for charging customers 
or service intervals etc. 

The one used in the Works Minis is the 340288 model which, in 
common with all five, is infinitely adjustable. The adjustment is by 
a screw turn on the left hand corner. This enables the meter to be 
adjusted on the move, allowing you to correct to the organiser’s 
mileage discrepancies and any adjustment that different tyres may 
make. Unlike the Twinmaster or Tripmaster, no gears are required to 
be changed – just a screwdriver. There is a corresponding window 
on the back left corner, displaying the set number – unfortunately this 
cannot be read once the Halda has been fitted into the dashboard. 
The Works Minis had the screw adjuster extended with a cranked 
rod fitted into the Halda to allow for adjustments once mounted in 
the dashboard.  The instrument can also be zeroed but this is carried 
out by rotating the right hand knob in a clockwise direction to a click 
stop. This is somewhat slow going compared to the almost instant 
zero facility by simply pulling the knob on later Haldas. Again, when 
fitted to Works Minis, these have the zero knob extended through 
the dash board. 

Works Halda with extensions fitted

Halda with its Abingdon fabricated housing
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These Works Haldas had a fabricated housing made from aluminium, 
which enabled the instrument to be fitted a short distance away from 
the dash board – this was to allow a magnifier to focus on the rather 
small digits, making it easier to read. The magnifier lens was simply a 
commercially available rectangular lens often found, at that time, on 
slide film viewers. To illuminate the instrument at night, two lamps, the 
same as fitted to a Mini speedo, were fixed at either end of the housing. 

All this sounds great doesn’t it? Well, not really, as this little tripmeter, nice 
as it is, only reads to 1/10 of a mile. As we can now have the TwinMaster 
reading in 1/100 of a mile, this instrument, although infinitely adjustable, 
is no better than the milometer in your speedo. Nevertheless, a lovely 
instrument that is period correct for early Works cars – Works cars up to 
the end of 1964 just did not have Halda Twinmaster fitted.

Post script note: Regarding the article about 570 FMO last month, the 
driver of the car was John Wadsworth and the navigator Mike Wood. I 
apologise for the error.

Nigel Raeburn

I can’t leave this month without making mention of the very sad 
and untimely passing of Nigel Raeburn in late October. Nigel was 
a club member and a great supporter of the Mini, having made 
his name navigating for Will Sparrow in the late 1960s and early 
1970s. Nigel and Will campaigned together in the famous Motoring 
News Championship, so nearly winning it in 1971, but being 
pipped at the last by George Hill’s Escort TC. This fantastic road 
rallying championship was to many, and me included, the rallying 
championship to contest, the likes of which we will never see again 
and to this day I still miss. Nigel was the master of his craft and was, 

Halda fitted into dashboard with mounting plate

Nigel Raeburn with Will Sparrow's car at the HRCR day at Gaydon

without doubt, one of the select few top navigators who could guide 
their drivers through these 250 mile road races, just by reading so 
much information off of their specially marked OS maps. 

I didn’t know Nigel very well but competing at the same time 
against him, albeit very much further down the field, he was always 
approachable and would spend time talking about the route and 
his memory of this corner, or a difficult junction, or that farmer's 
gate, white roads that went, and those that didn’t, that ford etc was 
encyclopaedic. We met again many years later as historic rallying 
became popular and once again, he remembered so much about 
the halcyon days of road rallying. This he put to good use as an 
organiser and also competing himself yet again. He was also delighted 
to see club member David Hopkins restoring Will Sparrow’s Mini 
WNX 700H. I last saw Nigel at the NEC when the car was on the 
MCR’s stand nearing completion. There is a full obituary elsewhere 
in CooperWorld, written so eloquently by Don Barrow, one of his 
contemporary navigators. Nigel will be much missed. 

Robert Young

Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

I had numerous enquiries about a 
car that was coming up in an auction, 
nothing unusual about that, but this 
car turned out to have a particularly 
convoluted past. There was a big old 
hoo ha across Facebook and assorted 
forums when this potentially very 
significant car ‘turned up’ as no one 
seemed to have been previously 
aware of it. The car in question carried 
the chassis number K-A2S4-552514 
indicating it to be a very early 1275cc 
Morris Cooper S. As presented at 
the auction, it carried the registration 
number 850 MCG and this is where it 
gets interesting/complicated because 

this chassis number had originally been attached to the registration 
number 777 MCG. That registration may well ring a bell with some 
of you, especially Downton fans, as it was their 1275cc factory/garage 
test bed/demonstrator from 1964 and was featured in numerous 
magazines and road tests back in the day.

Downton Engineering kept the car until around 1970/71 when it was 
sold to a new owner in Lincolnshire. It was used for some rallying 
through the early 1970s. But by the mid 1970s it was apparently showing 
its age and taken off the road to be used for rallycross which further took 
its toll. The car was retired and sold as a bare shell with documents to a 
new owner. The shell was scrapped sometime in the 1980s as the owner 
was no longer interested in Minis and the room was needed.

Simon Wheatcroft

John Bolster at the wheel of 777 MCG at a Goodwood test day in 
October 1964
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In the early 1990s the owner was approached regarding 777 MCG 
and loaned the documents to someone but wisely took copies before 
he did so. Whilst the original documents were on loan they were 
apparently destroyed in a fire. The owner, knowing their value and 
the interest that was growing in Coopers and Downton at that time, 
took legal advice and apparently obtained a sworn affidavit from the 
borrower confirming the precise details of ownership.

Fast forward to 2007 and somehow someone managed to register 
chassis number K-A2S4-552514 with the 850 MCG registration 
number. Presumably the 777 MCG plate was still just too hot to 
handle and, according to the auction house, the paperwork they had 
showed that 850 MCG was the original registration number! That 
would be interesting paperwork to have a look at.

The auction description made mention of the car being tuned by 
Downton but presumably to distance 850 MCG from 777, but there 
was no direct mention of its Downton test car past which, under 
normal circumstances, would be an excellent selling point.  It was a 
nice looking car and subsequently sold for £63,100.

No sooner had that car sold than another with a decidedly serpentine 
history turned up for sale. This time it was claimed to be an ex 
Baldyne Engineering racer re-imported from Canada and described 
thus “BMIHT certified classic Morris Mini Cooper S ….built 17th 
June 1964…. supplied by BMC stock distributors, Colmore Depot in 
Birmingham…. received by Baldyne Engineering Ltd who are based in 
Kent and registered the car on the 30th June 1964 as 9864 KR (issued 
by the Canterbury city office)”.

There was a rather wordy advert which, on the face of it, all sounded 
very plausible but once examined in more detail, it revealed several 
inconsistencies such as why would a tuning company in Kent source 
a car from Birmingham? Why would a car apparently registered in 
Canterbury have a Kent registration number? Yes, I hear you say that 
Canterbury is in Kent, but back in 1964 Canterbury C.B.C. (City 
Borough Council) and Kent C.C. (County Council) were different 

850 MCG as it appeared in the auction catalogue

places as far as car registration authorities were concerned. The 
Kent office was located in Maidstone and had its own registration 
letter sequences of D, KE, KJ, KK, KL, KM, KN, KO, KP, KR and KT: 
Canterbury had FN and JG.

The only Morris 1275 S built on 17th June that was despatched 
to Colmore Depot was white/black and in fact already known 
to the Register. It carried the registration BOF 3C and featured 
in an advert some years ago with claimed Broadspeed history 
which was, so far as I am aware, never proven. There was a 
dispute over ownership and the DVLA eventually withdrew the 
registration number.

Going back to 9864 KR, it was indeed a Morris Cooper S but it 
was a 1071 not a 1275. Despatched to Ansteys of Tonbridge it was 
registered not in Canterbury but Maidstone and not registered on 
30th June 1964 but 21st July.

The previous owner of the race car from Canada then turned up 
to dispel most of the further statements made in the advert as a 
Jackanory story, most telling of which was that the shell was originally 
a Mk 2 – evidence of the speedometer housing fixings are still evident 
on the front bulkhead.

The Mini world is relatively small and the Mk 1 S Register has been 
going for more than thirty years. Over that time many cars have 
been discovered and disappeared and re-appeared again and many 
enquiries have been received from people who used to own cars 
back in the day to find out if they still exist.

Unusual choice of Downton badge for the bootlid. The number 
plate digits appear to be fitted directly to the number plate hanger

Introduced in late 1966, the extra fixings for the Mk 2 speedo 
housing are visible on the bulkhead

Nice looking car as advertised
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I had a member get in touch about 1071 engine numbers, his Austin 
built in June 1964 has engine number 33789 and he was surprised 
to discover that the final Austin 1071, which was built some months 
later, had engine number 33642. Because of the unique way that 
BMC put cars together it is not unusual to find that cars a few chassis 
numbers apart have engine numbers that are hundreds apart.

A similarly themed enquiry was received about the introduction 
of the D washers for the remote gear change bracket. Now, 
according to BMC these washers were introduced at chassis number 
K-A2S4-850981 for the Morris S with left hand steering, but the 
car enquired about had an earlier chassis number. It transpired that 
although the chassis number was lower than the change point given, 
the body number was higher and as I’ve mentioned before, the cars 
were built much more in body number order rather than chassis 
number order.

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to wish all Mk 1 S owners a 
splendid festive season.
 
Simon Wheatcroft

The D shaped washer was introduced in April 1966

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Very busy times for the MK1 register 
and it’s great to have so many updates 
on restoration projects or just to 
hear about the MK1 Coopers owned 
by club members. Keep the updates 
coming as feedback about other 
member’s cars is what many members 
enjoy reading about. This month 
we hand over to Ray Cook who has 
very kindly written his own piece for 
inclusion, so over to you Ray.

Restoration of Mini Cooper 
LYU598D
After owning my Cooper for 20 years 
I decided it was time to restore it. 

Although it looked pretty good, it had not been repaired very well 
over the years before my ownership. Usual sort of thing, the doors 
never fitted wonderfully well, at some stage over sills had been 
fitted and the paintwork was poor, with several versions of Tweed 
Grey apparent when one looked very closely.

The restoration work was entrusted to Ted Sparrow at East 
Anglian Mini Centre during 2016/17. The brief was to replace 
the front end and any rusty/poor fitting panels, retaining some 
patina of the original car by reusing what could realistically be 
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reused again. The car was stripped, sent for sand blasting and then 
assessed for repair. In the end the front end, complete floor, rear 
quarter panels, door skins etc, were all replaced, either due to 
rust now being evident, or poorly carried out previous work over 
the years corrected.

The front driver’s seat was repaired, a casualty of having a 
screwdriver in the rear pocket – I wonder how many people have 
done that! Then, apart from the rear parcel shelf and front dash trim, 
the interior cleaned up very well and was refitted.

The engine and gearbox were completely overhauled, and the 
opportunity was taken to tune the engine. Already at +040 the block 
was bored to +060 the crank balanced and the rods were polished. A 
new set of piston were also fitted. A Kent 266 cam in good condition 

was already fitted and reused. The cylinder head was skimmed, 
unleaded inserts fitted, together with new valves - 27mm exhaust and 
34mm inlet valves were fitted. A competition clutch plate was also 
fitted. I already had a Cooper free flow exhaust manifold and RC40 
silencer which was reused.

Over the years I had added Mk1 Cooper S discs, an S brake 
master cylinder, an S servo, electronic ignition, period radio and 
now took the opportunity to add twin tanks. Competition bump 
stops were fitted to the rear hydrolastic suspension and shock 
absorbers to the front, in order to stiffen up the hydrolastic 
suspension – which has improved the cornering ability further. 
This was a tip I had read many years ago in the David Marshall, Ian 
Fraser Mini book.

Having just run in the engine it is now ready to clock up some miles 
next year. As you can see from the photos the restoration has been 
expertly carried out by Ted and his crew.

I make no apologies for the S badging, after all Minis are all about 
personalising them to your own requirements! And should an S unit 
become available it may well be purchased and fitted at some stage in 
the future. 

Many thanks Ray, next month we shall include some updates from 
Toby Beasley who was prompted to write after seeing his name in the 
register report.

Until next month,

Barbara Alexander
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Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Well, here we are the December issue, 
another year gone but certainly not 
forgotten. Thanks to everyone who 
has contributed to The Register in this 
landmark 50th year of the Mk11 Mini, 
whether that be items for this column 
or providing cars for displays, it’s much 
appreciated. I am looking forward to 
next year already.

It is funny how a chance conversation, 
email or social media post these days, 
can lead to an interesting outcome. 
Bryan, a friend at our local classic car 
meet, used to be in the Traffic Police 
and has a keen interest in old cop cars. 

Knowing my interest in the Mk11 Cooper S, Bryan sends me photos 
of Mk11 S Police cars now and again when he comes across them. He 
recently sent me one of a car he thought I’d be interested in as it had 
a similar registration prefix to my own car. The registration of the car 
is EWC 456H, close to EWA 172H. This got me a bit excited thinking 
I'd found a Sheffield Police car. After contacting a few people I was a 
little deflated to be told that EWC actually refers to a Chelmsford, 
Essex registered car. Not to worry though, still an interesting car.

As you can see from the photos, EWC was in the later ‘jam sandwich’ 
livery rather than the earlier monotone white. Interesting features are 
the VW Beetle indicators on the wing tops, presumably due to the 
spot lamp position, which in turn is no doubt due to the siren/speaker 
position. When checking out the registration prefix, friend and fellow 
Sheffield Mk11 S owner Dave Johnson mentioned that a friend of his, 
Mike Holmes, used to own this car, quite a coincidence. Dave then 
kindly put me in touch with Mike who confirmed he did own EWC 
between 1971 and 1977. He lived in the Southend-on-Sea area at 
the time and bought the car from a motor dealer in Hadleigh, who in 
turn had sourced the car from an Essex police auction after EWC had 
ended its two year service as a patrol car. It’s interesting to see that 
the car retained the indicator and spot lamp positions whilst in Mike’s 
ownership. Mike told me all about his time with EWC, he clearly 
enjoyed owning it and even got away with rebuilding the engine in his 
bedroom - parents were more relaxed back then! He eventually sold 
it through the Exchange and Mart in 1977.

Checking the register, EWC 456H does have an entry way back in 
the early 1990s. The car was registered by Trevor Phillipson from 

Nick Hunter

Leicester. As a long shot I thought I’d try the contact number given 
and was lucky to be able to speak to Trevor.  I think you can guess 
what’s coming; Trevor does indeed still own EWC. A good chat with 
Trevor revealed that he bought the car in 1994 from a repair garage 
in the Leicester area in a very sorry state for the princely sum of 
£300. The car had clearly had a hard life in the period 1977to1994. 
The shell was in a particularly poor state as the photos show and 
Trevor had to re-shell the car, luckily he found a matching year 
Mk11 Mini 850 rolling shell as a donor. He was careful to remove 
all the S parts from the old car for refitting to the donor shell. 

Trevor Phillipson’s car EWC 456H in its Police car livery.
Note the VW Beetle indicators and positioning of spot lamps

EWC when owned by Mike Holmes still wearing the indicators and 
spot lamps

Rear view of EWC, apologies for the Vauxhall Victor getting in the way

EWC as bought by Trevor Phillipson in 1994 and shell beyond saving
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Cooper Mk 2 Register

I am pleased to say my email inbox has been a bit busier this month 
and so many thanks to everyone who contacted me, including Keith 
Smith who contacted me regarding his 1968 Austin Cooper. Keith has 
owned his car for some years and it now requires restoration.  Sadly, 
he does not have the time to do it and at the time he contacted me 
he would ideally have liked to sell the car to another club member 
who has the time and energy for such a project. 

The car is currently a rolling (sold) shell, and the previous owner had, 
Keith thinks, replaced the front panel, wings and sills, and the car has 
clearly had other patches over the years in other areas. Keith has 
various pieces of the car’s history going back to the 1980s including 
bills, MOTs etc.  Earlier this year when he was feeling optimistic 
he even had the engine professionally rebuilt, so any new owner 
would not have that job to do. Keith was asking if I knew of any club 
member looking for a project. Unfortunately, I was unable to help 
because I was away at the time with limited access to the internet and 
very ‘iffy’ wi fi when I did.  However, I have since heard from Keith 
and the good news is his brother in law showed an interest in the car 
s and has since bought the car off Keith. On the up side, at least Keith 
will now be able to see the completion of the project he started. I’m 
sure he will get to drive it too! 

As I mentioned, I have been away but thanks to the wonders of the 
internet, I have been able to keep up with my emails on a limited 
basis due to unreliable wi fi connections. So please accept my 
apologies   for the sometimes delayed responses from me. It was very 
frustrating and not for the want of trying,

Paul Marlborough got in touch while I was away asking if I had 
details of a car he was considering purchasing. I explained my 
situation and that I was thus unable to access my records, but he still 
went to view the car. Paul has previously owned 3 MKII Coopers 

Graham Robinson

The engine needed a full rebuild and was sent away for specialist 
attention. Unfortunately, Trevor did not complete the rebuild as 
other family life priorities took over; a familiar tale. Sadly, the engine 
was left with the engine builder for a number of years and when 
Trevor finally went to collect it, it had been mislaid, a real shame. 
On the plus side, most of the other unique S parts are still on or 
stored with the car. As you can see there is a lot of work to do, 
but the car is definitely a viable rebuild project. Trevor is currently 
weighing up the options for a way forward with the car. 

Another view of EWC as bought by Trevor, note the shell is 
partially deseamed

EWC as it looks today, ripe for restoration

Present day interior photo

I've put Mike in touch with Trevor and I suspect there will be some 
long conversations about this car. Does anyone remember it from the 
1977- 1993 period? If you have any information to help complete its 
history let me know and I’ll pass it on. Thanks to Bryan for setting the 
ball rolling on this one.

That’s it for this year then, it just leaves me to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and happy New Year, enjoy the break.

Until next year

Nick Hunter 

Present day boot shot showing boot board brackets and right hand 
tank transferred from the original shell
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Cooper S Mk 3 Register

A car that I didn’t have full details for 
made an appearance up in a Barons 
Auction in October. PHK 666K, a Teal 
Blue example built in April 1971, with 
some 76,000 miles on the clock, had 
been below the radar for many years.

The first owner was reputedly an 
ex WW2 Wellington bomber pilot 
who kept the car until 2003 although 
he didn’t drive it after 1990. Apart 
from some Wood and Pickett seats 
installed shortly after purchase the 
car was standard, although at some 

point it was painted green/beige. After Simon Wheatcroft

but upon viewing the car decided against the purchase. However, 
all may not be lost. A follow up to a register vehicle registration by 
Steve Nash may be the answer to Paul’s search for his 4th MKII. 
Steve put details of his two MKIIs on the register, WDJ 279G and 
TLV 769H respectively. I contacted Steve because TLV is a late car 
and I wondered if it was in a MKIII colour.  Unfortunately, it turned 
out to be a Snowberry white car but I did learn that he used to rally 
WDJ with Stuart Lawrence back in the 90s, about the time I started 
doing the MCR ‘Downs’ and ‘Fosse’ rallies. Steve has said he would 
try and see if he has any information of the events the car competed 
on and hopefully I may be able to include them in a future report. 
WDJ is in the process of being restored and Steve does not have the 
time to restore TLV.  Bought as a basket case when he moved to 
Wales, it might be just the car for Paul.  

George Comfort contacted me to say his father had just purchased 
Morris Cooper registered RKK 836G and asked if I had any 
information on the car. The car was purchased in Ireland where it 
has spent at least the last 10 years. The registration is not known to 
me and is not recorded on the central register database either.  All 
I could tell him was that the car was registered in Maidstone Kent. 
George has since sent me the details and it has some nice extras 
fitted.  If you know of the cars history, can you please contact me 
and I will pass it on to George.  

Well that’s about it for another year so many thanks to everyone who 
has contributed to my reports over the year, and to everyone that has 
displayed their cars at various shows. I can’t do it without your help 
and it is very much appreciated.

And finally, Merry Christmas to you and your families.  

Until next time,

Merry Coopering. 

Graham Robinson 

its sale in 2003, PHK was rebuilt – the receipts for which total 
over £10,000 which, unfortunately, included a new bodyshell and 
poor attention to detail. Returning to the road in 2010 it had been 
barely used prior to the auction. The guide price was £22,000 to 
£26,000 and it actually sold for £22,550. However, before you 
could say ‘where’s the dash vinyl?’ it was for sale at a classic car 
dealers in the New Forest for £31,995. Quite some mark up and, 
at that price, I suspect it might still be there when the Beaulieu 
MCR Mini Day comes around next June should you want to pop 
along and view it.

A car that was in the past frequently seen at Mini shows but 
disappeared after changing hands about ten years ago was FYX 13J. 
A Bronze yellow example also built in April 1971, about a week 

PHK 666J somewhere in the New Forest

You might be able to make out the taller than standard bootboard 
brackets – these are riveted in place, they should of course be spot 
welded on a Mk 3 S. At least the bootboard looks original

Another view of EWC as bought by Trevor, note the shell is 
partially deseamed

FYX 13J still looking very tidy
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Rover Cooper Register

A recent question on one of the Mini 
Facebook forums came up from an 
owner enquiring about a replacement 
cylinder head gasket for his MPi Rover 
Mini Cooper. 

The responses that came back 
recommended the genuine factory 
replacement GUG 702560 HG. 
Asbestos free, and Payan stamped 
AF470, this gasket bears the stamping 
number LVL100380. With a reputation 
for good reliability, the latest version 
of the GUG 702560 HG has a different 
black rubber type O ring seal fitted on 
the rocker supply gallery. 

The above is fine for the standard factory engine, but for cars with 
tuned A+ 1275cc engines for competition use (including those 
fitted with an 8 port alloy cylinder head) where the said rocker 
feed sealing ring might cause problems, a better option is the 
original type TAM1521 (Payan stamped BK450). Finished in black, 
and also asbestos free, with copper type sealing rings, the TAM 
1521 is a composite reinforced gasket that was also used on the 
1300 Metro range, including the MGs. It has a compressed volume 
of approximately 3.3cc. The design of this gasket is known to act 
as a thermal barrier between the cylinder head and the cylinder 
block which, in turn, can lead to an unwelcome increase in engine 
temperature. Where excess heat is an issue, there is a tried and 
tested solution for that too…

For better heat conductivity with combined reliability, the GEG300 
copper/steel head gasket is the favoured choice of engine tuners. Mini 
Spares have made their own version based on the original AF460 pre 
2000 design plus the old Payen Special tuning C-AHT188, but with 
superior sealing rings. Its compressed volume is 3.4cc.

For full race engines, and especially those with an 8 port alloy head 
and/or 73.5mm bores, the 3 layer steel C-AHT189 is the ultimate 
solution. At 30 thou thick, it has no fire/compression ring which 
would otherwise damage an aluminium cylinder head.

John Parnell

after PHK, and was enthusiastically owned by John Earley for a 
number of years. Of late it seems to have covered minimal annual 
mileage and still looks very tidy. The asking price for this car is 
£21,500 which seems a bargain in today’s market.

Last month I included a picture of the early Mk 3 Passport to 
Service that you received with your new car. This month here is the 
later style; the one shown is for a Morris but there was an orange 
coloured version if your shiny new Mk 3 S was purchased from an 
Austin dealership.

And finally, seasons greeting to all the Mk 3 S owner members out there.

Simon Wheatcroft

FYX does have what appears to be a Downton cylinder head on it 
so the badge on the front of the rocker box may well be justified

The GUG 702560 HG gasket was fitted on all 1275cc Minis from 
late 1993 to Oct 2000

The GEG300 copper/steel head gasket combines good heat 
conductivity with reliability

The Morris version of the Passport to Service is part number AKD 7735
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Having established the chassis (VIN) range for the UK spec 1998 Mini 
Cooper Sports LEs in November’s edition of CooperWorld, expect 
the bulk of any Japanese spec imports of this model to have VIN’s in 
the range above 165,000. 

In closing this topic, the earliest known Mini Cooper Sports LE was 
recently spotted up for sale on eBay. Interestingly, even though it is a 
UK spec car, the seller had inexplicably included the Japanese moniker 
‘BSCC’ as part of a very poorly worded header description that was 
well beyond any average buyer search. Nicely restored, and with only 
41,000 miles on the clock, it appears to have been sold for £7,995 on 
a ‘Buy It Now’ listing.

Until next month…

Have an enjoyable Christmas and my best wishes for 2018

John Parnell 

Studying the above prompted me to check out the Rover parts list 
to see what the factory was offering by way of cylinder head gaskets 
for production 1275cc Mini Coopers made between 1990 and 2000. 
Below is the audit trail history:

1. The standard head gasket for all Rover Coopers from the RSP 
and Mainstream cars through to mid production of the SPi models 
was the TAM 1521. Given that the Rover Cooper engine was 
basically the same as the MG Metro, the shared component content 
is no great surprise. 

2. TAM 1521 became NLA (no longer available) at the end of 1994 
and was temporarily replaced by GUG 2507 HG. This was clearly a 
stop-gap measure and no engine number change points are given.

3. GUG 702560 HG was first listed in January 1995 and made its 
production line debut on UK spec SPi Rover Mini Cooper engine 
number 12A2EF77282002. This equates to a production date 
towards the end of 1993. The same gasket was also adopted on the 
low compression 1275cc Mini engines at this same time. 

4. GUG 702560 HG remained standard fitment throughout the rest 
of 1275cc Mini production to the very last car in October 2000.
 
BSCC Puzzle Solved

In my September 2017 report (pages 42 – 44) covering the 1998 Mini 
Cooper Sports LE, reference was made to Japanese spec versions of 
this model that were described as the ‘BSCC Mini Cooper LE’. At 
the time of that report it was unclear what the origins of that model 
name were.

Fortunately, I recently happen to come across a Rover Japan sales 
brochure confirming that the 1998 Mini Cooper Sports LE was 
indeed marketed as the ‘Mini Cooper BSCC Limited’. BSCC is the 
abbreviation for British Sports Car Club, a name that sounds like it 
ought to currently exist here in the UK, but the only car club of that 
name I could find is based in London, Ontario, Canada.

Judging from the production quality of the brochure, it is obvious 
that considerably more cars were on offer in Japan than the 100 
made for the UK market, which only warranted a postcard’s worth 
of advertising literature. If one of our many friends in Japan would be 
kind enough to offer to translate the text on the brochure’s pages, I 
will happily send scans to them.

The inside spread of the brochure shows John Rhodes putting R912 
EOE - the as yet unidentified publicity car - through its paces at 
Silverstone. New tyres all round please!

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

1966 Austin Cooper 1275 S Hooper/
Radford conversion: LLO 836D

Leading London auctioneers, Bonhams, 
are ending the year with a top line up 
of classic cars with one car of particular 
interest for me; Ringo Starr’s unique 
Hooper/Radford Mini Cooper S.

The Beatles manager, Brian Epstein, 
through his car company Brydor Cars, 
was the first owner of the car in May 
1966 but he then sold it to Ringo, 
who in turn sold it in December the 
following year. The story I’ve heard 
several times about the car, is that 
Ringo required a hatch back adaptation 

as he needed space to transport his drum kit to venues. To my mind 
this notion is highly unlikely, particularly when at the time, the band 
would have been travelling with all their musical equipment around 
the world in planes, tour coaches and lorries. However, there is an 
old photo displaying his drums in cases squeezed into the car with 
the back seat down, so they did at least fit. He may of course at 
some point have taken his drum kit himself to a recording studio 
session. By coincidence, I spoke to the present car’s owner Peter 
Smith, an antiques dealer, about fifteen years ago at a British Mini 
Club show, who explained that he also played drums in a band and 
often used the Mini to transport his kit.

Steve BurkinshawThe 1998 Mini Cooper Sports LE was sold as the ‘Mini Cooper 
BSCC Limited’ in Japan

‘Smoking’ John Rhodes puts publicity car, R912 EOE, through its 
paces at Silverstone
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Peter had inherited the car from his father and back in 1991 had the 
car restored by Naylor Brothers, MG specialists, based in Shipley, 
West Yorkshire. Although Wood and Pickett de-seamed large 

numbers of their Minis, Radfords only de-seamed their last few 
models from 1969 to 1972. Only a handful of Minis and Coopers 
were coach built by Hoopers and none, to my knowledge, were de-
seamed. So I’m convinced that this car was altered long after Ringo’s 
ownership. A few more items stand out on this car too; the front 
seats (made by Huntmaster) are not of the Hooper design, and their 
horizontal flutes are out of keeping with original Hooper made rear 
seats with vertical flutes. Additionally, the aluminium after-market 
wheel arches were probably added much later to cover the 1970s 
style shiny alloy wheels which have the wrong offset.  
 
Back in 1992, Practical Classics magazine featured LLO soon after its 
Naylor Brothers restoration; the cost of the work was a staggering 
£17,000 – maybe this high cost was due in part to the de-seaming 
work? What stood out in the magazine was the headline; ‘Ringo’s 
Radford’. Actually, it was Hooper that started the alterations off with 

Extract from Practical Classics feature from February 1992

A drum set fits in the rear – Just!

Ringo Starr’s formerly owned Hooper Hatchback

Engine bay could do with some TLC

Austin/Morris 1100 side and indicator lights and crude support rods 
for hatch back door

Elegant Hooper custom walnut dashboard and Huntmaster cloth 
and vinyl front seats
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Innocenti Register

As we draw to the end of another year, 
very few ‘new’ Innocenti Mini Coopers 
have joined the register, but some new 
cars have surfaced on various Innocenti 
internet pages, which I keep a close 
eye on.

By the time you read this report, Peter 
Barratt’s restored Blu Scuro German 
spec Cooper 1300 Export will have 
made its debut outing at the big classic 
car show at the NEC in Birmingham 
on the weekend of the 10th to 12th of 
November. Well done Peter a fantastic 
achievement!

The internet is a great invention and has 
made the availability of spare parts to everyone with a mobile phone 
or computer. I remember around twenty years ago, you would hear 
of someone selling Innocenti spares in Italy, or surrounding European 
countries and then you'd have the long drawn out process of using a 
FAX machine or emails to communicate with the person selling the 
spares. Since ebay and internet forums, have become the norm for 
finding spares it is a lot easier as the people selling them are owners 
or enthusiasts, so the parts are usually correct. When the advertised 
parts aren't correct, there is always an army of people with the 
knowledge ready to point this out.

I personally find that the worst places to buy spares from are the 
general Italian classic car spares dealers on ebay, who cater for 
all makes including the likes of Fiat, Alfa, Lancia, Autobianchi and 
Innocenti. If you have your old part for reference, then stamped part 

Foster Charlton

their repaint, installation of a sun roof, electric windows; custom 
dashboard and seats etc. And then they attached three of their 
distinct chrome with red enamel Hooper badges to the A-panels and 
rear door. The car was a Hooper and not a Radford although there is 
apparently a Radford badge on the car somewhere. What probably 
took place is that during the build the Hooper was delivered three 
miles away to Radford’s in Hammersmith, who specialised in rear 
door conversions. I once owned a 1964 1275 S Hooper that was 
first owned by the 1960/70s singer, Anita Harris, which also had a 
hatch back conversion carried out by Radford. The Harris car had 
the external rear top hinges and the original boot design whereas the 
Ringo’s car has a fibre glass one-piece moulding with cleverly formed 
hidden loop type hinges which allows the rear gutter to be retained. 
The twin tanks are neatly covered in black carpets to match the 
interior. Considering the cost Ringo’s car back in 1966, I would have 
thought a more refined method could have been used to support the 

Most of the interior looking correct for the period with the 
exception of the front seat which are of a later fitment

Did the hatchback conversion make the Mini more practical?

Rear view showing the ‘bespoke’ VW tail light units installed horizontally

rear hatch rather than two 1.5m pivoting steel rods. Nevertheless, 
the door fits the hand-made aperture very well and allows just 
enough room for the VW Beetle rear lights which have been fitted 
horizontally on specially flared panels.

The Bonhams’ auction takes place on the 2nd December and the 
auction catalogue states that the car has been in the same family 
ownership for over forty years. In the buff logbook, which I've seen, 
the names Brian Epstein and second owner Richard Starkey (Ringo’s 
real name) appear and just add to the appeal of the car. 

Now take a deep breath, the estimated value of the car is given as 
between £90,000- £120,000 plus commission. Quite a big increase 
on £18,000 which Peter Smith talked about selling the car for fifteen 
years ago!
 
Steve Burkinshaw

The Hooper badgeing clearly confirms the car to have principally 
been a Hooper converted one
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Mini Super Register

In my report the month before last, 
I reported that there had been an 
increase of only two Super discoveries 
to my register during the past twelve 
months. Amazingly, since then three 
more have come to light, two of 
which I reported on last month and 
the third which has appeared in 
Northern Ireland. 

Discovered recently by Walter 
McCrea, this car was spotted at a 
show. Walter had contacted me before 
with details of another Super which 
sadly has not survived. This latest Super 
is, by all accounts, fairly complete and 

in reasonable condition. Its owner had no idea it was a Super. It is 
a February built Austin, finished in Almond green and white. Sadly, 
it no longer bears its original registration number 9443 DD, this 
presumably was removed and sold a number of years ago – anybody 
remember this car?

Although the following has been included in one of my reports 
previously, I have updated it slightly and may be of interest to some 
members to re-read:

All Mini Coopers, Austin and Morris, were built at Longbridge. 
This has led some people and some websites to state that all 
Supers were also built at Longbridge, but this is incorrect. Both 
Austin and Morris cars were sold in fairly equal numbers although 
this has yet to be confirmed because, although I have recorded 
all Austin Supers, I have not yet completed the recording of all 
Morris build records held at Gaydon. However, a very large 
number of Austin badged Supers were built at Cowley. In fact 
during Feb, March, Aug, and September most Austin production 
was at Cowley, with May, June, July, and October seeing about 

Garry Dickens

numbers or the actual part in hand is great to use for comparison. If 
you don't have an original part for reference and rely on the seller’s 
description, then this is where problems occur. 
You often see these general classic spares dealers listing Innocenti 
parts that are totally wrong for your particular Innocenti Mini type.
I'm guessing it's because a generic Innocenti application is listed on 
the box or packaging, and because the spares seller doesn't have an 
original Innocenti parts catalogue for specific reference.

Over the past few months I've had three owners contact me after 
buying new old stock Veglia Borletti fuel tank sender units from 
ebay  which the seller had (at €60 each) and were listed as fitting 
the Innocenti Mini and Cooper. All three of the fuel senders bought 
were Veglia Borletti one, but for fitment to the later Innocenti Mini 
90 and 120 hatchbacks. The problem with these sender units is that 
the pickup pipe length and orientation of the fuel outlet on the face of 
the sender unit are different to the standard Mini type. Of course, the 
seller would not refund the money because he listed the senders as 
‘Innocenti Mini’ parts. The seller said in all three cases that the buyer 
did not read the description fully. Just because parts are listed as being 
Innocenti does not mean that they are correct for your car. You need 
to bear in mind all of the different models of Innocenti car produced 
and not just assume that they will be correct for your Mini.

If in any doubt, then contact me before buying, as I can usually tell if the 
part is correct just by looking at the item. I also have old parts catalogues 
for other Innocenti models for when part numbers are critical. 

That's all for this month.

Seasons greetings and a peaceful 2018 for all. 

Foster Charlton

half the Austins built there. The summary therefore is if you add 
the number of Austin Supers built at Cowley to the total Morris 
production it would be fairly accurate to say that something like 
three quarters of Super production was at Cowley.

A breakdown of production numbers and dates will form the 
basis of a future report, together with a study of the early Cooper 
production, to see if an increase in their production coincides 
with the period where main production of the Austin Super was 
at Cowley.

In theory, exterior and interior trimming features of the Super 
were identical to that of the Cooper. Furthermore, as production 
of the Super began in June and Cooper in July, it is possible that 
the later adopted the former car’s level of trim, not the other 
way around. The differences between the Super and Cooper in 
external appearance are badges (standard Mini) and radiator grilles 
(based on standard grilles but embellished with extra chrome bars) 
and of course exhaust size!

Interior differences are: the speedometer, gear lever (standard double 
cranked ‘magic-wand’ type but chrome-plated) and its position. It is 
worth mentioning that the Super’s speedo, SN4408/10, seems unique 
in that no other Mini has it fitted that I am aware of. However, there 
can be some very slight differences between cars built at Longbridge 
and those built at Cowley.

I have been able to record only a very small number of surviving 
Longbridge Austin Supers, the earliest being a car owned by 
George Powditch. This car is 1961 October built and within the 
first one hundred or so Longbridge cars built. Although needing full 
restoration, it is largely original, especially the interior. As all Cooper 
production was at Longbridge, it would be reasonable to assume 
that George’s car should be identical to the very early Cooper and 
therefore a good source of reference.

The Super was introduced as the ‘Austin Super Seven’ and ‘Morris 
Super Mini-Minor’, being launched together with the Cooper 997 in 
September 1961. Interestingly, some early BMC publicity material 
referred to the Cooper as the ‘sports-car version of the Super’.

The first Austin Super Seven produced was on the 7th June 1961 
and had the chassis number A2S7S 125538. The first Morris Super 
Mini-Minor however was produced on the 16th June 1961and was 
allocated the chassis number MA2S4S 75533.

Initially, production was very limited; no more than a couple of 
hundred cars were built up to November 1961. A pre-November 
1961 Super is indeed a very rare car. From the beginning of 
November ‘61, batches of Austin badged cars were built at the 
Morris plant at Cowley, identified by the letter ‘M’ at the end of the 
chassis number. At this point production was increased to provide a 
total of about 2,000 units by the end of December.

From January 1962 the cars were renamed as the Austin Super Mini 
and the Morris Super Mini, together with changes to marketing 
material, from cars with the chassis numbers A2S7S 201201 and 
MA2S4S 100623 respectively. However, some later Austins continued 
to be badged as ‘Sevens’ up to as late as June; possibly some, if not all 
of these cars, were Cowley built cars.

General production of Austin Super Minis ceased in October 1962, 
but a very small number were built up to mid November for export. 
Final cars built were chassis numbers: A2S7S 307124 (home market) 
and A2S7S 307157 (exported to Lisbon). The last Morris Super Mini 
was chassis number MA2S4S 148816. It is believed a total of around 
14,000 Supers were produced in all. 

Finally, my usual request that if you own, have owned, or know of any 
Super or have any stories or anecdotes relating to one, then please 
get in touch, even if it no longer exists. 

Garry Dickens
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The principle of trading on past glories and nostalgia has long been 
a feature of marketing the MINI range and, finally, the 1275GT has 
become the focus of the latest model launch. The resulting offering 
is the 1499GT, with a 3 cylinder 1500cc engine and styling clearly 
acknowledging its GT ancestor with its body stripes and graphics.

I will leave it to David Young to provide the detail on the MINI GT, 
however I am curious about the Sandglow 1275GT used in the 
promotional images, TFR 327J. This is a real car and shows a valid 
tax and mot status with the DVLA. It does not feature in our register 
as a member’s car, so does anyone know who its owner is? I would 
be very interested to know how TFR 327J became involved in the 
photo shoot for this promotion and what its owner experienced in 
the process. 

Alan Clark

1275GT Register

Richard Derrick’s 1972 GT, registered 
PJT 581K is certainly not a car for 
the cotton wool treatment that many 
classics are treated to; Richard prefers 
the more active approach!

Hill-climbs are the preferred discipline in 
Richard’s case and his regular attendance 
at the Harewood Hill Climb has proven 
that his GT can still hold it’s own against 
later machinery. Usually in Class 1A for 
modified cars up to 1400cc, Richard’s 
opposition has included Peugeot 205s 
and an ultra-rare Alpine Renault A110.

Ten miles North of Leeds the 
Harewood track is just under a mile in 

length and is unique in the hill climb world in having a downhill section 
where torque and flexibility count as much as outright power.

This is reflected in Richard’s modest level of tuning the 1380cc 
engine which features an SW10 cam and split Webers. All carefully 
assembled by his fellow racer John Askew, with 78bhp at the wheels, 
and driveability with reliability have been built into the specification.

Second in class has been Richard’s highest result this season, but with 
plans for improvements during the winter a win in 2018 could be on 
the cards! So, if you are keen to see some hill climb action watch out for 
events at Harewood, and if you wanted to dip your toe in the competition 
world, I’m sure Richard would offer some tips on how to get involved. My 
thanks go to David Copley for the use of his action photos of Richard.

Alan Clark

Richard on the limit, two wheels is sufficient

Richard gets his ‘race face’ on

GTs from two eras

46 years on and the GT is rebornNo penalties for exceeding the track limits
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MINI 1499 GT 

The latest special edition MINI to join 
the MINI family dips back into the 
brand’s heritage, with a tenuous link to 
the original Mini 1275 GT Clubman is is 
thus called the MINI 1499 GT. Claimed 
to produce 102 hp and a 0-60mph in 
10.1 seconds courtesy of its Twin Power 
Turbo three-cylinder engine, the 1499 
GT is not going to be the fastest MINI 
in the range. The car will be built in a 
limited production run of just 1,499 cars 
between November 2017 and February 
2018, and will have an on the road, price 
starting at £16,990. There will be a choice 
of two colours, Pepper white or Midnight 

black. In Midnight black, the car gets distinctive gold 1499 GT side stripes. 
Pepper white models feature the same distinctive graphics but in black. 

Additional exterior features include the MINI John Cooper Works 
Sports Pack, featuring 17” Track Spoke alloy wheels in black, dark tinted 
windows and white indicator lenses. The styling pack includes distinctive 
John Cooper Works front and rear bumpers, side skirts, a split level 
spoiler and John Cooper Works door entry plates. Interior features 
include John Cooper Works Sports seats in Dinamica and leather and 
JCW badges, a JCW steering wheel in perforated leather with Chilli 
red stitching and multi-function controls, cruise control, a Visual Boost 
radio with MINI Connected smartphone compatibility and Piano black 
interior trim, along with Carbon black interior details and an Anthracite 
headlining. A sports suspension completes the MINI 1499 GT package, 
which also includes all of the standard equipment found on the MINI One 
Hatch. This includes features such as; independent rear suspension, a six-
speed manual gearbox with sports-car inspired rev matching technology, 
air conditioning and all-round disc brakes.

My JCW
I thought it would be great to take part in the MCR Off Peak run as I 
love the countryside, and that it would be easy to get to via the A21-
M25-M1-A55. So some 200 miles - no trouble. 

David Young

However, first obstacle, 4 dogs and no dog sitter so I go alone then.  
Second obstacle no navigator, but then Josie Voss said she would 
navigate for me. Third obstacle, Friday traffic and 6 hours to do 200 
miles. Arrived at the hotel where we had nice food including a great 
breakfast and great company. 

The next morning at 10’ o clock we had a briefing and off we go.  
Weather was not too good though, but the roads were nice and Josie 
was brilliant. Nice pub lunch, I have never seen so many Nachos fit 
on a plate! (could be an obstacle but I think I will let that go). The 
afternoon run, was very leisurely. Back to the hotel, quick wash and 
go down for dinner. A very nice carvery as it happend.

Sunday morning 10 ish we all set of again for part 2 of the run. All going 
well until Tissington. Fourth obstacle and in the middle of nowhere in 
particular, Malcolm and Jonathan Voss stop the cars, one by one, to 
tell them that the ford is not too high, and yes, my car should be OK. 
So off we set. The fifth obstacle, get through the ford, but halfway in 
and Traction Control, ABS, DSC etc all flash, car stops. Blue MINI sign 
appears on the Sat Nav, ‘Problem with systems, please proceed slowly’. I 
try to start the car all in vain - nothing but a horrible smell. So we stayed 
still. Sarah Voss (bless her) came running into the very cold ford and 
attached a towing strap. Then the nice man in a big Range Rover pulled 
the car out. It still had a flat battery so I decided to call the MINI Rescue 
service. Sixth obstacle I had no signal on the phone. Jonathan manages 
to get a small signal so I call MINI Rescue using his phone. A very swift 
operation then kicks in. A transporter arrives to pick up the car, and a taxi 
sent to take us to East Midlands Airport to pick up a hire car. All in just 
over an hour. My sidekick Malcolm Voss keeping me company through 
out,  just like the good old days when were in the Scouts together! 

We arrive at airport. Seventh obstacle (keep up at the back) MINI had 
not contacted the hire company yet. MINI had been trying to reach me 
on Jonathan’s phone! I ring them back and give them my number - MINI 
then call Enterprise and all is good. The eighth obstacle, Enterprise 
have to rent me a MINI, but there are no MINIs available. The manager 
decides to take us to their Nottingham branch were they do have a 
MINI. The Ninth obstacle and the branch is closed. So, we all jump in a 
large AMG Mercedes and the boss takes Malcolm and me downtown! 
The car already and waiting, a black MINI Cooper Diesel. All forms 
signed, so we make our way back to the hotel. The returning crews all 
get together for a bit of light banter. I decide to head back ‘down South’. 

Monday morning and I call MINI in Nottingham to authorise an hour of 
labour inorder to diagnose the trouble with my car. A flat battery they 
say, so charge it overnight. Obstacle ten, my 6 month old JCW will not 
turn over. A bit of water in the airbox apparently and so they suggest I 
call my insurance company!

Part 2 next month.  Believe me, it gets worse!

David Young
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

meeting is at 8.00pm, on 
Thursday 21st September 

Tortworth Court Hotel bar, just off the M5 J14: https://
www.phcompany.com/de-vere/tortworth-court  

David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

  Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire First Tuesday of the month
At 7.00pm

Marrowbone & Cleaver, High Street, Kirmington, 
Lincolnshire DN39 6YZ

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

  Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Scotland Sunday 12th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org
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Bristol, Glocs & Somerset Region

October has passed quickly. The classic car/Mini world is slowing down for the winter break and 
so things have been relatively quiet.
 
On the 8th October I visited the Mini Malvern Day at the three counties showground. If you 
haven’t been, the location is very picturesque with the Malvern Hills as a backdrop to a number of 
picture-postcard views and properties around the location.
There was a good selection of classic and modern Minis and a large autojumble. I found a number 
of interesting parts including a rare ‘Made in Coventry’ stamped radiator for just £20.
 
On the 19th October Ian Williams and I attended the Hampshire MCR meet up. Despite the 
tail end of hurricane Brian, we enjoyed meeting Sally and Tony Salter and other members. 
The highlight was our MCR BGS difficult Mini themed quiz that had the Hampshire members 
scratching their heads. If you haven’t seen it, I attach it for your amusement. 12 correct answers is 
the number to beat (without cheating).
 
During October my search for a Mini and a MINI has continued. I looked at a 1979 Mini estate, 
but that needed way too much welding having spent 5 plus years in long grass. Then I went to see 
a Mk2 Cooper S with race history however, after noticing a Webasto roof (yes really) and thinking 
that must be a first….. I began to realise it wasn’t an S and had never raced in its life!  

More interestingly, I have been researching the new MINI and trying to work out if any models 
are, or potentially will, go up in value. There are two obvious choices – either one of the first new 
BMW 2001 MINIs or a MINI GP. Both are interesting but perhaps tracks well-worn and so I have 
been looking at the limited editions. I then realised that actually there are a few interesting MINIs 
and that they are all linked to the Mini’s 50th anniversary in 2009. In brief, my favourites are for 
sheer pace - the MINI JCW Championship 50, for every extra - the Clubman Hampton and, by far, 
the pick has to be the Mini inspired by Goodwood – jointly developed by MINI and Rolls Royce, 
costing £41,000 new and limited to 1,000 units.  

If you prefer a brand new MINI then a new limited edition is just about to be launched – the 
MINI 1499 GT. Limited to 1499 units, this car is a homage to the 1275GT (notice you don’t 
say Clubman 1275GT). It has a 3-cylinder turbocharged engine, mated to a 6-speed gearbox 
producing 102bhp. The car has JCW kit, looks very stylish and costs £16,990 or just £299 a month 
on finance. See picture attached.
 
Looking forward, I will be attending the Classic Car Show at Birmingham’s NEC on Friday 10th 
November – the MCR has a stand of course. On the 16th November MCR members may wish to 
attend the screening of Some like it Hot at the Aston Martin showroom, Cribbs Causeway. Another film 
presented by our friends at the http://www.bristolfilmfestival.com/ please visit their site for tickets.

That’s it from me.
 
David Dangerfield

Dorset Region

Our monthly meeting at Tyrell’s Ford Country Hotel on October 11th was well attended 
as always. As we now approach winter months and put our classics into hibernation, 
thoughts turn to proposed events for 2018.

On the 10th January we will have our post Christmas meal. On Valentine’s Day 
14th February will be a light hearted Mini quiz. Then Nigel and Hannah have kindly 
volunteered to lead a road run to the Haynes Motor Museum near Sparkford, Somerset 
on April 15th.

On May 5th we will be at the Downton Cuckoo Fair and Classic Car Show. June 
10th is Beaulieu of course and the Breamore Classic Car Show is in August - the 
date tbc.

REGIONAL REPORTS

MCR BGS QUIZ 
Name:……………………        Name:……………………       Name:………………………. 

 

1) The Mini started production in 1959  
Do you know which month? ……………………......... 
Do you know where the first Mini is now? ……………………………………………….. 
 
 

2) True or False?: Minis were made in Chile and had fiberglass bodies …………………………………… 
 
 

3) Which Mini model was still being made in 1989 – 1275GT, Moke or Van? ……………………………... 
 
 

4) True or False?: In Australia the Mini had a model called the Kangaroo ………………………………. 
 
 

5) True or False?: In South Africa the Mini had a model called the Wallaby ……………………………. 
 
 

6) In which year did BMW buy Mini? ………………………………… 
 
 

7) True or False?: Today Mini engines are co-developed by Peugeot? …………………………………………. 
 
 

8) What is the Top Speed of a 2017 Mini Cooper S Works: 133mph or 143mph or 153mph or 163mph 
 
 

9) In total the Classic Mini made around how many units?  5 million or 7 million or 10 million 
 
 

10) True or False?: Enzo Ferrari had 3 Minis? ………………………………… 
 
 

11) What is the correct / exact model name of the fastest production Mini? ………………………………………. 
 
 

12) Name three films where the Mini was the leading car star? 

i)………………………………………. 

ii) …………………………………….. 

iii) ……………………………………. 
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As we all really enjoyed our September run to Compton Abbas Airfield this year, Martin Charles has kindly offered to organise a road run to 
Fort Nelson in Portsmouth, the home of the Royal Armouries Museum. This is an excellent new venue for us and the September date will be 
confirmed later.

It is intended to continue with our meetings at the Tyrell’s Ford Hotel on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, apart from December. Any ideas or 
suggestions for 2018 are always welcome.

The picture attached is to remind us of sunny summer days as winter descends upon us.

Nick Stansmore

Kent Region 

Another great year for the Kent region, and I am already looking forward to 2018.

Highlights this year for us were the Ham Sandwich Run and the Off Peak Run 
organised by the Voss family from Kent with many Kent Members (and friends of 
Kent from other areas) taking part. Then the region also attended the main club 
show of the year at Beaulieu which is always a lovely social. We have attended other 
classic car shows at Deal and at Bearsted on the green. We personally missed the 
Mini Festival at Brands due to a family holiday but glad to say lots of you still attended 
and had a fun weekend.

We are already taking pre-bookings for the Ham Sandwich Run due to take place on 
the 19th August 2018. We should have the entry set up for early in the New Year, but 
you can reserve your space now, as in the last couple of years it will be limited to 40 
cars.

Next month we will publish a region events list for 2018, if there are any you would 
like to add please let us know.

Finally, crazy as it sounds, we can also start to consider our attendance at the IMM in 
2019 in Bristol. A very social event and along with many other regions we will make 
the trip on mass for a weekend of fun and camping.

All the best!

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. December is a pre booked Xmas meal so 
next meeting will be 10th January 2018 See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/472768396103194/

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

There is not a lot to report this month! Our October meeting was a quiet affair as the George and Dragon was undergoing some redecoration 
work and thus, some of the areas of the pub couldn’t be used, and our November meeting which will be our Quiz Night is still a few days away. 
The December meeting is our Christmas Dinner and at the time of writing has just sold out with 66 people anticipating an enjoyable evening of 

Christmas fayre, a prize draw and an after dinner talk by another of the great navigators 
the UK seems to produce. 

In the past of course we have had Stuart Turner, Nigel Raeburn and Graham Robson 
fill this slot admirably, and so this year to follow in those illustrious footsteps, Don 
Barrow is our guest. Don started his rally navigation career in 1957 with a win in 
the Novice class on his first event. This was followed by two more wins in the Semi-
Experts class which promoted him to the Expert class. Here he found much stiffer 
competition and it took until 1959 for him to reach the top step by winning outright. 
From there on, as they say, the rest is history and Don remained the navigator to beat 
on Road Rallies until he retired in 1973 to concentrate on his business ‘Don Barrow 
Rally Navigation’. 

Along the way Don won the navigator’s title in the Motoring News Rally 
Championship four times, was BTRDA Silver Star Rally Champion three times and 
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The Region’s Ham Sandwich Run starting at our 
keen supporters Broad Oak MINI

The lunch stop at the 
Gusbourne Vineyards

Timo Makinen and Don Barrow receiving instructions 
from Stuart Turner on the 1964 RAC Rally
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RAC Rally Champion and BTRDA Gold Star Rally Champion once each. He also 
competed at an international level, as part of the Rootes Group, BMC, Triumph, 
Ford Works teams along with Dealer Team Vauxhall. He joined the BMC Works 
team in 1964 partnering Timo Makinen three times that year for recceing the Alpine 
Rally, the Tour de France Auto and the Spa - Sofia - Liege, and competed with Timo 
on the Spa - Sofia - Liege from which they retired, and the RAC Rally where they 
finished second overall and first in class. In 1982 he was persuaded out of retirement 
by Barry ‘Whizzo’ Williams to navigate on the RAC Golden 50 Rally. This was the 
event that started classic rallying in the UK, and for Don, a ‘new’ career navigating 
on classic events. Since then he has competed on several events a year in the UK 
and Europe, even having to learn a new skill – Regularity Stages! Once again, some 
of the best classic car rally drivers were queuing up for his skills! More recently 
Don has turned to marshalling on historic events and acting as Route advisor or 
consultant for rallies in his area. With all this experience he is sure to have a few 
tales to tell! 

As a result of these notes in the September issue of CooperWorld, I have received 
an email from Harry Shepherd who is the son of Herbert Shepherd, the first owner 
of the of the Dodkins Cooper S racer SRF 900C. Harry attached a picture of his 
father sprinting the Cooper S at Curborough in 1965, and the car has a continuous 
competition history from new to the current day. Along the way, Lionel Dodkin won the 
St. Mary’s Trophy race at the first Goodwood Revival Meeting in 1998. There should be 
an ‘old’ and ‘new’ picture of SRF attached.

Now to future events.

I have mentioned the Christmas Dinner evening above so the first event of the New Year 
will be on Monday January 1st! This is the first time our January meeting has fallen on 
New Year’s Day, so I think in deference to hangovers, too full, or too tired, the meeting 
will be very low key. In fact at present it seems the pub may even be hors de combat on 
that night!

That is all for now, except to wish everyone a happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year. 
I hope to see many more MCR members in 2018. 

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Suffolk Region

To finish of this busy year, 
three photos of some of our 
recent outings. The first photo 
was taken on a Thursday 
evening outing of our group 
standing on Felixstowe’s new 
pier. The second photo was, 
again, on a Thursday evening 
run, when Peter took us to 
Harwich to view the busy 
Felixstowe docks as night fell. 
The third photo was taken at 
The White Horse Pub Ufford, 
as a final fling for the year, on 
a sunny Saturday in October. 
After enjoying a burger lunch at the pub, we had an outing past the Snape Maltings 
to Yoxford along the A1120, A140, A14, and A12, finishing with tea and cakes at the 
Wyvale Garden Centre before heading for home. 

We are having our Christmas dinner at the Cherry Tree Woodbridge on the first or second 
Thurs of Dec, so if you wish to attend, you may still be able to book a place, but do 
contact me soon.

Merry Christmas and Happy Motoring from the Suffolk Region. 

Ian MacPherson
07749936274

REGIONAL REPORTS

SRF 900C in 1965

SRF 900C in 2017
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Felixstowe New Pier Felixstowe Docks from Harwich 

Last show of 2017
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.  
All traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

Authi Mini Cooper 1300. 
Built in Spain in 1973 
makes this is an early 
built car. Originally 
registered in Valencia 
it was imported to 
the UK in late 1980s 
and converted to right 
hand drive at that time. 
Externally and internally 
it looks similar to an 
Innocenti Cooper but is 
much rarer - the bodyshell is much more like a UK car. Unleaded 
cylinder head conversion, leather seats, the fronts are recliners, 
radio. Long MOT and drives very nicely. Featured in Practical 
Classics a couple of years ago. Currently the cheapest route into 
1970s Cooper ownership. £7,995 ono.  
Tel: Simon (Midlands) 01827 830539.

Parts for sale

LUCAS reflective 
Service Board. This is 
the Entry to Service 
Board with white 
reflective discs. There 
is one disc missing but 
it does not detract. 
(Unfortunately I do 
not have the No 
Entry board with 
red reflective discs.) 
Ideal addition to the 
garage of a Works 
Mini owner. Mounted 
on hardboard and 
condition as in photo. 
£50 plus postage.  
Contact Tom Bradley 
01777 816155 or 
email petom@
btinternet.com 

Mini Cooper S (970) cylinder block plus 40 for sale. Offers
Contact: celticrecovery@eircom.net

Second hand front dry subframe for Cooper S (1964) complete. 
3 syncro AEG 333 gearbox complete and 4 Syncro Gearbox AEG 
1128 Complete. Contact celticrecovery@eircom.net
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2ND-GENERATION
COUNTRYMAN

Still a fun drive? We fi nd out

 FIRST DRIVE 

PLUS: 
■ Motorsport preview

■ JCW GPs in Turkey

■ Meets, shows, news

Dream machineR53 Cooper S has the lows and the power

R53 COOPER S RIDES ON AIRLASER BLUE R56 COOPER S 
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HANDS ON
CAMBER FIX
Find out how to fi t
adjustable rear arms 

NEW 
PROJECT 
COOPER

WE TAKE ON 
AN OBL

NEW 
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1963 MORRIS
TRAVELLER
RETIREMENT PROJECT
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WWW.MINIWORLD.CO.UK
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17 INSPIRING READERS’ MINIS
10 MUST-HAVE NEW PRODUCTS

PRO DETAILING TIPS TO SHINE UP YOUR MINI 
PROJECT UPDATE: FITTING ESTATE WINDOW TRIMS

2

Mk2 runabout gets luxury treatment        Kangaroo kicks with turbo power        Patina-perfect 1960 Mini-Minor

WORKS MINI RACER 
JOHN FITZPATRICK 

WIN A MEGUIAR’S 
DA POLISHING  KIT

£2,000 impulse buy becomes stylish family transport£2,000 impulse buy becomes stylish family transport
WESTIE WOODY

1ST CHOICE
FOR MINI 
OWNERS

Cover_June17_kd2mb.indd   1 31/03/2017   17:39

MINI MIGLIA BUILD, STELVIO ROAD TRIP,PLUS
KEITH CALVER’S ESSENTIAL VERTO CLUTCH GUIDE

SUPER SEVEN
EARLY MKI BUILT

FOR ENJOYMENT

BIG-BORE BLASTER
OLD SCHOOL TWEAKS,
NEW AGE TRICKS

STUNNING FAST ROAD 
MINIS TO SATISFY ALL 
TASTES AND BUDGETS

ROAD RACER
HISTORIC FIA STYLING,
SWIFTUNE 1380 POWER

JAPAN’S FINEST
130BHP 16-VALVE

BRITAX REPLICA

WEEKEND
WONDERS

MAG FOR
MINI FANS

THE BEST  SCRAPYARD SAVE 1330 MINIVAN
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FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE ’90s 
JAGUAR XJ6

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS
ROVER HISTORY

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?
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HIGHS AND LOWS
ROOTES TO CHRYSLER

FIND ME A...
HOT HATCH ICON

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS

Vol.23  
No.06

May 2017

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE 
TRIUMPH TR7

ESSENTIAL ADVICE IN BUYING 
BRITAIN'S BARGAIN SPORTS CAR

CHOOSE A SHOW:
NEW AGE CLASSICS:
TOYOTA MR2 MK3

THIS SUMMER'S 
EVENTS LISTING

CHOOSE A SHOW:
PLUS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING

 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS
100sOF CARSFOR SALEBUY A NEW CLASSIC FOR SPRING

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?£5k

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

150 MPH EXOTICS

HIGHS AND LOWS SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

80s XR FORDS
FROM £2500

SpecialistRates
forClubMembers

*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate
House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. FP ADGE775.3.17

With FJ+ you can add to your policy from a range of cover
options* including breakdown, agreed value, salvage
retention and spare parts.

Call our friendly UK team for a quote.

0333 207 6004
or visit footmanjames.co.uk

Insurance
solutions* for
classics and
more.

R
umours
circulate about
the future
of storied
British sports

car maker Lotus. As
Chinese manufacturers
add to their portfolios
by investing in historic
domestic marques,
industrial relations mar
others. Is Lotus about to
join Vauxhall by passing
into French hands? Full
story inside.

1000
CLASSICS
FOR SALE
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
5th APRIL 2017 ISSUE 376

BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR

LASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICCCLASSICLASSICLASSIC
GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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