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Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £167.47
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48 . . . . . . £706.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741 . . . . £23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO . . . £13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54. . £27.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £85.80 full kit

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone 
springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Wheel Bearings

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013 . . . . £31.20
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105 . £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102 . . . . . . £36.00
QL5000 coupling kit pair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£59.40
Rubber coupling GCD101  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . each  £26.10

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Cooper S Distributor

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set 
- 998cc AJM1250 . . . . . £12.84

Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS. . . . £9.50
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300. £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set. . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189. . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381. . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO. . . . £9.60

£40.69

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these stainless
internals in their ‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £58.80
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £76.28
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £34.80
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £27.60
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.71
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.69
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU

Tel: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . . £16.00
20/50 mineral oil & spin on 
filter (not MPI) SO4 . . £17.78
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) 

MSF166 . . . . . . . . . .£2.23 Clutches & Flywheels

£58.80Steering racks - L/H or R/H   FAM7306/7 . . . . . . £62.82
MPi Sportspack type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1. . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine Unipart GSJ166. . . . . £15.36
Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . £8.18

Timken front genuine GHK1140  . . . . . . . . . £49.14
Minispares version front  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Timken rear GHK1805 late modified  . . . . . . £39.42
Minispares rear GHK1548MS   . . . . . . . . . . £14.39

NEW!  5 port alloy heads . . . . . . . . . from £1251.50
with 35.7x29.5 race quality valves C-AHT347  . . . £1251.50
with 37x31mm offset spaced valves C-AHT347RACE £1559.59
8 port head kits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £2014.40
1380cc built Up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards . . £1130.92
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311  . . . . . . .£194.40
Camshaft Evolution001  . new blanks,outright £89.10 
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £15.83
CNC Evolution Slot Drive Oil Pump  . . . from £112.50
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436 . . . . . . . . .£133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift roller rocker set C-AHT446A £222.50
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323  . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
Duplex kit steel lightened C-AJJ3325  . . . . . . £60.04
21A1902 Mini Spares gen profile engine mount £8.34
21A1902MS Non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting . . . . . . . . . . . .£3.78
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump  . . . . £18.90
Minimum stretch single row chain 3H2127EVO . £19.44
Minimum stretch double row chain 2H4905EVO .£24.79

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves.

Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor arm 
12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

All other 25D to 59D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.00
A new distributor - cheaper than a conversion kit
Electric type of above (no points) . . . . . . . from £56.65
Also available are 3 higher spec. electric types to
match your camshaft profile to our distributor design
Std to 276 cam spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.20
Above is ideal for our Evolution camshaft range
285 - 296 cam spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.80
310-315 cam spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £90.00

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 £21.78
Master cylinder GMC1008  . . £45.50
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 .£35.10
Grey Comp diaphragm C-AEG482. . . . . . . . . £37.75
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS. . from £18.28
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS. . . . £24.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £70.20
‘AP’ Std. clutch plate, Turbo, light tune  GCP204 £33.12
‘AP’ road/rally Plate C-AHT595 180mm . . . . . . . . . £65.26
‘AP Racing’ road/rally clutch C-AHT596 180mm. . . . . £91.44
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel - race EN24  . . . . . . . . . . £209.08
3 piece ‘AP’ clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . £60.30
3 Piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 Piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £118.80
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £122.40

New Gears

29 tooth A plus primary gears for 998 or 
1275, with floating bush for longevity, state cc £153.60
2nd gear for 4 synchro pre A plus £76.80

Engines:
Visit our website for the full
ENGINE PARTS LISTINGS
www.minispares.com/engines

Brakes:
For BRAKES go to:
www.minispares.com/brakes

Gaskets:
For GASKETS go to:
www.minispares.com/gaskets

For ELECTRICS go to:
www.minispares.com/electrics

Gearboxes & Diffs
For GEARBOXES go to:
www.minispares.com/gearboxes

Clutches:
For CLUTCHES go to:
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

Suspension:
For SUSPENSION go to:
www.minispares.com/suspension

Exhausts:
For EXHAUSTS go to:
www.minispares.com/exhausts

Brightwork:
For BRIGHTWORK go to:
www.minispares.com/brightwork

Steering:
For STEERING go to:
www.minispares.com/steering

Electrics:

Cooper S 7.5”disc and EBC pads MS35 . . . . Pr £53.60
8.4” disc and Mintex pads MSSK014 . . . . . . Pr £29.32
8.4”vented disc and pads MS39. . . . . . . . . . Pr £49.18
S caliper Mini Spares  R/H 27H4656MS . . . . . . £72.00
S caliper Mini Spares  L/H 27H4657MS . . . . . . £72.00
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper R/H 37H8128. . . . £65.17
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper L/H 37H8129 . . . . £65.17
S Disc conv. + Mini Spares caliper C-AJJ4028MS £450.66
S Disc conv + AP caliper & Timken bearings . . . £602.04
S brake disc shield set MSSK1400 R/H . . . . . . . £22.98
S brake disc shield set MSSK1401 L/H . . . . . . . £22.98
MK1/2 brake servo cast body 21A1293 . . . £216.00
Mk3 servo and non gen fitting kit SEN43 . . £144.00
Servo 1988 on GSM119 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £126.00
Single line plastic canister GMC171 . . . . . . . £44.40
Single line metal canister GMC171ORIGINAL . . . £66.96

The Choice is Yours!
Mini Spares offers you the choice of
genuine BL/Rover parts or of more

affordable or better value alternatives
of the best quality available.

Drivetrain:
For DRIVETRAIN go to:
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

www.minispares.com
All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either 
Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.                     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are
printing - check website for up-to-date prices.

£85.80

Package
Price

www.minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com website for pictures,
downloads, catalogues, current prices & special deals

Mail Order - 01707 607700
Mail Order also available direct from Mini Spares North 

Call 01423 881800 to order

Quite simply the Largest Stocks of Mini Spares in the World!

Mobile & tablet friendly

The Largest Stocks of
Mini Parts 
in the World

Close
to A1M
& M25

Next to
M5 (J2)
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mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Shop on-line         at www.minispares.com - or visit our 3 great stores

The World Famous Mini Spares Centre Ltd......is the foremost authority and the largeststockist of classic Mini parts in the world!• Annual turnover in excess of £15 million • Our huge buying power = the mostcompetitive prices on the best quality parts!• We offer our own unique range ofexclusively designed or tooled up items.• Knowledgeable technical assistance staff

Free
Catalogue!

New!

Cooperworld ad v81.qxp_Layout 2  09/06/2017  12:10  Page 1
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

August magazine – 1st July
September magazine – 1st August
October magazine – 1st September

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2017   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates are 
aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/old 
inks while printing blankets are shredded and used for 
rubberised play areas and footpaths. The wrapping it 
comes in is degradable and will break down in the soil.

Cooper disclaimer 
The Cooper logo is the property of John 
Michael Cooper and should not be used 
without prior permission.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 
Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 
Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org
Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org
Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org 
Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ  
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org
Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org
Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
The Beeches, Kiln Way, Grayshott, Hants. GU26 6JF 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 
Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org
Youth Co-ordinator 
Sarah Voss 
0/2, 49 Kelvinside Drive, Glasgow, G20 6QD 
07988 864002 
youthcoordinator@minicooper.org 
Non Designated Committee Members 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org
Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 24.04.17.indd   1 27/04/2017   12:19
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INSURANCE FOR  
MINI COOPER REGISTER 
ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and 
members against a variety of claims. The key area it covers is 
‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to 
the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at 
shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of 
shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are 
planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many 
regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that 
we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a 
member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the 
ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a 
claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only 
offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini 
Cooper Register presence. If the stand organizer lets me know 
(address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the 
magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the 
event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers 
risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor 
and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, 
and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card 
at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card.  
01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available 
to Mini Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old  
01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK  
01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.
co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B. 
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 
01903 715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex 
JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk  
01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk. 
Tel. 01189 485132

Back Copies of  
the Magazine
These are now available  
online via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each  
plus p&p

Missing 
Magazines
Sometimes magazines  
go astray.

If your magazine does not 
arrive by the middle of  
the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do 
not have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT -  
PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be 
received by the 1st of the 
month for the following 
month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the 
magazine sent by email, 
so if you do not receive 
an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I 
have not received it. Please 
telephone me after a day 
or so to check if you do not 
hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press 
administer the membership -  

see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
I cannot believe that we are now 

half way through the year and that 
by the time you read this issue of 
CooperWorld, our one and only annual 
club show at the National Motor 
Museum in Beaulieu, will be all but a 
distant memory but, hopefully, a good 
one. No doubt we will have reports 
on the show in next month’s issue of 
CooperWorld and, of course, it will 
form the main feature in the magazine.

Right, let’s now turn our attention to 
what we have in this issue of CooperWorld, and firstly, Peter Barker 
has sent me in another article in his series of articles based on his 
interviews with many of the Abingdon Competitions Department’s 
former employees and associated individuals. This month Peter’s 
article relates to the third and last ‘Comps’ manager before the 
department was closed down in 1970, that being, of course, Peter 
Browning. Please read Peter’s article for a great insight into Peter 
Browning’s career experiences when he was employed by BMC and 
latterly British Leyland as it became. 

Then we have four articles in the Competition section of the 
magazine and in which two of the authors give differing perspectives 
as to what it’s like to be involved in rally motorsport. One such article 
has been written by Stewart Lawrence who gives a firsthand account 
and a behind the scenes view of what’s involved being a helper and 

marshal in the organisation and running of a local rally. The particular 
rally which Stewart covers in his article will probably be familiar 
to many as it is the Northumberland and Borders Rally. It’s an 
interesting eye opener into the rallying scene at the grass roots level.   

The second article I would draw your attention to is the one 
which has been jointly written by the ‘Mini girls rally team’ namely, 
Marie Curie nurse Louise Thomas and Emily Easton Page. You 
may well have spotted their press release in last month’s issue of 
CooperWorld, from which you will know that they are participating 
in the Historic Rally Car Register Championship in order to raise 
awareness and funds for Marie Curie in their Marie Curie Mini. The 
MCR are also one of the many organisations that are sponsoring 
them in order for them to achieve their objectives. Do read their 
article and find out how they got on in their first ever competitive 
rally in their Mini.

Finally, I expect many of you will have heard of waterless coolant 
but, perhaps like me, wondered if this was the way to go to address 
the old chestnut of older Minis overheating when in stationary traffic 
in particular. Well, Peter Laidler had also pondered on whether this 
new product could be the definitive answer and decided he needed 
to investigate it further. So, with the assistance of a couple of suitably 
qualified friends, he embarked on putting it to the test. If you want 
to discover Peter’s findings, then do have a read of his article in the 
Members’ articles section.

Paul Sulma 

Coopers at Combe
Castle Combe Race Circuit

Saturday 19th August 2017
  

Entry is limited to 15 cars and places are available on 
a first come first served basis, so book early to avoid 
disappointment by contacting Graham E Robinson and 
also for further details. 
This is a very popular event with members. Usually, 
only five cars are allowed out on to the track at once 
making it safer than other Mini track days at this circuit. 
Club members are welcome to spectate on the day and 
admission is free. 

80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex,  
SS3 0HW 01702 219298  

graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

STANFORD HALL MINI SHOW

Sunday 17th September 2017
  

I am again offering my services as co-ordinator for the 
always well attended Mini Cooper Register stand at 
Stanford Hall near Lutterworth, Leicestershire.

Hopefully, as in previous years, we will have a display 
showing the diversity of Mini models that the Mini 
Cooper Register represents.

Contact me to book your place by:  
email: jfilor@talktalk.net

By phone (after 6pm if possible please) on 
01664566614, leaving your contact details with your 
membership number and I will get back to you.

Places are limited so, as usual, it will be on a first 
come first served basis.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Jerry Filor 



started together from England. Perhaps the answer is to tack on an 
extra day, but that may be detrimental with people’s personal holiday 
arrangements. As you can tell, we are far from decided. But very soon, 
dates and an outline route will be published, hopefully by the time we 
start Minis to Ireland at the end of September when we will be seeking 
expressions of interest for the 2018 event. We will again be restricting 
entries to 40 cars. 

Speaking of Minis to Ireland, much like Beaulieu, when you read this, 
the second and final recce will have been completed by Hugh Wyllie and 
me and the long task of producing the road book will be underway. We 
do have a full field of cars and as I write, still two cars on the reserve 
list. The last crew to find their way onto the entry list are coming all 
the way from New Zealand to do our event. Allan Bull has just joined 
the MCR and is planning to enter the event with his wife Mary with a 
car borrowed from club member Ian Potter. This in fact is a reciprocal 
deal, as Ian borrowed one of Allan’s cars to do an event in New 
Zealand when he and Carole visited a while ago. I sincerely hope Allan 
enjoys Ireland. I know from personal experience what a great place 
New Zealand is to drive in – but it’s quite unlike Ireland. Allan can rest 
assured that he has already won the furthest travelled award!

I’m pleased to say that May saw a good healthy number of new 
members join the club, as can be seen from the list below and this 

just before we raise our subscriptions on 1st July.  I’m sure that we will 
have also signed up a bumper number of new members at Beaulieu too 
before the increase. As I explained in detail last month, our annual subs 
are now set at £35 for UK single membership and just an extra £2 for 
joint membership. All other memberships also rise by £2. With our last 
subscription rise way back in January 2012, this increase is somewhat 
overdue and it was only our desire to try and peg back subscriptions in 
the face of the club's relatively comfortable position financially, that held 
off the inevitable increase for so long. However, the downturn in our 
income, coupled with increased costs over the past couple of years, has 
meant we were, for the first time in several years, going into the red. 
This we couldn’t allow to continue. I hope that you will all continue to 
support the MCR, enjoy your cars and the club to the full.  

Until next month.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Well, Beaulieu is over for another 
year and I dearly hope that it was 

a successfully and enjoyable day for all of 
you that attended our national show. I 
know that Beaulieu is a long way south 
and a long journey for the many that 
live further up the country, but Beaulieu 
does offer us so much more than just a 
field in the middle of the New Forest. 
The National Motor Museum adjacent 
and free to enter to all of those who gain 
entry to our day, is a worthy addition 
to the day, and well worth spending an 

hour or so browsing around if nothing but to add some variety to the 
day from the sea of Minis. So, along with the other facilities on offer, 
it is difficult to find a comparable venue suitable for our national day. 
That’s not to say that we, as a Committee, are closed to the idea of 
moving from the New Forest, but we have never found anywhere 
to better Beaulieu. Having said that, we have always been supportive 
to the idea of having a second national day to cater for our members 
in the northern half of the country, but as always, finding a team to 
organise such an event and, of course, a suitable venue, has always 
been the stumbling block. So once again, we open up the offer for any 
suggestions of a suitable venue and, of course, seek a team of volunteers 
to run another MCR event in the northern half of the country. I await 
your response.

Tentative plans for Minis to Monte 2018 are being formulated and I’m 
pleased to say that Peter Moss has once again agreed to mastermind the 
route and administration for us, and I will again be helping him as much 
as I can along the way. Peter and I have wrestled with the complex issue 
of where to finish the event. Many crave to finish in Monte Carlo but, in 
truth, the place is a pig to get into and out of and is also very expensive 
compared to other places – plus their annual boat show now precludes 
us having our once favoured slot in the last week in September. We are 
also very mindful of the rather long mileage we experienced on a few 
days last year. This sadly, is a fact of life if we want to get to the south of 
France and restrict the trip to just a week in duration. Monte Carlo is 
a long way from Calais. The alternative is to start the event at perhaps 
Reims, which would give us a head start with mileage. However, one 
way or another, you have still got to get to Reims – and under your 
own steam (and cost), which is why for the last few trips, we have all 

We welcome the following new members who joined during May

NEW MEMBERS
Colin Johnston, Thurso, Caithness

Dean Edwards, Wantage, Oxfordshire

Larry Walker, Plymouth, Devon

Jim Wirtz & Juliette Tenconi, Dudelange, Luxembourg

Stephen Akers, Chesham, Bucks

Jonathan Ruth, Cullompton, Devon

Darren & Sharon Stone, Ely, Cambridgeshire

Mike & Henry Cotton, Hempnall, Norfolk

Neal Hynard, Coalville, Leicestershire

Roger Smith, Sulby, Isle Of Man

Ian Rogers, Dorking, Surrey

Stephen Turner, Horsham, Sussex

Andrew Wells-Colyer, Sandwich, Kent

Aidan & Felicity Bradley, Manchester, Gtr. Manchester

Simon Anderton, Newport, Isle Of Wight

Jim Wright, Lisburn, Co. Antrim

Paul Miles, Redhill, Surrey

Terry Cooper, Sidcup, Kent

Adam Bates, Bedford, Bedfordshire

Paul Wyeth, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire

Allan Bull, Hamilton, New Zealand

Allan Kightly & Rayleen Burbridget, Chatteris, Cambridgeshire

David Davies, Beverley, East Yorkshire

Graham Cook, New Alresford, Hampshire
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Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 

SM050 A5 Advert.indd   1 09/03/2016   11:52

Trade Supporter
2017



Then into August sees the popular Cambridge Mini Chill. This offers a 
weekends camping at great value. Please check it out by going to http://
www.cambsminichill.co.uk/ for further information. I hope to attend this 
event myself with of course the club banners.

Sadly, we are still looking for someone to host a stand for the club at 
Minis in the Park on the 13th August. If you can help with this please 
give me a call or drop me an email.

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

I t is great to see so many of you out and 
about so far this summer. The club had 

a presence again this year at the LSMOC 
London to Brighton Run, and a report on it 
is elsewhere in this month’s CooperWorld. 

Social media is a great way to see what 
everyone is up to and we do have a 
presence on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. Many of the regions also have 
group pages to keep members up to date, 
so do check these out for information and 
follow the club. 

The Kent Region’s popular run, The Ham 
Sandwich Run, is the 20st August and very few spaces are left now. 
Please contact me to book a place on the run.

The Brands Hatch Mini Festival this year is on Saturday 8th and Sunday 
9th July. We will have a club stand hosted by the Kent Region. The MCR 
will also have a presence at the Silverstone Classic again this year which is 
being organised by John Price. If you are interested in attending then please 
contact John on sc_15@icloud.com. The club presence is likely to be only 
on one of the days so do contact John for further information on that. 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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0843 453 9000  MINI-FESTIVAL.CO.UK
*Advance tickets available until midday Thursday 6 July. Postage fee applies. 

Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

ONLINE* TICKETS FROM £19   KIDS UNDER 13 FREE

SPECIAL

DISCOUNTS

AVAILABLE FOR MINI 

OWNERS AND CLUBS

See website for details

  ALL MINI RACE LINE-UP    CAR CLUB STANDS    TRADE STANDS     
  FREE GRID WALK    MINI TRACK PARADES    LIVE EVENING MUSIC 
  KIDS YOUNGDRIVE SESSIONS    CAMPING    FUNZONE PLUS MORE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 

Brought

 

to

 

you

 

by

A WEEKEND OF MINI RACING AND HUGE MINI DISPLAYSA WEEKEND OF MINI RACING AND HUGE MINI DISPLAYS
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

July 2017

Event: Mini Festival 2017 
Date: 8th – 9th July 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: 23rd July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 28th- 30th July  
(Club presence likely to be one day TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

Event: BMC Family Sports Car Day 
Date: 30th July 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Bristol Motor Club

August 2017

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 5th August  
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car.  
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/nostalgia

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 4th – 6th August  
Location: Marley Eternit Sports and Social Club, 
Whaddon Road, Royston, Cambs SG8 5RL  
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 13th August  
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants  
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Mini Festival 2017 
Date: 19th August  
Location: Oulton Park  
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: 19th August  
Location: Castle Combe  
Contact: Graham Robinson –  
mk2registrar@minicooper.org

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 2017 
Date: 20th August  
Location: Kent  
Contact: Justin Ridyard – h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Motorsport at the Palace 
Date: 27th-28th August  
Location: Crystal Palace  
Contact: www.motorsportatthepalace.co.uk

September 2017

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble 
Date: 2nd -3rd September 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 8th-10th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 16th – 17th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or  
Pete Flanagan

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 17th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Polderroute Part 8 – Belgium Minis on Tour  
Date: 17th September 
Location: Belgium 
Contact: http://www.belgianminisontour.be/
pages/190235/Kalender.html

Event: Drive Days at Shelsley Walsh – autumn  
Date: 22nd September 
Location: Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb, Shelsley Walsh, 
Worcester, Worcestershire WR6 6RP 
Contact: http://www.shelsleywalsh.com/

Event: OhSoRetroShow 2017 
Date: 24th September 
Location: Margate, Kent 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

Event: Minis to Ireland 2017 
Date: 21st-28th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org

Event: MiniWorld Action Day 
Date: 30th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

October 2017

Event: British Mini Fair 2 
Date: 15th October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire  
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley -  
rminimick@aol.com

November 2017

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show 
Date: 10th - 12th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham  
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org 
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EVENTS

01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR

Trade Supporter
2017

0843 453 9000  MINI-FESTIVAL.CO.UK
*Advance tickets available until midday Wednesday 16 August. Postage fee applies. 

Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

ONLINE* TICKETS FROM £19   KIDS UNDER 13 FREE
  ALL MINI RACE LINE-UP    CAR CLUB STANDS 
  TRADE STANDS    FREE GRID WALK    KIDS YOUNGDRIVE SESSIONS 
  FUNZONE PLUS MORE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 

   

Brought toyou by

A FULL DAY OF MINI RACING AND HUGE MINI DISPLAYSA FULL DAY OF MINI RACING AND HUGE MINI DISPLAYS

AVAILABLE FOR MINI 

OWNERS AND CLUBS

See website for details

SPECIAL
DISCOUNTS



EVENTS

Donington Historic Festival 28th – 30th  April
By Robert Clayson

12 | www.minicooper.org

The Donington Historic Festival is now in its seventh year and, as with 
most events, it is undergoing a process of evolution. This year’s event 

therefore differed from previous years in that it was held on the Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, rather than starting on the Saturday. Certainly, it 
made our journey up on the Thursday and back on Sunday evening at 
lot easier! The other change was that all practice was undertaken on the 
Friday with a full racing program over the next two days.

As well as the circuit racing, there were numerous car club displays 
including the Mini Cooper Register’s, an open paddock, demonstrations 
of historic karts and rally cars on the ‘Tarmac Lake’ along with the Paul 
Swift stunt team using both Minis and Ford Focuses.

Donington is a superb circuit with lots of elevation changes, set in lovely 
parkland and has largely recovered from the damage done by previous 
owners. The circuit is now back in the hands of the Wheatcroft family 
and the day-to-day management of it has been handed over recently 
to MSV, Jonathan Palmer’s company, that runs Brands Hatch, Oulton 
Park and other circuits. The only downside for me is that you could 
not walk all the way round the circuit this year as the pedestrian tunnel 
at Coppice, at the far end of the circuit, was closed removing a short 
cut back to the car displays on the other side of the track from the 
paddock. Mind you the walking did me good!

A varied program of races was scheduled and the feature races 
were two rounds of the newly established FIA Historic Formula 2 
championship. One of the cars entered was a rare F2 Ferrari Dino 
which had been brought over from the States to race; it managed 
practice and most of the race on Saturday before retiring. 

The other feature race was a 90 minute race for ‘1,000 km for pre – 
1973 Prototypes, Touring and GT Cars’. This race featured Lola T70’s, 
GT40’s and Chevrons. However, an hour and a half with 13 cars was 
a little tedious. But on Sunday morning there was 2-hour race for the 
‘GT & Sportscar Cup’ for Pre 1966 GT & Pre 1963 Sportscars which 
was much better supported with a full entry plus a number of reserves. Ian Curley / Matt Kelly

Raymond Low

Jonathan Lewis
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Taking part were Healey 3000’s, 911’s, MGB’s, Cobra’s, Jaguars and 
many more - a super race to get Sunday started!

Other races were for Formula Juniors with separate races for front 
engine and rear engine cars. Pre-War Sports cars, Jaguar Classic 
Challenge, pre 1961 sports cars and pre 1956 sports cars, Super Touring 
car up to the year 2000 and the HRDC Touring Greats for Pre 1960 
Touring cars. Naturally a number of races featured Minis and relatives!

The U2TC for Pre 1996 under two-litre Touring cars

There were two races that ran on Saturday morning and Sunday 
afternoon with each race being forty minutes. The nearly-full entry 
consisted of a large number of Minis along with Lotus Cortina’s and 
BMW 1800’s making up the entry along with three Alfa’s.

Andrew and Maxim Banks in their Alfa Romeo Giulia Sprint won race one. 
The leading Minis were in 8th Endaf Owens, 10th Nick Swift sharing with 
Jonathan Lewis and 11th Peter Baldwin partnered by Graham Churchill.

The second race on Sunday saw another win for the Banks duo with 
their Alfa. And the leading Minis this time were 8th for Baldwin and 
Churchill, 12th for Steve Jones and 13th for Barry and Jimmy Sime.

HRDC Coys Trophy for Pre 1966 Touring Cars

The penultimate race on Sunday was this challenge. Another huge 
entry, with lots of variety featuring, yet again, Lotus Cortina’s, A30’s, 
Mustangs, Jaguars and other makes  as well as three Mini Coopers. This 
was a forty five minute race with an optional driver change. The Minis 
on the grid for the start were driven by Raymond Low, Matt Jeffery 
sharing with Andy ‘Ace’ Harrison and Jonathan Lewis.

EVENTS

Forty five minutes after the flag dropped David Tomlin took the win 
in his Cortina. Whilst the Low Mini was in 14th, 17th saw the Jeffery/
Harrison car losing power, and Jonathan Lewis had retired after 11 laps.

Historic Touring Car Challenge

This race featured Touring Cars from 1972 through to 1988. Covering 
some sixteen years, the grid was quite diverse. Rovers, BMW’s, various 
models of Capri, Alfa’s and a couple of MG Metro Turbos and even a 
Renault 5 GT Turbo.

This race took place on Saturday afternoon and with race time of 
sixty minutes meant it was going to be a two-driver affair. In the 
Metros were Nick Swift with Patrick Watts and in the other car Till 
Bechtolsheimer with Malcolm Harrison.

The first car past the chequered flag after sixty minutes was the Bastos 
Rover Vitsesse of Steve Soper and Chris Ward.  The Metro of Swift/Watts 
was 21st and in 25th place was the other car of Bechtolsheimer/Harrison.

A super weekend’s entertainment and the weather wasn’t too bad either!

Robert Clayson

Peter Baldwin / Graham Churchill - Chris and Andy Middlehurst

Till Bechtolsheimer / Malcolm Harrison

Nick Swift / Patrick Watts

Peter Baldwin / Graham Churchill

Andy ‘Ace’ Harrison



London to Brighton 2017
By Justin Ridyard

EVENTS

After a very pleasant drive to Brighton and the usual fun in finding 
which club area we were parked on. This year we were club 

stand number 18 of 17 pitches but I was sent to number 5. To be fair 
to the guys from the LSMOC, it’s a huge event and in the best part 
its well organised, albeit I’m sure it can be a fairly thankless task. 
There was lots of social media nonsense again this year, on too many 
and not enough modern MINI’s attending. However, in my opinion 
I would say the balance was about right. Something that always 
strikes me as a bit odd is the lack of modern MINI traders at this, 
and most other Mini events on the calendar. 

The MCR stand had a constant flow of visitors during the day, all the 
cars being of interest to both the Mini enthusiasts and the day visitors 
to Brighton, who had the added bonus of coming across a fair few cars 
on the promenade. I did have one fairly strange moment when I turned 
around to someone attacking my wife’s MPI (Bruce) with a stick only to 
realise she was blind and we were all parked on the pavement. I never 
thought before what effect these events have on some people, and I 
would like to think someone might have warned her before entering 
Maderia Drive. Lucky for me the car was not damaged and the lady in 
question found her way safely to a doorway and then up above the drive.

14 | www.minicooper.org The club stand ready for visitors on Maderia Drive
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EVENTS

A good few new members signed up and 
we sold a good amount of regalia too. 
One comment rang out from visitors to 
our club stand, and that was the quality of 
CooperWorld, which is always good to hear. 
All in all, a good day for us on the stand and 
our members who took part in the run. Good 
PR for the MCR that’s for sure. A big well 
done to the LSMOC for the organisation of a 
great event again. We will be back next year!

Thanks to the stand holders and car owners, 
Paul Winter, Steve Burkinshaw, Sarah Voss, 
Peter Barratt, Martin Charles and Sally Salter 
for all their assistance and efforts on the day.
 

Justin Ridyard

Peter’s Mk2 S (old Nob) and Paul’s Mk1 S (Dave) looking fab on the registers stand

Some of the many lovely Mini examples 
on display on Maderia Drive

Cars at the start in 
Crystal Palace, shows 
the scale of the event
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Peter Browning
By Peter Barker

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

The last Competitions Manager before the closure of the original 
BMC/BL Competitions Department at Abingdon, Peter Browning, 

was the chosen successor to the Stuart Turner - surely a hard act to 
follow! This feature is based upon an interview I carried out with Peter 
for MiniWorld magazine during 1999.

‘I went to Abingdon in 1961 to run the Austin Healey Club. I then became 
Assistant Editor of BMC’s sportscar magazine Safety Fast and eventually 
BMC’s Competitions Press Officer. So, I saw the Competitions team at work 
on all the international rallies and quite a few races. I also worked for the 
MG Team Manager in races as a result of being a qualified RAC Timekeeper. 
So I had some knowledge of all the activities that Comps got involved with 
before I became Department Manager myself at the start of 1967. 

I was summoned to MG boss John Thornley’s office at the end of 1966, 
given a glass of sherry and told that I was to succeed Stuart Turner. I 
was amazed and stammered out as many reasons for not being able to 
do the job as I could think of, but I got it anyway!

When I inherited the team they really were at their peak. It was clearly a 
well oiled machine; everyone knew just what to do and my role was largely 
logistic, at first. My first event was the 1967 Monte which I did jointly with 
Stuart. We were determined to go back and win a third time after the 
disqualification in 1966. The weather was dry at the start of the event and the 
Porsches sped away from us, but once snow started to fall the Minis caught 
up and beat all of the opposition on better handling and reliability. Rauno and 
Henry had a straightforward win after an excellent drive and gave Stuart a 
Monte win from each of the three main team drivers – a nice leaving present.

We had a string of good results throughout the rest of 1967. Rauno was 3rd 
on the Swedish and Tulip rallies. Paddy was 2nd on the Flowers and won the 
Alpine, Acropolis and the Circuit of Ireland, his home event. Timo won the 
1000 Lakes (his home event) and was 2nd on the Tulip, and Tony Fall won the 
Geneva Rally with Julien Vernaeve in 2nd. In addition, we were 2nd overall 
with a 970 S in the 84 Heures Marathon de la Route at the Nurburgring (the 
event which replaced the Liege-Rome-Liege rally) and an easy class win racing 
at Sebring with Paddy and John Rhodes in a 1275 Cooper S.

Possibly the best win of 1967 was Paddy’s Alpine performance where he beat 
the much fancied Alfa Romeo and Alpine Renault opposition in a very highly 
tuned lightweight Cooper S. The Alpine Rally of that year was the fastest 
international road event ever promoted with an average speed of 40mph 
between the stages – the stages themselves being flat out. All the other team 
Minis retired as they couldn’t stand the pace. Worst event of ’67 has to be the 
Tour de Corse, where all of the Works Minis retired within 10km of the start 
after a huge amount of preparation and practising. Ferodo had supplied us a 
batch of faulty fanbelts and when they slipped every engine overheated. I had 
to visit Longbridge to see Lord Stokes (BMC’s chairman at the time) and he 
was absolutely apoplectic that so much money should be wasted. He didn’t 
understand that in motorsport you win some and you lose some!

1968 was the year of the London to Sydney Marathon. We still had a rally 
program for the Minis but it was cut down as so much money was spent 
on preparing the Austin 1800s for the crews to drive on the Marathon. 

The Monte of 1968 was the year of the carburettor saga. The Minis were 
fitted with modified Weber carburettors – the so-called ‘split Webers’- 
which gave a little more power, and we had taken great trouble to send 
the stewards of the rally and the FIA details in advance. They accepted the 
carburettor arrangement prior to the event, but once it was clear that we 
were going to do well again they started to backtrack. After some discussion 
we decided to continue but by then the drivers had gone out and got drunk 
assuming that we were going to withdraw! They were given a pep-talk, 
bundled back into their cars and went out to complete the Mountain Circuit 
but they had to give way to the Porsches as there was very little snow. Our 
best placing was 3rd for Tony Fall and Mike Wood. After the event the cars 
were taken apart by the scrutineers and I can remember a fat Frenchman 
holding the carburettors in his hand looking at all the details. What he didn’t 
know was that there was an illegal modification of the balance pipe between 

the carbs but he didn’t see it as he had his fat fingers over it! I nearly had a 
nervous breakdown but we got away with it.

There were no outright wins that year although Paddy managed 2nd on 
the Circuit of Ireland behind Roger Clark’s Escort. Once the Twin Cam 
Escort was launched it was really all over for the Mini. We could have 
continued developing the rally cars with 12” wheels and fuel injection 
but there wasn’t the will or the money to carry on.

For the 1969 season we cancelled our contract with Coopers and went 
circuit racing. I regret it now but we needed their budget at the time. The 
Abingdon team gave their best but we just had too much to learn about 
racing in too short a time. Results weren’t good with neither us nor the 
newly formed Cooper Britax Downton teams of Minis being able to beat 
the Escorts. Racing was very much in the public eye and when the directors 
of what was by now British Leyland went to the races they expected to see 
their cars win! As far as the Mini went this was a very tall order by 1969.

Once the Minis became uncompetitive in international events it was 
all over for the Competitions Department. British Leyland had no 
suitable model to replace it while the opposition were making cars with 
competitive potential built in from the start.

When the axe finally came in 1970, Lord Stokes sent me a directive 
that all the Comps Department records dating back to 1955 should be 
destroyed – he wanted to wipe the whole lot away. Needless to say, the 
only document that was destroyed was his directive! The invaluable build 
sheets, photos and other records were saved by myself and members of 
staff and handed on to owners of ex-Works cars. Lord Stokes just could 
not see the publicity value of motorsport. He once told me that the Morris 
1100 was BMC’s best selling model without any significant competition 
history. With that attitude the Comps Department was doomed.’

Peter Barker

A young Peter Browning at the 
start of his career with BMC

Company photo of Peter Browning when he was the 
Competitions Department team manager 

Peter in later life
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2017

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm



18 | www.minicooper.org

Waterless 180 coolant
By Peter Laidler

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

4. If this waterless 180 coolant won’t boil in your engine, why do I 
need a pressurised system or radiator cap?  In truth, you don’t 
– but you’ve got to have something because liquid expands. So, 
we tested that out too, with another hot run to Newbury, with 
a simple cap, doctored so as to not pressurise the system. Yep, 
there was no pressure and no loss of fluid. You’ve already guessed 
what’s coming next haven’t you?

5. Well, what about my hoses then?  There’s no expansive load 
on the hoses either. OK, there will be a bit, simply because 
the new coolant has got hot – as you’d expect from a heat 
sink -  expanded and you’ve got a pressure loaded radiator 
cap on but it won’t be anything like it used to be because 
the internal pressure is somewhat reduced.  (We did think of 
calculating the ACTUAL pressure reduction but there were 
too many variables).

 
While talking of variables, I have to admit that I couldn’t get my temp 
gauge to read N!  It just sits about 2/3rds of the way to it.  I admit 
that I did purge the radiator block and heater assembly with a good 
and thorough flushing out with clean water and this could/would have 
helped, but on the other hand, the system was pretty-well rust and 
muck free.  So, earlier this summer we did the same to my '69 Cooper 
S. Purge the system cleaned it through and all of that palaver again.  
Nope, same results and can't get it to overheat.
 
Others have said that the new coolant is thicker and creates more 
drag on the water pump!  Yes, in theory and in the lab, that’s 
correct, but they really need to get out a bit more I’d say. It’s 
based on fuzzy logic for a couple of technical reasons. The principal 
one being that after a couple of minutes the coolant has heated 
up and thinned out.  As a bit of an aside here, if you were to be 
seriously concerned about the viscous effect of the new coolant on 
your water pump, maybe it’s time to replace it or just loosen the 
fan belt a tad.
 
Now, you couldn’t have all this good news without the down side. If 
you can think of a down side, then please let me know! 
 
While I’ve got your ear, can I make a few other suggestions?  Now 
that you have (hopefully) decided to change your coolant to the 180 
type, might I suggest that now is the time to have a good look over 
and correct anything related to the cooling system?  Hoses OK?  
Need to change any Jubilee clips? What about replacing the radiator 
overflow pipe for a piece of new neoprene type?  Thermo housing 
gasket, studs, nuts all OK? Any dodgy looking hoses? Here’s a simple 
fix that you hadn’t thought of.  Is the brass radiator bleed tap (or 
nut) serviceable? Mine was semi-knackered and clogged with sludge 
and crud as was James’.  So, once the water has been drained take 
out the whole nut/drain tap assembly from the radiator with a ½” 
AF spanner - it’s easily accessible in-situ and service it on the bench, 
not forgetting that the tap part is a left-hand thread.  Replace it, (its 
BS-pipe taper thread) making sure that the threads are dobbed with 
Coppaslip grease.
 
I can’t think of anything else but these things are always easier 
and best done when the system is cool and empty! Well, what’s 
keeping you?
 
Thanks to James and Tony for their chemistry and metallurgy help and 
the additional use of their cars, plus Teddy for being the mechanical 
gopher!  I was going to thank Somerfords and Evans the coolant people 
but will refrain in order to keep our views impartial.  
 
Peter Laidler

SKD 220G

I was reading John Parnell’s article ‘Hot and Bothered’, page 42 of the 
June issue of CooperWorld, regarding cooling problems in respect 

to the Rover Coopers. It's a subject fairly close to my heart as I have 
a Rover Cooper and used it as a test bed early last year, to test out 
the new ‘waterless’ coolant that does not boil until it reaches 180 
degrees. Earlier this year, following on from last year’s bit-part trial 
using my Rover 2001 RC Sport, me and a couple of my friends, James 
the Chemist and Tony the metallurgist/physicist, have written in non 
technical language, a shortish article about our findings below. 

I bet most of you will have heard about this relatively new idea and 
scoffed at the idea of a coolant that won’t boil until it gets to 180 
degrees C, and that is viscous enough to use in your engine and then 
scoffed at the very thought too. Yep, so did I when I first heard about it. 
So, last spring my friend, a Midget owner and chemist and I an engineer 
and 2 times Mini Cooper owner took the plunge. Also involved in this 
little project was our metallurgist pal with a Triumph Dolomite Sprint. 
Now, if anyone needs to know about effective coolants, acting on 
dissimilar and poor quality alloy materials with a known reputation for 
failures, it’s a Dolly Sprint owner, believe me!
 
These findings are not a scientific paper but written to be readable to 
all. And I also wish to add that apart from our engineering metallurgy 
and chemistry bent, we have no connection whatsoever with the 
manufacturers of this product. 
 
I bought my Evans Waterless coolant from Somerford Minis (but 
it’s also available at Europarts and other suppliers) and followed the 
instructions on the container. Draining the old system and heater 
was a relatively simple/straightforward job. The fluid comes in two 
fairly expensive parts, in 2 or 5 litre tubs. First, a water absorbent 
flushing fluid and second, a final coolant that needs you to repeat the 
process again.  

This two-part process ensures that the liquid that remains within the 
system contains less than 5% or so of water before you fill up with the 
actual coolant. But we’ll come to that 5%+ or slightly more later. 
 
I used my Rover RC Sport car during the summer months of 2016 and 
put this stuff in it to the test. The gauge temperature stayed below the 
N mark throughout and it acted exactly as it should – but the following 
questions cropped up between James the chemist and me:
  
1. At what point DID it actually boil? James’ work lab showed that it 

actually boiled at 171 degrees over the 180 specified, so no one’s 
complaining there! 

2. If it doesn’t boil until then, what happens to the water that remains 
in the system that DOES reach 100 degrees?  That’s simple too on 
the basis that you can’t defeat the laws of physics! We simply ran 
the system without a filler cap for a decent hot run to Newbury 
and back, and then analysed the vapour content of the absorbent 
paper that we used to cover the open filler neck. And guess what? 
Yep, there was water that had remained in the cooling system, 
boiled and subsequently turned to vapour. This water was being 
boiled off at 100c. So, even if you did leave more water in the 
system than suggested, that water will boil off eventually. This 
means that you will have to top up the system of course, but once 
it’s done, that’s it!

3. What about the expensive flushing fluid that you’ve now got left 
over?  Good question.  You can use it again and again, of course, 
but each time you do, it becomes a more saturated solution, 
which is defeating the object really. Don’t worry about the 
A-level chemistry here, but here’s a thing that they won’t tell 
you. What you do is simply boil it up on the cooker and watch as 
it steams away.  It will steam of course but that isn’t the flushing 
fluid boiling away, it is the water in the fluid that you don’t want 
any way! You always win.
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Trade Supporter
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Timo Makinen’s obituary 

I would like to correct a sentence in the obituary Bill Price wrote 
for Timo Makinen. Bill agrees and has apologised to me for his 
interpretation of an article I wrote! Bill says in the June issue of 
CooperWorld: ‘Christabel had difficulty with the navigation on the 
rally ...’ What I had written in the ‘Safety Fast’ magazine published 
in March 1963 and quoted in Mini Virtuoso 2016, was that the 
conditions in between the special stages were ‘unexpectedly 
difficult’ and that ‘the clocks never seemed to synchronise, with 
always more kilometres left to cover than the remaining minutes’. 
I kept on urging Timo to get a move on with ‘faster, faster’! This 
was due to the blinding snow conditions. 1963 proved to be one 
of the challenging rallies of the century with only 98 cars finishing 
out of 296 starters.

I never made a mistake in navigating. I had prepared meticulously 
and filed all the maps and notes in my music case. I knew that if I did 
make a mistake and we were late at any of the controls, I would be 
blamed by Stuart Turner and the Abingdon back up team, and not 
Timo, the brilliant driver!

Christabel Carlisle/Watson

Apologies to Christabel 

When describing Christabel Carlisle’s co-drive with Timo 
Makinen on the 1963 Monte, I said that Christabel “had difficulty 
with the navigation”.

The fact that their car was one of only 27 cars to arrive in Monte 
penalty free in atrocious weather speaks for itself. To sit beside the 
greatest rally driver of the period in a powerful car on snow and ice 
was a terrific effort.

In all her racing and rallying experiences Christabel was always a 
determined and skilful competitor.

Sorry Christabel.  

Bill Price

Tool/Jack bags 

Recently I have received numerous enquiries regarding the 
variations on the tool/jack bags that were supplied with the classic 
Mini. I appreciate that the early Minis were supplied with a Hardura 
bag which had two webbing straps sewn to close the side exit bag. 
Then came the black plastic version whereby the jack and allied 
tools were slid in from one end and a webbing strap was provided 
to close the entry.

I would be grateful if readers could provide me with details and 
approximate dates as to when the change over took place reverting 
from Hardura to Polythene? Please email bryanpurves1@gmail .com.

Many thanks.   

Bryan Purves

LETTERS
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Brian Culcheth is patron to the show and is looking for a collection of 
rally cars for this year’s event. Historic rally cars are of interest and, 
of course, Ex-works cars in particular.  

To see a preview of last year’s show go to:  
www.classicsatthecastle.co.uk

If you would like to take part please contact Brian for further details:
Tel: 01643 863275 Mobile: 07837185254 Email: bculcheth@aol.com

The Sherborne Classic Car Show,  
Dorset 15-16th July 2017

Book Review − How to power tune MINI on a small budget 
By Paul Sulma

Almost from the day the Mini was launched on the world in August 1959, 
some owners found that the relatively small powered 848cc engine with 

which BMC had decided to endow the Mini with was just a bit under powered. 
This would become particularly evident when carrying passengers and/or 
negotiating hilly terrain. So, it wasn’t very long before some owners started 
to seek ways of improving their Mini’s power and performance in order to 
address this deficiency. And it was this growing demand for better performance 
from the Mini that quickly spawned the first of many Mini tuning companies in 
the 1960s, with some becoming Mini household names such as Speedwell. 

The ordinary Mini owning man in the street could not necessarily afford 
to employ a specialist tuning company to improve the performance of 
their car but, if they could acquire the right knowledge on how to do it 
themselves, then they could fulfil their desire. So it was not long before the 
demand from budding DIY tuners then spawned ‘how to do it’ books and 
manuals on the subject.

Fast forward to today, and there are now so many books and manuals 
offering the DIY tuner all the advice they need in order to maximise the 
power and performance of their Mini if they are prepared to spend not 
inconsiderable amounts of money in doing so. Thus, most of the books and 
manuals one could turn to for advice tend to treat tuning as though money 
should be no object for the owner when embarking on the quest for more 
power and performance, conveniently forgetting that the Mini is, just, still 
an everyman’s and woman’s car and so are owned by people who don’t 
necessarily have unlimited budgets to squander on their every desires.

So, it is refreshing to know that there is a book that has been written 
specifically to help those Mini owners who wish their Mini could perform 
better but don’t really have the budget to go all out to achieve it. That book 
is ‘How to power tune Mini on a small budget’, which is written by Des 
Hammill and published by Veloce. The author is an engineer with years of 
professional experience in building race engines. The book was first printed 
in 2001 and then revised in 2005 and reprinted this year in full colour which 
always helps. This is a really good book for the novice DIY tuner who is just 
starting out, as many of the suggested modifications and alterations in order 
to achieve the desired result are quite simple and straightforward to make. 
Additionally, the more experienced DIY tuner will also find the book useful 
too. It’s certainly not a huge tome having only 104 pages, but there are a 
good number of illustrative photographs included throughout. The book is 
priced at a reasonable £22.50 and comes as a good quality paperback. 

Paul Sulma

How to power tune MINI on a small budget - By Des Hammill

• ISBN 978-1-787110-87-8 . UPC 6-36847-01087-4

• BIC classification: WGCV + WGCB

• Price £22.50
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WHICH CYLINDER HEAD?

ports at about 3/4in/20mm in from the 
side of the cylinder head to which the 
inlet manifold bolts. The inlet ports 
are also bored to a specific diameter 

(0.950in/24mm) in the interests of 
gaining maximum economy from the 
engine. Open this hole size up and 
the economy will never be the same 

The number ‘295’ is cast into the middle 
of the cylinder head adjacent to where the 

rocker shaft bolts on.

The inlet valve on the left has been back 
chamfered with a 30 degree cut to narrow 

the seat down as has the exhaust valve 
on the right. Seat widths after chamfering 

are 0.040inch/1.0mm for the inlets and 
0.070inch/1.8mm for the exhausts. The 

valve seats in the cylinder head are 
machined to match.

45

CAMSHAFT, TIMING CHAIN & OIL PUMP

enough, though not perfect. It is 
possible to have a major mismatch 
through the machining tolerances 
of various parts but most grossly 
inaccurate camshaft timing is caused 
by incorrect assembly (usually one 
tooth out).

If you want to know more about 
camshaft choice and precision timing 
there is another book in the SpeedPro 
Series also by Des Hammill called How 
to Choose Camshafts & Time Them 
for Maximum Power.

Summary
Retaining the standard camshaft 
for your particular engine is 
recommended. If your camshaft is 
checked and found to be in good 
condition (lift not reduced by wear) 
you can use it with confidence, 
knowing that it’ll provide good engine 
performance up to 6000rpm. If, on the 
other hand, the camshaft is worn then 
there is no alternative but to replace 

it: you could install a new/reground 
standard cam or an MG Metro 1300 
one for extra performance (if you don’t 
mind losing a few miles to the gallon 
and having some extra work done if 
your engine is not an A+ unit).

The 1300 MG Metro camshaft 
is a very underrated camshaft, 
and frequently gets replaced with 
something ‘better’. In fact, the factory 
engineers developed this camshaft 
as the sensible limit for these road 
going engines. These camshafts are 
compatible with the valve gear, and 
are true ‘drop in fit’ items on 998 
and 1275 A+ engines. This particular 
camshaft is one of the best all round, 
road going camshafts that have ever 
been available for the A-Series engine, 
either from the factory or from any 
aftermarket camshaft manufacturer’s 
product range.

OIL PUMP
Caution! - Oil pumps can wear much 

Internal parts of this oil pump are well worn 
with all surfaces scored. The rotors (left 

and centre) are worn undersized, while the 
pump body (right) is worn oversized.
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IGNITION SYSTEM

Distributor-type Ignition Systems.
For the amount of work involved 

in changing the distributor and 
one of its springs, and marking the 
crankshaft damper or pulley so that 

the engine can be accurately strobe 
light timed, the improvement in engine 
performance is totally disproportionate. 
No A-Series engine will give optimum 
road going performance with a 

The advance mechanism spring at the 
top of the picture is the weaker of the 

two standard ones, while the spring at 
the bottom is a Ford Motorcraft one. The 
number nine stamped on this distributor 

refers to its nine degrees of advance. 
This, of course, converts to 18 degrees of 

advance at the crankshaft.

This distributor has 10 degrees of 
mechanical advance built into signified by 

the number 10 stamped on the advance 
plate. That’s 20 crankshaft degrees of 

advance.
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.



THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young

Of note are the various standard parts, such as the stirrup connection 
for the choke cable (now available again from SUs) and the insulation 
flange, AHH 5713, so necessary to keep some of the heat generated 
from the exhaust manifold away from the carbs. 

These two drawings should be read in conjunction with the sketch 
that I drew a long while ago (produced in 1994) to illustrate the 'fork 
and peg' method of taking the strain out of the accelerator cable to the 
carbs. This allows a little slack, and once set, allows both carbs to open 
at exactly the same amount. So there we are, now you should all know 
how the H4s should be fitted to your pride and joy.

Long service medal

Before we start, I’ve been reminiscing 
and have realised that I’ve been 

writing this column since November 
1993 –which is an exceedingly long time. 
It seems only a few years ago that I 
volunteered for this job, taking over from 
Arnie Wookey, who had rather gone to 
sleep with the Archive in the later years 
of his reign. My aim has always been to 
collect a valuable Archive for the club for 
posterity. The main driver in encouraging 
members to contribute was to reassure 
people that the Archive material 

continued to remain their property once it was sent in. This would 
mean anyone sending material in could ask for it back at anytime, this 
would encourage members to send in lots of original material rather 
than photocopies. Nonetheless, we do have a good mix of original 
material and photocopies.  

When the Archive restarted, it was also my aim that it would be 
available to all to view. This could only work by people asking for 
photocopies of items I’ve mentioned, with the club charging for the 
copies. That situation still exists, although the number of requests for 
copies I now receive is very few. Anyway, the service is still there for 
anyone to have copies of what is in the Archive.  

It has been suggested that all of this material should be available 'on 
line' to download and the club could profit accordingly – but that is 
just a Herculean task and one I’m unable and unwilling to undertake. 
Fortunately, I believe it’s also skating on very thin ice to distribute items 
where we don’t own the copyright, for gain, to the world at large. 
Providing an ad hoc service to our club members is all we can do. Most 
of the Archive is catalogued, albeit written in long hand on sheets of 
paper and then on a long defunct Psion organiser, so that was lost. My 
long term aim has always been to have this information electronically 
catalogued so it can at least be searched. Once upon a time my 
memory was sufficient to remember that we had an article in the 
Archive and the listing quickly located it. Now the Archive is just too big 
for my addled brain to retain all that we hold. The plan to electronically 
catalogue all this lot is frankly now a far too big a task that I’m capable 
or willing to undertaking. In truth, the number of times I’m asked for 
something from the Archive, that necessitates a search, is very small, so 
the actual need to have all of this catalogued is not warranted with the 
effort involved.

We continue to receive contributions on a spasmodic basis but our 
most prolific contributor is without doubt Philip Splett who is always 
rummaging through his vaults on Mini memorabilia and comes up 
with some interesting stuff and without him, we would starve of new 
material.  However, I feel now after doing this job for near twenty four 
years, I should consider handing the Archive over to someone else – do 
I really want the distinction of having been Archivist for twenty five 
years? Please form an orderly queue to take over the reins. 

Special Tuning Carburettors

Not dwelling on all things red and white as I am often accused of, I 
came across a copy of the Special Tuning date sheet for the installation 
of the H4 carbs. These were fitted to nearly all Works Minis and, of 
course, many other tuned Minis of the day. They are a better carb than 
the HS4, largely because they have a much longer throat compared to 
the more compact HS4 – the down side is they all leak!  The ST Carb 
installation parts, C-AHT 1 and C-AHT 2 form part of the installation 
kit for the H4s that Special Tuning supplied. C-AHT 1 is an abutment 
piece which allows for the fitment of the choke cable and accelerator 
cable onto the bracket that also anchors the carbs together using the 
ram pipe bolts. C-AHT 2s are the long anchor brackets to allow for the 
use of two long external springs to be used. These springs replace the 
small standard items on the interconnecting shaft that standard H4s use. 
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No hub cap wheels

The subject of ‘no hub cap wheels’ was raised a good while ago.  These 
unusual S rims, that do not have lugs provided to take a hub cap, have 
continued to be the topic of conversation, on and off, whenever wheels 
are discussed. These were originally thought to perhaps be competition 
only wheels, as I at least thought it unlikely that BMC would want 
standard cars in their showrooms without hub caps fitted. However, the 
good number of these wheels that seem to be coming to the surface has 
lead to that theory being flawed. This has now been confirmed by a copy 
of an AutoCar road test on the all new 1071 S, dated 12th April 1963. 
The headline notes that the car tested, 731 HOP, was fitted with Dunlop 
SP tyres on wheels with 4.5 inch wide rims, and for which hub plates are 
not available. So, the logical conclusion here must be that the very early 
1071 Ss were fitted with wheel rims that did not take a hub cap. And so 
all those determined to get their concourse early cars spot on, should 
not only NOT be sporting nice chrome hub caps, they should also have 
wheel rims that do not have the lugs to take said hub cap.

Talking to Peter Copestick, many moons ago, he informed me that the 
pressing process needed to provide the lugs was a unique operation, which 
needed separate tooling to allow it to be carried out. So perhaps there 
is the answer. The very early cars with their new vented 4.5J wheels just 
didn’t have the lugs because that additional process had yet to be put into 
production. Thereafter, the need for hub caps necessitated the provision of 
the lugs once the cars went into production. So, if you have a set of wheels 
sans lugs, it’s likely they are very early 1071 wheels and not competition 
wheels, as was originally speculated upon. However, that still does not 
explain what exactly the steel competition wheel, C-AHT-182 was.

Quick Lift Jack

Also from that old copy of AutoCar, which contained lots of period 
adverts relating to the Mini, and one of which caught my eye, was the 
side fitting quick lift jack. This is a really good accessory – I know because 
I’ve got one (well a similar one to the one shown here). These are 
designed not just for garage use but are de-mouldable (mine comes apart 
into two pieces) so that it can be stowed in the boot. In operation it is 
very fast and easy to use, raising the car very quickly with only minimal 
effort. It fits into the existing jacking points in the sill of the car, so these 
must be in good condition before attempting to put such a load on it.  

The only problem with the jack in my experience is that to be 
effective it needs to be operated at right angles to the car, much as 
in the picture, which probably restricts many using it in the confines 
of a domestic garage. None the more for that, it is a very useful tool 
which I find good to use. So, if you see one offered, I can recommend 
getting hold of it (no doubt eBay will be full of them now!)

Until next month,

Robert Young
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Given our enthusiasm for the Mini and those that made 
it punch above its weight, it came as a rather sobering 

reminder recently that we are all, indeed mortal, with the loss 
of two greats of not only BMC Mini folklore, but from the 
whole motorsport community with each having very interesting 
careers. Although I will focus on one, as I’m sure there will have 
been tributes to the other individual in CooperWorld.

I went to bed on Thursday, 4th May with news relayed by 
motor racing historian, Doug Nye to a historic motor racing 
forum I often frequent, that Sir John Whitmore had passed 
away on 28th April. Only to awake the following morning to 
read that Timo Makinen had passed away too on 4th May and 
with a tinge of irony both were aged 79 years old. Despite 
their frontline careers finishing decades ago, that doesn’t make 
it any easier to fathom. 

Although from a fairly privileged background, John Whitmore 
was one of the earliest to take to the new fangled ‘Mini’ and 
soon afterwards competition motoring with one. At that time he 
had already raced the likes of Lotus, Lister and Tojeiro cars and 
was still ‘plain’ John Henry Douglas Whitmore. It was his father, 
Sir Francis Whitmore that received the baronet title, passing it 
to John mid-way through 1962 after his father died aged 90. So, 
when John inherited the title he was a mere 24 years old and 
essentially still a bit of a lad that liked to do things lads liked to 
do. He was aided and abetted by friends within motorsport and 
the Hollywood scene – Steve McQueen and Charles Bronson to 
name drop a couple. 

It was, of course, an era when a few quid and a few good 
contacts helped make almost anything possible within various 
forms of motorsport. In June 1959 John ran at Le Mans with 
another chap who would quickly rise through the ranks. Jim 
Clark was he and they shared the driving duties in a Lotus Elite. 
At that stage neither had vast experience – just sublime talent. 
That of course was before the Mini was announced. However, 
by November 1959 John was mixing amongst some 130 odd 
crews, with he and six other crews aboard the almost untried 
Austin Sevens and Morris Mini Minors lined up in Blackpool for 
the start of the RAC International Rally. 

What followed, of course, was significant success driving Minis 
in various forms in rally and circuit racing. His first competition 
Speedwell-tuned Austin Seven, registered 616 HKM, gave its life 
to the sport and was replaced by another early Mini but of the 
Morris variety, having been Trevor Clarke’s mount for the 1959 
RAC registered TMO 540, got quite a run in John’s competitive 
outings through to late 1961. By that time the Don Moore-
prepared car and driver pairing had scored enough points in 8 of 
the 9 rounds of the BRSCC’s British Saloon Car Championship 
he had competed. The class structure of that Championship 
meaning John finished 1st ahead of Mike Parkes Jaguar to receive 
the title honours. 

The Championship wound up with the BSCC (now BTCC) 
having visited 7 of England’s circuits (2 times each for Silverstone 
and Snetterton) on Saturday, 30th  September, 1961 at 
Snetterton. The following day, 1st October, John was entered 
for three events at Brands Hatch. One with a BMC powered 
Lotus 20 FJ, another Lotus (an Elite) and his Austin Seven. In fact, 
his buddy, Steve McQueen, was also listed as a driver for the 
Austin Seven Mini and did, indeed, drive John’s Mini in the Event 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

John’s battered Austin Seven 616 HKM on the 1959 RAC Rally  
during the Aintree test

An early, albeit brief Whitmore feature from April 
1960 Motor Sport

This is a page from BMC Achievements 1961-62 booklet giving 
some of the details on John’s 1961 season – complete with the 

addition of John Whitmore’s autograph
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5 Farningham Trophy. That helped fuel Steve’s interest in 
motorsport, leading to him buying a Cooper T56 off John 
Cooper and all this helped meld his two passions of film 
and motorsport into the ‘Le Mans’ cult movie. Less than 
two weeks after John’s title victory, the Championship-
winning Mini was for sale – best offer over £550 secured 
it. What price now would it be worth with that and the 
McQueen history, aided by the dizziness of prices paid 
for 1959 Minis?! 

For 1962 John Whitmore’s talent was secured by the 
Cooper Car Company to run with John Love and 
Bill Blydenstein, in the Ken Tyrrell-run Works Austin 
Seven Cooper and Morris Mini-Cooper race cars. 
It was, of course, to be John Love’s year to win the 
BSCC for Cooper and BMC. During that same year 
John Whitmore also became involved with promotion 
of the Ogle Mini GT (also known as the SX1000 
because BMC weren’t keen for the Mini name to 
be associated with the car) with fellow Essex-based 
farmer/businessman, John Ogier and motorsport 
enthusiast and team owner. Joining him as a director 
after David Ogle lost his life in a car accident on 25th 
May 1962 (see Ogle press kit image). It was just after 
the Ogle appointment that John’s father Sir Francis 
passed away on 12th June, who was kept in the dark 
about his son’s racing career until the 1961 BSCC title 
win. The family title was now his, not that he wanted 
it! Australian master artist, motoring enthusiast and 
Whitmore confidant, Brian Caldersmith told me… 
“He did not use the title personally or in normal life 
- just when promoting the business. He said to me 
once,” “Sir”, if you like it I'll sell it to you, I'm not using 
it.”  Please see more from Brian elsewhere with this 
month’s Old Cooper Stuff.

The Twin-engined Moke and Mini projects had 
gathered momentum and, initially, with some good 
publicity for BMC in early 1963 as a result of Sir 
John Whitmore getting involved as a driver, together 
with Paul Frère in Downton’s entry at the 5th May 
1963 Targa Florio road race around the rough and 
tumble Sicilian roads. However, that was the very 
same weekend as John Cooper’s massive crash with 
Cooper’s version of the Twini Mini. So, the Twini 
project was given a quiet farewell. 

Having stayed with Cooper for 1963 meant Sir John 
was one of the first to race with a 1071 Cooper S. That 
was at the 11th May 1963 Silverstone meeting and the 
5th round of the BSCC, and just two days after the 
car had been officially homologated. Sir John would 
take 5th outright and a class victory with the 1071 
that day. Adding to the 4 class victories he’d already 
been gathering since earlier in the year when 997s still 
occupied the engine bay, ultimately both capacities 
helped reap Sir John 2nd in the 1963 BSCC with 9 class 
wins from 11 Championship rounds. Jack Sears won the 
title that year using 3 different Ford models – Cortina GT, 
Lotus Cortina and Galaxie.

It was also during the 1963 motorsport calendar that Sir 
John was one of the early ones to be publicised using a 
1300cc engine capacity in a Mini. It was the 10th August 
1963 Silverstone 750MC 6 Hour Relay Race. He’s not 
the first that I’m aware of to be publicised for doing so, 
but given the 1275 public release was then still some 
time off in March 1964, one has to ascertain that it 
was purely an opportunity for some race environment 
testing for what lay ahead.

Of course, over the period already covered, John 
Whitmore raced various cars in many forms over 
and above the BMC product discussed. There were 
of course others that fell under the BMC umbrella 

Almost immediately after David Ogle’s death in a car accident, John Whitmore 
was made a director of David Ogle Limited. This is part of the press kit issued 

with that announcement
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such as Healey and MGA, but he was also running 
Aston Martin and continued racing various Lotuses. 
By late 1963 he was dabbling with the ‘dark side’ – 
Ford products for the likes of John Willment and Alan 
Mann in 1964. Ford was ramping up their campaign to 
steamroll Ferrari and needed capable drivers to do so. 
His talent and wings had spread (as no doubt would 
have his retainer). At any given weekend during 1964 – 
1966 he would be found somewhere in England, Europe 
or the USA racing the likes of Lotus Cortina, Shelby 
Cobra and  GT40 at often high profile events. Then it 
all stopped, with a quiet announcement in early January 
1967 that he had retired from racing and would be 
running a Ford dealership in his home county of Essex. 

That is all 50 years ago, but the Whitmore legacy will be 
long remembered for his Lotus, Mini and Ford exploits 
all those years ago and for Sir John being a thoroughly 
good human.

I offer my condolences to Sir John’s family and friends.

Stephen Dalton

Brian Caldersmith reflects… 
Sir John was one of the good ones. His racing record is well 
known, so I will not duplicate it here. Rather a couple of 
reminisces about a friend. 

I managed to talk John into coming down to Australia for one 
of our Tasman Revival meetings by promising him a drive in my 
Lotus Elite - that was in 2006. He enjoyed himself so much 
he came back to do it again a few years later. He cunningly 
scheduled his international business training tours to coincide 
with the meetings. 

At the first one we shared the drive and I learnt a lot from 
him. It was great to talk tyre pressures and racing with the 
man that had shared an Elite with Jim Clark at Le Mans. He 
was visibly faster out of corners than other people and I asked 
him about his technique. He was a slow in/fast out man and 
the instant that he had started the turn in, ignored the apex 
and focussed on the outside exit point. 

At the second meeting I organised another Elite for him to 
drive so that I could compete with him. That was great fun. 
His stories of the earlier days racing were endless and highly 
entertaining. Some of which cannot be repeated. 

He stayed at our place on his visits and I did a portrait of 
him after his first trip without his knowledge. Next time 
he was ‘down under’ I said we need to go to the mall to 
get some things for dinner. The big art show was on and 
I had the portrait included amongst the several hundred 
entries. Convincing him it was worth a quick look, he was 
dumbfounded when he saw it. He took it home that trip. 

I shared some nice times with him on a couple of visits to the 
UK - including a private tour of the Jim Clark Room in Duns 
conducted by Ian Scott-Watson and dinner afterwards at what 
used to be the famous Border Reivers ‘club’ pub. 

John and Frank Gardner were old compatriots (in Elites and 
Ford GT40s amongst other things) and it was great to get 
the two of them together after many years. That resulted in 
one of the funniest afternoons ever. What a shame that that 
conversation was not recorded! 

And I am pleased now, that on my last visit to the UK I 
managed to organise a reunion with John and Chris Barber. 
They had not seen each other for 30 odd years. 

A sad loss of a friend and one of the good ones from the 
Golden Era. 

Brian Caldersmith

The only time I ever met Sir John was the December 2006 Tasman Revival at 
Eastern Creek. He was racing Brian Caldersmith’s Lotus that weekend. Here 

he poses for me with Ken Nelson’s Cooper S
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Behind the Borders
By Stewart Lawrence

I had previously navigated three or four times on this event for Barry 
Bradley but, unfortunately, he was unable to make it this year. As no 

other drives presented themselves, I decided to offer my services to 
help with the running of the rally on the day, and maybe tack on a couple 
of days mooching around Northumbria afterwards. Having witnessed 
the work put in by the organisers running the event in previous years, I 
hoped that having me on board would not add much to their worries.

The journey up from Sussex was protracted but uneventful, and the 
faithful Rover 75 covered the miles in rather more civilised fashion than 
our favourite small car. Having navigated my way to a pre-designated local 
Tandoori, I met up with Niall Cook, (Secretary of the Meeting) on Friday 
evening to hear how it was shaping up from his point of view, and find out 
what the day of the event held in store for me. Having shared his concerns 
over some last minute hiccups and other complications, Niall assured me 
that I would be kept busy for most of the day and so it proved.

Saturday dawned promisingly damp and we set off to a rural lock up to 
pick up a few bits and pieces before making our way to the start venue 
at Vallum Farm – ‘the foodie gateway to Hadrian’s wall’. We carried out 
some limited testing of this claim and I can confirm that the bacon rolls 
and coffee at least are well up to scratch.

Despite a wedding event snatching away the preferred scrutineering 
and start area only the week before (more stress!) we made do, with 
what turned out to be some fairly adequate substitute areas on the site.  
I was set to work with Chief Marshal Gordon Reid attaching control 
boards to electric fence posts with tie wraps.  These were then handed 
out to the marshals to position ahead of their location before the 
competitors began to arrive at each control.

Meanwhile, Bernie the scrutineer arrived and began the process of 
checking each car in turn to ensure it met the requirements including 
a noise test. Whilst doing this, Bernie also gives you a running 
commentary on all the things you should have done or could be better 
done, or that he’d have to pull you up on if this was a stage rally etc. All 
this is done in his own inimitable style and is quite amusing to observe, 
although possibly a little disconcerting to those on their first event! A 
great character - what would we do without these people?

One of the features of the Borders event in its evolved form are the 
‘Special Tests’ which involve competitors following a predetermined course 
around a number of traffic cones marked with letters. A comprehensive 
booklet of route diagrams for the tests was issued to the competitors at 
signing on. The test took place on private land during Saturday afternoon 
before the conventional navigational sections in the evening. My next job 

28 | www.minicooper.org

Assembling control boards

Car 6 misses the gate

The Robin Hood tree at Steel Rigg
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after constructing the code boards was to help marshal on Special Test 1. The 
test was held around a farm and its surrounding buildings including a slalom 
round three hay bales through a barn!  The last section was a straight farm track 
before a moderate left hand bend and then left though a gate to stop astride 
one line, and then carry on to the finish astride a second line.
  
Chatting to my fellow marshal we decided that a few people were going to 
overshoot the gate with consequent hasty braking and reversing to facilitate 
the required ‘left slot.’  In this we were correct and two or three cars did 
indeed overshoot the gate. What we had not expected was the sound of 
a car sliding on the gravel and off the left hand bend into a wire fence. I 
quickly sprinted over to find Jeff Pratt’s red Cooper embedded in the fence. 
Luckily, the only ill effects seem to be some slightly bent and scratched 
bodywork and a broken headlamp.  We pushed Jeff back onto the track and 
he carried on to the finish nursing a bruised ego and a grazed elbow.

Having marshalled test 5 which was a second running of test 1, my next job was 
to navigate Jon Richardson round the entire route in the course car, to make 
sure it was still going to work as planned (no last minute roadworks, diversions, 
missing bridges or the like) and that the controls were established in the right 
places and ready to receive drivers.  No pressure there other than if I cocked 
up the navigation we’d end up off course or with car 1 right up our trumpet!

Having finished the course we doubled back and endeavoured to set 
ourselves up with a camera to take some night shots, but were thwarted by 
flat batteries and a duff photographer (me) – sorry Niall!

Last job was to get ourselves back to the finish at the Riverdale Hall 
Hotel in Bellingham in time for some well-earned hot grub, raffle (in 
support of WaterAid), results and possibly a pint or three if we could 
squeeze that in (we could).

The last couple of pints were imbibed while chatting to competitors 
who had thoroughly enjoyed the event. We were also entertained by 
a fellow hotel guest who appeared to have been enjoying the hotel’s 
hospitality for most of the day, and was very keen to chat to anyone who 
would listen.  In truth, whether you wanted to talk or not didn’t seem to 
greatly concern her, she was p*****d and quite happy to chat to anyone. 
Fortunately, she selected someone else for special attention and we 
avoided eye contact at all costs.

After a good night’s kip we reconvened for a hearty (heart threatening?) 
breakfast with those that had stayed over followed by goodbyes.  Niall 
and I then retraced most of the route collecting code boards, cones and 
other rally paraphernalia.  It’s amazing how different the route looks in 
daylight and how many code boards, cones etc. you can get in the back of 
a Peugeot 306.  

Highlight of the Sunday was a country pub where we enjoyed a well-earned pint 
with a roast lunch in front of a roaring fire while the rain lashed down outside.

Having travelled all the way from Sussex, I decided that this time, rather 
than race back down South on Sunday, I would impose further on Niall’s 
hospitality and take a couple of extra days to visit Hadrian’s Wall, Vindolanda 
Roman fort and the associated Roman Army Museum. I also made a special 
pilgrimage to Steel Rigg and Sycamore Gap on the wall where I was able to 
see the tree made famous in the film Robin Hood Prince of Thieves.  I was 
glad that the rain abated for this mission and was even spotted on Hadrian’s 
Wall by someone from back home – it’s a small world.  

Being involved in the running of the event was a real eye-opener, the 
amount of effort involved for Niall and his dedicated team of marshals and 
other helpers, results in an event that caters for all levels of competitors 
and it really deserves greater support and a larger entry, if only to balance 
out the work that goes into the organisation in the preceding 12 months.  
In the senior team assisting Mr Cook in this epic production I’d particularly 
mention Dave and Sheila Ross, Jon Richardson and Gordon Reid, not 
forgetting sponsors YB racing and Vallum Farm.

In closing it would be foolish not to publicise the date of this year’s 
event being Saturday, 18th November – I thoroughly recommend it as a 
competitor or helper and look forward to being part of a record entry!

Finally, in a moment of enthusiastic weakness I may also have agreed to consider 
organising a 12 car rally in Sussex; could the Downs Navigation return?

Stewart Lawrence

Car 15 misses the gate

Car 15 goes through the gate

Well earned pint



Mini girls rally team - Dixies challenge Epynt
By Louise Thomas and Emily Easton-Page

COMPETITION

Well, it was a long journey down to the 
event, 1,126 miles round trip to be 

exact, but it was well worth it. We left Mull 
on the 7am boat Friday morning and arrived 
at our accommodation at 8.30pm that night.

Saturday morning Emily I and drove the 
Mini to just outside the Army range where 
Sunday’s event was to take place. We then 
left the Mini with my father and took his 
car up into the ranges, to see if we could 
get a sneak look at the roads we would 
be competing on. The sign at the range 
said DON’T STOP - so we didn’t! Wow, 
the roads were fantastic, very smooth and 
wide compared to anything we had driven 
on before. We planned to play the two 
women lost card if we were stopped and 
questioned, as we were not 100 percent 
sure we were allowed to be there. But all 
went well and we managed not cause to 
much suspicion!

We then went back to the B&B cleaned 
the car and headed to Scrutineering to 
get the car safety checked and sign the 
necessary paper work. We met up with 
lots of fellow competitors and officials, 
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Adverts – Off Peak Run 

 

 

who were so encouraging, and like when we competed on the 
Mull Rally, we could hear people saying “here come the girls”. We 
passed Scrutineering with flying colours! And the offer from HRCR 
organisers to hold on to our Marie Curie Collection cans for the 
championship year was just great!

Sunday morning, event day, both nervous but really excited that, at 
long last, the day had arrived. What an atmosphere! People wishing us 
good luck left right and centre! Cars still being worked on, but we were 
ready to go! The first 2 stages went ok, but we did get caught. 

The next two stages were a repeat of stages 1 and 2 and we were 
much quicker second time round 32 seconds on the first stage. We 
held our own during the day, but we found we were not getting 
enough speed on the straights, and not knowing the stages or 
pace notes definitely made a difference to the confidence. During 
service time, small alterations were made to the engine to improve 
this. The car did not falter all day. We had a couple of interesting 
moments during the day, mainly involving chicanes, which were 
constructed mostly of hay bales. Emily told me which way to enter 
the chicane, but as we approached I decided that in a Mini these 
can be taken flat out picking up some hay along the way! Rain came 
on during the second half of the day and it did become slippery at 
times, but we did it! We got to the end, in one piece, and we had 
great fun! We also gained a little more experience and learnt lessons 
to take forward to the next round on the 2nd July, Mid-Summer 
Stages Caerwent South Wales. An even longer journey, but I’m sure 
it will be worth it!

Thank you so much for your support and we, as a team, are very 
positive that with your support we have made a great start in our quest 
to make a difference to other people’s lives and not just our own!

Louise and Emily- Mini Girls Rally Team
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The HRCR Old Stager Rally Championship
By Peter Ellerby

The second round of the HRCR Old Stager Rally 
Championship and Mini Sport Cup, the Dixies Challenge 

Rally, ran on the 30th April on the famous Epynt ranges in the 
Brecon Beacons. A total of 21 Minis yes, 21 Minis of various ages 
had gained an entry which shows how popular this championship 
is becoming. 

The entry included for the first time, two crews from Ireland, 
namely, Ray Cunningham/Jerad Gill from Galway in their Mini 
Spares sponsored Mini, and Colin McDowell/John Heatherinton 
in their Mini. Then we had an all women crew in a Mini Sport and 
MCR sponsored car with Louise Thomas from Mull and Emily 
Eastern-Page from Scotland. With at least two crews from Wales 
you could say that the championship had gone international (well 
nearly). A total of 11 stages were planned and with a chance of 
rain promised later in the day, the fast roads and blind crests 
would test the crews. 

Right from the start the Irish crews put in some fast times with 
Colin McDowell/John Heatherinton fastest on stage one with Clive 
King/Anton Bird tying with Ian Clare/Antony Elks 5 seconds down. 
On stage 2 Ray Cunningham posted the fastest time along with 
Colin McDowell and Clive King one second down, Ian Clare was 
3rd with Jim Brindle/Sam Bold and Peter Ellerby/Ben Anderson 
4th and 5th respectively. The service park was a little cramped this 
year because the army needed the usual place we used to use but 
everybody found a space.  Peter Ellerby was having problems with 
a misfiring engine which got worse as the day went on. Stage 3 and 
4 went the same way with Ray and Colin matching times and Clive 
in close attendance. Ian Clare dropped some time on stage 4 and 
Andrew O'Hanlon/Ryan Taylor were moving up the leader board 
along with Eric Davies/Russel Joseph.

Stage 5 saw Clive match Ray’s time with Ray taking the lead on 
stage 6. Colin was 2nd on both stages 5 and 6. Only 10 seconds 
covered the top 6 crews. Back at service the Mini of Richard 
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Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill car 34

Clive King/Anton Bird car 32

 Ian Clare/Antony Elkes car 60
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Ford/Neil Macdonald had developed 
a misfire which would result in their 
retirement. The rain which had been 
forecast came as the crews left service 
for stages 7 and 8 but, thankfully, only a 
light drizzle came but enough to keep the 
crews on their toes on stage 7. Ian put 
in the fastest time with Clive 2nd putting 
Ray and Colin into 3rd and 4th places 
respectively. But on stage 8 the Irish came 
back with Ray 1st Colin 2nd Ian and Clive 
tied on 3rd Jim Brindle and Peter Ellerby 
4th and 5th.  Stages 9,10 and 11 went the 
same way with the top 4 crews swapping 
fastest times but Colin’s day was ruined 
with a bad time on stage 10. When booking 
into a time control early they were given a 
one minute penalty thereby dropping them 
down the leader board. 

The results were quickly posted with 1st 
Mini and 1st cat one to Ray Cunningham/

COMPETITION

Andrew O’Hanlon/Ryan Taylor car 47

Jim Brindle/Sam Bould car 31
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Jared Gill. 2nd Mini were Clive King/
Anton Bird and 1st cat two. 3rd were Ian 
Clare/Antony Elks 1st open class and even 
with his penalties Colin McDowell/John 
Heatherington were 4th and 2nd cat two. 
Jim Brindle/Sam Bould were 5th, Peter 
Ellerby/Ben Anderson with a still misfiring 
engine still managed 6th and 2nd cat one. 
Andrew O'Hanlon/Ryan Taylor came 7th 
and Eric Davis/Russell Joseph with some 
good times on the later stages 8th. The Irish 
came and conquered which has opened 
up the championship, but with the next 
round again in Wales at the military base at 
Carwent, with its high kerbs and 90 degree 
junctions, will be a totally different test 
for drivers and cars as last year’s round 
proved with many drivers complaining of 
overheating brakes.  

Peter Ellerby

Photos by Nigel Pratt

Peter Ellerby/Ben Anderson car 45

Eric Davis/Russell Joseph car 57
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FOR A FRIENDLY WELCOME AND GREAT ADVICE, WHY NOT VISIT OUR SHOP?
Aston Lane, Birmingham, B20 3BW

DELIVERY: UK wide delivery available: 
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Thousands of parts for YOUR car
FUEL + CARBS

Part Description  Price 

AUF214Z S&M FUEL PUMP 63-74  £51.30 

AZX1818 MINI FUEL PUMP 69-91  £35.82 

XNB10007 MINI DUEL SENDER 58-96 CARB MODEL  £15.60 

XNB100380 MINI INJ FUEL SENDER 96>  £27.30 

AAU8340 MINI FUEL SENDER TANK MINI VAN/ESTATE/PICKUP  £24.30 

14A7057 MINI FUEL NECK GROMMET 58-97  £3.90 

GGT101 2-1/2INCH HUEL HOSE  £1.92 

PANELS

ALA5660 MINI A POST 69> GENUINE  £21.60 

BMP454 MINI RH FRONT WING  £99.00 

ABD36004 MINI RH FRONT FLITCH INN 76-89  £199.80 

CZH455 MINI MKII BONNET 70-96  £174.00 

BMD36001 MINI BOOT LID 90>  £198.00 

BMP343 MINI MKIV COMPLETE BODYSHELL 76-89 (TO ORDER ONLY)  £6,858.00 

HMP441016 MINI BOOT FLOOR & BATTERY BOX 59> ALL MODELS  £225.60 

BRAKES

13H5541 MINI HANDBRAKE GRIP  £1.74 

1G5999 RETURN SPRING PEDAL  £2.34 

FAM8356 HANDBRAKE LEVER GRIP LATE MINI  £5.10 

GDB105 BRAKE DRUM MINI 850-1000  £14.10 

GDB106 BRAKE DRUM MINI COOPER MK1/2 COOPER S  £14.70 

GBS733 MINIFRONT BRAKE SHOES  £12.30 

GBH170 MINI FRONT BRAKE HOSE MINI 67-84 DRUM(  £5.10 

GPR104A MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) >76(2REQ)MINI 76>  £1.17 

GPR107A MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) MINI 76-90  £1.02 

SZU10001 MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) 90>  £2.34 

CLUTCH

13H2934 MINI FLYWHEEL OIL SEAL  £2.34 

GMC1008 MINI MASTER CYLINDER CLUTCH 59-89  £47.10 

1G5999 RETURN SPRING PEDAL 53-58/MOGGI/MINI  £2.34 

GSY118 MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER 83.94  £39.30 

GSY118Z MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER REPRO  £24.00 

GSY110 CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER S&M 58-66/MINI 59-83/A11/1300  £28.20 

88G508 MINI FLYWHEEL LOCKING KEY 64-85 (DIAPHRAGM)  £9.04 

COOLING

GWP132 WATER PUMP S&M 58-67/MINI SMALL IMPELLOR  £15.90 

GTS104 THERMOSTAT DEG C MGB 62-80/S&M 58-79/TR6/TR8  £4.86 

GRC110 15PSI RADIATOR CAP BV8 73-76/MID 74-79/TR7/MINI  £3.90 

12G2129 THICK FAN BLADE  £11.70 

CHS2515 THERMO STUD COVER MGA/B 55>/S&M 63-72/MINI  £1.44 

53K402 HEATER STUD TAP S&M 64-74/MOGGI 61-71/MINI  £0.72 

14A9988 MINI CABLE HEATER MINI MK1/2  £16.50 

CABLES

Part Description  Price 

14A6740 MINI BOOTLID CABLE  £2.80 

21A1202 MINI SINGLE CARB CHOKE CABLE  £16.50 

21A2329 MINI CHOKE CABLE 68-87  £8.70 

24A2738 MINI HEATER CABLE 58-89  £8.70 

NAM7914 MINI CABLE THROTTLE 65  £5.10 

21A1204 MINI CABLE CHOKE TWIN CARB - COOPER/S MK1/2  £16.50 

SBF10027 MINI CABLE CHOKE 27 - MINI 87  £10.10 

ENGINE & MOUNTS

MRC1275 ROCKER VALVE COVER S&M 58-74/MINI 58>  £22.62 

12A1175 TAPPET GASKET COVER (RUBBER) MGA/B 55-80/S&M 58-74/MINI 66> MGC  £0.97 

GLP138 OIL PUMP SLOT TYPE MINI A+1300  £18.36 

12G2134 Y PIECE CONNECTION MINI 74-91/MGB 70-80/S&M 68-74  £2.70 

12G1053 ALTERNATOR BRACKET USED TO CONVERT DYNAMO/ALT FIX  £6.90 

ARA221 OIL COOLER MGB 62-75  £40.50 

22A1018 MINI ENGINE MOUNT LH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £10.98 

SWITCHES

21A2658 MINI RH INDICATOR SWITCH 76-84  £35.94 

13H337 SWITCH-IGNITION MINI MKII  £9.96 

13H7778 INDICATOR SWITCH AUS 11/1300 67-71/MINI MK2  £42.90 

24G1345 BARREL & KEY SWITCH  £8.10 

BAU5345 SWITCH-INDICATOR MINI  £35.40 

YUF101010 SWITCH-BRAKE CHECK MINI  £23.46 

13H6343 WIPER SWITCH MKII MINI 74-76 1SPEED  £10.02 

YUF101000 HAZARD SWITCH  76>  £12.00 

2A9129 WIPER SWITCH 57SA MINI MKI/II/MOGGI  £10.14 

YUF101030 LIGHT SWITCH MINI 76-91  £12.00 

BADGES

DAH100950MMM MINI COOPER BOOTLID BADGE MINI 2000>  £14.10 

DAH100920MMM MINI COOPER SPORT BADGE  £12.30 

24A23 BADGE -MINI COOPER MKI AUSTIN  £7.56 

14A6802 BADGE-AUSTIN MINI MKI  £7.92 

CZH2717 BADGE - LEYLAND HOUSE S&M 70-74/MGB/MINI A PANEL  £6.24 

DAB101130 BADGE-ITALIAN JOB-BONNET MINI  £28.50 

CZH1305 BADGE-FRONT MINI MK3 MINI/COOPER S  £18.90 

MANIFOLD + EXHAUSTS

GEX7046 MANIFOLD CLAMP S&M>64/MINI 63-85/MOGGI  £2.24 

GEX7081 MINI CENTRE EXHAUST MOUNT 58-96  £1.80 

GEX7661 MINI EXHAUST MOUNT MINI 5/92>/METRO MG TURBO  £3.78 

GEX7761 MINI CATALYST GASKET  £2.10 

L61 MANIFLOW LCB Y PIECE  £34.80 

LST001A MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX SIDE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.40 

LST001B MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX CENTRE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.94 
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MINI CHALLENGE -Snetterton JCWs 27th /28th May 2107
By David Young

30 JCWs all in a race is something of a great achievement for the 
MINI CHALLENGE race series. Combined with the British GT race 

series a great weekend was promised.

Qualifying

I ventured out trackside to take some pictures at Murrays, the last 
bend on the circuit. A very bright sun gave me some problems with 
either strong black shadows, or harsh reflection due to the midday sun 
approaching. I should not have worried! 5 minutes before the start of 
qualifying,  forked lightning, thunder and, of course, plenty of the wet 
stuff. Me? I was dressed in shirtsleeves with all my waterproofs in the 
boot of my JCW outside the MINI CHALLENGE awning. Still, it’s only 
water! After a mass tyre changing session, from slick to wet Dunlops in 
the paddock, the cars slowly explored the wet track. Lots of standing 
water caused some of the cars issues, as did the spray hampering visibility 
and misting up windscreens making matters much worse.This lasted a 
few minutes with cars aquaplaning off here there and everywhere. Of 
course, a red flag was waved with just 8 minutes to go. Some cars had yet 
to set a good time or any time at all!  Charlie Butler-Henderson, David 
Grady, Henry Neal and Dean Brace being in that category. The track was 
cleared and the session restarted 2 minutes later.  Yet another red flag 
and the Clerk of the course had the session ended.  This meant that the 
grid for the first race was very out of the ordinary with some very quick 
drives starting at the back and some on the front row. P1 was Rob Smith, 
P2 was Reece Barr, P3 was Jeff Smith, P4 was James Turkington and P5 
was Max Bladon. All very quick drivers.

Race 1

Rob Smith had a great start as did Reece Barr, Jeff Smith and James 
Turkington. They were all going very well with a nice dry track and 
a low sun at 6 pm. Rob was pulling away from the others with a nice 

clear track. Unfortunately, this was not to last as his alternator gave 
up and his engine just cut out as well as the lose of power steering! I 
think they call that bad luck. With Rob in the pits, Jeff Smith inherited 
the lead, the rest of the race saw him fending off Reece Barr with 
some very determined pressure and late braking. Brett Smith was also 
now in the chain of the 3 as they raced neck and neck until the flag. 
Jeff Smith getting his first victory in P1 followed by Reece and Brett. 
Just behind them in P4 was Max Bladon, P5 was James Turkington and 
P6 David Grady. What a race to watch. The whole grid had split into 3 
with the fast guys up front then a gap with the middle bunch followed 
by those who had some trouble.

36 | www.minicooper.org

The start of the first race, so many JCWs!

Appalling on track conditions



Mini Cooper Register | 37

Race 2

It looks like the Smith family are trying to take over the podium! Due 
to an infringement, Reece had been demoted 2 places on the grid. This 
gave the Smiths the front row. Team rules perhaps, and Brett dying to 
show his pace in the last race, resulted in a coming together of Will 
Neal and Steve King at the start which saw the red flag come out again! 
Both cars were a bit of a mess and neither made the 3rd race. On the 
restart, Brett’s car dug in as he got off to a slow start, by the halfway 
stage of the first lap he made the delay up and started challenging for 
the lead. A very kind Jeff Smith let Brett pass and there was no holding 
back. Brett’s lead just grew and grew. At the chequered flag, Brett had 
P1, Jeff had P2 and David Grady made up the podium with a well-
deserved P3. Next up were Mark Wakefield, Max Bladon and Freddie 
Lee (Son of 351 Barry Lee).

Again another great race in the middle order with lots of chopping 
and changing.

COMPETITION

Rob Smith leading the race from pole position

Reece Barr pulling away from the rest of the field for 2nd place

Freddie Lee and James Turkington going round 
Nelson corner side by side for P6 and P7 places

Jeff Smith holding off the chasers to let Brett win!
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Race 3

Brett Smith continued his amazing form with a double win, the first 
for the MINI Challenge this year.  Initially, Max Bladon, who had 
pole position due to the reversed grid draw, he, however, made 
a very rare mistake and spun at the Wilson hairpin. He had made 
some rear suspension changes which, unfortunately, made the car 
a handful to drive. Freddie Lee inherited the lead from Max but he 
too hit trouble when a steering breakage forced him to pull over 
and stop. This gave the lead to Brett Smith, who just dominated 
the race. Further down the field, obviously slowing down due 
to defensive driving, had the race of the weekend. 3 cars, Mark 
Wakefield, Rob Smith and Jeff Smith all racing for 2nd place, you 
could not get a cigarette paper between them at times.

What a great weekend of racing. At least we had 3 races of the 
MINI JCWs for the first time this year.  Next up is Silverstone on 
the 10thand 11th June followed by the MINI Festival at Brands 
Hatch on the 8-9th July. Do come along and see some of the best 
racing in the UK.

David Young

Henry Neal doing a Matt Neal around Murrays.

Mark Wakefield, Rob Smith and Jeff Smith fighting for 2nd place

James Turkington and George Sutton having a great race!
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Timo Makinen

Although we marked the sad passing of 
Timo last month in CooperWorld, with 
some fine words from Bill Price, I thought 
that I’d just write a little more on my own 
limited dealings with the great man.

I first met Timo when he was testing 
the car that Tom Seal had built for him 
to compete on the 1991 RAC Historic 
Rally, at Longleat. He was entered 
as the Course Car, in what I recall as 
the Longleat Historic Rally. This was 
fundamentally used as a shake-down 
where Timo blasted around the animal 

enclosures (with the animals kept at a safe distance) on the very 
slippery tarmac – largely due to the large amount of excrement 
scattered liberally over much of the roads. I was there to spanner 
the car, along with a few friends and, of course, including Tom Seal 
and his long time driver Roger Platt.  

Timo took the car by the scruff of the neck and threw it about in 
his usual style with, alternatively, Tom and Roger in the hot seat. 
Sadly, I was denied the pleasure as time ran out. In short order, Timo 
returned to our service area with the paint on the front steel wheels 
bubbling happily away because he had got the front brakes so hot 
from left foot braking. He was indeed particular about the set up of 
the car and decided that he wanted it lowered.  Without Hi-Los being 
fitted at that stage, the suspension was taken down and a hack saw 
taken to the bottom of the trumpets to lower the car. This, of course, 
must have been a little bit hit and miss, but lowered it was. 

Next time around the shockers needed to be made stiffer. Being Konis, 
this meant taking them off the car and screwing them in – not so bad on 
the front but with twin tanks, this took a little longer. Fortunately, access 
holes had been cut on the rear seat pan to allow quick access to their tops 
rather than removing the tanks. It was a great day and if nothing else, it 
showed just what an aura surrounded the man, as spectators and other 
crews were constantly crowding around to witness what he and we were 
doing. I think at the end of the day, Timo was happy with the car and it 
returned to Tom’s garage to be reprepared for the RAC Historic.

The RAC Historic started in Bath and Timo was to be teamed with 
his co-driver of many years standing, Paul Easter. I was also entered 
on the event, co-driving for Tom Seal in another of Tom’s Minis. Also 
entered were Rauno Aaltonen with Alec Poole and Lars Ytterbring in 

another Mini, so a Finnish battle was to be expected. I was ensconced 
in my hotel room plotting the route between the 17 stages and 
wanted to confer with Paul Easter about a particular part of the 
route. When I visited Timo’s room to find him, Timo was there with 
Tom Seal and they had just cracked open a fresh bottle of Scotch - 
Paul was not to be found. I returned an hour or so later, still trying to 
find Paul and the bottle of Scotch was well past half way and still no 
Paul. Ultimately, I did find Paul, only to be crestfallen when he told me 
he hadn’t plotted anything yet and would probably do it as he went 
along. I assumed by now the Scotch bottle was probably empty!

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Timo looks on as Roger Platt and Tom Seal attend to the suspension

Timo pressing on around the Welsh Showground stage

Servicing Timo's car. Ytterbring looking on

Further adjustment to the suspension.  David Young, Tom Seal and 
Malcolm Voss in attendance
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The event, history will show, saw Timo and Paul win with Ytterbring 
in third. Tom and I retired early-on with transmission failure on the 
first hairpin on the Prescott Hill climb, so we continued attending and 
helping service Timo who was continually having his brakes bled – so 
much so, that we ran out of fluid - twice. After the rally, in the bar, I 
asked Timo if he was he happy with the car. “Yes, OK, lots of power 
but diff too long”.  Oh, I replied – “It had a 4.1 fitted, what would you 
have preferred?”  “4.6” he replied, to the stunned silence from those 
who don’t like to rev their cars!

My next encounter with Timo was on the 1991 Classic Marathon 
when he was again driving one of Tom Seal’s cars (the car we had 
used on the RAC Historic). This time I was working, photographing 
the event with the late Chris Harvey and despite starting well, Timo’s 
car was in trouble with a persistent oil leak. The top plate ears of the 
oil cooler had been cut just a shade too close to the matrix and the 
hard driving and vibration had started an oil leak. Timo espied me at 
the first overnight stop and asked me to find him another oil cooler! 
The best I could offer was to try and get it repaired. Much use of 
Isopon (never a great mix with oil) made a temporary repair whilst I 
agreed to try and find another for him the following day. 

This was all to no avail as Timo lost six minutes the next day trying 
to find a Time Control. He protested vehemently to the organisers 
about 'unfair' roadworks, but when they turned a deaf ear to his 
blandishments and threats he left early next day in a big huff. The 
incredibly tough rally was won by the late Ronny McCartney and 
Beatty Crawford in his Cooper S, a car that’s still in the club, and now 
owned by Chris Tennant.

My final encounter with Timo was on the 1994 Monte Carlo Rally 
where he and Paul Easter were entered in a Rover Cooper in a much 
publicised ‘Return to Monte’ attempt, where he and Paddy Hopkirk 
entered the event in Group A Rover Coopers.  Timo was to be in 
L66 LBL and Paddy in L33 EJB, but both built by opposing camps. The car retired after its oil leak and loss of time

Timo on an early loose surface stage

Timo sampling the spoils of his win with a bottle of champagne



42 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

sport but this was beyond cruel with all of the effort put into getting 
the car there. Timo never drove for Tom Seal again. Of course Paddy 
Hopkirk saved the day for Rover and went on to finish, despite nearly 
retiring due to lack of fan belts on the last night.

I feel privileged to at least be able to say that I knew Timo, albeit 
briefly and on the periphery. It is sad that in later life his health 
deteriorated, whilst his BMC contemporary, Rauno Aaltonen, with 
only a few weeks difference in their age, is still to this day pedalling 
competition cars just as fast as he ever did – well almost. Rest in 
peace Timo – you were the best..

Robert Young

Hopkirk’s car was built by Brigden Coulter Motorsport (BCM). The 
Timo car was built by Tom Seal’s DR Engineering company once again 
and it will be remembered that this car, whilst sitting on the trailer 
outside one of his mechanic's house, waiting to go to France, was 
stolen. I was once again photographing the event with Chris Harvey 
(we were employed by BCM) and received a panic call from Tom 
Seal saying that the car had gone - I assumed at first he meant gone 
to France! This was just 24 hours before they were due to depart for 
their start in Monte Carlo. It is a feat of mammoth proportions to say 
that in that 24 hours Tom Seal and a small army of helpers prepared 
a spare car that had been ear marked for Tiff Needell. This car was 
actually still sitting in the back of the workshop, waiting to be finished, 
when his Monte entry was withdrawn - this car was L408 AUE. 
Dispatched to the start, half finished, Tom and his team were busy 
putting the car together on its run down to Valence for the start of 
the event's competitive sections.  

Timo and Paul arrived tired but within time and in truth, having had 
a few words with him, I don’t think that Timo felt the car was quite 
what it should have been, with numerous niggling faults, despite 
all the obvious effort by everyone. I took a few photos and wished 
him and Paul the best of luck. Tom Seal looked fit to drop – as did 
everyone else.

The next day, photographing on the first stage, Timo came flying 
past, as did Paddy, but remember these were the days of Escort RS 
Cosworths, Toyota Celica Turbos, Subaru Imprezas and Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evos, so the little Minis did look pathetically slow and not very 
exciting – although the crowds still loved seeing the Minis. Waiting on 
the second stage, Timo failed to come by, which was a disappointment 
to me and it must have been a massive blow to Tom and his team. It 
transpired that they had retired with fuel problems on their way to the 
second stage. It seems that not sufficient fuel had been put in the tank, 
despite careful checking of the tank. It remains one of the saddest and 
unnecessary retirements I can think of. Rallying has always been a cruel 

Timo signing autographs as he arrives in Valence

Timo and Paul at the control at Valence

Timo driving hard on the first and as it transpired, on his last stage 
on the 1994 Monte
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Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

Air filter boxes don’t generally cause 
that much interest but just recently 
two unusual ones have turned up. The 
air filter box was officially introduced, 
according to the BMC parts list, in July 
1963 on the 997 Cooper, no change 
point is given for the 1071 S. The 
first box style of air filter assembly 
had a centrally mounted breather 
connection; normally this is angled at 
about 45 degrees toward a similarly 
angled connection on the rocker 
cover. But on this particular box it 
had a straight connection. With the 

introduction of positive crankcase 
ventilation in June 1964, the breather 

had to be moved as it was where the PCV valve needed to be, and 
a couple of changes were made to the pressing on the underside of 
the box too. The other air filter box is perhaps even more curious 
as the breather connection is on the right hand side of the box 
rather than the left, pretty much in a mirror image place of where 
one would expect it to be. This particular box was fitted to a 1071 S 
that was built in April 1964.

The price of original UK market Mk 1 Ss shows no sign of a downturn 
despite what the doom mongers would have you believe. After the 
£56,000 sale price for a 970 S of a couple of months ago which was 
registered YEE 522, a January 1964 1071 S made £47,600; this car 
was sold at a Historics at Brooklands sale – the same auction house 
sold the 970. Much was made of the fact that YEE still had its original 

Simon Wheatcroft

interior trim, but, much as I like a bit of Pat and Tina, even I thought it 
rather let the car down, especially the poorly aligned door cards, but 
at least they were the correct way up; you would be surprised if not 
amazed how many people put them in upside down.

The new owner of YEE may have been the lucky bidder to win a 
number of genuine BMC new old stock grey/gold brocade liners that 
appeared on ebay recently. On offer was a pair of new door cards, a 
pair of new rear liners and a used but seemingly very good condition 
rear parcel shelf. You can, of course, buy reproductions of these 
items from Newton Commercial for a shade over £430 but someone 
was willing to pay almost exactly twice that for these originals. And 

This is the first box style air filter assembly with more central 
breather take-off. This was actually on 732 HOP in August 1963

This is the more common second generation air filter assembly 
with breather take-off on the left

YEE as it appeared in the auction catalogue – it does seem to have 
lost its right hand petrol tank in the intervening thirty or so years!

This is the mystery version with breather take-off on the right!

YEE 522 at a Stanford Hall Mini show in the mid 1980s
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seriously, one thing you do not get with a set of Newton trim is the 
classic smell of a classic BMC Mini - especially on a warm day!

That’s all this month.
 
Simon Wheatcroft

The door cards and fillets and dash liners do rather let down the interior

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

As I sit and write this, Beaulieu is under 
two weeks away and Graham Robinson 
and I are putting the final touches to 
the Mk11 50th Anniversary display. 
We have some fantastic examples of 
both Cooper and S types to look at and 
I hope you were there to see them. 
Thanks to all who helped with this 
important milestone event, full report 
on it next month.

A quick look at the register reveals no 
new cars to add but a few have come 
up for sale recently. I was surprised to 
see the ex Alan Booth Island blue 'S' 
registered UTC 360H turn up at the 

Historics at Brooklands auction given that it was only sold by Alan late 
last year. A good car, with continuous history, (36 years of which were 
in Alan's ownership), original shell, hydrolastic suspension, factory 
reclining seats and a very strong Steve Harris rebuilt engine. The 

Nick Hunter

bodywork does need a little work but, as a basis for a car which can 
be improved, it makes a lot of sense - after all you can easily create 
condition but not provenance. The eventual sale price for the car 
including commission and VAT came to £25,200. 

Second up is another Island blue car which was sold at the Brightwells 
Classic auction. APL 730H is a late 1969 Morris which is already on 
the register, but registered before my time when it was painted red 
with a white roof. Described as being the subject of a recent major UTC 360H auctioned at Brooklands

Interior of UTC showing MCR heritage

Steve Harris built engine in UTC

Tell tale hydrolastic stance of UTC



Mini Cooper Register | 45

REGISTERS

APL 730H as advertised in Brightwells auction

Nice standard interior of APL

APL correct looking boot area

Later position chassis and commission plates on APL

restoration, the photos show a very good car which has clearly 
had a lot of work and been returned to its original Island blue and 
Snowberry white colour scheme. Sadly, the car has lost its hydrolastic 
suspension at some stage but, apart from this and an upgrade to 1.5 
inch carburettors, the car is virtually to standard specification. It's 
worth noting the position of the commission and chassis number 
plates on the front panel, this was a change on late production cars 
in line with the new Mk3. The sale price for this car came to £32,000 
but it's not clear if this included commission and VAT.

XPG 901G as advertised by Knowl Hill Garage

XPG rubbing shoulders with some exotic modern machinery

Correct looking engine bay for XPG, note larger wiper motor
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The last offering comes from Tim Callingham who spotted XPG 
901G for sale amongst modern exotics at Knowl Hill Garage near 
Reading and kindly sent in details. XPG is a Snowberry white and 
black 1968 Morris and is already registered but with very little detail. 
This is again fully rebuilt to original specification, but this time retains 
its hydrolastic suspension. Tim was impressed but thought it might 
need a little paintwork. A nice looking car on its Minilite wheels, the 
price for this one £34,995. If you're the lucky new owner of any of 
these three cars, please contact me so I can update the register.

I think it's fair to say that the market for Mk11Ss is still buoyant and 
continues to march on ever upward but where will it end ?

That's all for now

Nick Hunter 

Decent looking interior in XPG except for warped door card

Cooper Mk 2 Register

I’m pleased the mention of an alternative source of carpet in my May 
report generated a few emails, with one from Syd Jenkins from as 
far afield as Australia. If you have asked for samples, I hope you are 
pleased with the quality of them. 

In my June report I mentioned Peter Farrell’s Morris Cooper was first 
registered on a Home Export Licence, and I asked if anyone had any 
knowledge of this type of licence. Well, I am very grateful to Peter 
Laidler for providing an explanation from his personal experience.  
Peter says the Home Export Licence was in fact called the Home 
Delivery Export Licence or Scheme (HDES) and Peter’s father use to 
take advantage of this scheme as he worked in Dusseldorf, Germany 
during the 1960s and use to buy a new car every couple of years to 
take back to the UK. What the HDES scheme allowed him to do 
was to buy a new car in the UK for export. The HDES allowed him 
to use it here for the summer or for a period of time (he thinks it 
was 6 months?) without purchase-tax and road tax but it had to be 
permanently exported during that time. If it was re-imported at any 
time within a year of export, he would have had to pay the back tax.  
The family use to come back to the UK for holidays etc but, as their 
cars were on German number plates, they didn't attract any back tax 
because they were not effectively PERMANENTLY re-importing their 
cars. If Peter remembers correctly, HDES cars were fitted with black 
and white old style number plates and had a thin yellow edge all around 
the sides, which presumably told the UK Police the reason why it didn't 
have a tax disc. They also had a sort-of special 'non-county' number 
plate and in fact one of Peter’s father’s Vauxhalls was registered which 
such a number as 360 XGF. Peter later purchased one of these ex 
HDES cars himself, a Snowberry white Mk2 Cooper, registered TRX  
177G in the late 80s, that had been taken to Germany by a soldier, 
used there for a couple of years, used back in the UK and then left by 
the soldier in his Mother’s garage close to where Peter lives. It was 

Graham Robinson

RHD car of course, which had rocker switches and a lockable steering 
column. In the boot it still had the original yellow border export 
plates. On re-importation it was allocated Berkshire registration plates.  

I am very grateful to Peter for contacting me with the information on 
the HDES scheme and I hope mentioning his MKII Cooper’s registration 
number here has jogged his memory. I checked the register and there 
is no mention of the car being purchased on a Home Delivery Export 
Licence in the cars history, but it is now some 30 years later. Are you the 
current owner of TRX 177G?  If you are, I would like to hear from you.  

Long lost cars seem to be springing up everywhere. Keith Allington called 
me with news of his recent purchase of RJB 771F, a MKII Morris Cooper. 
The car had been dry stored since 1988 and has survived remarkably 
well. The shell shows no sign of structural rot and only needs a re-spray. 
The shell is currently painted Snowberry white with a Black roof but 
Keith intends to return it to its original El Paso beige with a white roof. 
The engine however, is another story with piston at +60. Keith is in the 
engineering business and so the attention the block needs is no big issue for 
him. The programme is to start with the refurbishment of the mechanicals 
through the summer months and when complete, focus on the shell.    

Having been stored for so long and off the road before the SORN 
requirement came into use, I asked Keith if he had encountered any 
problems retaining the current registration.  He said he had none and 
it was quite straight forward.  

I am hoping Tony Thorpe will have a similar experience to Keith 
when he tries to re-register his car that is nearing the completion 
of a full restoration. It has been off the road for more than 20 years 
and never been SORN. I suggested he contact Paul Sulma the MCR’s 
DVLA V765 contact officer for vehicle registration recovery for an 
explanation of the process. I am hoping to hear of a satisfactory 
outcome in the not too distant future on that score.

Tony Thorpe’s car’s engine bay before restoration

Tony Thorpe’s car’s engine bay after restoration
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Beaulieu may be over by the time you read this, but continuing 
the MKII Cooper 50th anniversary theme, John Price has asked 
me to mention a show he organises in the Cambridgeshire village 
of Meldreth. It is a very popular show and John would like to 
invite 4 or 5 interested MKII owners to join his MKII in a display 
to commemorate a great milestone in automotive history for our 
favourite car. If you live in Cambridgeshire or the adjoining counties 
and would like to lend John your support, please let me know and I 
will pass on your details.     

Well, that’s it for now, but I still need your help and would like to hear 
about your MKII experiences which I can hopefully share with fellow 
MKII owners.  Peter Laidler’s contribution has been a typical example. 
In addition to an explanation of HDES it turned up some additional 
history on a car he once owned and is now recorded on the register.      

Happy Coopering!  

Graham Robinson 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

Well, the car that I mentioned in the 
May edition of CooperWorld, registered 
EVG 115H, initially failed to sell at the 
Charterhouse auction. The estimate 
seemed a not unreasonable £28,000 - 
£32,000 and I believe that the car was 
subsequently sold for £29,000.

Another car that popped up for sale 
recently was a long time absentee from 
the Register. ATN 559J is an Aqua car 
of early June 1970 build, one of twenty 
one built on the 4th of that month. 
Despite the early build date, it wasn’t 

registered until October 1970. Apart 
from now having a white roof, it looks 

pretty standard although it has lost its hydrolastic suspension and over 
riders. It has some after-market boot board brackets; probably as a 
result of works to the boot floor or lower part of the rear panel. It is 
currently for sale at £27,500 in Essex.

You may recall that I mentioned tyre options for 3½” rims in my 
previous jottings; I popped along to the Blyton Mini day at the end 
of April where three Mk 3 Ss were spotted in attendance. I got 
chatting to Bob Oliver who was there doing some swift lappery in 

Simon Wheatcroft

his Mk 3 S. Bob has previously run Yokohama A008 165/70 tyres 
on 3½” rims for road use, reporting that it didn’t handle too badly 
at all, and that one would be hard pressed to tell the difference EVG displaying its twin tanks and bootboard bracketry

Three of the best lined up at Blyton

I personally don’t think a white roof really suits an Aqua car

After-market bootboard brackets in evidence at the rear of the 
boot – the other brackets look to be original
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between them whether fitted to 3½” or 4½” rims; so, there is 
some food for thought. 

Door trim clips will be of minimal interest to those who like their 
windows sliding as they are something that was introduced to 
the Mini with the introduction of winding windows. The current 
part number for these is GFK7509; the same clips were used on 
numerous other BL cars of the day. A member recently fitted a 
new set to his car, there are nine required for each door card, 
only to find that despite careful prying when the door card had to 
be removed again, a number of the new clips broke, losing part of 
their head meaning they no longer gripped the door card properly. 
The latest offerings tend to be either black or white and made of a 
quite brittle plastic whereas the originals, which were blue, seem 
to be more pliable. The cost wasn’t the issue as they are only about 
20p each just the inconvenience of having to order more to re-
attach the door card properly.

And finally this month, a picture that was sent to me of three Mk 3 
Ss together at a Mini day in Japan back in 2012. Those of you who 
perhaps lost touch with your Mini side in the early 1980s, may be 
surprised to learn that back then the Mk 3S was highly sought after 
by Japanese collectors, more so than the Mk 1 or Mk 2. I don’t know 
how many Mk 3 Ss went over there, but a fair few were hoovered 
up at the time and there are a number of cars on the Register, which 
were nice cars, that haven’t been seen since the mid 1980s.

Simon Wheatcroft

An original blue door trim retaining clip – re-use them if you can

Three Bronze Yellow examples that currently reside in Japan. 
Interesting to note that they all have body colour petrol caps and the 
marque badge above the Mini Cooper S badge so may have been 
exported from new

RSP Cooper Register

After the pleasing success of RSP20 in 
2010 and RSP25 in 2015, several RSP 
owners asked if anything else was on 
the cards on these lines. I hadn't been 
to the Cotswolds since I was a kid, 
so it seemed like an ideal opportunity 
to see some of the best views and 
picturesque villages in middle England, 
whilst making a pleasant economical 
run out for our limited edition Minis.  

So, we started with a wonderful 
breakfast (including black pudding) 
at the Cirencester Little Chef. After 
breakfast 16 red, black and British 

Racing Green RSPs, set off across country. However, something of 
an RSP day out tradition now is getting lost, and that soon happened 
when we tried to find the entry to Crickley Hill Country Park. It 
was my fault and so we circled on a roundabout and went back 
on ourselves for a mile or so. The views at the park were worth it 
though, and the car park was soon scattered with RSPs squeezing into 
any space possible. 

We then set off down Leckhampton Hill and into some traffic on the 
outskirts of Cheltenham which didn't slow us down too much and we 
headed for the Gloucester and Warwickshire Steam Railway where 
we were very lucky with parking spaces. 

Roger Hunt

RSP Cotswolds route map

Start of the run at the Cirencester Little Chef
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Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

The Oyler Contessa

I begin this month's report with the 
rarest of all coach built Minis which 
belongs to Frank Hubbard. Frank 
got in touch with me regarding his 
recent acquisition; a 1977 Oyler 
Contessa Clubman registered with 
the Dewsbury registration number 
KHD 38S.

The story begins about eighteen months 
ago when Frank was asked to inspect 
a Mini for a friend who was looking to 
buying it. Frank’s first sight brought to 
mind in his words “a Fred the shed” 
project, but on closer inspection 

revealed a very solid de-seamed Clubman. As a result Frank, and not 
his friend, decided to buy the car for himself and he has since started 
a full restoration of it. 

Oyler and Company Ltd was originally a London firm who, in the 
early seventies, were taken over by the Homfray Group who also 
owned seat manufacturers, Kumficar Ltd. Under new ownership 
they relocated to Hanson Lane, Halifax, West Yorkshire. When 
they were based in London, they were considered to be one of 
the top coach builders, so much so, that they were even employed 
by Queen Victoria! They specialised in bespoke coach building 
work long before, Hooper, Radford and Wood and Pickett. Given 
their credentials and the fashionable Mini scene in the 1970s, 
Oyler’s then Managing Director, Eric Sunderland, pursued his 

Steve Burkinshaw

This was a super venue to stop at, with a great cafe, good food 
and ice cream. Steam trains arrived regularly adding to a very 
nostalgic atmosphere. Time was getting on and so we decided 
to cut out the planned stop at Broadway Tower and cut across 
country to Bourton on The Water led by local RSP owner Neil 
Huband. We drove through the centre of the town which was very 
busy, with many people taking photos of the Minis as we passed 
by. We had to park in the public car park and walk to the town 
centre. The Fantastic Motor Museum was well worth the visit and 
entry was free. After visiting the museum light refreshments were 

Line of RSPs parked at the Steam Railway Frank’s Contessa Clubman as acquired

then enjoyed sitting outside one of the pubs in the town centre 
which rounded off the day nicely. 

Paul Cooper, Simon Lilley and me, drove our red RSPs the 100 
miles back home to Northants whereas others had further to 
go - some a 160 miles or more. The weather helped as always 
in making a successful day out. Thanks to Jessica Huband for her 
photo contribution and Paul Cooper for the route map. But mainly 
thanks to all the RSP owners who came along. 

Roger Hunt

Editor’s note: I must apologise for the oversight in not including 
a number of photos of the restoration of Alex Mckie’s car in last 
month’s issue of CooperWorld     

Crickley Hill with RSP owners admiring the view
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version of a custom Mini. He used regal influenced names for 
his cars such as ‘The Contessa’ and the ‘Contessa Gloria’ with a 
further model being called ‘The Victoria’. This particular car was 
offered painted with a dark blue body and finished off with a red 
Draylon interior. 

Frank has most of the original parts and its build sheet and once 
restored, Frank intends to drive his Oyler back to Shibden Hall 
in Halifax and replicate the pictures featured in the original 
sales brochure. The car started life painted Damask red with 

Britax foldback fabric sunroof installed and complemented by fabric 
covered roof

The dashboard looks fairly standard but does have some 
additional instrumentation

a distinctive white waistband, a beige vinyl roof in the style of 
Wood and Pickett, taken down to the boot swage line. It had 
the addition of a Britax folding vinyl sun roof too. For Frank's 
convenience, this aluminium framed sun roof is much easier to 
remove and recover than the complex wood framed Webasto sun 
roof. Photos of Frank’s car show what appears to be an Austin 
Princess ‘wedge’ grille having been installed, although the sales 
brochure for the car does not display this particular item - better 
without it in my personal opinion. 

An essential improvement for any coach built Mini is in the seats 
department, and a good example is in the Oyler with soft leather 
in light grey, and with the driver's seat having a swivel centre 
armrest. Similar padded armrests are on the doors and each 
side of the rear seat, all looking very comfortable. The standard 
dashboard is slightly improved with a veneered full-width panel 
and hinged glove box lid, designed to the exact size of the 
instrument binnacle which I'm guessing allows for the dash to be 
adapted to left-hand drive versions. Undertaking right hand to 
left hand conversions was far more complicated with Radford 
and WP models. A smart feature on the standard steering wheel 
is the centre cap with engraved details stating: Contessa Hand 
Finished Cars. 

Frank confirmed to me that the car’s body is almost entirely 
rust free, and that’s not surprising given that Oyler specified five 
layers of what they described as ‘bituminous compound’ which 
would dry out in no less than six weeks. This was then further 
backed up with Cadulac Internal Cavity Protection. Apart from 
the rust resistance the car has from all this body protection, 
it will also have much reduced road noise also helped by the 
Imperial Wilton carpet. 

The spec of these cars was quite impressive considering forty 
years have passed since they were constructed. The combined 
radio and cassette were the high tech of the day featuring ‘a pair 
of twin-cone hi-fi speakers’ giving tremendous base apparently. A 
further grille could also be fitted between the rear shelf speakers 
which could extract stale air from the interior which would exit 
through a valve-flap hidden behind the boot number plate! Other 
options available were variable speed wipers and delayed interior 
lighting - features all taken for granted these days. The MD’s 1275 
GT had a Downton stage 2 engine installed and two unusual extra 
instruments on the dash, an accelerometer and brakemeter. I 
wonder if they were useful.

From my research the GT car with the Oyler makeover would have 
cost £2,950 to buy including delivered to your door. Thanks to Frank 
for contacting me about his car and look forward to seeing pictures of 
the restored Contessa in the near future.

On the 25th May I drove my Radford Woody to the IMM this 
year held in Westport, County Mayo in Western Ireland. I was 

Matching Garnet colour paintwork

Note bodyshell has been fully deseamed
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accompanied by Michael Elkins who took his recently restored Wood 
and Pickett Margrave with a 1275 S engine conversion. We travelled 
to Holyhead in North Wales and boarded a Stena ferry to Dublin 
and then had a sunny drive on excellent Irish roads from east to 
west arriving in picturesque Westport in the afternoon. Despite the 
proximity to the changeable Atlantic, the weather was reasonable 
with a mixture of sunshine and a few showers.

Alongside the varied mix of classic Minis were a group of eight MINIS 
driven from Germany. The cars were identical in their dark green/
brown colour and had square box-shaped canvas ‘tents’ attached to 
the car’s roofs - quite impressive. Thanks to the Irish Mini Owners 
Club and particularly Paul and James Kelly of Minifix Mini Specialists 
for their hospitality. 

Finally, I was paid a nice compliment by a couple who having seen my 
Radford at the IMM in Detling, painted their car in the same colour of 
Rolls Royce Garnet. 

Mini Super Register

Sincere apologies as this month there is 
little to report on Mini Supers.

There have been no new discoveries 
lately of cars which exist or of cars 
which do not exist any longer. It is 
always exciting news to hear of a 
Super of which I have no knowledge 
and always interesting to hear people’s 
stories of a Super they once owned. 

Discoveries seem to have come in 
waves since I started my records in 
1999 of surviving cars, I am confident 
there are many more yet to come to 
light though.

At the time of writing, I am preparing my very own Austin Super 
Seven for its round-trip of about two hundred miles to the MCR 
National Mini Day at Beaulieu (a report on the meeting will be 
included in next month’s write up). Always an enjoyable drive as, 
although  the Super has a standard 848cc engine, the journey is as 
exhilarating as being in my Cooper S, because the car is in original 
specification having no seat belts, and is running on Dunlop cross-
ply tyres! 

I am hoping for a less eventful trip than last year’s journey, some 
might remember that upon arrival at my B&B, I discovered the 
battery was red-hot and about to explode, as the cut-out had stuck 
and was over-charging. The boot compartment was full of battery 
acid and the sound-proofing was beginning to smoulder – I can only 
imagine what might have happened if my journey had been another 
ten minutes longer!

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any 
stories or anecdotes relating to one, please get in touch, even if it 
no longer exists.   

Garry Dickens

Garry Dickens

Corgi Photo booth allowed owners to ‘Minimise’ their cars

Steve Burkinshaw

Paul Kelly of Minifix with his immaculate Mk3 Cooper S in Aqua

Radford and W&P parked in Westport House Courtyard
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changing a wheel late at night, in darkness and foul weather, made 
the idea of just driving on with a puncture seem an attractive option.

The design Tom came up with comprised of a two part rim with an 
internal profile that prevented the tyre bead detaching when deflated, 
combined with reinforced sidewalls which allowed the tyre to 
maintain its position in the event of a puncture.

The final feature of the concept was a series of pressurised canisters 
mounted on a wire ring attached to the rim. The idea being that 
as the tyre compressed and rotated, the canisters were triggered 
releasing a lubricant that prevented the tyre from overheating and 
partially re-inflating the tyre.

In the event of a puncture the deflated tyre was designed to cope with up 
to 100 miles use at no more than 50mph. The theory being that the driver 
would head for his nearest Denovo equipped tyre outlet for a repair.

Wining several industry awards for the Denovo and Denloc designs 
and ultimately an OBE, Tom was acknowledged as the leading force in 
automotive tyre development.

Based on all the accolades and praise the Denovo design attracted 
you would think that it would have been widely adopted by the 
motor industry. So why was it not the success expected? And why did 
it fail to move on in development?

The first user experience revealed that the stiff side wall design 
resulted in a very hard ride, when combined with the 1275GT rubber 
cone suspension. Further on, the high wear rate was accentuated by 
the stresses of a front wheel drive car with good power levels.

When it came to the event of a puncture things were less than ideal.  
Firstly, the Denovo tyre centres set up with the equipment and 
materials to affect a repair were just not as common as hoped. Once 

The Denovo design revealed in 1974

1275GT Register

New owners of a 1275GT from 1974 
onwards were able to take up the 
option of a radical development in 
tyre design. It was an idea that in many 
ways was ahead of its time. Concepts 
that push the technology of the time 
can often be unfairly dismissed as 
failures, when success could have 
been the outcome with a bit more 
development and investment.

I am referring, of course, to the story 
of the Denovo run flat tyre concept; 
this was introduced as an option on 
the 1275GT in 1974 and became a 
standard fitment on the GT in 1977, 
along with other flagship models 

in the BL range. The Denovo design was the brainchild of Tom 
French, who for 20 years was head of tyre development at Dunlop, 
following a career in the RAF where he was an acclaimed World 
War 2 veteran who flew Mosquitos.

In civilian life, Tom gained a reputation as an innovative maverick 
who would press ahead with new designs which broke the rules of 
traditional approaches. His work on low profile radial tyres led to his 
development of a run flat wheel and tyre that became the Denovo 
system and then later the Denloc design.

The idea of a run flat tyre is now common place but it seemed 
revolutionary in the 1970s. The prospect of driving without a spare 
wheel, jack and wheel brace was hard to accept by the motoring 
public.  However, avoiding the dangers and inconvenience of 

Alan Clark

In 1977 your 1275GT came with Denovo wheels as standard
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How it worked, radical thinking at the time

one was located, following driving on the deflated tyre, there was 
often no option to repair the tyre and it was effectively scrap with 
replacement being the only option.

Having had the tyre replaced at considerable cost, problems 
maintaining a seal on the two parts of the wheel rim were a constant 
headache. Despite all the difficulties, BL kept the Denovo as an option 
on the Princess right up until 1982.

1275GT owners looking to switch to normal tyres had to first find a 
source of 12” wheels, with those from a Hillman Imp being an option 
from scrap yards.

Any 1275GT owner looking to grace their car with a set of Denovos 
for a real touch of originality would be well advised to only have them 

Puncture on the way to Woolworth, no problem

A flat on the school run would have probably pleased these boys, 
but with Denovos they would still have made the bell

Need your Denovos fixed? Not quite as easy as the  
brochure suggested

for static display purposes, since any surviving tyres would be well 
beyond their serviceable life.

That leaves the poor Denovo filed under the heading of failure, and 
somewhat unfairly in my opinion. If a wider range of manufacturers 
had embraced the concept and Dunlop had been able to continue 
development, a major safety and convenience enhancement to the 
automotive world could have been with us far sooner.

I would be interested in hearing from any readers who experienced 
the Denovo option on the GT and whether the bad press and the 
ultimate abandonment of the idea was deserved.  

Alan Clark
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Red flashes on the front bumper

Red flashes on the rear bumper

The most impressive feature so far has to be the headlamps, they are 
just so bright and light up corners as you steer into them. There is 
absolutely no need for fog lights or spots lights, besides, I think they 
look silly on the F56 anyway.

When you are reading this, Beaulieu will have been and gone. 
I am genuinely sorry I could not attend, it is to me one of the 
highlights of the MINI year. But the MINI CHALLENGE and 
British GT dates clash.

NEWS FROM OX4

From July 2017, all new MINI models will feature an enhanced 
cockpit instrument with a new night design and a fuel level display 
that offers greater precision. The operation of MINI Driving Modes 
and MINI Head-Up Display will also be revised. In a brand first, MINI 
Clubman and MINI Countryman will offer Apple CarPlay and an 
alertness assistant will be introduced on MINI 3-door Hatch, MINI 
5-door Hatch and MINI Convertible models.

David Young

  Modern MINI Cooper Register

I am still in love with the F56, well 
run in now at 2,000 miles, but still a 
bit tight. Simon Rackham of ‘Sign it’ 
put some nice red flashes on the back 
and front. Simon does most of the 
decals and wraps used on the MINI 
CHALLENGE F56 cars, and I must say 
I am very impressed with his work.

I think I have finally sorted out the ‘MINI 
Connected’ stuff after downloading 
the MINI Apps. Seems like you can do 
anything apart from fly to the moon! 
‘They’ do say the system has been 
lifted straight out of the BMW cars. 
Not surprised with that. Apparently, 

one can connect most of your cell phone apps to the screen if that is 
your desire. I think I will skip that as one, my cell phone is currently 
being repaired and two, I think this it is asking for trouble using it while 
driving. By the way, the manual (available online) is £27 from MINI!

David Young

The new interface courtesy of MINI



Mini Cooper Register | 55

REGISTERS

Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

1st Meeting 8.00pm 
Thursday May 25th

The Beefeater, 200-202 Westerleigh Road, Emersons Green, 
Bristol, BS16 7AN. Subsequent dates TBA

David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

  Herts & 
  London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

The New Inn, Great Limber, Lincolnshire, DN37 8JL.  
On the A18 between Kerminton (Humberside Airport)  
and Keelby

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

Scotland Sunday 13th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

Wiltshire & Dorset Alternate 2nd Wednesday 
each Month 8.00pm 

Even number months Redlynch Sports & Social Club, 
Woodfalls Cross, The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN 

Odd number months Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood 
Road, Avon, Christchurch, BH23 7BQ

Malcolm Francis 
malcsmf@btinternet.com 

Nick Stansmore 
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW
REGION

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org
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Scottish Region

Whilst we are all gearing up as I write this for Beaulieu 
and our big show in Scotland – Glamis Vintage Vehicle 
Extravaganza – Geoff Marr kicked of the show season by 
hosting an MCR stand in the Stirling and District Classic Car 
show.

Here is Geoff’s report on the car show with photos provide 
by Darryl Comrie.  

‘After several weeks of most un-Scottish weather, it chose 
to break on the Saturday we were setting up! All was not 
lost though as the next day the sun was out, the skies 
were blue and the temperature was hot. Some 750 classic 
vehicles travelled to Bridge of Allan near Stirling, for the 
Stirling & District Classic Car Club’s 13th show and the 
crowds came along in droves, making it a very successful 
day indeed. MCR cars shared a stand with our sponsors, 
Douglas Park MINI of Stirling, who were showcasing 
their brand new Cooper, painted in their bodyshop BMW 
Individual Java Green, and it certainly made a statement. 
People seem to like the classic Mini models displayed 
alongside the MINI models and there was plenty of interest 
in the 14 cars we had.

Prizes were presented by the local MINI Brand Manager 
Clare Fuller and a further £12,000 was raised for local 
charities, bringing the total sum donated from the shows 
to nearly £85,000.’ 

Ben and Patricia Webb

Suffolk Region

The Snetterton Mini Festival was very well supported with 
Steve and Sandra Burch, their son Marcus and his girlfriend 
Kirsty all camping. Thanks for putting up the tents Marcus and 
Kirsty while we watched the racing! Then thanks must go to 
Sandra for the Saturday evening Spag Bol and they said that 
my full English/ Scottish breakfast including black pudding, of 
course, was not too bad either! Terry Stendall, Richard Ashley 
and Basil Welch attended both days. Whereas, Peter and Terri 
Drane, Peter’s  brother Michael, Jack Gray and Rod Bance, 
all attended on the Sunday. Also present during the weekend 
was Jim Redman with some of his members from Norfolk. 
Peter Barratt from London and Sarah Voss then joined us all 
on our MCR stand on Sunday. 

Saturday was cold and overcast but Sunday had brilliant 
sunshine to match the racing on track. I had a last minute 
hiccup with my 998 as it failed its Mot two days before 
Snetterton with a brake imbalance across the rear axle. 
As I couldn’t get parts in time to sort the problem, Steve 
Burch kindly let me use his unrestored Innocenti. This 
worked out well as Ted Sparrow used both of Steve’s 
Innocentis on his stand as an Innocenti before and after 
restoration display, which attracted attention all weekend. 

REGIONAL REPORTS

Sunshine at Snetterton Mini Festival



See the photo here with Steve Ted and Jack. Saturday 
evening’s entertainment was good with the Debonaires 
playing music from the 60s and, outside on the large 
screen, a showing of what else but The Italian Job! 

Terry Stendall’s Mystery Thursday run was a little 
different to our normal rural outings, as it was more 
urban, Starting in Woodbridge, the first stop was the 
recently re-devoloped Ipswich waterfront which is very 
upmarket. Then we made a short hop to the south side 
of Ipswich to the Oyster Reach Pub close to the Deben 
River. Well done Terry for organising for something 
different. Present on the run were Peter and Terri, Steve 
and Sandra, Jack and three last minute apologies for 
absence. 

Ian MacPherson

Wilts. & Dorset Region

Our gathering at the Tyrrells Ford Country Inn on May 10th 
was the usual convivial affair, how could it not be with the 
location provided by the management?

13 of us were in attendance, and the usual ranges of 
topics were discussed, mostly about anything but Minis. 
The highlight of official business was when Martin Charles 
suggested that for our re-scheduled run to Compton 
Abbas airfield and restaurant (September 24th) for lunch, 
that he would take part in the wing walking experience 
available in return for sponsorship for his chosen charity. 
(See Sept 2016 regional report for picture of plane). We 
thought this was an excellent plan!

We are still thinking about the possibility of acquiring an 
MCR gazebo, which is not now likely to happen in time 
for Beaulieu, but may be in time for the Breamore Classic 
Car show in August.

Following the meeting Nick Stansmore (and Judy) were 
sent to/went to Coventry on their way for a week in 
the Stratford-upon-Avon area, and the picture shows 
Nick puzzling over his parking skills following a late 
night out!

Beaulieu will have happened by the time you read 
this, I hope you found time to come and talk to W&D 
members on their stand. Our next meeting is at The 
Tyrrells Ford Country Inn on July 12th and usually 
consists of our mid –year meal. Let myself or Nick 
know if you wish to join us.

Malcolm Francis (Wilts),  
malcsmf@btinternet.com  
Nick Stansmore (Dorset),  
nickstansmore@live.co.uk    
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Steve, Ted and Jack with Steve Burch’s ‘before 
and after’ Innocenti restoration display

Yep - I parked that there - I think!

Now that’s what I 
call a clubroom!



Worcestershire Region

It was a great day out for the Worcestershire region on Sunday 7th May at 25th anniversary of the Himley Hall Mini Show. The weather was great 
with sunshine all day. 

The Worcestershire region also attended the Ragley Hall Motor Show on the late May bank holiday Sunday, along with the ‘raffles’ Mini. We are 
raffling a classic Mini in memory of two members who have sadly died from cancer. The proceeds of the raffle will go in aid of St Richard's Hospice. 
The draw date for the raffle will be 8th October 2017 and it will be made at the Malvern Mini Show. 

In the meantime, along with Mercia Minis we are taking the Mini to as many shows as we can. Tickets for the raffle are £ 1.00. There will be other 
prizes to be won too. Sorry, but no raffle tickets will be available on line. 

Mick Rowley

58 | www.minicooper.org

REGIONAL REPORTS



Mini Cooper Register | 59

FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.  
All traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

1995 Rover single point injection 1275 Cooper one of the most genuine in 
the country. Painted red with a white roof, it is in very original condition 
throughout. Purchased by its third owner in 1996 it has had little use 
since 2009/10 when wax oiled and stored hence low mileage of 45,700. 
Full service including every Mot from new. The car has 60s classic badging 
and 4 Cibie spotlamps fitted. The car has mostly new 165 Yokohama tyres 
fitted on clean alloys. Engine has S rockers and head has recently been 
de-coked and polished. A rebuilt gearbox was fitted at 38,000.Full wood 
dash fitted with white instruments.Delivery possible anywhere including 
abroad. £8,300. Photos available and may part exchange. 

I have also broken a 1966 Mk1 988 Cooper in Island blue. All parts 
available, boot, doors, bonnet, speedo, carbs, and Dunlops etc. No shell 
it’s been scrapped due to rust. Also have a seat and trim set in perfect 
condition plus all original badges. Full photo and history book available 
too. Offers for the lot please. 

I have a 1275 fast road engine and gearbox to sell which is at present in 
another early Cooper with twin carbs on a big head. Very fast but quite 
engine and gearbox with later type remote fitted. Price complete £2,650.
Lastly, I’ve rebuilt a 1993 1275 Mayfair with carb.68, 000 miles and in 
original dark blue too much to list here. It’s got a superb engine great 
body/nice interior. £5,500. Sorry no offers please.

Call Micheal on either home: 01223 845645 or mobile 07885077882.  

Parts for sale

Two sets of Minilife wheels and tyres. Set1: Wheels as new with good 
Yokohama 032R tyres includes centre caps but no wheels nuts £325. Set2: 
Wheels in excellent condition with very good Yokohama A008 tyres including 
centre caps and wheel nuts £375.Works two wheel roof rack exact replica of 
the Works rack painstakingly reproduced by Bryan Purves using an original 
Works rack as a template. Very little use and in excellent condition with all 
necessary fittings. Ideal for Minis to ... events £395.Twin HS2 air box near new 
condition with original finish, decals, wing nuts and washers. A very rare item 
in this condition suit concourse build £200.  Telephone Nick on 01785 813693

A complete set of Cooper Register magazines for sale from June1990 to 
December1999. All in black and white as was then and in good condition. 
£25. And another set of Cooper Register magazines from January 2001 to 
December 2010 in colour and again in very good condition. £25. Buyer collects 
or meet at an event. Phil Thompson  Tel no.01489  784162. Hampshire region.

Wheel set 1 Wheel set 2
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KEITH CALVER’S ESSENTIAL VERTO CLUTCH GUIDE

SUPER SEVEN
EARLY MKI BUILT

FOR ENJOYMENT

BIG-BORE BLASTER
OLD SCHOOL TWEAKS,
NEW AGE TRICKS

STUNNING FAST ROAD 
MINIS TO SATISFY ALL 
TASTES AND BUDGETS

ROAD RACER
HISTORIC FIA STYLING,
SWIFTUNE 1380 POWER

JAPAN’S FINEST
130BHP 16-VALVE

BRITAX REPLICA

WEEKEND
WONDERS

MAG FOR
MINI FANS

THE BEST  SCRAPYARD SAVE 1330 MINIVAN

m
inim

ag.co.uk
M

AY 2017  ISSUE  263 
PRINTED IN THE UK  £4.60

MAG FORMAG FOR
MINI FANSMINI FANS

THE BESTTHE BEST  SCRAPYARD SAVE  SCRAPYARD SAVE  SCRAPYARD SAVE  SCRAPYARD SAVE  SCRAPYARD SAVE  SCRAPYARD SAVE  SCRAPYARD SAVE  SCRAPYARD SAVE 

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE ’90s 
JAGUAR XJ6

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS
ROVER HISTORY

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?

M
ay

 2
01

7 
 V

ol
.2

3 
N

o.
06

   £
4.

10

HIGHS AND LOWS
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BUYING THE 
TRIUMPH TR7

ESSENTIAL ADVICE IN BUYING 
BRITAIN'S BARGAIN SPORTS CAR

CHOOSE A SHOW:
NEW AGE CLASSICS:
TOYOTA MR2 MK3

THIS SUMMER'S 
EVENTS LISTING
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DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT
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80s XR FORDS
FROM £2500
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*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate
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With FJ+ you can add to your policy from a range of cover
options* including breakdown, agreed value, salvage
retention and spare parts.

Call our friendly UK team for a quote.

0333 207 6004
or visit footmanjames.co.uk

Insurance
solutions* for
classics and
more.

R
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circulate about
the future
of storied
British sports

car maker Lotus. As
Chinese manufacturers
add to their portfolios
by investing in historic
domestic marques,
industrial relations mar
others. Is Lotus about to
join Vauxhall by passing
into French hands? Full
story inside.

1000
CLASSICS
FOR SALE

s
OF

/ClassicCarBuyer @ClassicBuyer

£
2
.5
0

12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
5th APRIL 2017 ISSUE 376

BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics

SSSSLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS M
O

N
T

H
LY

M
O

N
T

H
LY

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR
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GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
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Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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