
March 2018  Issue Number 363  £3.50



Complete range of gearbox parts
for road and race including our 
famous EVO diffs. Only RHP and 
top quality bearings stocked.

The best crosspin diff available!
Over 400 sales per annum.
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £177.00
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48. . . . . . .£706.56
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741 . . . . £23.99
Evo upgrade std baulk ring 22G2033EVO . . . £13.98
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54 . . . . . . . . . £27.00

Geometry Kits
Complete kit with adjustable tie 
bars and adjustable lower arms. 
With correct performance bushes. 
Order as MSSK3008 £85.80 full kit

Suspension Cone
The only genuine cone 
springs on the market 
made from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

Wheel Bearings

CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013  . . . .£31.20
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105  .£31.80
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102  . . . . . . £29.40
QL5000 coupling kit pair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£59.40
Rubber coupling GCD101  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each  £26.10

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

Cooper S Distributor

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47
Copper head gasket set 
- 998cc AJM1250 . . . . . £12.84

Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . £10.37
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £15.54
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set AJM1140 . . . £18.36
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £62.95
Large bore manifold gasket C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.64
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

£40.69

All Mini Spares chrome and 
brightwork items are top 
quality and made to fit correctly.

Owners and stockists of RC40 systems. 
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency
and performance.
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most 
competitors don’t even have these stainless
internals in their ‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £58.80
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £76.28
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper 
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £34.80
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £27.60
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.71
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.69
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU

Tel: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . .£16.00
20/50 mineral oil & spin on 
filter (not MPI) SO4  . .£17.83
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier) 

MSF166 . . . . . . . . . .£2.30 Clutches & Flywheels

£58.80Steering racks - L/H or R/H   FAM7306/7 . . . . . . £62.82
MPi Sportspack type GSR3386 . . . . . . . . . . £71.94
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . £78.00
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . £11.42
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80
Swivel pin kit genuine Unipart GSJ166. . . . . £15.36
Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . £8.18

Timken front genuine GHK1140  . . . . . . . . .£50.60
Minispares version front  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£13.80
Timken rear GHK1805 late modified  . . . . . .£39.42
Minispares rear GHK1548MS   . . . . . . . . . .£14.39

NEW!  5 port alloy heads  . . . . . . . . .from £1251.50
with 35.7x29.5 race quality valves C-AHT347  . . .£1251.50
with 37x31mm offset spaced valves C-AHT347RACE £1559.59
8 port head kits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £2024.74
1380cc built Up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards  . .£1176.12
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311  . . . . . . .£223.20
Lightweight EVO dished pistons 20/40/60  . . . .£237.60
Camshaft Evolution001  .new blanks,outright £89.10 
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20
Oil pumps  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £15.83
CNC Evolution Slot Drive Oil Pump  . . .from £112.50
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436 . . . . . . . . .£133.33
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift roller rocker set C-AHT446A £222.50
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323  . . . . . . . . . . . .£30.74
Duplex kit steel lightened C-AJJ3325  . . . . . .£60.04
21A1902 Mini Spares gen profile engine mount £8.34
21A1902MS Non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00
21A1902ST threaded mounting . . . . . . . . . . . .£3.78
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump  . . . .£18.90
Minimum stretch single row chain 3H2127EVO  .£19.44
Minimum stretch double row chain 2H4905EVO .£24.79

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D
distributor but with more advance for economy
and performance similar to MK3 S curves.

Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor arm 
12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90

All other 25D to 59D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £45.00
A new distributor - cheaper than a conversion kit
Electric type of above (no points) . . . . . . . from £56.65
Also available are 3 higher spec. electric types to
match your camshaft profile to our distributor design
Std to 276 cam spec C-27H7701 . . . . . . . . . . . £82.80
Above is ideal for our Evolution camshaft range
285 - 296 cam spec C-27H7702 . . . . . . . . . . . £82.80
310-315 cam spec C-27H7703 . . . . . . . . . . £90.00

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 £22.86
Master cylinder GMC1008  . .£45.50
Ultralight flywheel - std. EN8 £135.35
Ultralight flywheel - race EN24 £209.08
L/weight EN8 pressure plate C-AHT230 . . . . £80.83
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS. . . from £18.28
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £24.00
Orig. type pre-verto release bearing GRB201EVO . . £14.40
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £70.20
‘AP’ Std. clutch plate, Turbo, light tune  GCP204 £33.12
‘AP’ road/rally Plate C-AHT595 180mm . . . . . . . . . £62.24
‘AP Racing’ road/rally clutch C-AHT596 180mm . . . . £109.80
3 Piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42
3 Piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £118.80
Verto clutch plate - 180mm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . £37.80
Verto clutch plate -190mm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £43.15
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £122.40

Engines:
Visit our website for the full
ENGINE PARTS LISTINGS
www.minispares.com/engines

Brakes:
For BRAKES go to:
www.minispares.com/brakes

Gaskets:
For GASKETS go to:
www.minispares.com/gaskets

For ELECTRICS go to:
www.minispares.com/electrics

Gearboxes & Diffs
For GEARBOXES go to:
www.minispares.com/gearboxes

Clutches:
For CLUTCHES go to:
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

Suspension:
For SUSPENSION go to:
www.minispares.com/suspension

Exhausts:
For EXHAUSTS go to:
www.minispares.com/exhausts

Brightwork:
For BRIGHTWORK go to:
www.minispares.com/brightwork

Steering:
For STEERING go to:
www.minispares.com/steering

Electrics:

Cooper S 7.5”disc and EBC pads MS35 . . . . Pr £53.60
8.4” disc and Mintex pads MSSK014 . . . . . . Pr £31.67
8.4”vented disc and pads MS39 . . . . . . . . . . Pr £49.18
S caliper Mini Spares  R/H 27H4656MS . . . . . . £72.00
S caliper Mini Spares  L/H 27H4657MS . . . . . . £72.00
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper R/H 37H8128 . . . . £65.17
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper L/H 37H8129 . . . . £65.17
S Disc conv. + Mini Spares caliper C-AJJ4028MS £452.23
S Disc conv + AP caliper & Timken bearings . . . £605.69
S brake disc shield set MSSK1400 R/H . . . . . . . £24.94
S brake disc shield set MSSK1401 L/H . . . . . . . £24.94
MK1/2 brake servo cast body 21A1293 . . . £216.00
Mk3 servo and non gen fitting kit SEN43 . . £144.00
Servo 1988 on GSM119 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £126.00
Single line plastic canister GMC171 . . . . . . . £44.40
Single line metal canister GMC171ORIGINAL . . . £66.96

The Choice is Yours!
Mini Spares offers you the choice of
genuine BL/Rover parts or of more

affordable or better value alternatives
of the best quality available.

Drivetrain:
For DRIVETRAIN go to:
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

www.minispares.com
All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either 
Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.                     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are
printing - check website for up-to-date prices.

£85.80

Package
Price

www.minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com website for pictures,
downloads, catalogues, current prices & special deals

Mail Order - 01707 607700
Mail Order also available direct from Mini Spares North 

Call 01423 881800 to order

Quite simply the Largest Stocks of Mini Spares in the World!

Mobile & tablet friendly

The Largest Stocks of
Mini Parts 
in the World

Close
to A1M
& M25

Next to
M5 (J2)
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mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Now
Open!

Shop on-line         at www.minispares.com - or visit our 3 great stores

The World Famous Mini Spares Centre Ltd......is the foremost authority and the largeststockist of classic Mini parts in the world!• Annual turnover in excess of £15 million • Our huge buying power = the mostcompetitive prices on the best quality parts!• We offer our own unique range ofexclusively designed or tooled up items.• Knowledgeable technical assistance staff

Free
Catalogue!

New!

25 years ago Mini Spares introduced the helical
tooth 5 speed gearbox with closer ratios. 
Using 58 extra parts this unit is technically an over-
drive gear with a 3.44 diff giving 3.037 ratio in 5th.
Prices from £2163.00  S/cut gears £2190.00
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

April magazine – 1st March
May magazine – 1st April
June magazine – 1st May

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2017   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates are 
aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/old 
inks while printing blankets are shredded and used for 
rubberised play areas and footpaths. The wrapping it 
comes in is degradable and will break down in the soil.

Cooper disclaimer 
The Cooper logo is the property of John 
Michael Cooper and should not be used 
without prior permission.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 
Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 
Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org
Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org
Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org 
Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ  
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org
Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org
Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
The Beeches, Kiln Way, Grayshott, Hants. GU26 6JF 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 
Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org
Youth Co-ordinator 
Sarah Voss 
0/2, 49 Kelvinside Drive, Glasgow, G20 6QD 
07988 864002 
youthcoordinator@minicooper.org 
Non Designated Committee Members 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org
Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 24.04.17.indd   1 27/04/2017   12:19
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INSURANCE FOR  
MINI COOPER REGISTER 
ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and 
members against a variety of claims. The key area it covers is 
‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to 
the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at 
shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of 
shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are 
planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many 
regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that 
we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a 
member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the 
ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a 
claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only 
offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini 
Cooper Register presence. If the stand organizer lets me know 
(address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the 
magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the 
event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers 
risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor 
and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, 
and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card 
at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card.  
01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available 
to Mini Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old  
01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK  
01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.
co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B. 
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 
01903 715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex 
JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk  
01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk. 
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing 
Magazines
Sometimes magazines  
go astray.

If your magazine does not 
arrive by the middle of  
the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do 
not have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT -  
PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be 
received by the 1st of the 
month for the following 
month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the 
magazine sent by email, 
so if you do not receive 
an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I 
have not received it. Please 
telephone me after a day 
or so to check if you do not 
hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer 
the membership -  

see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
The now traditional curtain raiser 

that seems to mark the start of the 
new year of Mini events is the Mini Fair 
at Bingley Hall, which took place at the 
end of January. I had not been to this 
event in the last few years, however, 
having heard good reports about it, 
and particularly in respect of the large 
amount of autojumble for sale there, I 
decided to check it out for myself and 
it certainly didn’t disappoint on that 
score. It’s also an event at which you 
get the opportunity to meet up with 

friends and members from all parts of the country given Bingley Hall’s 
reasonably central location in Staffordshire. It was certainly a much 
welcome ‘Mini’ distraction from the dark and cold winter months we 
are currently experiencing.

Turning to what we have on offer for you in this issue of 
CooperWorld, I am pleased to say that we have yet another magazine 
packed full with a variety of interesting and informative articles and 
reports. For instance, we have no less the 12 Register reports spread 
over 13 pages whilst there are 9 Regional reports that stretch to 6 
pages. So there should be something for everyone within those pages 
and I am indebted to all the individuals that contributed towards 
them. I could have included one or two other articles but sadly 
there is a limit on the number of pages we have and so these will be 
included in next month’s issue.

An article which I knew was on its way to me that I was particularly 
keen to receive and read has been written by Geoff Hayes who, as 

a school boy in 1968, was lucky enough to have been taken by his 
father to see the Monte Carlo Rally that year. In his article Geoff 
reminisces about the experiences he and his father had as they 
followed the rally. Geoff has included with his article with some of 
the photos taken by the pair whilst on their adventure and which 
will not have been seen previously by most, and so I am grateful 
to Geoff for allowing us the opportunity to share them here in 
CooperWorld. You will find Geoff’s article on page 20 in the 
Members’ articles section of the magazine.

When you have finished reading Geoff ’s article then stay in the 
Members’ articles section as there are another three there 
that you might find of interest too. For starters, Steve Harris 
has written part three of his article recounting some of his 
reminiscences of the experiences he had working at Downton 
Engineering and then subsequently for himself. Then Peter 
Barker continues with his ‘interview’ series of articles and 
this month Peter’s interviewee is the late and eminent rally 
navigator Tony Ambrose. The final article of the three, written 
by Rod Chilcot, is somewhat on different lines to the others just 
mentioned but please do read it as it contains an important plea 
from Rod as you will see.

Paul Sulma 



We desperately need the Youth Co-ordinator's role to be filled, so that 
the momentum is not lost. We must encourage and cultivate interest 
from younger people – who less we not forget, will ensure that the 
MCR continues as years go by. The Competition Secretary is also a 
role that we have to fill, as being a recognised club under the MSA; we 
are required to have a Competition Secretary. The club's competition 
element is not what it was thirty years ago, but we still have a good 
number of members who regularly compete with their Minis in 
competition. Over the years the emphasis has shifted towards rallying 
rather than racing. Still a good few race and even more attend sprints 
and hill climbs. Not strictly competition, but the even more popular 
Touring Assembly events that the club and regions organise, also fall 
under the Competition Secretary's jurisdiction. Lastly, we welcome 
any new member who wishes to come onboard as a non designated 
member, who is happy to take on specific tasks to lighten the load 
of others. It is also a good stepping stone to get experience on the 
Committee, with the view of taking on another role in the future. 

You will read an article written by Rod Chilcot, in this issue of 
CooperWorld, where he makes a plea for members to contribute and 
become Committee members. Do make a point of reading it. Anyone 
who is considering applying for a Committee post, or wishes to chat over 
the particular roles, can talk to any Committee member before hand and 
I will, of course, be happy to talk to any prospective new Committee 
members. Let’s hope that we can fill these important roles at the AGM.

Beaulieu, believe it or not, is just over three months away on 10th June 
and once again, and for the very last time, Tony Salter will be running the 
show for us. The theme for this year’s show with be ‘Coachbuilt Cars’ 
and already in hand, Neville Smyth has lined up a good number of special 
Coachbuilt cars to feast your eyes upon. The second display will be called 
‘Plastic Fantastic’ which means a display of fibreglass kit cars from the 
1960s, 70s and 80s. Anyone who has either a suitable Coachbuilt car or a 
plastic kit car should contact Tony with the view to displaying on the day. 
Tickets went on sale on 1st February and as always, buying your tickets in 
advance and on-line, will save you a lot of money. The good news is that 
ticket prices have been held this year. Go to the Club's web site www.
minicooper.org and follow the Beaulieu links to buy your discounted 
tickets. Oh, and I’ve ordered sunshine for the entire day!

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

The Club's AGM is almost upon us 
and we hope to see as many of you 

as possible at the Banbury House Hotel, 
Banbury – the post code of which is OH16 
9AH - the date and time being Sunday 
17th March at 11am. A buffet lunch will, as 
always, be supplied for those attending. You 
will be able to hear what the Committee 
has to say. Each committee member will 
give a report on their areas of responsibility 
and you will have the opportunity to ask any 
relevant questions you may have. The club 
continues to be in a good position financially 

and prior to the AGM Ian Hitchman will post our accounts on the members' 
area of the forum so that you can view and digest these important figures. 
This is your opportunity to have your say about the club and its activities. 
The Committee looks forward to meeting and hearing your views.

We are however, in much need of some new blood on the Committee 
and we do need to find three new members to step up and fill the vacant 
positions due to some of our number stepping down now. A good 
number of us have been serving Committee members for many years, 
and whilst that means we have a wealth of experience on the Committee, 
it does mean that these long serving members do feel, quite rightly, that 
they have done their bit and want others to replace them.

Peter Moss, who has served as Treasurer for a long while and latterly 
as Competition Secretary, is standing down. His experience of financial 
and business matters together with his current competition experience 
will be sadly missed. His services to the Club and Committee have 
been invaluable. Rod Chilcot has also served on the Committee for a 
number of years and, although in a non-designated position, has always 
contributed with suggestions and ideas concerning the Club and his 
calm measured response will also be much missed. Finally, we are 
losing, after a very short tenure, Sarah Voss as our Youth Co-ordinator. 
Sarah, despite her best intentions has been unable, due to her heavy 
work commitments as a practicing vet, to devote the time to her MCR 
duties as she had hoped. Sarah came on board with many refreshing and 
ambitious ideas, designed to encourage younger members into the club 
and provide activities that they could take part in. The very successful 
Off Peaks Run last October was a fine example. 

We welcome the following new members who joined 
during January

NEW MEMBERS

Anthony Breakspear, Honiton, Devon

Fred Levey, Newcastle upon Tyne, Tyne and Wear

Sid Malik, Hounslow, Middx

Chris Lewis, Hereford, Herefordshire

David James, Reading, Berks

Wiebe Meyer, Ontario, Canada

Mark & Barbara Willard, Wickford, Essex

Keith Bennett, Watton, Norfolk

Simon Vernall, Monmouth, Monmouthshire

Paul & Angela Dyson, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Tyne and Wear

Dennis Santarinala, San, Diego, California, USA

Andrew Craig, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear

Steve Ede, Colchester, Essex
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Plastic Minis
Although Beaulieu this year will feature a line up of coach built 
Minis in the main arena, as I mentioned in last month’s issue, 
the alternative display in the arena will be of plastic bodied kit 
cars closely associated with the Mini. I have 12 places and I am 

looking for appropriate cars to form this display.

If you have a car that could be a candidate, then please 
contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org with a picture of it.

Those selected will receive an entry ticket for the day. I 
already have a Midas so I am really looking for cars of the likes 

of Marcos, Jem, GTM etc.

Thanks.

Tony Salter

WANTED



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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to pop up. Please also let me know if you are coming so I can organise 
the club space. This year the festival is on the 25th-26th August. 
Members from Kent will be camping over the weekend if you would 
like to join in on the social.

Once again thank you to John Price for putting himself forward to co-
ordinate an MCR presence at the Silverstone Classic on the weekend 
of 20th -22nd July. Attendance at this event is likely to be one day. For 
further information contact John at SC_15@icloud.com 
 
The Ham Sandwich Run for 2018 will take place on Sunday 19th August, 
registration is now open. It will be £30 per car including entry to the 
attraction visit for driver and navigator. We can promise some great 
roads and an interesting route in a slightly different part of Kent in 2018. 

That’s all for now! 

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

T he Register is attending the Drive it 
Day Sunday Scramble at The Bicester 

Heritage Centre on the 22nd April. Tickets 
are on sale via the Bicester Heritage 
website. http://bicesterheritage.co.uk/ 
To obtain club discount, you will need to 
click on the ‘Enter Promotional Code’ 
link towards the top of the ‘Tickets’ block 
on the booking page and input your club 
discount code MINICR418. The club 
ticket option will then be visible for you to 
select and purchase tickets. Please note 
that club tickets sales close at midnight on 
Sunday 15th April 2018 and are subject to 
availability.

We hope to have some Ex-Works cars on the stand, but please note 
that all types and variants of classic Mini are welcome. We will have our 
gazebo on the stand for shelter from hopefully the blazing sun. The club 
stand is being kindly organised by Colin Harrison who you can contact 
on 07813 552783 or colin.harrison3@ntlworld.com.

As its drive it day in Kent we will be holding a breakfast run which 
includes a ‘Tulip’ run around the Kent countryside. The breakfast at the 
Airport Café is fantastic and we hope to have a rather interesting end 
point. Contact me to book on it and it will cost £10 per car including a 
rally plate, route book and usual bits.

We have just a few tickets for our members available at face value for 
the London to Brighton Run, email me for further details. Get in quick.

Booking tickets for the Brands Hatch Mini festival is now open. There is 
no code this year but just select Mini Cooper Register for the discount 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

10 | www.minicooper.org

EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand  
Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance

March 2018

Event: Goodwood Members Meeting 
Date: 17th – 18th March  
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.goodwood.com/flagship-events/
members-meeting/

Event: Brooklands Mini Day 
Date: 25th March  
Location: Brooklands Museum Trust Ltd, 
Brooklands Road, Weybridge. KT13 0QN 
Contact: https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/ 

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show 
Date: 23rd – 25th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April 2018

Event: Spring Action Day 
Date: 7th April 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Pride of Longbridge 
Date: 14th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge, B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day 
Date: 15th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

Event: Drive it Day Sunday Scramble at Bicester Heritage 
Date: 22nd April 
Location: Bicester Heritage Centre, Bicester 
Contact: Tickets are on sale via the Bicester Heritage 
website. http://bicesterheritage.co.uk/ Club Stand 
Contact Colin Harrison colin.harrison3@ntlworld.com

Event: Drive It Day Breakfast Run 
Date: 22nd April 
Location: Kent Region – Airport Café M20 
Contact: h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

May 2018

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: 4th-5th-6th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: http://www.doningtonhistoric.com/

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: 6th May 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park Classic Mini’s.  
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: 5th-6th May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, Wilts 
Contact: downton@live.co.uk or Dorset Region Rep. 
Nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Event: Riveria Run 
Date: 5th-7th May 
Location: St Austell, Devon 
Contact: http://www.cmcrivierarun.co.uk/

Event: Himley Hall British Mini Day 
Date: 13th May  
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Mini Festival 
Date: 12th-13th May 
Location: Snetterton 
Contact: http://snetterton.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Minis at the Quarry 
Date: 12th May 
Location: Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre 
Contact: http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/

Event: IMM Portugal 
Date: 17th-23rd May 
Location: Praia de Mira, Portugal 
Contact: http://www.imm2018.pt/

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
Date: 19th - 20th May 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 20th May  
Location: Brighton 
Contact: http://www.london-to-brighton.co.uk/
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June 2018

Event: Minis at Dunsfold 
Date: 2nd June  
Location: Dunsfold (Top Gear Track) 
Contact: https://minisatdunsfold.co.uk/

Event: South Hants Classic Vehicle Preservation Society 
Show and Auto Jumble  
Date: 3rd June 
Location: Queen Elizabeth Country Park 
Contact: www.shvps.org.uk 

Event: National Metro & Mini Show  
Date: 3rd June 2018 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/
events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day 
Date: 10th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINI’s.  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 17th June 
Location: Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. Displays, 
traders, club stands, autojumble. 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 16th-17th June  
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Really Retro Show 
Date: 24th June  
Location: Seighford Airfield, Stafford. 
Contact: http://www.reallyretroshow.com/

July 2018

Event: Minis Wipers  
Date: 7th-8th July 
Location: Ypres Belgium 
Contact: Justin Ridyard events@minicooper.org

Event: Classic Le Mans 
Date: 6th - 7th – 8th July 
Location: Le Mans, France  
Contact: http://www.lemansclassic.com/language/en/
home/

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 12th – 15th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: NO EVENT FOR 2018 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 20th -22nd July  
Location: Silverstone Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - SC_15@icloud.com

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 21st July 
Location: Oulton Park  
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

August 2018

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 3rd-5th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: 4th-5th August 
Location: Westbrook Farm Touring Park, Harp Rd, 
Brent Knoll, Highbridge TA9 4HQ 
Contact: http://www.utmm.co.uk/new/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 4th and 5th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car.  
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 12th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 19th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 25th – 26th August 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

September 2018

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble 
Date: 1st - 2nd September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 7th-9th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 16th – 17th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: TBC

Event: Minis to the Alps  
Date: 15th – 22nd September  
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young - membership@minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 22nd September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 23rd September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Mini Action Day 2018 
Date: 29th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 30th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2018

November 2018

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 9th 11th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

January 2019

Event: Mini Cooper Register Hinton Firs Weekend 
Date: 25th to 29th January 
Location: Bournemouth  
Contact: Josh Bromage j-bromage@outlook.com

EVENTS
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EVENTS

01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR
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Mini Cooper Register Annual General Meeting

Sunday 18th March 2018
 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Mini Cooper Register will take 
place at the Best Western Hotel Oxford Road Banbury Oxfordshire OX16 9AH. Directions can 
be found on www.bestwestern.co.uk.
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Please arrive at the Hotel for 10.45 a.m. 

The Meeting starts promptly at 11:00 a.m.

There will be a free buffet lunch for members after the AGM.

Nominations Wanted
The Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. The current Chairman should receive nominations of candidates 
for election to the Committee not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

All posts are open for nomination any member may apply.

All positions will all become vacant at the Annual General Meeting. Posts which you can be nominated for are Competition Secretary, 
Editor, Events Co-Ordinator, Public Relations, Regalia Secretary, Regional Organiser, Secretary and Treasurer. It is vital and urgent that 
someone volunteers for each position to allow the continued smooth running of the Club. Your Club needs you! 

Please contact Robert Young if you want to discuss any position.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be elected by ballot between the newly elected members at the next Committee meeting 
following this Annual General Meeting.

Please include the following in a nomination: Committee Post, the nominee’s name and club membership number, the proposer’s 
name and club membership number and signatures of both people. Please include your reasons for applying and detail any 
relevant qualities, experience and qualifications. This is your chance to make a difference to the running of the Club.

Agenda Proposals Wanted
Any member wishing to have an item included on the agenda of the meeting must submit it, in writing, to the current Chairman 
not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

The Submission needs to include the name and membership number of the person submitting the item a proposer’s name and 
membership number and the signatures of both people.

Note
Admission to the Annual General Meeting will be strictly limited to current members only. Please bring your membership card in 
order to gain admittance to the meeting.

The Committee does not recommend this meeting as a suitable place for children or pets.

Please address nominations and agenda proposals to:
Robert Young, MCR AGM, Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden, Kent. TN30 7NE

Nominations and agenda proposals to arrive no later than Monday 12th March 2018.
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The MCR’s National Mini Day at Beaulieu 
Sunday 10th June 2018

The MCR’s National Mini day at Beaulieu 2018 will see unparalleled glitz, glamour and luxury with a 
large display of coach built Minis, Coopers and Ss featuring the likes of Hooper, Radford, and Wood & 
Picket amongst others.   

Many of these companies were more at home with the likes of Rolls Royces and Bentleys, but when 
your famous customer asks for their Mini to be converted, who were they to argue?  Expect to see 
all the things on a Mini that were ground breaking in the 60s and 70s, and that we now take for 
granted on a modern car such as, Hatchbacks, electric windows, full leather interiors etc, and all at 
a substantial cost at the time. Many of these cars were previously owned by the rich and famous and 
some have been meticulously restored to their original glory.

As usual the arena will see a separate display of unusual cars. This year the display is titled ‘Plastic 
Fantastic’ and refers to the various fibreglass Mini based cars that have been produced in the past. 
This will include examples from the 60s and 70s with the likes of Marcos, GTM and others that are not 
so well known.  

Then sharing space in the arena we will have the concours competition.  Last year was exceptional 
in the number and quality of cars entered for this prestigious competition, and so the judges had a 
hard time deciding on the best cars. But eventually they did of course decide the eventual winners 
of the trophies. It is advisable to enter early to ensure that you receive a place if you are planning on 
entering the competition.

As always Beaulieu will host an unrivalled gathering of Ex-Works and Competition cars along with 
many of the personalities associated with these cars from the heyday of the Mini.

The date for your diary is the 10th of June and the venue is The National Motor Museum at Beaulieu 
in Hampshire. All Minis and MINIS are welcome.

The ticket line will open at the beginning of February as will the trade booking facility.

I have been organising our annual Beaulieu event now for the last 5 years and I would like to step 
down from doing so. Therefore, I am looking for someone who is willing to take on the event.  I would 
be available for a couple of years to help the new person settle in. Any takers please contact me. 

Tony Salter 

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.

Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers
This year’s date for the show is the 10th June 

and, as usual, I am in need of volunteers to 
help with marshalling. There are two shifts, one 
from 8:00am to 10:30am and the later one from 

10:30am to 1:00pm. 

As you can see I only need 2 ½ hours maximum 
of your time. In return I can offer a free entry 
ticket, a meal voucher and the opportunity to 

see many of the cars that come to our show. The 
remainder of the day is your own.

Please either call me on 02380 560073 (eves 
only) or email me on beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Helpers are essential to the running of our national 
day and your help is very much appreciated. 

If you are interested in

helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073

alternatively email me on

beaulieu@minicooper.org

Trade Stands
We are now taking bookings for Trade 
Stands for this year’s National Mini Day at 
the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, New 
Forest, Hampshire and we are pleased to say 
that the cost of stands is being held at last 
year’s level.

We are restricted on space for stands, so they will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
Early booking is therefore essential to ensure 
your place and booking must be made in advance 
as it will not possible to turn up on the day. Each 
5m x 5m trade stand will be £45 plus the cost of 
an entrance ticket per person attending. Please 
go to our website www.minicooper.org, follow 
the Beaulieu tab, to see the latest update on the 
trade stands and availability. 

 
Please email Peter Barratt  
at: email beaulieutrade@minicooper.org 

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 
website www.minicooper.org and email 

it to Tony Salter at:  
beaulieu@minicooper.org

If you do not have access to a computer
call Tony Salter on 02380 560073 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket.

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble. We will have an area 
reserved for private autojumbling from a 
non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket. 

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter (02380 560073).
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MCR social weekend Hinton Firs Hotel Bournemouth 2018
By Lorraine Hampson

EVENTS

fascinating Bovington Tank Museum and which around 50 members 
visited. We needed to be back at the hotel for the traditional 
afternoon ‘KWIZZ’ with questions devised by Lyn and Barry again 
and, believe it or not, the questions were NOT all about Minis! 
This certainly got our brain cells working. The team with the 
lowest marks were awarded wooden spoons and the winning team 
received a bottle of wine each and well deserved it was too. In 
keeping with the weekend’s theme, the teams of six were named 
The Bromsgrove Buccaneers, The Seafarers, The Planks, The 
Jolly Rogers, The Odd Couple and, last but not least, the winners 
Thames Valley Swashbucklers. 

Here are the official Kwizz results:
1st place and winners - The Thames Valley Swashbucklers (149 points)
2nd place - The Odd Couple (of Pirates) (144)
3rd place - The Jolly Rogers (142)
4th place - The Planks (141)
5th place - The Seafarers (136)
The Wooden Spoon - The Bromsgrove Buccaneers (103) 

After retreating to our rooms to change into our fancy dress outfits 
for the evening, we were treated to a complimentary Bucks Fizz 
reception kindly provided by the Hinton Firs hotel. The theme was 
Dress like a Pirate!

Another delicious dinner followed and then the raffle. A grand sum of 
£360 from the raffle went to I.S.G. which is the charity support group 
for an extremely rare and genetic skin condition - Harlequin Ichthyosis. 
You can read more about it here: http://www.ichthyosis.org.uk/

The evening’s entertainment was an excellent disco provided by the 
hotel which gave members a change to ‘shake a leg’ or ‘strut their funky 
stuff’ or just relax and talk to each other.

Another hearty breakfast was enjoyed on Sunday morning and then a 
chance to go for a brisk walk or a leisurely stroll or stay at the hotel 
to chat, mingle and reminisce with old and new friends. After working 
up an appetite we all had a lovely Sunday lunch, said our goodbyes 
and departed.

I can honestly say it was a fun weekend and I have already filled in my 
priority booking form for next year’s event which is Friday 25th January 
to Sunday 27th January. Many thanks go to Joshua and Kim Bromage for 
organising the weekend and to the hotel staff and proprietor for putting 
up with us yet again for another year!

Lorraine Hampson

Photos by Lyn Wood

For the 36th consecutive year the Mini Cooper Register’s annual 
social event was held at the Hinton Firs Hotel in Bournemouth. 

Around 75 members consisting of wives/husbands and partners, 
enjoyed the familiar surroundings of this seaside town on the south 
coast. It was an opportunity for all to catch up with old friends and 
colleagues and make new ones. Arrival was from Friday afternoon 
although several members extended their weekend by arriving on 
Thursday. After the delicious Friday evening dinner we retreated 
to the comfort of the bar and lounge rooms to drink tea, coffee or 
something a little stronger. 

Unfortunately, Saturday morning started (and continued) wet and 
windy but, it was then end of January of course. After breakfast, 
a run had been organised by Alan Booth to the popular and 

Mostly MINI parking here

One of the newest MINIs in the car park

Classic and modern Minis both welcome

An unusual paint scheme on this Mini



EVENTS

Dinner about to be served to the hungry crews

Pirates and Parrots a 
classic combination

Captain Hook looks 
pleased with his hook!

The Swashbucklers of Thames Valley Region

The not so Jolly looking Rogers

Kwizz in progress with Cap'n Barry 
at the Kwizzmaster’s helm 
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Memories of Downtown - Part three
By Steven Harris 

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

In 2018 I will have been involved with Downton 
Engineering and their related products for 53 years and 

of which 41of those years as a sole trader.

Since the closure of Downton Engineering Limited in 1976, I 
have been fortunate enough to have maintained to this day, 
some of the original Downton customers’ cars and engines 
that I first worked on at the original Downton premises.

Whilst I was employed at Downton, I gained considerable 
knowledge from my peers as well as from Daniel Richmond 
through spending long periods of time with him, road testing 
cars which were destined to be covered in motoring articles. 
These article gave the company a great deal of exposure along 
with all the motorsport success customers had, not forgetting 
the Richmond’s own personal achievements all adding to the 
magic of Downton.

During the BMC days a development department was 
headed up by the late Ray Sheppard (nick named the 
professor) and Ray was the longest serving member at 
Downton with 21 yrs to his credit. During this time Ray 
acquired lots of Downton memorabilia, some of which will 
be new to the enthusiast’s.  So, thanks to Ray’s son Richard 
who has entrusted me with many of these items, a collection 
of Downton material will be displayed at the annual 
Downton Classic Show on Sat 5th May 2018. 

In 1964 when I joined Downton a works social club was 
formed and was known as Downton Engineering Works Social 
Club (DEWS) spear headed by Barry Hawkins. As I recall, it 
lasted no more than 3 years, and being only 17 yrs old at the 
time I was the youngest member of the club. My social life 
was a combination of cars and being in a strong relationship 
with Brenda Notley. We eventually married 10 years later and 
have now been married for 42 years. 

During that period over five years were at Downton 
Engineering, four years with George Tooth and Richard 
Longman. When leaving Downton Engineering to form the 
partnership with George and Richard, Daniel Richmond 
actually gave me £200 and wished me all the best for my 
future. I don't know anyone else that got that! 

After deciding to leave the partnership Bunty Richmond 
asked me to return to Downton after Daniel’s death to 
oversee the works which I did until the closure of the 
company, and at which time I started on my own trading as 
Steve Harris Motor Engineering.

Here we are now in 2018 the social club renamed 
Downton Motor Club – DEWS and is recognised by the 
MSA for running a Speed Championship which offers a 
wide range of Mini based classes. I am the competition 
secretary and can be contacted by email at the following 
address: downton@live.co.uk . Now in its 10th year since 
reforming, this will be celebrated at the Downton Classic 
Show on Saturday 5th May with a road run on 6th May 
finishing at Compton Abbas Air Field.

All details and booking forms on the website www.dewsc.org.uk

Steven Harris 
Copyright 2017 
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The 1968 Monte Carlo Rallye a spectator’s experience
By Geoff Hayes

country lane. There was nothing to suggest that the Pont de Miolans to 
Saint Auban stage of the rally was due to take place 12 hours later.

So, my dad found a nice flat bit of ground, just off the road, and parked up. 
We got sorted, and settled down for the evening. During the night we heard 
vehicles pulling up, so that confirmed to us that we had got the right location.

Dawn broke, and on emerging from the VW, we saw that the BMC service 
crew had set up shop right by us. I was a pig in poo, and I couldn’t wait 
to ‘rub shoulders’ with my hero Mini drivers!  Sometime later, the first 
few cars started to arrive. You could hear them well before you could see 
them. Someone from the service team asked for quiet, and then shouted 
Mini! Obviously, these guys knew the sound of an approaching Cooper S. 
I can’t remember the order that the crews arrived, but I remember one 
of the cars pulled up with a little bit of damage to the rear wheel arch. A 
service team member asked when that had happened, and the crew said, 
“Just up the road, we clipped the concrete bridge wall”.

I well remember Timo Makinen coming in and asking for new tyres. But, the 
service team had none to give him. A not very happy Timo said “what the 
bloody hell is this? No bloody tyres?” The Dunlop van was supposed to be at 
this location, but did not show. As Timo drove angrily off, I heard a mechanic 
say, “Oh, he will go and wreck the gearbox now!”

We also watched the cars on the final mountain circuit, in the village of Saint-
Sauveur-sur-tinee. There was service, and a time control there, and the stage 
start up to Beuil was just outside the village. So, we alternated our spectating with 
watching a bit of service, and then a short walk to see the start of the stage. And 
what a great view that was! From an elevated spot on the edge of the village you 
could see the stage start, below us, on the other side of the river valley. To see, 
and hear the cars climb up that mountain road, headlights blazing, is something I 
still remember to this day and especially the howl of the Porsche 911s.

And the day after the rally, we went into Monaco, and came across the 
winning Porsche 911 of Vic Elford and David Stone, together with the Mini 
of Rauno Aaltonen and the BMC1800 of Brian Culcheth all looking super 
clean, I presume for the awards ceremony.
I can’t believe this was 50 years ago, but they are memories that I treasure.

Geoff Hayes

January 1968, and my dad suggested we go and follow the Monte Carlo 
Rallye in his VW Caravanette. It meant me having time off school, but 

hey, school or going on Monte Carlo with my dad. No brainer!

My dad, being a member of the Dunlop motor club, obtained the 
service schedule for the Dunlop tyre vans, and we knew they would 
be looking after the BMC team.

I don't remember anything of the drive down through France, but I 
do remember arriving at our first service point. Pont de Miolans. 
It was early evening, and getting dark. Not a sign of life. No village 
in sight. No lights from a farmhouse. Nothing. Just us and an empty 
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.
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Tony Ambrose
By Peter Barker

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

The first professional rally co-driver as opposed to navigator, Tony 
Ambrose, was a man of great intelligence and originality when it 

came to developing his craft. This article is based upon an interview I 
had with him first published in 2001 in MiniWorld magazine.

‘I began my motorsport career at the age of 15 as a navigator in treasure 
hunts around the Cotswolds. They were thinly disguised road races in those 
days and gave me a liking for speed and an understanding of navigation. As the 
1950s progressed there were many opportunities for navigators who knew 
what they were doing and I finished second on the prestigious London Rally 
in 1953 and ’54. I then had a phone call from Welsh television dealer, Lyndon 
Sims, asking if I would do the 1956 RAC Rally with him in his Aston Martin. I 
assumed that he wanted me to pay half the costs and being on a short service 
commission in the RAF at the time, I replied that I couldn’t possibly afford it. 
‘Don’t worry about that boy’ said Lyndon, and he was as good as his word 
paying all the bills. I had a free ride on the RAC Rally, wonderful!’ 

Sims’ confidence paid off as the young Ambrose navigated him to 1st 
place overall on his first international rally. Aston Martin were impressed 
enough to lend the young airman a brand new DB2 which upset his 
station commander when he parked it in front of the officer’s mess on his 
return to base. More rallies with Lyndon Sims followed during the next 
two years but Tony’s second big break was self-initiated.

‘The BMC team entered four of the new Austin-Healey 3000s for the Liege 
Sofia Liege rally. Three ran in convoy with the navigator in the first car leading 
the way and the other two navigators sleeping. The whole convoy went the 
wrong way and the three were disqualified subsequently for being late. I was 
so incensed that I wrote to BMC Team Manager Marcus Chambers saying 
that I could do better if given a chance. Much to my surprise he wrote back to 
me saying that he hadn’t realised I was available for rallies and would I like to 
have lunch with him at the Motor Show to discuss a future programme?’

At that lunch Tony also renewed his friendship with driver Peter Riley 
(whom he’d known since university). Now both members of the BMC 
Works team, Tony and Peter were given a brand new 850cc Austin Mini 
Seven in which to compete. They took part in the 1959 Portuguese 
Rally finishing 64th overall after a difficult run. How did the new wonder 
car compare to the other rallying mounts of the day?

‘I really wanted to get my hands on the big Healey as the Mini was a bit of 
a joke in 1959. I remember taking one home and my neighbour asking me 
what sort of bubble car it was. It was desperately underpowered and rally 
drivers had difficulty with it at first because no-one had any experience of 
driving front wheel drive cars. But it was a great advance over the Austin A40 
Devon. Peter was a quick learner and got the hang of it faster than most.’

Tony was convinced that the problem for British crews rallying abroad 
was a lack of proper reconnaissance. Unfamiliarity with roads and local 
conditions was depressing BMC’s results.

‘The official BMC team view (at that time) was that recces were a 
waste of time and money. This was partly because their attempts at 

it had been half-hearted. The whole team went on an experimental 
recce before the 1960 Monte but some of the team members were 
less than enthusiastic. Tommy Wisdom refused to get up before 10am 
and insisted on a three hour lunch break. Others wouldn’t drive after 
dark and called it a day at 6pm. Two of the drivers had a fight in the 
hotel over the affections of another team member – it was a complete 
shambles. I had to speak up in support of Peter Riley who insisted that 
recces were the way of the future and he was proved right eventually.’

Peter and Tony were extremely forward thinking for the time and along 
with more effective recceing began to develop the team’s navigational 
notes into something more potent.

‘Peter and I did the 1960 Tulip Rally in an Austin A105. It was so slow 
that Peter had to keep his foot flat down at all times to make any decent 
progress. On the ferry back to the UK we realised that if we had coded 
notes that described every feature of the road a driver could have a 
continuous ‘talk-down’ of the road ahead of him to avoid lifting for easy 
corners etc. We called these new notes ‘pace notes’ and I wrote to Marcus 
explaining the idea. He let Peter and I go on a proper two man recce and 
we made notes for the difficult sections of the 1960 Liege Sofia Liege rally. 
This paid off as we ran as high as 11th before the engine blew up.’

Alongside his rallying with Peter Riley, Tony was also taking part in 
events for BMC in a Morris Mini Minor with Alick Pitts.

‘Alec was a dapper little man from Birmingham. He used to race big open 
sportscars wearing a deerstalker hat and he was very fast. BMC put him 
into a Mini Minor (TMO 560) for the 1960 Monte, but nobody realised 
that he was very short sighted. He couldn’t see patches of gravel or ice 
at high speed and I had to read the road for him as well as navigate which 
was very tiring. The dreaded Mini clutch slip began 250km from the 
start in Paris and got worse and worse. We tried to cure it by firing the 
fire extinguisher into the clutch housing (to dissolve the oil causing the 
clutch slip). Then we stopped and bought some carbon tetrachloride (dry 
cleaning fluid) and put that in. To this day I remember that the French 
for carbon tetrachloride is ‘essence d’etacher’. This didn’t cure it so we 
stopped again and put sand into the clutch housing. Finally we shovelled 
gravel into the housing and the whole thing locked solid. We drove like 
that for the rest of the rally. Alec’s eyesight and the lack of a clutch caught 
us out and we ran into the back of a milk lorry outside Castellane. His 
door was pushed in and the roof went up into a point. The whole car 
was distorted. We carried on with Alick perching on the inside of his 
seat just able to reach the wheel and got to Monte Carlo in 73rd place. 
Unfortunately, Alec Issigonis was in Monte and when he saw what we 
had done to the car he ordered it to be shipped back to the UK before 
anyone could see it. He was absolutely furious!’

‘I did two more rallies with Alick in a Mini Minor (619 AOG) including 
the Geneva Rally where he got the car lodged on a low wall above 
a gorge. His door was over the road but mine was over the torrent 
hundreds of feet below. He got out of his door and held onto the car 
while I got out. We did save the car but our rallying was over.’

Tony at Abingdon 
for a publicity shoot

Tony with Works foreman Tommy Wellman 
and 977ARX in the background on a lift

The last rally in which Tony navigated on for BMC 
was the 1966 RAC with Lampinen his driver but he 
rolled the car and they retired
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During 1962 Tony met the driver with whom he was to reach the top 
in rallying.

‘Rauno Aaltonen and I did the 1962 Liege-Sofia-Liege rally in an Austin Healey 
but we were disqualified when someone stole our road book in Belgrade. 
For the RAC Rally we were given a Group 3 Mini Cooper (977 ARX) and 
came fifth overall. That was a fantastic result for the Mini – the best yet on 
the RAC and we were teamed up again for the ’63 Monte with the same car 
but in Group 1 guise. Rauno’s driving was superb. He was very smooth which 
helped keep him as fresh as possible. On the recce he drove over the Col du 
Granier, the Col de Cuchon and the Col de Porte at full speed. The he turned 
to me and said ‘Now you drive back.’ I learned much about driving technique 
from Rauno. He taught me about left foot braking and urged me to go faster 
and faster. On the rally I did much of the driving during the Concentration Run 
to let Rauno sleep so that he was in top form for the difficult stuff. We finished 
third, another excellent result for the team. It wasn’t an instant partnership, 
we had to work at it, but whenever Rauno came to the UK he would stay at 
my house. There was never any stress or problems between us.’

Tony’s driving skill developed to the point where he was the fastest 
co-driver in the BMC Team. He once averaged 89mph on a Liege 
road section, a speed that would have been creditable for some of the 
professional drivers of the day. Using his newly developed skills, Tony 
assisted Rauno to an overall win on the 1963 Alpine Rally in the very 
first Works rally Mini Cooper S (277 EBL).

Timo Makinen also joined the BMC team during 1963 and Tony recalled 
his first meeting with this larger than life character.
‘BMC gave a party at Abingdon and Rauno came back to stay with me 
afterwards. The phone rang at 8am next morning and this gruff Finnish 
voice said ‘I speak Rauno’. Rauno was on the phone for a while and then 
said ‘we have to go to London to rescue Timo.’ We got to his hotel 
to find him tucked up in bed with several huge teddy bears which he 
had bought for various girls. He had gone from the party to a nightclub 
where he bought drinks for everyone until he ran out of money. The 
management then took his passport from him which left him with no 
way of paying his hotel bill or identifying himself. We sorted him out and 
paid his bills. That was my first encounter with Timo!’

Tony did a few rallies with Timo including the 1963 Midnight Sun rally after 
which they were disqualified for having no bumpers on their Austin Healey.

‘Timo had a different driving style to Rauno. He was forever throwing 
the car sideways and then catching it, which was very dramatic, but it 
did tire him out. I had to insist that he let me drive on the road sections 
so that he was ready for the stages. It was thrilling to be driven by him, 
he was so fast, but I had to take him in hand pretty firmly to get results. 
It was a matter of man management.’

Timo and Tony won the 1964 Tulip Rally in a 1275cc Mini Cooper S 
(AJB 66B) and then Timo enjoyed a long career with Paul Easter as his 
co-driver. Tony continued his successful partnership with Rauno. In 
1964 they were 7th on the Monte, 1st in class on the Alpine Rally and 
won the Liege-Sofia-Liege outright in an Austin Healey. For 1965 Rauno 
and Tony were partnered once more and this was to be their big year. 
Things got pretty hectic but it paid off.

‘We had a lousy Monte retiring our Cooper S (CRX 88B) with electrical 
trouble. We then got stranded on the Swedish Rally in -30 degrees C 
with broken transmission, which wasn’t funny. The Czech Rally was 
a great success with an outright win for Rauno and I, and then it was 
the Alpine where we came 14th. The Polish Rally followed hard on 
the heels of the Alpine and we won again despite Rauno scalding his 
arm when he removed the radiator cap from the hot radiator. He was 
almost delirious with pain by the end of the event.

The season came to a head with the RAC Rally. Rauno and I were in a 
Cooper S (DJB 93B) and Timo and Paul were in a Healey. The only crew 
who could beat Rauno and I in the European Rally Championship was a 
non-starter so we had that in the bag before we set off. Timo was in the 
lead for the first half of the event but then we got to North Wales and it 
was icy. The Mini had better traction than the Healey and Rauno kept the 
wheels in virgin snow, on the heather – on anything that would give us a 
bit of grip. Eventually we came to a halt and we both got out of the car 
and pushed with the car in first gear. Suddenly it gripped, Rauno jumped 
in and I was left behind as he kept the car going to the top of the hill. I 
struggled through the heather to meet Rauno and jumped back in.

We reached Dovey and found Timo and Paul parked by the roadside. 
They were completely exhausted and were fiddling around with the 
horn trying to get it to work. They’d simply driven themselves to a 
standstill, whereas Rauno and I had shared the driving more and were 
still able to carry on (Author’s note: Paul Easter has since disputed this 
memory of events). We got to the finish with Rauno and I first and Timo 
and Paul second. We were the only Mini ever to win the RAC Rally.’

After the end of the 1965 season Tony took stock and decided that it 
was time to retire.

‘I sensed that the Mini was coming to the end of its run and my rally 
commitments meant that I had hardly seen my daughters growing up. 
I was having to run my business by remote control and frankly I was 
getting bored with the endless recces.’

The burden of making pace notes for a full time professional team was 
too much for Tony to bear.

‘I told Stuart that the 1966 Monte would be my last event with the 
BMC team. Rauno and I wanted to win it. We did manage second place 
before being disqualified on the lighting charge.’

Afterwards Tony did the occasional event with Rauno and was deeply 
involved in the organisation of the 1968 London to Sydney Marathon and 
the 1970 World Cup Rally. He served on the RAC Competitions Committee 
for five years and also undertook other duties for them. At the time of this 
interview Tony had retired and he looked back upon a long career.

‘I am amazed that pace notes have not really developed since the mid-
1960s. We had the same problems with them then that crews have today, 
although we always used English for our notes. Some languages are not well 
suited to the delivery of pace notes, and I imagined that an international 
language of pace notes would evolve, but that hasn’t happened.

Rallying is basically very healthy and manufacturers get a decent return 
for their money which wasn’t always the case before Stuart Turner’s 
day. Professionalism was inevitable in the sport and I welcomed it, 
although co-drivers today are paid a fortune compared to what we got!’

Peter Barker 
Copyright © 2018.
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MCR Bournemouth weekend 

Thanks to all who attended this year’s Bournemouth weekend – 36 
years on and still going strong!

A big thank you for your continued support and I understand that 
already a good number of you have pre-booked with the hotel for 
next year’s event so I guess I must be doing ok.

A quick round up of thanks and firstly to Nick and all the staff at the 
hotel for putting up with us again.

Many thanks must go to Alan Booth for taking the time to prepare 
and bring together a run and a place for us to visit.

Then big thanks to Lynne and Barry for organising the Kwizz over 
the last few years for me and thank you in advance to Dave and 
Alison for volunteering to run with the Kwizz next year.

Thank you as always for the generous donations which make up our 
mammoth raffle and of course for buying the tickets for the raffle - £366 
was raised this year which is going to the Ichthyosis Support Group.

The fancy dress theme of Pirates was very well supported but we 
will return to our more sedate Black Tie theme for next year.

Should you have any special requests for next year then of course 
please let me know and I will try to include them.

If you didn’t remember to complete the priority booking form 
before you left the hotel can you please get in touch with the hotel 

as soon as possible so they can reserve you a room. The deposit 
needs to be paid by 1st Sept 2018. Email me for a form which will 
have all the details on it for next year at: j-bromage@outlook.com.

Thanks Again 

Josh Bromage 
Event organiser

LETTERS

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU!
By Rod Chilcot

Sounds familiar? Well it should. At the five AGMs I have attended, our 
Chairman, Robert Young, always appeals for volunteers to join the 

committee and to help in other ways i.e. at the Beaulieu gathering and 
the NEC show. To reach the wider membership this appeal is often 
repeated in his Chairman's Chat column. Sometimes these appeals work 
and so this year’s AGM will be no exception.

So why am I telling you something that you already know? Well, both 
Peter Moss our Competition secretary and former treasurer, Sarah Voss 
our Youth co-ordinator and myself, as a non designated member, are 
standing down from the committee at the AGM.

And the reason I have written this? I’ll explain. It’s simply that the 
committee has a very real and pressing need for new committee 
members. Firstly, to fill the gaps our departures leave and, secondly, to 
ensure committee succession.

I joined the committee in 2012 following the sad loss of Graeme Allan. 
I didn’t know then if I would be of any use, but before retirement I had 
worked for 46 years in professional environments, and so I reckoned 
with all that experience I had gained I had something to offer our club, as 
well as having a willing to learn. My brief was to be prepared, just like the 
scouts which I had helped locally for about 20 years. Simple, as we say.

As I stand down I reflect on the progress and changes that have occurred 
at the club during my involvement. They are considerable and varied. New 
challenges have been met and the club has grown in size and strength 
through the experience and input from all levels of our membership.

I feel confident that this progress will continue and that those who serve 
on the committee will see that it does. There is a varied agenda at every 

meeting, but the succession discussion is always there. So can you help? 
To this end I am making this appeal before the AGM for you to consider 
coming forward and offering. You don't have to attend the AGM to do this.

For those who may feel unsure about the commitment, the un-designated 
role is a way in, whereby the duties of the committee will become clearer, 
and may provide a springboard for you to examine how your own skills 
could benefit the club in its various activities. For those of you with 
particular expertise or skills already in place, please show your hand.

There is no doubt in my mind that our club is extremely well managed and I 
am proud to be a member and to have helped. In closing, I thank all members 
of the committee both past and present for making me so welcome and I will 
continue to support the club in other ways as time permits.

Rod Chilcot
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BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2018

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

New product. 
Jacking Point Grommets

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm



THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
Cooper S Works

The Archive this month, for a change, 
will not centre on the many articles 

written about the classic Mini but will be 
about the modern MINI. For those still 
not able to accept the MINI, simply move 
on to the next article and get over it! The 
Mini, introduced in July 2001, we must not 
forget, was first seen on the streets over 
sixteen years ago, and by any standards the 
early cars are now very old cars by modern 
standards and are becoming collector items 
in their own right. I’ll also say here and now 
that they are a great car, having at long last 

bought one – ditch the horrible run-flats tyres and it’ll be superb!

Peter Barratt, also a long time convert to the MINI, handed me two 
copies of magazines from 2003 when we met at the club's Bournemouth 
weekend. The first, Autocar, had a road test of the new John Cooper 
S Works MINI, this being the first incarnation from that year of this top 
of the range MINI. Autocar proclaimed it to be “the most hilarious and 
fun version of the MINI yet” and added further that “it comes with the 

full BMW warrantee so start saving 
now”. Back in March 2003, the on 
the road price was £18,073 (the 
car was due for release in April that 
year). Compare that to the current 
JCW price tag starting at £23,790 
and we can see how car prices have 
risen over the intervening years.

I guess it’s the performance of the 
car that is remarkable. With 200bhp 
on tap from the 1600cc engine, 
0-60mph takes a scant 6.8 seconds 
and with a top speed of 136mph, 
this car is a real flyer. Interestingly, 
Autocar noted that the 60-0mph 
time was 2.8 seconds being a 
fine testament to the standard 
production brakes fitted to the 
car. Lamentable fuel consumption 
however, was a negative point, 
but anyone with a first generation 
R53 Cooper S, with its lovely 
supercharger, will recognise poor 

consumption figures. The best figures Autocar achieved from the S Works 
were 29.9mpg and the lowest 24.7mpg. These however, because of the 
larger and hence more efficient supercharger fitted, are better than the 
even worse consumption figures for a standard Cooper S. This is still 
poor compared with many cars now, even high performance oil burners, 
returning figures of 50mpg. Coupled with an 11 gallon fuel tank, the 
effective range of the car was not great either.

To start at the beginning of the story, the S Works was developed by the 
John Cooper Garage in West Sussex, Michael Cooper, our president, 
being instrumental and working alongside BMW to produce this uprated 
car. It had to conform to BMW’s strict noise and emissions criteria as well 
as a destruction test. The car passed all with flying colours and hence it 
comes with that BMW warrantee. It should be noted that the car can be 
either bought direct from a BMW MINI dealer or Cooper Garages can 
convert a car for you – either way, it gets the same warrantee. 

So, what does the Works S conversion consist of, for what is around 
£4,000 including labour, on top of a Cooper S? Firstly, a larger 
supercharger is fitted rather than modifying the existing unit - which a 
test showed got very hot, hence fitting a bigger one. The boost is now 
1.0 bar rather than 0.7 bar. The cylinder head and the exhaust system, 
from the mid box back, are changed. These changes produce an extra 
40bhp and torque leaps from 155 lb ft to 177 lb ft, and because of the 
car's relative light weight, these increases in power are hugely significant 
in improving the car's performance. The chassis and brakes all remain 
standard Cooper S – the view being that both are more than sufficient 
for the increase in power. The handling, of the car on the Millbrook 
proving ground, was said to be even better than the standard Cooper 
S and this can only be down to the fitment of the Pirelli Eufori tyres in 
deference to the standard Dunlops. I think also the fitting of the limited 
slip diff as standard on the Cooper S came into its own with all the 
extra power. To all the doubters – what a great car.
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Mike Cooper with the new 
Cooper S Works

Supercharger on the Cooper S Works



Auto Express from March 2003 also tested a Cooper S Works and for 
comparison, included a nice comparative chart for the Cooper S, Cooper 
Works, Cooper and MINI One. They also took all five of the cars to the 
Goodwood race circuit for a thrash round with the big question being could 
a MINI actually handle 200bhp going through its front wheels. The price 
band, from top to bottom was £18,100 for the Cooper S Works to £10,400 
for the Mini One. It is interesting to note, for those unfamiliar with the MINI 
lineage, that all these cars have the same engine. The 1,600cc is just delivered 
in a different state of tune and electronics from the same basic engine. 

Out on the Sussex track, Auto Express marvelled at the car's handling with all 
the extra power but did remark that it was giving the built in ‘Stability Control 
System’ a thorough work out. It was remarked that the Z series BMW rear 
suspension fitted to the car, contributed greatly to the car's superb handling – 
this also being fully adjustable, set it apart from other 'Super Minis' in its class 
and the MINI'S chassis was said to be three times stiffer than its competitors. 

They again noted that the car could be bought outright via MINI or have 
parts fitted to their own Cooper S at Coopers with the kit costing £3,100 
plus labour. It was also mentioned that many would likely specify the rather 

attractive bolt-on additional body kit which could add another £1,200 to the 
bill. MINI say that the average new owner specifies on average an additional 
£1,800 of extras from the long list of options – which, if caution was thrown 
to the wind, could see a bill rocket to £32,000 (in 2003 remember). Often 
forgotten was the Cooper Works that was also on offer which with an 
additional £2,000 price ticket was unlikely to find many buyers – largely 
because for an extra £900 a much more powerful Cooper S could be had 
with 165 bhp. Nevertheless, this car was well received and although only 
marginally quicker with 126 bhp on tap, it was much more responsive to 
drive due to its much improved induction track. Even the humble MINI One 
was much praised and although it felt wanting on the race circuit, it was 
noted that the more compliant suspension on high profile tyres, made for a 
more pleasant drive on normal conditions. Once again a great car.

Minisport MINI Catalogue

Before leaving the MINI, Rob Sharman handed to me a Minisport 
catalogue for the MINI from 2004 which was promoting all the many 
off the shelf parts Minisport offered at that time for the MINI together 
with in-house conversions they would undertake on your MINI One, 
Cooper or Cooper S. The power options for the Cooper S far eclipsed 
the power from the Cooper S Works from BMW or from Mike Cooper. 

Their basic conversion tuned the supercharger for maximum 
performance with the result they too achieve 200bhp – this could be 
had for just £895. Their next stage of tune added a larger intercooler 
for the supercharger and the bill stretched to £2,395 for now 220bhp. 
Further modifications with a new exhaust and a camshaft swap saw the 
bill further northwards at £3,995 with another 15bhp added. Finally, the 
250bhp barrier is reached with a new cylinder head and a £4,995 hole 
in your wallet. Similar levels of tune were also offered for the MINI One 
and Cooper. The MINI One can be re-chipped; have a better air filter 
and exhaust to give 110bhp for a mere £599 – or the same treatment 
for the Cooper will net 145bhp for the same money. 

Their catalogue also had improved brakes of many kinds, exhaust 
systems, air filters, suspension, body kits, myriad additional extras 
and a plethora of wheels on tyres. They were also producing a good 
number of parts aimed squarely at those wishing to compete in their 
MINI with full roll cages, light pods and all the many other parts needed 
to compete in stage rallying with the new car. Certainly at that time in 
2004 Minisport was investing heavily in the MINI in anticipation that it 
would become as popular as the classic Mini had already become.

Robert Young
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TECHNICAL TOPICS − All about Engines - Part 5

Reducing the losses - Road engines

It is possible to get more performance from the standard engine 
without changing camshafts or cylinder heads. This is all about getting 

better performance out of the typical 'A' series engine by reducing 
friction, windage and component losses.

The greater the engine speed, the greater the losses, therefore most of 
these power benefits will be more pronounced above 3,000 to 4,000 rpm. 
As Neil Slark once commented to me, the difference between a good and 
bad engine performance is usually in the top 20% of the speed range.

I have tried to grade these ‘enhancements’ from easy to do, to the 
more difficult and expensive to carry out. Also indicated are the likely 
increases in power wherever possible, although some modifications just 
make the engine more drivable.

Fuel
The type of fuel used can have an important role when tuning for maximum 
power or economy. The two most widely available, 99 octane fuels sold in 
the UK, Shell V-Power and BP Ultimate, both contain 5% Ethanol.

Within the industry, Shell fuels are considered the best quality in the 
UK. This is partly because they have dedicated V-Power delivery 
tankers whereas other suppliers deliver in general use tankers that can 
sometimes contain residuals of lower grade fuel.

At the bottom of the Shell V-Power UK specifications, see Figure 1, 
specification sheet is a line titled 'Grade Retailing Period'. Fuel companies 
slightly alter the additive mix from summer to winter. This ensures easy starts 
in hot summer temperatures, and again in cold winter temperatures. Fresh 
fuel recently purchased and right for the current ambient temperatures, will 
always give an engine the best performance and chance of starting.

Car Weight
Acceleration is proportional to weight, and with vehicles you take away 
aerodynamic drag and rolling resistance. However, it is interesting to see how 
the Mini piled on the weight over the years. Now, the 850cc engine was the 
lightest but the last MPI sports pack models were some 25% heavier, which 
is a lot of weight see Figure 2. For a road car the extra sound deadening is 
probably nice to have, but de-cluttering the boot now and again and stripping 
out sound insulation material will always help performance.

Mini body shells present more or less the same aerodynamic profile 
through their various iterations over the years. However, adding wheel 

arches, and big rear view mirrors adds to the frontal area and drag 
making it that little bit slower at the top end. 

Skinny tyres are low drag and good for speed. The large MPI sports 
pack tyres may look good, but they reduced the top speed from 90mph 
to 85mph. There is always a trade off between grip and speed, so if you 
want to maximise top speed, don’t go too large on the tyres as they will 
only add to the rolling resistance.

If you can reduce the cars weight by 10% this might reduce the 0-60 
time by say one second. Not much, but it would see the car some 44 ft 
(13.4m) ahead if it’s rival. Or to put it another way, think of the amount of 
engine work required to add 10% to the engine power and torque figure.

Oil Level & Temperature
Oil mist within the crank case adds drag to the crankshaft and connecting rods 
as they rotate. The higher the engine speed the more drag. To reduce this, do 
not over fill the sump, keep the oil level just above the minimum mark.

Nick Swift will not power tune an engine unless the oil is at 100°C. 
For a road car fitted with an oil cooler, blank it off for road work. It 
takes approximately 20 road miles to get the Mini oil up to a working 
temperature of between 60°C and 80°C. In all the years I have monitored 
oil temperature, the highest I have seen on the road in the UK is 95°C. 
This is with an outside ambient temperature of 35°C. Millers say their 
20W50 semi synthetic oil is good for 100°C all day and up to 135°C if 
changed frequently. There is defiantly an increase in engine performance 
once the oil is hot, I would estimate this to be in the order of 2-3HP.

Spark Plugs
Rover always specified Champion spark plugs, because in the later 
years of Rover they were one penny cheaper than the competition. 
Champion did have a large R&D laboratory in the UK but this was 
closed down during the early 2,000’s. After that UK Champion plug 
development was considerably reduced. 

When developing the 'A' series MPI engine, NGK plugs always gave better 
performance and smoother idle; however they lost the Rover contract 
on price. Choosing the correct spark plug will reduce the likelihood of 
detonation and running on. I note that Swiftune and a number of other tuners 
seem to use and recommend NGK plugs as a good performance alternative.

Adjusting Tappets
Adjusting tappets for performance is different from adjusting for quiet 
running. With standard rockers how the valve opens is dependent on 
the rocker manufacturing tolerance and the radius profile at the rocker 
tip. Roller rockers with a roller tip are by design, more accurate in 
opening the valve more precisely. 

The procedure described below was passed onto me by an ex F1 race 
engine builder.

Engine performance is affected more by the timing of valve opening than 
it is by the cam lift. It is therefore important to get all inlet and exhaust 

By Richard Pengelly
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DSE/484                                                                                                                                                      October 2009             

SHELL UK OIL PRODUCTS 

PRODUCT INFORMATION SHEET  

SHELL V-POWER UNLEADED  

Shell V-Power Unleaded is the most advanced unleaded petrol ever marketed by Shell in the UK.   

• Shell V-Power contains Friction Modification Technology (FMT). 

• Shell V-Power features enhanced octane quality. With an octane rating of 99 RON, Shell V-Power is 
designed to provide more power and improved responsiveness in many modern cars. 

• Shell V-Power contains a powerful cleaning formula designed to improve engine responsiveness by 
helping to remove power-robbing deposits, helping the fuel to burn more effectively and the engine to 
run more smoothly. Shell V-Power Unleaded meets all the requirements of BSEN228 & BSEN7800. 

Major Properties 

Specification  

Parameters 

Test Method Units Limit EN228 

spec 

BS7800 

spec 

Shell 

Guarantee 

Typicals 

RON EN ISO 5164 ON min  95 97 99  99.2 

MON EN ISO 5163 ON min 85 86 86  86.0 

Ethanol EN ISO 13132 %vol max 5.0 5.0 0.0 -5.0 0.0 - 5.0 

Other Properties 

Specifications Test Method Units Limit Specification Typicals 

Appearance  Visual  Clear & Bright Clear & Bright 

Density at 15
o
C EN ISO 3675      

EN ISO 12815 

kg/m
3
 min/max 720 – 775  741 

Distillation EN ISO 3405     

E 70°C           Summer  % vol min       max 22            48  26  

                      Winter    22            50  35 

E 100
o
C  % vol

 
min       max

 
46            71 S 49 / W 54 

E 150
o
C  % vol

 
min 75  95 

Benzene EN238       

EN12177                  

EN 14517 

% vol max 1.0  0.6 

Olefins EN 14517            

EN 15533 

% vol max. 18 15 

Aromatics EN 14517            

EN 15533 

% vol max. 35  34.5 

Lead Content EN237 mg/l max. 5  <1 

Vapour Pressure EN13016-1 kPa min       max S   45 – 70 

W 70 – 100 

 68 

 97 

Sulphur EN ISO20846     

EN ISO 20884 

mg/kg max. 10  10 

Oxidation Stability EN ISO 7536 mins min 360  >480 

Copper Corrosion  EN ISO 2160 class max Class 1 Class 1 

Grade Retailing Period Winter 

16th October - 15th April 

Transition 

16th April  - 31st May 

Summer 

1st June - 31st August 

Transition 
1st Sept – 15th October 

 

 

The information herein is correct to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. Whilst Shell 

guarantee that our fuels meet the stated specification below, the additional or supplementary data provided is 

for information only and should not be construed as a specification or warrant. 

Model Year Kerb  
weight cwt Lbs Kgs Increase  

in weight %
850 Mk1 1959 11.50 1286 584 0
Cooper (997cc) 1961 12.50 1397 635 1.09
1000 Mk11 1968 12.50 1397 635 1.09

1275 Cooper S 1964 13.00 1453 661 1.13
Elf Mk11 1963 12.50 1397 635 1.09
Estate bMk1 (wood) 1960 12.75 1425 648 1.11
Clubman 1969 12.60 1409 640 1.10
Clubman Estate 1973 13.40 1498 681 1.17
1275 GT 1969 13.30 1487 676 1.16
1000 HL 1981 12.00 1341 610 1.04
Mayfair ('12in') 1989 13.40 1498 681 1.17
1275cc MPI (Sports Pack) 1997 14.40 1610 732 1.25

Figure 2

Kerb weight is unladen weight plus fuel for 50 miles
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valves opening at the same number of degrees before or after Top Dead 
Centre (TDC). Setting up the valves to open precisely will not normally 
give more power but it will increase the torque 3 - 4 lb.ft and make the 
engine more crisp and responsive.

You will need a dial indicator and a degree plate. A degree plate can be 
fastened to the crankshaft pulley whilst the engine is in the car if the 
radiator is removed.

Set the valve clearance up with a feeler gauge with the valves fully shut as per 
the manual. Rotate the engine and record valve opening and closing angles. 
Adjust the valve clearances until all exhaust and inlet valves are opening and 
closing uniformly. This may mean you end up with valve clearances between 
0.012" to 0.023", they will not be as quite, but the engine will perform better.

With standard rockers expect wider variations in tappet clearance due 
to manufacturing tolerances and you may have to change the rockers 
around to get the desired results. Roller rockers should be more precise 
and clearance variations less. 

Fuel pump and fuel line
The standard SU pump is good for the standard car, but its performance 
deteriorates as the points deteriorate and they should be serviced every 
12,000 miles, but who does?! The fully electronic SU pumps over come this 
problem and pump to the design limit consistency. However, at prolonged 
high speed there can still be a drop off in performance when the standard 
set up struggles to supply enough fuel. The standard SU Mini pump delivers 
7gals/hr and according to road reports at the time, a 1275cc Mini Cooper’s 
consumption was about 20mpg at 90mph or 4.5 gals/hr, which would be 
OK with a margin, for a standard engine with a good pump.

If an engine has uplift in power of say 10% it is probably burning 10% 
more fuel. Before thinking about fitting an uprated pump, or consider 
increasing the diameter of the fuel lines. The parasitic drag within the 
standard 4mm bore fuel line from the back of the car to the bulkhead 
is considerable. Increase the line to a 5/16" (8mm) bore pipe and the 
SU pump will deliver enough fuel for the most thirsty road engine. 
Electronic SU fuel pump could add 3mph to your top speed

Cooling fans
The engine driven cooling fan is essentially a low speed device to push air 
through the radiator whilst the car is stationary or in traffic. The power 
absorbed by a mechanical fan increases with the cube of the fan speed 
but its effectiveness only increases with the square of the fan speed. An 
increase in engine speed of 10% from say, 5,000rpm to 5,500rmp, will up 
the fan power absorption 33%. However, increase engine speed further 
to 15% and fan power absorption increases 52%. See Figure 3

The 11 blade plastic fan is supposed to be the most efficient fan Rover 
produced - see Figure 4, but even this is a power sapper. The answer is 
an electric fan under the wing thermostatically controlled. The increase in 
power can be defiantly felt when driving and it will reduce the power loss by 
3HP for a low loss fan and 5HP for a high loss fan at rated engine speed.

Distributors
I am a fan of electronic distributors. Some historic race classes insist 
on the standard distributor with points. My experience with road cars 
is that points remain accurate for about 1,000mls but need adjustment 
every 3,000mls (the old Mini servicing intervals). Doing away with the 
points will maintain precise timing over many miles of motoring.

The centrifugal bob weight advance mechanism is crude to say the 
least, and also subject to wear. Programmable electronic advance 
curves or pre programmed advance curves are the way to go, to get 
the maximum performance from even a standard road engine. First, 
you need to determine the advance needed for best performance 
and to find this out on a rolling road at 1,000rpm intervals through 
the engine speed range. Then either program in the correct curve 
of get the best fit from a pre programmed curve. An advantage of 
an electronic distributor is a better, smoother idle, but more about 
that later. Figure 5 gives an idea on the range of standard 'A' series 
advance curves, so don’t expect a standard distributor to be correct 
for a modified engine.

The biggest advance in engine design in the last 20 years has been with 
the electronic control of the ignition timing at full and part throttle. 
Better fuel consumption, emissions and power are mostly down to 
accurate, consistent ignition. 

Several tuners tell me they see engines with too much advance in 
mid speed range, which of course can lead to detonation and holes in 
pistons. The correct advance curve in conjunction with the correct 
heat range spark plug will produce that extra 3-5hp at the top end 
and a better torque curve. A different grade or make of spark plug 
can also have the effect of advancing or retarding the ignition as 
much as 3 degrees.

SU AUD 1¼”carburettor
This is for those of you using twin 1¼”carburettors. The 
1¼”carburettor SU’s piston has a limited travel and it will not go all the 
way up to the top of the throttle bore. To clear the bore it needs to 
go up a further 0.100 inch. To get more piston travel the piston spindle 
needs to be machined down together with the base of the central pillar 
bush in the vacuum chamber. 

This may require a needle change to get most benefit from this 
modification. I tried this on my own car when running on 1¼” SU’s and 
it gave me another 500rpm at the top end, running under full load up a 
local test hill that I use. Certainly after this modification the top end power 
performance was very close to the 1½” SU's I subsequently fitted.

Conclusions
Can you add up all the potential savings listed above and say they will 
give an incremental power increase? Well the answer is, probably yes, 
but some power gains will only be noticeable at the top end of the 
power range, others will just give a better running engine.

Road engines spend most of their life in the mid speed range, and that is where 
you will find fuel and ignition changes will give a smoother easier to start 
engine. At the higher end doing away with the mechanical fan and modifying 
the carburettors will be most noticeable at the top end if you are ‘pressing on’.

Most importantly, none of these modifications will detract from the 
tractability and drivability of a standard engine. However, if the engine 
has been modified power gains will be proportionally higher.

References
• Mini The Definitive History by Jon Pressnell 
 Published by Haynes Publishing
• Tuning BL’s A-Series Engine by David Vizard, 
 Published by Haynes Publishing
• www.distributordoctor.com
• www.camcoat.com
• www.bryanpurves.co.uk

Richard Pengelly ©April 2017
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COMPETITION

Mini Girls Rally Team
By Lorraine Hampson

The accompanying photo shows a canvas 
print sent to the Mini Cooper Register 

by the Mini Girls Rally Team to show their 
appreciation for the support the Club has 
given them over last year.

You’ll all be delighted to know that the 
Mini Cooper Register has decided to 
sponsor the Mini Girls Rally Team for the 
second year in the HRCR Mini Sport Cup 
Championship. The all-girl rally team will 
continue to raise vital funds and awareness 
for Marie Curie Charity as they go.

Lorraine Hampson

07588 233933
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COMPETITION

MINI CHALLENGE 2018
By David Young

The MINI CHALLENGE continues with its aim of becoming 
the best one-make race series in the UK.  A full calendar has 

been provisionally set for all classes.  The JCW class will again be 
partnering the Britsh GT rounds in the UK, while also being at two 
MINI Festivals, one at Oulton Park and the other at Brands Hatch. 
The Cooper Pro and Am Classes along with Open 180 class will be 
running with MSVR again. This year the late Snetterton round has 
been dropped in favour of a one-day meeting at Cadwell Park.

JCW CLASS 

This class is the ultimate in MINI racing with Dunlop slick tyres, 
Nitron dampers, Quaife 6 speed sequential gearbox and a race 
ECU produced by SCS Delta Motorsport. The engine is the 
standard 4 cylinder 2-litre MINI Twin Power Turbo engine which 
with the race mapping delivering 265Bhp. The current map is set 
to give a wide rev range which enables the JCWs to match some 
TOCA spec cars.

Dunlop slick and wet tyres are used, delivering a superb amount of grip 
to match the power and race suspension.

New cars can be purchased at £42k + VAT direct from the MINI 
CHALLENGE, used cars are currently changing hands for £30K + 
depending on the final spec.

New for this year is a softer spring set which should help with tail 
end grip and allow more heat into tyres. Dunlop has formed a strong 
partnership with the MINI CHALLENGE, in addition to supplying a 
great prize fund, they are also running the guest car.

This year the JCW class are currently expecting some surprises on the 
grid. With Charlie Butler-Henderson and Rob Smith both returning 
and hoping to lift the championship cup.  Eurotech is not expected to 
run either of the Smiths but still have cars available for arrive and drive 
customers. Ollie Pidgley is switching from the Clio Cup to the JCW 
class and is bound to be up amongst the front-runners. Stuart Gibbs is 
returning in his second year. What an example of howato overcome the 
loss of a limb. His JCW is a totally standard race car with no additional 
modifications. Rob Austin and Ben Dimmack are graduating from the 
Open 180 class. Both are very experienced drivers and could well be 
up for Podium places. George Sutton is planning to return after his first 
win at Oulton Park in last years MINI Festival. Jac Maybin at 16 years 
old will be a rookie in the JCW class and looking to cut his teeth. The 
Neal twins will be returning with Team Dynamics support. Another 
new entry is Callum Newsham, the 18-year-old son of Dave Newsham, 
racing under the Newsham Racing Banner. He could not wish for a 
better driver coach!

Cooper Am, Cooper Pro & Open Class

The Cooper Am class is the ideal starting point for those new to 
racing. A low-cost car packed with performance and running a standard 
1.6 litre normally aspirated MINI Engine. Treaded tyres are used, saving 
the cost of having to buy additional wet tyres. The Am cars do not run a 
spoiler and are 30kg heavier than a Pro car. The cars can be built for as 
little as £4.5k and that includes a donor car. A conversion kit is available 
from the MINI CHALLENGE for £3.5K + VAT, or a totally built up 
car is available for ££6.5k +VAT though you would have to supply a 
suitable donor car. (eBay Motors?)

The Cooper Pro Class is the natural step up from the Am class. 
A 135bhp normally aspirated MINI engine; slick tyres are allowed, 
adjustable AST suspension and a 6 speed Cooper S gearbox is also 
permitted. This spec gives a bit more excitement as well as the 
ability to set the car up to the driving style. Pro cars can be an Am 
car upgraded or a second-hand race car, these can be ready to race 
for as little £7.5k.

The Open 180 class is the ideal place to run your track car, or an 
ex MINI CHALLENGE Cooper S, be they R56, R53 or R50. Treaded 
tyres and 180 BHP per ton, (which will be Dyno tested at the circuit) 
are the prime regulations.  The aim is to allow some of the ‘older’ 
cars to have a new lease of life as well as enabling a low-cost car to be 
built and be competitive. Regulations are very open and a car can be 
built for as little as £10K.

The Dunlop Guest Car at Autosport International

A Cooper Pro car getting ready to race

A Cooper Am class car showing its engine and treaded Dunlop tyres
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This year we will be seeing Richard Newman and Jacob Andrews in the 
Pro class. Aaron Reeve is looking to win the Open Class, but could well 
be hampered by running customer cars as well.  Tim Bill, Andy Godfrey, 
Andy Montgomery are all expected to back in the Open Class. We are 
expecting a lot of newcomers in the Am class, lots of interested drivers 
have been in contact at the recent Autosport International show. James 
Goodall and Simon Walton will be back with the Swanflight Team in the 
Pro Class. Simon is a very strong experienced driver and should make 
numerous trips to the podium. Norfolk cars are expected to run a 
number of cars with college students in strong support.

David Young

PROVISIONAL CALENDAR MINI CHALLENGE 2018

Cooper AM, Cooper Pro & Open 
Class

JCW Class

14th April Donington Park 31st March - 2nd April Oulton Park

12/13th May Snetterton 300 MINI 
Festival

28th/29th April Rocklingham

23rd June Silverstone National 26th/27th May Snetteron 300

9th/10th June Silverstone GP

21st July Oulton Park MINI Festival

4th/5th August Brands Hatch GP

25th/26th August Brands Hatch MINI Festival

15th September Cadwell Park 22nd/23rd September  
Donington Park

29th September Rockingham

Dates Subject to change

An R53 Supercharged Cooper S raring to go in the open class

Andy Godfrey’s Cooper Am class car, arrive 
and drive with Aaron Reeve Motorsport
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free agreed valuations, roadside  
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ask us today about our 
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Part 2

The second leg of the event, the navigational rally, began with a run out up the Coast 
Road, via petrol on the outskirts of Amble, to NTC1 just west of Alnmouth. The first 

two competitive sections then took crews further north, via STC2 at Littlehoughton and 
a network of yellows either side of the East Coast main line, to STC3 near Rock. Utilising 
relatively fast roads, these sections passed more or less without incident but they did see 
Humphrey/Humphrey get off to a bad start visiting Route Check (RC) 1 on the very first twice 
and dropping nine minutes at STC2 in the process. Their woes continued on the next section 
when they picked up a fail for a missed RC, while fellow experts, Barry Bradley and Stewart 
Lawrence, collected 3 fails for missed RC’s between NTC1 and STC3. STC2 to STC3 also 
caused problems for a couple of the novice crews, with Thomas Robinson and Ross Cuthberts, 
as well as Dick and Janet Wilkinson, dropping 6 and 11 minutes, respectively.

After STC3 and now on map 75, the route then went in a westerly direction, via the tight white 
leading to Charlton Hall, a grassy track across the sheep field and the tunnel under the A1 to 
STC4 near North Charlton. This was the first intended ‘dropper’ on the event - a four minute 
section of exactly two miles long, with two Passage Controls en route and the same number 
of RC’s to collect, one of which was in a Not As Map (NAM) feature. Only three crews were 
able to clean it - Cornthwaite/Proctor, Entwistle/Pullan and Tyson/Harrison - the remainder 
dropping between 1 and 4 minutes to STC4. 

Considerably more drama was, however, 
to follow on the next section across the 
undulating narrow yellow moorland road to 
STC5 near Hepburn. It saw front runners 
Cornthwaite/Proctor’s excellent performance 
on the tests earlier in the day quickly undone 
as they dropped a painful 14 minutes retracing 
their steps in order to find RC9 in a NAM at 
Haughterslaw and so avoid picking up a fail. 
Worst affected though were Tyson/Harrison 
who found it evidently but then failed to 
record the exact detail on the route card 
correctly, giving them their only fail of the 
event. Four other crews also picked up fails 
for missing RC9, which was, by all accounts, a 
scene of considerable chaos.

From STC5, the route continued further 
west, taking in Wooperton, STC6 in the 
layby off the A697 near Roddam, before 
heading south and then east to STC7 near 
Brandon. It then skirted around the top 
of Powburn before heading south east 
down the yellow toward Bolton, over the 
River Aln at Abberwick Ford and along the 
yellows near Lemington Hall to STC9 a 
mile or so east of the A1. These sections, 
which involve relatively fast roads, saw 
most crews incur no major time losses. 
Notable exceptions were, however, 
Humphrey/Humphrey, whose run of bad 
luck continued when they dropped 11 
minutes to STC6, and Reynolds/Lamb, 
who were 8 minutes late to the same 
control. STC6 to STC7, which took crews 
back onto map 81, caused problems for 
newcomers Andy Brookes and Nick Pullan, 

By Niall Cook
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In ninth after the tests, Jonathan Swales and Sam Spencer 
made up for it on the night section to finish second overall

M
ark Yates
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as well as Derrick/Duley, these crews dropping 9 and 10 minutes, 
respectively, on it. The following one, STC7 to STC8, for which 
the experts were given ‘in on the first colour and on the last 
(colour)’ navigation used on past Borders, also saw Stephen Owens 
and Henry Carr drop 4 minutes and both Bradley/Lawrence and 
Reynolds/Lamb accumulate a further 5 minutes of lateness. Close 
to OTL at this stage were Wilkinson/Wilkinson, albeit they had 
done exceptionally well to get that far given it was their first 
rally, while Robinson/Cuthberts beginning to struggle dropping 7 
minutes en route to STC9. 

After a short neutral section across the A1, the route then took in 
the network of classic yellows south of Shilbottle, before heading, 
via STC11 at Hazon, to MTC4 near Acklington. Despite being quite 
tight, most crews dropped little or no time here, the main exception 
being Robinson/Cuthberts who added a further 8 minutes to their 
lateness. Nonetheless, they still arrived at MTC4 just within the 
maximum allowed. 

With MTC4 marking the finish for the novices on the Tynedale, 13 
crews were then left to complete the remaining five sections of the rally 
through to MTC6 near Morpeth. The first section involved a relatively 
easy run along the B6543 to STC12 near the A1. Nevertheless, it did 
cause problems for some of the crews further down the order as they 
struggled to find RC27 in a NAM in the entrance to the Go Kart Track 
used for tests 4 and 5 earlier in the day. 

After STC12, the route then continued further west towards 
Longhorsley before heading south and then west over the Todd 
Burn to STC13 by the mobile home park near Garrett Lee. On this 
relatively long section utilising territory used on past Borders, albeit 
approached from a different direction, time losses were generally 
minimal. Humphrey/Humphrey, Owens/Carr and Reynolds/Lamb 
however, all picked up one or more fails for missed RC’s, including 
the tricky to find RC31 in the NAM grass triangle at Birks, a location 
that caught out a lot of crews on the 2014 event. After a couple 
of back-to-back short sections from STC13 through to STC15, via 
STC14 at Wingates, where time losses were again minimal, two 
more relatively long sections then followed taking crews south 

towards Morpeth. The first, to STC16 near Mitford, via Harelaw, 
proved to be the sting in the tail for some of the newcomer 
crews. RC41 was not easy to find in a NAM near Todd Hill. Keith 
Proudfoot and James Heron found it eventually, but both Derrick/
Duley and Sally Ann Hewitt and Mark Lewis missed it, spoiling their 
otherwise fail-free runs up to that point. The final section of the 
rally then took crews back onto map 88 to MTC6 near Mitford, via 
Tranwell and Saltwick. On fast roads again, these were cleaned by 
virtually everyone, a notable exception being Brookes/Pullan who 
inexplicably dropped 15 minutes to the control. 

It was then back to the Snowy Owl in Cramlington for the results 
and the prize giving. Steve Entwistle and Andy Pullan were declared 
overall winners of the Borders with just over 16 minutes of time 
penalties and no fails. This gave Steve his hat-trick of wins on the 
event and Andy his much deserved first. In second, only a few 
minutes behind and equally fail free were Jonathan Swales and Sam 
Spencer with a superbly consistent run in their 1100 engined Mini, 

Car No. Driver Club Navigator Club Reg Class Time Fails Overall

14 Chloe Browning MCR David Fletcher MCR HOJ 213W Novice 18:18 0 1

16 Gordon Reid H Rebecca O'Connell H LRR 870W Novice 28:22 0 2

17 Luke Carroll MCR Neil Kinch Mo 6604 KF Novice 23:55 1 3

15 David Dickinson MCR Stuart Watson MCR A583 KNB Novice 21:45 3 4

20 Peter Harrison MCR Michael Harrison MCR E889 BTW Novice 42:04 3 5

18 Thomas Robinson MCR Ross Cuthberts MCR HBE 790D Novice 46:32 4 6

19 Dick Wilkinson MCR Janet Wilkinson MCR GPK 101J Novice OTL

Car no. Driver Club Navigator Club Reg Class Time Fails Class Overall

2 Steve Entwistle MCR Andy Pullan I/HRCR 6 EMO Expert 16:15 0 1 1

5 Jonathan Swales M/HRCR Sam Spencer M/HRCR OPL 972L Expert 18:17 0 2 2

1 Graeme Cornthwaite KLMC Ali Procter H MNW 124F Expert 26:37 0 3 3

12 Keith Proudfoot MCR James Heron MCR A13 UYR Newcomer 46:42 0 1 4

3 Pete Tyson KLMC Neil Harrison KLMC FEO 823F Expert 14:52 1 4 5

9 Peter Metcalfe W Guy Wickham B WTC 111D Expert 23:31 1 5 6

13 Sally Ann Hewitt HE Mark Lewis HE SDC 383M Newcomer 43:25 1 2 7

11 Richard Derrick MCR Robert Duley MCR FFM 931H Newcomer 53:19 1 3 8

10 Andrew Brookes MCR/HRCR Nick Pullan HRCR CLH 288H Newcomer 56:38 1 4 9

4 Peter Humphrey B Douglas Humphrey B DYJ 485E Expert 51:51 3 6 10

6 Stephen Owens I Henry Carr I/HRCR WTU 382J Expert 25:56 4 7 11

7 Barry Bradley MCR Stewart Lawrence MCR OAS 944 Expert 37:15 6 8 12

8 Stephen Reynolds MCR Stuart Lamb MCR RFO 872 Expert 56:13 9 9 13

Key to clubs:

MCR - Mini Cooper Register
B - Berwick MC
H - Hadrian MSC
HRCR - Historic Rally Car Register
HE - Hexham MC
I - Ilkley MC
KLMC - Kirkby Lonsdale MC
M - Malton MC
Mo - Morecambe MC
W - Whickham DMC

Final standings

Northumberland Borders Rally 

Tynedale Rally

Runners up on the Tynedale, Gordon Reid and 
Rebecca O'Connell arrive at STC8 near Bolton
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while in third, a further eight minutes back, following 
that uncharacteristic error with RC9, were former 
champions Graeme Cornthwaite and Ali Proctor. 
Top honours in the Newcomer class went to Keith 
Proudfoot and James Heron, the Newcastle & Durham 
Region pairing making up for narrowly missing out on 
a class win on 2016 event, while a similarly fail-free 
run saw Chloe Browning and David Fletcher win the 
Novice category and the Tynedale Rally for a second 
time. As ever, it was the correct recording of all the 
route checks on the event that proved to be the main 
deciding factor.

Two other awards were presented on the evening. 
The award for ‘Best Placed MCR Crew (not qualifying 
for any other award)’ went to Richard Derrick and 
Robert Duley and was some consolation for them not 
taking the Newcomer again after a really solid run. 
Meanwhile, the ‘Tenth Anniversary Award’, given to 
the person or persons that had most contributed to 
the rally over the years, went to Stephen Reynolds and 
Stuart Lamb by virtue of their having done every event, 
bar one when they still marshalled, since it began in 
2008. Finally, the proceeds from the raffle held on the 
night took the event’s contribution to the WaterAid 
Charity to over £1,100. 

The organisers would like to thank everyone who 
took part in the rally this year and all those who have 
supported it over the last ten years. This has enabled 
the event to develop into one that is now very much 
respected amongst the wider rallying scene, to the 
extent that it is deemed worthy of inclusion in the 
HRCR Premier Championship. As evidenced by the 
quality of entries it has attracted over the years, it also 
remains the one to do if you rally a Mini.

For this tenth anniversary edition of the Borders, the 
organisers were extremely fortunate to secure a great 
entry and some excellent test venues, including on land 
owned by the Coal Authority and Crown Estate, which 
was a great coup for club. Whether this can be improved 
upon in 2018 is uncertain but the team will certainly 
be giving it their all. If you would like to get involved, in 
whatever capacity, keep your diary free for Saturday 17th 
of November 2018. 

Niall Cook

Chloe Browning and David Fletcher collect their 
awards from Mark Yates of sponsor YBracing

Steve Entwistle, Andy Pullan and Paddy Hopkirk's 6 EMO 
shortly after taking their first win together on the Borders

Keith Proudfoot and James Heron continued their 
progression with a well deserved Newcomer class win
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REGISTERS

Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Wheels - type and colour, wheel 
braces and jacks

I have recently been contacted by a 
couple of members, one to ask what 
colour the Works steel wheels were 
painted, and the second if he could 
paint his Minilites with gold paint (well 
of course you can). In addition, I’ve 
also seen many untruths, myths and 
errors on social media surrounding 
this subject, so I thought I should 
expound on this topic here, as I now 
have no wish to contribute to social 
media any more.

First things first, and starting with steel the wheels. These have 
been seen in three different colours; silver, brown and white (Old 
English white) the latter being, at the time, standard production 
wheels which the cars had fitted when they were delivered new to 
the gates of Abingdon. The silver wheels were those supplied direct 
from Dunlop, by the dozen and then painted in silver – either by 
Dunlop before delivery or at Abingdon. The brown wheels were 
also delivered direct from Dunlop but left in their brown primer and 
therefore unfinished. So, the brown paint is simply brown primer. 
Those who have removed tyres off their rims or been observant at 
the tyre fitting bay will probably have seen that many of these early 
steel wheels are still brown inside. 

Steel wheels were used, both in narrow 3½ J widths when needed 
for snow and ice, or when Group 1 regulations stipulated, or 
more commonly in wider 4½ J. These were used right up until 
the Monte Carlo Rally in 1967 when the team turned up in the 
relatively new lightweight magnesium Minilite wheels. All Works 
cars prior to January 1967 would of course have been on steel 
wheels. These very light and extremely strong wheels were 
painted silver and had the distinct advantage of being strong 
enough to run on without a tyre should a puncture be experienced 
and the crew couldn’t afford the time to change a wheel on a 
timed stage. The other advantage of being very light cannot 
be over stated. Any saving in unsprung weight is a big bonus in 
handling, apart from the reduction in dead weight to accelerate 
and stop. From personal experience, when I dug deep and bought 
a set of these in the early 70s and took off my steel wheels, I was 
stunned at the transformation of the car's handling. 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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It’s also worth noting that the Group 2 wheel arch extensions 
were first used on the Works Minis in April 1966 for the two cars 
that entered the Circuit of Ireland, DJB92B and GRX55D. The 
new Group 2 regulations came into force from the beginning of 
the year and this meant the arches were needed to cover the 
slightly protruding wider 4½ J wheels. Up to the Circuit of Ireland 
in April, Abingdon had done the Monte as Group 1 cars with 3½ J 
wheels. On the Swedish Rally which then followed, narrow wheels 
were used for the snow and ice and again on the Flowers Rally, 
even though on both of the later events the cars were built as 
Group 2 cars. 

When Abingdon went to slightly wider 5J wheels these, to distinguish 
them from the 4½ J wheels, were painted gold so that they wouldn’t 
get mixed up in hurried service or tyre changes. One final point, as 
steel wheels used a different nut size to that of the Minilite wheels; 
they also needed a different wheel brace for each type of rim. 
Abingdon painted these in different colours too. Steel wheels had red 
painted wheel braces and magnesium wheels carried green painted 
wheel braces on the rear parcel shelf. 

Before leaving wheels, Abingdon also experimented with knock off 
Minilites, as it was assumed these would save time when changing 
wheels. They also used wheels with a large central nut replacing 
the knock off three eared spinner. In practice however, they 
were not a resounding success, as there were occasions of them 
loosening, although they were successfully used towards the end 
on Abingdon’s Mini era. 

As to jacks, initially the rather slow and fiddly standard Mini side jack 
was used as was the rather better Mini Van scissor jack that fitted neatly 
on the rear subframe in the little brackets provided on these early rear 

LRX 830E on recce duties for the 1968 Monte Carlo Rally with a 
mix and match set up of silver and brown primer steel wheels

Magnesium Minilite wheel showing the rear wheel arch extension 
and a fully studded SP44
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subframes. Early Works cars always had their jacks stowed in the boot 
along with a plethora of spares in a tool bag and often an additional rubber 
fuel bag. The rubbish standard jack was later replaced by a much easier 
to operate and more effective MGB jack. This, however, had to have the 
business end modified to graft onto a Mini jack end. This was now stowed 
inside the car and held in place vertically against driver’s rear side pocket 
with a lift-a-dot strap, and the pocket protected from scratches (and no 
doubt annoying rattles) by a sheet of thin fabric covered foam. The jack 
also had a larger foot plate welded to it to spread the load on soft ground. 
Rauno Aaltonen much preferred the VW Bilstein ‘Monkey up-a-stick’ 
jack and this too had to have its end modified to accept a Mini jack end. 
This jack was not only much quicker in raising the car; it was also very 
fast indeed in letting the car down. It was often to be seen in Rauno’s cars 
with others following his lead and it was again stowed on the side of the 
rear pocket. Finally, the location of the side jacking hole underneath the 
car was marked on the Works cars from early 1966 by a white paint mark 
on the sill, so that the access hole could be quickly located at night. 

Before we leave the subject of Works wheels, I’ve just heard that 
Mike Cooper is looking into possibly remaking, in magnesium, the 

original Cooper Car Company Rose Petal wheels having found the 
original drawings from the Cooper Car Company. These, designed 
by John Cooper for the 1950s Works Cooper race cars and used in 
variations on all their race cars up to Formula 1, were adapted for 
their Works race Minis and used extensively by the team. 

The Vortz Rose Petal wheel design was a reproduced version of the 
original Cooper wheel but made by Nick Vortz in the late 60s and, 
of course, different again to the Mini Spares Rose Petal copies now 
widely used in Appendix K race Minis. 

Sherborne Classic Car Show

Brian Culcheth, no stranger to Works Minis, has been in contact and 
asked if we could supply some Ex-Works Minis for the Sherborne Classic 
Show on 15th July. He would also like to have any rallying Coopers of 
any age and in return the Cooper Register would be welcome to have a 
stand. Brian Davage, along with David Dangerfield, who runs the Bristol 
and Somerset Region and helps Brain at Castle Combe, are planning to 
run the stand providing we can source the cars. 

Our editor, Paul Sulma has already indicated that he would like to bring 
his Ex-Works car RJB 327F (if he can get it ready in time) being the last 
Works Mini to be entered by BLMC in an international rally just prior 
to the Comps Department being closed down. It was actually Brian 
Culcheth who drove the car on the 1970 Southern Cross rally and also 
The Rally of the Hills in Australia, but he has not been reunited with the 
car since then. Any member of this register who wishes to display and 
take part should contact Brian Davage [bridavage@gmail.com] and I’m 
sure he will be delighted to hear from you.
 
Robert Young

Minilite wheel with knock off spinner

Vortz Rose Petal 4¾ J wheels based on the Cooper Car Co wheels

Paul Sulma’s RJB 327F due to be at the Sherborne Show

Minilite wheel with a single nut fixing
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Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

When I read that a Mk1 1275 S 
registered DPR 345C was coming up 
for auction I was rather interested to 
see what was on offer. DPR has been 
on the Register for 30 plus years and 
was said to have been Downton tuned 
from new. In the mid 1980s it was 
owned by a K. Goulding and at that 
time still had the Downton paperwork 
to back up its provenance.

Sadly, for a car with such great potential 
history, the picture is rather different 
and disappointing; the car has had a 

Simon Wheatcroft

DPR at Beaulieu in 1985 – de-seamed and with Mk 2 back lights

DPR as it looks today – pity they didn’t paint the driver’s door the 
same colour as the rest of the car!

Heritage Certificate restoration with no mention of any previous 
tuning history in the catalogue description. It’s even lost its reclining 
front seats. The auction estimate for the car is £39,000 to £45,000 
which seems to be the going rate for a Mk1 S these days.
I received a query concerning when the welding of the seam at the 
top of the B pillar to cant rail on the Mk1 S body shell began. From 
the assorted pictures and build details that I have, it was certainly 
during 1966 and probably during June. If you have a May, June or July 
1966 built (not registered) car it would be useful to hear from you as 
to whether your seam is welded or not.

Another query was received as to how rare Smoke grey/OEW 1275 
Ss are – that was easy to answer as BMC didn’t build any at all in that 
colour combination. Smoke grey was dropped as a colour option just 
days before the 1275 S was launched, so any car found in that colour 
has been resprayed.

Simon WheatcroftNot much evidence of Downton tuning on the car these days

The welded seam between the B pillar and cant rail

During its refurbishment the speedometer seems to have lost its 
yellow gear change indicator markings

This car looks like it could be a Smoke grey 1275 S but it was 
originally Almond green/OEW
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Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Lindsay Ash has been in touch 
reminiscing about a Mk1 Cooper he 
once owned that was bought from 
a farmers’ son in Dorset in the early 
1970s. The Austin Cooper registered 
934 EJJ, started life as a 997cc originally 
but even way back then it already had 
a 998cc replacement Cooper engine. 
EJJ was registered in 1962 and was 
finished in Almond green with an old 
English white roof and, true to the 
spirit of the 1970s fashion; it sported 
several accessories of the period, 
some of which attract strong prices via 
our favourite auction website in this 
modern era.

A set of very subtly flared wheel arches compliment the original 
Dunlop alloy wheels which were probably 5j in size and would 
require these to prevent the wheels sticking out from the bodywork. 
These wheels seemed plentiful in supply in the 1990s as their 
popularity had somewhat fallen from favour, but now try to find a 
decent original set at a reasonable price, and so much so, that they 
have been re-made and available again. Suspension on the car as 
Lindsay describes it was very low and stiff, as with the age of the car 
it would have had ‘dry’ suspension. So, plenty of choice in the day 
for this to be done, HiLo kits, for instance, had been available for 
some time, but of course the modification may well have been ‘home 
made’. The front of the car sports some Cooper Car Co style bonnet 
stripes, bullet wing mirrors and another favourite modification, 
the front panel de-seamed thereby going bumper free! The eager 
eyed will also spot the Morris grille rather than the Austin type. 
The rear has a large round reversing fog light and a quite nice Peco 
twin exhaust system which should have sounded very good. Regular 
checks of the colour of the tailpipes would often give a hint as to how 
your engine was running. Sadly, with the introduction of unleaded 
fuel, this ‘check’ was consigned to history since unleaded petrol just 
leaves everything black!

On the inside EJJ had the black treatment, as did so many other cars at 
the time, you have probably heard all the stories of what works best 
with regard to removing the black ‘stuff’ today. Lindsay tells us that the 
headlining had been painted black and also admits to dying the original 
grey carpet black as well. But on the plus side, it did have fitted the 
now quite rare Karobe seat covers. Adding more to the black interior 
them was a PVC covered dash, possibly a ‘Madadash’ as Lindsay states 
that this did include some extra gauges as well. To finish with the car 
had a small dished steering wheel fitted to complete the interior.

Lindsay did sell the car a very long time ago as rust got the better of 
it, however the Dunlop alloys were kept and fitted to the next car 

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Following on from last month’s report 
on the appearance of a Mk 2 Cooper S 
on ebay with an E plate suffix, a bit of 
detective work revealed a little more 
about this car. 

AKE 298H was bought by register 
member Sid Malik from the ebay 
vendor along with a red Mk1 S. 
Sid runs an independent and well 
respected Porsche repair and sales 
business in London, under the name 
Porsche Torque. The two cars were 
bought to add to his already impressive 
collection of Minis. From discussions 
with Sid, it turns out that AKE is in fact 

a 1st November 1967 built car, so the reason for the DVLA allocating 
an E plate is still not clear and likely to be just an administrative 
slip. Even so, AKE is one of the very earliest built Austin’s we have 
registered. This is borne out by the chassis and engine number being 
very close to the earliest car on record, the BMC press car LOB 
884F and the Ex-Works car ORX 7F. BMC were obviously keen to 
promote the newly introduced Mk2 on the January 1968 Monte Carlo 
rally. Looking at the Heritage Certificate confirms it was a left hand 
drive export model (an L at the end of the C-A2SB chassis prefix) 
and originally despatched to Florida on 2nd December 1967. Options 
recorded on the Heritage certificate include a heated rear screen, 
wider 4.5j rims with SP41 tyres, a sump-guard and fresh air heater; it 
was a well specified car.

Sid tells me that AKE is in remarkable condition, no doubt due to the 
kinder climate it had resided in. He intends to sympathetically re-

Nick Hunter

which was a Mk2 998 Cooper, that came as standard with a black 
interior! EJJ does not appear on the DVLA list anymore so may have 
been scrapped unless you know otherwise. Please get in touch if you 
can recall this car.

Is anyone else brave enough to share photos of the cars they once 
owned back in the 1970/80s in a similar vein? If so, please get in touch, I 
know of a few in the register photo archive to share at some point.

Via the website this month, Ian Hawkes has registered his 998 Cooper 
registered HDL 998E. This Isle of Wight registered car has been known 
for some time as it had originally been added o the register when John 
Kelly was the registrar, be good to have an update Ian.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander
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commission the car, but being careful to retain all the original detail. 
I’m hoping to persuade him to bring the car to Beaulieu in June. In 
addition to AKE, I was pleased to hear that Sid also owns an old friend 
of the register, the ex Dennis Triton owned Morris SMO 666G. The 
cars are clearly in safe hands.

The Bingley Hall Mini Fair at the end of January was the usual busy first 
show of the year. It seems the lack of Mini shows toward the end of 
the year creates pent up demand which when added to the first pay 
cheque of the year results in a very enthusiastic and lively atmosphere. 
A great show but no Mk2 Ss on display, however outside the show 
and for sale, was a nice looking Snowberry white and black Austin 
registered on Irish plates. It looked good on a set of Dunlop D1 alloys 
and a quick look around revealed a tidy car. The selling price of £25k 
did not look outrageous. A check of the register revealed no entry for 
the car. So, if you’re reading this and you’re the current or new owner 
of BIA 9075, then please get in touch and we can add it. 

Sid Malik’s car in his workshop at Porsche Torque

Well known car SMO 666G now owned by Sid

Rear of Sid’s car

Another event attended in early January was the ‘Bicester Scramble’; 
this was my first visit to the Bicester Heritage Centre. For those 
who don’t know, this 348 acre site is a former WW2 RAF Bomber 
Training Station which has had the original buildings sympathetically 
restored for use by various classic car specialists and dealers. It’s a 
great stage for an old car event, the buildings and layout, including 
test track, give a similar look and ambience to the Goodwood circuit. 
Most of the specialists had opened their doors for the day, add to 
this an extensive and diverse range of classic cars on display in and 
around the buildings, and you have a recipe for an impressive event. 
Hopefully, we can have an MCR presence at the next ‘Scramble’. 

Finally, March 2018 sees me reach my 21st, hard to believe I know 
but it’s true. It is 21 years to the month that I took on the role of the 
Mk2 Cooper S Registrar from the very capable hands of Peter Laidler. 
In truth, it’s gone pretty quickly and has been (for the most part!) 
very enjoyable. Does it sound like I’m working up to announcing my 
retirement? Well, I’m sorry to disappoint, you’re stuck with me for a 
while longer yet, so keep on sending in your contributions.

That's all for this month

Until next time

Nick Hunter 

Good looking Snowberry white car spotted for sale at Bingley Hall

Your newly appointed Registrar back in March 1997, good to see I 
haven’t changed a bit ! 
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Cooper Mk 2 Register

Quite often we take things for granted. For instance wheels. Yes, 
they are an important part of any vehicle but we don’t tend to notice 
them. So I was surprised when Jonny Saunders asked for some 
advice about wheels and in particular standard wheels for his Austin 
Cooper YLK 171G. Jonny is about to embark on some restoration 
work on his car and to the extent of changing the current Tartan red/
black back to its original Island blue/Snowberry white livery. The 
car is currently shod with repro Minilites but Jonny is thinking about 
reverting to the standard steel Wheel rim variety in the interest of 
originality. When new, Coopers came with 3½” wheels (21A 881) 
as standard with 4½”s as an option and standard Mk 2 wheels were 
painted silver. Any restoration is down to personal choice of course, 
but if it was me, 4½” wheels would be the way to go. You also get the 
benefit of being able to fit 165 tyres too. I can’t wait to see Jonny’s car 
in its new paint job.

I received a very interesting email from Adrian Howarth. Adrian’s 
Morris Cooper, YYO 947H was one of the last to be made with a 
build date of the 3/11/1969 just 6 days before production ceased. 
The original colour was monotone Antelope. Adrian bought the car 
in 1975 and the first thing he did was to change the body colour to 
Tartan red/black. With hindsight, Adrian is not sure it was a good 
idea but I am sure the majority would agree the change was for the 
better. The car was in daily use for the next 4 years with the odd bit of 
competition and rallying thrown in. In 1979 he was thinking of selling it 
but somebody decided to steal it and with the thought of never seeing 
it again he bought a more practical car. However, 6 weeks later it was 
found and Adrian and a friend recovered the car and took it to his 
garage. As he was driving it back, the drive shaft coupling broke so he 
had to leave it at his friends garage because he I did not have a garage 
at home. This was its saving grace. It was there for some time until 
he had a garage built and that is where it lived for another few years. 
In 1987 he started to restore it to sell on but got bored and left it for 
some more years until 1990 when he under took a bare metal rebuild. 
After putting in all the work he decided he could not part with the car 
and still has it today. Yes, there has been some remedial work over the 

Graham Robinson

A bargain UPH 124F

subsequent years but the car is still as restored back in 1990. Is Adrian’s 
ownership of his car the longest for a Mk 2 Cooper? Maybe you know 
different. If you do, I would very much like to hear from you.

While we are talking about restorations, Mk 2 Cooper S Registrar, 
Nick Hunter was at Bingley Hall for the Mini Show and spotted UPH 
124F for sale in the auction. Not in the best of colours as previously 
discussed but solid nonetheless. Nick thinks it went for £6,200 which 
in the scheme of things is not a bad price. I would be interested to 
hear from the new owner. It just goes to show that bargains are still 
out there for the enthusiast. 

Well that’s about it for this month, only to say, its March and time to 
start asking for volunteers to display their cars to represent the Mk 2 
Register at the No.1 UK Mini Show at Beaulieu. So, if you would like 
a prime parking space at the best show, I would like to hear from you. 
Your car does not have to be concours a well used and loved example 
would be very welcome too.

Until next month, 

Happy Coopering. 

Graham Robinson 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

Hot on the heels of his last update, 
Peter Smith has hardly been letting 
the grass grow, as FYX 13J, his latest 
purchase, is now running much better. 
You might recall that, probably owing to 
a lack of use, FYX was not running as it 
should but this was sorted with refurbed 
twin SU HS4s, no 5 needles and a day 
long rolling road session. The head 
on Peter’s car appears to be a flowed 
Downton version and, with excellent 
engine compression, FYX showed 
103bhp on the rollers. The brakes were 
also overhauled and adjusted so it now 

stops as well as it goes. 

The paintwork has received some attention and the plan for the 
spring is to remove the black stuff currently protecting the sills and 
rear valance and repaint them in body colour.

Talking of Bronze yellow cars, I did have contact from Ted Wong 
about another matter, and Ted confirmed that he still owns his Mk3 S 

Simon Wheatcroft

FYX looking much better after a bit of TLC – rear valance and sills 
are next on the list for attention



44 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

which was UK registered as STP 763J. Ted bought the car in the early 
1990s when it was Bronze yellow and took it too Hong Kong where 
the colour was changed to Glacier white with a black roof. You might 
be surprised to learn that there is a small but enthusiastic following 
for Minis in Hong Kong.

The MCR’s national event at Beaulieu will be upon us before long and 
this year I’m told the registrars require two cars for our display so if 
you’re planning to be at Beaulieu and would like free entry for the 
driver and a prominent parking position please get in touch.

Simon Wheatcroft

STP 763J as it looks these days. There was a rumour many years 
ago that the car was once sold by the father of Martin Brundle 
when he ran a garage

Rover Cooper Register

In the Autocar & Motor issue dated 14th 
June 1989, can be found a special Mini 
feature ‘Return of the White Roof’. The 
car in question, F714 HGJ, a 1989 Mini 
‘Racing’ LE in British Racing green/ White 
Diamond livery, was the prototype John 
Cooper 998cc conversion, fittingly called 
the 30th Anniversary Mini. For £1,275 
(£1,466.25 incl Vat) on top of the new 
price of your chosen 998cc Mini, you 
could enjoy 0-60mph in 12.6secs, 60 
BHP (61 PS) at 6,000rpm, 64lb.ft of 
torque at 3,500rpm, and a top speed 
of 90mph. In all respects these figures 
are better than those of the 998cc Mini 
Coopers of the 1960s.

I first wrote about these 998cc John Cooper conversions in the April 
2013 issue of CooperWorld, and the purpose of mentioning them 
now is to highlight that this is where all of the 1990s John Cooper 
specials started from. What I want to do this month is provide an 
overview of the John Cooper Conversions brochures themselves. As 
publishing space in CooperWorld is at a premium, this will take more 
than one report to cover them all.

Aside from Rover’s own February 1990 brochure for the Mini 
‘Check Mate’, ‘Flame Red’ and ‘Racing Green’, which endorsed 
the 998cc ‘John Cooper Conversion Kit’, that same month also 
saw the publication of the very first official eponymous Mini engine 
conversion brochure and price list by John Cooper Garages. 
Designed and printed by Amherst Offset Ltd, the simple A4 four 
page laminated colour publication, features a converted 998cc 
engine of a Mini Thirty on the front cover. The centre spread 
inside has a brief history of the Cooper Car Company, the part that 

John Parnell

the Mini played in it, and a detailed description of the new 1990 
conversion kit. A colour display of the kit itself shows exactly what 
the customer is getting for their money. The back page has all of the 
detailed specification and a listing of the various ‘Cooper’ branded 
and other accessories to personalise your car.

After selling a reputed 2,000 kits to Japan, it is unclear if the 500 Mini 
998cc conversions planned for the UK market was ever achieved. 
Demand is bound to have been affected by the launch of the Limited 
Edition 1275cc RSP Rover Mini Cooper in July 1990 and the more 
numerous ‘Mainstream’ models that succeeded it two months later. 
These early 998cc John Cooper conversions have an enthusiastic 
following and are terrific fun to drive. Sadly, the market place only 
seems to have eyes for the 1275cc conversions. If you can find one, 
a 998cc John Cooper Mini offers a much cheaper entry level and the 
added kudos of owning one of the cars that triggered the rebirth of 
the Mini Cooper legend.

Once the 1275cc Rover Mini Cooper was launched it was only a 
matter of time before a Rover approved John Cooper conversion 
became available. In truth, the company had been conducting engine 
trials for many months. The brochure, headed: The Cooper S is back 
was released in early April 1991.

Published as a four page A4 colour brochure like the one before 
it, the white cover shows a mildly disguised picture of Michael 
Cooper’s Mainstream demonstrator, registered H15 FUN that 
would soon become the test bed for the John Cooper 1,400cc 
conversion. The centre spread is dominated by an impressive 
image of the full conversion kit applicable to a Mainstream car 
(these did not have an oil cooler as standard). Crucially, the kit 
has no replacement camshaft, but includes a differential to reduce 
the gearing ratio from 3.105:1 to 3.444: 1. This offers better 
acceleration at the expense of higher revs (and transmission noise) 
at motorway speeds. 

February 1990 – The launch brochure for the 998cc John  
Cooper conversion
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In terms of power output, the conversion delivers a maximum power 
output of 77 BHP (78 PS) at 6,000 rpm, 78lb.ft of torque at 3,250rpm, 
0-60mph in just under 10secs, and a top speed of 100mph. Curiously, 
the same image shows a blank conversion certificate and a pre-stamped 
conversion plate showing ‘0430 – S’. Whether the latter was a statement 
of fact or just wishful thinking who can say. I don’t suppose they reckoned 
on someone looking at it with a magnifying glass! The back page shows 
the specification and performance details and a picture of a finished 
converted engine bay. The inserts that came with the brochure included:

(a) An April 1991 Price List (excluding fitting); 
(b) A Price List including fitting charges;
(b) A Technical and Tuning Data sheet;
(c) A colour Sports Handling Pack and Accessories leaflet 

April 1991 – The conversion brochure for the 1275cc RSP and 
Mainstream Rover Coopers

The engine bay of a 1275cc carburettor Cooper S Pack conversion

The cost of converting an RSP model (including fitting charges and 
Vat) was £1,751.30. The same conversion for a Mainstream car was 
£1,878.88 (the latter includes an oil cooler). The April 1991 price 
list still shows the cost of supplying (but not fitting) the 998cc kit at 
£1,169.12 including Vat.

The single point injection (SPi) Rover Cooper was announced on 
29th October 1991. On 24th March 1992 Rover’s External Affairs 
Department issued a press release publicising, and endorsing, the 
John Cooper ‘Si’ Performance Conversion. Given the short lead time 
involved, it is not surprising that the corresponding new brochure 
issued by John Cooper Garages on that same date looks similar to 
its predecessor, using the same “The Cooper S is back” strap line, 
but this time, with the image of the Mainstream car facing forward, 
underpinned by the words “with the Cooper Si” printed below. 

This revised colour brochure was now a stapled eight page A4 
publication with more coverage devoted to the ever expanding range 
of accessories, that now included leather reclining seats and matching 
leather rear seats, and a full width wood veneer dashboard with 
matching door cappings, door pulls and gear knob. The accompanying 
four page price list includes all of the pre existing conversion packs 
as well as the ‘Si’ pack and a ‘Price on Application ‘for the 1,400cc 
conversion. The list of accessories, both for the car and the driver, 
was by now quite extensive.

From a tuning perspective, the ‘Si’ conversion had to contend 
with the power-sapping effects of lower emissions, a higher 
3.2:1 differential ratio, and the whole new world of the MEMS 2J 
electronic engine management system that controlled everything. 
Far from producing an advance in performance, the standard 
factory spec single point injection (Spi) Mini Cooper was at best, 
no better than its carburettor predecessor. And so it was with the 
first generation John Cooper ‘Si’ conversion when viewed alongside 
what they had done before.

The John Cooper Sports Handling Pack
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Compared with the 1275cc carburettor S Pack, maximum engine 
power of the ‘Si’ variant was down one notch at 76 BHP (77 PS) 
at 5,800rpm and the 0-60mph was marginally slower at just over 
10 seconds. Top speed suffered a little too, dipping from the 
previous 100mph to 98mph.The only glints of light between the 
two conversions was a slightly improved overall mpg rating from 
35 to 36mpg and the increase in maximum torque from 106 Nm at 
3,250rpm to 108 Nm at 3000rpm. To illustrate the benefit of the 
latter, the brochure also included a bar chart comparison of the 
acceleration from 50 – 70mph showing the ‘Si’ conversion as being 
0.5 sec quicker. From the moment Rover had publicised their new 
Spi Mini Cooper, the clock was ticking for John Cooper Garages 
to come up with a creditable performance conversion equivalent 
as quickly as possible. Considering the enormous challenge that 
the Spi cars presented, they acquitted themselves well in this task. 
From that start, the improvements in engine performance just 
kept on coming.

Registrar’s Comments

It is only by studying the different John Cooper brochures that I began 
to appreciate that each performance conversion has to be judged by 
its place in the timeline of development. The off-the-shelf 1275cc 
carburettor conversions were confined to the RSP and Mainstream 
cars alone and were set to an identical performance standard. 
The same cannot be said, however, when comparing a 1992 ‘Si’ 
conversion with one done in, say, 1995, as will be illustrated in the 
second part of this analysis which will appear next month.

Other points to consider:
(a) To qualify for warranty cover, the conversion had to be executed 
on a new or nearly new car. Today, some purists might question the 
validity of a conversion carried out many months or even years after a 
car was sold new;
(b) While John Cooper Garages undertook the lion’s share of the 
conversion work, a good many were also completed at Rover 
dealerships across the country;

March 1992 –The John Cooper ‘Si’ brochure

(c) Never judge a car by its conversion plate alone;
(d) A more in-depth analysis of the above John Cooper conversions 
can be found in my reports in the April, May, and June 2013 issues 
of CooperWorld.

Until next month…

British Summer Time begins at 01:00am on 25th March.

John Parnell 

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

In this month’s issue of CooperWorld 
we cover the story of Jen’s Christian’s 
1973 left hand drive Clubman 1275 GT 
Wood and Pickett Margrave Elite. Jen’s 
takes up the story of his car below in his 
own words:
 
My car was ordered by Jaguar House 
of Copenhagen, to act as their 
demonstrator / showcar. Their sales 
executive, Erling Lindener, was the man 
that came up with the plan. Jaguar House 
was ‘the’ place in Denmark to buy 
exclusive cars, and they were the Danish 
agent for exclusive cars such as Aston 
Martin, Rolls Royce and Jaguar etc.
To be sure that the car got as much PR 

as possible, Mr Lindener contacted Denmark’s celebratory couple 
number one at the time namely, Margit and Erik Brandt.

The plan was to ship a left hand drive 1275GT from Denmark to Wood 
& Pickett for a complete Margrave Elite conversion. Then upon its return 
to Denmark, the car was exhibited at the Copenhagen International Car 
Show. After the show it was then delivered to the Brandt couple. I have 
spoken with all the people who were involved in the ordering and import 
of the car and they all have some great stories about it. 
 
Margit and Erik Brandt were fashion designers/manufactures, and had 
stores all over the world. They were the only true ‘Jet setting couple’ 
Denmark ever had, and lived a very flamboyant life style. See short 
videos in English about them by going to the following three links: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kea0s-crypY 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margit_Brandt 
 http://www.pool-mag.net/content1.html?id=501&iid=22 
 
Their friends include Mick Jagger, Brigitte Bardot, Andy Warhol and 
Her Majesty the Queen of Denmark, and her husband Prince Henri 
de Monpezat. 
 
The plan was to give the car to Margit as a birthday present, and their 
chauffeur, M Spooner, was to drive Margit to all celebratory events 
and fashion shows that she would attend. Now 46 years later people 
still talk about the car and only recently on national TV, a famous 
fashion expert said “who doesn’t remember Margit Brandt and her 
luxury Mini, and her being driven in it by a chauffeur”. 
 
A book about their lives also contains two pages devoted to the car, 
including what the newspapers wrote as the car caused an uproar 
(this was just after the 1973 fuel crises) and so people were shocked 
that Erik Brandt had spend so much money on a small car. 
 
Later when the Brandt couple moved to New York, the car was sold 
to a man who was nicknamed ‘The secret millionaire’ by the press.
No one has seen him for decades, and no photos of him exist apart 
from a 42 year old one. He spends most of his life abroad, in his villas 
around Monaco, Italy and London etc.
 
He has a huge interest in exotic cars, and has owned everything from 
Mercedes 300 Gullwings, to special bodied Ferraris, and Maseratis etc. 

Steve Burkinshaw
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Apparently, one day while on a visit to tuning company JanSpeed in 
Salisbury, England, he spotted an engine on a pedestal in a corner of their 
showroom. This was JanSpeed’s turbo conversion for the A series engine. 
 
He persuaded JanSpeed to sell him the engine, and so the Mini was 
shipped back to England once more for a complete conversion.
JanSpeed upgraded the brakes, fuel system, suspension etc, to cope 
with all the extra power. The final bill for the conversion work was 
£8,300 in 1985. After more than two months in Salisbury, the car was 
finished. He then used the car for another 3 to 4 months in England, 
before it was shipped back to Denmark. 
 
Back in Denmark the car was loaned out to a famous movie producer, 
and then sold on a few years later. I found the car in a very sorry 
state 25 years later, and was able to buy it a year later. It has taken 
16 years, including several trips to England, to collect all the rare and 
missing parts and to restore the car. On one of my trips to England 
when I had tracked down the mechanic who had built the car, he 
asked if it still had the chrome badges on the A panels. Unfortunately, 
I had to say “no” as they were missing when I found the car. 
However, he said he might have two badges and sure enough he did! 
 
It turned out that he had taken two badges and fitted them on his 
child’s go-cart and three decades later, after the children had moved 
out, it was still sitting in his outhouse with both badges intact. 
So, now the car has two original silver and emerald JanSpeed Turbo 
badges sitting on the A panels again.
 
The mechanic also confirmed that the car is the only Mini in the 
world with JanSpeed’s famous turbo conversion. The conversion was 
too complicated, and ended up costing so much money, that no other 
Mini owner ordered one. I have also established contact with the 
secret millionaire and he confirmed that it was the prototype/demo 
engine from the sales room that ended up in the car. 
 
This car is very special to own, as so many people remember it in 
Denmark, and I have gathered so many interesting stories over the 
years from people about it. They have come from people like the 
mechanics that maintained the car for the Brandt couple, famous 
celebrities, and later on from the secret millionaire himself. 
 
The car was inspected by F.I.V.A in 2015 and entered in their portfolio 
& now has an F.I.V.A passport.

Thanks Jens for recounting the fascinating story of your very special 
W& P converted Mini Clubman.

P.S. Photos of the car to follow in next month's issue

Steve Burkinshaw

Innocenti Register

The Bingley Hall Mini Fair is a great 
place to meet up after Christmas and 
the New Year is now well and truly 
behind us, to catch up with friends and 
car owners to discuss work done over 
the winter months, or future plans. As 
you expect in January, the weather on 
the day was freezing cold and so it was 
great to get inside the main hall and 
warm up.

After arranging to meet up with 
fellow Innocenti owners, the 
discussion always turns to the subject 
of the hunting of spare parts. Bingley 
isn't the ideal place for Innocenti 
specific spares, but trawling through 

each of the trader stalls sometimes throws up the odd surprise. 
However, the only real stall displaying Innocenti spares was Mike 
Moule from Switzerland. 

Foster Charlton

Mike had a nice set of 5x10 Firsat wheels, a used set of Leyland wheel 
centres, a pair of original ‘Carello’ stamped headlight chrome rims 
and a couple of Cooper brake servos.One being a Bonaldi and the 
other a Benditalia. The Bonaldi being fitted throughout the life of the 
Innocenti Cooper, and then the Benditalia seemed to turn up late in 
1974 on the Cooper 1300 Export models. The exact change point 
date is not known, but a survey undertaken by Greg Cambe in France 
myself a few years ago, did seem to indicate a change point late in 
late1974. From what I have been told by one of our Italian experts, 
Bonaldi were bought out by Bendix in late ‘74 and so the brake 
servos became known as ‘Benditalia’ ones.

Complete seal kits are available to overhaul both types and are readily 
available on eBay, or through Classic Alfa Romeo specialists.
The price of £60 each for the servos that Mike was selling was a 
reasonable price for them, but if you're restoring one of these servos, 
then budget for around £120 for complete new seal kits and re-
plating of parts in gold zinc passivate plating.

Regarding used Carello headlamp rims, it is advisable to try and find 
a pair with the Carello logo firmly and deeply stamped into them. 
Some of these rims almost had the logo half stamped into them,which 
is fine when they were new. But if they need to be re-plated, then 
the polishing and chrome plating process means that the important 
Carello logo will almost certainly be partially lost, leaving the logo 
almost looking like a fault in the newly plated rim.

An eagle eye helped me spot some rather familiar looking dark green 
HT leads made by Ripaults stuffed into the bottom of a large plastic 
container on one trader’s stand and with the help of my friend Ruth 
Webb, we managed to find quite a few new old stock HT leads.
These dark green HT leads were made by Ripaults and are usually 
date stamped along with the Ripaults name in white printing along 
the cable. Complete with Champion WC200 end caps (with the 

Carello headlamp rim

Ripaults dated HT leads and Champion WC200 spark plug caps
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Mini Super Register

Although it is only January at the time 
of writing this report, thoughts are 
already ahead to summer and Mini 
Cooper Day this June, at Beaulieu. 
This is a truly wonderful event with so 
many excellent examples of Minis to 
see. It is therefore disappointing for 
me that this year, I shall be on holiday 
and unable to attend. As usual, there 
will be a couple of Supers in the arena 
on display, and there will be a couple 
of complimentary tickets available on 
a first come first served basis. Please 
let me know as soon as possible if you 
would like to display your Super. Also 
as usual, I will try to secure some extra 

space near the arena for other Supers to park. Again, prior notice is 
preferable but not essential. 

This month’s good news is that a Surf blue and white Austin Super 
I had last heard of in the early 2000s has re-surfaced. I completely 
lost trace of it. It was in quite poor condition, very rusty and without 
interior, so I feared the worst. But it would seem that it changed 
hands a few times quickly in succession before being acquired and 
rescued by Alex Fletcher who runs a vehicle restoration business 
somewhere in the Midlands. The car remains stored in its non-
restored condition but at least it survives with the likelihood that 
sometime soon it will be professionally re-built.

Recently I received a lovely email from Iris Grist. She remembers that 
as a young child, living in Cornwall, her father purchased in 1962, as 
a new car. It was painted Almond green and white and was an Austin 
Super registered123 MTA. It was his very first new car. Iris remembers 
the car was equipped with seat covers to keep the new seats pristine 
and it had been specially under-sealed. But she also recalled that it often 
went back to the supplying dealer to have oil leaks dealt with under 
warranty! Her childhood memories stir a great deal of nostalgia when 
she recalls sitting in the back of the Mini with her Dansette radio, which 
had to be moved around regularly on a journey to keep it in tune. She 
also remembers that when her grandparents moved house, she sat in 

Garry Dickens

the back with three cousins, carrying a coal scuttle on her lap, while 
her fellow passengers were surrounded by boxes of pots and pans. In 
the small Cornish village where Iris and her family lived, the residents 
apparently didn’t think much of this new, strange looking little car! The 
little Super was sold after about three years when, with a growing 
family, her father replaced it with a Morris 1100. Sadly, there is no trace 
of the car on the DVLA website.

A Super which I have been aware of for a number of years will shortly 
be available for sale. It has a truly fascinating history. Although largely 
complete and original, the car will require a total restoration. Its 
owner will sell only to an enthusiast prepared to restore the car to its 
original condition and not break it for parts. Please contact me if you 
are interested.

Finally, my usual request that if you own, have owned, know of any 
Super or have any stories or anecdotes relating to one, then please 
get in touch, even if it no longer exists. 
 
Garry Dickens

123 MTA when new outside Iris’ Cornish home in 1962

Champion logo embossed in white) I managed to make up a set with 
the correct date stamps for my 1972 Innocenti Cooper 1300.

Apart from the spares mentioned above, not a great deal more was 
present, but it was great to meet up with familiar faces for a catch up.

That's all for this month
 
Foster Charlton

1275GT Register

Our closed season for events has 
inspired the usual surge in restoration 
project activity and updates on two 
GTs in progress have come my way 
this month.

Peter Horsburgh, based up in Kings 
Lynn, is close to completion on his GT, 
YMG 322H, registered April 1970. 
Bought unseen, Peter quickly came 
to the conclusion that a transplant to 
a later shell had been part of the cars 
past and hence many early GT features 
were thus missing. Undaunted, Peter 
embarked on a lengthy project to turn 
back the clock to 1970 and present his 

GT as close as possible to its original appearance.

Starting with a decision on suspension, costs and complexity 
dictated retaining the present dry set up. However, other changes 
were deemed critical for the project. 10 inch Rostyles with 7.5 inch 
brakes were a vital factor to include, latterly followed by the correct 
remote change gear box.

Having run his GT on an S spec rally engine for some time, the 
original engine is now back in place having been rebuilt at Southam 
Mini Metro Centre. The S engine is now destined for a MK 2 S 
project Peter also has in the pipeline.

Alan Clark

Sitting a little high on its cones, a few miles should settle things down
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With the finished colour applied some years ago, Peter was uncertain 
about the shade but Snapdragon would be a likely choice, which 
blends well with the interior colour vinyl Peter chose. The biscuit 
coloured seat covers were made up by a local upholsterer in Kings 
Lynn and the seam effect feature was pressed into the vinyl by 
Newton Commercial to replicate the 70s pattern.

Other interior work involved removing an aftermarket custom dash 
board and installing the correct instrument setup. This was topped 
off with a mint condition GT steering wheel, the price of which 

Peter’s S engine now moving to a Mk2 project

GT engine now installed along with a remote gearbox

Many hours of work on the interior proved worthwhile, to match 
the standard of the as new steering wheel

Peter was reluctant to share, but I can imagine it was one of the 
major cost items based on current prices!

Details to follow for the future include sourcing the correct front 
bracket for the servo and possibly the correct early grill. However, 
these are minor compared to the lengths Peter has already gone to; 
all of which represents the growing demand and status of GTs.

A little further back in terms of completion is Peter Smith-Chester’s 
October 69 GT, TRD 164H. In one of the rarer colours, that being 
Antelope, the shell is complete and showing a high quality finish that 
should result in a superb restoration.

A chassis number of XAD2-002962A and a marque listed as Morris 
puts Peter’s GT amongst the earliest produced and the history is 
backed by the Heritage certificate supplied with the car. Hopefully, 
news of its completion will reach me soon!

News that a recently featured GT has now changed hands has 
also come to my attention. FNP 365X formally owned by Graham 
Harvey has been sold on a popular online auction site, reaching 
a value of £6700! Now on its way to Ireland to join a collection 
owned by MCR member Ian Okenden, with a sympathetic future 
restoration planned, I look forward to hearing more from Ian when 
work is underway.

Finally, rounding up news on the GT market place is the offer for 
sale of Ron Batchelor’s EHC 301W, which Ron has cherished for the 
last 20 years or so, but now feels it’s time to find a new owner for 
his rather special silver GT.

Finished shell in Antelope

History and provenance add much to a car’s appeal
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 Modern MINI Cooper Register

My JCW

The moment you have all been waiting 
for. Yes, it was built on the 12th 
January to the build spec I ordered 
on the 17th November 2017. Try 
as I may, I could not get the 2018 
build, this still has not gone live at 
MINI Plant Oxford and will not do 
so until mid-March 2018, but I did 
see a new build one at the Autosport 
International show.

However, the saga continues. Obstacle 
18, yes I am still counting, I had been 
told that my new MINI has been 
built and that I have to pay £200 

towards better roads (not) in England. To do this I need an insurance 
certificate to pay the road tax, remembering of course, that the 
Insurance company (AXA) are buying the new car. 

So, I email them and they instruct me to call my broker. 30 
minutes later, I finally get through “How can I help you today Mr 
Young”? “I need a new Insurance Certificate please”, “You can do 
that online”, “No I can’t your online system specifically tells me to 
ring your number. 

“OK let me take a look, what is the registration of the old car?” “R33 
EJB”. “OK, what is the registration for the new car?” “R33 EJB”. You 
can see where this was going. Confused of Swinton replies “why 
do you need a new certificate?” “ Because my current certificate 
shows it started on March 17th and the new car was built on January 
18th 2018. A silent pause followed and then“I need to talk to my 
Supervisor, can I put you on hold?” 

David Young

Featured previously in CooperWorld and with a big spread in the 
September 2005 issue of MiniWorld, Ron will be first to admit that 
his highly personalised car may not appeal to those looking for 
originality. However, the subtle nature of the modifications and the 
high standard of workmanship have resulted in a GT with great 
driving potential which Ron put to good use in his completion of the 
Italian Job run.

Further details should be appearing in Ron’s advert in our cars for 
sale section, and I would be pleased to hear from the buyer if one is 
successfully secured.

Alan Clark

5 minutes later she returns. “DVLA says R33EJB is a JCW MINI 
built on February 17th ”. I reply that car has been written off by 
“The ********Insurance Company” and the number R33 EJB is on 
retention. The V5c now has the registration number GM66YJR, which 
is on a SORN”. She comes back to life and asks ”Can I go and talk to 
my Supervisor?”

After an Even longer period on hold the advisor returns; ”Your 
car is not shown on the DVLA system so it has not been built I am 
puzzled looking at a DVLA form Confirmation of Registration Details 
038011798”. In the end we conclude that the Swinton DVLA feed 
is not up to date and I should call later. At that, I throw my handset 
across the room and give up for the evening.

Finally, good news, Mark James of the Vehicle Replacement 
Network confirms delivery will be made by Vines of Gatwick. All 
I have to pay now is the Insurance deductible and the MINI 3 year 
TLC service pack. The fact that my ‘old car’ never used any TLC 
time did not gain anything but sympathy, “not part of the insured 
loss”. Mark has been brilliant, always staying in touch and chasing 
Vines up on a weekly basis. 

So, in the end, the whole episode of the trip through Tissington ford 
cost AXA £25,278.68p. My maths suggest they have sold my old car 
to Copart for £6K, as they couldn’t sell it me as I am not a breaker. 
I get a new car, which should be worth a year less of depreciation 
when I come to replace it, probably with another JCW!

I have still to find out what will happen to my protected NCB, AXA 
has been totally open, honest and has replaced my car so I have no 
cause to complain. The issue they have, is that their system is just too 
rigid with one shape fits all. My whole claim, in my opinion, should 
have been manually handled. Maybe a better look at the damage 
could have saved them a significant amount of money; it was their 
choice to write the car off. 

David Young

‘The NEW JCW’ R33 EJB lives again!
Looking forward to the Off-Peak Run 20th-21st October 2018



Mini Cooper Register | 51

REGISTERS

Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday 8th March

Beefeater pub in Emersons Green, just off the M32, near 
J18/19 M4. Postcode: BS16 7AN  

David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

  Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

TBA

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Lincolnshire TBA TBA TBA

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

  Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Scotland Sunday 12th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

  Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Warwickshire Region meeting venue is being sold so 
to avoid a wasted journey please send email to warks@
cliffdporter.co.uk  to confirm location of monthly 
meeting.  Thank you. Cliff Porter, Regional Organiser.

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

VENUE 

CHANGE

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org
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Bristol Gloucester and Somerset Region

January has passed and the Mini world is 
shivering back to life.

I have been selling a garage full of spares on 
eBay and have found no shortage of people 
buying Mini parts. It was amazingly to see an 
original set of Mk1 door brocade sell for £1,040.

I attended a Mini networking day in Bristol run by 
another club and it was good to meet new people 
and to see how they operate.

My ‘61 Countryman was sold to a ‘Mini’ family 
in Chippenham. They already have a one owner 
1959 Mini and a Mini 25 in their stable. They are 
very happy with it and can’t wait to use it.

I attended the Kidlington autojumble. There were 
some great bargains including a set of 1.25-inch 
twin SU carbs for £35, good condition Mini hubcaps for £2 each and a Mk3 S brake servo for £25.

I also attended the Bingley Hall Mini show in Staffordshire. It was a very busy event with a large 
autojumble with a good variety of parts suppliers and a varied selection of new and old Minis on 
display. I bought a set of second-hand Ultralite Mini alloys with good tyres for just £35 and a good 
quality Mk1 ‘wavy’ grill for £40. A few photos of the event are shown here.

Looking forward - The next BGS meet up is at 7.30pm on Thursday the 8th March at the Beefeater Pub, Emersons Green, Bristol. BS16 7AN. 

The MCR are planning to have a stand at the Sherborne Classic Car show on the 14th and 15th July. If you own a Works car and are potentially 
interested in showing your car at the event, please contact Brian Davage: bridavage@gmail.com for more information.

Also, tickets are now on sale for the Under the Mini Moon event, located near Burnham-on-Sea on the weekend of 3rd to 5th August and MCR BGS 
will have a stand. Please contact me if you wish to show your car. Visit: http://www.utmm.co.uk/new/ for further information.

That’s it from me.
 
David Dangerfield

Dorset Region

As you read this report, we will be just 
beginning to emerge from the somewhat 
dull and cold wintry months and are looking 
forward to the brighter prospects of spring. 
Also by this time, I will have uncovered the 
Minis from their winter hibernation and 
taken them out for a shakedown run on 
hopefully salt free roads.

On January 10th, we held our post 
Christmas dinner at Tyrell’s Ford 
Country Hotel which was attended 
by 19 members and guests. A most 

enjoyable evening was had by all. Of all the meals ordered, I estimate that at least 12 ordered the steak and ale pie, chips and veg (myself 
included) and jolly tasty it was, perfect for a cold wet January evening.

Towards the end of last year I put forward the idea of having a light hearted Mini quiz and as the idea received a favourable response, I propose to 
host the quiz at our February meeting. I subsequently spent much time deliberating over suitable questions and a report and results will be published 
in the next issue of CooperWorld.

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Full plates, ready for the off Who ate all the pies?
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Regarding future events, our road run to Haynes Motor Museum has been put back a week to Sunday April 22nd. Details to follow soon.
Other dates for events are May 5th and the Downton Classic Car Show, June 10th the MCR Mini day at Beaulieu, August 12th the Breamore Classic 
Car Show and Sept date TBC for a road run to Fort Nelson, Portsmouth.

On a final note, as per last year, all of our monthly meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the aforementioned Tyrell’s Ford Hotel.

Nick Stansmore

Herts & North London Region

SAVE THE DATE! - Wednesday 9th May 2018

Herts and North London Region are hosting an evening with our honorary member, Stuart Turner at The United Reformed Church, Potters Bar 
Herts EN6 1BZ. This promises to be a very entertaining event, so please mark your diaries. All regions are invited.

There will be a retiring collection, and all the donations will go to the charity Race Against Dementia, the one started by Sir Jackie Stewart.

Further details to follow in April’s of CooperWorld.

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Kent Region 

Hi from Kent! 

We now have two roads runs for Kent!

Firstly, on Sunday 22nd April for the Drive it Day, we will be holding another of our 
popular breakfast runs, this will be a run of 50-60 miles around the Kent countryside 
finishing around the Ashford area. Entry fee including run pack and rally plate will be 
£10 per car. You can purchase breakfast on arriving at the selected Café if you wish to.

Then the Ham Sandwich Run is taking on the 19th August this year, entry will be £30 
per car including the attraction entrance charge covering the driver and navigator, 
run packs and entry gift. You can reserve your place on this popular run now, as in 
the last couple of years it will be limited to 40 cars.

Registration for both events is now open! Email for further details.

Here is the Kent Events List for 2018, please contact us if you would like to attend any of 
these events. We do need to hear from you ASAP for Bearsted, Darling buds and for the 
Deal show as we need to pre-purchase tickets and spaces will be limited on the stand. 

Kent Events List 2018

Drive it day breakfast Run. 22nd April – Airport Café Start
LSMOC London to Brighton Run, 20th May 2018, Brighton.
Deal RNLI Classic Car Show, 26th May, Deal.
MCR National Mini Cooper Day, 10th June, Beaulieu. 
Darling Buds of May Classic Car Show, 1st July. Bethersden
Bearsted Green Classic, 29th July, Bearsted Nr Maidstone.
Brands Hatch Mini Festival 25th-26th August, Brands Hatch Circuit.
Ham Sandwich Run, 19th August, Ashford.
Oh So Retro, September, 30th September, Margate. 

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. The March meeting will be the 14th. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

REGIONAL REPORTS



Mid Staffs Region

The year started off quietly with just 6 people turning up for the first Monday regular meeting of the year. Not surprising as it was the 1st January! 
However, where the quantity was lacking, the quality was first class, as one of those who did come along was Martin Molson, the Chief Engineer, of 
Experimental Projects at JCB. If you saw the Guy Martin programme about the 1st World War tank, then you will know JCB and Martin [Molson] 
were involved in the project. It was great to chat to Martin about this, the challenges and problems they faced in building the replica. Perhaps one of 
the best club nights we have had, so you never know what you might miss by being hungover!

I have been searching for something Mini to write about given this slow start 
to the year, so having delved deep into my archive I realised that 2018 is 10 
years since my first Minis to Monte event. This was the first event I did with 
my Mk1 Cooper 1293, and when I left home it had only covered about 300 
miles, some of which was on a rolling road! The first part of the trip was to 
Surbiton to pick up my navigator, Andy Keen, and on the M25 just before the 
M3 junction it died in lane 3 of the 5! You can imagine the face on the rescue 
truck driver’s face when he asked where I wanted to go to – “Monte Carlo of 
course!” A call to Mini Speed in Byfleet sourced a new starter solenoid which 
Andy collected whilst I was being recovered. Once fitted the car ran fine all the 
way to Monte Carlo, and then on day 4 after the Col du Turini a misfire started 
after about 100 miles. We staggered all the way to Digne-les-Bains, although 
above 4,500rpm it ran cleanly Here points and condenser were changed, 
after which it ran fine for another 100 miles before the misfire set in again. 
A bit more fettling at Tain Hermitage and it ran fine all the way back home. 
Then, driving locally the misfire returned and I eventually traced the cause to 
a damper piston in one of the new SUs was sticking in the dashpot. I had this 
many years ago with an MGA but that was more about the dirt that collects in the dashpot than a high spot. A change to ‘old’ dashpots cured 
the problem completely. There should be a picture attached from day one of the event at a rest stop, with Elgin Greer in the Ex-Works Cooper 
ORX 707F, then a car I can’t identify, third is Stuart and Hilary Horsley, and then my Cooper. These are events that everyone really should have 
on their bucket list!

The calendar for the year is still a bit fluid and I am currently investigating an option for Drive it Day on Sunday 22nd April. I am also looking for 
a slot for the annual tour, which is getting easier now all the dates of major race meeting are firming up, so the historic events can be slotted in 
around them. Hopefully, the 1st Saturday in August will prove to be the best date as that is the reciprocal date from last year. More on future 
events next month! 

Finally, our club meetings are open to all Mini and MINI owners – just come along to the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone ST15 0PX on 
the first Monday of the month. Meetings start at 7.30pm.
 
Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Newcastle & Durham Region

Just a quick note this month to let everyone know that we intend running our ‘Whitby Wander’ touring assembly event again this year. A 
date has yet to be confirmed but it’s likely that it will be a Saturday in late June, starting again from Darlington and finishing (inevitably) in the 
wonderful and unique seaside town that is Whitby. In-between the route will take some of the best roads the North York Moors has to offer, 
with the possibility of clues to pick up on the way and an overnight stay in Whitby for those that fancy it. Dennis Perkins is the man in charge 
and is producing a route book for the event, which will again run under a MSA CoE. We didn’t publicise or report on last year’s event, other 
than on Facebook, for which I apologise, but it was a great day out in fantastic company, weather and scenery that we’re so lucky to have right 
on our doorstep. More details to follow but to register your interest in the meantime email me at nialltcook@hotmail.com 

Niall Cook
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Mini to Monte 2008

Cars begin to assemble for the start 
of the 2017 Whitby Wander

Richard Derrick's son gets 
some practice in the silly seat

Sandsend beach - one of many stunning 
views enjoyed on the 2017 event
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Thames Valley Region 

This year’s MCR social event at the Hinton Firs Hotel, Bournemouth, had a distinctive nautical theme, mainly, because of the Saturday evening’s 
fancy dress event -‘Dress like a Pirate’. It was a sight to behold as the entire hotel seemed to have been invaded by pirates of all sorts. The Thames 
Valley Region members were particularly resplendent, as you can see in the photos. They also excelled themselves in the afternoon KWIZZ by 
beating the five other teams. A big thank you to Josh and Kim Bromage for organising this event yet again and we’re very much looking forward to 
next year’s event.

Finally, A reminder that our meetings are on the last Wednesday of the month at The Crooked Billet, 
London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH from 8pm. 

That’s all for now. Enjoy your Minis whether driving them or working on them.

Lorraine PR@minicooper.org
Robert and Ken thames_valley@minicooper.org 

Warwickshire Region

Can you believe it is March already? Has anyone found a white sloppy mini Easter egg; no brand names mentioned! Oh such happy memories. 

At the HRCR Open Day in January I met up with several members of the Warwickshire Region. It is probably one of the best events of the year to 
plan your annual motoring calendar to use your Mini on the roads. So many opportunities promoted to use your Mini on events ranging from scenic 
tours, road rally championships to the ultimate rally stage event series, or just spectating at other speed events that are part of the HRCR calendar.

In anticipation of Burns Night 18 members enjoyed a bangers, mash and gravy supper at the Houndshill on the evening before; as it was close to 
haggis which I understand is an acquired taste!

Our meeting place at the Houndshill in Ettington is changing hands so we anticipate that it will be refurbished and closed for a few months by the 
time you read this, but are we bovered? NO! As members do not live close to each other I believe the Stratford area is an alternative convenient 
location so over the next few months the ‘foodie members’ will check out alternative venues which should give us the opportunity to exercise our 
Minis. I will also send out an email at least 2 weeks before to those on my email list. If you are a member and do not receive my emails please let me 
know at warks@cliffdporter.co.uk so that I can keep you up to date with our programme.

On February 1st several members took their cars to the static display in Banbury town centre as an attraction for spectators watching competitors 
who started from Glasgow on the Monte Historique Rallye passed through the control in the Market Square. There were approximately a dozen 
starters from Glasgow this year; mind you it is a very long route to Monte Carlo and many of the competitors are getting close to the age of their 
cars, and perhaps do not have the stamina they had in the 1950’s and 1960’s. I know I don’t! Does anyone remember the times when the route 

Clive and Melanie Brooks

The Thames Valley Region’s table And the Kwizz winners are – The Thames Valley Region!

Ken and Margaret Hutner Lorraine and Russell Helen and Terry Schraider

Kwizz winners  
‘Photo’ trophy
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passed through the exotic sounding Ashby de la Zouch (twinned with Pithiviers near Chartres!) and the less exciting East Grinstead (twinned with Bourg 
de Peage near Grenoble in 1964!)? I wonder if the East Grinstead twinning had anything to do with Paddy’s win!

Only one Mini in the event, a Mk3 with a Maltese registration number plate but English crew. Within minutes of its arrival the service crew were 
busy working on it. A bit further along I met Michael Hyrons who, with two of his friends, were acting as service crew on 3 different cars! They 
were also busy effecting a swift repair to a broken wire to the temperature sensor on an Opel!

Patrick Walker and John Larkin, with their Minis and Brian Hore with his Riley Elf were parked up by the local market stalls and the display of 4 
Marathon cars. Prodrive had also brought along Danny Sordo’s WRC MINI - 3WRC. Such a pity the project failed. The weather was kind and many 
of the local shoppers had not realised what was going on and many showed keen interest in asking many questions. Well done to the local council 
for supporting the Monte Control.

Peter and Mary Machin have prepared a circular run of about 60 miles from and to a local Farm shop and café in Ebrington near Chipping Campden 
to take place on Sunday 29th April. The day will include breakfast, flowers in the form of a detailed Tulip road book of the route and lunch for an 
all in cost of £60 for 2 participants in any Mini variant from 1959 to 2018. (If there are any profits from the event they will be donated to the Midlands 
Air Ambulance charity). The number of entries will be limited to 15 cars and the event will be run as a touring assembly with an MSA Certificate of 
Exemption, permit no 105899 dated 23rd January 2018. If you would like to take part please send me an email and I will send you an entry form by 
email by return.

Patrick Walker has appeared in print locally to promote the Banbury event. He also took along 2 Marathon cars plus his Mini Cooper to Gaydon 
for the HRCR event. He has offered to host an evening to view his collection of cars before we move on to the hostelry close by for refreshments 
probably in May.

My principal interest this year, apart from scenic touring events is the MiniSport supported 2018 Mini Cup Challenge that includes a championship 
for under 25 competitors using 1980s Minis modified with ‘Safety’ sealed 998cc engined Minis. My Dad supported my interest in motorsport from 
a very early age – BC = before Coopers! (and before computers!). The MiniSport team is very supportive of this young championship thanks to the 
enthusiasm of ‘Diddy’ Dave Thomas. The first event is the Abgo Stages event at Weston Park on Saturday 17th March. I hope to be there to see 
how the youngsters perform. Maybe follow a young Mini Cooper Register crew.

Don’t forget to check the location of the region’s monthly meeting for the next few months before leaving home. 

Finally, I have become addicted to the Facebook group Old Road rallying photos. Not all Minis but check it out. Maybe some of you who took to the 
lanes in the late 1960s and 1970s could look out some of your images and post them on this group. Most of the photos appear to be from the 1980s.

Cliff Porter

Cars begin to assemble for the start 
of the 2017 Whitby Wander

Almost famous number plate

10” studded tyres but 12” road tyres Fuel problem being sorted Familiar comp number for Maltese car?

Modern WRC viewing 
Lombard Talbot Sunbeam
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Worcestershire Region

The first show of the year for our region was 
the Mini Fair 2018 at Bingley Hall. It was a great 
show, well attended and there were two halls 
of auto-jumble stalls with lots of new parts 
traders. Mark and Ruth Ruff ’s Minivan was 
in the Premier Concours final as Mark’s Mk1 
Cooper was at home. I believe a BMW MINI 
won the concours. 

Mick Rowley
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th SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to 
renew your membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with 
your renewal notification, if you have not 

already signed up to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about 

renewing in the future as this will be 
done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but 
you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS



FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious before 
purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL  
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose 
a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques 
should be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.  
All traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

Rover Mini Cooper Sport 1275 
registered 08/09/2000. Mileage 
only 18,200 MOT December 2018. 
Metallic green with silver roof.
Interior finished in silver and black 
leather. Engine has Mini Sport 
multi point tuning kit fitted to a 
90bhp engine and has been rolling 
road tested.This car has had very 
little use and is kept in a heated 
garage. No damage to wheels or 
paintwork. Invoices and receipts 
for work done and past MOT’S. 
£15,995 Tel Home: 0208 866 0464 
or Mobile: 07884 473 510

Parts for sale

Complete 9 piece red Veltone carpet sets with sound proof backing. 
For Mini MKI, Cooper and Cooper S. Each set has a MKI heel mat 
attached and comes with floor clips plus separate black pads for 
underneath the seats. Also complete 9 piece black Veltone carpet sets 
with slightly thinner soundproofing. For MKII Cooper and Cooper S 
with MKII heel mat attached floor clips plus separate black pads for 
underneath the seats.

I also have rubber toe mats that stop your foot wearing out the carpet 
near the accelerator, plus MKI and MKII rubber heel mats that are sold 
separately to the 9 piece sets.

For any further information or to receive a sample please email: 
downtonbos@yahoo.co.uk or telephone landline: 01970 617010 or 
mobile: 07974608333. I am willing to ship worldwide.

Rally spec rear subframe. Genuine Rover dry bare rear subframe, 
modified for rallying but never used. Seam welded, plated top and 
bottom, gusseted, towing loops. Save yourself a lot of time and effort 
for a lot less than the cost of a new one £390. Could possibly bring to 
Himley or Beaulieu shows. Also new ‘Works’ heater copper pipe and U 
shaped rubber hose fits around the front of the engine £30. Tel Neil on 
07879 261376.

Mini mags free to collect near Ealing West London: Modern MINI issues 
1 - 8 inclusive, Aug 06 - March 07. Mini World Jan 93 - Dec 93, 12 issues. 
Go Mini mag, 17 issues between nos 1 - 24 (final), Dec 03 - Nov 05. All in 
good condition. Tel. Malcolm 020 8575 6232 
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CLAIM YOUR FREE COPY TODAY:
SIMPLY CALL 0800 923 3006 AND QUOTE COOP

Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm. Sat - Sun 10am - 4pm. Calls are free from landline and mobile phones. 

Terms and conditions: Offer available to UK residents only. Free copy only available to the � rst 1000 callers. One copy of a single 
magazine per household. Please allow up to six weeks for delivery of your magazine. If you live outside the UK, please phone +44 
01959 543 747 for our latest subscription offer. Offer ends 31 January 2018 or when stocks are depleted, whichever is soonest. 
Kelsey Publishing Ltd., publishers of coast magazine uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how we 

would like to use your personal information. For full details visit www.kelsey.co.uk or call 01959 543 747. If you have any questions 
please ask as submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you 
about products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time 

via email on data.controller@kelsey.co.uk or call 01959 543 747.

CLAIM YOUR FREE COPY
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2ND-GENERATION
COUNTRYMAN

Still a fun drive? We fi nd out

 FIRST DRIVE 

PLUS: 
■ Motorsport preview

■ JCW GPs in Turkey

■ Meets, shows, news

Dream machineR53 Cooper S has the lows and the power

R53 COOPER S RIDES ON AIRLASER BLUE R56 COOPER S 
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NEW MINI 
MAGAZINE

HANDS ON
CAMBER FIX
Find out how to fi t
adjustable rear arms 

NEW 
PROJECT 
COOPER

WE TAKE ON 
AN OBL

NEW 
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1963 MORRIS
TRAVELLER
RETIREMENT PROJECT

JUNE 2017 £4.60
WWW.MINIWORLD.CO.UK

O R I G I N A L  A N D  G R E AT E S T  M A G A Z I N E  F O R  T H E  M I N I

17 INSPIRING READERS’ MINIS
10 MUST-HAVE NEW PRODUCTS

PRO DETAILING TIPS TO SHINE UP YOUR MINI 
PROJECT UPDATE: FITTING ESTATE WINDOW TRIMS

2

Mk2 runabout gets luxury treatment        Kangaroo kicks with turbo power        Patina-perfect 1960 Mini-Minor

WORKS MINI RACER 
JOHN FITZPATRICK 

WIN A MEGUIAR’S 
DA POLISHING  KIT

£2,000 impulse buy becomes stylish family transport£2,000 impulse buy becomes stylish family transport
WESTIE WOODY

1ST CHOICE
FOR MINI 
OWNERS

Cover_June17_kd2mb.indd   1 31/03/2017   17:39

MINI MIGLIA BUILD, STELVIO ROAD TRIP,PLUS
KEITH CALVER’S ESSENTIAL VERTO CLUTCH GUIDE

SUPER SEVEN
EARLY MKI BUILT

FOR ENJOYMENT

BIG-BORE BLASTER
OLD SCHOOL TWEAKS,
NEW AGE TRICKS

STUNNING FAST ROAD 
MINIS TO SATISFY ALL 
TASTES AND BUDGETS

ROAD RACER
HISTORIC FIA STYLING,
SWIFTUNE 1380 POWER

JAPAN’S FINEST
130BHP 16-VALVE

BRITAX REPLICA

WEEKEND
WONDERS
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FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE ’90s 
JAGUAR XJ6

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS
ROVER HISTORY

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?
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HIGHS AND LOWS
ROOTES TO CHRYSLER

FIND ME A...
HOT HATCH ICON

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS

Vol.23  
No.06

May 2017

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE 
TRIUMPH TR7

ESSENTIAL ADVICE IN BUYING 
BRITAIN'S BARGAIN SPORTS CAR

CHOOSE A SHOW:
NEW AGE CLASSICS:
TOYOTA MR2 MK3

THIS SUMMER'S 
EVENTS LISTING

CHOOSE A SHOW:
PLUS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING

 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS
100sOF CARSFOR SALEBUY A NEW CLASSIC FOR SPRING

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?£5k

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

150 MPH EXOTICS

HIGHS AND LOWS SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

80s XR FORDS
FROM £2500

SpecialistRates
forClubMembers

*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate
House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. FP ADGE775.3.17

With FJ+ you can add to your policy from a range of cover
options* including breakdown, agreed value, salvage
retention and spare parts.

Call our friendly UK team for a quote.

0333 207 6004
or visit footmanjames.co.uk

Insurance
solutions* for
classics and
more.

R
umours
circulate about
the future
of storied
British sports

car maker Lotus. As
Chinese manufacturers
add to their portfolios
by investing in historic
domestic marques,
industrial relations mar
others. Is Lotus about to
join Vauxhall by passing
into French hands? Full
story inside.

1000
CLASSICS
FOR SALE
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/ClassicCarBuyer @ClassicBuyer
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
5th APRIL 2017 ISSUE 376

BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA

rr

-
tess.

LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR

LASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICCCLASSICLASSICLASSIC
GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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