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Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
Telephone: 01707 607700 

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road 
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU

Tel: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ
Telephone : 0121 544 0011

www.minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com website for pictures,
downloads, catalogues, current prices & special deals
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Shop on-line at www.minispares.com - or order by phone 01707 607700

www.minispares.com

Since the demise of Rover and Unipart as the original suppliers many parts are still packaged as ‘genuine’ by the companies
who obtained their rights and stock. Some parts are old stock or from original suppliers, but some are re-sourced. Many parts
are not what they used to be and the words “making profit only” comes to mind when all the expertise in parts quality is
scarce. Mini Spares once again comes to the rescue by examining these parts and deciding what to stock and what to reject.
Mini Spares tries to be completely transparent by giving verbal or web descriptions. That is why they are the Number One
supplier and website for Mini owners buying parts or seeking information from highly knowledgable staff.

Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are printing - check website for up-to-date prices.                          All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.

Mobile & tablet friendly

Brightwork
Nearly all the trim, mouldings, grilles, grille surrounds, stainless steel bumpers and overiders from 1959-2000 are now made from Mini Spares’ own tooling. A large range of aftermarket  bumpers are also stocked,
(but with the exception of any Clubman rear bumpers, which are no longer available). The quality of Mini Spares’ UK made parts was so good many of the parts for post 1990 Minis were supplied to Rover itself!

Rubber Parts
Fed up with rubber parts not fitting properly or failing? Try Mini Spares products, as over 80% of their seals are made from Mini Spares tooling. Since the demise of the original tooling at St Albans Rubber for Mk 1/2
seals, Silent Channel and Standard Products for door channels/seals and Schlegel /BTR for later door seals Mini Spares has procured or has its own tooling made and produces products to the original or improved
specifications. The 60 year old sponge honeycomb (air bubble) with an outer skin type of design as used by BMC for many of their models and of course MK1 door/boot and rear side window seals can no longer be
produced, but the Mini Spares’ alternatives fit perfectly when properly installed. All of the MK1/2 door sliding window channels and chrome runners are also made from Mini Spares’ own tooling.

GWB219 Wiper blade
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CV Joint kit
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C-AJJ1572 
long track rod end
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boot lid seal
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Safety Critical Parts - Many parts are copied - but not to Mini Spares standards!
Beware of poor quality swivel pins, track rod ends, brake hoses, wheel bearings and cv joints all being imported from the Far East as they are safety critical parts. There have been many sad reports of failure but be
assured Mini Spares Ltd parts are all the best quality and price available. Mini Spares own swivel pins have been supplied and boxed by both Rover and Unipart  since the demise of the original part. Brake parts
including hoses are from original AP braking supplies and tried and trusted non genuine parts are also available.
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Wheel Bearings

Front & Rear
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CGA2835MS
Mk3 door seal24A88

Window
channel
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The world famous 5 speed close ratio gearbox design
project was engineered for Mini Spares by David
Hirons.  It uses over 58 extra parts with extensive
machining; the 5th gear is technically a 0.882
overdrive gear on the helical kit which equates to
3.037 when using the 3.44 crown wheel and pinion. 
The closer ratio is suitable for 1275-1380cc Minis
(except turbo boosted). The strength of the standard
helical cut  A plus gears are dependent on the torque
capability of the original 2nd/3rd gears plus the final
drive pinion and the new 5th gear (i.e about 80-85ft
lbs of torque). These 5 speeds have successfully
been used with an 8 port head and 286 camshaft in
Keith Dodd’s car and also in his Yellow Sprint which
has straight cut gears under a fuel injected 1460cc
engine built by MBE Race engines with 143bhp at
flywheel =115bhp at wheels.

The X-pin concept grew out of development work
carried out by David Hirons in the mid Eighties to
resolve the problem of persistent diff bevel gear and
carrier failure on rear wheel drive Ford Escorts and
Lotus Cortinas. The torque capacity of the diff could
be increased by adding two extra bevel gears. The
cross axle torque transfer was unaffected. Modern
material technology was introduced to overcome
lubrication problems with the pin and bevels. 
25 years ago in 1993 the decision was made to
resurrect the manufacture of the four star diff and apply
the latest technology to the Mini. The new product was
released and protected under UK and European design
laws by copyright licence: Doc c1993.
It is now manufactured for Mini Spares Centre under
licence.  Over 5000 have been sold to date with an
unblemished success rate!

GSJ166MS Swivel
pin repair 
kit

The World’s Largest Suppliers of Spares for the Mini
Mini Spares started in Southgate London N11 in 1975, before moving to Potters Bar in 1999 and since then has developed into a world leading company with an annual turnover in
excess of £15 million and over 50 staff with the best expertise and knowledge of their product in the business. Despite its size today, as ever,  the company’s emphasis is still on
quality, prices and customer satisfaction. A most varied set of skills, but the common denominator is that all the staff are passionate about MInis, whether it be racing, driving,
rebuilding or just owning them. We all love them, which is why you’ll find the heart in the middle of our logo.

25 years ago:
Mini Spares introduced
the 5 speed gearbox

25 years ago:
The X pin diff was
developed
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

March magazine – 1st February
April magazine – 1st March
May magazine – 1st April

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents
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Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
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paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates are 
aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/old 
inks while printing blankets are shredded and used for 
rubberised play areas and footpaths. The wrapping it 
comes in is degradable and will break down in the soil.

Cooper disclaimer 
The Cooper logo is the property of John 
Michael Cooper and should not be used 
without prior permission.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 
Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 
Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org
Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org
Competition Secretary 
Peter Moss 
The Dower House, Rogate, West Sussex, GU31 5EG 
01730 818336 (H) 
competition@minicooper.org 
Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ  
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org
Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org
Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
The Beeches, Kiln Way, Grayshott, Hants. GU26 6JF 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 
Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org
Youth Co-ordinator 
Sarah Voss 
0/2, 49 Kelvinside Drive, Glasgow, G20 6QD 
07988 864002 
youthcoordinator@minicooper.org 
Non Designated Committee Members 
Rod Chilcot 01707 650107 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org
Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

www.minicooper.org
forum.minicooper.org 
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INSURANCE FOR  
MINI COOPER REGISTER 
ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and 
members against a variety of claims. The key area it covers is 
‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to 
the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at 
shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of 
shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are 
planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many 
regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that 
we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a 
member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the 
ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a 
claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only 
offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini 
Cooper Register presence. If the stand organizer lets me know 
(address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the 
magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the 
event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers 
risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor 
and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, 
and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card 
at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card.  
01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available 
to Mini Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old  
01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK  
01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.
co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B. 
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 
01903 715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex 
JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk  
01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk. 
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing 
Magazines
Sometimes magazines  
go astray.

If your magazine does not 
arrive by the middle of  
the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do 
not have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT -  
PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be 
received by the 1st of the 
month for the following 
month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the 
magazine sent by email, 
so if you do not receive 
an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I 
have not received it. Please 
telephone me after a day 
or so to check if you do not 
hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer 
the membership -  

see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
Welcome to the February issue 

of CooperWorld and another 
magazine packed, I hope, with articles 
and reports that you will find both 
interesting and entertaining. One 
of the regular columns I always find 
interesting reading is Robert’s archive 
column. In this month’s issue Robert 
looks at a selection of archive material 
he has recently received, and which 
included a sales brochure relating to 
Innocenti’s replacement for the Mini. 
This little car was never adopted by 

Rover as a possible successor in the 1970s to the by then dated 
Mini, but they chose to continue to build the Mini right up until 
the early 1980s, when they unveiled the new Mini Metro as the 
Mini’s replacement. Sadly, as we all now know, the Metro never 
really matched the success which the original Mini had in its first 
two decades of production and, indeed, for the affection that it still 
continues to attract and enjoy to this day around the world.

Of course, one of the things that the classic Mini was particularly 
renowned for in its heyday was the success it achieved in motorsport 
generally, but specifically rallying. However, I do feel that just recently the 
Mini seems to be seeing a resurgence of interest in it as an affordable and 
competitive rally car which is being borne out, to some extent, by the 
amount of coverage we are giving it with the number of articles received 
from those who are actively participating or are involved in rallying at 
various levels. Indeed, we have three articles on just this subject in the 
Competition section of this issue of CooperWorld. Do have a read of 
them and perhaps you might be inspired to get involved too.

Talking of rallying, and sorry for the obvious link, but I must 
mentioned that Peter Barker continues with his brilliant series of 
‘interview’ articles with some of the former BMC Competitions 
Department’s personalities, and this month his interview article 
relates to Paul Easter the rally driver turned navigator. As always, 
you will find Peter’s article in the Members’ articles section of the 
magazine on page 16.

Another series of articles I always look forward to reading are those 
which Richard Pengelly has written on engines and appropriately 
entitled “All about engines”. We have reached part 4 of Richard’s 
series, in which he covers the intriguingly titled subject of Morse 
testing. So, if you have never heard of such a test and want to know 
what it’s all about, then head to the Technical topics section on page 
22 of the magazine.

Finally, I would like to direct you to page 12 of the magazine for 
details of our forthcoming annual AGM which we have set for 
Sunday 18th March. I would encourage you to put this date in 
your diary now and come along to the meeting if you can to hear 
from the club’s committee members on how the club is doing 
and, of course, have the opportunity to air your views on how 
you believe the club could be improved for all our members. 
Hopefully, we will see a good turnout for what is really an 
important club meeting.

Paul Sulma 

Trade Supporter
2018



I still think there is more to come on this matter and the Federation have 
stated they will issue a full guidance document early in 2018. It will be 
interesting to see just how many apply for VHI status and shun their annual 
MOT visit. Certainly the previous exemption of pre 1960 cars saw very few 
visit their MOT station and those that did, I suspect, were because they 
were being offered for sale and the MOT will always indicate a degree of 
roadworthiness to a prospective buyer. One final point - I’m still not sure if 
you will need an MOT if you wish to transfer off a cherished number from a 
VHI car. As they say....watch this space for more news as it comes in. 

On a lighter note, it was interesting to read that Geri Halliwell is 
now the owner of the Ringo Star Cooper S, which recently sold 

rather well at Bonhams for just over £100,000 – more or less spot on its 
estimate. Geri Halliwell now married to Christian Horner, who runs Red 
Bull’s Formula 1 team, and is no stranger to Minis himself, having raced 
one at Goodwood a few years back. The car is noted as a Radford but 
also I’m told has Hooper badges on it. So I guess both must have been 
involved in the conversion, which was made especially to accommodate 
Ringo’s drum kit. The story goes that the Beatles' manager, Brian 
Epstein, bought all four of the Beatles Cooper Ss as a thank you for the 
fortune they had made him - What a kind man. Ringo actually only kept 
the car for around 18 months and it then disappeared until 1977 when 
it was bought and kept by the previous owner for the next 40 years 
before it went under the Bonhams hammer. Steve Burkinshaw, our 
Coachbuilt Registrar, gives some more detail on this interesting car in his 
register report elsewhere in this issue of the magazine.

I’m pleased to say that our ‘Minis to the Alps’ has reached a full entry 
of 40 cars for our run to the Alps in September. We also have a few 

reserves signed up ready to go as well. Experience tells us that despite 
members’ best intentions, we do get a few who have to drop out, 
for numerous reasons, as the date gets nearer - and for that reason 
we do encourage those who have missed getting an entry to apply 
and go onto the reserve list. We have yet to turn anyone away on 
these events, as we have always found places for those wishing to 
go. So, if you missed the opportunity and would like to stand a good 
chance of going, do contact the membership secretary, Lesley Young 
(membership@minicooper.org) and she will send you all the detail.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

With May 2018 not being that far 
off when forty year old Minis will 

no longer need an MOT, the Federation 
(FBHVC) has been active at trying to 
clarify with the Department for Transport, 
just what qualifies and what doesn’t for 
an MOT exemption. For those who don’t 
know, the Federation are an organisation 
that represents historic vehicle clubs with 
the rule makers on matters that affect our 
historic motoring, such as with the DfT 
and DVLA. We as the MCR are members 
of the Federation and contribute 

financially each year on a subscription per capita basis.  It seems that 
some much needed clarification has been made on what constitutes 
‘modified vehicles’ when it comes to this 40 year exception, which 
has been causing much discussion and questions. It now seems that 
providing modifications which were made over thirty years ago will be 
allowed. They have further categorised what modifications are exempt 
and therefore acceptable. It now seems to be acceptable if a chassis has 
been changed - which includes a Monocoque body shell - which indeed 
encompasses a Mini shell. This also means subframe changes are OK 
too. The engine, providing it is of the same basic engine (an A series 
engine), modifying this doesn’t constitute a substantial change and it is 
therefore permissible to modify it within the bounds of an existing basic 
engine – but clearly a motor bike engine transplant would not be an 
acceptable modification. 

The process that seems to being put in place is one of self declaration – in 
that you, as the owner of a car over forty years old, have to declare your 
car as a ‘Vehicle of Historic Interest’ (VHI) when you apply for your road 
tax. From my reading you need to fill in a V112 declaration and declare 
the car has not been substantially modified (as above) and then your 40 
year old Mini will be exempt from requiring an MOT inspection. You of 
course are under no obligation to apply for an MOT exemption. If you 
are one of those who favours continuing with their annual MOT test, for 
peace of mind, just carry on regardless. The DfT do stress however, that 
you, as part of your due diligence as a car owner, are required to keep 
your vehicle in a safe roadworthy condition. If you are stuck with a Q 
plate or have the car registered as a reconstructed vehicle, you will have 
to wait for the car's 30th birthday before you can escape the MOT test!  

We welcome the following new members who joined 
during December

NEW MEMBERS

David Humphreys, Durham, USA

Max Beardon & Annabel Jones, Halling, Kent

Rangi Lord, Amberley, New Zealand

Andrew & Stephen Grabowski, Kirkbymoorside, North Yorkshire

Christopher & Oliver Blay, Seaford, East Sussex

Jayne Bullock, Woodstock, Oxfordshire

Nick Griffiths, Wetherby, W Yorks

Darren Leak, Leeds, West Yorkshire
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Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 

SM050 A5 Advert.indd   1 09/03/2016   11:52

Trade Supporter
2018



We have limited tickets for our members available at face value for the 
London to Brighton Run, email me for further details. Get in quick.

The Ham Sandwich Run for 2018 will be on Sunday 19th August, you 
can pre-register your interest by emailing me. It will be £30 per car 
including entry to the attraction visit for driver and navigator. We can 
promise some great roads and an interesting route in a slightly different 
part of Kent in 2018. 

That’s all for now! 

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

W e have another full events list for 
2018 with great events for all tastes. 

Track days, static shows for classics and a 
good helping of road runs. Sad to see the 
popular Lavender Run is not on for 2018. 
Any volunteers local to the area fancy 
filling the gap with a road run for MCR 
members and guests? I am not suggesting 
we take over the event as I’m sure the 
organisers will be back in 2019 with 
another superb run, but it might be nice 
for us to fill in for this year with perhaps a 
smaller even?  

We are back at Brooklands this year 
thanks to the Thames Valley Region. Please contact Ken Hunter 
kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com if you want to display your car as 
soon as you can since spaces are limited.

Don’t forget the Lincolnshire Region’s Mini Coopers on Track Day on 
the 18th March at Blyton Park, Gainsborough. All regions and models 
are welcome from 1959 to 2018. Contact: Chris Smith miffy1977@
hotmail.co.uk for further details. 

Another now well established event at Blyton Park is the MK1 
Performance & Conversions Action Day, this year on taking place on 
the 5th-6th May. I know many of you do, but please try to support this 
event organised by friends of the club and for a really worthy cause in 
Cancer Research UK. It promises superb on track classic Mini action. 
We would like to be able to put a club stand on at the event, however 
the local region are mainly modern MINI based. We understand the 
organisers wish to keep this event classic so if you can help by hosting a 
stand of classic Minis for the MCR please contact me.  

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

February 2018

Event: London Classic Car Show 
Date: 15-18th February  
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

Event: Hero Winter Challenge to Monte Carlo 
Date: 18th – 22nd February  
Location: Le Touquet to Monte Carlo  
Contact: http://heroevents.eu/event-type/winter-challenge/

March 2018

Event: Goodwood Members Meeting 
Date: 17th – 18th March  
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.goodwood.com/flagship-events/
members-meeting/

Event: Mini Coopers on Track Day 
Date: 18th March  
Location: Blyton Park, Gainsborough, Lincolnshire Region. 
All regions welcome. 
Contact: Chris Smith miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Brooklands Mini Day 
Date: 25th March  
Location: Brooklands Museum Trust Ltd, Brooklands 
Road, Weybridge. KT13 0QN 
Contact: https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/ 

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show 
Date: 23rd – 25th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April 2018

Event: Spring Action Day 
Date: 7th April 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Pride of Longbridge 
Date: 14th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge, B31 
2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day 
Date: 15th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

May 2018

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: 4th-5th-6th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: www.donington-park.co.uk

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: 6th May 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park Classic Mini’s.  
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: 5th-6th May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, Wilts 
Contact: downton@live.co.uk or Dorset Region Rep. 
Nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Event: Himley Hall British Mini Day 
Date: 13th May  
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Mini Festival 2018 
Date: 12th-13th May 
Location: Snetterton 
Contact: http://snetterton.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: The Riveria Run 
Date: 5th -7 th May 
Location: St Austell, Devon 
Contact: http://www.cmcrivierarun.co.uk/

Event: Minis at the Quarry 
Date: 12th May 
Location: Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre 
Contact: http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/

Event: IMM Portugal 
Date: 17th-23rd May 
Location: Praia de Mira, Portugal 
Contact: http://www.imm2018.pt/

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
Date: 19th - 20th May 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/
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Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 20th May  
Location: Brighton 
Contact: http://www.london-to-brighton.co.uk/

June 2018

Event: Minis at Dunsfold 
Date: 2nd June  
Location: Dunsfold (Top Gear Track) 
Contact: https://minisatdunsfold.co.uk/

Event: National Metro & Mini Show  
Date: 3rd June 2018 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/
events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day 
Date: 10th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINI’s. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 17th June 
Location: Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. Displays, 
traders, club stands, autojumble. 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 16th-17th June  
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Really Retro Show 
Date: 24th June  
Location: Seighford Airfield, Stafford. 
Contact: http://www.reallyretroshow.com/

July 2018

Event: Minis Wipers 
Date: 7th-8th July 
Location: Ypres Belgium 
Contact: Justin Ridyard events@minicooper.org

Event: Classic Le Mans 
Date: 6th - 7th – 8th July 
Location: Le Mans, France  
Contact: http://www.lemansclassic.com/language/en/home/

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 12th – 15th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: NO EVENT FOR 2018 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 20th -22nd July (Club presence TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

Event: Mini Festival 2018 
Date: 21st July 
Location: Oulton Park  
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

August 2018

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 3rd-5th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: 4th-5th August 
Location: Westbrook Farm Touring Park, Harp Rd, 
Brent Knoll, Highbridge TA9 4HQ 
Contact: http://www.utmm.co.uk/new/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 4th August TBC 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car.  
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 12th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 19th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Mini Festival 2018 
Date: 25th – 26th August 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

September 2018

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble 
Date: 1st - 2nd September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 7th-9th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 16th – 17th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Pete Flanagan

Event: Minis to the Alps  
Date: 15th – 22nd September  
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young - membership@minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 22nd September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 23rd September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Minis at Castle Combe  
Date: 29th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 30th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2018

November 2018

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 9th 11th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

EVENTS

07588 233933
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Mini Cooper Register Annual General Meeting

Sunday 18th March 2018
 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Mini Cooper Register will take 
place at the Best Western Hotel Oxford Road Banbury Oxfordshire OX16 9AH. Directions can 
be found on www.bestwestern.co.uk.

12 | www.minicooper.org

Please arrive at the Hotel for 10.45 a.m. 

The Meeting starts promptly at 11:00 a.m.

There will be a free buffet lunch for members after the AGM.

Nominations Wanted
The Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. The current Chairman should receive nominations of candidates 
for election to the Committee not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

All posts are open for nomination any member may apply.

All positions will all become vacant at the Annual General Meeting. Posts which you can be nominated for are Competition Secretary, 
Editor, Events Co-Ordinator, Public Relations, Regalia Secretary, Regional Organiser, Secretary and Treasurer. It is vital and urgent that 
someone volunteers for each position to allow the continued smooth running of the Club. Your Club needs you! 

Please contact Robert Young if you want to discuss any position.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be elected by ballot between the newly elected members at the next Committee meeting 
following this Annual General Meeting.

Please include the following in a nomination: Committee Post, the nominee’s name and club membership number, the proposer’s 
name and club membership number and signatures of both people. Please include your reasons for applying and detail any 
relevant qualities, experience and qualifications. This is your chance to make a difference to the running of the Club.

Agenda Proposals Wanted
Any member wishing to have an item included on the agenda of the meeting must submit it, in writing, to the current Chairman 
not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

The Submission needs to include the name and membership number of the person submitting the item a proposer’s name and 
membership number and the signatures of both people.

Note
Admission to the Annual General Meeting will be strictly limited to current members only. Please bring your membership card in 
order to gain admittance to the meeting.

The Committee does not recommend this meeting as a suitable place for children or pets.

Please address nominations and agenda proposals to:
Robert Young, MCR AGM, Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden, Kent. TN30 7NE

Nominations and agenda proposals to arrive no later than Monday 12th March 2018.



EVENTS
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The MCR’s National Mini day 
at Beaulieu 2018
By Tony Salter - Event organiser

The MCR’s National Mini day at Beaulieu 2018 will see 
unparalleled glitz, glamour and luxury with a large display of 

coach built Minis, Coopers and Ss featuring the likes of Hooper, 
Radford, and Wood & Picket amongst others.   

Many of these companies were more at home with the likes of 
Rolls Royces and Bentleys, but when your famous customer asks 
for their Mini to be converted, who were they to argue?  Expect 
to see all the things on a Mini that were ground breaking in the 
60s and 70s, and that we now take for granted on a modern car 
such as, Hatchbacks, electric windows, full leather interiors etc, 
and all at a substantial cost at the time. Many of these cars were 
previously owned by the rich and famous and some have been 
meticulously restored to their original glory.

As usual the arena will see a separate display of unusual cars. This 
year the display is titled ‘Plastic Fantastic’ and refers to the various 
fibreglass Mini based cars that have been produced in the past. 
This will include examples from the 60s and 70s with the likes of 
Marcos, GTM and others that are not so well known.  

Then sharing space in the arena we will have the concours 
competition.  Last year was exceptional in the number and quality 
of cars entered for this prestigious competition, and so the judges 
had a hard time deciding on the best cars. But eventually they 
did of course decide the eventual winners of the trophies. It is 
advisable to enter early to ensure that you receive a place if you 
are planning on entering the competition.

As always Beaulieu will host an unrivalled gathering of Ex-Works 
and Competition cars along with many of the personalities 
associated with these cars from the heyday of the Mini.

The date for your diary is the 10th of June and the venue is The 
National Motor Museum at Beaulieu in Hampshire. All Minis and 
MINIS are welcome.

The ticket line will open at the beginning of February as will the 
trade booking facility.

I have been organising our annual Beaulieu event now for the last 
5 years and I would like to step down from doing so. Therefore, 
I am looking for someone who is willing to take on the event.  I 
would be available for a couple of years to help the new person 
settle in. Any takers please contact me.

Tony Salter
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The Off-Peak Run
By Jonathan Voss

The idea of the Off-Peak Run was conceived at the end of 2016 during 
a phone call from my sister, Sarah. The brief was to create a fun but 

relatively low budget weekend aimed at younger members of the club for 
whom the Minis to… events might be out of reach. Sarah’s brief was that 
it should be scenic, have fun roads, and be as accessible as possible from 
all regions. The Peak District ticked all of these boxes, and a weekend 
at the end of October was chosen to round off the touring assembly 
calendar while keeping accommodation costs down.  Following many 
phone calls and emails between Kent, Norfolk, and Glasgow later, our 
mum, Josie, had found a hotel and Sarah had made the bookings. Whilst 
dad, Malcolm, had finalised the route which had been recced three times, 
dotting the Is and crossing the Ts and I had organised a couple of prizes.

The event was based at the Boar’s Head Hotel near Sudbury, just 
south of the National Park. The hotel formed the starting point and 
the overnight stop, although many crews chose to stay an extra night 
or two on the Friday and Sunday. The pricing was reasonable, the 
food good, and the rooms comfortable, and there was a relaxed but 
enthusiastic atmosphere in the bar the night before the off. 

As Saturday dawned all crews signed on and affixed their rally plates 
to the wonderful variety of cars that filled the hotel car park. We had 
everything from concours Mk1 Coopers and Ss to MINI JCW, a Morris 
Traveller to MINI Countryman, and many more in between! The crews 
were a nice mix of old hands and fresh faces. Always keen for a good 
run out, and lots of Kent members had made the trip up north (as far as 
we’re concerned), while others came from all over the country. 

The first leg of the event saw crews leaving the hotel and heading towards 
Ashbourne before heading off into the lanes through Mayfield and then the 
beautiful parklands of Oakover Hall, then cross Ilam moor with its winding 
descent into Ilam. From there it was down some very narrow lanes 
past the stunning Thor’s Cave, dropping down into the Manifold Valley 
and running alongside the river for a few miles, taking in the Swainsley 
Tunnel. This was of course an opportunity to try to settle whether carbs, 
superchargers, or turbos sound best – the jury is still out on that one!

Popping up out of the valley, the route went through the pretty village 
of Hartington and then left onto one of the best roads on the route. 
A beautifully smooth, fast and flowing B road that led us on to Flagg, 
Sheldon, and Ashford  in the Water, finally stopping at Monsal Head for a 
late morning coffee break at Hobbs café. Here it became apparent that 
the Clarkes in their rather special Mk2 Morris Estate were struggling 
with exhaust fumes after their downpipe became separated from the 
manifold. They carried on until they were able to get it reattached on the 
return leg to the hotel. You can read more about Andy Clarke’s car in the 
Non-Cooper Corner Register section of this month’s magazine. 

Refreshed and having taken the opportunity to take pictures of the cars 
with a stunning backdrop, crews moved onto slightly larger roads on 
the run up to Glossop. From there we took the picturesque A57, better 
known as the Snake Pass across to the Ladybower Reservoir, with the 
weather holding out just enough to show off the fantastic views that are 

just as good as the road itself. From the reservoir we headed straight to 
Castleton for the lunch stop. Most crews chose to eat at the Bulls Head 
pub and compare notes and stories from the morning run before doing 
a bit of exploring in the pretty little town.

For the next leg the crews climbed steeply from Castleton up towards 
the quarry at the top of the hill. Sadly, the weather had closed in 
somewhat and spoiled what we believe would have been the best 
views on the whole route, but the road itself made up for it. The route 
passed the magnificent Chatsworth house before winding through 
Stanton Lees and Ashbourne to head back to the hotel at Sudbury. 

That evening everyone enjoyed the carvery which was included in the entry 
fee, and retired to our own bar and lounge for the rest of the night. The event 
had a great social aspect with members new to these events mingling with 
members who seem to be everywhere (every time I see Malcolm Pywell’s 
Challenge 210 it seems to have another event sticker in the window). Having 
put the world and its modern computer dependent cars to rights, the last 
stragglers (I will admit to being among them) went back to our quite pleasant 
and comfortable rooms for a good night’s sleep before the second day.

Sunday morning began with a hearty breakfast, also included in the 
entry fee, before starting the day’s shorter route. Heading out through 
Snelston, Wooton, and Calton, the route then passed through the 
grounds of the derelict Throwley Hall on a brilliant single track road along 
the side of the Manifold Valley once again. From there the route went 
through the picturesque Tissington Village and down to Tissington Ford. 

Here, the event became slightly more interesting for some crews… With 
myself driving the first car on the road, and my dad navigating, we had set 
off at a brisk pace and with a small head-start to ensure that the route, and 
in particular the ford, were all in good order after the night’s rainfall. The 
level had risen since we had scouted it out the previous afternoon, however 
we crossed it twice with ease and having stuck my head out of the window 
I gauged it to be no deeper than the sill trims of my R50, but possibly a bit 
deeper than some of the 10” wheeled cars may want to cross. Turning back 
and driving back into Tissington to flag down the crews we advised them 
that it should be possible, but if they did not want to cross the ford that 
there was a detour of less than ten minutes to avoid it and get back onto the 
route. Many initially chose to cross, but one or two did take the detour. 

Unfortunately, some crews did fall foul of the ford however, with Alan 
Forster and Phil Bateman getting stuck in their lovely Mk2 Austin Cooper 
S. Shoes were removed, trousers were rolled up, and the car was pulled 
out by a friendly passing Land Rover. The pair soon had the footwell 
bailed out and the electrics dried, and they were once again on their way. 
It was great to see that old fashioned rallying spirit on the event!
Having told MINI crews that they shouldn’t have any problem with 
the water if they went carefully, David Young and Josie Voss also came 
unstuck in David’s MINI registered F56 JCW, having attacked the ford 
with a bit too much vigor. Unfortunately for David, water had managed 
to find its way into the intake which was somewhat terminal. My sister 
Sarah bravely rolled up her jeans, removed her shoes and waded in to 

Group photo before the start Ready for the off
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Winners: Andy and Matthew Clarke, 
winners of the main prize

Alan Forster and Phil Bateman,  
winners of Spirit of the Event

Lesley and Robert Young enjoying their R53 Checkmate

Bob Mattingly’s rather 
tasty R53

Still smiling after the ford!

Richard and Tom Kelly performed 
exceptionally well all weekend

After only a couple of hours the MINIs appeared to 
have attracted far more dirt than the classic ones

Jon Mark’s Cooper and Malcolm Pywell’s Challenge 210

the ford to attach Colin Siklodi’s towing eye and a tow rope. Having been 
pulled out by a Range Rover, my dad stayed with David to await recovery, 
probably talking about the good old days growing up in Battersea.

Mum hopped in as my substitute navigator, and we made quick progress to 
catch up with the others at the finishing point at The Heights of Abraham 
at around 13:30pm. Sadly, we were now two crews down, as the Rogers 
suffered clutch issues on the final leg in their lovely Mk1 Morris Cooper. 
From the bottom in Matlock Bath we took a ride in the cable cars to the 
attractions at the top. It would be fair to say that some enjoyed the ride 
more than others, but perhaps most surprising was the fact that Haze, the 
Border Collie, seemed to enjoy the ride more than most humans!

Crews were then able to enjoy a spot of lunch, the impressive views, and 
explore the caves some 70m underground before meeting up on the café 
terrace for the prize giving. A bottle of bubbly for Spirit of the Event went 
to Alan Forster and Phil Bateman for their brilliant efforts at the ford to get 
the car running again and carry on as if nothing had happened. A special 
prize of a tin of Quality Street was awarded to Tom Kelly for being the 
youngest navigator at just five years old but they had to head off before 
the rest of the prizes were given out. On that note I must give a special 
mention to Tom’s father, Richard Kelly for managing to entertain Tom, assist 
with navigation, and still score higher than most on the quiz questions, 
all whilst driving his 1275 GT in a spirited manner over the weekend. A 
standout performance! Winners of the main prize for the quiz were Andy 
and Matthew Clarke in their Mk2 Morris Estate, and they went home with 
a bottle of bubbly, a pair of 1st place caps, and a drinks package in the MINI 
Challenge hospitality at a race weekend in 2018. Clearly, the exhaust fumes 
on day one had not addled their brains too much!

We were all very flattered to hear that Andy thought that the event was 
exactly what the club needed, bridging the gap between small local runs, 
and the Minis to… events, and we are very grateful for his support. We 
also received many kind words from other crews after the event which 
were much appreciated. I should also say thank you to Ray Spiers and 
Bob Mattingly for volunteering to stop en route and take photos of all 
of the crews passing through. Ian Potter also helped us out behind the 
scenes, making contact with land owners along the route and making 
recommendations. Lastly, I must say thank you to everyone that took part 
as without you we would have no event, and you all made it an absolute 
pleasure! Your kind words have encouraged us to strongly consider running 
another similar event in 2018. Watch this space…

Jonathan Voss
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Paul Easter
By Peter Barker

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

Best known in Mini circles for his outstanding co-drives with Timo 
Makinen, Paul Easter had a remarkable career as a Mini rally driver and 

a BMC co-driver outside those achievements. This article is based upon an 
interview with him first published in MiniWorld magazine in 2000.

‘My family were in the motor trade, so I’ve been around cars all my life. I 
joined my local motor club and entered my first rally in 1958 driving a Riley 
1.5. Unfortunately, I had a big road accident in the Riley, hitting a lorry just 
before the rally and I had to do the rally in the garage’s Ford 100E van which 
had a sidevalve engine and a three-speed gearbox. We got completely lost 
and came nowhere! However, that didn’t put us off: we repaired the Riley 
and did two seasons of restricted (entry) and national rallies in it. I entered 
my first international rally, the 1960 RAC Rally, in the Riley. Starting at 
Blackpool we didn’t get very far as we went straight on through a high wall 
at a T junction near Pateley Bridge in Yorkshire and wrote the car off. Rene 
Trautmann and the rest of the Works Citroen team went through the same 
road just up the road so we were in good company!

Once the Riley had gone I decided that I needed a Mini for future rallies. 
The 850 Mini was just starting to be used by the Works team, it looked 
like the car to have and it was cheap. I bought one (registered 899 PPP) 
and took it to Don Moore for engine tuning. After Don had finished with 
it the car pulled to 7,200rpm in top gear on a downhill stretch, but he had 
overdone it a bit, and so he had to replace the full race camshaft fitted 
with a milder one as I wanted to use it for rallies not races. The car was 
fantastic: I did 17 international rallies in three years in it. I even did the 
Liege-Sofia-Liege rally in it three times although I never actually got to 
the finish. The Liege was a high speed 96 hour road race from Liege in 
Belgium to Sofia in Bulgaria and back. The first time I did it in 1961 Bob 
Freeborough and I got lost on the Yugoslav coast due to inexperience 
and we ran out of time. The second time was in 1962, were we broke 
the sump in deepest Yugoslavia and had to resort to plaster and bandages 
borrowed from the local hospital to keep the oil in. The third time, in 
1963, we had the Mini super tuned by Don Moore to try and keep up 
with the pace, but the car had endless punctures and we ran out of tyres. 
I met Timo Makinen on that event though as he had crashed his Austin 
Healey and was out as well. That was the start of our friendship.

I came to the attention of BMC as I decided to do the 1963 Acropolis 
Rally. We were up against a lot of SAABs and DKWs but they went too 
fast losing control on the slippery Greek tarmac and crashed out, handing 
us the 850cc class. That class win got us noticed by Stuart Turner who 
helped us out with parts and money. I decided to stick to international 
rallies from then on as to win nationals you needed a genius navigator 
plus it was getting boring driving round and round Wales all the time.

For 1964 I bought a written-off 1275 Cooper S, rebuilt it and did nine 
international rallies in it. Then I had a phone call at the garage one 
morning in the middle of September 1964 from Diana Kirkby, Stuart 
Turner’s secretary. Timo’s co-driver for the Tour de France had fallen 
ill and could I catch a plane to Lille that afternoon and do the rally 

with him? I didn’t hesitate in saying ‘yes’ and got a lift to Heathrow via 
Abingdon, where I picked up some money and a suitcase full of drive 
shafts that I had to take as hand luggage. The Tour went on for about 
ten days with Timo driving at the circuits and hillclimbs where the 
speed tests were held, and me driving the road sections in between. 
We did pretty well and were the only BMC Works car still running 
when a taxi shot out of a side road near Monza straight into the side 
of our Cooper S (putting it out of the rally). I thought that my Works 
career was over and went home expecting nothing more to come of it.

I carried on with my own rally programme and received another phone 
call from Abingdon in October. Would I like to do some testing for the 
1965 Monte with Timo? Apparently, he had insisted on me as his co-
driver as we had got on well during the Tour de France and Stuart let him 
have his way. We tested both 970cc and 1275cc Cooper S models and 
Timo was entered in Group 3, the GT category, in a 1275 S registered as 
AJB 44B. We went out to the Alps again in December after the RAC Rally 
and recced and practised the stages for six weeks before the event. 

Starting from Stockholm we nearly lost the rally on three occasions. The 
first time was in Germany when we were following Paddy. A car coming 
in the opposite direction lost control and rolled between the two Minis 
and into the ditch! It was sheer luck that it missed both of us. Then at the 
Luxembourg control the officials lost our timecard. We were due out 

Timo Makinen and Paul Easter blast off at the start of the stage on the 
1967 Tulip Rally where they eventually finished in second place

Paul Easter with the late John Handley at the start of the 
1970 World Cup rally which ended with early engine failure

Paul Easter in his early days at Abingdon
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and would be eliminated without it; luckily I found it under the control 
table hidden behind a cloth. We were the first car to arrive in Gap. Timo 
checked into the control while I changed the front wheels and got the 
correct time on our timecard. But the controller recorded our arrival 
time on his sheet not expecting us to be early. This error was corrected 
in Monte Carlo. You can imagine our surprise to see the results showing a 
road penalty. The Col St. Barnabe near St. Auban was completely blocked 
with an abandoned Citroen covered in snow. As a novice co-driver I 
decided to cut to the next time control. If any following had got by we 
would have been heavily penalised. We had to wait 30 minutes at the next 
control which enabled more cars to qualify as finishers.

Timo was just fantastic, a genius at work. In blizzard conditions he kept the 
car on the road even though the snow came over the Mini’s roof at times. 
He drove at such speed that we did not lose any time at all on the way to 
Monte – the only car to do so. He suffered with a bad back ever after that 
time from peering under the driving snow trying to see the road. We had to 
navigate using our road notes that had buildings as landmarks. The signposts 
had disappeared and with constant wheelspin the Halda was useless. After 
Gap we were the first car (on the road) even though our start number was 
52: we had passed all 51 cars that started in front of us! It was incredibly 
lonely that night: we didn’t see anyone until we came out of the mountains 
at Pont Charles Albert. No photographers or spectators could get to the 
stages as the weather was so bad. 35 of the original 239 cars reached Monte 
Carlo and of those only 22 completed the Mountain Circuit, the final night of 
stages. We had a good run on the Circuit although the ignition failed at the 
top of a Col. We leapt out and changed the points, but dropped the fibre 
insulating sleeve in the rush. Somehow the car fired up and we carried onto 
win by several minutes, although the car would not fire up the next day. 
I have always believed firmly in luck. Timo really hit a peak on that event; 
although his driving looked spectacular from the outside he was totally in 
control inside the car. He never drove at any less than flat-out pace.

I did many other rallies with Timo, any event with him as an adventure. 
He really knew how to enjoy life. One rally I remember well was the 
1965 Acropolis Rally. Timo and I wanted to do the event but it wasn’t on 
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the BMC calendar. Stuart said that we could do it on the basis of only one 
entry plus one service car with himself and mechanic Pete Bartram. We 
did the recce in thick mud and on the event had an all-out battle with the 
Mercedes team. Stuart had a head on collision with a bus in the service 
car which put them out of action so I had to keep the car running. On the 
ferry to Patras we tipped the Mini on its side and I began replacing the 
driveshaft couplings. The ferryman was going mad as petrol was pouring 
into the bilges, so we righted the Mini and completed the job at the next 
control. I didn’t have time to put the sump guard back on so that was 
in the car with us. Then the exhaust fell off and I put that in the car too, 
where it set fire to the carpets. We carried on with me throwing the 
burning bits of carpet out of the window until the rear subframe started 
to break up. The service crew had got themselves going again so the next 
time we met them the Mini went up on its side again and they started 
welding. Inevitably it caught fire as petrol was running out of the tanks 
and one carburettor melted. We put the fire out and managed to restart 
the engine. What was left of the car finally gave up the ghost with ruined 
bearings only half an hour from the end of the event and we were out. 
We tried so hard to finish that rally’.

Although Paul was offered a contract by Ford once BMC’s reign was over 
in international rallies, he decided to retire from professional sport and 
concentrate again on his family business. He did continue to compete in 
vintage car events and he came out of retirement to drive with Timo Makinen 
and others in historic rallies including several editions of the Rallye Monte 
Carlo Historique. What was it about the Mini that made it so very successful?

‘The car itself was a winner, but what made it all happen was the fantastic 
BMC team. Any one of the drivers or mechanics would have done anything 
for the team. We were so close and have had many reunions over the years 
to stay in touch. The other teams could not touch us in that respect. I was 
lucky to have been part of the best period in rallying in my opinion.’

Peter Barker

Copyright Peter Barker 2018. 

Paul Easter at Abingdon in 2017 reunited with his first drive for 
Abingdon when he did the 1964 Tour de France with Timo Makinen
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Regional thoughts from the leafy Warwickshire region 

Having read the Chairman’s Chat comments in the December 
magazine, it would be very sad if the club removes the NEC show 
from its list of events in 2018. So I thought it appropriate to write to 
the Editor to express my thoughts.

I have discussed with Robert his comment that “The team that has 
run the club stand for the last 4 years has come from the south 
coast.”  Yes, it has been mainly Kent region members recently plus 
Sally Salter and Graham from the Hampshire region, but please 
do not forget the contribution from members of the Oxford plus 
Herts & North London regions who supported the club for many 
years before that. The late Stephen Smith’s vision was for the club 
to promote a professional approach to club displays. Sally Salter has 
supported the event with her ‘pop-up’ club shop since that time and 
her contribution over those years should not be ignored or forgotten.

Warwickshire region is probably the most local but quite honestly its 
members, including me are getting past their “best before organising 
show dates” and cannot commit to at least 5 days of tension, not just 
the 3 days of the show but the planning; including budgetary control! 
In my opinion, the NEC has been very much a MUST DO EVENT 
for the MCR to maximise the club’s profile. The Committee have 
supported the show for many years but the time has now come for 
them to assess the cost benefit of attending the show and should 
budget accordingly. Robert has disclosed to me how much it costs 
to be at the event in 2017 and I had not appreciated the increase in 
expenditure due to southern based support and management!   

At the show I passed the MCR display many times and the facial 
expressions on the faces of the visitors was a site to behold thanks to the 
choice of cars and the enthusiasm of the MCR representatives ‘manning’ 
(or neutral gendering!) the stand. Well done Justin, it was a great choice 
of cars and a tribute to the owners of the cars displayed, who in my 
opinion , should be named with details of their cars for those who could 
not be at the show to appreciate the variety of cars on display.

Looking forward to 2018, as the majority of regular organisers within 
the club get no younger, I suspect the club needs to create a new 

strategy for promoting the club at major shows such as the NEC 
every year, with prepared guidelines for stand/display management. 

The Committee and its supporters put a tremendous effort into the 
Club’s event at Beaulieu, which is reflected, in the financial support 
it provides for the club. The Minis to… and Touring Assembly runs 
are also well received and supported. It all takes a great deal of 
time and personal effort from a very few who happen historically 
to be based in the southern parts of England. But so were the Mini 
factories and Competition Department.

During the last few years the regions have received financial support 
from the club to acquire small gazebos and flag banners which can 
be transported in our lickle Minims. Maybe the show list should 
be extended to include a membership pop up banner and small 
membership display table for membership forms. Simple but efficient, 
easily manageable and consistent ‘marketing’ of the club at smaller 
shows where local members do not need to pay excessive entry fees! 
I’d be interested to hear what other regional organisers feel.

My suggestion for 2018 is that the committee and ‘southern’ show 
organising teams devote their efforts to Beaulieu and the London 
to Brighton Run especially as the club’s classic members (not old!) 
begin to be outnumbered by owners of post 1975 models. In fact 
the NEC had its fair share of more modern versions of classic 
names, so perhaps the time has come to withdraw from the NEC 
or put on a much smaller stand presence.

I consider that as we approach the club’s AGM in March members 
should let their regional organiser know their views on what I will 
label ‘The Way Forward’ for club representation. Please send me an 
email with your thoughts to Warwickshire@cliffdporter.co.uk and I 
will pass them on to the Committee for their consideration. 

Cliff Porter
Warwickshire Regional Organiser

(Ex NEC club stand organiser for many years, from Herts & 
North London plus Warwickshire region from 2007 until 2013 - 
with a lot support from southern members).

LETTERS

SAVE MONEY AND TIME
This is a reminder that you are able to renew your 

membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with your renewal 
notification, if you have not already signed up to this 

form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about renewing in the future 

as this will be done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS
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BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2018

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

New product. 
Jacking Point Grommets

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm



THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young

Thanks once again go to Philip Splett, 
who continues to come to my 

rescue by sending the odd envelope of 
stuff to the Archive. I only wish others 
were so generous, as without people 
sending contributions in, firstly the 
Archive won’t grow and perhaps more 
importantly, I won’t have anything to 
write about in the magazine.  I do of 
course have plenty of resources to fall 
back on in the Archive, but it is nice to 
write about fresh material. So, if you 
feel that you would have something 
that the Archive would be interested in, 
please let me know or, better still, pop 

it in an envelope and send it to me, the address is in the front of 
the magazine.  

Original material is always welcome but if you would rather, 
photocopies are happily received too.  If you want me to copy 
your original stuff, I can do just that, and send your originals back 
straight away. And don’t forget, if you do donate something to the 
Archive, it remains your property (unless you say otherwise) and 
you can request it to be sent back at any time – just let me know.  
So, go on, see if you can find something for the Archive that will 
interest fellow members - and make a valuable addition to the 
MCR’s Archive.

Innocenti Sales Brochure

Now back to Philip Splett again. Philip obviously has a great stash of 
sales brochures tucked away as he quite often sends a few in. This one 
however, is a very rare item and is an Innocenti brochure for the 90L 
and 120L. These lovely cars, some may recall, were Innocenti’s design 
as a replacement Mini that Rover should really have built if Issigonis had 
got his way. 

This somewhat boxy little two door hatch back is rather 
reminiscent of a shrunken Mk1 Golf to my eyes, and it really is 
where the Mini should have been by the late 70s, rather than 
struggling along with what by then was an outdated car. I’ve said 
it before, and I know many don’t agree, but the Mini should have 
been laid to rest around 1975 – by then is was, less we not forget, 
over twenty five years old. 

Anyway, this very modern looking Eurobox was available in either 
a 1000cc or 1300cc engine with a reasonable level of trim and 
with that very useful hatchback to give access to what seemed a 
reasonable sized luggage area. The nice square headlight and neat 
front end looked very modern for the times, complete with a nice 
set of Rostyle wheels. All in all, a great looking car that should really 
have been sold here too.

Triangulated lower arms

So moving swiftly on, the first article that Philip sent in is one that I first 
saw several years ago. It’s an article from Motor from March 1968 
that tested 441 HOP. This was a rally prepared Cooper S owned and 
prepared by Mark Ridout, a friend of mine who sadly died many years 
ago. I didn’t know Mark when he ran this Mini, we only became friends 
when we both competed in Renault Alpines. So, I was very interested 
to read about his Mini that he often reminisced about. 

Back then Mark was a Taurus dealer, so needless to say, his car had 
most of their equipment in his engine, plus a good deal of his own 
special mods fitted, one of which was the special triangulated bottom 
arms that he fabricated.  

20 | www.minicooper.org

Very attractive Mini replacement from Innocenti

Eurobox shape reminiscent of a shrunken VW Golf

Very period bright green paint 
and comfortable interior

Mark Ridout's Cooper S in full flight



As you can see from the picture, Mark had welded an additional 
arm between the front tie bar and the lower camber arm. This 
triangulated the whole bottom arm, which must have stiffened 
everything up considerably and effectively stopped any wayward 
movement of the suspension on its rubber bushes. Of course 
triangulated lower arms are common place in many suspension 
set ups, so it is a surprise to me that this obviously effective 
modification never seems to have caught on. Mark, in the article, 
and the tester, certainly raved about the stable handling of the car 
with this arm modification.  Food for thought for a Mini specialist to 
consider remaking perhaps?

Cooper S Moke

Moving on to Motor from November 1969 when they tested, of all 
things, a Cooper S Mini Moke. This car was one of four promotional 
1275cc Mokes used in the Players No6 Autocross series. These Mokes 
were powered by a Cooper S stage 2 tuned engine with 1½” SUs, a 
510 camshaft, Janspeed exhaust manifold and exhaust system. The 
headlights and windscreens had been removed but had a John Aley 
roll cage fitted. Dry suspension with Konis kept every thing on the 
level. The close ratio gearbox and low final drive on Dunlop SP44’s 
completed the package. 

The performance of the car showed the standing quarter of a mile 
in 17.3 seconds, almost 1 second quicker than a standard Cooper 
S – although I would have thought the beast would have gone 
quicker, especially as it must have weighed less than the Cooper 
S. Never having driven a Moke (I had a sheltered childhood) I 
would imagine all that open air motoring with tuned Cooper S 
power must have been quite something. The former editor of our 
magazine here has always hankered after a Mini Moke, so perhaps 
one with Cooper S power would fit the bill and keep me interested 
as well.

OBL 47F on Scottish Rally

Although with my Ex-Works hat on, the records show no 
mention of OBL 47F, nor in fact, that it competed on the Scottish 
rally. However, this Special Tuning demonstrator did do just 
that event in the hands of that Nick Brittan, and courtesy of 
AutoCar we have a report of how their event went. Well, not 
very well is the answer. Primarily Nick broke OBL on the rough 
Scottish forest tracks, notorious for their destructiveness - OBL’s 
hydrolastic suspension cried enough and the car was sidelined 
into retirement. This is a very entertaining article on the trials and 
tribulations of this fraught entry.  

Navigated by Hamish Cardno, very much a rallyman and driven 
by Nick Brittan, very much a race man, but for both AutoCar 
journalists, this was always going to be a conflict of interests. As a 
roundy-roundy man, driving for 36 hours in a Mini over rough roads 
was never going to enthral Nick Brittan. It ended with Nick Brittan 
concluding that all rally drivers were lunatics. The details of their 
downfall was that they damaged the suspension (well, they bust a 
hydro unit actually) when they left the road. Once extracted by a 
local tractor, the otherwise unscathed OBL skipped seven special 
stages in a vain attempt to locate the BMC service crews to try and 
effect a repair. With no suspension on the drivers side and just 2 
½ inches of ground clearance, continuing on the rough stuff was a 
non starter unless it could be fixed. Nick Brittan commented that 
driving a Mini without suspension was like wrestling a runaway 
pneumatic drill! Through the night they dashed, with only one 
headlight and at best two of the four auxiliary lamps working, but 
they located the BMC barge at breakfast time.  However, by the 
time the replacement displacer was fitted, they were outside their 
maximum lateness, and so they did what all retirees from rallying do 
– adjourned to the bar!

Until next month

Robert Young
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Unique triangulated bottom arm

Bog trotting in a very powerful Cooper S Moke

OBL 47F, the ST demonstrator on the Scottish Rally



TECHNICAL TOPICS − All about Engines - Part 4

Morse testing

This is not about morse code but an engine test called a ‘Morse Test’. 
Checking cylinder pressures and adjusting carburettor mixtures 

does not tell you how much power each individual cylinder is producing, 
but this test will. 

The assumption we make, is that all of the engine cylinders generate 
the same power, well they don’t. If you think about it, with an ‘A’ series 
engine the water is fed into and out of the engine, and it is pumped 
around, all next to number one cylinder. This means that number four 
cylinder usually runs hotter and will therefore produce a different 
amount of power. Exhaust on cylinders two and three will not 
scavenge as well as one and four because cylinders two and three are 
siamesed on the ‘A’ series engine, and this central exhaust is handling 
twice the flow.

Wherever there is a difference is temperature there will be a difference 
in power output. We know two carburettors are better than one to 
distribute the fuel, so engine designers spend a lot of time trying to 
ensure all cylinders get an equal share of the fuel air mixture. However, 
for reasons of costs or space, this principle is sometimes compromised 
and it certainly is with the ‘A’ series engine.

The Morse test is a test that allows you to calculate the power 
generated in each cylinder and the engine’s Indicated Horse Power 
(IHP). The IHP is the power to overcome friction and pumping losses 
plus the power generated when the fuel air mixture is ignited. The 
assumption made is that the friction HP and the pumping HP remain 
the same after disabling a cylinder. This can be said to be a valid 
assumption because it only takes a short time to short out one plug 
lead to disable a cylinder.

This test method was a favourite of Keith Duckworth, one of the 
Cosworth Engineering founders, when developing his very successful 
V8 F1 engine. So it is a useful testing tool with a certain amount of 
street credibility.

The test is quite straight forward see Figure 1.
• Column 2 Bring the engine up to rated speed and load and record the 

engine power, Brake Horse Power (BHP) in column No. 2
• Column 3 Remove plug lead or short out one plug at a time to disable 

that cylinder, then bring the engine up to rated speed again and 
record power.

• Repeat this for every cylinder.
• Column 4 To find the IHP of each cylinder take column number 2 

from number 3. The addition of column 4 is the engine’s total IHP
• Column 5 We will assume the total friction loss across the engine is 

equal for every cylinder then IHP(Column 4) -HP(Column 4)  divided 
by the number of cylinders is the friction loss in each cylinder.

• Column 6 The power generated in each individual cylinder will be 
2 - (3+5)

• Mechanical efficiency of the engine is then HP(Column 2) divided by 
IHP(Column 4).

Now for a few sums
• IHP = 40 + 30 + 30 + 40 = 140 HP
• HP lost to friction = IHP - BHP = 140 - 100 = 40 HP
• Assume pumping losses/friction is the same for each cylinder then; 

Losses per cylinder are 40/4 = 10HP
• The  power generated by each individual cylinder is (taking cylinder 

one as an example); 100 - (60 + 10) = 30HP.
• Mechanical efficiency of the engine is; HP/IHP = 100/140 = 71%

There are some assumptions in these calculations, such as friction 
being the same in each cylinder, and the test is dependent on 
measurements always being taken at the same engine speed. 
However, this test can be carried out on a chassis rolling road or 
absorbing engine dynamometer without the need to use a more 
expensive regenerative dynamometer, hence the popularity of this 
type of test.

The average Mini owner may say what use is this test to me? Well, 
it’s a top down test that shows what the engine is actually doing. The 
closer your are able to replicate real world installation conditions, 
the more you can understand what influences the engine’s 
performance. You can check mechanical and electrical engine 
systems etc, but if there is bad porting in the head or a coolant 
temperature gradient effecting power you will never know. And the 
engine could be just written off as a ‘poor performer’.

For the tuners and racers amongst you, this type of test allows you 
to optimise individual cylinder performance. Is number 4 cylinder 
performing better than number 1 or why are cylinders 2 and 3 
performing differently to 1 and 4 etc. Also, how much power is lost 
through friction and can anything be done about it?

Ideally, every cylinder in the engine should perform equally, but we 
know they don’t, especially if there is a single carburettor feeding four 
cylinders and siamesed exhaust ports serving cylinders 2 and 3. It is 
not necessary to carry out this test at maximum engine speed, but 
usually the bigger cylinder differences happen when the engine is under 
maximum stress. So next time the car is on the rolling road chassis 
dynamometer for a tune up, try the Morse Test to see if every cylinder 
is pulling its weight.

References
• Engine Testing Theory & Practice by Plint & Martyr 

Published by Butterworth Heinemann
• First Principles by Norman Burr, 

Published by Veloce Publishing
• Applied Thermodynamics Problems for Engineers by Peck & 

Richmond  Published by  Edward Arnold Publishing

Richard Pengelly ©

By Richard Pengelly
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1 2 3 4 5 6

Cylinder 
number

Total Engine 
Power BHP

Engine Power 
with one 

cylinder disabled

IHP per Cylinder 
(2-3)

Friction HP per 
cylinder

2 - (3+5) 
Individual 

cylinder BHP

1 100 60 40 10 30

2 100 70 30 10 20

3 100 70 30 10 20

4 100 60 40 10 30

Figure 1
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves
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Continued from January…

 After the events of the 1960 Belgian GP there were 
just two weeks before the 6th round of the 1960 WDC 
which took place on 3rd July at France’s Reims road circuit. 
On the weekend in-between however, the Le Mans 24 
Hour Sports Car endurance race was taking place, although 
neither of Cooper’s Works drivers were driving and for that 
matter there was not even one Cooper racing car entered. 
There was however several drivers from the WDC that 
had swapped into various sports car seats to drive in the 
prestigious annual 24 hour French classic - defiantly one race 
to win.

Back at Surbiton, the Works team only had a week to finish 
construction of the new ‘spare’ Works T53 and prepare both 
race cars, before the team packed up and arrived in Reims on 
Tuesday, 28th June, for the three following days of GP practice. 
While Saturday loomed as a break day in official proceedings, 
before the serious side of Sunday’s race. It was yet another busy 
schedule although the least stressful WDC event for the Works 
Cooper team thus far into the season.
 
Formula Juniors were also racing at this meeting, with a 
small group of Cooper- BMC powered cars entered. The 
Juniors having their first practice before the GP cars (that 
had arrived by then) were able to do their first day’s practice 
scheduled for 6pm. The Works Cooper team appears to 
have been the best prepared at this early stage, with Bruce 
and Jack ready to go once 6pm arrived. Despite this being 
Bruce’s second visit to Reims, the Kiwi followed the Aussie 
for a few familiarisation laps. Jack was soon into his rhythm 
and began his mission on what would be winning bottles 
of the Champagne Region’s finest by continually bettering 
his lap times throughout 2 of the 3 practice sessions. In 
doing so, he would have been demoralising other drivers 
with his 'catch me if you can' efforts. The ‘Automobile Club 
de Champagne’ offered 100 bottles per day for fastest lap 
during practice. No doubt a mixed selection with Mumm 
& Co and Moet and Chandon amongst no fewer than 15 
suppliers listed and advertised in the official programme. The 
champers would eventually come in very handy, even if Jack 
was a non-drinker. 
 
With more bugs ironed out of the Works Cooper T53s, 
including the fitting of a larger oil pump to help lubricate 
the crown wheel & pinion differential problems they’d been 
previously experiencing, Jack took his second 1960 pole 
position in France having knocked 2.6 seconds off Tony 
Brooks 1959 Ferrari lap record of 2.19.4 and 2.9 seconds off 
his own 1959 T51 time of 2.19.7 – setting the new record 
at 2.16.8 during the 2nd practice day. Significantly in front of 
nearest rival Phil Hill’s no.2 Ferrari following in his wake on 
2.18.2 (set in 3rd day practice) and final member of the front 
row being Graham Hill’s no.12 BRM with 2.18.4 also set in 
the 2nd day’s practice.
 
Bruce’s first practice had seen him settle for a 2.20.0 lap 
on the 1st day's runs. Then finally, 2.19.6 during Friday 
practice that would ultimately secure his no.18 T53 a 
4th row 9th place on the 20 car grid that included a further 
8 Coopers with various engine types including, Maserati 
and Ferrari further down the grid. It was during the Friday 
runs Bruce found his car’s engine had lost 200rpm on the 
long Reims potentially 180mph straights. ‘Cooper Golden 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

Well folks we’re here for a good time, not a long time! John Cooper and his 2 
drivers sharing a giggle over some French bubbly.
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Years’ mentions, “Earlier he had been worried 
by the breathing arrangements of his (Weber) 
carburettors and had increased the inlet slot by 
50 percent without any success. Now he was 
revs down!” It then mentions “A conference in 
the pits produced an overwhelming decision of 
‘change of wind direction’ but Bruce was neither 
amused nor satisfied.”
 
Having lost one of their driver’s in Belgium, 
Team Lotus had John Surtees listed in the Reims 
race programme to take Alan Stacey’s place. 
However, it was somewhat premature as John 
was still committed to MV Augusta in the 1960 
500cc Motorcycle GP Championship and a date 
clash prevailed – the French car GP clashed 
with the Belgian bike GP. So, Ron Flockhart took 
the Reims Lotus drive and in doing so created a 
rather unique team for the weekend, with three 
Scotsmen in Chapman’s cars – Innes Ireland and 
Jim Clark of course being the others. 'Motor 
Sport' even joked that Colin Chapman was 
learning the bagpipes to call his drivers. 

This event also saw Vanwall re-enter the F1 
grids with Tony Brooks in bearing magnate, 
Tony Vandervell’s new low line front-engined 
car. Their successful years of 1957/58 had 
quickly been overshadowed by the likes of 
Cooper and Lotus – so the Reims outing 
became an ill-fated attempt that lasted 7 laps. 
Their effort not furthered much at all, even 
with the construction of the 1961 rear engine 
Vanwall that Jack Brabham would be asked to 
drive at the non-WDC Silverstone International 
in May 1961 – he tested it, but declined to race. 
Within Vanwall’s heritage, it includes the first 
Vanwall specials of 1954 being chassis’ designed 
and built by The Cooper Car Company (as 
opposed to the even earlier thinly disguised 
Ferrari ‘Thinwall specials’) the 1960 French 
GP would be their last hurrah on a World 
Championship grid.
 
I mentioned within a caption in last month’s 
piece where cars would go past the exposed 
Spa pits at very high speeds – Reims was no 
different and this race meeting showed exactly 
how dangerous it could be. ‘Automobile Year’ 
mentions GP Director, Raymond Roche, 
started the race before everyone was ready, 
Denis Jenkinson (aka DSJ) August 1960 Motor 
Sport’s report, gives a full and telling reasoning 
behind what had gone on. “During practice, 
the starter had been telling everyone that 
contrary to the regulations everyone had to 
be off the track at the 30-seconds signal, and 
at any time from then until zero he would be 
liable to give the starting signal, giving it as and 
when he considered everyone to be ready. 
He stuck to his word and gave it about 28 
seconds before it was due and unknown to him 
Graham Hill could not get his B.R.M. into gear. 
Everyone roared off and there followed an 
awful commotion, as can be imagined with one 
of the cars on the front row not moving. Those 
immediately behind dodged the stationary 
BRM, but Trintignant came charging through 
the exhaust and rubber smoke and rammed 
the BRM really heartily, putting it sideways on 
with its back wheels all out of line. Meanwhile 
Bianchi had swooped to the right and hit the 
Vanwall, which had in turn caused Halford to 
spin. Bianchi's Cooper spun across the road and 
landed up by the pits, pointing the wrong way, 
Halford was stalled across the grid, Graham 

Graham Hill’s damaged BRM just after it was hit by Trintignant’s Cooper  
on the Reims grid front row

An early battle, Jack leads Wolfgang von Trips Ferrari into Thillois corner

Slipstreaming Coopers - Bruce chases, as Oliver looks back to see where the Kiwi is
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Hill was still sitting there helplessly and 
Trintignant limped his bent Cooper 
into the pits. Halford and Bianchi were 
restarted and joined the race which was 
now streaming round the back of the 
circuit towards Muizon hairpin.”
 
So, by the time Maurice Trintignant’s 
Centro-Sud Cooper-Maserati had left 
his 7th row of the 20 car grid he hit 
Hill’s stationary front row BRM P48 with 
some pace and it's surprising the rear of 
the BRM was not more damaged than is 
shown in the attached feature photo. You 
might notice that despite the BRM being 
around 90 degrees to how it should be, 
it hasn’t crossed the start/finish line, 
even with a shove. Regardless of this 
unfortunate incident the 50 lap, 259 
mile race continued. As I’ve mentioned 
before, no safety cars during these times. 

This was definitely a Surbiton versus 
Maranello affair after the Ferrari’s 
of Phil Hill and Wolfgang von Trips 
initially became Jack’s biggest threat 
for this particular race, Jack and Phil 
swapping the lead several times before 
lap 20. The two red front engined cars 
certainly giving the green rear engine 
car a push along. Quite literally at one 
point early in the race, with Phil's car 
hitting the rear wheel of the Cooper 
crushing the Ferrari's nose in doing so. 
That was until the 29 lap battle ended 
with the retirement of his Ferrari due 
to damaged transmission. A recurring 
problem for all 3 Ferraris that day 
with Willy Mairesse out on lap 15 and 
von Trips a couple of laps after Hill's 
car was parked. Although because of 
laps covered, Hill and von Trips were 
recorded as finishers, but their premature 
race ends had made Jack's race easier 
with no further risk to his lead.
 
Bruce had spent much of his race 
competing in close proximity with 
Yeoman Credit Cooper driver, Olivier 
Gendebien ‘fresh’ from winning Le Mans 
the weekend before and Innes Ireland's 
Lotus 18. Each trying to stay one place in 
front of the other with position swapping 
between them, as their battle continued 
and gained places as others dropped 
out. That was until Innes' fragile Lotus 
suffered front suspension ball joint issues 
and required a quick fix to continue in 
the race. Bruce’s Climax engine was 
still down 200 revs and meant he was 
slightly down on power, but his T53 had 
improved airflow against Gendebien’s 
‘old’ Cooper T51. 

Towards the end of the race Bruce’s 
car began to occasionally suffer engine 
seizure. So getting to the finish line saw 
him nurse the car to the chequered 
flag. It was later found to be caused by 
overheating when collapsed ducting 
within his car’s nose cone had blocked 
airflow through the radiator. Despite the 
necessity of sympathetic driving Bruce 
was still able to take third. Splitting places 
for 2 of the Yeoman Credit Coopers, 
Henry Taylor taking 4th while Olivier 

The August 1960 Motor Sport cover shows the oversteering Phil Hill’s Ferrari with the damaged 
nose it had sustained hitting Jack Brabham, seen here in second

Gendebien’s drive produced a fine second, although around 49 seconds in arrears of the 
winner. Henry being drafted in to the YCRT with Bruce Halford because they had 2 seats 
to fill in France - Tony Brooks was in the Vanwall after Chris Bristow's tragedy at Spa. 
Henry's open wheel career fairly short with him swapping motor sport genre by taking 
up rallying and ultimately tasked as Comps Manager for Ford. This meant he was trying 
to get some kudos for the blue oval brand while Stuart Turner and the BMC Comps 
Department was a hard act to beat. 

So it is that records show seven varied Coopers in the top 10 for this race split by the 
three Scotsmen in the Team Lotus cars in 5th, 6th and 7th places driven by Flockhart, 
Clark and Ireland. 

Jack now had a hat-trick of wins for the season as leading car at arrivée in Reims. And he 
wasn’t about to stop with the next race on British soil, so more next time...

This British Pathe link will show you the French GP start shambles https://youtu.be/T4fSgMap-6o

Stephen Dalton
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By Niall Cook

COMPETITION

Part 1

The Tenth Anniversary edition of the Mini Cooper Register’s Northumberland Borders Rally, 
along with its sister event, the Tynedale Rally for novices, attracted a record entry of 20 cars for 

a day of classic Mini rallying using OS maps 81 (Alnwick & Morpeth), 88 (Newcastle upon Tyne) and 
75 (Berwick upon Tweed).  Sponsorship was again generously provided by YBracing, as well as new 
sponsors Green Mountain Travel, and the Borders was, for a third year, a qualifying round of the 
Historic Rally Car Register (HRCR) Premier Rally Championship. 

Pre-event favourites, following wins on the previous four runnings of the event, were Graeme 
Cornthwaite and top local navigator Ali Proctor. There was, however, fierce competition in the 
form of Steve Entwistle partnered by the current HRCR champion navigator Andy Pullan in Paddy 
Hopkirk’s famous 6 EMO Cooper S, fresh from the Rally of the Tests, as well as winners of the 
2012 Borders, the evergreen Pete Tyson and Neil Harrison.  In the Newcomer class, Richard 
Derrick and Robert Duley were back to defend the title they won in 2016, while on the Tynedale, 
Chloe Browning and Dave Fletcher were seeded highest following their class win on it in 2015 
and second place last year.

Both the Borders and the Tynedale again comprised of two legs. The first leg, in the 
afternoon, saw crews tackling timed tests on private land while the second, following a rest 
break at the Drift Café overlooking the picturesque Druridge Bay, involved a plot and bash 

exercise through the lanes after dark.  With 
a competitive road mileage of 55 miles 
compared to 90 for the Borders, this second 
leg was slightly shorter for the novices on 
the Tynedale. Although the weather on 
the day was good, the later timing of the 
event compared to previous years saw 
predominantly hard surfaces being used for 
the tests. This also made tyre choice simpler 
for crews, many opting to run Yokohamas.  

Scrutineering and Signing On began at 9am 
at Green Mountain Travel’s premises in 
Cramlington.  From there, crews then headed 
in a north easterly direction towards the 
coast for the first of eight timed tests.  Held 
at the old Alcan aluminium smelting works 
near Lynemouth, a sprawling 320 acre, 
partly-demolished, former industrial site 
overlooked by wind turbines, quickest on the 
test were Cornthwaite/Proctor, followed by 
fellow experts Peter and Dougie Humphrey 
and Tyson/Harrison.  It was a similar story 
on the next test, Test 2, also at the Alcan.  
Cornthwaite/Proctor were fastest but with 
Entwistle/Pullan edging out Humphrey/
Humphrey for second.

A short link section then took crews to 
Test 3, which was in the yard at nearby East 
Moor Farm. An entirely different kind of 
test, much tighter requiring more precise 
car control, Cornthwaite/Proctor were 
again quickest with Humphrey/Humphrey 
outdoing Entwistle/Pullan this time to grab 
second. After completing Test 3, crews then 
made their way, via Widdrington Station, to 
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Peter and Dougie Humphrey get clocked out of East Moor 
Farm by Essex Region's Graham Robinson & Phil Brent
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Position Car no. Driver Club Navigator Club Car reg. Class Time

1 1 Graeme Cornthwaite KLMC Ali Procter H MNW 124F Expert 12:37

2 4 Peter Humphrey B Douglas Humphrey B DYJ 485E Expert 12:51

3 3 Pete Tyson KLMC Neil Harrison KLMC FEO 823F Expert 12:52

4 9 Peter Metcalfe W Guy Wickham B WTC 111D Expert 13:31

5 6 Stephen Owens I Henry Carr I/HRCR WTU 382J Expert 13:56

6= 2 Steve Entwistle MCR Andy Pullan I/HRCR 6 EMO Expert 14:15

6= 7 Barry Bradley MCR Stewart Lawrence MCR OAS 944 Expert 14:15

8 14 Chloe Browning MCR David Fletcher MCR HOJ 213W Novice 14:18

9 5 Jonathan Swales M/HRCR Sam Spencer M/HRCR OPL 972L Expert 15:17

10 18 Thomas Robinson MCR Ross Cuthberts MCR HBE 790D Novice 16:32

11 11 Richard Derrick MCR Robert Duley MCR FFM 931H Newcomer 17:19

12 10 Andrew Brookes MCR/HRCR Nick Pullan HRCR CLH 288H Newcomer 18:38

13 12 Keith Proudfoot MCR James Heron MCR A13 UYR Newcomer 18:42

14 15 David Dickinson MCR Stuart Watson MCR A583 KNB Novice 20:45

15 17 Luke Carroll MCR Neil Kinch Mo 6604 KF Novice 21:55

16 20 Peter Harrison MCR Michael Harrison MCR E889 BTW Novice 22:52

17 13 Sally Ann Hewitt HE Mark Lewis HE SDC 383M Newcomer 23:25

18 8 Stephen Reynolds MCR Stuart Lamb MCR RFO 872 Expert 24:13

19 16 Gordon Reid H Rebecca O'Connell H LRR 870W Novice 24:22

20 19 Dick Wilkinson MCR Janet Wilkinson MCR GPK 101J Novice 26:31

Key to clubs:

MCR - Mini Cooper Register
B - Berwick MC
H - Hadrian MSC
HRCR - Historic Rally Car Register
HE - Hexham MC   

I - Ilkley MC
KLMC - Kirkby Lonsdale MC 
M - Malton MC
Mo - Morecambe MC
W - Whickham DMC

Positions after leg 1 - the tests

the next two tests, 4 and 5, both of which 
were at the old go-kart track at Eshott 
airfield.  These were very fast tests with 
different requirements to be followed on 
each lap of the track, including stopping in 
the box on the back straight on the first 
and missing out a loop on the second.  On 
Test 4, Cornthwaite/Procter continued their 
rich vein of form by producing fastest time, 
followed by Tyson/Harrison and Humphrey/
Humphrey.  On Test 5 however, which was 
a repeat run of Test 4, Cornthwaite/Proctor 
were knocked of the top spot by Stephen 
Reynolds and Stuart Lamb, with Humphrey/
Humphrey again third.  With only 2 seconds 
splitting all three crews, and 5 seconds 
between the top five fastest, it was incredibly 
tight at the top though.  In contrast, the 
wheels came off the wagon somewhat for 
Entwistle/Pullan who dropped time to their 
rivals when they picked up a penalty, both 
for a missed stop astride, and for going the 
wrong way around a cone.  Their shaky start 
to the event continued on the next test, Test 
6, a repeat run of Test 3 at East Moor Farm, 
when they picked up a penalty for failed stop 
astride. With Cornthwaite/Proctor failing 
to capitalise on this mistake by picking up a 
penalty too, the door was left open for not 
one but three crews to share the honour 
of best performance - Tyson/Harrison, 
Humphrey/Humphrey and Reynolds/Lamb 
all posting exactly the same time on the test. 
Another excellent performance came from 
novices Luke Carroll and Neil Kinch whose 
flamboyant run saw them post a time only a 
few seconds adrift. 

Tests 7 and 8 involved repeat runs of Test 
1 and 2, respectively, at the old Alcan 
site. To some extent, this saw normal 
service resumed with Cornthwaite/Proctor 
edging out Entwistle/Pullan on both tests.  
However, while Tyson/Harrison posted third 

best time on Test 7, it was the local crew of Peter Metcalfe and Guy Whickham that took 
third spot on Test 8.

Leading at the end of the first leg, by virtue of recording best performance on six of the eight 
tests, were Cornthwaite/Procter, with Humphrey/Humphrey second and Tyson/Harrison, third.  
In a very creditable eighth, mixing it with the experts was the novice crew of Browning/Fletcher 
while best placed newcomers were Derrick/Duley in eleventh.  In equal sixth at this stage, 
following uncharacteristic mistakes on a couple of the tests were Entwistle/Pullan.

Part 2 of the report in next month’s issue.

Niall Cook

Newcastle & Durham Region's Davy Dickinson 
and Stuart Watson about to start Test 7 at East 
Moor Farm

Steve Entwistle and Andy Pullan were fortu-
nate to be loaned Paddy Hopkirk's 6 EMO 
Cooper S for the rally
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Expert navigator Ali Procter finds time for 
the family in-between tests at the old Alcan 
site near Lynemouth
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Northumberland Borders Rally
By Neil Johnson

Fresh from his success on the RAC Rally of The Tests, Steve Entwistle 
made it a month to remember with an outright win on the 

Northumberland Borders Rally. The Rishton driver maintained the rich vein 
of form that netted him second place on the four day RAC classic to see 
off his Mini rivals by two minutes, again driving Paddy Hopkirk’s famous 
Cooper S, 6 EMO.

“It’s been a good couple of weeks, and after just missing out on the 
Rally of the Tests, I really wanted to win this” explained Entwistle.
“I won it in 2010 and 2012 with Orangebox, my own ex-Roy Mapple 
Mini, so it’s nice to get the hat trick.”

Seeded at car two for the Mini only event, Entwistle and navigator Andy 
Pullan, were one of the pre-event favourites, alongside former winners 
Graeme Cornthwaite and Ali Procter, and Pete Tyson and Neil Harrison. 
But the Northumberland Borders has an enviable reputation as a tough, 
but very well organised event, with  eight special tests following a lunchtime 
start from Cramlington and then a 115mile ‘plot and bash’ road rally.

And the highly rated Entwistle, the 2015 HRCR Clubman’s Champion, 
had a bit of a shock at the tea halt, finding himself down in an 
uncharacteristic sixth place. He said: “It was nothing to do with Andy, 
I was just out of sorts and couldn’t get any sort of rhythm going in the 
car, and maybe it was fatigue from doing the Rally of The Tests the 
week before. Anyway, I had a nice cup of tea and gave myself a good 
talking too, and that seemed to do the trick.”

“Niall Cook, who does a great job organising the Borders, had found 
some excellent lanes in the Cramlington area, and everything seemed 
to gell, although we had to push really hard to claw back the lost time.”

And Entwistle paid tribute to his navigator Andy Pullan, who was faultless in 
the left-hand seat. “Andy was brilliant, and anyway, he owed me as he was 
navigating for Paul Crosby when they beat us on the Rally of the Tests! 

“Once again, 6 EMO ran like clockwork, despite having a very hard 
couple of weeks, and I’d like to thank Paddy and Chris Harper at Mini 
Sport of Padiham for letting me use the car again.”

Results were:
1: Steve Entwistle/Andy Pullan 16m 15s.
2: Jonathan Swales/Sam Spencer 18m 17s.
3: Graeme Cornthwaite/Ali Procter 26m 37s.

Neil Johnson
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Mini girls rally team end of year 2017 summary
By Louise Thomas

Well that’s it; we did it… Dreams do 
come true!

The team has just completed the final round 
of the 2017 HRCR Old Stager Mini Sport Cup 
and we are extremely happy to say our final 
result is 2nd in the Mini Sport Cup Open Class!

Our Year:
The team’s year consisted of 6 rallies, 
covering 7,314 miles – excluding event 
mileage, 18 ferry journeys, many hours of 
preparation and promotion. All resulting in 
memories to last a lifetime, with new friends 
made and lessons learned.

Being only the team’s first year together, we 
achieved not only 2nd place in the Mini Sport 
Cup Open Class, but also notable results at 
the infamous Rally Isle of Man – 1st in Class N1 
and Best Lady Driver 2017, giving us an even 
greater want to do, learn and achieve more! 
We’re so happy to say that we managed to 
finish each rally in one piece, and with results in 
every round.

Epynt Dixies Challenge 4th in Class.
Caerwent 2nd in Class.
Solway Coast 3rd in Class.
Rally Isle of Man (consisting of 2 rallies) 
we gained 2nd in Class for both rounds, 
also bagging 1st in N1 Class and Best Lady 
Driver 2017.

The team also attended various non-rally 
events throughout the year, including:

The HRCR Open Day at the British Motor Museum to sign on for the 
Championship – 14thJanuary.
Mini Cooper Register’s National Mini Day at Beaulieu – 10th June.
Test Day at Kamas Motorsport Complex – 27th August.
Mini Action Day at Castle Combe Race Circuit – 30th September.

There are so many people to say thank you to, the team has had 
so much support over the past year, but firstly my father… Thank 
you Dad! Without his support, drive and encouragement, not to 
mention the hours, days and weeks of work that he has put into the 
Mini, Mini Girls would never have happened. Then thanks to my 
immediate family Alistair, Zak and Sam.

Thank you to all of our sponsors, in particular to Mini Sport Ltd and 
to Chris and Daniel Harper, from whom I have learned so much. 
Their advice and guidance has been invaluable. Mini Girls Rally Team 
is honoured to be sponsored by a company that never stands still, 
with a limitless passion for the car we all love. And our team were 
overwhelmed when we were contacted by Sanwa Trading & Co with 
the offer of sponsorship; we are again extremely honoured to have 
their backing.

Thank you all, we couldn’t have done it without our sponsor’s 
encouragement & support, and we hope we’ve made you proud of Mini 
Girls Rally Team.

Thank you to my co-drivers Emily and Heidi, for keeping me on the 
straight and sometimes, very narrow!

Thank you to Simon Malins and all at the Historic Rally Car Register 
for your hard work, encouragement and for providing the Mini with a 
unique Championship!

The HRCR Old Stager Mini Sport Cup has been absolutely fantastic, I 
would highly recommend that anyone who would like to compete, give 
it a go… It’s an incredible Championship for the car we all love, and the 
camaraderie between crews is like nothing else!”

The Mini Girls Rally Team has competed in the Mini Sport Cup to raise 
awareness and funds for Marie Curie UK. To donate £1 to £10 Text 
HRCR52 or visit the Mini Girls Rally Team’s Just Giving page.

Thank you one and all, what a year!

Lou – Mini Girls Rally Team Driver

Editor’s note - The photos used in the Rally Isle of Man article in 
January’s issue should have been credited to Mann Motorsport. Apologies 
for the oversight.
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REGISTERS

Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

GRX 330D

Some of you may have heard that 
Hugh Wyllie’s lovely car, GRX 330D 
was sadly destroyed in a fire where 
it was stored towards the end of 
October last year. The storage barn, 
on a farm near Abingdon, burnt down 
destroying more or less everything 
in it. Kenny O’Hare who looks after 
Hugh’s car, also lost two of his cars 
and a motorbike, along with all of his 
AutoJumble stock. Much as this is all 
very sad, it also seems that a person 
died in this disaster, although news 
and confirmation of this is sketchy and 

nothing seems to have been released by the police.  

It is assumed that the fire started in an adjacent portakabin where 
perhaps this luckless person may have been situated. It really isn’t clear 
who he was or what they were doing there. The upshot of this is that 
the entire area was closed off by the police as a crime scene for days 
preventing Kenny inspecting the damage and for Hugh, living as he 
does in Ireland; the process is even more frustrating. Hugh flew over to 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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England to see the car in November and was very saddened to see his 
pride and joy in such a sorry state. December came and went without 
too much progress as investigations as to the cause of the barn fire went 
along their slow methodical pace and finding asbestos in the building 
didn’t help much either. Now, at the beginning of January the car has 
been removed to safe keeping whilst the insurance is sorted out.  

I’m told by Kenny that the car really is in a very sorry state and that 
in his view it may not be repairable. This of course has deeply upset 
Hugh and his family, having had this car for many years. Those of us, 
who have spent time with Hugh, on numerous trips to Ireland and 
latterly on our Minis to Ireland runs, will have seen Hugh and Jan in 
their car at the head of the field, with it being driven with great gusto. 
I really can’t envisage these events without Hugh’s car. I do hope that 
an amicable solution can quickly be achieved to allow Hugh to build 
a replacement car. Fortunately, he has got agreed value insurance 
with Carole Nash, which also permits the owner to retain the salvage 
rights, so going forward this will greatly help.  

Monte Historique 

With the Monte Historique now almost with us, the Oxford Motor Club, 
who will be running the Time Control at Banbury have asked for us to 
display some suitable cars at their Control. It is hoped that there will be 
a lot of spectators there, even if the Monte Carlo Historique contingent 
starting from Glasgow only numbers a dozen cars. This is hardly surprising 
when they will have to do so much more motoring than most others. 
They leave Glasgow at 6pm on Wednesday 31st January with an overnight 
stop at Barnby Moor arriving at around midnight. They then journey 
down to the Control at Banbury which is on the A423, for lunch time. 

Hugh and Jan Wyllie at the start of the 2015 Minis to Ireland

Various Minis from across Europe attempt the Monte Historic

GRX 330D ready to restart in Ireland to go to the fabulous  
Renvyle Hotel

GRX 330D sandwiched in good company in Ireland
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The Oxford Motor Club would like cars in place by 9.30am on 
Thursday 1st February. The cars will be due at around 11.30am 
if they are running early and will depart from 1.30pm on their 
way to the Channel Tunnel. Once in France that evening they run 
through the night to arrive at Langres at midnight. Saturday sees the 
Concentration Run to Valance where they are joined by all of the 
other competitors from their various starting points, Reims, Oslo, Bad 
Hombourg, Barcelona and Monte Carlo. The following day, Sunday 
4th February, the Concentration Run continues with a charge around 
the Ardèche. Those who did Minis to Monte in 2016 know just how 
demanding the Ardèche can be in summer – imagine it in winter! A 
second day, Monday 5th sees another round trip back to Valance. 
Then on Tuesday the route heads for Monte Carlo where they arrive 
early afternoon. After some respite the final night up in the mountains 
above Monte sees the cars tackle the famous Col du Turini and 
others, before returning to Monte in the early hours. The prize giving 
happens on the Wednesday evening in the glitzy surroundings of the 
Monte Carlo Sporting Club.  

I’m unsure, at this moment, whom other than Peter Moss with his 
brother (in a BMW Ti) is doing the rally from the club. No doubt Bill 
Richards will be having a crack again but I know Mike Hyrons, who did 
it from Glasgow last year is giving it a rest this year - but 314 other cars 
are giving it a bash. Hopefully, the Banbury Control will be worth a visit. 
Patrick Walker has already volunteered to show his car at the Control 
and if any more would be interested please contact John Blackwell 
from the Oxford Motor Club as soon possible on any of the numbers /
email below so he can collate numbers as space may be limited if he 
get an enormous response. Try him at home: 01788 339500 or mobile: 
07857 403451 or Email: johnblackwell14@btinternet.com

Mini Junior Cup

From one very expensive event to perhaps the cheapest - Dave 
Thomas whose daughter runs their Mini in the Mini Girls Rally Team on 
the HRCR/MiniSport Championship, is promoting a Junior Cup within 
that Championship. This is designed for the under 25 year olds and is 
structured to be as cheap as possible and with the hope that parents 
will be persuaded to support their under 25s and get them into rallying. 

Dave is very keen that this is a success and I know from the enthusiasm he 
puts into everything he does, he will do his utmost to make it a success. 
I do hope that this championship within a championship attracts some of 
our younger members to have a go at the grass roots of Motorsports.  

Robert Young

The colourful harbour front at Monte Carlo awaits the finishers

The Mini Girls rally Team in action

Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

A Mk 1 Cooper S for less than £4,500! 
What must have been the bargain of 2017 
was up for auction on a USA website 
called Bring A Trailer (BAT). I’m not 
sure it started out as an online auction 
site, more a place where people could 
show their barn finds but these days it is 
more of a general classic car auction site 
and a Mini of some description turns up 
for auction fairly frequently. One other 
feature of the BAT site is that users can 
post questions and answers for all to see, 
more of this shortly.

This particular car was described as a 
1966 Mk 1 Cooper S project and with 

over forty photographs, many of which showed exactly what you want 
to see. Unfortunately, there was an error on the Heritage Certificate 
which described the car as an Austin although it did clearly show the 
Morris chassis number which matched the original chassis plate on the 
car. According to the Heritage Certificate it was built in July 1966 and 
originally finished in Almond green/Old English white and despatched to 
Italy. At some point it had been the subject of a comprehensive respray 
in dark blue but there was plenty of evidence of the original Almond 

Simon Wheatcroft

Oops... given the number that they produce it’s not often that you 
get a mistake on a Heritage Certificate - here the make is printed 
as Austin (which is incorrect) but with Morris chassis number prefix
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green to be seen. It therefore seemed fairly easy to determine exactly 
what was on offer which was a Mk 1 Morris Cooper S 1275, but which 
was fitted with an Innocenti Cooper engine, wiring loom, dashboard, 
heater, bootlid and a few sundry parts: other non Innocenti mods were 
dry suspension and Mk 2 back lights. 

This did not seem at all straightforward to many of our American 
cousins with some truly bizarre explanations offered in the 120+ 
comments that were made. One of my favourite exchanges was the 

following: “I would say the body is an Innocenti, they used slightly 
thinner gauge steel-thus ‘tinnier’, to find out - measure it” To which 
the response was “I would say you are 100% incorrect – though 
I never ‘measured’ any of my Minis. (I say 100% incorrect as it is 
impossible to be more than 100% incorrect, though if it was, you 
were)”. No wonder so many conspiracy theories emanate from 
‘across the pond’! It seemed it was all too much for one poster who 
opined “… perhaps the BaT community needs a special designation 
to identify those commenters who post without having bothered to 
read earlier comments?”

Anyway, back to the car: apart from needing some work at the 
bottom of the A panels and a small area on the floor the shell 
looked pretty solid. Like some other cars that I have seen that 
were exported to Italy it seems to have had a thick layer of 
underseal applied which no doubt helped to protect it. Selling for 
exactly US $6,000, I reckon that was a nice Boxing Day present 
for the winning bidder.

Nicky Porter got in touch following mention of his car, BCJ 700B, in 
the last issue of my CooperWorld report which prompted him to dig 
out its history file and have a read. He could not recall having seen the 
picture of it at the Chateau Impney sprint but on checking his records 
did discover that he had finished second in class to Steve Neal who 
was using 129 LNP at the event.

As mentioned, Nicky had trouble getting his new 1275 S as Nicky 
recalls “We had ordered a new 1275 S at the Morris dealer in 
Herefordshire, but it was this car that was delayed and that was 
when Daniel Richmond offered us his car. He had also got fed up 
with waiting for the new production of 1275 Ss so dropped a 1275 
engine into their 1071 so they could race it at the beginning of 

Not the most attractive of paint schemes but a thick stripe over 
your car is popular in the USA as it was used on many race cars

Mk 2 back lights and Innocenti bootlid seemed to cause much 
confusion amongst the ex-colonials

This nicely shows the right hand bootboard bracket and petrol 
breather pipe tag – just the sort of detail you would expect on a 
mid 1966 built S

You don’t get many 1966 UK shells with their original sills

129 LNP in the snow on the way to retirement on the 1965 Monte
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Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Happy New Year to all! 

After quite an active year for the Mk1 
register last year, I’m anticipating much 
the same this year. The response 
received to articles on members’ 
restoration projects has been rather 
positive and I would welcome more 
updates or, perhaps, you may like to 
include your own car’s story in the 
magazine. We do have quite a large 
and regular readership of course, 
and sharing your car’s story in the 
magazine also avoids the ‘harsh’ 
scrutiny that can sometimes be 
encountered on the internet.

As there have been a fair few new members joining the register 
recently, it is worth mentioning again that, if anyone is interested 
in using their car for the ‘glossy’ magazines and/ or even TV 
programmes then they should contact me in the first instance. 
The requests for cars are often at short notice and in a variety of 
locations, often prompted on where the particular journalist lives! 
The specification of car does vary; it’s not just pristine standard cars 

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Not quite yet time to wake the cars up 
from their winter slumbers, but we're 
getting there, with the night’s drawing 
out a little gives a sense of Spring on 
the horizon, the sooner the better in 
my view!

Straight to the Register and new 
member, Liam Beattie, has made 
contact about his recent purchase 
of RTR 57G. RTR a Sandy beige and 
Snowberry white Austin which may 
be familiar to regular readers as it 
was auctioned by Bonham's at the 
Goodwood Revival last September. 
The car was bought by a Hampshire 

classic car dealer and this is where Liam spotted and bought it. I had 
a quick look at it at the Goodwood auction and was impressed by its 
originality, which made it a good honest car. Liam clearly thought the 
same and has kindly written a few words about his S so over to Liam:

"I purchased RTR 57G, an original Austin Mk II Mini Cooper S, on 
31/10/17. My intention is to remove the less original features that 
have been changed or added over the years (to be fair there are only 
really a few of these) and return RTR 57G back closer to what it 
would have been when it left the factory. The most important thing 
for me though is to use and enjoy driving the car regularly, as over the 
past 10 years or so, it has had very little use. Finding the right parts 
may take some time, but the car is completely useable as it is and I 
can wait for the correct parts to become available.

Nick Hunter

the 1964 season. So, when their car arrived, he offered us the car 
ready for the 1964 BARC Hill Climb Championship. Even then I 
missed a couple of rounds! My car was built on the 5th May but not 
despatched to Wessex Motors in Salisbury until 21st May 1964. The 
car was registered on 5th June 1964 and 12 months road tax was 
just £15 at the time.”

Talking of 129 LNP, many people will be familiar with it as a circuit 
racer prepared by Arden but it was, as mentioned above, sprinted 
and hillclimbed and perhaps more surprisingly, competed on the 1965 
Rallye Monte Carlo in the hands of Steve Neal and Norman Parrish. 
Originally a 1071, 129 LNP was by now running a 1275cc engine; 
1965 was, of course, the year of a tremendous snowstorm and like 
the majority of the other competitors (only thirty five finishers from 
the 237 starters) the crew went OTL. Along with a few other British 
racing Cooper Ss, 129 LNP was exported to the USA in early 1966 
and it is now enthusiastically owned by Toybox Racing.

That’s all this month. 
 
Simon Wheatcroft

129 LNP sprinting its way to a class win at Chateau Impney in 
1964. Photo courtesy of hughmillerphoto.com

that are asked for. So, if you are interested, please get in touch and I’ll 
explain in more detail as to what’s involved.

Via the website registration page new member, Sergio Perez Sarti, 
has registered his Island blue Morris Cooper NRX 717F. Hopefully, a 
few photos and words relating to Sergio’s car will be forwarded on to 
me very soon for inclusion in a future report.

The clubs’ national show which is held at the Beaulieu in June will 
require two cars from the register to form part of the Mk1 Cooper 
register display. These spaces are quite popular, and I do try to 
have different cars displayed each year. So, if you are interested in 
displaying your car then please get in touch, cars need not be in 
concours condition.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

Liam Beattie's recent purchase RTR 57G, sitting very nicely
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The car is in its factory colour scheme of Sandy beige with 
a Snowberry white roof. Before purchasing it, I would not 
necessarily have wanted a beige Mini, but this colour combination 
looks absolutely fantastic in the 'flesh', in my (admittedly biased) 
opinion it is one of the nicest original Mk II colour combinations 
available. I have been very impressed with the originality and 
honesty of the vehicle and, in particular, the shell which appears 
to be completely original and has the body and commission 
numbers intact. The paintwork under the carpet and elsewhere 

is untouched and would appear to be factory applied. The engine 
is the car’s original one which is confirmed by the old green 
registration book, the Heritage Certificate and also the file full of 
original paperwork that came with the car.

RTR 57G has factory fit optional reclining seats and factory option 
4.5” wheels. It is believed to have originally been a demonstrator 
car for Carey and Lambert the Austin dealership in Southampton. 
At the time it had the personal registration mark of HOW1E and it 
is understood to have been changed to RTR 57G when Carey and 
Lambert sold the car on in 1970. 

From the original registration book, receipts and other paperwork 
available with the car, I have been able to piece together all the 
previous keepers. The last keeper, Stuart Nicholas Westwood, 

Custom dash layout of RTR as bought

Correct door check straps now installed in RTR

Mk111 bootlid and reversing lamp on RTR to be replaced with 
correct Mk11 item

RTR dash layout nicely returned to standard layout

After market door checks as bought
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owned the car for some 26 years of the cars 49 year existence. 
As mentioned above, it has had very little use recently and in the 
past 8 years, the MOT history confirms that it has covered just 
approximately 3,200 miles.

The only issues with the car as purchased, that I am keen to reinstate 
back to original, are as follows:

1. The unconventional rectangular instrument/dash housing, which, 
although functional, I don't like.

2. Replacement of the replica 130mph speedo with an original one, 
although this is proving very difficult to find!

3. Replace the Mk 111 boot-lid with a correct Mk II boot-lid that is 
double skinned with rib panelling on the inside. I will remove the 
reversing light on the boot as well and add the 1275 badge which 
is missing from the car at present.

4. Replace the metal door opening restrictors with straps as 
originally supplied. I have now sourced and installed some 
original unused straps.

5. Replace the Seatbelts with the correct ones for the year – if and 
when I can find some.

A fairly short list of work for a 49 year old car!

I have started the work already and to date have replaced the old 
instrument housing (my biggest bugbear with the car) with a Mk 
II binnacle. This entailed sorting out a mass of ‘homemade’ wiring 
and also replacing the dash lining and front shelf lining. I have not 
as yet been able to source an original speedo so am still using the 
repro unit that was in the old dash. This will be going as soon as the 

right one becomes available. We have retained the rev counter but 
placed it in a separate housing in front of the steering wheel (not 
a period feature but very useful!).We have sourced a Mk II boot-
lid from a fellow member of the MCR who lives abroad and have 
agreed to purchase and collect this from him when he comes to 
the UK for the show in January at Bingley Hall Stafford. The engine 
has already been rolling road tuned by Stuart Gurr at Vmax Scart 
and is now running perfectly. The plan is to complete all the works 
by February/March (assuming the correct parts become available 

Imported Mk11 S as advertised with intriguing 'E' plate suffix

Clean original interior of AKX, note the early choke/heater controls

AKX correct rear end detail

AKX side view, an interesting early car

AKX 248E engine shot, note the early body number position on 
the left of the front panel top rail
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in that time) and then to enjoy the spring and summer attending as 
many of the Mini runs and shows as I can fit in."

Thanks for registering your car Liam and taking the time to write in. 
The accompanying photos show what a really good example this is, 
with the planned changes it will be a superb original car. As we go to 
press, I know Liam has managed to locate an original 'Smiths' 130mph 
speedo from fellow member and parts 'guru' Peter Copestick. So 
Liam is well on the way to hitting his completion target date. I look 
forward to bringing you photos of the finished car.   

With all the free time over the Christmas break I found myself 
browsing the classifieds (even more so than usual!) and came 
across what looked like a very interesting find. The car in 
question was described as '1967 MINI COOPER 'S' TOTALY 
UNRESTORED NEVER WELDED ZERO RUST - THE BEST'. 
Now call me an old cynic if you like, but I'm usually prepared for a 
letdown when I see this kind of description but perhaps not in this 
case. It appears this Tartan red and black left hand drive Austin 
Mk11 S was recently imported from Florida, perhaps explaining 
its alleged rust free condition. What particularly struck me was 
the excellent original unmolested interior. The originality theme 
continued under the bonnet with what looks like the factory fit 
radiator and oil cooler pipes. The car has the earlier Mk1 style 
body number on the left hand side of the slam panel, indicating 
an early build date and if you look closely it has a Mk1 style round 
solenoid, original fit for an early Mk11? 

Now we all know that the Mk11 S was introduced in October 1967 
so I was surprised to see the DVLA allocating an 'E' registration suffix 
to the car as this suggests a car registered between January 1st and 
July 31st 1967. The engine number appears to be 47743, indicating a 
late October 1967 build car. So perhaps it is just a registering hiccup 
or could it be earlier than this? It would be interesting to see the 
Heritage certificate. If anyone has bought this car, please get in touch 
and we can perhaps solve the mystery.
     
That's all for this month

Until next time

Nick Hunter 

Cooper Mk 2 Register

I have been very grateful to Jim Massie over the last few years for 
providing updates on his restoration of OJA 878H.  He is pleased to 
say that all the restoration work is now finally complete. Initially, the 
car was finished back in the summer but some engine issues put it 
back until mid November but more of that later.

The remaining work on the interior went relatively well, although 
after 20 years of exposure to the elements, Jim had to replace most 
of the interior panels and vinyl.  However, he did manage to save and 
renovate the remainder of the interior trim, clocks and fittings. One 
of the hardest jobs was fitting the new door cards. After many hours 
of trying to fit them as recommended, he gave up and decided to try 
a different approach.  Cutting the front and back off a thin but strong 
plastic A4 folder he put the pieces along the top edge for protection 
between the door card and door frame and then just pushed the 
card into the door. It took no more than thirty seconds and the job 
was done. This trick is something worth noting for all you budding 
restorers. Similarly, Jim was pleased he purchased some genuine 
headlining frames and it proved invaluable as fitting the new headlining 
was difficult enough without using his homemade frames.

Jim has highlighted a couple more points that may be of interest 
to other restorers. When he bought his car it had an aftermarket 
steering wheel.  However, Jim wanted to try and keep the car as 
standard as possible, and so he managed to source an original factory 
fitted standard steering wheel. The wheel was in poor condition with 

Graham Robinson

most of the surface finish worn away and the rim chipped in many 
places. Careful filling and rubbing down with ever finer grades of 
wet and dry, returned the wheel to a good surface finish.  He then 
gave it a couple of coats of etch primer and three coats of gloss black 
Plastikote spray paint. It now looks as good as new (see photo) and 
the finish is proving very durable so far. 

When he decided to retain the hydrolastic suspension Jim didn’t 
realise how difficult it would be to track down a working hydrolastic 
pump to fill the system.  Any units he tracked down locally were 

OJA 878H’s engine where it belongs

Jim’s restored steering wheel

OJA 878H and job done
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either not for hire or in need of repair. He finally gave up and decided 
to take a chance and buy a top up pump made by A. A. Mason Ltd. 
as featured in a recent ‘Technical Topics’ article.  Jim says that it only 
has a small reservoir and does give your arm a bit of a workout! But 
mounted on a small DIY frame, it was easy and more than capable of 
pumping up the system from empty, and he still has it for top ups and 
re-use if needed. 

As mentioned earlier, Jim initially completed the restoration back 
in the summer and the car passed the MOT with no advisories. 
Unfortunately, on the way to the testing station he found the gear 
change difficult when going down through the gearbox, unless he 
double de-clutched.  He was surprised because when he fitted a 
central oil pick up he checked the gearbox over and it looked OK, 
need only a worn layshaft and bearings replacing.  However, with 
hindsight, it was a big mistake as, although he did check for damage, 
it is difficult to spot worn parts if you don’t know what the parts look 
like when new.  He obviously had to take the engine and gearbox out 
of the car to find the problem and decided to take the gearbox to a 
professional to check. Diagnosed with worn 1st and 2nd gears, baulk 
rings at the end of their life and a worn selector, Jim decided on a full 
rebuild.  With the engine and gearbox reassembled and back in the 
car it was time for a test drive.  It went very well and Jim reports it 
was great fun to drive. 

Although it has taken Jim longer than he intended, he has found doing 
as much of the work as possible himself, very rewarding.  Although he 
says it is clearly important to know your limitations and seek advice 
and help when needed. When assessing the project yes, there are 
areas he could improve on next time round, but when he thinks back 
to the condition of the original car, he is very pleased with the way his 
rebuilt Cooper has turned out.  

Congratulations Jim and many thanks for your contributions to this 
column and I am sure all  MKII owners will join me in wishing you 
many years of motoring pleasure in OJA 878H.

Well that’s about it for now. Many thanks to everyone that has 
contacted me recently.  And remember, I would be very pleased to 
hear your MKII stories.  

Until next time,

Happy Coopering!! 

Graham Robinson 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

Over the past few years I have, from 
time to time, encouraged members 
seeking the history of their car to get 
the details of previous owners from 
the DVLA; of late this was done via 
submitting a V888 form and payment 
of £5 for which you would get back 
a copy of every V5 and the last 
handwritten logbook. Now if you’ve 
been meaning to do this but haven’t 
gotten around to it, I’m afraid you’ve 
missed the boat. Following a review 
by the DVLA, as there is some new 
data protection legislation in the offing, 

apparently to release such information 
would be a breach of the new rules. 

This is a great pity because, for the Mk 3 S owner in particular, there 
was a good chance of getting a copy of the original green log book 
where all the original details were recorded by hand.

You might recall BHJ 93J which has been mentioned in these 
writings a couple of times. Well, it last changed hands via a CCA 
auction in May 2016 and the lucky bidder, Peter Smith, has been 
restoring BHJ since purchase and it is now pretty much finished. I’m 

Simon Wheatcroft

not sure if BHJ is the car’s original registration number because for 
a while in the 1980s it was registered as 121 RML. It was restored 
around 1990 and little used until about 2012 when an unsympathetic 
owner acquired it and didn’t give it the love and attention these 
classics need. As is often the case, the car needed rather more work 
than originally envisaged and has had a complete engine rebuild as 
well all the bodywork restored.

Peter has been a busy chap as he had two other Mk 3 Ss in his fleet 
that he was working on as well, namely, AVD 129J and ELR 452J. AVD 
has been detailed back to a more original specification and sold on 
to pastures new whilst ELR 452J is undergoing some minor cosmetic 
restoration. ELR had been residing in the Netherlands for a while 

BHJ as it looked many years ago

Looking rather tired before the CCA Auction

Nice to see BHJ back to monotone Flame red and with a decent 
set of alloys on it



42 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

during the noughties and may originally, or at least previously, have 
been Bronze yellow although it has been Island blue with a white roof 
for a number of years. I mentioned FYX 13J in my last report and 
as expected it was soon snapped up thanks to the modest (by the 
standards of today) asking price and Peter was the lucky buyer of this 
car. Peter tells me that the car is still very sound but not running or 
stopping too well; quite possibly as a result of the minimal use (less 
than a thousand miles) over the last ten years.

A long time absentee from the Register has re-emerged and been 
entered in the Barons Winter Warmer auction at Sandown Park 
which takes place at the end of this month. EHS 403J is now a far 
from standard Mk 3 S built in September 1970 and registered as a 

ELR 452J is currently undergoing some cosmetic restoration

EHS now features a Mk 1 grille and overriders etc

Similar Mk 1 treatment at the rear

Morris in December 1970. It has previously been black and then 
red but these days it resides in white with a later shell that has been 
made to look like a Mk1but with late style Rover Cooper seats and 
liners, and is propelled by a Longman A+ 1380cc engine. All in all, 
quite a nice looking car and spec although not one that appeals to my 
taste. Even so, I think that the auctioneer’s estimate is a surprisingly 
reasonable £13,000 to £16,000.

And finally this month, news of another long time absentee that has 
moved to distant shores. Rachel Nelson of Toybox Racing dropped 
me a line and a few pictures of a Mk 3 S recently acquired by an 

Seats that many a Mk 3 S owner would find a great improvement 
over the standard Mk 3 offering

Lucas export indicator clearly visible; the same indicator was used 
on Canadian spec Mini’s well into the late 1970’s

The engine needs a little tidying but the tandem brake master 
cylinder is clearly visible
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acquaintance of hers in Ontario, Canada. The car, a February 1971 
built example, is finished in Glacier white and registered as a Morris, 
was possibly sold new in Switzerland, but then moved to Paris, the 
French one I presume, although there is a Paris in Texas; it was last 
heard of somewhere in the USA some years ago.

More or less complete, it does look rather sorry for itself these days 
although white cars generally look worse than most when they have 
been neglected for a while. The engine bay shot shows the typical 
left hand drive set up with the wiper motor on the right and voltage 
regulator on the left but, interestingly, the car has a tandem brake 
master cylinder. This is something I’ve not seen on a Mk 3 S before, 
even though the cutaway air filter box was apparently introduced to 
allow this type of master cylinder fitment.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

White cars always look the worst when poorly stored. You can just 
about see evidence where the Morris badge would have been on the 
bootlid above the fixings for the normal Mk 3 Cooper S boot badge

Rover Cooper Register

Having focussed my more recent 
reports on the virtues of the Limited 
Edition Rover Mini Coopers, buyer 
interest has always gravitated in the 
direction of those cars with a John 
Cooper conversion. And for ultimate 
kudos the most coveted are the Limited 
Edition John Cooper conversions.   

Throughout the 1990s, John Cooper 
Garages (JCG) were adept at re-
inventing their own special brand of 
performance Rover Mini Coopers, each 
one in succession achieving a higher 
notch on the BHP scale, matched only 
by the increase in extras that were 

incorporated as standard within each specific conversion package. 
Their brochures alone were beautifully produced and as the 1990s 
progressed, so did JCG’s level of offerings. Without such a strong and 
worldwide recognised brand behind it, one has to wonder where 
today’s BMW MINI would be. 

Every Rover Mini Cooper enthusiast has their own personal favourite 
classic John Cooper conversion. And because all of the later ones 
were only ever made in relatively small numbers, they are much 
sought after. Of the advertised limited editions, the 1994 John Cooper 
Grand Prix is worthy of note for the following reasons:

John Parnell

1.  At 86bhp the Grand Prix was only 4bhp below the most powerful 
1275cc John Cooper S Works conversions.

2. In terms of technology, the Grand Prix was the most advanced 
1275cc John Cooper conversion, incorporating not just a modified 
cylinder head, exhaust system and oil cooler, but a bespoke 
replacement camshaft, new Vernier timing gears, and the same  
state-of-the-art Weber Alpha fuel injection system as used by Paddy 
Hopkirk on his 1994 Monte Carlo Rally car.  

3. It was the only conversion to offer a comprehensive luxury ‘ruched’ 
leather interior as standard. Ruched leather is distinguished by its 
pleated effect. The leather used on the Grand Prix cars was sourced 
in the USA. Beige was the only colour of leatherwork specified for 
the original 35 John Cooper Grand Prix conversions. 

The John Cooper Grand Prix makes its cover début on the 
October 1994 issue of MiniWorld Magazine 
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Leather and walnut – Acres of both was a standard feature of the 
John Cooper Grand Prix



44 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

4. It wasn’t just the leather seating that made the interior so 
special; the Grand Prix also incorporated the same full-width 
walnut dashboard used in the Monte Carlo LE Rover Coopers 
launched earlier in 1994. On either side of the dashboard’s 
centrally mounted analogue clock, was a volt meter and oil 
pressure gauge. The doors and rear quarter windows received 
matching walnut cappings, with the same treatment for the door 
pulls and the gear knob to complete the effect. The remaining 
internal door furniture, including the door lock covers, was 
polished alloy. The 13 inch leather-rimmed alloy Mota-Lita steering 
wheel has a polished ‘Cooper’ centre cap.

5. Externally, the car featured plain bonnet stripes, four auxiliary 
driving lamps, discrete Grand Prix decals on both rear quarters and 
‘Cooper’ badge inserts to the bonnet, bootlid and wheel centres. 
On all four corners the Grand Prix was fitted with 5 x 12inch 
Superlight alloy wheels with polished rims and 165/70 x 12 tyres. 
To cope with the increased wheel profile, the original factory black 
plastic wheel arch extensions were replaced with 2.25 inch flush 
fitting Superfit wheel arches giving the car an aesthetically more 
streamlined appearance. Adjustable shock absorbers bolstered the 
car’s handling under the additional power.

6. The Grand Prix’s 0-60mph of 9.0 seconds was only 1/10th of a 
second slower than later S Works and S Works 5 speed conversions.

7. Its top speed of 105 mph was not surpassed by any other standard 
1275cc John Cooper conversion. 

8. Announced on 23rd August 1994, the £13,549 on-the-road price 
for the Grand Prix was a massive £5,720 (73.5%) more expensive 
than cost of a standard Rover Mini Cooper of that time. Not 
surprisingly, it took a full two years to sell all 35 cars, and it would 
take until 1999 before any other standard 1275cc John Cooper 
conversion would exceed this price level.

9. Only 35 Grand Prix cars were made, each one with its own 
numbered oval brass plaque, inlaid with green enamel, attached to 
the front of the glove box lid. It has been reported in some circles 
that at least one car did not have a numbered badge because it had 
been lost. Whatever the truth of that story, there is no denying that 
JCG offered the Grand Prix engine conversion ‘Super Kit’ in their 
1995 catalogue under sale item ‘MCC 1275SS’. As the ruched seats 
and other individual ‘Grand Prix’ listed features were also available 
off-the-shelf, it is not beyond possibility that someone could have 
ordered their own Grand Prix spec car from JCG. In spite of such 
impeccable credentials, it would not, however, qualify as one of the 
original 35 built cars.

10. With the exception of car 35, all of the Grand Prix cars were 
pre-owned by John Cooper Garages. It is also worth noting that all of 
them were single point injection (SPi) models.

11. Car No. 1, the press car, featured the old style grey/green dials 
and black faced supplementary instruments. In the autumn of 1994 
Rover were starting the switchover to ivory-faced dials as used 
on the aforementioned Monte Carlo LE Mini Coopers.  For this 
reason, most, if not all, of the subsequent Grand Prix conversions 
will have these later ivory dials and matching supplementary 
instruments, the latter being ‘John Cooper’ branded on the face of 
each one. 

Another change that occurred over the two year selling period for 
the 35 Grand Prix cars is the switch from burgundy red carpets to 
plain black from the spring of 1995 onwards. 

Grand Prix Prototype

As was the tradition with John Cooper conversions, all of the 
various tuning, performance, and road holding ideas for the 
Grand Prix were first applied to a development vehicle. The 
Mini in question, J946 TOK, was Service Adviser Chris Dawson’s 
company demo car which started life as a 1992 Flame Red/
White Diamond Rover Cooper. Luckily for us Chris kept a 
photographic record as the car was gradually transformed 
from an everyday workhorse into a fully fledged Grand Prix 
prototype. From memory, Chris thinks that it finished up with 
black leather seats.

Ivory supplementary gauges were branded with the John Cooper 
signature logo (The Pioneer radio / CD player is a non-standard option)

The Grand Prix was fitted with 5 x 12inch Superlight alloys and 
flush fitting 2.25 inch Superfit wheel arch extensions

Each of the 35 John Cooper Grand Prix cars had its own numbered 
brass plaque on the glove box lid
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The current whereabouts of J946 TOK is unknown. The car is still on 
the DVLA’s records but has been SORN’d for such a long time that 
it does not even have an MOT history on their system. It was not 
previously on the MCR’s vehicle register either, suggesting that the 
owner has, perhaps, never been an MCR member. I wonder if they 
know that the car in their possession has a remarkable story behind it.

Those of you wishing to read up more about the 1994 John 
Cooper Grand Prix LE, you can find my original profile on these 
cars in the August 2013 issue of CooperWorld. The launch car 
was featured in the October 1994 issue of MiniWorld, and Mini 
Magazine featured the 35th and final John Cooper Grand Prix car 
in their June 1998 issue. 
 
Until next month…

Have an enjoyable February. 

John Parnell 

Chris Dawson’s company demo car was destined for bigger things…

…by the summer of 1994 the car had become a fully fledged John 
Cooper Grand Prix prototype. The press car is hidden under the 
black cover next to it.

RSP Cooper Register

Belated happy New Year RSP owners 
and I hope to see many of you this year 
at some point. 

The RSP Cooper with the John 
Cooper S pack fitted is now one of 
the most desirable Rover Minis to 
own. I now have over 75% of these 
rare classic Minis listed on the RSP 
Register. One came to light in the last 
few weeks that I originally saw on 
eBay way back in 2005.

Paul Dyson was the person who 
bought the car 12 years ago, and has 

since done very little with it, mainly due to other projects taking 
priority. I made contact with Paul through Facebook and he sent 
me some current photos of his car. It is in need of some TLC and 
he is now planning to start a full restoration of H726 GKP this year.  
Hopefully he will keep in touch with updates.

Another but previously unknown RSP with the S Pack recently came to 
light and appeared on Facebook with a lot of interest being show in it. 
However, Ben Watson was lucky enough to have the contact details of 
the owner of H917 JJK’s and after many FB conversations, along with 
me lauding the merits of the RSP S, he went ahead and bought it. He 
every quickly set about doing a sympathetic restoration and refurbished 
it into the condition it is now in and ready to be used as his mates 
wedding car. A brilliant effort by Ben and in a very short space of time 
too, albeit there are still a few things to do but the car looks very good.  

Roger Hunt
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I mentioned in a past report that I had commissioned Janspeed to 
remanufacture 10 sets of the complete original exhaust systems that 
were supplied with the John Cooper S pack. They duly did so and I sold 
all of these on pre-order basis. I’m now planning to order another ten 
sets and if anyone is interested in buying a system then please email me 
at rougeleo@yahoo.co.uk .  Last time they cost £375 for a complete 
system in either Stainless Steel or as original in Mild Steel.

Not a red RSP in sight this month.   

Roger Hunt

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

Bonhams New Bond Street auction - 
December 2017 

My second report for 2018 begins with 
the Bonhams Classic Car auction, which 
I featured in the December issue of 
CooperWorld. My interest centred on 
the 1966 Hooper converted Cooper 
S formerly owned by Ringo Starr and 
registered LLO 836D. The thirty six lots 
on offer took less than two hours to 
produce sales of over £6 million. 

At the auction I was joined by fellow 
members of the MCR namely; John 
Parnell, Paul Sulma, Michael Elkins, 
Vik Krikorian and Philip Cowan, who 

travelled all the way down from Liverpool by train to examine the 
fine collection of cars on offer. 

LLO was lot 136 and the last car to be sold. The initial bid of £50k quickly 
went up by £5k bids and ended at the lower reserve of £90k. With fees 
added to the hammer price, it amounted to a total sale price of £103k. 
To our surprise it was sold to Geri Haliwell, one of the ex Spice Girls, 
who was joined by her husband, Christian Horner (head of the Red Bull 
Formula 1 racing team) and also joining them was Bernie Ecclestone. 

Just before the auction began, we MCR members descended to the 
basement of the beautifully appointed auctions rooms based in New 

Steve Burkinshaw
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Bond Street, London W1. We examined the extensive archive for 
the Hooper and viewed the all important original buff log book from 
1966, clearly showing the first owner as Brian Epstein Automobiles 
and the second owner as Richard Starkey (Ringo’s real name). 

Going by the documents and photos we saw it appeared that the car 
started life at Hoopers and painted Rolls-Royce metallic Regal red 
monotone. John Parnell pointed out that the colour in the log book stated 
silver/maroon, which we believe confused the car’s later restorers when it 
was painted silver over red. In the 70s/80s, the colour was changed again 
to silver over metallic blue. We think the silver should have been described 
as metallic or opalescent when it was first converted at Hoopers. 

As I mentioned in my December article, some odd changes were 
made to the car, such as the seats, de-seaming, Manx alloy wheels 

Two holes were evident on each vertical channel where the MGB 
supports were once fitted

and a fluted bonnet. And oddly the Marchal parking lights on the ‘B’ 
posts were missing (presumably the holes for the lights were plated 
over!) On both the driver’s and passenger’s door sills were Radford 
badges, which were glued on and not screwed on in the corners. The 
sill badges were not in the period picture showing Ringo getting out 
of the car. With the hatchback door open, it could be clearly seen 
from the holes that were still present, that the door was originally 
supported by two MGB GT spring loaded door stays. The lock for the 
door was a Mini door latch fitted vertically at the bottom. 

Although the pictures and catalogue display the car looking 
immaculate, in the metal there were a number of rusty areas and 
both the doors were fitted badly. I spoke briefly to the new owners 
and gave them details of the MCR in the unlikely hope that this unique 
car gets some proper attention and even a showing at Beaulieu, 
here’s hoping. 

Radford sill badges glued not screwed

Vendor Peter Smith’s Drum kit not Ringo’s

Bonnet flutes probably added when the car was de-seamed
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Just to finish, at the auction a couple of few feet away from the 
Hooper Mini was another ex Beatles owned car, namely, Paul 
McCartney’s 1964 Aston Martin DB5 which was recently owned 
by Chris Evans. He was apparently the owner who added the 
registration number 64 Mac to the car. This car sold for close on £1.4 
million or the equivalent of ten Hoopers with famous owners!

Steve Burkinshaw

Ringo caught stepping out of a monotone red Hooper with Marcel 
parking light visible and no Radford sill badge

Bernie Ecclestone with Christian Horner in the background and 
Geri Halliwell just to the left

Neat fitting of hatchback door with concealed hinges

Paul McCartney’s 1964 Aston Martin DB4

Original logbook with all important first two owners
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Mini Super Register

After a flurry of Super discoveries near 
the end of the year, all is very quiet 
currently on the Super scene, so little 
to report this month. 

Details of a couple of Supers appeared 
around Christmas, but neither car 
would seem still to exist. The first is an 
Austin Super from Portugal, believed to 
have been built in 1962. The other car, a 
Morris Super, was also built in 1962 and 
was an Almond green car with a white 
roof. It was last known of way back in 
1967and resided at the time in Stoke 
on Trent. 

 
One mystery has been cleared up though. I have for some while 
had two cars listed with similar registration numbers, that in its 
self is not unusual, but I did not have a record of their chassis 
numbers, and so could not be sure they were not the same 
vehicle. I lost trace of both cars, which always makes me uneasy 
as they are still vulnerable to being used as the basis for Cooper 
recreations (thankfully I have not heard of this practice for 
some years now). During December I received an enquiry from 
someone in the process of buying a Super. From the information 
provided it turns out that ‘both’ of the missing Supers are one of 
the same and thankfully the car survives, having a very low mileage 
and being in exceptionally good condition.

I have some good news to report from Heritage centre at Gaydon. 
It has been their practice when issuing Heritage certificates for 
Supers to describe the model as ‘Super deluxe’. They have in the 
past always refused to correct this inaccuracy to only state ‘Super’ 
on the certificate, even though the Super deluxe was introduced 
after production of the Super ceased in October 1962. Indeed, one 
applicant that I am aware of was even informed that there was no 
such model! This might now have changed. The Heritage Centre, 
having made an error recently when issuing a Heritage certificate 
to a Super owner, was informed by the applicant that not only 
did the certificate contain the said error but also that the model 
should read ‘Super’ and not ‘Super deluxe’. They agreed that 
the corrected replacement certificate would be changed to read 
‘Super’. This, to my knowledge, is the first time they have agreed 
to carry out the correction.   
   
Finally, my usual request that if you own, have owned, know of any 
Super or have any stories, photos or anecdotes relating to one, please 
get in touch, even if it no longer exists.   

Garry Dickens

Garry Dickens

1275GT Register

My main theme for this month’s 
report is cars from the furthest flung 
corners of the southern hemisphere. 
So, we start with a GT in New 
Zealand acquired by Rangi Lord. 
Rangi’s car runs on Hydrolastic 
suspension and has details that mark 
it out as one of the earliest of the 
batch of GTs built pre 1972. Rangi’s 
GT is a fully built and imported car, 
unlike the locally built Australian cars. 
The commission and chassis numbers 
of Rangi’s car are: S20D-6034A and 
XAD2-338699A respectively. The car 
has features like captive nuts in the 
inner wing for servo mounting, which Alan Clark

indicate the validity of the GT.  However, close inspection of the 
interior shows a smooth vinyl centre section in the seats rather than 
the normal GT basket weave pattern.

The overall condition of the car would make this a worthy candidate 
for restoration and hopefully Rangi will press ahead with his plans 
which should include loosing those 12 inch wheels!

Switching continents to Africa, Richard Pengelly’s travels took him 
to Knysna in South Africa, where well preserved classics in a couple 
of locations seemed to be in good supply thanks to a predominantly 
dry environment.

The Old Railway Station houses numerous gems, but sadly no GTs 
amongst them.  However, a beautifully preserved 1971 Clubman 
in white was stored there; original, untouched and saved from the 
ravages of our salt encrusted roads.  Unfortunately, Richard could 
not accommodate it in his luggage!

Our last stop on our intercontinental tour is South America 
where possibly the most southerly 1275GT was spotted. This 
was back in 2015 where again our globe-trotting correspondent 
Richard spied a GT, this time in Punta Arenas, Chile! Those 
without a geography degree can look it up, but the next southerly 
point of note is Antarctica! The GT Richard spotted differs from 
the plastic bodied standard Minis manufactured in South America, 
in that it is steel bodied so more likely to be an import. Twelve 
inch wheels and the later front grill design, mark this out as a post 
1975 car.  However, the rear lights with no reverse lamp would 

Plenty of potential in Rangi’s GT

Dry climate preserves many classics in South Africa
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point to an earlier build. A custom paint scheme and interior also 
disguise the age of this far travelled GT nonetheless, it presents as 
a well-cared for example.

I am sure the original builders of these GTs would be amazed to see 
how far the fruits of their labours have travelled and the fact that they 
have survived intact for 40 years or so.

Returning to my feature on the MINI 1499GT promotion featuring 
TFR 327J, it prompted a number of responses and ultimately contact 
with its current owner, Tanya Field.  I realised that this was a GT I had 
heard of before, affectionately known as ‘Trevor’, as featured in Mini 
Magazine back in August 2014.

With regards to the photo shoot, Tanya’s experience was limited to 
waving Trevor off on a transporter at Cowley, on route to the studio 
in the Netherlands.  Needless to say, a safe return and reunion with 
Tanya followed.

Being spoilt for choice with a stable of cars to choose from, Trevor 
has often been left behind when it comes to shows and events. This 
is something Tanya has promised to remedy this year so we can meet 
this celebrity in the metal!. 

Alan Clark

Unlikely any GT or Mini ventured further south

Subtle modifications retain the charm of this import

 Modern MINI Cooper Register

Well, I suppose no news is good news. 
My JCW is due to be built in week 5 
at MINI Oxford. Delivery, PDI and 
application of a protective layer of 
Magic Dust. So mid-February it should 
be on my drive.

So what’s new in the Modern 
MINI world? Well, a couple of 
announcements have been made. 
First up is the introduction of “a 
new extremely fast gear change7-
speed Steptronic automatic double 
clutch transmission, which will be 
available for the MINI 3-Door Hatch, 
MINI 5-Door Hatch and the MINI 
Convertible. New car buyers will 

now be able to order this new transmission in conjunction with 
selected engine variants as an alternative to the standard 6-speed 
manual transmission.

The double clutch transmission is operated by a newly designed 
electronic selector lever which always returns to its original position 
after changing between driving mode D, neutral position N and 
reverse mode. The parking lock is activated by pressing the P button. 
S mode can be activated by shifting the selector lever to the left from 
position D, allowing the driver manual intervention. The electronic 
controller paired with the new double clutch transmission includes 
a shift strategy based on navigation data and supports both the 
engine start/stop function as well as coasting in order to reduce fuel 
consumption and emissions.

Design principle is drawn from motor racing.

The design principle of the double clutch transmission has been 
adapted directly from motor racing. Just like on the race track, it 
allows MINI drivers to accelerate by enabling upward gearshifts 
without torque interruption. The driver can keep the accelerator 
pedal pressed down while the transmission control sets the shift 
points precisely - within just a fraction of a second the ideal engine 
speed is always available after the gearshift to ensure a continuous 
increase in speed.

This is possible due to the specific structure of the double clutch 
transmission. It combines two partial transmissions in a single 
housing. The core element of the system consists of two oil-
cooled wet clutches: one of these is responsible for the even 
transmission ratios (2, 4, 6) while the other is for the uneven 
ratios (1, 3, 5, 7) and reverse. During travel, one of the two 
clutches is open and the other is closed. They interact when the 
driver shifts up or down: opening one clutch activates closure of 
the second at the same time.

Transmission control always knows which is the right gear.
In order to have the appropriate gear ready for the next 
shift, the electronic control system of the new double clutch 
transmission permanently analyses the driver's intentions and 
the situation on the road. This analysis incorporates numerous 
data points, including the accelerator position, engine speed, 
road speed and MINI driving mode. As a result, fast gearshifts 
can be made to respond appropriately to sudden changes. If 
acceleration has to be unexpectedly interrupted, for instance, 
the double clutch transmission takes no more than a fraction of 
second to make the next gear down available instead of the next 
gear up.

The parallel opening and closing of the clutches makes acceleration 
and deceleration manoeuvres not just faster but also smoother. 
Acoustically, the gearshifts can only be perceived in the fast succession 
of rev changes. There are no load change reactions as are common 
with manual transmissions.

David Young
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Seven gears, enhancing performance and comfort.

The increase in drive positions compared with the 6-speed manual 
transmission benefits both performance and comfort. The seven gear 
double clutch transmission enables a broader spread of gears, thereby 
reducing the differences in engine speed between the various drive 
positions. Together with the direct engine link that is characteristic of 
the double clutch transmission, the reduced rev jumps intensify driving 
fun when accelerating. This applies to automatic shifts in D and S modes 
as well as to manual interventions in the selection of drive positions in 
M mode. In S mode the gearshifts occur at increased engine speeds and 
with further increased shift dynamics. In S mode, the driver can also 
spontaneously switch to manual shifting. Here, manual gear selection is 
sequential. The selector lever is briefly moved forward to shift down and 
raised slightly in order to move up to the next higher gear.

In automatic mode, the system can be enhanced by linking the 
transmission control to the optional MINI Navigation System. The 
double clutch transmission control unit is then able to draw on 
navigation data to adapt its shift strategy to the road ahead. When 
approaching a sharp bend or junction, for example, a downshift 
is made early in order to make use of the engine braking effect 
for deceleration purposes. When passing through two bends in 
quick succession, the drive position engaged after downshifting is 
maintained in order to avoid any unnecessary shifting and ensure the 
ideal gear is available for powerful acceleration on exiting the bend.
 
Like a conventional converter system, the double clutch transmission 
also offers a crawl function that enables smooth set-off without needing 
the driver to touch the accelerator pedal, thereby increasing comfort 
when manoeuvring or in slow-moving or queuing traffic. The dual-mass 
flywheel with integrated centrifugal pendulum develops its positive effect 
when driving at low revs: it balances out rotational unevenness in the 
event of a sudden torque request, thereby promoting vibrational and 
acoustic comfort when accelerating out of the low engine speed range.

Optimised efficiency with engine start/stop function  
and coasting mode.

The 7-speed double clutch transmission electronic control system 
offers a wide range of progressive functions to increase the efficiency 
of the MINI. In order to avoid unnecessary consumption of fuel when 
stationary, the double clutch transmission also allows use of the 
engine start/stop function.

In addition, the coasting function is available in both the MID and GREEN 
driving modes. Here the drivetrain is decoupled as soon as the driver 
removes their foot from the accelerator pedal. This allows the MINI to 
roll along at idling speed – free of any engine braking effect, minimising 
fuel consumption. The coasting function can be adapted more precisely 
to the driving situation if the vehicle is fitted with the MINI Navigation 
System or Driver Assistance Systems. If there is a need to apply the 
brakes based on navigation data or camera images, for example, because 
the MINI is approaching a junction or another road user ahead, the 
coasting function is suppressed to make use of the engine braking effect.”

Thank goodness it does not appear to be fitted on the JCW, but I 
could be wrong! Probably would sound awesome with the Track 
Exhaust open.

MINI to launch unique 3D printed personalisation upgrades.

MINI Yours Customised, will enable customers to take 
personalisation of their vehicle to a new level using the latest 
technology, including 3D printing and laser lettering. Side scuttles, 
interior trim, illuminated door sills and LED door projectors will 
be custom manufactured in a design created by customers online. 
Personalised products will be available for numerous MINI models 
over the course of 2018.

Using a new online store, customers will be able to transform their 
MINI into a uniquely personalised special by designing their own 
exclusive items. These innovative new upgrades will be available 
for UK customers throughout the course of 2018. The MINI Yours 
Customised product range will include the indicator inlays known as 
side scuttles, trims for the interior passenger side, LED door sills and 
LED door projectors.

These new personalised products will be designed by customers on 
a new website and manufactured using innovative new production 
techniques including 3D printing and laser lettering. New advanced 
production processes enable precise recreation of the customer’s 
designs and will be delivered within the space of just a few weeks. 
Customers will be able to easily fit items to their vehicle themselves, 
or by a MINI retailer of their choosing. Upgraded items will be 
removable, allowing for customised MINIs to stay on-trend with 
future additional upgrades or that they can be restored to their 
original specification for resale.

February will hopefully see the Media Day at Brands Hatch for this 
year's MINI CHALLENGE, which again is looking even better than the 
last year. More prizes and more cars. Hopefully, some of the drivers 
of the ‘older’ JCWs and Cooper Ss will be satisfied that the class 
structure is for keeps. There must be loads of R53s and R56s out 
there waiting to turn a wheel on the track again.

Finally, Martin Deeper’s ex Forster Motorsport is up for sale 
complete with transporter and spares. A championship winning car 
and so well put together.

Until next month that is all I have for you.

David Young

The New Gear Change

 3D bits for your MINI!
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Non-Cooper Register

Hi folks, this column has been quiet 
for a while but now with more time I 
hope to give it the effort it deserves! 
This month I will be having a look 
at a rather special 1967 Mk2 Austin 
Mini Countryman belonging to Andy 
Clarke. I first saw the car on the Off-
Peak Run we held in October and the 
car definitely grabbed my attention! 
I spoke to Andy on the phone to find 
out more:

In 2012 Andy decided that he wanted 
to buy a small car that he could tow 
on an A-frame behind his campervan Jonathan Voss

on holidays – you have doubtless seen Smart cars and the like 
showing off this party trick. The subject car obviously needs to 
be relatively small and light, but Andy wanted something a bit 
different. An all-steel Mini Countryman seemed like a good idea 
as they are relatively small by modern standards, light, and still 
quite useable too. After initially struggling to find the right car 
Andy stumbled across one for sale in Liverpool on eBay. It needed 
work but he decided to have a punt and won it. As is so often the 
case, once he started digging he discovered that the car needed 
more work than initially expected. Andy wasn’t interested in 
having a perfect show car, so tried to keep as much of the original 
metal and paint as he could. Having just re-sprayed the front 
panel, wings, and roof, the car has a nice patina and used look. 
Wearing Group 2 arches, wide Minilites, a sump guard, and sitting 
low, it really does look a very purposeful car.

To enable Andy to tow the car on an A-frame he had to 
strengthen the front subframe with extra bracing. While it was 
out he thought he would upgrade the suspension, which ended up 
with a fully adjustable setup. Andy said it was a case of “Just does 
this, just do that”, which as I know from personal experience, 
makes it hard to know when to stop. 

Having never been able to afford a Cooper S or the insurance first 
time around, an all singing, all dancing engine was on the cards. 
He sourced an original Oselli engine from a friend and used that 
for this rather special car. As it had been stood for some time the 
engine was stripped and chemically cleaned, and carefully rebuilt. 
While it was difficult to find any records about the engine, the 
block is a 1275 A+ bored to 1360cc. The head is a well worked 
item, and the rotating assembly has been lightened and balanced. 
It breathes through a single 1 ¾” SU carb but the cam remains a 
mystery. With no clear markings it is unclear as to which profile 
it is, but it is quite lumpy and certainly provides good figures. 
On Peter Baldwin’s somewhat flattering rolling road, it emitted 
109bhp through the standard 4 synchro box with a 3.1 diff. Peter 
said “You’ll have some fun with that on the road!”

Having finished the car and enjoyed it on the road, Andy became 
worried about the idea of leaving it parked up somewhere on 
holiday if he decided to take the camper out on a journey, and so, 
decided to use it for what it was: A cool, quick, useable Mini. The 
car joined many others from the club on the 2014 Minis to Monte 
trip, and Andy enjoyed it so much that he is now building another 
Mini to allow one for touring, and one for hillclimbing! Lucky Man!

Jonathan Voss
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday 8th March

Beefeater pub in Emersons Green, just off the M32, near 
J18/19 M4. Postcode: BS16 7AN  

David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

  Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

TBA

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire First Tuesday of the month
At 7.00pm

Marrowbone & Cleaver, High Street, Kirmington, 
Lincolnshire DN39 6YZ

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

  Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Scotland Sunday 12th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

  Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Warwickshire Region meeting venue is being sold so 
to avoid a wasted journey please send email to warks@
cliffdporter.co.uk  to confirm location of monthly 
meeting.  Thank you. Cliff Porter, Regional Organiser.

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

VENUE 

CHANGE

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org
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Bristol Gloucester and Somerset Region

Happy New Year to all members! And welcome to our new regional members!  
 
The MCR BGS is a great place to meet and network with Mini and MINI enthusiasts locally. At the start of 2017 we had 45 regional members and 
now we have some 78. 

BGS can help you with technical questions, expertise, valuations, and product/supplier recommendations. Recently, we have helped members find 
experts to rebuild a 997 Cooper gearbox, offer advice on a prospective Cooper S rally Works replica purchase, help source a rare gear knob, help 
sell a car, find a cost effect paint sprayer, identify a rare Mini and recommended a carburettor ultrasonic clean to cure a starting/accelerator problem 
– which now works perfectly.
 
December passed with little Mini excitement, I hadn’t started my Mk3 since the end of September and so decided to unpack the car and give it a try 
and it wouldn’t start. New spark plugs, battery charge and jump leads connected to a Land Rover and it started first time - phew. I may sell my 1971, 
Teal Blue Mk3 S in the spring and so if anyone is interested in it – please let me know.
 
Looking forward, I want to increase the number of events the BGS region exhibit at in 2018. In the diary so far we have:
 
• 10th June, MCR National Mini Day, Beaulieu
• 16-17th June, Bristol Classic Car Show at the Shepton Mallet
• 15th July, Atwell-Wilson Museum Classic Show, Calne
• 4-5th August, Under the Mini Moon, Burnham-on-Sea
• 19th August, Classic Vehicle Festival, Tewkesbury
• 2nd September, Classic Car Show, Tetbury
• 29th September, Mini Action Day, Castle Coombe
 
I am looking for additional events, please suggest any shows you think we should exhibit or attend at, either in, or close to our region.  
 
Also, I will be looking for people to show their cars at these events – if you haven’t shown before it is very social, we meet lots of Mini/car 
enthusiasts, and we often make good networking contacts, take interesting photos, meet members and prospective members.  
 
The first ‘meet-up’ of 2018 will be at 7.30pm on Thursday 8th March at the Beefeater pub in Emersons Green, just off the M32, near J18/19 M4. 
Postcode: BS16 7AN.  Meet-ups are informal and last about 90 minutes and you do not have to bring a Mini – but you can if you wish.
 
That’s it from me.
 
David Dangerfield

Hampshire Region

The Hampshire region Christmas lunch was held at the Farmer’s Home in Durley rather than our usual haunt, The George and Falcon.  This was 
after last year’s rather poor meal. Happily the Farmers’ Home really did themselves proud. An excellent meal enjoyed by all present.

Much discussion has been had over the last few months on whether we should find a new venue for our meetings. Certainly, the price of a pint is 
a little more than other places and the price of food has gone up quite considerably too. We have a likely alternative pub lined up for some of us to 
visit and assess, so watch this space.

It was great to bump into several regional members at the Boxing Day classic car meet in Romsey.  It has helped, with me at least, to get a little 
inspiration and get on with my latest project. Although judging by the amount of rust I have found this will take some time!

There is not much more to look forward to over the winter, although the coming year does have some promise with several regional members 
going on the Minis to the Alps trip and, at least two of us preparing for the forthcoming motorsport season. There may even be a couple of new 
builds out, maybe an Almond Green Cooper and nice Speedwell blue Mini?!

A rather belated happy New Year to everyone.

Tony Salter

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Kent Region 

Don’t forget the Ham Sandwich Run is on the 19th August this year and entry will be £30 per car including the attraction entrance for driver and 
navigator, as well as run packs and an entry gift. You can reserve your space now since as in the last couple of years the run entry will be limited to 
40 cars.

Here is the Kent Events List for 2018, please contact us if you would like to attend any of these events.

Kent Events List 2018

LSMOC London to Brighton Run, 20th May 2018, Brighton.
Deal RNLI Classic Car Show, 26th May, Deal.
MCR National Mini Cooper Day, 10th June, Beaulieu. 
Darling Buds of May Classic Car Show, 1st July. Bethersden
Brands Hatch Mini Festival 25th-26th August, Brands Hatch Circuit.
Bearsted Green Classic, 29th July, Bearsted Nr Maidstone.
Ham Sandwich Run, 19th August, Ashford.
Oh So Retro, September, 30th September, Margate. 

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. The Feb meeting will be the first Wednesday 7th February 2018 as the second is Valentine’s day. See you 
there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

The second of our major events in the year, the Christmas Dinner (the other is 
the annual tour) took place on December 4th when 67 people sat down for the 
festive fayre laid on by the George and Dragon. All the tickets were sold 3 weeks 
before the closing date, no doubt encouraged by ace navigator Don Barrow 
being the guest and after dinner speaker. The evening also included a prize draw 
featuring a glittering array of prizes from a Debenhams voucher to wine and 
chocolates. Well, that was the plan anyway! Unfortunately, Don Barrow and wife 
Gill had something of a disaster at home which resulted in a large hole in their 
roof, allowing the generally inclement weather of early December to attempt to 
fill the house with water! Reluctantly (but understandably) Don had to withdraw 
from the dinner evening, but suggested trying to get another famous navigator, 
Mike Broad, to stand in for him. Despite Stuart Turner helping to put me in 
contact with Mike, it turned out he was on holiday, and with time running out my 
emergency plan needed to be put into action.

I have always feared that illness, weather or motorway closures might make it 
impossible for guests to attend the dinner at the last minute. So, I have had a 
contingency plan in place for such occasion and thus it was time swing it into 
action and call Shaun Farrelly, a local historian, who has a number of talks on 
various subjects to see if he would stand in for Don. I had already pre warned 
Shaun a few days earlier so he had the answers I needed to hear already to hand. 
Yes, he was available and he would do his light hearted talk about his ‘Life behind 
bars!’. So not a motoring theme, but on the night this was very well received. His 
stories – and there were many – relate to a time when he was a Prison Officer 
at Dovegate Prison near Uttoxeter. Worryingly, when Shaun asked the question 
“How many of you have been in prison?” around 50% of the audience put their 
hands up! It turned out they had been involved in sports activities or educational 
courses or even had dinner in a prison. All had been promptly let out afterwards! 
During the dinner the people with Minis were sat on one table: Ian and Carole 
Potter, Colin and Margaret Armit, Nick Harding and Bev, Nick Hunter, Peter 
Chadwick and Mike McGreevy.

My thanks go to Shaun Farrelly for stepping into the breach at short notice. 
To Don Barrow for keeping me updated on the situation with his house and 
suggesting Mike Broad as an alternative, and Stuart Turner for attempting to put 
me in touch with Mike. The 7th Christmas dinner was a great evening!

One side of the MCR table 

And the other side!



Turning now to future events.
Monday 5th February. This planned to be our Scalextric race night. The format will 
be largely the same as previous years with a series of knockout races, each producing 
a champion, and then all the winners will compete in the Race of Champions. There 
will also be a sprint series running alongside the races, where each competitor will run 
over 3 laps with the fastest lap to count as their time. New for this year will be the 
option to have a Pie in a Box for sustenance during the evening.
Monday 5th March. Will be a traditional pub chat night.
Sunday 22nd April. This is the FVHBC Drive it Day which commemorates the 1,000 
mile trial run on 23rd April 1900. Although in the early stages of planning, this year our 
celebration is likely to involve a Sunday Lunch with scenic routes there and back.

Finally during 2018 the regular meetings will continue to be held on the 1st 
Monday of each month at the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone ST15 
0PX. All Mini and MINI owners are welcome to come along and enjoy the fun. 
Contact me for more details about the meetings. 

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Suffolk Region

Our first event of the New Year is an informal talk by former Mini racing driver 
Tony Rutt, who now resides in Ipswich. Tony was involved with Mini racing right 
from the off, and took part in the 1960 Tourist Trophy at Brands Hatch. Tony is 
attributed as being the first 850 Mini racer to split a wheel rim. His talk will take 
place at the Cherry Tree Public House Woodbridge on Tuesday 6th February at 
7.30, preceded by Fish & Chips. I know its short notice, but anyone wishing to 
join us from adjoining counties, please contact me A.S.A.P.

Please note our new meeting day is the first Tuesday of the month to avoid the Quiz night! 

Ian MacPherson
07749936274

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Shaun Farrelly talking about his life behind bars

All smiles at Suffolk Christmas dinner



FOR SALE AND WANTED
Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious before 
purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL  
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose 
a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques 
should be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.  
All traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

Time warp Mini Cooper 1997 grey/white Mini Cooper
17,219 miles service records and old MOTs to prove. Has been dry stored 
in a Carcoon since 2008. Interior/ exterior in excellent condition. £8,000.
Vehicle is in Northern Ireland but secure delivery can be arranged 
anywhere at cost. I can pick up anyone wanting to view the car from 
Belfast or Dublin airports or ferry ports.
Tel:  Bernie Mc Eneany on 07934645450.If I do not answer please leave a 
message and I will call back ASAP. Please note I work shifts so it could be a 
few hours before I call back.

1966 Mk1 Mini Cooper S rolling project. Old English white/black roof. 
Red and gold interior. RHD home market car. Green logbook, current 
logbook, heritage certificate, lots of history, bills and old photos from the 
1970s and 1990s. Original shell with all the correct S bits. Original engine 
312 block, 1128 gearbox, a tuned 11 stud 940 head (engine/gearbox 
still together but out of the car). Hydrolastic displacers and pipework. 
Refurbished twin tanks, piano-hinge glass, 120 speedo, chrome gearstick, 
original doors, bonnet, boot, two-piece roof lining all in good condition 
etc. Very little rust excellent base to make a concours car. £20,000 ono 
Bristol dangerf55@yahoo.co.uk 
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