
September 2017  Issue Number 357  £3.50



As the name suggests Mini Spares has
concentrated only on classic Mini parts
since 1975 and with an annual turnover
exceeding £15 million it is the largest
stockist, supplier and exporters of Mini
parts known to the trade and public
alike, worldwide.

The expertise and parts knowledge of
the 50 plus staff is second to none with
quality, prices and customer satisfaction
still a priority  for such a large company.

Mini Spares only sell parts, enabling
them to put their whole business
emphasis and energies into supplying
the best parts available today, purveying
original equipment or manufacturing
urgently required parts now that the
original factory and many original
suppliers have disappeared.

Unmatched buying power 
Mini Spares’ buying power allows them
to pass on huge savings to customers,
which in turn also allows them to buy
the huge quantities of stock required by
original suppliers to make the production
runs viable.  This has helped to once
again produce products such as AP
brake and clutch parts from the original
tooling that was used for cars
on the production line,
although some technical
changes may have been
dictated by modern EEC
legislation.

Quality is King!
As the world’s foremost source of
classic Mini parts, Mini Spares are
usually offered parts by every
conceivable supplier but not all make
the grade in terms of fitment and
quality. So to protect their customers
from problems Mini Spares only stock
the very best, proven items, such as
CV joints from original manufacturers,
while refusing to sell those from rogue
Chinese manufacturers that are known
to fail.  

Mini Spares also keeps an eye firmly
fixed on their own regular suppliers as

there was a
problem some
years ago with
heater valves
and then wiper
blades from
previously good
suppliers. Those
problems were
firmly and

permanently fixed by Mini Spares tooling
up to produce their own quality
products. Today Mini Spares confidently
sells heater valves that work properly
without leaking and wiper blades that
effectively clean the screen, even at
motorway speeds.

Other
parts that
Mini Spares
proudly
sells are
UK-made
lightweight
water
pumps that
out perform others, high quality 
standard and sports ignition 
coils, distributor parts and seat
belts for later cars. 

Made by Mini Spares
Mini Spares also produces its own bright
work parts such as all grilles, grille
surrounds,

stainless and chrome headlamp rims,
vertical and horizontal seam mouldings,
overiders, bumpers, plastic door mirrors
from 1980 on, interior mirrors, wiper jets
and 5.5 litre and left and right hand
petrol tanks.  

Mini Spares’ inventory of exclusive parts
extends to main engine parts and
internals such as alloy 5 and 8 port
cylinder heads, Group A and
performance copper head gaskets along
with many other important high quality

gaskets and seals, crankshafts, con
rods, flywheels, pressure plates and Evo

camshafts. 
Mini Spares also
produce all the A
plus and some vital
pre-A plus gears,
synchro hubs, baulk

rings, specialist performance gears and
five speed gearboxes. Mini Spares are
known
worldwide
for their
original x
pin diff
and plate
type LSD,   
but
probably
the best known of all specialist Mini
parts is the famous, original and
homologated HiLo suspension system.

Along with the original and upgraded
Mini cone springs, these parts are still
available exclusively from Mini Spares.
Mini Spares also offers a complete range
of steering racks and geometry items
such as lower arms, along with
driveshaft components like couplings,
Hardy Spicer units and differential side
covers.

Most of the orignal Mini exhausts
probably rusted away years ago - as
have a lot of the steel exhausts that were
sold to replace them! In order to
combine a lasting product with quality
design Mini Spares’ came up with their
own design of standard and
performance exhausts - the RC40 and
RC50 ranges, which continue to lead the
field in Mini aftermarket exhausts.

Authentic Reproduction or
Improved Design
Many parts are produced exactly to Mini
factory specifications, for example the
engine mountings which are produced to
original drawings, but some parts have
been  redesigned for better fitment or
undergone other upgrades. Radiator
hoses are now available with genuine
Kevlar strands for longevity - and are
often imitated by lesser brands!
Silicon hoses are also available as a
modern alternative to the traditional
rubber hoses. The modern silicone
hoses are unaffected by oil mist and
other contaminates that caused rubber
hoses to fatigue and ultimately fail.
Mini Spares have access to many
companies with original tooling as well
as their own that made parts for Rover.
All of their Mk1/2/3/4 rear lamps are
from original UK tooling unlike most on
the market.

If it looks too good to be true,
it probably is!
Most of Mini Spares’ competitors are
now having commonly used products
manufactured cheaply overseas in
pursuit of easy money, but without 
without the technical or quality
knowledge required. These parts cannot
match those from Mini Spares in quality,
correct fit or longevity, which is a shame
because it would be more beneficial if
others could make different parts and
invest their money in the many parts no
longer available to Mini owners. 

When comparing prices note that many
competitors use ‘genuine’ part numbers
for spurious parts. Mini Spares do not.
All their part numbers are unique and the
intellectual property of either Mini Spares
Ltd or Rover/X parts licensees.
Minispares only use Original Genuine
part numbers for parts that originate
from the original supplier to Rover
unless the manufacturer is obsolete .
As the world’s leading supplier they try
to remanufacture parts to original
specifications or better from drawings
and use the original part number.
Otherwise, all part numbers use a ‘MS’
suffix or prefix  to indicate a cheaper
alternative or non genuine part. Pattern
parts are often supplied by their
competitors under the original genuine
part number.
On like for like part comparisons  it is
rare to find any advertiser selling
comparative parts cheaper unless totally
inferior in quality.
You have the peace of mind when you
buy from Mini Spares that you are
getting the correct quality part - either a
Genuine part or a properly identified,
quality reproduction part - and the prices
are most competitive too!

What’s in a name?
Everything apparently!
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

October magazine – 1st September
November magazine – 1st October
December magazine – 1st November

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 
Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 
Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org
Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org
Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org 
Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ  
02380 560073 (H) 
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Richard Sign 
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Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
The Beeches, Kiln Way, Grayshott, Hants. GU26 6JF 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 
Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org
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0/2, 49 Kelvinside Drive, Glasgow, G20 6QD 
07988 864002 
youthcoordinator@minicooper.org 
Non Designated Committee Members 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org
Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
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Gordon Spice
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Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
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Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR  
MINI COOPER REGISTER 
ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and 
members against a variety of claims. The key area it covers is 
‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to 
the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at 
shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of 
shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are 
planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many 
regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that 
we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a 
member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the 
ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a 
claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only 
offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini 
Cooper Register presence. If the stand organizer lets me know 
(address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the 
magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the 
event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers 
risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor 
and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, 
and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card 
at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card.  
01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available 
to Mini Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old  
01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK  
01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.
co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B. 
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 
01903 715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex 
JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk  
01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk. 
Tel. 01189 485132

Back Copies of  
the Magazine
These are now available  
online via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each  
plus p&p

Missing 
Magazines
Sometimes magazines  
go astray.

If your magazine does not 
arrive by the middle of  
the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do 
not have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT -  
PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be 
received by the 1st of the 
month for the following 
month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the 
magazine sent by email, 
so if you do not receive 
an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I 
have not received it. Please 
telephone me after a day 
or so to check if you do not 
hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press 
administer the membership -  

see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
As we head nearer the end of the 

summer than its beginning, a 
good many of the events that were 
planned for this year have now been 
and gone, but there are still a fair 
few more you could attend before 
the autumn arrives and things start 
to wind down for the winter. So, 
have a look at our events calendar 
on page 11 to see what events are 
coming up in the next few weeks 
that you might want to attend or 
participate in.

Talking of past events, we have two articles covering the recent 
Brands Hatch Mini Festival with the first article having been 
written by Robert Clayson who covers the features of this event 
and, of course, the classic Mini racing which is one of the main 
highlights. Robert has accompanied his article, as usual, with 
some of his great photos. You can find Robert’s article in the 
Events section of the magazine. The second article on the festival 
is written by David Young, who has focused his coverage on 
the MINI CHALLENGE race series, and, as Robert did, has also 
included some of his brilliant photos of the on track action. You 
can find David’s article in the Competition section.

I don’t often mention the registrar reports and so I thought I would 
on this occasion, as we have two particularly interesting reports 
from two of our registrars. First up is our Rover Cooper registrar 
John Parnell’s report in which he covers, in some depth and 
detail, the 1998 Mini Cooper Sports LE. The car was announced 

in April 1998 and was actually produced to commemorate thirty 
years since the successes of the Mini Cooper S in saloon car 
racing in 1968, which is something I wasn’t aware of. Then, if 
you are interested in coach built cars as I am, you will find Steve 
Burkinshaw’s report in this month’s issue particularly interesting 
as he covers the myriad of different seats that were either 
specially fabricated to fit in a Mini, or those that were merely 
bought from manufacturers of seats such as Recaro. Steve has 
accompanied his report with several photos of the different types 
of seats by way of illustration. 

In his Old Cooper Stuff column, Stephen Dalton continues 
with part two of his detailed chronicle of the history of John 
Cooper’s Formula 1 racing team. And I must admit I have quite 
enjoyed reading Stephen’s accounts, having not previously read 
anything about the early Formula 1 days of the Cooper team, 
and so I would urge you to read his column too if you haven’t 
done so before.

Finally, for the first time in a very long time, we have gone to two 
pages of for sale and wanted adverts and with no less than six 
cars in the cars for sale section. Included amongst these six cars 
is an Mk1 Cooper S restoration project car which I understand is 
not being advertised anywhere else. If you are interested in such 
a project car or, perhaps, some of the others that are advertised, 
then flip to the back pages to the for sale and wanted adverts to 
get more details. 

Paul Sulma 

Trade Supporter
2017



Facebook page. What this means is that just like the MCR’s ‘Members 
Only’ area of the forum, all MCR members who register, will be able to 
post on our new Facebook page. This page, just like the members only 
area of the forum, will not be viewable by the general public. It may be, 
over time that we might relax that and make it a closed group but with 
social media as it is these days, we felt it prudent to restrict the viewing 
and posting to members only. You will see, later in this issue, a short piece 
written by Mike Bennett our Webmaster on what you have to do to join 
up and use the new MCR Facebook page.  I would urge members to join 
and use this Facebook page and then hopefully it will be more successful 
than our forum. However, please don’t stop using the MCR’s Forum, as I 
still feel this is a valuable source of information for club members.

At about this time of year, our formative plans start to be put in place 
for our annual MCR run to either Monte Carlo or Ireland. This year, 
as most will know, we are taking 40 cars to Ireland.   So next year, 
as tradition dictates, it was to be Monte Carlo. However, next year, 
our 2018 run will forsake Monte Carlo and instead be called ‘Minis to 
the Alps’. We conducted a survey amongst past participants of these 
events and proposed foregoing Monte Carlo as an end destination. 
Whilst we concede Monte Carlo is an iconic place steeped in Mini rally 
history, it is both horrendously expensive for our accommodation and 
also a complete pain to get into and out of.  Coupled with the fact 
that a good number of us have been there several times, the idea of 
a revamped event to the Alps was born, as the vast majority of those 
canvassed supported the change. We still plan to visit many of the 
famous rally stages that the Alps have to offer - it’s a big place - but 
moving away from Monte Carlo has other benefits, in that for our 
finish we could base ourselves a good way north of the Mediterranean, 
which would mean the tedious journey back to the UK would be 
several hours shorter. It is early days in our plans but hopefully a 
refreshed route, with a finish away from Monaco, will produce an 
interesting event that will, once again, attract a full entry. With luck, 
outline details of the event will be published in the November issue of 
CooperWorld when entries will be opened.  

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Beaulieu, now just a distant memory, 
I’m happy to report, was a great 

success financially for the club. Initial 
figures we received on the day from 
Beaulieu indicated that the gate was 
down, and whilst we were not in a 
position to argue the point, I must admit 
that I was surprised, as the day seemed 
incredibly busy and the car parks healthily 
populated. As it transpires, when the 
final figures came in, we were told that 
we had a much increased gate from that 
of last year at 2,500 (although not quite 

as high as 2015). This was great news and it meant that when all the 
sums were done, the event returned a very healthy profit over £12,000 
for the club. As I have explained on numerous occasions, we do rely 
heavily on our income from Beaulieu to run the club. This, along with 
the sponsorship from Carole Nash and our advertising revenue from 
CooperWorld enables us to run the club, as your subscription simply 
pays for your copy of CooperWorld.  With the very small increase in 
subscription we had to put in place this July, we should now finish in 
the black this year with a minimal surplus. It just leaves me to once 
again thank Tony Salter for his fine efforts in putting on Beaulieu for us 
and also to all of those who helped and displayed on the day. It was a 
brilliant show – next year should hopefully be just as good as we plan to 
have a large feature of Coachbuilt cars and have a second feature display 
entitled ‘Plastic Fantastic’ where numerous fibre glass Minis and their 
derivatives will be on display. Should be memorable!

Our MCR forum, as many will know, has like many others these days, 
fallen from favour, despite our Webmaster's best efforts to rejuvenate 
it. I’m told that all forum traffic across the globe is declining, as many 
now prefer the Facebook platform for their social media fix. To me the 
two are not the same and each has a different use and purpose but, it 
seems Facebook is now the preferred option. To that end, and whilst the 
MCR already had a Facebook page, (which could only be posted on by a 
few administrators) it has now been decided that we will have a private 

We welcome the following new members who 
joined during July

NEW MEMBERS

Stewart Clarke & Amanda Blyth, Southend, Essex

Barry Knapp, Cuffley, Herts

Nigel Hay, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire

Julian Fishwick, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands

Stu & Janice Paterson, Kidderminster, Worcestershire

Duncan Trinder, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire

Sebastien Van Der Lee, Montsoult, France

Colin Ellenden, South Shields, Tyne & Wear

Sonia Taylor, Southam, Warwickshire

Lionel Dodkins, Stafford, Staffs

Cornelis Zorgdrager, Walkerton, Ontario, Canada

Andy & Kathryn Penaluna, Mumbles, Swansea

Colin Gundry, Southampton, Hampshire

Lewis Bailie, Helens Bay, Co-down

Carolyn & Philip Mayne, Stockton on Tees, Cleveland

Paul Winfield, Barnsley, South Yorkshire

Mike Bedwell, Maidstone, Kent
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Mini Cooper Register 
Facebook Group
By Mike Bennett - Webmaster

We now have an MCR Facebook Group as well as 
our Facebook Page. So what’s the difference? Well, 

the Facebook page is used for announcements whereas 
the group can be used by any member of the club to post 
information about their cars, activities, parts for sale, club 
nights, meetings, etc.

You need to be a member of the Mini Cooper Register to 
read and post in the group. If you have a Facebook account 
enter Mini Cooper Register in the search box and select the 
group. Then press the ‘Join’ button as we need to establish 
that you are a member of the club. You will then be asked to 
enter your home town and your MCR membership number. 
Once you have been verified as a member you will then be 
included in the group.

Mike Bennett - Webmaster



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 

SM050 A5 Advert.indd   1 09/03/2016   11:52

Trade Supporter
2017



Members from the MCR also once again this year attended the 
Lavender Run on the 23rd July, and a report on this popular event will 
be elsewhere in CooperWorld. 

 Then at the end of the month the Silverstone Classic race meeting was 
held which was also well attended with superb racing enjoyed by those 
who went along. 

And finally, this year’s NEC Classic Motor Show is fast approaching. You 
can book discounted tickets at: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/ 
use code CSCMS17 for the club member discount.

I’m off to put the finishing touches to the Ham Sandwich Run, and more 
on that next month.

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

I  would like to start this month with 
an update on the Mini Wipers trip to 

Belgium. The date of this run has now 
been set for the weekend of 7th& 8th July 
2018 and the cost will be £275 per car 
based on two people sharing. The take 
up has been massive and no doubt the 35 
spaces will be taken very quickly. The plan 
on the 7th is a ferry to Calais followed by 
the journey to Ypres (Wipers) following 
‘Tulips’ diagrams within a Roadbook. 
Once in Ypres, ther will be drinks in the 
bar, before witnessing the last post at the 
Menin Gate. This will then be followed by 
a three course meal in a local restaurant 

within walking distance from the hotel. On Sunday 8th after breakfast, 
we will visit the Sanctuary Wood Trenches to get a feel of what it was 
like in 1918 and pay our respects. 

We will take a scenic journey back to Calais, again on Tulips. Over both 
days we will be taking in some of the traditional Ypres rally routes to 
boot. The trip price includes the return ferry, hotel, dinner, including a 
glass of wine, breakfast and the visit to Sanctuary Wood. Just add in your 
fuel and lunches. I will keep you updated on the organising of the event 
over the coming months.

Due to our family holiday we also missed a fab event at Brands Hatch, 
and apparently, once again, the racing at the Mini Festival did not 
disappoint. A few guys from Kent camped for the weekend and I believe 
the weather was also on key.

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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EVENTS

01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR

Trade Supporter
2017

EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

September 2017

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble 
Date: 2nd -3rd September 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 8th-10th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 16th – 17th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or  
Pete Flanagan

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 17th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Polderroute Part 8 – Belgium Minis on Tour  
Date: 17th September 
Location: Belgium 
Contact: http://www.belgianminisontour.be/
pages/190235/Kalender.html

Event: Drive Days at Shelsley Walsh – autumn  
Date: 22nd September 
Location: Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb, Shelsley Walsh, 
Worcester, Worcestershire WR6 6RP 
Contact: http://www.shelsleywalsh.com/

Event: OhSoRetroShow 2017 
Date: 24th September 
Location: Margate, Kent 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

Event: Pistons & Props Tour 2017 
Date: 24th September 
Location: Newbury 
Contact: www.dolphinclassictour.co.uk

Event: Minis to Ireland 2017 
Date: 21st-28th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org

Event: MiniWorld Action Day 
Date: 30th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/shows/mini-
action-day/17/9/2016/

October 2017

Event: British Mini Fair 2 
Date: 15th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire  
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley -  
rminimick@aol.com

Event: Off Peak Run 
Date: 21st-22nd October 
Location: Peak District 
Contact: Sarah Voss – youthcoordinator@
minicooper.org

November 2017

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show 
Date: 10th - 12th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham  
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org 

January 2018

Event: MINI FAIR 
Date: 28th January 2018 
Location: Bingley Hall, Staffordshire County Showground 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: MCR Hinton Firs Weekend 
Date: TBC 27th-28th January 2018 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: Josh Bromage secretary@minicooper.org 
or telephone 07950 753299

February 2018

Event: London Classic Car Show 
Date: 15-18th February 2018 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

Event: Hero Winter Challenge to Monte Carlo 
Date: 18th – 22nd February 2018 
Location: Le Touquet to Monte Carlo 
Contact: http://heroevents.eu/event-type/winter-
challenge/

March 2018

Event: Brooklands Mini Day 
Date: 25th March 2018 
Location: Brooklands Museum Trust Ltd, Brooklands Road, 
Weybridge. KT13 0QN 
Contact: https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show 
Date: 23rd – 25th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April 2018

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day 
Date: 15th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: TBC April 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at Blyton 
Park for MK1 Mini’s. 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: TBC April 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

May 2018

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: TBC May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, Wilts 
Contact: www.dewsc.org.uk

Event: HIMLEY HALL 
Date: 13th May 2018 
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run 
Date: 12th -13th  May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: IMM Portugal 
Date: 17th-23rd May 2018 
Location: Praia de Mira, Portugal 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 20th May 2018 
Location: Praia de Mira, Portugal 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

June 2018

Event: National Metro & Mini Show 2018 
Date: 3rd June 2018 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events/
national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day 
Date: 10th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. It 
is open to all marques of Minis/MINI’s.  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: TBC June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

July 2018

Event: Minis Wipers  
Date: 7th-8th July 
Location: Ypres Belgium  
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org 

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: July TBC 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

September/October 2018

Event: Minis to..   
Date: TBC 
Location: France  
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org
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Mini Festival Brands Hatch 8th and 9th July 2017
By Robert Clayson

EVENTS

Now in its sixth year, the Brands Hatch Mini Festival is an established 
two-day event on the Mini Calendar, although there are also Mini 

Festival race meetings at Oulton Park and Snetterton.

The racing schedule was packed with qualifying on Saturday morning 
and nine races in the afternoon, followed by another qualifying session. 
There was an equally packed timetable on Sunday, kicking off at 10am 
for the first of another fourteen races.

As well as the on-track entertainment, there were plenty of things to 
see off-track. Naturally with any Mini show, there were a large number 
of club displays. Our own Kent Region handled our display with a large 
and varied selection of cars. Also on offer was live music, a trade village, 

‘Young Driver’ taster sessions, pit and grid walks, Show & Shine, a fun 
zone for younger children and the Paul Swift Italian Job stunt show to 
keep you entertained if the racing wasn’t exciting enough!

So, what took place on the track? There were a number of races for 
the Mini and the MINI Challenge with a Formula Ford race for the 
Champion of Brands series on Saturday. Most classes got two races, 
whilst the MINI Challenge classes got three each.

A number of the races were for current championships.

Mighty Minis - (based on the SPI Cooper with limited modifications). 
The regulations are designed with the beginner in mind. A race was 
held on both days. With 15 minutes for qualifying, this was going to 
be a hectic affair to determine the grid positions for the first race later 
in the afternoon. The top four on the grid were Alice Hughes, Craig 
Pendlebury, Laura Harris and Simon Carter.With nineteen evenly 
matched cars on the grid this was a closely fought 20-minute race. 
Following the drop of the chequered flag, less than a second covered 
the first three places with Alice Hughes taking the win from Craig 
Pendlebury and Damien Harrington, with Simon Carter fourth and 
taking the fastest lap. 

The grid for the Sunday race was determined by the finishing order 
of the earlier race, however, spicing things up, the top seven finishing 
places were reversed, so Mick Grover ended up on pole followed by 
Laura Harris and Stuart Coombs. This was another 20-minute race. At 
the end of the first lap, Simon Carter was leading from fourth on the 
grid with Alice Hughes in fourth. By the end of lap 10 Alice had made 
her way into the lead. The remaining laps were closely fought and 
with first place going to Alice Hughes, her second win of the weekend, 
followed by Craig Pendlebury and Stuart Carter.

Super Mighty Minis (again based on the SPI Mini Cooper with more 
modifications allowed). The Super Mighty Minis were the first race 
to qualify on Saturday morning with the top three on the grid being 
Elliot Stafford, Scott Kendal and Louise Inch, with both Elliot and 
Scott achieving a sub-one minute lap of the Brands Hatch Indy Circuit. 
A couple of drivers had their lap times disallowed for exceeding 
track limits. After 20 minutes of racing, the win went to Scott Kendal 
fractions of seconds ahead of Elliot Stafford with Louise Inch coming 
in a couple of seconds behind. The race on Sunday just before lunch 
saw the grid again being taken from the result of the previous race 
with the top seven places reversed. This meant we saw Joshua Young 
on pole from Neven & David Kirkpatrick. As a result of reversal, it 
meant that Elliot Stafford was seventh on the grid. Once the lights had 
gone out and by the end of the first lap he was in the lead again which 
he held onto until the end of the race. He finished just over a second 
ahead of Scott Kendal, who in turn was another second ahead of 
Adrian Tuckley. So, it was two wins in a row for Elliot Stafford.

Mighty Minis – Clark Curve – 
Mick Grover follows Peter Vemply-Burwood

Mini Se7en Challenge – Hailwood Hill – Rob Pearson

Mini Se7en Challenge – Druids Bend – Max Hunter

Mighty Minis – Druids Bend – Ryan Cowley



EVENTS

Mini Miglia – This class of Mini racing first appeared in 1969/70 using a 1 
litre engine but nowadays they run 1.3, quite sophisticated cars. The class is 
run by the Mini 7 Racing Club. For this season, an extra class had been added 
of Mini Libre which allows alternative spec A-series engines to be used.

For their qualifying, they had a 20-minute session early on Saturday 
morning, which resulted in Rupert Deeth leading from historic racer Nick 
Padmore and Aaron Smith, with Joe Thompson the fastest of the Libre 
cars. The race on Saturday was a closely fought race with fractions of a 
second covering the first three. Aaron Smith came away with the win 
followed very closely by Rupert Deeth and Nick Padmore with Kane Astin 
in 4th some five seconds adrift. Top Libre car was Peter Hills in 12th.

The grid for the race on Sunday was determined by the fastest lap set 
in a race on Saturday. The top three were Nick Padmore, David Drew 
and Kane Astin. By the time they had completed 22 laps, barely any time 
covered the first three of Aaron Smith, Kane Astin and Rupert Deeth, 
with David Drew a little further behind in 4th.  Nick Padmore retired 
with two laps to go. Another championship race with the same winner.

Mini Se7en – The Mini Se7en Challenge is now in its 51st year; run by 
the Mini Se7en Racing Club who also run the Mini Miglia Championship. 
In the early days the championship ran with 850cc engines. They 
currently run with 1000cc engines, though there is an S class now for 
1275cc engine cars. The cars are evenly matched for close, entertaining 
racing. There was a huge entry for this class of racing, so with a set 
number of places on the grid at the end of qualifying, a couple of drivers 
were going to be disappointed.  At the front of the grid the top places 
were taken by Lewis Selby, Darren Thomas, Charlie Budd and Ashley 
Davies and the S class was headed by Shaun Tarlton in 12th. 

With so many cars on the grid, this had the makings of a close race. The 
top three in the race were the top three on the starting grid but with the 
order in favour of Ashley Davies, Charlie Budd and Lewis Selby with Max 
Hunter in 4th. Top in the S class was Shaun Tarlton finishing in 8th. For 
the grid in Sunday’s race this was determined by the fastest lap set in the 
previous race so we ended up with Darren Thomas on pole followed by 

Ashley Davies and Charlie and Dan Budd. This second race ended up as a 
walkover for Ashley Davies who finished some 9 seconds ahead of Charlie 
Budd and Lewis Selby, with Shaun Tarlton again ending up top of the S class.

MINI Challenge - Open, Pro/Am and JCW. You will find a full report 
from David Young elsewhere in this magazine.

There were two other classes of racing.

SU Carburettors Cup - Pre-66 - Minis – Open to all pre-1966 
Mini Cooper Ss, built to FIA Appendix K rules allowing only period 
correct modification.

There was a 15-minute race on Saturday afternoon followed by another 
two races on Sunday which allowed for cars to have two drivers. This 
meant cars had a 25-minute practice session on Saturday morning and the 
results for all three races would determine the overall winner. The entry 
list saw some familiar names, such as Nick Swift and Ian Curley, as well as 
a few from Europe. Top three in qualifying were Nick Swift sharing with 
Nick Padmore, then Daniel Lewis and Tom Bell from Chris Morgan.

So, for the first race on pole we had Nick Swift, followed by Daniel Lewis, 
Chris Morgan and Ian Curley. After sixteen laps of intense racing we had 
Nick Swift win by 0.26 of a second from Ian Curley and Chris Morgan.

With the finishing order deciding the grid for the second race, it meant 
second drivers started to appear, so in pole we had Nick Padmore (sharing 
with Nick Swift) then Ian Curley and Chris Morgan. The second race was 
the first on the bill for Sunday morning with a much larger viewing audience. 
This 15-minute race got the programme for the day off to a great start. Ian 
Curley just took the win from Tom Bell with Nick Padmore in third.

So, onto the third race – again the grid was taken from the finishing 
order in the previous race. However, there is a twist to this: Nick Swift 
was also sharing a car with David Mountain and this car developed 
engine problems which prevented it from taking part. So, as Nick 
Swift was down to drive his normal car in this final race, he let David 

Mini Cooper Register | 13Mini Miglia Challenge – Clark Curve – Paul Simmonds



EVENTS

14 | www.minicooper.org

Mountain take his drive, which meant he had to start at the back of the 
grid. With this the top places on the grid were Ian Curley, Daniel Lewis 
and Chris Morgan. By the end of the first lap the David Mountain was 
up to 7th place and, after running 4th for several laps, he finally finished 
in 5th.  The winner was Chris Morgan from Ian Curley and Kane Astin.

The results from the three races were combined to make the final 
result so first was Ian Curley, second Chris Morgan and the combination 
of Nick Swift / Nick Padmore / David Mountain took third.

‘Fastest Mini in the World’ Allcomers - A real all sorts collection 
here, with space frames, motorbike engines, classic and modern cars.  
Certainly some of the entrants were quite spectacular, but suffered 
from a somewhat depleted grid of eight cars. There were two races on 
Sunday. Entry-wise Bill Richards was in his familiar Rover Mini Clubman 
Estate Metro and the other car of interest was driven by Chris Slade 
(a Mini Quattro). The car was developed with a space frame using 
Audi running gear from an S3 and utilising its four-wheel drive. After 
qualifying late on Saturday afternoon, the top three were Bill Richards, 
Chris Slade and Richard Morris. With the race on Sunday morning, it 
was Chris Slade ahead of Bill Richards by just over a second after 17 
laps, with Richard Morris over 40 seconds behind. Chris Slade spun at 
Druids in his pursuit of Bill Richards but recovered to take the win. The 
Mini Quattro has lots of acceleration but the power made it a handful. 

For the second race on Sunday we were down to five cars for no 
apparent reason, with the grid determined by the finishing order in the 
earlier race.  After 17 laps of racing, Chris Slade took the honours with 
Keith Isatt in his MINI in second 47 seconds behind and one lap down Joe 
Thompson in his Mini Libre in third. Bill Richards retired after six laps.

A great weekend’s entertainment and racing, blessed by glorious 
summer sunshine!

Robert Clayson

MINI Challenge – Open – Clark Curve –  
Simon Walton tries a new aero dynamic aid

SU Pre 66 – Hailwood Hill – Kane Astin

Fastest Mini – Druids Bend –  
Chris Slade (Mini Quattro) heads Bill Richards  
(Rover Mini Clubman Estate)

Super Mighty Minis – Graham Hill Bend – Practice Time

SU Pre 66 – Clark Curve – 
Kane Astin heads David Mountain in Nick Swift’s car
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2017

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm



Spectacular car collection in Farnham
By Lorraine Hampson
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I was lucky enough to be invited to a ‘Summer Spectacular’, a charity 
event organised by the Farnham Lions in July 2017. This was held 

at the home and grounds of Mini Cooper Register member, Robert 
Lewis and his wife Tanya. This amazing event comprised of a dinner 
and evening of entertainment with two cabaret sets and live band, 
a charity auction, a raffle, a freefall parachute display team, and a 
wonderful firework display. The Lions Club of Farnham supports 
thousands of local good causes.

Robert Lewis has an enviable private collection of classic cars and 
motoring memorabilia that has to be seen to be believed. The 
condition and attention to detail on every single vehicle is jaw-dropping. 
The collection numbers around 70 cars and includes examples of 

Lagondas,  Jaguars, a gull-wing Mercedes, Mansell’s Williams F1 car, 
Astons, Maseratis, Triumphs, Ferraris to name but a few. 

However, the icing on the cake for me was an immaculate Mk1Mini 
Cooper S. Robert explained that the car had been off the road for 
some time before he acquired it, and meticulous attention was 
paid to every detail during the restoration process in order to 
maintain originality. It looked absolutely faultless to me. The whole 
collection was truly breath-taking and I was so pleased to have 
been able to visit. 

Lorraine Hampson
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Mob. 07881 302577
nialltcook@hotmail.com
Alternatively, visit our website or find us on Facebook
www.northumberlandbordersally.co.uk



Fifty seven years ago a major motoring regulation came into force 
during September 1960 which has effected how we subsequently 

maintain our cars. It all started with the arrival of the MOT test within 
the UK under regulations laid before Parliament on the 18th July 1960.

Any owner of a vehicle which was eligible for testing could arrange 
with an authorized examiner for a test to be undertaken on it to see if 
the vehicle complied as to the efficiency of brakes, lights and steering. 
An appropriate test certificate would then be issued depending on the 
outcome of the test.

An order was issued by the Minister of Transport stating that it would 
be illegal for vehicles registered more than ten years earlier to be 
driven on the public highway without a current certificate. This then 
progressed to the extent that one had to have a current certificate 
which would be valid for one year in order to be able to renew the 
annual Excise Duty licence.

Testing stations displayed a sign comprising of three white triangles on a 
blue background with the words ‘Vehicle Testing Station – Approved by 
the Ministry of Transport.’

A fee of 15 Shillings (75 pence) was payable by the vehicle owner for 
four wheel vehicles or 14 shillings (70 pence) where a test certificate 
was refused due to specific item failure. 

One of the main aspects of the test was checking the brake efficiency 
of the parking brake and braking system. The check was to ensure 
that there was no fluid leakage or chafing of pipes and that the 
brakes were balanced with no evidence of oil or grease around the 
hubs and brake components. Vehicles registered prior to January 1st 
1915 need only to have one braking system. The braking efficiency 
was to be carried out by means of a static brake testing machine or 
a de-celerometer on the road namely a Tapley meter. The braking 
efficiency was established by finding the maximum braking force in 
lbs developed by the brakes during the test, and expressing it as a 
percentage of the total weight of the vehicle.

The braking efficiency measurement for vehicles with wheels 
and brakes had to attain 50% efficiency. Steering checks had 
to encompass the correct adjustment of track rods, drag links, 
kingpins, front hub bearings and excessive movement of the 
steering wheel, which generally amounted to a 3 inch (75 m) 
rotational allowance.

The lighting requirements demanded that the vehicle was fitted with 
obligatory lights and rear reflectors. The test was not concerned with 
the lights illuminating the rear number plate, stop-lights or direction 
indicators. Headlamps had to be permanently deflected, or capable 
of being dipped by the driver, so as not to dazzle any person on the 
same horizontal plane as the vehicle, at a distance greater than 25 feet 
(7.62 metres) from the lamp whose eye level was not less than 3 feet 
6 inches (1050 cm) above the ground.

It was, and remains to this day, the responsibility of the vehicle owner 
to make an appointment with any authority approved testing station 
‘for the earliest practical time’. An examiner could, and can still, 
refuse to carry out a test if evidence of first registration is requested 
in order to undertake the test and the owner cannot provide this 
documentation. Again, this can also apply if the car is dirty!

When a re-test was appropriate and the vehicle remained with 
the garage for subsequent repairs, then upon completion a Test 
Certificate was issued with an additional 1 Shilling added to the 
14 Shillings accrued for the failure certificate. Should a vehicle be 
removed from the testing station and subsequently returned for a re-
test, a further fee of 8 Shillings had to be paid or 7 Shillings (35 pence) 
if a Notification of Refusal was issued. Any vehicle left at a test station 
had to be removed within 2 days of completion of the test unless a 
prior arrangement had been made.

Brick and Frog

There was another ‘low cost’ brake efficiency test instrument one could 
use and which is still available today. We regularly used this instrument 
when checking our braking systems during the 1960s, prior to taking 
the car for its MOT test not wishing a failure. The instrument was 
manufactured by well known firms the likes of L.B.C. and Fletton and is 
still readily available today in builder’s yards. If you haven’t guessed what 
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Section 65 of The Road Traffic Act 1960
By Bryan Purves
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MOT testing station sign

The brake efficiency testing Tapley meter 
Brick on end. Thickness in direction of motion, 
frog aft. 27g  (27% efficient brakes)
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it is already, it is the common house brick with a 
hollow or ‘frog’ in one of the large faces.

To do the test you stand the ‘instrument’ on 
the level part of the floor of the car. Drive the 
car on a level road at the speed which one 
wishes to test the brakes. Apply pressure to 
the brake pedal and the brick will fall over 
informing the driver that they have exceeded a 
certain value. If the brick fails to ‘thud’ on the 
floor then de-celeration has failed.

The‘g’ is the acceleration due to gravity 
(32.2 feet per second/per second, taken as 
representing 100% braking efficiency.

Bryan Purves
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Brick on end. Frog forward.   
32g  (32% efficient brakes)

Brick on edge. Frog facing backwards. 
57g  (57% efficient brakes)

Brick on edge. Frog facing forwards. 
67g  (67% efficient brakes)

Brick on end. Frog on side.  
47g  (47% efficient brakes)
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A bit more on waterless coolant
By Phil Stonard

Further to the articles from Peter and Richard, I thought I would throw 
my ‘three pen’oth’ in with a little more technical detail on heat transfer. I 

regularly test cooling and heating systems, working for an independent test 
and research organisation (mainly industrial rather than automotive-though 
we have worked for Jaguar and a current F1 team in previous years).
 
Fluid heat transfer is calculated on temperature difference (inlet to 
outlet), specific heat capacity of the fluid and mass flow rate. Water has 
an SHC usually given as 4.19 kJ/kgK. To be really pedantic it changes 
very slightly with temperature, so you need to look at the difference in 
enthalpy at inlet & outlet temperature. But since it’s somewhere between 
4.18 and 4.22 I will stick with the simpler route of a general SHC value.
 
Thus, if you had water at 80C in and 70C out and a flow rate of, say 0.5 
l/s you would have 10x(0.5x1)x4.19= 20.95kW. You may wonder what 
the ‘1’ is doing. That’s relative density of water, necessary to obtain 
mass flow, rather than volume flow. Again, it changes slightly with 
temperature, thus it could be 1 to 2% lower, with the same reducing 
effect on heat transfer. For the above calculation to be of use you would 
also need to know the inlet air temperature to fix that duty point, since 
that will also affect the heat transfer and thus outlet water temperature.
 
Ethylene glycol (and there are various formulations, such as mono, di, 
tetra) has an SHC of about 3.4kJ/kgK, so about 19% less than water. 
However, that’s not the whole story. It’s dense than water, so more 
mass for the same volume- around 3%, therefore  a net loss of some 
16%. You may also find propylene glycol around which has slightly 
better SHC, but also different density & viscosity characteristics.
 
Caveats. The above is 100% water vs 100% glycol. That’s not how the 
majority run their engines. Adding glycol to water changes the SHC pro 
rata by mass. 20% would give you an SHC for the mix of about 4.0 or 
around a 4-5% reduction. Similarly, waterless coolant doesn’t claim to 

be 100% glycol, but since I don’t know the other constituents or their 
amount I can’t be precise as to the SHC of the mix.
 
What I can say is to get best heat transfer use 100% water, preferably 
distilled (practical freezing and corrosion considerations tend to skew 
that argument). If you use a glycol based antifreeze additive, you can 
also see that for best heat transfer only use as much as necessary to 
prevent freezing in your local conditions.
 
On a slight tangent, glycol itself, as a neat fluid doesn’t have a very 
low freezing point, somewhere around –15C depending on type. 
The addition of water however causes it to crystalize less readily and 
depress the freezing point. The other info you often see on antifreeze 
containers is ‘summer coolant’. The two things it does in summer are 
providing some corrosion protection and increase the boiling point by a 
few degrees. So, if the engine does get hot it can survive getting a little 
hotter, and thus dump a little more heat before boiling. In my view at 
best a rather tenuous ‘marketing’ statement.
 
A waterless coolant will give you less heat transfer for a given temperature 
difference and, to be fair, from information I have seen in Evans advertising, 
they do say the engine may run hotter. Would that apply to all waterless 
coolants? Well, if you look in various engineering and thermodynamic 
literature (sorry, age thing, online works as well) you will have a very hard 
job finding any fluid currently available with an SHC better than water.
 
Whether you are likely to see any effects over short/medium/long time 
is probably down to your use of the vehicle and its state of tune. High 
days and holidays vs everyday use. Motorway vs town and 50BHP vs 
100BHP all put rather different stresses on a Mini.  
 
Phil Stonard

I have volunteered to run a club stand at the Mini Action 
Day at Castle Combe on Saturday the 30th September 
and so I am looking for 12 display cars for the stand. 
There will be one free ticket for each car on a first come 
first served basis, if you should need track passes then you 
must get these yourself separately. Brian Davage contact 
details: 01373 472639 evenings or 07710 290209 email 
bridavage@gmail.com

MINI 
ACTION
DAY
Castle Combe Circuit

STANFORD HALL MINI SHOW

Sunday 17th September 2017
  

I am again offering my services as co-ordinator for the 
always well attended Mini Cooper Register stand at 
Stanford Hall near Lutterworth, Leicestershire.

Hopefully, as in previous years, we will have a display 
showing the diversity of Mini models that the Mini Cooper 
Register represents.

Contact me to book your place by: email: jfilor@talktalk.net

By phone (after 6pm if possible please) on 01664566614, 
leaving your contact details with your membership number 
and I will get back to you.

Places are limited so, as usual, it will be on a first come first 
served basis.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Jerry Filor 
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
Of course we also have a set of Regulations for the rally and also 
a full set of results for the stages and the overall classification. Of 
further interest is a small plastic wallet in which we find numerous 
notes from the ice notes crews outlining the areas of snow, ice 
etc to be found on the various stages. This collection is marvellous 
and shows just how diligent Christabel was with her navigation 
duties. I have never seen such a complete record of the Monte 
Carlo Rally. 

History will show that Christabel was well on top of her navigation 
but in truth, with Timo speaking almost no English at that time, 
the pace note instructions were of no great use. All she could do 
was warn him of sharp bends and, of course, junction turns – but 
Timo driving blind over ice covered stages, in the big Healey, was 
no problem to him. It got to the stage where Christabel became so 
confident with Timo’s driving that she began urging him to go faster! 
From their Paris start the weather soon deteriorated (although 
Paris starters fared better than most that year) with only 28 of the 
80 starters from the French capital making it to Monte Carlo - few 
without penalty - 1963 was a very bad year for weather. Despite this, 
they lost no road time and were very high up on the stage times. 
Their reward was 1st in class, 13th overall and an outright win in 
the GT category.  Timo was most impressed with her navigation and 
driving, which she did when Timo was tired and needed sleep. It must 
have been quite some ride!

The second rally was the Hankiralli in 1963 – which we know 
as the Rally of the Snow. The rally was held in the February of 
1963 in Finland in deep winter. The entry was instigated by Stuart 
Turner as a thank you to the Morris dealer in Helsinki, who had 
introduced Timo to Stuart. They drove 477 BBL, a Works Mini 
Cooper. It was also as a thank you for Timo and Christabel’s 
superb drive in the Works Healey on the 1963 Monte the month 
previous. We have all of the original results from the rally and also 
the entire route. This was given to the crews in the shape of eight 
double foolscap sheets of tracing paper (A3 in new money) with all 
the stages marked on them. These we have. These then had to be 
manually transferred onto her seven 200,000 scale maps (about 6 
miles to an inch), which Christabel has also kept and given to us. 
All of this has been carefully filed away in what seems to be a music 
sheet folio.  

A brief account of the rally is that it started in Helsinki, and was 
around 1,000 miles in length over two days and took a northerly 
loop from Helsinki where it ran very close to the Russian border.  
It included 33 stages and studded tyres were vital and to prevent 
Works supported cars having multiple tyre choices, cars were 
restricted to just six tyres – these being branded and marked to 
ensure compliance. The stages varied from narrow forest tracks to 

Christabel Carlisle Archive

Before Those who attended Beaulieu 
would have been pleased to see 

Christabel Carlisle amongst us on the 
day. As one of our honorary members, 
she is always invited to Beaulieu but 
due to family business pressures, she 
has generally had to decline. This year 
however, she did come along and 
delighted the crowd with an interesting 
interview conducted by Graham Robson. 
She also brought along copies of her new 
book to sell and many took advantage 
of having their new book signed by her. 

However, the bonus for me was that she also brought along her 
archive of some of the events that she competed in and donated it 
to the club. 

Christabel, as we know, was primarily a racing driver but she did, in 
the early days, do a couple of rallies for BMC – both of them with 
Timo Makinen in Works cars. Firstly in a Healey 3000 and then in a 
Mini Cooper - and here we have all of her paperwork from those two 
rallies, beautifully kept. 

Christabel’s first rally for BMC was really a baptism of fire as she 
was to navigate Timo Makinen in the Works Healey 3000 77 ARX 
on the 1963 Monte Carlo Rally. She had in fact done the 1962 
Monte with John Sprinzel (Works supported) finishing 4th in class, 
so this Monte with Timo was not her first.  Christabel has kept all 
the paperwork from that event in a lovely Harrods box which is a 
joy to see. We have the lovely produced ‘Instructions for Works 
Team’ bible, penned by Stuart Turner, which lists all of the team, 
cars, hotels and travel arrangements plus service arrangements, 
which includes detailed tyre choice scenarios for the alternate 
weather conditions for each stage. The document is clearly 
marked ‘Confidential’.

For Christabel’s route (they started in Paris) she copied all of the 
organisers' route instructions and carefully stuck them into a spiral 
bound artists drawing pad – this was accompanied by a bundle of 
postcards with the entire route notes written in her hand (from 
their recce no doubt) which would, of course, have been fitted 
into the Healey’s route cards holder. On top of that we have over 
a dozen of her carefully marked Michelin maps showing the entire 
route. These are neatly packaged for each main section of the 
route with an index card indicating the map order for the day. Her 
all important pace notes are neatly typed and bound together with 
two rings for easy flipping over. They are clearly explained in the 
‘Turner bible’ as to what all the abbreviations mean and frankly 
these are so much clearer and easier to understand, in my mind, 
than the modern system used today (but I guess cars were slower 
back then). 
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Timo and Christabel at the Paris start of the 1963 Monte Carlo Rally

Complete collection of Christabel's  
paperwork from the 1963 Monte Carlo Rally
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fast wide snow packed roads. In between the stages the timing 
of the road sections was relatively tight and with the event being 
spread over two long days, accumulated time loss took its toll. To 
add to the mix, four of the stages consisted of an ice race, carved 
out of the many snow covered lakes that abound in Finland and 
something which Makinen was very experienced with, having 
raced D Type Jaguars on ice! A fast and largely troubled free run 
saw them finish in a creditable 6th place.

There is still another box to go through which contains her 
paperwork for the 1962 Monte she did with John Sprinzel. In 
the same box we have numerous race programmes from races 
Christabel competed in, together with all the times for the 1,000km 
Nürburgring in May1963 and paperwork from the Monte Ventoux 
Hill Climb in June that year. - plus a nice collection of Castrol 
Achievement manuals. I shall return to that box at a later date. 
This just leaves me to thank Christabel for generously donating this 
valuable resource to the club.

Robert Young
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Timo and Christabel on the 1963 Hankiralli, complete with handbag
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Continued from the August issue of CooperWorld....

A couple of weeks on from the 1959 Le Mans, Bruce McLaren was back 
amongst the Formula 1 faithful in readiness for his next GP. This time travelling 
with his parents (visiting from New Zealand) to join the 3 car Cooper team 
at Reims for the 5th July French GP. Although Bruce had sampled a 2.5 Coventry 
Climax engine at Monaco practice, this would be the first time he raced with 
one.
 
Reims also saw the Works Cooper team dabbling in the black art of aerodynamics 
during practice at this high speed road race circuit. The bodywork best described 
like an evolution of the Cooper's bobtail, streamlined to enclose the wheels, but 
fitted to a T51 chassis. After Jack Brabham's test in that configuration heralded 
some high speed instability, including front end lift, there was no hesitation 
refitting the standard body for the race. The French countryside was parched 
from ongoing hot weather and the race took place on yet another very hot day. 
The weather taking its toll on both track surface and driver comfort alike. Survival 
of the fittest saw Ferrari's Tony Brooks’ Ferrari take the win, while Jack and 
Bruce took Championship points with their 3rd and 5th places. Masten Gregory 
however, retired because of the heat and flying debris hitting him. Although 
they finished the 50 laps and 260 miles of F1 racing, Jack and Bruce had 
also suffered enough, Bruce having become quite emotional as a result. Punished 
enough, both opted out of running their (other) Coopers in the Formula 2 race 
which was to be held after the GP. The glamour of a racing driver in the ‘50s!
 
After a week to recuperate all three of Cooper's drivers went off racing again on 
French soil. However, this time at Rouen-les-Essarts for a F2 race. Alan Brown’s 
Coopers were in use for Masten and Bruce, whilst Jack was in a solo Works 
entry. The two Brown entries finishing 3rd and 4th respectively, but Jack retiring 
with oil pipe issues.

Closer to home, Aintree played host to the 18th July British GP. BMC supplied 
Austin Healey Sprite’s for the drivers’ parade at this meeting and there were 17 
Coopers entered showing the depth in racing Cooper had at that time. Some 
were F2 cars and had to qualify for one of 24 spots on the grid – 12 Coopers 
made the cut. Ferrari weren’t amongst them due to a metal workers’ strike – 
making for a handy advantage to Cooper and the other entrants. After 75 laps, the 
Works Coopers of Jack, Bruce and Masten finished 1st, 3rd & 7th respectively. For 
Bruce however, this was where he made quite an impression on the spectators, 
the Press and even himself, as he diced with Stirling Moss’ BRM for second place. 
Bruce later admitting “I thought we were going fairly slowly because Stirling was so 
smooth. Before he passed me I was all over the road. By following him I drove much 
more smoothly myself, and learnt a lot.” 
 
The two F1 GP’s held in August 1959 weren’t exactly rewarding for the Works 
Cooper team. The German GP was on the 2nd at AVUS and then the Portuguese GP 
took place on the 23rd in Lisbon. The 5.1 mile Berlin circuit was essentially two long 
straights and two adjoining curves – one steeply banked. As with Reims, power was 
the advantage and Cooper's again thought that Ferrari would have the advantage. As 
it turned out with this GP run over 2 Heats, and overall classifications decided by an 
aggregate score system, they were correct with Tony Brooks, Dan Gurney and Phil 
Hill’s Ferraris taking the first 3 places in that order. While Maurice Trintignant held the 
‘Cooper’ torch with his 4th overall in his Rob Walker-run car. The team from Surbiton 
and best effort was Bruce taking a 4th in the first Heat. However, overall it was three 
Cooper Car Co retirements with gearbox and engine troubles to keep mechanics, Bill 
James, Mike Grohmann and Mike Barney busy before Portugal. Leaving them to it, Jack 
and Bruce quickly got back to England as they had the Brands Hatch Bank Holiday 
meeting with Works and Alan Brown F2 Coopers respectively, the day after AVUS.  

One thing’s for certain, that even with Bruce’s retirement and Masten’s 2nd place, 
both had a better weekend in Lisbon than Jack. He had been pick-pocketed at a 
bullfight and cut his toenail off while berthing a canoe in the run up to the race. Then 
during the race he had a near miss when a child ran across the circuit in front of 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

Evocative photo from the first lap at Reims – Brooks Ferrari 
leads Brabham Cooper and Phil Hill Ferrari. Gregory 

Cooper takes the inside of Moss BRM and Bruce McLaren 
comes to terms with having a 2.5 litre Coventry Climax 

engine to race with for the 1st time sits in 6th place.
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The Cooper Car Company Ltd drivers for 1959… Jack, Masten and Bruce in Portugal

Bruce ends his Italian GP wishing there was no photographer to 
catch the moment

him, before another incident saw him crashing out spectacularly when 
local Portuguese driver, Mario Cabral, driving a Centro Sud Cooper 
Maserati, tried to slipstream Stirling Moss after Moss had just passed 
him. Mario not realising Jack was also right behind the Walker driver 
and it all went terribly wrong from there. Jack's car hit the straw bales 
and was launched into a wild ride felling a telephone pole, before he 
was thrown from the somersaulting Works Cooper into the path 
of his on-coming teammate, Masten. It was an era where drivers 
were rarely belted in and Jack actually admitted he was grateful he 
wasn't. Fortunately, despite leaving in a terrifying ambulance ride, Jack 
came away in better shape than his poor car! 
 
Of course all the dramas in Portugal took place just days prior to 
the Austin Seven and Morris Mini-Minor going on sale for the first 
time and a slightly wounded Jack (complete with backup wheelchair) 
was flagging The Autocar's 'Steady' Barker and Peter Rivière away on 
their Mediterranean Mini jaunt beginning that same release day of 
26th August. Soon afterward 2 of the 3 Cooper Works drivers were 
heading to the 13th September 1959 Italian GP at Monza. I mention 2 
of 3 because although all 3 were entered for Monza, plus the prior 
weekend’s Goodwood Tourist Trophy meeting for that matter, one 
came unstuck at Goodwood. For the TT Jack and Bruce had the 
Coombs Cooper-Monaco entry, Masten, the Ecurie Ecosse Tojeiro 
to share with Jim Clark. Masten crashed the car and broke his 
collarbone amongst other injuries in doing so. That left John Cooper 
hurriedly hiring Giorgio Scarlatti to drive his 3rd car at Monza. 

You may recall that I covered the ‘Mini’ side of the 1959 Italian GP 
in these pages last September (back issues of CooperWorld can be 
found on the club's website members section as a PDF) complete with a 
photo of the car including Bruce McLaren, so I won’t repeat it now. As 
for the penultimate 1959 GP though, Bruce is recorded in that GP’s 
race programme for perpetuity as an Australian – like team-mate Jack 
with ‘Aus’ next to his name on the entry list. Clearly, lost in translation, 
or simply New Zealand wasn’t on the Italian organisers radar. If that 
mistake had come to Bruce's attention then I guess he would have 
seen the funny side, but that really was the least of his problems with 
his race ending early, lap 23 of 72 with an expensive engine failure 
with a rod through the 2.5 Climax block. Adding to his woes was that 
he ran up an embankment when the engine failed. Fortunately, all was 
not lost with Jack taking 3rd and Giorgio bringing his Works car home 
in 12th. Best bit from this race though was Stirling Moss taking the win 
in Ferrari's home territory, while using a Rob Walker Cooper boding 
very well for Cooper's overall in the Constructors' Championship. 
They had actually taken out the Championship.
 
After the Italian GP there would be a 3 month delay before the 
final F1 round for 1959 took place. It was the first time a World 
Championship GP was scheduled to be held in the USA. Sebring 
airfield was the venue, best known for the annual 12 Hour sports car 
race held there. However, there had been some conjecture going 
on back in England and Europe whether the 12th December race 

would even take place. Ultimately it would, with two Works Cooper 
drivers to be sent. It remained a case of which two though, Jack 
was a given with his Championship status, but as late as November 
1959 Bruce wasn’t clear if he’d be the other. It was dependant upon 
whether American, Masten Gregory was fit for duty. 

Also in that 3 month hiatus, other racing activities were slowing as the 
busy northern hemisphere racing season wound down. There was still the 
26th September Oulton Park International Gold Cup meeting with Jack 
and Bruce running as Works entries. The Aussie had a great battle with 
Stirling Moss’ Cooper during the race, but had to settle for 2nd to Rob 
Walker’s driver. At Oulton Bruce suffered that season’s recurring Cooper 
gearbox troubles in practice and spun in the race to early retirement.
 
During the wait to confirm if he was going to Sebring, Bruce kept 
himself busy doing some bits and pieces around Cooper’s Surbition 
factories and caught up on some engineering studies. He also built a go-
kart and helped build the first Cooper-BMC Formula Junior T52. Also, 
around this same time, as his racing ability was indeed getting more 
experienced with his extra drives for the likes of Alan Brown, Cooper 
F2 and John Coombs Cooper-Monaco (the later also the Guildford 
Jaguar dealer). Bruce placed an order for the still officially secret 3.8 
litre version of Jaguar’s Mk2 before its October 1959 Earls Court 
Motor Show release. He got his hands on the 14th of the first 20 built 
with Jaguar factory earmarking that batch as cars for competition. His 
example delivered in the chosen hue of burgundy with wire wheels 
and blueprinted engine. When ready, Bruce and his kiwi mate, Phil Kerr, 
picked the car up direct from Jaguar’s Coventry factory on or near to 
29th November 1959. Although Bruce would indeed race a similar Mk2 
for Peter Berry, his car was used for 12 months touring to 
race events and odd bit of circuit recce duty. He had kept the ex Betty 
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Brabham Morris Minor for the more mundane tasks. After 
that, the Jaguar was ultimately shipped to ‘Pop’ McLaren 
back home in NZ – arriving there on the 25th January 1961. 
Then, a similar process began when Bruce took delivery of 
the 15th built E-Type Jaguar!
 
Getting back to the final round of the 1959 F1 season 
and leading into Sebring, Jack held 31 points to Stirling 
Moss on 25 ½ and Tony Brooks on 23. The way points 
were still allocated that year meant each of those men 
were in the running for the World Drivers' Championship 
title going into the final round. It was a mathematical 
equation depending on who could set fastest lap (worth 
1 Championship point in 1959) and where each finished 
at the US GP to settle that title. Masten still hadn't 
recovered from his September Goodwood crash issues, 
so Bruce flew across to America to fill the seat. Again, 
this showing the saturation of Cooper at the time, 
within 18 entries that started the GP, 8 were Coopers 
- 2 Works, 2 Walker and 4 private. The rest of the field 
involved 4 Ferrari, 2 Lotus and one each Connaught, Tec- 
Mec (modified 250F), Porsche RSK (modified to centre 
sear) and a Kurtis-Kraft midget car! However, the Aston 
Martin and BRM GP teams decided to stay home.

Bruce wasn't happy with the handling of his car in 1st 
day’s practice, describing it as "askew" and so Jack took 
it for a run and agreed. This left the mechanics busy 
stripping and sorting the car. Then after the 2nd day’s 
practice the gearbox needed a rebuild, so Bruce set about 
doing himself. Jack also had problems with an off track 
excursion in each practice (potentially relating to glass 
fragment eye damage caused at Nassau the previous 
week) damaging bodywork each time he went off. Some 
mechanical melodies also appearing, next thing Jack took 
over Bruce's car. It was a late Friday night of preparation 
and repairs for all in readiness for Saturday’s race. One 
thing practice proved was the massive inconsistency in 
times for the field, and Ferrari didn't have the monopoly 
on outright pace around Sebring. Especially given Stirling 
Moss set pole at 3minutes exactly, some 20 seconds faster 
than his own sports car record. Even the organisers were 
surprised. The other end of the grid saw the Rodger Ward 
driven midget over 43 secs behind pole! Jack was 2nd with 
3:03 and Bruce finding himself in the middle row of the 
grid with his time of 3:08.6. 

The race itself saw Stirling trying to break records from the 
get-go of what was to be 42 laps of the 5.2mile circuit. In 
the end all he did was break his Cooper's gearbox during 
the 6th lap. Another incident that day that helped the WDC 
outcome for Jack involved an early moment between Ferrari 
team-mates, when Wolfgang von Trips ran into Tony Brooks 
and this meant Tony pitted to have the damage assessed 
before continuing. Once Stirling's departure took place, Jack 
and Bruce had to keep out of trouble. As they pretty much 
did, with the Automobile Year lap chart showing them in 1st 
and 2nd for almost the entirety of the rest of the race. Rob 
Walker's other driver; Maurice Trintignant (the old man of the 
field at 42!) was, however, on a mission that he nearly pulled 
off. He set fastest time on lap 37 having whittled away at 
reducing the 21 second deficit he had on lap 28. Even before 
that lap, 11 members of the field had already retired. Maurice 
kept at it very nearly beating Bruce to the finish line, when 
the surprised kiwi realised he had to get motoring after Jack's 
grasp of 1st place failed when he ran out of fuel in the final 
moments of the race. Bruce won with a race time of 2h 12m 
35.7s to Maurice just 0.9 behind (as listed in Automobile Year, 
other sources say 0.6). 

The race will be forever remembered with an exhausted 
Jack having to push the Cooper unassisted those last 4 
or 500 yards to the chequered flag and dropping beside 
it once he had. He wasn't the only one to finish with a 
push, Wolfgang von Trips having positioned his Ferrari 
near the finish line in readiness for an easy push, once the 
flag was lowered. It will also be remembered for the 1st 

New Zealander to win an F1 WDC race and in Bruce achieving this, a Guinness 
Book of Records award as the then youngest driver to do so. Despite Jack's 
breathless state he took 4th place, but Tony Brooks 3rd place wasn't enough 
to snatch the WDC from the Aussie. So, at that particular moment it couldn't 
have got much better to be involved at Cooper's. Charles and John were the 
Constructors Champ, Jack had the Drivers' and Bruce, as stunned as he was, 
his first win. His efforts throughout the 1959 Drivers' Championship meant he 
scored points in all 4 of the races he finished (3 retirements in the other races 
contested) bringing him up to 16 ½ points and 6th spot with the US win.

It was then off home to have Christmas in New Zealand for Bruce and the 
January 1960 NZ International races. There was also an early start in the 1960 
F1 season that would quickly be upon him.  

More next time 

Stephen Dalton

A proud Bruce McLaren and the new Mk2 Jaguar in the Goodwood paddock. 
One wonders what John Cooper (yellow vest) must have been thinking

When Bruce won the 1959 US GP he joined the Guinness Book of Records as 
the youngest F1 GP winner – 22 years and 104 days



Mini Cooper Register | 27

0800 083 6302
We share your passion for classic cars, call now for our best cover

Based on reviews from July 2016 – December 2016

of customers would 
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MOTOR SHOW BY FUZZ TOWNSHEND
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MINI CHALLENGE at Brands Hatch Mini Festival
By David Young

What a weekend!  Sun shining, crowds everywhere, MINIs, Minis 
and more MINIs with lots of stalls. A bumper weekend for the 

MINI CHALLENGE with their cars out 12 times over the weekend, 
with three races for each class and qualifying on Saturday morning.

Qualifying for all three classes was held before the Saturday lunch 
break. The Cooper Pro/Am class were first up, with Sam Weller 
showing the field how quick he is. Matt Hammond and Simon Walton 
stayed with him, while favourite Jessica Hawkins could only qualify 
in 4thplace. With a 3-place grid penalty from the last round, she had 
hoped for better.

Open Class was a Ben Dimmack show case, with him taking just 
three laps to cement pole position from Rob Austin and Aaron 
Reeve.  Great to see Aaron and his R53 being so strong. R53s do 
sound so nice.

JCWs were the spectacle we had all hoped for with 28 JCWs going flat 
out round the tight Indy Circuit. Rob Smith won pole from Brett Smith 
and P3 for a back on form Charlie Butler-Henderson. The session was 
red flagged twice: once with Brad Hutchinson rolling his car at Paddock 
and the other with James Turkington hitting the tyre wall at Hailwoods 
Hill heavily. James found out later that his wrist had been broken in the 
impact. All this in qualifying!

Racing started after lunch, and the Cooper Pro/Am were up first with 18 
cars on the grid. Sam Weller, on pole, got a great start with Matt Hammond 
having to fend off Jessica Hawkins and Owen Walton. Matt’s car just came 
alive as his slicks heated up, so he overtook Sam Weller and never looked 
back. P1 to Matt Hammond, P2 to Sam and P3 to Owen. In the Am Class 
things were a little less exciting,  with P1 for Stuart McLaren and a first trip 
to the podium for Chris Day in P2 followed by Chris Middleton.

The Open S class had a small field of 9 cars. Ben Dimmack sprinted 
away from the rest of the field, leaving Rob Austin and Aaron 
Reeve to squabble over the rest of the Podium places. P1 to Ben 
Dimmack, P2 to Rob Austin and P3 to Aaron Reeve. The rest of 
the field were having a great battle between themselves with some 
spectacular overtakes, undercuts and drafting. Fifteen minutes 
soon passed.

Stars of the show were the JCWs, where we were treated to a 
supreme show of controlled driving from Rob Smith - in the second 
part of the race he had mirrors full of Brett Smith, but Rob was to 
record his first victory since 2015! Brett Smith could not get past 
and was warned for track limits a number of times. Charlie Butler-
Henderson was delighted to return to the podium in P3 having had 
a great battle with Formula Ford Ace Stuart Gough. Next up was 
Henry Neal who had a great drive fending off Mark Wakefield and 
David Grady. A great race to watch with the whole track full of the 
noise of the JCWs.

Sunday Morning saw even larger crowds turn out with a 9am pit lane 
walk to get up close and personal with the MINI CHALLENGE cars. 
Plenty of opportunities to obtain autographs and a chance to sit inside 
these great racing cars.

The Coopers were first up: Sam Weller did his usual great start and 
quickly took the lead from Matt Hammond, with Owen Walton 
tucking in behind. All stayed that way until the 10th lap, when again 
Matt Hammond’s car came alive and he overtook Sam Weller as he 
pulled out a one second lead.  Martin Poole and Jessica Hawkins were 
having a great battle which ended when Martin finished up a strong 
third, narrowly beating Jessica to the last step of the podium.  In Am 
class, Chris Middleton was in P1, followed by Stuart McLaren and 
Neal Clarke. Chris Day made a hash of things on the first lap and 
never recovered.

Next to race was the Open class - this time it was Aaron Reeve who 
got the better of the start and had a great battle with Rob Austin, 
eventually finishing in P2 behind the dominant Ben Dimmack, lights to 
flag again! Fastest lap went to Rob Austin.

Following a very full grid walk was the second JCW race.  Charlie 
Butler-Henderson landed his second victory of the year, but it was 
only after Brett Smith was handed a post race penalty. Up until 
the halfway point, it looked like another lights to flag race for Rob 
Smith. The two Smiths were having a great race, glued to each 
other. Mark Wakefield had a coming together at Paddock with 
Henry ending up in the gravel and the safety car was deployed (for 
the first time). 

Sam Weller P1 in Qualifying

Chloe Hewitt at the bottom of Paddock Hill

Mark Wakefield leading the pack up Hailwoods Hill
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Once the track was safe, the safety car pulled in and the racing got 
underway. This time a late lunge by Brett Smith on Rob Smith saw Rob’s 
car spinning off the track. Deliberate or not it saw Rob’s car in the 
barriers and Brett went on to claim victory. The post race investigation 
by the Stewards gave Brett a 2.5-second penalty demoting him to P2 
with David Grady getting P3.

The last race for the Coopers had the reverse grid applied to the first 
five places, and this gave Simon Walton pole alongside Jessica Hawkins. 
Row 2 had Martin Poole and Sam Weller side by side, with Matt 

Hammond alongside Owen Walton. This race showed how strong a 
racer Matt actually is. He gritted his teeth and just got on with it, 5th to 
4th to 3rd and 1st, ending up with a 7 second lead at the flag, making it 
three wins out of three for Matt Hammond. In fairness to Jessica, her 
steering was a little bit off as she had been pushed, tapped and butted a 
few times! She could only manage P3 behind a very quick Martin Poole. 
The Am class had Andy Godfrey in P1 followed by Stuart McLaren and 
a happy Chris Day in P3.

The Open Class followed on closely from the Coopers and this had 
Rob Austin finally getting his way by overtaking Ben Dimmack. Ben was 
again suffering from tyre degradation and could only hang onto P2 from 
Aaron Reeve.

The final JCW race with the reverse grid had David Grady get the win 
he so richly deserved. Starting from 4th, he had a great start and by the 
3rd corner he was in the lead and never lost it. Brett Smith came home 
P2 followed by Reece Barr and Charlie Butler-Henderson now back 
where he belongs on the podium

What a superb weekend racing for the MINI CHALLENGE - now for 
the Pre-66 Minis, Mighty Minis, Miglias, Sevens and Super Mighty Minis.  
Roll on Oulton Park! 

David Young
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Henry Neal at Paddock

Rob Smith leading Brett Smith down Paddock Hill

Charlie Butler-Henderson back on form in the last race

Matt Hammond leading the Cooper through Graham Hill Bend
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Midsummer stages Caerwent - 2nd July 2017 
By Louise and Emily

Well, it was another long journey down to the event - a 1,234.5 mile round trip to be 
exact, but well worth it.We left Mull on the 7am boat Friday morning and arrived at our 

accommodation at 11pm that night. Collecting Emily along the way in Glasgow, we then went on 
to collect the most important member of the team the Mini from Mini Sport in Padiham! We also 
had to take a diversion in Wales, and this added over an hour to our journey! It was a long day!

Saturday Morning

We got up a little tired, cleaned the car and headed to scrutineering to get the car safety 
checked and sign the necessary paper work. We met up with lots of fellow competitors and 
officials, who were so encouraging, and just like when we competed on Epynt we could hear 
people saying “HERE COME THE GIRLS”. Scrutineering was passed with flying colours! We had 
a female scrutineer, which was great to see and we need more females involved in Motor Sport!

Sunday morning 5am, event day, we were both nervous but really excited that another 
competition day had arrived. What an atmosphere! People wishing us good luck left, right 
and centre! It is something special to be amongst such great people and such a display of 
Minis. Unfortunately, our service crew were not able to attend, due to commitments in 
Monte Carlo to film the New BMW Mini advert. It’s a hard life but someone has to do it! 

We did have the support of Rob Eastwood (Mini Sport) and fellow competitor Jim Brindle 
(who went on to win the day) plus his young mechanic James, What a star he was. The 
event and the venue were fantastic. Very well organised and the stages were just brilliant, 
with 6 stages of between 10 and 11 miles long, with more square bends than I’ve ever seen. 
The road surface was good, but every road had curb stones to edge them and we had been 
warned they didn’t move! 

1st stage and we couldn’t believe it, we were 2nd in our class, stage 2, 3 and 4 we were 1st 
in class, but in stage 5 we dropped to 2nd again by 14seconds to Richard Ford. 6thand final 
stage we tried hard but we were caught by Richard Ford towards the end of the stage, and 
he went on to finish a well-deserved 1st in the Open Class and we were more than happy 
with receiving 2nd place. 

The weather on the day was extremely hot to say the least, and inside the car it was 
unbelievably hot. Good if you want to lose a few pounds! Fellow competitors had many 
problems, mainly due to the heat, brakes and tyres overheating, and a few crashed out due to 
those curbs that didn’t move and solid walls that didn’t forgive.

Our little car performed extremely well again and did not falter all day. We got to the end in 
one piece and had fun. We gained a little more experience too and learned lessons to take 
forward to the next round on the Solway Coast Rally Sunday 6th August.

Thank you so much for your support and we as a team are very positive that with your 
support we have made a great start in our quest to make a difference to other people’s 
lives and not just our own.

Louise and Emily - Mini Girls Rally Team
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www.leacyclassics.com

FOR A FRIENDLY WELCOME AND GREAT ADVICE, WHY NOT VISIT OUR SHOP?
Aston Lane, Birmingham, B20 3BW

DELIVERY: UK wide delivery available: 
For remote areas, offshore islands and 
international destinations please call.

Tel: 0121 356 3003 · E-mail: info@min-its.com · www.leacyclassics.com

Thousands of parts for YOUR car
FUEL + CARBS

Part Description  Price 

AUF214Z S&M FUEL PUMP 63-74  £51.30 

AZX1818 MINI FUEL PUMP 69-91  £35.82 

XNB10007 MINI DUEL SENDER 58-96 CARB MODEL  £15.60 

XNB100380 MINI INJ FUEL SENDER 96>  £27.30 

AAU8340 MINI FUEL SENDER TANK MINI VAN/ESTATE/PICKUP  £24.30 

14A7057 MINI FUEL NECK GROMMET 58-97  £3.90 

GGT101 2-1/2INCH HUEL HOSE  £1.92 

PANELS

ALA5660 MINI A POST 69> GENUINE  £21.60 

BMP454 MINI RH FRONT WING  £99.00 

ABD36004 MINI RH FRONT FLITCH INN 76-89  £199.80 

CZH455 MINI MKII BONNET 70-96  £174.00 

BMD36001 MINI BOOT LID 90>  £198.00 

BMP343 MINI MKIV COMPLETE BODYSHELL 76-89 (TO ORDER ONLY)  £6,858.00 

HMP441016 MINI BOOT FLOOR & BATTERY BOX 59> ALL MODELS  £225.60 

BRAKES

13H5541 MINI HANDBRAKE GRIP  £1.74 

1G5999 RETURN SPRING PEDAL  £2.34 

FAM8356 HANDBRAKE LEVER GRIP LATE MINI  £5.10 

GDB105 BRAKE DRUM MINI 850-1000  £14.10 

GDB106 BRAKE DRUM MINI COOPER MK1/2 COOPER S  £14.70 

GBS733 MINIFRONT BRAKE SHOES  £12.30 

GBH170 MINI FRONT BRAKE HOSE MINI 67-84 DRUM(  £5.10 

GPR104A MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) >76(2REQ)MINI 76>  £1.17 

GPR107A MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) MINI 76-90  £1.02 

SZU10001 MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) 90>  £2.34 

CLUTCH

13H2934 MINI FLYWHEEL OIL SEAL  £2.34 

GMC1008 MINI MASTER CYLINDER CLUTCH 59-89  £47.10 

1G5999 RETURN SPRING PEDAL 53-58/MOGGI/MINI  £2.34 

GSY118 MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER 83.94  £39.30 

GSY118Z MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER REPRO  £24.00 

GSY110 CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER S&M 58-66/MINI 59-83/A11/1300  £28.20 

88G508 MINI FLYWHEEL LOCKING KEY 64-85 (DIAPHRAGM)  £9.04 

COOLING

GWP132 WATER PUMP S&M 58-67/MINI SMALL IMPELLOR  £15.90 

GTS104 THERMOSTAT DEG C MGB 62-80/S&M 58-79/TR6/TR8  £4.86 

GRC110 15PSI RADIATOR CAP BV8 73-76/MID 74-79/TR7/MINI  £3.90 

12G2129 THICK FAN BLADE  £11.70 

CHS2515 THERMO STUD COVER MGA/B 55>/S&M 63-72/MINI  £1.44 

53K402 HEATER STUD TAP S&M 64-74/MOGGI 61-71/MINI  £0.72 

14A9988 MINI CABLE HEATER MINI MK1/2  £16.50 

CABLES

Part Description  Price 

14A6740 MINI BOOTLID CABLE  £2.80 

21A1202 MINI SINGLE CARB CHOKE CABLE  £16.50 

21A2329 MINI CHOKE CABLE 68-87  £8.70 

24A2738 MINI HEATER CABLE 58-89  £8.70 

NAM7914 MINI CABLE THROTTLE 65  £5.10 

21A1204 MINI CABLE CHOKE TWIN CARB - COOPER/S MK1/2  £16.50 

SBF10027 MINI CABLE CHOKE 27 - MINI 87  £10.10 

ENGINE & MOUNTS

MRC1275 ROCKER VALVE COVER S&M 58-74/MINI 58>  £22.62 

12A1175 TAPPET GASKET COVER (RUBBER) MGA/B 55-80/S&M 58-74/MINI 66> MGC  £0.97 

GLP138 OIL PUMP SLOT TYPE MINI A+1300  £18.36 

12G2134 Y PIECE CONNECTION MINI 74-91/MGB 70-80/S&M 68-74  £2.70 

12G1053 ALTERNATOR BRACKET USED TO CONVERT DYNAMO/ALT FIX  £6.90 

ARA221 OIL COOLER MGB 62-75  £40.50 

22A1018 MINI ENGINE MOUNT LH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £10.98 

SWITCHES

21A2658 MINI RH INDICATOR SWITCH 76-84  £35.94 

13H337 SWITCH-IGNITION MINI MKII  £9.96 

13H7778 INDICATOR SWITCH AUS 11/1300 67-71/MINI MK2  £42.90 

24G1345 BARREL & KEY SWITCH  £8.10 

BAU5345 SWITCH-INDICATOR MINI  £35.40 

YUF101010 SWITCH-BRAKE CHECK MINI  £23.46 

13H6343 WIPER SWITCH MKII MINI 74-76 1SPEED  £10.02 

YUF101000 HAZARD SWITCH  76>  £12.00 

2A9129 WIPER SWITCH 57SA MINI MKI/II/MOGGI  £10.14 

YUF101030 LIGHT SWITCH MINI 76-91  £12.00 

BADGES

DAH100950MMM MINI COOPER BOOTLID BADGE MINI 2000>  £14.10 

DAH100920MMM MINI COOPER SPORT BADGE  £12.30 

24A23 BADGE -MINI COOPER MKI AUSTIN  £7.56 

14A6802 BADGE-AUSTIN MINI MKI  £7.92 

CZH2717 BADGE - LEYLAND HOUSE S&M 70-74/MGB/MINI A PANEL  £6.24 

DAB101130 BADGE-ITALIAN JOB-BONNET MINI  £28.50 

CZH1305 BADGE-FRONT MINI MK3 MINI/COOPER S  £18.90 

MANIFOLD + EXHAUSTS

GEX7046 MANIFOLD CLAMP S&M>64/MINI 63-85/MOGGI  £2.24 

GEX7081 MINI CENTRE EXHAUST MOUNT 58-96  £1.80 

GEX7661 MINI EXHAUST MOUNT MINI 5/92>/METRO MG TURBO  £3.78 

GEX7761 MINI CATALYST GASKET  £2.10 

L61 MANIFLOW LCB Y PIECE  £34.80 

LST001A MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX SIDE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.40 

LST001B MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX CENTRE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.94 
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Book Review − Maximum MINI author Jeroen Booij 
By Paul Sulma

The Mini as it was designed by the innovative Alec Issigonis was, for the 
majority of people, pretty much perfectly formed albeit many owners 

over the years undertook to customise their cars to their own personal 
tastes or requirements. However, there were also a small number of 
people, and usually maverick individuals, for whom the Mini as it came off 
the production line just didn’t do it for them for one reason or another. And 
so their answer to this was to redesign and build their own interpretation 
or derivative of the Mini. Some of these individuals did achieve their goal 
and, in some cases, actually improved on the master’s design thus achieving 
a modicum of success in producing more than just a handful of cars. But 
sadly, a good majority fell short and ended up creating either just a single 
one-off prototype or a very small number of units.

Therefore, ultimately, many of these creations were doomed to be 
consigned to oblivion as the follies of dreamers but for one man’s passion 
and quest to rediscover as many of these cars as he could and catalogue 
them for posterity. That man is Jeroen Booij, a Dutch freelance motoring 
journalist with a passion for odd ball and radically designed cars but with a 
particular soft spot for the Mini, so what better qualified person could there 
be to undertake such a task.

The author commenced his extensive research of these cars some years 
ago, in some cases meeting with the creator individuals in order to obtain 
facts and figure from the original source whenever possible. He then 
published his first edition of Maximum MINI in March 2009. Some eight 
years on in June 2017, his book has been reprinted by the publishers 
Veloce. A good quality paperback book of some 128 pages, the author 
covers no less than 58 cars in some detail from some well known models 
such as the Mini Marcos and Cox GTM, to the lesser known creations such 
as the Butterfield Musketeer and Gitane GT. The author then documents 
each of the cars’ histories individually, illustrating them with over 500 colour 
and black and white photographs, some of which apparently have never 
previously been published. Additionally, the author goes onto explore the 
characters behind the machines and their drive to create them, recounting 
some of their trials and tribulations in so doing.  

Maximum MINI  
author Jeroen Booij

• ISBN 978-1-787111-18-9 . 
UPC 6-36847-01118-5

• BIC classification: WGC + 
WGCB  Price: £19.99 UK 
/$30 USA
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Mini Minus Mini Minus

 Car Minus
 Wheels driven Front
 Built Wymondham (GB)
 Years 1982-2008
 Number Unknown
 Featured car Terry Handley (GB)

specification

D uring the late sixties Lotus Cars of Norfolk 
expanded rapidly, although unfortunately 
not to the liking of all the workforce. In 

1969 a group of employees resigned to start up 
on their own. They were mysteriously known 
as the ‘Group of 69,’ and together came up with 
various projects. Two of the men were Brian Luff 
(see Status Minipower and Status 365) and Keith 
Lain. After Luff designed the Mini Minus, Lain 
started Minus Cars in the early eighties, working 
from a converted farm workshop in Wymondham, 
Norfolk. Initially, the car was offered as the Status 
Mini Minus, but as Luff moved to Jersey, he gave 
the job to Lain and the car was renamed.

Initial prices for the Mini Minus started 
at £525 plus VAT, but rose to £850 plus VAT in 
the mid-eighties. Some extras were available, of 
which modified doors (at £65 a pair) and primer 
body finish (£160) were the most opted for.

In the mid-eighties Keith Lain came up 
with some more variations on the Mini Minus. 
One of them was a Minus Maxi that was a rather 
square Mini Clubman-style estate with off-road 
styling influences and a hatchback. Another was 
the Minus 4R2 that came with a tube spaceframe 
and rear-mounted engine. It was named after the 
Austin Metro 6R4 rallycar, which had 6 cylinders, 
a rear-mounted engine, and 4-wheel-drive.

In 2001 Lain sold the Minus rights to Shaun 
Dyson, who offered body shells from £2250 soon 
after the takeover.

The idea behind the car was simple; to offer 
a replacement body for the Mini that would 
never rust. The fibreglass body shells that Lain 
fabricated all used Mini parts, including the 
doors, which had to be lowered at the bottom 
to allow for the fact that the car was now six 
inches lower, since the body of the original Mini 
had been sectioned. As all the sectioning came 
from the waist of the car the glass components 
remained untouched, allowing customers 
buying a body shell to still fit the original 
glass from their donor Mini. Steel frames 
were fitted around the door apertures of the 
fibreglass body to provide more strength, and 
to allow mounting of the seatbelts, and a steel 

rollover bar incorporated into a solid basic 
framework. The only changes required 

during construction were lowering of 
the radiator and the addition of some 

earth returns to the wiring loom.

The book is the first to solely focus on Mini-derived cars, as opposed to the 
Mini itself, and, being priced at £19.99, in my view represents great value 
for a fascinating and well researched book. 

Paul Sulma

The Garth Tye Auto Services Midsummer Carwent Rally
Peter Ellerby

The last round of the HRCR Old Stager and Mini Sport Cup, The 
Garth Tye Auto Services Midsummer Caerwent Rally to give it its 

full title, was held on the Army base at Caerwent in Welsh Wales. This 
rally is famous for its high curbs and as a car breaker, and it certainly 
lived up to that reputation, with five Minis out of seventeen that 
started, failing to finish and all of the top runners having problems. 

Stage 1 saw Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill setting the fasted time with 
another Irish crew, Colin McDowell/Michael Spence, 2 seconds down 
followed by Clive King/Anton Bird a further 11 seconds in third, First 
crew to hit problems were Peter Ellerby/Ben Anderson who stopped 
on the stage with a broken rotor arm. Not having a spare they rang the 
service park and Martin Melling/Carmel Venables kindly brought one to 
the stricken crew with Carmel throwing it out as they passed allowing 
Peter to get of the stage. Also out on stage 1 were Andrew O"Hanlon/
Ryan Taylor and Ian Clare/Richard May. 

On stage 2 Ray Cunningham again went quickest by 6 seconds from Colin 
with Clive third, and Eric Davis/Russell putting in a good time for 4th place. 
Peter Ellerby’s run of good results came to an abrupt end when hitting a 
concrete block and damaged his Mini too badly to be able to continue.

On stage 3 Ray was 1st then Colin followed by Clive with Jim Brindle/
Sam Bould in 4th position. Also putting in a good time were Welsh men 

Rhodri Roberts/Osian Owen. But the drama started on stage 4 with the 
leader Ray breaking a drive shaft and taking a stage maximum and any 
chance of victory over Colin, Clive, and Jim who were the top three 
with Nigel Hart/Lyndon Moulton getting fourth. Stage 5 saw a on fire 
Ray set a time 24 seconds faster than second placed Colin with Jim third 
and Andy Walkinshaw with new Irish co driver Laura Mulrooney getting 
fourth. Clive,with a misfire caused by a broken rocker shaft came fifth. 

On stage 6 and all change, as leader Colin dropped a lot of time on 
the stage due to a loose coil wire. This left Ray 1st, Jim 2nd, Andy 3rd 
and Clive running on three cylinders just to get a finish, meant the 
lead changed again in Jim’s favour. At the finish it was Jim Brindle/Sam 
Bould 1st, Colin McDowell/Micheal Spence still managing to get 2nd, 
Clive King/Anton Bird with only three cylinders getting 3rd, with Rick 
Ford/Neil Macdonald winning the open class even with a poor 1st stage 
time due to tyre problems. 

The next round is new to the championship based at Dundrennan on 
the Solway Coast on the 6th of August is the Solway Historic rally. Let’s 
see what drama that round can add. 

Peter Ellerby
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Speedo repair and service

I had the misfortune to see my speedo 
fail on BJB 77B on its way to Dover 
for the Minis to Monte event last year 
and, as with all these things, it remained 
useless until this summer. The speedo, in 
truth, had been built by Richfield’s way 
back in 1997 to include the zero trip and 
the early Mini plastic needle – it was also 
in kilometres. It lay in its box, until fitted, 
for too many years. For it to fail, after so 
little use, was a bit annoying.  

By chance, when we had the MCR 
stand at the NEC last November, we 

were visited by Mike Flannery who was touting for work for his 
speedo repair business. Leaving me his card, I filed it away knowing I 
needed to get my speedo fixed. As with all these sort of things, fixing 
a speedo in winter for a laid up car is not high on the list of priorities, 
but now with Minis to Ireland looming, I had to get it repaired.

A call to Mike confirmed he could repair my unit and more 
impressively, he said he’d hopefully get it back to me within a week. 
Shipped off to Mike, the very next day I had an email explaining 
what he had found – which was basically a speedo that was bone 
dry of lubricant and about to seize. I was also told that possibly the 
extension pin from the Halda drive take off gearbox, was perhaps 
a little too long, as it too was exerting pressure on the already 
struggling mechanism. In truth, this occurrence is not the first time 
I’ve had this issue because the same thing happened to the speedo on 
BFX when I built that many years ago. So, the pin was duly shortened 
by a couple of millimetres. 

The following day, I had another email, with a photo of all the bits of 
my speedo together with a note saying that it was all fixed, checked 
calibration and ready to return to me plus his invoice of £140. Duly 
paid, the speedo was, indeed, back within the week. Fitted back into 
the car – why is it that it takes five times as long to put these things 
back than it does to take them out – and it worked perfectly.

I can recommend Mike’s work without any hesitation. He was quick, 
efficient and very informative. If you need any speedo attended to, 
I’d suggest you get in touch with Mike. His details are Mike Flannery 
Speedometer Repair and he can be reached on 01594 861095. He also 
has a very good website www.magnetic-speedometer-repair.com 
which is worth a visit. Thanks Mike for a great service. 

Robert Young
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Freshly rebuilt Works speedo back in place

Safari Mini sold

I had a call from Malcolm Huxley recently who told me that he has at last 
sold his superb and rather unique Plant brothers built Safari Mini. The car 
was specifically built to compete in the arduous East African Safari Rally, 
although its first International rally was the RAC Rally of Great Britain in 
1995. Since then it has competed on the East African Safari Rally on five 
separate occasions in 1997, 2000, 2001 and 2002 and finally in 2003. 
Malcolm has been looking for a new home for the car for a while now. 
Poor health and now moving to a smaller house has meant his pride and 
joy had to go. He tells me that it sold at the Silverstone Auction recently 
where the car sold, in my view, very cheaply for a very modest £20,000. 
Considering the very high values almost any classic Mini attracts these 
days, and the vast time and effort Malcolm put into restoring this car, the 
new owner has got himself a bargain. At the time of writing Malcolm was 
unable to tell me who the new owner is, so it remains to be seen what 
he intends to do with this rather special car. 

Timo Makinen tribute

At the recent Rally Finland – what used to be called ‘Rally of the1000 
Lakes’ - a fitting tribute was made for the recently departed Timo 
Makinen, Finland's rallying hero. Finland is a nation of rally fans and Timo 
Makinen is the stuff of legend within this knowledgeable fan base. In 
particular, Timo's 1967 drive through the famous Ouninpohja stage, which 
still tests the bravest of rally drivers today, has gone down in history. 

We will remember him driving GRX 195D when the bonnet flew 
up early in a stage. Timo couldn’t see and couldn't fit his helmeted 

Malcolm Huxley's lovely Safari Mini last seen at the 2015 NEC

Timo Makinen's AJB 33B and his Works Escort FEV 207L, both 
1000 Lakes winners
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head out of the sliding window to see either, so he resorted to 
throwing the Cooper S sideways in order to see ahead. He was 
third fastest on that stage and went on to win the event. It was only 
natural for the organisers of Rally Finland to pay tribute to Timo. On 
display were three of his cars associated with the 1000 Lakes, his 
1959 Triumph TR3 in which he started competing with his brother 
Harri, coming home third in class on the 1959 1000 Lakes, his 1965 
Cooper S AJB 33B in which he won the 1965 1000 Lakes and his 
1973 Escort FEV 207L in which he also won the 1973 1000 Lakes. A 
fitting tribute to a true legend.

Mini Sport and MINI filming

Those glued to Facebook and who follow Mini Sport will have 
seen the various posts recently about filming which they have been 
involved in recreating scenes from the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally. 
This was being done with MINI who are very keen to portray and 
foster the interest they have in Mini history. The short film, very 
much with what seemed to be a big budget, is set to recreate 
the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally win of Paddy Hopkirk in 33 EJB. In 
the early stages of their planning I was doubtful they would be 
able to achieve this when I was consulted on suitable cars to use. 
My suggestion was to involve Mini Sport, as they do have the 

33 EJB replica that Paddy Hopkirk owns and also look after his 
other car 6 EMO, plus I thought Stephen Entwhistle, whom they 
sponsor could do much of the driving and this seemed to have 
been taken on board. As it transpired, Stephen was unable to take 
time off work so had to step aside. The team that was shipped 
out to France included Chris and Danny Harper of Mini Sport, 
Micheal Jackson, John Cressey and Dave Thomas. Dave, some will 
remember, was supported by Mini Sport when he took his Mini 
van around the world.

From the snippets posted on Facebook, the film set up at the top 
of the Col du Turini took some believing - as in July they had deep 
snow – it’s quite remarkable what film companies can achieve! 
The two cars present were plated up to appear identical 33 EJBs 
– one was no doubt Paddy’s 33 EJB replica but I don’t know who’s 
was the other car (perhaps 6 EMO?). On other clips, a Ford Falcon 
could be seen chasing the Mini around the Grand Prix circuit, re-
enacting the blast around the famous street circuit. This all looked 
very much period stuff with contemporary trade adverts adorning 
the background. I really have no idea when and where this short 
film will be shown but it will certainly be worth watching. Well 
done MINI. 

Robert Young

This could so easily be a shot from 1964 but was in fact from 2017

The Mini Sport team with two 33 EJBs at the top of the Turini

33 EJB is chased through the streets of Monte Carlo by a Ford Falcon

Timo's TR3A used on his first international 1000 Lakes in 1959, 
with AJB 33B
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The so called ‘Marples Mini Hatchback’ 
resurfaced recently after a few years 
in the wilderness. The car started life 
as a 1071S and was almost certainly 
the first hatchback Cooper S which 
Radford ‘borrowed’ the idea from 
BMC. Restored twenty plus years ago, it 
seems to have aged quite well, although 
some blistering of the paintwork was 
reported. For those not aware of 
Ernest Marples, he was a Conservative 
politician who became Minister for 
Transport in October 1959, shortly 
after the launch of the Mini. Although 
Dr Beeching takes the blame for the 
culling of some 4,000 miles of railway, 

he reported to Marples. It just so happens that Marples had owned 
some 80% of the shares of Marples Ridgeway, a very large construction 
company that had many contracts related to the construction of the UK 
motorway network at the time immediately before he was appointed 
Transport Minister. He sold his shares his wife!

The origins of the car are rather convoluted, not unlike Marples’ 
business dealings. The original 1071 S on which it was supposedly 
based was built in early January 1964, but was originally Surf blue/OEW 
and a Morris. However, you might notice that in all the photographs it 
appears as an Austin but still has its original Morris chassis plate! If it was 
an Ex-Works Mini there would be an absolute frenzy on Facebook and 
certain forums. When built the car was sent over to the Austin Motor 
Co Experimental Department, registered on the19th March 1964, and 
then despatched to Aces Motor Co on the10th April 1964. Depending 
on whom you believe, it was one of two or possibly three cars given 
an in-house hatchback conversion by BMC themselves. Quite whether 
the car was specifically built for Marples, or just happened to be under 
development is unknown, but it the story goes that after meeting John 
Cooper at the Racing Car Show in January 1964, Marples expressed 
interest in having a Cooper S if it could be fitted with a hatchback.

Alec Issigonis was concerned about the torsional rigidity of a Mini 
hatchback conversion. John Sheppard did the design work and they 
were constructed by Dick Gallimore in the experimental workshop 
at Longbridge. The 45 degree bottom corner design mirrors that 
seen on the Austin A40 Countryman. John Sheppard is quoted as 
saying: “We put in a channel all around the hatch aperture. Instead of 
having one aperture for the rear window and one for the boot, we 
ran them into one and turned it into a boxed channel. I would say it 
was probably even stronger than an ordinary Mini, because of this 
complete ring structure it wasn’t a difficult exercise at all.”

I have seen photographs of another car in the experimental workshop 
which is badged an Austin Mini, rather than a Cooper or S that has the 
same style of tailgate opening, but with a different hinge arrangement 
for the hatchback and with interior trim panel with horizontal lines in 
the same style as a Mini door card. It is said that the other car (or cars) 
had a fibreglass hatchback where the one on the Cooper S was metal.

Apart from the hatchback, the normal rear seat was replaced by one 
from an estate version of the Mini so the squab could be folded flat. 
The squab, by the way, is the upright back part of a seat, you sit on the 
cushion. There was safety padding added on the cant rails and front 
panel of the heater, crushable sunvisors of the style that the Mini range 
did not receive until late 1965/early1966 and unusual wrap around 
front indicators. The indicator repeaters on the front wings were a 
later addition although they were in place by the mid 1980s. There are 
numerous photographs of Marples with the car but it is difficult to date 
them as none show the front of the car and its tax disc. However, he 
didn’t officially take ownership of the car until 1968.

Marples apparently part exchanged the Cooper S for a Renault 5 in 
1974 and it ended up with a dealer in Clevedon near Bristol. Around 
that time the 963 LOP registration was transferred off. After going 
through a couple of owners, a colour change and partial deseaming 

Simon Wheatcroft

the car looked very sorry for itself. By 1979 it was off the road with 
a broken gearbox and was finally rescued by Alan Meaker in the 
mid 1980s. The car was restored by the mid 1990s and seemed to 
emerge every few years. Alan sold it in 2009 or thereabouts and it 

The familiar BMC picture of 963 LOP

Alternative hatchback hinges clearly visible on this non S prototype

At a quick glance you could miss the neat hatchback conversion. 
Could it have helped increase Mini sales dramatically? Was the 
world ready for a hatchback in 1964?
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went abroad so it is nice that it has returned to the UK. The car was 
entered in the July H&H classic car auction at Duxford with, what I 
thought was a rather high estimate of £70,000 to £80,000. The car 
duly failed to sell having apparently been bid to £60,000. Why didn’t 
it sell? Well, it is now an older restoration that has twenty plus years 
of patina, something that the new breed of speculators hoovering up 
Cooper Ss and their similarly sporty brethren don’t seem to embrace.

And what became of the former Right Honourable Ernest Marples 
MP you might wonder? Well, of course, he was elevated to the 

peerage after he left politics, but his shady financial practices and 
the Treasury finally caught up with him and he fled the UK on an 
overnight ferry taking up residence on Monaco to avoid charges of 
tax evasion.

That’s all this month.
 
Simon Wheatcroft

Safety padding on the heater front panel

Rear seat sourced from a Mini estate

OMG an Austin with a Morris chassis plate!

Nothing that unusual at the front end except the additional wrap 
around indicators. The original front wings were fitted with some 
rather unattractive wing mirrors

Marples in the car. Note the 1966 style sunvisors and cant rail 
padding. The front seats still appear to have plastic covers on them

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this month’s report and, as 
promised last month, a bit of an update 
on register activity.

Two cars have recently come through 
via the website registration facility: one 
is from Toby Beasley who has been a 
member before and his Morris 998 
Cooper is GRW 232D is already known 
to the register. Any updated photos 
Toby? The other car is from Mesnard 
Olivier and is an Austin 997 Cooper. 
Again, please feel free to forward any 
photos as this just adds a nice piece to 
the register report when talking about 
registered cars. I know there were 

problems with members trying to upload photos of their cars but I 
believe these have since been resolved.
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Today, 26th July 2017, the Government 
announced that, as part of its ‘Clean Air 
Strategy,’ from 2040 the sale of petrol 
and diesel cars and vans will be banned. 
I guess this was always on the horizon, 
and something needed to happen, but 
to now have a date when effectively 
the internal combustion engine will be 
no longer available is a seismic shock 
.This obviously throws up a huge 
number of questions and implications. 
I guess I'm being optimistic to think I'll 
even still be around to see it happen, 
but what will it mean for us classic car 
owners? What do you think?

With the holiday season in full swing, it is the usual quiet period for the 
register, so nothing new to report on this month. If you're new to the 
register or an existing member who has not got around to registering your 
car, please get in touch and we can perhaps feature it in a future report.

A lot of car events are on at the moment though, with seemingly 
something to go to every weekend. One particularly memorable day out 
for me and my Mk11 S was the Oakamoor Hill Climb in the village of 
Oakamoor near Ashbourne. This is a revival of an event first held in 1906, 
and which involved pioneering local motorists driving a short hill climb 
course on a closed road. The course originally used a road which now 
carries busy traffic to nearby Alton Towers, but undeterred the current 
organisers use another route out of the village on quite a challenging steep 
minor road. As in 1906, the road is closed from the centre of the village 

Nick Hunter

hydrolastic suspension. CBP has been re-sprayed, however not all 
went to plan so it had to go back for some remedial work and the 
car was not thus ready for this year’s Beaulieu show. Fortunately, 
Vic has a couple more Minis at home so this year he took the 
Almond green Super De Luxe, a superb substitute to arrive in. 
Apart from a re-spray, CBP has had its subframes blasted and 
powder coated and has had all suspension, brakes and steering rack 
replaced with new items - and at the time of writing, was due to go 
to Mini Sport for an engine rebuild. Hopefully, CBP will be back on 
the road soon to enjoy the rest of the show season.

Fellow registrar Nick Hunter has been in touch in regard to a friend’s 
997 Cooper that they used to own a good many years ago - the car 
in question is TCF 853, an Austin variant finished in Tartan red and 
registered in 1962. The car in not on the register, so if anyone may 
be able to give some information on its whereabouts or fate, then 
please get in touch. According to the DVLA it was last taxed in 1982 
so there may be a chance it is hidden away somewhere.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

Marc Von Hemert has been in touch and is considering selling 
his Portuguese built Austin CKD 998 Cooper. This superb black 
monotone car is currently in Belgium. For anyone unfamiliar with 
CKD cars and I’ll be brief, but these cars were a complete knock 
down kit of a car that would have been exported from the UK for 
assembly in several countries around the world, usually due to import 
or trade restrictions imposed by that particular country. They are 
the same specification as the UK built cars, however, body colours 
differed and interior trim was often locally sourced. This car has 
been featured in the MK1register before, and if you are seriously 
interested, please get in touch with me and I can forward your details 
onto Marc for further discussion.

Vic Watson is currently finishing the light restoration of his Morris 
998 Cooper, CBP 71B. Vic has owned this car for a great many 
years and it is finished in Tweed grey with an Old English white roof. 
No definite build date is available for this car as the original BMC 
build ledger is missing from the archives. However, the approximate 
date lies in the middle of 1964 before the introduction of the ‘wet’ 

‘Screen grab’ of EWA on the hill, for the full video go to https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCe6AF3PE2k
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to the top of the course and consists of a series of challenging bends, dips, 
crests and measures about half a mile in length. Cars up to 1974 are eligible 
but with a focus on types from those early pioneering days, including 
Frazer Nash, Bentley, GN etc. A very relaxed non competitive approach 
means no timing, scrutineering, helmets etc, your car just needs to be road 
legal. The event coincides with Oakamoor's village fete so the whole day 
has a carnival feel to it with crowds cheering as you wheel spin off the line. 
Blasting up a closed minor road lined with garden walls and spectators 
cheering you on, is quite an experience, it felt like the Mille Miglia!

EWA behaved itself and took the potholed road surface in its 
stride, I did wince though, at the thought of a popped silver band 
hydro unit, but all was well. Other Minis taking part were Dave 
Johnson in his Mk1 S rally car, Ian Potter in his Mk1 Mini pick-
up (substituting it for his ex Richard Longman Mk1 Cooper S 
registered 744 CWV, which decided to have fuelling problems). 
Gaz Howe in his split Webered Mk11 Cooper and Tim Ellison 
in his recently acquired Mk1S. A cracking event, and which was 
enjoyed by everyone who took part. I'll be back for more next 
year and hopefully each year until we're not allowed to drive our 
internal combustion engined cars anymore!

That's all for now

Nick Hunter 

Gaz Howe's rapid split Webered Mk11Cooper

Ian Potter’s early Mk1 pick-up proved popular

Dave Johnson’s purposeful rally replica Mk1 S

Tim Ellison's lovely Mk1 S

An unusually muddy EWA

Cooper Mk 2 Register

David Griffith’s restoration of PEG 126G is coming along nicely and 
he has sent some photos of the work so far. He has also sent me 
some guidance notes of how he planned his restoration. David has no 
previous engineering experience and therefore had to learn as he has 
gone along. This has been developed from his experience learnt on 3 
previous restorations over the last 30 years. As David has said, and I 
whole heartedly support, “Get the planning right” and it should lead 
to a successful outcome.  

Graham Robinson
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David’s suggested restoration plan is as follows:

1. If the car is usable, use it for a while to understand it faults and foibles. 

2. Read about the marque, and learn as much as possible from 
people that own one what to look for.

3. Make an action plan. With lists of what order things will be done; 
the strip and rebuild could take 1or 2 years or more (when you 
reassemble it this will be invaluable)

4. When you start to strip/disassemble the car take photographs (of 
everything while it is on the car.

5. Label everything (do not use masking tape for this because after 
2 years you will not be able to read the label, and so a ‘label’ 
maker is a good idea.

6. Box or bag everything and label the boxes or bags.

7. Keep a log book/diary listing the order step by step of what you do.

8. Find a supplier or suppliers of parts and, if possible, one that 
knows the marque well as they will help and advise you if you get 
stuck - because you will!  I used Green and White in The North 
East and their help and advice was invaluable.

9. I now clean, rust treat and then sandblast where possible, all 
reusable parts and have them powder coated. This way they look 
better and are more durable/corrosion resistant than painted parts.

10. Inspect and service all parts.

11. Before the rebuild begins, replace all bearings, bushes, gaskets, 
use new nuts/bolts, washers on everything.

Wrong shade of green noticed before fitting

Attention to detail will, in the end, save time and make the job easier.  
As you can see from the 2 photos of the engine, David initially used 
the incorrect shade of green, and so he painted it the correct shade 
before fitting it into the body. Phew!

Many thanks to David for giving us his advice on planning a 
restoration. I am sure his notes will be posted on garage/workshop 
walls very shortly.  

Engine fitted and in correct shade of green

Driveshafts, rack etc all looking like new

Complete rear subframe fitted
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Given that both the Mk2 and Mk3 S 
had very few changes and final drive 
options throughout their production 
run and that they both shared the same 
130mph speedometer, there was a 
surprising selection available with no 
less than five speedometer options.

The most commonly found example 
bears the codes SN-4421/32 and 
1280. This is for cars with the standard 
Cooper S gearbox and 3.44:1 final 
drive. The 1280 is the number of wheel 
turns per mile. The following much 

rarer options were also available:

SN-4421/36 & 1280 – 3.44:1 final drive, optional gearbox
SN-4421/40 & 1472 – 3.93:1 final drive, standard gearbox
SN-4421/44 & 1472 – 3.93:1 final drive, optional gearbox
SN-4421/48 & 1312 – Police spec – 3.93:1 final drive, standard gearbox

Quite what the optional gearbox is I can’t tell you for certain because, 
so far as I am aware, there was only the Cooper S gear set and the 
non S ratio gear set available at the time. The only difference between 
the two was one tooth on fourth gear which did also necessitate 
a different laygear that reduced the chasm between the third and 
fourth gears.

What has prompted this speedometer master class you may wonder? 
Well, someone recently purchased a speedometer for their Mk3 S 
from a certain well known auction website only to find that it was, 
excuse the pun, miles out when fitted to their car. Initial suspicion was 

Simon Wheatcroft

Well, it’s the peak of the car show season and I hope many of you are 
out enjoying your cars and attending some of the shows. If you do, 
I am sure many of the spectators will get great pleasure viewing our 
favourite car.  

Don’t forget, if you are out and about this summer and would like to 
share your experience, be it a show or a classic car run, then let me 
know and I will put it in my report for all to enjoy.

Until next month.

Happy Coopering.  

Graham Robinson 

that it was a Mk3 S outer casing with Mini 850 or similar innards, but 
it transpired that what they had actually purchased was a rare SN-
4421/44 speedometer. 

Incidentally, unlike the Mk1 S speedometers, the yellow gear change 
indicator marks remained the same on the Mk2/Mk3 S speedometer 

Close examination is required to reveal the actual spec. of  
any speedometer

A SN-4421/44 is a rare unit. If fitted to a car with a 3.44:1 final 
drive it will over read both speed and distance significantly

Spot the difference? This is the SN-4421/32 unit usually found in a 
Mk3 S

It is very rare to find one with no gear change markings although 
the SN code is the same SN-4421/32 and 1280 TPM
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whatever the internal spec. - except for one that I have seen that has 
no gear change markings on it at all. The Police car units are easily 
identified as they have a pretty much plain black centre with no kph 
scale on them.

Reproduction Mk 2/3 S speedometers have been available for a 
while; currently they cost around £200 in mph or kph form, which 
is probably why the prices of pre-owned units have not headed for 
the stratosphere like Mk1 S units. The reproductions do, however, 
have some differences from an original; the gear change markings are 
white rather than yellow and the font of the odometer and the centre 
plate differ from an original. These are very obvious when placed next 
to an original.

That’s all for this month. 

Simon Wheatcroft

This is the current new 130 mph speedometer that is available. 
The differences in fonts, whilst small, are clear to see when next to 
an original

Rover Cooper Register

I begin by apologising for my recent 
absence on the registrar pages of 
CooperWorld. Caring for two elderly 
parents (both recently in hospital) and 
dealing with a family bereavement, 
has to take priority. When I did file my 
copy, what I sent to our dear editor was 
both late and too big to squeeze into an 
August issue that was already bursting 
with time sensitive material. My sincere 
apologies to Paul our editor. The report 
below is an edited version with the 
excess carried over to October.

A Belated Thank You

Our annual Beaulieu event was nearly three months ago, and 
although it is a little late in the day, I would like to extend my belated 
thanks to Phil Manser and Richard and Linda Sign for bringing along 
and displaying their pristine Rover Mini Coopers in our allocated 
area. And finally, thanks also, to Tony Salter and his colleagues for a 
magnificent effort organising everything. 

Gatherings like Beaulieu offer the perfect opportunity to study the 
individual attributes of like cars. There are still stacks of original 

John Parnell

Rover Mini Coopers to view and because most of them have the 
VIN etched on the glass I can make notes of different features and 
reference them with the glass VIN plus a picture of the car for 
good measure. 

It is research of this kind that also prompts me to re-visit some of my 
earlier model reviews in past issues of CooperWorld.  In that sense 
they are always a work in progress.

1998 Mini Cooper Sports LE - Update

It was in October 2012 that I wrote about the 1998 Mini Cooper 
Sports LE (yes, `Sports’ is the correct term). Just to recap, the car 
was officially announced in April 1998 to commemorate thirty years 
since the 1968 successes of the Mini Cooper S in saloon car racing. 
1968 was the most successful year for the British Vita Racing team so 
it is no coincidence that the Mini Cooper Sports LE carries the British 
Vita `V’ logo on both front wings. 

Standard Features:

1. Sports pack 13 inch x 6inch alloy wheels, wide wheelarches and 
Koni dampers

2. Widely spaced parallel body coach lines with a British Vita yellow 
`V’ decal above the front repeater lights, and red, white and black 
`Mini Cooper’ rosette decals finishing the coach lines on the rear 
quarter panel above the rear wheels. An identical rosette decal 
was positioned on the right hand side of the bootlid.

This Brooklands Green Cooper Sports LE was spotted at Beaulieu

All Mini Cooper Sports LEs had the British Vita `V’ decal on the 
front wings
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3. Twin auxiliary driving lamps

4. Roof-mounted radio aerial

5. Chrome sports exhaust tail pipe

6. Dark green leather interior, with matching dark green door and 
rear quarter liners. Steering wheel rim finished in mixed black 
and dark green leather, plus a dark green leather gear knob and 
gear lever gaiter, and colour keyed green carpets.

7. Full width wood veneer dashboard with the standard main 
three instrument pod dials, and additionally featuring a battery 
condition (Volts) and oil temperature gauge, as well as the stock 
analogue clock. All instruments have cream dials 

8. Standard Rover-branded Philips R660 stereo radio cassette player 

9. Plain black interior door furniture

10. There were two alternative colour choices: Brooklands 
Green or Black, both with a white roof and matching white 
bonnet stripes and door mirrors. I will come back to this 
topic shortly.

11. The on the road price was set at £10,525,  £1,100 dearer than 
a standard Mini Cooper 1.3i, but £200 cheaper than taking a 
standard factory car and adding the Sports Pack and leather trim 
as separate  options.

12. According to Rover’s announcement press release: “Only 100 
Cooper Sports will be built for the UK and will be available on a 
first come, first served basis.”

The press release wording does not preclude the Mini Cooper 
Sports LE also being built for sale abroad. Back in my 2012 
review this prompted me to ask if anyone had evidence of export 
versions. When no one came forward to comment further, I put 
the matter on the back burner for a later date.

Re-Imports from Japan

Fast forward to 2017 and two events reminded me to look again at 
the Rover Mini Cooper Sports LE. The first was a video on YouTube 
reviewing a pristine sub10k kilometre example up for sale in an 
auction in Tokyo. You can find it by typing `1998 Rover Mini Cooper 
BSCC LTD’ into the YouTube search box.

In addition to the usual air conditioning, sealed (non-opening) rear 
quarter windows and `km/h’ speedometer, expected of Japanese 
spec. cars, this particular Mini had been fitted with the matching 
wood veneer cappings to the doors and rear quarter panels (de 
rigueur for Japanese spec Minis) as well as the optional wooden 
interior door furniture. 

It is because air conditioning paraphernalia had to be crammed 
under the bonnet of Japanese spec. Minis that all of the later 
models destined for that market continued with single point fuel 
injection (SPi) long after we in Britain and Europe had progressed 
to twin point injection (MPi) in October 1996. If you look under 
the bonnet of a late production Japanese spec. Rover Mini what 
you will see is an MPi engine block with its familiar `black box’ 
quad dry-coil twin-spark ignition unit, and horizontal `K’-type oil 
filter. But that is where the MPi similarity begins and ends. Apart 
from the obvious single-point fuel injection, the big giveaway is the 
sight of a conventional cooling radiator, positioned in its traditional 
place against the left hand inner wing. I should also add that 
this same SPi engine configuration was available with automatic 
transmission, but only to customers in Japan.   

By coincidence, I then received an enquiry from an MCR member 
who had recently purchased a Mini Cooper Sports LE and 
wished to know what number their car was in the chronological 
production run of the original 100 examples. Since production 
records of 1990s Rover Minis did not survive Rover’s demise in 
April 2005, it is impossible for me to fulfil the exact level of detail 
requested. At best I can only estimate the date of production 
and, to do that, the owner would need to provide additional 
information and photographs. Suffice to say, in this instance all that 
I had to go on was the registration number, the vehicle description 
(as per the owner), and its chassis (VIN) details, no photographs 
or engine number. 

The Green leather interior and colour-keyed carpets was standard 
regardless of the exterior colour

The presence of air conditioning vents as seen here is a clear sign 
that the car is a re-import from Japan

Late spec. cars exported to Japan have single point injection and a 
conventional radiator layout as seen here
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From the start, it was obvious that all was not as it would seem. The 
first was the description of the car: “BSCC Mini Cooper LE”; the 
second was the quoted chassis (VIN) prefix: “SAXXNNAXKXD”.

If we break the VIN prefix down, this is what it reveals:

The first seven letters:  SAXXNNA = Mini 1300 Sport / Cooper, two 
door saloon. It is letters 8 to 10 in the final grouping “XKXD” that it 
all starts to get interesting:

X = Standard TBi (i.e. single point injection with 9.4:1 compression). 
Cooper engines would be denoted by the letter `Z’ meaning MPi 
with 10.5:1 compression.
K = Right hand drive with automatic transmission. 
X = 1999 model year
D = Longbridge production (common to all Minis in this context)

To summarise, the car in question was a Japanese market vehicle 
with automatic transmission. All of the UK spec. Mini Cooper 
Sports LEs I have so far recorded on the register carry the more 
usual Mini Cooper chassis (VIN) prefix: SAXXNNAZEWD. The 
letter `W’ denotes 1998 model year. Unless someone reading this 
knows different, it does appear that the Japanese versions of these 
cars have `XD’ at the end of their VIN prefix instead of `WD’. 
This means that the VIN number range for them will also be higher, 
possibly starting `166’. 

Four further issues arise as a direct result of this one enquiry;

1. According to one source, up to750 Mini Cooper Sports LEs may 
have been exported to Japan. There is nothing wrong with that 
as long as buyers’ are aware of the implications when purchasing 
what they believe to be a UK spec. Mini Cooper Sports LE in the 
UK. The member who wrote to me obviously wasn’t.

2. Was the Mini Cooper Sports LE commonly referred to as the 
`BSCC Mini Cooper LE’ when sold in Japan? (BSCC = British 
Sports Car Club).

3. The aforementioned member’s car was described on the DVLA 
records as a `Rover Mini’. I would expect a UK spec. LE car (i.e. 
one of the original 100) to be described as a `Rover Mini Cooper 
Sports LE’.

4. Not all Japanese spec. Mini Cooper Sports LEs conform to the 
expected Brooklands Green /White or Black/White exterior 
colour schemes. Nor do they necessarily have the decal sets 
normally associated with the UK spec. cars.  

I am currently carrying out further research on the whole nature of 
Japanese spec. Rover Mini Coopers and Minis. With luck I should have 
enough information to report in more detail next month. 

Meanwhile, back in the UK…

The UK spec. 1998 Mini Cooper Sports LE actually made its 
debut in the dealerships a full month prior to the official April 
announcement, appearing on a price list dated 19th March 1998 
alongside the newly unveiled Paul Smith LE. Quite why this half-
hearted marketing approach was adopted is unclear; it may have 
been simply to gauge customer interest ahead of a formal launch. 
When this duly happened the material issued with it consisted of a 
single 148mm x 105mm postcard (Publication no. 5508) giving just 
the barest of details. 

The press photographs that accompanied the release show John 
Rhodes with the publicity car (R912 EOE) at Silverstone. In 1997 our 
very own Simon Wheatcroft witnessed this very car in the styling 
studio during a visit to the Group Design & Engineering Centre 
(GDEC) at Gaydon, as it was then during Rover’s stewardship. With 
it was what would eventually become the Paul Smith Mini prototype. 
Just for the record, the `EOE’ registration number range was never 
issued with an `R’ prefix, and the featured car accompanying John 
Rhodes was in fact an early Mpi experimental vehicle hand finished for 
the part. Does that car still exist?

I now have 27 of the 100 UK spec. cars on the register, 12 of them 
with VIN details. 
Four things are apparent: 

1. The colour split currently stands at 7:20 in favour of Brooklands 
Green equating to a 26:74 split overall. I don’t see that changing 
a great deal as more cars are recorded. The press release 
never said there would be a 50:50 colour split; indeed it gave 
the impression that customers could order their colour choice. 
Given that each car had the same Green leather interior 
regardless of exterior colour; it comes as no surprise that most 
customers chose the complementary Brooklands Green / White 
colour scheme. 

2. Staying with colours, in August 1998 or thereabouts, Rover 
switched from White Diamond 2 to Old English White (OEW) 
as a roof colour for the Mini Coopers. It cannot be ruled out 
that the 1998 Cooper Sports LE may have been caught in the 
transition from the earlier roof colour to the later one.  I have 
yet to see one of these cars with an Old English White roof. The 
ultimate proof is in the three digit paint code stamped into the 
car’s VIN plate. I would welcome feedback from members who 
own a Cooper Sports LE. The relevant codes are as follows:

RIC =   Brooklands Green / White Diamond 2
RMB = Black 2 / White Diamond 2
WEF = Brooklands Green / Old English White
WEE = Black 2 / Old English White
 
3. For a car officially released in April 1998, the vast majority were 

not registered until August or later that year. Did buyers’ have to 
wait for their car to be built to their colour choice, or did they 

John Rhodes with R912 EOE at Silverstone

Less than 30% of 1998 Mini Cooper Sports LEs were finished in Black
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delay delivery in order to get the new registration prefix letter 
issued then on 1st August each year? Could it be that they simply 
did not know about these LE cars until well after the poorly 
publicised launch date?  What has been your experience when 
ordering a brand new limited edition Mini?

4. The chassis (VIN) range of the 12 cars where these are 
recorded, all fall within the range of 162650 – 164050. The 
numbers appear close enough to have all been run-off as a batch 
which would make sense given that they were built to a different 
specification from the normal run of other production Minis.

Did I say this was a work in progress? It still is!

Until next month…

See you at Stanford Hall.

John Parnell 

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

It was fifty years ago this month that Brian 
Epstein died of an accidental drug and 
drink overdose; he was just thirty two. 
For me, growing up in the sixties and 
enjoying popular music, it was a big shock 
as well as for millions of others too that 
the Beatles’ guru was no longer heading 
that unique band and spreading his magic.

Earlier that year, in January 1967, Epstein 
took delivery of his own personal Austin 
Cooper 1275 S converted by Wood 
and Pickett, then in Abbey Road, Park 
Royal, not St. Johns Wood where the 
Abbey Road music studio was. As I've 
written before, Epstein and Tony Doran 
ran a car company known as Brydor 

Cars supplying special cars to members of the music industry, with the 
Beatles at the top of the list. I bought the W&P Austin OGO 666E in 
1975 in its converted colour of Rolls-Royce golden sand with red coach 
lines around the bonnet and body sides. Later that year, a friend of 
mine bought the car and exported it to Los Angeles where, for many 
years, it was owned by a locksmith in Santa Monica. The locksmith's 
son, upon his father's death, sold the car to Mike Hough, originally 
from Birmingham, who displays the W&P, now sadly painted black, in 
his shrine dedicated to the Beatles. Mike runs a hotel on a small island 
neighbouring Hawaii. Brian Epstein would, I'm sure, be pleased his 
unique Mini Cooper is now being displayed in his special honour. 

Now to something completely different: coach built Mini seats.

Probably the most striking feature on coach built Minis began in 
1962 when Hooper Motor Services changed the body colour, initially 
choosing Rolls-Royce colours for that classy look. The interior gave 
even more scope to that individual look, and top of the list were the 
seats. From my understanding, Hooper mostly converted standard 
Mini seat frames to accept elaborate reclining mechanisms made by 
H.S. & C. Ltd., in Birmingham. From around 1967, Radford used the 
same heavy items on their own-design seats which, when trimmed, 
weighed a ton. Radford's first Mini seats also included simple changes 
to the standard frames and did not recline.

The most regularly used seats by Radford and, to a lesser extent W&P, 
were the reclining Microcell frames. The rubber foam under the 
leather or vinyl was shaped to different depths, W&P giving the best 
results, especially when the custom headrest was added. Because the 
backs (squabs) were so wide, both coach builders partly cut away the 
rear storage pockets to allow the seats to be slid back further on their 
runners. Not all cars had this alteration though. Occasionally another 
seat frame was used, which I believe originated from the Jaguar 
E-Type circa 1965 to 1975. I've compared this style of seat to my 

Steve Burkinshaw

Early seat reshaping by Radfords

Hooper reconstructed standard frame with recliner attachment

H.S.& C. recliner mechanism adaptable to varying seat widths
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own E-Type. AA 1000 had these seats in their early format and Nev 
Smyth's ‘hedge hatch’ still has them. They were trimmed in a similar 
style to the Microcells.

W&P began using the world renowned Recaro seats from 1968 and 
they were the UK's leading stockist. Having seen these seats stripped 
down, it's obvious why they are standard fitments for Porsche. 
Michael Elkin's 1973 car and Hugh Wylie's 1969 Mk2 Cooper S use 
the early Porsche style seats.

The name Recaro is derived from the inventor's name, Wilhelm 
Reutter and the French name for body, Carroserie. Reutter started 
his company, Reutters Carroserie-Werke in Germany in 1949, initially 
building Porsche ‘356’ bodies and later limo bodies. His seats were 
first marketed under the name ‘Reutters’ which some members will 
recall were fitted to old classic sports saloons in the 50/60s.

Radford cutaway rear pocket

Rear pocket cutaway designed by W&P

To finish, I'm often asked how many Radford Minis and Coopers were 
produced. With the excellent and extensive research undertaken by 
Nev Smyth, the owner of several coach built Minis, I will be reporting 
on his findings in the near future. To add to his list, another hatch 
back Mk1 Cooper 1275 S Radford De Ville has come to light in 
France. Paul-Marie Jamet owns this 1967 car which needs a complete 
rebuild. Unlike a lot of old projects, this car appears to have all the 
ultra-rare electric window rocker switches. The car features the 
‘Countryman’ rare extras coach built models were issued with, 

W&P Microcell seat with ‘Tulip’ flutes

Microcell seats with standard style flatter foam cushions

Old Microcell seat with parallel flutes
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right down to the opening rear door, which was the first hatch back 
development where Radford craftsmen welded a hand-formed frame 
to the existing boot lid and added two extended external hinges to 

Microcells retrimmed for a 1964 Radford

Nev Smyth’s later design Radford seats with H.S.&C mechanisms

Early Recaro seats from 1969 –same seat frame as a Porsche 911

just below the rear roof gutter. A box section was added to the inside 
of the rear of the roof panel to locate the sliding hinges. The back 
seat panel was then cut vertically down each side of the tanks and 
removed along with the parcel shelf. This allowed a bespoke folding 
rear seat to be installed using household square hinges for the seat 
and squab to pivot; quite crude but effective. 

Paul-Marie is looking for someone to restore the car, not a task for 
the uninitiated. With so many body parts now being reproduced, the 

Later Recaros from Cilla Black’s 1977 W &P Mini

French Radford Hatchback
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Rear shot showing all steel hatchback opening

Original LHD Radford dashboard in a poor state

Piper electric window mechanism still present

Hatchback door comprises standard boot lid welded to a window frameWebasto sunroof still in place
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shell repairs should be straight forward; however, the problems lie 
with the rear door and its alignment. The existing door stays are from 
a series one MGB GT and were extended and bolted to just within 
the door shuts. Some hatchbacks had a single locking arm, as used in 
the Mini pick-up/drop- down tail gate.

I hope to receive a progress report from Paul-Marie in the months 
ahead and will advise him where some of the parts he might need can 
be obtained or repaired.

That's my mixed bag for this month.
 
Steve Burkinshaw

Mini Super Register

At the Beaulieu National Mini Cooper 
weekend in 2015, offered for sale on 
a notice board was a very sad looking 
Austin Super Mini. Fiesta yellow with old 
English white roof, the car had clearly 
stood neglected for many years and 
exposed to the elements. In its favour, the 
car looked largely complete apart from a 
missing grille, moustache and rear over-
rider assemblies, plus the interior was 
still present. The prospect of restoring a 
car in this condition would not be for the 
feint-hearted. To be honest, I felt rather 
sad when I saw it as it seemed likely to 
me that the car would be stripped of its 
useful ‘Cooper’ parts and then disappear. 

There was a telephone number with the advert of course, keen as I 
always am to add another Super to my register, I called the number 
when I returned home and spoke to a very helpful Alan Thomas. Alan 
confirmed the car had, indeed, been unused for many years; the last 
tax disc expiring nearly thirty years ago in 1987. 

According to my records, the car was a Morris-built model 
completed in early September 1962, so a very late production 
Super. It was dispatched to a dealer in Dorset and registered 
shortly afterwards.

Alan had been aware of the Super for some while, often approaching 
its owner to enquire if it was for sale. Eventually, its owner agreed 
that Alan could take it. Alan was uncertain if he would restore the car 

Garry Dickens

or sell it. To begin with he would offer the Super for sale to see if any 
buyers came forward.

That was the last I heard about it, certain that any news of it in the 
future would not be good.

Two years later, at this year’s Beaulieu I happened to be stood talking 
to Peter Barratt when a gentleman came up to him asking where 
Garry Dickens might be found, “you are stood next to him” was 
Peter’s reply! Such is the world of coincidence.

As found

Engine bay as found

Rear of car as found

'TPR' in the early 1980s
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Russ Pryce introduced himself explaining he had been asked by Alan 
Thomas to let me have a set of photos showing the restoration 
progress of the Fiesta yellow Super. I was both surprised and delighted. 

Russ, a member of MCR and owner of a Mk1 Cooper 998, would 
prove to be very helpful in finding out more about the Super. It would 
seem the car was purchased second hand early in the 1980s and 
passed down through one family over the years with two members 

Engine bay after restoration

Rear of car after restoration

Interior after restoration

learning to drive in it. The owner’s wife passed her test in it and used 
the car as daily transport. After a few years the Super was put to one 
side, being replaced by a Mini 1275GT. 

For years, the Super sat out under a car port, in all winds and 
weather, when around four years ago it finally was taken out from 
the car port and left to continue its deterioration but now at a 
swifter rate. Then around two years ago Alan bought the car, which 
is where this story began. 

The twist in the tale is that the Super’s previous owner, having followed 
the restoration, fell in love with it again. The result is that a sale has been 
agreed and the car is to return home when the restoration is complete!  

For the record, in my register I have only five surviving Austin Supers in 
Fiesta yellow, one in working order but overseas. Alan/Roy’s car when 
finished will be the only one in the UK in running order. Even rarer is 
a Fiesta yellow Morris, with only three so far accounted for, including 
two in the UK, one in working order, the other undergoing restoration.

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any 
stories or anecdotes relating to one, then please get in touch, even if 
it no longer exists.     

Garry Dickens

1275GT Register

Memories of the days of the Denovo 
shod GTs came back to Roger Wall 
upon reading my article on the much 
maligned design.

Back in the mid 1980s, Roger’s 
daughter, Alison, was the lucky 
recipient of an 18th birthday present 
in the form of her Grandmother’s 
1275GT Clubman. At 18 with the 
freedom and independence of her 
own transport, Alison cherished and 
enjoyed her Mini to the full. However, 
there were unforeseen problems 
coming up the road for Alison.

Late one evening Roger received a 
phone call from a worried Alison, reporting that smoke was coming 
into the Mini and on closer inspection the source of the problem 
was actually the front nearside tyre. Unbeknown to Alison, the tyre 
had burst and, in continuing to drive on it, heat had built up to a 
high enough degree for the tyre to combust.Dad Roger came to the 
rescue and found Alison standing by the still smouldering tyre.  Roger 
then had to convince the AA that there was no spare wheel and that 
the only option was recovery.

At that time Roger recalls BL dealers offering a free exchange service 
to swap Denovo wheels and tyres for standard wheels and tyres.  
However, this offering never came to fruition for Alison’s car as an 
even greater disaster was to come.

I am sure many of us will remember the great storm of 13th of 
October 1987 and the famous Michael Fish forecast that failed to 
predict its severity. It was a night that Roger and Alison will never 
forget as it spelled the end for Alison’s Clubman, when a huge oak 
tree branch fell and crushed her pride and joy from front to rear.

Claiming the incident fell into ‘an act of God’ category, Alison’s 
insurance company refused to pay out, showing there is nothing new 
in the way insurance companies find any reason to avoid paying out.

Having pushed the roof back up sufficiently to be able to drive the 
stricken Mini, Roger managed to get the wreck back home, where 
there was no option other than setting to with an angle grinder to cut 
up the shell for scrap and sell off any salvageable parts.

Alan Clark
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Alison on the left and her sister Christine on the right, who else 
remembers the joy of their first car? Now with a lowered roof line, a casualty of the great 1987 storm

The proceeds of the salvage went towards another Mini for Alison.  
Softening the loss of her first love was never going to be easy and she 
will never forget the sad end of such a cherished car.  

Alan Clark

CLUB SHOP
.By popular demand the MCR indoor car cover is now 

back in stock!

Made from a decent grade of nylon material, the covers 
are intended for indoor use as dust covers although they 
are actually waterproof too.

The covers a bright red and have the MCR logo screen 
printed on the front of them in black. They come 
complete with mirror pockets (in the right place) for 
later Minis. A storage bag is also included for safe 
keeping of the cover when not in use.

The covers are tailored to fit a Mini with spotlights mounted 
on the front of the car and to keep the cover securely on the 
car it has an elasticised hem with handy straps and plastic 
buckles which go under the car.

Price is £39 including P&P (Europe and rest of world will 
need to contact us first)

please call

Sally or Tony Salter on  
02380 560073 to order.
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

meeting is at 8.00pm, on 
Thursday 21st September 

Tortworth Court Hotel bar, just off the M5 J14: https://
www.phcompany.com/de-vere/tortworth-court  

David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

  Dorset Alternate 2nd Wednesday 
each Month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

The New Inn, Great Limber, Lincolnshire, DN37 8JL.  
On the A18 between Kerminton (Humberside Airport)  
and Keelby

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

  Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Scotland Sunday 13th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org
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Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

I hope you all have been enjoying summer and getting out and about in your Minis and MINIs.

I start with just a reminder to all regions that we have MCR gazebos and banner flags available for regions to buy. 
Please also note that if regions buy the MCR gazebo and/or banner flag, then the MCR will reimburse your region 
75% of the cost. The MCR gazebo measures 3m x 3m and is of a compact design enabling it to be packed into its 
own wheeled bag, which will fit onto the rear seat of a classic Mini.

The gazebo includes the MCR logo and wording and has 4 white zip-in side panels of which two have windows and blinds. 
The cost of the gazebo is £396.95. However, as mentioned above MCR will reimburse 75% of this cost to your region.

The banner flag is 3.5m high and includes the MCR logo with wording and it can also include the name of your region.
The cost for the banner flag is £204.00. Again, as with the MCR gazebo you will be reimbursed of 75% the cost to 

your region which would mean that it will only be just £51.00 to pay.

Please email me at regions@minicooper.org for details of how to order either of the above.

I am pleased to advise that Rod Chilcot has agreed to be our contact for the Herts & London (N) region, so if you live in this region and would like to 
become involved in the monthly meetings and activities, Rod will be pleased to hear from you. His details are on the MCR Regional Meetings page.

We are looking for a Regional Contact for the Oxford Region as this position has become vacant. The region is active and meets monthly. If any 
members in the Oxford region might be interested in taking on this role, keeping the region alive whilst having fun please let me know and I will be 
more than happy to explain the role. 

I have also noticed that we now have several members on the Isle of Wight. I have noticed during visits to the Isle of Wight, that there is good Mini 
activity on the Island. So, I would be very interested to hear from any member on the Island who might be interested in becoming a Regional contact, 
gathering members, perhaps arranging a monthly meet at a local hostelry, or arranging an occasional run or two. Please contact me if you are interested.

Best regards to you all.

Richard Sign, Regional Co-ordinator  
regions@minicooper.org

Hampshire Region

At our meeting in June there was mention that Red Funnel ferries were offering a trip to the 
Isle of Wight for £10 per car. This was later confirmed by Roz and the details emailed out to 
all regional members. Although there was not much notice given a few of us from the region 
decided to go. 

Well, a normal crossing to the IOW is around £30-£40 per car and that is out of season. 
Red Funnel’s offer was £10 per car, so well worthwhile.  Despite the late notice and lack 
of advertising of this offer, I arrived with Paul Holloway in our Coopers to find around 
100 or so classic Minis and a hand full of MINIs waiting to board the 11.00am ferry. 
A few of our region were present 
although the trip did clash with the 
Brands Hatch Mini event. So it was 
nice to see Dennis in his Traveller, Roz 
in her classic, Martin in his R53 and a 
few others.

The ferry was loaded and made quite 
a sight. Red Funnel were obviously 
keen to take photos and video and 
had a drone for overhead shots as 
well. We arrived in Cowes at 12.00 
noon and were free to wander around 
the island until 4pm or thereabouts. 
There was also to be a gathering at 
Compton Farm near Freshwater. Paul 
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and I along with our wives, decided to drive to a nice pub on the Freshwater road and 
have a bite to eat. From there we made our way towards Freshwater and eventually to 
Compton Farm. Here Red Funnel had laid on a bit of music, a barbeque and drinks. The 
first burger and drink as a part of the initial £10!

The line up of Minis was impressive and all were entered into a show and shine. The 
judges decided that my car was deserving of an award and Sally, my other half, collected 
a John Lewis voucher for £25 and a bottle of sparkling wine.  It’s nice to make a profit on 
these outings! 

Tony Salter

Kent Region 

Hi from Kent! 

Members from Kent kindly hosted the club stand for Brands Hatch on our behalf while we were away 
on holiday in a remote region of France. Thanks to Paul Winter, Dean Edwards and my favourite deputy 
Greg Jones (Kent joke). By all accounts there was fantastic racing and warm weather which made for 
a great weekend. One sad note, after much work to keep the car on the track Bill Richards had to 
retire from the final race in his new Mini estate racer, but I’m sure he will be back with a vengeance. Bill 
Richards Racing look after many of the engines for members in Kent and a fine job he and Ben do too.

After our holiday, the next run out was to Bearsted Green, a delightful classic car show on Bearsted 
village green. It’s a maximum 200 car event and we are allocated 8 spaces each year, and we are the 
only club stand at the event. The mixture of cars is, in truth, a breath of fresh air, from Americana to 
Italian beauties and the weird and wonderful in-between. The addition of ‘40s music and dance from 
the Maidstone Lindy Hoppers makes an all in all great day out. To top things off, some homemade 
slab cake were consumed by us from one of the many craft and fare stalls at the event on the day. 
The show is put on all for a good cause being in support of the Kent Air Ambulance.
 
We are looking forward to seeing many of you at our Ham Sandwich Run; the Ridyard 
household all busy as usual at this time of year with the final plans.

Our car is currently under prep for Mins to Ireland, with many small jobs to tick off to 
hopefully ensure the car makes it around in one piece. Our local garage (big Mini fans) helping 
with the prep, so lucky to have them on hand working on the car out of hours.

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. Next meeting will be 9th August. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

The weather at the beginning of July was in a better frame of mind than the previous month, and thus the postponed Annual Informal 
Concours attracted a huge turnout. When I arrived at 7.30pm the George and Dragon car parks were already full and people were parking 
on the road alongside the pub. Minis, MGs, TRs, an Ex-Works Austin Healey 3000 and Jensen Healey stood bumper to bumper with Chevy’s - 
a Pick-up and Corvette, a replica D-Type, Lotus Elan, Alfa Romeo 8C and Spyder and an Armstrong Siddeley. All in all about 60 cars and with 
only 40 parking places at the pub it was busy! 
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Kent Region at the Bearsted Classic

FMA on the ramp at Radnor Garage for 
Ireland prep



The idea behind the concours was ‘borrowed’ from the Minis to Ecosse and Monte events I did, 
and people voted for the car they would most like to take home with them – not their car of 
course! This was the seventh running of the evening and each has thrown up a different winning 
car and owner. Previous winners have been a Bristol 406, Lotus Elan Sprint, SAAB 96 2-Stroke, 
MGA Roadster, Mini Moke and Daimler Dart, and this year the honours went to Peter Wright 
and his fabulous Aston Martin DB5. The Runner up was a lovely Volvo P1800 and in 3rd place 
a TR3A. So, James Bond prevailed over The Saint this year. Minis were represented by Nick 
Hunter (Vortz Formula R), Dave Johnson (Cooper S and near relative of Nick Hunters EWF car), 
Ian Potter (early Cooper S), Sharon Lees (Mini Equinox) Toni Lear (Mini Clubman), Dick Keen 
(Cooper S),Pete Mallisch (Radford Cooper S) and Jon Mark with his Mk 1 Cooper. Sadly, nobody 
wanted to take any of them home enough for them to win the bottle of bubbly this year. It was a 
great night helped by the good weather.

I mentioned above that we had an Ex-Works Healey 3000 attend the night of the concours, 
and this was the car used by Jack Sears and Pat Moss but had long term use by John Gott. 
The car of course is SMO 746, and when it had finished its life as a Works car, John Gott 
(who was Chief Constable of Northamptonshire) bought the car and used it mainly for 
racing. The car turned up at a Bonhams auction in late 2015 after many years out of the 
public eye – a condition placed on the restoration by John Gotts widow. Now mostly 
restored again but to FIA Race specification by Denis Welch Racing at Yoxhall, the car 
features a 300bhp engine. The current owner drove it from Yoxhall to Stone and back using 
almost 67 litres of fuel to do the 50 mile round trip! Power costs!

Another Ex-Works car to visit recently was GRX 5D when Don Mitchell called into the June 
meeting on the way home with the car and ultimately going to Beaulieu. The car was still as it 
competed in the 1968 Canadian Shell 4000 rally with Paddy Hopkirk driving along with a local 
co-driver. They were disqualified after fitting a second radiator to cure chronic overheating. 
There was much more on this car in Robert Young’s Ex-Works notes last month.

On the 19th July, we had a test day at Curborough for members who wanted to try out their 
cars away from speed cameras and speed humps! Thirteen people took the opportunity to 
explore their cars handling on this short, but notoriously difficult sprint track. I was on hand 
a coach for anyone who wanted to know the secret of how to get a quick time having held 
two class records there. Nick Hunter was the lead organiser in cooperation with Mike McGreevy and we had use of the track from 9.00am to 
5.00pm. Additionally, catering was laid on for breakfast and lunch with unlimited drinks until early afternoon, and other than a shower at around 
3.30pm for half an hour the sun was out for most of the day. There was no timing allowed, just drive the cars as much as you want! Mini interest 
lay with Don Mitchell, who brought along his lovely 997cc Morris Cooper; Colin Armit and his blue rally Rover Mini and Lionel Dodkins with the 
1965 Austin Cooper S that won the first St. Mary’s Trophy race at the first Goodwood Revival in 1998 with Richard Dodkins at the wheel. They 
have owned the car since it was bought from Curborough specialist Herbert Shepherd in 1996. Two variations of track layout were used, the 
Long Circuit where after crossing the finish line you turn right and do the loop around the top again. In the afternoon this was switched to the 
‘Figure of Eight Circuit’ where, after taking the hairpin the first time, a link to the rear part of the track brings you to a very awkward left hand 
bend and back onto the finishing straight, but going the wrong way! Another crossover and back to the hairpin for a second time and then down 
to the finish. Everyone had a great time and, as they had more runs and improved their lines through the corners – especially the first bend – 
they became more comfortable with driving on a track. 

All in all a busy month! So what’s coming soon in the Mid Staffs Region? Well, we have a full entry for the Summer Tour on August 5th, and 
there will be a report on that next month. 

September 4th . The next regular Monday meeting. The new landlord would like to put on a ‘Pie and Pint’ type of night rather than a BBQ, 
so we’ll give it a try! I haven’t worked out the logistics with the pub, so if you want to come along but don’t get the (Stone Classic Car Group) 
newsletters email me for details.

Beyond this our meeting may be interrupted by decorative work at the George and Dragon, so I am working on a month by month basis at 
the moment. Hopefully, things will settle down soon.

Come and join us if you own any type of Mini or MINI. More details from me via the email address below. 

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211
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Cars Galore on the Concours night

Colin Armit at Curborough Donkin’s Cooper S Don Mitchell’s Cooper

Peter Wright with his  
winning Aston Martin DB5
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Scottish Region

The Mini Cooper Register attended the 43rd annual Scottish Transport Extravaganza at Glamis Castle near Forfar.  

Hosted by Strathmore Vintage Vehicle Club (SVVC), this year’s rally received a record number of entries for the Saturday and Sunday which 
attracted a bumper crowd across the weekend. The SVVC is recognised as one of the foremost organisations dedicated to the preservation and 
restoration of historic vehicles and to establishing the history behind them.

Blistering sunny weather on Saturday, but drizzle and rain on the Sunday didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of the exhibitors, trade stands and attendees. In 
the Mini calendar, the show is the ‘Beaulieu of the North’ given the amount of trade stands and the number of Scottish Mini clubs that attend the event.

The show, which is set on the grounds of Glamis Castle, Forfar, and is the birthplace of the Queen 
Mother, received 1,500 entries with 51 different car clubs covering all makes and interests. 
Around 150 mixed traders were also on site. The Mini car clubs that were present were the 
Mini Cooper Register, Mini Clan, and Aberdeen Mini Owners’ Club, along with other multi-make 
classic car clubs, offering an eclectic range of Minis old and late.  On the MCR stand, along with 
his 1071 Fiesta yellow S, Simon Drew of The Mini Works had some of his latest restoration cars 
on display, including HNH 702F, a privateer rally car; 707 ETH, a Morris Cooper S, and DKG 2C, 
a lightweight rally spec.  Two US imports also were on stand, with Michael Noble’s MCY 75E, 
a California imported S, and David Dyson’s JGU 402C, a Baltimore imported S.  New member, 
Paul Devlin brought his Monte Carlo LE Mini; and lots of other Coopers and Ss were on the stand 
as well including Andy Grant’s, Derek Bain’s, David Hocking’s and Geoff Marr’s.  Dave Pearson 
added a bit of variety onto the stand with his modified Mini City E and its hot rod styling.

Attesting the popularity of the show, some of the furthest travelled Minis were Brian Davage - Somerset; Bobby Watt - Shetland; and David Dyson - 
Helmsdale.  It remains a show not to miss, and certainly one you can plan a holiday around with all the scenic, wide open roads that Scotland can offer!

The show will be on 7th and 8th July next year, so please add it to your calendars!  

Patricia and Ben Webb

Thames Valley Region

The 1st Thames Valley Region Car Show took place 
at the Region’s June meeting and (with the Landlord’s 
permission) we managed to invade and take over the car 
park at our usual monthly meeting venue, the Crooked 
Billet in Hook. The weather forecast had threatened some 
rain but thankfully this didn’t materialise. There were 18 
cars and members (and a few non-members) that came 
along and the polishing rags and toothbrushes came out. 

There were four categories with trophies to be won. 
These were awarded for Landlord’s Choice (chosen by the 
Landlord of the pub), the Member’s Choice (voted on by 
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Andy Grant’s Morris Cooper S

DKG with Glamis Castle in the background

Michael Nobel’s Mk1 Cooper S

Derek Bain, Kevin Docherty, Bobby Watt Cathleen Bastian’s Woody Traveller

New Member Paul Devlin’s Rover Cooper
Simon Drew’s Fiesta yellow Cooper S next 
to Kevin Docherty’s rally car

Graham & Carole Ayris with the award 
fro the Landlords Choice with their car

Lorraine Hampson with 
cleanest engine award
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all present), Cleanest Engine 
(judged by Richard Pengelly) 
and the B.M.C. cup (awarded 
to the best B.M.C. car 
present). The four winners 
were Graham and Carole 
Ayris who were delighted 
as this was their first time 
at a Regional meeting, Clive 
Brooks, Lorraine Hampson 
and Ken Hunter.

It was a fun and enjoyable 
evening that will hopefully 
be repeated. Many thanks go 
to Clive and Melanie Brooks 
for organising the event, to 
the Landlord for his support 
and participation, to Robert 
Clayson for his photographs 
and everyone else that 
attended and contributed to 
the evening. 

Lorraine Hampson

Warwickshire Region

The Lavender Run 2017

Warwickshire region members Peter and Mary Machin, excelled themselves, yet again this year, with 
their organization of the Redditch & District Car Club’s Lavender Run around the picturesque lanes 
of Warwickshire, Gloucestershire and a little foray into Worcestershire on Sunday 23rd July.

The Lavender Run is one of the many historic tours run in the HRCR series of events that take place all 
over the country. This year the event started and finished at the Stratford Garden Centre, Stratford-
upon-Avon. The route covered approximately 130 miles in 4 sections and took participants from the 
Stratford-upon-Avon garden Centre to Halford for a coffee break. From Halford they went to Compton 
Verney for a lunch by way of the site of the Battle of Edgehill. The afternoon road book took crews back 
to the garden centre via the Lavender Farm at Snowshill then past the Broadway Tower and their nuclear 
bunker.

The event is always very popular thanks to the enthusiasm of Peter and Mary. This year was no 
exception and the entry was oversubscribed very early with a reserve entry list. Thus, 60 cars took part 
from a 1960s Falcon Sprint and a 1962 Monte Mini Cooper S amongst many other interesting cars. But 
I suppose I should restrict my comments to the Minis, shouldn’t I? Especially as just over 10% of the 
entry were Minis. Well, seven Minis took part in the event including two Mini Cooper S Mk11s to add 
to the celebration at Beaulieu. Don and Julie Farr together with Graham and Pat Byett were in 1969 
and 1968 models respectively. As Ken Bruce would say “One year out!”

The Goldspring family is very supportive of the event and, despite atrocious camping weather 
conditions on the Saturday night, Neal and Paul Goldspring were black & blue but cheerful in their 
Honda powered Clubman and Sprite supporting the event for another year.  By the way, Neal and 
Michaela celebrated their Silver Wedding anniversary a couple of days later. Congratulations from the 
Porter duo who were also celebrating 46 years and still talking despite the husband’s Mini addiction.

Local motorsport emporium, EJM Preparation, supported the event again. The owner, Edward 
James, had spent the last few hours (estimated at 300 man hours) with many friends refurbishing a 
Riley 1.5 for the event. Despite a number of teething problems, the car was not the last to arrive 
at the finish but did have a very long coffee break which included some fettling. Not one to make a 
drama out of a crisis is Edward! Staying with EJM as they prepare and support Niall Moroney with his 
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Region Banner
Clive Brooks winner  
of 'The Member's Choice'

The Awards

'The Landlords Choice' The car 
of Graham & Carole Ayris

Ken and Margaret Hunter 
winning the BMC Trophy

Some of the cars assembled 
in the car park

A total of 60 cars participated 
but seven of which were Minis Visiting Wilkin’s Mini

Owen and Niall Morony 
in their Mini Cooper

Don and Julie Farr clearly 
enjoying the run

Paul Goldspring and Jane 
Dawson in their Mini Sprite

Keith and Janice Proudfoot  
in their Mini Mayfair
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ex McRae Impreza WRC car, but Niall was substituted as co-driver in his brother’s Mini by a much better looking alternative.

The whole route was defined by a fully comprehensive road book with Tulip diagrams for most junctions, and sometimes every junction.  Kelvin 
Sparrowhawk was in the passenger seat of Patrick Walker’s Mini and had not sat in the control seat before.

The Zero car was a 1960 Humber Super Snipe driven by Miles Chamberlain who also has a Mini Cooper which he took part in on a Pirelli Marathon 
event and more recently, very enthusiastically in 2015, on the Isle of Man Rally demonstration runs.

As usual, the event was well marshalled and all the venues were very welcoming. Other visitors to 
Compton Verney were very enthusiastic and appeared to love seeing the cars parked outside the Museum.

This is a great event to exercise your classic car on with like minded enthusiasts. I was pleased to see 
the Proudfoot Mini but, sadly, I didn’t have time to chat to them since, as Neal would say imitating me 
“Where’s Wally!” I was at various locations on the event taking photos. But I will make the effort to 
speak to the Proudfoots when I go up to the Northumberland Borders event in November. 

(All my photos from the event can be seen on my photo site http://cliffordporter.zenfolio.com/featured.html)

Cliff Porter

Wilts. & Dorset Region

Our monthly meeting on Wednesday 12th July was a most convivial affair, being our summer supper at the Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, with 17 people 
in attendance, including welcome visitors from other regions. An enjoyable time was had by all, and for once the venue was expecting us!

The Wilts and Dorset region were kindly invited to a barbecue by members Alan and Janice Booth on Saturday 15th July.Those able to attend were 
Rog and Lynne, Owen and Jill, Nick and Judy, Frank and Stella, Adrian and Val and Martin. Everyone contributed to the barbecue provisions so 
copious amounts of sausages, steaks, burgers and kebabs were cooked by Alan and devoured by all. The puddings were polished of quickly too!

A very enjoyable evening was had by all, especially Ruby the chocolate Labrador.

Thank you to Alan and Janice for their hospitality.

(Note from retiring Wiltshire Region rep:- TheWilts and Dorset region is not all about eating, but it helps!)

Nick is the Dorset region rep and can be contacted at:  nickstansmore@live.co.uk
  
Nick Stansmore (Dorset), nickstansmore@live.co.uk    
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Cars for sale

Austin Mini Cooper S Mk 1 1275. Built 20th June 1966. Purchased 
by the current owner on 26th  March 1994, stripped to component 
parts and stored for the last 23 years in a shed from '94 to '17. New 
panels were purchased from Mini Machine in December 1995 and 
some of these have been tacked in position on a shell which is quite 
rotten in the usual places. Unfortunately the owner passed away in 
2016 without completing any further restoration work. I am selling 
this almost complete car, stripped to its component parts, on behalf of 
the owner’s widow and dependent children. V5 log book and Heritage 
certificate are available. With restored Mk 1 Ss going for over £50k 
this is an opportunity not to be missed. If you are interested please 
contact Richard Pengelly in Hampshire on r.pengelly44@btinternet.
com. I will forward more details about this restoration project to all 
those who express an interest. This car will be available for viewing 
and subsequently after that it will be sold to the highest bidder.

My 1971 Mini 1275cc saloon. I have owned this Mini since 1980 bought 
when I was 18 yrs old! Having said that it has had several shells and 
engines over the years, the most recent being a rebuild in 2009 with a 
shell from a 1990 Mini that had been dry stored for 15yrs. Engine was 
rebuilt locally and gearbox through Southams Mini Centre. I have loads 
of history; shell is excellent as is the engine but interior needs a bit of 
work to finish. This is my daily drive but the money will go towards 
another Mini restoration project. £5,000. Call or email for further details. 
Newcastle Area Tel: 07968 311165. Email Julesvharrison@icloud.com.

Rover Cooper Sport 2000X 
58,500miles.History and 
handbooks. Red with silver 
and black trim electric 
folding sun roof installed 
five years ago. Car stripped 
down two years ago 
replaced wings, front panel, 
scuttle, A-panels, door 
skins, sills. Great attention 
taken with assembly and straightness of body and painted in the best 
finish everywhere. Immaculate interior and underside. New chrome 
and other components, other upgrades not listed. Advertised 
on behalf of the owner. 9 months MOT. Not cheap but the best. 
£12,950.00 Steve Burkinshaw : 07903 948711 or 01923 855971

1971 Mk3 Mini Cooper S 
1275cc. Matching numbers 
car and the log book says 
Mini Cooper S. Teal blue with 
black interior and Rokee wood 
dash. Webasto sunroof, 10 
inch Minilites, twin petrol 
tanks, MotaLita steering 
wheel, overriders and WIPAC 
driving lights. Price £32,000. 
Email: dangerf55@yahoo.co.uk  
Mobile: 07974 089595. Bristol.

Graham and Pat Byett head 
up the line of participants



Mini Cooper Register | 59

FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.  
All traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

1976 NJC Clubman 1275GT ultra rare. 40 years ago three specialists 
formed NJC and produced just four luxury Mini Clubman 1275 GTs.
They were featured in Custom Car magazine in 1977. This metallic 
red car has a very luxurious 
magnolia leather interior, the 
Recaro seats have speakers 
built into the headrests. Front 
quarter lights and electric 
windows and electric sun 
roof. Unique twin headlamps 
and internal lock for hidden 
petrol tank filler. Alloy wheels, 
WP arches and many other 
features. £12,950.

1978 Wood and Pickett Margrave Clubman 1275 GT. Featured 
in MiniMag in July 2001. Dark green metallic with black leather 
interior including Recaro seats and Margrave dashboard. Missing 
engine, gearbox and brakes. Original body with minimal rust. 
Excellent project with parts to repair. £6,950. Tel: Alex Manning: 
07432 539 061 both cars.

Morris Mini Cooper MK2 1969 G reg.High quality nut and bolt 
restoration over the last year. Superb straight  bodywork only 
required wings, part A-panels, front outer sills, boot lid and rear 
valance. Finished in El Paso beige and Snowberry white roof. 7 
primer coats before top respray. Standard bore engine, 40,000m, 
new Piper cam, oil pump, new mains on standard crank, recon c/
head, rebuilt gearbox and new clutch and many other new items. 
Both subframes blasted and rebuilt with new parts, Cooper S front 
brakes, m/cylinder and new servo. All new pipes and hoses, still 
on hydrolastic, original black seats, new and correct carpets, five 
refurbished steel wheels on new tyres, LCB with new RC40 exhaust. 
New MOT. Drives and looks like new. £25,000.Steve Burkinshaw 
07903 94871.

Parts for sale

4 hub caps suit Clubman. 4 Locking wheel nuts and socket key in 
box. Period Radiomobile long and medium wave radio in bracket. 
Pair of pot joint drive shafts. 998cc head complete with valves and 
springs CAM4810 casting with by-pass hose. Pair of white lens 
plastic body reversing lights new.1 Red lens plastic body fog light 
new. Old Mk1 bake alight body regulator no spring but might help 
someone with resto project. Offers on all Phil Thompson.Te:01489 
784162. Hampshire.

A pair of Cobra Clubman seats (black) full harness style includes 
subframes to fit a Mini £190 ono. 4 no. 13inch Rose Petal style 
wheels with tyres. £180 ono. Tel: 0118 9815677 Mobile: 0750 
0166452. Hampshire.

Mini Cooper 998cc 1966 engine/gearbox complete and totally 
rebuilt unmodified excellent condition and ready to drop in. Please 
phone for full spec. £3,195 may p/x. Tel Dave on: 07808 697480
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FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE ’90s 
JAGUAR XJ6

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS
ROVER HISTORY

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?
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HIGHS AND LOWS
ROOTES TO CHRYSLER

FIND ME A...
HOT HATCH ICON

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS
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FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE 
TRIUMPH TR7

ESSENTIAL ADVICE IN BUYING 
BRITAIN'S BARGAIN SPORTS CAR

CHOOSE A SHOW:
NEW AGE CLASSICS:
TOYOTA MR2 MK3

THIS SUMMER'S 
EVENTS LISTING

CHOOSE A SHOW:
PLUS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING

 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS
100sOF CARSFOR SALEBUY A NEW CLASSIC FOR SPRING

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?£5k

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

150 MPH EXOTICS

HIGHS AND LOWS SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

80s XR FORDS
FROM £2500

SpecialistRates
forClubMembers

*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate
House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. FP ADGE775.3.17

With FJ+ you can add to your policy from a range of cover
options* including breakdown, agreed value, salvage
retention and spare parts.

Call our friendly UK team for a quote.

0333 207 6004
or visit footmanjames.co.uk

Insurance
solutions* for
classics and
more.

R
umours
circulate about
the future
of storied
British sports

car maker Lotus. As
Chinese manufacturers
add to their portfolios
by investing in historic
domestic marques,
industrial relations mar
others. Is Lotus about to
join Vauxhall by passing
into French hands? Full
story inside.

1000
CLASSICS
FOR SALE

s
OF

/ClassicCarBuyer @ClassicBuyer

£
2
.5
0

12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
5th APRIL 2017 ISSUE 376

BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA
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-
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR
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GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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