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mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Mobile & tablet friendly

For FAST telephone mail order dial 01707 607700

All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either 
Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.   Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Brightwork
When it comes to being bright, Mini Spares Ltd really is, with its range of Mini brightwork and less-drag wiper blades that really clear the screen. Pianoforte Supplies in Northampton made almost every body
finishing part for the Mini but by 1979 it had scrapped the tooling for many Mk1 parts, including grilles, before its total closure many years later.  Mini Spares once again came to the rescue and with some original
drawings and foresight. The company ended up making all the parts required to keep these cars looking correct even before Rover’s closure  or the retro-look trend started. Nearly all the trim, mouldings, grilles,
grille surrounds, stainless steel bumpers and overiders from 1959-2000 are now made from Mini Spares’ own tooling. A large range of aftermarket  bumpers are also stocked,  (but with the exception of any
Clubman rear bumpers, which are unfortunately no longer available). The quality of Mini Spares’ UK made parts was so good many of the parts for post 1990 Minis were supplied to Rover itself!

Rubber Parts
Fed up with rubber parts not fitting properly or failing? Try Mini Spares products, as over 80% of their seals are made from Mini Spares tooling. Since the demise of the original tooling at St Albans Rubber for Mk
1/2  seals, Silent Channel and Standard Products for door channels/seals and Schlegel /BTR for later door seals Mini Spares has procured or has its own tooling made and produces products to the original or
improved specifications. The 60 year old sponge honeycomb (air bubble) with an outer skin type of design as used by BMC for many of their models and of course MK1 door/boot and rear side window seals can
no longer be produced, but the Mini Spares’ alternatives fit perfectly when properly installed. All of the MK1/2 door sliding window channels and chrome runners are also made from Mini Spares’ own tooling.

Since the demise of Rover and Unipart as the original suppliers many parts are still packaged as ‘genuine’ by the companies who obtained their rights and stock. Some parts are old stock or from original
suppliers, but some are re-sourced. Many parts are not what they used to be and the words “making profit only” comes to mind when all the expertise in parts quality is scarce. Mini Spares once again comes to
the rescue by examining these parts and deciding what to stock and what to reject. Mini Spares tries to be completely transparent by giving verbal or web descriptions. That is why they are the Number One
supplier and website for Mini owners buying parts or seeking information from highly knowledgable staff.
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Silicon Gasket
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Safety Critical Parts - Many parts are copied - but not to Mini Spares standards!
Beware of poor quality swivel pins, track rod ends, brake hoses, wheel bearings and cv joints all being imported from the Far East as they are safety critical parts. There have been many sad reports of failure but
be assured Mini Spares Ltd parts are all the best quality and price available. Mini Spares own swivel pins have been supplied and boxed by both Rover and Unipart  since the demise of the original part. Brake parts
including hoses are from original AP braking supplies and tried and trusted non genuine parts are also available.
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The World’s Largest Suppliers of Spares for the Mini
Mini Spares started in Southgate London N11 in 1975, before moving to Potters Bar in 1999 and since then has developed into a world leading company with an annual turnover in
excess of £15 million and over 50 staff with the best expertise and knowledge of their product in the business. Despite its size today, as ever,  the company’s emphasis is still on
quality, prices and customer satisfaction. A most varied set of skills, but the common denominator is that all the staff are passionate about MInis, whether it be racing, driving,
rebuilding or just owning them. We all love them, which is why you’ll find the heart in the middle of our logo.

The world famous 5 speed close ratio gearbox design project was
engineered for Mini Spares by David Hirons.  It uses over 58 extra
parts with extensive machining; the 5th gear is technically a 0.882
overdrive gear on the helical kit which equates to 3.037 when using
the 3.44 crown wheel and pinion. 
The closer ratio is suitable for 1275-1380cc Minis (except turbo
boosted). The strength of the standard helical cut  A plus gears are
dependent on the torque capability of the original 2nd/3rd gears
plus the final drive pinion and the new 5th gear (i.e about 80-85ft
lbs of torque). These 5 speeds have successfully been used with an
8 port head and 286 camshaft in Keith Dodd’s car and also in his
Yellow Sprint which has straight cut gears under a fuel injected
1460cc engine built by MBE Race engines with 143bhp at flywheel
=115bhp at wheels.

25 years ago:
Mini Spares introduced
the 5 speed gearbox

The X-pin concept grew out of development work carried out by
David Hirons in the mid Eighties to resolve the problem of persistent
diff bevel gear and carrier failure on rear wheel drive Ford Escorts
and Lotus Cortinas. The torque capacity of the diff could be
increased by adding two extra bevel gears. The cross axle torque
transfer was unaffected. Modern material technology was
introduced to overcome lubrication problems with the pin and
bevels.  25 years ago in 1993 the decision was made to resurrect
the manufacture of the four star diff and apply the latest technology
to the Mini. The new product was released and protected under UK
and European design laws by copyright licence: Doc c1993. It is
now manufactured for Mini Spares Centre under licence.  Over 5000
have been sold to date with an unblemished success rate!

25 years ago:
The X pin diff was
developed
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

July magazine – 1st June
August magazine – 1st July
September magazine – 1st August

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
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paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates are 
aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/old 
inks while printing blankets are shredded and used for 
rubberised play areas and footpaths. The wrapping it 
comes in is degradable and will break down in the soil.

Cooper disclaimer 
The Cooper logo is the property of John 
Michael Cooper and should not be used 
without prior permission.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
0045 9133 3068 
Competitions@minicooper.org  

Club Shop 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
The Beeches, Kiln Way, Grayshott, Hants. GU26 6JF 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Position vacant

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister
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Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy
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Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
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Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against 
a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means 
accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may 
be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the 
public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices 
of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 
membership - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
By the time this issue of CooperWorld 

hits your doormat it will be a matter 
of only a couple weeks to go until our 
main club event of the year, namely 
our National Mini Day at Beaulieu. If 
you haven’t read some of the Beaulieu 
updates which Tony Salter the event 
organiser has been providing us with in 
CooperWorld over the last few issues, 
then you may not know that this year 
there will be an unprecedented planned 
display of over 25 coach built cars 
principally, of course, represented by 

those cars built by Harold Radford and Wood & Pickett. I have to say 
this is one display I am really looking forward to seeing, as I do have a 
particular soft spot for these great little cars. So, if you haven’t yet got 
your advanced ticket to go to the show then it might not be too late to 
do so.

Ok, so what do we have for you in this issue of CooperWorld to 
get stuck into? Well, let me kick things off with directing you to the 
Members’ articles section and, in particular, Peter Barker’s continuing 
series of interview articles with those individuals who were either 
directly employed by the Abingdon Competitions Department, or 
were associated with it in some way. This month, Peter’s interviewee 
is the stalwart navigator Willy Cave. This was a particularly special 
interview for Peter since, as most of you may know, Willy has been 
Peter’s navigator on many historic rallies over the years and thus they 
have become very good friends as a result. It is incredible to think that 
Willy, now in his 90s, is still actively involved in motorsport! Do have a 
read of this incredible man’s life and times.

I don’t often mention the registrars’ reports, but on this occasion 
I thought I would make an exception since this month there were 
two registrar’s reports that dealt with subjects which particularly 
caught my attention. The first was Simon Wheatcroft’s Cooper 
S Mk1 Register report in which he covers, in some detail, the 
different engine number variations which the engine building plant 
adopted over the years of Cooper production. It’s effectively a 
great guide to identifying an engine and when it may have been 
built. Then our Rover Registrar, John Parnell, has written an 
interesting report on the 998 John Cooper engine conversions 
which were the forerunners of the conversions undertaken by 
John Cooper Garages in subsequent years on the Rover Coopers 
of the day. John then follows this with an interesting and forensic 
critique of the John Cooper Garages sales brochure on the Cooper 
‘Sport 5’ and ‘S’ Touring models. Well worth a read even if you 
don’t own any of these models of the car.

Finally, you may have seen on our Facebook page that we now 
have a new and exciting Club Shop up and trading, but, if not, then 
elsewhere in this issue of CooperWorld we have an advert for it 
with details of some of the new lines which we shall be selling from 
now on in the way of club regalia and individualised clothing, etc. 
However, you don’t have to wait until Christmas to treat yourself 
to something new, so go ahead and check it out to see what great 
products you can buy right now.

Paul Sulma 



member. Don’t worry, we have not divulged any personal information to 
Mini Sport, they just input the information that you give them onto our link 
and they get a ‘Yes or No’ answer instantly that you are a current member 
and then your discount account is set up. To get your discount, email cara@
minisport.com or phone them on 44(0) 1282 778731. I’m sure that you will 
find the discount attractive and I would encourage members to seek out 
Mini Sport, if you are not already a regular customer, and get your discount.

We have a new Competition Secretary for the club, Peter Barker. Peter 
replaces the other Peter, Peter Moss, who stood down at the AGM. 

Peter Barker is a welcome addition to the Committee and of course as 
Competition Secretary. This is a post that is familiar to him, as he has held 
the post at least once before and probably twice (so he tells me). Peter 
brings a wealth of experience in competition as he has competed at all levels 
in rallying. I have lost count of the number of Monte Historique events that 
he has competed in. He has also collected over the years a good crop of 
silverware along the way, often accompanied by the vastly experienced Willy 
Cave in the navigator's seat. Hopefully, Peter will be able to help advise and 
encourage some of our keener members to participate in motorsport. So, 
we welcome Peter and look forward to hopefully rekindling what was once 
a very active part of club life for a good number of us.

By now those of us with cars over forty years old should be MOT exempt 
(it came in on the 20th May). Trouble is, for the life of me, I can’t be sure 

how this is supposed to work. As I understand it, for the car to be classified 
as MOT exempt it has to be a ‘Vehicle of Historic Interest’ (VHI) and it seems 
as I understand it that you have to apply to the DVLA for this classification. 
The VHI definition, we have discussed here before, generally speaking should 
apply to the vast majority of our cars without question. However, I also read 
that the Police are to assume all cars over forty years old do not now require 
an MOT. It seems further complicated that this status doesn’t automatically 
kick in and is only enacted upon the anniversary of the car's taxation date. This 
all sounds a bit of a muddle to me. So I’m off to get both of my 1964 Cooper 
Ss MOTd so that I can use them this summer with a clear conscious. I can’t 
help thinking that the DVLA could have made this system a good bit more 
straight forward. If the car is forty years old or more – then you don’t need 
an MOT – end of. If anyone has more hands on experience here, please write 
into CooperWorld and share your experience and enlighten us all.

Finally our National Mini Day at Beaulieu is but a few days away 
now. If you’ve not bought your discounted tickets on line yet, time 

is running out, so go to www.minicooper.org and follow the links. If 
you plan to sell some of your unwanted spares, there are still Trunk 
Trader spaces left. Call Tony Salter to book a pitch. See you there in the 
glorious New Forest sunshine. It promises to be a great day.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

We start off this month with the exciting 
news that the ‘Club Shop’ has been 

taken over and revitalised by club members 
Justin and Annmarie Ridyard. This dynamic 
couple have set up in business providing 
embroidered clothing which in particular 
means that they can supply polo shirts, jackets 
and hoodies, to name but a few items. They 
will, of course, also continue to offer the 
club’s standard lines of mugs, car covers etc, 
and will very shortly be adding more new 
exciting lines to tempt you all. The club’s 
desire to outsource the Club Shop has had 

two rather unfortunate false starts. Both companies we had engaged with 
have fallen well short of their promises and our expectations -and indeed, 
I’m sure not satisfied many of our members either. With this in mind, it 
seemed a logical step to set up a relationship with Justin and Annmarie’s new 
business ‘Logo-That-Polo’. From past experience with them, the Committee 
is confident that this change in supplier will be a big step forward and will at 
last bring in some valuable income to the club from our Club Shop sales. They 
have given an undertaking to turn around orders very quickly and not keep 
members waiting for weeks before their goods arrive and, more importantly, 
they have given an undertaking to only charge postage and packaging at cost 
– which I know is something that has not happened in the past from at least 
one of our previous suppliers. We are also very much minded that Justin and 
Annmarie are long term club members and will have our interests at heart. 
An advert for the new Club Shop appears in this issue of CooperWorld and 
if early indications are anything to go by (the new Club Shop went live on 1st 
May) I am confident this will be a success for both parties. 

This only leaves me to thank Sally Salter on behalf of the Committee and 
the club, for all of her hard work over the years. She has been running 
the Club Shop, as our front of house representative, for more years than 
I care to remember. Although Sally is stepping down as the Committee 
member for the Club Shop, she has promised to continue selling 
merchandise for the Club Shop at our National Mini Day at Beaulieu in a 
few weeks time and also at the NEC Classic Motor show in November. 
Thank you Sally, your efforts have been much appreciated.

Mini Sport, who joined us as club sponsor recently, are giving MCR club 
members an exclusive special discount on their vast stock of Mini parts. 

They are keen, as are we, that this special discount is only available to MCR 
members. To ensure that the discount is only given to club members, when 
you do contact Mini Sport with a parts order, you will have to give them 
your membership number, surname and your email address and confirm 
if you already have a Mini Sport account. They will then quickly be able to 
check via a special link that we have set up to verify that you are a current 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during April

NEW MEMBERS
David & Tracy Jones, Burntwood, Staffordshire
Simon French, Warrington, Cheshire
Paul & Adrian Newman, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire
Emma Poulter, Herongate, Essex
Bob Jamieson, Rusper, West Sussex
Ian Sadofsky, Hull, East Yorkshire
Freddie Heppell, Windsor, Berkshire
Keith Pendreigh, Cleveland, Queensland, Australia
Peter Possin, Muller, Fredensborg, Hovedstaden, Denmark
Stuart Lawson, Five Ashes, East Sussex
Peter Hayes, Ansty, West Sussex
Mark Fellows, Halesowen, West Midlands
Tony & Barney Fry, Bournemouth, Dorset
John Lucas, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire

Simon Brown, Barningham, Suffolk
Alan Wellburn, Lingeard, Normandie, France
Kevin White, Birmingham, West Midlands
Ken Langstone, Chinnor, Oxon
Neil Vickers, Preston, Lancashire
Christopher Lee, Newark, Nottinghamshire
Robert Bird, Didcot, Oxfordshire
Ralf Butz, Rodental, Bavaria, Germany
Martin & Victoria Wheeler, Turriff, Aberdeenshire
James Critchley, London
Laurens Marchant, Ashford, Middlesex
David & Caroline Gilbert, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire
Kenneth Bell, Bridgwater, Somerset
Mike & Carolyn Rosum, Biddenham, Bedfordshire



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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and Snetterton on the weekend of the 12th and 13th May. We will 
have a club stand hosted by the Kent Region at Brands Hatch and 
tickets are available from http://www.mini-festival.co.uk/. Tickets for 
Brands are available at a reduced rate - select Mini Cooper Register 
in the dropdown. Also, let me know if you are coming along so I 
know to expect you! 
 
The Ham Sandwich Run for 2018 will be held on Sunday 19th 
August, and registration is now open. It will cost £30 per car 
including entry to the attraction visit for driver and navigator. Don’t 
miss out spaces are limited. 

That’s all for now! 

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

The events season is well and truly 
underway, with some great events 

having already taken place such as, 
the Downton Classic Car Show where 
members from various regions joined 
the Wilts & Dorset Region who hosted a 
fantastic presence.

Drive it Day was a great opportunity 
for owners to get their cars out in the 
spring weather and so, it was great to 
see various regions out on their local 
roads including the Kent Region on their 
Kent Breakfast Run, which this year was 
planned by Robert and Lesley Young. 

It was a great 60 mile route around the South Downs with a huge 
breakfast to start the day.

The Thames Valley Region will be holding a road run too namely, 
The Thames Valley Tour which will take place on the 15th July. This 
is a welcome addition to the calendar in lieu of the usual Lavendar 
Run not taking place this year. Please contact Clive Brooks on 
brooks.c2@sky.com if you are interested in participating on the 
Thames Valley run.

I am really looking forward to the Wipers trip now! After undertaking 
the recce we can promise those that have signed up to take part, some 
fantastic roads and the warm welcome we will receive in Belgium is 
always refreshing.

We have dates for the three Mini festivals; Brands Hatch on the 
weekend of the 25th & 26th August, Oulton Park on the 21st July 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to 
renew your membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with 
your renewal notification, if you have not 

already signed up to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about 

renewing in the future as this will be 
done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but 
you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS

We need a young member of the club 
to take on this important role to 

support, encourage and nurture younger 
members of the MCR as we recognised 

that they are the future of the club.
 

This is also a committee post and 
meetings take place five times a year.

 

If you think you might be able to 
fulfil this role then please contact the 

chairman Robert Young.

Vacancy
Youth Co-ordinator



Mini Cooper Register | 11

EVENTS CALENDAR
Key 

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand.

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance.

June 2018

Event: Minis at Dunsfold 
Date: 2nd June  
Location: Dunsfold (Top Gear Track) 
Contact: https://minisatdunsfold.co.uk/

Event: South Hants Classic Vehicle Preservation 
Society Show and Auto Jumble  
Date: 3rd June 
Location: Queen Elizabeth Country Park 
Contact: www.shvps.org.uk 

Event: National Metro & Mini Show  
Date: 3rd June 2018 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/
events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day 
Date: 10th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINI’s.  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 17th June 
Location: Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. Displays, 
traders, club stands, autojumble. 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 16th-17th June  
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Really Retro Show 
Date: 24th June  
Location: Seighford Airfield, Stafford. 
Contact: http://www.reallyretroshow.com/

Event: The Whitby Wander 
Date: 24th June 
Location: Darlington to Whitby 
Contact: Dennis Perkins on 01325 353183 or at 
dennis.perkins@ntlworld.com

July 2018

Event: Minis Wipers  
Date: 7th-8th July 
Location: Ypres Belgium 
Contact: Justin Ridyard events@minicooper.org

Event: Classic Le Mans 
Date: 6th - 7th – 8th July 
Location: Le Mans, France  
Contact: http://www.lemansclassic.com/language/
en/home/

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 12th – 15th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Thames Valley Tour 
Date: 5th July 2018 
Location: Hook, Hampshire 
Contact: brooks.c2@sky.com

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: NO EVENT FOR 2018 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 20th -22nd July  
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - SC_15@icloud.com 

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 21st July 
Location: Oulton Park  
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Bristol Motor Club Family Day  
Date: 29th July 
Location: Castle Combe  
Contact: http://bristolmc.org.uk/

August 2018

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 3rd-5th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon)

Date: 4th-5th August 
Location: Westbrook Farm Touring Park, Harp Rd, 
Brent Knoll, Highbridge TA9 4HQ 
Contact: http://www.utmm.co.uk/new/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 4th and 5th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car.  
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/
nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 12th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: GRAHAM ROBINSON  
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 19th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 25th – 26th August 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

September 2018

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble 
Date: 1st - 2nd September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 7th-9th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 16th – 17th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: TBC

Event: Minis to the Alps  
Date: 15th – 22nd September  
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 22nd September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 23rd September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Mini Action Day 2018 
Date: 29th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 30th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2018

November 2018

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 9th 11th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

January 2019

Event: Mini Cooper Register Hinton Firs 
Weekend 
Date: 25th to 29th January 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: Josh Bromage j-bromage@outlook.com

EVENTS

Brian Culcheth is patron to the show and is looking for a collection of rally
cars for this year’s event. Historic rally cars are of interest and, of course,
Ex-Works cars in particular. To see a preview last year’s show go to:
www.classicsatthecastle.co.uk

If you would like to take part please contact Brian for further details:
Tel: 01643 863275 Mobile: 07837185254 Email: bculcheth@aol.com

The Sherborne  
Classic Car Show, Dorset 
Sunday 15th July 2018
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The MCR’s National Mini Day at Beaulieu 
Sunday 10th June 2018

I am pleased to say that our plans for our Club’s National day in June are progressing well. 

Neville Smyth has been very busy finding coachbuilt cars for the headline display this year. This display will 
be arranged along the gravel track opposite the Ex-Works and Competition cars display.

In the meantime, I am still looking for additional plastic bodied Mini derivatives to join the ones I have 
already been promised including GTM and Midas, but any other types would be nice to have in the display 
line up for variety. 

The registrars are still looking for cars to put on their respective stands too. So, if you have a car available, 
why not call them and a free ticket could be yours as well as a fairly prominent parking space.

Trade stands are being booked regularly, so there will be plenty to buy parts wise on the day. If you need to 
sell some old bits and pieces from your hoard, then why not book a trunk trade pitch. Pitches cost only £10 in 
advance or £15 on the day; but no tables or large vans are allowed, just a sheet or similar on the ground. This 
is definitely for the non-professional. It is normally very popular and last year we were nearly oversubscribed.

There is still plenty of room for regional stands, only a few have been booked at the moment. If your region is 
interested you can contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org or use the form on the website. A regional stand 
is ideal for a trip out as a group and then parking together at the show amongst other regions.

The concours is still available and as I write, although a few people have entered already, there is plenty of 
room for more. As I have said previously, the concours is an opportunity to show off your car, possibly win 
a trophy and some AutoGlym goodies whilst having a parking spot right in the arena! If you look at the 
details on the website you will see that changes have been made to the regular classes in an effort to make 
the concours more attractive to a wider group of people. Last year we had an unprecedented number and 
this year I am hoping for a similar turnout.

Helpers are always needed for the show. If you can offer me a couple of hours of your time, I can give you a 
free ticket and some lunch vouchers as well my appreciation. 

Finally, advance tickets are available now from the ticket line. Go to www.minicooper.org and follow the 
Beaulieu link. 

For more information either contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org or go to our website  
www.minicooper.org and follow the Beaulieu link.

 Tony Salter 

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.

Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers
This year’s date for the show is the 10th June 

and, as usual, I am in need of volunteers to 
help with marshalling. There are two shifts, one 
from 8:00am to 10:30am and the later one from 

10:30am to 1:00pm. 

As you can see I only need 2 ½ hours maximum 
of your time. In return I can offer a free entry 
ticket, a meal voucher and the opportunity to 

see many of the cars that come to our show. The 
remainder of the day is your own.

Please either call me on 02380 560073 (eves 
only) or email me on beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Helpers are essential to the running of our national 
day and your help is very much appreciated. 

If you are interested in

helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073

alternatively email me on

beaulieu@minicooper.org

Trade Stands
We are now taking bookings for Trade 
Stands for this year’s National Mini Day at 
the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, New 
Forest, Hampshire and we are pleased to say 
that the cost of stands is being held at last 
year’s level.

We are restricted on space for stands, so they will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
Early booking is therefore essential to ensure 
your place and booking must be made in advance 
as it will not possible to turn up on the day. Each 
5m x 5m trade stand will be £45 plus the cost of 
an entrance ticket per person attending. Please 
go to our website www.minicooper.org, follow 
the Beaulieu tab, to see the latest update on the 
trade stands and availability. 

 
Please email Peter Barratt  
at: email beaulieutrade@minicooper.org 

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 
website www.minicooper.org and email 

it to Tony Salter at:  
beaulieu@minicooper.org

If you do not have access to a computer
call Tony Salter on 02380 560073 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket.

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble. We will have an area 
reserved for private autojumbling from a 
non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket. 

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter (02380 560073).
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Plastic Minis
Although Beaulieu this year will feature a line up of 

coach built Minis in the main arena, as I mentioned in 
last month’s issue, the alternative display in the arena 

will be of plastic bodied kit cars closely associated 
with the Mini. I have 12 places and I am looking for 

appropriate cars to form this display.

If you have a car that could be a candidate, then 
please contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org with 

a picture of it.

Those selected will receive an entry ticket for the day. 
I already have a Midas so I am really looking for cars of 

the likes of Marcos, Jem, GTM etc.

Thanks.

Tony Salter

WANTED

Coopers at Combe
Castle Combe Race Circuit

Saturday 18th August 2018
 

Entry is limited to 15 cars and places are available on 
a first come first served basis, so book early to avoid 
disappointment by contacting Graham E Robinson and 
also for further details. 
This is a very popular event with members. Usually, 
only five cars are allowed out on to the track at once 
making it safer than other Mini track days at this circuit. 
Club members are welcome to spectate on the day and 
admission is free. 

80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex,  
SS3 0HW 01702 219298  

graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

I am again offering my services ably supported by the 
Warwickshire Region to organise our usual brilliant 
stand at Stanford Hall MiniFest on 23rd September.

It will be on a first come first served basis for what 
will again be a marvellous midlands show. The 
advance ticket price of £8 for exhibitors will be 
available up to Monday September 3rd and will 
include a display pass for one car.

Please contact me initially so that I can log who is 
interested and with what Mini/MINI variant you will 
be displaying. I will then email or post out a pro-
forma to fill out and return to me with a stamped 
addressed envelope along with a cheque for £8 
made out to the Mini Cooper Register.

My address is: Mr J Filor, 199 Grange Drive,Melton 
Mowbray, Leicestershire, LE13 1EL.
Phone number: 01664566614.  
Email: jfilor@talktalk.net
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.
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EVENTS

By Justin and Annmarie Ridyard

The 2018 Breakfast Run route was this year organised by Robert 
and Lesley Young and we were promised a challenging but 

enjoyable run following Tulip diagrams. Meeting at the Airport Café 
in Sellinge just outside Folkestone, all the teams fuelled up with a 
huge breakfast and the Airport Café never disappoints in quantity, 
quality and speed of service!

The route took the participants through some fantastic lanes 
around the North Downs covering some 60 miles. We had been 
subjected to quite a bit of rain on the run up to the event, but on 
the Sunday of the run the sun was shining but the lanes were dusty 
after the mud from local farmer’s tractors had pulled much dirt 
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EVENTS

onto the roads. At times it was more like driving in the desert than 
along country lane in places.

We did see a fair few cars going in various directions with the switch 
to hundredths of a mile needed with the close junctions. I didn’t 
answer any of the quiz questions due to my navigator having to work 
on the phone constantly. Having the questions between certain points 
certainly made things interesting. 

I really enjoyed the drive in my Mk2 Cooper S after its trip to Bill 
Richards’ workshop it didn’t miss a beat all day, and in fact it was the 
oldest car on the run.

The run finished in Ashford at Broad Oak MINI who are great 
supporters of the Kent region. After a tot up of the questions and 
answers, we had clear winners, Jack, Daniele and Lilly Ward. 

Thanks again to the guys at Broad Oak for their hospitality.

Justin Ridyard & Annmarie Ridyard

Contact Justin & Annmarie on h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk for details of the 
next Kent Region run – The Ham Sandwich Run 19th August 2018.

Photos by Robert and Lesley Young And the Winners!  – The Ward family



EVENTS

Warwickshire Region’s Spring Run 
By Cliff Porter

Club secretary Kim Bromage set herself a target to use her restored 
Clubman Estate on the Warwickshire Region’s Spring Run on 

Sunday 29th April. While I was at a very damp opening Prescott British 
& Midland Championship practice day, I received an invitation to dinner 
on the Saturday night at their hotel with Linda.

On arrival in the hotel car park I saw two Clubmans and an RSP. 
Inside waiting for us were Kim, Neil and Beccy, Neal and Michaela 
Goldspring plus Don and Julie Farr. All I will disclose here is that a 
very good time was had by all despite a lack of strawberries in the 
Eton Mess dessert. The evening provided a great start to the Spring 
Run event.

Very early on Sunday morning I met Peter and Mary Machin at the start 
and finish venue, Vegetable Matters in Ebrington. Crews began to arrive 
but what stood out was the arrival of Kim and Neal in their Clubmans 
with Don following behind in his black RSP. Sadly, the weather was still 
damp and quite cold but, after everyone had enjoyed a very tasty bacon 
and egg bap and warming drink, the owner, Peter Drinkwater, flagged 
the cars off.

We thought we would try a new format which was a shorter run 
of about 60 miles followed by lunch together. We had intended 
that participants would have an opportunity to pause in Broadway, 
Broughton-on- the Water, the Slaughters and maybe Stow on the 
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EVENTS

Wold, but the weather was against us so crews arrived at the finish 
early. The lunch had been planned for 2pm so that the Farm Shop 
Café could serve their customers before we arrived. The owners 
were very supportive of our event and erected a marquee with 
tables and chairs by the entrance but it was too cold to eat outside 
on the day. Luckily the café was quieter than usual and we were all 
able to enjoy a homemade beef pie and a lovely strawberry cake in 
the warmth!

The crews had a comprehensive ‘Tulip’ route book prepared by Peter 
and Mary Machin using the picturesque lanes of the North Cotswolds 
and passing through villages and towns. Thank you both.

Cliff Porter

Photos by Cliff Porter



The Bicester Heritage Scramble ‘Drive it day’
By Colin Harrison

EVENTS

What a wonderful day at Bicester. Despite thunderstorms the 
previous night, Sunday 22nd April dawned sunny and warm. Entry 

to the site was easy with the stewards collecting ticket printouts ‘on the 
run’ and so minimising queues.

Organising the MCR stand display started well with a herringbone pattern 
at the front and a row of cars across the back. But as time went on, more 
cars appeared and the plan went astray. So we ended up with Patrick 
Walker in 977 ARX in the middle, Gary from Hitchin with his 1071 across 
the front and other cars pinching a little space from the stand either side.

Armin drove up from the South Coast in his Minivan; Dave Boswell came 
from West Wales, and others from Bristol and beyond. Other exhibitors 
included Rob McShane, Adam Smart, Keith Mainland with his sprint, Alan 
Clark in his 1275 GT, Richard Heal with his Innocenti, Scott Walker, John 
Kennedy, Peter Hayes, Steve Jarmin, and Chris Rooks with his S-ish.

The stand had a steady stream of visitors all day, including Michael 
Douglas from the One Show, who was filming some background shots, 
apparently for a piece about the forthcoming MOT changes due for 
broadcast later in May.

Bicester Heritage is owned by a couple of chaps who decided to take 
the whole ex-RAF site on from the MOD. Keeping the live airfield for 
light aircraft and gliding, they have been systematically refurbishing the 
buildings and renting them out to motorsport and restoration companies. 
Most buildings are occupied now, but one large hanger is kept available 
for events such as auctions or club national days. There's even a test track 
round the perimeter available for use.

We stayed well beyond the closing time of 4pm and were (very nicely) 
asked to leave at about 5pm as they wanted to close the site.

I’d like to thank everyone who brought a car to the stand – I know some 
stayed overnight nearby and everyone else who popped by say hello.

I hope we can do it again next year.

Colin Harrison
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Willy Cave
By Peter Barker

MCR Honorary Member, Willy 
Cave, has led a fascinating 

and colourful life; not only as a 
top international rally navigator, 
but as a wartime RAF pilot 
and BAFTA winning BBC TV 
studio director on ‘Tonight’ and 
‘Tomorrow’s World’ amongst 
other television programs. This 
article is based upon interviews 
with him carried out in 1999 and 
2012 for MiniWorld magazine, 
plus remarks made over our 25 
years of friendship.

“My first Works rally outing 
was the 1955 Monte in an MG 
Magnette with two others. 
Crews of three or even four 
people were common in long 

distance rallies back then. We finished well down the order after 
problems with the car. I met BMC Team Manager Marcus Chambers 
at the Glasgow start of the rally. He was like a colonel, naturally 
commanding respect. As a minor member of the team, I didn’t get 
involved in any parties or other junketing; we were just packed off 
home after the event.

Having done lots of British rallies in a Triumph TR2 with Johnny 
Wallwork and the RAC in a Standard 10, I was taken to see Ken 
Richardson the Triumph team boss. He said to me ‘We’ve got this 
fresh Irish lad called Paddy Hopkirk. Take him out and show him 
the ropes.’ We were given a TR3 in which we did the Alpine and 
Midnight Sun rallies in 1956. On the Alpine we were led round 
some of the more difficult stages by Maurice Gatsonides, as Paddy 
had never done them before. This was generous of Gatso as he 
lost a minute’s advantage and saved us on the dangerous St Jean de 
Maurienne loop over the Col de la Croix de Fer. Paddy was more 
than capable of handling the car. He told me that he’d never had 
a crash and I felt pretty safe with him at the wheel. He was very 
competitive and physically strong – one of those people who looked 
like they would knock you down if they didn’t like you! We came 
second in our class and won a coveted Alpine Cup.

On the Midnight Sun rally held in Sweden we were beaten by VW 
Beetles, but Paddy was busy being impressed by the local girls. He 
kept shouting ‘wait for me, I’ll be back’ whenever we happened to 
pass them.

I did several rallies in the Austin A35, which was the Mini’s 
immediate predecessor. John Sprinzel and I had been rallying for 
some time and Speedwell, John’s business, specialized in modifying 
Austin A35s. When John got some support from BMC to enter 
international rallies, I was invited to navigate. We did the 1958 
Monte and the 1959 Alpine rallies. On the Monte the weather was 
really appalling and only three cars from the Paris starters survived 
the first night. We got caught in a blizzard at St Claude and ran 
out of time in the Massif Central. We just couldn’t go fast enough 
to keep up. It was so icy I had to rub my hands together and hold 
them against the windscreen to melt a hole so that John could see. 
We did get to Monte Carlo but we were disqualified for being over 
our time limit. I remember the A35 as being very narrow which 
helped when spinning as there was less chance of hitting things. It 
had no special instruments and not even a reclining seat! The engine 
and suspension came from Speedwell so it had no doubt been 
breathed on.

The 1959 Alpine was a strange premonition of things to come. We 
broke a drive shaft on the last stage; I always seemed to have bad 
luck on this event. Although John took it to a local blacksmith and 

got it welded we lost too much time to continue and went OTL 
(over time limit).

By 1962 John and I were regular members of the Triumph Works 
team rallying TR4s. But for 1963 we had a couple of drives for 
other teams including the Alpine Rally for BMC in a full Works Mini 
Cooper registered 977 ARX running in the GT category. John was 
a terrible fiddler with cars. After he got them from the Works he 
would mess around with them and set them up to his own liking 
which upset the Team Managers no end. We had done a thorough 
recce for the event and before the start Stuart Turner lent us a 
brand new Mini Cooper S to try out. We took it to the Col de la 
Saint Baume just outside Marseille and it was clearly much faster 
than our car. When we got to the top John said ‘I’m going into 
the café for a drink, you have a go’. I eagerly jumped in and never 
having driven a Mini before spun it completely at the first corner. 
It was much faster than I could handle and I drove it back very 
cautiously. Thank God I didn’t hit anything as it was the team’s 
spare car!

On the rally the other Minis were breaking their driveshaft couplings 
but for some reason our’s held out. We would arrive at service 
with 20 minutes in hand only to find out that the mechanics couldn’t 
work on our car as Rauno was due in the next few minutes. Very 
galling! We lost our Alpine Cup on the Col de Charmette stage. The 
organisers had got the stage length wrong, it was 2km longer than 
the published distance. We complained along with many others but 
they wouldn’t change it. It was completely impossible to do in the 
time given in so small a car. We went absolutely flat out to make 
the time up but dropped a minute and consequently our cup. We 
were still leading the GT category though and with Rauno leading 
the Touring category in the new Mini Cooper S, it looked like a clean 
sweep for the Mini Cooper and BMC. But on the Quatre Chemins 
stage, the last of the rally, our bad luck struck again and the steering 
column came adrift. The car rode up a wall on the left of the road 
and then fell onto its side. We were devastated as we stood to win 
the GT category and several thousand pounds against a couple of 
Zagato Alfa Romeos.

Terry Mitchell, an engineer from Abingdon, was first on the scene and 
he spotted that the steering column clamp bolt had been wrongly fitted 
which resulted in the steering column only just being connected to the 
rack. It was incredibly disappointing, the nearest I got to a really big win 
in my (first) rallying career”.

Willy carried on as a semi-professional navigator finally competing 
in the 1970 World Cup Rally and the 1971 RAC Rally with Brian 
Culcheth, at what then seemed to be the end of his career. But with 
the rise of Historic Rallying in the early 1990s, Willy started a second 
life as a navigator and was much in demand for his outstanding talent, 
skills and experience.

Willy in command at a service point near Tallard. 
Rallye Monte Carlo Historique 2011 M
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Willy shouts the time available 
to our service crew. Rallye 
Monte Carlo Historique 2011 
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Do you enjoy driving on narrow roads, through fords (frequently dry in June) and up and down 1 in 3 gradients with hairpin 
bends? If so, read on. 

The Newcastle and Durham Region are organising a road run from Darlington to Whitby via the North Yorkshire Moors. 
The approximate distance is 80 miles. The run will take place on the 24th June starting at Morrisons Supermarket, Yarm 
Road Darlington DL1 4PJ. Written directions will be given to entrants on arrival and cars will be started at intervals from 
10-00am to 10-30am. An entry fee of £5 will be charged. 

There is a pub en route where entrants can stop for lunch or a drink or merely a breather and the intention is to finally meet 
up in another pub in Whitby. Both pubs are dog friendly. 

There is no need to book in advance, simply turn up. If you have any queries, please contact Dennis Perkins on 01325 353183 
or at dennis.perkins@ntlworld.com 

The Whitby Wander - Sunday 24th June 2018

Starting with the 1991 Pirelli Classic Marathon in an Austin Healey Sprite 
with John Sprinzel, Willy has competed in hundreds of classic rallies. These 
include overall wins on the Rallye des Alpes in 2003 and 2010 with myself 
driving and class wins on the Rallye Monte Carlo Historique in 2004 and 
2014 with myself and Alastair Vines driving and all competing in Minis. Still 
active in competition in his 10th decade and currently writing his memoirs, 
Willy is in every way the perfect sporting gentleman. Long may he continue 
to be so.

© Peter Barker 2018

Willy and Peter Barker in 977ARX tackle the snow of the Col 
de l'Echarrasson on the 2007 Rallye Monte Carlo Historique

Willy Cave with Peter Barker in 977 ARX on their way to 
winning the Rallye des Alpes in 2003, exactly 40 years after Willy 
crashed out of the same rally with John Sprinzel also in 977 ARX
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HRCR Old stager a Mini Sport Mini Cup
By Louise Thomas

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

Dixies Historic Challenge 29th April 2018

Well, what a fantastic time we had! 
It was a long journey to the Epynt 

Ranges in south Wales, a 1,126 miles round 
trip door to door to be precise, but well 
worth every minute!

In only our second rally of the championship, 
both Heidi and I were very happy with the 
result. We started as car 60, and finished 
car 47 and 10th in class on the main rally, 
14th Mini home, 6th in Open Class. The 
support we got from fellow competitors and 
Marshals was just fantastic. Dixies was fast 
smooth tarmac into very tight bends and 
interesting chicanes which in a Mini are flat! 
Well almost!

The weather was dry and windy, but the 
Mini was faultless, thanks to Mini Sport’s 
Dave Thomas aka Dad, Chris Woodcock 
(Heidi’s husband), Michael Anderson and 
our new member of the team, mechanic 
Lewis Peel from Mini Sport. Splash and dash 
was all we needed in service. My confidence 
started to grow as the day went on, with 
the guidance of my left hand woman Heidi, 
we decided to try numbered pace notes 
instead of using descriptive notes. This took 
a couple of stages to adjust to but they 
worked well. And we will be sticking with 
them from now on.

We made it to the finish with the car still 
in one piece, apart from a small crack 
on the wheel arch from not breathing in 
enough on a chicane. We enjoyed every 
second, even being held to ransom by the 
scrutineers for our Fruit Pastilles at the 
beginning of each stage. It’s about the fun 
and creating memories. If you’re not having 
fun or helping someone else to have fun 
what’s the point!

In for a service stop between stagesThe Mini Girls Rally Team in their rally Mini!

Louise receiving the HRCR’s President’s 
Award for Lady member of the year

I would firstly like to thank Heidi Woodcock for doing such a great job on the notes and 
encouraging me all the way - oh and fuelling me with Fruit Pastilles! Our thanks must go to our 
service crew Michael Anderson, Lewis Peel, Dave Thomas and Chris Woodcock. Then our 
Sponsors Mini Sport Ltd, Alsop Transport Services, TSL Contractors, Skyhook Helicopters, Mini 
Cooper Register, Steve Douglas of Ingelas Islands, Den Motorsport, Tunnocks and finally, but not 
least, Mike Mcveigh. Thank you all, we couldn’t do it without you.

If you would like to donate to our charity you can via our Just Giving page Mini Girls Rally 
Team. Anything from a £1 to £10 Text HRCR52 to 70070 and please donate!

Mini Girls Rally Team is currently looking for sponsors to complete our Championship 
mission, and the overseas rally this year is Belgium. If you would be happy to sponsor our 
team direct then please get in touch via our email minigirlsrallyteam@btinternet.com or 
Face Book message.

Bring on the next round at the Abingdon CAR-nival!

Louise Thomas
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BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2018

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

BEAULIEU 2018
We will not be having a Trade Stand this year but 
should customers wish to collect items small or 

large, as advertised on our website, please email your 
requirements. Roof racks, Works O/E grills, Jacking point 
grommets, Rally plaques, Full harness Irvin Belts, Alley Roll 

Cages, O/E Works Rover Four lamp pods  
& Pia lamps n.o.s.

Collection point; Mini Clubman stand

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm

Irvin full harness seat belt



THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young

Ihe I’m pleased to say that after 
a rather barren period for 

contributions to the Archive, 
over the last couple of months, 
I’ve received quite a lot.

Car values from the 1970s

John Matthews sent in a couple 
of copies of MotorSport 
magazine; a great magazine it 
was in my view. The first was 
from April 1971 where ‘The 
Chequered Flag,’ who were 
one of London’s leading sports 

car specialists of the day based in Chiswick, advertised 
no less than six Mini Coopers for sale; three 1275 Ss, 
two 1071 Ss and a 998 Cooper. These ranged in price 
from £695 for the 1275 down to just £275 for the 998 
Cooper. Whilst these of course seem bargain basement 
prices today, when inflation is taken into account, the 
1275 Cooper S with a £695 price ticket on it, would cost 
you today £10,250, which is still way short of the figure, 
perhaps four or five times that you’d have to pay for a 
good 1275 S today. As for the humble Mini Cooper, a snip 
at £275, would be a mere £4,000 today. So, as we can see, 
the value of the Mini Cooper has exceeded that of inflation 
by a considerable factor over recent years – but then 
again, we all knew that - didn’t we? I’m off to find my 1971 
cheque book and see if we can do a deal!

First International win for Mini Cooper Car Co

The July 2002 edition was even more interesting, as by 
now MotorSport magazine had started to embrace historic 
motorsport and to that end, had a nice article written by Bill 
Blydenstein, who is recorded as winning the Mini Cooper's 
first International motor race. This all took place on 15th April 
1962 at the Coupes de Bruxelles saloon car race, in Brussels 
where he beat his team mate star driver Lucien Bianchi, by 
careful slip streaming right at the very last, much against John 
Cooper’s wishes.

In late 1959, John Cooper had already discovered the 
potential of the Mini and had started to develop his Mini 
Cooper prototypes. One fitted with a 1100cc Formula 
junior engine and had 78bhp on tap. Built by Ginger Devlin, 
it caused a sensation when it was tested at Brands Hatch, 
smashing the lap record by a considerable margin. John 
Cooper had at his disposal John Love and Tony Maggs, 
both Cooper Formula Junior drivers who were managed 
by Ken Tyrrell. He also had John Whitmore on his books 
who had won the 1961 BRSCC Saloon Car championship 
in the Don Moore 850. Bill Blydenstein, a stress engineer 
by profession, who was often consulted by Coopers, was 
in the right place at the right time to pick up a drive. He, 
along with Tony Maggs, had impressed John Cooper when 
they jointly tested the 1100cc car at Brands Hatch earlier 
and so were signed up. When two cars were to be at 
Snetterton on 14th April for Love and Whitmore to race 
under Ken Tyrrell’s guidance and two more cars were 
needed for the International race in Brussels on 15th April, 
John Cooper took two cars to Belgium for star Belgium 
driver Lucien Bianchi to drive (he had recently won the 
Sebring sports car race) and Bill in the second car – very 
much the understudy!

The Mini Cooper caused a massive stir in practice, 
beating the up to 1000cc lap record by over 12 seconds, 
faster than many 2 litre cars. In the end, Blydenstein 
was ninth and Bianchi tenth, by a fraction. John Cooper 

however, suggested that they both behave ‘responsibly’ for the majority 
of race but could make a race of it in the later laps. John would indicate 
when that would be. The Brussels circuit was a 4.5km road track, using two 
lumps of adjacent motorways with one long downhill sweep connected by 
five medium corners and three hairpin bends. Come the race, and the Le 
Mans start where drivers sprinted to their cars, John’s main concern was 
his ability to fasten his seat belt. Having had a head-on crash before, where 
his belts saved his life, he was under strict instructions from his wife that 
he ‘Belted Up’. When the flag dropped, Bill almost felt flat as he stumbled 
towards the car, diving in and starting just behind Bianchi, the pair shot off 
up the road with Blydenstein just ahead after the first bend – but with no 
seat belt yet done up. After Blydenstein fumbled with getting his belts on, 
Bianchi was past and 20 yards up the road. However, Blydenstein was soon 
back on his tale, so much so, that he had to let off to save driving into his 
boot lid. 
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Bill Blydenstein almost falls over running 
to the cars from the Le-Mans start

Bill Blydenstein biding his time behind Lucien Bianchi
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It then occurred to him that Bianchi was punching a great big hole in the air making his 
car much faster. They had never practiced close together and this was an entirely new 
experience. So, he continued to follow Bianchi lap after lap, very much aware that if he did 
overtake, he too would then be overtaken himself again – so he bided his time, waiting for 
John Cooper’s signal that they could race to the finish – the signal never came. Blydenstein 

Bill Blydenstein on the top step for the Cooper Car Co first 
International win, Lucien Bianchi to his right, looking a bit bemused

sensing the last lap must be near (as John 
Cooper continued to avert his gaze) caught 
the eye of his pit crew who did indeed ‘give 
him the signal’. 

With that, on the sweeping downhill 
section, he pulled out and passed Bianchi 
and was now 30 yards down the road, 
much to Bianchi’s amazement. Into the 
bends and the finish line, Bianchi was 
unable to respond, despite his best efforts 
to get into Blydenstein’s slip stream and 
he won by 10 yards and so the coveted 
first International win for the Works Mini 
Cooper went to Bill Blydenstein. Much 
as John Cooper would have preferred his 
star driver to have won, with Love and 
Whitmore having finished first and second 
at Snetterton the previous day, it had 
indeed been a very successful weekend for 
the green and white cars.

Robert Young
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Aging tyres and safety 

A couple of years ago in 2016, I wrote four articles on tyre ageing 
and the problems of running classic cars on old tyres that were 
relatively unworn. In those articles I wrote to the Department of 
Transport, my MP and tyre manufacturers. The only legislation 
currently enforce in the UK is a recommendation that Public 
Service Vehicles (PSV) have tyres less than 10 years old on the front 
driving wheels. 

This legislation was brought in following Richard Travers Surrey 
Coroner’s report on the Hindhead bus crash of September 2012 
where 3 passengers lost their lives when a 19 year old front bus 
tyre failed coming out of the Hindhead tunnel and the bus crashed 
into a tree.

I wrote to the Department of Transport who were not interested in 
further legislation on the matter at the time, due they said, to the low 
number of tyre failure related accidents. However, some users, such 
as the Caravan Club, have been aware of the ageing tyre problem 
and recommend a tyre life of only 5 years.

However, the Department of Transport have changed their mind 
about old tyres. After a six year campaign by a parent whose child 
was killed in the Hindhead bus crash, Roads Minister, Jesse Norman, 
announced a publicly-funded study, the first of its kind to be 
conducted by the Transport Research Laboratory at Crowthorne, to 
provide ‘a fuller picture of the safety of tyres as they get older.’

Confined initially for buses and coaches – which have a legal 
minimum tread depth requirement of 1mm compared to the 1.6mm 
expected of cars – the 12-month survey could have long-lasting 
consequences on the historic vehicle movement as any findings will 
read across to other vehicles.

I'm grateful to Lorraine Hampson for bringing this important 
announcement to my attention. I have long had the opinion that 
old tyres on classic cars, motorbikes, caravans etc, are a hidden 
danger often neglected by the classic vehicle owner. In general 
terms, tyres are good for the first 5 years of their life and they 
progressively deteriorate until, by the time they are 10 years old, 
they should be replaced, even if they look good and the tread is 
little worn.

If any member would like a copy of my 2012 tyre articles please mail 
me at r.pengelly44@btinternet.com.
 
Richard Pengelly

LETTERS
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I got wind that there was an All British 
Day taking place just a week before it 

was scheduled to happen on 29th April 
2018. Given it was only 15 minutes from 
home, it was a fairly easy decision to go 
and have a little sticky beak… 

The event was the initiative of a fairly 
new club devoted to bringing together 
all the BMC/Leyland marques under 
one umbrella, so aptly it’s called the 
BMC-Leyland Car Club based here in 
the state of Victoria. Of course like 
the UK, Australia has been a hive of 
activity for various marque specific clubs 
over a very long time, with just about 
every conceivable brand that at some 
stage fell within the once giant BMC/
Leyland Corporation having dedicated 
enthusiasts forming their own clubs. 
So, unsurprisingly, many of the cars 
set amongst the event’s display cars 
had DNA relating back to Longbridge, 
Cowley, Abingdon and around Coventry. 
However, many had come via Zetland in 
Sydney where BMC set up camp during 
the 1950s in Australia. 

The display also catered for BMC’s 
competitors with English heritage so, 
set amongst the gathering were, various 
Rootes Group products from Hillman 
and Sunbeam, including Alpines and 
Tigers. There was also a Morgan and a 
TVR 3000S that are rare cars on these 
shores. I spotted some Ford Cortinas 
that, like the Mini, were a popular model 
built and sold in Australia, although the 
one that took my eye was never built 
here given it was a Lotus Cortina in 
Mk2 guise. The particular car on display 
had spent its first 40 years driving the 
roads of Scotland and England before it 
was shipped to Australia in 2010. I must 
confess I have a bit of a thing for the 
LC in Mk1 form (developed from early 
childhood experiences). But, like the 
old supply and demand (and investors) 
pricing problem, ‘our’ Mini Coopers 
now command, all the would-be Jim 
Clarks and John Whimores are prepared 
to pay even more pounds or dollars for 
a ‘Cortina developed by Lotus’. Well 
originally at least, because, like our Mini 
Coopers, there have been quite a few 
developed by ‘Fred in his back garden 
shed’ too! 

At the All British Day there was a large 
contingent of sporting Triumphs with 
TRs, Stags and Dolomite Sprints making 
up the majority - the last mentioned 
giving me reminders of my personal 
experience with one in the late 80s. The 
Sprint was an itch that had begun when 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

A pair of far more spritely Austin A30s. The black example fitted with a 45DCOE Weber 
carburettor and rollcage

The barn find craze continues. Both these lowlight Minor and A40 are 70 years old this year and 
it’s been some time since they’ve seen some TLC
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they were new to Australia in the mid 
70s and I was an impressionable car-mad 
kid. All the Australian delivered cars were 
yellow, but my memory is still tainted to 
this day for the money pit it was. 

From within the BMC ranks there was 
a healthy display of the 1950s and early 
60s range of saloons from Austin, Morris, 
Wolseley, Riley and even MG – Minors, 
A30s, Farinas and the like. These are all 
representatives of the popularity BMC 
products had in this country at the time 
when not everyone wanted to march to 
the Holden beat. 

There were probably around 15 each 
of Minis and Mokes on display, making 
for an eclectic range of cars with 
around six cars being one model Mini 
Cooper/S or other. Some had tweaks 
and modifications their owners have 
applied to give their personal touch. 
That, of course, has been going for 
decades now since Issi’s creation hit 
the roads. Rarer still, are cars that 
these days are getting termed ‘survivor’ 
cars, often maintained but still largely 
original. As the years tick by the ranks 
get thinner, particularly if someone 
decides it’s time to restore. I have to 
admit there was one such very early 
Australian-built Cooper S on display that 
had fallen into that very scenario. It was 
an early 1966 car built within the first 
460 run down the production line at 
Zetland. I first spotted this car at a Mini 
event in November 2013 when it was 
wearing its (then) near 48 years very 
well. It was for sale at the time for what 
was a reasonable Aus$33k, if memory 
serves. The mechanicals had, at that 
point, recently been rebuilt and finished 
off incorrectly for an Australian Cooper 
S in the UK shade BMC green, rather 
than BMC Australia’s Metallic green. 
However, apart from that and some 
ageing paint blemishes, overall it was 
very much a car that hadn’t been messed 

A pair of Australian Mini vans, now getting very rare to find. The ‘Burgundy Red’ example shows the pigment problem this 
colour created in Australian conditions

The former Scottish and English domiciled Lotus Cortina Mk2

The nicely maintained early Australian Cooper S in ‘New British Racing Green’ with 
‘Toga White’ roof back in November 2013



32 | www.minicooper.org

The same Cooper S in 2018

The equivalent to a 1275GT in Australia was known as the ‘Clubman GT’ and much rarer than a Cooper S in Australia. Here wearing one of 
Leyland’s vibrant early 1970s colours known as ‘Cadiz’ with the factory stripes and nudge bar

with or neglected and still presented 
very nicely. Roll on to 2018 and the car 
had clearly found a new home, and, 
upon viewing, I was disappointed as 
it had joined the ranks of yet another 
restored Cooper S. Indeed, I have no 
control of what owners do to their cars, 
but this example deserved conserving 
for what it was. 

An explanation on Australian car 
registration: a lot of the cars in the photos 
have Club Permit Scheme ‘xxxxx - H’ 
number plates. This is a concessional 
registration scheme used in Victoria and 
indeed in some form or other in most 
of Australia, for approved Car Club 
member’s vehicles that are 25 years or 
older. You can decide between 45 or 
90 days use per annum and the logbook 
issued by VicRoads must be signed and 
dated for each use, even for a drive 
around the block. The annual fee is 
substantially cheaper than full Victorian 
registration, now being around Aus$850 
per vehicle per annum. The downside 
is the vehicle’s original identifying 
registration is lost (if indeed it still carries 
it) and the CPS plates are not transferrable 
from one owner to the next. 

Stephen Dalton
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TECHNICAL TOPICS −

During the late 1960s and early 70s, motor vehicles were subject 
to ever tightening regulations for safety and emissions. Since 1972 

all vehicles have had to be tested to meet Pass by noise regulations. 
These specify the maximum noise a vehicle can produce out on the 
street. The levels are set dependent on which homologation class the 
vehicle falls into and are specified in the requisite EEC Regulation, ISO 
362 and EEC R41/42. Image 1 below, shows the different classes and 
Image 2 the levels.

Preparation for the test requires 
the vehicle be fitted with a calibrated tachometer and the 
speedometer calibrated by timing the vehicle between marker 
posts on the test track. The test is carried out in 2nd and 3rd gear 
at 3/4 max power rpm or 50kph, whichever is lower and it is these 
figures that are checked with the instruments. There are various 

concessions for vehicles with strong acceleration and greater 
than 5 gears. On an automatic, kickdown would be disabled to 
allow the vehicle to be held in gear. A special track is used, see 
Image 3, laid out as detailed in ISO10844. The vehicle would be 
checked to ensure it is to production specification as detailed in the 
homologation paperwork. Finally, the fluid levels and tyre pressures 
would be checked too.

Testing
Once the vehicle is warm, it is driven on the centre line of the track 
and as the front of the vehicle crosses line A-A, the accelerator is 
floored. As the back of the vehicle crosses line B-B, the accelerator 
is released. The sound level meters are set to record peak levels 
and these are what are recorded. Three runs are carried out in each 
direction and an average taken. Peak level is generally recorded on 
lift off.

Development
The picture above shows the various noise sources from a vehicle. The 
development required to get a vehicle to these levels can be extensive 
as even 0.5dB(a) can be make or break. This is part of the reason the 
Mini gained a front radiator and electric fan.

In order to facilitate this, manufacturers use a system that records sound 
levels against engine speed, track position and vehicle speed.

The test set up we used consisted of a radar gun, calibrated 
tachometer, microphones, receiver, transmitter, weather station 
and a computer.

The tachometer and transmitter were placed in the car, microphones in 
the STD position, radar pointing at the car, weather station and aerial at 
the side of the track. See Image 4.

By Rob Glenister
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Pass by noise testing

Image 1

Image 2

Image 3 Image 4
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The test would be carried out as normal and, all being well, the 
computer would produce a graph consisting of sound level and 
position, vehicle speed and engine rpm. See Image 5.

Unfortunately, this was a very frustrating test as it was weather 
dependent, and took nearly an hour to set up and the data 
transmission was very unreliable. 

If successful, the data could be used to determine what was creating 
the guilty noise level and steps taken to rectify it. This could be an 
engine cover or underskirts at one end to a redesigned exhaust at 
the other.

As has been highlighted in the press recently, many homologation 
tests are unrealistic in the real world. Image 6 shows revised 
categories and permitted levels proposed for the future.

As I said at the beginning, I have been out of testing for a while 
and, whilst researching this article I found that, currently, extensive 
talks are taking place on developing a more realistic procedure 
which also allows indoor testing. I wish this could have been the 
case when I was testing as we lost a lot of testing time due to the 
weather. Development of GPS must make development a lot easier. 
Our equipment was very basic and we had a lot of trouble actually 
getting a reading!

I hope this article has been of interest and shows to what extent 
manufacturers have to test their cars.

Rob Glenister

Useful Links
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/
TXT/?uri=CELEX:42011X0428(02)
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#iso:std:iso:362:-1:ed-2:v2:en
https://www.vboxautomotive.co.uk/index.php/en/applications/
performance-testing/pass-by-noise#test-equipment
https://www.bksv.com/en/Applications/product-noise/Vehicle-pass-
by-noise
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#iso:std:iso:10844:ed-3:v1:en

Image 5

Image 6
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Mini Cooper Crew Wows the Crowds at Clacton
By Peter Horsburgh

The first ever closed public road tarmac special stage rally in England, 
the ‘Corbeau Seats Rally’ took place on Sunday 22nd April in 

glorious sunshine at Clacton.

Chelmsford Motor Club with the support of Tendring and Clacton 
council organised a 45 mile stage rally, and which attracted 110 
rally crews from around the country to compete on this historic 
occasion. The start and service area for the cars was based on the 
Western Esplanade in Clacton and it was estimated that 10,000 
people watched the event around the route and at the spectator 
points on the stages.

As the only Mini on the rally, Bob Ward and I witnessed the most 
cheering and waving we have seen, from spectators who lined the link 
sections at the side of the roads between the stages. They were in 
place from 9:00am and throughout the day until our 3rd run through 
each of the 5 stages at around 5pm. The Mini Spares Cooper S ran 
faultlessly apart from a bit of clutch adjustment needed to improve 
gear selection.

The roads on the stages were narrow and twisty in places with a 
number of tight hairpins and artificial chicanes strategically placed to 
challenge the drivers.
 
Back in the service area we were constantly in demand for pictures 
of the car, especially with children in the driver’s seat and we were 
only too happy to oblige. If Spencer, who was doing the mechanical 
work, had a pound for every member of the public who said “I 
used to have one of these”, he would be well in pocket at the end 
of the day.

The majority of the cars were modern with the winning Subaru 
Impreza S12B of Melvyn Evans, a great example of the best of 
today’s rally cars. However, although the honour of the oldest car 
went to Bob Beales’ 1958 VW Beetle, we took the oldest car and 
crew combination totalling 189 years! and an excellent finish of 
56th overall.

Such was the success and popularity of the event, which ran without 
a hitch all day, that it will hopefully gradually pave the way for many 
more similar events in the future.

Finally, a big thanks to the boys from Corbeau who got me through 
scrutineering with a new set of excellent Luke seat belts and Andy 
Manston at M&H Photography for the photos.

Peter Horsburgh

Hundreds of spectator’s cars at the 
vantage point on Ship Hill, Bradfield

Pressing on through the closed country lanes of Clacton

Negotiating one of several tight hairpin bends on the rally

It also included a short dusty gravel section through a farm

Our car attracted much attention from young and old alike
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Prescott Hill Climb - 1st Meeting 28th/29th April
By Cliff Porter 

Andy Clarke is a regular competitor at Prescott Hill Climb and 
has spent a couple of years creating another Mini for the 2018 

season. Some of you may recall that his previous mount was a 
Mini Countryman.

His new car has been built from an old shell by Neal Goldspring 
who created the painted rolling shell. It is painted in Brooklands 
green with a white roof and stripes on the bonnet for a period 
touch. Andy then fitted it out, but with Southams Min Centre doing 
the engine work. 

What’s under the bonnet you may ask? It has a 1430cc A series 
engine built by running split 45 Webers and a scatter cam. It also 
sports a Maniflow single exhaust system. When Andy and his son 
Matt took their cars to Southam’ rolling road, Andy’s was 20 bhp 
less than Matt’s car.

The interior is just what you would expect of a competition car used 
for hill climbing, with essential safety equipment and the minimum 
instrumentation and switches that are required. The boot houses a 5 
litre tank vented through the existing filler cap and the wheels are shod 
with Avon tyres.

So how did Andy do at Prescott? It was damp on practice day and I 
was not there on race day but have been able find the results along 
with Matt’s and Julian Harber’s.

Here are the results:

Andy Clarke 57.79s (1430cc Mini)
Matt Clarke 51.62s  (1460cc Mini)
Julian Harber 55.26s (1340cc Clubman)

I have also included an image of Peter James’ John Cooper MINI GP 
which was competing in the BOC Newbarn Landrover Specialists B 
Licence Championship. His time was 63.79s.

Cliff Porter

Photos by Cliff Porter
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Andy Clarke 1st practice run

Matt Clake 1st practice run
John Cooper GP 
– BOC Nat B

Split 45 Webers on Andy’s car

Vented 5 litre internal tank



HRCR Mini Sport Cup
By Cara Jackson 

COMPETITION

Dixies Historic Challenge 2nd Round Review

Sunday marked the second round of the 2018 HRCR Mini Sport Cup, 
with the Dixies Historic Challenge organised by Forresters Car Club.

Once again, returning to the challenging and demanding roads of the 
Epynt Military Ranges, we had an impressive 25 Minis registered to 
compete on the day... a strong turnout following on from the issues 
many crews experienced during the first round at the AGBO!

These notoriously gruelling military roads certainly took a few victims 
early on starting with Peter Ellerby/Ben Anderson who had the 
unfortunate accolade of being the first crew to retire, troubled with 
problems including losing 1st and 2nd gear half way round Stage 2!

It was also a true bout of bad luck for both Clive King/Anton Bird and 
Colin McDowell/Brynmore Pierce with the two of the usually strong, 
front-running crews both being forced to retire with mechanical issues. 
Colin and Brynmore were pushing Ray and Jared very hard in the first 
few stages with mere seconds between them, and Clive and Anton 
were a massive 8 seconds quicker than their stage times from 2017 
- lying in 2nd o/a before the issues struck. Clive went on to say that, 
“It's a shame that we had the problem but Mini Sport are pushing the 
extremes with the engine. We had an issue but, rather than blow it up, 
we retired to have a look and get ready for the next round!”

Paul Price/Tom Bishop retired after Stage 5 having blown the head gasket 
and Shane Gamble/Bob Ward unluckily had a drive shaft fail on Stage 
3 resulting in Shane and Bob having to limp their Mini out of the stage. 
Shane and Bob managed to continue for another four stages though, 
before retiring at the last service with clutch release bearing issues.

But the bad luck didn't stop there as Stephen Robinson/Daniel Nieroda 
were well on their way to placing 3rd in MC4 on their first time out on 
Epynt before this was all taken away with gearbox trouble.

Now on to the Mini crews who didn't suffer as much with the bite of 
the ranges. Craig King/Clare Bird (son and daughter of Clive and Anton) 

teamed up for the first time in the Championship for Dixies. Despite 
having a few niggles, and a worsening misfire throughout the day, Craig 
and Clare won Cat 3, placing 13th o/a in the Cup.

Team Mini Sport's newcomers to Epynt, John Cressey/Martin Cressey 
were setting consistently quick times all day. It was only an unfortunate 
incident on Stage 3 and the presence of local livestock on Stage 4 that 
ultimately kept them from a Class result. However, being only John's 
second time out in the Mini, it was a great opportunity for more seat 
time and to learn more about the car and John commented, “We played 
around with the settings and got the car more to my liking, culminating 
in us being the fastest Mini on the last stage, which certainly bodes well 
for future events!”

Junior Mini Sport Cup competitor Jack Hartley/Gary Dawes had a 
successful second round, once again knocking plenty off their original 
seeding to finish 2nd MC1 and 1st Junior – and upsetting a few crews in 
more powerful cars! Kev Haworth of Racing Ahead Media will hopefully 
manage to get a little more from Jack in the next live feed... our junior 
competitor had a little stage fright!

Fellow Mini Sport sponsored crew Louise Thomas/Heidi Woodcock, AKA 
the Mini Girls Rally Team, said they had a “great event, and we changed from 
descriptive notes to numbers. Although it took two stages to adjust to them, 
it worked well and we will be sticking with them! The Mini was fantastic with 
no issues apart from a couple of close encounters with chicanes but we just 
breathed in! Lewis, our new team member from Mini Sport, kept the Mini 
shining all day. And as always the camaraderie was like nothing else! Fantastic! 
We did nothing but smile and laugh from start to finish. Heidi did a top job as 
always, helping me to build confidence and supplying me with Fruit Pastels!” 
Luckily the girls managed to go around the hay bales this time and not 
through them... so no Mini damage unlike at the AGBO!

Congratulations go to Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill who had another 
flawless run, dominating the Mini crews once again to place 1st MC2 
and 1st o/a! Jared added that the rally “went OK for us, [with Clive and 
Colin retiring] so we weren't under pressure on the last few stages.” 
Ray and Jared also made the gamble of playing their ‘Joker Card’, which 
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Andy Walkingshaw/Lewis Griffiths having 
their Mini’s exhaust re attached!
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luckily paid off, meaning the Irish crew received 1.5x points for Dixies, 
claiming the lead on the points table for the Championship!

Ian Clare/Antony Elkes had another great performance with the car 
running faultlessly and Anthony added that, “the biggest moment we 
had was going very sideways over the finish of the last stage, a great 
way of finishing in style and made us chuckle but almost went very 
wrong!” They finished 1st MC4 and 2nd o/a!

Stephen Brown/Paul Stringer had a great first event having not spent 
any time in the car previously and Stephen worked on adapting a driving 
style that’s usually tailored towards a Micra, placing 2nd
MC4 and 7th o/a, a massive 27 spots above seeding - a great and 
confident start to the Championship with Stephen and Paul also playing 
their Joker card for 1.5 x points. Stephen, obviously delighted with 
those results had this to say, “We had a great day and the Mini Sport 
Cup is a great Championship to be involved in!”

A fantastic result also for Andy Walkingshaw/Lewis Griffiths who 
unfortunately suffered when the exhaust dropped off their Mini! 
Thankfully, with the help of Jeff Robinson (who was servicing for Colin 
and Brynmore - not competing in this round) and Mini Sport’s Rob 
Eastwood, this issue was soon solved, getting Andy and Lewis back out 
and all the way up to 2nd in MC2 and 3rd o/a. This is Andy and Lewis’ 
first Class result, and best result ever!

Eric Davis/Russell Joseph finally got their first taste of the 2018 
Championship after being forced to retire at the AGBO with electronic 
issues before the start of Stage 1. Eric and Russell battled it out, despite 
a split oil cooler on Stage 2 and continuing with very little oil pressure, 
setting strong stage times in their Clubman and placed 1st MC3 and 4th 
o/a - a great result!

Congratulations are also in order for Mini crew Ryan Taylor/Hollie 
Churchill, who will certainly be remembering Dixies as a stand out rally 
for 2018, and not because of their snapped drive shaft... Ryan popped 
the question to his navigator Hollie, and she said “YES!”

The 2018 Mini Sport Cup has also seen the launch of the ‘Team Award’, 
allowing crews to team up into pairs in aid of raising funds for Marie 
Curie UK. Entries in the team award dramatically increased for Dixies 
with 16 crews entered! It was quite the surprise for Andy Walkingshaw/
Lewis Griffiths and Ken Pryce/Don James - whose combined 2nd in 
MC2 and 1st in MC1 clinched the victory... Could they be the team to 
beat for future rounds? Only time will tell...

Cara Jackson

Mini Sport Cup 1st Round Overall Results:
1st – Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill
2nd –Ian Clare/Anthony Elkes
3rd – Andy Walkingshaw/Lewis Griffiths

Mini Sport Cup 1st Round Class Results:
MC1
1st – Ken Pryce/Don James
2nd – Jack Hartley/Gary Dawes

MC2
1st – Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill
2nd –Andy Walkingshaw/Lewis Griffiths
3rd – Jim Brindle/Sam Bould

MC3
1st – Eric Davis/Russell Joseph

MC4
1st – Ian Clare/Anthony Elkes
2nd – Stephen Brown/Paul
3rd – Nigel Hart/Shaun Lovegrove

Team Award
Andy Walkingshaw/Lewis Griffiths and Ken Pryce/Don James
Full results from Dixies Historic Challenge can be found on the 
Forresters Car Club’s website. 
For more information on the Mini Sport Cup, please see our  
Facebook page. 

Ryan Taylor and Hollie Churchill now engaged!
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MINI CHALLENGE - Oulton Park 31st March 2018
By David Young

Qualifying JCW - 

The opening of this year's MINI CHALLENGE was held as part of the 
British GT event at Oulton Park on the International Circuit. Lots 

of teams and new drivers had been testing over the last few days to 
ensure they could hit the track with a good set up when the green lights 
came on at 2.15 in the afternoon.

With 30 cars on the narrow track, traffic was always going to be an 
issue. The cars were all lined up in the paddock raring to go. A banker 
lap was needed from the word go.

A few stops and starts, waved yellows, and a red flag was the order of 
the day. But the biggest surprise was new boy Jordan Collard, superbly 
taught by his father (Rob of BTCC fame), who claimed pole on his last 
lap. He obviously listened! Ant Whorton-Eales was in P2, followed by 
Nathan Harrison in P3, Paul O’Neill in P4, and David Robinson finished 
in P5. Matt Neal was down in P20 behind both of his sons, Henry in 
P14 and Will in P19. We now had to wait until Monday for the two 
planned races. Oulton Park is not allowed to run on Sundays apart from 
a few exceptions - Gold Cup, BTCC, BSB etc.
 
Race 1

Weather: rain/wet

The programme said the MINI CHALLENGE race 1 was supposed to 
start at 10.25am, but rain, red flags, etc. slowed things down a bit and it 
was just before 11.00am that the cars were allowed on the circuit for an 
11.10am start. The rain had been falling and the air was cool, however at 
10.45am the rain had stopped and the circuit began to show a dry line, 

but not dry enough for slicks. The Clerk of the course made a very wise 
decision and gave instructions that the start would be behind the safety 
car with two green flag laps. The first issue was Matt Neal pulling into the 
pits: he could not see out of the windscreen, which was totally misted 
up. He did a few more laps and called it a day. Jordan Collard had a great 
start from pole and stayed in front for the first 3 laps. It was the battle 
going on behind him that was great to see. Ant Worton-Eales and Nathan 
Harrison were locked in a tight battle, and Paul O’Neill joined in with 
them as they tackled Jordan. Unfortunately, James Loukes had a trip to 

Nathan Harrison leading Paul O’Neill and others at Deer Leap

Rob Smith waiting at the front to begin qualifying 

Nathan Harrison keeping Ant Whorton-Eales at bay at Hislops

James King leading Lawerence Davey around Hislops 
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the Kitty litter causing waved yellows to be deployed. The field was able 
to bunch up until they went green. With that in mind, Nathan Harrison 
got the jump he needed to get past Ant for the lead. He stayed in front 
for the rest of the race to take the chequered flag. The result was P1 for 
Nathan, P2 for Ant, P3 for Jordan and P4 for Paul O’Neill.

After the podium celebrations, the stewards gave Nathan a 30-second 
penalty in lieu of a drive-through penalty, for failure to comply with 
yellow flag signals. This is still subject to an appeal with the MSA and I 
will leave it there. An interesting grid for Race 2!

Race 2

Weather: rain/wet

Race 2 was due to run at 16.40pm but the circuit was like a stream 
with standing water in lots of places. The British GT races were put on 
hold, they then did a few exploring laps behind the safety car and the 
Steward decided, wisely, to call racing off for the rest of the day. I think 
everyone expected that decision but had to wait until 17.00pm to be 
told officially. 

The organisers will try and reschedule the missing race with the 
correct grid positions at a later date, but, at the time of writing, no 
announcement had been made.

MINI CHALLENGE - Donington Park - 14th April 2018

Qualifying Cooper S and Cooper Pro/Am

Weather: cloudy/dry

A combined qualifying session was held, with the Coopers and the 
Cooper Ss all hitting the track early on Saturday morning. 36 MINIs 
circulated in a 15-minute session. Cars were starting to queue before 
the start to ensure a clear track, which seemed like a great idea! The 
fast experienced Cooper S cars mixing it with young novice drivers in 
Cooper Am cars was certainly a spectacle to see. An early leader in 
the S class was Stuart Lane. He stayed at the top of the times for most 
of the session, up until Jono Davis pipped him with a margin of 0.067 

and a lap time of 1:22.014. Tim Bill was in 3rd place until he was taken 
to Stewards and handed an 8 place grid penalty. Will Fairclough, on his 
racing debut, was elevated to 3rd with 1:23.975.

In the Cooper Pro Class, Kyle Reid was showing his Scottish experience 
and was in among the Cooper S cars from early on with a time of 
1:25.87. Simon Walton was chasing, followed by Ethan Pitt and all 
beating six S Class cars!

In the Am Class, Alex Nevill was the star and claimed pole position with 
1:28.862, Andy Godfrey was close behind in P2 with Neal Clarke in P3. 
Gary Papworth only managed one timed lap with two excursions into 
the grass, resulting in a damaged water hose and lots of steam. A visit to 
the Excelr8 pits was his next stop. Most of the cars managed 10 laps in 
the 15-minute session, with the Rookies learning their cars, circuit and 
tyres managing 7 or 8 laps.

Qualifying Positions

Cooper S Cooper Pro Cooper Am

Jono Davis Kyle Reid Alex Nevill

Stuart Lane Simon Walton Andy Godfrey

Will Fairclough Ethan Pitt Neal Clarke

Cooper Pro/Am Race 1

Weather: cloudy/dry

With a nearly full grid of R50 MINIs, this was a great sight to see. Kyle 
Reid pulled away from the grid with Simon Walton and Ethan Pitt close 
behind. They stayed this way until the chequered flag. A race within a 
race and great to watch. These three were in a class of their own. 

In the Am class, starting behind the Pro Class, Alex Nevill, Andy Godfrey, 
Neal Clarke and Adrian Norman did much the same in pulling away from 
the rest of the grid. Martin Poole had car issues and pulled into the pits 
on the 3rd lap, with the rest of the field continuing on their way learning 
about the grip of Slicks in the Pro Class and just staying out of trouble in 

Alan Lee and Oli O’Neill going onto the Wheatcroft Straight 
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A great start by Kyle Reid saw him push through the grid to the front on 
the 2nd lap while Toby Goodman was hanging onto his second place. On 
the 5th lap Ethan Pitt squeezed into 2nd place overtaking Toby and they 
stayed this way until the chequered flag. Robbie Daglish, Simon Walton 
and Jacob Andrews were having a great race, with Robbie betting Simon 
to the flag. Meanwhile, the Am class was shaping up to a great race 
with Andy Godfrey and Neil Clarke having a ‘ding dong’ battle which 
eventually took them both out on the 5th lap, leaving Gary Papworth 
to inherit P2 and Adrian Norman P3. You have most certainly ‘got to be 
in it to win it’! Simon Walton and Alex Nevill both achieved the fastest 
laps. What a great start to the season it was, with Kyle Reid taking both 
wins. Gary Papworth had a P5 from the back of the grid in Race 1 and 
a P2 in Race 2 after having qualifying issues with his car. Wai Kong Yau, 
making his debut in a Swan flight car, showed he is no pushover. Lydia 
Walmsley on her debut managed P10. Rory Cuff had a few moments at 
Roberts, showering photographers in stones, but all in all a great start to 
the season by everyone. Onwards and upwards we go to the Snetterton 
MINI Festival on 12th-13th May with three races.

Results Race 2

Cooper Pro Cooper Am

P1: Kyle Reid Alex Nevill

P2: Ethan Pitt Gary Papworth

P3: Toby Goodman Adrian Norman

COMPETITION

the Am Class. Only three Am cars were lapped. Stuart McLaren, new to 
the Pro Class, was handed a 5-second penalty for exceeding track limits. 
Both Kyle Reid and Alex Nevill took the fastest lap in their respective 
classes. Lots of racing was going on behind the leaders with loads of 
overtaking and out-braking each other, which was great to watch. A few 
excursions to the grass were inevitable! The infield was very muddy and 
made rejoining the field a task in its self, and even harder on slick tyres.

Results Race 1

Cooper Pro Cooper Am

P1: Kyle Reid Alex Nevill

P2: Simon Walton Andy Godfrey

P3: Ethan Pitt Neal Clarke

Cooper Pro/Am Race 2

Weather: cloudy/dry

The reverse grid for the first five places gave Toby Goodman and Gary 
Papworth pole position in their classes. With the late afternoon start and 
the setting sun playing its part in the race, this spiced things up a bit too.

1st, 2nd and 3rd Cars in the first race

Andy Godfrey and his mechanic sharing the P2 trophy

Richard Newman and James Goodall at Redgate 
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Cooper S Race 1

Weather: bright/dry

With 12 starters and Jono Davis on Pole alongside Stuart Lane, 
some great racing was promised. At the start, Jono had a poor 
start and allowed Stuart to lead initially, then Jono took off like a 
‘bat out hell’, shot into P1 and stayed there for most of the race. 
On the penultimate lap, with a 4-second lead, it all went bang with 
engine failure at the Craner Curves. The racing was over for Jono. 
Will Fairclough in his R56 had squeezed past Stuart and now had 
P1 for his ‘fairy tale’ race weekend: first race and first win! Stuart 
was trying so hard to pass but just did not manage to catch him; the 
extra power he had and ballast weighing him down made the car a 
handful. Rob Austin had a steady race and finished in P3. Next up 
was Chloe Hewitt, having an amazing race, full of confidence, and 
she was on fire to take her to P4. Tim Bill had car issues, losing his 
supercharger belt and the car getting hot so he had a DNF, and Alan 
Lee retired on the 5th lap. At the finish, it was a 1,2,3 for Aaron 
Reeve Motorsport and the 3 R56s.

Race 1 Result

P1: Will Fairclough
P2: Stuart Lane
P3: Rob Austin

Cooper S Race 2

Weather: cloudy/dry

With both Jono Davies and Alan Lee non-starters, it was down to 10 
cars for the second race. With the reverse grid, Kevin Owen was on 
pole position alongside Andy Montgomery. It was a great race with Rob 
Austin jumping from P4 to P1 on the first lap and he was determined 
and smart enough to stay there until the chequered flag. Kevin Owen 
slotted in behind Rob and threatened to take the race to him a number 
of times, but just did not have the pace. Andy Montgomery and Chloe 
Hewitt were having a great race for 3rd and 4th, so much so that they 
both went off at Roberts and let the places go to Will Fairclough and 
Tim Bill -Tim who had started at the back could not believe his luck. 
Andy Montgomery and Chloe Hewitt managed to recover and finished 
5th and 6th respectively. Stuart Lane had gear selector issues and 
called it a day after the 7th lap. Kevin Owen had the fastest lap and Will 
Fairclough had another trip to the podium at the end of a great debut 
weekend. Roll on Snetterton and the MINI Festival. It was great to see 
Kevin Owen in his Excelr8 run R56 get a podium for the first time - the 
first of many?

Race 2 Result

P1: Rob Austin
P2: Kevin Owen
P3: Will Fairclough.

David Young

Kyle Reid at Roberts on his way to 2 wins out of 2 races

Will Fairclough great weekend 1st and 3rd on his debut! 

Rob Austin and Kevin Owen racing towards the chequered flag in Race 

COMPETITION
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JBL 493D

I had an email recently from Asko 
Lindstedt in Finland who was Hannu 
Lindstedt’s brother and, who before 
his untimely death, owned CRX91B, 
before the car passed to Asko. Asko 
has kindly filled me in on a bit more 
information on JBL 493D. Asko and 
Hannua had known about the car 
whilst it was in Finland before John 
Adair brought back it here which, as 
we know, eventually ended up with 
BMW. The car had sat at their house 
for ten years before it came back to 
the UK - and was, it would seem, 

bought from under their very noses.

The car was owned by two of their friends in Turku who, in 1970 
whilst working in Sweden, found JBL 493D languishing in the corner 
of a car dealer’s lot when they were trying to buy a Porsche 911. 
They, fortunately for them, recognised the car as a Works Mini and 
so bought the car. Quite why it was even in Sweden was never really 
explained, nor followed up, but there it was, JBL 493D tired and 
dishevelled in all its battered glory. 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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JBL was often stored in Lindstedt’s garage, at that time, as the 
two owners had little money to renovate it or do anything with 
the car. The car was then relatively tidy but had already lost its 
Halda and Heuer watches but most else remained. The trouble 
was the car had had rough treatment and continued to be driven 
hard whenever it was taken out. The mechanical side of the car 
was starting to suffer and in one mad moment, the fitting of a 
Reece Fish carburettor resulted in the melting of a piston thereby 
resulting in damaging the cylinder head (which Asko tells me he 
still has). This saw the effective end for JBL 493D and it was put 
under wraps and it just sat there.

It became obvious to Hannu and Asko that the car was now in need 
of some serious ‘tender loving care’ but the two owners were just 
not interested in spending much money. However, some temporary 
stop gap measures were instigated and it was repainted but very 
badly and in the wrong red! By now the car was re-registered in 
Finland as TEX-493 because it was planned to use the car once more, 
but it was in fact seldom used.

At about this time Hannu Lindstedt decided that he should try 
and buy the car and do right by it, before the car got any worse. 
Initially, after some negotiations, the owners decided to hang onto 
the car and JBL again languished in Hannu’s garage under wraps. 
However, later negotiations were re-opened and Hannu got a 
promise from the two owners that he could start restoring the JBL 
and the purchase of it could be negotiated later. Unfortunately, 
neither Hannu nor Asko were aware that negotiations were 

JBL 493D being prepared for one of its blow-overs

Without doubt everything is there – except the engine. Note the 
lovely wiring harness at the side of the picture

4 The steering wheel had gone along with the clocks and Halda but 
the rest, just lovely!

JBL’s unmistakable registration number still on the bonnet
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already on going with John Adair in the UK. The owners took 
the car away, ostensibly to get it painted again and neither Hannu 
nor Asko ever saw the car again. They were also horrified at the 
poor deal that the owners had accepted, which (as the story goes) 
consisted of two rather tired 1970s Rover 3.5L saloon cars and a 
cash balance. 

The rest of the story we know. John Adair brought the car back 
to the UK and did a splendid job in sympathetically restoring 
the car, keeping almost everything from the original car. When 
I saw it for the first time it was superb and looked just like a 
well used and well cared for Works rally car. Of course, we 
know that BMW came knocking and purchased the car. They 
decided to use the car rather than keep it in moth balls. But as 
a result it sadly suffered some mechanical damage and is still, 
as I understand it, under their specialist care being repaired. 
Hopefully, if I ever get back to Munich and get invited to their 
Classic Car Museum, I might yet get to see this fabulous and 
very original car once more. 

London to Sydney 50 - Gaydon 

Just a reminder that Works cars or Works replicas are being 
sought to display for the forthcoming London to Sydney 50 event 
to be held on the 29th July. This will be a celebration of all cars 
that were associated with the various marathon events that once 
took place, and in particular, the London to Sydney Marathon 
which was held 50 years ago this year. It will also encompass cars 
from the World Cup Rally and should be a good event. It is hoped 
to attract many of the surviving cars from that era along with 
many of those who took part. Held in Gaydon at the British Motor 
Museum, we have an area set aside for our display. If you would 
like to be part of that do contact David Scothorn [davidscothorn@
outlook.com]and he will do the rest.

Insurance Values

I have over the last few weeks had several requests from members of 
this Register to re-do their agreed valuation for their cars. I am always 
happy to do this, as indeed should all Registrars. This is a timely reminder 
to make sure that you are not under insured. Many of us have had these 
cars for a long period of time and since then values have continued 
to rise ever upwards. Whilst the car may be worth to you a sensible 
sum - should it need to be replaced - I’d suggest many would struggle 
to obtain a similar car at their present agreed value. Having spoken to 
Carole Nash recently, they do tell me that although the value of the car 
is a consideration with the premium that they quote, it does not make 
a significant difference. They would rather you had the car insured for 
its correct 'Replacement' value than be left under insured. This I think is 
the acid test. Should your car be a total loss, could it be replaced for the 
sum that you have it insured for? Agreed Valuation Insurance is there to 
protect you and you should take advantage of that facility. So do, come 
your renewal, or before, have a look at what sum you have the car 
insured for. Then look at the market and consider that £50,000 is not 
out of the way for a very good Mk1 Cooper S – add to that all the cost 
of parts to make a Works replica, and you have a tidy sum. With Works 
Minis now commanding perhaps a six figure sum, to insure one for much 
less is perhaps taking an unnecessary risk. You have been warned!

Beaulieu - last call

Beaulieu is now but a few days away and I still have a number of 
spaces left for this large display of ours. The club always allows us a 
large space to display because our Ex-Works display is always a big 
draw, and often a high point for many who only come to see our cars. 
So do, if you’ve not responded to my invitation already – or didn’t 
get one and you want to display, let me know now, as time is running 
out to organise display information and the layout. I cannot and will 
not accommodate you at the last minute if you just turn up. So if you 
want to come let me know now.

Robert Young

Original seat adjuster brackets on the cross member

JBL 493D as it is today
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Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

Following on from the mention of 704 
JOM last month, Nev Smythe dropped 
me an email showing a picture of the 
car in its original guise with a better 
view of the unusual dashboard. Nev, 
a man of many a coachbuilt Minis, 
concurs in that he has only seen that 
style of dashboard in cars that were 
specially prepared at Longbridge but 
tells me that it was not a Hooper 
item at all. Enguerrand Lecesne from 
France also sent me some information 
about JOM. The car was tested by 
L’Automobile in 1966, the article 
written by Bernard Cahier himself, and 
at that time, it looked the same as the 

car did in the photograph at Downton; twenty five or so years later 
and the Island blue car, still owned by Cahier, was tested by a French 
magazine and looked then very much as it does now; the 1990s 
article states in the text that the car was built in 1963.

I received an enquiry about engine numbers or, more precisely, the 
format of them and in particular the stamping of the SA and prefix 
changes. Early engine number tags have both letters in the same size 
type but later the A was reduced in size on some engines. Fortunately, 
I have images of a couple of closely related 1071engine tags where the 
difference is visible.

Simon Wheatcroft

All the Mk 1 1275 engine number tags that I have a picture of feature 
a small A as do in-line A series engines from Midgets and Sprites 
from the same era. If you have an engine number lower than 9F-SA-Y 
31406 with the original number tag please let me know.

A view of the 704 JOM instrument cluster around 1966 and 
apparently from an Italian road test of a Cooper-Downton. Very, 
very similar to that in the Enzo Ferrari car except that this speedo is 
in mph, all the gauges are Smiths and there is one less warning light

1071cc 9F-SA-H 33601 - installed in a car built 1/6/1964. This is the 
normal style of an early engine tag with all characters the same size

1071cc 9FD-SA-H 33674 - installed in a car built 4/6/1964. I don’t 
think the small A would be necessarily related to the addition 
of the D which indicated an engine with Positive Crankcase 
Ventilation (PCV)

1275cc 9F/SA/Y 31203 installed in a car built in 7/6/1964. This is the 
earliest 1275 S engine tag I have a picture of and is the only tag I’ve 
seen in this format with ‘/’ rather than ‘–’ and both a small S and A. The 
other digits look correct so there is no reason to suspect that this is not 
a factory tag. The date of this engine’s installation is very close to the 
change on the 1071 engines mentioned above so, although the format is 
different, the change would seem to have occurred contemporaneously
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According to my man who used to work at Morris Engines, the 
machine they used to stamp out the engine number tags was 
something like a big typewriter, but there was more than one 
machine. So, maybe the machine used on the line for large bore ‘A’ 
series engines developed a fault and they couldn’t get a replacement 
A of the same size? However, that does not explain why the E on 
later Mk 2 S engines is also in a smaller type.

The 1275cc prefix returned to just ‘9F’ from engine number 32378 
in September 1964. The only other change thereafter during Mk 1 S 
production was in the actual size of the engine tags themselves.

1275cc 9FD-SA-Y 31656 installed in a car built 17/6/1964 with PCV 

1275cc 9FE-SA-Y 32262 installed in a car built 24/8/1964. Rare 
9FE engine tag, this prefix featured on less than 180 engines during 
August and September 1964

9F-SA-Y 41491 large engine tag from May1966

Moving on from engines, an interesting anti Europe picture re-
emerged recently which goes to show that what goes around comes 
around. The gentleman in the top hat is Major Oliver Smedley MC; 
the Mk 1 Morris Cooper S was his wife’s and the picture was taken 
shortly before he drove to Italy in it to campaign against Britain joining 
the Common Market. 

Fifty plus years on and the name of Oliver Smedley has long 
since slipped from public awareness but it was frequently in the 
news during mid 1960s for several reasons. Firstly, he founded 
the Keep Britain Out campaign to oppose British membership 
of the EEC as he believed that the EEC would undermine the 
sovereignty of Britain. Secondly, and although you probably 
wouldn’t think it to look at him, he was involved with pirate radio 
stations and, following a dispute over the supply and recovery of 
faulty broadcasting equipment, he shot dead a pirate radio station 
owner; he claimed self-defence and was acquitted. Meanwhile, 
back at the Cooper S, it was Almond green/white car and supplied 
by the garage in the splendidly named village of Wendens Ambo 
where the Smedley’s lived. The S wasn’t supplied with the extra 
fuel tank option so the trip to Italy and back would have required 
more than a few stops for fuel.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

9F-SA-Y 42276 small engine tag from July 1966

Oliver Smedley and his wife’s Cooper S soon to be off on their own 
Italian Job – I think it is pretty clear what he thought about the EEC
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Cooper S Mk 2 Register

June already and that can mean only 
one thing; our National Mini Day at 
Beaulieu is on June 10th. As I write 
this, there is still one place available 
in the Mk 2 Cooper ‘S’ display. Please 
get in touch if you would like to display 
your car, whether it be a concours 
contender, barn find restoration 
project, or any condition in between, 
it just needs to be an original Mk 2 
S. A free entry ticket for your car is 
available and whilst I can’t guarantee 
the sun will shine (it usually does 
though) I can guarantee you will have a 
fantastic day out.

It’s been quiet on the register over the last few weeks, so I thought 
we’d have a look at a couple of interesting photos this month (thanks 
to Mk1/Mk3 Registrar Simon for forwarding these). Whilst there 
seem to be plenty of archive photos of the exterior of production 
fresh cars, there seem to be few engine bay and interior snaps, so I 
was particularly excited to see these two.

The car in question is LOB 884F, a September 1967 build Tartan 
red and black Austin believed to have been a press car. It is one 
of the earliest recorded Mk 2 Ss on the register and is still in the 
ownership of an MCR member. I would say LOB is only a few 
months old in these photos, but it has clearly been put through 
its paces by the motoring press. And I’m sure I’ve seen a photo of 
Timo taking Sir Alec for a spin, almost literally, in an early Tartan 
red and black Mk 2 S, quite possibly this car. Fair to say it’s nicely 
run in at this stage.

Starting with the engine bay shot, and despite the grainy nature of the 
photo, there is still plenty of detail that can be picked out and would 
be useful to any one restoring or just trying to get their Mk 2 S back 
to standard factory spec. A few interesting items to note:

• The original bent bonnet stay
• Square fronted heater tap
• The large oblong rubber type Champion spark plug caps
• Fibreglass bonnet insulation
• Throttle cable guide fixed to the rocker
• Wire type hose clips
• Coil connections water proof cover
• Routing of small diameter plastic heater trunking
• Style of PCV valve
• The just visible ‘Smiths Petroflex’ label around the rubber coated 

oil cooler pipe.

Nick HunterBarbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Spring is finally here and it’s time to 
take a good look at my 997 Cooper 
after its long winter hibernation. Since 
moving house it has taken a bit of a 
‘back seat’ as it is also my competitive 
hill climb/sprint car. Only one car in 
the collection is still in regular use and 
that is the 970 S which will be back in 
France later in the year for the Minis 
to the Alps tour hosted by our club. 
At the Beaulieu show in June I hope to 
buy another set of tyres, the preferred 
option will be the Dunlop R7 which, 
despite being on the softer side, is 
a more period looking tyre than the 
Yokohama 008 or 032. It also performs 

well in both wet and dry conditions; however, the tyre size is limited 
to 165/70/10. For those who prefer a 3.5j width wheel some people 
recommend Dunlop Aquajets although I personally have not used 
them. If any members have used them or other 145 sized tyres then 
please get in touch, although today you are slightly limited to choice, 
any feedback will be appreciated by other members of the register.

Olivier Mesnard who has been looking for a suitable MK1 Cooper 
for a very long time but has finally purchased a project from fellow 
countryman Nicolas Pinon in France. Olivier has always kept in contact 
with me to check out certain cars that were up for sale to see if they 
were on the register, which on a few occasions has saved him a very 
long journey to view a potential purchase. This option is available to 
all MCR club members and of late I have been able to help members 
on several occasions. Olivier has bought a 1962 998 powered Austin 
Cooper which has previous French rallying history. It is a project and will 
need restoration as it is quite rusty in places. The car is complete and 
looks fairly original still having all that 1960s red and grey/gold brocade 
trim. The car is painted Tartan red and would originally have had a black 
painted roof, but at some point in time a previous owner has added the 
infamous white roof for that ‘Works look’ livery. Period features include 
an alloy steering wheel, twin fuel tanks and a ‘Jean Louis Marnat’ dash, all 
of which Olivier plans to keep but perhaps returning the car to a more 
factory specification. Olivier has also promised to keep us updated on the 
restoration of this rather nice left-hand drive Cooper.

Finally, via the website this month, Bernard Woodruff has registered 
his Morris Cooper. If Bernard would like his car included in a monthly 
report then please could he get in touch with me?

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

Olivier Mesnard’s Austin Cooper in ‘as found’ condition

Period photo of engine bay of early production (1967)  
Mk 2 Cooper S LOB 884F
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Moving on to the interior photo, again, this is a little grainy but good 
detail is still discernible. There appears to be what looks like a warning 
light attached to the upper dash rail, maybe an oil pressure light, perhaps 
motoring hacks of the day needed a little more warning of impending 
engine failure than provided by just the gauge? Once again, the photo is a 
good reference point for owners, and here are some of my thoughts:

• Speedo is the usual 130mph item but the graduations at the edge 
of the dial look more pronounced to me than expected, a bit like 
the repro 130mph unit currently available.

• Zooming in on the speedo reveals what looks like a total mileage 
covered of just over 12,000 miles, not the most careful miles me thinks.

• Note the earlier Mk1 style heater and choke cables still being used.
• Black steering column bracket.
• Original well used steering wheel with large Austin centre cap
• The metal case heater which appears to be making a bid for freedom.
• Positioning of the 1967 state of the art I.C.E.

Hopefully, these two photos give a good few pointers to originality, 
useful for some I hope.

That's all for this month, look forward to seeing you at Beaulieu on 
June 10th.

Until next time

Nick Hunter 

Period photo of interior of LOB 884F 

Cooper Mk 2 Register

Nowadays technology touches all our lives. I think it’s fair to say we 
are immersed in it and even to the world of classic cars too. From the 
earliest days of electronics in cars, the obvious place to start was the 
ignition system. And since those early days the systems have got better 
and more reliable, or have they? The primary benefit is once they are 
set up there is no need to adjust them again as they give a more reliable 
spark and better starting. Jeremy Asher thought that too until he started 
experiencing a problem with his car registered VJB 33G. Jeremy’s car 
would start very well and run for about 3 to 5 minutes and then cut out. 
However much he tried it would not restart. So, Jeremy did the usual 
checks and found that the fuel was getting through but when he checked 
for a spark, nothing. Having a spare coil to hand that was the first item he 
changed but he still the same problem. The engine ran for a few minutes 
and then cut out and would not restart. Jeremy then changed everything 
he could think of, even to the extent of draining the tank and filling it with 
fresh VPower Super Unleaded petrol. But he still had the same problem 
and so that’s when he contacted me. 

I have to confess that I am not an advocate of electronic ignition and 
still run points on my car. Not knowing much about them I contacted 

Graham Robinson

a fellow Essex Region member who does. After a long telephone 
conversation, much scratching of head and scribbling on notepaper, 
I went back to Jeremy with some suggestions. In the end it turned 
out to be the module in the distributor that was faulty and once 
replaced the engine was back running as it should. However, after 
this experience Jeremy was thinking about reverting to points. I know 
there is more maintenance with them, but with the low mileage 
classic cars do these days it should not be too time consuming. 

Despite the benefits of electronic ignition, when they go wrong it’s 
either catastrophically or a problem similar to Jeremy’s and hard 
to track down, unless you have a lot of experience with electronic 
ignition. So many thanks to Philip Brent for helping out. Have you had 
similar problems? I know a few members who have, and would be 
interested to hear from you too.

I’m grateful to Nick Hunter for an update on the restoration project, 
UHP 121F, that was sold at auction at Bingley Hall. Nick spotted it for 
sale on eBay. By the time you read this it may well have found a buyer 
and if that’s you I would like to hear from you.

I sometimes receive enquiries from previous owners of Mk 2 
Coopers who owned them a long time ago. I have had one such 
enquiry about a Mk 2 registered as RJB 685F. I don’t have a record of 
it but if anyone has knowledge of it please let me know.

Finally, only a month to go to Beaulieu so I am grateful Simon Banting 
and Pete Britton for volunteering to represent the Mk 2 Register and 
display their cars at the show. It will be a nice opportunity to see a car 
featured in this column in the metal. I hope a few of you can join us.

Well, that’s about it for now.

Until next month, happy Coopering.

Graham Robinson 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

The car I mentioned last month 
which was in an upcoming auction 
registered SBN 254J, didn’t sell. When 
some more detailed pictures became 
available there were numerous details 
that weren’t quite as one would hope. 
Reverse rim wheels never look right 
on a Cooper S, but the engine bay 
in particular rather let it down. The 
brake servo had been mounted upside 
down, on a Mk 3 S the air valve should 
be pointing down, and that puts the 
fluid inlet aperture on the wrong side, 
which rather messes up the brake pipe 

routing. However, the biggest issue with Simon Wheatcroft

SBN’s engine bay. It’s hard to be sure from this picture but that doesn’t 
look like a Mk 3 S engine block. Almost certainly less important is that 
the servo is upside down and the coil is in the wrong place
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the car is actually the hardest to see - the engine doesn’t seem to be 
built around an S block.

One of the many frustrations for early classic Mini owners is changing 
the oil filter or, to be more precise, the oil seal that sits in the oil 
filter head between it and the filter canister – the spin on oil filter 
head didn’t appear on a Mini until long after the Mk 3 S had ceased 
production. Until fairly recently the options were fairly limited to, 
either finding an MG Metro filter head, or using the later Mini type or, 
if you were very lucky, finding an old Mocal adaptor kit. The Metro 
filter head looks very similar to a Mini one but is slightly longer so 
you need bolts or studs to suit. The later Mini one is easier to fit but 
doesn’t look right and the gasket it requires between it and the block 

A correctly orientated Mk 3 S servo with original herring bone 
vacuum hose and correctly routed brake pipes

The hard to find Purolator A series spin on oil filter head

has a couple of very thin sections which have been known to fail on 
cars with high oil pressure. 

Flexolite offer a kit which puts an adaptor between the original filter 
head and a spin on filter which appears to be virtually the same as the 
old Mocal kit. I recall the Mocal kit from years ago, thus I was rather 
surprised to discover, after a bit of internet searching, that they still 
make it although I couldn’t find a stockist or price for it. The part 
number has changed to FC283 but otherwise it seems to be the same 
as it ever was. I know a couple of people that have tried this and they 
say it works very well, the only slight drawback is that the oil filter is 
obviously lower down and on a Mini, there isn’t a lot of filter visible 
to get a chain wrench on at oil change time. The part number for the 
Flexolite A series engine kit is FA011 and the price is a very reasonable 
£44.00 + p&p. More details are available at www.flexolite.co.uk A 
Mocal kit will set you back rather more at around £70 +VAT.

Exploded image of the Flexolite oil filter conversion kit which looks 
to be the same as the Mocal kit

The original adaptor kit was Mocal part number 88 4501 but is 
now FC283
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And finally this month, you may recall that back in December 2017 
I wrote about PHK 666K which had been sold at a Barons auction 
and was immediately afterwards for sale at a classic, prestige and 
performance specialist car dealers in the New Forest with a 40%+ 
price hike. Back then, I predicted that it would still be available when 
Beaulieu came around in June, and at the time of writing, it is indeed 
still for sale at The Classic Connection in Burley. The price has now 
reduced to £27,995 but I still think that is too expensive for a re-
shelled car.

That’s all for this month

Simon Wheatcroft

PHK, still enjoying the New Forest sunshine

Rover Cooper Register

My earlier updates on the 998cc John 
Cooper conversions in the March 
and May issues of CooperWorld 
have brought forth more information 
about these forerunners of the Rover 
Mini Cooper.

It is worth remembering that prior 
to its UK launch in June 1989; some 
1,000 John Cooper conversion kits 
were sold in Japan where owners 
were eager to boost the performance 
of their 998cc Mini Mayfairs. 
Commencing in 1986(?), the kits 
were individually packed in beautifully 
stencilled wooden crates which 

themselves are now collectors’ items.

In answer to the question as to whether the 998cc John Cooper 
conversions were issued with a conversion plate, just as later cars 
were, I was notified by one owner who confirmed that his does, 
except that rather than being mounted on the seat cross-member 
on driver’s side, the one on his car is on the opposite side, next 
to the passenger seat. He also told me that it is glued into position 
rather than being fixed with the usual four slotted screws. I 
suspect that the reason for this is because the car in question (a 
Mini Racing), being based on the Mini City, has no carpet on the 
seat cross-member, and hence the application of four blobs of 
glue was far easier than drilling holes for self-tapping screws. By 
contrast, Mini Mayfairs’ and Rover Mini Cooper models do have 
carpet across each end of the seat cross-member and so gluing is 
not practical which is why screws were used instead. One other 
detail about the plate mentioned above is that it is stamped with 
its full 11- digit conversion number. 

John Parnell

Convinced that I had ticked another box in my 998cc conversion 
knowledge library, I was soon pulled up by other owners who came 
forward to say that their cars had no conversion plate and nor 
was there any evidence that one had ever been fitted. As if proof 
were needed, I referred back to the 1989 John Cooper conversion 
brochure which I featured in the March 2018 issue of CooperWorld. 
On the centre spread of that brochure is a colour photograph of the 
full 998cc conversion kit in component form. The 30th anniversary 
boot lid decal is there but no conversion plate. Later kits for the 
Rover Mini Cooper models do include a plate as part of the kit. From 
this, the inescapable conclusion is that while some JCG performance 
998cc Minis were fitted with a plate, a good number were not.

What is also apparent is that although many enthusiasts were keen to 
display their car’s John Cooper credentials, the idea certainly was not 
universal. Plenty of Mini Thirty and Mayfair owners with 998cc John 
Cooper conversions preferred to retain their car’s original decals. 
Hence, when one of these vehicles comes to light, perhaps minus 
its twin carburettors and, as seems likely, its plate, it is not so easy 
to authenticate. Just such a car arose recently in the guise of a Mini 
Mayfair. The new owner asked how else he could confirm if its 998cc 
engine was a John Cooper conversion? Thankfully, another enthusiast 
responded with a photograph of the stamping on the cylinder head. I 
have included an image with this report so that members’ know what 
to look for.

Unlike the 1275cc John Cooper conversions, the ID stamping on 
the 998cc cylinder heads is not across the rib behind the thermostat 
housing. Instead, it can be found at the other end of the head casting 
on the flat surface behind the heater tap outlet. It is also likely to be 
obscured by corrosion, so be careful how you clean the stamped 
surface prior to inspection.

Where fitted, JCG 998cc conversions have the plate on the 
passenger side 

The 998cc John Cooper conversion kit - includes body decals but 
no conversion plate
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Mini cylinder heads switched to being unleaded in the spring of 
1989 and this will be confirmed on a conversion cylinder head 
by the words ‘Janspeed UK Unleaded’ or ‘Cooper Unleaded’. 
To achieve the desired performance results, each head casting 
will have been skimmed, balanced, polished and gas flowed. To 
enhance engine breathing, the inlet valve size was increased from 
27.76mm to 32mm, and the exhaust valve size from 25.40mm 
to 26mm. The effect of this skilled work also increases the 
compression ratio from 8.3:1 to 9.8:1, and yet each cylinder 
head is crafted to run on 95 octane unleaded petrol. In addition 
to numbering, the finished unit is stamped with the details of its 
individual machining and the date that the work was completed. 
The latter can be a useful guide when seeking confirmation of the 
date when the car itself was converted. 

John Cooper Sport 5 and `S’ Touring

It was in the October 2013 issue of CooperWorld that I did a review 
of these two cars. This time I want to take a closer look at the John 
Cooper catalogue that introduced them. 

Having released their previous catalogue in the late spring of 1995, 
the introduction of the multi-point injection (Mpi) Minis in October 
1996 had already set in train the development of completely new 
John Cooper conversions in keeping with the Mini’s new powerplant.

Designed by Mike Cooper and Graham Hale, with studio and 
workshop photography by David Bailey, the front cover of the 24 
page January 1997 catalogue features John and Michael Cooper 
respectively driving a British Racing Green ‘Cooper S Touring’ and a 
Flame Red ‘Cooper S Sport 5’ at Goodwood race circuit on a clear 
early December day in 1996. It was part of a shoot by MiniWorld’s 
Paul Harmer for their February 1997 issue.

The opening first spread is devoted to a potted history of the Cooper 
Car Company’s heritage and the rebirth of the Mini Cooper brand 
in the 1980s and 1990s. Pages 4 to 7 gets to the crux of what the 
brochure is all about; the Mini Cooper S Touring and the Mini Cooper 
S Sport 5, both of which were exclusive to John Cooper Garages 
(JCG). Both cars boasted 85 bhp at 5,500rpm, a 0 - 60mph time of 
just under 10 seconds, and a top speed just below 100mph.

The Cooper S Touring was effectively the luxury version of the MCC 
1275TT 1997 Cooper S Kit which could be supplied and fitted for 
£1,585.00p. The full package used the standard 4 speed gearbox and 
2.76:1 final drive but with the addition of the following:

• 165 x 60 x 12 tyres
• Colour coded wheel arches
• Walnut interior door cappings and door pulls 
• Alloy door furniture 
• Alloy Monza-style locking fuel filler cap
• Door sill edgings
• Cooper tyre valve caps
• Alloy oil dip stick
• Cooper bonnet and boot badging
• ‘Si’ boot badging
• Cooper S Touring side decals
• ‘97 chassis plate
• 4 speed leather Cooper gear knob

Purchased as a brand new ‘on the road’ car from JCG, the standard 
Cooper S Touring model was £10,995.00p or £11,695.00p for the 
Sports Pack edition. For comparison, the standard factory car was 
£8,995.00p (January 1997). Note: The Sports Option Pack features 
two additional gauges on the dashboard fascia, 13” x 6” sports alloy 
wheels, 175/50 R13 radial ply tyres, extended wheel arches, Koni 
shock absorbers, two additional fog lamps, and a large bore chrome 
tailpipe finisher. 

Just visible - the cylinder head stamping on a JCG 998cc conversion

Paul Harmer’s brilliant Goodwood cover shot for the 1997 John 
Cooper catalogue
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The Mini Cooper S Sport 5 offered all of the above (including the 
Sports Option Pack) but with the critical distinction of shorter 
interval gear changes through a Jack Knight 5-speed gearbox aligned 
to a 3.44 : 1 final drive. In truth, the first four gears were the original 
factory standard ratios; the 5th gear was overdrive. Customers 
could specify straight-cut gears as an alternative to helical gears. 
The full Sports Pack edition would set you back £12,995.00p on 
the road. The ‘Touring’ edition without the Sports Option Pack was 
available for £12,695.00p.

Pages 8 & 9 centre on ‘Cooper’s Specials’, turning customer wish lists 
into reality and included:

• Special project engine tuning
• Full colour resprays
• Fitting retro 1960s bumpers
• Custom built dashboards and interiors
• Built up sound systems
• Leather bound Wilton carpets
• Lambswool rugs
• Self closing / locking systems
• Headlinings in exotic fabrics
• Air conditioning
• Electric seating
• Carpeted boot area
• Retro styling
• Electric sunroofs (metal, glass or fabric)
• Uprated suspension systems
• Alarm systems

In spite of the passage of time and technology, the 1997 John Cooper 
catalogue was still offering conversion kits for 998cc and 1275cc 
carburettor Minis as well as those for the single-point injection (Spi) 
models (pages 10 & 11)

Pages 12 & 13 (Handling & Suspension) offers a range of performance 
brake discs, drums, calipers, alloy wheels and tyres. There are also 
negative camber arms and an adjustable ride height kit. Three styles 
of Moto-Lita 13 inch steering wheel were available for cars not fitted 
with a driver’s air bag.

Pages 14 to 19 offer a comprehensive range of fittings including 
complete leather interiors, door furniture (alloy and walnut), alloy 
pedal fittings, walnut dashboards and cappings, and auxiliary gauges. 

The accessories listed on pages 20 & 21 includes car care cleaning 
products, a rear wash /wipe kit, and electrical aerial kit, a sump guard, 
car mats, auxiliary fog and spot lamps, a Cooper sun roof, halogen 
headlamps, bonnet stripes and window stickers, and two stunning 
signed limited edition prints by Nicholas Watts, one depicting Paddy 
Hopkirk and Henry Liddon in 33 EJB, and the other, Sir Jack Brabham 
competing in the 1959 Monaco Grand Prix. Both were good value at 
£95 each, and are highly collectable today.

The personal accessories on pages 22 & 23 has Cooper branded 
watches, model Mini Coopers and Cooper race cars, books, 
clothing, mugs, coasters, key fobs, lapel badges, umbrellas and a 
Zippo lighter.

Finally, the busy workshop scene on the outside back cover shows 
three non-Cooper Minis including F47 YLJ a 998cc model in pale 
yellow with a white roof. P111 OWW was the Flame Red Cooper S 
Sport 5 seen on the front cover. Its British Racing Green companion 
that day at Goodwood was P111 OUW.

Registrar’s Comments

1997 was the year that JCG started stamping the two digits of 
the year (e.g. 97) on the conversion plates. If nothing else, at 
least this helps to confirm the year in which the car in question 
was given its performance upgrade. Sadly, this system appears 
to have been dropped shortly after the 90 bhp ‘S Works’ 
conversions were introduced late in 1998. Thereafter, enthusiasts 
wanted ‘S Works’ cars and so ‘S –WKS’ became the favoured 
conversion plate prefix.

The John Cooper 1997 catalogue is a delight to thumb through, 
and its accompanying January 1997 menu price list has no fewer 
than 146 product lines. But such successful expansion also meant 
that the throughput of Mini-related business by JCG was now 
becoming too big for what was supposed to be a Honda franchised 

The Cooper S Touring brought 85 bhp performance to Rover’s 
new Mpi Mini engine and luxury to the driver’s cabin

The Cooper S Sport 5 combined 85 bhp with a 3.44 : 1 final drive 
and a Jack Knight 5-speed gearbox

A rear wash /wipe kit was one of many upgrade accessories 
available at JCG from the mid 1990s onwards 
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Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

1966 Radford DeVille NAN 983 D

Despite over fifty years since Radford 
Minis were at their peak it's always a 
nice surprise to receive details of various 
cars that I've not previously seen or 
read about. MCR member Nick Roberts 
makes regular visits to the U.S. and 
has met numerous Mini owners and 
collectors in his travels. Although quite a 
few coach built Minis and Coopers have 
been re-imported back to the U.K. and 
Ireland I'm guessing quite a lot remain. 
From my understanding, the large 
majority of Jaguars produced in Britain 
during the 1960s and 70s were exported 
to the States and with their love of such 

British cars at the time, luxury Minis were a cool and novel British car 
to own when compared to their vast American automobiles.

The first part of this report is about a 1966 Mk1 Morris Cooper 
S1275 converted by Harold Radford Coachbuilders, and registered 
in London as NAN 983D. I believe a similar car in the same factory 
colours of red with a black roof but with a hatch back conversion 
resides in Switzerland and was built for Lady Roundtree (of the 
famous chocolate family). The Roundtree car was built as a left hand 
drive car from new. As a point of interest, Peter Mallisch's 1966 
Radford, now registered GLD 2D, was originally registered as NAN 
314D. Both NAN numbers were replacement plates from the GLC 
(Greater London Council) who at the time handled all the Capitals 
registration matters, including when car owners retained their 
personalised plates.

From the two phptos sent to me of NAN 983D, it looks immaculate 
on the outside which contrasts well with the typical Radford DeVille 
luxury interior. If I receive more photos and background information 
on the car I'll feature it in the future.

Steve Burkinshaw

dealership. 1998 would witness not just the unveiling of the 
ultimate Cooper performance Mini, but bigger still, a whole new 
chapter in the business model behind it…

Until next month…

See you at Beaulieu on 10th June.
 
John Parnell

From 1997, JCG started stamping the year on their conversion 
plates…but not for long

For the last few months I've been assembling my early 1970 1275 
GT, SAW 753 H. I bought the GT about seven years ago when it was 
in a very poor state although a lot of its panels were original, i.e. the 
front wings, front panel, inner wings, scuttle sills and floors. Wood and 
Pickett had added a few refinements which included a Webasto sun 
roof and a fully equipped walnut veneered dashboard. As a result of 
previous unprotected storage of the car, the vinyl sun roof material 
rotted through which resulted in the interior being exposed to water 
ingress thus destroying the dashboard, front seats and front floor pans. 
About four years ago I replaced the wooden ash frame and frame work 
of the sun roof and subsequently the roof lining which is a biscuit shade 
of West of England wool cloth. The roof vinyl is in deep red Everflex.

The body parts replaced included the off-side A panel, both front 
floor pans, inner/outer sills, both door skins and replacement boot 

A very well presented Radford fresh from the States

No doubt a Radford interior
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and bonnet. Apart from the floor numbers, all other body plates are 
the original. I acquired the project car when it was painted metallic 
blue and as the strip down proceeded other colours emerged. I've 
since discovered that it left the factory around February 1970 and 
was painted in the Antelope colour scheme. With body restoration 
complete I decided to paint the car in a Lexus colour: Garnet. I'd 
seen this colour on new cars in 2014 but could only trace the correct 
colour code by the registration number of a Lexus I'd seen locally. 

Part of the glove box with delaminating ply and veneer

Rear of glovebox frame with magnetic catch retained for re-fit

W&P build number written on various parts of the dash

The original W&P leather interior was finished in a magnolia colour 
with black piping, but sadly was beyond repair, so I've opted for 
standard black seats as per the factory spec. I would have preferred 
to install a completely new interior in cream leather but the cost 
became prohibitive as I intend to sell the car on completion.

The biggest challenge has been the bespoke dash board which was 
constructed in the very best of coach built fashion. Full credit must 

Rear of framework supported by central metal frame

Remade Birch plywood panel

Repainted central metal panel with holes for switches, radio & ashtray
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go to the designer, probably Eddie Collins the sales director at 
W&P in the 1970/80s, who created a lot of the designs but also to 
the craftsmen who handmade all of the many components. What 
struck me was the way that the central metal frame was attached 
to the wood panels which was then skilfully veneered. It’s one thing 
to create something special but essential access behind the fascia 
was not necessary considered thoroughly. Having carefully drilled 

Small bolts attach instrument panel to frame

Large hole in central panel provides access to instruments through 
bulkhead under bonnet

New Glove box lid next to damaged original

out rusty bolts and rivets I was just able to retain the wooden 
structure for accurate copying, only the central metal frame and the 
aluminium glove box were salvageable. My expert cabinet maker 
friend, John Enigboken, (Johnny Egg), machined the birch plywood 
frame on his CNC machine and then added the new walnut veneer 
and top lacquer to finish. One obstacle with all these early Radford 
and W&P dash boards is that the Lucas switches have a very limited 
amount of thread in which to attach the slim chrome nuts to the 
fascia. When I attached the 3mm plywood veneered panel from the 
glove box side to the instrument panel, I used a type of Sika flex 
and several clamps which consolidated the full width with narrow 
reductions in the ply for a tight fit at each end. The back of the 
glove box lid and the edges were painted black to finish.

Surface rust to the central frame and the ashtray (taken from a 
Jaguar XJ6) was removed and painted black as with the various 
aluminium brackets for a quality finish.I stripped down all the 
instruments which were in a very bad state and repainted the bezels 
in satin black to match the original look. At this time of writing the 
rewire to the dash has just been completed and now needs adapting 
to the new loom. Autosparks supplied the loom which requires 
modifying to replace the printed circuit wiring on a 1275 GT to the 
traditional ‘bullet’ type connections.

Just to finish by saying I'm looking forward to the extra special Coach 
built display in June at Beaulieu and please quickly contact me or Nev 
Smyth if you would like to display your unique coach built Mini or 
Cooper, the variety will be fascinating.

Steve Burkinshaw

New walnut veneered panel with gloss finish

Mini Super Register

The MCR National Mini Day 
Beaulieu is just a few weeks away. 
Sadly for me, this year I shall not be 
attending as it is on the day Karen 
and I travel home from holiday – 
very bad timing on my part. Rob 
McShane’s Austin Super Seven will 
be officially on display together with 
one of Sally Brown’s three Supers (as 
they say in the cycling world – how 
many do you need? Just one more 
than you already have!)

It has been very quiet recently as far 
as ‘Mini Super’ new discoveries are 
concerned. This may not seem good 

news on the face of it, but on the other hand, it could mean we are 

Garry Dickens
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near the end of recording surviving cars. If so, then this means there 
are around eighty surviving cars world-wide with around half that 
number in running order. Close to thirty of those cars in running 
order are in the UK. So treasure your Super, it is very rare!

Often I am asked ‘well, what’s my Super worth then’? This is an 
almost impossible question to answer because the Super is so 
rare and few cars ever come to the market to be able to make 
comparison. There is no doubt though, that demand and values 
of the Super have increased over the years, quite considerably 
in recent times. This, in my opinion, is because the Super is 
becoming more widely recognised, thus sought-after because of 
its rarity. Back ten or fifteen years ago the Super was a forgotten 
model, largely unknown. Even today, some owners have no idea 
that the Mini they own is a Super. This is not helped by the fact 
that most Supers are recorded in the factory ledgers as ‘Super 
De-luxe’ and the Heritage Centre’s insistence in issuing certificates 
calling it that, even though the SDL was not introduced until 
October 1962, after Super production had virtually ceased. One 
enquirer was told by a Heritage official that there was no such 
model as a ‘Super’! Back in the ‘bad old days’ a Super often was 
either bought for its Cooper parts, then usually broken up, or 
sold-on with standard Mini parts fitted; some were converted to 
a Cooper with a spare log book applied to it. This practice has, 
as far as I can tell, has virtually stopped. Now, even so-called 
‘basket-cases’ are being rescued, and I am aware of at least two 
‘Coopered Supers being returned to their original status. 

Back to the original question of values, at the very lower end of 
the scale, for example, a very rough, rusty, incomplete Super, can 
be only worth the sum of its parts, although it would be hoped 
such a car most certainly would be saved and rebuilt. So, think 
value of its upholstery if it is present and salvageable, stainless-
steel sill and wheel-arch trim, any usable ‘Cooper’ trim bits etc; 
even the log book is worth something to someone. Then you 
have the largely complete cars, maybe running, but very rough. 
These are perhaps the most difficult of all to value because you 
would be paying more than for a semi-scrap car, but to restore 
it properly would cost a great deal, and as much as a Cooper. It 
has been done though, by a few of our members, with incredible 
enthusiasm together with the dedication of time and expense. 
The next group would be those cars in generally presentable 
condition, good running order but with much of their original 
Super/Cooper parts missing. These cars would just be ‘Minis’ 
and, as such, still sought-after being lots of fun and probably quite 
saleable. Probably the easiest group to value would be those 

Super Register display at Beaulieu 2017

Supers in largely original, un-restored condition, not show cars but 
generally in very good condition. My view is that these cars should 
be valued at around the same figure as a Cooper in comparable 
condition. However, it is possible that they may take longer to sell 
as there could be a much smaller demand for them. Finally, there 
are the ‘top-end ‘cars. These would either have to be immaculate 
very low mileage, original, un-restored examples (I know of two 
such cars) or fully restored, correct cars in Concours condition. 
I am aware that a couple of years ago, such a car sold for a figure 
around £30,000.

To conclude, when it is considered so few cars exist, the value of a 
Super can really only go upward. 

Finally, my usual request: if you own, have owned or know of a Super, 
or have any tales involving one, please let me know, even if the car no 
longer exists.
 
Garry Dickens

1275GT Register

The subject of re-shelling a GT and 
how to approach a restoration of a 
re-shelled car has been a point of 
discussion with correspondence from 
members this month. I have already 
featured Peter Horsburgh’s 1970 
GT, where adaption of a later shell 
added an extra hurdle to an already 
challenging restoration, proving that 
with ingenuity and determination, most 
issues can be overcome.

In comparison to the availability 
of donor shells for standard Minis, 
Clubman and GT shells are going to be 
considerably rarer but can be generally 

divided into three categories; remote change, rod change and 
Clubman shells. Clubman shells, i.e. Clubman 998 and 1100 variants 
will be lacking boot board brackets as a key identifier. 

That said, the newest original shells will be from 1980 cars, which will 
now be 38 years old so donor cars will be few and far between.

That brings us to the BMH Clubman shell which I viewed on our 
last tour of the factory. This is a compromise of a MK IV Mini shell 
from the A post backwards and the front section compatible with 
the late type, flexible front subframe mounts. Use of this shell for 
pre 1974 cars would need some adaptation, particularly with the 
earliest Hydrolastic GTs from 1969-71. The demand for the BMH 
Clubman shell is understandably limited and discussions I have had 
with BMH indicate they only sell a couple a year on average. 

I am not aware of any GT restoration using the BMH shell and 
would be very interested in any accounts of how the transplant 
to the £8,000 item was achieved, particularly for a 10” wheel pre 
1974 car.

Along with improved availability of panels and bright work, any 
project needing interior trim has been made easier with access to the 
GT vinyl seat kits from Newton Commercial.

I have yet to see the Newton commercial GT seat up close but I am 
aware of a project in hand using this product, so I hope to be able to 
report on its appearance and ease of fitting soon.

That’s all for what has been a quiet month, with hopefully more to 
come from contributions next month.

Alan Clark

Alan Clark
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 Modern MINI Cooper Register

So, I thought a nice new Alcantara 
steering wheel is needed in my new 
JCW. I hunted high and low, Facebook, 
eBay, MINI chat rooms, Google etc. 
One name kept coming up and that was 
Royal Steering Wheels based in Aylesbury 
Buckinghamshire. I asked around and 
have heard nothing but good things 
about them; I was a bit sceptical, new 
car, airbag, cruise controls, telephone 
buttons, ejector seat, (only kidding). 

So, I dropped them an email asking 
how much, how soon and fitting service 
details. I had a speedy reply back and the 
cost would be £150 plus £20 fitting, and 
that it would take about an hour! As I was 

due to go to the opening rounds of the MINI CHALLENGE I thought a 
visit would break the journey up nicely. I paid my deposit and off I went. 

I happened to arrive early at their premises since the school holidays 
eased things a little on the motorways, but the workshop was not open 
yet. At the appointed hour ‘Jack’ turned up with a nice steering wheel 
in his hand and he was soon tackling the challenging job of getting the 
original steering wheel off. He had to disconnect the battery due to the 
airbag, release a small couple of clips, (a contortionist required with 
small hands for this job) and then with a big spanner he loosend the 
steering wheel nut, released a tiny loom and off it all came. The he had 
to remove all the switches, buttons, trim clips and trim. Then he had 
to replace all removed parts on the new steering wheel, refit and test 
it and all systems are go. OCD is an understatement, so much care 
and attention to detail. I spent the rest of my trip thinking how nice the 
wheel was and wondering why MINI don’t offer these steering wheels 
as an optional extra particularly as they were a standard fit on R56 
JCWs. Still, I love it, and it looks great with the red stitching too.

I was very happy showing my nice new steering wheel off at Oulton 
Park. We had testing Friday, qualifying Saturday, and rest day Easter 
Sunday. I got a small egg from Aaron Reeve Motorsport as well as 
a nice roast dinner from his wife Claire and the kids, all while the 
mechanics changed a front wiring loom after a fuel fire in qualifying on 
Ben Dimmack's F56 JCW race car. Scary to say the least. However, 
then they had problem after problem, and eventually they decided 
to put the old loom back as the pump would not work on the new 
loom. Then another thing wouldn’t work. Wrong wiring diagram 

David Young

perhaps? “no it’s a new loom, the diagram has not been issued yet!”. 
Finally, they worked out that the connector had been changed and 
when that was sorted all was then well. The roast beef was a little dry 
after standing for a few hours! Monday morning and race day arrives 
and it rains, and then it pours. All races are running a little late. We 
get our start at 11.00am half an hour late. See my report in the MINI 
CHALLENGE article for details.

I left Oulton Park, in the dry, at about 6.30pm. I was driving down the M6 
roadworks, with very narrow lanes at 6’6” if you are lucky, just outside 
of Birmingham, in the slow lane, speed control set at 50, car showing 
just 850miles on the clock. Along comes a 6 wheeled Scania truck with 
large haulage trailer attached and the driver decides he wants to try and 
take me out. Clips my offside rear wheel with his passenger step, makes 
a mess of the wheel, marks the tyre and puts a small dent in the rear 
quarter panel - wonderful! There was nowhere to stop with roadworks 
for the next 15 miles, and so I carried on, hoping this big lorry does not 
escape. Still, I now had cameras in the car! Finally, I get to pull in and a 
19 year old young man jumps down from his cab, claiming he did not 
see me. We exchange details and I carry on. The tap was so gentle the 
camera did not record it as an incident and overwrote it. I have since 
increased the sensitivity of the cameras.

And now the moment you have all been waiting for. “Hello this is Skipton 
Insurance, all calls are recorded for quality and training purpose, please 
press 1 for…” you know how it goes! I pass on all the details, including a 
wrong registration number, and they say it is “a no-fault claim” and they will 
get Enterprise to contact me. I had the truck’s number as HI19… when 
it should have been H19, such an obvious mistake, good job there was a 
picture of the truck on the company’s website. I have Louise, my daughter, 

The new steering wheel in place

The red stitching on the new wheel looks great

My car's rear offside wheel well and truly damaged
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to thank for that idea. I call the company and the driver’s Mum answers 
the phone, saying “sorry he is only 19 so can we settle this between 
ourselves?” Reluctantly, I say no as the car is brand new and I must go 
through my Insurance company. Besides, I want the whole car alignment 
checked. It then takes a week for the accident to be reported to their 
Insurance company and for them to formally admit liability. Getting bored 
yet? Honestly, I think a new wheel and tyre and a bit of PDR would have it 
sorted. Enterprise decides I need a hire car, so they take me to their local 
office to pick up a very nice AMG Mercedes oil burner. Goes like stink, 
superbly comfortable and has more toys than Hamleys. My MINI goes to 
have the rear resprayed along with a new tyre and wheel fitted. Still, they 
took a week and that is how long I had to play with the Mercedes. My car 
was back all looking great again. The repair was £1,400 and the Mercedes 
was £240 a day! So, off to Rockingham Motor Speedway for the next round 
of the MINI CHALLENGE. A report on that in next month’s issue.

So, more on the insurance saga, no pun intended but you may recall I was 
surprised that my premium had not gone up as much as I thought it might. 
Well, it appears Skipton’s claim department does not talk to the renewal 
department, which is strange as my original insurance company did not 
want to cover me again. Surely Skipton should have asked why? To cut a 
very long story short, Skipton renewed my policy without taking the total 
loss into account, when they realised their mistake and obtained a requote 
the premium had jumped by over £500, even with protected NCB! I did 
ask what was the point of protecting your NCB if they still double my 
premium. I am pleased to say that as it was their mistake, they did have all 
the facts, they decided to write the new premium off. A new policy has 
been issued without charging any more money. Next year will no doubt be 
a challenge but my last car (The Mitsubishi Estate) write off will no longer 
be under 5 years old, so will be removed from my claim history.

Until next month keep those Modern, New and Y register MINIs 
looking smart and tidy. Stay safe and do have fun.

David Young

Mini Cooper Register presence - email John Price at SC-15@icloud.com  

Car Club benefits entry for 2, infield parking at approx 60% for 2 outside parking 
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday 21st June

Brent Knoll Inn, Burnham-on-Sea. TA9 4JG.  
Located on the A38  

David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall 3rd Thursday of each 
month at 7.30pm

The Wrey Arms, Bickington Road, Sticklepath, Barnstaple
EX31 2BX 01271 859360 www.thewreyarms.co.uk

Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

TBA

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

  Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

The Queens Head, Portsmouth Road, Fishers Pond, 
Eastleigh SO50 7HF 

Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 12th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

  Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Mick Tully 01273 883349  
g-tully@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Warwickshire Region meeting venue is being sold so 
to avoid a wasted journey please send email to warks@
cliffdporter.co.uk  to confirm location of monthly 
meeting.  Thank you. Cliff Porter, Regional Organiser.

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

NEW
CONTACT

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org



Bristol Gloucester and Somerset Region

April has passed by quickly. This month our region has ordered a MCR 
BGS branded gazebo and 2x banner flags that we will use at events this 
year. The MCR subsidised the cost by some 75% leaving the region to 
find just under £240. To all the members who donated items that we have 
subsequently sold to raise funds for the region many thanks to you.

This month I attended the Devon & Cornwall Region’s monthly meeting. 
Steve Bonny who recently took up the reins of the region, is a really nice 
person and is very knowledgeable. Steve will be attending a number of 
BGS led events this year – just a reminder that all members in any region 
are welcome to attend out events.

I also want to give a big thank you to Richard Sign and Robert Young 
who will present me the MCR’s Regional Award at Beaulieu for my first 
year at the helm of the BGS region. It is hard work but it is also very 
enjoyable and I hope members in the BGS region are happy with my 
contribution so far. 

On the 8th I attended the Malvern Festival of Transport. The sun 
came out and there was a good selection of cars on show and a large 
number of autojumble stalls. I found on one stall a 202 head with 
rockers, 250 remote, a pair of hydrolastic displacers, Britax seatbelt, 
a set of 8.4 disc brakes, 2x 1960s chrome petrol caps, 11 wheel 
embellishers and a very early Tudor washer bottle – and the stall 
holder said £100?...Eeeeer sold!

On the 16th I visited an Aladdin’s Cave of Mini spares. See photo. This 
is just one of 10 rows of spares. In one aisle I found a very rare Cosmic 
RW10 alloy - I now just need to find more - See photo.

On the 29th I visited the Wheel Nuts classic car show in Stroud. The rain 
kept away and some 100+ cars attended with an excellent display of 
Berkeley cars. See photo.

Please note that Ian the owner of the rare Mk1 S Wood & Pickett Mini on 
page 49 of April’s edition of CooperWorld, will be exhibiting the car at a 
number of BGS events this year. It is one of the rarest Minis around.

Also please make sure you visit the BGS stand at Beaulieu because a BGS 
member will be selling his very interesting 1965 Cooper S project and the 
car will be on our stand to view.

Locally, I can’t help but notice the very reasonable price of new MINI 
convertibles. Dick Lovett MINI are selling 6-month old Cooper 
Convertibles for £17,000, Carbase are selling 2011 Cooper D 
Convertibles for £11,000 and Eureka Car Sales are selling a 2005 
Cooper Convertible with 80k miles, FSH, for just £2,000 – at these 
prices I am thinking about buying one.

Looking forward, I will be attending the IMM in Portugal in mid-May; the 
next BGS meet up will be on Thursday 24th May at 7.30pm at the Beef Eater 
Pub Emersons Green, Bristol, BS16 7AN. All members are very welcome.
Finally, we do need cars for BGS show stands – if you are interested in 
showing your car, please contact me.

That’s it from me.
 
David Dangerfield

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Dorset Region

On April 22nd the Dorset Region visited Haynes Motor Museum at 
Sparkford, Somerset. We met at Ringwood car park for an 8.30am 
leaving time and the route was kindly organised by Nigel and Hannah 
consisting of approx 43 miles through the Dorset countryside via Holt, 
Horton, and then to Shaftesbury where we met Pat and Terry Hart 
before going on to Gillingham and finally the A303.

Those on the run were Adrian and Val, Owen and Jill, Nick and Judy, 
Martin, Roger and Lynn and our planners Nigel and Hannah.

It is some years since I last visited the Haynes Museum. It was always 
good before, but now it is excellent, a great deal of money having been 
spent on visitor amenities and attractions for all ages.

After a bacon roll and coffee, we all made our way round the museum 
which has a superb collection of all types of vehicles. An impressive 
display of 8 different variations of the Mini along with scooters, Grand 
Prix cars and motorbikes were all on display. After a bite of lunch and 
another browse round, we began to depart for home, too much to see 
in one visit and I intend to return later this year.

A thoroughly enjoyable day was had by all.

Looking forward to Beaulieu where we will have our usual Dorset stand.

Nick Stansmore
07788 646800 
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Kent Region 

Hi from Kent! 

The region was out and about this month for a delightful breakfast run 
covering some 60 miles on the Kent lanes. There is a full report on the 
run elsewhere in this month’s magazine.

Don’t forget that the Ham Sandwich Run this year takes place on the 
19th August. Please contact us ASAP to book your space on this year’s 
run. We have a limit on the event of 40 cars so get in quick. Members 
from all regions are welcome on a first come first served basis!

We are also at the Brands Hatch Mini Festival this year which is being 
held on Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th August. We will have a club 
stand on the Sunday; buy your tickets from http://brandshatch.mini-
festival.co.uk/. The discount on tickets is available on the dropdown 
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Ready for the off!

Neatly parked at Haynes

Low flying Moke

One of the last 500s

Kent’s youngest navigator on the Drive it Day Breakfast Run
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under clubs booking. Please drop us a line if you would like to join us so 
we can keep an eye on numbers. All cars and regions welcome.

Kent Events List for 2018 is below; please contact us if you would like 
to attend any of these events. We do need to hear from you ASAP 
for Bearsted, Darling buds and for the Deal show as we need to pre-
purchase tickets and spaces on the stand will be limited. 

Kent Events List 2018

Deal RNLI Classic Car Show, 26th May, Deal.
MCR National Mini Cooper Day, 10th June, Beaulieu. 
Darling Buds of May Classic Car Show, 1st July, Bethersden
Bearsted Green Classic, 29th July, Bearsted Nr Maidstone.
Brands Hatch Mini Festival 25th- 26th August, Brands Hatch Circuit.
Ham Sandwich Run, 19th August, Ashford.
Oh So Retro, September, 30th September, Margate. 

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent 
ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. The June meeting will be the 
13th. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

Our Drive it Day celebration combined a scenic run with Sunday 
lunch, and attracted a wide variety of cars including 3 Minis, two 
Escorts and a D-Type Jaguar! Starting in the centre of Stone, the first 
part of the day saw most of the 34 car entry set off on an overcast 
and occasionally showery morning. The 18 mile route to the Sunday 
lunch stop took in some familiar roads from previous summer or 
autumn tours, plus a few new ones that might feature in the future. 
It was a straightforward route across the Staffordshire countryside 
passing through Hilderstone, Cresswell (where we passed The 
Hunter Inn as well), Upper Tean and Hollington before arriving at 
Denstone Hall Farm, near Rocester for lunch. This venue was highly 
recommended to me as a suitable destination for Drive it Day and 

offered amazing value at £13 pp for two courses or £16 for three. 
Most people opted for their own produced beef! There was also an 
excellent farm and gift shop, plus a ladies wear shop which was a 
great hit with the ladies! The gents, well, just talked about the oily 
bits as usual!

Lunch over, and shopping done, it was then back on the road for 
the 37 mile second part of the scenic run. This was mostly over the 
Staffordshire Moorlands with a dash of the Peak District National 
Park to add to the cocktail. Part of the route was optional - about 
13 miles and, depending on the weather, which was by now bright 
and sunny, took in the fabulous views across the Moorlands and 
the White Peak. It is also amazing how industrialised parts of this 
beautiful landscape are, which was brought home as we passed 
the Lefrage Cement Works at Cauldon. One or two got caught 
by a shower at the highest point which was not good for those 
lulled by the sunshine and were running al fresco in one of the 
many sports cars. It was also very cool at the same point, but the 
views were incredible. At Froghall, which is much lower, the spring 
sunshine returned and we had a nice run through the Staffordshire 
countryside along lanes and villages that even Nick Hunter, who was 
born and raised in the area, had never seen before!

The weather before Drive it Day had been unseasonably hot, but on 
the day before it had changed to lower than normal temperatures. 
However, this was nothing to the conditions I found when I surveyed 
the route in mid-March. Some of the roads in the Moorlands had 
snow banks I couldn’t see over! A great day out that was enjoyed by 
all that participated.

My thanks as well go to Ian and Carole Potter who ‘volunteered’ as 
parking marshals and did the second part of the route first.

Hopefully, the cold weather is now well behind us, so future events are 
lining up like this.

Monday 4th June. The‘Informal Concours Night’. Everyone who 
attends votes for the car they would most like to take home with 
them. The winner of this popular event gets a prize, which so far has 
only been awarded to one version of the Mini – Ian Potters Moke. If 
you are thinking of travelling to see this extravaganza but don’t receive 
regular emails from the Stone Classic Car Group, then phone me 
before travelling if the weather forecast is inclement. We have tried 
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The food was wonderful!

Drive it Day Cars Jason Copestick’s Cooper on the right

More cars the D-type attracted a lot of attention
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in the past to run the event despite the weather, and it doesn’t work! 
The 2nd July is the backup date. 

Saturday 4th August. This is the date for the Summer Tour. The 
route will be approximately 150 miles around the Staffordshire 
Moorlands and the Peak District. The entry fee will include breakfast, 
morning coffee, light lunch and afternoon tea. Previous entrants 
were sent the details automatically and entries are welcome from 
any members of the clubs the Stone Classic Car Group supports with 
regular meetings.

The Mid Staffs Region meets at the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, 
Stone, ST15 0PX on the first Monday of each month from 7.30pm 
onwards. All Minis and MINI are welcome.
 
Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Newcastle & Durham Region

Five Coopers attended our March Mystery Run organised by Peter 
Drane, which took us through some lovely Suffolk countryside 
from Ipswich via Hadleigh to Bury St Edmund to revisit Crazy 
Horse, the Harley Davidson joint Morgan Cars dealership – yes, a 
strange combination but it works. They also have a well supported 
American diner! April’s M.R. lead by Terry Stendall took us on a 
north Suffolk route with the main stop at the historic’ lost’ village 
of Dunwich, where the group tucked into their well know Fish & 
Chip lunch.

Seven members with 6 Coopers will be our biggest convoy to Beaulieu 
this year so far, and we are all looking forward to the trip this month. 
We will as usual be doing parking duties from 10.30am at the show. 
Fingers crossed for the sun to shine on the day.

Our next Mystery Run will be on Sunday 24th June, any new members 
please contact me for meeting place as they vary, and the same applies 
to Tuesday 3rd July run and meeting as during the summer months it 
also varies. 

The two photos here are of Peter Drane’s very original, 998 Downton 
Mk1 Cooper is nearing completion of a sympathetic restoration, and 
Peter is now awaiting DVLA clearance. He is hoping to have his car at 
Beaulieu this year.

Ian MacPherson
07749936274

Warwickshire Region

We are a friendly bunch of local members who enjoy their Minis and 
meet in the Stratford-upon-Avon area.

A few of us still try to be competitive despite advancing years 
and take part in local events, including MSA Autosolo events, 
navigational treasure hunts, 12 car rallies, historic road rallies and 
also the Monte Carlo Historique Rallye. Others just enjoy owning 
and talking about their cars, attending local and national motor 
shows. We also enjoy taking part in MSA approved non-competitive 
Touring Assembly events.

Our regular meeting evening is held on the 4th Wednesday of each 
month but this year we have been doing different things since our 
venue at the Houndshill near Stratford-upon-Avon changed hands 
in February, and has been undergoing a major reconstruction and 
rebranding, to what the new owner is hoping will become a regular 
meeting place for all motoring enthusiasts. His plans are ambitious! 
The new venue is called Caffeineandmachine and they have a 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/caffeineandmachine/

Work appears to be going well and it is hoped that it will be open 
in July so I suggest we visit soon after it is open to check if it will be 
suitable for our regular meetings. If it is suitable we hope to restart our 
regular meetings on Wednesday 26th September 2018 at 8pm with a 
display of our Minis. If you have not been to our meetings before, or 
for some time and would like to attend with your Mini, then please 
get in touch with me by email at the following address: warks@
cliffdporter.co.uk

Our April meeting took place on Sunday 29th April when 12 crews 
took part in our Spring Run event. Spring as in the season and not 
‘spring’ as in the natural water source! A report appears elsewhere 
in the magazine of that and my visit to Prescott Hill Climb for their 
first meeting of the season.

Cliff Porter
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FOR SALE AND WANTED

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to register 
vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number (V.I.N.) and/
or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the police to inspect cars 
without either one of these identification numbers. Members and 
readers are advised to be cautious before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose 
a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques 
should be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.  
All traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) and/or 
chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in written 
form only please and addressed to the magazine editor. This includes 
instructions for repeat insertions and/or advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

Mini Cooper S Works Sportspack 2000 W reg. 90 bhp conversion by John 
Cooper Garages. Solar red with silver roof and bonnet stripes. Black/silver 
interior with alloy silver dash and alloy pedals. Red badges and floor plate. Twin 
sports exhaust. 66,876 miles. £11,500. Tel: 07768 448399. Richard Vernon. Kent.

Parts for sale

Carpet sets for sale

Complete 9 piece red Veltone carpet sets with sound proof backing. 

For Mini MKI, Cooper and Cooper S. Each set has a MKI heel mat attached 
and comes with floor clips plus separate black pads for underneath the 
seats. Also complete 9 piece black Veltone carpet sets with slightly thinner 
soundproofing. For MKII Cooper and Cooper S with MKII heel mat attached 
floor clips plus separate black pads for underneath the seats.

I also have rubber toe mats that stop your foot wearing out the carpet 
near the accelerator, plus MKI and MKII rubber heel mats that are sold 
separately to the 9 piece sets.

For any further information or to receive a sample please email: 
downtonbos@yahoo.co.uk or tel: 01970 617010/07974608333 or BAS on 
01633 873664. I am willing to ship worldwide.

Complete 999cc short stroke race/sprint engine 1070 S thin flange block with 
liners,EN40B balanced crank ,ultralight flywheel and back plate with grey 
clutch plate. Vernier cam gears and duplex chain, beautiful Slark big valve full 
race 16cc chambers head ,four syncro 22G1128 gearbox with 3.7 X pin diff S 
drive flanges, alloy remote and new quick shift stick ready to go £5,000.

Pair of new still in box Mini Spares 1.5 SU twin carbs on alloy manifold and 
stainless heat shields with pancake type filters £500.

Set of Rose Petal wheels near new with scrubbed Yoko A048 tyres spacers 
and two sets of nuts £750.Workshop hydraulic arm engine crane hoist on 
cast iron wheels extendable boom, not fold up dismountable for storage 
more robust than most types £100.

FOR SALE AND WANTED
Four 4.5 S steel rims fitted with Dunlop CR65 racing tyres part worn 
but still good £500. One spare CR65 tyre scrubbed only £50.

Buyer to collect or smaller items can be taken to Beaulieu for 
collection. Cash only please. Phil Thompson Tel: 01489 784162 
Southampton. 
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
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BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA

rr

-
tess.

LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics

SSSSLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS M
O

N
T

H
LY

M
O

N
T

H
LY

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR

LASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICCCLASSICLASSICLASSIC
GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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