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Minispares - MIDLAND  
West Midlands 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury.  
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ 

Tel: 0121 544 0011   

Minispares - LONDON  
LONDON (M25/A1 Junction) MINISPARES HEAD OFFICE 

Cranbourne Industrial Estate,  Cranbourne Rd.  
 Potters Bar, Herts. EN6 3JN 

Tel: 01707 607700 

Minispares - NORTH  
Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road  

Northminster Business Park 
York Y026 6QU 

Tel: 01423 881800     

minispares.com 

Parts available on line and by mail order - or visit one of our three shops

www.minispares.com 
Supporting the Mini owner since 1975

Mini Spares - The New Original

Demand Mini Spares Approved Parts

The last original Mini rolled out of Cowley Works in 2000, so it’s 
hardly surprising that a lot of parts are now listed as NLA - No 
Longer Available. Thankfully we at Mini Spares are trying to 
reproduce as many of those parts as we can. If a particular part is 
no longer available from the original supplier, we will endeavour 
to find new ones and where possible reproduce the part to the 

original specification (or occasionally to an improved spec.) The 
picture shows just some of the brand approved parts we’ve already 
produced to fill the gaps left by the unavailability of original 
genuine parts.  
No need to thank us; it’s just part of our mission to keep the Mini 
alive!
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

December magazine – 1st November
January magazine – 1st December
February magazine – 1st January

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates are 
aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/old 
inks while printing blankets are shredded and used for 
rubberised play areas and footpaths. The wrapping it 
comes in is degradable and will break down in the soil.

Cooper disclaimer 
The Cooper logo is the property of John 
Michael Cooper and should not be used 
without prior permission.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
0045 9133 3068 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
The Beeches, Kiln Way, Grayshott, Hants. GU26 6JF 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Position vacant

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Mike Wood
Andy Harrison 
Bill Richards
Nick Swift
Ray Cunningham
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 24.04.17.indd   1 27/04/2017   12:19
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against 
a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means 
accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may 
be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the 
public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices 
of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer  
the membership - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
I am really pleased to say that we 

have, once again this month, 
produced another packed 68 page 
bumper issue of CooperWorld for 
you; this makes it the fourth issue 
this year to be at the maximum page 
allocation I am allowed to go to. So, I 
just wanted to take this opportunity 
to say thank you to all of those of you 
who have contributed to the magazine 
this year and, indeed in the past. 
Without your regular contributions, 
we simply would not be able to fill 

all these pages with hopefully, a great variety of interesting and 
entertaining articles for you to enjoy. 

This brings me nicely to what we have to whet your appetite in this 
month’s issue and, for starters, our Technical Topics Guru, Richard 
Pengelly, has submitted the first part of his article relating to the Mini’s 
cooling system. As always, Richard goes into quite some depth on this 
important subject, going on to give tips and advice on how to get the 
system performing at its optimum level. You will find Richard’s article 
starting on page 40.

In last month’s issue I suggested that the October issue usually 
marked the end of the outdoor events season. Well, I have 
to admit that I was a bit premature in my assertion, since we 
have two articles on two quite significant but different outdoor 
events. The first article, written by Robert Clayson, is about the 
Goodwood Revival which takes place annually in or around mid-
September. This event is a mecca for those who are into classic 

cars and classic car racing in particular. This event is unique in 
creating the distinct feeling of going back in time, particularly as 
those that are involved in the event dress up in period clothes as 
do most of the visitors too.

At the end of September, our own club’s major event took place, 
namely the Minis to the Alps tour. John Littman and Tony Salter have 
kindly written a joint article on the event from the perspective of 
being a participant. Their article really gives you an insight into what 
you can expect to experience if you should decide to go on one of 
these superb week long tours.

Then finally, the late and great Sir Alec Issigonis is the person who 
Peter Barker’s ‘interview with’ article focuses on this month, albeit 
that, at the time Peter was undertaking his series of ‘interview 
with’ articles for MiniWorld, Mr Issigonis had left us some years 
earlier. It therefore seemed appropriate that Peter should seek 
an interview with Issigonis’ official biographer, Gillian Bardsley, 
which fortunately she was happy to give. If you haven’t read 
Gillian’s book, then Peter’s article will give you a glimpse into 
Issigonis’ character and what drove him to become one of the 
most recognised, renowned maverick car designers he eventually 
became, principally of course, as the result of his revolutionary 
design and ultimately iconic creation of the Mini itself.

Paul Sulma 



light lunches, bed and superb Irish breakfasts in good hotels plus a superb 
detailed roadbook, rally plates and the provision of a support crew. All 
commercially available events now seem to cost many times more. 

A full page advert appears in this edition of CooperWorld with entries 
being accepted on 1st December.....not before! We expect the forty 
available places to go quickly, so if you are interested, I’d suggest that 
you express your interest early and enter swiftly. We will again be 
permitting you to pay in three instalments.

The last item this month is the rather disturbing news concerning 
the poor quality of many Mini parts now flooding the market. It’s 

probably not ‘news’ to many but it was brought into sharp focus when 
I had correspondence from a reliable source who was at his wits end 
with the quality of parts he was being offered by his suppliers, which 
were in many cases, of such inferior quality that he refused to stock 
them. More alarmingly, many were safety related items such as ball 
joints (not heat treated) CV joints and not to mention the rubbish 
rubber parts now almost universally supplied. It seems that all of the 
genuine Rover parts have now virtually disappeared. X-Parts, supplier of 
MG and Rover parts and including those for the Mini, seem now to have 
been swallowed up by a main player in supplying car parts and I’m told 
that it is their sourcing of cheap copies that is now the issue. I’m told 
no notice is given that the source has changed and the distributed parts, 
taken at face value, are assumed to be of good merchantable quality. It 
is only when these parts are reported as of poor quality by customers, 
then tested and compared to originals that the problem shows itself. 

I’m also told the same problem exists with the many electrical parts once 
supplied by Lucas. It seems the classic car market has been dumped with 
many parts made from poor quality materials and packaged into green 
Lucas boxes, quite legitimately, as I understand the name was taken over 
several years ago. And although parts continue to be made from original 
Lucas drawings, the materials used were mostly of inferior quality.
 
It is a very sad fact however that Mini people are often just not prepared 
to pay the ‘proper’ price for car parts. Back in the dim and distance 
past, when a Mini was just a few hundred pounds runabout, it only ever 
deserved a few pounds spent on a wheel bearing for instance. Now 
that these cars of ours are, in many cases, worth multiple thousands, 
many folk still only want to pay a few pounds for parts and that it the 
problem. So, in a way, you can see why suppliers supply cheap parts 
because in many cases that’s what the market has demanded. It seems 
that the only sure way to be certain of using good quality parts is to find 
them in original BMC or BL boxes. 

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

For those of you who joined us on the 
recent Minis to the Alps event – what 

a great time we all had - superb roads, 
stunning scenery which was topped off 
with superb weather. Special thanks must 
be given here to Peter Moss who, yet 
again, devised almost singlehandedly, a 
wonderful route by calling on his vast 
knowledge and experience of the roads in 
these areas. I think that I can say without 
fear of contradiction that everyone had a 
brilliant time. These annual events seem 
to be very popular and I feel we have 

the format about right, as we attract a wide spectrum of members in 
a variety of cars, the majority of which were classic Minis being used 
and driven as they should be, rather than cosseted in garages. I’m also 
pleased to say that the attendant service crew of Paul Wilson and John 
Matthews had very little to do. I guess this is a reflection of members 
preparing their cars well for what was at least a 2,000 mile round trip 
for all. You can read a full report later in these pages of CooperWorld.

This brings me to announce more details of the club’s next trip to Ireland. 
Minis to Ireland will take place between 20th and 27th September 

2019. The hotels are already booked and the route outline drafted by the 
Wyllie family who we are, once again, indebted to for the hotel and route 
planning. The brief itinerary is that we cross from Fishguard to Rosslare to 
stay our first night north of Wexford. Our second and third nights will be 
spent at Bantry Bay, enjoying the roads along the southern coast and the 
superb peninsulars on the south west corner taking in some famous Circuit 
of Ireland stages. For the next three nights, we enter new ground, and 
venture up to Tullow in Co. Carlow where we will be staying at a superb 
resort hotel, meaning a day off is an option for those who wish to relax for 
a day rather than more driving. Our final night will be back near Rosslare for 
the early ferry the next morning back to Wales.

We have had to fix the entry fee at £1,650 per car, because as most will 
know, the pound has declined significantly against the Euro since the 
Brexit negotiations began, and hotels in Ireland have become far more 
expensive. These annual events are only designed to make the smallest 
possible profit, ensuring we don’t actually lose money, which means the 
club is at serious risk of making a loss should the pound drop further 
still. However, it’s not right that the club supports the enjoyment of 80 
odd members – nor of course, that 80 odd members should contribute 
a big chunk of cash to the club’s funds for the benefit of the other 2,000 
plus members, which is why we aim for a very minimal profit. I still think 
this tour represents superb value for money, as the event does include 
for two people your ferry crossing, all of your hotels, dinners with wine, 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during September

NEW MEMBERS
Graham & Brian Atkinson, London
Helen Jordan, Keighley, West Yorkshire
David Vissers, Etten-Leur, Netherlands
JM Morris, Evesham, Worcestershire
Peter Mansson, Gavle, Sweden
Mark & Katie Boulter, Chelmsford, Essex
Christopher Fisher, Witham, Essex
Andrew Mackay, Boldre, Hants
Mike Houston, Tunbridge Wells, Kent
Karen & Steve Wibrew, Basingstoke, Hampshire
Anthony Maulder, Auckland, New Zealand
Malcolm Perrott & Wendy Jones, Leominster, Herefordshire
Matthew Jackson, Austin, Texas, USA
Adrian Cherry, Preston, Lancs

Michael Fisher, London 
Andrew Morris, Market Harborough, Northamptonshire
Ray & Kath Piercy, Rushden, Northants
Dave O'Donnell, North Shields, Tyne & Wear
Neal Staniland, Dudley, West Midlands
Andrew & Zoe Woodcock, Derby, Derbyshire
Michelle Gillham, Sunbury-on-thames, Middlesex
Jeffery Lawry, Poole, Dorset
Jon Richardson, Catterick Village, North Yorkshire
Guillaume Theelen, Selfkant/tueddern, Nrw, Germany
Tom Wilson & Jimmy Crow, Lanark, South Lanarkshire
Simon Beer, Kingsbridge, Devon
Tracey Mathieson, Kingsclere, Berkshire



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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The action day at Castle Coombe was also well attended by members 
of the club and again another superb event. Thanks to those that 
attended on the Mini Sport stand. 

Please do keep me informed of any events you hear of, the list will no 
doubt grow in the coming months.

That’s all for this month!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
events@minicooper.org 

Don’t forget to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page. the page.

Just returned from a fantastic trip to the 
Alps on the Minis to… event! During  

   the trip it really did hit home how much 
enjoyment members get from using their 
cars on great roads, with fantastic scenery, 
and with what was a really lovely group 
of people. A full report on the tour is 
elsewhere in this month’s magazine. Don’t 
forget registration is open this month on 
the 2019 event to Ireland so book early 
and get your deposit in. After going to 
Ireland in 2017 for the first time the event 
will promise breathtaking scenery, good 
food and roads that are both enjoyable 
and in places challenging. 

We hope to see many of you again this year at the NEC, don’t 
forget to book your tickets online, use discount code CSCMS18 for 
single saving of £5.50 per ticket and CFCMS18 for a family ticket 
saving of £12.00. I am currently putting the last bits of prep together 
for the display. 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

10 | www.minicooper.org

EVENTS CALENDAR
Key 

Bold = National MCR event or  
Club stand.

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance.

November 2018

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 9th 11th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact:  http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

January 2019

Event: MINI FAIR 
Date: 27th January  
Location: Bingley Hall, Staffordshire County 
Showground 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Mini Cooper Register Hinton Firs 
Weekend 
Date: 26th to 27th January 
Location: Bournemouth  
Contact: Josh Bromage 
j-bromage@outlook.com

February 2019

Event: London Classic Car Show 
Date: 14th-17th February 2018 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.
co.uk/

Event: Hero Winter Challenge to Monte Carlo 
Date: TBC 
Location: Le Touquet to Monte Carlo  
Contact: http://heroevents.eu/event-type/
winter-challenge/

March 2019

Event: Brooklands Mini Day 
Date: TBC March  
Location: Brooklands Museum Trust Ltd, 
Brooklands Road, Weybridge. KT13 0QN 
Contact: https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show 
Date: 22nd – 24th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April 2019

Event: Goodwood Members Meeting 
Date: 6th - 7th April 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.goodwood.com/flagship-
events/members-meeting/

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day 
Date: 14th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, 
Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

May 2019

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: 3rd-4th-5th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: http://www.doningtonhistoric.com/

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: TBC 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track 
day at Blyton Park Classic Mini’s.  
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.
co.uk/action-day.htm

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: TBC May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, 
Downton, Wilts 
Contact: downton@live.co.uk or Dorset Region 
Rep. Nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Event: Riveria Run 
Date:  3rd -6th May 
Location: St Austell, Cornwall 
Contact: http://www.cmcrivierarun.co.uk/

Event: Himley Hall British Mini Day 
Date: 12th May  
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Mini at Home 
Date: TBC May  
Location: Mini Oxford 
Contact: https://www.luxemini.com/mini-at-home

Event: Minis at the Quarry 
Date:  12th May 
Location: Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre 
Contact: http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
Date: TBC May 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 19th TBC May  
Location: Brighton 
Contact: http://www.london-to-brighton.
co.uk/



Mini Cooper Register | 11

Mini Cooper Register | 13

EVENTS

01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR

Trade Supporter
2018

June 2019

Event: National Mini Day – Mini Cooper Register 
Event: 9th June 
Location: Beaulieu Hampshire  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 23rd June 
Location:  Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. 
Displays, traders, club stands, autojumble. 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 15th-16th TBC June  
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Really Retro Show 
Date: 23rd June  
Location: Seighford Airfield, Stafford. 
Contact: http://www.reallyretroshow.com/

July 2019

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: July TBC 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Thames Valley Tour 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Thames Valley Region 
Contact: Terry schraider@btinternet.com

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 26th -28th July  
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - SC_15@icloud.com    

August 2019

Event: National Metro & Mini Show 
Date: 4th August 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.
co.uk/events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 2nd – 4th TBC August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact:  http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: IMM Bristol 
Date: 8th – 12th August 
Location: Washingpool Farm, Main Rd, Easter 
Compton, Bristol BS35 5RE

Contact: https://imm2019.co.uk/ 
Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: TBC August 
Location: Westbrook Farm Touring Park, Harp 
Rd, Brent Knoll, Highbridge TA9 4HQ 
Contact:  http://www.utmm.co.uk/new/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: TBC August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car.   
Contact:  http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/
nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 18th August 
Location: TBC 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: TBC August 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact:  GRAHAM ROBINSON 
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: TBC August 
Location: Kent 
Contact:  h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

September 2019

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble 
Date:  TBC September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 13th-15th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 14th-15th TBC September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: http://www.manchesterclassiccarshow.
com/

Event: Minis to Ireland  
Date: 20th – 27th September  
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact:  https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: TBC September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Mini Action Day 2018 
Date: 28th TBC September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact:  https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 29th TBC September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact:  http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2019 

November 2019 

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 8th -10th TBC November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact:  http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

MONTH TBC

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 21st July 
Location: Oulton Park  
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Mini Festival 
Date: TBC 
Location: Snetterton 
Contact: http://snetterton.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: TBC August 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

EVENTS







After the past great successes of Minis to Ireland the MCR will be returning to the fabulous roads of Ireland for the 2019 
run.  After the first night in Wexford we will be heading west to Bantry Bay to drive the wonderful roads on the south west 
peninsulas. Then to Tullow in Co. Carlow to explore a new area for our Minis to Ireland trips. This is the planned itinerary.   
Mileage will hopefully be kept to a maximum of 200 miles per day. 

Friday 20th September - Depart Fishguard on the 1.10 pm sailing to Rosslare  and travel a short distance to the 4 star 
Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy, Wexford.  

Saturday 21st September - Leave Enniscorthy and travel via a coastal tour taking in some Circuit of Ireland Rally stages to 
bring us to the Eccles Hotel at Glengarriff on Bantry Bay where we will stay for two nights.

Sunday 22nd September - A tour of the Beara Peninsula with Cod’s Head, Ardgroom and Kilmacillogue stages. Then on 
to the ring of Kerry. From the Skelligs (where Star Wars is filmed) and Portmagee we will then travel around Carragh Lake, 
Ballaghbeama, Moll’s Gap and The Tim Healy pass back to the Eccles Hotel. 

Monday 23rd September - Leave Bantry Bay and travel via the Cousane Gap to Crookstown. The Coachford stage will take 
us to Buttevant and Kanturk where we will drive the Glen of Aherlow to Cashel. We will follow the river Slaney to the Mount 
Wolseley Hotel, Spa and Golf Resort in Tullow Co. Carlow where we will spend three nights.

Tuesday 24th September - From the Mount Wolseley we will travel to the historic town of Thurles to the Slieve Felim 
Mountains. On the Silvermines drive we will go around the Arra Mountains to Killaloe and Lough Derg. After a scenic drive 
around Lough Derg we will then head for Roscrea which is one of the oldest towns in Ireland. Then back to Mount Wolseley.
 
Wednesday 25th September - From Mount Wolseley we travel to Blessington Lakes then around the Poulaphouca 
Reservoir heading north for Dunshaughlin and the Hill of Tara. This was the seat of the high kings of Ireland and the most 
ancient relic in the country. Via Slane and Kells, we will take the Curragh to Baltinglass and back to the Mount Wolseley.  

Thursday 26th September  -  Leaving Tullow we will drive the Aghavanna stage to Laragh and then over Wicklow Gap 
and via northern Sally Gap to Bray Head. We will then travel through the Vale of Avoca to Courtown and Castlebridge to The 
Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford for our last night.   

Friday 27th September  - Leave Hotel at 6.30 am for Rosslare and the 8.00 am sailing to Fishguard.

The entry fee per car, for two people sharing a room, including return ferry crossing, seven nights accommodation in good 
quality hotels, with dinner and breakfast, plus light lunches, will be in the region of £1,650, but may be subject to exchange rate 
fluctuations. The entry is being restricted to 40 cars and holding deposits of £250 will be taken to secure an entry. Payment is by 
cheque or bank transfer with two further stage payments being required at the end of March 2019 and June 2019.

Entries open on 1st December 2018 when application forms and regulations will be sent out.  Contact the Secretary of the 
Meeting, Lesley Young, by email - membership@minicooper.org or phone 01580 763975 prior to 1st December to express 
your interest and request an application form and regulations. Entries will be allocated on receipt of a completed application 
form and deposit on a first come basis.  All entrants must be members of the Mini Cooper Register.

Minis to Ireland
20th September – 27th September 2018

14 | www.minicooper.org
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Minis to the Alps - ‘A view from the front’  - Car number 1 CRX 90B
By John Littman and Tony Salter

EVENTS

It was with both excitement and trepidation that Tony Salter and 
I set off from West London, for what was for us, a relatively 

short drive to the rendezvous on Saturday 15th September at the 
Bridgewood Manor Hotel just off the M2 at Chatham. Many had far 
greater distances to travel to reach the rendezvous including Scotland, 
Liverpool and indeed Benjamin Huguet and Gilles Lengard who 
travelled from France to the UK in order to undertake a driving tour 
in France - dedication of a high order!

Highways England however, did their best to prevent the 38 
participating cars getting to the Hotel, by closing part of the M20 and 
diverting all the traffic through junction 3 of the M2, where the hotel 
is sitauated. This situation gave Tony and I a chance to sample life in a 
Mini, on a warm afternoon, with the heater going full blast. 

Arriving at the hotel revealed several rows of Minis, both classic 
and modern, all apparently fully prepared for the 1,300 mile trip. 
One exception was the chairman who stood next to his car with 
the bonnet up. “Everything ok” we asked cheerily, “f****ing car” he 
replied. It was something about the tick over and EMS’s. Time for a 
drink we decided.

The evening meal was an opportunity for everyone to either get 
acquainted or renew old friendships from previous trips. Everyone 
was invited to relay their stories to Tony and I, but sadly, little 
emerged ultimately so this will be very much a personal view of the 
trip from car number 1. A total of 38 cars were entered with an 
illustrious course opening pair of Paul and William Easter, the sweeper 
car of Justin and Annmarie Ridyard and, most importantly, Paul Wilson 
and John Matthews in the service van who were hoping for a quiet 
week as Ian Wright had sadly failed to make the start. We almost 
replaced him on the second night with a shocking display of lack of 
brake maintenance.

Sunday saw a bright and early start to avoid the traffic from the 
road closure. Those of us who opted to pay for breakfast rather 
than have the prepaid breakfast at the hotel certainly achieved that, 
encountering no traffic at all, and, as a result, catching a ferry an 
hour before the allotted time. However, everyone made it to the 
ferry, including the service van who we were informed to set off 
initially for London.

16 | www.minicooper.org

Lined up and ready to board the ferry 
for adventure beyond these shores

Emergency repairs were required on CRX 90B’s brakes if we were to 
survive the tour in one piece and not end up as part of the scenery!

The scenery at times was just breath taking



EVENTS

The trip to Reims on Sunday was mostly an exercise in making the 
distance with a prospect of a visit to the grandstand and pits of the old 
Reims circuit. Unfortunately, it turned out to be Heritage day in France 
and the road to the grandstand and pits was closed as there was a big 
tribute to Fangio (that well known Frenchman!). Elgin and Rosemary 
Greer however, managed to convince the organisers that their Cooper 
S had been driven by Fangio and so did gain access. The rest of us 
retired to the Novotel for the second night.

After the official start by Justin and Annmarie promptly at 9:00am, 
cars leaving at 30 second intervals, Monday’s roads were more 
interesting as we approached the mountains. Some encountered 
a serious French Mini enthusiast in Bayon, who being surprised at 
the sudden concentration of Minis in the town, parked his Minivan 
outside his workshop, inviting the curious to investigate further.  A 
number took that opportunity, including Glenn Fisher and Caroline 
Durrance. The resulting pictures revealed a large collection of cars, 
parts and memorabilia.

Monday for us was also our first experience of what we came to know 
as being ‘Brazelled’. David Brazell and Jo Riding, who have a reputation 
for enthusiastic driving, was again a man on a mission. Despite starting 
as car 10 he buzzed past after a mere 10 miles and disappeared. 

However, contrary to our previous experience in Ireland we were 
never to encounter him making running repairs further down the road, 
a testament to his preparation this year.  

We experienced a day of driving through miles of well kept vineyards 
in Alsace before arriving at the Ibis hotel in Colmar. Here a few 
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Minis at rest following a long day on the road - Arrh

The tour passed through many 
quaint villages along the way

Tartan red and white was this year’s tour’s 
popular Mini colour choice combination.

Picturesque panoramic mountain views on roads with little traffic
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tweaks were being undertaken in the car park, except for John 
McIntosh and Guy Smith, who set off in search of a bulk deal on 
oil to replenish the exceptional oil consumption of John’s recently 
completed Works replica. Dinner was in two sittings due to the small 
size of the dining room, which was something of a picnic supper of 
ham followed by ham, which led to its re-christening by some as the 
Ibis Spamalot.

We left again promptly at 9:00am on Tuesday getting slightly lost going 
round the roundabout outside the hotel. A long hot day relieved by 
the increasingly interesting scenery as the mountains and lakes began 
to dominate the landscape. However, we were promptly ‘Brazelled’ 
after 17 miles (he’s tiring). Rumours circulated during the day of 
exuberant driving, by some, leading to the need for donations to the 
upkeep of the Gendarmerie. We arrived late in the day at the very 
picturesque lakeside hotel of L’Embarcadere. The peaceful lakeside 
setting and crystal clear water of the lake offered a welcome contrast 
to the days driving. Dinner was an event in itself, orchestrated by an 
exuberant master of ceremonies who directed his staff in serving us 
and then demanded and got a round of applause for the serving and 
kitchen staff. We were well looked after. 

Wednesday’s departure took us first under the breathtaking auto 
route flyover at Nantua. It was a day of great roads and breathtaking 
views. We were not ‘Brazelled’ for 20 miles this morning. The 
usual clutch of red and white Minis lined up to tackle the former 
Chamrousse stage, only to be upstaged by the impressive turn of 
speed shown by Mick and Glynis Tully who set a blistering pace. After 
a number of other impressive former stages and mountain roads 
we arrived, at what for those who have done Minis to… before, 
was the familiar Pavilion-Carina hotel in Gap. This is a well worn 
but comfortable hotel, that after a long hot days driving offers a 
shady outdoor seating area for a cool drink. Dinner was not without 
interest, as the Hotel paraded what appeared to be a German World 
War 2 helmet made from pastry around the dining room before it 
disappeared and dinner was served.

Thursday was a day of Cols starting with the Col d’Espreaux, a moon 
landscape through which a strip of tarmac weaved its way. Maximum 
concentration was required and even with the benefit of a Sat Nav, 
Paul Winter and Paul Bowles confessed to finding it challenging. It was 

This is what we came for the sheer joy of driving 
your Mini on long open and empty roads

There were some truly unbelievably scenic, if not 
slightly un-nerving roads, for those of a faint heart

A typical picture postcard Alps scene
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immediately followed by the Col de Grimone and the Col Menee. 
We were not Brazelled for 27miles this morning so we’re getting 
into our stride!  The Col de Granier is a wide and flowing road and 
a pleasure to drive. The subsequent Mont du Chat had a hair-raising 
descent with a sheer drop of some distance on one side, but with the 
consequent breathtaking views of the valley beyond for those brave 
enough to look up. Lunch was with Lawrence and Annie Gandar 
watching the hang gliders lazily drifting on the updrafts in the valley 
below. They said they never get mention on these trips so Hi there! 
We finished the day at the Mercure hotel in Aix les Bains where, for 
some, the joys of the swimming pool were available.

Friday - I can’t believe it’s the last day, it’s gone so quickly. More 
exciting Cols and with some vigorous driving we were able to hold 

At times there were some hair rising hairpin 
bends – some less gentle then this oneThe Alp Mountains could be a bit daunting for the weary

The ‘car-nivores’ (sorry) David Brazell – strapping 
in for another merciless day’s hunting down and 
‘Brazelling’ past other Minis!

Modern MINIs were very welcome to join in the fun if you 
wanted to do the tour in something more comfortable!

off being Brazelled for over 30 miles, a new record.  We had an 
unexpected stop in Albertville where we pulled up behind Kevin 
O’Hare and Martin Casey in what we thought was the right hand 
turn lane, but after some minutes and no movement, we realised it 
was a line of parked cars!

We deviated from the road book after Albertville to look for a 
location where Paul Easter indicated he had taken a photograph 
of CRX in 1965 on the Alpine Recce. We got close but sadly we 
hadn’t had the foresight to bring the photograph with us and after 
53 years the trees seem to have grown up a little. We continued to 
the Hilton hotel in Evian on the side of Lake Geneva to complete 
what had been a memorable trip and 6 days of exciting driving and 
stunning views.

There were many opportunities to stop and 
take a few great pics for the family album 
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For some it was all just too 
much of a good thing – Bless!

The food was plentiful albeit 
sometimes not so familiar to 
our British palates 

The hotels and evening meals were top class 
as were those that we shared them with!

The ‘Service’ and ‘Sweeper’ teams - we 
couldn’t have done it without them

Following drinks on the terrace and dinner in the dining room, David 
Brazell and Jo Riding were given the ‘spirit of the event award’. 
David Sumner and Gloria Pino Correa won the route master quiz 
narrowly from David and Jo. It was impressive that David and Jo 
could identify any of the answers, given the speed at which they 
were travelling.

It was the end of a thoroughly enjoyable event and with only 600 miles 
to get home. Some did it in a day some; more sensibly, took time to 
enjoy the surroundings before a more leisurely drive home. 

A big thank you to the organisers Robert and Lesley Young and Peter 
and Jillie Moss, for what was an interesting and challenging route. Then 
also thanks to Paul and William Easter who ensured the route was open 
and who are always a joy to talk to about what it was like in the day. 
Our thanks also go to Justin and Annmarie Ridyard for sweeping us up, 
and finally to Paul Wilson and John Matthews for keeping us all running. 
Roll on Ireland. 

John Littman and Tony Salter
This photo of the Alps doesn’t do them justice 
- they are just simply stunning to see in reality



Beaulieu International Autojumble 
By Steve Burkinshaw
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I was on a family holiday near Bournemouth twenty years ago when, to 
my delight, the Beaulieu Autojumble was in full swing. Conveniently, I 

left my wife and daughter down at the Wild West riding stables while I 
overdosed on thousands of classic car parts; I was in heaven there and 
have been back at least six times. With over two thousand stands in three 
fields named red, green and yellow, I've found that the only sensible way 
to see as much as possible, is to walk up one aisle on one side and then 
down the other side of the same aisle, and not to walk side to side. After 
two hours of walking I still hadn't explored the second or third fields.

It has been a while since I last visited the Beaulieu Autojumble, so it was 
a pleasure to attend the September event this year and, particularly so, 
as I understand that it has grown to be one of the biggest Autojumbles 
of its kind in Europe.

Apart from the perfect weather, which is always a bonus, what I have 
particularly liked about the Beaulieu Autojumbles (they also hold a 
smaller one in May each year), is that they bring together an abundance 
of not just traders selling all manner of classic car parts and related 
memorabilia, but the eclectic mix of skilled artisans that have supported 
the motor industry since the dawn of the motor car itself.

By their very nature, coach built Minis combine a vast array of features 
and trimming more normally found on higher end motoring exotica 
such as, Bentley, Rolls-Royce, Aston Martin and Jaguar, and not least a 
raid on the parts bins from these and other cars. 

As recently as thirty-five years ago, a lot of the restoration skills that we 
take for granted today were in danger of dying out. It is for this reason that 
the market then for down-at-heel coach built vehicles like those named 
above were at bargain basement levels. They were money pits that no one 
wanted. Radford and Wood & Pickett Minis suffered the same fate.

The meteoric rise of all classic car values in the last twenty-five years 
has changed all of that and, as a direct result of this, there has been a 
re-emergence of skilled and specialist suppliers to restore and preserve 
such cars. And because my interest extends to parts from other cars 
that found their way into Radford and Wood & Pickett Minis, when 
looking for parts at the Beaulieu Autojumble, I wasn’t competing with 
the mainstream bargain hunters. 

While the age of the internet has revolutionised the way we search 
and shop for the things that we want, there is no substitute for viewing 
parts and materials in the flesh before you buy, and having a friendly 
face-to-face discussion with the very people who make, restore or 
sell them. Replacement lights were on my shopping list at Beaulieu 
Autojumble this year, but I also came away with a number of useful 
samples and business cards for future reference. So, I really look 
forward to going back to Beaulieu next year. 

Steve Burkinshaw

Swivel map reading light made by Wipac 

Lucas PL 700 ‘Tripod’ headlamps as used on 
early Radfords for either LHD or RHD cars

Reverse light back to long to be installed in a Mini Boot lid 
so Radford installed them in the rear valance instead

A few parts I bought about four years ago at Beaulieu: Old style roof 
aerial,Aston Martin electric window rocker switch, Chrome pivoting 
door pull handles and an Austin Rover NOS washer pump Austin Princess Lucas 464 reverse light as used on early Radfords too

EVENTS
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Goodwood Revival 7th- 9th September – ‘A nostalgic step back in time’
By Robert Clayson

This year the Revival celebrated its 20th anniversary. As with most 
success stories it’s down to constant tweaking and improving 

that has got it where it is today. It’s hard to imagine that the current 
infrastructure was created for the first event 20 years ago, not 
without some significant earth moving to appease the local authorities 
over noise. In contrast, a couple of pictures from before the circuit 
was redeveloped are included. In fact noise is these days constantly 
monitored even for track days. 

The Goodwood organising team always go that extra mile to make sure 
everything is perfect and, more importantly, special. Whilst they have 
little control over the weather, this year there was no sign of rain - a 
distinct contrast to last year’s event. This year’s Revival was touched by 
the sad news which filtered through on Saturday morning that Barrie 

Williams had passed away. He was a significant character both on and 
off the track at all the Revival meetings.

As with every Goodwood Revival Meeting there are a number of 
highlights both on and off the track and over the years the Revival has 
featured air displays. However, following the Shoreham disaster the 
Civil Aviation Authority has placed more and more restrictions on flying 
displays, so much so, that flying is restricted to first thing in the morning 
with the outer spectator areas closed.

Not all the activity on the circuit is racing, there are often parades of 
vehicles and this year was no exception. Under the banner of “British 
Transport” we saw Dennis Fire Engines, grocers’ vans, a multitude of 
Taxis in different guises, all sorts of delivery vehicles, Police cars, buses 
and lorries. Quite a magnificent display, all parked on the outside of the 
circuit complete with a real steam train engine.

The Rob Walker parade celebrated one of the most successful private 
teams in motorsport competing in Formula 1, Formula 2 and sports 
car racing. In the parade were Rob Walker’s most significant racing 
cars, along with some of his road cars and support vehicles, including a 
Minivan from 1962.  

This year being the 20th anniversary, the final parade featured a large 
number of the winners of races at the Revival over the twenty years. 
The first race winner in 1998 was Ludovic Lindsay in an ERA. He was 
reunited with the car in this parade and in fact the car was still being 
raced over the weekend. It was a truly remarkable collection of cars 
and bikes.

With the activity off the track everything is designed to look in period. 
To this end a number of Minis and vans could be seen parked up as part 
of the theatre. Of course as seen in many years was the road menders’ 
pickup. In the Earls Court ‘Motor Show,’ homage was paid to Steve 
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Our New Honorary Member Nick Swift looking very dapper

A period shot of the early days of Goodwood



McQueen with a number of cars associated with him including his 
Cooper S. There were two cars presented as they appeared in Peter 
Sellers’ film A Shot In The Dark.

On the schedule of races there were two races for saloon cars, the first 
being The Jack Sears Memorial Trophy which features cars from the 
1950s. The other was the St Mary’s Trophy which is a two-part race 
one for celebrity drivers and the other for the car owners. The race 
featured seven Mini Coopers and our two new Honorary Members 
Andy Harrison and Nick Swift. The entry list for the entire race read 
like a Who’s Who of motor racing, with no less than seven current 
BTCC drivers taking part. As well as the likes of Romain Dumas, Steve 
Soper, Andy Priaulx, Tiff Needell, Mark Blundell, Jochen Mass and Jackie 
Oliver to name just a few.

The entries for the Minis were:

1 - Richard Meaden - Jason Stanley
2 - Nicolas Minassian – Jonathan Lewis
3 - Tom Blomqvist – Stig Blomqvist
6 - Jorg Muller - Charlie Cooper
72 - Tony Jardine – Andy Harrison
74 - Gabriele Tarquini - Nick Riley
76 - Jonny Adam – Nick Swift

On Friday there were two qualifying sessions, the first for the 
celebrity driver (the first names on the list above) and the second 
for the car owners.

The first qualifying session resulted in a front row of Ash Sutton 
(Cortina), Matt Neal (Studebaker Lark) and Rob Huff (Cortina). The 
leading Mini was Richard Meaden in Jason Stanley’s car 14th and the 
next Mini up was Tom Blomqvist 15th. Jonny Adam in Nick Swift’s car 
was 18th and Tony Jardine in Andy Harrison car was 22nd. The race 
was to be held on Saturday. The Cortina of Andy Jordan set the fastest 
time in qualifying but was disqualified and so had to start the race from 
last on the grid.

The second session for the race to be held on Sunday was for the car 
owners. This resulted in a front row of Mike Jordan (Cortina), Steve 
Soper (Cortina) and Olivier Hart (Alfa Romeo). The leading Minis 
were those of Nick Swift (11th) and Jonathan Lewis (13th) with Andy 
Harrison (21st).

So, for the race just after lunch on Saturday and once the Union 
Flag dropped it was the Cortina’s of Ash Sutton, Rob Huff and Andy 
Priaulx along with Matt Neal’s Studebaker which all raced for first 
place. This four-car train soon became five with the Cortina of 
Emanuele Pirro joining in. With one of the fastest Cortina’s in the 
hands of Andy Jordan having started at the back of the grid he rapidly 
made his way through the field. Then came the announcement that 
Rob Huff had been given a 10 second penalty for jumping the start. 

EVENTS
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The St. Mary's Trophy race with the Cooper S of Richard 
Meaden and Jason Stanley leading a pack of chasing cars

Stig and his son Tom Blonqvist and their red and black Mini Cooper

The Rob Walker Racing Minivan took to the circuit for a display lap

Richard Meaden pushing on in his blue Cooper S



Close racing was going on all through the field, with Andy Jordan 
continuing to work his way up through the field. By the end of the 
race, after some seventeen laps, he was fourth on the road. With the 
10 second penalty applied to Rob Huff, this brought him up to third 
in the final result behind Matt Neal in the Studebaker and the overall 
winner Andy Priaulx. What of the Minis? Lap 12 saw Richard Meaden 
in Jason Stanley’s car being tagged and ending up in the tyre wall. The 
first Mini home was Tom Blomqvist (9th) followed by Jonny Adam in 
Nick Swift’s car (13th) and in 15th and 16th Nicolas Minassian and 
Tony Jardine respectivly.

Usually one of the St Mary’s Trophy races has something extra, this 
year the Sunday race could lay claim to that! From the drop of the 

flag we had a group of six cars running ahead. The Cortina’s of Mike 
Jordan, Steve Soper, Pete Chambers and Ambrogio Perfetti along 
with Mercury Cyclone Comet of Roger Wills and Alfa Romeo of 
Olivier Hart.  Coming into the chicane on the second lap Duncan 
Pittaway in his Plymouth Barracuda attacked the chicane barrier on 
the way in and then went headlong into the second part, parts of 
the chicane were all over the track. That brought out the red flag. It 
took a while to rebuild the chicane. The cars came out again to form 
the grid. However, we were short of a few cars including the Minis 
of Andy Harrison and Jonathan Lewis. The shortened race got under 
way for the second time, though not for long as the Safety Car was 
deployed. Pete Chambers in his Cortina had a huge roll on the exit 
of St Mary’s into the infield; the car looked very second hand. The 
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EVENTS

Goodwood as it was in the past before it was redeveloped 20 years ago

A Mini battle on the race circuit



EVENTS

Safety Car returned to the pits with 2 laps 
to go and it was going to be a close sprint to 
the finish. At the drop of the chequered flag 
we saw Olivier Hart (Alfa) from Roger Wills 
(Mercury) then the three Cortina’s of Steve 
Soper, Mike Jordan and Andy Woolfe and 
then the first Mini home Nick Swift, with the 
remaining Minis of Stig Blomqvist 10th and 
Charlie Cooper 16th.

As the results of both races are combined the 
outright winners were Andy Priaulx and Steve 
Soper, followed by Andy and Mike Jordan in 
third, then Rob Huff and Andy Woolfe all in 
Cortina’s. The first Mini classified was the Tom 
and Stig Blomqvist car in 6th with Jonny Adam 
and Nick Swift 7th.

A great weekend’s racing helped by the dry 
and sunny conditions especially on Friday 
and Sunday.

Robert Clayson
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Steve McQueen's former gold and Beige Radford Cooper S
The Mini which was featured in the 
Peter Sellers film A shot in the dark

The late Barrie Williams' crash helmet

This is how they raced back in the day - Today it’s 
the same old classic cars but an all new circuit



Alec Issigonis - A Life Less Ordinary
By Peter Barker

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

This article is based on an interview with Gillian Bardsley, the official 
biographer of the man behind the Mini.

It is now 30 years since the death 
of Alec Issigonis. Designer, engineer 
and an extraordinary man; Issigonis 
was something of an enigma during 
his lifetime. Gillian Bardsley was 
determined to tell his story and 
two years after his death she began 
researching what was to become his 
definitive biography; Issigonis: The 
Official Biography was first published by 
Icon Books in 2005 and was very well 
received. I spoke with Gillian on behalf 
of MiniWorld magazine back in 2006.

“I started thinking about the project back in 1990 just after I took the job 
as Archivist to the British Motor Industry Heritage Trust at Gaydon in 
Warwickshire. The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography contacted 
us wanting information for its entry on Alec Issigonis. It was then just 
two years after his death and there didn’t seem to be much information 
on Issigonis as a person, although there was plenty written about his car 
designs, particularly the Morris Minor and the Mini. I decided that I really 
wanted to tell the story of Alec Issigonis the man, rather than just his 
creations. I tried to write it down as best I could – a proper book about 
Issigonis for as wide an audience as I could reach. It has been said that 
there’s too much emphasis on the early part of Issigonis’ life in the book, 
but that’s when his ideas and personality were formed. To understand 
him, you have to understand that period of his life.

A lot of time was spent cataloguing Issigonis’ papers and other items 
that were held in the Trust’s archives. In 1996 his friend and former 
BMC Press Officer, Tony Dawson, died and it turned out that he too 
had begun collecting information for a biography while Issigonis was 
still alive. There were some wonderful tape recordings of Issigonis in 
conversation with his cousin May Ransome about their early days in 
Smyrna (now Izmir) in Turkey. The information from Tony Dawson 

led me to the Issigonis family who were able to provide their personal 
memories of him and then the project really gathered steam.

I recorded interviews with many of Issigonis’ former colleagues 
including Jack Daniels, John Cooper, Alex Moulton and John Sheppard 
who all gave me more information to go on. Some of the myths about 
Issigonis were exposed as a result of these interviews and subsequent 
research. For instance, Issigonis repeatedly told people that the Mini 
was put into production from the first running prototype in just 18 
months. In fact his own notebooks prove that Leonard Lord (then 
Chairman and Managing Director of BMC) gave approval for Mini 
production based on a working prototype more than two years before 
the launch date of August 1959. This was still a very short time, but not 
quite as short a development period as Issigonis liked people to believe.

Issigonis could be highly charming and he turned his charm on the press 
once he rose to fame. The result was that they tended to print what 
he wanted them to, rather than looking behind his stories for the truth. 
Issigonis’ charm was also apparent to his friends, people like Anthony 
Armstrong-Jones, who became Lord Snowdon and married Princess 
Margaret in 1960. Issigonis bizarrely gave the happy couple an electric drill 
as a wedding present but, more importantly, he made sure that they were 
supplied with an early Mini. Their highly public use of Issigonis’ new baby car 
helped sales in the early days when it was faltering on the edge of disaster.

The Morris Minor (produced from 1948 to 1971) was Issigonis’ first 
significant design, but it was the miraculous Mini that made Alec Issigonis 
a household name. The Mini was simply the perfect car for the time in 
which it was released. BMC didn’t really understand why it was so good 
but somehow it exactly embodied the spirit of its time. Issigonis had been 
dreaming of the perfect small car all his working life and now his chance 
came to realise that dream. There are very few sketches of the Mini or 
XC9003 as it was originally designated, because Issigonis had already worked 
out the design details in his head. Even when he was designing other larger 
models, such as the XC9002 which became the 1100 range, he was always 
thinking about that ideal small car, the “charwoman’s car” as he liked to 
term it. As a result Issigonis and his team were, from a few sketches and 
calculations to prototypes and then pre-production cars relatively quickly.

Alec Issigonis at his desk 
pouring over drawings
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Mr Issigonis with his best known creation 
the incomparable Mini seen here at 
the Chobham Test Centre at the press 
launch of the Mini in August 1959



MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

There are many myths told about Alec Issigonis that irritate me. It is 
not true, for instance, that he single-handedly bought about the ruin 
of BMC just by releasing undoubtedly disastrous models like the 1800 
and the Maxi. BMC had some very serious faults in its make up that 
led to its demise. Poor financial management, the continuation of old 
commercial rivalries and the constant expansion of the model range to 
the point where BMC models were competing with each other, were 
at least as much to blame.

Alec Issigonis was promoted to the position of Technical Director in 
1961, a position he simply wasn’t suited for. He worked well with a 
small group of trusted colleagues; he was pretty hopeless as a manager 
of large numbers of men. Once Leonard Lord retired in 1961 there was 
no one forceful enough to rein Issigonis in and, as Technical Director, he 
became all powerful, undertaking what is now called product planning 
based entirely on his own instincts and preferences. Those instincts 
served him well in the design of small cars where function is everything, 
but they were unreliable when it came to the design of larger more 
prestigious models. He would not accept that his instincts were wrong 
for these cars but the 1800 and the Maxi (and the disastrous Austin 3 
litre) clearly showed this. He refused to listen to the sales people and 
declared that ‘marketing is bunk’. He simply did not understand the 
element of sex appeal that is needed in a successful larger car.

It has also been said that Issigonis’ mother, Hulda, (with whom Alec 
lived until she died at the age of 88) was a possessive woman who 
suffocated her son preventing his normal development. This isn’t true. 
Both Alec and Hulda had every opportunity to marry (or re-marry in 
Hulda’s case) but chose not to, preferring to remain with each other 
their whole lives. It was Hulda’s constant support which made Alec’s 
dedication to car design possible.

Lord Donald Stokes is often cast as the villain of the British Leyland 
years and the enemy of Issigonis. He has been unfairly represented. He 
really believed that he could sort out the mess that BMC had got itself 
into by 1967, and made a huge effort to rationalize the product range 
and the manufacturing plant. However, the roots of BL’s problems were 
very deep seated and by the time that Lord Stokes realized it was an 
impossible task the corporation was already on its knees.

Issigonis was sidelined from 1969 but no one, not even the forceful 
Lord Stokes, had the gall to entirely axe him or to withdraw his beloved 
Mini from production. Issigonis worked on designing a very interesting 

Caption Competition 
- Minis to the Alps
To the right is a photo taken by Richard Sign of Robert and 
Lesley Young on the recent Minis to the Alps tour filling up 
their car at a petrol station. Can you suggest an appropriate 
caption for the photo? Please keep it nice and clean! There 
is no prize, but the person who comes up with the funniest 
caption will have it printed in next month’s issue!

Mini replacement called 9X until his retirement from British Leyland 
in 1971. After that he was allowed to continue as a consultant to BL 
(still working on 9X) right up to 1987. Working firstly in Longbridge 
and then at his home in Edgebaston. He became increasingly ill and 
melancholy and he finally died in 1988. His body was cremated and his 
ashes scattered in the crematorium grounds.

He had very little attachment to places or things. He loved his work, 
designing cars, and his mother Hulda. When those things were taken 
away from him he found it hard to go on. Amazingly, there is no 
permanent memorial to Sir Alec Issigonis the man who designed the 
Mini, other than the Mini itself. Perhaps that is enough of a memorial?”

Peter Barker  © 
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The proud car designer of not only Minis

Issigonis owned this ‘lightweight’ special which he 
built and used in competition when he was younger
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Barrie Whizzo Williams
By David Brazell

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

It was with much sadness that we recently attended Whizzo’s funeral 
and wake at the BRDC Club house.

The club was filled to the gunnels with Barrie’s family, friends and fellow 
competitors and, of the course, the Marshall’s, of which Barrie was their 
Chairman. The MCR was well represented too and Andy 'Ace' Harrison 
gave a very moving eulogy on Barrie's input on Andy's own life.

'Ace' also bought Barrie's 1964 Welsh Rally winning Cooper, 120 MNP, 
which was fittingly parked pride of place at the clubs front doors.

It was a fabulous turn out and I am sure that Barrie would have been 
proud and astonished at people’s affection for him.

The photo slide show of Barrie in action showed off his ability to drive 
anything with four wheels, from forest rally stages to tarmac racing, and 
in all types of cars. An ability probably only matched by Vic Elford.

Barrie's other great trait, was his ability to make any enthusiast, young or 
old, rich or poor, feel wanted and needed. He was a staunch ambassador 
for our sport and the future of it.

Barrie would occasionally drop into our workshop for a quick cup of 
tea, and this would genuinely last about three hours, with many many 
hilarious stories, and all told with that infectious laugh of his.

In this dull world where characters are frowned upon, we are unlikely to 
see his like again.

Rest in peace Whizz, and thank you.

David Brazell

Photos, Andy Ace Harrison
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*The exclusive club discount codes are only for club members use. The codes are valid for Saturday or Sunday Adult tickets and Saturday or Sunday Family tickets only when 
booked in advance. Family ticket gives access for 2 x adults and up to 3 x children (aged 5-15). Club discounts will be applied to on-the-door prices: Club Adult £24.50 (£30 
on-the-door) and Club Family £68 (£80 on-the-door). Calls cost 13ppm plus standard network charges. Ticket prices include a free show guide. Advance tickets are only available 
until midnight on Thursday 8 November 2018. All bookings are subject to a single transaction fee of £1.95. All information correct at time of publishing, see website for more 

information. Don’t forget to hand your club voucher/ticket stub into your club stand at the show so they can benefi t from a commission.

THE UK’S 

BIGGEST & BEST 
CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW

9 –11 NOVEMBER 2018NEC BIRMINGHAM

NECCLASSICMOTORSHOW.COM CALL 0871 230 1088*

Offi cial PartnersHeadline Sponsor

BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW!
EXCLUSIVE CLUB DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON SATURDAY OR SUNDAY TICKETS*

SAVE £5.50 ON ADULT TICKETS*
QUOTE: CSCMS18

SAVE £12 ON FAMILY TICKETS*
QUOTE: CFCMS18

Celebrity guests  |  Discovery Live Stage  |  The UK’s biggest indoor autojumble & trader village
Classic cars for sale  |  Meguiar’s Club Showcase  |  Silverstone Auctions  |  Lancaster Insurance Pride of Ownership  

Dream Rides  |  Restoration Theatre  |  Free entrance to the Classic Motorbike Show 

Bursting with over 2,500 classic cars and the world’s biggest gathering of classic vehicle clubs

INDULGE your passion  |  ENJOY the end-of-season fi nale  |  SPEAK with real enthusiasts  |  DISCOVER new ideas & solutions



It was an early start from the western seaboard of Ireland and home 
of Galway Mini Centre to catch the 08:00am ferry from Dublin to 

Holyhead. All Mini Cup rounds for Jared and I seem to start with an early 
morning ferry from either Belfast, Dublin or Rosslare. Once we arrived in 
Holyhead a long day of driving lay ahead en route to Dover, but stopping 
off briefly to collect the latest eBay Mini related bargains. An overnight 
halt in Dover was welcome along with some well earned beers! 

Wednesday brought another early start and ferry number two to Calais. 
Upon arrival in France we were met with some heavy showers which 
made driving interesting. We arrived in Roeselare (being our destination 
and host town for the Omloop-van-Vlaanderen Rally Flanders) just in 
time for some late lunch and meeting up with some fellow Mini Cup 
competitors. One of the things I most enjoy about competing in the 
Mini Sport Mini Cup is the friendship and willingness of competitors to 
help each other out. 

With hire car collected recce and sign on completed, it was time to 
study maps and plan the recce over some Belgium beers along with 
some toffee vodka that someone had found on the ferry to Calais (not 
mentioning any names Louise!). Having to make notes can be a slow 
and tedious job, especially as it was our first time all year that we had 
to do this. However, armed with advice given to me many years ago 
by co driver Austin Frazer “don’t make them faster than they are” we 
managed two passes of each stage. 

Friday morning dawned bright and sunny and it was time for the all 
important scrutiny of cars and checks of safety gear. Competing in a foreign 
country can often bring its problems as different rules and safety regulations 
can apply. Thankfully, we were given the thumbs up after a lengthy process 
and even managed a quick word with the clerk of the course as he 
welcomed us and wished us well after making the long journey. 

We then got set up in the service area with the nine other Mini crews 
and I even managed to walk the short spectator stage located adjacent 
to service. All that was left now was to wait for the rally to start at 
18:00 hours and 5 stages to complete. With large crowds gathering to 
spectate (the Belgiums love their rallying) we set off into the first stage, 
the first bit in a car park somewhat resembling an auto test before 
moving out into the Belgium countryside. 

We made a good push on the first two stages before returning to 
service for the usual spanner over the car by Kevin Spanner Keane, and 
found all to be in top order. We were also leading the Mini Cup. There 
were three more stages this time in full darkness, and which I always 
seem to go well on, as I enjoy the extra challenge at night. This then 
led us back to service and the overnight halt. Happy with our evening’s 
work and the comfortable lead we had in both the Mini Cup and Old 
stager, we bedded down for a well earned rest. 

Day two and more sunshine dawned, I was hoping for some early 
morning damp tar as a Mini goes very well in the wet but it was not to 
be. A small mistake lead to a poor time on the first stage of the day. But 
after having a word with myself, we had a much improved time on the 
next 3 stages and a return to service found us holding onto the lead in 
both categories. We gained much respect from the local residents who 
were out spectating, not to mention competitors in more modern cars 
which we now found ourselves surrounded by, as we had gone so quick 
overnight and were now running in the mid 40s from 90 starters. 

The car was working really well and behaving, my only complaint was the 
lack of grip on the now bone dry tar,  (Belgium tar being very smooth) but 
this was allowing us to go a lot further without needing a tyre change. In 
fact we completed the entire rally on the same tyres all round. We even 
managed not to pick up any punctures on the notorious Belgium corner 
‘cuts’ as I was playing it safe and staying out of them where I could. 

The next loop of 4 stages passed off without any drama for us but, all 
around us, cars were falling by the wayside with all sorts of mechanical 
problems, and one or two even tried to move some of the countryside 

HONORARY MEMBERS’ COLUMN
By Ray Cunningham
The Conxion Omloop-van-Valaanderen Rally of Flanders
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BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2018

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Jacking Point Grommets Two Wheel Roof Racks to Works specification

Original Works unused Grill Mesh complete with new Radiator Muff and fittings

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm

Irvin full harness seat belt

which didn’t work out to well for them. In for service once more for a 
quick check over on the spanners and all was good. The biggest question 
was whether to fit or not to fit the spot lamps? The last stage could be in 
darkness, and so the decision was made to run without them. 

It was then a quick run over the Super Special beside service and then 
just 3 short stages out in the countryside, and we planned a steady run 
as the finish was in sight. 

Noticing a misfire at hi revs near the end of the next stage made us a little 
nervous. On clearing the stage the problem became worse on the road 
section to the point that the engine cut out altogether. With little time to 
spare on road sections, a bit of quick thinking was needed. It had to be the 
coil or condenser and when swopping the coil made no improvement, 
a change of condenser was made. Luckily, I always carry a few essential 
spares in the car to get you out of trouble. In no time at all, we were 
heading for the 2nd to last stage, but now running just enough fuel to do 
only one stage as the fuel station we had used earlier in the day was now 
closed. And because of our time loss with roadside repairs, we had no 
option but to head into the stage and hope to get some petrol afterwards. 

But the drama continued, with a few Kilometres to go in the 2nd to 
last stage, I noticed a noise coming from the gearbox; it sounded like 
a tooth had come off the crown wheel. Clearing the stage finish we 
worried whether the box was going to last one more stage and a road 
section to the finish ramp. 

Luckily, we found an open fuel station and a rapidly fuelled the Mini and 
set off to the final stage with some horrid noises coming from the box. 
Trying not to apply to much acceleration and keeping fingers crossed, 
we clocked into the stage to be told it had been cancelled and we were 
to drive through at normal road speed! With a sigh of relief, we set 
off on 8km of stage and 7km of road section, which by now was in full 
darkness and we only had head lights to guide us. Would we make it?   

Thankfully, the finish ramp beside service was a welcome sight and the 
worry that we wouldn’t make it disappeared. Winning both the Old 

Stager and the Mini Cup along with coming in 6th overall in historics 
was a fantastic achievement on our first rally in Belgium. 

While most of the service area turned into a big party atmosphere 
we waited for the cars to be released from parc ferm which 
happened at 23:30. 

All loaded up the decision was taken to head for Calais and catch the 
first ferry we could back to the UK. Not easy when you have been 
rallying for 12 hours. Landing back in Dover for 05:30 and with traffic 
being light on a Sunday morning, we made good time on the run up to 
Holyhead for the 14:00 ferry to Dublin. Landing in Galway at 20:00, 
we were all exhausted but very happy that it had all been a very 
worthwhile experience in that we have now achieved a commanding 
lead in the Mini Sport Mini cup. 

Thanks must go to Jared Gill for a fantastic job guiding me round 
the Flanders countryside. Then thanks to Kevin ‘Spanner’ Keane for 
keeping an eye on all the nuts and bolts. And then finally big thanks to 
Minispares and the Galway Mini Centre for their continued support. 

Ray Cunningham 
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Ethanol in fuel 

I would like to take up Robert Young's Chairman's Chat comment on 
the increasing Ethanol levels in petrol in the UK.

I was involved in a project for the rail industry where we increased 
the levels of Ethanol from 5% to 100% just to see what happened. 
Now I don't think the levels we are talking about in the UK should 
cause concern, but like every change there are risks.

Ethanol is corrosive and can attack, over time, any rubber hose, 'O' 
ring, float chamber or even carburettor casting. It will also attack 
paint if not cleaned off. Its calorific value is also less, so in high 
concentrations there will be less energy per litre of fuel.

Now with railway engines, most of them are 50 years plus old and 
suppliers had not got their head round re-engineering components 
to cope with changing fuel specifications. However, there is brighter 
news on the Mini front.

Current braided rubber flexible hoses sold today are suitable for 
increased levels of Ethanol in fuel. This includes SU floats. Any 
rubber hose carrying petrol should be marked as such, so never 
use a rubber hose designed for water not fuel. However, I have 
heard of problems with Weber carburettors, so I'm not so sure 
about them.

Very high concentrations of Ethanol (80% and above) in the long 
term, can tend to strip out the additives within the oil, causing 
bearing failure. But that is something you should not expect to find 
in a road car application provided regular oil changes are on the 
maintenance plan.

If those rubber hoses on your Mini are say, 15-20 years old, it will 
probably pay to renew them just to be on the safe side. Stick your 
head in the boot, and if you smell petrol, then its time to change 
those rubber hoses. It’s just another winter project to keep your 
Mini safe. And whilst you are at it, for the older cars with an oil 
pressure gauge and the small rubber hose between the bulkhead 
and engine, change that at the same time, they harden and 
deteriorate unnoticed.
 
Richard Pengelly 

Minis and Matrimony  

Long time MCR member, Jon Wood, has asked me to send this and 
a photo which may be of interest to a lot of members. On the Friday 
3rd August Jon married Jackie Holmes at Lancaster House, Lancaster, 
Lancashire. They honeymooned in Kos. A good few 'Mini' people 
attended including Ian Osbourne of OAP engines, Steve Entwistle 
and Graham Cornthwaite.

Cars for the wedding were more interesting than normal, with 
Jon's tweeked 1962 850 Smoke grey car, his Mk1 998 Cooper 
giant killing rally car, and his Dad's Shorrock supercharged 997 
Cooper owned from new along with 3987 DK, a 1293 S rally car 
which was rallied by his Dad with the likes of Tony Mason in the 
'hot' seat.

Steve Entwistle 

LETTERS
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THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young

I  will start with an apology for not writing an 
article since the June issue of CooperWorld 

but these days, despite being retired, my 
time seems more full with so many other 
things and the book that I’m writing is now 
over two years late! In truth, I’ve simply not 
found the time after writing my Chairman’s 
Chat and Ex-Works article each month to 
give any more time. I have been the club’s 
Archivist since November 1993 – that by 
coincidence makes this issue twenty five 
years to the day since I took it over – a 
quarter of a century at a post is enough for 
anyone! So, now I feel it is time for me to 
handover all of that which has been collected 

and donated by members over those intervening years to someone else. 
I have written diligently for almost every issue of the MCR magazine since 
that time and so, sadly, this will mark the end of my time as club Archivist. 

I do dearly hope that someone comes forward to continue both looking 
after the quite large archive that has been built up over those twenty five 
years, and also to continue informing members what is in the archive by 
writing regular monthly articles on the history of the Mini that we have from 
the contents in the archive. I have to thank the many members who have, 
over the years, sent in material to the archive, without whom, the archive 
simply would not exist. It seems rude to single out any particular member 
who has regularly contributed, but I will say a massive thank you to Philip 
Splett who has, particularly over the recent past, been a prolific supplier of 
material – without which I feel the archive, would have stagnated.

So, here is my last Archive article and it’s fitting that is from a recent batch 
of material sent in from Philip Splett. MiniWorld in April 2014 edition wrote 
an interesting article on the ‘Rotodip’ process which was the method by 
which the Mini and other BMC body shells were dipped to introduce rust 
proofing every part of the bodyshell. Some could say it didn’t work that well, 
but that’s another story – this was a system in use many moons ago. The 
‘Rotodip’ article in this issue of MiniWorld was written by Craig Watson who 
ran the BMC Experience magazine in Australia, so the plant he describes is 
the Australian Zetland plant and not Longbridge. This, for those interested, 
I wrote about in the March 2004 edition of the MCR magazine where I 
said that this was a total immersion cleaning, rust proofing, and primer 
coat process that BMC proudly proclaimed to be the best in the world. All 
the major body plants under the BMC umbrella were equipped with the 
Rotodip system, including the Mini bodies at Birmingham. The process takes 
90 minutes for the bodies to travel along the 300 foot track from one end 
of the plant to the other. The plant was not fully automated and so body 
shells needed to be loaded and unloaded by hand, with the cars travelling 
through on a spit upon which they also needed to be installed by hand. At 
full capacity, 125 bodies were treated per day and the plant had up to 35 
shells in the Rotodip at any one time. Interestingly, it is claimed each body 
accumulates 2 gallons (9 litres in French!) of paint on its journey through.

This is of course why the Mini has the large hole by the central 
speedo and a corresponding large hole through the rear seat pan 
– for the ‘Rotodip’ spit to run through the body. The process is 
not just to rust proof the body shells; the bare metal shells must 
also be cleaned of the lubricants that are used on the presses to 
form the panels and, of course, the ferrous metal once exposed to 
welding and the air will soon start to corrode, so all that also has 
to be removed before primer can be successfully applied. Thus the 
three stage process is firstly, a dip to remove all of the lubricants 
and contaminates. Secondly, a rust inhibiting zinc phosphate dip is 
followed by a chromic acid rinse. These are the ‘pre-treatment’ 
stages. The third and final stage is the application of a suitable rust-
resistant primer to the prepared body shell. The final paint was of 
course applied in the conventional way by spraying by hand. 

One interesting fact that did immerge from Craig Watson’s 
investigation into this innovative process, was that it was first used 
by BMC at the small Pengam plant in South Wales. This plant was 
set up in the late 1940s to give employment to disabled coal miners. 
And for those who don’t know, this is where the child’s Austin J40 
Junior pedal cars were made. These pedal cars are now of course 
in great demand – not the least because a race for them takes place 
at the Goodwood Revival meeting each year for the offspring of the 
competitors taking part at the race meeting– and highly competitive 
it is too! The Pengam plant also produced many sundry metal parts 
for Longbridge such as fan blades, seating for commercial vehicles, 
battery straps, timing chain covers and rocker covers. Sadly, a fire in 
the paint shop in 1962 destroyed the Rotodip plant and it was never 
replaced – it having served its purpose and the pedal cars never 
really required such a process. The Pengam plant carried on but was 
eventually closed in May 1999.

The Carrier Rotodip system was therefore installed, in a scaled 
down form at Pengam as a test bed for the much larger facility 
waiting to be installed. It was also used to train operatives for the 
full sized operation. The first full sized system was installed in 1950 
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at the Fisher and Ludlow body factory at Castle Bromwich which 
was a major supplier to the Nuffield Corporation at the time. The 
first two full sized systems installed at Austin’s Longbridge plant 
were for the A30 line in 1950 and 1951 and so by the early 1950s 
all Austin cars were treated in a Rotodip. To put into perspective, 
each Rotodip cost £300,000 back then, which in today’s money 
is approaching £10m each. Once BMC was born in 1952, another 
two Rotodips were established in Cowley. However, the MG 
Abingdon plant never received a Rotodip facility, so MGs and 
Austin Healeys made there were never Roto-dipped. However, 
those MGs built in Australia were dipped as the Zetland plant did 
have a Rotodip system. 

Despite this innovative system, it was still quite labour intensive, with 
staff needed to put bodies onto the spits and subsequently remove 
them and therefore quite slow. Although quite effective, combined 
with the cost of the facility, labour and maintenance it was one of the 
most expensive solutions to rust proofing. Nevertheless, at its height 
eight Rotodip plants were in use across all BMC factories, including 
the one in Australia. All Rotodip plants were decommissioned 
between 1970 and 1973.

On that final note, I will sign off as the Archivist. It’s been an 
enjoyable twenty five years and thank you for your contributions and 
support over those many years. Now it’s over to someone else to 
take this over. Farewell.

Robert Young
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 Beautifully restored J40 pedal car at Goodwood Revival in September
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The world was somewhat different 50 
years ago. Newspapers and their ‘old 

guard’ tycoon operators had far more 
influence and a much larger audience than 
their modern counterparts these days with 
their declining newsprint sales. Adventure 
was something you did and then usually 
wrote about after it had taken place. Not 
an instant upload to a website, YouTube, 
Facebook, or whatever preferred platform 
one has at their disposal with handheld 
technology of today. 

Bringing adventure and newspapers 
together as one, Sir Max Aitken’s ‘Daily 
Express’ in London and Sir Frank Packer’s 
‘Daily Telegraph’ in Sydney saw the London 
- Sydney Marathon born. The organising 
logistics was left to Jack Sears, Tommy 
Sopwith and Tony Ambrose – assisted by a 
whole swag of others to make it happen. 
The three named gentlemen all motor 
sport competitors themselves. 

The Marathon got underway on Sunday, 
24th November 1968 for what followed 
with just over 3 weeks (inc India to 
Australia transportation) of physical torture 
to both, the many specially prepared 
vehicles and those brave men and 
women set to crew them from numerous 
nationalities and experience – competitors 
from USSR and Japan included.

Adventure had captured their imagination 
and a guaranteed publicity platform saw 
entries arrive from a variety of back 
grounds, including private enthusiasts, 
some of whom even had military and 
vehicle manufacturers prepared to back 
them. During preparations in the Comps 
Department for the Marathon, BMC had 
of course begun trading as British Leyland 
Motor Corporation Ltd in May 1968. So, 
three of the four 1800s Abingdon prepared 
were entered by ‘British Leyland’ as ‘BMC 
1800 Mk2’ with the fourth car under the 
BMC (Australia) entry. The car crews 
assembled for the Marathon were from 
the many familiar names that had helped 
make the BMC Comps Dept famous over 
the preceding few years, although as we 
all know, most usually in the more nimble 
Cooper S. Thus, Peter Browning and his 
team were able to assembled three crews of 
the calibre of Fall/Wood/Culcheth, Aaltonen/
Liddon/Easter and Hopkirk/Nash/Poole. 
The Australian crew was made up with Evan 
Green, Jack Murray and George Shepherd 
– each with vast experience in organising, 
competing and/or preparing in Australian 
Trials (as they were in their day). Bolstering 
the 1800 entries were two further crews 
from the Royal Navy and RAF and which 
also received some factory support. 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

‘Part Marathon’ – the Australian leg across 4 States from Perth to Sydney. Edi is shown in red 

A series of BMC (Australia) Press releases sent out prior to the event. Ever the professional and 
indeed great adventurer, Evan Green wore two hats, BMC Australia’s Public Relations manager 
and Works rally member of the Australian crewed 1800. He could often be found in a BMC 
(Australia) Works Cooper S too

(Left) Marathon Guide and 2 souvenir magazines published after the event was complete
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Other manufacturers also assembled their 
teams with experienced rally drivers and 
even some racers too. Ford Australia sent 
three V8 Falcon GTs and crews over to 
the London start. They managed to get 
three cars back to the finish as well, all 
within the top 10 to take the Team Prize. 
An advantage there being the very cunning 
and experienced Harry Firth who was 
involved. He could race, rally and build cars. 
There was also a team of the then newly 
released Holden Monaro coupes sent from 
Australia. They played the main part of a 
four car squad, under the Daily Telegraph 
newspaper banner – three Monaros and 
one Morris 1100 ladies crew. The Holden’s 
weren’t an official Works team because 
General Motors’ policy was they didn’t 
compete in motor sport. The two lead 
drivers from the Monaro crews were David 
McKay and Doug Whiteford, both highly 
experienced competitors who also raced 
Cooper Climaxes against each other in the 
early 1960s. It was David’s contacts and 
entrepreneurial skills through journalism and 
his ownership of Scuderia Veloce Ferrari 
and the Repco-Brabham team, which enable 
him to get some Holden executives on 
board too. But in reality, that GM policy was 
nonsense for years. Doug of course knew 
how to drive and maintain a car and had 
multiple Australian GP wins to his credit.

Ford’s in various guises outnumbered all 
other marques involved. Lotus Cortinas 
were the main choice and Ford of Britain 
had four of them leading the charge with the 
likes of Roger Clark and Bengt Soderstrom 
flying the flag. But only the Clark/ Ove 
Anderson car would finish after one other 
of their cars donated parts to keep it going. 
Success in British forests didn’t equate well 
to a race across the world.

Apart from the fact that the1966 Bathurst 
500-winning Cooper S drivers, Bob 
Holden (Volvo) and Rauno Aaltonen were 
part of the Marathon, involvement of the 
Cooper S in the London -Sydney came 
down to all the wrong reasons. The event 
was in its final day, indeed, so near the 
end when during a transport stage, and 
with a combination of bad timing and 
youthful enthusiasm, saw the head-on 
collision between two young spectators 
in a Cooper S and the leading Citroen 
DS of Lucien Bianchi and Jean-Claude 
Ogier. How no one died remains a miracle 
when the damage to each car is seen. The 
Citroen crew were so close to winning 
the £10,000 sterling 1st prize money but 
the old adage of “it’s not over ’til it’s over” 
certainly played out on 17th December 
1968. As the next lowest points holder 
was the Hillman Hunter crew headed by 
Andrew Cowan they got the accolades 
and £10,000, and with Paddy’s 1800 crew 
6 points down on them, taking the £3,000 
second place prize money. 

It took nine long years before another 
London to Sydney Marathon took place, 
with many brave enough to adventure 
across equators again in the 1977 
Singapore Airlines sponsored running of the 
Marathon. Andrew won that too…

Two period books covering the subject -The 1969 Hopkirk book is more aimed at 
the young enthusiast and the 1970 McKay/Smailes tome is from two journalists. One 
competed and the other covered the event

One of many incidents during the Marathon. But high profile because it took out the 
leader and involved two young chaps in a recently acquired Toga White with red interior 
Morris Cooper S

High Road was BL’s short-lived factory 
magazine. This February 1969 issue has the 
team on the cover and brief mention of 
Paddy’s second place in the editorial. The 
March issue published John Sprinzel and 
Peter Browning’s L-S adventures
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I was too young when the original 
Marathon of 1968 took place; taking until 
Nick Brittan’s 1993 Lombard London - 
Sydney Marathon came through before I 
had any first hand experience in this style 
of event. But there is a back story to the 
original event, just several years after it 
took place…

In 1972 my family moved to Wangaratta in 
North-East Victoria (up the Hume Highway 
from Winton race circuit – as discussed 
in July’s Old Cooper stuff). Then in early 
1975 my parents took over the Edi (‘E-die’) 
Garage, 20 miles east of Wangaratta in 
the King Valley. Dad having spent all his 
working life involved in the motor trade in 
one form or other, was now self employed 
using Edi Motors as the business name. 
There wasn’t much else at Edi, except 
for popular camp grounds in the warmer 
months on the banks of the King River, a 
small Fire Brigade and truck, a few houses 
on small allotments and the rest of the 
district consisted of mainly diary or tobacco 
farms. The school had closed at the end of 
1974 (if memory serves, having dropped 
below 8 students), so schooling meant off 
to Edi Upper! 

And the point of all this being that Edi 
Garage was, on Monday 16th December 
1968, a Control Point during the London 
-Sydney Marathon as designated on the 
published maps for the event. Despite its 
‘bit part’ in a massive test of endurance, 
one can safely say it’s the only time Edi 
has been on an international event map! 
Crews were a bit under the pump to take 
in too many of the sights of the district, 
as they had to be at Warwick Farm circuit 
in Sydney by 1.19pm the following day. 
The schedule was relentless for the whole 
event. Not just that final day.

The Morgan’s who had run the garage then, 
purchased our place in Wang. After us, there 
was one last operator of the Edi Garage 
before it ceased trading as a business, 
although the building still exists and the fuel 
bowser was there until a ‘bowser hunter’ 
approached the current owner in 2016. 
The Tobacco’s long gone and replaced with 
grapevines throughout the district. For the 
1993 event, Wangaratta’s Merriwa Park / 
Motel precinct was the Control Point and 
Edi did not get a look in. But the 1993 event 
didn’t have the same relentless schedule, 
crews did get some rest and Wangaratta had 
accommodation. Mind you, crews were still 
tired and emotional. The one and only time I 
was in the presence of rally champion, Roger 
Clark was that 14th May evening spectating 
and taking some snaps as cars arrived at 
Control and having “Where’s the driveway?” 
(To the Merriwa Motel) barked at me. 

As we approach the 50th anniversary of 
the Marathon, due out this month is John 
Smailes ‘Race Across the World’. Check 
for details at: https://www.allenandunwin.
com/browse/books/general-books/
sport/Race-Across-the-World-John-
Smailes-9781760632533

Stephen Dalton

Our house and Edi Garage in early 1977. As far as I’m aware that grass verge 
was filled with L-S service crews in December 1968. Beyond the tall trees is 
the King River.

Excuse the Polaroid photo quality. 1800 Mk2’s did more than just compete in 
the London - Sydney Marathon. Here our 1800 did sterling duty as a family car 
and towed our small caravan. Here it’s shown just before a ‘marathon’ run to 
Queensland – in front of Edi Garage.
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TECHNICAL TOPICS −

We have had a good summer here in the UK this year and it has 
brought up the subject of cooling systems again. A few members 

have said to me “I hope I don’t overheat.” Well, to help matters I 
instrumented my Mini and recorded a few measurements on one of 
those hot 30°C days. So, this article is aimed at those earlier cars with 
side mounted radiators and how to improve the cooling performance.

Engine cooling was largely sorted by the time Rover got round to the 
SPI and MPI cars by fitting a high efficient front mounted radiator. Now 
I know those of you who live in hotter countries do not consider 30°C 
particularly hot, but I expect you still proceed with caution when the 
temperature climbs.

When the Mini came out of the design department in the late 1950s it 
was an 850cc car producing about 37hp. City traffic was lighter and the 
longest motor way was the M1 at 83 miles. So these cars spent much 
of their life at 50-60mph or in overtaking sprints. BMC road tested in 
the Pyrenees and the Sierra Nevada but the majority of road evaluation 
was carried out in the UK and test tracks such as MIRA at Nuneaton. 
Today you can travel 2-3 hours on UK motorways at motorway speeds, 
and getting stuck in traffic for an hour is not an uncommon occurrence. 
Current road conditions put a strain on the older Mini’s power train and 
cooling system that the original designers never envisaged, and not to 
mention climate change.

These days modern cars do not have cooling or overheating problems. 
This is because they now incorporate electric cooling fans and 
expansion tanks etc. to maintain the cooling fluid level temperatures. 
Also, test programs are now largely conducted on controlled test rigs 
and “on the road” variable climate testing is minimal. However, it is 
possible to update the classic Mini cooling systems and improve on their 
original performance. In the following article I will outline some problem 
areas, the limitations of the cooling components, and how to upgrade 
the classic side radiator Mini cooling system to be as robust as a modern 
car’s would be.

The original Mini cooling system was designed for an 850cc engine 
running mostly in a stop go environment. By the time the 1275cc ‘S’ 
engine came along these cars had a reputation for blowing out their 
coolant at the end of a journey and, as a consequence, often ran 
around with a less than a full radiator. It was not for nothing that the 
1960s hand book recommended checking the coolant and oil levels on 
a weekly basis.

With this in mind I instrumented my Mini on one of those 30°C 
sunny hot days to see just what was happening under the bonnet at 
70mph See figure 1. I will admit that a high ambient temperature will 
exaggerate differences, so on cooler days the difference between hot 

and not so hot will be less. However, what is just as interesting is the 
fact that the engine temperature gauge (T1) is only one measure of 
the number of different under bonnet temperatures in and around the 
engine. There is a lot going on under the Mini bonnet

• T1 temperature sender at No.1 cylinder. Over the years I have found 
this to be ambient temperature + 60°C. I run a 74°C thermostat by 
the way.

• T2 temperature at the top of the radiator header tank. This is about 
T1 +7°C

• T3 bottom hose temperature. This is normally ambient + 20°C
• T4 temperature at No.4 cylinder. Dependent on how hard the water 

pump is working this can be up to or above T1 + 10°C
• T5 exhaust header temperature. On a running car at motorway 

speeds about 320°C
• T6 temperature at carburettor bell mouth intakes. Measured in 

winter and summer this proved to be ambient + 8°C
• T7 I have seen under bonnet temperatures that can go to 45°C or 

25°C over ambient when stationary.
• T8 top half of the outer wing on side radiator cars on hot days will 

run at T1 or T2 depending on ambient temperature and road speed.
• T9 Oil temperature on the road, is after 20 miles, 80 - 90°C with the 

oil cooler blanked off, 30°C to 55°C  with the oil cooler exposed.

There are a few times when most of us experience some sort of 
overheating or rising coolant temperature.

Those of us with road cars often experience overheating when stuck in 
traffic; you sit there, with the temperature climbing and everything getting 
hot and bothered. This is because the water pump is not circulating 
water through the engine block at idle and the mechanical fan is the only 
component blowing air through the radiator, and that at minimal tick-over 
speed. In addition, there is a general heat build up under the bonnet of 
anything between 40°C to 50°C, and that's just in the UK.

However, sometimes there can be conditions where the car overheats 
at speed. On road cars this is more likely due to some part of the 
cooling system not working effectively. On race cars this is probably due 
to low water pump circulation (see part 2) or just the amount of waste 
heat produced by a race engine.

Now let’s look at the Mini’s individual engine cooling parts and see how 
we can get the best out of them.

Radiator caps
At the start of production some Mini's were fitted with 10lb pressure 
caps, this increased to 13lb, until the 1990s, when Rover standardised 
on a 15lb cap. This is an easy way to increase the heat capacity of 

the cooling system, but it is not necessarily the 
whole story. See figure 2.  However, make sure 
you have the correct cap for your radiator as the 
pressure cap radiator throat depth changes with 
different designs of radiator, and a different cap 
all together is required if you are going to use an 
expansion tank. 

Thermostats
From test bed development work, I have found 
maximum power on the 'A' series engine is 
produced at about 75°C water temperature. 
However, Rover increased their standard 
thermostat to 88°C for greater efficiency and 
economy. Both of these thermostats are good 
options for road cars. The removal of the 
thermostat on race engines will help the coolant 
water flow but will give a long warming up period 
before the coolant is up to temperature. For a 
road car it is better to use a cool thermostat and 
aim for 75°C average running temperature for 
power, or 90°C for economy

By Richard Pengelly 

40 | www.minicooper.org

Mini engine fluids, some like it cool 
some like it hot - Part 1

  

 T4(100°C)           T5(320°C)    T6 (38°C)     T1 (90°C)          T2 (97°C)  T8(90°C) 

 T7(45°C) 

T3(50°C) 

Figure 1 

Figure 1



Cooling water
The best coolant for the engine is distilled water. Unlike tap water, 
with its impurities, distilled water will not corrode your engine, 
or the aluminium thermostat housing. If you have a racer that is 
drained in the winter, just use distilled water. For a road car use 
the minimum antifreeze for your local climate. See figure 3. Where 
I live, we recorded -14°C in the winter of 2018, however in my 
unheated garage the lowest temperature recorded on my Max/Min 
thermometer was -5°C. With 25% antifreeze in the system it kept 
liquid throughout the winter. Just to reinforce my argument here is 
something more than just raw outside temperature, if your car is 
stored over the winter always find out what minimum temperature 
that applies to you and fill accordingly. It is also a good idea to drain, 
flush and refill the cooling system every couple of years. This stops 
sludge forming in the bottom of the system and ensures antifreeze is 
in the best condition.

Now for a few words on antifreeze. At constant pressure, the heat 
capacity of ethylene glycol (antifreeze) is 2.42 J/gK and water is 4.20 
JgK. Antifreeze is also 10% heaver than water, which makes the specific 
heat of antifreeze 2.42/4.20 x 1.10 = 0.634 compared to the specific 
heat of water which is 1.0. This means that antifreeze carries about 
37% less heat per unit volume. So, with a 50:50 antifreeze water mix 
by volume, the specific heat of the mixed fluid will be 0.82, whereas a 
25% antifreeze mix will have a specific heat of 0.91. So, to say again, to 
maximise coolant effectiveness in the summer, you should only put in 
sufficient antifreeze for your local winter conditions.

There are a number of coolant products on the market, but always 
remember these engines were designed to run on a water antifreeze 
mix anything else can lead to problems. The head design fault, or 
problem Mini's live with, is cylinder head cracking between exhaust 
and inlet valves. For long head life, keeping the cylinder head on the 
cool side and not subjecting it to too much heat or thermal shock is 

the way to go. Water is the best dissipater of heat with the minimal 
antifreeze needed to prevent water in the block freezing.

Radiator...design
Radiator design moved on from the original BMC construction with the 
development of the two core and three core radiator. The idea behind 
the development of these designs was to increase cooling efficiency at 
tick over speeds and, at the same time, increase the cooling capacity. All 
original radiators had 3 offset tubes in the core but the latest design with 
3 tubes in line with special fins now stays cooler/ better on tick over 
without spitting water out when idling. I personally use the later 2 core 
radiator on my car which I find works effectively.

Now those with side radiators are stuck with the package size within 
the engine test bay for the radiator, but before throwing out the 
traditional looking radiator or a big aluminium job look at the radiator 
cap, coolant, air flow and water flow.

In part 2 I will look at radiator, water pump and oil, and how they 
interact with each other to keep the engine cool and working at 
peak performance.

Richard Pengelly © 2018

Figure 3

Antifreeze 
Concentration by 
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Freeze Deg.C

Frozen Solid Deg.C

25 -13 -26

33 -19 -36

50 -36 -48

Figure 2

Pressure Sea Level 7 PSIG 10 PSIG 13 PSIG 15PSIG 20 PSIG

Water boiling point Deg.C at sea level 100 111 115 119 121 134

Mini Cooper Register Bournemouth Weekend                                                           
25th January – 27th January 2019, Hinton Firs Hotel
Hi All

How quick a year has gone – and how soon the preparations of 
this weekend have come round.

Just a reminder for all who pre-booked from the 2018 event if you 
haven’t already been contacted by the hotel for your deposit they 
should be in touch shortly or please make contact with the hotel 
on 01202 555409 to pay your deposit, it will speed things up for 
the hotel and make the process easier for all.  A deposit of £25 
per person will be required.

This means for all those who haven’t booked and are interested 
need to contact the hotel as any remaining rooms will be allocated 
on a first come first served basis from November 1st.

For those of you who haven’t yet experienced this weekend event 
please try and join us – it is a great way to meet up with fellow 
members in lovely surroundings and a scenic location – it certainly 
makes a refreshing change during otherwise miserable winter 
months.  I can guarantee you will enjoy it.

The weekend will take its usual format kicking off with a 
short road run on Saturday Morning ending at a place of local 
interest followed by a KWIZZ Saturday afternoon ahead of 

the candlelit dinner Saturday evening with a fundraising raffle 
with very generously donated prizes of which proceeds go to 
a nominated worthy cause followed by evening entertainment.  
Then the weekend is finished on Sunday with a hearty 
breakfast and followed by a filling Sunday Lunch to fuel your 
tank for your journey’s home!!!  Whilst waiting for Sunday 
Lunch during the Sunday morning there will be a chance to 
take a stroll along the sea-front taking or relax in the hotel – 
whichever you prefer!!!  

Dress code for Saturday evening is as announced at this year’s 
event is black tie/formal wear but of course this is not at all 
compulsory but just adds to the experience of the weekend!!!!

If you have any queries or would like to contribute towards 
the weekend in any way or have any special requests – I always 
appreciate any volunteers who come forward to help make the 
weekend great for all of us please of course contact me on  
07950 753299 or 07910 901462.

Best Regards

Josh Bromage

Mini Cooper Register | 41



MINI CHALLENGE - The finals Donington Park
By David Young

COMPETITION

Ant Whorton-Eales secured the MINI Challenge JCW Championship in 
perfect form, winning his tenth race of the year at Donington Park. 

Race 1

Despite starting on the second row, the JamSport Racing star had a 
clean start, taking the lead into the Craner Curves and never looking 
back. The result meant that, whatever Nathan Harrison did was 
irrelevant, as his rival joining him on the podium.

In typical MINI fashion, the first lap was certainly entertaining as five 
cars found homes in the gravel. The biggest news of the opening lap 
was Whorton-Eales progress, taking the lead and breaking away in 
the first few laps. It would be a gap he’d seldom lose, as the officials 
decided not to deploy a safety car as the trucks recovered the stricken 
cars from the gravel. By the time the flag fell, Ant had built a lead of 
4.9 seconds securing his title in the most dominant style possible. His 
seventh win in a row. 

The battle for second place had entertained most of the spectators as 
Calum King attempted to defend his hard-earned position. Sadly for 
him, it would not last, with Jordan Collard and Nathan forcing their 
way through.

Nathan Harrison would set a number of fastest laps, but it would not 
be enough to claw back the gap in time to Collard. The MINI UK VIP 
driver took his fourth podium of the year as Harrison in his Excelr8 
finally gave up the title challenge.

In fourth place, Callum held on to fourth, despite losing fifteen seconds 
to the two in front. He led a ten car queue over the line as pole-sitter, 
Ben Palmer MINI UK guest driver, put in a second-half charge to jump 
back up to fifth place. Meanwhile, George Sutton beat Lewis Brown 
and Rory Cuff, who had been as high as fifth during the battle in the 
opening laps.

There was heartbreak for Sam Weller, who despite being in the battle 
for fourth, eventually pulled into the pits with damage. The top seven 
will be reversed for race two.

Race 2

Nathan Harrison ended the season on a high, winning the second race 
at Donington Park. The Excelr8 Motorsport driver picked up his second 
MINI Challenge JCW win of the year as the top three on the podium 
were the top three in the standings. He kept out of trouble on the 
opening lap, taking the lead as others fell around him, holding off the 
challenge from Jordan Collard to secure second in the standings.

The final race of the year was a chance for many of the unexpected 
heroes to prove their metal with minimal pressure. Sadly, though for 
pole-sitter Lewis Brown, it would not last, as engine issues that had 
plagued him since qualifying ended his run after the first corner.George 
Sutton wouldn’t have any better luck, spinning out from the lead after 
five minutes. This promoted Harrison up to the front with his 2018 
rivals Ant Whorton-Eales and Collard soon chasing him down.

It was a fitting end to the season to see its three protagonists again 
fight for victory. Collard and AW-E continued to race over the podium, 
but for the champion, a five-second penalty dropped him to fourth.
Inheriting third was Rob Smith, after a lonely final race, finishing three 
seconds adrift. Ben Palmer would be fifth falling back from Smith in the 

Ant Whorton-Eales in a damp qualifying session. The JCW Champion

Callum King, Ben Palmer, Luke Reade and 
George Sutton doing what MINIs do
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early stages.After his heroics in race one, Calum King would take sixth 
as Rory Cuff held off the advancing Henry Neal in the closing stages. 
The top ten was rounded out by James Gornall and Jack Davidson.

Final rounds of the MINI CHALLENGE - Rockingham Motorspeedway 
29th - 30th September 2018

The M40 and A14 roadworks could not stop the final rounds of 
this year’s MINI CHALLENGE. This meeting would mark the final 
time that the MINI CHALLENGE series would race at Rockingham 
Motorspeedway, as it is set to become a car storage facility with no 
more motor racing.

Cooper AM/PRO

Qualifying

Toby Goodman showed his pace to all as he led 19 MINI Cooper R50s 
around the 2-mile circuit. Simon Walton was hot on his heels in P2 and 
Kyle Reid, who had his mind on winning both the Championship and 
the Sunoco 240 Challenge in P3. In the Am class, the class leader Alex 
Nevill had a tale of woe and did not qualify, his car had throttle body 
issues. Andy Godfrey was delighted and claimed pole position in the 
class followed by Adrian Norman in P2 and Neal Clarke in P3.

Race 1

A lights to flag victory for Toby Goodman, by a 5-second margin. The 
early race between the top three cars petered out as all drivers were 
looking at two more races of at least 10 laps over the weekend. So 
it was P3 for Robbie Dalgleish. In the Am class Alex Nevill, who had 
fixed his car, stormed through the pack, gaining 4 places on the first 

lap, 6 places by the second lap and took the class lead on the 6th lap 
with some spectacular driving. Had Kyle done enough to win the 
Championship? Well, very nearly. Lydia Walmsley in her reshelled car 
was going well when a tap by another car sent her tumbling down the 
field but still  managed to get P10.

Race 2

Toby and Kyle were both on the front row; this was going to be 
exciting. Unfortunately, a 10-second penalty added to Toby’s time 
and took the P1 away from him after a lights to flag win, and so this 
effectivly gave Kyle the win. Kyle could now celebrate the winning of 

Taelor Shand, Chris Oakman,  
Steve King, Stuart Gibbs and  
Jono Davis, Exhibition straight

Toby Goodman waving a leg

Gary Papworth leading the Am class mid pack

Kyle Reid on his way to the Cooper Championship



the Cooper Pro Championship. In the excitement to celebrate on the 
podium, Kyle’s Dad tripped over a trolley Jack and cut his leg badly. 
The on-site First Aid and Ambulance came to the rescue. Still, a very 
sticky podium was enjoyed with Robbie Dalgleish scoring another P3 to 
complete the podium. 

In the Am class, Andy Godfrey had the race of his life chasing down 
and passing Alex Langley in style, with fastest lap as well. It is great to 
see a novice driver coming on the way Andy has. He is still in with a 
chance of winning the class, but Alex would need a DNF and Andy a 
P1 but.. In P3 was Gary Papworth with Adrian Norman in P4 at the 
chequered flag.

Race 3

Sunday morning and the first race was at 11.30, break camp and 
journey home. A reverse grid had given pole position to Simon Walton, 
with Richard Newman next to him. Row two had Robbie Dalgleish 
and Toby Goodman, while row three had Kyle and Jacob Andrews.  
In Am Class, Neal Clarke was on pole next to Adrian Norman with 
Gary Papworth and Alex Nevill on the following row. Lights out and 
away they go for the last race of the year. Simon Walton took his long 
overdue first win of the year with Toby Goodman 2 seconds off in P2. 
Kyle Reid in a close P3 and Robbie Dalgleish in an even closer P4. Kyle 
had cemented the Championship as well as taking the Sunoco 240 
Challenge win with an all expenses paid to race at Daytona in January! 
What a way to end the year. His Dad was in pain but had a pair of 
crutches to go back to Scotland and celebrate in style.  In Am Class, 
Alex Nevill and Andy Godfrey were having there usual ding dong, Lee 
Pearce in his lovely looking car joined in and was P3. This left Neal 
Clarke and Adrian Norman for 4th and 5th. Gary Papworth’s car 
expired on the 6th lap. Both Toby Goodman and Andy Godfrey set the 
fastest lap. Simon Walton in P1 was given the Sunoco fastest of the day 
award. And yet more Champagne flowed over the heads of all on the 
podium as well as series promoter Antony Williams!

Cooper S Class

Qualifying

All excited and ready to go 13 Cooper Ss, half R53s and half R56s Jono 
Davis and Andy Langley set the pace. The safety car after two laps 
slowed everyone down. Samantha Bowler had the most gentle of a roll, 
onto the side of her car. All that was broken was her wing mirror! Two 
laps to recover the car and off they all went at full race pace. Jono Davis 
set the quickest time just after the restart, Andy Langley put his quickest 
time on the last lap to claim P2, with Stuart McLaren, (‘I eat brakes’) in 
P3. So, R53s in the top three places. Andy Montgomery, Rob Austin and 
Championship leader Will Fairclough were the fastest R56s in the next 
three places.

Race 1

A bit of a driving demonstration by Jono Davis, he led from lights to flag 
in style. Andy Langley was 2.5 seconds behind him in P2, with Stuart 
McLaren 4 seconds behind in P3. Daniel Butcher -Lord was 8 second 
behind in P4. All R53s in a repeat of the Cadwell Park meeting. Will 
Fairclough was 19 second behind, he scored enough to win the Open 
S class championship, while Jono Davis continues his run of wins. Rob 
Austin’s car had a crankcase pressure issue, this blew his oil cap off 
along with the oil. He pulled out. Both Andy Montgomery and Kevin 
Owen had an Eligibility issue. They were both excluded.  

Race 2

Jono on pole and Andy on P2; was this going to be yet another R53s 
day? In short yes. Jono had another lights to flag race win again. Daniel 
Butcher- Lord was about 7 seconds behind with Andy Langley next. 
Will Fairclough managed P4 after some spectacular driving. Rob Austin 
did the green flag lap and pulled over, the engine in his car clearly 
suffering from the earlier loss of oil. New driver Pete Jonkinon had bad 
luck when his R56 expired after 5 laps.

Not an exciting race to watch but a good demonstration of some quick 
R53s bang on the money and all superbly driven. Chloe got the better 

COMPETITION
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The full grid of R50s waiting in the Assembly area

Mmm Nice Champagne, Victory for Kyle Reid

All the other races would see of Jono Davis 
throughout the weekend in 3 out of 3 victorys.
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of all the R56s apart from Will and Tom Halliwell and won the Lady’s 
Championship too.

Race 3

A reverse grid gave Will Fairclough the chance to break Jono’s run of 
class dominance. And the race started that way. Jono quickly went 
from P4 to P2 and clearly was going to play a waiting game on Will. 
Wills would probably succumb to the pressure of having Jono on 
his tale. Difficult to defend and drive quickly with his lack of race 
experience. Jono has loads of that!  Lap 4 saw Will overcook his 
braking point and that let Jono, Daniel and Tom Halliwell through. 
By the end of the race, Andy Langley took P4. The end of a very 
disappointing race weekend for Will but he still took home the 
Championship. As well as lots of graffiti on his cars wrap. The final 
podium of the day for Jono, Daniel and Tom. Lots of fizz, but as 
Antony had changed out of his damp clothes he was kindly spared 
another shower.

The end of yet another great year for the MINI CHALLENGE as it 
continues its growth, in what must be simply the best one-make race 
series in the UK. David Young

COMPETITION

Superb drive by Stuart McLaren

New driver Daniel Butcher-Lord in his very smart and quick R53S
Will Fairclough being pressured by Jono Davis in the opening 4 laps

Will Fairclough, Cooper S champion in his rookie year
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Minis in the Alps

It was great to see a good smattering of 
cars from this register out on the club's 
Minis to the Alps event held at the end 
of September. These events, from my 
point of view, are a great opportunity 
to use these rather special cars of ours 
in the way they were designed to be 
used - climbing up and down Cols in 
the Alps – brilliant. There were just 
two Ex-Works cars with us this year; 
John Littman in his now much used 
CRX 90B had a trouble free run with 
Tony Salter at his side, other than a 
malfunctioning rear wheel cylinder and 

collapsed hose – all fixed at the first hotel in Reims. 

Mike Hyrons, new to these events, with his superb LBL 666D was, 
for some odd reason, using Dunlop SP44 forest tyres for the entire 
event. Whilst looking very period for a winter rally, such as the 
Monte Historic he did in 2016, they must have produced some scary 
moments on the dry warm tarmac and coupled with his very low 4.2 
diff, this must have caused havoc with these winter tyres. Perhaps 
he just wanted to ‘life’ them and consign them to the bin! Mike also 
had a few problems with an exhaust system that was determined to 
part company from the manifold but judicial spannering eventually 
cured the problem. Mike was running for much of the event with 
John McIntosh who had Guy Smith along to read the roadbook. John 
had literally just finished building his superb Works replica JBL 486D 
the morning of the event. Completely untested the car made it all 
the way round, albeit consuming vast quantities of oil along the way 
on what seemed like incorrectly ringed pistons (the engine had been 
put together almost a decade ago by a well known engine builder). 
They also narrowly averted disaster when their daily spanner check 
revealed that both Nylock nuts on the front tie bars had but a few 
threads left to go before parting company. So there we are, yet 
again Abingdon specifying the using of castellated nuts and a split pin 
on those tie bar ends makes perfect sense. John, also new to these 
events, was enjoying himself more and more as the week progressed, 
once he’d become acclimatised to Guy Smith’s rather rapid driving 
style, whom he kindly shared the car with. Guy was so impressed 
with the entire experience that he tells me it has spurned him on to 
get his LRX 829E restored and out onto the Alps where it belongs.

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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 John Littman looking pensive with CRX 90B

Mike Mark and Barbara Alexander brought out, yet again; their trusty 
and much used Team Coburn Cooper S EPB 970C. The car has been 
used almost every year since the club started these events and has yet 
to have an engine refresh. So it is a great testament to their skill at both 
putting a car together, looking after it and driving it so well – and drive 
it hard they do! Perhaps when their JBL 172D is finished and ready to 
be used in similar fashion, EPB will get its well deserved rebuild.  

I was happy to join them over much of the route in our L333EJB 1994 
Monte car, having decided to give BJB 77B a rest after the last two 
years events. L333EJB, as noted in earlier issues, had a freshly re-built 
engine and the car re-commissioned after a nine year lay-up. The car 
generally behaved itself and handled beautifully, even on rather old 
tyres, albeit it initially lost a lot of oil out of an ill fitting dip stick. But 
once cured, it still shipped oil from the oil filter housing – all faults 
down to me and lack of proper testing. 

Mark Feetham brought out his Cooper Car Co race replica with his 
friend David Dilnot which, with its split Webers, was kicking out a 
lot of power and could drive into my bootlid with ease, even with a 
3.44 diff, but with a lowered car, had to be very careful over the many 
hundreds of speed humps now found in almost every village, town 
and hamlet throughout France.

Simon Wheatcroft again brought along EBL 56H, his ex-Guy Smith 
car which seems to go like a train despite its rather down-at-heal 
appearance – I guess you would call it patina of age. He and Per de 
Blanck seemed to have a trouble free and enjoyable run. Now we 

John McIntosh’s superb Works replica in perfect Alpine surroundings

Mike and Barbara with their trusty Team Coburn car with Mark 
Feetham’s car making up the rear – both ran superbly well.
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come to David Brazell who with Jo Riding drove his trusty OUG 552F 
faster than anyone else and it was just a matter of how quickly that he 
caught me from his start time four minutes behind – one day it actually 
took him nearly an hour (but he said that’s because he took a wrong 
turn!). I’m sure that David will drive JMO 969D, when it’s finished, just 
as hard. Nicely repaired after his coming together with an errant car 
driver on the road near his workshop, the car looked great with its 
period Alpine Rally plate on the bonnet and he also had a lovely fitting 
tribute to Barrie Williams on his boot lid. David was awarded the ‘Spirit 
of the Event’ award, donated by Carole Nash, for his continual happy 
disposition and willingness to always help mend, service and generally 
fettle other people's cars - and well deserved it was too.

I can’t leave this piece about the Alps without mentioning Paul Easter. 
Paul, along with his son William, was our opening course car and it was 
a real pleasure and privilege to have Paul with us. He recounted many 
tales of the great days of rallying, with the great Timo Makinen, over the 
very roads we were using. Paul’s recall of details and times they recorded 
over some of the passes and the stories and antics that went on with the 
Abingdon team ‘whilst playing away,’ made for entertaining evenings, 
either at the dinner table or the bar. Thank you for being with us Paul.

Robert Young

Our L333EJB parked next to its ‘copy cat’ car of Lee Robinson 
and Georgina Wincott over looking Aix les Bains

Lovely fitting tribute to Barrie Williams on David Brazell’s boot lid

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Having just returned from a fabulous 
trip on the Minis to the Alps tour, in our 
faithful 54 year old Cooper S without 
any modern comforts such as air 
conditioning, and where on most days 
temperatures exceeded 30 degrees, 
structured sliding and opening of 
windows seemed to make the airflow 
through the car sufficient for us to cope 
with the oppressive heat. As for engine 
temperature, the more than efficient 
continental 6 blade radiator fan did its 
job rather well, enough so, that the 
heater did not have to be run in order 
to aide cooling. Phew!

There was only one Mk1 Cooper on the event this year, Richard and 
Katherine Siddle took part in their 998 powered Cooper JAO 553D. 
Those who may remember this car was an on going feature a few 
years ago when it was undergoing restoration. This old English white 
and black Cooper still looks fresh out of the box and judging by the 
smiles, Richard and Katherine thoroughly enjoyed the event.

Richard Humphrey has been in touch as the restoration of JAD 590D 
is now complete. This Austin 998 Cooper was bought a few years 
ago as a project, and the car has been featured in the magazine on a 
couple of occasions show casing Richard’s excellent restoration skills. 
His skills are also reflected in his other car which is the fabulous Britax 
race car replica often seen at our own national show every year at 
Beaulieu. JAD was more or less complete when purchased and most, 
if not all, has been retained on the Island blue and old English white 
coloured car. It is nicely finished off with some Mini Spares Minilife 
wheels, being 4.5j they sit nicely within the bodywork without the 

Richard and Katherine Siddle alongside their Mini Cooper on the 
Minis to the Alps tour
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need for wheel arches. I understand from Richard that he has since 
sold the car onto a lucky buyer. Thanks for sharing Richard.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

Richard Humphrey’s freshly restored Mk1 Cooper

Richard Humphrey’s Britax Cooper replica his restored  
Mk1 998 Cooper

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

In the September report you may 
remember I wrote a little about the 
brake servo fitted to the Mk 2 Cooper 
S. It was great to hear from fellow 
members on this topic and here are 
their thoughts and useful information. 

Firstly, from Malcolm Marr who is 
restoring a Mk1 S at the moment and 
has a pair of the 5 1/2” units in need of 
a rebuild in the hope that one will be 
the correct unit for his car. Both have 
the 108826 number stamped onto the 
raised boss on the body of the unit, 
which appears to identify it as the later 
type (108821 for the earlier unit). So far 

so good then, but he goes on to say that the nose numbers are 049 
and 074 respectively, which is at odds with my previous thinking that 
early units have 063 and later 066 stamps. The 074 unit has one ring 
on the nose, (from a July 1966 Mk1 S he bought back in 1985) whilst 
the 049 unit was bought at a recent Beaulieu and has no ring on the 

Nick Hunter

nose. To bring things back to my original line of thinking, he says his 
brother has a 1968 Mk 2 S with a unit with 066 stamped and no rings 
on the nose. Malcolm goes on to say that back in August 1999, long 
standing Register member, John McIntosh, did mention in an article 
that the rings relate to the cylinder bore of the unit, with an original 
S type having no rings, one ring indicating a 0.7” bore and 3 rings 
0.875” bore, and these two units being after sales options.

Next contributor is John Bond who is in mid restoration of his June 
1969 Mk2 S TUT 214H. Whilst John is not 100% sure his servo is the 
cars original unit, it has been with the car since he bought it back in 
1984, so in all probability it is. The casting number in the body of the 
unit is 108826, so far so good, with a nose number 072 and no nose 
rings. This then seems consistent with the view that an original S unit 
would have no nose rings (see photo).

Finally, Keith Dodd, founder and owner of Mini spares, provided 
some very useful background information on their replica servos 
together with the current situation with the unit. As you probably 
know, Keith instigated the remanufacture of these units a few years 
back. He tells us that the type 5.5” AP112756 was the last servo 
part number made for the Lockheed 111493 and all tooling was 
scrapped apart from the test rig many years ago. He was lucky to 
have retained 2 new boxed servos from AP via a friend back in the 
early 1990s which enabled him to get them drawn up and remade. AP 
still provided testing facilities for this Minispares copy up until 2016 
when administrators for the company sold off the division with the 
testing equipment and the tooling was scrapped. This left them with 
a big problem as they could not find any other company in the UK 
capable of testing them at this time. Since one unit was reported to 

John Bond’s servo with 108826 clearly visible on the raised boss, 
no nose rings and 072 identifier

Minispares replica servo
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have failed and being unable to test anymore led to the suspension of 
sales until another testing company was found. This situation has now 
been resolved, and the units are now available again. Keith goes on to 
say that the original cadmium plating is no longer allowed under EEC 
and other countries laws due to its extreme toxicity which also saw 
the master cylinders revert from their original coatings many years 
ago. Mini spares tried to get as close in colour as possible ending up 
with a silver colour as per the picture of a 21A1293 on their website 
(see pic). 

Quite a bit to digest there then, and thanks to Malcolm, John and 
Keith for their feedback, it’s much appreciated. Keep the information 
coming in, but it appears to be that the original factory fit unit for a 
Mk2 S should have 108826 cast into the body, with no rings on the 
nose, but with the jury out on what the nose numbers refer to.  

That’s all for now

Until next time

Nick Hunter 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

Apart from a couple of cars coming 
up for sale it has been rather quiet 
on the Mk 3 S front of late; strangely 
though both cars were built in the 
same month so they are quite closely 
related. The first to come across my 
radar was WKG 394K, a Glacier white 
example from May1971 and registered 
in September of the same year. It is 
pretty standard looking apart from 
leather seats and 4½” Minilite wheels. 
It was last heard of when it left these 
shores for Spain about ten years ago. 
The Spanish climate had clearly suited 

it, as it returned in May this year looking 
virtually the same, despite the passing of 

ten years and nearly twenty thousand miles. It is currently up for sale 
at £34,995, which is top money for a Mk 3 S at the moment.

The other car that has reappeared is BEG 494J which last graced 
these pages probably around 2012. BEG is a Flame red Austin also 
built in May1971 but was registered July. The seller is using the same 
pictures from 2012 when it was last on the market. This is not a car I 
have ever seen in the metal, but it looks pretty original from what one 
can see in the admittedly rather poor pictures, and it could be yours 
for offers based on £18,000.

Simon Wheatcroft

Not sure that a white car in front of a white background is the 
best choice to show the car at its best

WKG has leather trimmed seats but with a trim style from the 
late 1970’s 

It looks as though an external fan has been mounted under the 
left hand wing – probably to aid cooling in Spain

This picture was used the last time BEG 494J was for sale in 2012

The engine bay looks very much unrestored
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There was but one Mk 3 S out on the Minis to The Alps event this 
year. EBL 56H made it safely round the route and back home despite 
a lot of brake fade, after some rather too enthusiastic descending 
from a couple of Cols.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

EBL 56H in the hotel car park at Gap with rather black looking front 
wheels and evidence of brake bleeding under the front of the car

Rover Cooper Register

Well, it was a shame that the Stanford 
Hall event was cancelled due to forecast 
for bad weather. At least this month’s 
NEC Classic Car Show won’t suffer the 
same fate.

Badge Engineering

Every car club has its purists, and if 
you want to find a detailed discussion 
on classic car social media, the longest 
ones usually arise when like minded 
enthusiasts share their opinions on 
reproduction versus originality. And 
so it is with the deep red ‘Cooper’ 
bonnet and bootlid badge inserts that 

first came to prominence in May 1995 when, John Cooper Garages 
(JCG), announced their 80bhp Mini Cooper S and which could only 
be purchased as a brand new car exclusively from JCG. These were 
the cars featured on both the front cover and inside cover of the June 
1995 issue of MiniWorld. 

John Parnell

The badge inserts themselves were never listed as being sold 
separately, but like so many things John Cooper, that didn’t stop 
enthusiasts from coveting them for their own car. Owners of the 
original cars that had these badges fitted from new also have occasion 
to replace their damaged or stolen ones and, thanks to Michael 
Cooper, genuine reproduction badges are readily available via the 
Cooper Car Company and Mini Sport. 

Over the course of time, the script of the ‘Cooper’ name on these 
badges was subtly changed and, in fairness, Michael Cooper has made 
it clear that all modern day Cooper Car Company accessories, while 
authentic in design and quality, are intentionally slightly different so 
that they can be distinguished from 1990s and early 2000s originals.  

For those needing a replacement badge insert, Jean-Marie Lamour 
has clearly done his homework on this topic and, via the John Cooper 
Garages Club Facebook page, has posted the images you see here 
showing all three official badge styles. Just for good measure, he 
also included a comparison of the reverse side of each badge. As for 
the unofficial reproduction badges advertised outside the reputable 
sources, they are best avoided. 

An original badge of mid to late 1990s vintage 

By the early 2000s the ‘Cooper’ script have changed to this

The current Cooper Car Company badge

A comparison of the reverse side of the above three authentic badges 
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The most common shade of cylinder head blue to which a close 
match has been found is Ford Tractor Blue. Ford Equipment Blue 
12908 is another recommendation. Hammerite Smooth Blue and 
Halfords Blue Brake Calliper Paint are also named as worthy colour 
matches. Personally, I am less inclined to go for the latter high street 
brands of generic colours; they have no colour code reference, and 
it is not uncommon for the manufacturer to discontinue the line or 
change the colour shade. The Ford colours on the other hand have 

Cylinder Head Colours

When it comes to exterior body paint colour finishes, the internet 
offers a wealth of information, covering pretty much every 
manufacturer and their respective paint codes. But on the subject 
of sourcing authentic colour matches for things like engine blocks, 
and particular styles of road wheel, the correct choice is a lot less 
certain because few, if any, of the colours were officially listed and, 
to complicate matters further, the shades applied at the factory were 
prone to variation over time. 

The shade of blue applied to the John Cooper conversion cylinder 
heads is a good case in point, and is hardly surprising given that when 
the original supplier, Janspeed Engineering, could not keep pace with 
demand, other specialists were brought into help, each with their 
own version of the original Janspeed finishing colour. I have been told 
that Minispeed and Mini Sport were two of the chosen specialists for 
this task and that the latter supplied many of the later MPi conversion 
cylinder heads. Perhaps someone in the know would be kind enough 
to confirm or correct this point.

Depending on what conversion you have, and the timeline of the 
work, there appear to be two basic shades of blue for the cylinder 
heads, and some other colours that are completely different which I 
will come too shortly.

F714 HGJ was the prototype 998cc John Cooper conversion in the 
UK in June 1989 and its engine bay received much prominence in the 
February 1990 brochure for the Mini `Flame Red’, ‘Racing Green’, 
and ‘Check Mate’. It is hardly surprising that the pale blue hue of its 
cylinder head is widely copied by enthusiasts restoring their own 
998cc John Cooper cars. At this point in time, I have no official name 
for that shade of blue, nor the name of any paint that is a close match 
to it. If you know what it is, please get in touch.

The 998cc John Cooper kits were of course available in Japan 
some two years ahead of the UK, and the photograph of one of 
those kits in its crate, shows a cylinder head finished in a shade 
of blue much more in keeping with that more commonly used 
throughout the 1990s.

Curiously, the colour that gets the least attention on 998cc 
conversions is dark grey as depicted on the front cover of John 
Cooper’s first conversion brochure of 1990. That same A4 four-
page publication also shows the kit itself in component form as 
a centre spread, again with the cylinder head finished in dark 
grey. It is believed that the 998cc cylinder heads in question 
may have been prepared locally rather than at Janspeed, hence 
the alternative colour. It is also known that a number of 1275cc 
conversion cylinder heads, possibly from the same local supplier, 
were delivered with a dark green paint finish, and a batch 
of others in red. Does anyone have a car with one of these 
alternative John Cooper units? 

The cylinder head of F714 HGJ, the 998cc launch car of June 1989 

The conversion cylinder head from a low mileage 1992 car

The conversion cylinder head from a low mileage late MPi car

Some of the early 998cc conversion cylinder heads were painted 
dark grey
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known reference codes that any automotive paint supplier should 
be able to mix, although it needs be in enamel format to withstand 
cylinder head temperatures. If that sounds like too much trouble, you 
can buy Ford Tractor Blue engine paint off the internet. Get a test 
colour sample before you buy.

Registrar’s Comments

From experience, you can view a number of John Cooper cylinder 
heads and no two will be exactly the same shade of blue. The age 
and cleanliness of the paint can make a huge difference, to which 
can be added the variations of who prepared the cylinder head 
and the make and mix of paint they used. Nor should you rely on 
a photograph to capture a sample paint shade because the level 
and type of lighting used will completely alter the visual effect. 
Original automotive colour swatches offer the best and most 
reliable comparison guide, and if you really want to get technical, 
the Pantone colour cards used in the graphic design and print 
trades, offer the complete spectrum of colour shades but can 
be expensive to buy as a means to an end. Alternatively, home 
decorating shops normally have a wide range of free colour cards 
that might yield a close match to what you want. Whatever your 
approach, a colour sample on a card has to be an easier option 
than presenting an automotive paint supplier with 10kg + of Mini 
cylinder head…but you can be sure that someone reading this has 
done just that.

I have heard it said that the later cylinder heads on MPi conversions 
were a darker shade of blue than those on earlier SPi cars. From the 
pictures of the original low mileage SPi and MPi conversions shown 
above, I am not convinced. Perhaps the owners of MPi conversions 
would care to comment on this, especially if they have had to repaint 
their car’s cylinder head.

And finally…
 
While we are on the subject of paint, can anyone recommend 
a suitable match for the mustard yellow engine colour used on 
998cc Mini engines of the late 1980s and early 1990s? Similarly, 
the distinctive red engine paint with its hint of orange used on all 
1275cc Rover Mini Cooper engines up to the introduction of the 
MPi models in October 1996?

Until next month…

I look forward to seeing friends and fellow members at this month’s 
NEC Classic Car Show.

John Parnell

Detail sought: A paint match for pre MPi 1275cc engine blocks

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

Paul McCartney's 1965 Radford 
DeVille CCJ 382C

The classic car sale I had been eagerly 
awaiting for finally took place on 1st 
September at the Hershey auction in 
Illinois U.S.A on behalf of the Godbey 
family who were disposing of forty 
seven cars with no reserve. Included 
in the auction was the Radford De 
Ville Cooper S formerly owned by 
Paul McCartney.

This coach built car was registered 
as CCJ 382C and is a Morris Cooper 
1275 S manufactured in April 1965. It 
left the factory painted Fiesta yellow 

with an OEW roof. As with all Morris's, it went via Stewart and 
Ardern and ultimately, in this case, to Harold Radford in King Street, 
Hammersmith for conversion. It was registered in June 1965firstly, to 
Brydor Cars, then to Paul McCartney himself. By this time the coach 
builders at Radford had repainted the car Californian sage green, 
installed a binnacle dashboard, electric windows with quarter lights, 
Microcell seats and a black leather interior, plus a full-length Webasto 
sun roof also in black. Apart from its famous previous owner, the 
car's other special features are the rear lights which were adapted 
to resemble an Aston Martin DB5 (Paul owned a 1964 DB5 around 
the same time). I've only known of one other Radford with the same 
light conversion. There are a number of grainy photos showing Paul, 
and later Linda, with the car which also features briefly in the Beatles 
1967 film the Magical mystery tour.

From my knowledge of the McCartney car, is a ‘transitional’ coach built 
conversion, and by that I mean that the full-width GT dashboard was 
not in production although the door cards are of the later design, but 
still retaining the early bell push white electric window buttons. These 
switches were superseded at the end of 1965 production by chromed 
rocker type switches in the centre arm rest. During its fifty three year 
existence, it's hardly surprising several components have been changed. 
For example, the shallow-dished wood rim Motolita steering wheel 

Steve Burkinshaw

Photo from 1992 showing standard Morris Cooper grille
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Innocenti Register

As the winter approaches, I know of 
a handful of members restoring and 
then painting their car’s body shells. A 
subject I've mentioned before, but we'll 
worth going over again, is the painting 
of the underside of the car as the 
factory did it. 

Although there may have been very 
slight variations between the way paint 
was applied to the numerous models 
over ten years of production, the basic 
pattern of paint application seems, 
more or less, to have been the same. 

When restoring a car, some owners 
do so aiming at entering their car in 

concours events, and so tend to make a better job at painting the 
underside of a car than the factory would have done. A nice shiny 

Foster Charlton

has been replaced with a modern flat Motolita. Then the wood grained 
plastic Formica fascia and door inserts are now in a polished burr 
walnut veneer. The dipping rear view mirror is now a white plastic item 
attached with a suction pad and is from the 1970s/80s. 

The car was exported to Hollywood in the late 70s and was then 
owned by collector Bill Victor until 2000. I have photos showing 
the car in 1992 fitted with a Mountney - style leather rim steering 

Formica laminated fascia, Mountney style Steering wheel, and 
modern radio in place of push button Motorola

Aston rear light adaptations, reflective plates and polished alloys 
from 1992 photo

‘Frenched-in’ rear light panels and no A- panel badges

wheel, polished Wolfe-race alloys and a standard Morris grille. About 
eighteen years ago the Radford was repainted in the same metallic 
sage green shade. Additionally, a Mk1 Benelite grille with recessed 
spot lamps has been fitted as per the car’s original spec, and in recent 
years modern copies of Rosepetal alloys have been added. 

Photos from the McCartney days show that the car rode on 4 inch 
wide Mk1 Cosmics. A year later the more appropriate 4.5 inch 
wheels were produced. The 4 inch wheels push the tyres past the 
body line as did the polished alloys because the offset is wrong for 
Cooper S cars.

Unusually however, there were no Radford badges on the A-panels or 
boot lid but there was an Austin horn push instead of a Morris one on 
the steering wheel. There were also a few changes under the bonnet, 
such as an alternator in place of a dynamo and rather oddly, a vacuum 
advance distributor.

Pete Flanagan contacted me before and after the auction to say 
that the Radford had sold for $236,500 or about £181,000! Last 
December Ringo's Hooper (Austin 1275 S) sold for £102,000 in 
London. Pete went on to say that the McCartney car was bought 
by Christian Horner, head of the Red Bull Formula 1 team, and 
whose wife, former Spice girl, Gerri Halliwell, bought Ringo's car. 
As a point of interest, George Harrison's 1966 Radford is still owned 
by his widow Olivia, but John Lennon’s Radford is unaccounted for. 
However, having said that I'm led to believe that it does still exist and 
is owned by a famous music celebrity.

Steve Burkinshaw

McCartney’s car as it appeared in the auction catalogue. Note 
the incorrect Rose Petal wheels but otherwise looking more like 
it did when Paul owned the car
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paint finish devoid of any stone chip protection on the underside 
of a car looks nice, but it's hard to keep it looking good if the car is 
driven on normal roads. 

I have spoken over many years, to owners who where restoring 
their cars and, during the dismantling stage of restoration, I have 
made notes of the type of paint, primer and under body protection 
their car had from the factory. My findings were that the primer 
used on Innocenti Minis was a red oxide type of primer and that the 
cars were dipped in a bath of this at the factory.Then your typical 
factory application of a rubberized type of Shutz/underseal was 
applied by spray gun. 

Innocenti Mini taking a Red Oxide factory bath. 

From underneath the body shell starting from the bottom of the 
steering rack mount, the entire floor, transmission tunnel, boot 
floor and battery box were sprayed in under body protection. On 
most cars, this seemed to stop at the point of the rear valance, with 
overspray finding its way onto this panel, ranging from a quarter to 
half way up the valance. On most cars, the red oxide primer can still 
be seen on the top half of the rear valance. 

The under body protection stopped towards the sides of the car 
at the point where the floor pan meets the spot welded outer sill 
bottom edge. On some original cars, I've seen it stop in the area 
between the sill edge and first flute in the floor pan. On others I've 
seen it right up to the edge of the sill, whereas others have had slight 
overspray a few inches onto the sill. 

The entire front wheel arches were also sprayed including the rear 
of the headlight and side light mounts, a sweep of the gun up to the 
top of the underside of the front wings, the scuttle closing plates and 
down to the front leading edge of the sill and behind the A panel. 
Inner wings (within the wheel arches... Not the engine bay) were also 
completely covered. 

Originally, the top part of the underside of the wings were sprayed 
with the under body protection, fading out into an arch shape, and 
following the curve of the wheel arch. The rear wheel arches were 
completely covered in under body protection from the valance 
closing plate to the point where the arch meets the rear floor pan. 

A top coat of paint was then spray painted within the whole 
underside area of the front wheel arches. However, within the engine 
bay, the top coat of paint stopped around the area of where the 
bottom of the bulkhead meets the toe board. A top coat was then 
sprayed along the length of the outer sills down to the point of where 
the floor turns up to meet the outer sill. The rear wheel arches were 
entirely painted in top coat including the closing plates. Top coat 
overspray often found its way onto the side of the battery box. A 
straight line of overspray of top coat also found its way along the rear 
edge of the boot floor from painting the rear valance. 
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Although I've tried to explain this in the best way possible, the photos 
included actually say it all. 

I must thank my great friend Greg Cambe for the photos of his 
friend’s car during a factory spec restoration. 

That's all for this month. 
 
Foster Charlton

Mini Super Register

September has been a particularly 
pleasing month as far as Supers are 
concerned. There have been no new 
discoveries but I have managed to track 
down the owners of a couple of elusive 
cars, both Morris and both painted 
Surf blue. The first appeared on eBay 
in 2016. I did a very brief article at the 
time in my monthly write-up, including 
a couple of photos taken from the site. 
It was a very original car but needing 
full restoration and sadly the interior 
was missing - not an uncommon 
occurrence. I had no idea who had 
bought the car and wondered if I 
would see it again, fearing that it would 

be stripped of its remaining Cooper parts. By chance this month I 
discovered it had been bought by an MCR member. It is in safe hands 
and is being completely and correctly restored. We might even see 
the car at Beaulieu 2019.

The second car I have been aware of since 2009, when it had been 
spotted by one of my ‘Super Spies’ at Thirlestane Castle car show 
on the Scottish Borders. Since then I had made several enquiries and 
sent out several pleas for any information of its whereabouts but to 
no avail. Then, a few weeks ago, I spotted a photo of the car on a 
classic car website attending a show, together with a few words from 
its owner. I sent him a private message and found him to be most 
enthusiastic and helpful. The story of the car is as follows:

In June 1962 908 TTN was purchased new from CGS Buist Motors, 
Newcastle by Miss Clements, a friend of the owner, Mr Charles Buist. 
Upon collection, Miss Clements was accompanied by her family, 

Garry Dickens
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nephew Geoff Allan, his sister Elizabeth and their parents. During 
the years that followed, the car was used very little, mainly only for 
local shopping trips though once Miss Clements did make the journey 
down to Harrogate from Newcastle.

In the early 1980s ownership of the Super changed to Geoff’s sister, 
Elizabeth. She kept the car only for a short while but during this 
time she made several journeys up to Cragside House, Rothbury, 
consequently the mileage increased quite considerably. She then 
planned to move to London. Initially, the little Super was to move 
south with her but it was decided that the car would not last long 
there, so then Geoff took ownership and has owned it ever since.

Initially, when Geoff took custodianship of the Super he was unsure 
what to do with it. He took it round to a few local garages inviting 
offers, but despite the car being in very good condition and having 
a very low mileage, no one was interested in making an offer. Geoff 
then stored the Super. Although the car remained unlicensed, on 
occasion Geoff used to take it out and drive carefully along local farm 
tracks to keep it in running order.

In the 2000s Geoff moved up to the Scottish Borders, taking the 
Super with him. It was then he decided to have a little work done 
to the car and use it for local shows and outings. So around ten 
years ago the car was taken to a professional body shop where two 
new front wings were fitted to replace the rusted ones and it was 
repainted in its original colours, by now the Surf blue and white 
had faded quite badly. The remainder of the car was in very good 
condition, so needed little else. A non-original brake master was 
fitted as a temporary measure but still remains, although Geoff has 
now just sent the original away for overhaul.  

To date the car has covered only 36,000 miles and has its original, 
excellent interior, including the carpets. The car’s paperwork history 
includes all issued tax discs, MOTs, insurance certificates with a 
complete set of invoices and receipts, including its original bill of sale, 
BMC literature-envelope and sales brochure. 

It is a real time-warp little car complete with period add-on heated rear 
window and switch extensions; clearly it is in good hands with Geoff. 

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any 
stories or anecdotes relating to one, please get in touch, even if it no 
longer exists. 

Garry Dickens

1275GT Register

Rob Andrews’s quest to own a 
1275GT ready to use rather than 
restore seemed out of reach with 
the escalating prices of restored cars. 
However, when a partially complete 
replica conversion from a Clubman 
came up earlier this year in an online 
auction, Rob took a chance and 
secured his car unseen. Once in Rob’s 
hands he was able to fully investigate 
the history and any adaptations that his 
purchase had been subjected to.

A comprehensive photo collection 
supplied by the seller showed an 
extensive restoration had been completed 

to the original Clubman spec back in the 1990s. The fully stripped shell in 
the photos showed workmanship of a high standard; reassuring Rob that 
the later conversion had been based on solid foundations.

Fully aware that UOC 662H could only be classified as a replica, but 
with the car having been painted the rare colour of Antelope, and the 
very early build date of the car, was more than enough to make this a 
desirable project for Rob.

Alan Clark

Since the original restoration of the car the next owner in line had 
gone partway through with the GT conversion, with the current 
configuration featuring an A+ 1275 engine with a stage 3 head and 
later rod change gearbox. Fuelling, through a single HIF44 SU and 
LCB/RC40 combination, the car still needed some work at the time 
I viewed it, with a rolling road session on Rob’s to do list.

The interior conversion was courtesy of Huddersfield Mini Spare’s 
interpretation of the GT vinyl seats in black, with Rob’s outlay for 
the full front and rear set along with replica door cards was close 
to £800.Then a top quality leather and a 1275GT centre badge 
has resulted in a more than acceptable copy of the hard to find GT 
steering wheel.

Original Clubman rebuild near completion

OUC 662H in the 1990s as Clubman spec

Key 1275GT features incorporated in the latest re-work
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Opinions will always be divided on the subject of replica cars, but Rob 
is happy to enjoy owning and driving his GT replica and, I for one, am 
pleased to have this great example from an early period out on the 
road for years to come.   

Alan Clark

Hiding behind the 3 clock facia was a neat conversion in order to graft 
on a tacho to the original 2 dial pod.  However, the Clubman 90mph 
speedo prompted Rob to seek out a full GT instrument assembly. 
Frustratingly however, the replacement instruments were found to be 
faulty with a break in continuity to the coil connection, which should 
not be too challenging for electrician Rob to resolve. 

Whilst still sitting on the original Hydrolastic suspension, the restored 
Rostyles now sport a set of pricey Dunlop SP Sport Aquajets, as a further 
indication of Rob’s desire to get that authentic 70s look on his car.  

Rare Antelope colour option only offered for 1969

Twin tanks add to the period feel

High quality paint finish matched by clean bright work

Alternative to the Newton interior from Huddersfield Mini Spares

A+ with Stage 3 head, awaiting rolling road tune

 Modern MINI Cooper Register

Not a lot going on in the modern MINI 
world. My JCW is still going strong, the 
driver's seat bolster is still driving me 
mad. I guess I shall just have to go on a 
diet so I can enter the car smoothly.

OX4 News

MINI has announced 2018 model 
revisions along with the new MINI 
Clubman City which will be built at 
the UK MINI plant in Oxford. It will be 
available from 1st August at £19,995 OTR. 

The Clubman will have equipment 
tailored for the corporate market 
such as, satellite navigation with a 6.5” 

display, Apple car play, DAB, Real-Time Traffic Information (RTTI), 
Intelligent emergency calling (E-call) and rear Park Distance Control 
(PDC) as standard. 

David Young
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In terms of standard fitments it will have Bluetooth hands-free function, 
Air Conditioning, a Sports steering wheel and cruise control. All 
are carried over from the MINI Clubman standard equipment list. 
MINIMALISM fuel saving technology is fitted to every MINI Clubman 
model, with features including Automatic stop/start function, brake 
energy regeneration and shift point display.

The MINI Clubman City comes with 16” Revolite spoke wheels 
as standard with 17” silver ‘Net’ spoke or 17” Silver ‘Vent’ spoke 
available as a free upgrade or 17” black ‘Net’ spoke as a paid for 
option. Additionally, all models can be specified with run-flat tyres as 
an additional upgrade. ( An upgrade?)

My thoughts

I think the biggest improvement is in connectivity with the centre 
screen now becoming a touch-sensitive screen. It will have the 
Connected Navigation plus system, as well as still using Apple 
Car play, along with a Harmon Kardon Hi-Fi system. Maps will be 
updated via the onboard SIM. The parking camera mounted by the 
rear number plate seems like a good addition. I do think the next 
stage is to build in a front camera into the rearview mirror and use 
the centre screen as the display. A storage slot for an SD card is all 
that would be required.

I do hear on the grapevine that the JCW is destined to go back on 
the configurator. Probably with an emission reduced engine and 
fewer pops and bangs from the exhaust in an effort to reduce still 
further CO2.

Of course, you can always go for an all-electric MINI (see photos). 

MINI has released a pair of exclusive detail design sketches as an early 
preview of the brand’s first fully-electric production model, which is 
set to make its debut in 2019. The first sketches of the production 
model coincide with the MINI Electric Concept which made its UK 
debut at Goodwood Festival of Speed this year. I do wonder when 
we shall have a full carbon neutral car on the road. Energy recovery 
from the braking systems is a possibility as long as the energy can be 
stored safely.What will be next in the world of rechargeable cells? 

Food for Thought.

I saw a brilliant video on that well known social media site 
about renewables as well as carbon negative fuels. Combining 
CO2 from the air around us with H2O to produce HC, i.e. 
Fuel. Currently at the proof of concept stage, but look very 
promising. See the the link here to the site: http://www.
facebook.com/michaeljsaxton/videos/10155480473881300/
UzpfSTYxMzM4ODk0NToxMDE1NTg1NDQzMDc4Mzk0Ng/

David YoungBM
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Bristol, Glos and  
Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday13th September

Beefeater, Emersons Green, Bristol David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD TBD Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

TBA

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

The Queens Head, Portsmouth Road, Fishers Pond, 
Eastleigh SO50 7HF 

Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 12th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Mick Tully 01273 883349 
g-tully@sky.com

  Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Meeting venue still to be found. Plan to join Prescott Hill 
climb Sunday 21st Oct as a group

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warks@minicooper.org

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

  BeNeLux (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg) Bart Theelen  
benelux@minicooper.org

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

REGION

NEW
CONTACT

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org
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REGIONAL REPORTS

Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

Hello all, 

I have just returned home from an 
excellent Minis to the Alps week followed 
by a holiday driving through Switzerland 
and rural France on our way back!

During August, whilst working at Beaulieu 
and driving a 1928 Austin 12, I met David 
Vissers and his girlfriend. David, like me, 
is a Rover Cooper owner and was on 
holiday in the UK from the Netherlands. 

We got into a conversation about cars, the Beaulieu Motor Museum and 
somehow got talking about Minis. This was just at the time when I was 
helping Bart Theelen start up our Benelux region. We discussed our 
similar cars and I explained about the Mini Cooper Register and our new 
region in his country. A few weeks later it was great to hear from David 
again and that he has joined Mini Cooper Register and our Benelux region. 
Amazing what can come from an ad-hoc conversation.

Also, as Regional Co-ordinator, I received a very interesting phone call 
earlier in September while I was at home one morning. The call was 
from Jenny Ramsden who was from Air Television, a TV production 
company based in Yorkshire, who produce programmes for channels 
such as Yesterday amongst others.  

Jenny is a researcher and explained that Air TV were looking for 
owners of Classic Minis who would like to appear with their cars in 
a programme about a barn find Mini Cooper. The idea behind the 
programme is to follow the barn find Mk1Mini Cooper S, which I believe 
is a 1965 model, through an auction and hopefully its life thereafter. The 
filming was due to take place close to Mathewsons Auctioneers near 
Thornton le Dale near Pickering. Our Yorkshire region is one that is 
active but which at present doesn’t have a specific contact.

So, I contacted Jack Brown who took part in Minis to Monte in 2014 
in his lovely restored Minivan to see if he would like to take part. Jack 
replied instantly wishing to take part so I duly put him in contact with 
Air TV. To find more owners in the area we placed an advert on the Mini 
Cooper Register Facebook page reaching out to owners in Classic Mini 
owners in Yorkshire advising of the TV filming opportunity. This resulted 
in several keen owners coming forward. 

Just before heading off on Minis to the Alps Jenny called me again, 
thanking me for helping her source cars and owners and that filming was 
to take place on 25th September.  

Half way through the week following Minis to the Alps, whilst 
enjoying rural France, I received an email stating that the filming for 

the programme had gone very well and included photos which I have 
attached below showing members with their cars stood by the barn find 
car which they discussed in the filming. 

I certainly enjoyed helping source the owners for the event which I 
understand from Jack was good fun to be involved in. 

This shows the value of our club and its members as an excellent 
resource of knowledge in our cars and the Mini and MINI marques old 
and new.

I’ll let you know when the programme airs on TV.
Here are some photos from the Yorkshire TV filming event.

Until next month.

All the best.
 
Richard Sign.
regions@minicooper.org
07968 307689
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BeNeLux Region 

With the cancellation of the Stanford Hall Show, I missed the 
opportunity to show my Austin Cooper Mk 2. Despite this, I actually 
did visit the UK and enjoyed fantastic sunny weather all the time, 
except for the Dutch part of the trip between my home town and 
Europort! Next to meeting up with friends, I had another reason to 
still visit the UK; I had my Cooper MOT’ed before importing it into the 
Netherlands. By the time you read this report, it should be officially 
registered on Dutch plates and ready for a spin. So, I intend to do 
some local events to find and fix all the remaining gremlins and make 
it reliable for the 2019 meetings season. Possible events (very local 
to me) include ‘Hornenacht’, ‘Nacht van Stramproy’ and ‘Land van 
Kalkrit’. If you have other/better suggestions, please let me know!
Not being able to share some pictures of BeNeLux cars at Stanford Hall, 
I have looked into potentially interesting cars that are currently for sale in 
the BeNeLux region. So, below are a few details of these cars. 

There is a very nicely restored 1969 Austin Cooper originally delivered 
to Sweden with lots of history for sale in the Maastricht area. Originating 
from a museum is a 1965 Austin Cooper S, which is for sale in the 
Brussels area. An unrestored but very original looking 1965 Austin 
Cooper S that comes from the US is advertised in the Heerlen area. A 
restored but not completely original 1966 Austin Cooper S is available 
from one of the larger classic car sellers in the Netherlands. Yet 
another 1965 Austin Cooper S, this time with a weber setup, is for sale 
in the Utrecht area. A rather non-original 1971 Cooper S (with FIVA 
passport) is for sale near Arlon. There are also quite a few interesting 
non-Coopers for sale, including for example, a nice 1964 Austin Mini 
originating from Portugal advertised north of Charleroi, a 1965 Austin 
Mini near Maastricht, a Mini Lady and two ultra-rare Mini Jubilee’s. 
More about this last special edition Mini to celebrate 5 years of Leyland 
in a future report. Like me, you may notice the overwhelming choice 

of Austin’s and lack of Morris’s! Note that I have not seen any of the 
mentioned cars in the flesh to check their authenticity but if you are 
interested or want some help, please let me know.

Bart Theelen
benelux@minicooper.org or  
+31475564841 (landline) or +31627258202 (mobile)

Restored 1969 Austin Cooper - Maastricht area

Museum 1965 Austin Cooper S - Brussels area

Unrestored 1965 Austin Cooper S - Heerlen area

Restored 1966 Austin Cooper S - Zutphen area

Weber´ed 1965 Austin advertised as Cooper S - Utrecht area

Rather modified 1971 Mini advertised as Cooper S - Arlon area
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Bristol Gloucester and Somerset Region

September has been another busy month. It started with my first ever 
trip to the International Autojumble at Beaulieu. Yes, it is big!  I spent 
one day and only saw about two-thirds of the event. I did find some 
interesting items including a set of twin speedwell carbs and manifold 
for £150, an early Coventry stamped radiator for £10 and three Mk 2 
Morris bonnet badges for £15.

In the third week I went to the Shard viewing platform in London. It is 
a great attraction and you certainly get a unique view of London.  The 
Shard also houses the 5 star Shangri-La Hotel and outside the hotel 
there was a Rover Mini Cooper that you could hire and drive around 
London! That could be a good Xmas present – hint hint! See photo.

September was signed off by the Mini Action Day at Castle Combe.  It 
was another very good day, the event was very busy and the sun came 
out. A big thank you to all the MCR members who attended – it was 
a real team effort on the day. The autojumble was good and I bought 

6x Mk1 Cooper S wheels for £125, a Mk2 S rear quarter window for 
£15, a Mk2 Cooper 100mph Speedo, binnacle, temp and oil gauges for 
£150. See photos.

Looking forward there is a big autojumble at the Malvern showground 
on October 14th and there is also a three day autojumble, memorabilia 
and classic car auction being held by Richard Edmonds in Chippenham 
over the 18th-20th October. 

That’s it from me.
 
David Dangerfield

Dorset Region 

On Sunday the 9th September, we did a breakfast run to Compton 
Abbas airfield. Seven cars were lined up for the event. We met in 
Fordingbridge at 9am and then made our way to Rockbourne, passing 
the remains of the Roman villa on our way to Damerham. We drove 
along some very narrow country lanes but fortunately not meeting any 
large farm tractors on our way - seven Minis crammed into a small lay-
by could have been very interesting!

We arrived at Cranborne and crossed the beautiful and scenic 
Cranborne Chase and made our way via Sixpenny Handley and Tollard 
Royal to the Airfield. Here numerous different breakfasts were ordered 
and enjoyed by everyone.

We were also very fortunate to witness the take-off and landing of a 
1940s vintage US Marines Harvard Warbird on a flying experience trip 
(just £800 for a 60 minute trip, but I believe that price included a cup 
of tea)!

REGIONAL REPORTS
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After more teas and coffees, we left the airfield after a good fun run and 
we look forward to next year’s.

Nick Stansmore

Mid Staffs Region

Our September meeting often produces some cars not seen or rarely 
seen at other times of the year, and has become something of a ‘Motor 
Show Night’. This year was no exception, and in the packed car park 
(and the road alongside) could be found such delights as a Ford Consul 
Classic, a Vauxhall Victor FB and Cresta PA, a McLaren 750S, two Lancia 
Delta Integrale HFs and two full race cars – the ex John Gott Healey 
3000 SNO 746 and an FIA MGB which was in near concours condition 
as well. The star of the show though was an early Austin Cooper S that 
Ian Potter brought along. This car was used by Richard Longman when 
he worked at Downton Engineering and has featured in contemporary 
road tests. It has been beautifully restored with a nice patina and 
looks as though it should be in the paddock at a 1963 Goodwood race 
meeting (or Brands, Silverstone, Oulton Park etc.). Nick Hunter tried it 
briefly and came back grinning from ear to ear! 

Moving on to future events.

Monday 5th November. Yes, bonfire night! We have no plans 
surrounding fireworks, but if enough people are not distracted by this 
annual celebration of near treason, then we will have a quiz to keep you 
entertained. As usual with our quizzes, they will be heavily motoring 
orientated with hardly a mention of TV soaps or football. I’ll arrange 
some pies in a box with the George and Dragon as a mid-quiz interval, 
which you will need to book in advance.

Monday 3rd December. This will be a club night, but there is an 
outside chance that we could have a talk night.

This takes us up to the Christmas and New Year celebrations, and no 
mention of the Christmas Dinner. I have a venue in mind and a guest 
in mind, but tying everything up with a 3 course dinner at a reasonable 
price is proving harder than usual. If you have attended our Christmas 
dinners on other years and you live outside of our catchment area 
I will email you with details if and when they become clear. To find 
another pub with a dining room for our numbers and who have a good 
reputation for their food has not been easy!

That’s all for this month, except to remind everyone that our meetings 
are on the first Monday of each month at the George and Dragon, 
Meaford Road, Stone ST15 0PX. All Minis and MINIs are welcome and 
the fun starts at around 7.30pm.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com

Suffolk Region

At our July meeting, Ted Sparrow brought along a friend, John Butcher, 
who had with him a very interesting Morris Mk 2 1275 S in Island 
blue and Snowberry white. John bought this Mini in an auction at 
Duxford earlier this year, having originally gone to look at a Mk1 S. This 
immediately took his attention as it had been in storage since 1983! In 
original paint, and apart from having two front wings replaced, no other 
welding has been done to the car. It was still shod with 145 tyres and 
had only 9,800 miles on the clock. We were all amazed by its originality, 
especially the paintwork and engine bay. We hope to see you with it 
again John. 

It was also pleasing to see Peter Drane on our September Sunday run 
proudly displaying his newly re-commissioned 1965 Downton Cooper 
on the road after a long period of storage. We'll done Peter a nice 
addition to our group of classics.

The next planned Sunday outing should be on Sunday 18th Nov. Our 
Christmas Dinner is on Tuesday 4th December at the Cherry Tree 
Woodbridge. 

Lined up at the airfield

Ready for the Off

Downton Modified Cooper S

Nick Hunter really enjoying the Downton S
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Ian MacPherson  
07749936274

Peter Drane's Downton Cooper

John Butcher’s Mk 2 
1275 Cooper S

Suffolk September Sunday Run
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WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious before 
purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL  
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose 
a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques 
should be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977. All 
traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

FOR SALE AND WANTEDFOR SALE AND WANTED
Parts for sale 

Carpet sets for sale

Complete 9 piece red Veltone carpet sets with sound proof backing. 
 
For Mini MKI, Cooper and Cooper S. Each set has a MKI heel mat 
attached and comes with floor clips plus separate black pads for 
underneath the seats. Also complete 9 piece black Veltone carpet sets 
with slightly thinner soundproofing. For MKII Cooper and Cooper S with 
MKII heel mat attached floor clips plus separate black pads for underneath 
the seats.

I also have rubber toe mats that stop your foot wearing out the carpet 
near the accelerator, plus MKI and MKII rubber heel mats that are sold 
separately to the 9 piece sets.

For any further information or to receive a sample please email: 
downtonbos@yahoo.co.uk or tel: 01970 617010/07974608333  or BAS 
on 01633 873664.  I am willing to ship worldwide.

MG Metro 1275 block, crank, cam and pistons - will almost certainly 
need a rebore etc £95. Taurus oil stat - never used £35. Pair of Hardy 
Spicer couplings - very good condition £95. Full set of front hubs, shafts, 
brake assembly etc from my 1971 Mini when I uprated the brakes to 
disc assemblies £75. 1.5 Deg Bottom Arms £15. Sir Alec Issigonis Model 
- sitting on a stool with design pad in hand with 'A' series engine in front. 
Ceramic Model made in Stoke on Trent. Superb Christmas present! I can 
send you a photo if interested £125. Original Workshop Manual - Blue 
Folder, 'BL' era £20. Race Suit - GA make - 38" chest, 3 layer - way out 
of date (2003) but ideal for Track Days which is all I used it for. Excellent 
condition £35. Offers considered on most items. Must be collected 
(Crewe area) or carriage paid by buyer please. Contact Dick Robinson on 
Tel number: 01270 589882  or email: robinson_r11@sky.com
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22
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■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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Rolling road tune
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Rebuilt auto is 
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world
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