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Mk1/2 Washer Jets

Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs and 5 speed 
gearboxes. Only RHP and top 
quality bearings stocked.
The best crosspin diff 
available!  Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £167.47
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48 . . . . . . £706.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741 . . . . £23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring  22G2033EVO . . . £13.99
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54. . £27.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £85.80 full kit

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone 
springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Wheel Bearings

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013. . . . £31.20
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105. £30.60
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102. . . . . . £36.00

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Cooper S Distributor

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set 
- 998cc AJM1250 . . . . . £12.84

Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS. . . . £9.50
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300. £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set. . . . . . . . . . . £17.10
Engine block set. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189. . . . . . . . . . . . £96.22
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381. . . . . . . £2.58
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO. . . . £9.60

Made to Rover Parts Sales’ final 
specification. Part No. GWW807

£40.69

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these stainless
internals in their ‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £58.80
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £76.28
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £34.80
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £27.60
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.71
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.69
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU

Tel: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . . £16.00
20/50 mineral oil & spin on 
filter (not MPI) SO4 . . £17.78
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) 

MSF166 . . . . . . . . . .£2.23 Clutches & Flywheels

£58.80

Each

£4.20

Forged Cranks
For 1275cc blocks 
and made in 
81.3mm and 86mm stroke
(bare forging only £576.00). . . . . . crank £1897.92

Steering racks - L/H or R/H   FAM7306/7 . . . . . . £62.82
MPi Sportspack type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1. . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine Unipart GSJ166. . . . . £15.36
Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . £8.18

Timken front genuine GHK1140  . . . . . . . . . £49.14
Minispares version front  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.80
Timken rear GHK1805 late modified  . . . . . . £39.42
Minispares rear GHK1548MS   . . . . . . . . . . £14.39

NEW!  5 port alloy heads. . . . . . . . . from £1251.50
8 port head kits. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £2014.40
1380cc built Up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards. . £1130.92
Mega pistons 20/40/60 and 73.5. . . . . . . . £237.60
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311 . . . . . . . £194.40
Camshaft Evolution001 . new blanks,outright £89.10 
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £15.83
CNC Evolution Slot Drive Oil Pump . . . from £112.50
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436. . . . . . . . . £133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift roller rocker set C-AHT446A £222.50
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323 . . . . . . . . . . . . £27.20
Duplex kit steel lightened C-AJJ3325 . . . . . . £60.04
21A1902 Mini Spares gen profile engine mount £8.34
21A1902MS Non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting. . . . . . . . . . . . £3.78
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump . . . . £18.90
Minimum stretch single row chain 3H2127EVO. £19.44
Minimum stretch double row chain 2H4905EVO. £24.79

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves.

Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor arm 
12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

All other 25D to 59D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.00
A new distributor - cheaper than a conversion kit
Electric type of above (no points) . . . . . . . from £56.65
Also available are 3 electric types to match your
camshaft profile to our distributor design
Std to 276 cam spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.20
Above is ideal for our Evolution camshaft range
285 - 296 cam spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £82.80
310-315 cam spec. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £90.00

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 £21.78
Master cylinder GMC1008  . . £45.50
Standard diaphragm GCC103 . £26.10
Orange diaphragm  C-AEG481 .£35.10
Grey Comp diaphragm C-AEG482. . . . . . . . . £37.75
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS. . from £18.28
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS. . . . £24.00
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £70.20
AP Std. clutch plate, Turbo, light tune  GCP204 . £33.12
AP road/rally Plate C-AHT595 180mm . . . . . . . . . . £88.78
AP Racing road/rally clutch C-AHT596 180mm. . . . . . £91.44
Ultralight flywheel - standard EN8  . . . . . . . .£135.35
Ultralight flywheel - race EN24  . . . . . . . . . . £209.08
3 piece AP clutch assembly pre Verto GCK100AF . . . . £60.30
3 Piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 Piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £118.80
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £122.40

New Gears

29 tooth A plus primary gears for 998 or 
1275, with floating bush for longevity, state cc £153.60
2nd gear for 4 synchro pre A plus £76.80

Engines:
Visit our website for the full
ENGINE PARTS LISTINGS
www.minispares.com/engines

Brakes:
For BRAKES go to:
www.minispares.com/brakes

Gaskets:
For GASKETS go to:
www.minispares.com/gaskets

For ELECTRICS go to:
www.minispares.com/electrics

Gearboxes & Diffs
For GEARBOXES go to:
www.minispares.com/gearboxes

Clutches:
For CLUTCHES go to:
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

Suspension:
For SUSPENSION go to:
www.minispares.com/suspension

Exhausts:
For EXHAUSTS go to:
www.minispares.com/exhausts

Brightwork:
For BRIGHTWORK go to:
www.minispares.com/brightwork

Steering:
For STEERING go to:
www.minispares.com/steering

Electrics:

Cooper S 7.5”disc and EBC pads MS35 . . . . Pr £53.60
8.4” disc and Mintex pads MSSK014 . . . . . . Pr £29.32
8.4”vented disc and pads MS39. . . . . . . . . . Pr £49.18
S caliper Mini Spares  R/H 27H4656MS . . . . . . £72.00
S caliper Mini Spares  L/H 27H4657MS . . . . . . £72.00
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper R/H 37H8128. . . . £65.17
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper L/H 37H8129 . . . . £65.17
S Disc conv. + Mini Spares caliper C-AJJ4028MS £450.66
S Disc conv + AP caliper & Timken bearings . . . £602.04
S brake disc shield set MSSK1400 R/H . . . . . . . £22.98
S brake disc shield set MSSK1401 L/H . . . . . . . £22.98
MK1/2 brake servo cast body 21A1293 . . . £216.00
Mk3 servo and non gen fitting kit SEN43 . . £144.00
Servo 1988 on GSM119 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £126.00
Single line plastic canister GMC171 . . . . . . . £44.40
Single line metal canister GMC171ORIGINAL . . . £66.96

The Choice is Yours!
Mini Spares offers you the choice of
genuine BL/Rover parts or of more

affordable or better value alternatives
of the best quality available.

Drivetrain:
For DRIVETRAIN go to:
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

www.minispares.com
All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either 
Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.                     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are
printing - check website for up-to-date prices.

£85.80

Package
Price

www.minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com website for pictures,
downloads, catalogues, current prices & special deals

Mail Order - 01707 607700
Mail Order also available direct from Mini Spares North 

Call 01423 881800 to order

Quite simply the Largest Stocks of Mini Spares in the World!

Mobile & tablet friendly

The Largest Stocks of
Mini Parts in the
World

Close
to A1M
& M25

Next to
M5 (J2)
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mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Shop on-line         at www.minispares.com - or visit our 3 great stores

The World Famous Mini Spares Centre Ltd......is the foremost authority and the largeststockist of classic Mini parts in the world!• Annual turnover in excess of £15 million • Our huge buying power = the mostcompetitive prices on the best quality parts!• We offer our own unique range ofexclusively designed or tooled up items.• Knowledgeable technical assistance staff

Free
Catalogue!

Cooperworld ad v79.qxp_Layout 2  18/04/2017  09:37  Page 1
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

June magazine – 1st May
July magazine – 1st June
August magazine – 1st July

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2017   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates are 
aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/old 
inks while printing blankets are shredded and used for 
rubberised play areas and footpaths. The wrapping it 
comes in is degradable and will break down in the soil.

Cooper disclaimer 
The Cooper logo is the property of John 
Michael Cooper and should not be used 
without prior permission.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ  
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Sarah Voss 
0/2, 49 Kelvinside Drive, Glasgow, G20 6QD 
07988 864002 
youthcoordinator@minicooper.org 

Non Designated Committee Members 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 01/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 30.17.indd   1 16/02/2017   16:43
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INSURANCE FOR  
MINI COOPER REGISTER 
ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and 
members against a variety of claims. The key area it covers is 
‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to 
the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at 
shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of 
shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are 
planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many 
regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that 
we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a 
member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the 
ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a 
claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only 
offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini 
Cooper Register presence. If the stand organizer lets me know 
(address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the 
magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the 
event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers 
risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor 
and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, 
and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card 
at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card.  
01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available 
to Mini Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old  
01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK  
01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.
co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B. 
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 
01903 715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex 
JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk  
01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk. 
Tel. 01189 485132

Back Copies of  
the Magazine
These are now available  
online via the Website 

at a cost of £3.50 each  
plus p&p

Missing 
Magazines
Sometimes magazines  
go astray.

If your magazine does not 
arrive by the middle of  
the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do 
not have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT -  
PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be 
received by the 1st of the 
month for the following 
month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the 
magazine sent by email, 
so if you do not receive 
an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I 
have not received it. Please 
telephone me after a day 
or so to check if you do not 
hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press 
administer the membership -  

see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
It seems that almost as soon as we had 

all reset our clocks forward an hour 
at the end of March, Spring has sprung 
and the sun has finally come out with 
some real heat behind it. As I type my 
editorial, there are no signs of any April 
showers in the weather forecasts for 
the time being either! 

This time of the year also coincides 
with the start of the outdoor events 
season, and one such event that 
is beginning to grow in popularity 

generally, but also particularly amongst some of our club members, 
is the Members’ Meeting at Goodwood. One such MCR member, 
who went along to the 75th Members’ Meeting as it was billed, was 
Robert Clayson and he has been good enough to write an article on 
the meeting, illustrating it with some great photos of the cars in action 
over the weekend of the meeting. Do have a read of Robert’s article 
in the events section of the magazine.

Then Mike Bennett has sent me part three of his article about the 
trials and tribulations of the restoration of his Mk1 Cooper S. In part 
three Mike covers the work he has carried out within the interior 
of his car, including the refurbishment of the speedo and heater. 
I do take my hat off to Mike for attempting to do as many of the 
restoration jobs that he feels he can do on his car himself. I am not 
sure that I would be as brave as he has been in tackling some of these 

jobs. As in parts one and two of his article, Mike has, once again, 
illustrated the work he has carried out with lots of detailed photos.

Now, Peter Barker will be the name of a person known to many 
members for his rallying exploits in a Mini in the recent past, but he 
is also someone who has written quite extensively on the historic 
aspects of the sport too. In fact, about ten years ago, he undertook 
to interview as many of the individuals that were associated with 
the former Abingdon Competitions Department in order to record, 
for posterity, their reminiscences of the heyday of when the Mini 
Cooper was the giant killing motorsport machine of the time. So, 
logically, Peter has started with what will be a series of interview 
articles, from the very beginning of the Competitions Department’s 
inception, with an article on his interview with the first manager, 
Marcus Chambers. You will find Peter’s article in the Members’ 
articles section of the magazine.

Finally, and in a similar vein, I was really pleased to have been 
contacted by Don Griffiths recently who told me that he had been 
involved in rallying in the 1960s and had, in fact, navigated for Phil 
Cooper in particular, in the Works Mk 2 Mini Cooper S registered 
RJB 326F. Don kindly agreed to write an article on his reminiscences 
of his rallying days and, to accompany his article, he has dug out 
some photos from his personal collection which have not been 
published previously I believe. So, please make sure that you read 
Don’s fascinating article.

Paul Sulma 

Coopers at Combe
Castle Combe Race Circuit

Saturday 19th August 2017
  

Entry is limited to 15 cars and places are available on 
a first come first served basis, so book early to avoid 
disappointment by contacting Graham E Robinson and 
also for further details. 
This is a very popular event with members. Usually, 
only five cars are allowed out on to the track at once 
making it safer than other Mini track days at this circuit. 
Club members are welcome to spectate on the day and 
admission is free. 

80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex,  
SS3 0HW 01702 219298  

graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

Norfolk and Suffolk will jointly have a presence at 
the newly announced Mini Festival at Snetterton. 

We should be there on both days with an MCR 
gazebo and feather flag on display. Snetterton is 

easily accessible from the Midlands via the A14 and 
from the South via the M11. 

Some members may be camping on the  
Saturday evening. 

Any members wishing to join us please contact either 
Jim Redburn Norfolk jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk 
or Ian MacPherson Suffolk ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk. 
Alternativley, tel 01728 831956 or 07749 936274. 

Discounted entry fees are available with Club code.

Ian Macpherson

SNETTERTON
13/14 May 2017



has been doing this for us for many years, will still be there, selling his 
goods, but the club felt that we would be best placed to take this task 
on ourselves. If any trader has yet to book, then do get in touch with 
Graham Hendra and book your stand by calling Graham on 07808 
705550. For club members wishing to take a ‘Trunk Traders’ pitch to 
shift some of your unwanted Mini bits and sell them free of eBay and 
PayPal fees, then please contact Tony Salter and he will book you in 
(Tel 02380 560073 evenings). 

Entries are still open for the club's well respected Concours. We 
have simplified the class systems slightly this year and hopefully, the 
competition and standard will be as high as ever. So, if you have a car 
that you wish to be judged by the best in the Mini business contact Ian 
Hitchman and book your prime parking space in the main arena and 
see how your car measures up. Mike Cooper, our President, will be 
there with his lovely Mk2 Cooper S and he has agreed to judge the Mk2 
Cooper S Concours – so no pressure then. Do contact Ian Hitchman 
to book your entry (Tel 01302 883550). Then finally, a plea yet again, 
for helpers on the day. Tony needs volunteers to help out for a couple 
of hours to park and marshal cars into the right places. Without these 
people, the day would soon degrade into chaos. So, if you fancy a free 
entry and a meal voucher thrown in for good measure, please call Tony 
and offer your services (Tel 02380 560073 in the evenings). He and the 
rest of the club will be eternally grateful – your club needs you. 

Regions are always important to the club and I know that Richard 
Sign, our new Regional Co-ordinator, who has barely got his feet 

under the desk, is working hard to help and assist regions as best he 
can. I will remind all regions that there are funds available for them 
to purchase gazebos and sail flags. All we ask is that you contribute 
25% of the cost from your own resources – the club will pay the rest. 
Richard has details of the equipment that is available. It should be a 
simple matter of organising a couple of fund raising events to fund 
your region's small contribution. Any advice on these matters can be 
obtained from Richard.

In closing, I have to offer an apology to the Suffolk Region when I 
mentioned in the March edition of CooperWorld that not much 
happens in East Anglia. This was a comment directed at the Norfolk 
Region which is suffering from lack of attendance and it was not my 
intention to include Suffolk in that remark. I know that Ian MacPherson 
and his members do a sterling job and are very active putting on and 
attending various events. Keep up the good work Ian.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Beaulieu is only six weeks away, which 
seems remarkable as Christmas 

seems only just behind us. They say 
as you get older time flies by – well, I 
guess they were correct with that one.  
Beaulieu this year promises to be yet 
another great show and Tony Salter, with 
his small band of helpers, will do their 
utmost to make the day as enjoyable as 
possible. We have, as I’d mentioned last 
month, managed to secure the services 
of Fuzz Townsend from Channel 4’s ‘Car 
SOS’.  Fuzz is a Carole Nash ambassador 

and will be attended on their stand. Peter McIlvenny, their Classic Car 
Manager will, as always, be along with his team and they will be happy 
to quote you for car insurance. As club sponsors, do give them a try 
and they will do their best to give you a very competitive quote.  Fuzz 
will be out and about, on the day, meeting members and, no doubt, 
showing a great interest in the cars – I’m sure he’ll also be happy to 
sign the odd autograph. 

On the subject of autographs, there will be a selection of our honorary 
members in attendance during the day and they are always happy to 
chat. This year, Christabel Carlisle will be with us and she will have for 
sale, copies of her new book ‘Christabel Carlisle Mini Virtuoso,’ which 
is all about her short but distinguished racing career. She too will be 
happy to sign copies of her book – and it will save you some postage. 
Paddy Hopkirk will as always be in attendance with Mini Sport and 
he too should be happy to sign autographs. Not forgetting, of course, 
Graham Robson, our commentator for the day, who will be interviewing 
the visiting celebrities and entertaining you with his encyclopaedic 
knowledge of all thing to do with motoring. Not forgetting too, that the 
Beaulieu PA system is at last fit for purpose and working very well.

Advance ticket sales are going well and I would urge all those planning 
to attend, to purchase your tickets on-line before the day. Visit www.
minicooper.org and follow the links for Beaulieu tickets. The savings 
are very worthwhile – especially if you are not planning to turn up 
in a Mini. This also allows you to enter via the ‘Fast-Track’ entrance 
which will alleviate the queues that often form mid morning.  It is also 
a timely reminder to contact your relevant Registrar if you wish to 
display your car as part of your register's display. Spaces are limited 
for each registrar, so if you want to show off your car, do contact 
them without delay. Trade stands are also filling up fast. This year, we 
are ‘going it alone’ in booking the trade stands. Keith Redwood, who 

We welcome the following new members who joined during March

NEW MEMBERS
Stephen Deakin, Kingswinford, West Midlands

Paul Green, Gunnislake, Cornwall

Mesnard Olivier, Villeperdue, France

Paul Dyson & Alex Gimblett, Epsom, Surrey

Ken Atkinson, Ulverston, Cumbria

Duncan Cooper, London

David & Olivia Southcott, Etchingham, East Sussex

Stefano Lolli & Francesca Casini, Callander, Stirling

Joe Waters, Brighton, East Sussex

William Ives-Keeler, Norwich, Norfolk

Leon Carter, Staunton, Gloucestershire

Nick Zander, Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey

Franky Deblomme, Zingem, Belgium

Philip Walker, Ramsbury, Wiltshire

Juble Arnold, Southampton, Hampshire

Andy Sayers, Burgess Hill, West, Sussex

Trevor & Harry Myles, Groombridge, Kent
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Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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details of those attending to make arrangements. Please contact 
Jonathan Voss via email at jonathanvoss@btinternet.com.if you wish 
to be included on this tour.

John Price is representing the club again at this year’s Silverstone 
Classic event on the 28-30th July. Tickets for this event are available 
from the Silverstone Classic website at http://www.silverstoneclassic.
com/. The last day for booking is 31st May. Please email John for a 
space on the club stand and for discount code for tickets at SC_15@
icloud.com

Looking forward to seeing you all during the summer. That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

T he club still has a couple of run 
tickets for the LSMOC London to 

Brighton Mini Run taking place on the 
21st May. Please contact me via email or 
telephone for further details, but we do 
only have a couple of tickets left. We do 
have a stand at the event so please do 
pop by and say hello.

The Brands Hatch Mini festival is on the 
8th & 9th July. We will have a club stand 
hosted by the Kent gang and tickets are 
available from http://www.mini-festival.
co.uk/. We have a discount code of 
MCR for reduced price tickets. We 

can also offer register members the opportunity to have a guided 
tour of the MINI UK VIP Team garage to get up close to the MINI 
Challenge JCW racing cars. During the tour members will receive 
a detailed explanation from championship contender, Rob Smith 
and members of the engineering team as to the driving techniques 
required to win, specification of the cars, as well as what makes 
the championship such a popular route to the British Touring Car 
Championship. The tour will be on Sunday the 9th of July and will 
be free of charge to members, but we will need to take names and 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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0843 453 9000  MINI-FESTIVAL.CO.UK
*Advance tickets available until midday  Thursday 11 May. Postage fee applies. 

Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

ONLINE* TICKETS FROM £19   KIDS UNDER 13 FREE

SPECIAL

DISCOUNTS

AVAILABLE FOR MINI 

OWNERS AND CLUBS

See website for details

  HUGE VARIETY OF MINI RACING    TRADE VILLAGE    GIANT MOVIE SCREEN  
  GRID WALK    MINI PARADES AND CLUB DISPLAYS    CAMPING 
  LIVE EVENING MUSIC    FUNZONE PLUS MORE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

Brought

 

to

 

you

 

by
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

May 2017

Event: British Mini Day 
Date: 7th May 
Location: Himley Hall, Dudley, DY3 4DF 
Contact: Mick Rowley - rminimick@aol.com

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run 
Date: 13-14th May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
Date: 13th -14th May 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Mini Festival 2017 
Date: 13th – 14th May 
Location: Snetterton 
Contact: http://snetterton.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Mini Run 2017 
Date: 21st May 
Location: Ends Madeira Drive, Brighton 
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org

Event: International Mini Meeting (IMM) 2017 
Date: 25-27th May 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: www.imm2017.ie

June 2017

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 4th June 
Location: Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. Displays, traders, 
club stands, autojumble. 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: MCR Mini Day at Beaulieu 
Date: 11th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINIs 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 17th-18th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Festival of Speed  
Date: 22nd – 25th June 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

July 2017

Event: Mini Festival 2017 
Date: 8th – 9th July 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: 23rd July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 28th- 30th July  
(Club presence likely to be one day TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

Event: BMC Family Sports Car Day 
Date: 30th July 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: Bristol Motor Club

August 2017

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 5th August  
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car.  
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/nostalgia

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 4th – 6th August  
Location: Marley Eternit Sports and Social Club, 
Whaddon Road, Royston, Cambs SG8 5RL  
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 13th August  
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants  
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Mini Festival 2017 
Date: 19th August  
Location: Oulton Park  
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: 19th August  
Location: Castle Combe  
Contact: Graham Robinson –  
mk2registrar@minicooper.org

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 2017 
Date: 20th August  
Location: Kent  
Contact: Justin Ridyard – h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Motorsport at the Palace 
Date: 27th-28th August  
Location: Crystal Palace  
Contact: www.motorsportatthepalace.co.uk

September 2017

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble 
Date: 2nd -3rd September 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 8th-10th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 11th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 16th – 17th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Mick Cooke, Lancs Region or  
Pete Flanagan

Event: Polderroute Part 8 – Belgium Minis on Tour  
Date: 17th September 
Location: Belgium 
Contact: http://www.belgianminisontour.be/
pages/190235/Kalender.html

Event: Drive Days at Shelsley Walsh – autumn  
Date: 22nd September 
Location: Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb, Shelsley Walsh, 
Worcester, Worcestershire WR6 6RP 
Contact: http://www.shelsleywalsh.com/

Event: OhSoRetroShow 2017 
Date: 24th September 
Location: Margate, Kent 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

Event: Minis to Ireland 2017 
Date: 21st-28th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org

Event: MiniWorld Action Day 
Date: 30th September 
Location: Castle Combe 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

October 2017

Event: British Mini Fair 2 
Date: TBC October 
Location: Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire  
Contact: Worcestershire Region. Mick Rowley -  
rminimick@aol.com

November 2017

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Car Show 
Date: 10th- 12th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham  
Contact: Justin Ridyard - events@minicooper.org 
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01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR
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The MCR’s National Mini Day at Beaulieu 
Sunday 11th June 2017

Plans for our National day in June are progressing well. The main arena is slowly filling up with Mk11 
Coopers and Ss, although I am sure Nick and Graham would welcome more. The ‘sawn not sorn’ display is 
progressing although Graham Hendra is still on the lookout for more shortened, sprinted or chopped cars. 
So please contact Graham on graham@freedomhp.co.uk if you have a car that could be suitable.

The display of modified R53 Cooper Ss has been arranged by the Modern MINI registrar David Young, and will 
comprise a display of cars from Sussex Road and Race, who have kindly offered to bring 5 cars!

The registrars will be looking for cars to put on their respective stands, so if you have a car available, why not 
call or email them and a free entry ticket could be yours!

Trade stands are being booked regularly, so there will be plenty of Mini parts to buy.  If you need to 
sell some old bits and pieces from your hoard, then why not book a trunk trade pitch for just £10 in 
advance or £15 on the day for a pitch; but no tables or large vans, just a sheet or similar on the ground. 
This is definitely for the non-professional seller.  It is normally very popular and last year we were 
nearly oversubscribed.

There is still plenty of room for regional stands so, if your region is interested in booking a space then you can 
either contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org or use the form on the website.  A regional stand is ideal for a 
trip out as a group and then parking together at the show amongst other regions.

The concours  still has space available as I write, a few people have already entered, but there is plenty of room 
for more.  As I have said previously, the concours is an opportunity to show off your car, possibly win a trophy 
and some AutoGlym goodies whilst having a parking spot right in the arena!  If you look at the details on the 
website you will see that changes have been made to the regular classes in an effort to make the concours 
more attractive to a wider group of people.

Helpers are always needed for the show.  If you can offer a couple of hours of your time, I can give you a free 
ticket and some lunch vouchers as well my appreciation. 

Finally, advance tickets are available now from the ticket line. Go to www.minicooper.org and follow the 
Beaulieu link. For more information either contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org or go to our website www.
minicooper.org and follow the Beaulieu link.

Tony Salter  

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.

Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers
This year’s date for the show is the 11th June 

and, as usual, I am in need of volunteers to 
help with marshalling. There are two shifts, one 
from 8:00am to 10:30am and the later one from 

10:30am to 1:00pm. 

As you can see I only need 2 ½ hours maximum 
of your time. In return I can offer a free entry 
ticket, a meal voucher and the opportunity to 

see many of the cars that come to our show. The 
remainder of the day is your own.

Please either call me on 02380 560073 (eves 
only) or email me on beaulieu@minicooper.org  

Helpers are essential to the running of our national 
day and your help is very much appreciated. 

If you are interested in

helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073

alternatively email me on

beaulieu@minicooper.org

Trade Stands
We are now taking bookings for Trade 
Stands for this year’s National Mini Day at 
the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, New 
Forest, Hampshire and we are pleased to say 
that the cost of stands is being held at last 
year’s level.

We are restricted on space for stands, so they will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis.  
Early booking is therefore essential to ensure 
your place and booking must be made in advance 
as it will not possible to turn up on the day. Each 
5m x 5m trade stand will be £45 plus the cost of 
an entrance ticket per person attending. Please 
go to our website www.minicooper.org, follow 
the Beaulieu tab, to see the latest update on the 
trade stands and availability. 

 
Please email or call Graham Hendra on:  
email graham@freedomhp.co.uk   
Phone 07808 705550

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 
website www.minicooper.org and email 

it to Ian Hitchman at:  
treasurer@minicooper.org

If you do not have access to a computer
call Ian Hitchman on 01302 883550 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket.

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble.   We will have an 
area reserved for private autojumbling from 
a non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket.   

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter (02380 560073).
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Car S.O.S. celebrity Fuzz Townshend to be at MCR’s National Mini Day
By Lorraine Hampson

It has been confirmed by our sponsors, Carole Nash Insurance, 
that Fuzz Townshend will be a guest at the Mini Cooper Register’s 

National Mini Day at Beaulieu Motor Museum on 11th June 2017. Fuzz 
has become a household name through the popular TV programme 
Car S.O.S. and he also features regularly in Classic Car Weekly as their 
Master Mechanic.

You may remember the Car S.O.S. episode where the team restored 
and transformed Keith Winter’s beige Mini Cooper into a red and white 
Paddy Hopkirk rally replica. This car and its proud owner, was present 
last year on the Carole Nash stand and efforts are being made for them 
to be reunited with Fuzz at Beaulieu this year.

Carole Nash Insurance have done very well to have Fuzz attending 
at the club’s main show as he is a popular and busy celebrity, as well 
as running his own classic car restoration business and playing as a 
drummer in a band!

To meet Fuzz you can buy tickets for the National Mini day in advance 
at https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/events/mini-cooper-register-rally/

Lorraine Hampson
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Left to right Fuzz Townshend, Keith Winter (Mini 
owner) and Tim Shaw co-presenter of Car S.O.S



0800 083 6302
We share your passion for classic cars, call now for our best cover

Based on reviews from July 2016 – December 2016

of customers would 
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Marcus Chambers 1910-2009
By Peter Barker

Marcus Chambers was BMC’s first Competitions Manager. Using his 
pre-war experience of motorsport gained from racing at Le Mans, 

Marcus successfully built up the BMC team of drivers and navigators 
plus mechanics and support staff from 1955 to form a crack competitive 
unit. Campaigning in the brutal Austin Healey 3000 and the nimble but 
underpowered early 850 Mini in rallies, Marcus oversaw many class 
wins and two outright wins for Pat Moss and Ann Wisdom. When he 
handed over control of BMC ‘Comps’ to Stuart Turner in 1961, the 
department was well prepared for the major successes they achieved 
with the Mini Cooper S during the mid 1960s.

John Sprinzel, a Works BMC driver in Austin Healey Sprites and Minis, 
once described Marcus as ‘cheerful, stubborn, always efficient, in fact 
the ‘poor man’s *Neubauer’. It is an apt title although to his driver’s he 
will always be remembered as ‘Chub’.’

*Alfred Neubauer 1891-1980 was the racing manager of the Mercedes-
Benz Grand Prix team from 1922 to 1955.

The following reminiscences are based upon an interview I had with 
Marcus in 2003 for MiniWorld magazine:

“I recall standing by a back street garage at Le Mans in 1938 with Peter 
Clark looking at bonnet straps and the like, on the racing HRG we were 
to drive at the 24-hour race. A figure with a hook nose, wearing a beret 
came up to us and said, ‘Do you boys know what you are doing?’ It was 
Sammy Davis, the most famous Bentley driver of that era. We were 

totally in awe of him. ‘I think I’ll teach you some pit drill’ said Sammy 
and so he did. He taught us to move around the car clockwise so as 
not to get in each other’s way and to perform tasks in a certain order. 
Using his techniques we saved 13 minutes on pit stops during the 1939 
Le Mans 24-hour race, compared with the previous year, and so won 
our class.”

Marcus finished 10th overall in the 1938 Le Mans 24-hour race driving a 
self-prepared HRG. This was his last significant result as a racing driver 
before the outbreak of the Second World War in which he saw service 
with Coastal Forces RNVR, and as an engineering officer in the Royal 
Navy. Post-war Marcus found work as a maintenance engineer on the 
ill fated Groundnut Scheme in East Africa. Returning to England in the 
mid 1950s, Marcus was determined to become involved in motorsport 
once again.

“I wrote to Jack Emmott at British Automotive Products, who put me 
in touch with John Thornley at MG. John invited me up to Abingdon, 
where I was told that there was a new job going as Competitions 
Manager and that I could be considered for it. The technical adviser on 
motorsport to the BMC board was none other than Sammy Davis, who 
remembered me from Le Mans and must have put in a good word as I 
was offered the job not long afterwards”.

As BMC’s new Competitions Manager, Marcus had to compete using 
some pretty dreadful BMC models before he found the right ones to 
use. He had to make some driver changes as well.

Marcus Chambers but affectionately nick named Chub
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be scored. We heard that Annie was prepared to withdraw from the rally 
so there would not be enough female crews to score points, so at the last 
minute we entered Nancy Mitchell and Pat Allison in a Mini to make up 
the numbers. After some dramas Pat won in her Austin-Healey and Annie, 
having withdrawn to try to spoil the result, was furious.”

The remaining ‘Comps’ activities with the 850 Mini proved it to be 
an interesting but rather undeveloped rally vehicle, and so no further 
spectacular results were achieved with it. But the potential was there 
for greater things. Marcus left BMC at the end of 1961 and went to 
work as a Service Manager at Ian Appleyard’s dealership in Yorkshire. 
Just as Marcus arrived at Appleyard’s the Mini Cooper was announced. 
Marcus tried out the first demonstrator model received.

“I took it for a drive and frankly I thought it was dreadful. It was harsh, 
noisy, primitive and the brakes were poor. The 850 Mini had been 
dreadfully underpowered for motorsport but it did run sweetly and 
handled beautifully, particularly downhill.” It was Marcus’s successor, 
Stuart Turner, who exploited the Mini Cooper’s potential for competition 
at BMC, now with the full support of Issigonis and the Cooper Car Co.

But Marcus had one more role to play. “We kept having to mend 
Appleyard’s Mini Cooper demonstrator (due to its use in local rallies) so I got 
the driver, a young salesman by the name of Tony Fall to take me out for a 
drive in the snow. I was impressed by his obvious talent and so wrote a letter 
of introduction to Stuart Turner at BMC. The rest is history, as they say.”

Marcus moved back to the Midlands to work as Competitions Manager 
for the Rootes Group in Coventry where he met with limited success. 
The rally team wasn’t to the same calibre as that of BMC’s team.

“I missed my friends at BMC when I left. The BMC team was by far the best 
of its day, as I found out when I went to Rootes. The mechanics in particular 
were superb and the whole team richly deserved the success they achieved.”

Peter Baker

Peter Barker 2017 

“I had to sack some of John Thornley’s MG friends as drivers. They 
were fine at going around pylons on Blackpool sea front but they 
couldn’t have driven over an Alp if their lives had depended upon it. 
BMC needed the best-quality crews available, and I found these by 
recruiting drivers who had gained international success at their own 
expense, mainly in HRG models. People like John Gott, Bill Shepherd 
and Nancy Mitchell came to BMC from that background.”

Cars such as the Austin 90 and 110 models made pretty poor rally cars 
and the new team didn’t really get going until sports cars such as the 
MGA and Austin-Healey 100/6 (later 3000) became available.

“We used whatever was given to us to promote. We tended to use 
similar cars with different badges to simplify our servicing. In those early 
days, some servicing was carried out by dealers in whichever country 
we were in. One of the best was the de Vries organisation in Paris, 
who were then the Austin agents for the whole of France. They would 
take in a rally car, repair it and re-prepare it and then have it ready for 
whoever was going to use it next. It was a superb service.”

Under Marcus’ management BMC developed one of the world’s most 
successful rally teams. The greatest achievement by BMC during his time 
was the outright win of the 1960 Liege-Rome-Liege rally by Pat Moss 
and Ann Wisdom in an Austin Healey 3000. But they didn’t immediately 
recognise the team’s future star rally car when they first received it.

“When the Mini was first announced in 1959 I decided that I would be 
the one to give it its first international rally outing. Peter Wilson and I 
entered one for the 1959 Viking Rally, Norway’s biggest rally. The event 
was held in September and we had a little left in our budget, so we 
thought we’d give the Mini a try. We had to get some of the stronger 
welded wheels fitted to the car, as the early riveted ones fell to pieces 
during hard cornering. No sumpguard was fitted as the sump looked 
strong enough to us (!), and the engine was mildly tuned – probably 
by Don Moore. We did fit an extra fuel tank though. On the rally we 
had trouble with the moorland tracks, as the Mini’s little wheels were 
perpetually in the air and the sump on the ground. But downhill the car 
went like stink and could catch the leading SAABs with no problems. The 
Mini let in much water in the wet weather and the clutch oil seal leaked, 
so that we had to squirt the fire extinguisher into the clutch housing at 
regular intervals. Despite all this we finished – but well down the order.

Issigonis was unimpressed. ‘the Mini was never designed to do 
things like that,’ he said, and so he wasn’t keen for us to use it in 
competitions anymore.”

Several of BMC’s drivers regarded the Mini as an undesirable car to 
rally but Marcus was forthright. “Contracted BMC drivers were paid a 
retainer and so drove whatever they were bloody well told to drive!”

Although not a rally winning car at this early stage of its development, 
the Mini had its uses in the BMC Competitions Department strategy. 
“The 1960 Portuguese Rally was set to decide the European Ladies Rally 
Championship for that year, and Pat Moss and Ann Wisdom were likely to 
win it. Their great rival, Annie Soisbault was entered by Triumph in a TR3. 
Annie was a colourful character and competed with a female co-driver 
who was a writer and owned a pet leopard. This leopard, also female, used 
to accompany them in the car to rallies! The rules of the Championship said 
that there had to be at least three all-female crews in the rally for points to 
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Marcus Chambers, holding a 
tortoise, and with his co-driver 
Peter Clark at Le Mans in 1938



The Restoration of my Morris Mini Cooper S – Part 3
By Mike Bennett
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This is part 3 of my story of the rebuild of our Morris Cooper S 1275; 
the previous two parts were covered in the October 2016 and 

January 2017 editions of CooperWorld respectively.

With the rear trim in place, attention turned to the front of the cabin; 
the upper and lower dash rails and the A posts were covered in the 
black vinyl fabric. Tackling the dash rails, I found it easiest to apply 
contact adhesive to a short section of the fabric and the equivalent 
section onto the metal. I waited for the adhesive to go dry and then 
brought the two together, stretching as required to accommodate 
the curves of the dash rail before repeating this process several times 
along the rails. The end result is a smooth finish with no wrinkles on 
the curved sections, particularly the concave sections around the 
switch panel.

The switch panel and the steel support for the gauges were stripped 
and sprayed with Ford Polar Grey which is a very close match to the 
original colour of the switch panel. 

Then, as the back of the speedo was covered in surface rust, I 
decided it needed attention too and so I proceeded to strip it 
down. It comes apart very easily; the bezel is removed by bending 
out the tabs around the edge and removing the two large screws. 
The light blue paint on the inside was in good order and cleaned 
up well. I wanted to keep this intact, so, rather that blast and plate 
the casing; I used a zinc spray paint on the outside of the casing 
only which looks very close to the original finish. With the speedo 
in bits, the working mechanism was given a good clean and a small 
amount of grease applied to the odometer gears. On re-assembly, 

a new bezel for the speedo and one each for the two gauges 
finished things off nicely.

The pedal box followed and all the components were blasted and 
powder coated before assembly. As some of you might know, the 
Cooper S has a thicker brake pedal than the standard Mini and I was 
pleased to see that mine had one too. Anyone who has squeezed 
themselves into the footwell of a Mini in order to try to fit the 
clevis pins that secure the master cylinders to the pedal tops will 
appreciate the tool I used from MiniWorld, Bilston, to do the job. 
The clevis pin is held securely allowing it to be easily slipped into 
place. I added a clip to the other end of the handle to hold an R clip 
to be used instead of the split pin. What was once my least favourite 
job on the Mini was transformed by this simple tool.

The brake master cylinder is a NOS item and just to be on the 
safe side, it was stripped to ensure that there was no rust in the 
bore. Thankfully, it had obviously been stored well as it was in 
perfect condition.

Although categorised under cooling, the heater was the next part of the 
interior to be tackled. In 1963 the ‘Fresh air heater’ was introduced; 
unlike the earlier square box unit that just circulated the air in the 
cockpit, the later unit included a duct that extended out through the 
bulkhead to just behind the grill.

Step one was to strip the unit and establish its condition. Just 
at that time, a friend had a batch of bits going off to be powder 
coated and the outer casing was included to make up the 

Testing the heater matrix

Rear of speedo

Completed heater

Blue interior of speedo
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numbers. Had this not been the case I would have blasted the 
panels and sprayed them in satin black. The fascia panel however 
is different, as this has a black wrinkle finish and required 
redoing. The panel was first stripped and sanded and sprayed 
with etch primer. I used VHT Wrinkle paint and found that the 
secret is heat. A booth was made using a large cardboard box 
and a fan heater played on the fascia, the can was also placed in 
the box to warm up, although not directly in line with the heater. 
When everything was nice and warm, a heavy coat of the paint 
was applied and then a hot air gun was carefully played over the 
panel. As the hot air reached the paint, the wrinkling started, 
giving just the right finish. This was carried out in the winter 
and such lengths may not be required in warmer conditions. 
The same treatment was given to the two ‘ears’ of the heater 
unit. With the paint on the fascia replaced, the lettering had to 
be re-applied; once again thanks to the wealth of information of 
the forum, it was possible to establish that Letraset Helvetica 
Medium Condensed 3mm (RDC0130) is the most suitable font. 
However, you do have to wait until the wrinkle paint is fully 
cured and hard before applying the lettering.

For the internals, the dilemma is one that faces us all, re-use the 
original or risk a possibly poor quality replacement? The fan motor 
is held to the side plate with rivets: these were drilled out and 
the motor cleaned and bench tested and proved to be in perfect 
order, which left the heater matrix. After a rebuild, the last thing I 
wanted was a trickle of coolant on the new carpet, but to re-use 
or replace? So, I decided to fill the matrix with water and attached 
two lengths of hose, one blanked off with a bolt, the other with a 
tyre valve tube cut from an old wheel. The pressure was brought 
up to 35psi, well above the normal operating pressure, and left 
overnight. With no drop in pressure by the following day, the 
matrix was declared fit and wrapped in some new foam before 
being reinstalled into the heater box.

The original carpets were long gone so new underfelt and carpets 
from Newton Commercial were obtained. The under felt was glued to 

Speedo mechanism

Speedo and switch panel

Speedo installed

Clevis pin holder

R-clip holder

Pedal box components
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A sound damping pad was stuck to the 
inside of each door, and the plan was to 
then fit the door cards. However, we came 
across a stand at a car show selling closed 
cell foam. A good chat about the principles 
of soundproofing and an appreciation of 
the difference between noise generated 
by vibrating panels and road noise passing 
through panels resulted in the purchase of 
a couple of 8mm sheets; one for the roof 
and the other to be split between the two 
doors. New drain tubes were fitted followed 
by the door cards, chrome internal door 
handles and the chrome bin finishers. Finally, 
the kick plates were riveted into place. 
Now that the door latches were fitted, it 
became apparent that the doors would not 
close over the door seals. This, I am told is 
not unusual. A call to the helpful people at 
Phoenix Trim revealed that they did a lower 
profile seal and this did the trick. 

Mike Bennett

the front bulkhead and inner wheel arches and the carpet in turn glued to the underfelt. On the 
subject of contact glue, the tins you can get from the DIY stores just don’t seem to work as well 
these days as it did. So, it is important to get a tin of the stuff used by carpet fitters.

I had obtained a NOS driver’s door for a very good price many years ago when a local garage, 
that was once a BMC dealer, had a clear-out. As the original door needed work to the frame, the 
new one was used and everything looked fine until it came fitting the latch. The holes for the rear 
two screws did not line up with the trapped nuts in the door, but not by much. The only solution 
was to use the latch as a jig to re-drill the holes and fit nuts to the set screws.

Pedal box installed

Re-drilling latch holes

Master cylinders

Soundproofing in door

Door card installed
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FBHVC Update on low emissions zones and ethanol in fuel
By Peter Moss
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The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (of which the MCR is a 
member) is active in pursuing the interest of its members on all aspects 

relating to historic cars and their use. One of two issues that the Federation 
is currently making representations on is the proposed introduction of Low 
Emission Zones in city centres, and they have provided the following update:

“We are aware that members are concerned that the roll-out of Low 
Emission Zones, currently being rebranded as Clean Air Zones as they 
affect more than the emissions from vehicles, will cause constraints on 
the use of their historic vehicles. However, there have been two recent 
developments, both of these good.

The first is that in its move to bring forward the implementation of the 
proposed Ultra Low Emissions Zone in London and to extend its boundaries, 
Transport for London (TfL) has nevertheless been clear that vehicles in the 
historic registration class will remain exempt. There was concern that in the 
interim measure, to introduce an ‘Old Vehicle Surcharge’ into the existing 
London Congestion Charge until the ULEZ is in place, historic vehicles were 
not to be excluded. This was not truly illogical as historic vehicles have, of 
course, always been liable to pay the London Congestion Charge itself. 
However, following their initial consultation, TfL recognised the inconsistency 
with ULEZ policy and their current proposals, set out in the implementing 
legislation, do introduce an exclusion from liability for the surcharge.

The Federation, in response to a second consultation from TfL setting 
out these proposals, has asked that a method be found of extending the 
exemption to vehicles from overseas, particularly as we are aware that 
schemes in several neighbouring countries do offer such an exemption to 
visiting historic vehicles. Interestingly, their logic is that these charges are 

an economic encouragement for people to change their non-compliant 
vehicles, and that this does not apply to vehicles deliberately preserved 
for the purposes of historic heritage. That same argument to justify the 
exemption of historic vehicles has been produced in the consultation 
which DEFRA and DfT together issued in October to cover future 
Clean Air Zones, the first of which are proposed to be implemented in 
Birmingham, Leeds, Nottingham, Derby and Southampton. The proposals 
provide a common consistent framework for local authorities to follow 
in setting up these Zones and make clear that departures from the 
framework would need to be approved centrally.

The second topic which has a bearing on those running classic Minis is the 
addition of ethanol to pump petrol which has an adverse effect on fuel tanks, 
pipes and connections. Below is the latest letter from the DfT on the subject:

‘You [FBHVC] ask that all possible steps will be taken to ensure the continued 
widespread availability throughout the United Kingdom of a petrol fuel grade 
with no more than 5% ethanol, and when E10 might be introduced.

We are in regular contact with suppliers on the potential roll out of E10 
and there are no immediate plans to roll out E10 in the UK. We aim to 
consult this year on proposals to amend the Motor Fuel (Composition 
and Content) Regulations to ensure an E5 petrol grade is made available 
in the event that E10 is rolled out in the UK.’

This should serve to allay fears of a rapid introduction in the UK of E10 
fuel and the phase out of E5.

Peter Moss
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A career in rallying
By Don Griffiths

a long and noisy drive across France and into Spain, where the 
competitive sections started. We didn’t have our own organised 
service but were looked after by Dunlop; we were also able to 
use BMC as long as Paddy had been looked after. There was no 
official night stop until the finish, so by the end of our first day 
through France we still had two days and nights in front of us. The 
event timing meant that every minute of lateness lost could not be 
made up, with thirty total minutes lost on each main section meant 
exclusion so, for example, two minutes lost on each of fifteen 
controls and you were out.

RJB was going well but the pace was flat out and opportunities for 
refuelling, food or service had to be gained within the competitive 
timing. We were wearing tyres out and, on occasions, were having 
to replace wheels one at a time whilst getting very tired so, towards 
the end of the last night, we were both fighting to stay awake and 
sometimes only managing twenty or thirty minutes driving before 
swapping over. We were well up in the general classification, I think 
somewhere in the top five, but, as we approached daylight and 
Sintra, our last precious minute went and we were out. Feeling very 
flat, disappointed and tired, we drove to the finish at Estoril, found 
our hotel and no doubt fell into bed. At prize giving, we watched 
Tony Fall (in a Lancia) be acclaimed the winner, with Paddy in second 
place. A very tough event it was with only thirteen finishers and one 
hundred and forty one retirements.

My next outing in RJB was when Phil, bravely, decided to tackle 
the 1969 Rally of Morocco, a 2,500 mile event starting in Rabat 
and finishing in Casablanca. It was decided that I would drive RJB 
to Casablanca and Phil would fly out to meet me there. To make 
my journey a little easier, we fitted Hillman Imp wheels to the 
front to up the gearing and spare both the engine and my ears 
slightly. I left Leeds for Dover and crossed the Channel to start my 
journey through France and Spain to catch the ferry to Tangier. I 
think I remember a brief three or four hour stop in a cheap hotel 
somewhere in Spain but I arrived in Algeciras early in the morning 
after my 1,700 mile journey, crossed the Med and then, with one or 
two navigational errors, I covered the 250 miles to Casablanca. The 
next day, Phil arrived after a somewhat easier journey and we met 
the few other British entries and sorted out RJB before scrutineering 
and other formalities.

The actual start was in Rabat and, as the sun went down, we lined 
up and set off for a busy night in the Atlas Mountains. It soon 
became apparent that Phil had eaten something that he shouldn’t 
have and was feeling quite unwell, so I drove and navigated until 
he started feeling a little better sometime in the early hours. 
Before that, the route took in a timed section of about 200 miles 
between Maazis and Oulmes, on which I think we were the 
fastest. As daylight approached, Phil was fully recovered and we 

My rallying career started in the late fifties when, despite being 
a penniless apprentice at a Rootes dealership in Leeds, I was 

lucky enough to meet a gentleman with a Sunbeam Rapier who was, 
somewhat foolishly, prepared to let me drive whilst he navigated.

Through him I made further contacts and was soon regularly navigating 
in Frogeye Sprites, Ford Poplars, Anglias, Renault Dauphines, etc, etc. 
By the early sixties, I was tackling more prestigious events in Cortinas, 
Volvos and even the occasional Mini.

This progress stepped up a gear when I took part in my first 
international rally, the Welsh Rally in 1965 in a Cortina GT. As 
my experience grew, this was followed by the Circuit of Ireland, 
Scottish and RAC Rallies and, in 1967, I ventured abroad in an 
MG 1300 on the Tulip Rally which took place through Holland, 
Germany, Switzerland and France. In 1968, I participated in 
another Tulip Rally, this time in a Porsche 911, and in the same year 
I drove a Cortina GT on the RAC Rally, sadly retiring in Scotland 
whilst in the top ten.

During all these activities, I had got to know Phil Cooper and 
when, in 1968, he bought an unused Mini from Abingdon I was 
lucky enough to take part in its first event. The Mini was registered 
RJB 326F and with this car, Phil entered the Portuguese TAP Rally. 
I was very impressed with my first sight of RJB, looking very smart 
and obviously beautifully prepared. The TAP was a very tough 
event which that year had a London start and, in the early evening, 
we were flagged off by a young Judi Dench before setting off on 
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Phil Cooper/Ken Deacon Jack Tordoff/Myself  
Mike Bennett/Bill Bowes after the 1968 Tulip Rally

Tap Rally. I drove this test while Phil grabbed some sleep

On the dockside at, I think, Algeciras
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were out of the mountains and on the edge of desert. As the sun 
rose, so did the temperature and it soon became obvious that 
RJB, like us, was feeling very hot. The roads and tracks were very 
dusty and we were presented with two choices: windows open 
and everything including us covered in dust, or windows shut 
meaning less dust but extreme heat – and then things got worse. 
The engine temperature started to rise alarmingly so it had to 
be windows closed and heater full on to have some effect, albeit 
minimal, on RJB’s temperature whilst the crew’s temperature 
rose. We were still, possibly foolishly, driving so as not to lose 
time and, when a long straight appeared and the next control was 
less than twenty miles away, we were soon holding 8,000rpm in 
top. As we pulled into the control, still on time, we realised that 
the game was up as the engine of RJB was distinctly noisy and not 
up to carrying on competitively.

We parked up and joined the excited crowd of locals watching 
the cars arrive and depart; we were pleased to be spared the 
attentions of a large policeman who laid into any locals with 
a large stick if they showed signs of venturing into the path of 
oncoming cars.

Now what to do? I consulted the rudimentary map and we 
decided to make our way carefully across country over the 250 
miles between us and Casablanca, which we made sometime 
before dark. There we found Gerry Philips, who was reporting 
on the event for Motoring News and, sharing a very tatty Fiat 124 
complete with bald tyres that the organisers had hired for him, we 
were able to watch the closing stages of the event as the seven 
surviving cars out of the seventy eight starters made their way to 
the finish. We flew back to the UK leaving RJB to arrive by ship 
some weeks later.

My next and final adventure with RJB was the 1969 RAC Rally and 
I was pleased when Phil asked me to go on this event with him. 
We started from London Airport and made our way up country via 
several stages towards nightfall and the Yorkshire forests. All went 
well at first, but on a long right hander on, I think Wykeham Forest, 
we left the road and hit some small but very solid tree stumps. I 
remember sparks coming up through the floor as the accident was 
happening and then we came to an abrupt halt. I hit the windscreen 
hard with my crash helmet despite the seat belts and I think Phil 
must also have had a knock as I remember him attempting to start 
the car and engage a gear, although it was obvious to me that the 
poor car was going no further. When RJB was dragged out later, I 
was not surprised to see that the NSF wheel was under my seat! 
This brought to an end my adventures with RJB 326F – three events, 
no finishes but lots of memories.
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JBL 172D entered my life briefly when I borrowed the car from 
Chris Knowles-Fitton to show a prospective buyer (I was in the 
motor trade at the time). Mike Wood had bought the car out of 
Abingdon but Chris had other plans and had decided not to keep it.

Don Griffiths

On the way to Casablanca for the Moroccan Rally.  
Notice the Hillman imp wheels on the front to lift the 
gearing for the long trek across Europe

Off at the start of the 
1968 RAC rally

On the road to Morocco

JBL172D - ex Aaltonen and Fall car



24 | www.minicooper.org

Public Relations  - NATIONAL CAR CLUBS AWARDS 2017  
Lorraine Hampson The second National Car Club Awards (NCCA) took place alongside the Practical Classics Classic 

Car & Restoration Show 2017. The awards were announced by TV’s Wheeler dealer Mike Brewer, 
who was assisted by Ant Anstead and Fuzz Townshend was also in attendance.

The awards acknowledge the exceptional work amongst the nation’s classic car clubs; the contributions 
of the enthusiastic people who run the clubs on behalf of their members, as well as celebrating the 
cherished cars themselves that car club members own.

This year the MCR was nominated in six categories: National Car Club of the Year; Outstanding Club 
Magazine of the Year (Printed); Outstanding Use of Social Media; Outstanding Car Club Event, National 
Car Club Unsung Hero; Lifetime Achievement Award.

I’m pleased to say that the Mini Cooper Register was shortlisted for an award for our ‘Outstanding Use 
of Social Media’ which is for our Facebook and Twitter club accounts. Unfortunately, we didn’t win an 
award but the evening was enormous fun and the dedication by members of the various clubs really 
showed through.

Last year CooperWorld was shortlisted for an award and I had hoped for the same or better but that 
wasn’t to be so. There were a total of 209 car clubs that were nominated with some of the categories 
having over 30 entries so the competition was quite fierce.

The award ceremony was held on the evening of 1st April in conjunction with the Practical Classics 
Classic Car & Restoration Show at the NEC, Birmingham and in association with Tourism Ireland. It is 
also supported by Classic Car Weekly and endorsed by the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. 

Lorraine Hampson –Public Relations

Brian Culcheth is patron to the show and is looking for a collection of 
rally cars for this year’s event. Historic rally cars are of interest and, 
of course, Ex-works cars in particular.  

To see a preview of last year’s show go to:  
www.classicsatthecastle.co.uk

If you would like to take part please contact Brian for further details:
Tel: 01643 863275 Mobile: 07837185254 Email: bculcheth@aol.com

The Sherborne Classic Car Show,  
Dorset 15-16th July 2017
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
T: E: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk 

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk 

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 

 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 
 
 

 

01892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 77050301892 770503

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm



In memory of Glyn Swift
21/9/1943 – 2/4/2017

G lyn Swift, who sadly died recently after a short illness, was the father figure of Swiftune. 

Glyn Swift’s first garage just off the A127, at North Benfleet in Essex, is where Swiftune started 
in the early 70s. Nick Swift, on his father’s knee, at the tender age of four was working stripping 
gearboxes off the engine blocks even back then! Well, in fact Glyn would crack the nuts and 
the young Nick, in this white coat trailing on the ground, would then, massive spanner in hand, 
slowly but surely undo each and every nut – little acorns! Early employees at Swiftune’s Benfleet 
premises were Dave Mountain, who went on to be a fine engine tuner and no mean driver 
himself, setting up Mountune and also, dating back to the early days was Colin Pagan, who to this 
very day, is still working three days a week at Swiftune.

Glyn was, to earn extra money whilst still running Swiftune, employed by Ford, at their engine 
branch. However, having the luxury of working the night shift, the eight hour shift was spent 
hurriedly getting through his Ford commitments and spending the rest of the night working on 
Mini engines at the Ford facility - until Ford suggested that perhaps he’d be better employed 
elsewhere! 

Glyn had started playing with Minis almost from the beginning, using a Mini Van in Autocross 
having become disillusioned with scrambling motor bikes, reckoning cars would be a safer 
bet. He soon graduated to a 997 Cooper and saw much success. This was soon to evolve into 
running a Cooper S, first in a 970 then a 1275. This was to run in the first of the TV Rallycross 
programmes in the late 60s. However, the car’s constant thirst for drive shafts led Glyn to head 
to the race track in the early 70s. 

The desire to escape to the country life beckoned which meant Glyn and his family moved to 
Devon to take up farming. The life of a farmer proved neither idyllic nor lucrative, so Glyn took 
on work building Rallycross Fiesta engines for a few very successful drivers and, of course, was 
still building Mini engines and also modifying cylinder heads. At about this time Nick Swift was 
showing potential, charging around the farm in a Mini and so Glyn built an 850 Mini Cross car for 
the young 16 year old. This would be the start of Nick’s success in Minis. He was a formidable 
competitor and notoriously rolled the car into a ball when leading his first race by over half a lap! 
To widen the competition from the local sand-races and autocross, the couple would regularly 
travel to Kent and Essex to compete, always with their own built machines. It was therefore 
logical that Glyn and the family would move to Kent and in 1986 he bought a bungalow, with 
some land, on the A28 near Bethersden, and Swiftune was born again. 

From there, their business flourished and 
Glyn continued to race as did Nick, all from 
a large, comfortable and well equipped 800 
square foot shed at the side of the house. 
With business on the increase, a move to 
their present premises, a few miles away, 
three years later, was a logical move. Glyn 
and Nick continued to build the business, 
based on their racing success and that of the 
growing number of customers and with the 
upsurge of interest in Historic racing doing 
the company no harm at all. 

In 2005, Glyn ‘retired’ from day to day 
working at Bethersden since, in 1998 he 
bought a large old strawberry farm near 
Lydd airport on Romney Marsh, and which 
he turned into a thriving mobile home 
and caravan holiday home business. Glyn 
would now build himself a very impressive 
workshop and garage where he continued to 
build and prepare cars for himself and others 
to the very end.

Glyn was a wonderful man, friendly and 
always happy to chat and a good friend to 
the MCR. His knowledge and opinions were 
never to be ignored. He will be sadly missed 
by all those who knew him and his passing will 
leave a void in Swiftune.

Robert Young

FORUM PHOTO COMPETITION Winner

I am nominating Mike 
Bennett as this month’s 
winner as quite simply his 
picture made me smile.
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.
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The F1 GP season is under way for 
2017, so that also means Australia’s 

premier historic race meeting was run the 
week prior…

Just to set the scene, you might like to 
type the following link into your computer 
or other device, and take an almost 
passenger seat view in Jason Armstrong’s 
Cooper S, as he competed at this year’s 
Phillip Island Classic over the weekend 
of 17th and 19th March... https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=UzPkuYE5E-s – 
this will probably lead you to many more 
Youtube PI Classic footage.

As always, the event attracted a world 
class variety of classic and historic 
competition cars from many parts of 
the globe, to be exercised accordingly 
at the picturesque circuit and this year, 
aided by the picture perfect weather for 
the whole 3 days. A minor miracle when 
one considers previous experiences of 
‘Island’ weather changes. Our UK visitors 
resorting to their trusty brollies, but to 
stave off the blazing sun for a change!

A good variety of Mini Cooper Ss were 
running in their Australian Group N 
Historic Touring Car category (similar to 
Appendix K), with around 10 entered from 
across Australia. There to mix it up where 
Cortinas, Escorts and a whole host of 
Under 3 litre cars. 

A pleasant surprise was the large UK 
contingent, normally found at Historic 
Grand Prix Cars Association events in 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

Adam Berryman in the ex McLaren ‘1964 Tasman-winning’ 
Cooper T70 leads HGPCA Chairman, Barry Cannell’s BRP/
Yeoman Credit Cooper T51

Ted Brewster keeps cool in the pre-race marshalling area

Adrian Read’s Cooper S in the marshalling area with fellow 
Under 3 litre competitors’ Escorts and Mazdas, awaiting their 
track time

Ted Brewster leaves the marshalling area for some track time. 
He raced a similarly painted Cooper S in the 1960s and has been 
racing this one for more than 30 years
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the UK and across Europe. Included in 
the HGPCA ‘down under’ tour were 
several Coopers – both Coventry-
Climax and Bristol powered. Their 
impending arrival had a snowball effect, 
because it also brought out some of the 
Coopers that normally reside on Aussie 
soil. Such as the ex Bruce McLaren 
Cooper Climax T70 and ex Bowmaker 
Credit Cooper Climax T53. The 
Coopers were kept honest with the likes 
of Julian Bronson’s Scarab, Rod Jolley’s 
Lister-Jaguar, Ian Nuthall’s Alta and Marc 
Valvekens Aston Martin DBR4 (over 
from Belgium) also flying the HGPCA 
flag. In fact, on the Friday I scored a 
HGPCA Yearbook from Ian when I 
asked if his Alta was the car formerly 
raced in Australia during the 1950s with 
a 6 cylinder Holden engine. He was 
surprised someone knew and hence the 
Yearbook gift.

On the Friday I also managed to have 
a chat with 1983 24 Hours of Le Mans 
winner, Vern Schuppan. Just after the 
2016 PI Classic he had become the new 
custodian of the second of 3 times, 
Aussie GP winner, Doug Whiteford’s 
Lago Talbot T26C’s (Whiteford’s 1st 
T26C was the 1952 & 53 AGP winners). 
Vern mentioned that he never thought 
he would own such a car, but after a 
tipoff during last year’s meeting, he was 
able to negotiate the purchase and add 
the rare Lago (that has spent more than 
60 years in Australia) to his garage. Vern 
was running the car in the popular Phillip 
Island Classic regularity division, where 
you aren’t racing hard against other 
competitors, just your own nominated 
lap time. It was no doubt somewhat 
different to driving a Porsche 956!

Indeed, it’s a long way to come for 
some motor racing from within 
Australia, let alone overseas, but many 
of the international cars and drivers 
also receive invites to take part in 
Melbourne’s Australian GP weekend, 
as part of the ‘Shannons’ Historic 
Demonstration’ showcasing around 50 
cars, in both on-track, and in their own 
display area. Creating some memorable 
and unique experiences over 2 action 
packed weekends.

Of course, like most big historic race 
meetings, the Phillip Island Classic has 
many facets; there is so much to try 
to take in. Racing of so many Marques, 
across so many formats is the reason 
the whole spectacle takes place, but 
there’s the camaraderie and social 
side of catching up with friends and 
fellow enthusiasts, plus static displays 
and trade stands. There’s also the 
fantastic opportunity to simply view or 
photograph from all parts of the circuit’s 
perimeter (and a lot of the inside too) 

The Will Nuthall-driven Cooper T53 and Julian Bronson Scarab had a weekend long battle 
with each other

Scotty Taylor Cooper T39 leads Guy Plante’s Cooper-Bristol, Max Pegram Gemini FJ and 
Charles McCabe ERA ‘Remus’

L to R; number 24 Hulbert, number 32 Exelby and number 21 Cotton Cooper Ss in their 
‘Island’ Mini compound
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with no bad views or major safety fencing 
to hinder getting a spectacular shot. Also, 
as a spectator you don’t need to pre-book a 
ticket or pay extra to have a gander through 
the often mouth-watering cars in the pit 
garages and paddock. You can if you want, 
dress up – but most of us Aussies are pretty 
casual in that department. Indeed, a slight 
problem of course is that it’s at one of the 
world’s southern most race circuits, and 
not British soil. However, combine it with 
a holiday before Britain has fully come out 
of its cold seasons, and you won’t regret it. 
You might even go home with a suntan!

A growing portfolio of many enthusiasts 2017 
PI Classic photos can be found at… http://
forums.autosport.com/topic/205239-2017-
phillip-island-classic-march-17-19/ 
For next year’s event keep an eye on the 
official website in early 2018… http://vhrr.com/ 

Stephen Dalton

Post script – Unfortunately, in last month’s 
issue the photo of the Cooper T2 at the bottom 
of page 33 had the same caption as for the 
cutaway photo above it. The caption for this 
photo should have read:
Also published in Iota number 1’s JNC feature – 
Cooper 500 (the first car – T2) between runs in 
the Prescott paddock. 

Early Sunday morning as the sun rises for the Shannons’ Parade. Four Australian-built Cooper Ss await their 2 laps 
with a varied range of classics. The BRG/White Cooper S is actually the car used in Shannons’ Insurance high profile 
Australian TV and print media campaign

He’s driven a lot of very fast racing cars, but Vern Schuppan had to manhandle 
the Lago Talbot around the ‘Island’

(English Racing Automobiles) backers helped put England on the map with 
Voiturette racing pre and post-war. Here Charles McCabe in the ex Prince Bira 
‘Remus’ leads Paddins Dowling in the ex Peter Whitehead car. Peter won the 
1938 Australian GP at Bathurst with this ERA
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FOR A FRIENDLY WELCOME AND GREAT ADVICE, WHY NOT VISIT OUR SHOP?
Aston Lane, Birmingham, B20 3BW

DELIVERY: UK wide delivery available: 
For remote areas, offshore islands and 
international destinations please call.

Tel: 0121 356 3003 · E-mail: info@min-its.com · www.leacyclassics.com

Thousands of parts for YOUR car
FUEL + CARBS

Part Description  Price 

AUF214Z S&M FUEL PUMP 63-74  £51.30 

AZX1818 MINI FUEL PUMP 69-91  £35.82 

XNB10007 MINI DUEL SENDER 58-96 CARB MODEL  £15.60 

XNB100380 MINI INJ FUEL SENDER 96>  £27.30 

AAU8340 MINI FUEL SENDER TANK MINI VAN/ESTATE/PICKUP  £24.30 

14A7057 MINI FUEL NECK GROMMET 58-97  £3.90 

GGT101 2-1/2INCH HUEL HOSE  £1.92 

PANELS

ALA5660 MINI A POST 69> GENUINE  £21.60 

BMP454 MINI RH FRONT WING  £99.00 

ABD36004 MINI RH FRONT FLITCH INN 76-89  £199.80 

CZH455 MINI MKII BONNET 70-96  £174.00 

BMD36001 MINI BOOT LID 90>  £198.00 

BMP343 MINI MKIV COMPLETE BODYSHELL 76-89 (TO ORDER ONLY)  £6,858.00 

HMP441016 MINI BOOT FLOOR & BATTERY BOX 59> ALL MODELS  £225.60 

BRAKES

13H5541 MINI HANDBRAKE GRIP  £1.74 

1G5999 RETURN SPRING PEDAL  £2.34 

FAM8356 HANDBRAKE LEVER GRIP LATE MINI  £5.10 

GDB105 BRAKE DRUM MINI 850-1000  £14.10 

GDB106 BRAKE DRUM MINI COOPER MK1/2 COOPER S  £14.70 

GBS733 MINIFRONT BRAKE SHOES  £12.30 

GBH170 MINI FRONT BRAKE HOSE MINI 67-84 DRUM(  £5.10 

GPR104A MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) >76(2REQ)MINI 76>  £1.17 

GPR107A MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) MINI 76-90  £1.02 

SZU10001 MINI PEDAL PAD (RUBBER) 90>  £2.34 

CLUTCH

13H2934 MINI FLYWHEEL OIL SEAL  £2.34 

GMC1008 MINI MASTER CYLINDER CLUTCH 59-89  £47.10 

1G5999 RETURN SPRING PEDAL 53-58/MOGGI/MINI  £2.34 

GSY118 MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER 83.94  £39.30 

GSY118Z MINI CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER REPRO  £24.00 

GSY110 CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER S&M 58-66/MINI 59-83/A11/1300  £28.20 

88G508 MINI FLYWHEEL LOCKING KEY 64-85 (DIAPHRAGM)  £9.04 

COOLING

GWP132 WATER PUMP S&M 58-67/MINI SMALL IMPELLOR  £15.90 

GTS104 THERMOSTAT DEG C MGB 62-80/S&M 58-79/TR6/TR8  £4.86 

GRC110 15PSI RADIATOR CAP BV8 73-76/MID 74-79/TR7/MINI  £3.90 

12G2129 THICK FAN BLADE  £11.70 

CHS2515 THERMO STUD COVER MGA/B 55>/S&M 63-72/MINI  £1.44 

53K402 HEATER STUD TAP S&M 64-74/MOGGI 61-71/MINI  £0.72 

14A9988 MINI CABLE HEATER MINI MK1/2  £16.50 

CABLES

Part Description  Price 

14A6740 MINI BOOTLID CABLE  £2.80 

21A1202 MINI SINGLE CARB CHOKE CABLE  £16.50 

21A2329 MINI CHOKE CABLE 68-87  £8.70 

24A2738 MINI HEATER CABLE 58-89  £8.70 

NAM7914 MINI CABLE THROTTLE 65  £5.10 

21A1204 MINI CABLE CHOKE TWIN CARB - COOPER/S MK1/2  £16.50 

SBF10027 MINI CABLE CHOKE 27 - MINI 87  £10.10 

ENGINE & MOUNTS

MRC1275 ROCKER VALVE COVER S&M 58-74/MINI 58>  £22.62 

12A1175 TAPPET GASKET COVER (RUBBER) MGA/B 55-80/S&M 58-74/MINI 66> MGC  £0.97 

GLP138 OIL PUMP SLOT TYPE MINI A+1300  £18.36 

12G2134 Y PIECE CONNECTION MINI 74-91/MGB 70-80/S&M 68-74  £2.70 

12G1053 ALTERNATOR BRACKET USED TO CONVERT DYNAMO/ALT FIX  £6.90 

ARA221 OIL COOLER MGB 62-75  £40.50 

22A1018 MINI ENGINE MOUNT LH (AUTOMATIC ONLY)  £10.98 

SWITCHES

21A2658 MINI RH INDICATOR SWITCH 76-84  £35.94 

13H337 SWITCH-IGNITION MINI MKII  £9.96 

13H7778 INDICATOR SWITCH AUS 11/1300 67-71/MINI MK2  £42.90 

24G1345 BARREL & KEY SWITCH  £8.10 

BAU5345 SWITCH-INDICATOR MINI  £35.40 

YUF101010 SWITCH-BRAKE CHECK MINI  £23.46 

13H6343 WIPER SWITCH MKII MINI 74-76 1SPEED  £10.02 

YUF101000 HAZARD SWITCH  76>  £12.00 

2A9129 WIPER SWITCH 57SA MINI MKI/II/MOGGI  £10.14 

YUF101030 LIGHT SWITCH MINI 76-91  £12.00 

BADGES

DAH100950MMM MINI COOPER BOOTLID BADGE MINI 2000>  £14.10 

DAH100920MMM MINI COOPER SPORT BADGE  £12.30 

24A23 BADGE -MINI COOPER MKI AUSTIN  £7.56 

14A6802 BADGE-AUSTIN MINI MKI  £7.92 

CZH2717 BADGE - LEYLAND HOUSE S&M 70-74/MGB/MINI A PANEL  £6.24 

DAB101130 BADGE-ITALIAN JOB-BONNET MINI  £28.50 

CZH1305 BADGE-FRONT MINI MK3 MINI/COOPER S  £18.90 

MANIFOLD + EXHAUSTS

GEX7046 MANIFOLD CLAMP S&M>64/MINI 63-85/MOGGI  £2.24 

GEX7081 MINI CENTRE EXHAUST MOUNT 58-96  £1.80 

GEX7661 MINI EXHAUST MOUNT MINI 5/92>/METRO MG TURBO  £3.78 

GEX7761 MINI CATALYST GASKET  £2.10 

L61 MANIFLOW LCB Y PIECE  £34.80 

LST001A MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX SIDE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.40 

LST001B MANIFLOW 1 3/4" TWIN BOX CENTRE EXIT SYSTEM  £107.94 
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HRCR Old Stager Rally Championship and Mini Sport Cup  
- 1st round Weston Park By Peter Ellerby

The first round of the HRCR Old Stager 
Rally Championship took place on 

Sunday March 19th in the beautiful grounds 
of Weston Park Shropshire. This year’s 
championship is sponsored by Mintex, 
Millers Oils and Mini Sport and includes the 
Mini Sport Cup for category one category 
two and open class Minis. This year a total 
of 27 Minis of various ages have been 
entered in the Mini Sport Cup with 15 
having gained an entry in the first round. 
The points scoring system for this year 
includes a joker card which you can only 
play once and it doubles your score, which 
later on, will mean keeping up to date with 
who has, or has not, played their card. 

The rally started at 8:15am with 10 stages 
planned and the first Mini off was last year’s 
champions, Clive King Anton Bird and with 
it being their local round, they played their 
joker at the start as per the rules. On the 
first stage Clive set a time 11 seconds faster 
than Peter Ellerby and Ben Anderson in 
the Regent Roofing category one Mini. This 
being the first time together in the car last 
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Trevor Hancock

Clive King
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year’s category one winner was hopeful 
of a good result. On the next stages, Jim 
Brindle and Sam Bould along with Andrew 
O’Hanlon and Rayon Taylor were putting 
in some top times. Andrew had a newly 
built engine in his car whilst Jim was getting 
used to a new type of limited slip diff he had 
fitted to his car. Also going well were the 
new to the championship crew of Trevor 
Hancock and Andy Hall who were moving 
up the leader board and starting to set times 
close to leader, Clive King, who after 6 
stages was still in the lead. 

The times set after stage 6 were: Clive on 
21.51 Andrew 22.21 Trevor 22.21 Jim 22.34 
and Peter 22.36. These times showed just 
how close it was between the top 5 and with 
the added feature of the famous water splash 
the next 4 stages would decide this battle. The 
times on this batch of stages were that close 
that the top crews were only two to four 
seconds apart. Shane Gamble and Bob Ward 
in their newly build Cooper S moved up the 
leader board too as well as Rhodri Roberts 
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Peter Ellerby

Andrew O-Hanlon
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and Alun Hayward, putting in top 5 times 
after a steady start and also in spite of Rhodri 
turning right instead of left at a chicane.

The final order being:  Clive King 1st on 34.35; 
2nd Trevor Hancock 35.08; 3rd Jim Brindle 
35.18; 4th Andrew 35.24; 5th Peter and 1st 
category one 35.28; 6th Shane 36.03; 7th 
Rhodri 36.10; Nigel Hart and Lyndon Moulton 
were 1st in the open class after leading all 
day. A few of the Minis retired during the 
day including Barry Stonehouse with engine 
problems and Ian Clare with gearbox failure. 

The next round is the B G Land Drover 
Challenge Rally on the 30th April with at 
least 26 yes 26 Minis doing battle on the 
demanding military ranges of Epynt. 

Peter Ellerby

Photos by IF Images
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Shane Gamble

Jeff Brindle

Rhodri Roberts
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75th Goodwood Members’ Meeting
By Robert Clayson

Time rushes past and it’s another weekend 
at Goodwood.The 18th and 19th of March 

saw the fifth running of the revived Members’ 
Meeting. Since the event was re-launched we 
have been fortunate not to have a rainy event 
and, particularly so, given the time of year 
this comes a quite a surprise. Although having 
said that, practice on Saturday morning was in 
rather damp conditions.

The Members’ Meeting is a much quieter 
event than the Revival, with the attendance 
capped, I believe, at round 20,000. 
However, it felt like most of those attending 
seemed to congregate around the chicane 
and start line area! The highly noticeable 
thing is the lack of corporate sponsorship 
at this meeting, and that extends to the 
program for the event which contains no 
advertising. Additionally, the paddock and 
pits balcony is open to everyone.  

The races and demonstrations each year do 
have a degree of variation, whilst crowd-
pleasing favorites remain, often tweaked to 
provide more entertainment. Over the last 
couple of years the demonstrations have 
been improved, so as not to run behind a 
pace or safety car. It does allow cars to run 
at a higher speed and naturally makes things 
more spectacular.

Saturday is mainly about practice followed 
by a couple of races, with one of the races 
running into the dusk with the high-speed 
demonstrations. Sunday is all about racing 
again interspersed with more demonstrations.

So, on the fare this year were 
demonstrations for 3-litre Sports 
Prototypes from the late 60s and early 
70s, highlight of which was the wailing 
V12 of the Matra. Also on the bill were 
GT1 cars from the 1990s that formed the 
first FIA GT Championship. Finally, there 
was the sensational Group A Touring Cars 
from the 1980s which saw a number of 
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William Medcalf pushes his car along the pit lane

Nick Swift chasing the RS2000 and Camaro

Reflections of Nick Swift during early morning 
practice on a damp circuit
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drivers reunited with the cars they raced 
in that era. Gerhard Berger, Steve Soper, 
Emanuele Pirro, Roberto Ravaglia and 
Robb Gravett were some of those drivers 
to name a few. Included in this run were 
two MG Metro Turbos of Patrick Watts and 
Malcolm Harrison.

The races featured F3 cars from 1964 -1970, 
A series engine sports and GT’s from 1958 – 
1966, Grand Prix cars from 1956 – 1960, 250 
and 350 motorbikes, Lister Sports Cars, GT 
cars from 1960 – 1966, French and Italian GP 
cars up to 1939, V8 Saloon Cars up to 1966 
and Sports Prototypes from 1962 to 1966. 
Making a return after last years acclaimed 
debut were the Edwardian cars in the S F 
Edge trophy. These cars mainly had huge 
power and dubious handling! Amongst these 
was the Land Speed Record Fiat S76, which 
spat out flames, and so was aptly named the 
Beast of Turin having a 28 litre four cylinder 
engine under its bonnet.

Then we had the Gerry Marshall Trophy Race 
for Group 1 Touring cars that raced between 
1970 and 1982, and naturally that race 
featured two 1275GTs. The Gerry Marshall 
race has featured at all the recent Members’ 
Meetings.  This year the format was slightly 
revised, with practice early on Saturday 
morning and an hour-long two driver race 
into the dusk on Saturday evening, with 
a sprint race on Sunday afternoon for the 
owners. The entry list of drivers read like a 
Who’s Who of British racing.

So, the two 1275GTs entered were the Patrick 
Motorsport Group car and the Jon Mowatt 
car. Driving the PMG car was Nick Swift 
sharing it with Andrew Jordan, BTCC driver 
and former champion. In the Mowatt car was 
Bentley specialist William Medcalf with former 
BTCC Champion Robb Gravett.
Both the cars appeared at a damp day for 
some pre event testing at Goodwood, putting 
in a number of useful laps.

Practice started on a damp track at just 
before 9:30am, it was going to be a hectic 
affair with 30 cars participating and with 
Saturday’s one hour a two-driver race 
meant that both drivers needed to qualify 
during the 30-minute session. It didn’t take 
long for the Swift car to appear at the top of 

Bonnets Up!

Around Madgwick for the first time

Nick Swift in his Patrick Motorsport Group 1275GT
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the timing sheets. However, as the session 
progressed the track got slightly drier and 
other cars moved above them. So, Nick and 
Andy ended up in fourth place on the grid 
behind the Capri of Mike Jordan and Mike 
Whitaker, and the Camaro of Graeme and 
Oliver Bryant. On pole much to everyone’s 
surprise was the RS 2000 of Kerry Michael 
and former Grand Prix driver Mark Blundell. 
Certainly Mark was on a mission in drifting it 
around Lavant where I was watching.

The clock had made its way round to five 
thirty and the start of the race. Both Blundell 
from pole and Swift from fourth place on 
the grid made lightening starts and were 
soon one and two into the first corner. With 
the Bryant Camaro making a terrible start 
meant they were passed by at least half the 
gird.  However, the quick start of Blundell 
and Swift took the eye of the Stewards and 
they both were handed a 10 second penalty. 
With a dry track the power of the bigger 
engined cars took hold, notably the Rover 
SD1 of Chris Ward and Gordon Shedden.  
With the driver changes out of the way the 
Ward/Shedden combination had gained a 12 
second lead. The chequered flag came out 
a little early, as it was getting quite dark. So, 
the results were the Ward/Shedden Rover in 
first, followed by the Bryant Camaro and the 
similar example of Graham/Garrett, with the 
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William Medcalf driving in the Jon Mowatt 1275GT

One wheel waving Nick Swift
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Blundell/Michael in fourth and Swift/Jordan in fifth. The Medcalf/
Gravett 1275 retired after 27 laps.

Sunday afternoon saw the 15-minute sprint race for owners. A 
reverse grid was in order; however, I am not quite sure how it 
worked out as the Capri of Ratcliff, which finished in 19th position, 
ended up on pole followed by the Whitaker Capri and the Golf of 
Morris alongside on the front row. This reverse grid put Swift 15th 
position and Medcalf 24th.  The race was swift and entertaining 
with quite a bit of overtaking. It was surprising given the pace of 
the quicker cars that two of the front row cars remained in the 
top four. So, the final results were Ward in the Rover up from 19th 
on the grid followed by Whitaker keeping his second place, then 
Watts in another Capri up from 11th. The Swift 1275 climbed to 
6th from 15th on the grid whilst the Medcalf car finished 18th 
having started 24th.

Another cracking Goodwood event!

Robert Clayson

A nice if not slightly out of place in 
the paddock Mini Clubman Estate

MG Metro Turbo of Malcolm Harrison

A very pretty Ogle
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Mike Hyrons honoured

Mike Hyrons, who entered his Ex-
Works Mini on this year's Monte 
Historique was given an award on the 
25 March in Glasgow paying tribute to 
the historical significance of his entry 
in the 2017 Monte Carlo Historique. 
The award, depicting the art work 
of the car from the original 1967 
advert for the Monte Carlo Rally, was 
presented by Douglas Anderson and 
Brian Telfer on behalf of the ACM at 
the specially convened dinner at the 
Glasgow Art Club. The Monte Carlo 
Committee Scotland entertained all 

of the starters and crews of 2017 Historic Monte who started from 
Scotland. The award was presented to Pat Haley, who drove the car 
and Mike Hyrons, who bravely navigated his car whilst Pat did all 
of the driving.Their support crew and partners were also there to 
celebrate their award.

This was a fitting award for Mike and Pat. Mike had worked tirelessly 
to get his car, LBL 666D ready for this challenging event. With Mike 
being so fastidious with his preparation, it was brave to use the 
virtually untried car on such a formidable rally. The car, as reported 
a few months back, survived unscathed and is testimony to Mike’s 
preparation and experience in screwing together rally cars. Well done 
Mike – it was just a shame that the ACM couldn’t get their act together 
to allocate you the car's original 1967 start number of 205, when 
Paddy Hopkirk drove the car into 6th place,  rather than 224. You 
obviously didn’t have the sway that Rauno Aaltonen had where he was 
reallocated 177.  For those contemplating entering the 2018 Monte 
Historique, the dates are 31 January to 7 February and there will again 
be a Glasgow start where a warm Scottish welcome is guaranteed.

Beaulieu display

This year, as always, we hope to put on a large first class display of 
Ex-Works and Competition Cars at our National Day at Beaulieu. The 
date is Sunday 11th June. I hope that we will have a good crop of Ex-
Works cars together with a selection of the very best Works replicas 
that we have in this register and, of course, we always welcome 
competition cars, be they historic rally cars or historic racers. 

If you would like to display your car, please get in touch as soon as 
possible and I will allocate you a place and send you a free ticket for the 
day. Our display is, for many, the high spot of the day and along with 
the numerous honorary members and mechanics from Abingdon who 
always attend; it is the place to be. Remember Beaulieu is but six weeks 
away now, so do get in touch straight away and book your place. 

Glyn Swift

Sadly this month, we lost the father of Swiftune, Glyn Swift. A full 
obituary of this wonderful, warm and friendly man appears elsewhere 
in the magazine. Race in Peace Glyn.

Robert Young

Robert Young

REGISTERS

40 | www.minicooper.org

Pat Haley and Mike Hyrons receiving their award

Pat and Mike pressing on hard in LBL 666D

Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

Following on from last month’s 
mention of dated items, I had forgotten 
to mention that the original Covrad 
manufactured radiators were also 
dated. The photo shown here is of 
an ARA 2064 radiator which was 
introduced in June 1965 and is dated 
3066. It came from a car built in 
November of the same year. Whilst 
the stamping is outside of the radiator 
cowling, it is on the back vertical face of 
the radiator and therefore, it is not so 
easy to see when it is installed in a car.

It is not often that a virtually one family 
owned from new Mk 1 S is offered 

for sale these days, but just such a car turned up for sale recently. 
Owned from new until the death of the owner in 2009, this was an 

Simon Wheatcroft
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early Morris 1275 S originally finished in Fiesta yellow/OEW with 
factory fitted 4½” rims. Some years ago a Fiesta yellow car was 
pretty much the holy grail of Coopers and Ss as they were so few 
and far between. This car came with its original engine and a lot of 
the historical documentation so often missing from second hand 
cars and changed hands for £20,133 if ebay is to be believed. This 
seems rather a bargain but, of course, every silver lining has a cloud 
and the particular cloud in this case was an off white cloud in the 
shape of a Mini Minus fibreglass bodyshell. Whilst the Minus shell at 
best divides opinion about its looks, it would be nice to think that it 
won’t simply be re-shelled back into a conventional Mini shell. But 

Part number and date stamp clearly visible when the radiator is out 
of the car

It’s a Mk 1 S but not as we know it. Looks that only a mother 
could love?

This Minus has the quite neat hatchback option

that is what I suspect will happen as one was offered as part of the 
auction – DPJ will no doubt then be trumpeted as virtually a one 
owner and matching numbers car when it re-appears at an auction 
house in the future.

That’s all this month.
 
Simon Wheatcroft

Whilst you could say it doesn’t add anything to the value; it is always 
nice to get a comprehensive file of history such as this with a car

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

All of a sudden it would seem that the 
weather has gone from freezing cold 
temperatures, to quite warm days 
prompting many in the Hampshire 
region to ‘spirit’ their cars back 
into action. Talk at our last regional 
meeting was about ignition coils and 
the fact that one member admitted 
to having a Lucas LA12 type coil 
fitted to their Mini Cooper which is 
not to the car’s original specification. 
The Lucas LA12 ignition coil is the 
type fitted to all the standard BMC 
Mini range whereas; all Coopers and 
Cooper Ss were fitted with the higher 
output Lucas HA12 ignition coil. These 

are identified by HA12 stamped on the base and often with 12V 
together with a date stamp. Thus, the coil in the attached photos is 

Correct HA12 high output ignition coil for a 1964 Mini Cooper 
or Cooper S
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clearly dated May 1964. These coils are slightly wider in diameter 
to those of the LA12 type and are significantly larger than today’s 
modern replacements (see photo). All the Mk1 dated coils use a 
screw in type connection for the HT lead from the distributer, and 
this item seems to have adopted the name of ‘acorn’ and is still 
available today. The terminal fittings do differ and this is dependent 
on how old the coil is. In respect of the example coil, it has spade 
connectors whereas earlier made coils utilise ring terminals. The 
finish to the bodies of the coils would originally have been of a dull 
plain un-painted finish complete with a Lucas HA12 sticker. These 
coils are no longer available, but if you are prepared to get your 
hands dirty, they can be found at autojumbles and all of the ones I 
have found in the past have worked quite well!

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Spring has finally sprung so I hope you've 
been able to get out and about in your 
Mk11S. It's my favourite time of year, 
with the anticipation of the year’s events 
ahead and the first chance to stretch 
your cars legs on a good long run. For 
those who have been busy tinkering 
over the winter, it's time to see if all 
that work has paid off in a transformed 
car or, alternatively, if you've not seen 
your car since you locked it away last 
November, time to unlock the garage 
door and see if it's still there! Whichever 
camp you fall into, I hope you enjoy 
the process of getting your car out of 
hibernation and back on the road.

It’s a bit of a quiet spell on the Register at the moment with nothing 
new coming through, but I can report on a couple of cars, one 
having just changed hands at the Bonham's auction at the Goodwood 
Members’ Meeting. It was RTR 57G, a Sandy beige and Snowberry 
white Austin which is car known to the Register and was featured 
back in 2012, and it used to have the private plate HOW 1E. In 
between watching the on track exploits, I had a quick look around the 

Nick Hunter

An original Lucas1960s coil next to the smaller bodied and newer 
Intermotor coil

The Lucas SA12 ‘Sports’coil

This SA12 coil dates from1974 RTR 57G on sale at Bonham's auction at Goodwood Members’ Meeting

The ‘sports’ coil accessory of the day was another type of Lucas 
coil known as the SA12, and which is easily identified by its 
rusty red coloured nose and acorn. It also had an impressed ring 
towards the end of the body and is the same size as the HA12 
coil. These coils are a popular fitment today and so many owners 
are on the lookout for one to fit to their car. Ebay has been 
responsible for some rather high prices for such coils indicating 
that these coils can be quite difficult to source. A used one 
recently sold for £143 which prompted another seller to advertise 
a new old stock one for £400! These do turn up at autojumbles 
occasionally, but be aware as they were also made for MG cars 
and although they may look identical to the SA12 coil, they are 
stamped SA6 indicating that they are for 6 volt systems.

Hope this was of some help, until next time,  

Barbara Alexander
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car, which still looked very tidy. It was in pretty much standard spec 
but with desirable factory recliner seats and a non standard dash and 
steering wheel. The only thing which niggled was the reproduction 
speedo that had been fitted. The car sold for around £19k plus 
buyer’s premium and VAT which sounds to me like a reasonable 
priced car in the current climate.

Another car will be going to auction at the beginning of April, so it will 
most likely be sold by the time you read this. It is a Snowberry white 
and black 1969 Austin registered YJW 549H. The listing includes 
photographs of a comprehensive restoration in the past, but it looks 
as if the car has been poorly stored since, as there is clear evidence of 
rust on the chrome and body seams which is a shame. Guide price is 
£25,000-£28,000 which appears a little optimistic given its condition 
and the price fetched by the Bonham's car. Again, this car is already 
on the Register but many years before my time and is listed as being 

Non standard dash with reproduction speedo in RTR 57G

Bronze and gold with a roll cage and a 1380cc engine. This made it 
feel even more familiar to me and after a bit of ferreting through my 
mini books, I came across a picture of it in Jeremy Walton's excellent 
book Mini Cooper and S. As you can see, a nicely modified car and 
very much of its time; the caption reads 'Extensively modified 1969 
Mk11 Mini Cooper S with interior rollover bar, full safety harness for 
driver, electric window operation and the more usual Minilite/wheel 
arch extension conversion' . I can't help thinking I prefer the look of it 
then to its standard factory look now.

Finally, Beaulieu is just over a month away now on Sunday June 
11th. The Mk11 50th anniversary display is coming together well, 
but there are, as I write this, still places available if you would like 
your car to be part of this important event. As mentioned last 
month, Mike Cooper will be bringing along his Mk11S and will 
judge his favourite Mk11 of the day and there is a free entry pass 
for the driver of each display car. If you'd like to take part please 
contact me if you have an Mk11 Cooper S and Graham Robinson 
if you have a Mk11 Cooper. For those who have already offered 
their cars, thank you very much for supporting the Register, I will 
be in touch with details shortly. 
 
That's all for now

Cheers

Nick Hunter 

YJW 549H as pictured for Anglia Auctions upcoming sale 

YJW 549H photographed in the early 1980s

Cooper Mk 2 Register

I start this month with something that might be of interest to 
all you restoring your cars currently. I’m very grateful to Dave 
Boswell for contacting me about an alternative source of carpet 
for your restoration projects be they part way through or finished. 
Dave has sent me samples of the Veltone type carpet he has for 
Mk1s in red and Mk11s in black. The backing for the black Mk11 
carpet is not as I remember the carpet beingin my Mk11.  Mine 
was very thin rubber whereas Dave’s offering has a thin felt 
approximately 4mm thick.  Better for sound deadening I would 
think and may give a bit more cushioning too. Dave is able to offer 
full carpet sets with the heel mat on the driver’s side only as per 
original spec. He is also able to offer a rubber toe matt, which 
goes on the driver’s side wheel arch to stop your foot wearing 

Graham Robinson
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the carpet when on the accelerator pedal.  If you would like more 
information on these carpets please contact me and I will forward 
your enquiry to Dave.  

David Griffiths is well into the restoration of PEG 126G and 
has sent me a CD containing many photos showing the extent 
of the work carried out on the shell. I can’t show them all but I 
have included a few to give you an idea of the work carried out 

Dave Boswell’s Mk11 black carpet set

Dave Boswell’s Mk11 red carpet set

to date. At the start of the project David did a bit of probing to 
try and ascertain the extent of the work required but it was not 
representative of what was to come.  As with every restoration, 
once you start cutting into the rot it goes on and on until you 
can find solid metal.  Looking at the photos, every attempt was 
made to keep as much of the original metal as possible, but in 

David Griffith’s Boot floor out

David Griffith’s Boot floor in

David Griffith’s o/s floor & heel panel

David Griffith’s n/s inner wing before
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the end whole panels had to go. As you can see from the photos, 
the boot floor/seat panel, rear wheel arches and heel panel had 
to go, and replaced by all new panels. At one time the shell 
was only the sides, roof and bulkhead, frightening. Now that 
the work is finished, David thinks the shell is better than new. 
Having seen the Mini production line at Longbridge, I think he 
is probably right. I have to say full credit to the bodyshop that 
carried out the work. They have even documented all the work 
carried out and it goes to 11 pages of double sided A4. Now that 
the underside has been stone chipped and painted, the shell is off 
to the paint shop. I hope David will send me some photos of it 
when it returns.

Don’t forget, this is probably your last chance to join us at 
Beaulieu.  Many thanks again to those who have already 
volunteered to display their cars. But I need more so if you are 
thinking of going to the show anyway, why not take advantage of 
free entry for car and drive and a prime parking spot. It’s only an 
email away but do contact me ASAP.  Please check out Nick’s Mk 
11 S report for more information on the event.

Well that’s about it for now. Looking forward to hearing from you 
about Beaulieu and your MK11 experiences.  

Happy Coopering!

Graham Robinson 

David Griffith’s n/s inner wing after

David Griffith’s shell ready for the paint shop

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

A new car to the Register, with a 
possibly interesting history will have 
been auctioned off by the time you read 
this. Finished in Flame red, EVG 115H 
is on offer at a Charterhouse auction; 
according to the production record 
this Mk 3 S was built in June 1970 and 
originally despatched to Austin/Morris 
Cowley Division the following month. 
The current EVG plate is an age related 
registration from Norwich as it was 
previously registered 30 RHW.

According to the auction blurb, the 
first owner kept the car until 1978. The 
current date of registration is showing 

as May 1978 – this is nothing to worry about, it was a result of the 
computerisation of the vehicle registration records that was going on 
at that time. The second owner had the car from 1978 until 2015, 
although it had been stored off road since 1990. Following the change 
of hands in 2015, a full restoration was carried out by Coopers Garage 
of Mildenhall. Although described as a full restoration, it seems to have 
been sympathetically carried out if the photographs are anything to 
go by. It still appears fairly standard apart from a period Oselli head, 
Dunlop alloys, Mk 2 Cooper grille and a smaller steering wheel. As with 
any factory delivered car, one wonders what it might have been used 
for although it could have ‘just’ been a staff purchase.

Simon Wheatcroft

Another Mk 3 S on Dunlop alloys

Nice tidy engine bay without being over the top. Nice to see the 
original tags all in place too
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Rover Cooper Register

The section in last Month’s report 
about the transmission used in 
the Mpi Rover Minis, including the 
Coopers, brought forth another 
related topic namely, the common 
complaint of failing baulk ring 
synchromesh on 2nd gear. This 
is characterised by an unpleasant 
‘crunch’ when changing up from 2nd 
to 3rd and vice versa, especially at 
higher revs.

To a degree, the problem can be down 
to the owner’s driving style. Racing 
changes - taking the car to the limit in 
1st and 2nd gear, holding the gear lever 

firmly throughout – and the use of the gearbox as part of the braking 
mechanism when changing down from 3rd to 2nd, is guaranteed 
to shorten the life of even the most robust transmissions. Another 
factor is that because the Mpi Minis have such a high final drive ratio 
(2.76:1), 2nd gear is where the zenith of the power band lies. No 
surprise then, that this is the cogwheel that takes the hammering.

But it is not all down to driving style. A number of shortcuts at 
the factory also conspired towards a quality control problem 

John Parnell

As I write this, the spring weather has arrived and numerous Mk 3 S 
owners are dusting their cars off and preparing them for some sunny 
summer motoring. I had an enquiry as to what tyres people are using 
on cars equipped with 3½” rims which were still the standard fitment 
on a new UK spec Mk 3 S, although they seem to be rarer than the 
4½” rims on the cars today. Those with 4½” rims have a reasonable 
selection of 165 width modern rubber to choose from whereas; the 
current 145 options for the 3½” wheeled don’t really seem to favour 
the sporting motorist. Some might say that “if you run 3½” rims you 
are only going to drive it like a pensioner so what does it matter what 
tyres you have?” But that is rather missing the point in my opinion.

I’ve not run a Mini on 3½” rims myself for many years so am not really 
up to date on the current offerings and their performance or lack of it.

Fairly standard interior. It is hard to tell from this picture but the 
carpets look pretty original too

An original Dunlop SP68 still fitted to a Mk 3 S. I’m not sure I would 
trust this tyre on the road today

A quick on-line search revealed limited options: Dunlop SP Sport 
Aquajets are available, but very pricey at over £100 each and I don’t 
recall being very impressed with them back in the day although they 
do look nice and period, not dis-similar to the original Dunlop SP68. 
The Dunlop Weathermaster is also available but are even more 
expensive and not really an everyday road tyre, although some Mokes 
were equipped with them as standard from new. 

I do remember the Camac and the BN313 is still available but if it 
performs like a Camac of old, they seemed so hard and offered so 
little grip that they will probably outlast the car. The Falken SN-807, 
Marshall KR11 and Zetum 758 Powerstar (made by Falken?) seem to 
be the only other readily available choices at the moment and none 
look very inspiring. Does anyone have any experience of these?

Incidentally, for the 1969 Tour de France the BL Competitions 
Department did run a car on 3½” rims using Dunlop CR65 tyres, 
having tested them beforehand to make sure they wouldn’t roll 
off the rim under hard cornering, and were rather surprised and 
impressed at the results.

Simon Wheatcroft

Some Mpi 2nd gear problems stem from indifferent purchasing and 
deviations from drawings in the factory
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where none should have existed. Charles Bernstein was a senior 
Powertrain manager at Longbridge, having started with BMC as an 
apprentice in the early 1960s. Below I have paraphrased what he 
had to say:

“2nd gear gets the biggest loading and as long as the box was made 
to drawing they worked perfectly. However, in their pursuit of 
targets, production frequently made baulk rings that were outside the 
drawing specification.

Baulk ring synchromesh were supposed to be manufactured to a 30μ 
inch ground finish and coated with 99.9% pure Molyslip (molybdenum 
disulphide). In an effort to trim costs, the buying department at 
one time purchased a cheaper version of Molyslip which resulted in 
warranty claims out of all proportion to the savings achieved.

The gear surface finish was similarly a critical issue and if this was not 
maintained to drawing standard, it too would eventually fail.

Finally, the clutch release plunger also needed to be set up as per 
drawing otherwise it would not actuate properly. This, and the 
other shortcomings mentioned above, all contributed to the 2nd 
gear problems.”

If your gearbox is the factory original and giving you grief, you now 
know why that might be. The only solution is to get it carefully rebuilt 
and then treat it with reverence. It should then last for decades. New 
gear sets are expensive. Cutting corners to keep costs down is a false 
economy. No one likes having to remove a gearbox for a second or 
third time because of a half-hearted rebuild.

Just for the record, all of the Rover Minis and Coopers 
throughout the 1990s to the end of production, used the same 
manual transmission casing identified by the raised casting number 
DAM 5626 on the front. This casing has the more robust 3 bolt 
bearing retainer. The part number (BHM 5093) was first listed in 
May 1989.

Should you need to, the simplest way to confirm the diff ratio is to 
count the number of teeth on the crown wheel pinion gear as follows:

18 teeth = 3.44:1

19 teeth with 59 on crown wheel = 3.1:1 = 998cc Mini and  
1275cc carb

19 teeth with 61 on crown wheel = 3.2:1 = Spi 1275cc injection  
(not Mpi)

20 teeth = 2.9:1 = economy edition 998cc and late cars

21 teeth = 2.76:1 = Mpi plus French spec cars 12A: / G04 / J05 / J92  

(Above table courtesy of Mini Spares Ltd, Potters Bar)

Lubrication

Given their age and associated mileage, a growing number of Rover 
Coopers will eventually be undergoing an engine rebuild. Anyone 
who has ever had this done will be familiar with the high cost of 
quality workmanship. And having installed their shiny rebuilt power 
unit back under the bonnet, no one in their right mind wants to take 
any chances when it comes to the running-in process.

The very concept of running-in is hardly mentioned in the context 
of today’s modern motor vehicles, which will happily run at 
motorway speeds from the day of delivery and generally still be 
going strong without a major overhaul 100,000 to 150,000 miles 
later. Thanks to precision engineering, clean-burn fuels and high 
tech lubricating oils, it is fair to say that the days of the 25,000 mile 
cylinder head de-coke and 70,000 mile engine rebuild are long 
gone. Well, almost. The corresponding intervals for the A-Series 
engine have certainly been extended but there is no getting away 
from the design’s old technology underpinnings, dating back to 
1951, and its once revolutionary gearbox that operates in a sump of 
contaminated engine oil.  

Inside the Mini Owner’s Handbook, under running-in, it states the 
following which would equally apply if the engine and gearbox has just 
been rebuilt:

During the first 500 miles (800 kms) (600 miles (960 kms) for Mpi cars):

1. Do not exceed 60 mph (95 km/ h);
2. Do not exceed 3,000 rpm in any gear;
3. Do not operate at full throttle in any gear;
4. Do not allow the engine to labour in any gear;
5. Avoid heavy braking (brakes and tyres need to bed-in);
6. After the running-in distance, speeds may be gradually increased 
within legal limits.

According to the Rover service booklets, carburettor and Spi cars 
receive their first service at 6,000 miles and every 6,000 miles 
thereafter. Mpi cars are granted a first service at 1,000 miles or three 
months, whichever comes round first. Sensible owners will halve 
those mileage intervals for oil and filter changes.

So what do the experts recommend as the best running-in oil?

Everybody has their own opinion, and there is no end of quality 
products to choose from. Keith Calver has been involved in Mini 
engine tuning since 1978. In addition to being Mini Magazine’s 
technical contributor and technical editor since 1996, Keith has 
run his own company, Calver Special Tuning Ltd, in Malton, North 
Yorkshire, since 2003. Over the years, he has carried out much 
research and development across the whole spectrum of Mini 
performance tuning, from engines to tyres and product testing.  

DAM 5626 – the common transmission casing used on all 1990s Minis 

Keith Calver’s recommended running-in oil is an American product
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Keith’s recommended engine oil for running-in is an American 
product called `Joe Gibbs Driven BR Conventional 15W – 50’. It is a 
racing mineral oil designed specifically to promote piston ring sealing 
and provide increased protection for camshafts and followers during 
engine running-in.  At the time of going to press, the cost on the 
Demon Tweeks website is £8.55p + Vat for a 946ml bottle, so you 
are looking at £61.56p for 6 bottles to make up the full 4.80 litres (8.4 
pts) required for an oil and filter change, plus enough left over for 
top-ups. It doesn’t appear to be available in a straight 5 litre size.

For everyday use, the Owner’s Handbook recommends either a 10w 
/ 30 or 10w / 40 engine oil  for carburettor and Spi models, but only 
10w / 30 grade for Mpi variants.
The accompanying table (taken from the AKM 6579 (2nd edition) 
Owner’s Handbook) is quite an eye-opener in terms of the flexibility 
of the different grades of engine oil. For an older generation, 20w / 50 
has always been viewed as the standard spec for classic Minis in the 
UK. During warmer UK weather, definitely, but on 0 degree winter 
mornings it offers next to no protection coupled with a massive drag 
on the starter motor and battery. Thank goodness spring is here!

Until next month…

Enjoy the two May Bank Holidays.

John Parnell 

Oil for all seasons – the temperature ranges for common engine oils

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

Wood and Pickett 1987 Margrave

My report this month features a one-
off W&P Mini owned by Chris Nichols 
from when it was just six months old. 
It started life as a rare Mini Studio 
prototype, and was built at Longbridge 
Rover Special Productions where the 
spec stated: RAF export. It was destined 
for a pilot but was never exported and 
Chris’s mother became the first owner 
of it. In fact it was the car Chris learned 
to drive in. Then, over several years and 
numerous visits to W&P, then based in 
Ruislip, West London, the humble Studio 
slowly evolved into the car we see today.

Before I mention the details of its development, it’s hard to believe 
Chris used the car as a daily driver to part-time jobs, university 
and then long distant projects connected to his work as a surveyor. 
He ended up put over 200,000 miles on the clock, and that’s a lot 

Steve Burkinshaw

of miles for any small car let alone a classic Mini. So, around eight 
years ago the car was taken off the road for a complete strip down 
and restoration. It would be given many important improvements 
as part of the work starting with a full body rebuild which included 
new floors, sills, door skins, A-panels, front panel and top scuttle 
etc. Once the metal work was completed the car was given a high 
quality respray in two-pack Silver leaf, both interior and exterior. 
Much time was spent in removing metal from the front wheel 
arches to accommodate the W&P fibre glass extensions which, 
with wide wheels and tyres and lowered suspension, cause damage 
to the inner corners behind the bumpers where there is limited 
clearance. A refined addition to the car was the installation of a 
Hollandia tilt and slide metal electric sun roof. A new cloth roof 
lining was installed at the same time to finish it off. 

As I’ve said, it was a car which slowly evolved, and one such new 
addition was the installation of a custom wooden dash together with 
door cappings to match which were made by John Yardy’s company 
Rokee. Rokee were the sub-contractor W&P used to undertake all 
the woodwork elements within the cars they built. Chris designed the 
centre console and dashboard extras, which included the installation 
of a 400watt stereo supplying four speakers - two on the special rear 
shelf. A dark blue leather interior makes an elegant contrast to the 
silver exterior. A dark blue Wilton carpet matches the leather and the 
same detail is used in the boot compartment which houses the twin 
tanks. It is only when you get up close to this car that the fine finishes 
can really be appreciated.

As part of the car’s rebuild, the original 998 engine was replaced by a 
1340cc Avonbar Hargreaves ‘Raceline’ one delivering 130 bhp when 
set on a rolling road. The main components of the engine included:
A Kent 276 cam, 1.5 roller rockers, stage 3 head, twin 1.5” SU’s 
replacing the single point injection. Maniflow made the stainless steel 
manifold and Play Mini the exhaust. When the gearbox was rebuilt, 
the 3.44 diff was changed to 3.1 diff which was cross pinned to 
handle the power. Cooling is helped with a thermo Kenlowe fan and 
Luminition improves the ignition side. The electrics are boosted with 
a 75 amp alternator.

Side view of Chris Nicols’ Wood and Pickett converted car

Nicely appointed and plush interior
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W&P fitted electric sliding sun roof

Spotlessly clean and tidy boot area

Rear view showing twin tanks and rear wipe and washer fitted

Front of the car with 4 additional lights fitted

Willwood 4-pot callipers are used up front and Minifins at the 
back assisted by a re-conned servo in line. After so many miles the 
hardened rubber cones were renewed along with upgrades which 
included, adjustable suspension, Spax shock absorbers, adjustable 
front and rear camber brackets, altered front castor and all new pipes 
and hoses. Minilite wheels are fitted with Yokohama A 539 165/12 
tyres. So, I really look forward to seeing this great little W&P car at 
the London to Brighton Run in May and at Beaulieu in June. 

For those watching that well-known online auction site, an early 
Radford binnacle dashboard has just been sold for £1,220. Circa 
1964/5, these dashboards were produced in South London by a 
company called Paddy Gaston. The top and bottom rails were folded 
aluminium covered in black vinyl and a folded mild steel frame linked 
all of them together. They were strongly made items only let down by 
the odd use of a pinkish-grey simulated wood fascia in Formica. And 

A very highly tuned and powerful engine is now installed in the car

One-off Rokee dash board

Wood & Pickett rare sill finishers as now no longer available
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RSP Cooper Register
I'll start with an update on Des 
Lavery's fire damaged RSP S. Once 
the insurance was finally sorted out, 
Des took the car to www.whights.
co.uk in Northamptonshire to be 
repaired and it now looks stunning. 
I think Des had his ‘highly delighted’ 
look on when he collected H227 
JPR last month. I know the restored 
shell of my wife's green RSP S 
looks amazing too and we are very 
pleased with the superb standard 
of workmanship that the Whight 
Brothers have achieved on the car. I 
can highly recommend their work.Roger Hunt

to finish, last year a pair of Radford front seats in worn leather sold 
for £800. These seats were regularly adapted by Radford and Wood 
and Pickett who improved their looks and comfort by having specially 
moulded Dunlopillo sponge added to the basic frames. It’s a great pity 
that no modern equivalent to Dunlopillo exists today; it was based on 
aerated latex rubber and not plastic foam.

Steve Burkinshaw

Rather tired seats from a 1960s Radford

Early Radford binnacle dashboard sold without speedo

It’s interesting to know that RSP prices of pristine very low mileage cars 
are currently quite high. For example, Richard Williams advertised a 
superb red RSP S last month for £25,000 and it sold it within two days.

Richard is also offering an ‘as new’ unregistered standard red RSP with 
only19 miles on the clock. This car has every piece of paperwork still 

Des Lavery looking very pleased with his beautifully restored  
RSP Cooper S

An unregistered standard RSP with only 19 miles on the clock – 
your for £19,995

Richard Williams’ Pristine very low mileage RSP now sold
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with it and was bought nearly 27 years ago by a Rover dealer who kept 
it well stored and pampered. Now it is out there and will probably 
be an investment purchase with so few miles on the clock and in such 
good condition.

There is also for sale a 300 plus miles British Racing green RSP being 
advertised by Appreciating Classics in Norfolk for £19,995. Again, with 
such low mileage I'm sure this will be another 'Pension Pot' Mini.

Several other RSPs appeared on Classic Cars for sale and ebay recently 
too, ranging from projects to very usable cars. Not many S Pack 
versions appear these days, but one was snapped up for under £6k 
which is a bargain in my opinion. 

I've had a reasonable response to both the display stand at Beaulieu 
and the RSP Cotswolds Meet/Run on Sunday 14th, but there is room 
for more. The Cotswolds Run’s starting point is the Little Chef on the 
roundabout in Burford OX18 4JF, where the A361 crosses the A40 
and is easy to find. There will be an opportunity to have Breakfast at 
the Little Chef and overnight stay if you wanted. Leaving time will be 
10:30 am. So, contact me at rsp@minicooper.org if you want to join 
in the fun. Also please contact me if you would like to be on an RSP 
Register stand at Stanford Hall on 17th September. I organised a few 
of these in the past and they were well supported. Recently Stanford 
Hall has clashed with the Goodwood Revival meeting which is one of 
my favourite events on the calendar but it doesn't clash this year so I'll 
hopefully be at both.

Finally, I am still getting a few additions to the RSP register, but it’s much 
slower now. Keep up the good work RSP spotters, and keep sending 
me photos of RSPs you see out and about.     

Roger Hunt 

Another very low mileage RSP with only 300 miles on the clock but 
with a price tag of £19,995
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Innocenti Register

Again, I must apologise for the lack of 
reports, but until I can afford a new PC, 
I’m stuck with this ridiculous Windows 
10 on an old computer!

The MCR National Mini Day at 
Beaulieu is creeping up rather fast 
and, as usual, the registers will want a 
decent display of three cars on show. If 
you would like your car to be displayed 
as part of the Innocenti Mini Cooper 
Register, then please drop me an email 
as soon as you can.

For years we have watched Innocenti 
Mini spares escalate in price to the point 

Foster Charlton

where more money can be made by breaking a car up for spares 
rather than selling it as a road going car.
Make no mistake….these cars are very expensive to restore and 
parts prices are still on the increase.

For a very long time too, Innocenti Mini Coopers could be bought 
quite cheaply compared to their British built cousins, but this 
seemed to change just when the beautiful Cooper 1300 Export 
owned by Ruth and Dave Webb won the Beaulieu Cup a few years 
back. People then started to take notice of the cheeky little Italian 
built derivative, and since then, the prices seem to have risen in line 
with the MK3 Cooper S.

In fact classic cars in general are at stupid price levels, mainly 
down to certain television programmes telling people to invest in 
classic cars instead of property. I remember watching a television 
programme recently where a guy had fifteen million pounds 
to play with and a classic car dealer found him a selection of 
classic Ferraris that would yield better returns than any property 
investment. Unfortunately, since all of the exotic cars have been 
bought up by high end dealers and multi millionaire speculators, 
the less exotic stuff is all that is left for everyone else. The knock 
on effect of this has been that all the cars now left for the common 
man to buy have increased in price too. For example, the 2.0 S 
Ford Capri you used to take to the local seaside resort in the early 
1990s and wheel spin away from every junction whilst ‘Pump up 
the Jam’ blasted from your stereo, is now one of those cars that 
has sharply increased in value. The same goes for similar stuff that 
at one time would have ended up in a scrap yard at the end of its 
wheel spinning life.

In 1999 I had the chance to buy one of my boyhood dream cars…
an Aston Martin DBSV8 for sixteen thousand pounds. Buying 
it would have meant a loan which I couldn’t really afford at the 
time. That same car now is often advertised on Aston specialist 
websites at one hundred and fifty thousand pounds. Again, I 
looked at another boyhood dream car four years ago, A Mk1 
Jensen Interceptor for fourteen thousand pounds. By the time I 
waited for the seller to drop his price, the car sold. That same car 
now sells for thirty thousand pounds plus. The Jensen Interceptor 
was considered a poor man’s Aston for many years, but since 
every Aston is mega money now, the Interceptor was up until very 
recently, the next best thing.

A similar thing is happening with Innocenti Minis at the moment. For 
years they were a cheap alternative to a British Cooper or Cooper 
S, but since the British Cooper and S have risen to ridiculous  value 
levels, that ‘funny little foreign built ‘Cooper S wanabee’ seems to 
be at a more affordable price than a British Cooper or S. But, as we 
all know, it’s a case of supply and demand…and since the demand 
is greater than the supply, then a bigger price increase for Innocenti 
Mini Coopers is on the cards.   

For years, original NOS spare parts were the only choice when 
restoring an Innocenti Mini to a decent standard, since no 
company would invest in tooling up for a relatively small market of 
reproduction spares. This finally seems to be changing though. At 
one time, you could only buy a NOS rear number plate lamp for 
your Innocenti Mini. Prices of one hundred and fifty pounds for this 
piece of chromed plastic made by Carello seemed the norm over 
the past few years, but just recently quite a few have appeared on 
eBay from different sellers at the eighty five pounds mark. Although 
I haven’t personally seen one of these lamps, I’m guessing either 
someone has found a stockpile of them…or more likely that they 
are reproduction items. 

Front sidelight/indicator units are also an item that has been 
reproduced….and quite badly. One of our members bought a 
pair of these a couple of years ago which were complete built up 
units in the photo’s he viewed online. When he received them 
and took them apart, they were of greatly inferior quality to the 
original items. The cast alloy bulb holder had been replaced with a 
cheap pressed metal item and the chrome plated bezel looked like 
someone had cut the top off a baked beans tin. Similar sidelights 
were fitted to other Italian cars, so a company had seen it as an 
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opportunity to have the lights reproduced, which have ended up 
listed under Innocenti Mini parts on eBay.

Be careful when buying spares and if in any doubt email me a link or 
photo to the item and I’ll try and keep you right.

Peter Barratt is making great progress with his German spec Cooper 
1300 Export, which should be near completion very soon. I get 
updates on Peter’s car quite often and it’s great to see him near the 
final hurdle. Likewise, the Belgian spec Cooper 1300 Export owned 
by Steve Burch is also near completion after a long time off the 
road…and hopefully we’ll see both cars very soon.

Peter Barratt’s Innocenti about to be reunited with its engine  
and subframe

Engine and gearbox now installed

Steve Burch’s Innocenti’s excellent interior

That’s all for this month.         

Foster Charlton

Nicely detailed engine

Nearly finished now

Mini Super Register

An interesting debate has recently 
taken place on the Mini Super website 
forum. It had been believed for some 
while by a few members, that a vanity 
mirror had been part of the standard 
equipment fitted to the passenger’s 
sun-visor in a Super. 
Although I agree that some Supers have 
them, I had never been convinced that 
the mirror had been a standard factory 
fitment. However, to add fuel to the 
argument that they were factory fitted, 
the mirror is listed as part of the standard 
specification in the sales catalogue. That 
is just the Morris catalogue though; the 
Austin catalogue does not list one! 

The catalogues were notoriously inaccurate, especially the 
Morris one: photos are of a pre-production car showing a white 
speedometer, prototype interior wood-grain instrument binnacle and 
listing an ammeter instead of a water temperature gauge.  So, my 
view is that the catalogue-listed mirror could well be misleading.

The Austin catalogue, on the other hand, shows a car nearer to 
production specification: black speedometer, water temperature 
gauge, and with no mention of the vanity mirror. It has been 
suggested that perhaps then, the mirror was available on the Morris 
but not Austin, or maybe just early cars had them fitted. 

Garry Dickens
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There is evidence of mirrors being fitted to two very early cars, but 
they are both Austin. Sally Brown’s very early, September built car, the 
earliest survivor I have on record, was virtually untouched when she 
bought it many years ago. It has never had a mirror fitted – and it is a 
Morris! My 1961 October built Austin has never had one fitted either. 
I contacted most owners I know with a Super likely to be in reasonably 

original condition. None had them except an original, very low mileage 
Morris which has one fitted, also it would seem Rich’s very late Morris 
Super had one (which has since fallen off).  Once fitted, the mirror 
leaves a glue mark and some discolouration. So, it is safe to say that the 
lack of mirror is reasonable evidence of one not having been fitted.

The aforementioned evidence of mirrors having been fitted is of two 
different types, each shown in the accompanying photos. The early 
mirrors were simply oblong but the later ones were curved at the 
edges. I imagine the shape changed for safety reasons.

In conclusion, I cannot say the vanity mirror was not a standard fitting 
on any Super but I strongly believe what has been seen from time 
to time is a factory accessory, perhaps a dealer-fitted mirror, part 
number 7H9756 costing 5s 10d!

Of the three complimentary Beaulieu tickets mention last month, there is 
just one left for the taking. So, if you wish to display your car in the arena 
please get in touch a soon as possible. It does not have to be in show 
condition; even a restoration project would be acceptable. In addition, 
near the arena Super display, we hope to have a general Super parking 
area, as we have had in the previous three years. The first two years saw 
a very well attended parking area display but last year, maybe because of 
the poor weather, only one Super arrived. This is of some concern as the 
privileged parking area may not be reserved for us in future if few Supers 
attend. So please, bring your Super along to the National Mini Day, 
Beaulieu Sunday, 11th June, even if it has to be brought on a trailer.   

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any 
stories or anecdotes relating to one, please get in touch, even if it 
no longer exists.  

Garry Dickens

Outline of early vanity mirror

Later style vanity mirror 

1275GT Register

Colin Siklodi has uncovered an interesting 
GT of 1974 vintage which has posed 
something of a dilemma for him since, 
from sources Colin has been in contact 
with, have suggested that his GT has been 
through the doors of Wood and Picket 
in its early life. Looking at Colin’s photos 
of his car, there are some hints that this 
information could have some validity.

A vinyl roof and rear window surround 
are possible W&P additions, and a close 
inspection shows evidence of a rear wash 
wipe option. Whilst within the interior 
a wooden dashboard has been fitted Alan Clark

VUC looking tired but all in one piece

Rear wash/wipe and window panel trim could point at a W&P past

Three dial instrument unit with wood trim
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with extra dials added too. The rust pattern on the rear side panels could 
indicate the previous fitment of moulded arches.  

Colin is faced with a decision on whether to keep the modified features and 
build his restoration around them or, to try for a full original factory spec. 
At the last point of contact I had with Colin the jury was still out. I would 
be interested to hear of any comments from members on the choice to be 
made on Colin’s car and which I shall pass on to Colin for his consideration.

Roger Agate has provided an update on the final stages of his 
restoration of VOB 329H and the photos speak for themselves. I first 
featured VOB 329H back in November 2015, when Roger was about 
to embark on his restoration. At that time, it was a good usable car, 
but Roger has now brought it back to its full potential.

Additional dials and switches installed

Back on a set of 10” Rostyles, Roger has treated his GT to a set of 
Dunlop SP Sport R7 tyres at close to £100 per corner. Although this 
tyre comes in a 165 width, rather than the standard 145, Roger finds 
that they sit well on a 4.5” rim. Fitted with its Leyland Special Tuning 
kit from new, and with a stack of history, this is a really notable GT 
that would have stood out back in 1969 when new.

Previously Roger used his GT in competition, his last outing being 
in the HRCR Devon Classic rally in September 2015.  So, whether 
VOB will return to the rally scene or not, it would seem unlikely. 
But I am sure Roger will enjoy some great road miles in the years 
to come. Hopefully, Roger will be at Beaulieu with his finished car 
which will allow us all to see his efforts in the metal!

Lastly, on the subject of Beaulieu, once again, I will be looking for 
feature cars for the GT register, space limitations mean only two 
places are allocated for each register. So, please email me if you are 
interested in putting your car in the feature display.

Alan Clark

VOB back in 2015 in completion trim

Great detailing on the refitted engine bay

Original engine bay pre restoration S badge advertising the Special Tuning kit

Back on Rostyles and no arches
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

1st Meeting 8.00pm 
Thursday May 25th

The Beefeater, 200-202 Westerleigh Road, Emersons Green, 
Bristol, BS16 7AN. Subsequent dates TBA

David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts
01248 811109

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

  Herts & 
  London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Lincolnshire 7pm First Thursday of  
the month

The New Inn, Great Limber, Lincolnshire, DN37 8JL.  
On the A18 between Kerminton (Humberside Airport)  
and Keelby

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049 0191 4133606
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Colin Woodage 01235 772525
cwoodage@hotmail.co.uk

Scotland Sunday 13th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

Wiltshire & Dorset Alternate 2nd Wednesday 
each Month 8.00pm 

Even number months Redlynch Sports & Social Club, 
Woodfalls Cross, The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LN 

Odd number months Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood 
Road, Avon, Christchurch, BH23 7BQ

Malcolm Francis 
malcsmf@btinternet.com 

Nick Stansmore 
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Patricia Webb

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW
REGION

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org
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New Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

I am pleased to announce the formation of a new MCR region, and a new regional contact. The new region is:
Bristol, Glos and Somerset Region - BGS for short.

David Dangerfield, a keen Mini owner, past and present, is keen to set up this new region for MCR members with 
an interest in all types of Minis and MINIs.  David is also interested in communicating with members, attending local 
events, car runs and Classic Car Shows including attending the Bristol Classic Car Show in June. 

The first meeting for this new region will be held at 8.00pm, Thursday 25th May at The Beefeater, Westerleigh Road, 
Emerson Green, Bristol, BS16 7AN. 

David would welcome members to contact him if you are in this new region, his contact details are:
David Dangerfield. 07974 089595 bgsregion@minicooper.org

We still have vacancies for a Regional Contact for the Herts & London (N) region and also for Yorkshire region.  If you might be interested in leading 
one of these regions, please contact me for a chat.

Looking forward to catching up at Beaulieu and wishing everyone some great drives this summer!

STOP PRESS NEWS! I have been advised that a trophy will be awarded to the best Regional stand at this year’s Beaulieu!

Richard Sign, Regional Co-ordinator  
regions@minicooper.org

Bristol, Gloucester & Somerset Region

As you may have read in last month’s issue of the magazine, the Mini Cooper Register has created a new region for members based in/close to 
Bristol, Gloucester and Somerset (or MCR BGS for short).
 
I have become the new Regional Manager of this region and was recruited by Richard Sign, see page 56 of the April edition of CooperWorld, but 
which had already gone to print before I was formerly appointed.
 
Although there is a growing number of some 56 current members in our area, we haven't had a regional meeting since 2010.  
 
MCR BGS Region has three main goals:
1. To enjoy and make the most of Mini and MINI ownership 
2. To be an information source to all members, hints and tips - covering everything from technical expertise, restoration, customisation, where to 

get/how to fit parts, recommend a good mechanic, help in buying/selling, valuations etc etc.
3. To be the face of the MCR in our region, attend automotive events, arrange events, grow the membership and do good things in our community 

and promote the Mini/MINI brands.
 
BGS is setting up a regional board, comprising our most active members; roles will be voluntary and include: Event Organiser, Head of Directory, Head 
of Classic Mini, Head of Modern MINI, Treasurer, Chairman, Head of Technical, Head of Newsletter etc.  All positions are currently vacant.
 
The first BGS meet-up/get to know you, will be on Thursday 25th May at 8.00pm in the Beefeater Pub, Emersons Green, Bristol, BS16 7AN. 2 mins 
off J3 / M32 on the A4171 ring road. I imagine as there are three counties we will rotate the meet-ups into each county every two months.
 
Also, I will be attending the MCR's National Mini Day at Beaulieu on Sunday 11th June, and I am trying to organise a club stand at the Bristol Classic 
Car Show (BCCS) on the weekend of the 17th and 18th June at the Royal Bath & West Showground Shepton Mallett BA4 6QN Site event http://
bccs.bristolclassiccarshows.com/. If accepted, I will need cars to show on the stand and members to help run it.
 
Please have a think about taking on a role on the new Regional BGS Board; also if you can attend the meet-up, Beaulieu and/or the BCCS event?

I look forward to hearing from you.
 
Many thanks. 

David Dangerfield
Email: bgsregion@cooperworld.org  or dangerf55@yahoo.co.uk
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Kent Region

Hi from Kent! 

We are fully booked for the Bearsted Green Classic as there were only eight spaces allocated to us. Please do contact us for the Deal Show, where 
both Modern and Classic Minis are welcome. 

The region will be hosting the club stand for the Brands Hatch Mini Festival so please do also contact us for this if you would like to join us. You can 
book your tickets on the Brands website and put the code MCR into the promo code box. 

Please also make contact for Beaulieu, the guys travelling from Kent will be parking together and we will set up the gazebo for a social meeting place 
for the Kent Members.

Events for 2017
27th May - Deal Classic Car Show – Walmer Green (Saturday Show)
11th June – Kent display - MCR, National Mini Cooper Day – Beaulieu. 
8-9th July – Brands Hatch Mini Festival
30th July – Region Summer get together and picnic. Bearsted Green 
20th August – The Ham Sandwich Run 
24th September – Oh so Retro Show, Margate

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. Next meeting will be 10th May. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/ 

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715   h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

I am writing these notes a few days before our ‘Evening with Christabel Carlisle’. My 
thanks go to Stuart Turner for setting this up by putting Christabel in touch with me, and 
we were able to agree she would attend our meeting on April 3rd. Christabel arrived on 
the racing scene in 1960 and quickly established herself as a competent, fast and consistent 
driver. She initially competed in her Austin Mini 850 registered CMC 77, and achieved an 
International Licence in 1961. Her ability was noted by the BMC Competitions manager 
who arranged for a Works Cooper to be run by Don Moore Racing, who she joined in 
August 1961 to compete in the 6 Hour Relay Race at Silverstone where I suspect the 
attached picture was taken. Her story is not all about Minis and racing though, for she 
also competed in two Monte Carlo Rallies partnering John Sprinzel in a Sprite and Timo 
Makinen in a Healey 3000. She was also due to race an MGB at Sebring but the car retired 
before her stint behind the wheel. Hearing her story is being eagerly anticipated by 
members of the region and the wider Stone Classic Car Group members. And there will 
also be an opportunity to purchase a signed copy of her book ‘Mini Virtuoso’.

Our next three regular club nights feature:

Monday May 1st. This is also the Mayday Bank Holiday so likely to be a pub natter.

Monday June 5th. Informal Concours night where people attending vote for the car they would most like to take home with them. Nick Hunter is 
investigating if Minimine will support a class for Minis and MINIs.

Monday July 3rd. Annual BBQ night. Hopefully the sun will come along for 2017!

Saturday 5th August. The Annual Tour. A summer tour again this year, with a route of approximately 150 miles planned to take us across the Long 
Mynd and the Stiperstones, before heading north to the Shropshire Lake District. Breakfast, coffee, lunch and afternoon tea stops will all be included 
in the entry fee subject to confirmation. Route planning is now well underway, and breaks en-route are likely to be in Much Wenlock, southeast 
Shrewsbury, and Wem. The entry fee is likely to be around £60 this year as prices have increased and refreshment stops seem to be more expensive 
in the Shropshire area than in Derbyshire. Plus, we are almost compelled to use wedding venues for the size of the entry we are likely to get. People 
who have entered previous tours will get a direct email shot when details are announced and publicity will be given in the Stone Classic Car Groups 
Newsletter. I’ll also put information on the MCR Forum. 

If you want to join us and don’t already receive information by email, then please contact me. The details are below. Although many different 
marques and models attend the meetings, Minis and MINIs are always welcome. We meet at the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone. ST15 
0PX on the first Monday of each month, from 7.30pm onwards. 

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com   01785 760211
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Suffolk Region

By the time this issue of CooperWorld 
lands on your doormat, we will be a 
fortnight away from the Mini Festival 
Racing Weekend at Snetterton on the 
13/14th May. Suffolk and Norfolk will 
have a joint MCR stand at the show, 
with Gazebo and feather flag on display. 

Some members, including myself, are 
intending to camp overnight on 
Saturday! One of our group, Steve 
Burch, just happens to be a Scout 
Master, so guess who’s in charge of 
camping. There is still time to join us 
for the weekend, or for a day, and help put on a good show 
of Coopers. To enter individually, log onto the Snetterton 
website and click on tickets, and when you get to checkout 
use ‘MCR’ as the code to get a worthwhile club discount. 
They will then allocate us an area depending on MCR 
entry numbers. We have been to our opening Car Show 
of the year on 1st April at the White Horse Pub at Lower 
Ufford, where there is always an amazing turnout of vintage 
motors, as well as classics which must run easily into 
millions in value. This pub knows how to run a show, with 
good weather, outside gazebo serving food and drink, and a 
band playing through lunchtime, with free entry.

Just a reminder to members that we have started our Monthly 
Thursday Runs finishing up at a pub, and our Sunday Mystery 
Runs too. So, please contact me for meeting places and times if 
you haven’t received an email.

Ian MacPherson
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk   07749936274

Wilts. & Dorset region

What a tangled web we weave

I don’t know why people became so aerated about Mary Berry 
adding white wine and cream to her Spaghetti Bolognese recipe. 
If you have a long hard look at the picture accompanying this 
month’s report you can see that I have added incompetence and 
over ambition to my own efforts! In fact a glass of white wine might 
be the answer. There will be a prize for anyone emailing me with a 
diagram advising as to which is the spiffling cable that connects to 
the splurging regulator. My decision will be final.

The March Wilts & Dorset evening meeting was a very convivial 
affair, with ten of us allowed to relax in the lounge at the Tyrrells 
Ford Country Inn. I was worried that 10 minutes into the meeting 
everyone would have nodded off, the soft sofas and general 
bonhomie being exceedingly soporific. Anyway, interrupted only 
occasionally by soft snoring and lolling heads, we managed to 
discuss a number of topics which I found very helpful.

I have mentioned before the problem we have of attracting more 
members to our monthly meetings. We have a very loyal and flexible 

hardcore of about 15 attenders, but most of these are within a 40 minute drive of our venues. The Wilts & Dorset region is huge, with the vast 
majority of Wiltshire members living north of Marlborough, and a smaller majority of Dorset members living west of Wimborne. We appreciate 
that a monthly drive to one of our venues may not be that appealing to some, but it would be good to see more people showing interest in our 
programme of events.

Nick Stansmore and I look forward to hearing from everyone in the region with their thoughts – email addresses below.

Malcolm Francis (Wilts), malcsmf@btinternet.com  
Nick Stansmore (Dorset), nickstansmore@live.co.uk    
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Steve Burch’s Innocenti 
nearing completion

Enjoying a Carvery lunch at High 
Lodge after our March Mystery Run

Terry Stendall after 
received his Cooper 
back from East Anglian 
Mini Centre where it 
had undergone some 
cosmetic surgery

Spaghetti anyone?
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FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious 
before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL   
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so will 
result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should 
be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.  
All traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

Wood and Pickett Margrave based on a 1978 Mini 1000 Clubman 
Automatic. First owned by Gerald Ronson one time owner of H.R.Owen. 
The car was painted metallic green when converted. It is de-seamed, has 
a vinyl roof to waistband and an oval rear screen. The air-con unit is still 
installed although the seats and dash are missing.
It is a rolling shell with engine and gearbox included. This project will 
require a replacement body shell. The V5C is present. Offers around 
£1,500. Call Chris Nicholls on: 07791744135 (Surrey)  
 

Parts for sale

Re-made Veltone carpet sets in red for Mk1 cars together with remade 
heel mats attached on the driver’s side only as per original spec. I have 
similar sets in black Velotone as used in Mk2 cars with correct Mk 2 
spec re-made heel mats. The red Mk1 red carpets have a thicker sound 
proofing attached to them and the black carpets have slightly thinner 
sound proofing. The rubber heel mats for the Mk1 and Mk2 are available 
separately. Also for the Mk1 carpets I have had re-made the driver’s side 
front wheel arch rubber toe mat which stops your foot wearing out the 
carpet near the accelerator pedal. These don't come with the carpet sets 
and so are sold separately (see photos). If you are interested in the carpets 
sets and would like more details about them, then please call me on 01970 
617010 or 07974608333 or email me at:Downtonbos@yahoo.com
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Insurance
solutions* for
classics and
more.
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of storied
British sports

car maker Lotus. As
Chinese manufacturers
add to their portfolios
by investing in historic
domestic marques,
industrial relations mar
others. Is Lotus about to
join Vauxhall by passing
into French hands? Full
story inside.
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
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BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR
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GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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