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Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £163.39
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48  . . . . . .£706.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741  . . . .£23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO  . . .£13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54  . . . . . . . . .£27.00

Gearboxes & Diffs

£85.80

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £85.80 full kit

Package
Price

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone springs on the market made
from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Suspension

Suspension, Steering & Bearings

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £31.20
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00

We will not sell cheap, inferior CV joints 
We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Cooper S Distributor

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set 
- 998cc AJM1250 . . . . . £12.84

Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . . £9.50
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set . . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

Choose Genuine or Quality 
Alternative Parts

£40.69

Bumper and Brightwork

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Exhausts
Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these 
stainless internals in their 
‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £58.80
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £71.26
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £34.80
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £27.60
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.71
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.69
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

  
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.    e-mail:- sales@minispares.com       www.minispares.com     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU
Telephone: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011
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Mail Order - 01 707 607700 Mail Order also available direct from Harrogate Branch Call 01 423 881800 to order 

minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com 
website for pictures, downloads,
catalogues, current prices &
special deals

Mobile & tablet friendly

BODY,
MECHANICAL 
& TRIM

CATALOGUE
The 6th edition of 
our AKM2
catalogue. 
Include all models 
from 1959-2000.

mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Original UNIPART 

Swivel Pin Repair Kit

part number GSJ166 

• Want the 
GENUINE part?

Want a cheaperalternative?
Mini Spares approved part number
GSJ166MS £7.56

£23.04
or

Clearly identified MINI
SPARES part number

• Cheaper Price• Same Quality

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . .£16.00
20/50 mineral oil & spin on 
filter (not MPI) SO4  . .£17.78

Clutches & Flywheels

£58.80

Scan the QR codes to see the full

range on your tablet ot smart phone

Engines:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Gaskets:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Suspension:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Exhausts:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Brightwork:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Steering:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Drivetrain:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Electrics:
Visit our website for

THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Each

£4.20

Brand new ACCESSORIES

CATALOGUE available to

order online!
www.minispares.com

mini spares catalogues
NEW!

Brakes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Forged Cranks
For 1275cc blocks 
and made in 
81.3mm and 86mm stroke
(bare forging only £576.00) . . . . . . crank £1897.92

Engines NEW!

Steering racks - L/H or R/H   FAM7306/7 . . . . . . £62.82
MPi Sportspack type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine GSJ166. . . . . . . . . . . £23.04
or our own which we recommend for any use
Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . £8.18
Timken front wheel bearings GHK1140 . . . . £49.14
Tried & tested non gen. front wheel bearings - 
with sales of nearly 5,000 per year and no
breakages - GHK1140MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Rear Timken GHK1805 modifd - late . . . . . . £32.40
Non genuine rear bearing GHK1548MS  . . . £14.39

NEW!  5 port alloy heads . . . . . . . . . from £1251.50
8 port head kits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £2018.09
1380cc built Up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5 . . . . . . . . £236.69
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft Evolution001 . new blanks,outright £80.24 
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £15.83
CNC Evolution Slot Drive Oil Pump . . . from £112.50
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) MSF166 . . . . . . £2.23
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift roller rocker set C-AHT446A £222.50
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
21A1902 Mini Spares gen profile engine mount £8.34
21A1902MS Non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump . . . . £18.90
Minimum stretch single row chain 3H2127EVO . £19.44
Minimum stretch double row chain 2H4905EVO. £24.79

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for

economy and performance similar to MK3 S
curves. Fitted with quickfit points and uprated
rotor arm 12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

All other 25D to 59D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.00
A new distributor - cheaper than a conversion kit
Electric type of above (no points) . . . . . . . from £56.65
Also available are 3 electric types to match your
camshaft profile to our distributor design
Std to 276 cam spec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.20
Above is ideal for our Evolution camshaft range
285 - 296 cam spec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.80
310-315 cam spec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £90.00

Gearboxes:
Visit our website for
THE FULL PARTS
LISTING

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 £21.78
Master cylinder GMC1008  . .£45.50
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 .£35.10
Grey Comp diaphragm C-AEG482. . . . . . . . . £37.75
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS . . from £18.28
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £24.00
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £60.30
3 Piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 Piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £118.80
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £122.40
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £70.20
AP Std. clutch plate, Turbo, light tune  GCP204 . £33.12
MiniSpares/AP road/rally 180mm Plate C-AHT595 180mm £64.54
AP Racing road/rally clutch C-AHT596 180mm . . . . . . £88.78
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel - race EN24  . . . . . . . . . .£209.08

New Gears

29 tooth A plus primary gears for 998 or 
1275, with floating bush for longevity, state cc £153.60
2nd gear for 4 synchro pre A plus . . . . . . . . £76.80

New!
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

February magazine – 1st January
March magazine – 1st February
April magazine – 1st March

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 
1st day of each month.  The production of 
a magazine starts a month before the due 
publishing date.  Please submit copy to the 
Editor only.  

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments.  

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide.  Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately.  Email to editor@minicooper.org  

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 
words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2014   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates 
are aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/
old inks while printing blankets are shredded and 
used for rubberised play areas and footpaths. The 
wrapping it comes in is degradable and will break 
down in the soil.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ  
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Patricia Webb 
45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, 
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH 
07834 081697 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Sarah Voss 
0/2, 49 Kelvinside Drive, Glasgow, G20 6QD 
07988 864002 
youthcoordinator@minicooper.org 

Non Designated Committee Members 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.  They are also normally included in call allowances on mobiles.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance is a trading name of Canopius UK Specialty Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered in England No. 00743268, Registered Offi ce: 1st Floor, 1 Kings Court Business Park, Charles Hastings Way, Worcester, WR5 1JR  CVI 085 03/15

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert.indd   1 12/03/2015   16:36
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT 
SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against a variety of claims.  The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.
The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that we are less aware of.  Our public liability insurance will, we hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us.  

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence.  If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal claim by our insurance.  The club cannot pick up liability after the event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.
So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.
Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your 
membership card at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON – 10% off the vast 
majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK – various 
discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS – help if undergoing a 
major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES, WINCHCOMBE. 
GLOS – Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order 
from website. Discount to members on production of 
membership card. 01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com
formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS – 10% off most 
goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS – 10% off 
everything but will offer more depending on amount 
purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE – See advert inside front cover 
for contact details.  Discount available to Mini Cooper 
Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS – www.bjacoustic.
com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE - 10% discount and agreed 
value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, 
CHESHIRE – 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-
metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET – 15% off books, 
manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 
442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B, Cork, Ireland (MCR 
member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 www.
oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS 10% discount, supply and 
supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS 
- Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, 
Spain.  www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE - 0121 246 
8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., 
Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.   10% discount, Jim 
Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE - Unit 2, Shipyard 
Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk    
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini 
specialist ex JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount 
to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH - 
Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts 
in CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk   
 01473 740148  

Back Copies of the 
Magazine
These are now available on line via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each plus p&p

Missing Magazines

Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive by the 

middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not have email 

facilities) on 01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 

Contributions

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 

by the 1st of the month for the 

following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 

contributions for the magazine sent 

by email, so if you do not receive 

an email back from me it almost 

certainly means I have not received 

it.  Please telephone me after a day 

or so to check if you do not hear 

from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 

membership - see details on page 4. 



Mini Cooper Register | 7

EDITORIAL
I can’t believe yet another year has 

flown past and that by the time you 
read this issue of CooperWorld, we will 
be welcoming in the start of 2017. For 
some of us long standing Mini buffs, 2017 
will be a year that marks a number of 
Mini related anniversaries and, perhaps, 
one of the most significant of which will 
be that of the 50th anniversary of the 
launch of the Mk 2 Mini in 1967, some 
eight years after the initial launch of the 
Mini itself on the world in 1959. In fact 
there are already plans afoot to celebrate 

this anniversary with both our respective Mk 2 Cooper and Cooper S 
registrars’ co-ordinating as large a gathering of Mk 2 Coopers as they can 
muster for our national club show at Beaulieu in June. So, if you own a Mk 
2 Cooper or an S, then do join in the planned anniversary celebrations at 
Beaulieu by bringing your car along to the gathering.

Another significant and timely Mini anniversary I should mention relates 
to the Mini’s success in motorsport and rallying in particular during the 
Mini’s heyday in the 1960s. And without doubt the most prestigious of 
those rallies on which the Mini’s giant killing reputation has since been 
immortalised, was the Monte Carlo Rally. It won the ‘Monte’ outright 
on three separate occasions (not counting the 1966 win and subsequent 
disqualification!) the last time being 50 years ago in January1967, when 
Rauno Aaltonen and Henry Liddon won it driving the Works Mini Cooper 
S registered LBL 6D. I am sure that this significant and well known 
anniversary will also be appropriately marked at some point during 
the year. However, a lesser known rally in which the Mini also enjoyed 
some success over 50 years ago was that of The Rally of the Flowers 

in February of 1967.This time it was Paddy Hopkirk who achieved a 
second overall place on this rally in another ‘LBL’ Works Mini - LBL 
590E. I am pleased to say that its current owner and custodian, John 
McIntosh, has promised to put together an article on his car for 
the February issue of CooperWorld in order to coincide with the 
anniversary of Paddy’s achievement in LBL 590E. Watch out for it in 
next month’s issue as it promises to be a particularly interesting article 
since few people have covered the story in any depth.

Talking of the Mini and its exploits in the field of motorsport we have 
no less than five articles and reports in the Competition section of the 
magazine, covering various types of motorsports in which the Mini can, 
and still does, compete at various levels. From reading these articles 
there does seem to be a bit of a resurgence of interest in people 
wishing to compete in motorsport and particularly individuals with 
no former competition experience and a small budget. I must admit 
it is something I am hankering to do at some point having had a great 
extreme rallying experience in the summer! Do have a read of these 
articles if you are thinking on the same lines as I am.

Finishing on what seems to have been a bit of a motorsports 
theme, do please read Steve Harris’ article on his memories of 
the times when he worked at the famous Downton Engineering 
Works, where Steve started his working life and involvement with 
Competition Minis to this day. It’s the first part of a two part article 
which I found particularly interesting I have to say.

Finally, I would like to wish all our members a happy and prosperous 
New Year!

Paul Sulma 



over the three days and, of course, the owners of the display cars. Everyone 
involved helped in the success of the show for the club. It is however, very 
expensive for the club to attend both in time and money but we feel we do 
have to be there – over 71,000 people visited the show. You can read a full 
report on the show later in this issue of CooperWorld. 

Our forum, as we speak, is steadily improving and I can only apologise 
that the transition to the new platform has not gone as well as we 

had all hoped. Mike Bennett is continuing to beaver away resolving specific 
problems that present themselves and improving the presentation and 
workings of the forum. It is still a work in progress and I would ask that 
members do bear that in mind - but more importantly - do use the forum 
and see if we can get the traffic back to where it once was. An active forum 
is a healthy thing to have and, one we were once valued for, so let’s see if 
we can kick some life back into it and get posting. It is a great place to ask 
technical questions, post ideas and also to publicise the restoration you are 
undertaking and, in fact, anything at all that is Mini related. So get posting.

Finally this month, I was staggered to see a Mk1 Cooper S go under the 
hammer at the Historics at Brooklands sale, at the end of November, 

for an amazing £48,720. With the gavel dropping at £43,000 with their 
commission and VAT made this, I think, a record price for a MK1 Cooper S. 
Guided at between £38,000 and £50,000 I guess we shouldn’t be surprised 
that the sale price was pitched near the middle. Reportedly bought two 
years ago in a poor state, at a local auction in Dorset, it is said to have had a 
full strip and rebuild with many parts replaced etc. The trouble is, although 
the car looked quite nice in its Old English white paintwork and black roof, 
it was far from being a correct concours car - and I'm no expert - with 
many things ‘wrong’ on the car and not what I’d have expected it to be – 
especially for that money. Perhaps the buyer - and do hope he’s not a club 
member, less we offend him here - could certainly have bought better if 
he’d had more knowledge. Perhaps it was simply acquired by a car dealer 
with a big wad of cash burning a hole in his pocket. Certainly this breaks 
new territory for Mk1 Cooper Ss if this becomes a trend. I can see a rash of 
members looking to increase their agreed value insurance cover very soon. 
Hopefully, this inflated price was just a flash in the pan, as it has now put a 
Mk1 Cooper S well out of the reach of a great many people (if they weren’t 
already). Madness.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

I trust that you are all either looking forward 
to a great Christmas and New Year, or are 

just getting over both – dependant on when 
this issue hits your door mat. In any event, 
we are now well and truly into winter, when 
most of the classic Minis hibernate in the 
comfort of their garage, until at least the 
salt is no longer on the roads. No doubt this 
winter will see the condition of our roads 
deteriorate still further and despite the 
Government pledging to spend vast sums of 
money repairing and upgrading our roads, I 
feel there are simply years of neglect due to 

under funding to overcome first. Living as I do in a rural environment, the 
local roads here are simply terrible, and driving now necessitates watching 
the road surface very closely to avoid the many cavernous pot holes that our 
roads are now littered with. Apart from the obvious damage, which is clearly 
inflicted to both tyres and suspension, it’s a dangerous way to be driving. 
One thing that I have noticed however – driving a classic Mini on ‘normal’ 
profile tyres is a far more comfortable experience then driving a modern 
car on ultra low profile tyres. The logic behind specifying these rubber band 
tyres on modern cars, with the state of our roads, is a puzzle to me. 

 The Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show at the NEC in November 
was a huge success for the club. Situated in a prime position by the 

Silverstone Auction stand, the resulting passing footfall was heavy on all three 
days. Thanks to the efforts of Lesley Young, our membership secretary, we 
signed up a record 51 new members over the duration. Sally Salter once 
again was working especially hard selling our regalia and our fresh stock 
of car covers were flying off the stand. Thanks also of course must go to 
Justin Ridyard, our very diligent Events Organiser, for putting on the show. 
Our display of three Mini Coopers, a 1275GT and a Unipower caught 
the public’s eye and encouraged them onto our stand. It was also good to 
welcome Paul Easter, Stuart Turner, Bill Price, Barrie Williams and Paddy 
Hopkirk, all of whom visited the club's stand – and, of course, far too many 
club members to even mention. Thanks also should go to Carole Nash who, 
once again, donated a Halfords Professional set of tools as a prize draw. As 
per last year, this was given to one of the lucky new joiners who we signed 
up at the show. This year it was won by Joseph Hyndman from Northern 
Ireland. Thanks must also be given to the members who helped on the stand 

We welcome a very long list of 63 new members who joined during November

NEW MEMBERS
Mike & Gary Dodsworth, Leeds, West Yorkshire
Colin Davis, Louth, Lincolnshire
Paul & Joanne Devlin, Larbert Stirlingshire
Eli Kirkby-Weir, Bristol
Stanford Cole, Melksham, Wiltshire
Richard Kelly, Chorley, Lancashire
Matthew Smith, York, Yorkshire
Nicholas Vince, Pulborough, West Sussex
Ian Studley, Winscombe, Somerset
Cormac Campbell, Kidderminster, Worcestershire
Phil Martin, Hereford, Herefordshire
Tony Bullows, Willenhall, Wolverhampton
Bobby Watt, Gulberwick, Shetland
Paul Cunningham & Chris Oliver, Dagenham, Essex
Gary Newberry, Ludlow, Shropshire
Katherine Heath, Stoke On Trent, Staffordshire
Nicola & Thomas Gregan, Maldon, Essex
James Atkinson, Pocklington, East Yorkshire
William Reece, Prestatyn, Clwyd
Sam Breckman, Tunbridge Wells, Kent
Robert Lewis, Farnham, Surrey
Peter Barby, Wolverhampton W. Midlands
Graham & Janette Dooley, Leeds, W. Yorks
Christopher & Sharon Blunt, Palme de Mallorca, Spain
Elliot Price, Walsall, West Midlands
Chris Mountford, Stoke On Trent, Staffordshire
Joseph Hyndman, Coleraine, County Londonderry
Richard Anderson Ann, Lishman, St Brelade, Jersey
David Bracey, Maidstone, Kent
Robert & Sinead Upton, Northallerton North Yorkshire
Simon & Shaun Fowley, Drogheda, County Louth
Wayne Flockhart, Camborne, Cornwall

Ian Hills, Sale, Greater Manchester
Gary Hurst, Leicester, Leicestershire
Mark Beesley, Maldon, Essex
Ian & William Quarry, Hereford, Herefordshire
John & Valerie Munt, Sleaford, Lincolnshire
Joshua Willing, Sawbridgeworth, Hertfordshire
Martin Seibert, Bexhill On Sea, East Sussex
Martin Baker, Stourbridge, West Midlands
Phil Chitty, Bracknell, Berkshire
Roger Larcombe, Ashford, Kent
David & Jennifer Millard, Solihull, West Midlands
Kieran Hesp, Buxton, Derbyshire
Jonathon Bostock, Stafford, Staffordshire
Philip Scott, Barrow In Furness, Cumbria
Martin Allen, Sutton In Ashfield, Nottinghamshire
David & Pauline Raven, Callington, Cornwall
David Allan Petch, Denny, Stirlingshire
Philippe De Lauw, Nieuwpoort, Belgium
Hilary Wise, Dymock, Gloucestershire
Robert Collis, Worcester Worcestershire
James Ellis, Birmingham
Ian Kebbell, Towcester, Northamptonshire
Robert & Mark Dudley, Tamworth, Staffordshire
Shane Gamble, Wolverhampton, West Midlands
Rosemary & Stephen Waterhouse, Worcester, Worcestershire
Mark Sallis, Sutton, Surrey
Grant Bailey, Brigg, North Lincolnshire
Christopher Santos, Coventry, West Midlands
Stuart Lugger, Reading, Berkshire
Liz Maisey, Tetbury, Gloucestershire
James  Storey, Leeds, West Yorkshire
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Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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The Ham Sandwich Run for 2017 will be on Sunday 20th August and 
you can pre-register your interest by emailing me. The event seems to 
grow every year and the 2017 event promises to find another jewel to 
visit in the Kent countryside. Don’t miss out as these touring assemblies 
are a great way to stretch the legs of your car. 

Finally, I would be happy to assist anyone wishing to organise a similar 
tour in any region. All you need to do is plan a route, invite some 
members and set off for a tour of your local area, perhaps taking in a 
local museum etc. 

That’s all for now! Happy New Year!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304)330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

A s I’m writing this report I am just  
 about recovered from another 

great NEC weekend, which was, again, 
a very successful event for the club, with 
many new members signed up and lots 
of catching up with you guys visiting our 
busy club stand. There is a full report 
on the show elsewhere in this month’s 
magazine. A personal thanks from me 
to all the helpers over the weekend, we 
were very lucky to have many hands help 
build-up and break down the stand and 
others hosting visitors over the weekend. 
A huge thanks also to the team who 
were present over the whole weekend, 

you know who you are. Special thank must also go to the display car 
owners, Jason Field, Simon and Eve Joslin, Colin Siklodi, Tom and David 
Arthur and Pete Flanagan. 

We are not going to be at the Brooklands Mini Day this year sadly due 
to it clashing with the Goodwood Members’ Meeting. I also understand 
that the display areas for cars will be reduced in 2017 due to restoration 
work being undertaken at the site.

There are already many great events on our events list for 2017, but if 
you do have any others, even if at regional level, than do let me know 
and I will add them in. It’s good for new members to see them in the 
magazine, especially if they are local to them. We will also publish these 
on the website and so it’s worthwhile dropping me an email.

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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Mini Cooper Register Bournemouth Weekend 
27th January – 29th January 2017, Hinton Firs Hotel

Hi All

How quick a year has gone – and how soon the preparations of 
this weekend have come round.

Just a reminder for all who pre-booked from the 2016 event 
if you haven’t already been contacted by the hotel for your 
deposit they should be in touch shortly or please make contact 
with the hotel on 01202 555409 to pay your deposit, it will 
speed things up for the hotel and make the process easier for all. 
A deposit of £20 per person will be required.

This means for all those who haven’t booked and are interested 
need to contact the hotel as any remaining rooms will be 
allocated on a first come first served basis from November 1st.

For those of you who haven’t yet experienced this weekend 
event please try and join us – it is a great way to meet up with 
fellow members in lovely surroundings and a scenic location – it 
certainly makes a refreshing change during otherwise miserable 
winter months. I can guarantee you will enjoy it.

The weekend will take its usual format kicking off with a 
guest speaker on Friday night, and then starting with a short 
road run on Saturday Morning ending at a place of local 
interest followed by a KWIZZ Saturday afternoon ahead 

of the candlelit dinner Saturday evening with a fundraising 
raffle with very generously donated prizes of which proceeds 
go to a nominated worthy cause followed by evening 
entertainment. Then the weekend is finished on Sunday with 
a hearty breakfast and followed by a filling Sunday Lunch 
to fuel your tank for your journey’s home!!! Whilst waiting 
for Sunday Lunch during the Sunday morning there will be 
a chance to take a stroll along the sea-front taking or relax 
in the hotel – whichever you prefer!!! There will also be a 
chance to purchase hand-made jewellery and other items 
which may be available for purchase.

Dress code for Saturday evening is as announced at this 
year’s event is black tie/formal wear but of course this is 
not at all compulsory but just adds to the experience of the 
weekend!!!!

If you have any queries or would like to contribute towards 
the weekend in any way or have any special requests – I always 
appreciate any volunteers who come forward to help make the 
weekend great for all of us please of course contact me on  
07950 753299 or 07910 901462.

Best Regards

Josh Bromage
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

2017

January 2017

Event: Wirral to Llandudno Mini Run  
Date: 8th January 
Location: Bromborough to Rhos-On-Seas 
Contact: http://wirralminis.com/wirral-to-llandudno-run/

Event: MCR Hinton Firs Weekend  
Date: 28-29th January 2017 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: Josh Bromage secretary@minicooper.org 
or telephone 07950 753299

Event: British Mini Fair    
Date: 29th January  
Location: Bingley Hall, Stafford 
Contact: Wilts Region Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Mini Winter Rally 2017   
Date: 27th-29th January  
Location: Switzerland 
Contact: http://mini-winter-rally.blogspot.ch/ or  
mini.winter.rally.2005@gmail.com

February 2017

Event: London Classic Car Show   
Date: 23-26th February 2017 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

March 2017

Event: Brooklands Mini Day   
Date: 19th March 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com 

Event: Goodwood Members Meeting  
Date: 18th - 19th March 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.goodwood.com/

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show  
Date: 31st – 2nd April 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April 2017

Event: Pride of Longbridge   
Date: 15th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge, B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day   
Date: 16th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

Event: Donington Historic Festival   
Date: 28th 29th & 30th April 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run  
Celebrating 70 of Downton Works Engineering. 
Camping available.  
Date: 29th & 30th April  
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, Wilts 
SP5 3NF 
Contact: www.dewsc.org.uk

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day  
Date: 30th April 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at Blyton 
Park for MK1 Mini’s. 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

May 2017

Event: British Mini Day 
Date: 7th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run   
Date: 13-14th May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Mini Run 2017 
Date: 21st May 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2017  
Date: 25-27th May 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: www.imm2017.ie

June 2017

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring  
Date: 4th June 
Location: Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. Displays, traders, 
club stands, autojumble. 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day  
Date: 11th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade 
stands and concours judging. Also includes an 
autojumble. It is open to all marques of Minis/
MINI’s 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival  
Date: 17th-18th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Festival of Speed   
Date: 22nd – 25th June 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

July 2017

Event: Mini Festival 2015 
Date: 15th – 16th July 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: 23rd July TBC 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 21st-23rd July  
(Club presence likely to be one day TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

August 2017

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 5th August  
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car.   
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/nostalgia

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 4th – 6th August  
Location: Marley Eternit Sports and Social Club, 
Whaddon Road, Royston, Cambs SG8 5RL   
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 13th August  
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants   
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Mini Festival 2017 
Date: 19th August  
Location: Oulton Park    
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 2017 
Date: 20th August  
Location: Kent   
Contact: Justin Ridyard – h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

September 2017

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble   
Date: 2nd September TBC 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting   
Date: 8th-10th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day  
Date: TBC September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show  
Date: 16th – 17th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or  
Pete Flanagan

Event: MiniWorld Action Day 
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: OhSoRetroShow 2017 
Date: 24th September 
Location: Margate, Kent 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

Event: Minis to Ireland 2017   
Date: 21st-28th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org

October 2017

Event: British Mini Fair 2 
Date: TBC October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire  
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley -  
rminimick@aol.com

November 2017

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show 
Date: 10th- 12th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham  
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org 
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EVENTS

01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR
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Mini Cooper Register Annual General Meeting

Sunday 12th March 2017
 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Mini Cooper Register will take 
place at the Best Western Hotel Oxford Road Banbury Oxfordshire OX16 9AH. Directions can 
be found on www.bestwestern.co.uk.
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Please arrive at the Hotel for 10.45 a.m. 

The Meeting starts promptly at 11:00 a.m.

There will be a free buffet lunch for members after the AGM.

Nominations Wanted
The Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. The current Chairman should receive nominations of candidates 
for election to the Committee not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

All posts are open for nomination any member may apply.

All positions will all become vacant at the Annual General Meeting. Posts which you can be nominated for are Competition Secretary, 
Editor, Events Co-Ordinator, Public Relations, Regalia Secretary, Regional Organiser, Secretary and Treasurer. It is vital and urgent that 
someone volunteers for each position to allow the continued smooth running of the Club. Your Club needs you! 

Please contact Robert Young if you want to discuss any position.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be elected by ballot between the newly elected members at the next Committee meeting 
following this Annual General Meeting.

Please include the following in a nomination: Committee Post, the nominee’s name and club membership number, the proposer’s 
name and club membership number and signatures of both people. Please include your reasons for applying and detail any 
relevant qualities, experience and qualifications. This is your chance to make a difference to the running of the Club.

Agenda Proposals Wanted
Any member wishing to have an item included on the agenda of the meeting must submit it, in writing, to the current Chairman 
not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

The Submission needs to include the name and membership number of the person submitting the item a proposer’s name and 
membership number and the signatures of both people.

Note
Admission to the Annual General Meeting will be strictly limited to current members only. Please bring your membership card in 
order to gain admittance to the meeting.

The Committee does not recommend this meeting as a suitable place for children or pets.

Please address nominations and agenda proposals to:
Robert Young, MCR AGM, Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden, Kent. TN30 7NE

Nominations and agenda proposals to arrive no later than Monday 6th March 2017.



“ OUR CLASSIC  
CAR INSURANCE 
COMES WITH A 
WELL POLISHED 
SERVICE”

0800 083 6302
We share your passion for classic cars, call now for our best cover

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 7pm, Sat 9am - 5pm.  As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. *Terms and conditions apply, call for details. ^Based on an average customer saving 41% when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash 
policies.  Average customer = 57 year old male driving a 1965 MG B; a 1973 MG B and a 1972 MG Midget.  Savings accurate as of 1.7.2016.  Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm 
reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Based on reviews from July 2015 – December 2015

of customers would 
recommend Carole Nash96

The All Inclusive Carole Nash Difference

cherished.carolenash.com

3 Agreed Value*

3 Salvage Retention*

3  UK & European accident breakdown recovery, 
including Homestart assistance worth over £100

3  Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the 
event of an accident which is not your fault

3 Club member discounts*

Classic    |    Camper Van    |    Motorhome    |    Military    |    Performance

Alicia Insurance Specialist

 YOU COULD 

SAVE 41%
WITH A MULTI-CLASSIC CAR POLICY^

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 



Minis to Ireland
21st September – 28th September 2017

After the great success of Minis to Ireland in 2013 and 2015 the MCR will be returning to the fabulous roads of Ireland for 
the 2017 run. The route outline is described below.   We will be heading up to Sligo in the north west for a three night 
stop then heading south to Connamara for two nights at the superb Renvyle House Hotel where the food is exquisite and 
the location superb.   

This is the planned itinerary.   Mileage will hopefully be kept to a maximum of 200 miles per day. 

Thursday 21st September -  Meet in Fishguard at 13.00 for the 14.30 sailing to Rosslare arriving at 18.00 and travel  
  to the 4 star Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford.

Friday 22nd September  - Leave hotel and travel via Wicklow Gap, Mullingar, Longford, Carrick-on-Shannon,  
  Sligo to 4 star Radisson Blu and Spa Hotel. (Rosses Point)

Saturday 23rd September  - Round trip, Mullaghmore, Donegal Town, Killybegs, Glencolumbkille, Glenties,   
  Dunglow, Gweedore, Doocharry, Ballybofey, Ballyshannon, Manor Hamilton, Sligo  
  Radisson Blu Hotel.

Sunday 24th September  - Second round trip, Dromahir, Drumkeeran, Drumshanbo, Ballinagleragh,  
  The Poorhouse, Blacklion, Belleek, Enniskillen, Ballinmore, Ballygawley, Sligo, Radisson  
  Blu Hotel.

Monday 25th September  -  Leave Radisson Blu Hotel and travel via Ballina, Bellmullet, Westport, Louisburgh,  
  Leenaun, to Renvyle House Hotel.

Tuesday 26th September  - Round trip Leenaun, Toormakeady, Loch Nafooey,  Maam Cross, Oughterard, 
  Kinvarra, Carna, Cashel, Roundstone, Clifden, Cleggan, Letterfrack, Cashleen, 
  Renvyle House Hotel.

Wednesday 27th September - Leave Renvyle House Hotel, to Recess, Maum, Cornamona, Headford, Athenry,  
  Loughrea, Portumna, Birr, Abbeyleix, Carlow, Hacketstown, Glenmalur, Rathdrum,  
  Arklow, Enniscorthy, Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford.

Thursday 28th September  - Leave Hotel at 08.00 hours for Rosslare 09.00 Sailing to Fishguard.

The entry fee per car, for two people sharing a room, including return ferry crossing, seven nights accommodation in good 
quality hotels, with dinner and breakfast, plus lunches, will be in the region of £1495, subject to exchange rate fluctuations.  
The entry is being restricted to 40 cars and holding deposits of £295 will be taken to secure an entry.  Payment is by 
cheque, credit card (with small surcharge) or debit card with two further stage payments being required at the end of 
March and June.

Entries open on 5th November 2016.  Contact the Secretary of the Meeting, Lesley Young, by email - membership@
minicooper.org or phone 01580 763975 to request an application form and regulations.  Entry is restricted to 40 cars and 
will be allocated on receipt of completed application form and deposit.
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BRYAN PURVES 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryanpurves1@gmail.com 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm



MCR at the NEC Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show 2016
By Lorraine Hampson

EVENTS

Once again, thanks must go to the never ending hard work of those involved 
in organising, setting up and manning the MCR stand over the four days of 

this show. The club also managed to put on a fantastic and interesting line up of 
cars at the show. 

If you’re at all interested in classic cars and you’ve never been to this show 
then it’s one to put in your diary for next year. More than 2,500 classic 
cars and motorcycles with 270 classic car and bike clubs, 650 specialist 
exhibitors, traders and autojumble stalls makes this show a haven for 
anyone working on, restoring or maintaining their classic car as there 
wasn’t much that couldn’t be bought or sourced at this massive show. 
There were motoring celebrities on the live stage too including those from 
TV shows Wheeler Dealers and For the Love of Cars. Rally legend Paddy 
Hopkirk found the time for a visit and chat at the Mini Cooper Register’s 
stand and later commented that it was “always great to be around fellow 
enthusiasts”….cheers Paddy, and thanks for the compliment!

MCR club members had been asked to offer their cars for the stand display 
and this year the chosen ones were, to celebrate 50 years of the Unipower 
GT, Pete Flanagan’s ‘S’ engined Janspeed car; two Mk1 ‘S’ cars from the 
same era, one of which was standard (owned by Colin Siklodi) and the 
other being a perfect replica of the 1965 Monte Carlo Rally winning car 
AJB 4B (owned by Eve and Simon Joslin); Jason Field’s ‘Trevor’ the 1275GT, 
made famous in being immortalised by Corgi as the launch car of their 
Clubman range and last, but not least, Tom Arthur’s stunning late Rover 
Cooper MPi model. The cars were all proudly wearing poppies in honour of 
Remembrance Day. The high standard of condition and preparation of these 
cars shows the care and dedication lavished upon them by their owners, 
well done to all of you!

A wide range of club regalia was available to buy including the ever popular 
MCR car covers and the new ‘The Legend Lives On’ mugs. There was also 
the chance to win a Halfords tool box worth £150, kindly donated by our 
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Lovley standard Mk 1 S
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EVENTS

sponsors Carole Nash Insurance, if you signed up to join the MCR 
at the weekend. This was won by new member Mr J Hyndman from 
Northern Ireland.

Thanks again to the efforts of those members involved, many having 
travelled long distances. If you would like to be of assistance at next 
year’s event, or any MCR event then don’t hesitate at coming forward, 
help is always needed and much appreciated.

Lorraine Hampson

Photos by Justin Ridyard

Paddy Hopkirk with Eve Joslin

Celebrating 50 years of the Unipower GT

Busy crowds and lots of visitors to the MCR stand

Trevor the ‘Corgi’ 1275GT 

Poppies on all the cars

Rover Cooper Mpi



EVENTS

NEC Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor show - A Punter’s view
By Cliff Porter

My annual visit to the NEC Classic 
Motor show reached new levels in 

November as I was a free agent and had 
time to wander around to observe what 
was at the show. Five halls plus the Pavilion 
and I had lots to see!

On the Friday I familiarized myself with the 
layout and had intended to spend most of 
the time in the Autojumble area looking at 
1960s car magazines as a research project, 
but sadly, I didn’t find many magazines. 
Luckily, I had my camera with me so could 
retrace my steps!

The 1967 Monte Carlo Rally winning 
Cooper S registered LBL 6D was on the 
now renamed British Motor Museum 
stand, and my mission was to confirm my 
suspicion that the location points for the 
seat belt mounts were on the lower offside 
rear side window bar, for what I assumed 
to be a lap/diagonal belt configuration for 
the driver. Closer inspection revealed that I 
was correct for the driver but the navigator 
had a full harness belt mounted on the rear 
parcel shelf with what I can only describe as 
a supermarket ‘dog parking’ ring if you know 
what I mean. Probably good enough to keep 
the passenger in the seat as they hurtled 
through the Alpes!

I then discovered that Heritage Panels 
were displaying a Mk1 shell. Enough about 
it has been posted on the internet in the 
meantime, but for those members who 
don’t go on forums and didn’t attend the 
show; all I can say is, that in my opinion, a 
lot more work should have been done on 
the prototype shell before being displayed 
in public, especially as the Mk1 shell has 
been on many shopping lists for many a 
year. And the price tag for the shell around 
£10,000 plus VAT. It is a shame that they 
did not try to achieve 1960s show levels 
of preparation for display cars as I think 
an ADO16 ‘see through model’ was on 
display on a nearby stand. It’s a pity that 
the powers that be at Heritage in Witney 
did not get the major Mini clubs to inspect 

Navigator's full harness mounting plate 1967 style

Andy Nash’s Traveller and Meguiar's winner
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the shell before it was put on display. To 
summarise, for those who did not go to the 
show the shell was like a pick & mix and 
I’m not a hands on restorer but the bad 
detailing was painful. I think, but cannot 
confirm, that the boot floor was a later 
Mpi pressing for example. I am not sure 
that the display car has done Heritage any 
favours, but then again, there will always 
be gullible punters.

As I wandered around it seemed that the 
organisers had located similar marques 
together as the Mini clubs were located by 
the Silverstone Auction car park! I’ve never 
seen cars in an auction parked so close 
together and it was difficult to view some 
cars in detail. 

I was impressed with the selection of cars 
Justin had put together for the club stand 
which I thought reflected the history of the 
Mini Cooper in red/black, a 1275GT, an 
Mpi, a red/white rally replica and finally the 
Unipower racer. Well done Justin, Sally and 
Graham and your support crew on the stand 
over the weekend.

Close by was The Italian Job stand which 
reminded me of the happy times and very 
fond memories of taking part in 2000 & 
2001 and supporting a team in 2002. It 
was good to catch up with Roger Hunt and 
compare the performance of our latest 
shopping trolleys!

By now it was time for refreshment and I 
was fortunate to find an ice cream van based 
on the British Mini Club stand. After my ice 
cream experience I felt that I should fold the 
roof back and what did I find? The Crayford 
57 convertible display and it was as if the sun 
was shining!

My next stop was the Pride of Ownership 
display where Brian Davage had his Mini 
Cooper on display. What a lovely car but 
sadly it did not win, the show goers voted for 
the Metro!

The show hadn’t opened to the public yet and 
I was distracted as I passed by the Silverstone 
Auction picket fence when I observed the 
ex John Hammell Wood & Pickett car. So, 
I decided that perhaps I should view all the 
Minis in the auction. 

As I ventured into another hall I spotted a 
Riley Elf with a sale price in the window. 
I was disappointed that the owner would 
not accept my cash offer for the full asking 
price of £600! A few minutes later I saw 
a lovely Surf blue Cooper but my camera 
suffers from the lighting levels within the 
NEC halls.

I think the restorer of the next Mini I saw had 
got his jig calculations slightly wrong! What 
do you think? Whereas, Carole Nash, our 
club sponsors displayed a beautiful Innocenti.

I then bumped into Steve Burkinshaw 
on the club stand and the rest of the day 
passed very quickly. What happened for the 
rest of the day is just a blur as we wandered 
around the Autojumble area catching up on 
all our news.

Three Mini body shell options!

Esso smiles - Silverstone Auction

EVENTS
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A very pleasant but tiring weekend and here are the results of the 
Silverstone Auction.

1964 Mini Countryman £17,438
1967 Mini Moke £19,688
1969 Morris Super deluxe £12,938
1971 Mk3 Cooper S £28,688

The Wood & Pickett was not sold on the day but was available the 
day after for a ‘Buy it now’ price of £48,875.

Local Warwickshire members Patrick Walker and Kelvin 
Sparrowhawk were at the show with Patrick’s London to Mexico 
World Cup Rally Triumph 2.5. As I wandered around the show my 
passion for rally cars was well catered for. I remembered seeing 
a comment on the internet about the World Cup Rally 4 door 
Mini – DAN 3H. There was an article about the car written by a 
member of what must have been an early version of a Herts & 
North London region newsletter. 

A few minutes later after having a chat with Robert Connor the 
author of a book about the 1968 London to Sydney marathon, I 
came across the 1970 London to Mexico Maxi of Bron Burrell. It 
has been refurbished and prepared to take part in events in 2017.

As I was writing this article a press release appeared in my inbox with 
the following key points about the show:

273 clubs
2,500 classic cars & motorbikes
71,000 visitors
1,000,000 sq ft (no wonder my feet ached!)
£45,000 raised by Sporting Bears with their rides
£5.8m total from Silverstone Auction 80% sales rate

The Meguiar’s Club Showcase final was won by Andy Nash with 
his 1967 Mini Traveller which is also featured in the latest issue 
of MiniWorld

I’m not sure the Autojumble lived up to its designation with very 
few ‘bits’ on sale. What did other visitors think I wonder?

Cliff Porter

2 Italian Job Run 2016 participants

W&P Cooper ex John Hammell

Patrick with my previous suggestion 
- no wonder he was tired!

Brian Davage’s fantastic Cooper

Mini pickup ice cream van
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.



The restoration of my Morris Cooper S - Part 2
By Mike Bennett

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

Television programs shown in instalments tend to spend a 
large part of each edition showing what had happened in 

the previous editions, not wishing to add undue padding, I will 
just say that in the October edition of CooperWorld my 1965 
Morris Cooper S had gone from project, through competition 
life back to project residing in a storage barn awaiting for the 
restoration to resume.

However, the shell’s slumber in storage was rudely interrupted 
by a flood when a deluge of water swept through the barn, 
luckily, the shell was on the trolley made for the restoration 
and about three feet clear of the ground. The other residents 
– about half a dozen Aston Martins awaiting restoration – were 
not so fortunate! Anyway, this was the impetus to resume the 
process of returning the car to its original state.

With the sensible head on, it became clear that with the rate 
of progress so far, it would take much too long before the 
car could be returned to the road. So, the decision was taken 
to entrust the rest of the welding and the spraying to Tony 
Ennion of the Ennion Workshop. We had seen Tony and his 
impressive handwork at a number of shows and it helps that 
he is relatively local. 

At this point the floor was about 90% done, the front end 
forward of the bulkhead had been removed, and the inner wings 
were in a very bad way. The rear of the boot floor had been 
badly patched in the past and there was some damage to the 
offside rear wing that spanned the seam with the back panel.

So, Tony replaced both inner wings including the foot-wells 
by modifying later panels to Mk1 spec. Then new wings, front 
panel and scuttle were added and the fit he has achieved is 
very good indeed. The original doors were not too bad and 
just required some welding to the lower section of the frame. 
However, I had picked up a NOS driver’s door many years 
ago and so just the passenger door was stripped, repaired 
and reskinned.

Although I had stripped all the paint back to bare metal, I 
had brush painted the shell with primer to protect it whilst 
it was in storage. So Tony had the shell sand blasted before 
the painting was started as a precaution. After a period in 
blue and then in the inevitable red with a white roof, Tony 
returned the shell to its original Old English white with a 
black roof colour scheme and the finish is fantastic. With the 
doors, boot and bonnet fitted the panel gaps are spot on.

Back in our garage, the decision was taken to do the entire 
interior first before tackling any of the mechanical side. 
However, before anything else, all the box sections – sills, cross 
members, roof pillars, etc were treated to a liberal coating of 
Dinitrol anti rust treatment, using a compressed air applicator 
to ensure that all nooks and crannies were well covered. As 
the interior was being tackled, the block, crank and head were 
taken to Newton Engineering in Liverpool for the machining 
to be done. Newton’s are a traditional machine shop and Paul 
Newton knows the A series inside and out, and I have been 
taking my machining work to them since the late sixties when 
Paul’s dad ran the place. The bores were already 60 thou over 
bored and one had a scratch, so new liners were fitted bringing 
the capacity back to 1275. The crank was still the original size 
and just needed a polish. The original AEG163 head had been 
changed for the later 12G940 before we got the car, probably 
as a result of a warranty claim as the original AEG163 heads 
tended to crack between the valves. Although the 12G940 
is less prone to cracking, the head was pressure tested as a 
precaution and found to be fine, as were the guides and valves 
with no discernible wear. Unleaded valve seats were fitted 
while the head was in the machine shop.
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The shell as delivered to Tony Ennion

Wing to scuttle fit

Inner wing back as it should be



MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

The first job for the interior was gathering together all the original 
bits that had been stored since 1977. We had moved twice since 
then and the trim panels were spread between the loft, the 
garage and the shed but once all together, their condition could 
be assessed. When the car was bought, the driver’s seat had been 
replaced with a black bucket seat but the passenger one was still the 
original one and in reasonable condition although very grubby and 
with some stitching in need of attention. The rear seat cushion and 
backrest were complete with no rips although they too were grubby 
and had a bit of blue overspray on the corners of the backrest. I 
had managed to pick up a pair of original factory recliners although 
someone had recovered them in red velour. So, the choice available 
was to either find an original driver’s seat or recover and use the 
recliners. I decided to use the recliners and thus an order was 
placed with Newton Commercial for a pair of recliner covers.

The rear and side trim panels were on the poor side of borderline 
reusable, with the usual tears in the fabric where they had resisted 
being removed. However, although I would prefer to keep as much 
as possible of the original trim, the poor condition of these trim items 
would have let the finished car down. So, that meant an additional 
order had to be placed with Newtons for a set of trim panels to go 
with the seat covers then, while we were at it, the carpets were 
definitely not reusable so a set of those were ordered as well.

The first bits of trim to be tackled were the sun visors, and nearly 40 
years of storage plus whatever happened to them before had left them 
caked in grime. Wiping them over with interior shampoo had little 
effect but scrubbing the shampoo into the fabric with a sonic brush 
made all the difference and the finished items are as good as new, or at 
least they would have been if it wasn’t for a careless moment which saw 
one of the pegs that engage in the body clip snapped off. This type of 
sun visor was only fitted to the Mini during 1965 and despite scanning 
the internet and scouring every autojumble possible, a replacement 
could not be found. By chance I happened to notice that the visors in 
our MGB GT used the same fittings although the visor itself is bigger 
and, as luck would have it, there are a lot of MGB GT bits around. It 
also turned out that the Morris Minors had the same fittings too.
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Removing the grime from the sun visor

Internals of a sun visor

Broken Mini pin above MGB GT pin

Rear bulkhead blank panel

Loom fitted and dash trimmed

Wheel arch trim and sound deadening
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A pair of ‘B’ visors were picked up for nothing – literally, they were 
so bad the guy wouldn’t charge me for them. Cutting the fabric off 
revealed that the construction is a thin walled steel tube across the 
visor to which the padded fabric is bonded. The pin that engages 
with the body clip is pressed into one end and the chromed hinge 
into the other. So, it was therefore a simple matter to swap the pin 
over to the Mini one.

Throughout my car’s competition life, it ran on a minimal loom 
with just enough wires to run the engine and wipers, thus the 
complete original loom was long since gone. So a new loom 
was supplied by Autosparks complete with cloth binding as per 
original spec. With that in place, the first bit of trim was tackled; 
the vinyl covering of the dash rails and A posts. A visit to the 
local market with a sample of the original resulted in a very close 
match and this was bonded in with contact adhesive. I did find 
that applying the adhesive to both the fabric and the shell a short 
section at a time, leaving it until it dried and then stretching it 
into place produced the best results. Only a small step but with 
the ashtray and the switch panel trim in place, it was a pleasing 
indication of progress.

Attention then turned to the rear of the cabin and the card panel 
over the circular hole in the rear bulkhead had been replaced by 
aluminium in the past as part of the fireproofing for competition. 
The local craft shop supplied some board which was then sprayed 
grey before being secured with large headed self tappers into 
trapped spire nuts. The rear wheel arch covers were glued in place 
and some sound deadening panels added to the rear wings before 
the new trim panels were carefully slotted into place. To get the 
top of the panels to fit into the slot at the top, a length of wood 
across the panel about 6 inches from the top was used to carefully 
bend the panel towards the wing. The rear seat cushion and back 
cleaned up nicely and the plastic finisher on the front edge of the 
seat was located and fitted.

To be continued.....

Mike Bennett
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Rear half trimmed

Finished shell returned
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Memories of Downton - Part one
By Steve Harris

In 2017 the Downton Motor Club (DEWS) will be celebrating 70 years 
since the founding of the Downton Engineering Works and its long 

lasting history. By way of a personal tribute to the Downton Works I 
thought I would recount some of my memories of it here.

In 1955 at the age of six my family moved from Wyle to Downton in 
Wiltshire, the village where my mother was born and, indeed, still lives 
now aged 86 years.

Sadly, when I was seven years old, my father lost his life in an accident 
at work; devastated by this loss my Uncle William (Bill) Clarke, who 
also lived in the village, took me under his wing in a fatherly role. He 
introduced me to his keen interest in motor vehicles and I remember 
him acquiring a Jowett Javelin before moving on to an Austin A35 on 
which he had the ‘Downton treatment’!

When I was eleven years old my uncle started giving me pocket money 
in exchange for keeping his car clean which amounted to 2 shillings 
and 6 old pence a week. As I was now eleven I started at Downton 
Secondary School but during the summer holidays my uncle took me 
to work with him, in order to keep me out of mischief. He worked for 
Hickman Bros. in Downton as a lorry driver delivering animal feed and 
collecting hay and straw as well as grain carting. Over the next three 
years I covered thousands of miles sat alongside him, and he also gave 
me the opportunity to start driving in the fields whilst he was collecting 
grain. Now a teenager I was also earning pocket money doing a paper 
round and odd jobs etc, so was able to earn £5 per week.

However, back in 1963 my uncle separated from his wife and moved 
away, leaving a massive void in my life. 1963 was the year of the very 
severe winter, and also when I first set eyes on a newcomer to the 
school, a very attractive Brenda Notley, who had just arrived in the UK 
after living in South Africa and sporting a very healthy tan!

When I was fourteen years old I met Peter Pratt who was older than 
me and had a car. Peter was a motorsport enthusiast and he took me 
to my first event at Goodwood. In 1976 he was my best man when I 
married Brenda, and Peter and I are still friends to this day.

Following an interview in early June 1964 with Daniel and Bunty 
Richmond, I started my apprenticeship at Downton Engineering on 
Monday 27th July 1964. I was very excited about this and was thrown 
in at the deep end, but I learnt quickly and it was not long before I 
was working on my own with my own tools. Whilst in the front main 
workshop I worked alongside some very talented people including, 
Peter Heppenstall, David Miller, Sean Wiles, Peter Vaughan, Paul Folkard, 
Graham Paddy, Freddy Heaney, David Mitchell, Julian Verica, Dale 
Clemments, Robin Fearon and Richard Longman to name but a few. 

At this point I set my goal as being as good as any of them and 2 years 
later I was promoted and transferred to the development department 
working alongside Ray Sheppard and Bryan Reeves, again learning 
from both of them. I also came into regular contact with Daniel 
Richmond as my tasks were to include making sure his cars were at 
hand and ready for demonstration purposes. The novelty of this wore 
a bit thin and I rebelled somewhat about working Saturdays without 
pay – this led to a reprimand for misconduct (see letter). After I 
explained to Daniel how I felt as an apprentice doing the same work 
as others, and my responsibilities in the Development shop not being 
rewarded, he agreed to an increase in my wages from £2 14s 6d per 
week to just over £5 per week and a new apprentice was taken on.

At this time Downton Engineering had the contract for BMC Works engine 
development and on the 9X project so a new purpose built workshop was 
built with an engine build shop, Dyno cell and Rolling road house.

Extra staff were employed to cater for the Works race team and Bryan 
Reeves and I were called upon to build the initial batch of Westlake 8 Port 
Lucas Injection engines. We did about 10 engines in total catering for the 
British and European Saloon Car Championships.

Steve driving MG on rolling road 
at Downton with Ray Sheppard

Daniel and Bunty having 
a bit of Manifold fun

Bunty with 1100 Lagonda 
Rapier outside the first 
Downton workshop 
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During this period I continued to gain more experience with ‘Dyno’ 
and rolling road work. I also covered hundreds and hundreds of miles 
sat alongside Daniel on road testing, again, adding to my knowledge 
of engine tuning. This is when enthusiasm at Downton was at its peak 
with many employees competing in various types of motorsport. The 
Downton Engineering Works Social Club (DEWS) had its own RAC 
permit which allowed competitors to enter under the club’s name. The 
club also organised Christmas dinners and various parties!!

Once Leyland took over control of BMC the plug was pulled on Works 
support and further development of the 9X project was halted. As a 
consequence, the enthusiasm and then the workforce diminished, with 
David Miller setting up on his own, and other staff drifting off or starting 
their own businesses. Richard Longman approached me and George Toth 
to go into partnership, which we did, setting up in Christchurch. I stayed 
with them for 4 years until Bunty Richmond phoned me to ask me to 
manage the workshop after Daniel’s death. However, she realised it was 
never going to be the same again and after 6 months or so she closed the 
works down. I bought the stores and other items from her and set up as 
Steve Harris Engineering. Sadly, Bunty went on to take her own life.

Part two of my recollections take the story from here up to the present day.

Steve Harris

Morris Minor just before moving 
to the new workshop

Letter to Mrs Harris 
ref. to Steve Harris 
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SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to renew your 
membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with your 
renewal notification, if you have not already signed up 

to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about renewing in the 

future as this will be done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS

For full details on the Action Day go to:  
www.mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk



THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
Mk 2 Cooper badges

Bit of an odd one this, as at the NEC a gentleman came onto the club 
stand and asked me if I would like to see a pair of drawings of the 
Morris Cooper bonnet badge and the Austin Cooper S bonnet badge. 
I love technical drawings, having started my career being trained as a 
draughtsman, so I was keen to see these. The kind chap then produced, 
from his bag, a pair of lovely laminated copies of the two drawings that 
you see here. They were reduced from probably A1 size down to A4. 
He then handed them over to me and said that the club could have 
them, which was very generous of him. 

Of great interest is that the drawings were produced by Joseph 
Lucas – 'the Prince of Darkness' - who manufactured all of the 
electrical components for the Mini. I was not aware that they ever 
departed from electrical manufacture and assumed BL would have 
designed and produced the badges. However, it would seem this 
must have been contracted out to Lucas. These drawings were 
rescued by this chap when he worked for Lucas in their drawing 
office. When the drawing office was being disbanded, there were 
unsurprisingly huge quantities of drawings that were being consigned 
to the rubbish tip. Fortunately, these two were saved (perhaps he 
had drawn them but I neglected to ask). As you can see these are 
dated June 1967 and with the Mk2 being announced in October 
1967, I’d have thought they were cutting it a bit fine to get the 
badges manufactured in time. I find these drawings fascinating and 
a great historical document. It’s nice that we at least have a copy of 
these fine works of art.

Robert Young

Mini Classic Editions

It is now over sixteen years since the 
last Mini rolled off the production lines, 

so it was interesting to receive from 
Philip Splett, a press release dated April 
2000 from the BMW Mini Press office 
announcing the release of three models 
to commemorate the end of the Mini 
production in July 2000. These three, 
destined to be collector's items (as indeed 
they are now) were restricted to 4,000 
UK units. These were the Mini Seven, the 
Mini Cooper and the Mini Cooper Sport. 
These were priced respectively at £9,495, 

£9,895 and £10,895 with attractive (for then) purchase deals put in 
place by BMW to encourage buyers. Each model had four different 
colours available, other than solar red which was common to all three. 

All three were quite distinctive, with the Seven mimicking the clean 
unmolested style of the early basic cars, even down to steel wheels. 
The Cooper was equipped with Minilite style wheels, Cooper bonnet 
stripes and a pair of spot lights. The Cooper Sport had the larger 13” 
Minilite wheels, big wheel arches, bonnet stripes and four extra spot 
lights. All could be fitted with an electric canvas sunroof and a CD 
player. The interior trims were, likewise, different in that the Seven 
was more basic and the Cooper Sport the more luxurious with full 
leather seats and metallic facia and fittings. I guess all three were a 
fitting end, as a tribute to the Mini that had endured over 41 years of 
production, virtually unchanged to any great extent. With values of any 
Classic Mini heading ever upwards, any of these three would have been 
worth buying and certainly better than keeping the money in the bank. I 
wonder where these three cars are now.
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www.leacyclassics.com

FOR A FRIENDLY WELCOME AND GREAT ADVICE, WHY NOT VISIT OUR SHOP?
Aston Lane, Birmingham, B20 3BW

DELIVERY: UK wide delivery available: 
For remote areas, offshore islands and 
international destinations please call.

Tel: 0121 356 3003 · E-mail: info@min-its.com · www.leacyclassics.com

Thousands of parts for YOUR car
WIPERS

Part Description  Price 

GXE7708 WIPER MOTOR 14W MINI 67-94/MGB 67-80/S&M 68-79  £45.00 

520160A WIPER PARK SWITCH 14W MGB 67-80/MID 74-79/MINI 70>  £12.30 

37H7200 WHEELBOX WIPER MINI 71> END /SCIMITAR/HERALD  £17.10 

2A9129 WIPER SWITCH 57SA MINI MKI/II/MOGGI  £10.14 

GWB219ss WIPER BLADE  S/S 10IN  £6.90 

13H6343 WIPER SWITCH MKII MINI 74-76 1SPEED  £10.02 

BAU5346 WIPER SWITCH MINI 89-92/COOPER 91>  £42.90 

FUEL & CARBS

AUF214Z S&M FUEL PUMP 63-74  £51.30 

AZX1818 MINI FUEL PUMP 69-91  £35.82 

XNB10007 MINI DUEL SENDER 58-96 CARB MODEL  £15.60 

XNB100380 MINI INJ FUEL SENDER 96>  £27.30 

AAU8340 MINI FUEL SENDER TANK MINI VAN/ESTATE/PICKUP  £24.30 

14A7057 MINI FUEL NECK GROMMET 58-97  £3.90 

ENGINE & MOUNTS

MRC1275 ALI ROCKER COVER S&M 58-74/MINI 58>  £22.62 

GLP138 OIL PUMP SLOT TYPE MINI A+1300  £18.36 

12G2134 Y PIECE CONNECTION MINI 74-91/MGB 70-80/S&M 68-74  £2.70 

12G1053 ALTERNATOR BRACKET USED TO CONVERT DYNAMO/ALT FIX  £6.90 

ARA221 OIL COOLER 13 ROW  £40.50 

22A1018 MINI ENGINE MOUNT LH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £10.98 

AUC4587 DAMPER SPRING (BLUE) S&M 67-74/MINI  £3.30 

22A917 MINI ENGINE MOUNT RH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £21.00 

PANELS

CZH455 MINI MKII BONNET 70-96  £174.00 

BMD36001 MINI BOOT LID 90>  £198.00 

BMP343 MINI MKIV COMPLETE BODYSHELL 76-89 (TO ORDER ONLY)  £6,858.00 

HMP441016 MINI BOOT FLOOR & BATTERY BOX 59> ALL MODELS  £225.60 

HMP441001 MINI SURROUND SCREEN REPAIR  £135.90 

HMP441019 MINI LOWER REAR PANEL REPAIR 67>  £206.76 

14A5503 MINI ROOF PANEL ALL MODELS  £366.00 

STEERING

BHM7113 MINI RACK KIT GAITER  58> END  £4.34 

GSV1105 RIGHT HAND RACK GAITER S&M 72-79  £5.70 

GSR371 STEERING RACK MINI RHD MK2/3  £90.90 

FAM3968MOULTON MINI MOULTON SPRING CONE  £46.50 

GSA71541 MINI FRONT SHOCK ABSORBERS  £17.10 

GSA71542 MINI REAR SHOCK ABSORBERS  £13.20 

MWS43FLPB STEEERING WHEEL HIDE 14" POLISHED CENTRE  £54.90 

BADGES

Part Description  Price 

DAH100950MMM MINI COOPER BOOTLID BADGE MINI 2000>  £14.10 

DAH100920MMM MINI COOPER SPORT BADGE  £12.30 

24A23 BADGE -MINI COOPER MKI AUSTIN  £7.56 

14A6802 BADGE-AUSTIN MINI MKI  £7.92 

725525 HOUSE BADGE  £5.10 

UJB001 BADGE-UNION JACK  £6.90 

DAH100630MMM BADGE-MINI PAUL SMITH DESIGN  £16.50 

LAMPS

13H222 MINI LH REAR LAMP 58-67  £46.50 

13H223 MINI RH REAR LAMP 58-67  £46.50 

ADU3017 SIDE LAMP/FLASHER LH CLUBMAN £74.10

AFU3389 FLASHER LAMP AMBER  £6.06 

CHM13 FLASHER LAMP AMBER  £9.30 

EAM1650 INTERIOR LAMP MINI76 >  £7.50 

127916 CHROME NUMBER PLATE LAMP  £30.90 

ELECTRICS

5L1137 ENGINE EARTH CABLE MINI 76>  £6.90 

AJM1112 RADIO AERIAL  £21.24 

BHM7107 MINI STEERING LOCK ASS  £71.70 

C34770A MINI NEGATIVE VOLTAGE STABILISER  £10.68 

13H4459 GAUGE-OIL PRESSURE MINI  £45.30 

13H4459W GAUGE-OIL PRESSURE (WHITE)  £45.30 

GAE128X GAUGE-TIME CLOCK SMITHS 52MM  £58.50 

SEALS

13H6010 MINI LAMP GASKET - NO PLATE MINI 58-96  £4.50 

PAM1014 MINI RH DOOR MOULDING MK3 >  £16.80 

PAM1015 MINI LH DOOR MOULDING MK3 >  £16.80 

13H2934 FLY WHEEL OIL SEAL  £2.34 

JRC2674 REAR GLAZING SEAL  £11.24 

JRC2671 FRONT GLAZING SEAL 67-96  £12.18 

CCB100130 FRONT GLAZING SEAL 96>  £18.90 

SWITCHES

21A2658 MINI RH INDICATOR SWITCH 76-84  £35.94 

21A2660 MINI LH INDICATOR SWITCH 84-89  £38.40 

13H7778 INDICATOR SWITCH AUS 11/1300 67-71/MINI MK2  £42.90 

13H7779 INDIACTOR SWITCH RIGHT HAND DRIVE MK3 MINI 70-76  £42.90 

2A6215 INDIACATOR SWITCH MINI MKI 59-69  £51.32 

13H6342 LIGHT SWITCH MINI 74-76 MKII  £9.90 

YUF101000 HAZARD SWITCH  76>  £14.40 
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With last month's break in ADO50 transmission, we pick up 
from November's Old Cooper Stuff.

Over the decades, car manufacturers have done their best to 
be fairly discreet keeping a new model under wraps until they 

are ready to go. Thus, during development, prototypes are in some 
way disguised, even if it’s as simple as no nameplates attached. 
Although select members of the motoring press often have an idea 
on what’s going on long before it becomes official, whether that 
is gained from means of nosing about near certain manufacturers 
for a scoop, or sometimes simply being gifted inside knowledge by 
a manufacturer before an upcoming release - after all that is their 
job. Although often there’s an embargo date attached regarding 
going to press. Most period ADO50 release material I’ve seen 
either has ‘CONFIDENTIAL UNTIL DATE TO BE ADVISED’ or 
‘CONFIDENTIAL - DO NOT RELEASE BEFORE 20TH SEPTEMBER 
1961’ on it somewhere. However, history tells us that BMC had a 
pretty ad hoc process in dealing with this under their jurisdiction. 
A search on the net at http://www.itnsource.com will reveal news 
footage of a trade plated Morris Mini-Minor leaving Cowley during 
a late July 1959 factory strike. But ho-hum it was 1959, not 2016 
where the most insignificant factors in today’s life seem to go viral in 
seconds of an upload to Youtube and the like.

Taking the ‘gifted’ process can be applied to around a month before 
the strike footage. The Autocar magazine staff had begun the 
planning of their Mediterranean Mini-Minor sortie, Ronald ‘Steady’ 
Barker and Peter Riviere would begin on the ‘Mini announcement’ 
day of 26th August 1959, with Cooper’s Jack Brabham there to 
send them on their way. The trade-off being they would write 
a series of stories involving their Mini adventures in the weekly 
magazine. The car they used was registered 667 GFC, and was 
almost certainly the first Mini ever to carry a right hand fuel tank for 
the adventure that lay ahead.

So, nearly two years on from that, it probably comes as no great 
surprise that French motoring journalist, Bernard Cahier, was lent 
prototype ADO50 126 LWL by Alec Issigonis for a brief test. Taking 
place around a month before the project was made official to the 
press. At the time, Bernard was European editor for US magazine, 
Sports Car Graphic that cheekily published his words and photos 
on that prototype car in their September 1961 issue. This meant it 
hit the US news stands in August. I guess, with it being across the 
pond that was all the validation they needed to run with the story 
early. The feature actually mentions, “More details of this exciting 
little machine will come to our readers when the production car will be 
officially presented to some members of the press in another month, 
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September 1961 SCG mag’s lead photo of Bernard with 126 LWL visiting Upton Snodsbury

The prototype 126 LWL engine bay photo used in SCG. Keen eyes will spot the differences



but meanwhile I wanted to be sure that SCG readers are the first to 
hear about the forthcoming Austin-Cooper which is bound to surprise 
everyone.” So, definitely no covering up the intent there!
 
The feature also has a selection of photos, that in hindsight, nicely show 
detail differences between 126 LWL and those of a production 997. It 
also shows a tax disc visible, that wasn’t on the car for the Goodwood 
photos – topic of November’s Old Cooper Stuff. They also show Bernard 
and 126 LWL on the outskirts of Upton Snodsbury, near Worcester – 
around 20 miles from Longbridge. While ‘More details’ were, indeed, 
forthcoming to the SCG readership when the October 1961 issue had 
Bernard’s coverage of the Chobham ‘Super’ and ‘Cooper’ press release, 
(even if the incorrect Chopham is continually referenced).
 
I’m also aware that Italian magazine Auto Sport ran with a story in 
mid-August 1961, but don’t have it on file (and even if I did, I couldn’t 
read it, although transcribed by Google might help). The UK’s weekly 
Autosport magazine was somewhat coy compared to their overseas 
contemporaries, in that they simply published a photo and a very brief 
caption of the Austin Seven-based beach car with Charles Cooper and 
their editor, Gregor Grant aboard. It was published in the issue directly 
after Chobham. The fun little car being there to ferry management and 
guests about the venue and although not hinted, in its own way it did 
show the direction BMC would soon be taking the Mini shape – well 
the rear end at least. Because at that stage, the Riley Elf and Wolseley 
Hornet ‘twins’ were still to be officially announced.

There is more to the Austin Seven and Morris Mini Super and 
Cooper official press release activities than just those of Chobham. 

In part, the 1961 British GP plays into the scheme of things with 
that year’s 15th July Aintree event. It was a Ferrari walkover with 
the first 3 places going to Enzo’s cars and drivers’ - Wolfgang von 
Trips, Phil Hill and Richie Ginther in that order. The best British 
entry finish was Jack Brabham’s Works Cooper in 4th place. You 
may recall mention in the March 2016 issue of Old Cooper Stuff, 
BMC supplying the 1960 British GP with Minis for the ‘Grand Prix 
Drivers’ Demonstration’. Well, for 1961 to keep BMC product in the 
spotlight, 24 then newly released Austin Healey Sprite MkIIs were 
sent along for the official GP Drivers’ parade. The 2 days following 
saw many of those drivers availing themselves to the ADO50 Austin 
Seven Cooper and Morris Mini-Cooper festivities.

BMC were pretty good at throwing a party to celebrate something. 
Be it a Motor Show dinner at Grosvenor House, Park Lane or, indeed, 
the ADO50 Technical gathering at the Kensington Palace Hotel the day 
after the 1961 British GP. It was of course their way to spruik from the 
BMC hymn book to get the world's motoring press writing favourable 
things about BMC products in their newspapers and magazines. Mind 
you, they weren't the only manufacturer guilty of that, but BMC were 
very good at it! During the Kensington Palace activities with BMC cars 
set up in the foyer, Alec Issigonis is on record stating...
“About a year ago my old friend John Cooper, who is an enthusiastic 
user of ADO15, suggested to me that B.M.C. ought to produce a sports 
version of this car. I thought it was a good idea and oddly enough so did 
management.” 
He was also quite candid with the guests stating…
“The only thing about this car of which we are ashamed is that is not 
as fast as it should be.” This comment probably relates back to the 
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Alec Issigonis in the Austin Riviera Beach car at Chobham. The background also helps show 
the scale of the launch with the tents and number of guest cars present

24 new Sprites for the 15th July 1961 British GP, Aintree Drivers’ parade



fact that during prototype ADO50 testing, Jack Daniels reported an 
expected top speed of 93mph. That in production versions became 
slightly optimistic.
 
Chobham (aka Longcross) in its early form was the home of the 
Fighting Vehicles Research and Development Establishment (FVRDE) 
– the secret facilities established in Surrey during WW2. This meant 
that many facets of military testing and development had to be 
catered for under the joint jurisdiction of two departments within 
the Ministry of Supply up to late 1952. The two departments were 
known as the Fighting Vehicle Development Establishment and 
the Fighting Vehicle Proving Establishment. Amalgamation in 1952 
created the FVRDE, control transferring to the War Office in 1960. 
With the need for secretive testing, there was even a 2 mile test 
track constructed as part of the facility. Very handy for letting the 
press enthusiastically drive BMC cars under safe and guarded means!

It’s well known that the original Austin Seven/Morris Mini-Minor press 
release was held there on the 18th and 19th August 1959, the week 
prior to the public release. Perhaps less well known, is that of BMC 
hiring the site for the likes of the MGA Twin Cam to be tested by the 
motoring press on 14th July 1958 for that car’s release. Some members 
of the press also got to drive MG’s twin cam EX181 record breaker 
that day - Autosport's Gregor Grant and John Bolster amongst them. 
Chobham also played host to some early development of the Moke 

in May 1959. Which is totally appropriate given the Moke was being 
developed for military use in the first instance. 

For the ADO50 / 997 Cooper’s press release though we need 
to mention that ‘Just in time’ was about long before it was the 
production strategy used in more recent times to streamline supply 
and stock levels for manufacturing. It certainly applies to the first 
batch of Mini Coopers! In the quite literal sense of being built just 
before the press release – within the week preceding the major 
BMC release taking place. The irony is that the car was submitted 
for competition homologation a week before there was even a 
production car (although it would take months to be granted the 
official RAC stamp). Relatively speaking, that was obviously the easy 
bit, compared to getting all pieces of the ADO50 jigsaw to finally 
fall into place. With the first small batch of cars going through the 
Longbridge facilities to be quickly greeted by BMC management and 
staff, Charles and John Cooper, motoring press and many of motor 
racing’s finest drivers of the time. It was held on Monday 17th July 
1961 at Chobham. Whether a co-incidence or not, it was also John 
Cooper’s 38th birthday – what a fantastic way to celebrate! 

Sorry but that old chestnut of space has got us again, more relating to 
Chobham next month.

Stephen Dalton
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The FVRDE military testing at Chobham had slightly different needs to that of a BMC car 
launch. This is the various suspension test courses

This August 1959 Chobham photo shows the press car that was later made available to John 
Cooper – YOK 250 third in the row



FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

And this month’s winner is 
Ministwo for the gent sat in the 
blue Cooper Special.

Thanks to all who entered.

Surfblue

2017 old STAGER Historic Asphalt Stage Rally Championship 
incorporating the Mini Sport Mini Cup and Junior Mini Cup

The UK’s most popular Asphalt Historic Stage Rally Championship 
run by the HRCR club has announced its 2017 calendar.

 
This year the championship will visit England, Wales, Scotland and the now 
traditional trip to the iconic Isle of Man. The events have been carefully 
selected to appeal to the clubman competitor looking to use their historic 
rally car at some of the best available asphalt venues in the UK. 

Mini Sport will continue to support the ever popular Mini Cup and there 
will be even more Minis taking part with the launch of the new Mini 
Sport Junior Mini Cup. The Junior Cup will run over the 5 mainland UK 
events. The Championship will be officially launched and registrations 
will open at the HRCR Open Day at the British Motor Museum Gaydon 
on Saturday the 14th January 2017.
 
19th March  AGBO Stages -Weston Park
30th April  Dixies Historic Challenge - Epynt
18th June   Mid-Summer Stages - Caerwent
6th August  Solway Coast - Scottish Borders
14/16th September  Rally Isle of Man (2 rounds)
22nd October  Cheviot Stages - Otterburn

The Mini Sport Junior Mini Cup will be run as a class within the HRCR Old 
Stager Championship aimed at encouraging young people into historic rallying. 
Whilst drivers must be under 25 years of age to be eligible to compete in the 
Mini Sport Junior Mini Cup, there will be no age limit for co-drivers.

The Mini Sport Junior Mini Cup will be based on the Mini 1000 model 
with limited modifications conforming to MSA Historic Stage Rally Car 
regulations. A kit of parts will be provided by Mini Sport to ensure 
equality of performance at a competitive cost with the emphasis on 
safety and reliability rather than outright speed. Competitors will be 
able to use tyres of their own choice; however Mini Sport will continue 
to supply Yokohama tyres at very competitive prices which have proved 
to be very successful in the Mini Sport Mini Cup competition over the 
past two years.

To be eligible for the Mini Sport Junior Mini Cup, vehicles will need to 
be built using the basic Mini Sport supplied kit. Each car built will be 
given a unique identification plate confirming it as being built using the 
supplied kit. To ensure equality of performance all cars will be checked 
for power output and must meet a minimum weight limit.

The Mini Sport Junior Mini Cup is not just about competing on events. 
For those competitors new to rallying there will be opportunities to 
attend a workshop on car preparation and tuition on driving and co-
driving skills. Whilst it is envisaged that the Junior Mini Cup will prove 
to be very competitive the HRCR are keen to promote camaraderie 
amongst competitors.

Full details of the kit, vehicle technical specification and Junior 
Mini Cup regulations can be found on Mini Sport's and the HRCR's 
websites respectively.

The HRCR are currently seeking expressions of interest from prospective 
competitors. If you would like to find out more or register your interest you 
can contact either Simon Malins from the HRCR on 07785 308165, Rob 
Eastwood at Mini Sport on: 01282 778731 or by e-mail at stage@hrcr.co.uk.

Peter Moss

COMPETITION SECRETARY − Peter Moss
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DEWS 2016 Hill Climb and Speed Championship
By Malcolm Francis

COMPETITION
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It is probably a little known fact that for 
the past two years the MCR has provided 

awards for the highest three point-scoring 
MCR members competing in a classic Mini. 
The best 5 events (with a maximum of 2 
events from any one venue) count towards 
the awards.

During the 2016 season seven MCR 
members competed in the DEWS Hill 
Climb and Speed championship at venues 
ranging from Anglesey, Llandow, Wiscombe, 
Charmouth, Clay Pigeon, Gurston Down, 
Loton Park, Shelsey Walsh and Harewood 
and others.

The DEWS series competitors are always 
warmly welcomed at the venues attended, 
with high standards of preparation and 
competition guaranteed.

During the season there were 30 rounds 
of the championship and a total of 33 
competitors in 13 classes.

Malcolm Francis standing alongside his race car

Nigel Samson pushing his highly 
modified Mini really hard



COMPETITION

www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

01376 574000 
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Classic Car  -  Modern Car  -  Classic 4x4 
Classic Military  -  Classic Bike  -  Classic Commercial

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great 
deal on your RENEWAL, our classic 

car policies deliver exceptional 
cover at very affordable premiums

Our ‘BEST’ Deal In 
CLASSIC MINI INSURANCE

Single Car 
Policies

Multi-Car 
Discounts

Modern & Classic 
Cars on One Policy* 

MCR Member Discounts

Special Rates 
for Collections 

FREE Agreed Value 

FREE Breakdown & 
Recovery 

All Minis 10 years 
& older

£75
 from

 50%
 up to

 Terms & Conditions apply

 PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers.  
*Subject to Insurers terms please ask for details

The MCR award winners, who were presented with trophies at the 
DEWS club AGM on the 26th November, were:

1st Nigel Samson

2nd Stuart Samson

3rd Malcolm Francis

Other MCR members registered for the series were Steven Harris, 
David Nutland, Matt Clarke, and Ian Jarman.

The 2017 DEWS Championship is, again, generously supported 
by Mini Spares, who give vouchers to all competitors driving 
Minis, old or new, at season end, the value based on number of 
points earned. The season runs from April through to October, 
with some one day events and some two day ones.

You don’t have to have a classic Mini to run in the Championship; the 
series caters for many varieties of car (at present there are no open 
wheelers registered).

All the details of championship round locations and dates and 
registration forms can be found on the DEWS club website (www.
dews.org.uk) or by emailing the competition secretary direct (Stuart 
Samson -comp.downton@live.co.uk).

We really look forward to welcoming more registered 
competitors in the 2017 series and personally I have found 
it a satisfying and relatively inexpensive re-introduction to 
motorsport.

Malcolm Francis
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Stuart Samson in action on an event



Northumberland Borders Rally – 22 October 2016
By Niall Cook

COMPETITION

PART 1 of 2

The glorious surroundings of Hadrian’s Wall country and the North 
Tyne valley provided the backdrop for the Mini Cooper Register’s 

only annual road rally – the Northumberland Borders Rally. Starting 
again from Vallum Tea Rooms just to the west of Newcastle, the event 
comprised a packed afternoon of no less than nine special tests on private 
land, followed by a navigational rally in the lanes after dark. Excluding the 
tests, transport and neutral sections, the Expert and Newcomer crews 
took in around 90 miles on OS maps 80, 81, 87 and 88, while the Novices 
on the Tynedale Rally had a reduced competitive mileage of around 60 
miles. Constant showery rain in the week leading up to the rally meant 
that some of the test venues were a little slippery. However, this only 
added to the fun and the weather on the day was largely dry. Despite 
some unfortunate clashes, the event managed to attract an entry of 15 
cars including an encouraging number of novice and first-time crews.

Out of the blocks straight away posting best performances on tests 1 
and 2, a farm complex and a disused road near Horsley, were Graeme 
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Cornthwaite and Ali Proctor, winners of the last three Borders. Also 
showing good early pace and a promise of things to come were 
Stephen Reynolds and Stuart ‘Bob’ Lamb, while Richard Derrick and 
Robert Duley were the pick of the Newcomer crews. On the Tynedale, 
Jim Drake and Elena Musson made their mark by taking the honours on 
test 1, while Dane Krupa and Joe Gornall were top Novices on test 2.

A short transport then took crews to a yard at Harlow Hill for test 3, 
where the soft ground around the very first cone caught out a number of 
the crews, including front runners Cornthwaite/Proctor who could only 
manage seventh after getting bogged down and hitting a cone further into 
the test. Top crew here, and following up their performance on this test 
on the 2015 event, were Reynolds/Lamb, with fellow experts Peter and 
Dougie Humphrey second. The next test, test 4, a long grassy track around 
Turpin’s Hill, saw a role reversal though, with Humphrey/Humphrey edging 
Reynolds/Lamb into second place in the slippery conditions.

Tests 5 to 8 were repeat runs of tests 1 to 4 and ran to form of earlier 
in the day, with Cornthwaite/Proctor posting best performances 
on tests 5 and 6, Reynolds/Lamb taking the honours on test 7 and 
Humphrey/Humphrey, test 8.  Making the most of the opportunity to 
improve on their first run were Peter Harrison and Simon Rooney, who 
posted a time that was over 40 seconds quicker on test 6. Also making 
amends were Drake/Musson who not only put in a clean run of test 6, 
following a wrong test the first time around, but grabbed an excellent 
second place on test 8.  In contrast, Jeff Pratt and Alan Edwards picked 
up both a test maximum and a broken headlight after their car slid 
off the gravel track near the finish on test 5, while a number of crews 
marred otherwise potentially good times on tests by hitting cones.

The venue for the last test, test 9, was a stubble field bordering the grassy 
track used for tests 4 & 8. This would have been a very fast test but for 
the rain. The muddy conditions didn’t spoil the enjoyment though, the 
assembled crews relishing in each other’s fortunes on the test. Masters 
of the magnificent slipperyness of it all were Humphrey/Humphrey, while 
Drake/Musson put in a terrific performance to grab another second 

Dane Krupa and Joe Gornall enjoying the stubble field 



COMPETITION

place. Suffering most were Reynolds/ Lamb, 
one of three or four crews that had to resort 
to their navigators pushing the car through 
the final few uphill turns of the test. In their 
case though, they couldn’t even better the test 
maximum!  Harrison/Rooney, as well as Luke 
and Bill Carroll, suffered a similar fate, the 
latter crew because they drove far more of the 
field than they were required to!

At the end of the first leg, Cornthwaite/Proctor 
tied with Humphrey/Humphrey for first place, 
while the consistent Derrick/Duley were third 
and best placed Newcomers. Meanwhile, on 
the Tynedale, Krupa/Gornall found themselves 
in an excellent fifth place on their very first 
event.

Key to Car clubs competing
MCR Mini Cooper Register 
KLMC Kirkby Lonsdale MC 
H Hadrian MSC 
HE Hexham MC 
M Morecambe MC 
W Whickham DMC
B Berwick MC 

To be continued….

Niall Cook

Car no Driver Club Navigator Club Time Penalties Total

1 Graeme 
Cornthwaite

KLMC Ali Proctor H 00:16:43 00:00:20 00:17:03

2 Peter 
Humphrey

B Douglas 
Humphrey

B 00:17:03 00:00:00 00:17:03

5 Richard Derrick MCR Robert Duley MCR 00:17:35 00:01:20 00:18:55

3 Stephen 
Reynolds

MCR Stuart Lamb MCR 00:18:49 00:00:20 00:19:09

15 Dane Krupa MCR Joe Gornall MCR 00:19:07 00:00:00 00:19:07

8 Keith Proudfoot MCR James Heron MCR 00:19:16 00:00:00 00:19:16

10 Chloe Browning MCR David Fletcher MCR 00:19:28 00:00:00 00:19:28

4 Ian Guthrie HE Jonathon Webb HE 00:20:19 00:00:00 00:20:19

7 Philip Brent MCR Graham 
Robinson

MCR 00:21:33 00:00:00 00:21:33

11 Jim Drake MCR Elena Musson H 00:20:34 00:00:00 00:20:34

6 Jeff Pratt MCR Alan Edwards HE 00:21:45 00:00:40 00:22:25

13 Peter Harrison MCR Simon Rooney H 00:23:20 00:00:20 00:23:40

14 Luke Carroll MCR Bill Carroll M 00:24:04 00:00:00 00:24:04

9 Sally Ann 
Hewitt

HE Mark Lewis HE 00:25:04 00:00:00 00:25:04

12 David Dickinson MCR Stuart Watson MCR DNS

Positions after leg 1:
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Jeff Pratt and Alan Edwards about to be set off on test 1 Jim Drake and Elena Musson give cone A on test 3 a wide berth

Phil Brent and Graham Robinson pushing hard on test 3 Luke and Bill Carroll tackle a slippery test 8



Yet again the MINI CHALLENGE grows. Bigger grids, more 
races, more MINI Festivals. This year the MINI CHALLENGE 

Championship will be at 13 events with the JCW class supporting the 
prestigious British GT package. Eight rounds for the JCWs and seven for 
the other classes as well as three MINI Festivals.

The Championship will enjoy various prizes including a Dunlop 
sponsored day in a BTCC car for the JCW Champion and one other 
driver from the other 3 classes. 

MINI CHALLENGE 2017 - Season preview
By David Young

COMPETITION

The other classes being the ‘Open Class’ for R56 and R53 MINIs 
running a regulated BHP per ton limit and treaded Dunlop Direzza 
tyres. Then there is the ‘Cooper Pro’ class which will be using the R50 
shell and a 135BHP engine with Dunlop slicks and Dynamic 15” rims. 
New for this year is the Cooper AM class utilising the same engine as 
the Pro class but using treaded tyres and limited gearbox options. Both 
Cooper classes are being targeted at the entry level drivers with limited 
experience or those that just want to have fun on a limited budget.

For 2017 the JCWs are having new specification Dunlop slick and wet 
tyres and a bigger engine oil cooler. They will be running at 255BHP 
and have a Scorpion stainless steel exhaust, a Quaife sequential dogbox, 
Tran X plated LSD, Alcon Brakes, Mintex pads, Owen Development 
spec turbo plus lots of other goodies.

The Cooper AM class is the new class where you can learn the basics 
and try out the MINI CHALLENGE without braking the bank. You can 
enter on a race by race basis or do the whole season. Here are a few 
ideas about ways in which to start racing.
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Charlie Butler Henderson at Brands Hatch

James Turkington leading the field at Rockingham

The Cooper Grid at the Brands Hatch MINI Festival

The Cooper at Cadwell Park
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Run the car yourself with friends

You don’t need to be part of a team to race in the MINI CHALLENGE, you 
can run your car yourself with a little bit of help from family or friends. To 
make your weekends a little easier, we’ve put together some tips.

• Bring a friend to help assist you. Someone with you can help keep 
you organised, help listen out for announcements and generally 
support you. Everyone is welcoming and if you’re not sure about 
what to do, come and find us.

• You’ll need some basic tools to fix any minor issues you may encounter. 
You may want to bring at least two sets of wheels and a wheel jack. You 
could also bring spare parts or consumables if you have them. Don’t 
forget you’ll need enough fuel for the 2-3 races and your qualifying.

• You’ll need to make sure your car is in racing order as it will be 
scrutineered to ensure its safe.

• Ensure you have read the regulations for your class and that you 
understand everything. If you’re not sure, please ask us.

• Don’t forget as with any MSA racing, you’ll need to be wearing all of 
the correct race equipment. This is all detailed in the MSA Blue book.

Have a team run your own car

There are a number of advantages to having a race team look after you 
and your car.

• You can focus on the racing and not worry about the car.

• The team deal with everything on the car including checks, replacing 
parts, fuel etc.

• They can guide you throughout the race event so you know when 
and where you need to be.

COMPETITION

• Some teams offer driver training to help you improve your racing 
techniques.

If you would prefer to have a team look after you and your car, we can 
help you find a suitable team.

Arrive and Drive with a Team

The easiest way to start racing in the MINI CHALLENGE is to organise 
an Arrive and Drive package with one of the teams.

• The team own the car and you rent it. They also provide support 
and include some or all consumables.

• They look after all aspects of the car and take all the worries 
away so you can enjoy the racing.

The 2016 MINI Challenge champion Rob Brady ran his own car with 
support from his family on a very limited budget. It is not all about the 
size of your wallet!

David Young

The JCW grid at Donington Park

Neil Newstead and Jono Brown leading the JCW pack at Oulton Park

2017 MINI CHALLENGE CALENDER
JCWs

Round 1 15/17 April Oulton Park

Round 2 29/30 April Rockingham

Round 3 27/28 May Snetterton 300

Round 4 10/11 June Silverstone 500

Round 5 15/16 July Brands Hatch Indy, MINI Festival

Round 6 5/6 August Brands Hatch GP

Round 7 19 August Oulton Park, MINI Festival

Round 8 23/24 September Donington Park

Cooper Pro, Cooper AM & Open Classes

Round 1 13/14 May Snetterton 200, MINI Festival

Round 2 3/4 June Silverstone National

Round 3 24 June Rockingham

Round 4 15/16 July Brands Hatch Indy, MINI Festival

Round 5 19 August Oulton Park, MINI Festival

Round 6 16/17 September Donington Park GP

Round 7 28/29 September Snetterton 300
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2016 RAC Rally of the tests
By Neil Johnson

and the previous occupants of the driving seat. It 
is Paddy’s personal car and it has been rallied by 
him, Roger Clark and Rauno Aaltonen, so there 
was no way I could come back without a trophy! 
“The car was absolutely fantastic throughout the 
event, and didn’t miss a beat. The only thing we 
had to do was put petrol in, which was a tribute 
to Mini Sport’s meticulous preparation standards.”

6 EMO was built by Paddy’s former co-driver 
Alec Poole as the first of a special run of Works 
replica BMC Minis and was used by the legendary 
Irishman to win the 1990 Pirelli Classic Marathon.

Since then, it has been entrusted to the care of 
Mini Sport, the leading Mini specialists based 
in Padiham, Lancashire. The idea of contesting 
the 2016 RAC Rally of the Tests was formulated 
after a meeting with Paddy and Chris Harper, 
managing director of Mini Sport, earlier this year.

“Steve’s connections with Mini Sport go back 
many years, and we were very happy to 
support him on the 2013 Rally of the Tests in 
his own ‘Orangebox’ Mini, and more recently in 
the last year’s HRCR Clubmans Championship 
which he won outright,” explained Chris.

“It seemed a natural progression to use 6 EMO 
this year, and I’m delighted with the class win, 
the attention the car attracted throughout the 
event, and the way the car performed. Some of 

MINI SPORT of Padiham driver, Steve Entwistle and navigator Henry Carr in the iconic Paddy 
Hopkirk Mini 6 EMO, proved to be an unbeatable combination on the 2016 RAC Rally of the 

Tests. For the pairing won their class by 1 min 35 seconds after the gruelling four-day event which 
took crews on a 700-mile route from Bournemouth to Chester.

Entwistle, who won the 2015 HRCR Clubman's championship, was in sensational form on the special 
tests, finishing second overall and beaten only by the two-litre BDG-engined Ford Escort of Dutch crew 
Peter Naakgeboren and Bart den Hartog. Despite having only 1275cc under the bonnet, Entwistle and 
navigator Carr, also posted three outright fastest times. They were in the top ten on 75% of the tests, 
which ranged from airfields and kart circuits to the perimeter roads of Chepstow race course.

“We set out with the aim of winning our class, and we were delighted to achieve that after a very, very 
tough four days,” said Entwistle who lives in Blackburn. “The chance to drive 6 EMO was a dream come 
true for me, thanks to the generosity of Paddy and Mini Sport. “I was very conscious of the car’s heritage 

6 EMO being flagged off on the start line

Pushing hard on the test stage



“They are a real ‘sting in the tail’ test of exhausted crews, and 
designed to be navigated without a map or trip meter. The route card 
is descriptive with distances, which means you are driving on tracks 
that aren’t on Ordnance Survey maps. So farmyards, footpaths and 
fields are all fair game, which certainly makes things interesting when 
timed to the second! The high point of this year was tackling the 
MOD base at Swynnerton on Saturday night. It’s on mixed surfaces, 
and navigation is all by Tulip diagram. There are 75 junctions, with 
a control every two miles, most with a passage check in between. 
There are several cars on the course on different laps, and we got 6 
EMO up to 85mph on the fastest section, which was impressive to say 
the least. Henry did a fantastic job in there, his navigation and timing 
was absolutely spot-on.”

“It’s easy to see why the RAC Rally of the Tests has the reputation as 
being one of the best regularity rallies in the world, and why it attracts 
the cream of European crews. For me, if I only ever did one rally a year, 
it would be this one” concluded Steve.

Neal Johnstone

the times Steve set on the special tests were amazing considering he was 
up against a host of Porsche 911s and a two-litre Ford Escort.”

A recreation of the classic RAC Rallies of the 1950s and organised by the 
Historic Endurance Rally Organisation (HERO), the Rally of the Tests 
is no scenic tour - and this year’s was acknowledged by the 99 crews 
from 13 countries as being the best and the toughest. The rally started 
in Bournemouth with a special test around the Winter Gardens and then 
an hour-long regularity on Thursday evening. Friday’s leg comprised ten 
special tests and seven regularities, with crews competing virtually non-
stop for ten hours before the overnight halt in Bristol.

A special ceremony at the RAC headquarters in Bristol at 8am on 
Saturday saw the crews flagged off by Hopkirk who had flown in from 
Sicily to watch 6 EMO in action. With a total of 12 tests and eight 
regularities packed into 12 hours, it was a very tired set of competitors 
who made it to the overnight halt in Stoke. The final leg saw another 
seven tests and five regularities before the survivors took the chequered 
flag in a ceremonial finish in Chester centre on Sunday afternoon.

One of the unique features of the Rally of the Tests is the final regularity 
of each day, as Entwistle explained:
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Navigating around a tarmac test stage

Paddy Hopkirk flagging off his own car!
Paddy standing proud along side 
of his winning rally car
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Heritage Mk1 shell

Some will be delighted that after so 
many years of promises and rumours 
and backward steps, British Motor 
Heritage has, at last, despite all the 
misgivings of the great and good, 
produced a Mk1 bodyshell. This was 
on display at the Classic Motor Show 
at the NEC in November. Having 
waited so long, most knew that 
to produce an accurate Mk1 shell 
would be a tall order – and so it has 
proved. Inspecting the shell in detail 
showed it to be frankly awful. From 
a distance, it looked great, but close 

inspection revealed just what problems they had encountered in 
back dating a Mk5 shell to an acceptable Mk1 shell. I had assumed, 
despite it being a bit of a bodge, it may appeal to FIA race builders, 
but looking at the way the floor had been constructed, in two 
halves, stitch welded either side of the longitudinal tunnel, I doubt 
its overall strength. Attempts have been made to produce an 
acceptable looking front bulkhead but in so doing, the welded 
plate used in order to re-produce the speedo hole plate down to 
the cross member was frankly terrible. Much the same was found 
where the rear window was made smaller, with the rear window 
swage to hold the windscreen rubber being very ugly. And as for the 
external hinges, they were fitted so badly that the resulting door fit 
was frankly terrible. 

I could go on. The poor Heritage chap on the stand received it with 
both barrels from the assembled MCR contingent, who descended 
on the stand to inspect the shell. He did, in their defence; clearly 
state that the shell was a prototype and it was a “work in progress” 
but said, to his credit, that they were determined to make good 
their promise and produce the Mk1 shell everyone wanted. Having 
heard that, I had some sympathy for them but on reflection, I feel it 
has done them more harm than good to show publically such a poor 
rendition of the Mk1 shell. Time will tell if they do manage to correct 
the many faults that the shell has. Without doubt, even if they do, it 
will never satisfy someone who wishes to reshell a car back to as new 
condition. Whether it gets enough sales from people less pernickety, 
I don’t really know but with a price tag of £9,950 (plus VAT?) I don’t 
think folk will be queuing around the block for these. Would you 
reshell a competition car, let alone a Works car with this shell? Well, 

at the moment I doubt it but, of course, that would be perfectly 
acceptable to the DVLA but not, it would seem, using a restored 
period shell. Let’s hope the shell soon improves.

Lamentable LBL 6D

Back onto my hobby horse of the condition of the three Works cars 
held at the recently re-named British Motor Museum at Gaydon. 
Readers here may perhaps remember that I, along with Chris 
Spennewyn, spent the best part of a day at Gaydon with the curator 
of the Museum, Stephan Lang, three years ago back in January 2014, 
and discussed with him all the many points that these three great 
cars needed addressing in order to bring them up to scratch. I then 
produced a report on each car for his consideration. At the time I was 
very hopeful that Gaydon would take on at least the simple and less 
expensive things that needed doing relatively quickly. We as a club 
even courted the idea of helping them with a donation, which, with 
hindsight, I’m glad we decided against. Sadly, to this very date, to my 
certain knowledge, not one single solitary item has been attended to 
on the list I gave Stephen Lang.

So, it was undoubly annoying to see LBL 6D proudly displayed at 
the NEC on the British Motor Museum’s large and impressive stand. 
The car is still devoid of the simple expediency of a chrome finishing 
strip around the wheel arches and sill. How long and how much 
would that cost to fix? Missing ‘S’ badges and with its completely 
incorrect seats still in place, it really is a sad sight to see this grand 
old car so unkempt. Whether they ever get around to doing the car 
before it deteriorates still further, I just don’t know. But with the huge 
finances at their disposal, I no longer believe it is a matter of money. 
I just doubt there is the will and knowledge to attend to these cars 
properly – and that’s been the case for years. All they have to do is 
ask, and we would be only too willing to help but Stephan Lang seems 

Robert Young
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The new Heritage Mk1 bodyshell at its NEC launch

LBL 6D displayed at the NEC still missing simply fixed items
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to have just his own interest in particular cars which don’t seem to 
include the Works Minis, so they just languish. All rather sad.

6 EMO wins on Rally of the Tests

It’s great to report that Steve Entwhistle, navigated by Henry Carr, 
came home with a fine class win on the RAC Rally of the Tests driving 
6 EMO. The car, sponsored by Mini Sport of Padiham, is owned by 
Paddy Hopkirk and was the car, built by Alec Poole, in which they 
won the 1990 Pirelli Marathon. The car has also been used in serious 
competition by the likes of Roger Clark and also Rauno Aaltonen, 
so Steve had to bring back some silverware – and of course, the 
car in one piece. This he did in fine style and the new partnership 
with Henry on the maps and stopwatch, worked very well. The car, 
prepared by Mini Sport, where Chris Harper and his team have years 
of experience in building rally cars that are both strong and reliable, 
didn’t miss a beat - and only required replenishing with fuel over the 
entire four days. 

Starting from Bournemouth and finishing in Chester, the 700 mile 
event, contested by 100 crews from 13 countries, was a mix of timed 
auto tests and regularity sections. This is no Touring Assembly run with 
twelve hour days with many tests and regularities each day on the legs 
up to Bristol and Stoke. Steve was continually posting top ten times on 
the tests and in fact came second overall on the tests, grabbing three 
fastest times and only being headed by a 2 litre BDG Escort. A class 
win, by a considerable margin, was just reward for their efforts. See the 
full report elsewhere in CooperWorld. Well done Steve.

Robert Young

Steve Entwhistle at the finish of the Rally of the Tests in a fine class win

Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

Well, after years of waiting British 
Motor Heritage (BMH) finally unveiled 
their long awaited Mk1 Mini bodyshell 
at the NEC Classic Motor Show. 
Whatever was produced was, of 
course, always going to be something 
of a compromise as even the Mk1 Mini 
bodyshell underwent a myriad of small 
and not so small changes in its eight 
years of production that the man in the 
street would be blissfully unaware of.

Now sit down, relax and travel back 
with me to the early 1970s. You may 

be surprised to learn that British Leyland 
are still producing a Mk1 shell of sorts 

which was effectively a Mk 2 shell with a Mk1 back panel and lower 
dash rail i.e. it had a number of later features such as the Mk3 style 

Simon Wheatcroft

front parcel shelf and later wiper motor mounting. So, if you were 
re-shelling a damaged Mk1 it wasn’t all plain sailing even then. Back 
to today and the BMH offering had some features that one would not 
expect to compromise on with it supposedly being a Mk1 bodyshell, 
such as the size of the rear window aperture and the switch panel 
aperture etc, but with the biggest problem likely to have to be 
overcome being the mounting of the front subframe, it was indeed 
disappointing to see that the bodyshell displayed had a front floor and 
bulkhead from a post 1976 car.

The ‘new’ Mk1 shell looking good from this distance

If your car came back from the restorers like this how would you 
feel about it?

I’m sure the final product will be much better finished than this
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In their defence, BMH did say that it was only a prototype shell and 
had been rushed out for the show but one cannot help thinking that 
they would have been better advised to spend the next year getting 
it right because, as a new product announcement, it was pretty much 
a PR disaster. Whilst it garnered much attention, the reception was 
less than enthusiastic especially with the £10k plus VAT price that was 
mooted. Those significant deviations mentioned above together with 
door gaps that you could almost put your fingers through, and other 
poor quality panel work such as the way the floors were put together, 
meant that the product as displayed was greeted with a pretty much 
equal mixture of derision and disbelief.

Comments on various forums and social media ranged somewhere 
between “absolutely horrendous” to “utter, utter, utter c**p” with 
positive comments being few and far between. Hopefully, it will spur 
BMH on to get it right next time and it will be interesting to see how 
the finished product emerges. Of course, having bought a shell it may 
still require some tweaking to get it right for your year of car and 
you’ll still need to paint it so it’s never going to be a cheap option for 
a restoration and if you have the original bodyshell £12k will get you a 
lot of restoration work carried out to a good standard.

Last month I mentioned the low mileage Mk1 S that had been sold in 
the USA, well that prompted Blake Elkins to get in touch about a car 
he had bought in France a couple of years ago that had only covered a 
shade over 30,000 of those dinky little metric kilometres, or less than 
20,000 miles!

I’ll let Blake tell the story: “In January 2015 I had a call from a guy in 
Paris claiming he had pulled a late 1964 S out from a garage where it 
had been stored since 1972. He was claiming the car was a one owner 
from new with a genuine 30,000km which was the correct mileage, 
and as you can imagine my first thought was ‘that’s impossible’. After 
numerous emails and pictures back and forth it turned out the car was, 
indeed, a genuine 1275S with 30,000km from new.

The original owner passed away in 2014 and, of all his cars, the Mini 
was the only one in the garage. The owner was an aircraft engineer 
so the Mini had a lot of funny little things added to it by him such as, 
quick release boot hinge pins, quick release opening windows pins, 
the right hand tank has had a tap fitted, so it acts as a reserve tank, 
long lever flasher for the headlights, an ‘Easy Start’ can inside the 
car connected to the air-box. The car also had two bucket seats, 
the driver’s side one had a radio attached under the seat which was 
operated by string attached to the side of the seat. The car came with 
its original seats which are now back in the car and are as new.

We got the car back to Cambridge and did a mechanical overhaul. 
Unfortunately, the engine was seized solid so Steve Burkinshaw and 
his wizard mechanic Mick rebuilt the engine. It’s now back in the car 
all up and running. The whole underside was covered in thick clay like 
mud which I think somehow sealed it up which meant no corrosion at 
all on the underside of the car. Paintwork is all original other than the 

driver’s side (left) wing which has been painted at some point. All the 
body panels are totally original and in perfect condition. Inside is as 
new and, again, totally original like it left the factory. 

This really in my mind is the Holy Grail Mk1 S and I've never seen an 
original car in such good condition.”

I think you’ll agree that this car was a fantastic find. For those who 
like to know such things, Blake’s car was built in December 1964 

Mk3 onwards style front parcel shelf & lower rail The stuff that dreams are made of – the as found barn find – a 
virtually untouched 30,000 Km from new Cooper S

Back on the road for the first time in 40 years plus

Note the unusual rear reflectors
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Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Analysis of the MK1 Mini Cooper 
998 register.

Having completed an analysis on the 
997 Cooper in the not too distant 
past, I thought it was high time that the 
998 Cooper had the spotlight firmly 
attached to it.

The Mk1 Cooper register was started 
way back at the inception of the Mini 
Cooper Register in 1986, when a list 
of known surviving cars was initially 
compiled. Since those early days the 
list has grown somewhat and includes, 
not only current cars, but those that 

and despatched on New Year’s Eve. Is this the lowest mileage Mk1 
S still in existence?

If you look at the picture of the back of Blake’s car you’ll see that it 
has extra reflectors fitted to the back lights and bizarrely another 
member got in touch about his French spec. car that has the same 
feature. I don’t recall seeing it before on early Minis in France but 
it does seem a bit of a coincidence that two cars, both Morris ones 
from hundreds of miles apart have what appear to be exactly the 
same reflectors. 

The reflector on the red car has been mounted by drilling through the 
standard reflector and is retained in place with a nut. The cars were 
built about two years apart and the extra reflector does not appear in 
the BMC parts list so one can only assume they were attached locally.

That’s all this month.
 
Simon Wheatcroft

Close up view of a reflector on another French spec. car

have fallen by the wayside, as well as cars that have been ‘spotted’ 
by members. The register has also served as an informal record of 
the cars produced highlighting certain changes in production over 
the years. This has been a particularly invaluable source of gleaning 
information on the cars since the Heritage archive ‘Ledger number 
57’ is missing. So, if you have a car with a chassis number from 
615701 up to 622050 you will not be able to obtain a Heritage 
Certificate for it. However, some of the production information that 
we do have I must thank John Parnell for, who found a list of invoices 
and similar on one of his many visits to Gaydon.

Total cars on the register are 1,177 of which 584 are listed as Austin 
and 593 are the Morris variant. A colour breakdown of the cars on 
the register is as follows: 

Figures given as a percentage. Old English white =OEW
Tartan red with a black roof   24
Almond green with an OEW roof  23
OEW with a black roof   14
Island blue with an OEW roof  12
Tweed grey with an OEW roof  9
Tartan red with a white roof  3
Surf blue with an OEW roof   3
Black monotone    2
Smoke grey with an OEW roof  2
British Racing green   1
Fiesta yellow with an OEW roof  1 
Other Monotone colours   2
Other non-production colours  4

As expected Tartan red stays the most popular colour, this is 
repeated through the 997 Cooper register as well. Some popular 
997 colours are listed, but remember Surf blue, Fiesta yellow and 
Smoke grey were all phased out during 998 Cooper production and 
Island blue and Tweed grey were both introduced partway through 
production. Other non-standard colours seem to be featuring as well, 
monotone coloured cars, and those with the same colour roof panel 
were available as a special order. Of these black was clearly the most 
popular colour and a couple of these cars on the register also had 
factory fitted red hide trim. Another two have ‘Wicker’ effect trim 
on the outside as per Peter Sellers’ car in the film ‘A Shot in the Dark’ 
which may have inspired this choice. British Racing green seems to 
have been a popular colour choice too and thus some have said that 
perhaps BMC should have considered this as a production colour. 
However, cars on the register vary in shade and perhaps some may 
even be metallic. Unfortunately, the register does not contain photos 
of every Cooper listed.

Of the ‘other’ colours there are quite a few over the years that the 
Cooper was first produced. Owners have had differing ideas on 
what best suited their car colour wise. For some owners the colour 
should be that of a ‘coach-built’ car whilst others of a competition car 
perhaps. Examples of some of the variety of colours are; Midnight 
blue, Jaguar dark blue, Silver, Orange, light Tan, Sandglow, Targa red, 
Maroon and Willow green.

The very first Morris 998 Cooper was built on the 20th November 
in 1963 and this car is registered as 931 VYC. Finished in Tartan red 
with a black roof, it has been owned by an MCR member for quite 
some time. The first Austin was not built until January the following 
year and the earliest Austin on the register is ACE 202B which was 
finished in OEW with a black roof. The car was built on the 13th 
January 1964 and, again, registered to an MCR member but has been 
out of the scene for some time now.

The last Austin/ Morris Coopers were recorded as being built in 
October 1967 which interestingly, seems to overlap the start of 
production of the MK2 998 Cooper, with the first having been 
recorded as being built in September of the same year. As for the 
register, it seems to be a little vague as to which was the very last 
car built as some chassis numbers go beyond the ‘last’ numbers, 
even if the registration suffix is correct for a Mk1. So, what would 
appear to be the youngest 998 Cooper on the register is NRX 703F 
which is a Morris finished in Island Blue. There are 28 Coopers 
registered with the ‘F’ registration suffix, some listed as being 
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registered well after MK2 production was under way. Perhaps then 
Mk1 Coopers were not as popular as the new Mk 2 was with its 
square rear lights and black trim. And as we all know, some Mk1 
owners even adding the square rear lights to their cars in favour of 
the original as well as painting their brocade trim black! How times 
have changed resulting in many different methods being employed 
to remove the black ‘stuff’ to reveal, once again, the precious 
brocade trim. But that subject alone could be covered in an article 
all of its own but on another day perhaps!

That’s all for this month and a great 2017 to all.

Barbara Alexander

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Happy New Year to everyone, 
particularly all Mk11 S owners, welcome 
to 2017.

This year, as you probably already 
know, marks the 50th anniversary of 
the introduction of the Mk11 Mini 
and, therefore, the flagship model our 
Mk11 Mini Cooper S. The Mk11 was 
announced at the Earls Court Motor 
Show on 17th October 1967, just over 
8 years after the launch of the original 
Mk1 Mini. 

A revamp was clearly necessary in 
the face of competition from other 

manufacturers, particularly from Ford with the imminent launch of its 
new Escort due in January 1968. The actual redesign only started in 
March of 1967 and this led to initial shortages of the redesigned grill and 
tail lights from component suppliers, which meant at one point BMC 
had to store, for a time, no less than 22,000 incomplete vehicles. 

The actual changes were not as radical as expected and, perhaps 
most surprisingly, the exterior door hinges and sliding windows were 
retained. But it needs to be remembered that BMC were at this time in 
financial trouble and cost cutting was becoming the name of the game. 
The update to a monotone vinyl interior (black for Coopers except for 
some very early cars), larger rear window, rear lights, updated front 
grill and new badges were successful though, in giving the car a more 
contemporary feel which was a hit with the car buying public. It's no 
surprise then, that many a Mk1 was 'updated' at the time by painting the 
interior vinyl black and grafting in Mk11 rear lights! This alteration proved 
to be a real pain for restorers of these cars to correct years later. 

Nick Hunter

Concentrating on the S, the mechanicals were carried over from 
the Mk1 S, so the Mk11 benefited from all the homologation parts 
which made the Mk1 such a success in motorsport. It's interesting 
to note that if Stuart Turner had had his way the ‘S’ would have 
been running with twin 1.5inch carburettors by this point. So, 
with the cosmetic updates and the latest motorsport derived 

Revised front end of car with rectangular grill and bonnet 
moulding, bumpers without bar ends and revised badging to the 
legendary oval shape

Updated interior to fashionable all black, no doubt considerably 
cheaper than brocade. Still no rev counter as standard, 
aftermarket one fitted here together with smaller steering wheel

The legendary and very optimistic 130mph Mk11 S speedo and 
note the yellow markings for gear change points

Side view showing wheel rims now painted in silver rather than 
Mk1 cream, external door hinges carried over from the Mk1
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mechanicals, was the Mk11 the ultimate Cooper S? I may be slightly 
biased here but I think so.

I'm sure this anniversary will be celebrated throughout the year at 
various Mini shows, but it seems fitting that the Mk11 Cooper and 
Cooper S owners within the MCR should do something specifically 
for the sporting Mk11 variants. With this in mind, there will be a 
feature display organised by Graham Robinson and I in the main 
arena for members wishing to show their cars at our National Day at 
Beaulieu on June 11th. 

As ever, your car does not need to be a show car, just a good original 
example. In fact if anyone has a barn find or part restored car that would 
be more than welcome too. It would be fantastic to think we could 
achieve a display of 20 plus cars as that would be quite a spectacle. If you 
would like to be part of this important celebration please get in touch 
with me for the Cooper S and Graham Robinson for the Cooper.

That's all for now

Cheers

Nick Hunter 

Cooper Mk 2 Register

Happy New Year to you all! 2017 already and preparations for our 
favourite cars 50th anniversary are gathering pace. Check out what 
is in store for you all at this year’s Mini Cooper Day at Beaulieu by 
taking a look at Nick Hunter’s Cooper S MK11 registrar’s report. And 
whilst taking about Beaulieu, I would like to say many thanks to Clive 
Brook for being the first to offer his car for the display.

In last month’s issue I gave an update on Jim Massie’s restoration of his car 
and I can now give you a further update. Jim has finally started fitting the 
interior back in his car and so he is well on the way to finishing it following 
a lengthy delay. However, he has now been able to shed some light on the 
issues that had delayed his progress. As you may recall, the body was in a 
very poor state and Jim carried out all the fabrication and welding himself. 
Having done so much of the work, in a fit of madness, he decided to try 
and do as much of the remaining work on the car as possible. 

First things first, he needed to spray the shell to protect the work he 
had done and give the paint time to harden whilst he was building up 
the sub frames/engine etc. As he was using two pack paint this meant 
an initial search for the right specification protective gear to enable 
him to do so. This included an air fed helmet and some appropriate 
protective clothing which was all sourced via ebay in nearly new 

Graham Robinson

Revised rear end with larger rear lights and rear window 
compared to the Mk1. Revised badging but no easy way to 
distinguish a Morris from an Austin at the rear

condition for less than £100 (he already had compressors). Preparation 
of the shell for painting took a long time. He had to remove all traces 
of under seal, paint etc, and then build up a smooth finish using etch 
primer followed by several coats of high build primer. This was then 
followed with what felt like a never ending process of fine filling and 
rubbing down. After all the preparation, applying five coats of colour 
seemed the easy part and ensured he had enough depth of paint in 
order to flat it off and polish it to a gloss finish and fortunately not that 
much was actually required. Jim’s advice is to make sure you mask up 
previously painted areas well, overspray is a nightmare to get off. 

The sub frames, brakes and suspension were not in as bad a 
condition as the rest of the car, but they still needed extensive work 
to refurbish them. He decided to leave the brakes and hydrolastic 
suspension standard but as a precaution replaced most of the critical 
components on the braking system.

Next the engine, although running when he bought the car, Jim decided 
to take no chances and embarked on a full strip and rebuild and was 
glad he did as it turned out. The more he dismantled the engine the 
worse it got, inner valve springs and oil seals missing, valves pitted, 
mains and big ends worn with considerable end float on the crank. He 
also discovered that the cylinder bores were scored and suspects that 
this was due to the fact that there were no oil scrapers on any of the 
pistons! Whoever had previously built the engine had used two old 
compression rings instead! The clutch plate was down to the rivets but 
fortunately hadn't marked the flywheel. The list went on. 

He had the crank re-ground; the block re-bored and then started work. 
As part of the rebuild he fitted an up-rated oil pump and water pump, 
duplex timing chain, complete new clutch, rebuilt the head completely 
with new valves, seats re-cut, ports cleaned and polished, centre oil 
pickup, new layshaft and bearings and replaced all the usual consumables. 

The electrics turned out to be a nightmare too. The cable insulation 
in the old wiring loom was perished and the wire brittle, so a new 

Jim’s shell all prepped and ready for the top coat

Wow! What a superb finish he achieved
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loom was required. Connecting it all up proved relatively simple, 
although he did have to remake many of the spade/bullet connections 
as they were poor and would have given problems in the future. 
Always worth checking these things!

As the sub frames had been trial fitted before painting there was no 
problem fitting them and the engine to the shell. New brake and 
hydrolastic pipes and a new RC40 exhaust system completed the 
underside of the car. 

Preparing to start an engine for the first time after a rebuild always gives 
one mixed feelings however, once Jim had built up the oil pressure and 
reconnected the coil HT lead it started first time and sounded fantastic. 

Extreme care in putting the bonnet, boot and some chrome work on 
to avoid any damage to the paintwork meant that the car finally looked 
like he was making some progress. Now that Jim has started fitting the 
interior, there’s still a long way to go but the end is in sight.  

Many thanks to Jim for the update and after all his hard work it 
sounds like his car is going to be something special. Don’t forget, Jim 
and I would like to hear from you if you can help with my appeal last 
month to identify the material for a MKII roof headlining. 

Well that’s about it for now. If you would like to share your MKII 
Cooper experiences, please get in touch with me. 

Happy Coopering!!

Graham Robinson 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

The November 1970 built Mk 3 S 
that I mentioned last month was in 
the Duemila Route auction made 
an impressive €26,880 Euros. It was 
dismissed in some quarters as being 
an Innocenti shell but it still had 
its original B20D body number tag 
on the front panel and FE number 
tag on the inner wing. So, it was 
certainly not an Innocenti shell 
despite the doors with ¼ lights and 
inner pockets.

Another car that has come up for 
sale is the ex Vortz Mk 3 Cooper S 
registered HVW 10H. This car left the 

production line in early 1970 as a 1275GT, but when I first saw it 
in the early 1980s it was already in a round nose bodyshell. Nik 
Vrotsos used the car as a Vortz development hack for a few years. 
After a close encounter with a Triumph, it required extensive front 
end repairs and Nik persuaded the registration authority of the 
day that it should acquire an XAD1 chassis number prefix (rather 
than XAD2), whilst retaining the original six digits of the chassis 
number as it was a Vortz Mk 3 S. The commission number tag 
was still that of the original 1275GT. The car was exported over 
twenty years ago and currently resides in Austria. It has acquired 
Group 2 arches, Minilite wheels and various other ‘go faster’ parts 
in the intervening years.

Simon Wheatcroft

Jim’s engine looking better than when it came out of the factory

A very tidy looking underside

Original B20D body number tag on the Mk 3 S in Italy

Not a very Innocenti interior despite the ¼ lights on the doors
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WVH 777J is a car I’ve mentioned a couple of times previously and, at 
the time of writing, has the honour of being the dearest Mk 3 S seen 
advertised to date. This January 1971 built car was previously painted 
Blaze/white. Since being restored it has struggled to find a private 
owner and seems to be one of those cars that goes around the classic 
car auction circuit. This time it had acquired a lamp bar, lights and had 
lost its hub caps when it was spotted in the auction at the NEC Classic 
Car Show. The lamp bar and lights must have done the trick because 
it sold for £28,688 including buyers premium and that, despite being 
described as being Blaze red in colour and having gold wheels. It is hard 
to tell from the pictures whether it is Blaze or Flame red, but probably 
Flame red. Very, very shortly thereafter it popped up at GC Motors for 
sale at “offers around £45,000”! For the uninitiated, GC Motors offer 
classic Minis for sale at remarkably high prices and seem to have the 

same stock of cars for sale for literally years. One cannot help thinking 
that perhaps these two facts might be linked.

And finally, a car that has changed hands privately. You may recall that 
UCD 551J returned to these shores from the USA a few months back 
and has been reunited with its original registration number. Built in 
October 1970, this is a pretty original Bronze yellow car with only 
60k miles from new on the clock, which was originally supplied by 
Caffyns of Brighton. The car was for sale in the far north east of our 
fair country but the seller had trouble persuading anyone to travel 
that far to view it!

Simon Wheatcroft
HVW as it looks these days – still RHD and sitting on 6” Minilites

UCD 551J when it was across the pond

WVH 777J as it appeared in the NEC auction catalogue

HVW 10H after a close encounter with a Triumph Toledo or Dolomite

Mini Super Register

This month I have two recently 
discovered cars to add to my register 
of Super survivors and they are both 
residing overseas.

The first, an Austin, is from Portugal and is 
currently for sale as I type my report but 
someone living in Madrid is considering 
buying the car. The intention is for the car 
to be restored to its former glory however, 
it would be a mammoth task as its body 
shell is in very poor condition as well as all 
Super parts required to restore the car to 
factory spec are missing. Certainly it would 
make for an interesting story for the future!

The second car, a Surf blue Super, has recently been purchased by 
MCR member Jan Petterson, who is Swedish but lives in Paris and is a 
great Mini enthusiast. 

Jan’s first Mini, purchased in 1998, was a City which Jan modified in 
the way you do when you are 21. When Jan sold the car to a friend 
he replaced it with a very rare Lamm cabriolet. He then added a 
Mini Clubman, a Mini Van and a Mini Marcos. So, the newly acquired 
Super, is one of six Minis Jan now owns and he is an avid believer that 
his cars should be used. 

Garry Dickens
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Jan bought his Super from a friend living in Strasbourg. Jan’s friend 
had owned the car for about ten years. The little car had spent its 
early life in Paris but little else is known about it before that, except 
it had been owned by a girl living in the Alsace region of Colmar. 
Jan remembers seeing the car back in around 2000, at a Mini show, 
not knowing that it was a Super or that the model even existed. It 
was only recently that Jan became aware of the Mini Super model, 
through reading the MCR Super register section.

Around the same time, Jan’s friend decided he wanted to sell the car and 
that he would like Jan to buy it off him, knowing it would have a good 
owner. The Super had not been used for about three years as it had been 
suffering from overheating problems and only running on three cylinders. 
Thus, it would more than likely require a new cylinder head. Although 
the car was very solid and in part quite original, the complete interior was 
incorrect and the grille-bar embellishments were missing among other 
things. Jan was not ready at the time to buy an additional car but kindly 
sorted the overheating problems for the owner by obtaining a correct 
cylinder head. This head had come from another Super and had been 
reconditioned and converted to run on unleaded petrol.

I first met Jan at the MCR Cooper Day at Beaulieu. He told me 
about the Super and that he hoped to buy it by the end of this year. 

Jan's car as found

Incorrect interior

Engine now with replacement head

An amazing bit of luck was that for sale at Beaulieu was a complete 
Powder blue interior for the car! And although Jan did not yet own 
the Super, he could not resist buying the interior in anticipation that at 
some time in the near future he probably would.

After buying the car, which now is running very well, Jan has a correct 
radiator and heater to fit to it thereby replacing the incorrect items. 
He also intends to remove the front and rear ‘Nudge-bars’ and fit 
correct over-riders and extensions. He is working on a plan to obtain 
grille-bars. 

While removing the Strasbourg number plates, he found the original 
Parisian registration number painted on the back plates!
The body is quite good and was repainted some years ago after his 
friend was side-swiped by another car. So, not much renovating is 
required but just a little tidying. During 2017 Jan intends to drive the 
Super to the IMM meeting in Ireland and to Beaulieu, where I am sure 
it will create much attention.

If your copy of CooperWorld arrives before Christmas - which it 
probably will - then I would have been a little hasty in having wished 
you all a Merry Christmas. So again, Merry Christmas and a ‘Super’ 
New Year!

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of a Super, have any stories 
relating to one, then please let me know, even if the car no longer exists.

Garry Dickens

1275GT Register

When you consider the prominent 
figures in the British Motor Industry 
there is one name that gets a minimal 
amount of credit for his contribution. 
I am referring to Roy D Haynes, who 
had his part to play in the Mini story 
but has never had wide recognition 
for it.

The first noted landmark in Roy’s 
automotive design career was during 
his time at Ford in the mid 1960s. As 
chief stylist, he was responsible for the 
design of the MK2 Cortina, which in 
1967 was Britains’ best selling car. Total 
production of the car amounted to 
1,024,869 cars between 1967 and 1970.

Having made a move to BMC late 1967 as director of styling, and 
rumoured to be less than a fan of the Issigonis’ designs, Roy put his 
talents to use on the design of updated Mini variants starting with 
the Clubman, which, alongside the 1275GT, was launched in 1969. 

Alan Clark

Roy’s Prototype for a Hatchback Clubman



Mini Cooper Register | 53

REGISTERS

However, Issigonis was reported to be horrified by the new design 
and declared “they’ve ruined my car”.

The period of Roy’s involvement at BMC, and latterly within the 
BL Empire, coincided with a turbulent period for the British motor 
industry. Industrial unrest and resistance to change from both unions 
and management were significant factors in the limitations placed on 
designers. Likewise, a lack of funding also killed off forward thinking 
designs like Roy’s plans for a Clubman hatchback. 

These factors were borne out in one of Roy’s subsequent projects, 
a successor to the Morris Minor and the ‘Farina’ models. With the 
constrains of time and budgets to consider, Roy came up with a 
simple design which used a great deal of existing parts within the BL 
group wrapped in a new shell; the result being the Morris Marina.

Despite the conservative design and criticism of the Marina, it 
fitted neatly into the mid-range sector, between cars like the 
Escort and the Cortina and sold well, with 250,000 cars built 
in the first two years of production. Again, as with the Mini 
Clubman/1275GT, Roy’s designs seem to result in cars that stay 
in production far longer than intended. In the case of the Marina, 
nine years passed before the Ital took over which was little more 
than a facelift exercise in any event.

Where there are no limitations on designers, their talents can be left 
to explore new and revolutionary ideas. But it takes a special set of 
skills to produce mass selling and affordable products, particularly 
in times of economic difficulties, circumstances which Roy always 
seemed to be able to overcome with his designs.

In February 1969 Roy left BL and was replaced by Harris Mann. Roy 
had persuaded Harris to join him at BMC in 1967 when they both 
moved from Ford. Roy’s post BL work was based around his own 
company ElecTraction, designing light-weight electric vehicles, but 
little information exists on this phase of his career.

In 2012 Roy, having returned to Essex after seven years living in 
Florida, was, once again, in the spotlight with his plans for an offshore 
airport in the Thames estuary. An idea he was attempting to propose 
to a government commission.

Now into his nineties Roy still enjoys being around enthusiasts for 
his cars, and his recent public appearance at the MK2 Cortina 50th 

Roy’s ideas on boot space also included this proposal, with an Elf/
Hornet rear end

Early design ideas to increase boot space,  
thankfully not followed through

anniversary event, was a rare and special opportunity for owners 
to pay tribute to an unsung hero of automotive design. 

Alan Clark

Roy in 2012 with his proposed Airport plan

Modern MINI Cooper Register

MINI John Cooper Works Rally car: 
racing ahead into the future

MINI premieres the next big thing in 
MINI Motorsport’s distinguished history, 
the all new MINI John Cooper Works 
Rally car. A first competitive foray for 
the new star is the 2017 Dakar Rally.

The introduction of the all new 
MINI John Cooper Works Rally car 
underlines MINI Motorsport’s long 
term commitment to its involvement in 
motorsport and especially in the arena of 
rally-raid and the FIA World Cup, which 
encompasses the legendary Dakar Rally 

and the latest long-distance endurance challenge of the Silk Way Rally.

The 2017 MINI John Cooper Works Rally car is an exciting new 
development from MINI and X-raid which is destined to repeat race 
success achieved so far. Based on the all new MINI Countryman, its 
sporting dynamics readily provided a platform for the new MINI John 
Cooper Works Rally car and its role as a specialist cross-country rally car.

David Young

The new JCW Rally car in action
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To produce a car able to successfully tackle and survive the rigours 
of cross-country rallying is a challenge in itself. However, the MINI 
John Cooper Works Rally car has been designed and constructed 
to achieve and exceed the same level of success as the previous car 
thanks to an exacting development programme.

The car will also be subject to constant development via motorsport 
partner X-raid in order for it to become as victorious and iconic in 
the cross-country rally world as its predecessor. At the same time, 
technical feedback gained from its racing development programme 
can, of course, be used to further aid reliability and performance 
programmes in all aspects of MINI production cars.

• MINI John Cooper Works Rally: technical specifications
• Engine: BMW Group TwinPower Turbo Six-Cylinder Diesel
• Output: 340 bhp / 3250 rpm
• Torque (approx.): 800 Nm / 1850 rpm
• Capacity: 2993 cc
• Air restrictor: 38 mm diameter
• Top speed (approx.): 184 km/h
• Transmission: six-speed sequential gearbox
• Braking: 4 x six-piston calipers – air-cooled front, air / water-

cooled rear. Discs: 320 x 32 mm
• Length / width / height: 4350 / 1999 / 2000 mm
• Wheel base: 2900 mm
• Track width: 1736 mm
• Weight: 1952,5 kg
• Fuel tank capacity (approx): 385 litres
• Chassis: tubular steel with composite bodywork
• Tyres: BF Goodrich 245/80R 16
 
The MINI Cooper S Works 210

Well, MINI certainly kept this quiet. When I first read about it I 
thought it must be an old article referring to the kit put on F56S 
when they first announced the MINI Challenge 210. But no, it is a 
Cooper S with all the JCW bits on with a less wild engine with 210 
BHP as opposed to 231 BHP. It’s a lot cheaper at £21,590 when 
compared to a loaded JCW at £28,000. (Still too much money for a 
MINI in my view!)

From the MINI Web site:

Put your foot down and discover what the MINI Cooper S Works 
210 is made of. Fitted with the John Cooper Works Tuning Kit 
it delivers 210HP/300NM with a modified engine management 
system. Combined with the freer flowing, Bluetooth controlled 
exhaust, the MINI Cooper S Works 210 sounds as good as it looks. 
A simple double press of the Bluetooth controller opens a valve 
that bypasses the rear exhaust silencer. You’ll be attracting plenty 
of looks at the traffic lights thanks to the John Cooper Works 
aerodynamic kit, which gives the sporting flair of the flagship MINI 
John Cooper Works model, with the addition of front and rear 
bumpers, sculpted side skirts and a split level rear spoiler. The 210 
badge on the B-pillar tops off the look. Now that’s what we call 
attention grabbing.
 
As you would expect the MINI Cooper S Works 210 comes with 
plenty of standard equipment. 17” Track Spoke alloy wheels in black, 
sports seats to keep you firmly in place on your favourite road and 
John Cooper Works entry sill plates leave you in no doubt how special 
this car is. On the inside, DAB radio, aux-in and USB connection 
compliment the air conditioning. The tech doesn’t stop there; the car 
includes automatic rev matching, meaning when you change down 
a gear the engine automatically blips the throttle to ensure the revs 
are matched for the chosen gear and vehicle speed. Three stages of 
traction control and a raft of driver support features help keep the 
car on the straight and narrow and can brake each wheel individually 
if required.

The pepped up MINI Cooper S Works 210 is packed with equipment 
to complement its powerful performance, guaranteed to cause a 
stop and stare reaction. The 17” Track Spoke alloys frame and add 
finesse to your MINI – giving a rally-ready look to match the driving 
experience. It also includes add-ons for rear spoiler, front splitters, 
rear splitters and rear diffuser as well as John Cooper Works Door Sill 
Finishers. It’s all perfectly topped with a unique Works 210 exterior 
badge on the B-pillar.

Well that’s all for this month. Sorry it is all ‘MINI site’ stuff but no real 
input from you guys out there means I have to look elsewhere for 
interesting articles.

Do stay in touch over the winter months, Autosport at the NEC, 
Historic in Excel Centre not MINI stuff but they will become 
Classics in years to come. The MINI GP1 is becoming a collector’s 
item already. 
 
David Young

Bucket and Spade Time?

The Cooper S Works 210
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

  Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Ian Chilcot 01438 716823 or 07790 678683
ichilcot@hotmail.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk   01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

The New Inn, Great Limber, Lincolnshire, DN37 8JL.  
On the A18 between Kerminton (Humberside Airport)  
and Keelby

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY   

Niall Cook 07770 796049 0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

  Scotland Sunday 13th November  
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb  07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

  Somerset Region  Please call for details of next meeting Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Black Tiles, Martlesham Heath IP12 4SP
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk  

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

  Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Wiltshire & Dorset Alternate 2nd Wednesday 
each Month 8.00pm 

Even number months Redlynch Sports & Social Club, 
Woodfalls Cross, The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2L 

Odd number months Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood 
Road, Avon, Christchurch, BH23 7BQ

Malcolm Francis 
malcsmf@btinternet.com   

Nick Stansmore 
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road,  LS15 4NJ,    
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or   p.doucerain@orange.fr  

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

REGION

NEW 

DATE

Regional Co-ordinator - Patricia Webb - 45 St Leonards Hill, Queensferry Road, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland KY11 3AH - 07834 081697- regions@minicooper.org
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Mid Staffs Region

Firstly, I hope everyone reading this had a really good Christmas and I’d like to wish you all a prosperous and healthy 2017.

Our November meeting featured a Quiz Night with eight teams battling their way through three rounds which included a picture round about ‘Cats 
and Dogs’ (cartoon characters!) and another two rounds of 20 questions each. The picture round (round 1) was distributed at the start and teams 
had until the end of round 2 to complete this. All the cats or dogs featured in both animated cartoons and/or comics/newspapers. Identifying Black 
Bob from the Dandy comic proved difficult with many thinking it was Lassie, and Top Cat also caused a few problems as the cartoon series in the 
UK became known as Boss Cat because Top Cat was a well known cat food. Round 2 featured some general knowledge questions such as ‘Who 
won the first gold medal for GB at the Rio Olympics?’ (Adam Peaty); more on cartoons ‘what was the name of the cabin boy in Captain Pugwash?’ 
that was Tom not as popularly thought, Roger; and then some geography – ‘which is the only English county to have 2 coastlines?’ (Devon). After 
round 2 the answers to that point were marked and two teams were vying for the lead with 28 points – Trump for President and Mini Marvels, 
closely followed by Universally Challenged with 27 Points. 

Round 3 was designed to result in a clear winner (hopefully!) and included questions on ‘Grand Prix Drivers’, ‘mathematics’, ‘popular music’ and 
general knowledge. ‘What is the 5th prime number?’ took a little bit of working out, but many achieved the answer once they remembered what 
a prime number is! In the popular music questions, ‘In the song, ‘Fairy tale of New York’ what were the boys of the NYPD Choir singing?’ proved 
difficult although most people knew the song (evidenced by most tables trying to sing their way through it!) but few remembered it was Galway 
Bay! A little known record holder, Joe Duddington featured in ‘What world record did Joe Duddington set on 3rd July 1938?’ – he was the driver of 
Mallard when the record for a steam locomotive was set. In the end Mini Marvels held onto their lead to win with 46 points, followed by Universally 
Challenged (41 points) and Trump for President in 3rd spot with 38 points after a tie break (How long is the M6 in Km? – 373.7Km). There was a £1 
per head entry fee and the prize pot was dived with 50% to the winners, 30% to the runners up and 20% to 3rd spot. A great fun evening!

Our December 5th meeting featured the Christmas dinner, with Stuart Turner as our guest, and 66 people sat down to enjoy the George and 
Dragon’s three course Christmas Fayre menu which was superb with a Venison Stew and Ginger Duck being the most popular alternatives to the 
traditional Turkey. Having large tables of 6, 8 or 10 places and people allocated to them with similar interests ensured a lot of laughter and chat 

during the dinner. The MCR was featured on one table with a contingent 
from the Ashbourne area with Dave Johnson and Paul Bates together with 
mates Lee Brown and Martin Price joining Ian and Carole Potter. Whilst 
coffee was being served, the prize draw took place. This has always thrown 
up strange results – one year all the prizes were won by one table! This year 
the 66 tickets were given a good shake up in a box, and Bryan Davies asked 
one of the waiting staff members to pick the first ticket, only to reveal once 
it was unfolded that his wife Barbara had first choice from the prize table. 
This include a great selection of prizes ranging from a Debenhams voucher 
to a set of wooden spoons for the draw that found homes with 10 lucky 
tickets being drawn. Barbara not surprisingly took the voucher! Amongst 
the prizes was a copy of one of the Penguin adult books The Mid Life Crisis, 
which mentions buying classic cars! Fortunately for us BMC fans, the pages 
about buying a classic ‘toy’ is illustrated using a TR4! 

With the draw completed it was over to Stuart Turner for one of his amazing 
after dinner speeches. Having had him be our guest three years ago, and 
again later the following year for his full ‘Twice Lucky’ evening, I was worried 
that a lot of people would have already heard most of his stories. Stupid boy 
here had overlooked that being the consummate professional that Stuart is 

he would have kept a note of the content used during his previous visits! The 
only duplicate bit was that, coincidentally, he had travelled back from Turkey 
to be with us again this year! 

His talk this year covered his concerns for the future of motor clubs and 
the lack of young members, with a bit of fun being poked at the FIA, Bernie 
Ecclestone and Donald Trump! Whilst he admitted solutions to the problems 
were difficult, he acknowledged the work of the FBHVC was important 
to get our legislators to understand the importance of the classic vehicle 
movement historically, as well as income for the exchequer and employment 
generally. He also talked about how competitive racing and rally drivers are 
irrespective of their age or when they retired. He sighted Erik Carlsson 
winning the RAC Rally in 1960 (Stuart navigated for him) with broken 
ribs, and Sir Stirling Moss giving Stuart a couple of laps at Silverstone as 
a demonstration. After 10 laps he pulled into the pits and Stuart asked ‘I 
thought you were only going to 2 laps?’ Sir Stirling’s response was ‘I was 
trying to catch the D-Type!’ He was in his late 70s at the time! However, a 
word of warning came to those trying to relive past experiences – look out 
for electric fences!
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Stuart Turner the SAAB contingent listen intently!

The MCR table. On the left is Chris Gaskin whose 

father was instrumental in getting Stuart involved in 

rallying Dave Johnson is about to be fired!



At the end of his talk Stuart referred to a phone call he had received from Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle) just before he left home to travel up to 
Stone, alerting him to the fact that her new ‘Mini Virtuoso’ was about to be published.  Written by Pablo Raybould the book is priced at £20.00 and 
Stuart mentioned that copies can be obtained from Pablo via pabloraybould@blueyonder.co.uk. It is sure to be a good read! 

So, the fantastic Christmas dinner night with one of the best after dinner speakers around closed a fantastic year for the Mid Staffs Region and the 
Stone Classic Car Group as a whole. 2017 promises to be equally good – come and join us!

Now briefly, our future regular first Monday meetings are:

Monday 2nd January 2017. Traditional pub chat. What did you get for Christmas? Did you need it or want it?
Monday 6th February. Scalextric race night. Will George Martin be a triple champion or is someone going to topple him? Will he have to resort to 
backing his challengers into the pack? Will he announce a shock retirement? All part of this great night of fun!

The Mid Staffs Region meets at George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone ST15 0PX on the first Monday in the Month, and all Minis and MINIs are welcome.
Best wishes for 2017,

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Suffolk Region

Our November Sunday Run 
was cancelled due to an amber 
warning for rain and 40 to 60 
mph winds forecast! I know what 
you might be thinking, where 
was the Monty spirit? But in the 
end it was the right decision for 
the drivers and Minis. 

One of our most enthusiastic 
members, Peter Drane, 
reached the age of 70 at the 
end of November which luckily 
it was on a Saturday. So, Jack, 
Steve, Sandra, John, Terry, 
Angela, Olga and I, planned a surprise morning visit for his birthday with only his wife Terri knowing of our plan. Armed with a delicious chocolate 
and almond cake kindly baked by Jack Gray, we met at 10am at the village pub and arrived at Peter’s home together with horns blowing and engines 
revving!  Luckily Peter’s home has a generous driveway so we could all park on it. And what a lovely crisp sunny day it was whilst we all enjoyed 
coffee, tea, and sharing Peter’s Cake. Peter was a successful Mini 7 racer in the late 60s and early 70s and well known on the racing circuits. Soon 
after winning the opening race of the 1971 season, Hot Car Magazine clocked him doing 115 mph on the old Norwich straight at Snetterton. Peter’s 
Mini was hand built, balanced and lightened by Peter and it sported an 850 block with a 1275 head fitted! When going to racing meetings, Peter and 
his brother transported the racing Mini, spares and wheels etc, in a trailer towed by a 998 Cooper! I have included a photo of the birthday surprise 
and Peter discussing the light restoration of his 998 Downton Mini which has been in storage for some time. We are all looking forward to seeing it 
on Suffolk roads once more.

All that leaves me to say is have a happy motoring New Year and hope to see you on our 2017 outings. 

Ian MacPherson    

Thames Valley Region

2016 saw the region continue to 
flourish and the year ended on a 
high with our Christmas Dinner. 
18 members turned up to The 
Crooked Billet for an evening of 
seasonal merriment. We were very 
pleased to welcome Frank and Stella 
Willis who joined us for the meal 
having travelled up for it from their 
new home in distant Bournemouth. 
Thank you for coming. 

Most people opted for the traditional Christmas meal, whilst one or two sampled other choices from the menu. Then Lorraine Hampson had 
arranged some ‘Merry Christmas Mini Cooper Register key rings’ and Mini related post cards. Following on from last year’s knitted Ferrero Rocher 
Santa’s, Melanie brought some lovely knitted Snowmen, each containing a chocolate. Robert put up two of his calendars to be raffled which Ken and 
Terry respectively won and went home with them.

Peter’s 998 Downton

Clive and Lorraine
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Peter Drane’s 70th birthday gathering

Stella and Annette displaying the key rings 
albeit with the logo side upside down!



An excellent evening and enjoyable evening was had by all with great company and so thanks to Lee for 
masterminding a superb event.

Our next regional meeting will be on the 25th January at The Crooked Billet so do come along if you can. 
The new venue gives us more space to do more than just stand or sit huddled in a corner! In the summer 
we will have an area in the car park exclusively for Minis.

After the January meeting the dates for the next meetings are 22nd February, 29th March and 26th April.

See the list of meetings page in CooperWorld for the address of The Crooked Billet. 

Ken and Robert

Warwickshire Region

Just a brief region report this month. Sadly, I won’t be able to visit the Bingley Show in January which is a shame but I hope to be at the HRCR open 
day on Saturday 14th January at Gaydon. Let me know if you are thinking of going to this event.

May I remind all members of the Warwickshire region that our annual dinner with partners will be held at The Houndshill on Wednesday 18th January 
2017, 7:30 for 8pm. Xmas menu @ £25 per head. If you’d like to come along please get in touch by 11th January 2017. warks@cliffdporter.co.uk

Happy New Year!

Cliff Porter    

Wilts. & Dorset region

Below are meeting and event details for the Wilts and Dorset Region in respect of 2017, but please note that some dates are still to be confirmed.

Provisional Events diary for 2017
March ?th MCR AGM, Banbury – meet at venue
April 29th Downton Classic Car Show (and Cuckoo Fair) Regional 
display stand contact: malcsmf@btinternet.com or downton@live.
co.uk
May ? Road run to Compton Abbas airfield .Contact details below.
June 11th MCR Beaulieu regional stand- contact nickstansmore@live.
co.uk
July 22nd/23rd Gurston Down Hill Climb – some members 
participating
July ? Road run to Haynes Motor Museum
Late July /Early August – Regional BBQ @ Fordingbridg
August 13th (tbc) Breamore Classic Car Show Regional display – 
Contact : nickstansmore@live.co.uk
August 19th (tbc) MCR Coopers at Combe (through MCR Graham 
Robins
January 2018 Tyrrells Ford late Christmas meal. Booking required.
 
In addition in June/July/August there will be a run to Harley Hall, nr Henley, and at some time, possibly autumn, 10-pin bowling in Bournemouth.
Please come along – we are a friendly bunch who are interested in you and your car but not necessarily the correct MOWOG nuts and bolts!

Contacts: Malcolm Francis malcsmf@btinternet.com
Nick Stansmore nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Malcolm Francis   
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One of the tables having 
devoured all three courses!Lee and Mel looking pleased with their sweets

Wilts. & Dorset region Meeting Dates for 2017
January 11th Club post-Christmas dinner Tyrrells Ford, Avon, 
BH23 7BQ
February 8th Club meet Redlynch SP5 2LN
March 8th Club Meet Tyrrells Ford, Avon BH23 7BQ 
April 12th Club meet Redlynch SP5 2LN
May 10th Club meet Tyrrells Ford, Avon BH23 7BQ
June 7th Club meet Redlynch SP5 2
July 12th Club meet Tyrrells Ford, Avon BH23 7BQ
August 9th Club meet Redlynch SP5 2LN
September 13th Club meet Tyrrells Ford, Avon BH23 7BQ
October 11th Club meet at Redlynch
November 8th Club meet Tyrrells Ford, Avon BH23 7BQ
December – no meeting
January 2018 Tyrrells Ford late Christmas meal. Booking required.

Clive and Melanie with the 
knitted snowmen

A spot of charades from Margaret
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.  
All traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Parts for sale

Mini World magazine No.1 summer 1991 good condition £20 includes 
postage.

Mini 35 official souvenir magazine that was issued at Silverstone in 1994 
and the baseball cap that was commissioned for the event unworn £25 and 
includes postage. Tel 01489 784162 and ask for Phil Thompson. Hampshire. 

Set of 4 Minispares 'Minilife' wheels 4.5j and 'S' offset so fit over 'S' brakes 
without the need for arches. Complete with worn Yokohama A008 tyres 
and wheel nuts. Collection only from ST15 or pick up at Bingley Hall Mini 
Fair at the end of January. Price £325. Tel: 01785 813693 and ask for Nick. 
Email: nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net

Parts wanted

One 10inch Rostyle wheel rim wanted for 1972 1275 GT, steering wheel 
centre badge and under riders. Please contact by e-mail derekjohnbain@
gmail.com or text 07715421545.Derek 
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