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Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £167.47
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48  . . . . . .£706.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . .£23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO  . . .£13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54. . £27.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £85.80 full kit

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone 
springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Wheel Bearings

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013  . . . .£31.20
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105  .£30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102  . . . . . . £36.00
QL5000 coupling kit pair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£59.40
Rubber coupling GCD101  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each  £26.10

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Cooper S Distributor

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set 
- 998cc AJM1250 . . . . . £12.84

Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.50
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

£40.69

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these stainless
internals in their ‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £58.80
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £76.32
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £34.80
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £27.60
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.71
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.69
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £11.81
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU

Tel: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . .£16.00
20/50 mineral oil & spin on 
filter (not MPI) SO4  . .£17.78
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) 

MSF166 . . . . . . . . . .£2.23 Clutches & Flywheels

£58.80Steering racks - L/H or R/H   FAM7306/7 . . . . . . £62.82
MPi Sportspack type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine Unipart GSJ166. . . . . £15.36
Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . £8.18

Timken front genuine GHK1140  . . . . . . . . .£49.14
Minispares version front  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£13.80
Timken rear GHK1805 late modified  . . . . . .£39.42
Minispares rear GHK1548MS   . . . . . . . . . .£14.39

NEW!  5 port alloy heads  . . . . . . . . .from £1251.50
with 35.7x29.5 race quality valves C-AHT347  . . .£1251.50
with 37x31mm offset spaced valves C-AHT347RACE £1559.59
8 port head kits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £2021.14
1380cc built Up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards  . .£1149.72
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311  . . . . . . .£194.40
Camshaft Evolution001  .new blanks,outright £89.10 
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £15.83
CNC Evolution Slot Drive Oil Pump  . . .from £112.50
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436 . . . . . . . . .£133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift roller rocker set C-AHT446A £223.09
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323  . . . . . . . . . . . .£27.20
Duplex kit steel lightened C-AJJ3325  . . . . . .£60.04
21A1902 Mini Spares gen profile engine mount £8.34
21A1902MS Non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting . . . . . . . . . . . .£3.78
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump  . . . .£18.90
Minimum stretch single row chain 3H2127EVO  .£19.44
Minimum stretch double row chain 2H4905EVO .£24.79

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves.

Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor arm 
12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

All other 25D to 59D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.00
A new distributor - cheaper than a conversion kit
Electric type of above (no points) . . . . . . . from £56.65
Also available are 3 higher spec. electric types to
match your camshaft profile to our distributor design
Std to 276 cam spec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.20
Above is ideal for our Evolution camshaft range
285 - 296 cam spec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.80
310-315 cam spec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £90.00

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 £21.78
Master cylinder GMC1008  . .£45.50
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 .£35.10
Grey Comp diaphragm C-AEG482. . . . . . . . . £37.75
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS . . from £18.28
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £24.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £70.20
‘AP’ Std. clutch plate, Turbo, light tune  GCP204 £33.12
‘AP’ road/rally Plate C-AHT595 180mm . . . . . . . . . £65.26
‘AP Racing’ road/rally clutch C-AHT596 180mm . . . . . £91.44
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel - race EN24  . . . . . . . . . .£209.08
3 piece ‘AP’ clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . £60.30
3 Piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 Piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £118.80
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £122.40

New Gears

29 tooth A plus primary gears for 998 or 
1275, with floating bush for longevity, state cc £153.60
2nd gear for 4 synchro pre A plus £76.80

Engines:
Visit our website for the full
ENGINE PARTS LISTINGS
www.minispares.com/engines

Brakes:
For BRAKES go to:
www.minispares.com/brakes

Gaskets:
For GASKETS go to:
www.minispares.com/gaskets

For ELECTRICS go to:
www.minispares.com/electrics

Gearboxes & Diffs
For GEARBOXES go to:
www.minispares.com/gearboxes

Clutches:
For CLUTCHES go to:
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

Suspension:
For SUSPENSION go to:
www.minispares.com/suspension

Exhausts:
For EXHAUSTS go to:
www.minispares.com/exhausts

Brightwork:
For BRIGHTWORK go to:
www.minispares.com/brightwork

Steering:
For STEERING go to:
www.minispares.com/steering

Electrics:

Cooper S 7.5”disc and EBC pads MS35 . . . . Pr £53.95
8.4” disc and Mintex pads MSSK014 . . . . . . Pr £29.32
8.4”vented disc and pads MS39 . . . . . . . . . . Pr £50.06
S caliper Mini Spares  R/H 27H4656MS . . . . . . £72.00
S caliper Mini Spares  L/H 27H4657MS . . . . . . £72.00
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper R/H 37H8128 . . . . £65.17
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper L/H 37H8129 . . . . £65.17
S Disc conv. + Mini Spares caliper C-AJJ4028MS £481.56
S Disc conv + AP caliper & Timken bearings . . . £602.04
S brake disc shield set MSSK1400 R/H . . . . . . . £24.86
S brake disc shield set MSSK1401 L/H . . . . . . . £24.94
MK1/2 brake servo cast body 21A1293 . . . £216.00
Mk3 servo and non gen fitting kit SEN43 . . £144.00
Servo 1988 on GSM119 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £126.00
Single line plastic canister GMC171 . . . . . . . £44.40
Single line metal canister GMC171ORIGINAL . . . £66.96

The Choice is Yours!
Mini Spares offers you the choice of
genuine BL/Rover parts or of more

affordable or better value alternatives
of the best quality available.

Drivetrain:
For DRIVETRAIN go to:
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

www.minispares.com
All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either 
Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.                     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are
printing - check website for up-to-date prices.

£85.80

Package
Price

www.minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com website for pictures,
downloads, catalogues, current prices & special deals

Mail Order - 01707 607700
Mail Order also available direct from Mini Spares North 

Call 01423 881800 to order

Quite simply the Largest Stocks of Mini Spares in the World!

Mobile & tablet friendly

The Largest Stocks of
Mini Parts 
in the World

Close
to A1M
& M25

Next to
M5 (J2)
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mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Shop on-line         at www.minispares.com - or visit our 3 great stores

The World Famous Mini Spares Centre Ltd......is the foremost authority and the largeststockist of classic Mini parts in the world!• Annual turnover in excess of £15 million • Our huge buying power = the mostcompetitive prices on the best quality parts!• We offer our own unique range ofexclusively designed or tooled up items.• Knowledgeable technical assistance staff

Free
Catalogue!

New!
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

December magazine – 1st November
January magazine – 1st December
February magazine – 1st January

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2017   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates are 
aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/old 
inks while printing blankets are shredded and used for 
rubberised play areas and footpaths. The wrapping it 
comes in is degradable and will break down in the soil.

Cooper disclaimer 
The Cooper logo is the property of John 
Michael Cooper and should not be used 
without prior permission.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

4 | www.minicooper.org

Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 
Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 
Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org
Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org
Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org 
Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ  
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org
Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org
Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
The Beeches, Kiln Way, Grayshott, Hants. GU26 6JF 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 
Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org
Youth Co-ordinator 
Sarah Voss 
0/2, 49 Kelvinside Drive, Glasgow, G20 6QD 
07988 864002 
youthcoordinator@minicooper.org 
Non Designated Committee Members 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org
Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 24.04.17.indd   1 27/04/2017   12:19
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INSURANCE FOR  
MINI COOPER REGISTER 
ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and 
members against a variety of claims. The key area it covers is 
‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to 
the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at 
shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of 
shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are 
planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many 
regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that 
we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a 
member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the 
ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a 
claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only 
offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini 
Cooper Register presence. If the stand organizer lets me know 
(address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the 
magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the 
event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers 
risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor 
and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, 
and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card 
at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card.  
01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available 
to Mini Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old  
01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK  
01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.
co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B. 
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 
01903 715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex 
JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk  
01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk. 
Tel. 01189 485132

Back Copies of  
the Magazine
These are now available  
online via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each  
plus p&p

Missing 
Magazines
Sometimes magazines  
go astray.

If your magazine does not 
arrive by the middle of  
the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do 
not have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT -  
PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be 
received by the 1st of the 
month for the following 
month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the 
magazine sent by email, 
so if you do not receive 
an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I 
have not received it. Please 
telephone me after a day 
or so to check if you do not 
hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press 
administer the membership -  

see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
I t’s very rare for governments to 

instigate legislation which actually 
reverses existing legislation and 
particularly when it comes to cars and 
motoring generally. So, it was a bit of 
a surprise to find that the government 
had done just that and legislated, with 
effect from May 2018, to exclude cars 
over forty years old and thereafter 
on a yearly rolling basis, from the 
mandatory requirement to have an 
annual MOT test. This proposed 
fundamental change had actually been 

under consideration and consultation for some time, and there was 
a bit of a split in the classic car fraternity as to whether it was a good 
or a bad measure to instigate, predominantly, and obviously, on the 
grounds of safety. Thus, I think most people, me included, never really 
believed that such a fundamental safety measure was ever likely to 
be so radically relaxed, albeit legislation was passed only a couple 
of years ago or so on similar lines but only relating to vehicles built 
before 1960.

However, as with any change in legislation, there are usually 
unintended consequences and it will be interesting to see which 
may come to the surface in the months and years to come. For 
instance, what will the insurance industry make of it; will they 
consider themselves being potentially more exposed to claims 
because some people may be less concerned about safety and take 
to the roads in unroadworthy classic cars, even though owners will 
still be required by law not to use a vehicle on the public highway 
if it is not roadworthy? Then again, will the values of qualifying 

classic cars see a rise as some people see classic cars as a 
cheaper alternative to getting on the road, with no onerous MOT 
to pass or pay for, and no road tax to pay (not to mention, for 
the time being at least, perhaps cheap insurance too)? No doubt 
time will tell.

Moving on to what we have on offer in this month’s issue and firstly, 
Richard Pengelly has submitted his first article of a six part series 
relating primarily to engines. You will find Richard’s article under 
Technical topics on page 24 and I have to say that I always find 
Richard’s articles really interesting as he covers the subject matter 
in some depth and detail. So I fully recommend you read part one 
of Richard’s series of articles if you want to enjoy an interesting and 
informative read.

Then finally, Peter Barker has sent me in the next instalment 
of his ongoing series of interview articles with some of the 
individuals who were involved in the Abingdon Competitions 
Department. In this month’s article his interview candidate is 
the great Finnish driver Rauno Aaltonen and who is also referred 
to by his nick name of ‘The Rally Professor.’ One of the most 
remarkable things about Rauno (and there are many things!) is 
that he still competes in rallies at the age of 79. And may he long 
continue to do so.

Paul Sulma 

Trade Supporter
2017



go quickly, so if you are interested, I’d suggest that you enter early. We 
will again be permitting you to pay in three instalments.

Out of the blue I read with great delight that the annual MOT, 
from next May, will no longer be required for cars over 

forty years old. Hurray! I had not seen that coming, nor did I read 
any discussion documents – which I guess goes to show that the 
consultation process might not have been as exhaustive as it should 
have been. However, despite much of the forum chatter being 
against this idea (no doubt from those whose cars are younger and 
still need testing) I think it’s great. Many sanctimonious posters say 
they will still get their old car tested every year all the same. This 
I seriously doubt. The statistics show that fewer than 6% of the 
owners of pre 1960 cars, that have been exempt from their MOT 
requirement for a few years now, bother to get them tested. I’ll also 
wager that the majority of those that do get them tested are because 
they are cars offered for sale and it enhances their saleability if they 
have a recognised MOT test certificate in place. Or an MOT was 
needed to transfer off their non date related registration number. 
I understand that you will still need a valid MOT if you wish to 
transfer a number plate off a forty year old car. 

I do actually enjoy taking my Minis for their MOT. The chap who tests 
mine is a Mini enthusiast who is sympathetic and has an understanding 
of these cars of ours. We have a cup of tea and a chat and it’s nice to 
see under the car up on the ramp. But will I test it when it’s not need? 
No I won’t. I’m sure however, that almost every MOT tester will object 
to these new arrangements (and why wouldn’t they) and I see a petition 
has already been started to reverse this decision – again, probably 
signed by all those with younger cars or garage owners. Will we see a 
spate of accidents due to cars over forty years old being now unsafe? 
No I doubt that too. I would think the vast majority of owners of cars 
of that age, like all of us, look after them very well and in truth, do little 
mileage anyway. It’s nice to see that for once the powers that be are 
relaxing something to do with motoring, rather than restricting it. Roll 
on next May.

Finally, with the NEC Classic Motor Show only a few weeks away, 
do come along and see us in Hall 4, stand 480 and say hello. Justin 

Ridyard and his band of helpers will again be manning and supporting 
the show over the three days. Let’s hope that we sign up a healthy 
crop of new members. 

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

For those of you who joined us 
for Minis to Ireland at the end of 

September, what a superb event it was 
– some say the best that we have ever 
run. We ran a full field and I didn’t hear 
anything other than appreciation and 
praise for the event. We seem to have 
the formulae for these events about 
right, but it is difficult to balance the 
needs for those who wish to ‘press on’ 
and those who wish to simply enjoy the 
scenery. Of course, the attraction of 
the Irish hospitality with good food and 

drink, is an added bonus that keeps everyone happy. A full report will 
appear next month in CooperWorld.

This leads me nicely to tell you all about our trip planned for next 
year. As I’ve previously mentioned, we have decided to forsake 

Monte Carlo next year but still do the Alps. So, the event will be called 
‘Minis to the Alps’. The Alps is a big place and is where the Mini made 
its mark in rallying history. Next year’s event takes place a week earlier 
than usual and will be around 1,300 miles where we will head to Reims 
for the first night in France after our traditional start in the UK. We will 
then be staying at Colmar followed by Nantua, not forgetting the quirky, 
but popular hotel favourite at Gap, before descending to Aix-Les Bains 
and finally finishing in Evian Les Bains near the Swiss border. 

The only downside is the price we have to charge this year, which 
is £100 more than last year and now at £1,695. As most will know, 
the pound has declined significantly against the Euro since the Brexit 
negotiations began. These annual events of ours are only designed 
to make the smallest possible profit, ensuring we don’t actually lose 
money which means the club is at serious risk of making a loss should 
the pound drop further still. However, it’s not right that the club does 
not support the enjoyment of 80 odd members – nor, of course, that 80 
odd members should contribute a big chunk of cash to the club’s funds 
either, which is why we aim for a very minimal profit. I still think this 
tour represents superb value for money, as the event does include all of 
your hotels, dinners, bed and breakfast plus a superb detailed roadbook, 
rally plates and the provision of a support crew. All commercially 
available events cost well over twice as much. 

A full page advert appears in this edition of CooperWorld with entries 
being opened on 5th November. We expect the forty available places to 

We welcome the following new members who joined during September

NEW MEMBERS
Craig Dix, Scarborough, North Yorkshire

Andrew Rudkin, Litchborough, Northamptonshire

Philip Parnell, Maidstone, Kent

Barry Standing, Seaton Delaval, Tyne and Wear

Mark Bloomfield, Bishops, Stortford, Essex

Lee Mcleod, New Addington, Croydon

Mike Godavitarane, Campbellfield, Australia

Marc Speed, Bexhill on Sea, East Sussex

David & Val Curd, Hailsham, East Sussex

Tim Nixon, Youlgrave, Derbyshire

Sergio Perez Sarti, Onil, Alicante, Spain

Mark King, Bunny, Notts

Tim & Jacob France, Rotherham, South Yorkshire

Marcus Daniels, New Milton, Hampshire

Jamie Garden, Edinburgh, Midlothian

David Dilnot, Southampton, Hampshire

Brian Steeds, Louth, Lincolnshire

Thomas Robinson, Darlington, Co Durham
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Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 

SM050 A5 Advert.indd   1 09/03/2016   11:52
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attended on the Mini Sport stand, they are a great supporter of the club 
and help us at the NEC, as well as next year assisting with sponsorship 
of the Wipers event. The Mini Wipers trip to Belgium is on the 7th-8th 
July 2018 and is now sold out. However, we have opened a reserve list 
so contact me for further details.

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

W e have just returned from a 
fantastic trip to Ireland on the 

Minis to event. The roads were tough 
and after having to leave my well 
prepped Mk2 behind, the job was left 
to my wife’s MPI Sportpack ‘Bruce’ 
to get us round. After a dip of the oil 
and tyre pressures checked, we set 
off in the polar opposite of a prepped 
car. To be honest, it did a fantastic 
job; however, I now have a fairly large 
list of maintenance tasks in hand as a 
result. We will try to do it again in the 
Mk2 in 2019. Before then don’t forget 
registration is open this month for the 

2018 event to the Alps. After going to Monte last year for the first 
time the roads in the area the event covers, will again, be enjoyable, 
breathe taking and challenging. 

Hope to see many of you again this year at the NEC, so don’t forget 
to book your tickets online by using discount code CSCMS17 for 
single tickets at £21.50 and CFCMS17 for family tickets at £48.00. I am 
currently putting the last bits of prep together. 

I must say a big thanks to Pete Flanagan for his efforts last minute at 
the Manchester Classic Car Show. By all accounts the show was well 
attended and full of interesting cars again this year.

The action day at Castle Coombe was also well attended by members 
of the club thus making it another superb event. Thanks to those that 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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EVENTS

01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR

Trade Supporter
2017

EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

November 2017

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show 
Date: 10th - 12th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham  
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org 

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally 
Date: 18th November 
Location: Northumberland and Borders  
Contact: http://www.northumberlandbordersrally.
co.uk/

January 2018

Event: MINI FAIR 
Date: 28th January 2018 
Location: Bingley Hall, Staffordshire County Showground 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: MCR Hinton Firs Weekend 
Date: 27th-28th January 2018 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: Josh Bromage secretary@minicooper.org 
or telephone 07950 753299

February 2018

Event: London Classic Car Show 
Date: 15-18th February 2018 
Location: ExCeL Londo 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

Event: Hero Winter Challenge to Monte Carlo 
Date: 18th – 22nd February 2018 
Location: Le Touquet to Monte Carlo 
Contact: http://heroevents.eu/event-type/winter-challenge/

March 2018

Event: Goodwood Members Meeting 
Date: 17th – 18th March 2018 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.goodwood.com/flagship-events/
members-meeting/

Event: Brooklands Mini Day 
Date: 25th March 2018 
Location: Brooklands Museum Trust Ltd, Brooklands Road, 
Weybridge. KT13 0QN 
Contact: https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show 
Date: 23rd – 25th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April 2018

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day 
Date: 15th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: TBC April 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at Blyton 
Park for MK1 Mini’s. 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: TBC April 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

May 2018

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: TBC May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, Wilts 
Contact: www.dewsc.org.uk

Event: Himley Hall 
Date: 13th May 2018 
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run 
Date: 12th -13th May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: IMM Portugal 
Date: 17th-23rd May 2018 
Location: Praia de Mira, Portugal 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 20th May 2018 
Location: Praia de Mira, Portugal 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

June 2018

Event: National Metro & Mini Show 2018 
Date: 3rd June 2018 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events/
national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day 
Date: 10th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. It 
is open to all marques of Minis/MINI’s.  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 17th June TBC 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

July 2018

Event: Minis Wipers  
Date: 7th-8th July 
Location: Ypres Belgium  
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org 

Event: Classic Le Mans 
Date: 6th - 7th – 8th July 
Location: Le Mans, France 
Contact: http://www.lemansclassic.com/language/en/home/

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: July TBC 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

September 2018

Event: Minis to the Alps  
Date: 15th – 22nd September 
Location: France  
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org



Minis to the Alps
15th to 21st September 2018

The Mini Cooper Register will be promoting a Touring Assembly to the Alps in 2018. The event will run along the lines of previous Minis to 
Monte events, but in 2018 we will be covering more terrain in the High rather than the Maritime Alps and driving some of the roads used on 
the Alpine Rally. In 1967 it was won by Paddy Hopkirk, the last European Championship round won by a Works Mini. The distances have been 
reduced slightly compared to the 2016 event and we will include lots of short cuts for those who want to make up time or don’t enjoy too many 
twisty roads. We are also running the event two weeks earlier than in 2016. As usual the route will be described in a fully detailed Tulip road 
book and the organisers will provide a service vehicle, and the price will include return ferry crossings and accommodation in 3 and 4 star hotels.

This is the planned itinerary for the route which is just over 1300 miles (subject to change): 

Day 1 - Saturday 15th September - Signing-on. Overnight at Mercure Great Danes Hotel, Maidstone or similar with welcome dinner.

Day 2 - Sunday 16th September - Maidstone to Reims - Maidstone to Dover for an early crossing to France. Autoroute to just  
  after St Quentin then across country through Champagne growing country to the old Reims  
  circuit and on to Reims for the overnight stop. Total 251 miles. 

Day 3 - Monday 17th September - Reims to Colmar - Some main roads but plenty of country bits to the Vosges mountains  
  including a climb over the Col du Bonhomme towards the end. Overnight stop at Colmar.  
  Total 207 miles.

Day 4 - Tuesday 18th September - Colmar to Nantua - Over the Vosges mountains including the Petit Ballon and the Grand  
  Ballon. Then mains roads in the valley of the Doubs alongside the Swiss border and over a  
  couple of cols to the overnight halt at Nantua overlooking a lake. Total 230 miles

Day 5 - Wednesday 19th September - Nantua to Gap - In the morning continuing southwards on country roads to Grenoble and  
  over the Chamrousse. In the afternoon there are several cols to climb over scenic roads on  
  the way down to Gap. Total distance 217

Day 6 - Thursday 20th September - Gap to Aix-les-Bains - We now head back northwards over roads familiar to many but  
  not used in this direction by us before, starting with the Col d’Espreaux. Skirting the  
  Vercors mountains, we will then circumnavigate Grenoble again and get up on to the Col  
  du Granier to Chambery and then use back roads on the way to Aix-les-Bains, reached  
  round the Lac du Bourget. Total distance 219 miles.

Day 7 - Friday 21st September - Aix-les-Bains to Evian-les-Bains - We start with the traditional climb up Mont Revard, then  
  cross the River Isere for more country roads, and go northwards through Albertville. We  
  then take to roads entirely new to us over several climbs until we drop down to Lac Leman  
  overlooking Switzerland and our final destination Evian-les-Bains. Total distance 202 miles

Day 8 - Saturday 22nd September - After breakfast make your own way back to Calais, a distance of 540 miles (235 less than  
  from Monte) - bon voyage!

The entry fee per car for two people sharing a room, including return ferry crossing, seven nights accommodation in good quality hotels 
with dinner and breakfast will be £1695. The entry is being restricted to 40 cars and holding deposits of £295 will be taken to secure 
an entry. Credit card payments are accepted (with small surcharge) or debit cards or cheques with two further stage payments being 
required at the end of March and June.

Contact the Secretary of the Meeting, Lesley Young, by email - membership@minicooper.org or phone 01580 763975 to request an application 
form and regulations. Entries open on the 5th November 2017, when application forms and regulations will be sent out. Places will be allocated 
on receipt of completed application form on a first come basis. You need to be a member of the Mini Cooper Register to take part.
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2017

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm
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Mini Sport Action Day Castle Combe 30th September
By Brian Davage

EVENTS

I thought it was about time that the MCR had a stand at this 
event so; with the help of David Dangerfield (MCR Bristol 

Glos & Somerset Region), we sourced some 17 Minis for the 
day. The stand was well attended and attracted a lot of interest 
from visitors to the show, especially from Allen Willcox's Twini 
Mini which, with another car on the stand, was picked as one 
of the best 25 cars at the show by Mini Sport. It was quite an 
achievement for us as there were 100s of Minis at the show. We 
signed up one new member and handed out membership forms to 
people who asked for them. 

I would like to thank everybody who brought their cars and 
they were: David Dangerfield, Liz Davage, Pete Britton, Stephen 
Robertson, Alex Manning, Terry Hart, Allen Willcox and David 
Foster who also helped erect the stand and lined up the cars. Then 
Dave Bull, Peter Hobby, Bernard Twist, Richard Walters, Steve 
Powell, Colin Woodage and my friend Tara Collinson (his father 
was the director of the Italian job film) who visited the show and 
our stand.

Brian Davage

SAVE MONEY AND TIME
This is a reminder that you are able to renew your 

membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with your 
renewal notification, if you have not already signed up 

to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about renewing in the 

future as this will be done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.



Rauno Aaltonen
By Peter Barker

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

The first of BMC’s ‘Flying Finns’, Rauno Aaltonen, was recruited 
to the team in 1962 and by 1965 was European Rally Champion 

in a Mini Cooper S. He famously won the 1967 Monte Carlo Rally 
(also in a Cooper S) and went on to a long and successful career as a 
driver, driver trainer and car developer for Lancia, Nissan, Porsche, 
Opel and other manufacturers. This article is based upon interviews 
I had with Rauno for MiniWorld magazine in 1999 and 2008 plus 
other conversations.

‘I was involved in motorsports from the age of 12 onwards, and was 
the speedboat champion of Finland seven times and Scandinavian 
champion once by the time I was 20. I was also a member of the 
Finnish Motorcycle Speedway Team and used to race JAPs on dirt 
ovals and a 125cc Desmodromic Ducati. I won the Swedish Grand 
Prix against works riders and in Scandinavia I raced in motocross 
enduro and ice racing. The Finnish press once voted me ‘All-time 
most versatile motorcyclist.’ When I gave up Speedway, my manager 
sold my bike to Mike Hailwood.

My father owned a garage and so I was naturally interested in cars. 
I used to rally a Mercedes in the summer and a SAAB in the winter, 
which gave me valuable experience in both front and rear wheel 
drive cars. I entered a private Mercedes in the 1961 Swedish Rally 
to the Midnight Sun and, for each ten minutes of special stage 
driving, I was one minute faster than the Mercedes Works drivers. 
After that I thought that I would retire as I had been successful in 
boats, on bikes and now I had beaten the Works Mercedes team! I 
went back to my father’s garage but the Mercedes Team manager 
rang me and asked if I wanted to drive in the Liege-Rome-Liege 
Rally for them. Of course I accepted. He told me to join them 
in Stuttgart the following morning and that was how I started in 
professional rallying.

Also in 1961, during the Polish Rally, I remember sitting outside on 
a bright moonlit night at a time control reading the regulations in 
German. There was much confusion as to how to clock in at controls 
on the rally and there was an English navigator sitting next to me also 
trying to work it out by reading the English regulations. We compared 
the two sets and were the only crews to clock in correctly. The 
Englishman was Stuart Turner who was just about to become BMC’s 
Competitions Manager. He said to me ‘If you ever need a car, give me 
a call’ and so I did, straight away!

My introduction to the BMC team could not have been more 
dramatic. The very first event I did was the 1962 Monte Carlo 
Rally with Geoff Mabbs in his Mini Cooper registered 11 NYB. 
Geoff was an expert in driving front wheel drive cars on tarmac 
and a very good teacher. We were doing well on the rally, lying in 
second place and only 3km from the end when I misjudged a fast 
bend. Because I was unused to driving right hand drive cars, I took 
a slightly incorrect line through the corner, clipped the rock face 
and turned the car upside down at very high speed. It stopped 
against a low wall beside the road and burst into flames. I was 
knocked unconscious and remember seeing colours and hearing 
music. Eventually, I heard Geoff shouting at me to get out. I had to 
slide down out of my seatbelts as they had melted together but my 
helmet caught and the flames were right in my face. I pulled so hard 
the chinstrap broke but I managed to squeeze myself out through 
the door and got away.

Perhaps surprisingly, I was happy to do the 1962 Alpine Rally in a full 
Works Mini Cooper, registered 407ARX with Gunnar Palm as my 
navigator. I broke the rear view mirror at the start and Anne Hall, a 
Ford driver, told me that this would bring bad luck. I didn’t believe 
her but nothing went right on that rally. We were given Pat Moss’ 
pace notes for a circular stage known as the Chamrousse which was 
driven both ways during the course of the rally. Of course, we only 
had notes for one direction – the opposite way to which we were 
supposed to go first! We didn’t realise until Gunnar called a fast left 
bend and a hairpin right appeared. I got the car around the bend 

somehow and drove by sight after that. The rally came to an end on 
Mont Ventoux when the engine broke.

Tony Ambrose and I did the 1962 RAC Rally and the 1963 Monte 
Carlo Rally in another Works Mini Cooper registered 977ARX. 
On the Monte I remember Tony telling me that he would drive on 
a road section so that I could get some sleep. I did as he said and 
suddenly awoke to find him fighting with the sliding car as we passed 
between some trees at 100mph in thick snow. I asked him what he 
was doing, ‘Just practising’ he replied, so I went back to sleep. We 
went on to finish 3rd that year.

My championship winning year didn’t start too well. After 
retiring from both the Monte Carlo and Swedish rallies, Tony 
and I had a run of wins, and it looked as though I had a chance of 
winning the European Championship. We did all sorts of events 
to get Championship points including the Geneva, Czech and 
Polish Rallies all of which we won and the 1000 Lakes where I 
came second to Timo. The RAC Rally was the last round of the 
Championship and, when Rene Trautmann retired, I was sure of 
winning. Timo and I were having a battle on the rally: he was in 
an Austin Healey 3000 and I was in a Mini Cooper S (DJB 93B). 
We came to a steep and icy hill in Wales and Timo got the Healey 
stuck across the road. No one could get past. When I came up to 
him I realised that the only way round was to take to the bank so 
I got up as much speed as I could and shot past up the bank and 
back onto the road in front of him. Timo was furious but we too 
soon came to a halt with the wheels spinning. Tony got out of the 
car and pushed from behind while I put the car into gear. I got 
out and pushed against the driver’s door pillar with my shoulder. 
By keeping one foot on the accelerator the Mini kept going and 
eventually we got away and we won the rally.

Timo and I were great rivals but always sporting. We would never 
have done anything outside the law to win, but we both knew 
how far we could push each other. I remember running out of 
petrol on the Rally Vlatava in 1965 due to a faulty fuel gauge and 
losing time to Timo. At the start of the next stage he was running 
ahead of us and I waited until he was being counted down to 
start the stage. Then I ran up to his car and shouted through the 
window ‘I bet you 100 pounds that I win this stage’. He couldn’t 
reply as the marshalls were counting and he made the perfect 
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Rauno after winning the1965 RAC rally overall 
and doing so in a Mini for the first time
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start with just the right amount of wheelspin. Then he accelerated 
hard and I listened to the revs going up. 6000, 7000, 8000, 9000 
… BANG! He blew the engine trying to win the 100 pounds and I 
went on the win the rally.

The most important thing for a driver is not to rely on luck. A driver 
should always understand what is happening with their car. I gained 
experience with the Mini in Finnish events, where I averaged up 
to 149kph on unknown, snow-covered gravel roads. This gave me 
knowledge of the car’s handling at high speed and the ability to 
anticipate difficulties. Left foot braking has had a great deal written 
about it, but I first used it on SAABs and transferred it to the Mini. It is 
a technique that enables a driver to brake and steer at the same time 
but it is definitely for experts. Most drivers are slower using left foot 
braking than using conventional braking. I used it on loose surfaces and 
in the wet on tarmac.

BMC were the best team in the world at that time. The mechanics 
were a team of thinking individuals, each one able to prepare 
the whole car themselves. They were also perfect gentlemen, at 
home in any situation. Stuart Turner was like the conductor of an 
orchestra. He was a natural manager who used different techniques 
to suit his mood. He also had the ability to put himself in the shoes 
of another person and to see an entire situation clearly. I definitely 
owe my career to him.

During the 1966 Monte Carlo Rally, Timo had been half a minute 
faster than me on the Col du Granier stage. I was determined that 
this would not happen on the 1967 event so I spent two weeks 
practising this stage alone. On the rally I was two minutes faster 
over this stage than the next car, but the organisers thought there 
was a mistake with the timing and altered my time card so that I 
was only a few seconds faster. I was very angry and drove even 
faster so that, by the start of the last stage, the Turini stage, I was 
15 seconds ahead of the second placed Porsche (driven by Vic 
Elford and David Stone).

The Porsche did its run on dry tarmac and then there was an 
accident on the stage just as I was about to start. An ambulance 
was called and I had to switch off the engine and wait. While I was 
waiting the snow started to fall, and, by the time I started my run, 
it was thick on the road. When I got to the summit my co-driver 
Henry Liddon told me that I was 3 minutes down on my practice 
time for the stage. I gave it everything I had and took all of the 
bends flat out in fourth gear going downhill. Everything was fine 
until I felt the car sliding on ice underneath the snow. We shot off 
the road between the protective stone blocks and I remember 
seeing the headlights shining onto the trees. We fell onto the side 
of the mountain and I managed to steer between the snow covered 
boulders as we sped downhill. The car jumped a snowbank and 
landed back on the road a few hundred metres below where we 
had had left it. We were facing the wrong way so I handbraked the 
car round and raced on to the end of the stage winning the rally by 
13 seconds. We kept very quiet about this at the time as taking a 
shortcut on a stage, even by mistake, was illegal!

The Mini was unique. It was the first series production car with a 
so-called transverse east-west engine. This meant that the Mini had 
a very low polar moment of inertia over the front axle which made 
the car react to the steering so well. This was a big problem for cars 
at that time. Most cars then (except for the Renault Alpine) had the 
engine too far in the front and so the car would not respond to the 
steering. The driver had to use the pendulum effect to set up more 
sideways and counteract this tendency. The Mini was so quick in 
response, which was one thing. Another thing was that it had very 
little overhang at the back. That meant again that the tail would flick 
away much quicker which for some people was a disadvantage; for 
me it was an advantage. By quickly getting the car sideways, it meant 
that I could brake later and I could even get it more sideways in the 
curve itself using left foot braking.

Returning from a brilliant overall win on the 1967 
Monte Carlo Rally with his navigator Henry Liddon

Rauno on the 1966 Alpine

Rauno still involved in rallying today

I have no bad memories of the Mini, compared to other cars that I 
drove. If there was ever a problem we knew we would come back 
next time and win.’

Peter Barker



Nils Bohlin - Cross your heart not your fingers
By Bryan Purves 
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Nils Bohlin, who is he you might ask and 
what connection does he have to the 

Mini? Read on and find out about this man. 

It was in the early 1960s that my cousin and 
his girl friend hit a large pothole and rolled his 
Renault Dauphine on the Oxford road just out of 
Charlgrove. The roof was flattened but luckily, 
the previous weekend, after some indignation, 
my cousin relented and had seat belts fitted to 
the car which saved both their lives.

In 1983 it became compulsory whilst driving 
on British roads to wear front seat belts, a 
simple life saving device but it was portrayed 
as an insult on our civil liberty.

During the 1930s seat belts were fitted to some 
cars in the States on the recommendation of some 
doctors who had first hand experience seeing 
appalling injuries on unrestrained drivers. Then, in 
1949, Nash offered a lap belt as an accessory. In 
1955 Ford and Chrysler started offering lap belts 
as an optional extra too, but due to the lack of 
interest the offer was quickly withdrawn.

In 1955 a 35 year old Nils Bohlin designed the 
acclaimed catapult seat for the Saab manufactured 
J35 Draken fighter aircraft. The pilots were 
convinced that any form of safety device would be 
of benefit in the event of a crash. With this theory 
Bohlin was convinced that any form of lap belt was 
not really a solution to the problem of passenger 
safety within a motor vehicle. The position of the 
buckle on a lap belt could often result in damage 
to internal organs in the event of a collision. It was 
then in 1958 that Saab introduced diagonal seat 
belts as a standard fitment in their GT750 which 
was an extension of the ejector seat systems 
developed for their aircraft.

Towards the end of 1958 Volvo’s company 
president, Gunner Engellau, engaged Bohlin as the 
companies Chief Safety Engineer. With Bohlin’s 
experience in the Saab aircraft industry he realised 
that the lower and upper body should be held 
securely by at least one strap passing across the 
chest and one across the hips. This was Bohlin’s 
next project. It had to be simple, effective and 
importantly, clipped into position with one hand.

By 1959 Volvo installed three point belts as 
standard equipment in their PV544 and Amazon 
models built for the Nordic market. 1963 saw 
every new Volvo distributed world-wide fitted 
with three point belts. To demonstrate the 
value of fitting seat belts Volvo then employed a 
Formula 3 driver, Orvar Aspolm, to demonstrate 
at race meetings and large public events, the 
benefit of fitting seat belts by deliberately rolling 
a PV544 at speeds up to 80 kph and then 
stepping out of the righted car totally unscathed.

It was now that there was a negative and a 
positive feeling within the worldwide motoring 
public with both scepticism and resistance. By 
now all Volvo cars were being fitted with three 
point harnesses. In 1967 Bohlin then published a 
study of one years car crashes involving Volvo cars 
within Sweden. Out of 28,000 accidents the study 
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revealed that injuries were decreased by 60% 
due to belts being fitted. Upon this announcement 
this then changed the motoring world’s attitude 
virtually overnight, with Volvo making the patents 
readily available to all car manufacturers.

During the forthcoming ten years, from 1959, 
Bohlin became responsible for the Volvo Central 
Research and Development Department 
designing, for example, daytime driving lights, 
headlamp wash-wipe systems and impact 
protection. He then transferred to the Advanced 
Engineering Department becoming involved with 
accident investigation of both cars and lorries.

Posthumously, Nils became a member of the 
National Inventors Hall of Fame along with 
the German Patent Office for one of the eight 
patents with the most human significance 
issued in its first 100 years.

We all take Nils Bohlin’s simple safety device 
for granted when we draw the seat belt across 
our chest every time we go out in the car. We 
could say there is a small part of Volvo’s Nils 
Bohlin in every car.

Nils Bohlin was born on the 17th July 1920 
in Harnosand, Sweden and died on the 21st 
September 2002.

Bryan Purves

Nils Bohlin demonstrating his 
ubiquitous car seat belt design

The Jet fighter which had Nil's ejector seat fitted

Nil’s revolutionary lap and diagonal car seatbelt

Nil’s cleverly designed sprung seat belt buckle

Clean and purely functional in design 

The fighter jet aircraft ejector seat initially 
designed by Bohlin and which he then 
adapted for his car seatbelt design



A special Children in Need Corgi Mini model
By Ian Dunning

In the 1990s to 2000, when John Cooper Garages and Rover 
brought out a special Mini Cooper edition, I would make a Corgi 

Mini model replica for Mini enthusiasts and collectors. I would 
always send the first Mini off the production line to John and Mike 
Cooper. The last Mini I sent to them was in late 1999, a special 
Children in Need Mini Cooper, which was painted yellow with a 
white roof.

In 2000 I was admitted into hospital, the next few years were a slow 
recovery for me. So, I bought a really rough 998 standard Mini to 
work on and, as it was never going to get another mot, I just drove the 
wheels off it. Then one day in the Mini at 3am I set off for John Cooper 
Garages located in East Preston at the time. The actual journey took 
me 6 hours, but it was brilliant to be able to look round the garage at 
the Minis and Cooper race cars. Then, in a display cabinet in the front 
of the showroom, was my yellow and white Corgi Mini which Mike 
Cooper had put on display. Well, as I drove home I thought, yeah; let’s 
get the Children in Need Mini Cooper in production. 

So, in 2006 I ordered 1,000 Lledo yellow and white Mini Coopers. From 
2006 through to 2008, I made and painted each yellow Mini Cooper 
with red, white and blue roofs. I also made a yellow and white cabriolet. 
In 2013 I made two one-off Mini Coopers for Chris Evans’ Radio 2 
Carfest North and South auctions, and I was absolutely amazed that the 
two model Mini Coopers sold for nearly £800.Then in 2014 I made a 
small number of ‘PUD5EY’ Mini Coopers. 

Over the years, with the help of the Mini community, we have raised 
approximately £2,800 for Children in Need. All this through that first 
little yellow and white Mini Cooper I sent to John and Mike Cooper 
nearly 18 years ago.

Ian Dunning

Editor’s note: If you want to buy one of Ian’s models then please look in 
the For sale and wanted section at the back of the magazine for details on 
how you can.

‘PUD5EY’ Ian’s Children in Need Corgi Mini Cooper

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES
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Advertising in CooperWorld 

I advertised a 1966 Austin Mini Cooper S for sale in September’s 
issue of CooperWorld on behalf of a widowed neighbour. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all those who showed interest 
in the car and all those who turned up to view the car in my garage.

After a two week viewing period the car was sold by a three stage 
auction and was bought by the lucky bidder on 30th September.

Now I should describe this car which was a total wreck and in need 
of a complete restoration. What impressed me was the quality of 
those who were interested in the car. Most of them had carried 
out multiple Mini restorations and were extremely knowledgeable. 
I found out that S heads had an ‘S’ stamped on them; body shells 
could be dated by sun visor holes and how to spot fake Heritage 
certificates amongst other things.

As a result I was not messed about by any of the bidders, which 
soon reduced from 14 to 7 to 4 and finally 3. All the top bids were 
within 5-8% of each other, which again was a reflection of the 
expertise out there and their understanding of the work involved to 
get this to a running car.

In summary, I would say both the buyer and seller were 
both pleased with the outcome. Would I sell again through 
CooperWorld, yes I would, it’s a targeted audience who understand 
Minis and associated equipment and don't mess you around.

Richard Pengelly

Old Stager Championship Solway coast  
Isle of Man historic rally

Once again, the Isle of Man Rally has attracted a good number of 
Mini entries and no doubt, one or more of the competitors will be 
doing a write-up for CooperWorld. There was also one MINI which 
sounded absolutely awesome when on cam etc. The Japanese 
contingent was present again, though only three cars this year. 
Apparently, the cars spend six months of the year in a container on 
the ‘high seas’ - three months each way. Now that’s commitment! 
They all finished the rally too, which makes it all worthwhile.

As we all know, motorsport cannot run without Marshals and to 
be honest, the IoM rally really struggles to get a full quota for each 
stage. I go most years and just love it! This year, I Marshaled four 
stages and spectated on two, so full on excitement fuelled by the 
rapid consumption of petrol and abuse of tyres. As a Marshal, the 
use of cameras etc if forbidden, but I did take the odd shot whilst 
spectating. However, I hardly bother now because looking through 
a lens weakens the whole experience. I took a few shots in the 
Paddock, and had a chat with Michael Dunlop who was spannering 
for an Escort competitor. Not just the lap record holder for the Isle 
of Man TT then.

Why not become an MSA Rally Marshal yourself. After registration, 
you complete an online training course and then get budded up with 
an experienced Marshal. 1974 was my first event on the RAC Rally 
in Clipstone Forest, and I am still doing it! Give me a shout via the 
editor if you want to talk about possibly being a Rally Marshal.....we 
need you! My next event is Wales Rally GB and I can't wait. 

Dick Robinson 

LETTERS

Mob. 07881 302577
nialltcook@hotmail.com
Alternatively, visit our website or find us on Facebook
www.northumberlandbordersally.co.uk
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
Torque magazine

Bryan Purves has recently sent in some 
interesting stuff for the Archive, the first 

of which was a Xerox copy of an article 
about AJB 44B, the 1965 Monte Carlo Rally 
winning car, from Torque magazine. This 
periodical was, I believe, an in-house BMC 
publication; so needless to say, it had wall to 
wall BMC coverage. The extract here, is a 
four page road-test/appreciation of the car 
where the two scribes picked up the car, 
somewhat unceremoniously, from a hanger 
on the old Wythall aerodrome, where many 
BMC Commercial vehicles were stored. 

This was long before the car had pride of place in the Gaydon Museum.

Their first challenge was starting the car, as without the customary turn 
of the ignition key to fire the car, they were initially stumped – until they 
found the push button starter switch, on a long extension, fitted onto 
the right hand side of the dash rail. Once on the move, overcome by the 
noise, they were startled by the massive acceleration the car gave them. 
The car, fitted with a very short 4.26 diff, would have, indeed, shot up the 
hills – much as it was designed to do, at the expense of top speed, which 
the tester reported to be just 87.5mph at the 7,000 rpm red line.

Initial complaints about the driver bucket seat soon evaporated once they 
experienced the road holding of the car and, with that, how well the seat 
help them in place. Although hydro suspension was available, the car was 
fitted with dry rubber cone suspension, which they reported gave superb 
handling. Of that stunning acceleration, they recorded 0-60 mph in 8.2 
seconds. With a reported 82 bhp at the wheels, the lightness of the car was 
considered to be a large contributory factor in its rapid progress. Less we 
forget, the car had an alloy bonnet, boot and doors, plastic windows, and 
many lightening holes punched into the rear seat panel and indeed the parcel 
shelf. The weight saving on this group 3 car must have been considerable. 

To complete the ‘rally’ package, all the lines were run inside the car and 
a battery of auxiliary lights, all with QI bulbs, littered the front of the car. 
Additional padding was provided to the door locks and the sides of the door 
pockets to aid crew comfort and safety. A bewildering array of switches 
controlled the entire extra electrical equipment – including a heated front 
screen - which necessitated an alternator rather than a dynamo. 

Overall, the lack of top speed, although burdensome on duel 
carriageways, was soon forgotten once the car was in its designed 
environment charging up and down narrow lanes and climbing hills – the 
lack of top speed was no longer an issue. An impressive car that after 
two days of use the authors were reluctant to hand back. This is a nice 
article and it’s good to read a contemporary review of this great car 
before it became rather spoilt over the coming years by those who were 
supposed to care for it.

Front shot of AJB 44B looking better than it does these Days

Albeit poor photos of the dash and engine bay, they show just how 
complete the car was not that long after it’s rallying days were over

This interior shot shows just how untouched and 
complete the interior of the car was at the time
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BMC Press Releases

These are always an interesting read, not the least of which is how 
positive BMC publicity always portrays their cars. Bryan sent in 
a selection of these that he had come by, the first of which was 
the results of the Mobil Economy Run, which was held at the end 
September 1959, when the Mini was not even two months old. The 
results showed an Austin Seven achieve 61.78mpg. That figure is not 
uncommon for many cars these days, but was a stunning figure for a 
car over fifty years ago. If they ran a similar event today, I stagger to 
think what consumption figures would win the silverware.

The second press release announced that four Morris Mini Minors 
would be entered for the 1960 East African Safari, over the Easter 
weekend. These four cars were entered by the Nuffield Distributor 
in East Africa and one would be driven by Works driver Peter Riley, 
more used to a Healey 3000. These four cars were not therefore 
classed as ‘Works’ entries and I don’t know how they fared, but it 
was news to me, as I thought that the only Mini entry the Works ever 
undertook on the Safari was in 1967 with HJB 656D. The car in 1967 
didn’t finish, so I’d be interested to hear if any of those in 1960 did 
complete the gruelling course.

Another press release announced that on the Snetterton race circuit, 
at the end of May 1960, an Austin Seven covered 1,489 miles in 
24 hours to win an endurance Trophy. This distance was covered 
at an average speed of 62.06 mph, covering 550 laps. A total of 23 
minutes was spent in the pits, refuelling, driver changes and routine 
maintenance. The car was apparently entered by Mann Edgerton an 
Austin distributor in Norwich.

Another revelation in another press release was that retired World 
Champion Juan Manuel Fangio was to race again – in a BMC Mini! 
This was to take place on 7th June 1961 in Connecticut in the USA. 
This was as a big promotional drive for the Mini in the States. He was 
to be joined by English race driver Innes Ireland, Pedro Rodriguez 
of Mexico and American Denise McCluggage. This was actually a 
‘demonstration run’ rather than a race but I’m sure all of them had a 
good go once out on the tarmac.

Still on the racing theme, BMC announced that two ladies would 
enter Mini Coopers for the saloon car race as a prelude to the 15th 
British Grand Prix at Aintree in July 1962. These two ladies were, 
of course, Christabel Carlisle and Liz Jones, both seasoned racers. 
The records show that Christabel, in the Don Moore Mini, finished 
third in class, right behind the Cooper Car Co cars of John Love and 
John Whitmore. Can’t find quite what happened to Liz Jones, in the 
Downton Mini, so assume she either did not finish or didn’t start. 

Finishing with fuel economy again, with the advent of the 997cc Mini 
Cooper, it was only fitting that that too should be entered into the 
1962 Mobile Economy Run, where the new car recorded 58.68 mpg 
over the 1,100 mile route over testing roads in snow, sleet and rain, 
which covered much of the northern England and Scotland route. 
This feat was achieved by a Mr H. Kendrick, who was obviously a 
dab hand at this sort of thing, as he was now a class winner for the 
seventh year running.

Thanks Bryan for sending in these contemporary press releases.

Robert Young
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One of the BMC scribe’s giving the car a good go
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TECHNICAL TOPICS − All about Engines

Part 1 - Power and Torque

When it comes to bragging rights, claiming to 
have an engine of a certain power is number 

one on the list. How many times have we heard 
‘my car has a 90, 100 or 120 horsepower engine’? 
The implication is that their car is always going to 
be faster than yours. Well, is that ‘it’? Is it always 
the case that the car with the most horsepower is 
the fastest? Well, the answer is, no not always.

For this article I will keep in imperial units 
as these are the units most of the classic car 
industry still uses.

‘Horsepower is the rate of doing work’ were 
work is torque and rate is speed. Its engine 
torque transmitted to the wheels that gives 
us acceleration, and because we operate 
an engine over a wide rpm range, it is the 
shape of the torque curve that determines 
acceleration at any given engine speed, and 
that is as important as the power produced.

Engine torque is transmitted to the wheels 
and this gives the vehicle tractive effort, 
which in turn gives us acceleration. A vehicle 
will reach a maximum rate of acceleration at 
peak torque. At higher engine speeds, when 
a torque curve reduces acceleration reduces, 
helped also by increased aerodynamic drag.

Early 1960s performance tuners concentrated 
on 0-60mph times. However, some of the early 
performance Mini’s were difficult to drive in traffic 
because the oversize valves and carburettors 
fitted reduced the low speed torque at the 
expense of high speed torque at the ‘top end’. 
Engines tuned for ‘top end only’ performance are 
taxing to drive, even in competition.

Colin Chapman of Lotus Cars calculated that 
each gear change cost 0.2 seconds. To get a 
small advantage, he asked Coventry Climax 
to give his 1.5 litre V8 usable power down 
to 4,000rpm. He calculated that one saved 
gear change per lap could give his F1 car a 
considerable advantage.

Let’s look at a few examples, where power 
curves look similar but driveability is down to 
their torque curve characteristics.

Mini Cooper ‘S’ Mk 1 1275cc
Figure 1 shows the power and torque curve 
for the 1275cc engine. These cars were 
designed to be easy to drive yet give good 
acceleration. The broad torque curve shows 
this engine will give good acceleration from 
2,000rpm, right up to 5,500rpm. In fact, 
torque at 2,000rpm is about 76 lbf.ft and peak 
torque 80 lbf.ft is reached at 3,000rpm. Peak 
acceleration is at 48mph but there is good 
driveability between 2,000rpm (32mph) and 
4,000rpm (64mph), ideal for this road car in 
its day.

The car was also geared correctly for 
maximum power and speed. Maximum power 
of 75hp was at 5,800rpm which, with a 3.44:1 
differential and 16.07mph/1,000rpm, gave a 
top speed of 93mph which was, at the time, 
what current road tests achieved. As a matter 
of interest, the last MPI engined Mini’s were 
over geared and so will only achieve maximum 
power in third gear. Although the engine gave 
only 75hp the peak torque at 80 lbf.ft was 
very good for its day considering points only 
ignition, and carburettors. This level of torque 
is difficult to better even on higher powered 
carburettored 1275cc engines as we shall see.

Mini Cooper ‘S’ Mk11 1275cc  
with Kent MD286 cam
Figure 2 is my engine with a Kent MD 286 
camshaft 1.5:1 roller rockers and twin 1.5” 
SU’s. David Vizard says this cam was derived 
from BMC’s Special Tuning 544 cam and, as 
far as I know, the 286 cam has been around 30 
years plus and it is a good illustration of an older 
type of performance camshaft. Power is 98hp 
at 6,000rpm which sounds good, but there is 
no usable torque below 3,000rpm. Torque at 
2,000rpm is only 39 lbf.ft compared to 76 lbf.
ft on a standard engine and maximum torque is 
only 87 lbf.ft at 5,000rpm. What we can say is 
that a standard Cooper ‘S’ would out accelerate 
a Kent camshaft MD286 engine up to 3,000rpm. 
Where the Kent camshaft MD286 engine scores 
is over 3,000rpm with a flat torque curve, which 
maintains the vehicle acceleration at higher speeds.

David Vizard squeezed 115hp out of an 
engine with this cam but he still had no usable 
torque below 3,000rpm. Coming back from 

Goodwood a few years ago, climbing up the 
South Downs hills with two up, I had to keep 
the engine above 3,000rpm just to get up 
the hill. So, although 98hp sounded good it 
became a tiring car to drive.

Mini Cooper ‘S’ Mk11 1275cc  
with Swiftune SW10 cam
Figure 3 is my engine after a rebuild with a 
Swiftune SW10 camshaft. This is a relatively 
modern camshaft design designed to be 
emissions compliant as far as possible. Its 
power performance characteristics are similar 
to the Kent MD286 cam (in fact slightly better) 
but the torque curve is very much better. 
Torque builds up from 2,500rpm, and the 
engine is very tractable from about 1,500rpm 
upwards. At 2,000rpm 50 ftlb and 3,000rpm 
70 lbf.ft but from there on it climbs steadily to 
89 lbf.ft at 5,000rpm. This engine just pulls and 
pulls but its superior lower end torque marks 
it out as a very drivable engine, even in traffic.

Maximum power is 107hp at 7,000rpm on 
1.5”SU’s but we saw 117hp when the engine 
ran on a 45 DCOE Webber carburettor, not 
bad. Again, the power curve looked similar to 
the MD286 camshaft but the superior low end 
torque characteristics gives it better drivability.

BMW Cooper ‘S’  
with the John Cooper Works pro tuning kit
Figure 4 brings the Mini engine story up to 
date. Like most modern engines the BMW Mini 
engine is turbo charged. The variable vane turbo 
charger delivers a good boost pressure over a 
wide speed range, and in this case a flat torque 
curve between 1,000 and 5,000 rpm. The 
‘Engine Control Unit’ (ECU) controls the fuelling 
and ignition timing map. This ensures the plugs 
never ‘wet’ and the ignition never pinks.

Like most modern engines, the BMW Cooper 
S has this popular flat torque curve. This makes 
the car very responsive throughout its speed 
range and easy to drive because the engine 
delivers maximum acceleration from 1,000 rpm 
upwards. These torque characteristics used to 
be the characteristics found in American V8’s, 
but now, with modern engine management 
systems and turbo charging, they can be 
replicated in much smaller engines.

By Richard Pengelly

Figure 1 Figure 2
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Turbo’s without a modulated waste gate 
produce high torque at mid engine speed. 
High mid range torque can reduce engine 
life and even cause failures, so engine 
designers opt for flat torque curves with 
good drivability. The MG Metro Turbo had 
a similar flat torque curve without the fine 
engine management control that is available 
today. In those days the gearbox was 
considered the weakest component and the 
maximum torque it could cope with reliably 
was said to be 95lbft.

Summary
In summary, all these power curves look 
similar, but it is the shape of the torque 
curve that separates their driving and road 
performance characteristics. For a road car, 
the ability to drive in traffic and get away from 
the lights without building up too many engine 
revs, is a lot less stressful. Also constantly 

having to change down to make the car ‘go’ 
reduces the ability to nip in and out of traffic.

On the track, if every gear change costs 0.20 
seconds, then for a car to overcome this 
disadvantage it will need significantly more 
power on the straight to make up the 0.20 
seconds lost changing gear.

If you have a power curve from a rolling road 
or dynamometer and would like to re construct 
the torque curve this is a useful formula:

T = 33,000 HP
2π N

Were:
T = Engine torque in lbf.ft

33000 ftlb/min = one Horsepower
HP = Horsepower at 'N' engine revolutions 

per minute
 N = Engine revolutions per minute

All horsepower curves look very similar, 
but once you can construct the torque 
curve you can get a better understanding 
of the engine’s performance. So, next 
time somebody tells you they have a 120 
horsepower engine; ask them what the 
torque curve is like.

References
• Tuning BL's A-Series Engine by David 

Vizard, Published by Haynes Publishing
• Colin Chapman - Inside the Innovator by 

Karl Ludvigsen Published  
by Haynes Publishing

Richard Pengelly © 
January 2017
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Continued from October, with this piece I’m not covering much ground in way of 
events, but I want to try and get across some of the logistics Charles and John 

Cooper’s team would have dealt with at the highest level of motor racing 57 years ago. 

After May’s Silverstone and the long spell between F1 WDC events, there was 
about to be no rest as a busy (mostly) European calendar approached with six 
races held between late May 1960 and mid-July. They included GPs in Monaco, 
Holland, Belgium, France and Britain. Also in the 1960 Championship, directly 
after Monaco, was the Indy 500. That was, indeed, a different genre of racing of no 
particular relevance to F1 drivers at that point, but this would soon change.

Regardless of the era, the principality where the Grand Prix de Monaco has been 
held (well before, but not continuously since the inception of the World Drivers’ 
Championship in 1950) could be considered as never having been the most suitable 
place for a motor race. The Monte Carlo circuit made up of narrow streets and tight 
corners with little room to pass and even less room for mistakes. But then again, 
that’s exactly why it’s still in the calendar each year, aided by the glitz of royalty, stars 
and wealth drawn to the spectacle with the harbour where luxury yachts have even 
had racing cars end up with them! It is a combination hard to equal. 
 
The 1960 running of the Monaco GP was on Sunday, 29th May, when the leader at the 
end of 100 laps of stoic concentration of the then 1.954 mile circuit, would take the 
winner’s laurel. The Works Cooper team was keen for a repeat performance of the 
1959 Monaco race won by Jack. However, they had some equally keen opposition. 

In readiness for Thursday’s first practice, the Works Coopers arrived with their 
two T53’s suspensions set up to induce oversteer and the Weber carbs set to help 
with low down torque from Cooper’s 2.5 Coventry-Climax engine to get the cars 
motoring out of Monaco’s tight corners quickly. That all came about after Brands 
Hatch tests held between the May Silverstone meeting and Monaco. However, 
the reality at Monaco wasn’t how it went for Bruce, having trouble with his car 
spluttering out of corners with a neutral response in the suspension department. 
So, some tinkering was required to make it a more drivable package for him. 
Second practice held on the Friday was an early 7.15am start for everybody and 
Bruce wasn’t quite focussed that early. He went out and whacked a wheel into 
a curb, resulting in a new rear wheel and chassis check required before further 
practice that would see him record a 1minute 39 seconds to Jack’s 1.37.3 lap time.

The third and final practice on Saturday had both Works drivers run some quick 
laps before filling up the fuel tanks to check each car’s handling with the extra load. 
Then, for Bruce the realisation dawned that he was sitting with a time that saw 
him in 15th of the 16 grid positions available (from 24 entrants). So, he went back 
out trying to get himself a bit further up the grid, only to be waved in soon after 
with fluid seen coming from his car. An initial search found no trace, but further 
inspection revealed a missing bung from the gearbox. Finding something suitable to 
replace the missing bung, fell to Coventry-Climax engineer, Wally Hassan, using a 
camshaft rev counter drive end to fill the offending orifice. Bruce then had the task 
of bettering his time on a circuit covered with his own oil!

In this era, most Grand Prix team resources weren’t plentiful (well not by modern 
standards). It wasn’t like you could just whip back to the huge inventory in the 
truck, so a bit of cunning and daring do often help. Jack’s car needed new springs 
flown out before the race and Charles Cooper arrived at Nice airport with a spare 
gearbox marked ‘personal’ – no doubt to avoid converting his hard earned pounds 
Sterling to Francs on customs duty!

Jack would start on the middle of the front row with Stirling Moss’ RRC Walker 
Lotus 18 flanking him on pole to his right and Yeoman Credit Cooper driver Tony 
Brooks to his left. Despite the oil, Bruce managed to move up to 11th on the fifth 
row with his new fastest lap set at 1.38.6.

At the start Jo Bonnier’s BRM P48 came through from 5th on the grid to lead the 
opening laps with Jack and Stirling Moss in pursuit. Each of them would have a 
share of the lead during this race. Bruce’s car, having had last minute fixes on the 
start grid, initially dropped back a place from 11th before he got into his rhythm 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

MCR Honorary President, Mike Cooper’s grandfather, 
Charles Cooper on the gird at the 1960 Monaco GP

The 1960 Monaco GP has just started as No.28 Moss, 
No.8 Brabham and No.18 Brooks, launch from the front 
row while no.2 Bonnier, gets ready to thread his BRM 
between both Coopers into the lead
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and ultimately moved through the field, enough so to be credited the fastest race 
lap on lap 11 with a 1.36.2 as he had a short battle with Chris Bristow (who was 
dropping places with a failing gearbox) before Bruce had the Hills in his sight – 
Graham (BRM) and Phil (Ferrari). Then a rainstorm arrived to mix things up for 
everyone – both Works Cooper drivers included.

Around the 41st lap while leading, Jack spun and hit the wall near Ste Devote and was 
essentially out of the race. Bruce had several spins, one at Station hairpin, and wanted 
motor racing journalist/photographer, David Phipps to give him a push thinking he had 
stalled the car. He hadn’t and got moving again. Then, no doubt to his own annoyance, 
Bruce had a second spin where Jack was back inspecting his damaged car. Facing the 
wrong direction, Bruce got his teammate to watch for a clear break in traffic so he could 
correct his direction of travel. A third moment involved a 360 at Gasworks. He wasn’t 
the only one having an eventful run: Graham Hill destroyed the steps of the timekeepers’ 
box during a spin and didn’t do his BRM much good either. There was a slight irony here 
with the timekeeping during early practice found to be lacking, as the clock was not 
accurate enough to allow lap times to be posted between 3 and 6 seconds too fast. 

As the race neared its end, it was noticed that there was only four cars still racing, 
meaning there was finish money up for grabs. So, a few of the wrecks lying around 
were reinstated to the circuit to limp and crab their way around trying to get to the 
chequered flag. A bent Brabham T53 was one, but he failed to reach 50 laps for 
classification as a finisher. With a degree of luck in not clobbering something when he 
was spinning, Bruce was home second to the Moss Lotus 18 that took the win and Phil 
Hill’s Ferrari Dino 246 picked up third place. Admittedly, they were only two rounds 
into the Championship, but Bruce McLaren could proudly say he was the leader in the 
standings and would stay there until his team-mate took over at the British GP.

The following weekend’s Dutch GP on the sand dunes at Zandvoort on 6th June meant 
the Works Cooper team had planned to head straight from Monaco to the dunes. But 
that was before there was a bent car to attend to. Other teams had damaged cars to 
repair as well, but the Brabham T53 really needed to be back at Surbiton to enable 
a proper strip and rebuild to take place. There was no spare T53 at that stage given 
both Monaco cars were less than a month old. What would follow was a great piece of 
commitment from the small team and particularly, chief mechanic Mike Grohmann.

Logistics-wise, to get the car back without the Cooper transporter going all the way back 
home, meant their trailer with the damaged car was left at Dunkirk for return to Dover, 
then hitched to the Ken Tyrrell Cooper-BMC Team’s Formula Junior transporter for 
the journey back to Surbiton, the FJ’s having held their race at Monaco on the Saturday. 
From Dunkirk, Mike Barney then set off to Zandvoort with the Works Transporter minus 
Mike Grohmann, but with new F1 team recruit and Monaco spectator (although already 
Cooper employee), Martin Fothergill to lend a hand with preparation.

Mike Grohmann’s strip and rebuild of the T53 at Surbiton was against the clock from 
the start. From Wednesday lunchtime, when the damaged car arrived back at Surbiton, 
that involved stripping down to realign the chassis and all the other necessities to get 
the rebuilt car back on a trailer bound for Southend on Friday morning. This meant 
there was precious little time for rest and refreshment for a weary race mechanic. 
That was, of course, part and parcel of life for so many race mechanics.

That first weekend in June 1960 happened to be Whitsun long weekend, with many 
Brits on the move and Channel flights hard to come by, made more difficult with a 
Ford Zodiac towing trailer and race car. So getting the whole package on European soil 
meant Mike and the Zodiac went on one flight with the trailer and race car meant to 
follow on the next. In reality though all it did was test Mike’s patience (with it quite well 
recorded he didn’t have much of after mammoth all day and night rebuilds - even if you 
were Charles Cooper). His flight arrival in Calais, France rather than Ostend, Belgium 
where he wanted to be, only served to test him further and one probably didn’t want 
to be the official likely to have received a few of his thoughts when he wanted a flight 
straight back to Southend, even though he had the option of getting in the Zodiac and 
driving to Ostend. I can only imagine things weren’t any better when he got back to 
Southend to find Jack’s repaired Cooper and the trailer it had been on, separated by 
ground crew and the later pushed aside with no intent to put it on the plane. 

It was indeed a week where the trailer had been front and centre of Cooper’s 
mechanics’ minds, not because it was a necessary tool of the trade, but because there 
had been another incident during the run from Monaco to Dunkirk to return Jack’s 
damaged car to Surbiton for repair. The Cooper transporter (like most) didn’t have the 
best rear visibility and, upon checking, Mike Barney noticed that there was no shadow 
visible from the trailer and racing car supposed to be behind them. The resultant back 
tracking found the errant equipment in a farmer’s field. Never a dull moment!

More next time… 

Stephen Dalton

The tight streets of Monaco with Bonnier’s BRM leading 
Brabham’s Cooper and Moss’s Walker Lotus. The first 
time a rear-engine BRM would lead a GP. The irony being 
Jack Brabham helped test the prototype rear-engine BRM 
at Goodwood in late 1959

Wrong way go back! – Bruce having spun his Cooper T53 
faces Richie Ginther’s No.34 Ferrari – the first evolution 
of the famous Italian marque’s rear-engine race car

Cooper’s skilled Chief mechanic Mike ‘Noddy’ Grohmann. 
Known to tell his boss what he could do when pushed and 
ultimately went to work for Jack Brabham’s own team. He 
died way too young at 32 from cerebral haemorrhage in 
January 1964. It was a different era, but bad police work 
nonetheless, when found slumped in his Mini near Godalming 
they thought he was drunk. So it was off to the cells



MINI CHALLENGE Donington Park GP
By David Young

COMPETITION

16th/17th September and 23rd/24th September

Cooper and Open Class
Open Class
Qualifying

With just qualifying to do on Saturday, the drivers and crews were 
busy polishing and making sure cars were up to their best. Some 
had been testing on the Thursday and Friday. Chloe Hewitt was 
having problems, brakes, fuel levels, steering pump, electrics as 
well as nerves. The Zoo Crew had their work cut out. Aaron 
Reeve had a reshelled car after the Oulton Park acrobatic show. 
Aaron had spent lots of time getting a good setup over the last 
few days. Expectations were high. Rob Austin in his ExcelR8 run 
Bizkarts R56 was feeling lack of power, but could not find any 
issues to fix. Ben Dimmack was his usual chilled self, Donington 
being his home circuit, he was relaxed, 8 laps should be on as 
1minute 50 seconds is a good time and 15 minutes is the allotted 
time. Ben was quickest straight out of the box, he put heat into the 
Dunlop tyres and the 2nd lap he put in was a 1:50. Rob Austin was 
not too far behind with a string of 1:51 and then 1:50.311 on the 
6th lap gave him P3. Aaron visited the pits, put in some magic dust 
and put in a stonker of a lap at 1:48.421 to claim pole along with a 
few raised eyebrows.

P1: Aaron Reeve 1:48.421
P2: Ben Dimmack 1:50.104
P3: Rob Austin 1:50.311

Race 1 

Sussex Road and Race had spent a long evening and a few beers 
setting Chloe’s car up, fixing various electrical issues and doing the 
tracking. Would her luck change? A brilliant start by Ben Dimmack 
slotted him behind Aaron in pole. Star of the start has to be Tim 
Bill, making up 3 places in the 1st lap. Chloe and Neil Ginley played 
tag with Andy Montgomery until Andy threw an alternator belt 
thus leaving Kevin Owen in P4. Meanwhile, the front runner's race 
was between Aaron, Ben and Robin in a nice straight line. At the 
halfway point Aaron made his lunge up the inside of Ben stick, 
having had a few changes of position at each bend. Aaron would 
take P1 on the straights only to give it back on the bends. Once 
in front, he managed to pull away, Ben had used all his race craft 
to keep Aaron at bay but had to concede on the 4th lap. It looked 
to be a great second race coming up just before lunch with the 
reversed grid!

P1: Aaron Reeve
P2: Ben Dimmack
P3: Rob Austin

Race 2

All set for the last race for the MINIs. Tim Bill on pole alongside Chloe 
Hewitt, Kevin Owen in P3 with Rob Austin in P4. Ben Dimmack on 
the 3rd row alongside Aaron Reeve, with Neil Ginley alongside Andy 
Montgomery in his fixed car. Ben made a superb start and carved his way 
through the field, Chloe having to give way to Ben initially and then Rob 
Austin. The second lap saw Ben up to P1 with Rob Austin in P2, Aaron 
Reeve in P3 but his car was spraying oil out underneath the car, by the 
time he came to the Fogarty Esses, the underneath of his car was ablaze. 
He managed to pull over and get out of the car where the ‘orange army’ 
attended to the flames, while Aaron was a bit white and shaken. The 
race was red flagged. The restarted race was to be over 7 minutes and 
so the cars aligned in their positions at the red flag. Ben Dimmack in P1, 
Rob Austin in P2, Chloe Hewitt in P3, Andy Montgomery in P4 followed 
by Kevin Owen and Neil Ginley. Ben Dimmack charged away leaving a 
sizable gap (4 seconds) in front of Rob Austin, while Chloe had a mirror 
full of Andy Montgomery who just could not get passed. He got his P1 
with Rob (Robin) Austin in P2 and Chloe getting her 2nd trip to the 
Podium in P3. To say she was excited would be an understatement. A 
terrific performance from her. Congratulations to Sussex Road and Race 
who set her car up so well and the Zoo team as running her car.

P1: Ben Dimmick 
P2: Rob Austin
P3: Chloe Hewitt

Cooper Class 

Qualifying

Expectations were high for the weekend with Matt Hammond, Jessica 
Hawkins both in contention for the Pro Class championship, with both 
Sam Weller and Richard Newman keeping them honest. 

As to be expected, qualifying was a tightly contested 15 minutes, with 
pole position changing many times. With 2 laps to warm up the tyres 
and then a blast round at race speed, does not leave too much time to 
do your best lap. Traffic is a major issue with 18 cars on the track, so 
management of clean air or slipstreaming is vital. The last 2 laps were 
breath-taking with the Richard Newman putting his car on pole, then 
Jessica Hawkins took it back and then Matt Hammond took pole on 
his last lap. Great to watch too. Sam Weller was not his best with a P5 
neither were the Walton’s with Mark Cornell being between them. James 
Goodall put in a few very quick laps for P4, and Bryony King was in P6 
with Darren Chatt not having much joy either.

In Am Class, the order was as to be expected, with Stuart Mclaren getting 
the pole on his last lap followed by Andy Godfrey, Chris Middleton, Adrian 
Norman, Gary Papworth, Dale Jamieson and Darryl Brown.
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The small but quality grid at the start

Frying tonight? Aaron Reeves car going into the Esses



COMPETITION

Pro:
P1: Matt Hammond
P2: Jessica Hawkins
P3: Richard Newman

Am:
P1: Stuart McLaren
P2: Andy Godfrey
P3: Chris Middleton 

Race 1 

A great start by both Matt Hammond and Jessica Hawkins, the 
potential of a great battle with Richard Newman mixing up with 
them as well. Matt Hammond had the fastest lap up until the last lap 
when Richard Newman piped him and then so did James Goodall. 
Unfortunately, on the 3rd lap Chris Middleton dropped a wheel on 
the edge at the Esses causing the safety car to come out for the next 
2 laps. This allowed all the field to bunch up. With a safety car out, 
not only does it bunch the field up it effectively puts the Am cars 
right up behind the Pros. Stuart McLaren had a commanding lead 
as was never really challenged to take P1 in his class. Meanwhile, 
the Pro class were all tightly bunched and they did the last two laps 
at race speed with elbows firmly out. A very tight finish with Matt 
Hammond in P1, Jessica 0.23 seconds behind and Richard Newman 
in P3 0.38 secs behind. A 1,2,& 3 for ExcelR8. 

Pro: 
P1: Matt Hammond 
P2: Jessica Hawkins
P3: Richard Newman.
Fastest Lap James Goodall

Am:
P1: Stuart McLaren
P2: Andy Godfrey
P3: Dale Jameson
Fastest Lap Stuart McLaren
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Up the Hill to Goddards

The Pro and Am classes on the grid Who gets there first?

When the safety car is deployed they all bunch up on the run down to the Hair pin



Race 2 

Reverse grid time, and pole was given to James Goodall with Sam Weller 
in P2. Both are very quick drivers, so they should be exciting and what a 
pair to try to overtake! Next up is Richard Newman then Jessica Hawkins 
and Matt Hammond, followed by Owen Walton, Bryony King, Simon 
Walton, Mark Cornell, Darren Chatt and Ethan Pitt. 2 rows are left 
clear and with a 10-second wait, then the Am Class lineup with Adrian 
Norman on pole, P2 to Gary Papworth, P3 Dale Jameson, P4 Andy 
Godfrey, Stuart McLaren, Daryl Brown and Owen Walton.

A great start again and Matt Hammond was on fire, not actually on fire 
but quick of the blocks straight into P3 with Jessica right behind him. At 
the Esses Simon Walton had to brake hard and his rear end broke away 
sending him sideways into the barrier. 

An almighty thud broke the side windows with surprisingly little body 
damage. Simon was OK but had to get out of the passenger door. 
Meanwhile, with the Safety Car deployed, Darren Chatt’s engine decided 
it had had enough and put a con rod through the side of his block 2 laps 
before the end of the race. Stuart McLaren pulled into the pits with 
issues as well. The Safety car pulled in and we went racing again. Matt 
managed to climb up to P1 followed by Jess, Matt then pulled away from 
Sam, while Jessica was battling with Richard Newman who slotted into 
P3 demoting Jess to P4 for the last 3 laps. In Am class without Stuart 
McLaren up front, Andy Montgomery got P1 and stayed there Chris 
Middleton was P2 and Adrian Norman managed to fend of Ethan Pitt for 
P3. Dale Jameson and Daryl Brown followed them home. 

Pro:
P1: Matt Hammond
P2: Sam Weller
P3: Richard Newman
Fastest Lap Sam Weller

Am:
P1: Andy Godfrey
P2: Chris Middleton
P3: Adrian Norman
Fastest Lap Stuart McLaren

JCW Season Finale

With Brett Smith already crowned champion, this weekend was the 
Rookie Class winner and the 2nd and 3rd positions. Running as a support 
series to the British GT certainly draws the crowd. 

Qualifying

Brett Smith was playing a waiting game or saving tyres; he left his run late 
and went straight to the top. He surprised himself too! The 2nd pole of 
the season. The session was interrupted by a red flag as Rebecca Jackson 
in her Denso supported and Excelr8 car went straight on at the chicane. 

On the restart, all the drivers had to warm their tyres and make a last-
minute dash to put in their best laps. Rob Smith in his Evergreen Tyres 
and MINI VIP run car was in P2 with David Grady in P3. A great showing 
for last year’s champion in his privately run car. That was it for the 
Saturday. Cars were all cleaned, polished, fettled and set up ready for the 
first race after lunch on Sunday. Aaron Reeve was kept busy changing a 
broken driveshaft and differential on Richard O’Dwyer’s car. Guest driver 
David Robinson, a Caterham Champion was impressive with a P5.

P1: Brett Smith
P2: Rob Smith
P3: David Grady

Race 1

Brett Smith showed us all why he is the Champion. A great start and a lights 
to flag demonstration of his dominance. Initially, the race was about the 2 
Smiths, but Brett pulled out a 6-second gap by the chequered flag, such 
was his superior driving and setup. His Eurotech Car looked stuck to the 
track. Going exactly where Brett told it to go. Rob was equally impressive 
to watch, very relaxed but just not as well planted as Brett. A second a lap is 
all it took for Brett to pull away. David Grady, after a great start had to settle 
for 3rd. Again, a great well controlled drive, leaving the rest of the field in his 
wake. Reece Barr in his Sill Sunglasses and Excelr8 run car was the star of 
the race though. In his first season of racing, he showed us all how well he 
controls his car and was an unflappable P4. Rookie Cup here we come. 

COMPETITION
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Simon Walton on his way to the Armco

Mark Cornell leads Bryony King and Ethan Pitt through the Esses

The Neal twins at the Melbourne Hair Pin

Rebecca Jackson prior to her ‘incident’



George Sutton was next up in P5, following on from his victory at Oulton 
Park. A great 12 lap race. David Robinson had his fuel pump give up on 
the first lap. No racing for him!

P1: Brett Smith
P2: Rob Smith
P3: David Grady
Rookie P1: Reece Barr

Race 2

What a difference a Championship win makes. Brett totally relaxed, 
started the race at P4 due to the reversed grid draw. He surged through 
the field with ease. Reece Barr who was on pole position, had worn tyres 
and took the first 2 laps with care. Rob Smith swamped him as did David 
Grady. Charlie Butler-Henderson gave all he had and managed to get 
P5, some great moves. The field is highly competitive and again we had 
a great 12 lap race with no Safety Cars. A complete contrast to Oulton 
Park when red Flags and Safety Cars dominated the races. George 
Sutton, Max Bladon and Stuart Gough all put in a great showing for the 
next few places.

P1: Brett Smith
P2: Rob Smith
P3: David Grady
Rookie P1: Reece Barr

The JCW racing is so very close and great fun to watch. A fitting finale for 
the series.

To quote Brett “ What a perfect way to finish the season.” With the 
BTCC next weekend, how will he go? Will he be back to defend his MINI 
CHALLENGE title?

David Young

COMPETITION
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The 3rd lap of the race, all together now!

Brett Smith running home in 1st place the second of his 2 out of 2 wins

Reece Barr in the Sill Sunglasses sponsored car at the Hairpin

Brett Smith with Richard Skeels and Martin Poole, 
the ‘A’ Team from Eurotech

Redgate on the 1st Lap



COMPETITIONCOMPETITION

Round six of the old stager and Mini Sport Cup rally 
on the Isle of Man Peter Ellerby
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September is Isle of Man time for the Mini crews with 160 miles of 
classic stages on closed roads over three days, which means we do 

the equivalent of three one day rallies in one go. The old Stager and 
Mini Sport Cup split the rally up into two rounds. Round six starts on 
Thursday afternoon and ends on Friday at about five pm in the service 
park after eleven stages over these famous roads. Round seven then 
starts with another ten stages which end on Saturday afternoon, so a lot 
of points are up for grabs. My report for this month is going to be about 
round one as there is a lot of action to report on. 
 
Most of the Mini crews arrived on the island on Tuesday afternoon so 
they could take part in the recce on Wednesday. This is so you can check 
and amend your pace notes which are allowed on this very fast and tricky 
event. When I say most of the crews arrived in the afternoon two crews 
arrived at 5am due to Shane Gamble, who, being asked by Clive King to 

book the 2.15pm afternoon boat, booked the 2.15am boat by mistake, 
which caused a laugh in the service park among the Mini crews. The 
recce let you travel over all the planned stages but you had to keep your 
speed down and not exceed 40mph. Also, you could not use your rally 
car it had to be a standard road car.  A total of 12 Minis had made the trip 
including three crews from Japan who come every year. 

The problems started early for one Mini crew as Rhodri Roberts was 
seen on Wednesday removing his engine in the service park as he had 
lost oil pressure. He worked on the car trying to repair the engine but 
without any luck, and it was only with the help of Ian Claire who had 
with him a spare short motor. That then enabled Rhodri to get out 
on Saturday in the Trophy round which only runs on Saturday, but all 
the hard work put in by him and his crew was worth it as he won his 
class and picked up an award.

Class H7 winners Ian Claire/Anthony Elkes, Peter Horsburgh/Graham Carter and Shane Gamble/Bob Ward

MiniSpares team cars at start
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The official start of the rally was held on the Douglas prom then 
followed a short drive to the actual first competitive stage starting 
point which was the famous marine drive along the coast. Colin 
McDowell/Michael Spence set the fastest time of 1.4 seconds ahead 
of Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill, and third was Ian Claire/Anthony 
Elkes 20seconds back with Peter Horsburgh/Graham Carter who 
this year were only entering this rally in fourth, whilst Peter Ellerby/
Ben Anderson a close 0.7 of a second back in fifth. Tragedy struck 
championship leaders Clive King/Anton Bird after only two hundred 
yards into the first stage with a broken diff. They would take no further 
part in the rally.

Stage two saw Ray Cunningham set a time nearly one and a half 
minutes faster than the second placed man Peter Horsburgh, with 
Ian Clare third eight seconds further back. Unfortunately, both 
Colin McDowell and Peter Ellerby had problems on this stage. 

Colin went off and got stuck in a ditch losing nearly four minutes 
to Ray Cunningham. Then when Peter Ellerby started the stage 
the rain came down but he forgot to turn on his heated screen 
and lost 55 seconds to his old rival Peter Horsburgh. Fifth was the 
Japanese crew of Yoshinao Tsuchiya/Kanagawa and sixth Shane 
Gamble/Bob Ward.

Stage three was the usual stage section on the Douglas prom with 
two cars starting side by side which provides great viewing for the 
spectators. Colin McDowell set an unbelievable time which was 
twenty seven seconds faster than Ian Clive and Ray Cunningham 
Shane Gamble /Bob Ward were forth ahead of Yoshinao Tsuchiya.

Stage four saw Ray Cunningham back in front with a time of 8 
seconds up on Ian Claire. Peter Ellerby was third taking 5 seconds 
back off Peter Horsburgh; Colin McDowell could only manage 
sixth fastest as he was catching up slower cars on the stage due to 
his earlier off in the ditch. On stage five Ray Cunningham was flying 
and setting times that were better than the Porsches could manage 
and 15 seconds up on Colin McDowell. Ian Claire got third ahead 
of Peter Ellerby with Peter Horsburgh 13 seconds back, Shinobu 
Kitaani/Takafunedai Yokohama another of the Japanese crews 
taking sixth place.

Stage six was the famous Little London stage where again, Ray 
Cunningham put in a very fast time and 20 seconds up on Ian Claire 
who just beat Colin McDowell by point seven of a second as the 
battle hotted up. Peter Horsburgh got the better of Peter Ellerby by 
5 seconds with Andrew O'Hanlon/Ryan Taylor having a good run to 
get sixth fastest.

On stage seven Ray Cunningham was setting top sixty times in his 
Mini, beating more modern cars and was 43 seconds faster than 
Colin McDowell, third was Peter Horsburgh ahead of Ian Claire with 
Andrew O'Hanlon Shane Gamble Peter Ellerby in that order on the 
same second.  Eric Davies/Russel Joseph on their first visit to the 
I.O.M. where starting to put in some good times.
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Overall Mini winner Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill's car at start

Minis at the grandstand finish
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On stage eight Colin McDowell put in a great time only 5 seconds 
down on the other flying Irishman Ray Cunningham, Ian Claire was 
third with the two Peters fourth and fifth and Shane only point 
four of a second behind Peter Ellerby. Stage nine and again the 
two Irish crews were out front but only three seconds apart as 
Colin was now getting a clean run after his earlier problems. Peter 
Ellerby had a good run on this stage beating Ian Claire into fourth 
but only by point one of a second. Andrew O'Hanlon also had a 
good run to take fifth with Peter Horsburgh sixth. Unfortunately, 
Stage ten was cancelled.

Stage eleven was also cancelled after seventy cars had passed through 
due to an accident. This brought an end to leg one and the final 
positions on Friday afternoon were; first Mini Ray Cunningham a 
whopping five and a half minutes ahead of second placed Ian Claire, 

Colin McDowell still playing catch up after his earlier off was third, 
with the two Peters fourth and fifth respectively with Mr Horsburgh 
staying ahead. Shane Gamble was sixth with an ever improving Andrew 
O'Hanlon seventh, Shinobu Kitani eight and his fellow Japanese crew 
of Yoshinao Tsuchiya a close ninth. Eric Davis got tenth with the all girl 
crew of Louise Thomas and new co-driver Heidi Woodcock having a 
clean run in eleventh place. Then Paul Taylor with his daughter Jemma 
Taylor on the notes had a steady run leaving the road twelfth. 

With only one hour in service, the lights were back on for the next 
stage which would be the start of round seven going through the centre 
of Castletown, one of the most famous stages of the rally and my 
report next month will include the next ten stages of action.

Peter Ellerby

Japanese crews at finish

Peter Horsburgh and Graham Carter on a night stagePeter Horsburgh neatly existing a sharp right hand bend
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

570 FMO resurfaces

After being off the radar and assumed 
lost forever, 570 FMO has resurfaced 
after many years. Owned by Ernie 
Campbell from Northern Ireland, 
Ernie had been in touch with me a 
few times trying to arrange to meet 
up when we did the Minis to Ireland 
run at the end of September. As we 
were venturing into Northern Ireland 
for a few hours on one of the days, it 
seemed a good opportunity. He was 
arranging for a few members to meet 
us with their cars, so I was happy to 
do just that. It was only on the third 

occasion, when we were finalising a time and place to meet, that he 
said he’d bring along 570 FMO for me to see. To say I was surprised 
was an understatement.

The records show that 570 FMO only did two events whilst at 
Abingdon – the first the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally with Timo Makinen 
and Patrick Vanson, where they came 4th overall, and the second, 
the infamous Spa-Sofia-Liège Rally in 1964 where Jack Wordsworth 
and Mike Woods created history by being the only Mini to ever 
finish this gruelling rally. Here they came home in 20th place, some 
six hours late, but finish they did. It is also famous because of the 
hasty drive coupling change, near the end of the epic event, when 
the car was tipped onto its side to make the repair work easier. 
Luck was on their side, as the story goes that Peter Bartram, 
following in the service car, had put a single drive coupling in his 
tool bag at the last minute as an afterthought. Most, if not all of 
Abingdon’s attention, was really on getting the winning Healey 3000 
of Aaltonen safely to the finish, and the Mini was barely catered for 
in their service schedule, having to also look after three MGBs and 
three big Healeys. After the rally the car was sold to driver Ken 
James and the last records I had is that it was still around in 1967 
but there the trail ended.

Ernie tells me that he has had the car for over twenty years, 
slowly collecting bits and pieces for the build but was happy to 
report that he had obtained the V5 for the car from the DVLA. 
I was, of course, delighted to see the car and as is the way with 
many current builds, the shell is simply stunning, with gleaming 
2K paintwork. Sitting on lovely new SP44s on steel rims, the car 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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570 FMO as it is today

did look very nice indeed, with the correct lighting arrangement, 
albeit with spot lights rather than fog lamps and with a later 
Scandinavian sump guard fitted. 

He has gone to great lengths to try and get all of the details right 
but, inevitably, there are some details that need to be corrected. 
The positive of that is Ernie was happy to take on board the 
suggestions that I had made to improve the car further. One 
striking omission was the lack of Heuer clocks and also the 
incorrect Halda behind the magnifier found on this rather early 
car. For expediency Ernie has used a pair of modern clocks and 
a single Halda Tripmaster behind a Perspex plate until he can 

570 FMO on the 1964 Liege Rally
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negotiate the purchase of the correct watches and find one of 
the rare and elusive early Halda distance recorders. The interior 
with its full width dashboard did look very businesslike with nice 
new Newton Commercial brocade trim and carpets. The seats 
however, although I can’t be sure, may not be correct for this car. 
Certainly, the navigator’s seat fabric is one I’d not seen before.

The engine, built by Elgin Greer, sounded superb and once again, 
some details do need correcting to bring the car into the correct 
period, such as the deletion of the copper water pipe around the 
rocker cover and removing the engine breather. The wiring was also 
well executed with plenty of cloth covered cable in evidence although 
with only brass connectors rather than copper (which I do know are 
so hard to find these days). 

I’m sure when time and opportunity allows, Ernie will refine the car 
further and with his positive attitude, I’m sure that will soon be realised. 
Certainly it did look superb amongst the rest of the assembled red and 
white cars who met at Belcoo, just into the Irish Republic, all of which, 
bar one, were to be seen on the Minis to Ireland run - the exception 
being Elgin Greer who brought along his ORX707F. All together, a fine 
display and it’s really wonderful to see another Ex-Works Mini out and 
about and as Ernie is no stranger to Historic rallying, being a seasoned 
competitor, I hope that we can persuade him to bring the car out on 
next year’s ‘Mini to the Alps’ run – that would be good.

The BMW MINI/Mini advert!

Having written about the filming of this feature advert of the 1964 Monte 
Carlo Rally a couple of months ago, which BMW were producing, the 
finished film finally hit the air-waves in September and, whilst I applauded 
the effort in piecing this together, my initial fears, when I saw the original 
script, was sadly realised when I saw the film. I really was disappointed 
with the Hollywood ‘story’ fabricated around this 1964 rally depicting 
it as more of a race between a few cars going neck and neck – albeit at 
beautifully choreographed locations and with the cars looking every bit 
correct. It is just a shame that those involved seemed unable to fully grasp 
the concept and show the rally as it really was – “Welcome to Hollywood, 
What’s your dream?” (with apologies to the film Pretty Woman!) 

Robert Young

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Another busy month for the Mk1 
Register and another new car is added 
to it. This time a little further afield 
from the UK. James Robinson, from 
New Zealand, has got in touch with 
his latest purchase, which apparently 
took a bit of time to secure. His 1962 
build Austin 997 Cooper is finished in 
old English white with a black roof and 
is in remarkable condition, retaining all 
of its original trim including the ‘wool 
twist’ carpet. Another rare item is the 
formed plastic dash cover which most 
early Coopers and Supers had rather 
than the black leather cloth. But, as you 
can probably guess, thin plastic exposed 

to sunlight has meant so few of these have survived intact and hence 
why so many have been replaced over the years. The grain effect is 
slightly different as well, and I shall include a photo at a later date as I 
do have a piece of this somewhere. The sharp eyed amongst us will 
see James’ car has the taller brake master cylinder fitted. Some early 
cars were fitted with these and certainly from photos of one of the 
original press cars, such a cylinder can clearly be seen fitted to it. I 
shall hand over to James now who will tell us how he acquired his car:

“Twenty years ago, dad told me of a friend that had a Cooper in his 
garage, and at that time I had an 850 Mk1 so I was keen for Cooper 
ownership. When I first saw the car, it had already been in the garage 
for 15 years with the engine removed, the short engine and head had 
already been rebuilt, but the gearbox was still in pieces and needing 
work. The first look at the car was that of the most original car I’d 
seen and I’d offered to buy the car, but I was told that it was not for 
sale. Shortly after this I bought a Tweed grey 998 Cooper which was 
restored over a 10 year period. It was then sold on and replaced 

James’ Cooper showing few signs of rust
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with a Surf blue 970 Cooper S, but throughout this time, I did stay in 
contact with the owners and still offered to buy the car.

A few months ago, a chance meeting revealed that the car was now 
for sale, a price was agreed, and the deal was done, wow! About a 
week later I picked the car up and both the owner and his wife were 
very emotional to see it leave on a trailer. He was the 2nd owner 
having bought it back in 1966. He met his wife in this period, had 2 
children and the car was very much part of their lives, travelling many 
miles the length and breadth of New Zealand.

The original rear seat looking like it only needs a clean

The engine bay still has in place a rare fresh air heater

The rear floor of the car is in particularly good conditionOverall James’ car has been well preserved

Although now looking a little worse for wear, the interior has 
retained most of its original cooper features

Albeit now slightly twisted and dirty, the car has retained its original 
boot board
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To the register now and Peter Horsburgh has been in touch regarding 
the restoration of his July 1969 Austin, NAV 298H. Peter first contacted 
me back in February when he was trying to determine the colour of 
this car. The Heritage certificate stated the colour as ‘not recorded’ 
in the records, a DVLA trace showed the car to have been various 
colours throughout its life but the earliest record stated ‘white/brown’. 
After some deliberation, Peter decided it was probably one of the two 
Mk11 beiges and settled on El Paso beige with a snowberry white roof. 
Work has moved quickly since then and the shell rebuild and repaint 

Completely restored shell of Peter Horsburgh’s S, NAV 298H

Engine bay of NAV 298H

The car is sound, it will need outer sills and a drivers’ door, at some 
point the car has been repainted externally, the original fresh air 
heater in still fitted, however the heater trunk has been replaced. 
The gearstick gaiter is also missing, however the rare chrome head 
retaining screws were found under the carpet, lying exactly where 
they had been placed many years ago!”

Many thanks James, who has promised to keep the register updated 
with progress of this gem of a car.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

The original engine and gearbox partly rebuilt

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Thanks to all those who got in touch 
with views on the Government planned 
phase out of the internal combustion 
engine as mentioned in September’s 
report. Consensus seems to be that it 
is a highly ambitious target, with the 
practicalities and cost of providing the 
charging infrastructure, let alone the 
actual quantity of electricity required, 
being unrealistic by this date. Time will 
tell of course, but it seems our petrol 
fuelled hobby maybe be safe for a few 
years yet. Perhaps in the short term we 
should be more concerned about the 
planned introduction in May next year 
of a rolling 40 year MOT exemption! I 

can't see why this is a good move at all, I look on the MOT more as 
an annual safety check, a chance for an independent set of eyes to 
give my car the once over. Let's hope this is not a move to ‘ring fence’ 
our hobby for future restrictive legislation? 

Nick Hunter

Rear end of NAV 298H showing bootboard and right hand  
tank bracketry
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is complete as you can see; a superb job by Hylton Gott Garage in 
Downham Market. The shell has just returned to Peter and the fit up 
of all the refurbished running gear, including the original hydrolastic 
suspension set up, will now start. NAV is a new car to the register, a 
great addition, and I look forward to giving an update when the car is 
finished. Thanks for registering the car Peter.

Whilst at the excellent Stanford Hall show in September I was 
reacquainted with one of the most important cars on the Mk11 S 

Superb internal floor pan of NAV 298H

Impressive finish on the underside of NAV 298H

Built up subframes showing retained hydro set up for NAV 298H

register. The car in question is CLM 791H, a July 1969 Austin Cooper 
S which has covered an incredible 9,000 miles from new. 

Adding to its rarity, CLM was treated to a Downton No.5 Touring 
conversion from new, and then things get really interesting! To cut a long 
and colourful story short, the car was bought as a ‘getaway’ car by a 
London gang and was seized by the Police when the gang were caught. 
It was impounded by the Police and lay in storage for many years. I 
first had sight of the car back in 2004 at Beaulieu, where it was still in 
its original monotone white, quite the Q car. A subsequent owner had 
the car repainted and added a black roof, but apart from that the car 
remains incredibly original. The car has recently changed hands and was 
being displayed by its new owner, well known Welsh Mini specialist Dave 
Boswell. A rare example of how a factory original car should be.

That's all for this month.

 Until next time

Nick Hunter 

Dave Boswell’s recent purchase, CLM 791H

Rear view of CLM showing supplying dealer ‘Stewart & Arden’ 
marked number plates and rear screen sticker



Mini Cooper Register | 41

REGISTERS

Boot shot of CLM with original boot boardSpeedometer of CLM, perhaps the lowest recorded mileage of any 
Mk11 S?

Interior shot of CLM with original ‘Veltone’ carpets
Under bonnet shot of CLM, note the twin 1.5 inch H4 SU 
carburettors, a clue to the Downton No.5 Touring Conversion fitted
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Cooper S Mk 3 Register

Following on from last month’s report, 
the one owner factory black Mk 3 S 
that was in the Coys auction sold for 
£26,140 including premium. The car is 
now registered APP 539J rather than 
being reunited with its original number 
plate of EAN 202J. Incidentally, there 
was another Mk 3 S that was originally 
registered EAN 203J that has since 
disappeared without trace. This is not 
the same car as 202J as 203J is reported 
as being Blaze in colour. Do you have 
any knowledge of it? Someone did ask 
what the Passport to Service cover was 

like so I have aincluded a photo of one 
here for all to see. This particular style 

of service book wasn’t in use for long and so is quite difficult to find.

Another low owner car promptly appeared for sale in the shape of 
EPG 446J. This is an Antelope Mk 3 S that had been owned by, or at 
least in the possession of, Gabriel Konig who was fairly well known 
in racing circles, but was rather under the general public’s radar. 
Antelope is not the most popular of colours and wasn’t available 
on the Mini range for that long. I’ve only got three Mk 3 Ss on the 
Register that were originally that colour - and the last of these was 
built in September 1970.

Simon Wheatcroft

The last style of Passport to Service to mention BMC

EPG as seen on ebay recently

Gabriel moved back to Ireland a number of years ago and took 
EPG with her and had it on display in a small racing museum at the 
family home, Beaulieu House (not the one in Hampshire) which is 
near Drogheda. So far as I am aware, EPG itself did not have any 
race history. It certainly wasn’t mentioned when I saw the car about 
twenty years ago.

EPG was built in early September 1970 but not registered until 
1971. Since its return from Ireland someone has clearly done 
some work to it. The engine has presumably been out as the 
engine number plate is now missing and the engine colour has 
been changed from green to black. Current mileage is around 
91,000 so the engine was quite possibly due for a refresh. EPG 
appeared on an ebay auction and seems to have been sold for the 
reserve price of £25,000.

Before… EPGs engine bay whilst residing in Ireland

MYJ post restoration looking very smart in its Glacier white coat of paint

After … Engine now black and also sporting rather shiny  
master cylinders
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In September I organised a stand for the RSP Register at Minifest, 
the new name for the old Stanford Hall Mini Show. The British Mini 
Owners Club is the new custodian of this show and it turned out to 
be a cracking day.

Of the 14 RSPs on the stand nine were red; three were green and 
two black. Several cars had John Cooper S Packs.

We need to get a front row of black and green cars at a show in 2018. 
It was still a good turnout of the Limited Edition Coopers and, once 
again, one of the RSPs on display was of Japanese specification.
I took the opportunity, as people where leaving, to park my car in 
front of the Stanford Hall itself with a satisfying result. 

These above might make you think that the Mk 3 S market has 
stabilised but there are still cars for sale in excess of £40,000. The latest 
to appear on the market at this price bracket is MYJ 887J which was the 
subject of a long term restoration. I viewed the car in Dalkeith in 2007 
as I happened to be working in the area when it appeared for sale. At 
that time it was Island Blue/White and looking very sorry for itself. It 
was sold for a shade over £2,000 – those were the days!

It returned to the road in 2014 and looks to have been very nicely 
restored but I believe that the owner spends a fair amount of time 
abroad so has only put a few hundred miles on it in the last three years.

That’s all for this month

Simon Wheatcroft

RSP Cooper Register

With the summer now over and family 
holiday’s happy memories, I’ll hopefully 
have a bit more time to write an article 
or two for inclusion in future issues of 
CooperWorld. With my wife’s green 
RSP S still waiting for the restoration 
to recommence and my black RSP S 
mothballed, it’s my red RSP that gets 
out and about. Yet again red RSPs 
dominate any events I attend or stands 
I organise. In July we always have a 
Mini and camper/tent stand (not just 
for RSPs) at the excellent Kimbolton 
Country Fayre and Classic Car Show. 
As can be seen in the Photos early 

arrivals are dominated by red RSPs. 

Roger Hunt

 RSPs lining up at the Kimbolton Country Fayre 

Red and white dominated the RSP display at Kimbolton Country Fayre

RSP display at the all new Minifest Stanford Hall

My car at the end of the day in front of Sanford Hall itself

A bit more RSP colour variety as well as other types of Minis at 
Stanford Hall
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Here is what we know so far:

1. In common with all 1998 Model Year UK spec. Rover Mini 
Coopers, the UK spec. Rover Mini Cooper Sports LEs have a VIN 
prefix of: SAXXNNAZEWD; 

2. The equivalent Japanese spec. cars have a VIN prefix of: 
SAXXNNAXKWD
(note the `XK’ as the distinguishing feature);

3. The earliest recorded chassis (VIN) is 162681;

4. The highest recorded chassis (VIN) is 164444;

5. These particular cars should each be identified on the DVLA system 
as a ‘Rover Mini Cooper Sports LE’;

6. The vast majority are recorded as `Multi-coloured’ on the DVLA 
system, hence we are still no further forward on the colour split 
between examples finished in Brooklands Green vs those finished in 
Black (both with a White Diamond 2 roof); 

7. Sean’s list includes one lone Japanese spec. example with the chassis 
VIN SAXXNNAXKWD163175. It is believed that this car could be a pre-
production publicity vehicle, but the jury is still out until more compelling 
evidence comes to hand. The only other such car that I have on the 
register has a VIN commencing 166, suggesting that Japanese spec. Rover 
Mini Cooper Sports LEs were produced after the UK spec. run;

8. The true identity and whereabouts of R912 EOE, the Cooper 
Sports LE publicity car, remains a mystery;

9. The wide numerical gap between the earliest and last UK spec. 
cars does not imply that 1,764 cars were made. The factory VIN 

The true identity and whereabouts of R912 EOE remains a mystery

Rover Cooper Register

Following my recent update of the 
1998 Rover Mini Cooper Sports LE, 
I received an email from Sean Heath 
detailing no fewer than 91 of these cars 
that he had traced. Regular readers 
will recall that Sean has previously 
uncovered a number of pre-production 
Mainstream Rover Mini Coopers, 
amongst the chassis (VIN) sequence of 
what should have been exclusively 1990 
RSP models.

Production of the UK version of the 
Rover Mini Cooper Sports LE was 
confined to just 100 examples, and 
Sean’s investigation seems to bear this 

out. If we discount the one Japanese spec. car included in his tally, 
and add on two further cars that are on the register but not on Sean’s 
list, we have a revised total of 92 potentially surviving cars more than 
nineteen years after it was originally launched.

John Parnell

The register now includes all surviving UK spec. Rover Mini 
Cooper Sports LEs

Later in September Chas Whight organised our stand at the Pistons & 
Props Sywell Classic. At the show there were various Minis including 
Innocentis, but also Lambretta Scooters. Once again the display was 
dominated by red RSPs. 

It was wonderful weather for the time of year and good company 
made this show a fitting finale to 2017. 

More British Racing Green and Black RSPs next year please. 

Roger Hunt

Lambretta scooters mixed in with the Minis at Sywell 

MCR display at Sywell Pistons and Props
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allocation had a degree randomness about it, even when limited 
edition cars were produced in a single or series of small batches.

My thanks to Sean Heath for the considerable effort he has gone to 
for the benefit of all Rover Mini Cooper enthusiasts. 

Body Numbers

Back in the 1960s, the body number plates spot-welded to the 
bonnet slam panels of BMC Minis were always recorded on the 
production records and frequently referenced in the various parts 
books. The corresponding B20S numbers introduced in 1974, and 
found on the bonnet slam panels of all subsequent Minis, including 
our beloved Rover Mini Coopers, is almost treated as an irrelevance. 
Few members acknowledge it when registering their car and, 
consequently, the ones recorded on the MCR’s register records are 
relatively few and far between. 

Recently, I had to authenticate a late production Rover Mini Cooper 
that had been re-shelled. Understandably, the DVLA get a bit 
twitchy when this happens for fear that the car in question might be 
a compendium of parts from other similar vehicles, presented as a 
complete entity under one identity. 

The beauty of the MCR maintaining the various registers of known 
cars is that it gives us registrars’ a ‘feel’ for the association between the 
sequencing of chassis (VIN) numbers, engine numbers and body numbers. 
In the above case, the car’s restorer had thought to transfer the B20S body 
number from the old body shell to the brand new Heritage replacement. 
Although I do not have too many B20S numbers on my records, I had 
sufficient to confirm that it was numerically consistent with the associated 
VIN and engine numbers, offering proof, along with other salient evidence, 
that all of the vehicle’s essential components had, indeed, come from just 
the one donor car, the identity of which had remained unchanged. 

Speaking of B20S body numbers, there appears to have been two 
different sequences used during the 1990s. The first sequence carries 
the ubiquitous ‘B20S’ prefix. The second is subtly different bearing a 
‘2 B20S’ prefix. The change occurred approximately mid 1995. And 
the reason why? The body numbering sequence had reached 999999!

Until next month….

Enjoy autumn’s mists and mellow fruitfulness

John Parnell 

The second phase of body numbers has the prefix ‘2 B20S’ as 
shown on this Cooper Sport 500

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

Oyler Contessa an update:

For any of us who’ve restored classic 
cars it’s very rarely that the end result is 
achieved quickly. So, I was very impressed 
by a progress report on the coach built 
Oyler Clubman owned by Frank Hubbard 
that I featured earlier this year. From 
the pictures Frank sent, it’s beginning 
to look like new. The Oyler two-tone 
colours have been matched along with a 
replacement and contrasting vinyl roof in 
a similar style to W&P conversions. 

All the mechanical components have 
been refurbished and assembled back 
onto the body and the bespoke interior 

is well on the way to being refitted after leather treatment and 
restoration. My thanks to Frank for keeping me posted and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before I hear that the restoration work is complete.

Mini Cooper Mk2 1275 S Radford Deville

True coach built enthusiast Nev Smyth, has added another coach built 
gem to his stable, this time a 1275 S Mk2 Radford Deville which he 
recently imported from California. Nev explained that the S started life 
as a RHD model in Almond green with Snowberry white roof, before 
Radfords spiced the car up to the Deville livery. This was one of many 
RHD Minis, and especially Coopers, that went to the States in the 1960 
and 70s. From my understanding of the export rules at the time,only 
pre-1969 Minis were allowed into the US because of American safety 

Steve Burkinshaw

The first phase body numbers, like this one, has the familiar ‘B20S’ prefix

Frank’s Olyer Contessa looking like a new car

Rear shot of Frank’s car and note the unusual protruding 
registration number back plate
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a change of veneer and glove-box shape and a flatter instrument panel. 
Additionally, whereas most of these conversions had electric windows 
fitted, this car has wind up glass and fixed, not opening, quarter lights. So, 
there is less to go wrong with them in my experience.

A full body inspection revealed that the only rust in the whole car 
exists in the front wheel arch attachments. These items were most 
likely made and supplied by Wood and Pickett and were hand formed 
in steel. Some were screwed on under the arches whereas others 
were welded and the joins sealed. These arches were expensive to 
make and before long were moulded in non-rusting fibre glass and 
sold by W&P as an aftermarket accessory.

In addition to the pictures of Nev’s car, he also sent me an old picture 
of Michael’s Radford from someone in Spain, a picture neither of us 
had seen before.
 
Steve Burkinshaw

laws regarding the bumper height. Obviously, Mini bumpers were well 
below the height of most American cars at the time with their huge 
‘fenders’. In the 70s Americans were paying top prices for these cars 
before the Japanese market mushroomed ten years or so later.

Although Nev’s car is painted black, with all bright metalwork in black 
as well, originally, Radford’s painted the car in a two-tone scheme of 
gold top half and brown lower half, in similar colours and scheme to 
John Parnell and Michael Elkins’ Radfords. The interior trim features the 
de-luxe seats in the same colour vinyl as Michael’s car. Had the covering 
been in leather I doubt it would have lasted so well in a hot climate. From 
the pictures, it appears that the dashboard has been slightly modified with 

All bright work inc. Benelite grille painted black 

Originally painted gold over brown. Note, the later design with the 
single ‘R’ badge on the bonnet

Winding windows with fixed quarter lights and all enclosed door panel

Radford’s own design luxury seats in vinyl 

Redesigned fascia with instruments set directly into the panel Possibly a period photo of Michael Elkins’ Radford clearly taken in 
the 1960s
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Peter has created his own mask using a sheet of plastic styrene 
that he vac-formed to the shape of the original wheel face using a 
homemade former namely, an oven and a vacuum cleaner! After he’d 
formed the shape of the wheel, he carefully cut out the quadrant 
areas. This mask then sits on top of the freshly painted wheel, with 
a very slight gap underneath. The gap is tiny, but just enough for the 
satin black paint to form a natural soft line just as per the original.

Peter said he would consider making other masks to sell, if there was 
enough demand. The cutting of the quadrant areas would be left to 
the buyer, but this is still easier than trying to make your own mask 
from scratch. Peter has been sending me photos of the home made 

Innocenti Register

Firstly, this month I’d like to apologise 
for the lack of reports over the year. 
Unfortunately, not a great deal to 
report on as far as new cars added to 
the register go.

I didn’t get to Stanford Hall in September 
which is a shame, as Chris Hand was 
going to bring his early Innocenti Cooper 
MK3 along for me to photograph and 
document, so that I could compare it 
with examples of MK3s built during the 
middle and end of production.  
No doubt we’ll meet up at some point, 
and I can then get to see and document 
his rather nice and rare Innocenti Cooper.

Like most owners and enthusiasts, I follow the price of both Innocenti 
spares and cars through the usual ebay/Facebook groups and forums. 
I’m still surprised at the amount people are willing to pay for projects 
needing full restoration, when in reality; an already restored car is a 
far better option. I see basket case Innocenti Mini projects appear 
on ebay every few months selling for up to £3,000, yet completely 
restored cars seem to struggle selling above the £15,000 mark.

It’s well known that new old stock or mint used Innocenti parts cost 
a fortune these days and it’s always the same parts that command the 
greatest prices, because everyone is after them. Thus, buying an absolute 
basket case is the most expensive way of restoring any classic car. And 
this is especially so, if the car has been stored in a damp environment or, 
worse still, outside. Despite the bodyshells needing extensive structural 
and then cosmetic work, the reality is, that nearly all other parts will be 
scrap. All plated and painted metal parts will be rusted and pitted and, 
although you can thoroughly remove rust these days, you are then left 
with a part that will require some degree of labour intensive filling with 
body filler before primers and top coats are applied. Old metal plated 
parts are useless on a restored car since de-rusting usually leaves lots of 
pitting which only looks worse once it's re-plated. The only real solution 
is to try to source new old stock or excellent condition used spares. 
Bearing in mind that the majority of spares usually come from Italy, or 
nearby European countries where these cars were sold in, then postage 
costs come into the overall equation too.

Getting back to my original point, for example, a correctly restored 
Innocenti Cooper 1300 Export at £14,000 to £16,000 is going to be 
cheaper than restoring a basket case. Make no mistake, the time, effort 
and cost of sourcing parts from other countries is a long drawn out and 
very expensive process, which the owner of a correct and nicely restored 
example, has already saved you an absolutely massive amount of both 
time and cost. Believe me, I know lots of owners who have been waiting 
literally years for certain parts to turn up, and because reproduction parts 
aren’t really produced in great amounts, new old stock will always be king.

Onto a different subject, fellow owner Peter Bentley bought a set 
of new old stock 4.5 x 10 Firsat rims from me a year or so ago to 
change back to standard from the Minilight style alloys his car came 
with when first purchased. After a few years of restoration work, 
Peter’s car is almost at the point of completion. Despite Peter deciding 
to paint his Cooper 1300 Export a non original shade of orange, I must 
say that the colour is stunning, and suits the car well with its black 
roof. Although the Firsat rims were ‘new’, forty plus years of storage 
meant that they were chipped and scratched in places. After Peter had 
matched the original silver paint, his next problem was how to replicate 
the satin black quadrants on these wheels.

At the Firsat factory in Turin, these wheels would have been produced in 
great numbers at a fast pace. After the initial spray painting, then lacquer 
process, the wheels would be subject to some form of mask, so that 
the satin black paint could be applied. The mask would have covered 
the whole front face of the wheel, but leaving the quadrant areas open 
for the satin black to be sprayed onto. This is evident on new old stock 
wheels as the ‘soft’ or slightly ‘blurred’ paint line can be seen.

Foster Charlton

Peter’s homemade vac-form ‘former’ 

Vac-formed mask with quadrant cut outs
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September was a good month for newly found Supers, one in the US 
and one in the UK. 

To begin with, here is an update on a red and black Austin Super living in 
Washington USA. A while ago I featured this car, which had been rescued 
and then very well restored. Although retaining all of its special Super 
features, the car had been fitted with a Cooper S engine, gearbox and 
brakes, as well as a right-hand fuel tank. The car was recently sold via 
‘Bring a Trailer’ for the equivalent of £13,000. A good -looking car for the 
money, and a bit of a bargain really, whichever way you might look at it.

Details of another Super in the States were added this month to the 
register, and were supplied by the ever helpful Chuck Cheleker, my 
‘Super Spy’ in the US. An Austin Super, it was built in April 1962 and 
appeared for sale on ebay. It had been unused for many years and is 
likely to need much work to return it to good condition but it was in 
sound, complete and original order, though quite rusty in the usual areas. 
Nevertheless, it was another bargain at the equivalent sum of £1,500. 
It is difficult to know what might happen to this car. Being located in 
the States and there not being the knowledge in general of early Minis, 
especially Supers, I think, sadly, it is unlikely to be restored correctly.

The other discovery is quite remarkable really. It is a February 1962 
registered Morris Super. Its owner, John Best, approached me at Castle 
Combe, when I was stood near my own Super. He explained that he had 
bought his car in 1991 and had never used it on the road, although it is in 
running condition. He further told me that he had bought the car from a 
lady from my home town, Taunton! It transpires that it is a car that I had 
known many years earlier. It had been owned by a friend’s grandfather. I 
had seen the car driving around over many years; it had always been kept 
clean and tidy but over time became rusty and deteriorated. The last I had 
heard of the Super was that it had failed an MOT due to rust and had been 
sold. Since then there has not been a year that has gone by when I failed 
to think about the car and its fate. The elderly owner had died and no one 
else seemed to know what had happened to it. I had assumed it had been 
scrapped so it was a wonderful surprise to learn that the car had survived.

Austin Super recently sold in the USA

And another Austin Super recently sold in the USA on ebay

Mini Super Register

During the last weekend of September 
I drove my Austin Super Seven on 
a 150-mile round-trip to the Castle 
Combe Mini meeting in Wiltshire. It 
was a most enjoyable day, helped by the 
delay of rain which had been forecast. I 
was pleased to meet up with both Rob 
McShane, who also brought along his 
lovely red Austin Super, and Sally ‘Three 
Supers’ Browne. My car performed 
faultlessly during its journey. At Castle 
Combe on the track, it was a little hairy 
keeping up with the other parade cars 
being that my Super has period Dunlop 
C41 cross-ply tyres and no seat belts! Garry Dickens

vac-form machine and finished mask over the past few weeks and I’m 
speechless at the amount of skill involved. Contact me and I’ll put you 
in touch with Peter. Well done Peter excellent work!

Lastly, our friend (and all round Mini expert ) Giacomo Poggio in 
Italy, has managed to produce a mould to reproduce the ‘Leyland 
Innocenti’ pedal clutch and brake pedal rubbers found on Export 
models. Knowing Giacomo the results will be fantastic. Again, 
contact me and I’ll put you in touch with him.

That’s all for this month. 

Foster Charlton

Finished Firsat wheels 
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1275GT Register

There is an old saying in the motor 
industry: ‘Race on a Sunday, sell on a 
Monday’. In 1977 the Patrick Motor 
Group marketing team must have had 
this principle in mind when they decided 
to cash in on the success of the PMG/
Longman 1275GT they sponsored in 
the British Saloon Car series of the time.

The resulting offering was a tuned 
and repainted 1275GT based on a 
Tahiti Blue car; although for the less 
flamboyant buyer the white and red 
stripe adornment was optional. Special 
paint or not, the tuned specification 
comprised of a gas flowed head, twin 
1 ½ SU carbs, LCB manifold and a BL 

Special Tuning cam shaft. Fully balanced and fitted with a lightened 

Alan Clark

John has rebuilt the engine and replaced the floors, but largely the 
Super remains in original condition. He always wanted a Mini with 
‘Minilite’ wheels, so could not resist fitting a set of modern equivalents. 
Finally, my usual request that if you own, have owned, know of any 
Super or have any stories or anecdotes relating to one, then please 
get in touch, even if it no longer exists. . 

Garry Dickens

John Best's Morris Super

Garry's Super at Castle Combe 

Want to emulate Richard Longman? Now you can!

PMG’s in-house magazine from 1978
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With the DVLA records showing the last tax due date on TOE as 
December 1988 and with no MOT or SORN indicated, the indications 
are that it did not survive, unless someone knows differently?
Preservation of the PMG/Longman GT racing cars was thankfully a greater 
priority, with the 1979 winning car recently sold. The 1978 winning car 
is still part of the Patrick collection based at Kings Norton. Viewing the 
collection is by appointment only for clubs and groups on selected days.

The question of how many PMG GTs were ultimately sold is one I would 
like to pose to our readership. Having never come across a car with this 
heritage, I am doubtful that the promotion resulted in many sales.

Moving to the subject of preserving originality, member and 
contributor, Colin Johnston, has contacted me regarding his GT –

BVO 149H. Colin’s GT, being from the first year of production, has 
all of the unique features that go with a car of that era, amongst them 
being a cast iron water pump. The preservation of this pump, which is 
now leaking, has prompted Colin to seek the services of someone who 
can offer a refurbishment service rather than just fit a new alloy pump.

Well, between Paul our editor and I, we have managed to tracked 
down a company who have been specialising in refurbishing nothing but 
water pumps for all types of vehicles including boat engines for over 40 
years! They are called E P Services and are based in Wolverhampton 
and can be contacted on 01902 452914 or by email: sales@ep-services.
co.uk. Remarkably, they offer a life time guarantee which in this day and 
age of disposable things is quite something. And the cost of your actual 
pump being refurbished? - the princely sum of £25!

Thanks again to all my contributors, with special thanks to James Ellis for 
the loan of his PMG Gazette and selections from his photo collection. 

Alan Clark

Colin Johnston’s brace of GTs, 1972 and 1970 vintage

An under bonnet view like this deserves every touch of originality

steel flywheel, with electronic ignition by Pirana, the PMG GT sat on a 
smart set of Minilite wheels. Any other customer requirements could 
be catered for in the build, including a sunroof and audio options.

Supporting the promotion was PMGs demonstrator, TOE 10S, which 
was passed around the motoring press for review and reporting, with 
PMG’s own in house magazine, the PMG Gazette, running a feature 
article to launch the car.TOE 10S having done its duty, was ultimately 
offered up for sale and was last seen at the Patrick Motors Showroom 
at Warwick Road in the late 1980s.The asking price was £2,795.

Win on the track and sell in the showroom, the principle of sponsorship

A rare outing for the 1978 Longman GT, visiting the Black 
Country Museum
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 Modern MINI Cooper Register

So where did summer go? Did I miss it? 
MINI CHALLENGE 2017 is almost over 
except for the Ball and prize-giving.

I am still madly in love with my F56 
JCW even though I still hate the 
complexity of the iDrive Navigation 
system, probably due to my age. I try 
and clean it and wax it a least weekly. 
I believe that black only looks good 
when it is clean and shiny. The track 
exhaust is great if a bit noisy, but that 
is what it is for. When it is open, the 
exhaust is totally straight through with 
no silencer and you do get a power 
gain - well so MINI say!David Young

 JCW Track Exhaust -Really?

Haynes’ Building a MINI book

If you are into MINIS, and I assume you are if you have got this far 
and are a MCR member, then the latest Haynes Manual, ‘Building a 
MINI’ is must buy book. It includes a very well-detailed look inside 
the MINI Factory at Cowley, with a lot of details not seen on the 
obligatory Factory tour. It’s available from all good bookshops and 
of course Amazon.

News of the month (I am writing this in September) is the new JCW 
Concept car. It looks great, but I cannot believe they will put it on sale 
like it is, although you can judge for yourself. I do know that certain 
parts will be used for a ‘facelift’ in 2018, including the rear lights and 
maybe some spoilers.

BMW had chosen IAA Cars 2017 in Frankfurt to present the 
modern racing essence of a MINI in the form of the MINI John 
Cooper Works GP Concept. The car was apparently inspired 
by the carmaker’s legendary triumphs in the Monte Carlo Rally 
exactly 50 years ago. The concept car picks up the baton from 
the 2012 MINI John Cooper Works GP and 2006 MINI Cooper 
S with John Cooper Works GP Kit. Produced in strictly limited 
numbers of 2,000 examples worldwide for each, these two 
models explored the outer limits of their performance capability 
at the time. 

As the publicity brochure points out ‘The MINI John Cooper Works 
GP Concept is all about the unfettered feeling of driving and levels of 
performance found in motor sport competition. This is driving fun in 
its purest form’.

The design – compact proportions and sporting agility. 

The car is significantly wider than the current MINI; it has large 
front and rear aprons, side skirts and a prominent roof spoiler. The 
use of lightweight materials such as carbon fibre optimises the car’s 
power-to-weight ratio, whilst evenly balanced weight distribution 
ensures the MINI’s signature go-kart handling. 

“If you know about MINI, you’ll be aware of the brand’s long and 
successful history in motor sport,” says Adrian van Hooydonk, 
Senior Vice President BMW Group Design. “The MINI John Cooper 
Works GP Concept brings together the full suite of defining MINI 
design features and showcases them at their sportiest and most 
exciting. What we’re looking at here is maximum performance, 
maximum MINI.”

The front end. 

Large air intakes and precisely moulded air deflectors dominate 
the front end, which gives the car a race car low-to-the-road 
stance. Sharp cut add-on elements frame the smooth MINI 
silhouette and add to the track focus look of the car when viewed 
head-on. The space between the main body of the front end 
and the air deflectors further strengthens the car’s presence. 
The exterior is finished in Black Jack Anthracite paint – which 

JCW Concept front end
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The rear of the car is bordered by precisely formed air-channelling 
elements and the positioning of the LED rear lights on the outside. 
The half-Union Jack on each side, represent a nod to the concept 
car’s British origins. 

Like the front end and flanks, the lower section of the car has a precise 
and dynamic design. Carbon-fibre air vents and air deflectors are in 
optimum positions, and the two rain lights at the outer edges at the 
rear improve visibility in wet races. The distinctive central twin tailpipes 
low down at the rear are nod to the classic 1960s Works Mini. 

The interior – stripped down and with track-inspired elements. 

The interior is pared back to its core elements with its roll cage 
joined on board by little more than a pair of low-mounted bucket 
seats with five-point belts and a cleanly-designed instrument panel. 
Gearshifts are made using paddles on the steering wheel. 

All the elements of the interior are focused directly on the driver. 
The digital instrument cluster and Head-Up Display places relevant 
information directly in the driver’s eye-line, allowing absolute focus on the 
road to be maintained. Interaction between driver and car is otherwise 
digital, including touch-control adjustment of suspension settings in MINI’s 
familiar central instrument. It is left to the large emergency cut-off button 
and the traditional MINI toggle switches with start/stop button to provide 
a bridge between the digital and analogue worlds.

The character of the MINI John Cooper Works GP Concept is 
defined by a motorsport heritage which stretches back over more 
than five decades to the classic Mini, which was transformed by 
legendary sports car designer John Cooper, into a byword for 
driving fun on the road and an extraordinarily successful competition 
on the racetrack and rally scene, that included three overall victories 
in the Monte Carlo Rally. Today, the John Cooper Works name is 
synonymous with products and models where quality is rooted 
in established motorsport know-how and an association with the 
British premium small car which dates back to 1959.

David Young

shimmers between grey and black – and the accent colour is 
Curbside Red metallic (a matt red shade). 

At the centre of the front end the car has the distinctive MINI design 
cues such as the elliptical headlights and hexagonal radiator grille. 
Elements such as the Powerdome, including the prominent air 
scoop in the bonnet, hexagonal honeycomb radiator grille and air 
intakes in the front apron further add to the car’s sporty appearance. 
Additionally, colour accents in Highspeed Orange enhance the visual 
impact of the headlights and air intake. 

The lower edge of the large front apron reach down close to the 
road, while the car’s wide track and prominently flared wheel 
arches promise top-level handling and high cornering speeds. 
Another technical highlight is the front apron’s all-carbon-fibre 
construction, which reduces the car’s weight. The carbon matting is 
now directly visible and presented with a high-gloss paint finish with 
a red hexagon graphic. 

The sides. 
Viewed from the side, the narrowing windows and rising shoulder-
line creates a wedge shape and gives the car the appearance of 
powering forward even before it turns a wheel. The car number 0059 
references the year the classic Mini was born: 1959. 

Carbon-fibre side skirts provide the body with its lowest edge. 
19-inch Racetrack lightweight wheels are fitted in a classic race car 
multi-spoke design. Elsewhere, Curbside Red metallic and Highspeed 
Orange provide highlights to the exterior mirror bases and door 
handles respectively. 

The rear end.

Looks Nice from the side

Rear lights are a probable future face lift feature

A bit too design gone mad, cage is not big enough for track use
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

meeting is at 8.00pm, on 
Thursday 21st September 

Tortworth Court Hotel bar, just off the M5 J14: https://
www.phcompany.com/de-vere/tortworth-court  

David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

  Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire First Tuesday of the month
At 7.00pm

Marrowbone & Cleaver, High Street, Kirmington, 
Lincolnshire DN39 6YZ

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

  Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Scotland Sunday 12th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org
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Bristol, Glocs & Somerset Region

September has continued to be busy in 
the BGS region.  Unfortunately, rainy days 
prevented me from visiting a number of 
classic car shows this month. However, I did 
attend the Italian Job movie showing at the 
Bristol MINI dealership. The evening was 
good fun, as the sun went down, the screen 
became more vivid and the stereo system 
really brought to life the various engine 
notes. The Bristol MINI Festival increased the 
seat allocation to 80, and some 60+ people 
attended. The festival people were very nice 
and provided free nibbles and drinks.
 
The next event was the Mini meet up, which 
was relaxing and good humoured. However, 
the best day of the month was at Castle 
Combe on the 30th September. A big thank 
you to Brian Davage and his family who 
organised everything. There were some 17 
Minis on the stand and more Cooper Ss than 
any other club stand by miles. Two of our 
cars were awarded the prize of top 25 cars 
on show, selected by Mini Sport - not bad 
considering there were 100s of Minis on show 
– well done to their owners. There were a lot 
of people and cars at the event, loads to see 
and do, and it is certainly an event we will do 
again next year. 
 
That’s it from me.
 
David Dangerfield

Dorset Region

Our monthly meeting was held on 13th 
September, attended by fourteen members and 
guests, where the main discussion was the final 
arrangements for our Road Run from Ringwood 
to Compton Abbas airfield on 24th September.

As to the actual run, Dorset region members 
joined by Hampshire and Wilts members and 
the crews met at Ringwood. Those present 
were Martin Charles (tour leader), Rog and 
Lynne, Alan and Janice, Adrian and Val, Nigel 
and Hannah, Owen and Jill, Terry and Pat and 
Nick and Judy.

The route was planned by Martin, who duly distributed Tulip route maps to the fifteen members and guests in 8 cars. We all waited eagerly for 
the off! The route took us through 44 miles of glorious Dorset countryside. We travelled through Holt, Hinton Martel and the lovely village of 
Witchampton and then Tarrant Keyneston before a short stop at the former WW2 airfield at Tarrant Rushton.
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Parked at Compton Abbas Airfield Tarrant Rushton Airfield



Here there is a memorial to the RAF 298 and 
644 squadrons who played a vital role in the 
Normandy landings. On the night of June 5th 
1944, 6 Halifax bombers towing Horsa gliders 
carrying British troops of the 6th Airborne 
Division, landed near Caen and the river Orne 
to secure Pegasus Bridge and to thwart any 
German counter action during the 6th June 
landings. These missions were highly successful. 
Also from this airfield, SOE agents were 
parachuted into enemy held Europe in the later 
stages of the war.

Then on to Oakfield Fitzpaine, where shortly 
after some of us missed a right turn which 
resulted in a number of u-turns, Terry and Pat went AWOL. Despite the valiant attempts of Martin, driving at warp speed to catch them, we had to 
continue our journey without them as lunchtime beckoned. Thankfully, shortly after we arrived at the airfield, we heard the unmistakeable sound of 
a tuned Cooper S exhaust as Terry and Pat joined us for lunch.

We all enjoyed our various lunches, and then had lots of aircraft to view. All who participated agreed that they had a very enjoyable day. 

Our thanks to Martin for his excellent route and planning.

Looking forward to next year’s adventure.

Nick Stansmore

Herts and North London Region

Hello from Herts and North London region. Another report, what's going on? Well, we hope that 
by regular reports more of our regional members will be encouraged to come to our meetings.

We had a small representation of three cars at the classics meeting on the 3rd September at 
Capel Manor Gardens, near Enfield. Although we were outnumbered by a display from a local 
Mini club, Barry Knapp’s newly acquired Morris Cooper S attracted a constant stream of admirers 
(see photos).

On the 13th our regular monthly meeting attracted 20 members and guests to a fish and chip 
supper. This new idea was coordinated by Neal Goldspring and showed that good food is a great 
incentive to attend.

Looking forward to our December meeting, we have agreed to have appropriately Christmas 
nosh and details are being finalised by James. I hope that some of our other regional members will 
come to the festive board, so please contact me on the telephone number below if you wish to 
be included. 

Our region had three teams in the Minis to Ireland touring assembly, a very challenging event due 
to the usual combination of very bumpy roads and occasional extremely wet weather. There will 
be a full write up on that in December’s CooperWorld.

Rod Chilcot
Contact Tel: 01707 650107

Kent Region 

Hi from Kent! 

We are really looking forward 
to the Off Peak Run organised 
by Kent members, the Voss 
Family, the inspiration for the 
run coming from our Youth Co-
ordinator Sarah. Still not sure 
which car we will make the 
journey in depends on Bruce’s 
recovery after the Ireland trip. 
Many members from Kent 
made the event and very social 
able it was too. 
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Anyone seen Terry?

Kent Region (with an extra from Herts,  
Paul Chilcot) enjoying a beer!

Ready for the off

Most of the region who attended  
(apart from Greg Jones who was having a deserved early night)

Barry Knapp pictured standing proudly by his 
newly purchased Cooper S

This car belongs to Diana and Dave Foster, who 
were elsewhere on the show field at the time



We are looking at events for Kent already for the 2018 season, so any ideas let us know.

Don’t forget the region’s Xmas dinner is on Wednesday 13th December, please contact us 
for further details.

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. Next meeting will be 8th November. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

As I write these notes a pending autumn storm based on the remnants of hurricane Irma is 
coming in from the Atlantic, and it is a reminder that the Group’s Christmas Dinner is just over 
two months away. This year the date is December 4th and, as usual, the dinner replaces our 
regular meeting. This year our guest and after dinner speaker is Don Barrow, famous for his 
navigation skills and in more recent years for his Rally Navigation Equipment business. Don won 
the navigator’s award in the Motoring News Rally Championship four times,was BTRDA Silver 
Star Rally Champion three times and RAC Rally Champion and BTRDA Gold Star Rally Champion 
once each. He joined the BMC Works team in 1964 partnering Timo Makinen three times that 
year for recceing the Alpine Rally, the Tour de France Auto and the Spa – Sofia – Liege. He then 
competed with Timo on the Spa – Sofia – Liege and the RAC Rally where they finished second 
overall and first in class. He was also involved at times with the Triumph and Rootes Works 
teams. Having competed on many many National and International rallies with so many different 
drivers, he must have a few tales to tell. Another great annual dinner promises!

The September meeting featured our Motor Show night with a pie in a box option. A good 
number of cars turned out, which was incredible as the weather, once again, threatened to 
interrupt proceedings. As it turned out it dried up in time for the gathering and the wind changed 
to a southerly direction bringing warm and humid conditions from continental Europe. This 
change in the weather fortunately allowed us to view the cars and then sit outside and chat until 
about 10.00pm. The pies were good too! 

Moving on to future events now:

Monday 6th October. Our regular meeting will feature a quiz night. As usual there will be 
no questions about football or soaps, but highly likely there will be some obscure questions on 
areas of the Highway Code. Some questions will be about speed records and many on general 
knowledge as takes my fancy when I write the questions. Maximum team size of 4 people and 

there will be an entry fee of £1 per head with 50% of the pot going to the winning team, 30% to second placed team and 20% for third.
Monday December 4th. Christmas Dinner, which will be a ticket event, with Don Barrow as the guest.
Monday January 1st. A natter night – if we are able to stay awake!

That’s all for this month, but a reminder that all enthusiasts of Minis and MINIs are welcome to attend the Mid Staffs Region meetings held on the 
first Monday of each month. See the MCR Regional Meetings page for more details of the venue. 

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Scottish Region

Paul Devlin kindly provided the following report on the annual Bo’ness hill climb which took place during August. 

Due to a number of Minis competing in the hill climb, the region decided it would be good to put some cars on display. 

The region was due to have a number of cars on display, but unfortunately, there were some no shows. However, Richard Allen travelled up from 
Cumbria to put his Britax car on display. Richard is never swayed in driving his Mini to shows, whatever the weather, and racks up some mileage on 
his travels!

Paul Devlin brought his SPi along as well, which is an original Japanese specification, including air conditioning. This also drew a lot of attention due to 
the purists out there…which was great to see.
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Paul Winters AJJ, Bruce and Bob’s R53 
Hartge in a very scenic location

Don Barrow on the1964 Spa Sofia Liege 
with Timo Makinen Healey 3000

Don Barrow in the office
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Paul also took part in the Balmaha Road Run on the Saturday. This is also part of the whole Bo’ness hillclimb weekend, which has about 150 cars taking part.

With the show season coming to an end, we have the next regional meeting on November 12th, 11am at Norton House Hotel (Edinburgh). 
Hopefully, we’ll see a number of members popping out for the meeting, and weather permitting, a few cars as well. It won’t be long before we need 
to start planning out our 2018 events! 

Patricia and Ben Webb

Suffolk Region

Classics by the Lake, near Bury St Edmunds, is the second biggest event of its kind held in Suffolk. It is held on Andrew and Gina Long’s farm 
and all proceeds go to East Anglian Childrens Hospice. The event has already donated thousands to this deserving cause. The following Suffolk 
members supported the day, see photo L/R Terry Stendall, Rod Bance, Terri Drane, Jack Gray, Peter Drane, Richard Ashley (mug in Hand) Bill 
Price (judging duty) Steve (inni) Burch. A good day was enjoyed by all. 

On Sat 23rd Sept it was one of our Mystery tours, led by Jack Gray who lives in St Osyth, so it was no surprise when he led us into deepest Essex. 
Jack had something quiet special planned; by a varied route he led us to his good friends Andy and Sue Hayward’s holiday cabin at Flag Creek. We 
arrived at lunchtime and Sue had a marvellous spread of various sandwiches and savouries laid out for us to enjoy, and she insisted that we clear 
them! The surprise was that outside in the Creek, Andy had his boat moored ready to take us on a trip out to Brightinsea Bay and close to Mersea 

Island. The boat, which has two, two and a half 
litre Leyland diesel engines, has a good turn 
of speed. On our return, Jack had one of his 
specially baked Coffee and Walnut cakes ready 
for us to consume on Andy and Sue’s balcony, 
whilst enjoying the September Saturday 
afternoon sunshine overlooking the Essex 
marshes. Thanks again for Andy and Sue’s great 
hospitality and to Jack for organising the tour. 
One of those outings that is difficult to follow. 

Ian MacPherson
07749936274

Thames Valley Region

In August three crews from the Thames Valley Region took part 
in the Ham Sandwich Run.

Clive and Melanie Brooks in their MINI Cooper S, Ken 
and Margaret Hunter in their MINI One and finally, Terry 
and Helen Schraider in their MK1 rally prepared Mini. 
Unfortunately, we didn't win, but thanks to the Kent Region 
for a very enjoyable day. 

Clive Brooks
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Richard Allen’s Britax
One of the Minis taking 
part on the hill climb

MCR stand early on in the day

Paul Devlin’s Japanese SPI 
on the Balmaha Road Run

All aboard the Soulquest

Terry and Helen 
Schraider alongside their 
rally prepared Mini

Classics by the lake with Bill Price

Melanie Brooks with Lynne and Ken Hunter



Warwickshire Region

The Stanford Hall Mini show has always 
attracted my interest and this year was 
no exception as Jerry Filor organized the 
club’s presence under the Warwickshire 
Region banner.

The event had been the major show for 
the National Mini Club for many years but, 
as with all things, time takes over and this 
year the show was being run by the British 
Mini Club under the its Mini Fest banner, 
with such features as ‘the loudest exhaust, 
loudest sound system, weirdest horn and 
new for this year the tattiest Mini at the 
show’. Was this planned for the older 
members of the Mini community who after 
several decades of happy motoring in their 
originally noisy Minis, so that they could 
hear better? “Pardon” I hear you saying.

Jerry had applied for 15 spaces and all but 
one was filled with fine examples from 
every decade the Mini was produced; and 
not just Coopers. It did reveal how the club 
membership is now made up interestingly.

The region was pleased to welcome Darren 
Cooper to his first show with his 1990 
998cc Flame red car which has a John 
Cooper conversion. Another interesting 
vehicle was the open top Austin speedster 
in a very interesting shade of purple. We 
even had Steve Burch’s Innocenti amongst 
the Rover Coopers of Adam Linforth, 
Gary Hurst and David Arthur. I was a bit 
disappointed that the Farr’s defected to the 
RSP display with their new acquisition, but 
never mind, Patrick Walker brought along 
his RSP. We even had a Clubman GT thanks 
to Barry Chipman. Harvey Rogers came 
along with his 997 Cooper and Tim Ellison and Jim Partridge brought their Mk1 S. I took along my Mk 3 S to support Patrick’s 977 ARX. Finally, 
Richard Humphrey brought along his Britax replica race car.

A very special thank you goes to David Arthur and his son who helped Jerry erect the club gazebo in the morning and also rescue it from the lake 
when a sudden gust of wind caught it.

All in all a great line up so thanks to all the owners. We may even have attracted some new members.

Don’t forget the region meets at The Houndshill, Ettington, Nr Stratford-upon-Avon on the 4th Wednesday each month from 8pm, except 
December. We are starting to plan our annual meal together with our partners in January, date to be announced in the December magazine.

If you are not on the region’s email list and would like to be kept informed, then please send an email to me at - Warks@cliffdporter.co.uk

Finally, when you read this it should be November and our thoughts turn to the NEC show in Birmingham and also the Northumberland Borders 
Rally organised by the Northumberland and Durham region. 

Cliff Porter
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X722 OOK Mpi Registered 2001

S65 TDT Mpi Amarinth
P885 KOP Mpi Red/white

H590 XMW 1990 Mini Flame JC conversion
H701 DUE RSP

E79 WET Austin Special bodywork Speedster

ACE 384T Innocenti
JDU 807N Clubman GT
EDM 183J Mk3 s rally car

VYT 962G Mk 2 Britax Race Car Replica
OBP 31E Cooper s
BAE 701B Cooper s – International Race car

427 CAH 997cc Cooper
977 ARX Ex Works Rally car

The line up Innocenti owned by Steve Burch

An early shell

Richard Humphrey’s Britax Replica
More gold could have been 
loaded in a Radford’s hatchback
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FOR SALE AND WANTED

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to register vehicles that are 
without a vehicle identification number (V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may 
ask the police to inspect cars without either one of these identification numbers. Members 
and readers are advised to be cautious before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free (minis and mini parts only) 
providing they are not excessively long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote 
your membership number when writing. Non-members and trade members wishing to 
place a classified advert must enclose a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure 
to do so will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should be made 
payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977. All traders are required to state 
this fact clearly in their advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade. 
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) and/or chassis plates cannot 
be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in written form only please and addressed to the 
magazine editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Parts for sale

1 set of 1 and ¾ inch carbs complete with inlet manifold 
12A661P2 in excellent condition and just checked over by S.U. 
specialist. These carbs are off a Cooper S and similar to those 
fitted to the last of the works cars. Totally complete and very 
rare. £650. Tel 07740 095589. N.Ireland.

Remote extension from Cooper S complete with its chrome 
gear lever. A pair of Hardy Spicer UJ couplings. Cooper S forged 
rocker shaft - will need one replacement rocker. Full trim 
set from Rover Cooper - half leather 'Lightning' style. Taurus 
Oil Stat never used bought in 70s and never fitted! Four 12” 
standard steel wheels for refurbishment. 1.5 Deg bottom arms. 
Various Smiths instruments. Please email for photos and prices. 
Dick Robinson. email:  robinson_r11@sky.com 

Singer 45K walking foot sewing machine complete with 
machine table and motor vgc. £475. Eversure 2 gallon petrol 
can in vgc £15. Please contact bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Special Children in Need Mini Cooper ‘PUD5EY’ Corgi 1/36 
scale toy car made with Swarovski crystals by Ian Dunning 
aka Corgi LMinian. Limited production run of 300 models. £23 
including post and packing. £2 from the sale of each Mini goes 
to Children in Need. Credit Card order line open TUES through 
to FRI 6pm-10pm. Tel Ian on: 01482 653571

Parts wanted

I have lost one of the four Lucas ‘Q’ black spot lamp covers 
off my Works car whilst transporting it. Has anyone got 
a spare one that they are willing to sell me it would be 
really appreciated. If you can help then please email me at: 
hotblack@hotmail.co.uk Thanks.

Mk1 rear seat squab steel frame any condition with or without 
hair. Also a Mk1 steering wheel. Please Contact bryanpurves1@
gmail.com

Cars for sale

Mini 35 1275cc engine in very good condition. Proper interior 
factory fitted radio. This car has not been altered in any way. 
A new body shell unused to suit this car comes with the car. 
This is a great project and would leave a Mini 35 as new. 
£7,500. For details Tel: 02889541282. Northern Ireland

Early 1964 Morris 
1071 S. Almond 
green/OEW, 
original UK car 
with all original 
chassis, engine 
and body number 
plates. Believed 
to be 90,000 
miles from new, 
sympathetically 
restored some 
twenty five years 
ago including engine rebuild and unleaded cylinder head 
conversion - little used since. Quite a bit of history such 
as numerous old MOT's from 1980 onwards, tax discs, 
letters from previous owners, copy of old log book and V5's, 
receipts etc. Nice useable car, long MOT, freshly serviced 
and ready to go. £39,995 ono. Contact: Simon Wheatcroft 
Tel: 01827 830539. Warwickshire

Cars wanted

Wanted for my retirement a Mini 1275 GT must be genuine 
and in good condition or professionally restored. Email 
jama66@hotmail.com 
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
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BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR
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CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix
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a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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