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All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either  
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www.minispares.com

Cooling: Brightwork: 

The World’s Largest Suppliers of Spares for the Mini 

After 55 years of involvement with Mini parts Keith Dodd has 
left the running of the company to his family and employees 
who have worked in the business for many years. Keith was 
born in April 1947 and on leaving school in 1963 he started his 
career in the motor trade with H.A Saunders at Whetstone, 
London N20 purely as a part time job. H.A Saunders was later 
purchased by Mann Egerton, who were part of the Inchcape 
Group. 
His interest started straight away as the 997cc Cooper was being phased out and 
the 998cc introduced. Many owners and parts suppliers could not get to grips with 
the BMC parts lists change points, especially when some early 850cc and 997cc 
engines had oil fed primary gears and different gear sets subject to modifications 
by BMC. This is where his skill for recognising the defining features of other parts 
fitted and knowing the year of manufacture to ascertain the correct parts required 
made him renowned in the Mini world. He also became a recognised expert on the 
interchangeability of parts for upgrading or performance use. Owners of  Minis, 
whether road, race or track, all relied on his knowledge and he started the first 
Special Tuning distributorship in London. He founded Mini Spares in 1975 after 
Mann Egerton said they were not interested in opening a one-car specialist shop or 

division solely for the Mini - having worked for them for 10 years he gave them 
over a year to change their minds whilst he prepared for going alone. At that time 
Mann Egerton were the third largest parts suppliers of BMC/Leyland/and Rover 
parts in the UK, employing a staff of 35-40 people. Today Mini Spares employs 
50+ staff purely for the Mini! Mini Spares started in Bowes Road, Southgate 
selling parts, breaking a few Cooper S damaged cars sourced from Exchange and 
Mart and building performance engines and gearboxes to help subsidise the new 
parts business, before moving just up the road in 1981 to Friern Barnet Road. The 
present site at Potters Bar was opened in 1999 and the shop at Friern Barnet 
phased out and eventually sold in 2001. Harrogate was opened in 1995 and it 
relocated to larger premises in York July 2015. Mini Spares Midlands branch, 
which is run in conjunction with David Manners, opened 1996. 
Keith Dodd has been involved in all the parts design, remanufacture and quality 
control the company and his knowledge has been passed down to his exceptional 
staff, creating the largest and leading specialists in the world for Mini spare parts. 
The shops are run by trained counter staff as many customers still collect their 
orders in person, but today Mini Spares is primarily a mail order company. Of the 
190-5 countries in the world Mini Spares have shipped to over 122 at the last 
count showing how far worldwide the Mini has travelled. 

Since the introduction of the 5 speed gearbox 25 years ago sales have increased dramatically and it is Mini Spares 
intention to convert their much applauded, upgraded, helical 4 speed set into production as a 5 speed for next year. 
Whilst straight cut gears are cheaper to produce, the helical type can be made stronger using modern day technical 
advances with the correct helical cut angles on 2-3mm wider teeth. The drive gear or 4th gear on the laygear and the 
1st motion shaft are 3-4mm wider. 
This gear set was tested by Bill Richards in his 160hp 8 port engine under race conditions at Brands Hatch for 400 
laps. It has also been fitted to our white 1380cc show car it has received rave reviews for its ratios and quietness by 
everybody who has driven it including Bill and his race car.  
NB: Should be assembled by professional/gearbox specialist to make sure all gears are correctly in line as gearbox cases 
differ, plus baulk rings correctly spaced on gears. 

Already famous for its 8 port heads, Mini Spares’ new 
alloy 5 port heads (as per 12G1805 [12G940] casting 
shape) are causing a real stir. Both race and road spec. 
versions are available. Both are gas flowed, fitted with race 
quality valves, guides and large beryllium valve seats to 
eradicate cracking, heat treated (annealed) and pressure 
tested both before and after machining. The main 
advantages are reduced weight and better cooling. Brand 
new head castings are used as old castings are becoming 
rare and unsuitable for modification or reconditioning. 
Although looking original the valves are spaced further 
apart by virtue of the seats used. N.B. There is a 
possibility that the rocker gear might foul the rocker cover. 
A Mini Spares alloy cover, machined across the back, is 
available as FP24 If you have this problem. Push rods run 
at a slight angle so check clearance but no problems have 
been encountered so far. 
Both race and road spec. versions have 0.500 valve lift:  
C–AHT347 has 35.7mm inlet valves and 29.5mm exhaust. 
C-AHT347RACE has 37mm inlet valves and 31mm exhaust 
plus titanium top caps and EVO collets  
- see website for more information. 
 

Since the demise of Rover and Unipart as the original suppliers many parts are still packaged as ‘genuine’ by the companies who obtained their rights and stock. Some parts are old stock or from 
original suppliers, but some are re-sourced. Many parts are not what they used to be and the words “making profit only” comes to mind when all the expertise in parts quality is scarce. Mini Spares 
once again comes to the rescue by examining these parts and deciding what to stock and what to reject. Mini Spares tries to be completely transparent by giving verbal or web descriptions. That is 

why they are the Number One supplier and website for Mini owners buying parts or seeking information from highly knowledgable staff.

For FAST telephone mail order dial 01707 607700

Alloy Heads

Keith Dodd - 55 years involvement with the Mini

Evolution Helical Gear Kit 

Cooling: Brightwork: 

In natural alloy finish. 
This rocker cover has been 
machined inside to provide 
extra clearance should the  
five port head rockers foul  
      the existing rocker box. 

FP24 Rocker Cover

• Fully Gas Flowed 
• Race Quality Valves/Guides 
• Large Beryllium Valve Seats 
• Heat treated & Pressure Tested

Visit the official MiniSpares.com website for pictures, downloads, catalogues, current prices & special deals
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

November magazine – 1st October
December magazine – 1st November
January magazine – 1st December

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

4 | www.minicooper.org

Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
0045 9133 3068 
Competitions@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
The Beeches, Kiln Way, Grayshott, Hants. GU26 6JF 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Position vacant

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood
Andy Harrison 
Bill Richards
Nick Swift
Ray Cunningham
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against 
a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means 
accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may 
be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the 
public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices 
of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer  
the membership - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
The October issue of CooperWorld 

usually coincides with the end 
of the main outdoor summer show 
season and which is poignantly 
demonstrated by our Events Calendar 
having only four events listed, two of 
which are events that are actually to 
take place next year. However, I have 
no doubt we will see more events 
added to the calendar next month as 
dates are set and confirmed for 2019. 
If you are planning an event, or know 
of one that should be included in the 

calendar, then please email Justin Ridyard, our Events Co-ordinator, 
at: events@minicooper.org with details so that he can add the event 
to the calendar too.

Turning to what’s in store for you in this month’s packed bumper 
issue, and we stay with the events theme in that we have no less 
than six articles on different events. One of the articles covers an 
event of particular note and that is the ceremony that took place 
at the former Cooper Garage factory in Surbiton in mid-August 
relating to the installation of an English Heritage ‘Blue Plaque’ 
on the factory buildings. These plaques are usually installed on 
buildings in recognition of their historic connection with significant 
people who may have lived in them, but occasionally, they are 
also placed on buildings that are deemed to have a significant 
connection in other respects. The Cooper Car Company factory 
fits into this category, as the company has been recognised for 
its significant influence on both motor sport in particular and the 
British motor industry generally. Do therefore read this interesting 

article on the ceremony written by Peter Jackson, the Honorary 
President of the Cooper Car Club.

When you finish reading Peter’s article, stay in the events section 
of the magazine and carry on to read the other five articles there 
as they give an interesting insight into the variety of events which 
you can either get involved in or just be a spectator at. Sticking 
with events for just a bit longer, check out the Regional Reports 
section of the magazine too and read about the events which some 
of our members have attended or organised, be it a local run out 
or a BBQ. Perhaps you might be inspired to organise similar events 
within your own region and enjoy the company of like-minded 
people at the same time. 

Then, if you are looking to buy an interesting car, I would urge you 
to look at the ‘For Sale and Wanted’ section (if you haven’t already!) 
at the back of the magazine since we have five very interesting cars 
advertised for sale to suit all tastes - one or two of which I would 
really love to own, if only I had the space keep them!

Finally, I am really sorry to end on a sad note, but I was sad 
to learn that one of our honorary members had passed away 
suddenly, that being Barrie ‘Whizzo’ Williams. Barrie’s  good 
friend, Andy Harrison, was kind enough to put some words 
together about Barrie that give an insight into what sort of 
character he was for those of us that didn’t know him. He will be 
sadly missed and our thoughts go out to his family and friends at 
such a sad time for them. 

Paul Sulma 



have to consider increasing the price, as the months go by, should the 
pound against the Euro continue to slide downwards.

An advert appears in this issue of CooperWorld where expressions of 
interest are being sought. Entries for the forty places will be based on a 
first come first served basis when entries officially open on 1st December. 

I’m also pleased to announce that we have at last found a new 
Treasurer. Ian Hitchman has carried on manfully with this important 

role, battling with his own stressful job and family issues and we 
have been trying to find a suitable replacement for some time now. 
Our new Treasurer will be Nigel Oates who will be appointed at the 
next Committee meeting on 14th October. He takes over with the 
club in a good strong financial position, but one that needs to change 
the way we conduct our finances and Nigel has proposed several 
changes which I am sure we will implement. It only remains for me 
to thank Ian for steering the ship and carrying on when he really 
wanted to step aside, but didn’t, until we had found a replacement. 
Thank you Ian.

Finally this month, I read that it seems increasingly likely that 
the Government is all set to allow an increase in Ethanol into 

out fuel and that 97 octane fuel’s days are numbered. It defies 
comprehension, in my mind, that a responsible Government would 
even consider allowing even more of this horrible ethanol into our 
fuel - simply because the stuff eats rubber. Fuel with the ethanol 
will destroy rubber fuel lines, carburettor rubber seals and many 
things besides. The fire risk of a fuel line splitting, close to a very hot 
exhaust manifold, is obvious to a child but it seems the plight of the 
classic car owner is being ignored. Modern cars of course have fuel 
lines and seals that are unaffected by this nasty stuff but us classic 
car owners, with our old equipment, seem resigned to having to 
replace all of our fuel lines and rubber seals in the fuel system with 
compliant modern materials, or risk dire consequences. I know 
additives are available, which can alleviate this problem but they 
themselves are very expensive to use. The only other thing to do is 
to ensure that you don’t leave any fuel in the car for long periods. 
I feel the wholesale replacement of all hoses and seals are the only 
safe option. Thanks for that.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

I’m pleased to say that early plans for 
next year’s Minis to Ireland are taking 

shape well. We have booked all the hotels 
and the Wyllie family, over in Ireland, are 
now fitting an interesting and demanding 
route around those venues. This year 
we will be exploring the southern half of 
the country and staying in just two hotels 
along the route (apart from that is for the 
first and last night which by necessity have 
to be near the Rosslare ferry port because 
of the timing of the ferries). I know many 
entrants like the idea of spending two or 

more nights in one place, as it saves constantly packing up and lugging 
luggage around in the car, and it also gives the opportunity, for those 
who want a more relaxed time, to have a day off – can’t think why you 
would want to do that, but there we are. 

Our first night will be at the Riverside Park Hotel in Enniscorthy, 
north of Wexford. We then head to the south west and we will be 
staying in the Eccles Hotel in Glengarriff for two nights. This is a well 
known hotel to seasoned campaigners in Ireland and is right on the 
edge of Bantry Bay. This will allow us to explore the fabulous roads 
around the western peninsulars, regarded by many as some of the 
best motoring roads, with views to match, in Ireland. We then head 
eastwards to stay three nights at the Mount Wolseley Hotel in Tullow. 
This is reported to be a truly superb hotel. This will mean we will be 
exploring much new ground and it is hoped that many interesting new 
roads will be visited. For our last night we will again be staying at the 
comfortable Ferrycarrig Hotel in Wexford.

The main problem however with planning next year’s event is 
the potential cost of entry. Hotel prices in Ireland have escalated 
considerably recently and the prevailing exchange rate with the Euro 
continues to slide adversely, and I can only see that getting worse as 
the Brexit negotiations continue to hit the buffers. As most of you will 
know, these events are priced to make very little money for the club 
and are provided simply for the enjoyment of entrants. However, it is 
not appropriate that the club faces a loss for the enjoyment of those 
who enter, so it is indeed a very fine balance and with the Euro being so 
unpredictable, it is a difficult task. Nevertheless, a provisional entry fee 
will be announced next month but I feel we will, for obvious reasons, 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during August

NEW MEMBERS
Gary Powell, Southampton, Hampshire

Paul Brooke, Barooga, NSW, Australia

James Webber, Deeside, Deeside

John Birchwood, Liverpool, Merseyside

Yulin Li, Danbury, Essex

Neil & Jane Fox, Stoke on Trent , Staffordshire

John Alborough, Eye, Suffok

Stephen Reynolds, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire

Craig Fox, Blessington, Co. Wicklow

Pertti Myyrylainen, Otava, Etela-savo, Finland

Piers George, Rake, East Sussex

Andrew Giles, Aberfoyle, Stirlingshire

Alan Littlejohn, Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire

Stephen & Helen Vaughan, Chester, Cheshire

Andrew Dee, Timberland, Lincolnshire

Keith Murray, Enfield, Middlesex

Steve Raymond, Trowbridge, Wiltshire

Monica Evans, Taunton, Somerset

Andrew Griffith, Canterbury, Kent

Matthew Dobbs, Sandwich, Kent

Steve Merrow-Smith, Haywards Heath, West Sussex

Laurent Martineau, Poitiers, Vienne, France

David Macutkiewicz, Hitchin, Hertfordshire

Lee & Joanna Gooden, Bournemouth, Dorset

Richard Cooper, Swindon, Wilts

Graham Wright, Carluke, Lanarkshire

Stuart Budden, Didcot, Oxfordshire

Iain Barker, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA

Raymond Spiers, Folkestone, Kent



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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We are currently planning our display at the NEC this year and we hope 
to see many of you again this year. Don’t forget to book your tickets 
online, use discount code CSCMS18 for single saving of £5.50 per ticket 
and CFCMS18 for family ticket saving of £12.00. 

Also don’t forget to let me know about any events for the calendar for 
next year, email me on the address below. 

That’s all for this month!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
events@minicooper.org 

Don’t forget to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page. the page.

The Ham Sandwich Run was a 
great success again this year and 

you can read all about it elsewhere in 
CooperWorld thanks to Jack Ward who 
has written an article on it.

We have been very busy in the last few 
months and your help would really be 
appreciated. Is there anyone out there in 
the club that could be a candidate for the 
youth co-ordinator role? If you think you 
might be able to take on this important 
role then do come forward.

One other event we enjoyed during 
August was the Brands Hatch Mini festival. Thanks to the Kent gang 
for a great weekend. Sadly, in the fastest Mini in the World race Bill 
Richards’ car was badly damaged when he crashed into a broken 
down car, not long after putting in some tidy lap times. I am glad to 
say that although Bill was shaken he otherwise fine and no doubt will 
be back next year. You can be taken around a circuit by Bill in his two 
seater Mini in aid of the RNLI at various events during the year. If you 
fancy doing that then you can email Bill at bill@billrichardsracing.com 
and he will advise when and where. This is on my list to do next year 
(and for Annie). 

Another event on my to do list is the Cambridge Mini Chill. Again it 
looked to be a superb event after seeing the pictures and reports from 
members on social media. 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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*The exclusive club discount codes are only for club members use. The codes are valid for Saturday or Sunday Adult tickets and Saturday or Sunday Family tickets only when booked in advance. Family ticket gives access for 2 x adults and 
up to 3 x children (aged 5-15). Club discounts will be applied to on-the-door prices: Club Adult £24.50 (£30 on-the-door) and Club Family £68 (£80 on-the-door). Calls cost 13ppm plus standard network charges. Ticket prices include a free 
show guide. Advance tickets are only available until midnight on Thursday 8 November 2018. All bookings are subject to a single transaction fee of £1.95. All information correct at time of publishing, see website for more information. Don’t 

forget to hand your club voucher/ticket stub into your club stand at the show so they can benefi t from a commission.

THE UK’S 

BIGGEST & BEST 
CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW

9 –11 NOVEMBER 2018NEC BIRMINGHAM

NECCLASSICMOTORSHOW.COM CALL 0871 230 1088*
Headline Sponsor Offi cial Partners

BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW!
EXCLUSIVE CLUB DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON SATURDAY OR SUNDAY TICKETS*

SAVE £5.50 ON ADULT TICKETS* QUOTE: CSCMS18 SAVE £12 ON FAMILY TICKETS* QUOTE: CFCMS18

9 –11 NOVEMBER 2018NEC BIRMINGHAM

424962_CMS03_Club_Ad_Template_A5_Landscape_2018.indd   1 19/06/2018   10:14
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key 

Bold = National MCR event or  
Club stand.

Italics = Regionalz MCR event/attendance.

October 2018

Event: Off Peak Run 
Date: 21st-22nd October  
Location: Draycott in the Clay, Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire  
Contact: malcolmvoss@btinternet.com

November 2018

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 9th 11th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.
com/

January 2019

Event: Mini Cooper Register Hinton Firs 
Weekend 
Date: 25th to 29th January 
Location: Bournemouth  
Contact: Josh Bromage  
j-bromage@outlook.com

EVENTS

June 2019

Event: National Mini Day –  
Mini Cooper Register 
Event: 9th June 
Location: Bournemouth  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

We need a young member of the club 
to take on this important role to 

support, encourage and nurture younger 
members of the MCR as we recognised 

that they are the future of the club.
 

This is also a committee post and 
meetings take place five times a year.

 

If you think you might be able to 
fulfil this role then please contact the 

chairman Robert Young.

Vacancy
Youth Co-ordinator Minis to Ireland

20 September – 27 September 2019

Proposed Itinerary:

20th to 27th September 2019

Departing Fishguard Friday 20th September

One night - 20th - Wexford

Two nights - 21st and 22nd Glengarriff on Bantry Bay

Three nights - 23rd, 24th and 25th Tullow, Co. Carlow

One night - 26th - Wexford

Returning to Fishguard 27th September

Another stunning and interesting route is planned 
with renowned Irish hospitality. 

Entry fee, per car for two people, will include 
return ferry crossing, seven nights dinner, bed and 
breakfast in excellent hotels, light lunch en route 
and comprehensive roadbook and rally plates.

For all further details, including entry fee - see full 
advert in November CooperWorld. Entries will 
open 1st December on a first come first served 
basis - just 40 places available.

Secretary of the Meeting - Lesley Young - 
membership@minicooper.org 

Forward Notice







Mid Staffs Region Summer Tour 2018
By Pete Cresswell

EVENTS

A full entry of 40 cars was received for the Summer Tour held on 
Saturday 4th August 2018. On the day 39 took the starting flag – 

the one non-starter thought it was running on the Sunday! The field was 
an eclectic mix of marques, from a BMW 3.0CS to a VW Karmann Ghia 
and in between 9 Minis of various models. The Tour was organised by 
the Stone Classic Car Group, which incorporates the Mid Staffs Region 
of the MCR and two other car clubs, and was run in association with 
the MG Car Club Midland Centre who organised the MSA Certificate 
of Exemption. The entry fee included a breakfast at the George and 
Dragon start, morning coffee and biscuits, a light lunch and afternoon 
tea as well as the ‘Tulip Road book’ and Rally plate. This year the 156 
mile route returned to the Staffordshire Moorlands and Derbyshire 
Peak District, with a bit of East Cheshire thrown into the mix. Along 
the way there were three fords: two were small but needed some 
care as they were more of a gully and a bit rough. The third was the 
granddaddy of fords in the Peak District: the long and intimidating ford 
near Tissington, which has some ‘previous’ within the MCR from last 
year’s Off Peak Run!

Under cloudy skies, the first car set off on the 37.4 mile Stage 1 at 
9.00am, flagged off by Graham Harper who now owns a concours 
Wolseley Hornet but has a history steeped in rallying. He was 
responsible for modifying SBF 999, a 997 Cooper, for the 1962 Monte 
Carlo Rally. At just over a mile from the start, the first ford was 
encountered at Downs Banks, which despite the long hot dry summer, 
had enough water to make a splash! The route then wound its way 
across country taking in the many wooded byways and villages of 
Staffordshire’s farming lowlands and the second ford which was found 
at Great Gate. Again, there was water but the splash was somewhat 
limited by the rough road and stony bed of the ford. Then it was 
onward to Oakamoor and a climb up the road used by the Oakamoor 
Hillclimb Revival. The Oakamoor Hillclimb ran from 1905 to 1915 
and used the B5417 between the Cricketers Arms at Oakamoor and 
the Star Inn at Cotton. This road is now a major access route to Alton 
Towers, so the Revival uses a lane from the centre of the Village, 
starting at what was the Lord Nelson pub up a 1 in 5 climb before 
levelling out a little with the finish line 0.8 miles from the start. The 
road is a little rough in parts and without any barriers so the Revival 
runs as a demonstration similar to Kop Hill. 

After this piece of nostalgia, the route climbed up onto the Staffordshire 
Moorlands, and as height was gained the views got bigger, but it also 
got colder as those in open sports cars discovered! There were some 
concerns about the route from here being affected by the outbreaks of 
moorland fires, but luckily, on the day the route was not affected. The 
morning coffee stop was at the Three Horseshoes Inn at Blackshaw 
Moor near Leek, a welcome break after a fairly intensive route with 
more navigation than other stages of the day.

The sun had come out for the start of Stage 2 and the temperatures 
were climbing towards the usual 30+˚C of this year’s summer. 
Initially, the 39.1 mile stage followed the Dane Valley, and then 
along Wildboarclough to join the A537, better known as the 
Cat and Fiddle Road named after the pub on the 515m (1,690ft) 

summit. This road is notorious for being frequently closed by 
snow in the winter, and for the high number of incidents involving 
bikers, so much so, that it has (and many other roads in the Peak 
District) 50mph average speed cameras. After skirting around the 
south of Buxton the route started to feature some wooded roads 
with hairpin bends. The first was just after leaving the village of 
Cowdale. A run along the A6 and B6049 led through Miller’s Dale 
with its high viaducts which were part of the Midland Railway 
route from Derby to Manchester. The second hairpin was just 
outside Litton (although it was really a very acute right turn) then 
onto Cressbrook and a more traditional downhill hairpin in the 
woods. A mile and half later, the next hairpin, uphill this time was 
to the Monsal Head Hotel. Five miles further on and after passing 
through Ashford in the Water the road book noted a ‘Care - Sharp 
right, then hairpin left, over river, then climbs to sharp right’. The 
‘sharp rights’ were almost hairpins as well! After passing through 
Youlgreave, another 3miles led to Haddon Hall for a light lunch of 
soup and a roll, a dessert and tea or coffee.

After lunch Stage 3 was a 37 mile run to the afternoon tea stop at 
the Izaak Walton Hotel in Dovedale, where Lord Baden-Powell spent 
some time whilst writing ‘Scouting for Boys’. After passing through a 
rather busy Bakewell, the route went through the Chatsworth Estate 
and then at Beeley a left turn led to a climb through a pine forest 
plantation to a high level road that offered miles of almost straight 
roads. This allowed the route to bypass busy Matlock and Matlock 
Bath on the A6 and after passing through Crich, the home of the 
Tramway Museum, the A6 was joined for just a couple of hundred 
yards to cross the River Derwent before a fork left onto the road to 
Wirksworth. Wirksworth has an important place in literature, for here 
George Eliot was inspired by the town which became Snowfield in 
Adam Bede, and the Haarlem Mill was the inspiration for Mill on the 
Floss. If you have ever wondered where the phrase ‘red tape’ comes 
from? Well, Wirksworth is also famous for producing around 800miles 
of red tape ribbon each week.

Further on a minor road near Brassington had been closed when 
the route was surveyed, leading to some problems with the total 
distances in the road book. However, on the day it was supposed to 
be open, but signs showed it to be closed. Some took a chance and 
found it open so were able to follow the route; others followed the 
diversion signs which were ok for the first couple of junctions, but 
the next two turnings were not signed anymore, so those people got 
lost! The Road book though gave the locations of all the refreshment 
stops, so using the map in the Road book or a Satnav, they were 
able to reach the tea stop successfully. After Brassington, the route 
went through Bradbourne, one of 15 ‘Doubly Thankful’ villages in 
England and Wales, and the only one in Derbyshire. All the serving 
personnel from these villages returned from fighting in the First and 
Second World Wars. It was then a short run to the third ford – the 
Biggie! Near Tissington this ford is well used by Historic Rallies such 
as Le Jog, and many touring events. It is long and intimidating but has 
a cobbled bed and in the summer only two or three inches of water. 
Some missed it out, either because they had got lost in the diversion 
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The rally pack

Cress Brook hairpin On the road with Ken & Matt Jones
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EVENTS

a little earlier, or they didn’t fancy the challenge and took a longer but 
dry alternative route given in the Road book. Others took it gently 
hardly raising a ripple, while a few took the challenge of the Splash of 
the Day and really attacked it! Honours for ‘Splash of the Day’ were 
taken again this year by Ian and Carole Potter, but this time in their 
Mini Moke! After all this fun it was just a few miles to the afternoon 
tea stop at the Izaak Walton Hotel in Dovedale, where the tasty tea 
and scones, the stories of getting lost and the ford were the chat 
topics around the tables.

The final stage was the longest of the day, 43.6 miles to the finish. 
Soon the big views were left behind and the roads became more 
gentle if a bit narrow at times! After leaving Dovedale the route 
criss-crossed the River Dove and so alternated between Derbyshire 
and Staffordshire until Rocester was reached. At Ilam we crossed into 
Staffordshire, then at Mayfield back into Derbyshire and the country 
lanes through the delightful rural villages of Clifton and Snelston on 
the way to Rocester. On the outskirts here, back into Staffordshire for 
the rest of the tour.

Rocester is of course the home of JCB, the famous digger manufacturer, 
and the route passed the JCB Academy, then on the outskirts of 
the town the factory itself. The name ‘Rocester’ suggests a Roman 
connection and indeed there was a Roman fort built here in 69AD as an 
intermediate fort on the (unnamed) Roman Road between Derby and 
Newcastle under Lyme. 

The route bypassed Uttoxeter by using lanes through Stramshall and 
Bramshall and then picked up the Uttoxeter to Abbots Bromley road. 
After crossing the Causeway over the centre of Blithfield Reservoir, it 
was a few miles of country lanes across country to Stowe-by-Chartley 
(named after Chartley Castle where Mary, Queen of Scots was 
imprisoned). After passing Amerton Working Farm, the last of the lanes 
took you across to Milwich followed by a straightforward run back to 
Stone and the finish at the George and Dragon.

Each Rally pack contained a finisher’s draw ticket which they put into a 
box at the Finish. This also doubled up an easy way to check in at the 
last control. There were a number of prizes at the finish:

The ‘Car of the Tour’, which was chosen by one of the marshals at the 
start, went to the SAAB 96 2-Stroke of Mike and Norma Thompson. 
They won a gift voucher for Dapper Jack, who produce neckwear and 
headwear for ladies and gents.

The finisher’s prizes were based on Auto Glym cleaning products to 
help get the cars back to their usual pristine self! These were awarded 
as follows:

Peter Walker and Monica Delonge, MG Midget –  
Bottle of Super Resin polish.

Dave Blackhurst & David Bramhill, Morris Mini Cooper –  
Bottle of Active Insect Remover.

Charles and Patsie Jarman, MGB –  
Bottle of Body Shampoo and Conditioner.

The Mini entries (with those in bold entering as MCR members) were from:

Ken & Mathew Jones – 1966 Morris Cooper S
Ian & Carole Potter – 1967 Mini Moke
Peter & Alison Chadwick – 1969 Mini Cooper S
Neil & Jackie Preston – 1965 Austin Cooper S
Colin & Margaret Armit – 1998 Rover Mini Cooper
Simon Crudge & Robert Evans – 1964 Mini Super Delux
Nick Harding & Bev Jack – 1972 Clubman 1275GT
Mike & Sharon Lees – 1996 Rover Mini
Dave Blackhurst & David Bramhill – 1969 Morris Cooper
Other MCR entries were:
Dick Robinson & David Griffin – Ford RS Mexico
Nick & Lynne Hunter – Ford Escort 1300GT

So ended the 2018 Summer Tour, which despite a non-starter and one 
retirement, was a great event, run in near perfect summer weather, 
through some of the best countryside in the North Midlands and with 
great venues for refreshments. Now for 2019!

Pete Cresswell

Dave Blackhurst & Dave Bramill

Ian & Carol Potter Splashing in their Moke Mike & Sharon Lees
Nick Hunter in his Escort 1300GT 
negotiating Downs Bank ford

Nick Harnding & Bev
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A 4:45am start in the middle of August can mean only one thing; it’s 
time to head off on the long journey to Castle Combe and the 

MCR’s Coopers at Castle Combe track day.

For the first time in a long time, I was heading west on my own. I was 
hoping for an uneventful journey but as soon as I hit the M25 the signs 
said it was closed between junctions 25 and 24. So immediately I started 
planning an alternative route between the junctions, but I was more 
concerned with the extra time the diversion would add to my journey. 
Allowing 3¼ hours is tight for a planned 8:00am arrival at the circuit so I 
could do without a diversion. Undaunted I pressed on and sailed through 
junction 25, then junction 24 and continued westward. The weather 
forecast for the day was overcast but not rain, so I was a bit surprised 
when it started to drizzle around Reading. The next surprise was when 
I tried my wipers and nothing happened. Fortunately, it was very light 
and did not obscure my view of the road and I was able to continue. As 
I approached my regular stop for fuel at a Chippenham Supermarket, I 
notice an unusual sensation from the rear of the car. I thought it was the 
road surface but what it was would come to light later.

I turned into the circuit at 7:55am and headed for our traditional parking 
area on the grass area behind the Tavern Cafe but no one was there. A 
slow tour of the paddock found the MCR contingent parked right at the 
back. After heavy overnight rain the grassed area was waterlogged and 
unusable. So, it was hard standing this time and fortunate I’d brought my 
kneeling pad in case any work needed to be carried out.

With all the formalities completed, cars were lining up in the paddock for 
the first track session of the day and right on the stroke of 9:00am cars 
were filing out onto the damp circuit. As the cars filed out, the paddock 
marshals advised the drivers that, although the track was damp, they 
warned that in some places, especially in the braking areas, that there 
was standing water and thus this should be avoid where possible. With 
this in mind, the MCR members decided to wait until the track had dried, 
and headed off to the warmth of the cafe to enjoy a ‘Tavern’ breakfast.
By the time breakfast was over the track was showing signs of drying 
out, so we decided to go for it and lined up in the paddock for our first 

run. Over the years the BPMC paddock marshals have tried to let us 
have some Mini only sessions but, this year, with only 5 entries for the 
event that was not possible, so they tagged us on the back of 5 other 
cars for our first track session. Nick Stansmore in his BRG replica CCC 
Rover Cooper S lead the way, followed by Howard Taylor in his modified 
Mini, then James in his modified Mini, Bob Oliver in his Mk 3 S, then me 
accompanied by my son in law and finally, a modified Mini from BPMC. 
The pace was brisk, but well within the limits of the track. However, 
because it was still damp and a large puddle of standing water lay at the 
braking point for Camp Corner, it meant a much tighter line had to be 
taken through the corner than in the dry. Because of the slower pace I 
was able to observe the driving technique of the drivers ahead of me and 
reflect on some advice on how to take Camp Corner by a renowned 
Mini racing driver. Bob and James must have heard it too, because they 
were not braking or changing down approaching the corner. I tried it a 
few times in this track session but reverted to my normal technique for 
all the later sessions. I’m not that brave! 

When we returned to the paddock it was time for the customary 
check of the car; oil, water, brake fluid and the tyres. My son in law was 
checking the tyres when I heard a “What’s this”? He was pointing to a 
hexagonal screw protruding from the centre of the tread of the near side 
rear tyre. Where could it have come from? The only logical place could 
have been in the Paddock or the track. Or so I thought at the time. The 
consensus was it had to come out so I tried levering it out but it would 
not budge. I had to use an 8mm socket to remove it and, you’ve guessed 
it, with the very last turn, down went the tyre. My spare is a 145 on a 
standard 12” wheel a sort of ‘get you home’ thing and not really suitable 
for the track. So was my day done? No it wasn’t! Fortunately, Nick came 
to my aid and lent me one of his front road wheels that he had replaced 
for the track day with a pair of wheels shod with Avon A048s. Within 
15mins the car was ready for the next track session. 

Once again the paddock marshals put us out together for our next track 
session. Howard led the way and the pace was picking up now that the 
tack was nearly dry. On the third lap Howard experience a vibration from 
the back of the car and erring on the side of caution, slowed and returned 

Coopers at Castle Combe
By Graham Robinson

EVENTS

Howard Taylor leads Nick Stansmore through Quarry  4 Minis approaching the Esses chicaine

Howard Taylor finishes his last run of the day Bob Oliver’s Mk 3 S very stable through Quarry
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to the paddock. Bob and James came with video cameras fitted to their 
crash helmets and were swapping places to get some good footage of 
each other’s cars. It also showed Nick powering by and disappearing into 
the distance. For most of the session I followed Bob and noted how stable 
his car was, especially through the chicanes. Not an inch of roll. A hydro 
Mk 3 S handling so well? Impossible! It was only when we returned to the 
paddock at the end of the session I found out why - the addition of a rear 
anti roll bar. At this point, I also ought to mention that adjustments are 
made to the front caster and camber angles as well as to the rear toe-in, 
just in case someone reads this and slaps on a rear anti roll bar on their car 
thinking it will handle as well as Bob’s. Please don’t! It’s taken Bob many 
hours and lots of track days to get the car handling so well.

The morning sessions continued under leaden skies and moisture in the 
air gave the cars that little extra boost in performance. That ended our 
third all Mini track session of the morning and then it was lunch. 

The lunch break should be a time to relax and have a chat about each 
other’s cars, but for me I had to get my puncture repaired. I quickly 
asked around the paddock and a local tyre shop in Chippenham was 
recommended. As I was putting the jack and spare in the car, Kevin 
Robinson kindly offered to run me and my punctured tyre to the repair 
shop. For the complete ooh, ahh experience, you will have to read my 
Mk 2 Cooper Register report elsewhere in the magazine. As we were 
leaving John Kennedy drove up. John had decided not to enter this year 
but had come along to take some photos of the afternoon action. 

By the time Kevin and I returned with the puncture repaired, the 
afternoon track sessions were well under way. The sun was starting 
to come out and the conditions were just about perfect. Howard was 
still having concerns about the vibration from the back of his car. Over 
the lunch break he jacked up the rear and gave it a thorough check 
over but could not find anything wrong. One theory put forward was 
a resonance from the exhaust. Howard’s car is set up as a race car and 
devoid of any interior or sound deadening. Perhaps the rear seat and 
boot floor panels were vibrating in sympathy with the exhaust note? As 
long as it was not from the engine Howard decided to continue. 

The first all Mini track session of the afternoon would prove to be the 
last. We went out behind 5 BPMC member’s cars and I am pleased 
to report they were unable to lap us by the end of the session. A very 
enjoyable session and the pace was picking up too. I could tell as Bob 
and James were now braking approaching Camp Corner but still no sign 
of a change down. Camp Corner in 4th! Heroic! 

By the time the cars had cooled down from our 4th run of the day it 
was nearing 3:30pm and we all decided to call it a day as did just about 
everyone else in the paddock. So it was time to pack up and head home. 

So, many thanks to Bob, James, Nick, Howard, Kevin and John for a 
great day. I know we were down on numbers but it was really good 
fun. Rarely do I get the opportunity to participate in the Mini only track 
sessions so it was particularly special for me. Many thanks also to the 
MCR members that came along to spectate. 

I would also like to thank Bristol Pegasus Motor Club for inviting us to 
share their day and special thanks to the BPMC paddock marshalls for 
organising our Mini track sessions. 

Graham Robinson
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Lining up for the next Mini track session

Howard Taylor’s race dash

James Oliver and Nick Stansmore

Howard Taylor’s race replica

James Oliver powers through Camp Corner
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By Jack Ward

EVENTS

The Ham Sandwich Run is a highly anticipated annual event in the 
Ward household. The three of us absolutely love this well organised 

event in Kent run by Justin and Annmarie Ridyard.

Our morning started at 9am where we loaded up the car with our ham 
sandwiches and refreshments, and left for the blast down the M20 to 
Barretts MINI followed by Tom and Liz Arthur in KOP. After a driver 
and navigator refuel thanks to McDonald’s breakfast, we were raring to 
go. We pulled into Barretts with the other cars waiting to start the run. 
32 cars in total signed up for the day of driving through country lanes of 
the Downs in the Garden of England.

The weather was perfect and after being handed our run packs and 
a bit of competitive banter, all the teams were ready to start. Then a 
quick photo and a wave of the chequered flag and the first car was off.

We quickly started and followed the tulip diagrams to the word and we 
soon passed the Triumph dealership which happened to be the answer 

to the first question. The nice thing with these runs is once you hit 
the country roads you have absolutely no idea where you are, you are 
completely reliant on the tulip diagrams and their accuracy.

Now driving in the car with Danielle navigating on these events is much 
like being at home with the constant nagging and orders shouted at 
me repeatedly, “slow down Jack” “next left Jack”...and when Danielle 
tells you to turn left you can guarantee that her left is actually right, 
but in the end she is always the one in the right. So, as I read the tulip 
diagrams out of the corner of my eye whist driving we continue on the 
first half of the run which is just over 50 miles.

The weather continued to be good to us as we drove through narrow 
country lanes with the windows down until we saw the brake lights of 
Minis. Oh no we bump into our first tractor and which is not to be our 
last. After a quick reverse we are back on our way in convoy which gets 
smaller and smaller due to misread tulip diagram errors until we are 
once again on our own again. 
 
This year Justin threw a bonus question in which was to find the 
exact spot on the route where he had taken a picture and recreate 
it ourselves. With my daughter Lily shouting “there it is” the brakes 
were slammed hard, and she had found it. We stopped for a quick 
picture to recreate the original and off we went with our bellies 
grumbling for food.

We pulled into Brogdale Market Farm for the lunchtime stop just after 
1pm and immediately parked up to eat our pack lunches. There is 
nothing worse than being stuck in a car with a hungry 7 year old who 
can also nag like her mother when she wants something. 

After lunch, we were invited on an informative and interesting tour 
around the Mad Cat Brewery; they supply many craft beers and 
ales to various establishments in Kent. Unfortunately, there was 
no tasting for me due to the driving. After the tour we visited the 
legendary butchers and with my wallet lighter we returned to the 
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Petra & Sean Sullivan at Barretts

Dean & Booby Edwards Tom & Liz in Kop (No David this year)
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car, but now with a box of meat in the boot we left for the final 
stretch of the run.

We left Brogdale Market Farm and headed west of Faversham, we 
encountered many more tractors and heavy farming equipment while 
navigating the North Downs of Kent with its picturesque scenery. 
With Lily now asleep in the back of the car we finally had some peace 
and quiet.

After another 40 miles of driving we pulled into the village of Detling as 
Lily awoke to Danielle shouting “there is the Cock House Inn” with a 
chuckle from Lily (for obvious reasons) we were finally at the finish point. 

After a drink in the beer garden the route master answer sheets were 
exchanged for marking. Justin went through the answers with the usual 
arguments and heckling about Justin’s correct answers being wrong 
(how many swings?). Now with the Answer sheets marked and counted 
they were given back to Justin for counting and prize giving. 

The Ham Sandwich shield was awarded to James Cameron and Matt 
Simms who did extremely well and only got one question wrong, 
congratulations! The Laid Back towels were awarded to the Southcot’s 
for doing extremely well at taking a wrong turn on the first instruction 
and continuing in a similar vein all day, all with a huge smile.

Overall a brilliant fun event with some lovely weather and company! 
A massive thank you to Justin and Annmarie for organising the run. A 
lot of work goes into these events, from the route drawing to the rally 
packs. Finally also, a big thanks you to the always hospitable Barretts 
MINI for having us in the morning.

Jack Ward
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Graham Robinson en rout Support car FMA at a check point

Some of the cars at the lunch stop

Shaun and Marie Gamage at the lunch stop

L-R winners of the Ham Sandwich Trophy – Matt Simm & James Cameron David Southcot, Laid Back Award – spirit of the event
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English Heritage honours former Cooper factory  
with a Blue Plaque Tour By Peter Jackson

EVENTS

Thursday the 16th August 2018 will be recorded as a signal day in 
the continuing life of the former Cooper Car Company factory in 

Hollyfield Road, Surbiton.

The installation of an English Heritage Blue Plaque is the culmination 
of several years of behind the scenes, quiet but determined activity 
by members of the Cooper Car Club which had already resulted in a 
Transport Trust Red Wheel Plaque being installed on the official address/
showroom corner building. This was followed by the whole factory 
site, including the iconic curved frontage, being given Grade11 Listed 
Building status by Historic England.

It is believed that no other racing car manufacturer has been recognised 
by such prestigious awards. But it must be noted that at its prime, 
Cooper were the World's largest racing car manufacturer and that it 
all emanated from a very modest suburban workshop, with at most 35 
employees, and winning two consecutive GP World Championships. So 
these wonderful awards are by no means unworthy. 

The first Cooper racing car was built on the site then consisting of a 
collection of various interconnected sheds in 1946, and Fred Griffiths, 
who helped Charles Cooper and son John construct this car, was 
present to see John's own son Mike, officially unveil the Blue Plaque, 
under the watchful eye of sister Sally to make sure that he pulled the 
correct cord at the correct time which he did.

The proceedings were opened by Martin Daunton, the Deputy 
Chairman of the Blue Plaques Panel who, after welcoming everyone, 
explained the purpose of the scheme and how the strict eligibility 
requirements mean that only the most worthy cases are even 
considered for a plaque. Supporting Martin were Howard Spencer, 

Senior Historian and Cathy Power who, advised by Debbie 
Dawson, the Cooper Car Club’s Hon. Secretary, managed the event 
organisation, and kept the crowd of some 70 guests, in good order 
whilst PR matters were in the capable hands of Emma Gough.

Martin also outlined some of Cooper's many achievements, including 
the F1 GP World Championships in 1959 and 1960, and the permanent 
and influential effect their successful rear engine design has had on 
present F1 car design, not to mention the contribution to Britain 
remaining pre-eminent in world class motorsport. Martin additionally 
mentioned that the Mini Cooper was also born at Hollyfield Road and 
later achieved immortality as the (in)-famously robbed winners of the 
Monte Carlo Rally, but also later as the three getaway cars in the superb 
film The Italian Job. 

Further speeches were also interesting and entertaining. Eddie Stait 
and Ray Rowe spoke about their life and times at the factory, which 
included some of the amusing things that went on despite, or perhaps 
because of, old Charlie and John each being 'blessed with a short fuse' 
as Eddie so very diplomatically put it. 

Anna Golding gave an account of her ebullient and mischievous late father 
Roy's enjoyment as Works Foreman and after formally thanking English 
Heritage, and before finally pulling the unveiling cord, Mike Cooper 
recalled more of Cooper's outstanding successes and also shared some 
of his boyhood memories, including getting under the feet of the chaps in 
the factory who were in full swing building GP winning racing cars. 

Guests included former employees Mike Barney, Ray Rowe, Vivienne 
Kitson for Terry, Clive Walton, Eddie Stait, Tony Robinson, Reg James 
and Charlie Newton-Darby, for Colin.
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Various organisations closely involved with Coopers at the 
forefront of present historic racing included, Brian Jolliffe 
representing the Historic Grand Prix Cars Association, Tony Mantle 
of Climax Engine Services, Duncan Rabagliati for the Formula 
Junior Historic Racing Association and the 500 Owners Association, 
and representing the Transport Trust was Mike Lunch. The Cooper 
Car Club was represented by Chris and Debbie Dawson, Tony 
Cotton and Peter Jackson.

After the formalities everyone gathered around the Cooper cars 
displayed on the forecourt which included: Jack Brabham's 1959 
World Championship winning T51 by Rod Jolley, who races the 
car as hard, if not harder than in period - so John Cooper told Rod 
after he had won at the first Goodwood Revival; a 1956 Bobtail 
Sports racing model by Bob Searles whose father Ron was Works 
Manager; David Baldock's astonishing 1947 T4 Sports car which 
was actually the 3rd Cooper ever made fascinated the audience, 
whilst Alex Lee brought along his Police Minivan complete with 
flashing blue light and Ian Legg's Minivan was resplendent in the 
Works livery of the period.

The day would not have been possible without the total and 
enthusiastic unstinting cooperation of Charles Ivey Ltd, the 
present owners of the site. Charles himself and owner Alvaro 
Crego have made an exceptional job of restoring and refurbishing 
the whole building and workshop to an amazingly high standard 
and could not do enough to welcome everyone. No door was 
closed to visitors and, of course, old Charlie's famous wood 

panelled office was a very popular destination. Perhaps not 
so popular was the now suicide door from the office corridor 
overlooking the workshop below; originally, this led onto a 
catwalk connecting to a mezzanine floor in the rafters, and maybe 
Alvaro might have to reinstate this storage area as his successful 
business continues to grow.

Charles Ivy Ltd is a very fitting custodian of the old Cooper factory, 
having first class racing credentials themselves putting up their own 
private entry Porsche which won against the factory team cars at 
Le Mans, no less. Their trophy cabinet reflects this achievement 
and more. And there is a Porsche connection to Cooper - a 
number of Bobtails were very successfully refitted in period in 
the USA with Porsche engines and transmissions, thus becoming 
known as 'Poopers'.

This very memorable day drew to a close in time honoured Cooper 
tradition, when many of those present adjourned to the adjacent 
Royal Oak, although this time via Ewell Road instead of quickly nipping 
in via the back door of the factory over the stream footbridge and 
straight into the pub. 

Peter Jackson - Hon President, Cooper Car Club

Photos by Chris Nichols 
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The Bo’ness Hillclimb and Revival Classic weekend
By Paul Devlin

The Bo’ness Hillclimb and Revival Classic weekend on 1st-2nd 
September combined historic hill climbing, road run and classic car 

show at Scotland’s oldest motorsport venue at Kinneil Estate. Revived 
by volunteers in 2007, the show has grown to include over 400 cars and 
this year over 20 Minis and variants took part. 

On Saturday morning, 60 cars set off from Bo'ness steam railway station 
for a 160 mile road run through the Scottish Borders. Kevin and Paul 
represented Minis with their 1968 rally Mk1 Cooper S and 1995 Cooper 
Monte Carlo alongside other marques from Aston Martin and Ferrari to 
Skoda and Saab. Sump guards played their part on some of the unclassified 
roads, but the organisers did a fantastic job in selecting a route with smooth 
tarmac, challenging gradients and breathtaking scenery. Stops at the 
Gordon Arms and Bo’ness station café gave a chance to meet the other 
entrants and sample the excellent steak pies and scones.

On Sunday, we were joined by four more members for the main show, 
Ian King’s Cooper Sport 500 and David Stuart’s Cooper RSP alongside 
two period rally replicas. New member Andrew Giles ‘borrowed’ 
his family Mini and has created an impressive 1990s rally replica while 

Richard Allen made his customary pilgrimage from the Lake District in his 
1963 Mk1 Britax Mini replica. During the day, the Mini Cooper Register 
was invited alongside Hillman Imps into the arena to show their cars in 
the arena. The Caledonian Mini club brought a further 6 Minis along and 
Triumph and Jaguar owners clubs deserve a mention, ensuring that there 
were almost every era of their marques represented. 

The hillclimb event ran throughout the weekend, with spectators able 
to wander in the pit area as well as watch from vantage points along 
the track. Getting so close to the sights and smells of historic racing 
had a few register members enquiring about how to get involved next 
year! With over 100 historic entries, Minis were well represented with 
10 competitive entries in the pre-1974 Mini class. Adam Forster (114) 
claimed 1st place in his 1293cc Wolseley Hornet in 33.87s with Neil 
Hopkinson (115) 2nd also under 34 seconds and David Smith 3rd in his 
1380cc Mini Marcos. Only a Porsche 911 RS and Austin Healy Sprite beat 
the top Mini times in the road car class with three single seater racing 
cars setting 30 second times (Lotus 61 FF1600, Lola T70, Chevron B25).

Paul Devlin

MCR stand (spot Ian’s microfiber cloth)

Hillclimb - Adam Forster (114) Wolseley 
and Neil Hopkinson (115) Mini

MCR stand 

Minis alongside rally Hillman Imps in the arena

Arena interview  
(match the tops with Minis)

Road Run - Ferrari v Mini

Hillclimb - Lola T70
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Silverstone Classic 20th - 22nd July
By Robert Clayson

EVENTS

Now in its 27th year, the Silverstone Classic is one of the largest and 
most popular historic festivals on the racing calendar, with races for 

15 different classes and demonstrations appearing on most of the days.

Qualifying takes place on Friday running into the early evening. A full 
programme of racing follows over the next two days. New for this year, 
and with the race running well into dusk on the Saturday evening, was 
for the Master Endurance Legends (sports cars that raced at Le Mans 
etc during the late 1990s and early 2000). This year was billed as ‘Tin 
Top Sunday’ featuring a number of races for saloon cars.

The Silverstone Classic is not only about racing. Lots of car clubs have 
displays, including ours, some are huge others small. Then there are the 
usual trade stands, auction, eateries, fun fare and the list goes on. After 
the racing on Friday and Saturday live music is on offer. 

The entry for Silverstone Classic is massive and it is split over two main 
paddock areas; the original paddock alongside the old start/ finish line 
and the ‘Wing’ the international paddock. As with most historic events, 
the paddock and pit garages are all open to enable one to get close to 
the cars. With the cars being assembled in the paddock prior to going 
out to race, there’s a lot of noise and atmosphere.

Along with the Masters Endurance Legends there were races for, FIA 
Masters Formula One cars from 1972 through to 1983, Formula Junior 
1958-1963, Pre 61 Sports cars, Pre 1963 Historic Cars, Pre 1966 Grand 
Prix cars, Pre 1966 Classic GT Cars, FIA Masters Historic Sports cars and 
the HSCC Road Sports from cars from 1947 through to 1979. Most of 
the races had very full grids.

The Cooper name appeared in several of the races in both single seater 
and sports cars guise, also an Ogle competed in the pre 63GT race 
in the hands of Nicholas James and another one also appeared in the 
Classic GT race with Mark Burnett and Nick Swift at the wheel.

There were four races for saloon/touring cars, three of which featured 
Minis or Mini derivatives. The JET Super Touring Cars was the one 
non-Mini race; the entry contained cars from Honda, Alfa, BMW, Ford, 
Mazda, Audi and more. The cars raced on both Saturday and Sunday.
The races featuring Minis had practise on Friday and racing on Sunday. 

First race up was the Gallet Trophy for Under 2 Litre Touring Cars 
(U2TC). Qualifying was held late morning on Friday. A good grid of 
some 34 cars appeared for this race, though the entry was dominated 
by various Cortina models and Minis, whilst the remainder were three 
Alfa Romeo’s and a pair of BMW 1800’s. In all there were 14 Minis. 
As a result of qualifying we saw the Cortina of Andy Wolfe which he 
was sharing with touring car ace Rob Huff, on pole followed by the 
Alfa Romeo of Andrew and Maxim Banks with Steve Soper in another 
Cortina in third. First Mini up was Endaf Owens in 14th then in 16th 
the shared car of Ian Curley and Bill Sollis. The race on Sunday was 
50 minutes with a mandatory pit stop, either for a change of drivers 
or where the solo driver was stopped for a short period, equivalent 
to a driver change. So, at the end of 50 minutes racing the leaders 
had covered some 20 laps, the first Mini home was Endaf Owens in 
8th position and then the car of Kane Austin in 12th. Overall the race 
was won by Rob Huff and Andy Wolf in the Cortina, next up was the 
Andrew and Maxim Banks Alfa and then it was another Cortina, that of 
Neil Brown and Richard Dutton.

Next race was billed as the Historic Touring Car Challenge (HTCC) 
with the Tony Dron Trophy. Featuring a quite diverse selection of cars 

The Ogle of Nicholas James

The Ogle of Mark Burnett and Nick Swift

A rear view of Jason Brooks/Michael Caines’ 1275GT

Jason Brooks/Michael Caine
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the earliest being a 1965 BMW 2002 through to a Ford Sierra RS500 
from 1989. Over this lengthy period time touring cars ran in a number 
of championships all too different rules. We had group 1, 1A, 2 and A, 
hence the race was a real mixture with the usual staple fayre of Ford 
Capris and Rover SD1’s along with BMW’s, Jaguars, Alfa’s, Camaros, 
Escorts and Golfs. Not forgetting to mention two 1275 GTs, there 
was the familiar car of Mark Burnett along with a car shared by Jason 
Brooks and Michael Caine. With 47 cars taking part, qualifying was 
going to be a busy affair and having the option of two drivers both of 
whom had to qualify. At the end of the session of 30 minutes on pole 
was the BMW M3 of Nick and Harry Whale, and in second was the 
Ford Sierra Cosworth of Julian Thomas and Callum Lockie with the 
Jaguar XJ12C of Paul Pochciol and James Hanson in third. The car of 
Jason Brookes and Michael Caine ended up 32nd and Mark Burnett 
in 36th. Sunday’s race was over 45 minutes again with compulsory 
pit stops. The Sierra of Julian Thomas and Callum Lockie expired on 
the first lap. The 1275 GTs both finished the race with Mark Burnett 
in 24th place and winning his class as well, Jason Brooks and Michael 
Caine who ended up in 27thposition. The race over all was won by 
Nick and Harry Whale in their BMW with Mark Smith and Arran 
Moulton-Smith in another BMW M3 in second and third it was Ric 
Wood in his Ford Capri.

The next race to feature Minis was the Transatlantic Trophy for Pre 
1966 Touring Cars and it had a huge entry of 52 cars; Mustangs, 
Falcons, Galaxies and others making up the entry from the other side of 
the Atlantic. Our side of the pond included naturally enough, Minis (19 
of them!) along with Cortinas and BMW’s. This was the final qualifying 
of Friday starting at six thirty in the evening. As the afternoon moved 
on, the skies had become very dark and it started raining at the end of 
the previous session, and by the time the cars came out the track was 
awash and it continued raining for the 30 minute session. By the time 
the flag came out we had the Falcon of Trevor Buckley and Rob Huff on 
pole followed by Mike Gardiner and Andy Wolfe in their Falcon Sprint, 
then Ambrogio Perfetti and Oscar Rovelli third in their Cortina. The 
first Mini up was 4th and that was Chris Middleshurst and in 7th and 8th 
Nick Swift and Endaf Owens. Sunday’s race was over 45 minutes and 
again with pit stops. With a dry track and under sunshine the American 
muscle was going to win through taking the top six places with Mike 
Gardiner and Andy Wolfe winning in their Falcon. Next up were two 
Mustangs, that of Craig Davies and the shared car of James Thrope 
and Sean McInerney. First Minis home were the Nick Swift car in 14th 
and the shared car of Ian Curley and Bill Sollis in 16th. A great race to 
conclude the on track activity.

It is sometimes difficult to decide what to do at this event and no doubt 
I will have missed things!

Robert Clayson

Mini 3 Cortina 1 around Village Corner

Endaf Owens Ian Curley and Bill Sollis before the race

Three Minis Three Mustangs

A Mustang, Mini and Cortina battle

Close racing – Endaf Owens, Nick Swift and Chris Middlehurst
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Harry Kallstrom
By Peter Barker

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

One of BMC UK’s guest drivers during the Mini Cooper rally 
years was Harry ‘Sputnik’ Kallstrom, the Swedish National Rally 

Champion six times; three of those wins being gained in Mini Coopers. 
He looked back at his career when I visited and interviewed him in 
2007 for MiniWorld magazine.

“My father, Gunnar Kallstrom, introduced me to rallying. He was the very 
first Swedish Rally Champion in 1952, driving for Volkswagen – the VW 
Beetle was a competitive rally car in those days! When I was old enough 
to get my license in 1957, he taught me how to drive and then to drive 
in rallies. He told me that when I beat him in a rally he would retire, and 
so I went to a local rally with him and we competed against each other. 
I finished 3rd equal with the great Erik Carlsson and he finished 12th. 
He was true to his word and retired after that event, handing me the 
contract to drive for Volkswagen, so I was a Works driver from a very 
young age. I was nicknamed ‘Sputnik’ after the Soviet satellite which was 
also launched in 1957.

I spent six years rallying with Volkswagen and won the Swedish Rally 
Championship in 1959, 1960 and 1963. I also entered the 1963 RAC 
Rally of Great Britain in a VW 1500 finishing 2nd behind Tom Trana. The 
RAC was a fantastic rally, no pace notes allowed and no practicing was 
permitted, so it was just driven on sight and instinct. I loved it.

Then in 1964 I had a call from Bosse Elmhorn who was the boss of 
BMC Sweden’s Competition Department which ran its racing and 
rallying efforts in my country.Would I like to test the new Mini Cooper 
S 1275, he asked? Well, of course I would! I tried it and it was fantastic, 
easily the best rally car I ever drove. I did not use left foot braking 
on the loose stages, but simply lifted off the power and turned into a 
corner, and that was enough to bring the back round.

I transferred from VW to BMC straightaway and entered my first rally. Just 
250 metres after the start of the first stage I came off at a corner: I had 
instinctively driven as though I was still in the VW and the Mini spun off the 
road! I was much more aware after that and completed the rally fine. We 
went so well in the Cooper S that I was both Swedish and Nordic Rally 
Champion in 1964 with the Mini. For the 1964 RAC Rally I was given a brand 
new BMC Competitions Department prepared Mini Cooper S. It was green 
and white and left hand drive (AGU 780B) and especially prepared for me. 
Navigator Ragnvald Haakansson and I set off with high hopes, but the car 
broke and we did not complete the rally. We also had the same car for the 
1965 Monte Carlo Rally and the 1965 Swedish Rally, but it did not complete 
either of those. Perhaps there is something unlucky about green cars!

For the 1965 RAC Rally I was given another Works Mini Cooper S (EJB 
55C), but that too retired and it was not until 1966 that I finally finished 
the RAC Rally, 2nd overall in a Works Mini Cooper S (JBL 494D) behind 
Bengt Soderstrom in a Ford Lotus Cortina. Back in Sweden I was Rally 
Champion once more in 1966 in a showroom standard Group 1 Mini 
Cooper S. My good friend, Picko Troberg, was also the winner in Group 

4 in his much modified Cooper S. Picko was an expert on ice racing and 
developed the first five speed gearbox for the Cooper S.

At the end of 1966 BMC Sweden quit racing and rallying, so I had to 
move on. My then co-driver was also the boss of Renault in Sweden 
so he got me a drive in a Renault 8 Gordini, a very potent rear wheel 
drive car. Following that I had two drives in a Fiat 127. The man from 
Fiat called his friend at Lancia and so I found myself driving the lovely 
Lancia Fulvia, a front wheel drive car like the Mini. I did the 1968 San 
Remo Rally as a test and would have won, but I stopped to help another 
Lancia crew and so Pauli Toivonen was 1st, in a Porsche 911.

My contract with Lancia was written after this event and I drove for them 
until 1972, becoming European Rally Champion in 1969 and winning the 
RAC Rally outright (at last) in 1969 and 1970. I continued professional 
driving with Datsun, renamed Nissan, until 1981 when I decided to quit. 
Pauli Toivonen’s son Henri overtook me during a special stage of the San 
Remo Rally and I decided there and then that I had gone far enough. I was 
too old and too scared to go any further with rallying!

My professional rally driving career lasted 24 years and at the finish I 
came full circle, overtaken by the son of a contemporary of mine, just 
as I had done to my father. It was a fitting finale. I drove lorries for a 
while and taught driving at a Scania driving school. Now I’m retired and 
living quietly. I only ever overturned two cars in my rally career; the VW 
Beetle and the Lancia Fulvia. The Mini Cooper S was easily the best car 
I drove: agile and sure-footed, it was a natural rally car.”

Peter Barker

Postscript: as Harry passed away less than two years after this interview 
was recorded, I was lucky to meet him. Harry’s wife Sonja (nee Lindgren), 
John Davenport and the Mini Club Seven of Sweden were all helpful in 
arranging and compiling this interview and should be thanked once more.

Harry and his navigator Ragnvald ‘Randy’ 
Haakansson setting off on the 1965 Monte

Harry’s car lined up in the 1964 RAC Rally which he 
won outright later in 1969 and 1970 but not in a Mini

Harry Kallstrom where he best felt at 
home in the driving seat of a rally car
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.
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Barrie Williams 

How sad to learn about the recent passing of our dear friend Barrie 
Williams. How sudden too after Beaulieu.

Whizzo was a real gentleman racing driver. We were good friends 
for many many years and we will miss him. He loved my ‘Barling 
Beauties’sausages.

A sad loss to our MCR. May he race in peace.
 
Philip Splett 

More on fuels 

Richard Pengelly's article on super fuels was well worth reading as I 
have found that my MINI runs far better on Shell V-Power. I never 
have, and never will, use supermarket fuel in any of my cars.

About three months ago a local boffin gave my two cars, one diesel one 
petrol, a Carbon Free treatment. You may know of this which consists 
of introducing hydrogen (from a generator in his van) into the intake 
manifold to burn off the carbon and monitoring it on his computer. 

Sounds like mumbo jumbo, but I can assure you it works, reducing 
the noise level and restoring the performance, and for £99 I thought 

well worthwhile. Its no good on low mileage engines as they should 
not need it.

Warwick Banks

The Wipers Run 

Having taken part this year on the Wipers Run and previously been 
on a Run to Reims, I must express my feelings on how fortunate 
the club is to have such dedicated organisers for these inexpensive 
events namely, Justin and Annemarie Ridyard.

Our Chairman sums it up exactly in making the point this sort of 
event gives us a chance to meet new friends and drive our cars 
exactly how they should be driven. This is certainly the best way 
forward without huge expense. 

I personally am not one to just sit in a field on a chair with my Mini. 
It is not a concourse car. It is used spiritedly in the right place, having 
participated in many track days as well as car runs.

We are looking forward to the next adventure in Europe, with Justin 
and Annemarie.

John Fielder 

LETTERS

It came as a huge shock to hear that my friend, team mate and men-
tor, had passed away during the Gooodwood Revival meeting and, 

as many of you are aware, I was racing in tribute to Whizzo’s long and 
wonderful motorsport career.

My race in the St. Mary’s Trophy race was emotional to say the least 
and the amount of friends, fellow competitors and spectators that came 
to pay their respects to Whizzo, through me, was truly amazing. And it 
just proved in what high regard Whizzo was held in people’s hearts.

Whizzo would pop in and see me and the lads at work whenever he 
was in the area and would take the time to talk to customers, staff and 
friends alike, and would always share a great story or two.

We were sharing 72 ACE in the Gold Cup at Oulton Park one time 
when Whizzo found out I was sleeping in the van “nonsense” he said 
“you are sleeping in the camper with me young Ace”. Well, what a 
night’s sleep I never had, ha ha such a laugh followed in the morning by 
the best breakfast ever made for me by such a top mate. We went on 
to take 4th o/a in a big grid, all down to Whizzo and a simply superb 
final stint.

He would phone me regarding all things in my life, family, racing or 
work, and he always took an interest in what I was up to. Whizzo 
also took time to nurture my driving and I was all ears whenever he 
discussed a circuit or a way of setting a car up.

You could never walk far with Whizzo in a paddock and it would take 
forever just to sign on as he knew everybody.

Whizzo my friend, you stole the headlines at The Goodwood Revival as 
the Duke of Richmond read out the most heart warming speech I have 
ever heard regarding a driver, which made me very proud and emotional. 
I consider having got to know you as an absolute honour and I truly am 
grateful to you for taking me, just a lad from Bradford, under your wing.

In memory of Barrie ‘Whizzo’ Williams 
1938 – 2018

With tears in my eyes writing this I will miss you, but I certainly will 
never forget you...

God Bless you Whizzo from the man who you nicknamed the Ace.

Andy ‘Ace’ Harrison
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Solway Coast 4th Round of HRCR Mini Sport Mini Cup 
By Mini Girls Rally Team

COMPETITION

to do was to transfer Heidi’s seat from the Proton to the Mini. It sounds 
like an easy thing to do but it isn’t. Certainly not in a Mini! Scrutineering 
late Saturday afternoon and once again no problems and the car passed 
with flying colours.

Sunday morning, Mini Girls Rally Team car was number16! Rally time, 
and there was a great atmosphere between the competitors as always. 
15 Minis in total were to compete - not as many as usual but still a good 
turnout of the special car we all love.

Pre rally advice was that it was extremely slippery in places under over 
hanging trees, and to watch the gravel sections. So off we went and the 
advice was correct, oh boy! It was like driving on wet ice! The stages 
were only short but challenging. Three stages clear and back to service. 
No problems with the Mini, but Heidi and I were overheating and 
happy to get to service in one piece! 

Lying in 2nd place was Team Mini Sport team mates John Cressey/
Martin Cressey until they were forced into early retirement at the end 
of Stage 3 with a broken bottom pulley. Despite the team’s best efforts, 
time between Stages was not on their side and the issue couldn’t be 
solved. To prevent the risk of any unnecessary damage to the crank, 
John and Martin regrettably had to call it a day.

Ian Clare/Antony Elkes broke a drive shaft on Stage 3, resulting in a 
tow back to the service area. Ian and Ant’s team worked frantically 
to fix the issue and get the boys back out ready for Stage 4. But then 
they suffered a failed differential that ended their event.

So back out we went, Stage 4 and we had a big moment on a section 
that changed from tar to gravel surface and I thought we were going 
to hit something or go off! But after a small fight we were pointing in 

Dundrennan Military base Solway coast Scotland, is the closest event 
to home with a return journey of only 460 miles and, of course, the 

return ferry from the Isle of Mull. 

I travelled to Dundrennan on Friday as Heidi was competing on 
Saturday in the National B event with her husband Chris in their 
Proton. Unfortunately, they only managed two stages due to a 
mechanical problem, or as Heidi would put it! “The Proton has 
decided to have a day off!”

So, we had a leisurely day and caught up with other competitors, Dad 
and Lewis arrived just after lunch with the Mini after collecting it from 
Mini Sport where it had been prepared for the event. The only thing left 
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COMPETITION

the right direction! “That was close” I believe I said, or words to 
that effect! “It was nothing, Focus!” said Heidi, jokingly; she also said 
“You’re such a drama queen!” Well, it was a moment but we always 
see the funny side….once we get to the other side of a moment!

With Ian and Antony out of the event, and with John and Martin 
Cressey also out, we had the chance of a good result if we could get 
to the end. We had another moment on stage 5 were I overshot a 
hairpin! Oops! We got back to service after stage 6 and again the Mini 
was just fine! The service crew gave the Mini a quick check and refuel 
and we refuelled with fruit pastels and away we went singing! Yes, 
singing! I think the marshals thought we had lost the plot! Well, what 
is the point if you’re not enjoying yourself or helping someone else 
enjoy themselves!

The rest of the stages went great no real problems and we finished. 
And to top what was yet again a fantastic weekend our result was 1st 
in MC4 Open Class and 10th O/A and we played our Joker which gave 
us maximum points on the event. And as if that couldn’t be topped, we 
have just discovered we are 2nd overall in the driver and co-driver points 
table for The HRCR Mini Sport Mini Cup! We are a Happy Team!!

Thank you to the team sponsors Mini Sport Ltd, TSL Ltd, Skyhook 
Helicopters, Mini Cooper Register, Alsop Transport, Tunnocks, Ingelas 
Island, and Mike Mcveigh.

Also a big thank you to Diddy Dave (Dad), Chris Woodcock and 
Lewis Peel for looking after the Mini and Crew.

Mini Girls Rally Team

Photos by Mini Sport Ltd
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British & Midland Hill Climb Championships 
Prescott Hill Climb - 1st 2nd September 2018 By Cliff Porter

COMPETITION

A car which attracted a lot of attention was a MG Metro 6R4 in 
Computervision colours. It was not what it seemed as it had a 
Mitsubishi engine, 2972cc. Watching it on the hill I think it was being 
developed as it had not been entered in any championship previously.

The entries, classes and the handicap. 

New Barn Championship (handicap time)

1993 Mini Cooper A Series, 1275cc – Dominic Moreland (64.43s) – 57.86s
1970 Austin Mini, 1330cc – Christopher Dee (58.11s) – 56.95s, personal best
2009 BMW Mini Cooper D, 1598cc – Debbie Woods (61.97s) - 61.43
2006 BMW John Cooper GP, 1600cc – Philip James (56.76s) - 53.78s
2003 Mini Cooper S BMW S, 1600cc – Charlotte Thurston (56.43s) - 55.82s

Classic saloons up to and including 1977 (handicap time)

1961 Austin Mini 1430cc – Andy Clarke (56.00s) – 55.41s, personal best
1960 Austin Mini 1460cc – Matt Clarke (52.24s) – 50.50s, personal best

Julian Harbour was in the up to 1400cc Modified series production cars 
class with his 1340cc Clubman A series – 51.65s, was a personal best! 
The record for this class is held by Martin Depper driving a 1400cc Mini 
Cooper S up the track to in 47.61s; achieved in June 2013. The course 
record is held by Jos Goodyear who drove a GWR Raptor Extreme up 
the hill in 35.51s in 2014.

Cliff Porter
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Cool nights with warm days during late August prepared me for an 
excellent week of competition. The two day meeting included the 

BOC New Barn Land Rover Specialists B licence Championship which 
had attracted 38 entries including 5 Minis in this handicap class. 

Saturday included practice for the Sunday classes with the New 
Barn Championship runs in the afternoon. Julian Harber with his 
Mini Clubman was entered in the up to 1400cc class of the Midland 
Hill Climb Championship. Allan McDonald was again in his Mini Evo 
Mitsubushi – 2400cc. Andy and Matt Clarke were in the Aldon Classic 
Championship handicap class.

Julian Harber off the line

A-series behind new series

Matt Clarke Andy Clarke 
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BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 
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Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
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In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
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bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Jacking Point Grommets Two Wheel Roof Racks to Works specification

Original Works unused Grill Mesh complete with new Radiator Muff and fittings

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm

Irvin full harness seat belt

Is it really? McDonald’s EVO Mini

MINI GP Christopher Dee Dominic Moreland
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MINI CHALLENGE - Brands Hatch Mini Festival
By David Young

COMPETITION

JCW Race 1

Weather Bright/Dry-20 Minutes

P1 Jordan Collard, drove the race of his life, keeping Ant Whorton-Eales 
at bay. This allowed him to focus on winning what should have been 
his second Victory of the year. Ant had his focus elsewhere on Nathan 
Harrison looking to pass with Henry Neal and Rob Smith all in contention. 
Henry had a great start from 8th on the grid to keep up with the leaders of 
the pack, he clocked his fasted lap of the race on the 11th lap. 

Yet another strike of bad luck for and ‘out of place’ Jordan Collard as 
the start line marshals caught him out as they formed up at the starting 
line. Consequently, his celebrations were cut short and his joy turned 
into annoyance as a mandatory 10-second penalty moved him down the 
ranks from 1st to 5th. It is as though he is watched by all, as he has had 
more than his fair share of post-race penalties this season, but rules are 
rules. That being said, I am glad he keeps on smiling. 

It was a great race for spectators, with car drivers ducking and diving 
to secure their position, and Henry Neal and Nathan Harrison having 

a battle for the podium. Little did they know about the post-race 
activities. Rob smith was promoted from 5th to 4th, whilst Jordan 
was bumped down to 5th. In the end it was Ant Whorton-Eales who 
collected points for the win, commending his rival “Jordan [who] drove 
superbly and deserved the win”. 

JCW Race 2

Weather Cloudy/Dry-20 Minutes 

The rain held out for the start of the second race for the JCW’s. The 
championship within reach for Ant with yet another trophy for his 
growing collection. The grid was made up of Ant Whorton-Eales and 
Nathan Harrison, followed by Henry Neal and Rob Smith on row 2 and 
Jordan Collard and Calum King on the next row. This was when the 
supporters caught wind of Jordan’s post-race penalty.

The lights went out and the cars bundled into Paddock Hill Bend, 
Henry went in too hot for cold tyres and lost the back of his car in 
a stylish drift. Unfortunately, the concept ‘third time lucky’ was not 
quite on the cards for Jordan Collard, as he was clipped and pushed 
into the gravel. With dry gravel he managed to escape, but his car 
suffered with its geometry awash for the race. Still, he wasn’t going 
down without a fight and a smile as he took the fastest lap of the race 
finishing down in 10th place. 

A slight intermission in the race excitement was had as the safety car 
was deployed to put Callum King’s car into a position of safety after his 
run in with the gravel trap. On the restart things got a little too ‘racy’, 
Nathan and Ant had a great time fighting it out for the lead, Nathan 
picked up some grass as he went sideways taking Rob Smith with him. 
This left Henry Neal and guest driver Dan Zelos (Dunlop JCW) to fight 
for the remaining space on the podium, whilst Ant drove off into the 
distance securing another race win. Then came the rain, not much 
initially but enough to cause a few moments of sideways action for the 
super-hot and sticky Dunlop slicks and the snappy rear end, even on its 
‘soft’ setting. 

A pit lane full of JCWs

Nathan Harrison 
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The restart had the cars lined up as they passed the line on the 
count back to the last full lap. Alas, behind the safety car for 3 
laps. The cars were released for what was the final lap, Ant again 
shot off into the lead follwed by yet another red flag. Time was 
called on the race as the rain was now in full force. The majority 
of the drivers were glad to see the end of an interrupted race. Ant 
with yet another win, Nathan with a P2 to keep his championship 
hopes narrowly alive, Dan Zelos with yet another podium; what a 
weekend for him! Jack Davidson another 4th place and Henry Neal, 
Sunoco driver of the weekend, for P5.

Jack Davidson was happy with 4th - his best this year, while Nathan had 
to settle for 5th. James Loukes had his best run of the season to finish 
8th after a very steady drive. 20 finishers and 6 DNFs. More action later 
after lunch and the grid walk.

JCW Race 3 – The Michael Walsh Memorial Trophy

Weather Rain/Wet -20 Minutes 

This was a very special race for the Mini Challenge family and Sussex 
Road and Race. Known as The Michael Walsh memorial trophy race in 
order to commemorate the life of a former team mechanic and joker. 
Michael, affectionately known as Spindle, was involved in a scooter 
accident early in the year. We were honoured to have his family with us 
to share his memory. 

The heavens shed a few tears for Michael, resulting in the cancelation of 
grid walk. It was a race of two halves and two red flags as the lowlight 
of the race; 5 laps for the first half and 4 for the second half. 25 cars 
made it to the start. A typical reversed grid for the first 6 places to 
keep the drivers on their toes. Ant down on the 3rd row of the grid 
with Lewis Brown on Pole, next to Nathan Harrison. Ant did what he 
is famous for, a superb start keeping his foot down as they all went into 
Paddock Hill Bend. 6th to 2nd in a flash, Nathan Harrison was in the 
lead until he slid a bit wide aquaplaning at Surtees letting Ant slide into 
the lead.

Jake De Haan had an extremely big off at Druids, taking a photographer 
and Marshall with him as he mounted the safety barrier. Hence the first 
red flag. It took a while to extract the car and take the casualties off to 
the medical centre for a check over. To the best of my knowledge no 
serious injuries just shock and bruises, though the Marshal may have 
suffered a leg injury.

Jordan Collard on his way to pole

Ant Whorton-Eales on the grid 

Jordan Collard leading Ant W-E Nathan 

Luke Caudle leading Will Neal



36 | www.minicooper.org

COMPETITION

Cooper S Race 1

Weather Light rain and Damp

It was lights to flag for Will Faircloigh with with Jono Davis’ car not 
ready to take to the grid, and a late night on the cards for the Exelr8 
team. Rob Austin tried but had a steady drive to finish 8 seconds adrift. 
Then came the rain, halfway through the race, with cars out on slicks 
it was the prime opportunity for a show of car contol. Unfortunately, 
on the 8th lap, Stuart McLaren took a gentle roll coming into paddock, 
the car went one way then the other edging onto the ‘Kitty litter’ and 
over he went. With only 4 minutes left on the clock the red flag was 
shown. Stuart was taken out of his car on a bodyboard with back pain. 
Fortunalty, it was just aches and pains, which is more than can be said 
for the R53. Suprisingly little damage with the rolling impact being on 
the top left windscreen pillar. 

Elsewhere on the track, Kevin Owen ‘call me number 8’, was having 
a great game of cat and mouse with Chloe Hewitt, changing places a 
number of times leaving a gap of just 0.6 seconds between them at the 
end. Samantha Bowler took a try at a bit of rally cross and beached at 
Clark Curve. Neil Brown was the only other finisher of their first race 
of the weekend. Tom Halliwell had a head gasket go, Andy Montgomery 
had fuel pump issues, Neil Brown had terminal engine/ clutch issues and 
Alan Lee went off in the rain. 

Cooper S Race 2

Weather Light rain and Damp

Sunday morning and the weatherman forcast rain at noon. 12:43 and 
there was a light drizzle that stayed for the rest of the day, full wets for 
all cars from this point. Jono Davis found himslef back on the grid albeit 
at the back, his car fixed and raring to go, fighting his way to the front 
would be a big ask under the track conditions. Even Stuart McLaren 
made it back out, having taken the windows down, removing the 

windscreen and hatch! He was determined to race after being given the 
all clear from the doctor; thank goodness for visors. 

Will was on pole this time out alongside Rob Austin, Kevin and Chloe 
were side by side ready for more action in P3 and P4 respectively. 
Sami Bowler and windowless Stuart Maclaren were up next, followed 
by Montgomery and Tom Halliwell with Alan Lee and Jono Davis 
completing the pack. Lights out and away they went in style with a fair 
amount of wheel spin; even after 2 green flag laps. 

Jono most certainly had the bit between his teeth and went from P7 to 
P3 on the 4th lap. He then had a great race with Rob Austin until the 
last lap (Lap 12) when he took P2 away from Rob. Chloe had a steady 
race more determined to take the race to Kevin Owen, until his car 
gave up the chase on the last lap. Leaving just 6 finishers.

Cooper S Race 3

Weather Rain and Wet

In true MINI CHALLEGE style race 3 gave way to the reverse grid. 
The first 5 places were reveresed, giving P1 to Tom Halliwell and 
P2 to Chloe Hewett. Rob Austin was along side Jono Davis, with 
Will Fairclough and Andy Montgomery hot on their tail. A small grid; 
down to just 9 cars as the rain continued to fall; was rounded of by a 
windowless Stuart Mclaren alongisde Sami with Alan Lee behind. 

Jono Davis had his eyes and throttle set on taking home a winners 
trophy this weekend,taking no time to pass the 4 in front. He took the 
lead and sped off into the distance; his car was faultless as he stretched 
his legs in a very controlled drive. Will Fairclough and Rob Austin were 
having a battle of wits until they came upon Alan Lee and Will used and 
ceased the opportunity to claim 2nd. 

Tom Halliwell was well down on power and decided to call time on his 
weekend on the 8th lap. The chequred flag was taken by Jono securing 
a 12 gap on Will Fairclough. All returned safely to the post-race Parc 
Ferme and a very wet podium presentation. 2 wins and a P2 for Will 
Fairclough, 2 P3’s and a P2 for Rob makes for an interesting challenge 
for the next 2 rounds!

Cooper Pro/Am Race 1

Weather Cloudy/ Dry 

Another eventful race for the festival weekend, 6 laps, a red flag, 
another 6 laps then finally the chequered flag. A fantastic start to the 
race for Richard Newman with Kyle close behind, Robbie Dalgleish 
dived in behind and they settled down to a steady race. Not so 
much luck was had by Simon Walton who had his car cut out on the 
grid. Despite his teams best efforts to fix the car and a delayed start 
he was not allowed to restart from the Pit lane as the race was well 
under way. 

Will Fairclough with yet another pole

Jono Brown P2 from back of grid

A very very wet Graham Hill Bend
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Someone elses car got a little too excited and had an ‘accident’ on the 
main straight, the race was red flaged to clear up the oil desposits. Kyle 
had just managed to pass Richard for P1 when the race was halted. On 
the restart, Richard Newman got his own back on Kyle passing both 
him and Robbie, but it only took one lap for Kyle to get back into the 
lead and there he stayed. 

In the Am Class Andy Godfrey was all over the restart, with Alex having 
less luck. This saw Alex clawing his way back to finish a strong P2 with Andy 
obtaining the win. Lee Pearce in his newly built R50 had a worthy P3. A great 
race with no real incidents apart from the red flag, just good clean racing.

Cooper Pro/Am Race 2

Weather Rain/Damp 

Rain in the air and a dry track presented a dilema for the teams in terms of 
the ‘right’ tyres to use. After the green flag lap, Mark Cornell thought wets 
were the answer, so he pulled into the pits changed tyres and started from 
the pit lane. Some of you will be thinking ‘not the right move’. After the 
start, Kyle shot off followed by Richard Newman and Toby Goodman but 
an excursion by James Goodall had the safety car out for 3 laps. Some took 
the chance with a brief reprise and pitted for tyre changes. 

After the safety car came in Mark Cornell took most of the field moving up 
the pecking order from P10 to P2 in just 4 laps. I think he made the right tyre 
choice. The run to chequered flag was the tightest I have ever witnessed; Kyle 
lost the lead to Mark going round Clark Curve but Kyle had the better run 
and stayed high to get P1 by just 0.013 seconds! The wonder of digital timing. 

In Am class, Andy Godfrey was having the time of his life being hounded 
by Lee Pearce and Adrian Norman, they took the podium with two 
DNFs for Alex Nevill and Emma Walsh. 

Cooper Pro/Am Race 3

Weather Rain/Wet

Could Kyle make it 3 out 3, could he strengthen his grip on the Sunoco 
Challenge and go to Florida? The reverse grid did him no favours with 
P5 for him. Toby Goodman scored Pole position alongside Richard 
Newman. Robbie Dalgleish and Mark Cornell tieing of the class. Am 
Class was doing it’s best to hold back Andy from his chance of 3 wins 
out of 3 by putting Neil Clark and Gary Papworth on their front row. 

The heavens still pouring down. Motor racing on Sunday in England 
what do you expect? The race was really down to whether or not you 
liked to slide the back end of your car and the drivers ability to stay 
in control. Standing water at Graham Hill bend saw a good few hairy 
moments. First Lap and Kyle was already in P2 having passed Robbie 
Dalgleish and Richard Newman going into Paddock Bend. Next up 
was Toby Goodman who was passed by Kyle on the next lap. Richard 
Newman and Robbie Dalgleish were having a good battle for P2 and 
P3, Simon Walton also tried to play, but the win was locked in for Kyle 
by nearly 4 seconds.

In Am class, Andy Godfrey was languishing down in P4 just trying to 
pass Lee Pierce, class winner, Gary Papworth P2 and Alex Nevill. He 
finally took Alex after a moment on the 11th lap. Andy went home with 
3 podiums 2 wins and a P3; not a bad haul for the weekend really. Kyle 
was as happy as can be with the trip to Florida on the horizon. Just 4 
races stand in his way, bring on Cadwell and Rockingham!

David Young

The rush to the line 

Kyle Reid making a splash 

Glad I did not have to call the winner 
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Cars under restoration

I’m pleased to say that two cars are 
well on the way to reappearing. 
The first is OBL 46F which was 
once owned by the late Norman 
Grimshaw – the one time collector 
of nearly all of the OBL Works 
Minis. The car was passed to Paul 
Stanworth a couple of years ago and 
Paul has been carefully researching 
this rather special car. He is building 
the recce car that John Handley and 
Paul Easter used on their attempt on 
the World Cup Rally, where history 
shows they retired quite early on 

when the Works Clubman XJB 308H blew a piston. Their recce 
car was unique in Abingdon history in that it was not painted red 
and white but was in a rather dull uninspiring Antelope – which is 
a posh word for beige!

Those who have seen the previous cars that Paul has put together 
will understand that the level of detail and high quality workmanship 
is never in question and this car, from what I have seen so far, follows 
that philosophy and I’m sure when it’s finished it will be a fine 
example of Abingdon’s craft and a credit to Paul.

Incidentally, Kelvin Sparrowhawk is at the same time crafting an 
exact replica of OBL 46F and that too is advancing, albeit at a 
slightly slower pace. Hopefully, before too long, we may be seeing 
both of these rather different Clubmans sitting next to each other 
at Beaulieu.

The second car which is now making good headway is LRX 829E, 
which Guy Smith has been putting off restoring for many years. 
This car, as many will know, was still very original but sadly very 
tired and in need of a good deal of sympathetic bodywork. Guy’s 
aim has been to retain as much of the original car as possible by 
patching and repairing rather than replacing panels. However, 
practical constraints have now come into play, laced with some 
common sense and although a great deal of the bodywork has 
been repaired, some panel replacement was indeed the only 
sensible thing for him to do – especially if the car is to last. 
Guy, of course, has amassed a great number of original parts to 
build into the car and I’m sure when the car appears, which will 
hopefully be next year sometime, he will screw it all together and 
it will look stunning.

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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OBL 46F in the snowy wastes on the World Cup recce

New Honorary members in action

Being competition car owners, all four of the new honorary 
members, that were appointed last month, have been in action 
and flying the MCR flag. Andy Harrison has been invited by the 
local Mayor to bring his car to a civic function in recognition of his 
achievement and that of his company in motorsport and he of course 
duly obliged and had tea and biscuits with the Lord Mayor. 

OBL 46F being wired by the electrician

Andy, the Mayor and bear!
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He was also recently involved in Bradford Classic 2018. It was run 
by a not for profit company to promote Bradford, in a new way, 
involving different locations around the city. Andy was asked to 
display some cars, so took along four; Barrie ‘Whizzo’ Williams' 
Cooper S 120 MNP, Andrew Jefferies' 72 ACE FIA Cooper S, 
Andy’s Land-crab and his single seater race car. It was a very 
accessible show which worked really well in the City Park and was 
well supported by local Mini enthusiasts that saw quite a turnout 
of lovely Minis.

Andy is also competing in the St Mary’s Trophy at the Goodwood 
Revival with Tony Jardine and his testing times have been very 
good. Also Goodwood bound is Nick Swift, regarded as the Mini 
man to beat around Goodwood and he too has been posting some 
impressive testing times as he tries to get the utmost from his 
Willow2 race Mini. Bill Richards has had less good fortune when he 
crashed heavily at Brands Hatch Mini Festival taking avoiding action of 
a car that had spun in front of him. The car was badly damaged and 
Bill suffered some bruising but all is well. All three gentlemen now 
have the MCR badge sewn onto their race overalls and are carrying 
our club logos on their competition cars. 

Finally, Ray Cunningham has been doing very well on the MiniSport 
Championship. It was the first time for him competing in Flanders 
where they finished with a great result with 1st overall in their class 
and 6th historic car plus the 1st foreign entrant – quite a haul! 

L333 EJB goes on the rollers

With my L333 EJB being prepared for the Minis to the Alps with 
its fresh engine after a nine year lay-up, we took part in the 
Kent Region’s Ham Sandwich run in August as a shakedown for 
everything. All went well except very heavy fuel consumption 
and an irritating oil leak around the timing cover area. The oil 
leak was traced to be a tiny pin hole on the canister attached to 
the timing chain cover that was fitted to these later cars. Neither 
a new nor a second hand one was available, so a timing cover 
sans canister is now fitted and all is well (the engine had enough 
breathers anyway). The over fuelling was to prove more difficult 
to cure. Being on the ancient Weber Alpha engine management 
system, that nobody seems able to touch these days, it was 
looking to be an insurmountable problem and I was facing trashing 
the entire system for a more modern user friendly ECU. I then 
discovered, through trawling the internet, a company in Grimsby 
called Dennis Vessey Ltd that said they still could play with 
Weber Alpha. A phone call to them gave me enough hope to load 
the car onto the trailer for the 250 mile hike to just short of the 
Humber Bridge. No promises were given but at least they had the 
equipment, a rolling road and the knowledge to at least have a go. 

Once on the rollers, it was soon obvious that the car was over 
fuelling over the entire rev range and frankly sounded not very 
nice. Now the fun began to try and connect the laptop to the 
ECU. Despite searching high and low, no suitable connector 
could be found, so it was back to trying to establish just why the 
engine was running so rich the old fashion way. All the numerous 
connectors were checked and double checked until the very 
capable mechanic thought that the water temperature sender 

was not really showing the correct resistance that it should for a 
warm engine. This was duly disconnected and the engine run up 
again on the rollers and eureka, it ran perfectly. The theory being 
that when it boiled itself silly, way back nine years ago, the sender 
must have been damaged. Disconnecting the sender made the 
ECU revert to a default position of thinking the car was running at 
90 degrees and fuelled the engine accordingly. Unfortunately, no 
replacement temperature sender was available from stock, so at 
the moment, although the car runs well, it is a bit difficult to keep 
going when it’s started from cold because the engine now thinks 
it’s nice and warm. On the final power run the lambda reading 
was spot on where it should be to be safe for high revs and the 
maximum advance reading just what he’d have expected for the 
tune of the engine. So, despite being unable to actually interrogate 
the ECU, it was obvious that the map was doing exactly what it 
should do. To say I was delighted was an understatement. The car 
was duly loaded back on the trailer - despite me being encouraged 
to drive the car up the road – I had no need, I knew it was right. 
I was away down south by lunchtime, a wonderful service that I 
have no hesitation in recommending. 

As an ironic post script, whilst removing the passenger seat, to 
adjust its position some days later (needing eight bolts to be 
undone!) there, tie wrapped to the underside of the seat's rear 
fixing channel was the Weber ECU connector. Fortunately, we 
hadn’t really needed it, but at least for future reference, I now 
know where it is!

Robert Young

A fine display at the Bradford Classic

L333 EJB strapped to the rollers to analyse its over fuelling problem.
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Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

Cast your mind back a year or several 
and you may recall the discovery of 
the red Enzo Ferrari Cooper S. Well, 
it seems that the red car was, after all, 
the light coloured Cooper S that Enzo 
is pictured exiting at some point. The 
car was featured in an Italian magazine 
called Ruoteclassiche and in one of the 
images silver paint is still clearly visible 
in the boot. Ferrari passed the car to 
his then chief test driver of production 
cars, Giuseppe Navone in 1970 and his 
son, Carlo, still owns the car.

Another car that shares the same dash 
panel as the Ferrari car is 704 JOM. I 

thought I had tracked the car down to a private museum in Antwerp 
but it had recently been sold on to a collector in Germany. I still remain 
hopeful that at some point I will be able to get some good pictures of it.

Two low mileage largely unrestored Cooper Ss have turned up for sale 
in the USA recently. The first is an early Tartan red/black Austin 1275 S 
built on the 31st August 1964 with only 26,187 miles ‘on the clock’ as 
we used to say. There were a few inconsistencies with the car though, 
such as, it was missing the PCV valve, had a Newton Commercial front 
parcel shelf liner, a replacement boot lid liner and a very shiny black 
roof when compared to the rest of the paintwork on the car, which 
looked a bit dull but it did seem to be a largely original car. It was on 
the US auction site Bring A Trailer and the good thing about that is 

Simon Wheatcroft

For a man, who liked his cars red, Enzo Ferrari preferred both of 
his Cooper Ss a very different colour – this is his 1071

You’ll have to take my word for it but this car still has silver paint 
in the boot along with what looks suspiciously like a Tartan red 
covering for the boot board!

they allow a seller to post an awful lot of good quality images which, of 
course, you can download for future reference. In this case there are 
114 photos showing pretty much everything you would want to see 
except, perhaps, some under body shots. At the time or writing the 

Low mileage Mk 1 S. The paint on the roof looks much fresher than 
the rest of the car although the seller claims it has not been resprayed

Just 26,187 miles from new so it does seems strange that it has 
acquired a Newton Commercial parcel shelf liner

Nice view of the engine bay – note the lack of a Tudor decal on 
the washer bottle which is how it should be. Quite why so many 
people have the urge to fit one I really don’t understand
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NPH 352D gets ready to leave its resting place of 40+ years

bidding was at US$35,000 with many expecting it to go rather higher 
although I don’t think it will reach the dizzy heights of US$236,500 that 
the ex-Paul McCartney Radford Mk 1 Cooper S sold for.

The second low mileage car was on ebay.com and thanks to David Ross 
for spotting it as it wasn’t on there for very long before an ‘off ebay’ deal 
was done. The car in question was a May 1966 built Morris in Old English 
white/black roof with a recorded 27,366 miles. It is rare to find a Morris 
Cooper in the US and this one was originally UK registered as NPH 352D 
but exported to the USA, reportedly in 1968. Although in one of the 
photos there was an item in a Halfords packet on the front parcel shelf with 
a decimal price label on it, so it may have been a few years later that it left 
these shores. For whatever reason it was barely used in the USA although 
the fact it was still right hand drive may have had something to do with it.

It certainly didn’t look as good as the red/black car but white cars 
rarely look their best after 40 plus years in storage and the deflated 
hydrolastic suspension didn’t improve the overall impression. It 
reportedly changed hands for around US$25,000.

I had an enquiry re the nut/bolt/washer combination fitted to the steering 
column bracket on a Mk 1 S. Someone had bought a bracket but hadn’t 
got the other parts with it and wanted to know what finish they should 

Not as tidy as the red Mk 1 S but still most of the right bits in the 
right place – and no Tudor decal!

Can you remember the days when Halfords actually sold proper car 
parts? Despite apparently being exported in 1968 the price tag on 
this is clearly 1971 or later; not that it really matters after 40+ years

Chrome plated bracket and Philidas nut, bolt and washer are correct 
for a Mk 1 S. This is an original unrestored 1964 car so check out the 
texture of the vinyl covering the lower dash rail – very different to 
what is available today.

Nice to see a colour shot of an early 1071 S in full flight, probably 
in the late 1960's judging by the early Group 5 arches
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around and with the same owner that Bob sold it to. It’s not the oldest 
car but certainly one of the oldest known to have survived).

After many years, and still with a love of the Mini, I decided to try 
and source another Mk1Cooper. You all know what a difficult task 
that is! However, in 2011 I purchased LLY 339D, a Mk1 998 Cooper 
on a well-known internet auction site and I won it at the reserve 
price of £4,000. The car as you might expect was a complete basket 
case, although it came with a Heritage certificate, original shell and 
original engine which had been poorly stripped and placed in several 
boxes. Many parts were missing including the interior (now put right 
thanks to the quality products available at Newton Commercial).

The previous owner did a great deal of research on the car’s history 
which is contained within a file. LLY 339D was first registered in April 

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this month’s report and, 
once again, the article is written by 
one of our members Bob Jamieson on 
his restoration of LLY 339D. So over 
to Bob;

When I was a 17-year-old apprentice 
working for Rolls-Royce, I purchased a 
1961 Mk1 997 Cooper, registration 655 
TOD for £600 in 1982. I sold the car 
for £725 pounds a couple of years later! 
It may be one of the oldest Coopers 
known to have survived and I think it’s 
now owned by a collector in Newcastle. 
(For those interested, the 997 car is still 

have. The answer is that the visible parts should all be chrome plated; the 
unseen nuts/bolts/washers that attach the bracket to the parcel shelf are 
just zinc plated. The chromed parts are hard to locate separate from a 
bracket, especially the nut which is known as a Philidas nut; this is a type 
of self-locking nut designed not to come loose in everyday use.

This month’s early car in competition use is an August 1963 built 
Austin 1071 S that was being rallied in colour – so many old rally 
photographs are in black and white. Sadly, I don’t have any details of 
the crew or event for this one.

That’s all this month.

Simon Wheatcroft
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1966 and was delivered to Hanley Garage Limited, Stoke -on -Trent. I am 
now the twelfth owner. The car has gone through extensive restoration, 
albeit very slowly in a home garage environment, with all of the 
limitations that come with a home workshop. I had the block bored out 
by 40 thou, professionally decked, new pistons supplied, and all of the 
rotating/reciprocating parts race balanced by a company at Brands Hatch. 
The original head was altered to allow for the use of unleaded fuel.

I restored every nut and bolt on the car including all of the rubber 
pipe work on the hydrolastic suspension. I built a pump to service 
the suspension based on a central heating system pressure tester.......
probably all best left for a separate article! 

My brief was to sympathetically restore the car back as close to 
factory finish without the luxury of a complete blank cheque book. 

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

I left you last time getting all emotional 
about EWA 172H, my own normally 
very reliable Mk 2S, and its 50th 
birthday on September 23rd. Well, I 
spoke to soon, as you all know classic 
cars always go wrong at the most 
inconvenient of times, and EWA is no 
exception!

To cut a long and frustrating story a 
little shorter, EWA appeared to 
blow its head gasket at the Oakamoor 
Hill climb at the end of July, and the 
symptoms though are quite interesting. 
After a spirited run up the hill (check 
out the link: www.youtube.com/

watch?v=WTXz5w8oz4s) I left the car to cool down before the 
next run. Returning a little later to warm things up before the next 

Nick Hunter

Whilst my career took a significant change in 1989 from hands on 
engineering within aviation, to now finding myself flying as a Captain 
with the world’s favourite airline. However, I did manage to re-
kindle some old skills! Engine build, fabrication and welding were all 
required to sort this project out. Having never sprayed a car before 
I decided to have a go. After a great deal of reading I developed a 
38-point checklist that was reliant on working in an environment 
requiring the correct humidity and temperature. My later developed 
knowledge on meteorology allowed me to work with Mother Nature 
to plan optimal spray dates/times within my homemade booth. 
Practical Classics magazine pointed me to the Apollo Spraymate, a 
HVLP machine that I used to spray an acid etch primer, high build 
cellulose primer and finally, cellulose of the original Island blue/Old 
English white colours. Whilst my finish is not a plastic glass finish, like 
the more modern 2 pack or now water-based paints delivered in 
professional booths under a controlled environment, I think the finish 
I have achieved probably represents very closely what BMC would 
have achieved in 1966! (Not bad for around 300 quid!)

The car was MOT’d in early May; unfortunately I had incorrectly 
inspected the original steering rack for play and therefore the 
inspector reluctantly failed the car on the rack. At least I wasn’t going 
to find any seized fixings on the arduous task of replacement. The 
prize after passing the MOT after 14 years on a SORN was driving 
“Lily” (named by our children) on this year’s London to Brighton run. 
Thankfully she didn’t miss a beat and blended in well, although I do 
believe her heritage was lost in the crowd! 

That’s all for this month.

Barbara Alexander
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run it would not turnover; it felt as if the starter was jammed solid. 
A second try had the engine turning over very slowly and eventually 
it fired up on three cylinders and would not run cleanly. After 30 
seconds or so it cleared itself, and although it then ran fine, I was 
obviously concerned and decided it was probably best not to have 
another run. A wisp of steam from the exhaust was another clue to 
the problem. Removing the spark plugs revealed a damp electrode in 
number two cylinder. Apparently, this is what the knowledgeable call 
‘hydraulic lock’, where water leaks into a cylinder which then cannot 
be compressed by the piston - not a pleasant scenario.

Back home, the head was removed, and as you can see from the 
photos, no. 2 pot was indeed quite soggy. The head gasket didn’t 
appear to be breached but the head was given a precautionary 
light skim due to evidence of a ‘hollow’ between number 2 and 3 

cylinders. With everything cleaned up, a new gasket installed and 
careful reassembly, it fired up cleanly and ran well. However, a few 
days later, with EWA needed for our local MCR ‘Region’s Summer 
Tour’, starting the car resulted in 3 cylinder running again. Pulling the 
plugs revealed, yes you guessed it, a wet electrode on number 2 plug. 
With that I shut the bonnet and took my hugely more reliable Ford 
Escort (I bet that gets edited out!) - (not this time! - Ed) for a great 
run around the Peak District.

The diagnosis ranged from a cracked head, which is bad enough, to 
possibly a cracked block, a nightmare scenario as the car still runs its 
original engine. I was a bit fed up by now and with our summer break 
just a few days away, I decided to leave alone until after the holiday.
On return I was a little more philosophical and went at the task 
resigned to the worst case scenario, so anything better than a 
cracked block would be a bonus. My good mate and fellow Mk 2 S 
owner, Dave Johnson, even offered his spare 12G940 11 stud head 
if I needed it, a kind gesture. Removing the head revealed the same 
water leak into number 2 cylinder again. A careful examination of the 
block and head face with a magnifying glass revealed no visible cracks, 
all a bit puzzling. The next step was to get the head pressure tested 
by our local machine shop. This is where my luck started to change, 
the head failed the test but not through a crack. The water was 
actually leaking out past one of the brass plugs in the head between 
No.2 and No.3 cylinder (see photo) and getting into No.2 cylinder 
bore. I’d not seen this before but was obviously relieved. I opted 
to have all the brass plugs changed and another ‘lick’ of the head to 
ensure everything was flat. So, a happy ending then? Well not quite, 
reassembly was straightforward enough right up until the point a head 
bolt snapped on the final torque up of the head! Of course it snapped 
off at the base of the nut so there was no way of removing it without 
splitting the head again, a little frustrating. So, armed with a third head 
gasket it was put back on with a full set of new head bolts just to be 
sure. It fired up fine and ran well, and, as I write this, I’ve driven a 
hundred miles or so with no recurrence of the problem, so fingers 
crossed I’ve sorted it. EWA may well still get a birthday cake!

To the Register, and very quiet it is at the moment, I guess everyone 
has just been enjoying their cars over the glorious summer. As the 
nights draw in, I suspect people will be planning the work to be done 
on their cars over the winter. Let me know what you’re up to and we 
can share it with fellow members (no head gasket stories though I’ve 
had enough of those!)
 
Until next time

Nick Hunter 

The evidence, clearly water getting into number 2 cylinder

The offending brass plug, water getting past this on pressure test 
into number 2 cylinder

Colourful language from your Registrar when this happened
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Cooper Mk 2 Register

It’s not often I get the opportunity to be self indulgent but here 
goes. There’s a saying “Out of adversity comes opportunity,” 
and so it did at this year’s MCR Coopers at Castle Combe in 
August. See my report on this event elsewhere in this issue of 
CooperWorld. If you have already read the report, then you 
will know I suffered a puncture early in the day. Whilst I was 
packing up my car to go to the tyre shop, Kevin Robinson offered 
to take me. At that time, I was not aware Kevin had come to 
the circuit in his Mk 2 until he pulled up behind my car in his 
Snowberry white Cooper, SCV 272G. If you have been reading 
my reports, you will know that Kevin, and his wife Samantha, 
completed a nut and bolt restoration of the car about 18 months 
ago. I said I couldn’t possibly put my wheel on the back seat of 
his car but Kevin insisted. Well, with an invitation like that how 
could I resist a ride in a newly restored Mk 2. From the moment 
I opened the passenger door, settled into the seat and put on 
the Kangol seatbelt, I had a Déjà Vu moment, with memories 
of my Snowberry white Mk 2 coming flooding back; the smell, 
the sounds, and the ride. Looking round the interior everything 
was just right, even the plastic heater. Kevin said his car was 
right on the change point and must be one of the first cars fitted 
with this later type heater. On the ride to and from the tyre 
shop there were plenty of ooohs and aaaaahs from me enjoying 
every moment. If there was a recording of my ride, you would 
be wondering what was going on. Many thanks to Kevin for his 
generosity and a real treat.

A new development for Jochen Wendel happened when he applied 
for a new Heritage Certificate. The certificate issued in 2001 
identified his car as a Mk 2 Morris Cooper so you can imagine his 
disbelief when the new certificate identified the chassis number as 
a Mk 2 Morris Cooper S. Many emails were exchanged between 
Jochen and BMIHT, but they were sure they had identified the car 
correctly. Up until now, I am sure many of you considered the 
Heritage Certificate as proof of a car’s originality. Well, this incident 
seems to put that in question which is very worrying. So, if anyone 
has information on Jochen’s car then please let me know.

Well that’s about it for this month.

Until next month.

Happy Coopering.

Graham Robinson 

Graham Robinson

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

I had an enquiry from one of our Mk 3 
owner across the pond regarding the 
Lucas C40 dynamo fitted to the Mk 3 S. 
As with many Lucas products, variations 
on the basic theme were available and, 
in this instance, it concerned the type 
of dynamo casing as the venerable C40 
came with a straight or stepped casing 
depending on the original application. 
On all the original Mk 3 Ss that I have 
seen they have been equipped with the 
straight casing. Some cars now will, of 
course, have had replacement items 
over the years and to be honest, it really 

isn’t the end of the world if yours now 
has a stepped casing.

Another Mk 3 S located way out west is that of Wiebe Meyer who 
lives in Canada. Wiebe, you may recall, bought a Glacier white 
example that had originally been sold in Switzerland. It was in need 
of plenty of attention in the bodywork department despite having 
probably covered only 66,000 km from new. Wiebe has been 
cracking on and the shell looks to be pretty much finished after a fair 
number of new panels.

Finally, this month a Mk 3 S that isn’t really a Mk 3 S. Looking at it you 
might be surprised to learn that the car started life as a 1275 GT and 

Simon Wheatcroft

Kevin Robinson’s Mk 2 (service vehicle) at Castle Combe 

A straight case C40 dynamo

Much front end panel work later and Wiebe’s car is coming 
together nicely
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Rover Cooper Register

While attending the Tewin Classic Car 
& Craft Show on 19th August, I was 
looking at MCR member Roger Long’s 
smart year 2000 Rover Cooper Sport 
and noticed a manufacturer’s name that 
I thought had disappeared long ago, but 
clearly hasn’t. 

Roger’s factory spec Mini was sporting 
‘Wipac’ headlamps which he assured 
me were the originals from the day 
his car had left the factory. This 
got me thinking; apart from a brief 
mention in my January 2016 report 
in CooperWorld, the topic of Rover 
Mini Cooper headlamps has hitherto 

received scant attention on these pages. Time then to take a closer 
look at this subject.

As my good friend and fellow registrar, Roger Hunt, is our resident 
RSP aficionado, I will let him explain the interesting origins of the 
headlamps, and more besides, of Rover’s 1990 commemorative 
RSP model. 

Depending on the availability of supply, Rover Minis and Mini 
Coopers were factory-fitted with either Lucas or Wipac sealed beam 
headlamps, but hopefully not one of each. Whichever one was the 
supplier, the lighting specification was identical, and hence the Rover 
part number was the same. If maintaining matched headlamp pairs 
is important to you, as it is for most car owners, it is always worth 
physically checking new headlamps before purchase, rather than 
assuming they must be identical because of the common part number. 

John Parnell

was used as a general runabout by Nik Vrotsos of Vortz Engineering. 
The car in question is HVW 10H, a Blaze coloured car that was 
looking rather sorry for itself the first time I saw it in the mid 1980s, 
following an all too close encounter with a Triumph Dolomite. Nik, 
at some point somehow, persuaded the local registration authority to 
register the GT as a Cooper S as he was a car producer, and got the 
chassis number prefix changed from XAD2 to XAD1, although it still 
had its original 1275GT commission number tag on it.

The accident damage was repaired and the car was acquired by 
Andrew Wildblood, a former MK 3 S Registrar. It was later bought 
by Phil Splett and I think it won a concours prize at a Beaulieu Mini 
Cooper Day before Phil sold it to an Austrian enthusiast around 1993 
where it was registered WB 930G. 

It changed hands in Austria about five years ago and was used as 
an historic rally car for a time, then a couple of years ago it was 
advertised on the Car & Classic website, perhaps surprisingly, still 
in right hand drive configuration. Out of the blue it popped up for 
sale at the Bonhams Beaulieu sale on September 1st where it was 
knocked down for £13,666 including fees which seems a bargain price 
these days for a Vortz car. Strangely, that part of its history wasn’t 
mentioned in the auction blurb, nor that it started life as 1275 GT!
 
That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

It has taken a lot of effort and Canadian $s for Wiebe to get his car 
this solid

HVW when I first saw it outside the Cooper Carponents premises

Classic rally look with Group 2 arches and boot mounted reverse light

HVW as presented in the recent Bonhams catalogue
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4. Under EU directives 76/756/EEC and ECE-R48, Germany 
was one of the first countries to introduce a requirement for 
automatic levelling headlamps in 1993. The official start date 
for this change is unclear, but logically, it could have been 1st 
January of that year. The first acknowledgement of the new 
specification in the Rover AKM 1217 parts microfiche was in 
September 1993. 

Commencing with the Mainstream model in September 1990, below 
is a tabulation of factory headlamp variations through to the end of 
production in October 2000.

Rover Part No. Comments  

GLU 104 Replaced by 13H 3471A from late 1990  
13H 3471A 60 / 45 watt RHD unit to VIN 134454
GLB 501 5 watt pilot light bulb
500929 Headlamp rim with dimple to VIN 134454
515218A Lucas inner finishing rim
BAU 2109A Wipac inner finishing rim
GLU 515 Lucas LHD P45T bulb type with pilot hole
GLB 410 45 / 40 watt white bulb
GLB 411 45 / 40 watt yellow bulb (France)
XBC 103410 Quadoptic LHD glass unit Germany 1993 on
27H 5981A Lucas LHD 60/45 watt replaces GLU 515
XBC 104430 Quadoptic RHD glass unit VIN 134455 on
XBC 103410 Quadoptic LHD glass unit VIN 134455 on
GLB 472 60/55 watt bulb for XBC 104430 & 103410
GLB 233 4 watt pilot light bulb for both the above.
DHF 100060 Headlamp rim without dimple VIN 134455 on

RHD = Right Hand Drive
LHD = Left Hand Drive

Registrar’s Comments

1. The 13H 3471A sealed beam headlamp was the most widely 
used unit across most UK vehicles from the mid 1960s and was 
the standard fitment on Minis from 1966 to 1996. Lucas seems to 
be the preferred choice but Wipac also made them and is equally 
listed in the parts microfiche. Most new replacement units of today 
appear to be unbranded, while some are made by Wagner the USA 
lighting brand of Federal-Mogul Motorparts. The matching sidelight 
(pilot light) bulb is the 5 watt GLB 501.

2. Although both the Lucas and Wipac sealed beam headlamp units 
above are interchangeable, the respective individual headlamp 
assemblies themselves do have some differences. Two notable ones 
are the inner finishing rim and the headlamp adjusters.

3. Most LHD headlamp fittings were designed for bulbs rather than 
being sealed beam. France was the only country in the world that 
had a legal requirement to fit and use yellow headlamps in its cars (a 
rule introduced in 1937). European Union conformity outlawed this 
for all cars first registered from 1993 onwards. Yellow lights are still 
compliant in France for cars registered before 1st January 1993.

A Lucas factory fitted 13H 3471A sealed beam unit
This genuine Rover 13H 3471A replacement unit is made by 
Wagner in the USA

Wipac announce their new H4 halogen Quadoptic headlamp in 
the 1980s
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RSP Cooper Register

When I first became a Mini owner 
in 1971/2, the first thing I wanted to 
do to my Mini was modify it in order 
to basically change it from standard. 
Nowadays, originality is the popular way 
forward for most people and that goes 
for RSPs and RSP S Pack car owners too. 
But there are still some owners that like 
to stamp their own mark on their Minis 
and I thought I'd show you just a few that 
look radically different from the standard 
RSPs most of us know. 

There are several modified cars on the 
RSP Register, including a Pearlescent 

black painted car and another RSP painted in plain white. I don't have 
photos of these two particular cars to share with you, but I do have 
photos here of four RSP cars one painted orange, another green and 
two blue ones. Each car effectively has the owner’s or past owners’ 
personalities stamped on them. I understand that the orange RSP is 
currently up for sale and the green one is being restored back to original 
specification. You will see from the photos that one of the blue RSPs in 
contrast is heavily modified in all areas including the installation of a twin 
cam engine. I would have loved to have owned a twin cam Mini in the 
past. All three cars look very good in their own way I must say. 

Roger Hunt

Wipac’s halogen-based Quadoptic light design was developed in the 
1970s and when combined with Philips’ all new H4 halogen bulb 
(GLB 472) in the 1980s, the result was an even more powerful light 
unit. It was these headlamps - specifically the XBC 103410 - that 
were also fitted to German spec production Minis in 1993. UK Minis 
would adopt the same headlamp system in RHD form with the 
commencement of MPi models from VIN 134455 in September 1996. 

5. A study of low mileage factory original MPi Minis has confirmed the 
exclusive use of Wipac Quadoptic headlamps on post 1996 cars. 

6. Owing to their higher 60 / 55 watt output, the recommended 
sidelight for Quadoptic halogen headlamps is the 4 watt bulb, GLB 233.

7. Although they upgraded to the same RHD Quadoptic lens and 
halogen bulbs as contemporary UK Minis, Japanese spec Minis and 
Mini Coopers were never fitted with automatic levelling headlamps.

8. The Lucas LHD sealed beam unit, 27H 5981A, superseded the 
GLU 515 bulb unit in mid 1998.

9. At the risk of stating the obvious, RHD headlamps dip to the left 
and LHD headlamps dip to the right. Identifying which is which is 
usually indicated on the lens glass itself, often with an arrow. 

10. The finishing touch of any headlamp is the chrome bezel / rim. 
Rover Mini Coopers up to the introduction of the MPi models used 
the old style of bezel with a dimple at the top. Owing to the change 
of specification to Quadoptic units, the headlamp bezels fitted to MPi 
cars are of a different design with no dimple and an altered position 
for the securing screw.

I wish to thank Roger Long and Richard Williams at  
www.rwclassicminis.co.uk for their assistance with this report.

Until next month…

Enjoy the autumn sunshine.

John Parnell

Wipac Quadoptic – standard equipment on all Mpi Minis but 
never in Japan

The arrow shown here indicates that this headlamp dips to the left
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Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

Mk1 Radford DeVille 1275 Cooper S

Welcome to this month's report where 
I begin with a 1965 Mk 1 Cooper 
1275 S, and which I first reviewed 
two and half years ago after a visit 
to a classic car restoration company 
in Sarratt, Herts, by the name of 
Motorvation. To recap, this faded 
Tartan red with black roof Cooper 
S left the factory in its original paint 
scheme of Tweed grey and Old English 
white roof, and was then sent to 
Harold Radford Coachbuilders for 
luxury improvements. When the car 
was stripped down for restoration 
two years ago, no evidence could be 

found to suggest any coach built colour had been applied. From this 
I deduced that the red/black repaint scheme that the car now had 
was how this car left Radford's premises; I do know of two other 
Mk1 Radfords in the same colours.

Will Birrell, who runs Motorvation, explained that the owner, who 
lives in Portugal, had decided to sell the car as an unfinished project 
having inherited the car many years ago when it resided in Portugal. 
Will's team stripped the complete car to a bare shell before delivering 
to Tony Ennion, of Ennion Workshop, who replaced all the required 

Steve Burkinshaw

I am pleased to report that Russ Swift has now got his RSP S Convertible 
VIN 0001 registered as G497 ATL. So, now there are six RSPs with 
original 'G' registrations on the Register. I look forward to seeing G497 
ATL on the road after 28 years of being an unregistered car. 

Last year I decided, after an advisory on the MOT test, that the rear 
sub frame on G808 KJW should come out and hopefully be saved 
and returned to the car. With more than a little help from friend and 
RSP owner Simon Lilly, the sub frame was duly removed recently. 
Unfortunately, one heel board bolt broke off, but I managed to drill 
and re-tap it. The MOWOG sub frame held a small surprise though, 
a date painted on the side facing the heel board. I can only assume it 
is the date the sub frame was manufactured as it is dated only two 
weeks before my car was registered for the road on 11th July 1990. 
Anyone else found a date on their car’s sub frame on removal? The 
original sub frame is now ready to be fitted back to my RSP S after 
the Whight Bros blasted it and sorted out areas of corrosion. It looks 
like new now so thanks to Chris for doing a great job of it. 

Roger Hunt

Highly modified RSP including twin cam engine 

Date painted on my car’s sub frame

Full body restoration and painted Tweed grey/OEW roof

Quality work under wing and closing panel
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panels supplied by M.Machine. The shell was then painted inside 
and outside at the customer's request in the factory grey/white. 
Fortunately, both the body and FE (front end) number plates were 
present on the car and the new colours compliment the original 
Radford black leather interior. 

From what I could see of the car in the storage unit, all the special 
coach built items were boxed together, such as the front and back 
seats, door cards, binnacle dash and instruments, front quarter 

lights and electric window mechanisms (Beclawat), Benelite grille, 
hand-made Serck right-hand tank and together with all the chrome 
mouldings and glass. The alloy wheels were not Cosmic or Minilites 
of the period. All these items need refurbishment but the saving grace 
is that no sun roof was ever installed in this Radford. A Webasto roof 
could be fitted should a new owner require one.
 
Both sub frames have been totally overhauled including all 
new brake and suspension components. The gearbox has been 
rebuilt, but the engine requires a rebuild. A total of £15,000 has 
been invested in the renovation of the car so far. An advert has 
been placed at the back of this month's CooperWorld if you are 
interested in potentially buying this car. Considering the large 
amount of work completed to date, I think this is an excellent 
opportunity for a winter project.

Radford and Wood and Pickett owner, Philip Cowan, called me 
at the start of July to check out for him an imported LHD 1991 
Humberstone Radford incarnation of a Mini 1000 automatic. Some 
may recall a 1974 silver 1275 GT Radford at Beaulieu this year 
which was also converted by Chris Humberstone. This car was 
commissioned by American film director Blake Edwards for his wife, 
the actress Julie Andrews. I will report on this car, now owned by 
Nev Smyth, in a future issue.

I arrived at the Brooklands Classic Car auction on a very hot Friday 
afternoon on the day before the sale on the 7th July. There were 
around two hundred cars displayed which included some very 
clean Mk1, 2 and 3 Coopers. If money was no object, I could quite 
happily have bought several classic cars of mixed makes. My eyes Passenger door with glass removed for electric window installation

Lot 180 in pristine condition
The hole on each B-post are for the parking lights

Flatter roof profile and moulded roof gutters along with smooth 
body linesFully painted engine bay
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widened when I reached the Radford. It was quickly apparent that 
the car had had little use over the last twenty seven years with just 
10,089 km showing on the clock. The high level craftsmanship was 
apparent throughout with no sign of paint or leather deterioration. 
The sales catalogue stated the car was being sold by a German 
collector who'd bought the car in 2014. I have a strong feeling that 
this is the sister car to the one I worked on ten years ago owned 

Another interior view with the smoothed out roof gutter just visable

Burr walnut veneer contrasts well with smooth Connolly leather

Perforated holes in leather finished parcel shelf for speakers and 
release button for folding back seat

Attention to detail – Silver Shadow adjustable armrest and 
chrome release handle

Wood with leather steering wheel makes a perfect match for 
the Rolls themed interior
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Coach building at its best – the heater, air con vents and 
controls expertly aligned 

Large chrome ashtray as per Silver Shadow under armrest – at 
least the ash trays are not on permanent display

Refined workmanship on leather with blue piping and deep pile 
Wilton carpetsThe raised rear armrest with cigarette lighter/charger connection
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by Daryl Plumridge. Both cars are finished in dark metallic blue and 
were ordered by the racing driver Costos Los; the first being this 
Mini1000 automatic and then followed in 1994 by a RHD manual 
Rover Cooper SPi. I believe that the RHD Cooper was used in and 
around London and the LHD Mini1000 was kept in Monte Carlo 
where Los had a second home. So it is quite likely it went from 
there to Germany in 2014. 

Offset folding rear seat in a similar format to W&P Minis of the 1970s
Electric mirrors attached above the door panels

Fully carpeted boot area with extended storage area via rear 
folding seat

Cream leather roof lining housing electric roof switch and trip 
consol/light

The build quality of the auction car is far superior to the later car 
especially comparing the interior leather and wood veneering. Initial 
coach work carried out on the Cooper car involved lengthening 
the body through the centre by 6 inches (150 mm). With the Mini 
1000 having been built three years earlier, the body was extended 
by only 3 inches and is almost impossible to see at first glance. Both 
Humberstone models have been de-seamed including front and rear 
roof gutters. A subtle feature is the skilful way the roof has been 
flattened to almost conceal the electric sun roof and the recreated 
swaged roof side gutters. 

On close inspection with the auction car's interior it's clear the 
first owner wanted to include Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow fitments 
and look-a-like mods. The door panels were beautifully made 
as seen in the pictures. The spec includes electric windows and 
remote control electric mirrors neatly attached in the corners of 
the door frames and away from the door skins as in production 
cars. High gloss burr walnut veneer is used on the custom dash, 
door cappings, rear armrests and bespoke centre console, which 
houses the heater and air-con controls. There is even a handmade 
panel surrounding the interior light above the rear view mirror. 
A unique feature which would be rarely used these days are the 
Silver Shadow large flip design ashtrays concealed behind the 
raised rear hinged armrests, with cigarette lighters built into the 
veneered boxes. A release button on the parcel shelf allows the 
rear sear squab to fold flat for more storage, with the additional 
access provided by the removed metal panel seen through the 
carpeted boot space. Factory supplied front seats with headrests 
have been re-profiled to resemble the Silver Shadow design which 
include elasticated pockets at the back. All the magnolia leather 
was supplied by Connolly Brothers.

In my view, because of the extra weight and power consumption 
required for the air-conditioning when in use, this immaculate and 
individual Mini would have benefitted from a modified 1275 engine 
and manual gearbox, all of which is a straight forward conversion.

Finally, I was delighted to receive a call from Philip during the auction 
to say that he had bought the Radford via a telephone bid and it cost 
him £14,000 including commission. That really was a snip. I hope 
it gets seen by a lot of enthusiasts at future classic car shows and 
admired for its refined miniature Rolls styling. 

Steve Burkinshaw



54 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

Mini Super Register

During August I was able to add 
another freshly discovered Super to 
my register. It is the first new ‘find’ 
for several months. It’s a Morris, 
built in July 1962 and finished in 
Surf blue with a white roof, and it 
was exported new to Finland. It 
was one of six, maybe seven Morris 
Supers exported to Finland, together 
with only seven Austins and it is 
probably the sole surviving Super 
there. Recently purchased by Pertti 
Myyrylainen, the Super is complete 
but requiring full restoration.

The Mini Super is a pretty car, as is its sister the Mini Cooper. The 
Cooper being the high performance of the two would naturally 
have been the choice for use in motor sport events. The pretty 
little Super however, often purchased new by the well-heeled lady 
of the house, generally had an easy life, perhaps covering only a 
few miles annually. There were a few exceptions though. A few 
years ago, Pete Flanagan sent me details of celebrity Mini-race 
at Silverstone in 1961, which included Mini Supers. It seems the 
cars used were mainly Austin Supers. Not all the cars could be 
identified, but 320 EOH and 785 EOE could, and the latter was 
driven by no less a driver than Graham Hill, which is quite clear 
in a photo. Then the only Morris that could be identified was a 
grey and white one, registered 770 MFC. This appeared to be a 
very early car without bumper over rider extensions. What I find 
incredible is that the Austin Super 785 EOE raced by Graham Hill 
was, nine years later in 1970, photographed amongst the traffic in 
a general street scene; its appearance in the photo appears to be 
no more than a massive coincidence.

Lurde Cruz in her quick Austin Super

Maria Mirand in her not so quick Morris Super

Supers in motor sport did not end there though. Nuno Moita from 
Portugal sent me details of the third annual ‘Rally of Benifica’, an all 
female event, held in Lisbon 1965. In fact two Almond green and 
white roofed Supers were entered, one Austin, one Morris. Lurdes 
Gomes Cruz won her class driving the Austin and finishing 2nd 
overall. Maria Julia Mirand drove her Morris finishing fifth in class. 
Clearly then, Austin Supers are faster than Morris Supers!

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any 
stories or anecdotes relating to one, please get in touch, even if it no 
longer exists. 

Garry Dickens

1275GT Register

When launched in 1969, the 1275GT’s 
interior trim and seats were key 
features that were promoted strongly 
in BL’s marketing of its new offering.

The origin of the new design had 
a clear connection with a previous 
car from designer Roy Haynes, that 
being the Mk2 Cortina in 1600E 
form. It would be easy to assume 
Roy had input on the interior of the 
GT during his brief spell with BL, as 
the similarity of the design is quite 
clear; take a look at the interior 
of a Cortina 1600E next time you 
encounter one at a classic show.

Interior trimming is often the hardest part of a restoration to get 
right and in the case of 1275GTs being in both vinyl and cloth finishes, 
there was no availability of new materials until recently. Newton 
Commercial has now filled this gap and have the GT vinyl covers 
available in black, Autumn Leaf, navy and beige.

Prospective buyers searching on the Newton Commercial web site 
for images of these products will find that only the Clubman cover 
without the perforated sections is depicted. Thus they will be making 
their purchase a little blind.

Having not encountered any register member mentioning the Newton 
seat covers as part of a restoration previously, news has reached me 
that member, Alan Pavier, had plans to upgrade his ‘74 Tahiti Blue GT 
interior with this product. So I was keen to review the results!

Alan Clark

Clearly shared DNA with the Mk2 Cortina interior 
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In the case of Alan Pavier’s GT, he felt the potential improvement 
was worth the compromise if the quality matched that of Newton’s 
established products. Having placed his order for a pair of covers 
at £370 plus £64 for the recommended seat base foams, it quickly 
became clear that his order was a rare request, as it took numerous 

The GT vinyl seats have two versions: The 1969-74 stitched, 
composite, version where the seat base cover top section is made 
from four separate pieces of vinyl, and the ‘74 on version which is a 
one piece stamped section with a stitched effect feature.

Understandably, Newton have chosen to replicate the earlier stitched 
cover for its product so anyone looking for total originality on a ‘74 
on GT, will have to compromise a little.

Ok from a distance, Alan’s interior in need of improvement

Stitched seam replicated on the Newton cover

Earlier repairs and deterioration let Alan’s interior down

Finished seats close to the ‘74 on flatter profile

Moulded seam detail for the ‘74 on seat

Rounded profile on the 1969-74 seat base
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phone calls to clarify the colour and that it was the GT version 
required, not the Clubman version, before Alan was confident the 
order was correct.

Not surprisingly, a rarely requested product like this is made to order 
and Alan was prepared for an extended lead time -7 weeks in this 
case. However, Alan had a deadline in mind to have the new seats 
ready for the MCR Mini Day Beaulieu show in June! Thankfully, the 
delivery came through just in time to get the seats to Alan’s preferred 
trimmer, South West Auto Trimming, for fitting and were turned 
around within a day ready to refit with a couple of days to spare.

A chance to review the finished article, certainly confirmed that 
the new seats had made a big improvement on the cracked and 
poorly repaired covers Alan had persevered with for the 30 years 
since the main restoration was completed on his GT. Looking 
at the results in detail, the shape of the seat base using the new 
Newton foam has a relatively flat profile, which replicates the 
appearance of the later ‘74 on GT seats, so they look correct for 
Alan’s GT.

Using the same combination of foam and cover in an earlier GT, 
where the profile of the seat base has a more rounded shape and 
the centre perforated section has a clearly pronounced depression, 
may require more work to achieve a good result, but should not be 
beyond the skills of a good trimmer.

In summary, the overall project was a success and Alan’s experience 
should reassure anyone looking to improve a GT interior with 
the Newton Commercial product that their investment will be 
worthwhile.

However, Alan suggests careful checking and confirmation of any 
order is a wise precaution. Also, entrusting the fitting to a good car 
interior specialist is recommended to get the best results.

Alan Clark

Professional fitting Alan’s recommendation

 Modern MINI Cooper Register

Well, I hope all you NEW/Modern MINI 
owners attended some of the events 
this year such as, Beaulieu, MINIs in the 
Park, Gaydon, Oulton Park or Brands 
Hatch? Unfortunately, Brands was very, 
very wet but was still great fun. Oulton 
Park was dry, but only one day. Gaydon 
was also very wet with just 6 MINIs on 
the main display and another six on a 
dealer display. Beaulieu and MINIs in 
the Park I missed because of my MINI 
CHALLENGE duties!

One of the main MINI talking points 
currently is the production of the 
JCW being put on hold. Will the last 
LCI versions sell at a premium on the 

second-hand market? We Buy Any Car are currently offering £19,000 
for a March 2018 fully loaded JCW! No, it is not a misprint and I know 
profits have to be made to cover the risk. A MINI JCW low mileage, 
full MINI warranty with Media XL etc. new would have cost in excess 
of £34,000 so normal new car depreciation would probably take 
the second-hand price down to £25,000. Because of the shortage, I 
would have thought a premium would apply but NO. There is little 
or no risk as said car is covered by MINI TLC. Time will tell. I have 
no doubt that a new engineered JCW will be coming along in the new 
year and will be cleaner, meaner and probably quicker. A victim of its 
own success? No way will the model be ceased. We still have the GP3 
due, which I hear on the grapevine is well advanced.

I think, at last, I have found out how to protect the bolster on my 
JCW’s leather driver's seat. It is not the leather that is wearing it is the 
sealer. My rather large frame rubs against it both inwards and outwards. 
I could lose weight, that will keep my doctor happy (and my wife) but 
that well know auction site has leather seat matt varnish which actually 
works. The only trouble being it needs lots of coats. I had my hands 
covered in matt varnish for 3 days. If you are going to use it wear gloves 
would be my advice. I have often wondered about leather dressing 
for a car. The leather is covered with a sealer so how can the dressing 
penetrate it! Still, it sells yet another car care product.

News from OX4
Baja Poland 2018 – Round 9, FIA Cross Country Rally World Cup.

• Polish cross-country rally stars Jakub ‘Kuba’ Przygonski and 
Krzysztof Holowczyc line up on home soil in MINI John Cooper 
Works rally cars.

• MINI driver Przygonski currently leads the 2018 FIA Cross 
Country Rally World Cup Championship.

• Polish ace Holowczyc looks to add another Baja Poland title to his 
five previous victories.

David Young
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Round nine of the 2018 FIA Cross Country Rally World Cup is a 
pivotal race for the top-three runners of this international series. With 
only three rounds left to play out, MINI’s Jakub “Kuba” Przygonski 
(POL) currently leads the Cross Country Rally World Cup with 258 
points to his name – only 57 points ahead of his nearest rival (201 
points), and 74 over the third placed competitor (184).

The maximum available points up to the end of the final round 
(Baja Portalegre 500, 25th – 27th October 2018) of the Rally 
World Cup are 120. This means that Przygonski and co-driver 
Tom Colsoul (BEL) will be under even more pressure from their 
nearest rivals.

However, the MINI John Cooper Works rally car is renowned for 
being an ultra-reliable rally car and, at least for Baja Poland, the Polish 
star has the additional edge of driving on home ground, where he 
finished second at last year’s event. So, maybe there is more pressure 
for Przygonski’s rivals as they first have to play catch up against a 
MINI crew that is in form and driving the leading car prepared by 
MINI Motorsport’s motorsport partner X-raid.

FIA Cross Country Rally World Cup 2018 calendar

1 Baja Russia  16-18 February
2 Dubai International Baja  10 March
3 Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge  24-29 March
4 Qatar Cross-Country Rally  17-22 April
5 Rally Kazakhstan  27 May-2 June
6 Italian Baja  21-24 June
7 Baja Spain  20-22 July
8 Hungarian Baja  9-12 August
9 Baja Poland  30 August-2 Sept
10 Rallye Oilibya du Maroc  3-9 October
11 Baja Portalegre 500  25-27 October

David Young
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  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday13th September

Beefeater, Emersons Green, Bristol David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD TBD Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

TBA

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

  Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

The Queens Head, Portsmouth Road, Fishers Pond, 
Eastleigh SO50 7HF 

Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 12th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

  Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Mick Tully 01273 883349 
g-tully@sky.com

  Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Meeting venue still to be found. Plan to join Prescott Hill 
climb Sunday 21st Oct as a group

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warks@minicooper.org

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

  BeNeLux (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg) Bart Theelen  
benelux@minicooper.org

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

REGION

NEW
CONTACT

NEW
CONTACT

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org



Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

What a great summer we have had, along 
with some very successful events. 

It was good to be reminded a few days 
ago that it was 59 years ago in August that 
the Mini was introduced to the world. 

I am writing my report in anticipation 
of setting off on our Minis to the Alps 
event. You’ll be reading this just after 
we return. The route is always fantastic 
and we always have a great bunch of 

cars and people taking part. 

I have already been copied in on some very interesting reports from 
our regions about their activities over the summer. I encourage you 
to read the following reports, especially if you would like to take 
part in future events near to you. It’s a great way to meet members 
and enjoy our cars. Our hot summer certainly made for some great 
events organised and attended by our regions. It was however, quite a 
shock that the Breamore Classic Car Show on 12th August had to be 
cancelled due to rain!

In last month’s report I announced our new Benelux region. I 
encourage you to read the report from Bart Theelen, introducing 
himself and his plans for members in Belgium, the Netherlands 
and Luxembourg. If you are a member or interested in becoming a 
member of the MCR, and you live in these countries, please contact 
Bart. I know he would love to hear from you. We also have a few 
members near to Bart in Northern Germany that he knows.

Looking forwards to next year we have some great events taking 
place which will celebrate 60 years of the Mini. In addition to our 
own Mini Day at Beaulieu, there will be IMM in Bristol not to be 
missed. Our Bristol, Gloucester and Somerset region will certainly 
be there and representing MCR. We will have more information as it 
becomes available. 

I have also been advised of another event which will be of interest to 
members especially those in the Midlands and further north. Cliff Porter 
has advised me of the Shelsley Walsh Mini 60 event which I believe will 
be attended by our Warwickshire and Worcestershire Regions, with 
planned camping and runs organised as well. If you are interested in 
attending then please contact Cliff for more information. 

Also, a reminder for those that want to take part or watch, there is the 
Northumberland Borders Rally on 17th November.

Until next time.
 
Richard Sign.
regions@minicooper.org
07968 307689

BeNeLux Region 

Last month, our Regional Co-ordinator, Richard Sign, announced 
the formation of the new BeNeLux region. So, let me start this 
first BeNeLux region report by introducing myself. My name is 

Bart Theelen and I am 43 years old and live in the south of the 
Netherlands, close to the Belgian and German borders. I have 
been into Minis since 1993 when I bought my first car a 1978 Mini 
1000 which is still in my collection of classic cars. I became an MCR 
member in 1996 when I visited the National Mini Cooper Day at 
Beaulieu for the first time, and I have never skipped a year since 
then. As secretary of the former Belgian Mini club called Limburgse 
Mini Freaks, I have some experience with running a club and 
organising Mini events. This will, hopefully, be of help as I take on 
the role of the BeNeLux region organiser. You may also know me 
as the owner of my former shop named BMC Restoration Corner, 
trading amongst others at Beaulieu next to the food trucks. Perhaps 
you may even have spotted my nearly completed Austin Cooper Mk 
II at the Stanford Hall show?

The BeNeLux region covers the three countries of Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Luxembourg. With the addition of our members 
in Aachen (Germany) which is very close to the Dutch border. 
The BeNeLux region is currently represented by 23 members, 
speaking 4 different languages. Many of these members own 
Mk I to Mk 3 Coopers, other classic Minis and some also have 
MINIs. Not only will I represent the MCR as the BeNeLux region 
organiser at various existing events, it is also my intention to 
organise some MCR events within the BeNeLux region. Given 
where the 23 members live, it is feasible to have 3 or 4 of these 
events per year, where a good number of members have to drive 
less than about 1 hour to reach the event location. Two good 
event locations with camping and/or hotel facilities are already 
being investigated!

As the event season is nearing its end, it seems appropriate to already 
peek into 2019. If you have suggestions or ideas for events in the 
BeNeLux region that deserve an MCR presence, then please let me 
know by contacting me on my contact details below.

Bart Theelen
benelux@minicooper.org or  
+31475564841 (landline) or +31627258202 (mobile)

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Bristol Gloucester and Somerset Region

August has almost passed and it has been another busy month which 
started with the UTMM Mini weekend in Highbridge. Taking advantage 
of the hot weather, I stayed all weekend and really enjoyed it. The live 
music was excellent, the cruse on Saturday saw 100+ Minis travel in 
convoy to Minehead which was fun, and on Sunday we made full use of 
our new gazebo in 30+ degree temperatures. A big thank you to Pete, 
Derek, Fred and Addison who made the stand a real success.

I went straight from Highbridge to Tywyn in Snowdonia and spent two 
weeks driving around North Wales. If you haven’t been there it is an 
amazing road trip - head to Shrewsbury and pick up the A5, stay on 
the A5 passing through Oswestry, Llangollen, Betws-y-Coed, then on 
to Anglesey and stop at Beaumaris – wow! Just over 2 hours of pure 
driving and scenic pleasure. 

On the 18th I attended a track day at Castle Combe. A number of 
MCR members attended and a few took their cars around the track. I 
mentioned to the organisers that I didn’t feel confident enough to take 
my own car around the track, and so next year, the club may organise a 
tutorial / improve your driving skills session and then, we can take our 
cars out afterwards - lookout for this next year.

On the 19th I attended the Tewkesbury Classic Vehicle Festival, which 
was once again very well attended with 500+ cars, 1,000’s of people 

and loads of autojumble. I then drove on to the Tetbury Classic Car 
show which wasn’t half as good.

Looking forward to September, the Beaulieu International 
Autojumble (the largest in Europe) is on 1st and 2nd – I will be 
attending on the Sunday. Our next regional meet-up will be on 
Thursday 13th September at 7.30pm at the Beefeater, Emersons 
Green, Bristol, BS16 7AN. Please let me know if you wish to attend, 
or we will move this to Castle Combe. On the 23rd it’s the Stanford 
Hall Mini show in Lutterworth.

On Saturday 29th it is the Castle Combe Mini Action Day. So far the 
following people have confirmed their cars on our stand: Addison L, 
Bob O, David D, Derek R, John B, Pete B, Peter H, Rich & Sue H, 
Roger H, Stephen S, Stephen R, Stewart D. By the way, camping is 
no longer being offered at the track however the Emersons Green 
Premier Inn has rooms available for £45. I have a handful of free 
tickets left; let me know if you wish to show your car. 

That’s it from me. 

David Dangerfield

Dorset Region 

I had hoped to be writing a report on the Breamore Classic Car Show 
which was to be held on the 12th August. We have attended this 
excellent show in recent years, but unfortunately it was cancelled the 
day before due to a forecast of torrential rain and high winds which 
proved to be accurate. It was the correct decision. We will hope for 
better weather next year.

On the 18th August, I attended and participated in Coopers at Castle 
Combe organised by Graham E Robinson. I had a great day thrashing 
the Mini around the track with like-minded enthusiasts. The numbers 
attending were a little disappointing, maybe it was just a blip and let’s 
hope for a better turnout next year. Give it a try, it is really super fun.

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Ready for the track



Nick Stansmore

Herts and North London Region 

On the 19th August and for the fourth year running, we promoted the 
MCR at the Tewin Classic Car and Craft Show in Tewin, situated just 
north of Welwyn Garden City. 

This family event is very popular with the public and we had a great line 
up of 12 cars, including a Moke and an interloper from Bedford in his 
GM powered Mini. Over four hundred cars were on the show field and 
we had the largest concentration.

The weather was perfect and, as always, there was so much interest in 
our cars. It seems as if everybody has a memory of how Minis impacted 
on their lives. So we made the most of the opportunity to help rekindle 
those memories and to ignite an interest in those too young to have 
had the experience. Invitations to sit behind the wheel were warmly 
received and this opened up opportunities for canvassing new members.

Therefore, a big thank you to our members for making the effort to 
attend the show. I think you will all agree that it was worth it.

Rod Chilcot

Mid Staffs Region

We organised two events during August. Firstly, on the 4th was the 
Summer Tour and this will be reported on elsewhere in CooperWorld. 
The second was the test day at Curborough Sprint Course. This was 
organised by Nick Hunter and Mike McGreevy and attracted a full entry 
of 15 cars (of which 6 were versions of the Mini), and ranged from race 
or rally cars to track day cars to road cars. After a breakfast bap with 
tea or coffee, the morning runs used the Curborough ‘Long Course’ 
(see picture) layout. This is simpler as it repeats part of the original 
course layout. The first corner is crucial to a good time as it is the only 
corner where time can be gained by carrying speed through it. After a 
demonstration of the layout by myself (the penalty for holding two class 
records at various times), the cars were divided into 3 groups, and each 
group had two runs of the track which was then repeated twice more 
before lunch. A lunch of curry or burger was also included in the day 
making it good value.

After lunch, the afternoon used the ‘Figure of Eight’ layout (see 
picture). This layout introduces another difficult corner which tightens 
considerably for the last part before joining the start finish straight in 
the reverse direction. The cross-overs also look as though they should 
be flat out but they are not, as the entry speed is restricted by the 
kerbs. Neither of these layouts were possible in the past because of 
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Coopers at Castle Combe

Impressive MCR Herts & North London Region Mini display

Male on Sunday

Curborough Long course layout

Curborough figure of 8 layout

Colin Armit – ex Mighty Mini Race car



the limitations of the timing equipment, which couldn’t cope with a car 
passing through the timing beam on the finish line, twice. The original 
‘Short course’ is still used by clubs who can command an entry of 
100+ cars as the time taken for each run becomes a problem, but the 
normal entry is now more likely to be 40 to 50 cars.

One of the entries was from Harry Shepherd who brought along his 
newly restored Mk1 Morris Cooper S. Regular readers of these notes 
may remember that last year we re-united Harry with his father’s (Herbie 
Shepherd) Cooper S which is now owned and still raced by Richard and 
Lionel Dodkins. It was great to see Harry again and his resplendent in red/
white car, which ran perfectly all day despite only being completed a few 
days earlier.

Turning now to future events. Although the alterations to the function 
room at the George and Dragon will be ok for talks, quizzes and the 
Scalextric night, the seating capacity for the Christmas dinner has been 
drastically reduced. At present I am looking for another venue for this 
and a date to suit my planned guest (an international rally navigator/co-
driver and an important figure in modern UK rallying) which hopefully 
will allow an increase in people attending. However, it will most likely 
result in an increase in ticket price, but rest assured, it will remain to 
be good value!

We now also have a Facebook page which is mainly being used for 
photos. If you are a Facebook user, then search for ‘Stone Classic 
Car Group’ and you should be able to view the page. If you want to 
comment or add photos then ask to become a member as it is a closed 
member group page. 

That’s all for this month, but remember our meetings are on the first 
Monday of each month at the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, 
Stone. ST15 0PX. All Minis and MINIs are welcome.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com

Suffolk Region

We have just had a run of five Sundays of classic cars shows, beginning 
with Helmingham Hall, where Roy Russell and two other cars joined us 
from Essex. Some members having attended all of the five shows! Full 
marks to Richard Ashley for flying the flag, out of 900 cars at Stonham 
Barns Richard’s car came third!

We are now looking forward to our monthly mystery Sunday 
outings until the weather changes. The last I heard Peter Drane was 
still waiting to hear from DVLA for the re-registration of his 1965 
Downton Cooper, and Rod Bance is still busy restoring his 1275 with 
the assistance of Jack Gray.  
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Dave Evans – 1380 rally Clubman

Don Mitchell – 997 Cooper

Harry Shepherd – Austin Cooper

Neil Anderson – Mk 2 1275

Tim Ellison’s 1960s 850 race car

Suffolk Region display
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Ian MacPherson  
07749936274

Thames Valley Region

In July the Thames Valley Region had their 3rd annual summer barbeque 
at Lorraine and Russell’s home in Grayshott. Including the hosts 
seventeen MCR members attended the event. The weather couldn’t 
have been better; in fact it was a good thing that there was plenty of 
shade available in the form of trees and sun shades.

All had a great time, as you can see in the photos, the food was good and 
the company was excellent…..looking forward to next year’s event!!

REGIONAL REPORTS

Mini Cooper Register | 63

The Helmingham Hall show

Richard Ashley with his pride and joy
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Then on the weekend of August 18th and 19th Clive & Melanie and Ken 
& Margaret travelled to Kent for the Ham Sandwich run. 

They met up with fellow MCR members Frank & Stella and David & 
Alison at the Ashford Hotel.

On Sunday the gang travelled to Barrett's Mini dealership for the start 
of the run. After a briefing from Justin they set off on 100 miles of Kent 
countryside roads stopping for lunch at Brogdale Farm and finishing at 
Cock Horse Inn. Unfortunately, No one from the Thames Valley Region 
won any prizes. Thanks to Justin and Annmarie for very enjoyable day.

Thames Valley Region’s monthly meetings are at the Crooked Billet, London 
Road, Hook, Hants RG27 9EH on the last Wednesday of the month from 8 
pm. See the regional meeting’s contact page or just turn up.

Lorraine Hampson, Clive and Melanie Brooks

Warwickshire Region 

We have still not found a regular meeting place for our monthly 
meetings but, if you would like to join us at the Prescott Hill Climb 
for breakfast on Sunday 21st October 2018 around 9 am in your Mini, 
then please let me know as soon as possible so that he can reserve 
space. Our new contact email address is: warks@minicooper.org. 
Members of other regions will be very welcome to join us too.

During August we learned that a Mini 60 meeting is being planned at 
Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb, possibly during the weekend of 15th and 16th 
June 2019, a week after the club’s Beaulieu event so it might appeal to 
members north of the M4 corridor who do not want to travel to the New 
Forest. Warwickshire & Worcestershire regions are prepared to host 
a display on the Sunday. Please note the date is provisional, and so the 
exact date is to be announced later. Please let me know what you think by 
dropping me an email at: warks@minicooper.org and for further details.

Cliff Porter

Worcester Region

The club had a great day out at Burford House and attended the 
Tenbury Wells Classic Car Show on the 5th of August.

Mick Rowley

REGIONAL REPORTS

Cars for sale

1980 1275 GT Restored and modified with custom trim. Jonspeed 1310cc 
engine. Britax folding roof, Wood & Pickett arches. Ultralite wheels, smooth ride 
adjustarides. Featured in MiniWorld Magazine Sept 2005. Award winner, original 
driver’s hand book. Now on SORN hence £14,500. Phone Ron on Tel: 01273 
844180 or mobile 07522 927916. West Sussex

Morris Mini Cooper S (1966) Tartan red with black roof. I bought the car in 1995 as 
it was sitting in a friend's garden but the shell was completely rusted away and so was 
reshelled into a 1966 Mini Super body. It has been rebuilt with genuine front wings and 
front panel. Complete floors and outer sills from M Machine including boot floor and 
rear seat assembly. All bodywork was carried out by Arthur Senior body shop. The 
respray was carried out with Sikkens paint and finished with 3 gallons of waxoyl. I have 
rebuilt the rest myself with genuine MOWOG rear subframe and front wing under 
shields, all new fuel and brake pipes, new wiring harness in cloth finish. Engine has been 

completely rebuilt with new Hepolite pistons gearbox completely rebuilt which 
still is in perfect condition and has done only 10,000 miles. Interior has original high 
back recliners recovered with Newton Commercial, door cards and rear pocket 
liners. Accessories include early magnesium 6x10 wheels in very good condition, 
new Dunlop sport tyres and very early Works arches, Works dash on driver’s side 
with 10,000 rev counter, air horn switch, and the spot and fog lamps plus switches 
for other accessories, Moto Lita wood steering wheel. The Mini has been on the 
front cover of Mini Mag in 2004 and also featured in MiniWorld. Has won many 
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WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

concourse trophies at Mini shows. Please phone for more details. I am selling as I now 
need to make room in my garage and it needs to be used more since we only use it for 
shows now and local road trips. Summer use only. Tel 01328 864118 (Norfolk).

One of the earliest Clubman 1275 GT’s for sale. Built February 1970 and painted Antelope 
it still retains its original front panel and identity plates, front and inner wings. Only panels 
replaced are inner/outer sills, front floor wells, door skins and rear valance. Soon after 
manufacture, Wood and Pickett coachbuilders modified the interior and changed the body 
colour. I’ve just completed a full restoration which includes a new full-length Webasto sun 
roof and wool cloth roof lining, restored luxury dashboard in re-veneered walnut, modern 
music system, new black Newton Commercial seats and carpets (the W&P leather seats 
were beyond repair ).Fully restored subframes and underside of car like new. Gearbox 
overhauled 4,000 miles ago, new unleaded head, LCB and RC 40 exhaust. Five restored 
original Rostyle wheels with new tyres. New front and rear screens. The car is painted 
metallic Garne (deep red). The renovation costs with invoices total over £14,000. Price 
£22,000. Tel: Steve Burkinshaw on 07903 948 711. Herts.

Rare opportunity to buy an early Mk1 
Cooper 1275 S coach built by Harold 
Radford. After a long period in Portugal 
and stored for many years this RHD car 
is back in the UK. A full body restoration 
and respray in factory grey/white and 
restoration costs totalled £15,000. Front 
and rear subframes with all components 
have been rebuilt. Original engine and 
gearbox plus all the Radford additions which 
need refurbishment. £30,000. Please call 
01923 855 971 or Email : info@motorvation.cc Herts.

Unique 1966 Austin 1275 Cooper S coach 
built by Harold Radford originally for Prince 
Constantine of Greece. Owned for fifteen 
years by well-known MCR member Roger 
Wall aka Rog the Hat and for the last fifteen 
years by the present owner who is selling 
due to ill health. Around 1969/1970 the 
Radford was radically modified by Wood and 
Pickett who de-seamed the body, installed 
a small rear oval window and panelled over 
the rear quarter light windows and attached 

chrome pram arms to produce a convertible appearance. At the same time the leather 
interior was changed to grey wool cloth and a Margrave dash installed, the doors have 
the improved push button handles adapted from the 1100/1300 BMC models.

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to register 
vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number (V.I.N.) and/or 
an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the police to inspect cars without 
either one of these identification numbers. Members and readers are 
advised to be cautious before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free (minis 
and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively long nor in the 
course of business trade. Please quote your membership number when 
writing. Non-members and trade members wishing to place a classified 
advert must enclose a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure 
to do so will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques 
should be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977. All traders are 
required to state this fact clearly in their advertisements either by 
the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) and/or chassis 
plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in written form only 
please and addressed to the magazine editor. This includes instructions for 
repeat insertions and/or advert amendments.

Roger had Bill Richards rebuild the 
engine shortly before it was sold. 
There are many other special features 
not mentioned. The Radford has 
been dismantled for restoration, the 
pictures are from 2002. Offers in the 
region of £23,000. Please contact Steve 
Burkinshaw on behalf of owner. 07903 
948 711 or 01923 855 971

F56 TVB registration number available for immediate transfer. Has been on 
retention for several years. May be of interest to an F56 model MINI owner 
? Bought direct from DVLA many years ago to use on a Mini 30, as a mirror 
image of TVB 56F, my Mk 2 998 Cooper. Now for sale as I do not envisage 
ever using it again as Mini 30 long since sold. Asking £250.00. Please email 
Andy Sparrow on andrew.1275s@btinternet.com or call 01493 748774.
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22
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■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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