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Cranborne Industrial Estate, 
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN
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Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU

Tel: 01423 881800 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury. 
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www.minispares.com
Visit the official MiniSpares.com website for pictures,
downloads, catalogues, current prices & special deals
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Shop on-line at www.minispares.com - or order by phone 01707 607700

Brightwork
When it comes to being bright, Mini Spares Ltd really is, with its range of Mini brightwork and less-drag wiper blades that really clear the screen. Pianoforte Supplies in Northampton made almost every body finishing
part for the Mini but by 1979 it had scrapped the tooling for many Mk1 parts, including grilles, before its total closure many years later.  Mini Spares once again came to the rescue and with some original drawings
and foresight. The company ended up making all the parts required to keep these cars looking correct even before Rover’s closure  or the retro-look trend started. Nearly all the trim, mouldings, grilles, grille surrounds,
stainless steel bumpers and overiders from 1959-2000 are now made from Mini Spares’ own tooling. A large range of aftermarket  bumpers are also stocked,  (but with the exception of any Clubman rear bumpers,
which are unfortunately no longer available). The quality of Mini Spares’ UK made parts was so good many of the parts for post 1990 Minis were supplied to Rover itself!

Power Unit
Mini Spares is one of the few companies investing in major engine and transmission parts to keep standard and performance Minis running. This is a large financial and time investment, which is totally beyond the
money making copycats manufacturing the most commonly required parts. Mini Spares offers a range of specialist and upgraded gaskets along with most engine and transmission parts - even the less commonly
requested ones;  baulk rings that actually function correctly, made to original drawings and design, helical and straight cut gears including primary and idler gears for most popular requirements and much more. In fact
almost every motive part your Mini could ever need.

The World’s Largest Suppliers of Spares for the Mini
Mini Spares started in Southgate London N11 in 1975, before moving to Potters Bar in 1999 and since then has developed into a world leading company with an annual turnover in
excess of £15 million and over 50 staff with the best expertise and knowledge of their product in the business. Despite its size today, as ever,  the company’s emphasis is still on
quality, prices and customer satisfaction. A most varied set of skills, but the common denominator is that all the staff are passionate about MInis, whether it be racing, driving, rebuilding
or just owning them. We all love them, which is why you’ll find the heart in the middle of our logo.

Unmatched buying power 
Mini Spares’ buying power allows it to pass on huge savings to its customers, which in turn also allows it to buy the huge quantities of stock required by original
suppliers to make the production runs viable.  This has helped to once again produce products such as AP brake and clutch parts from 
the original tooling that was used for cars on the production line, although some technical changes may have been dictated by modern EEC legislation.

www.minispares.com

Rubber Parts
Fed up with rubber parts not fitting properly or failing? Try Mini Spares products, as over 80% of their seals are made from Mini Spares tooling. Since the demise of the original tooling at St Albans Rubber for Mk 1/2
seals, Silent Channel and Standard Products for door channels/seals and Schlegel /BTR for later door seals Mini Spares has procured or has its own tooling made and produces products to the original or improved
specifications. The 60 year old sponge honeycomb (air bubble) with an outer skin type of design as used by BMC for many of their models and of course MK1 door/boot and rear side window seals can no longer be
produced, but the Mini Spares’ alternatives fit perfectly when properly installed. All of the MK1/2 door sliding window channels and chrome runners are also made from Mini Spares’ own tooling.

Since the demise of Rover and Unipart as the original suppliers many parts are still packaged as ‘genuine’ by the companies
who obtained their rights and stock. Some parts are old stock or from original suppliers, but some are re-sourced. Many parts
are not what they used to be and the words “making profit only” comes to mind when all the expertise in parts quality is
scarce. Mini Spares once again comes to the rescue by examining these parts and deciding what to stock and what to reject.
Mini Spares tries to be completely transparent by giving verbal or web descriptions. That is why they are the Number One
supplier and website for Mini owners buying parts or seeking information from highly knowledgable staff.
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Safety Critical Parts - Many parts are copied - but not to Mini Spares standards!
Beware of poor quality swivel pins, track rod ends, brake hoses, wheel bearings and cv joints all being imported from the Far East as they are safety critical parts. There have been many sad reports of failure but be
assured Mini Spares Ltd parts are all the best quality and price available. Mini Spares own swivel pins have been supplied and boxed by both Rover and Unipart  since the demise of the original part. Brake parts including
hoses are from original AP braking supplies and tried and trusted non genuine parts are also available.
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Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are printing - check website for up-to-date prices.                          All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

February magazine – 1st January
March magazine – 1st February
April magazine – 1st March

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
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20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
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treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
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Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR  
MINI COOPER REGISTER 
ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and 
members against a variety of claims. The key area it covers is 
‘Public Liability’ and this means accidental injury to or damage to 
the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at 
shows where we run a stand. There are an increasing number of 
shows featuring the Mini or classic cars generally which we are 
planning to attend with Committee-organised stands, plus many 
regions already attend local shows, and there may be others that 
we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a 
member of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the 
ambulance-chasing practices of many legal advisers today, makes a 
claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only 
offer that protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini 
Cooper Register presence. If the stand organizer lets me know 
(address, phone number and e-mail address at the front of the 
magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the 
event without prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers 
risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor 
and me at the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, 
and you and your organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card 
at the following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card.  
01242 609598 bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available 
to Mini Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old  
01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK  
01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337 
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.
co.uk 07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777  
or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B. 
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 
01903 715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex 
JCW chief technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk  
01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk. 
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing 
Magazines
Sometimes magazines  
go astray.

If your magazine does not 
arrive by the middle of  
the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do 
not have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT -  
PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be 
received by the 1st of the 
month for the following 
month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the 
magazine sent by email, 
so if you do not receive 
an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I 
have not received it. Please 
telephone me after a day 
or so to check if you do not 
hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer 
the membership -  

see details on page 4. 
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EDITORIAL
F irstly, may I wish all our members a 

very happy and prosperous New Year!

By the time you read this all the usual 
Christmas festivities will be behind us 
for another year as we head into the 
cold and dark days of winter. It’s not 
a time of the year I ever look forward 
to because you are somewhat limited 
in what you can do outside by the 
inclement weather and the fact that 
daylight is in short supply too. As a 
result there are just less things going on 

generally and in particular on the ‘classic car scene’ until spring comes 
along again. Having said that though, there are a couple of shows 
I hope to be going along to, weather permitting, and namely, the 
Autosport  International Show at the NEC in mid January, and then 
the MINI Fair at Bingley Hall Staffordshire right at the end of January 
as it is some years since I have been to either show. 

Right, down to business and what do you have for you in 
CooperWorld to kick off the New Year? Well, there are no less 
than four articles in the Competitions section of the magazine, one 
of which particularly caught my interested written by Neil Johnson, 
who covers the recently run RAC Rally of the Tests. Neil principally 
features Steve Entwhistle’s bid to win the rally in Paddy Hopkirk’s 
Mini Cooper S registered 6 EMO. Read Neil’s account of how 
Steve and his trusted navigator Ali Procter got on. And staying on 
the subject of rallying, Louise Thomas has sent in an article on her 
experiences on the recent Isle of Man Rally. As you may know, Louise 
is the driver of an all female Mini rally crew and has been contesting 

the Mini Challenge Cup. Do have a read of her article and find out 
how she and her navigator got on in the rally.

Then our regular Technical Topics contributor Richard Pengelly 
continues with his series of articles called ‘All about engines’, with 
part 3, in which he covers the subject of offset cylinder bores and 
how they can provide additional power from an engine. Although 
the subject matter is quite technical in parts, Richard has done a 
great job to cover it in such a way that it is digestible to those of us 
that are not that technically minded. 

To round things off this month, Peter Barker continues with 
his series of ‘interview’ articles on some of the former BMC 
Competitions Department’s individuals and this month Peter’s 
interview article covers the life and career of the late Tony Fall. I 
have found all of Peter’s interview articles fascinating and this one 
is no exception so I would urge you to read it. You will find Peter’s 
article in the Members’ articles section.

That’s it from me except to say I hope you enjoy reading this issue 
of the magazine.

Paul Sulma 

Trade Supporter
2017



the exchequer is losing £107 million a year and this goes on unabated for a 
number of years, it is going to take a life time to claw back to that promised 
saving of £7 million a year. It strikes me that the simplest way to capture 
that revenue is to abandon VED completely and stick the tax on fuel that 
we use. Not only would evasion be impossible, it would also be a much 
fairer taxation method – pay for what you use. The company rep doing 
50,000 miles a year would pay much more than say a retired person who 
does a few thousand miles a year going to the shops and back. It would also 
encourage people to buy more efficient cars and it would, to my simple 
mind, be easy to calculate. The government knows to the nearest litre how 
much fuel we burn here each year and they also know what they should 
receive in road tax. Divide one by the other and you get the increased cost 
per litre to capture the road tax. But perhaps that’s just too simplistic! 

The NEC Classic Motor Show was another great show and a big vote 
of thanks must go to Justin Ridyard and his team for their good work 

over what was five days of work. Thanks also to those who displayed 
their cars – it was a fine collection. We managed to sign up 37 new 
members thanks to the tireless efforts of Lesley Young and Sally Salter, 
once again, sold a lot of regalia, including many car covers. The location 
of our stand sadly was not as good as it had been in previous years, 
situated in the main AutoJumble Hall and uncarpeted but, nevertheless, 
our stand looked, as always, very professional and was a great eye 
catcher with the club’s new inflatable arch prominently displayed. 

Our Minis to the Alps event is now well on course and I am delighted to 
say that, within a few days of entries opening, we had filled nearly all of 

the spaces. The shift away from Monte Carlo was a gamble but happily the 
new idea has been a popular one. If you are still thinking about entering, on 
what promises to be a brilliant event, do get your entry in quickly. Another 
advert for the event appears in this issue and you can get more details from 
Lesley Young, the event secretary – simply email membership@minicooper.
org and you will receive all the details and entry forms – but don’t delay.  

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

It should come as no surprise to anyone 
with half a brain that the revenue from 

VED (road tax) has dropped markedly 
since the abolition of the tax disc. The latest 
government figures show that the number 
of drivers evading car tax has trebled since 
the tax disc disappeared. Approximately 
750,000 people failed to pay their road tax 
in 2017 and it is reported to be the highest 
figure of evasion in the last decade. This, 
in hard cash terms, means the Exchequer 
has lost over £107 million pounds in a year 
as drivers fail to pay up. It was in 2014 that 

the tax disc was scrapped in a move that the Government said would save 
around £7 million a year. However, the evasion rate having trebled means 
1.8 percent of cars on the road are not taxed compared to 0.6 percent in 
2013 before the scheme was introduced. It seems logical that those evading 
decide that it’s no longer a risk being caught with an outdated disc on the 
widescreen. It is also fair to point out that many motorists forget to tax their 
cars as there is no longer a permanent reminder for them and all to see on 
the windscreen, and in many of these cases the car only remains untaxed for 
a few months. This of course despite the DVLA writing to owners reminding 
them their tax is due. It is also reported that a small percentage of those cars 
which are untaxed had been declared with a SORN and shouldn’t be on the 
highway. It also goes without saying that many of those not taxing their cars 
probably do not have a valid MOT and/or insurance either. The fear of car 
number plate recognition cameras would be picking out untaxed cars seems 
to have been an idle threat. There now seems pressure from motorist 
groups to reinstate the old tax disc system to prevent this huge loss of 
annual revenue. Less we forget, it will be the law abiding motorist who will 
eventually have to make up the short fall should the hole not be plugged. 

However, the Government state that they are confident that the evasion 
being experienced at the moment is only temporary and it will return to the 
normal level in the coming years! We will see but I seriously doubt it will. If 

A very long list of new members joining in November

NEW MEMBERS
Mr Jonny Saunders, Barnt Green, Worcs
Mr Martin & Christopher Butler, Chard, Somerset
Mr Chris Curley, Southport, Meseyside
Mr William Beattie, Ross On Wye, Herefordshire
Mr Jack & Danielle Ward, Dover, Kent
Mr David Watson, Huntington, Cambridgeshire
Mr Colin Batchelor, Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire
Mr David Thompson, Guildford, Surrey
Mr Kerry & Sheila Sealey, Hockley, Essex
Mr George Gibson, Thorpe-le-soken, Essex
Mr Dave Cole, Ferryside, Dyfed
Mr David Kingerley, Breaston, Derby
Mr John & Alison Stephenson, Stoke-on-trent, Staffordshire
Mr Jeff  Smith, Dungannon, County Tyrone
Mr Marc Stewart, Llanelli, Dyfed
Miss Sarah Nicoll, Criccieth ,Gwynedd
Mr Graham & Robert Cofield, Doncaster, South Yorkshire
Mr Keith Gorman, Plymouth, Devon
Mr Angus & Sandra Murphy, Ayr, Ayrshire
Mr Edward Armstong, Dudley, West Midlands
Mr Simon Eaton, Olney, Buckinghamshire
Mrs Jackie & Gerald Plummer, Brentwood, Essex
Mr Andrew Mills, Pontefract, West Yorkshire
Miss Jess & Ivor Rowley, Pontefract, West Yorkshire
Mr Adam Smart, Leatherhead, Surrey
Mrs Judy & Justin Baird-Murray, Llandrindod Wells, Powys
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Mr Neil Wigley, Uttoxeter, Staffordshire
Mr John Mcclelland, Worcester Park, Surrey
Mr Colin Hingley, Bournemouth, Dorset
Mr Simon Smedley & Bridie Greenwood, Nottingham, Notts
Mr Keith Hanger & Alison Charlton, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire
Dr Robert & Gill Kennedy, Ipswich, Suffolk
Mr Robert Ayres, Halesowen, West Midlands
Mr David & Jane Martin, Stratford-Upon-Avon, Warwickshire
Mr Paul & Diane Fiveash, North Walsham, Norfolk
Mr Andy Knott, Didcot, Oxfordshire
Mr Lyle Bushby, Lancing, West Sussex
Miss Claire & Matt Marshall, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire
Mr Vincent & Maria Teo, Bournemouth, Dorset
Mrs Jane & Peter Richardson, Leicester, Leicestershire
Mr John Hanley, Settle, North Yorkshire
Mr Paul Foreman, Leigh-on-sea, Essex
Mr Philip & Andrew Oldman, Lowestoft, Suffolk
Mr Anthony Altman & Anthony Pidcock, Sheffield South, Yorkshire
Mr Garry & Linda Rayns, Melton Mowbrey, Leicestershire
Mr Colin North, Waterlooville, Hampshire
Mr Damian Sleep, Northwich, Cheshire
Mr Ian Hawkes, Burwell, Cambridgeshire
Mr Ant Lucas, Wells, Somerset
Mr Andy Dickinson, Liversedge, West Yorkshire
Mr Christopher Baldwin, Hailsham, East Susex
Mr Lukasz Golab, Harrow, Middlesex



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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Trade Supporter
2017



There are many great events on the Events calendar for this coming 
year, if you do have any others that are not mentioned on the 
calendar, even if at regional level, then do let me know. It’s great 
for new members to see them in the magazine, especially if local 
to them. We will also publish these on the website so worthwhile 
dropping me an email.

The Ham Sandwich Run for 2018 will take place on Sunday the 19th 
August, and you can pre-register your interest by emailing me. The 
event seems to grow every year and promises to find another jewel 
to visit in the Kent countryside. So don’t miss out! These touring 
assemblies are a great way to stretch the legs of your car. I would be 
happy to assist anyone wishing to organise a similar run event in their 
region. All you need to do is plan a route, invite some members and set 
off for a tour of your local area - perhaps taking in a local museum. See 
also the review of the Rally trip master App, essential if you don’t have a 
Halda or Brantz trip device fitted in your car.

That’s all for now! Happy New Year!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

A s I’m writing this I have just about 
recovered from another great NEC 

weekend. It was again a successful event 
for the club, many new members signed 
up to join the club and lots of catching up 
with you guys visiting the busy club stand. 
A full report is elsewhere in this month’s 
magazine. A personal thanks from me to 
all the helpers over the weekend, we were 
very lucky to have many hands for build-up 
and breakdown and during the weekend 
hosting visitors. Thanks again also to the 
car owners for their time and efforts. 

We are back at the Brooklands Mini 
Day next year thanks to the Thames Valley Region. Please contact 
Ken Hunter kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com  if you would like to 
display your car but spaces are limited.

Another fabulous event I’m sure will be the Lincolnshire Region’s Mini 
Coopers on Track Day on the 18th March at Blyton Park, Gainsborough. 
All regions and models from 1959 to 2018 are welcome, so if you are 
interested pleasecContact: Chris Smith miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk for 
further details. There were a few rumblings of discontent on the forums 
about how close this is to the Mk1 Performance Action day at the same 
venue. However, it is difficult not to clash similar event days as there 
are only so many weekends off season these sorts of events can be 
held, and as the Mk1 Performance Action Day is limited to classic Minis 
only, I’m sure the New MINI owners in the club will appreciate the 
Lincolnshire Region’s event. Well done Chris for taking this initiative. 

Don’t forget we have limited tickets for our members to participate in 
the London to Brighton Run, email me for further details.

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand Italics = 
Regional MCR event/attendance

January 2018

Event: Wirral to Llandudno Mini Run 
Date: 7th January  
Location: Bromborough to Rhos-On-Seas 
Contact: http://wirralminis.com/wirral-to-llandudno-run/

Event: MINI FAIR 
Date: 28th January 2018 
Location: Bingley Hall, Staffordshire County 
Showground 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: MCR Hinton Firs Weekend 
Date: 27th-28th January 2018 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: Josh Bromage secretary@minicooper.org 
or telephone 07950 753299

Event: Mini Winter Rally 2017 
Date: 27th-29th January  
Location: Switzerland 
Contact: https://mini-winter-rally.ch/ 

February 2018

Event: London Classic Car Show 
Date: 15-18th February  
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

Event: Hero Winter Challenge to Monte Carlo 
Date: 18th – 22nd February 
Location: Le Touquet to Monte Carlo 
Contact: http://heroevents.eu/event-type/winter-challenge/

March 2018

Event: Goodwood Members Meeting 
Date: 17th – 18th March 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.goodwood.com/flagship-events/
members-meeting/

Event: Mini Coopers on Track Day 
Date: 18th March 
Location: Blyton Park, Gainsborough, Lincolnshire Region. 
All regions welcome. 
Contact: Chris Smith miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Event: Brooklands Mini Day 
Date: 25th March  
Location: Brooklands Museum Trust Ltd, Brooklands 
Road, Weybridge. KT13 0QN 
Contact: https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show 
Date: 23rd – 25th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April 2018

Event: Spring Action Day 
Date: 7th April 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact:  https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Pride of Longbridge 
Date: 14th April 
Location: Cofton Park, Low Hill lane, Longbridge, B31 2BQ 
Contact: prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day 
Date: 15th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton  mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

May 2018

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: 4th-5th-6th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: 5th-6th May 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park Classic Mini’s.  
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.co.uk/
action-day.htm
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01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR

Trade Supporter
2017

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: TBC May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, Downton, Wilts 
Contact: www.dewsc.org.uk

Event: Himley Hall British Mini Day 
Date: 13th May  
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Miniworld Riveria Run 
Date: 12th -13th  May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: www.miniworld.co.uk

Event: Minis at the Quarry 
Date: 12th May 
Location: Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre 
Contact: http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/

Event: IMM Portugal 
Date: 17th-23rd May 
Location: Praia de Mira, Portugal 
Contact: http://www.imm2018.pt/

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
Date: 19th - 20th May 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 20th May  
Location: Brighton 
Contact: http://www.london-to-brighton.co.uk/

June 2018

Event: Minis at Dunsfold 
Date: 2nd June  
Location: Dunsfold (Top Gear Track) 
Contact: https://minisatdunsfold.co.uk/

Event: National Metro & Mini Show  
Date: 3rd June 2018 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/
events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day 
Date: 10th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade stands 
and concours judging. Also includes an autojumble. 
It is open to all marques of Minis/MINI’s.   
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 17th June 
Location:  Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. Displays, 
traders, club stands, autojumble. 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 16th-17th June  
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

July 2018

Event: Minis Wipers 
Date: 7th-8th July 
Location: Ypres Belgium 
Contact: Justin Ridyard events@minicooper.org

Event: Classic Le Mans 
Date: 6th - 7th – 8th July 
Location: Le Mans, France  
Contact: http://www.lemansclassic.com/language/en/home/

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 12th – 15th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 20th -22nd July (Club presence TBC) 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

August 2018

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 3rd-5th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: 4th-5th August 
Location: Westbrook Farm Touring Park, Harp Rd, 
Brent Knoll, Highbridge TA9 4HQ 
Contact:  http://www.utmm.co.uk/new/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 4th August TBC 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car.   
Contact:  http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 12th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 19th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact:  h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

September 2018

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble 
Date: 1st - 2nd September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 7th-9th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 16th – 17th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: Pete Flanagan

Event: Minis to the Alps  
Date: 15th – 22nd September  
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 22nd September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact:  https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: TBC September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Minis at Castle Combe  
Date: 29th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact:  https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 30th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact:  http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

November 2018

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 9th 11th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact:  http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

Month TBC

Event: Mini Festival 2017 
Date: TBC 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Mini Festival 2017 
Date: TBC 
Location: Snetterton 
Contact: http://snetterton.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Mini Festival 2017 
Date: TBC 
Location: Oulton Park  
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

EVENTS
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Mini Cooper Register Annual General Meeting

Sunday 18th March 2018
 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Mini Cooper Register will take 
place at the Best Western Hotel Oxford Road Banbury Oxfordshire OX16 9AH. Directions can 
be found on www.bestwestern.co.uk.
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Please arrive at the Hotel for 10.45 a.m. 

The Meeting starts promptly at 11:00 a.m.

There will be a free buffet lunch for members after the AGM.

Nominations Wanted
The Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. The current Chairman should receive nominations of candidates 
for election to the Committee not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

All posts are open for nomination any member may apply.

All positions will all become vacant at the Annual General Meeting. Posts which you can be nominated for are Competition Secretary, 
Editor, Events Co-Ordinator, Public Relations, Regalia Secretary, Regional Organiser, Secretary and Treasurer. It is vital and urgent that 
someone volunteers for each position to allow the continued smooth running of the Club. Your Club needs you! 

Please contact Robert Young if you want to discuss any position.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be elected by ballot between the newly elected members at the next Committee meeting 
following this Annual General Meeting.

Please include the following in a nomination: Committee Post, the nominee’s name and club membership number, the proposer’s 
name and club membership number and signatures of both people. Please include your reasons for applying and detail any 
relevant qualities, experience and qualifications. This is your chance to make a difference to the running of the Club.

Agenda Proposals Wanted
Any member wishing to have an item included on the agenda of the meeting must submit it, in writing, to the current Chairman 
not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

The Submission needs to include the name and membership number of the person submitting the item a proposer’s name and 
membership number and the signatures of both people.

Note
Admission to the Annual General Meeting will be strictly limited to current members only. Please bring your membership card in 
order to gain admittance to the meeting.

The Committee does not recommend this meeting as a suitable place for children or pets.

Please address nominations and agenda proposals to:
Robert Young, MCR AGM, Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden, Kent. TN30 7NE

Nominations and agenda proposals to arrive no later than Monday 12th March 2018.



Minis to the Alps
15th to 21st September 2018

The Mini Cooper Register will be promoting a Touring Assembly to the Alps in 2018. The event will run along the lines of previous Minis to 
Monte events, but in 2018 we will be covering more terrain in the High rather than the Maritime Alps and driving some of the roads used on 
the Alpine Rally. In 1967 it was won by Paddy Hopkirk, the last European Championship round won by a Works Mini. The distances have been 
reduced slightly compared to the 2016 event and we will include lots of short cuts for those who want to make up time or don’t enjoy too many 
twisty roads. We are also running the event two weeks earlier than in 2016. As usual the route will be described in a fully detailed Tulip road 
book and the organisers will provide a service vehicle, and the price will include return ferry crossings and accommodation in 3 and 4 star hotels.

This is the planned itinerary for the route which is just over 1300 miles (subject to change): 

Day 1 - Saturday 15th September - Signing-on. Overnight at Mercure Great Danes Hotel, Maidstone or similar with welcome dinner.

Day 2 - Sunday 16th September - Maidstone to Reims - Maidstone to Dover for an early crossing to France. Autoroute to just  
  after St Quentin then across country through Champagne growing country to the old Reims  
  circuit and on to Reims for the overnight stop. Total 251 miles. 

Day 3 - Monday 17th September - Reims to Colmar - Some main roads but plenty of country bits to the Vosges mountains  
  including a climb over the Col du Bonhomme towards the end. Overnight stop at Colmar.  
  Total 207 miles.

Day 4 - Tuesday 18th September - Colmar to Nantua - Over the Vosges mountains including the Petit Ballon and the Grand  
  Ballon. Then mains roads in the valley of the Doubs alongside the Swiss border and over a  
  couple of cols to the overnight halt at Nantua overlooking a lake. Total 230 miles

Day 5 - Wednesday 19th September - Nantua to Gap - In the morning continuing southwards on country roads to Grenoble and  
  over the Chamrousse. In the afternoon there are several cols to climb over scenic roads on  
  the way down to Gap. Total distance 217

Day 6 - Thursday 20th September - Gap to Aix-les-Bains - We now head back northwards over roads familiar to many but  
  not used in this direction by us before, starting with the Col d’Espreaux. Skirting the  
  Vercors mountains, we will then circumnavigate Grenoble again and get up on to the Col  
  du Granier to Chambery and then use back roads on the way to Aix-les-Bains, reached  
  round the Lac du Bourget. Total distance 219 miles.

Day 7 - Friday 21st September - Aix-les-Bains to Evian-les-Bains - We start with the traditional climb up Mont Revard, then  
  cross the River Isere for more country roads, and go northwards through Albertville. We  
  then take to roads entirely new to us over several climbs until we drop down to Lac Leman  
  overlooking Switzerland and our final destination Evian-les-Bains. Total distance 202 miles

Day 8 - Saturday 22nd September - After breakfast make your own way back to Calais, a distance of 540 miles (235 less than  
  from Monte) - bon voyage!

The entry fee per car for two people sharing a room, including return ferry crossing, seven nights accommodation in good quality hotels 
with dinner and breakfast will be £1695. The entry is being restricted to 40 cars and holding deposits of £295 will be taken to secure 
an entry. Credit card payments are accepted (with small surcharge) or debit cards or cheques with two further stage payments being 
required at the end of March and June.

Contact the Secretary of the Meeting, Lesley Young, by email - membership@minicooper.org or phone 01580 763975 to request an application 
form and regulations. Entries open on the 5th November 2017, when application forms and regulations will be sent out. Places will be allocated 
on receipt of completed application form on a first come basis. You need to be a member of the Mini Cooper Register to take part.
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By Justin Ridyard

EVENTS

November seems to come around quicker every year, and the month 
now marks the end of the show season at the NEC Birmingham 

and the Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show. For those who have 
not ever attended this show it is classic car heaven. Usually, there are 
5 to 6 halls of the exhibition centre full of car clubs showing their finest 
examples, together with an autojumble for those hard to find parts and 
companies keen to show their wares from garages to welders. For the 
MCR team it signifies a weekend of very sore feet and dry throats with 
a few what seem like pointless long waits. On the plus side its lovely to 
get to chat to all the members who attend and hopefully appreciate the 
efforts of the team and the quality of the stand. The event is relatively 
expensive for the MCR however; we do feel we need to be there.

The show starts in truth a couple of months before, and at the event 
we arrive on Thursday lunchtime to set up. Carpet tiles are laid, the 
gazebo and flags erected, the cars put in place before the final touches 
are applied. We then have 3 days with 75 to 80,000 visitors attending the 
event many stopping into speak to us and admiring the cars on show.

On the Sunday we had a rather special visitor, Frank Stephenson, the 
designer of the modern MINI. He spent time with Martin Charles 
discussing Martin’s car and was very pleased to see one on display. As I’m 

14 | www.minicooper.org Another superb club stand at the NEC

A rear shot of Pat Walker’s Ex Works Cooper on the stand
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Director at McLaren, where he oversaw the design of the P1 and 
the new range of McLarens. Stephenson resigned from McLaren 
Automotive in November of 2017. He has now founded his own 
company, Frank Stephenson Design Studio. In this we wish him all 
the best.

We had many nice comments on the cars and of the good variation 
of models. The Twin engined Mini was no doubt the star turn on 
our stand in the way of public interest, it seemed to be swarmed 
most of the time and many members of the public had questions 
about the vehicle. It is a fantastic piece of engineering although I’m 
still not sure I would like to take a corner in earnest personally in it. 
Alan Willcox the owner assured us it’s a good as gold, all 2.1 litres 
and 8 cylinders.

There were many lovely cars or all marques at the event and as always 
some great Minis. 

Cars for our stand this year were kindly provided by Peter Barratt – 
Blue Innocenti, Alan Willcox - twin engined Mini, Martin Charles - R53 
MINI, Patrick Walker – Ex Works Cooper and Liz and Brian Davage 
– Mk1 Cooper. We appreciate the time taken to provide cars to 
display and the time spent speaking to the general public. A big thanks 
personally from me and on behalf of the club.

sure all those who spoke to him at the event will agree he is a thoroughly 
decent and humble man and for all his accolades, portrays these 
successes as a team effort rather than being all his work. Very refreshing.

Stephenson's design career spans several of Europe's best known 
car makers. He began at Ford's design studio in Cologne, Germany, 
where he worked on the Ford Escort RS Cosworth. He later 
moved to BMW where he spent 11 years, eventually leading to 
an appointment as Senior Designer. His team was responsible for 
the redesign of the new MINI Hatchback. Also while at BMW, 
Stephenson designed the BMW X5. In 2002, he was appointed 
Director of Ferrari-Maserati Concept Design and Development. 
His work with Ferrari included the design of the Maserati MC12 
and Ferrari F430. He also oversaw Pininfarina's work on the 
Maserati Quattroporte, Maserati GranTurismo and Ferrari 612 
Scaglietti. Stephenson's success with Ferrari led to his appointment 
to head of the company’s Fiat and Lancia styling centre in Turin, 
Italy in 2005. He was tasked with rebuilding the struggling Fiat 
brand, where he directed the styling of the Punto, Bravo and 
translated Roberto Giolito's 2004 Fiat Trepiùno concept into the 
production 500. In June 2007 he was made chief of Alfa Romeo 
Centro Stile. Stephenson left Fiat in April 2008 to become Design 

Frank Stephenson signing Martin’s car’s sun visor

A real 1970s head turner of a Clubman

A nicely restored Crayford Convertible 
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All in all a great weekend, a good number of new 
members signed, lots of regalia sold including 
many of the clubs car covers. Still a few available 
please email regalia@minicooper.org if you are 
interested in one.

Massive thanks to all the team who helped on the 
stand, for set up, during the event and breakdown, 
you know who you are! We managed again to 
show the classic car world just a few of the high 
quality vehicle’s we have within the club. We can 
hopefully show some more next year - application 
already sent in.
Looking forward to it, see you there in 2018!

Justin Ridyard

Photo by Justin Ridyard and Robert Young

The star of the show (and our stand) Alan Willcox’s twin engined 1071 Cooper S

Justin Ridyard picking the lucky winner of the 
toolbox, kindly donated by Carole Nash for new 
members who joined at the show.The winner 
was David Kingerly

The usual NEC team manning the stand

Beautiful low mileage Mk1 Cooper S
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BRYAN PURVES LTD 
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include; Electroplating, Hood Manufacture, Interior Trimming, Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2017

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Competition Semi Synthetic 
Millers Engine Oil – CTV 20W50

Headlight coversWall plaqueRear seat tool roll

Rear towing eye Spot light bracket Irvin full harness seat belt Works tool bag 

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm
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Tony Fall
By Peter Barker
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Tony Fall was the youngest of the BMC Works Mini drivers. From 
his early days in the Yorkshire motor trade, he rose to become a 

contracted competition driver for BMC. Following the closure of BL 
Competitions Department in 1970, he went on to drive for Lancia and 
Datsun and became Motorsport Director of General Motors Europe. 
Following that he bought and developed Safety Devices Ltd with his 
second wife Pat, building up the company to pre-eminence in British 
motorsport supply before his premature death in 2007.

This interview, undertaken for MiniWorld magazine in 1999, gave Tony 
a chance to look back on his colourful career and, of course, his time 
in Minis.

‘In the early 1960s I was a junior salesman at Appleyards of Bradford 
which was a main BMC dealership. I remember going to see the 
very snowy Yorkshire Rally and watching in amazement as Pat Moss 
trounced everybody in a Morris Minor! From that moment on I was 
determined to become a rally driver.

When Marcus Chambers joined Appleyards from BMC as Service 
Manager in 1961, he persuaded the management to let me use the 
company’s brand new Dove Grey 997cc Mini Cooper demonstrator 
in club rallies at the weekend. I had to prepare the car myself and 
return it to the showroom in good condition on Monday morning, 
which gave me a few problems if I had hit something on the rally. 
My navigator, David ‘Fearless’ Fawcett (so called because he called 
everything as ‘flat out’) and I would set off from Appleyards after 
work on a Saturday, drive to Wales or wherever the rally was, 
plot the route and then drive all night to finish at 5am. Then it was 
into the bar, breakfast and results at 9 am and back to Bradford 
for lunchtime. All this was at flat-out pace in the early Cooper. 
Sometimes we’d even take the car to a hillclimb or production car 
trial on the Sunday afternoon! It was incredibly gruelling but proved 
to be excellent training for the international rallies to come.

When the 1071 Cooper S came out Appleyards got one of the first as 
a demonstrator – an Almond green and Old English white example. Of 
course it was straight out on rallies. Our first outing in it was the Manx 
Rally but we holed the sump. I had more success on the very foggy 
1964 Welsh Rally with Mike Wood navigating where I actually finished, 
but Barrie Williams won the rally outright in his 1071 S, making it the 
first international rally win for the Cooper S.

Barrie and I were invited up to Abingdon after the event to see the 
foreman Doug Watts. He gave us some modified steering arms as the 
standard ones kept breaking. I couldn’t believe it, actually being given 
something for free, it was wonderful.

Our best result in the 1071 was a win on the Bolton Rally but once 
the 1275 Cooper S came along it was swiftly replaced. I’d never rolled 
a car until we got the 1275 but, because it went that much faster, 
and we were trying harder, I got through three bodyshells in a year. 
Amazingly, despite all this, the car was still being used as the company 
demonstrator. We took the 1275 on the 1964 RAC Rally as part of the 
Airedale & Pennine Motor Club team. To make it easier to find each 
other at service halts the team decided to wear straw hats. Stuart 
Turner couldn’t believe his eyes; he kept telling me that I looked like a 
stupid prat. We had the last laugh though as we finished 30th overall 
and won the team prize.

Co-driver Mike Wood also worked at Appleyards and he was distantly 
related to Stuart Turner. Stuart asked him about me with a view to 
including me in the BMC team, and so Mike and I were sent to do the 
1965 Welsh Rally together to see how we got on. I must have done 
all right as Mike gave Stuart the nod and he contacted me soon after, 
at 6am one morning. ‘Turner here’, he said. ‘You’ll do the Alpine Rally 
with Mike Wood in your own car, you’ll get 250 pounds and we don’t 
want to see you or hear from you until the start in Marseille’. That 
was it. Well, I was over the moon, it was like getting a phone call from 
God! I did actually have to go to Abingdon to get some Group 2 bits 
for the car and Appleyards lent me their latest 1275 Cooper S for the 
event. The actual rally was incredibly hard work. We did a practice run 
up the Col de Saint Baume just outside Marseille and there were so 
many hairpins I thought my arms were going to come off once we’d 
reached the top. Mike quietly said to me ‘That was only 15km. You’ve 
got 950km to go before the first rest halt.’ When we got to that rest 

Tony Fall

Tony Fall and Raymond Joss understeering 
beautifully in LBL 606D on the 1967 Monte

Tony Fall and Mike Wood in DJB93B winning the 1966 Scottish Rally
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halt I was so exhausted I lay down on my bed and didn’t move for 28 
hours. We did well on the rally finishing 8th overall and managed to 
win one of the Alpine Cups awarded for a penalty free run. I stayed 
on for a holiday with some friends although I hated the food and had 
to get someone to bring over a bottle of HP Sauce from England. I 
even put some on my fish soup which really upset Paddy Hopkirk 
who was a bit of a gourmet. When I came to drive the car back to 
the UK it melted all four pistons on the auto route. It was absolutely 
knackered after the rally.

I was offered drives to ‘fill in’ for the BMC team if entries were 
needed on a particular rally. I also did some testing of cars for the 
team in Wales, which was very unusual. Most Works teams of the 
day simply didn’t do any. One particular rally I recall was the Three 
Cities Rally in 1965, which I did with Ron Crellin. We were supposed 
to support Rauno Aaltonen’s attempt at the European Championship 
that year and we were given his pace notes for the event. After a 
couple of stages Stuart Turner told us to slow down because we 
were beating Rauno so we had to ease off a bit. Rauno ended up 
winning both the rally and the championship. I was actually employed 
on a rally by rally basis for 1966 and we had a really good year. We 
won the Circuit of Ireland Rally, the Scottish Rally, the Polish Rally (in 
a 970cc Cooper S) and came second on the Geneva Rally. It was such 
a good year I was given a bonus, 25pounds!

For 1967 I was given a full year’s work with BMC which started on 
the Monte. I had a TV journalist called Raymond Joss as my co-driver. 
He managed to lose control of the Mini on the way down to Monte – 
we went straight on at a T junction and hit a fuel station demolishing 
one of the pumps. Well, it took hours to sort out and by the time 
we were back on the road we were five hours behind schedule and 
should have been disqualified. We got to the next control just as they 
were packing up so I rushed over to the marshal and began laying 100 
franc notes on the table in front of him. When I’d emptied my wallet 
he pocketed the money and said ‘OK, what time would you like?’ and 
filled in our timecard for us. We carried on and finished 10th overall 
but I did all the driving after that. Timo Makinen’s car hit a boulder on 
the Monte and smashed the front end in. When the rally was over I 
bought the car for 7pounds 10shillings and 6pence, rebuilt it and did 
several UK rallies in it before selling it on. Imagine that today! 

Lord Stokes really ended it for BMC and the entire British Motor 
Industry. The Leyland take over happened in 1968, and although I 
had my best result on the Monte that year, 4th overall behind Rauno 
Aaltonen, the writing was on the wall for BMC and the Mini Cooper. 
Leyland were primarily truck makers and they didn’t have a clue how 
to run a car making business.

The feeling of sitting on the start line of a major rally in a BMC Works 
Mini (in the mid 1960s) was just fantastic. You knew that barring 
accidents you would be in the top 5 without really trying. The cars 
were so well prepared and developed and the team was so good that 
the others never stood a chance.

© Peter Barker 2017

Tony Fall and Mike Wood on their penultimate 
Works drive in ORX 707F on the 1968 Monte
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With more of us taking part in road runs, you may have considered 
installing one of the many options on the market to accurately 

measure mileage covered, with offerings from Terratrip, Barntz or VH 
trip. Which one to buy? Who can install it? Should I go for a GPS version? 
All questions I had run over in my head.

I had intended going for and installing a mid-range Brantz version to my 
MK2 earlier in the year, but I didn’t get around to it in time for the Minis 
to Ireland trip, as it turned out the car didn’t go.

Earlier in the year I had looked at and tried a couple of Apps which were 
ok but not ideal, as they were either inaccurate, adverts or crashing 
issues. One App that did tick all the boxes was Rally Tripmeter which I 
first used during the recce for the Ham Sandwich Run. I had also run out 
before Ireland with a pal who was running in his recent rebuilt engine for 
the event and decided to put it through its paces personally with a view 
to using it for the week long trip. I must say I was pleasantly surprised 
with its easy setup, easy to read screen and features. Once set to miles 
from kilometres which is its default view, you can reset the trip buy 
holding your finger on the screen. It has interim mileage on the top with 
the total mileage at the bottom. Tapping the screen will reset the interim 
counter only leaving the total trip at the bottom. It also shows average 
MPH and current MPH.

There are other modes which are Race, with a timer and distance 
covered and also Liaison for fixed time point to point disciplines. 
However, for a social touring assembly the default Recce mode is simple 
and ideal. Trip 1 is the yellow Inter (interim) mileage and Trip 2 is the 
Total (cumulative mileage) in the white box on the route book example 
below. All very easy to follow.

Others have used the App too and I have only heard good things about 
it. It is amazing in its simplicity of use and accuracy, even over longer 
distances. It has made me think twice about installing a specialist device 
to my car.

This App will not use your data as it works from GPS, but I would, however, 
advise buying a screen mount to fix it in easy reach to keep your hands free 
for answering routemaster questions and page turning of your route book.

This App is however very power hungry so for a long day's run you 
would have to run your phone with this App on a separate power pack 
or off the car charging system.   

Get downloading for next year!

Justin Ridyard
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Rally Tripmeter App review - Available via Android and IOS
By Justin Ridyard
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Mini raffled for hospice 

My name is Mick Rowley and I help to run Mercia Minis as well as 
the Mini Cooper Register Worcestershire region. I am writing to let 
you know that we raffled a classic Mini over the summer and went 
to a large number of shows with it. 

Sadly, we lost two of our members to cancer recently, so the 
husband of one of the members donated a classic Mini as a raffle 
prize to raise money for St Richard’s Hospice in Worcester. It was 
fully restored by club members but with the help of a local Mini 
spares and engine re-conditioner, as well as a lot of supplier’s.

The draw for the car was made at the Malvern Mini Show on the 
8th October and a cheque was presented to St Richard’s Hospice 
on the 15th October for great sum of £15,620.46p.The lucky raffle 
winner lives in the West Midlands. 

The raffle was in memory of Barb Stephen and Steve Ash and here 
are some photos of the car and presentation of the cheque. 

Mick Rowley 

To MOT or not to MOT 

Picking up on Robert’s Chairman’s Chat in November’s magazine, I 
thought I would add a comment from the insurers’ perspective.

A few years ago at the NEC Classic Motor Show I visited several 
insurers to ask their views on tyre age. Tyre age was not on their 
agenda but MOT’s were. As far as they where concerned, if a classic 
car has an MOT it is a statement of roadworthiness, even though 
the MOT is only a valid statement of roadworthiness ‘on the day’.

If you have an accident and do not have an MOT you may be required 
to prove to the insurance investigator that your car is roadworthy. I 
did not think too much about these comments, because like Robert, 
I always have my car MOTed. However, digging through my Carole 
Nash car insurance  conditions  I found the following:

General Conditions
Safety and security of your vehicle
You, and any other person insured by this policy, must take all 
reasonable precautions to:
1. Keep your vehicle in a safe and roadworthy condition
2. Protect your vehicle from loss or damage
3. Ensure your vehicle has a valid MOT test certificate if required to 

do so by law

Repairing a classic car correctly is not cheap, and may require a specialist 
classic car repairer to undertake the work, added to which insurers will 
fight any claim if they feel they have reasonable grounds to do so.

In the event of an accident and to avoid a fight with your insurer an 
MOT might be a cheaper option.

Richard Pengelly

LETTERS

Raffled Mini and the cheque for St Richard’s Hospice

The raffled Mini looking great post restoration

Some of the team that made it happen



0800 083 6302
We share your passion for classic cars, call now for our best cover

Based on reviews from January 2017 – June 2017

of customers would 
recommend Carole Nash94

The All Inclusive Carole Nash Difference

Alicia Insurance Specialist

3 Agreed Value

3 Salvage Retention

3  UK & European breakdown and accident 
recovery, including Homestart (worth over  
£100 when compared to other providers)

3  Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the 
event of an accident which is not your fault

3 Up to 15% discount for club members

cherished.carolenash.com
Classic    |    Camper Van    |    Specialist    |    Military    |    Performance

“ OUR CLASSIC 
CAR INSURANCE 
COMES WITH A 
WELL POLISHED 
SERVICE”

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 7pm, Sat 9am - 5pm.   
As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. †Based on an average customer saving 33% compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 51 year old male driving a 1972 MG B; a 1971 MG B 
and a 1972 MG Midget. Savings accurate as of 18 September 2017. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style 
of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

 YOU COULD 

SAVE 33%
WITH A MULTI-CLASSIC CAR POLICY†

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE 



THE ARCHIVE − Robert Young
Cooper-Buick V8

Bruce Penrose recently sent in an extract 
from a back copy of Motor from 3rd April 
1965. This issue had a road test, for want 
of a better expression, on the outrageous 
Buick rear engined Mini. Those with long 
memories will recall that we did actually 
see this car, albeit in a rather dishevelled 
state, when Dave Boswell bought it along 
to Beaulieu some years ago. However, 
Dave has since sold the car and I’m not 
sure of its whereabouts or quite what the 
new owner has done about restoring or 
rebuilding it. But it is nevertheless a very 

interesting, if just a little bizarre, concept of the Mini.

Built at BRT Developments by Harry Ratcliffe and Jeff Goodliffe and 
with the blessing of their race car sponsors, British Vitafoam, this 
Buick engined V8 machine was good for 100bhp at the wheels. The 
lightweight all aluminium 3.5litre engine was however, only a ‘cooking’ 
lump punting out just 150bhp. It was mated to a Jaguar gear box and 
an E type rear axle mounted up front, driven by a huge prop shaft. The 
engine was not however that heavy, tipping the scales at just 200lbs, 
but of course it was at the wrong end. And whilst a Mini weighs 12 
cwt and had a front to rear weight distribution of 63:37 and was front 
wheel drive, the Buick Mini weighed 16 cwt and swapped the weight 
distribution around to 40:60 - and was also front wheel drive!  Hardly 
a conducive set up for an easy front wheel drive experience in my mind.

The standard rear subframe was retained, albeit strengthened and modified 
to take the engine and drive train. The front subframe was also retained 
but modified to take that beefy Jaguar axle. Standard Cooper S brakes 
were used all round without a servo or limiting valve. The suspension was 
substantially modified with very hard dampers and suspension used at the 
rear, along with a lot of negative camber, whilst a softer set up was used up 
front. Up front huge 13inch tyres were fitted, running at 30psi, whilst at the 

rear, 10inch racers were used at 60psi, all fitted to Minilites. The choice of 
the respective tyre pressures took at lot of sorting out as the car proved to 
be very sensitive to small changes in pressure. The thinking behind the over 
large front tyres was to increase the contact patch in an attempt to get 
some of that power down onto the tarmac.

Inside the car, it was much modified. The floor was strengthened to 
prevent the body twisting due to the torque of the engine and the floor 
was also interrupted with cooling ducts to the oil radiators. As the car 
had to have four seats to be classed as a saloon, two small rear seats 
were provided either side of the substantial engine bulge in the back. 
The driving position was also a bit restricted due to the presence of 
a large transmission tunnel to the front axle. All in all, at 23mph per 
1,000rpm in top, the car certainly had the legs on top speed but of 
course was less agile into and around corners, requiring a very special 
technique to keep everything pointing in basically the right direction!

It still amazes me that the car was ever designed to have front wheel drive 
with all that weight of the V8 engine in the back. That, together with the 
massive weight transference when the car accelerated, must have made 
the load on those front wheels almost zero. Testimony to that is that the 
car was never a success as a race car, although as an engineering oddity and 
a Mini racer, it does have its place in Mini history. It would be great to see 
this car restored and running again – where ever it might be now.
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As the Cooper Buick was a few years ago when sold

Out on the track with the Cooper Buick in the day

One very special car

As the car appeared at Beaulieu many years ago

Purposeful tail end covers where the V8 engine sits



Sales Brochure

The Archive was surprisingly a little light on sales brochures once 
upon a time that is, until Philip Splett started to unearth his own 
archive and send in the many brochures he had collected over the 
years. Whilst the demand for early sales brochures has always been 
high, and hence they command a strong value on the second-hand 
market, it is understandable that so few are donated to the Archive. 
However, the same is not true for the later and far more colourful 
sales brochures for the Rover Mini. They are in less demand and are 
also more plentiful, and now we do have a good number of those in 
the Archive. Nevertheless, I was pleased to be handed one by a stall 
holder at the NEC classic car show, who came over to our stand 
and handed over a Rover Mini Monte Carlo brochure. In truth, we 
do have a couple of these already but it was a nice gesture and gave 
me the opportunity to revisit one of the nicest special editions that 
Rover produced.

These  Rover sales brochures are all an odd size, I guess to stand out 
from the rest, in that they are just off square in format at about 9”x 10”.  
All are similar in layout too, mostly consisting of a three or four fold 
pull out design, allowing for a large format photo of the car inside. They 
all feature a reasonable specification listing what you get with the car 
(apart from the obligatory rust bubbles just waiting to burst through!). 
All, as you would expect, beautifully photographed, in often sumptuous 
surroundings to continue the classless appeal of the car.

I particularly like the Mini Monte Carlo brochure, which has a great 
shot of Paddy Hopkirk and Ron Crellin competing in L33 EJB in the 
snow on the 1994 Monte Carlo Rally. Much is made, quite rightly, 
of the Mini Cooper's sporting history within the words of the 
brochure. To quote their words “Drive the Legend” in the special 
Mini Monte Carlo edition, celebrating the Monte Carlo wins which 
made the Mini's name famous. The cars were finished in red and 
white (although it was also available in black, which always puzzled 
me) complete with a battery of four auxiliary lamps along the front of 
the car and topped off with a pair of distinctive white Cooper bonnet 
stripes and unique Monte Carlo rally plates. 

Inside the car you were treated to a lovely walnut dashboard and really 
nice red and grey seats, so closely mimicking the red and grey seats 

found in Mk1 Cooper Ss. This was complemented by grey door cards 
with a narrow band of red at the top and a deeper band of red at the 
bottom – again mimicking the appearance of Mk1 doors with their 
door pockets. You also get a unique red leather steering wheel and 
red leather gear knob.  All in all a lovely special edition, that is still my 
personal favourite.

Robert Young
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Front cover of the Mini Monte Carlo Brochure

Very distinctive appearance

Lovely unique interior



TECHNICAL TOPICS − All about Engines - Part 3

Offset cylinder bores - power for free!

Amongst Friction highest losses in an engine come from the 
surface friction between the pistons and the bores. Ricardo 

Consulting Engineers in Shoreham say this friction can be up to 36% 
of total engine friction Figure 1. These frictional losses have been 
known about for many years and engine designers have developed 
piston, ring designs, and low friction coatings in order to minimise 
this piston/bore friction figure. But it is still the highest source of 
engine friction, or power loss.

One way to reduce piston/bore friction is to offset the cylinder bore 
(desaxe) in the direction of rotation. Another way is to have articulated 
connecting rods, as in steam locomotives. However, with compact 
automotive engines with one piece con rods, cylinder bore offset is a 
practical alternative.

The first engine I found using this feature was the 1913 Peugeot 
L3 3Ltr racing engine Figure 2. However, Ford used offset bores 
on their flathead V8 engines in the 1930s and ‘40s. Then Japanese 
motorbike manufacturers revived this feature again in the early 
1990s for their high revving motor bike engines. Currently, with 
the drive to reduce fuel consumption and emissions, friction desaxe 
has become a feature currently used by a number of manufacturers 
including Jaguar and VW.

Modern Jaguar and motorcycle engines are using between 0.394" 
and 0.591" (10 to 15mm) offset. And this amount of offset seems 
to work well for these engines without any significant side effects. 
Offsets are referred to as a percentage of the bore diameter and can 
be up to 20%.

So what is this feature all about?  In the illustration shown in Figure 
3 the bore centre is offset 14mm from the crank centre. Maximum 
combustion pressure occurs at a point where the connecting rod is 
straight up and down in the cylinder. Because combustion burn is not 
instantaneous this occurs as the piston is descending down the bore 
from top dead centre. In this position with the connecting rod straight 
up there is minimal or zero lateral force, so piston friction is reduced. 
As a result of the offset construction, the combustion pressure is used 
more efficiently since the rod is near its maximum leverage point with 
the crankshaft increasing torque and power.

A desaxe engine adds to the duration of the two downward 
strokes (intake and power), and subtracts the same amount from 
the two upward strokes (compression and exhaust), with the total 
cycle remaining at 720°. A typical desaxe engine will have strokes 
of 185° - 175° - 185° - 175°, etc., with the differential roughly (but 
not directly) proportional to the percentage of offset distance to 
stroke length.

The down side of desaxe is that it can lead to imbalance, but with 
modern engine design this can be countered with active engine mounts 
etc. Also it is more effective at higher engine speeds, which have 
proportionately higher piston/bore friction.

Offset boring the ‘A’ series engine is limited, but it can be done. Using 
a 2.94" (74.7mm) liner, which seems to be about the biggest bore 
commonly used on these engines. David Vizard says you can also offset 
these size bores 0.010" (0.25mm) in the direction of engine rotation. 

I have assumed the 2.94" (74.7mm) liner once fitted into this offset 
bored block can then be offset bored itself to within a 0.020" (0.5mm) 
liner wall thickness in the direction of engine rotation, giving a total 
offset of  0.071" (1.8mm) if standard 2.780" (70.6mm) pistons are used.

From now on I’m making a number of assumptions, including 
friction losses at 36% as per Figure 1 and the point of maximum 
combustion pressure.

• Assuming maximum combustion pressure is at 15° crank angle then 
the reduction in friction losses would be in the order of 6%. On a 
130hp racer that would be an approximate power gain of 7.8hp.

Now I’m not sure the power gain would be 
that high but what the reduction in friction may 
give is an extra 500rpm or so on maximum 
revs due to lower friction loading on the piston, 
crankshaft and bearings. Certainly a significant 
reduction in piston friction could be achieved if 
the offset was in the order of 0.394" and 0.591" 
(10 to 15mm) but this would probably require a 
new block casting.

References
• Classic Racing Engines by Karl Ludvigsen 

Published by Haynes Publishing
• Tuning BL's A-Series Engine by David Vizard, 

Published by Haynes Publishing

Richard Pengelly ©

By Richard Pengelly
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Figure 1 - Engine friction losses Figure 2 - 1913 Peugeot LE 3Ltr racing engine

Figure 3 
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Continuing on from November’s Old Cooper Stuff, Mike Grohmann’s 
non-stop feat rebuilding Jack Brabham’s Cooper T53 after his Monaco 

incident pays off in Holland…

Having been ‘put on ice’ by Cooper at the 1959 Dutch GP, this was 
Bruce McLaren’s first time racing at Zandvoort. So he was quite happy to 
initially go out and learn the circuit. However, this resulted in time spent 
afterwards repositioning the seat and replacing the ‘Monaco’ crown wheel 
and pinion in his car. The kerbs and loss of oil had taken a toll. After the 
necessary fixes, Bruce was able to post a best time of 1.35.7 to secure 9th 
spot, on what would be a 17 car starting grid from 21 entrants. Amongst 
that grid was a young Scotsman making his F1 WDC debut a couple of 
places back from Bruce, he was of course Jim Clark.

Jack had quickly settled back into his rebuilt car to gain another middle of 
the front row with 1.33.4 to see him flanked either side by the Lotus 18s 
of Stirling Moss (having had to work hard to be 0.2 quicker) on pole, and 
Innes Ireland in 3rd for what would be Monday’s 6th June, 75 lap duel on 
the dunes. Ultimately, this saw Jack lead throughout the whole race to his 
first win for the 1960 WDC season with Ireland’s Lotus and Graham Hill’s 
BRM taking 2nd and 3rd place respectively. 

Bruce had a somewhat different outcome with his first attempt at 
Zandvoort. He had quickly moved from 9th place to run 5th when a failed 
driveshaft yoke sidelined him near the 180 degree ‘Hoek Van Tarzan 
Corner’ just after the start line and with only 8 laps completed. It was of 
course an era of no safety cars and no mobile gantry’s to pluck stranded 
cars off to safer areas. The racing simply continued with drivers making 
note of the new hazard without over thinking the dangers. Just a few laps 
later and American, Dan Gurney, was in trouble with rear brake pipe failing 
on the high speed approach to Tarzan – the same piece of circuit that 
Bruce’s T53 had retired on. Dan’s BRM P48 being the type that ran a single 
‘bacon slicer’ brake disc setup on the rear of the gearbox – BRM tended 
not to do convention. The 1960-61 edition of Automobile Year shows 
the Gurney BRM in a massive skid just before it all went horribly wrong. 
With the out of control car leaving the circuit to finally come to rest upside 
down amongst the dunes, and having fatally injured a teenage spectator 
said to have been standing in an illegal spectator zone, by some degree of 
a miracle, Dan came away with some cracked bones and abrasions plus, 
understandably, questioning from the Zandvoort Police. 

There was now just under 2 weeks to the Belgian GP at Spa 
Francorchamps for the 5th of the 10 round WDC on 19th June. So the 
Works Cooper team headed back to Surbiton for a few more tweaks to 
their two cars and permission from Charles Cooper to get a third T53 
lowline underway. Those tweaks included re-engineering the engine and 
gearbox mounts to help remove some of the driveshaft strain they had 
been encountering.

From an era where motor racing was indeed dangerous, and those 
involved knew it, this race meeting stands out as a black weekend. At the 
time, Spa ran to a high speed 14.12km (8.77 miles) lap distance. Which of 
course is nothing on the Nurburgring, but like the German circuit when 
things went wrong, they were usually serious. 

Since the previous Belgian GP in 1958, Mike Hawthorn’s Ferrari lap record 
of that year was totally wiped when Jack Brabham’s funny little Cooper-
Climax set pole during 1960 practice at 3.50.0, or an average speed of 
just over 137mph. A full 7.1 seconds off Hawthorn’s lap to indeed show 
the progress going on at the time, especially brought home with another 
7 drivers lining up on the 17 car grid under the 2 year old record. Bruce 
was again in a ‘learn the circuit’ mode and had gone out following Jack 
during Friday evening’s first practice (held then to minimise interrupting 
the road system) for some familiarity laps. Bruce wasn’t keen to break 
records, preferring a more cautious approach that would ultimately see 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

10/6/60 Autosport cover captures the 1960 Dutch GP opening lap, 
1st corner jostle for position.  That’s Tarzan Corner with eventual 

4th placegetter, Stirling Moss Lotus leading the pack. However, Jack 
Brabham has already gained a few car lengths and out of frame. 
Bruce’s no.12 T53 can be seen helping make things 3 cars wide

The McLaren T53 sits off circuit at Zandvoort, innocently becoming 
part of the Gurney BRM incident. Seen here with Dan running across 

the circuit as Roy Salvadori, who helped extricate him follows

Spa-Franchorchamps map 
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his 4 minutes flat lap time on the 5th row and 13th place (the entire grid, 
except places 1 and 2 moved up 1 place when Stirling Moss was sidelined). 
However, part of that caution may have stemmed from Bruce witnessing 
and being first on scene to Stirling Moss’ big Saturday practice accident 
when the Walker Lotus 18 rear stub axle let go at Spa’s Burnenville 
section. The car left the circuit, rolling several times and throwing Moss 
out in the process. It was an era when most drivers preferred not to be 
strapped into their cars. In ‘Stirling Moss – All my races’ it describes Bruce 
correctly refusing a gasping for breath Stirling any artificial respiration on 
the basis of any potential broken ribs would not take kindly to such action. 
Stirling also refers to his diary notes of that day ‘Shunt. Nose. Back. Legs. 
Bruises. Bugger!’ Had he been able to race Stirling would have made 8th 
on the grid with his 3rd fastest time under the 1958 record! After a couple 
of month’s recovery, he would race again, but others wouldn’t. 

During Saturday’s practice and while focus was on the Moss crash, another 
Lotus 18 had left the circuit at La Carriere. Michael Taylor was an entry 
in the original Lotus 18 prototype, run under his family garage offshoot, 
Taylor & Crawley Racing Team – where there was also a connection 
with Jonathan Sieff. Later to take over Cooper Car Company control 
through the Cooper-Maserati era and their ultimate demise from WDC 
entry. At Spa though, Michael aiming to start his second WDC event had 
the steering column weld break and suffered extremely badly from the 
unfortunate experience. His lengthy recovery meant he would not race 
again, although years later he did take on the adventures of the 1977 
London to Sydney Rally with Paddy Hopkirk in a Citroen CX. 

I mentioned earlier that the 1960 Belgian GP was a black weekend; sadly the 
two practice accidents weren’t to be the worst of it. During the race Jack led 
from pole position against fellow front row drivers Tony Brooks in the No.38 
Yeoman Credit Cooper T51 and Phil Hill in his still front engine No.24 
Ferrari 246. Bruce meanwhile, played a tactical game from his 5th row start 
position that saw him ease through the field. Jack was on a mission though 
and covered the race from start to finish without relinquishing the lead. 
Even with this GP’s 50 percent increase of laps set by the race organisers 
‘Automobile Royal Club de Belgique’. They had been somewhat caught out 
by the 1958 race pace being over well before the preferred 2 hour WDC 
GP race time had elapsed. So, 36 laps (over 508km or 318miles), rather 
than 24 laps was the new race distance and a mammoth piece of driver 
concentration required at such high sustained speeds.

For Jack’s fellow front rowers though saw Brooks Yeoman Cooper out by 
lap 3 and Phil Hill’s Ferrari would take the race’s 4th place – however lapped 
by both Works Coopers. Bruce had managed to stay in touch with his battle 
against Graham Hill’s BRM and one of the other Yeoman Credit Coopers 
driven by Belguim’s own Olivier Gendebien. On the last lap Bruce took over 
2nd when Hill’s BRM P48 engine failed and Gendebien’s Cooper coasted 
to the finish with a damaged gearbox, while still placing third coasting over 
the line. It was a 1, 2, 3 victory to the Cooper marque, but the celebratory 
mood would be far overshadowed by the fatal accidents during the race of 
young Yeoman Credit Cooper driver, Chris Bristow and Team Lotus driver, 
Alan Stacey. Chris became the second Yeoman Credit Racing Team driver 
to die, with Harry Schell’s Silverstone accident just over a month prior. 
Like Bruce McLaren, he was full of talent and just 22year of age, 3 months 
younger than the Works Cooper driver at the time, while Alan was 26. The 
later proving that disability would not stop his racing endeavours, having a 
false leg that made his racing a bit more of a challenge.

Both suffered traumatic ends that I shall spare you the details. Suffice to say 
that the 1960-61 Automobile Year publication had a photo of Jim Clark’s 
Lotus 18 passing a marshal holding out the ambulance flag as the ambulance 
in the background of Clark speeds to one of the accident scenes. And then 
in Stanley’s ‘The Grand Prix Year’ book covering 1960 has 2 photos – one 
showing an ambulance driving from the scene and the other, Chris’ damaged 
Cooper just loaded into the YCRT transporter by the mechanics. None of 
them are graphic, but certainly set a tone on how dangerous things could be 
in the era Charles and John Cooper’s team played at their best.

British Pathé is a wonderful resource…
1960 Dutch GP footage here 
https://youtu.be/FINaXgYLO_8 
1960 Belgian GP here 
https://youtu.be/rscoLqaPIvM 
Please note - nothing graphic, just great period footage.

Stephen Dalton

The 1960 Belgian GP programme entry list

A crowded Spa pit scene, Jack and Bruce confide in each other as the 
no.4 McLaren and no.2 Brabham Cooper T53s sit in the foreground. 
The no.32 Lucien Bianchi Cooper is actually sitting in Michael Taylor’s 

pit bay. All while cars would go past at very high speeds.

There was potential for Chris Bristow to become a great British 
racing driver – however the risks of motor racing intervened



RAC Rally of The Tests
By Neil Johnson

COMPETITION

Mini man Steve Entwistle is celebrating 
after finishing a brilliant second overall 

on the RAC Rally of the Tests. The Rishton 
driver had targeted a top five finish and a class 
win over the four-day event, acknowledged as 
one of the toughest historic rallies in Europe. 
And he did just that, clinching his class by over 
10 minutes and finishing just seven seconds 
behind winners Paul Crosby and Andy Pullan 
in a Porsche 911.

Entwistle and navigator Ali Procter had been 
leading going into the last day, driving Paddy 
Hopkirk’s famous Mini Cooper S 6 EMO, but 
a frozen trip meter cost them vital seconds, 
handing the advantage to rivals Crosby and 
Pullan. Despite finishing first and second ‘on the 
road’ Crosby and Entwistle weren’t competing 
for overall awards, as only cars built before 
1962 were eligible, but they fought a real ‘David 
and Goliath’ Mini versus Porsche battle of on-
the-limit driving and precise navigation for the 
honour of being first car across the line.
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 Day one and the start of the rally

Unforgiving stone walls hugging this section waiting for the unwary to end their rally
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“I’m very very happy with the result” said Steve. “It would have 
been nice to win, but Paul and Andy are the best historic crew out 
there, so to be beaten only by them is nothing to be ashamed of. We 
had a fantastic time and full marks to Guy Woodcock and the team 
from HERO (Historic Endurance Rally Organisation) for putting on 
the best-ever RAC Rally of the Tests”.

A recreation of the old style RAC Rallies from the 1950s, the 
format of driving tests and navigational exercises in historic 
cars attracts competitors from all over Europe and Scandinavia. 
Starting out from Carden Park near Chester, 100 crews tackled 
29 special tests, 21 regularities and two timed-to-the-second 
time control sections on private land. Spanning almost 750 
miles over four days, the route took in Cheshire, Derbyshire, 
Lancashire Cumbria and Northumberland.

The event is designed to test the driver’s ability at outright speed 
on the special tests, which varied from racing circuits to military 
range roads, and the navigator’s map skills with a series of intricate 
navigational instructions.

“It was an extremely intense four days. On the first full day 
we got in the car in Chester at 7.45am and apart from a 
30-minute lunch break, didn’t get out again until almost 10pm 
in Darlington. That’s a long time in any car –let alone a little 
Mini!” And Entwistle was quick to pay tribute to the skill and 
determination of his Newcastle-based map man Procter, who 
collected the coveted ‘Clock Watchers’ award for the best 
performance on regularities.

“Ali was on top form throughout the event. Calm and 
unflappable even under pressure, it was down his knowledge 
and quick-thinking that kept us in the rally when the trip meter 
froze,” said Entwistle “We were in the middle of Catterick Army 
Camp, navigating our way through a maze of roads and junctions 
when it went. Ordinarily, we would have quickly got lost, and 
with manned timing points almost every minute, picked up 
crippling time penalties. But Ali knows his way around Catterick, 
and luckily we only dropped 18 seconds, which kept us in the 
running. We could very easily have been out of the rally full stop. 
“We knew that it would be almost impossible to claw back the 
lost time, but we were determined to give it 110% right to the 
end and hope that Paul and Andy might make a mistake.”

And their ‘never-say-die’ performance earned the pair a standing 
ovation at the gala prize giving ceremony at the Majestic Hotel, 
Harrogate, instigated by the overall winners John Abel and 
Martyn Taylor.

“It was a nice touch by John and Martyn, and certainly appreciated 
by Ali and me,” he added.

One of the first people to congratulate Entwistle and Procter 
on their achievement was the owner of 6 EMO, the legendary 
Paddy Hopkirk.

“Paddy was very complimentary, which meant a lot. He was 
in Scotland on business so hadn’t been able to get out and 
watch, but had kept up with the results on the HERO website,” 
explained Steve.

“It was through Paddy’s generosity that I was able to use 6 EMO, 
which is a fantastic car, and with the backing of Chris Harper and the 
team at Mini Sport of Padiham. I can’t thank them enough.

“Now the dust has settled on what was a remarkable event, I feel 
there’s some unfinished business in 2018!”

Overall classification:
1. Paul Crosby/Andy Pullan (Porsche 911) 0:08:25.
2. Steve Entwistle/Ali Procter (Morris Mini Cooper S) 0:08:32
3. Neil Wilson/Matthew Vokes (Porsche 924) 0:10:52
4. John Abel/Martyn Taylor (Alfa Romeo Guilia Sprint) 0:10:57
5. Charles Colton/Ryan Pickering (Porsche 911) 0:12:17.

Neil Johnson

Day two and conditions were 
wet and muddy on some stages

This section was more akin to driving on water!

Day 3 required some overnight driving

Onwards to the finish line
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2018 HRCR/MiniSport under 25 Rally series
By Cliff Porter

Someone reminded me recently that a few years ago I wrote as the‘Roving RePorter’ 
and so I thought that as I attended the Lancaster Classic Motor Show at the NEC in 

November, I would write a report based on the Minis at the show rather than just the Mini 
Cooper Register’s display which I am sure will be documented very well. All credit to Justin 

for assembling a wide selection of cars for 
the MCR display and providing a glamour girl 
dressed by Patrick Walker!

I think I saw a Mini of some kind in every 
hall but the main displays were in Hall 
4 close to the club display.  Heritage 
displayed a worked on Mk1 shell which 
may be suitable for restoring the Mini on 
the Carole Nash stand.  On the last day 
as I passed by the stand I noticed that the 
resident artist had completed a painting of 
33 EJB.

What better place to start than in Hall 1 
when I spotted a Mini dressed with MiniSport 
branding.  I had a long chat with Diddy 
Dave about the MiniSport Mini Cup series 
of asphalt events which included for the 
first time in 2017 a class for under 25’s but 
only 2 took part. I think I would qualify for 
the series if there was a maximum height 
requirement. Anyway, it will be back in 2018 
and supported by MiniSport and the HRCR, 
so come and see the display at Gaydon on 
Saturday 13th January 2018 and get your 
under 25 year old associate registered. By the 
way, the MCR supported the ‘Mini Girls Rally 

Carole Nash Barn find

33 EJB painting signed by Paddy
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Team’ who achieved a very creditable 2nd overall in the open class in 2017. “To achieve success 
one has to finish first but not be first overall!” (Two – don’t forget the guide in the passenger seat.

The Mini Cooper Register, along with many other classics car clubs is having trouble attracting 
younger members; but how could they do it?  Clubs need the young enthusiasts and what 
better example than Derek Wilkins’ grandson Josh who has recently passed his BARS test!   

As I wandered around the halls I noticed that there were a lot of under 25s taking a very 
healthy interest in the exhibits. While I was visiting the Rally History display and talking to 
Clubman owner Tom Bradley, a family with young son tried to acquire Tom’s car. The lad 

reminded me of my enthusiasm at his age. 
Nowadays there are schemes for training 
under age drivers, just like my dad did when 
I was in my early teens.  

Back to the Minisport / HRCR initiative for 
under 25s. Ok, so what is the specification of a 
HRCR under 25 car? How much will it cost?  A 
budget of £10,000 has been suggested which 
includes the cost of the donor car.

So what are the options?

1. Find a suitable donor car – Mini registered 
before 31/12/1990.

2. Get in touch with HRCR & MiniSport to 
get price list (Priorities are SAFETY items 
and standard engine specs.  All engines will 
be sealed).

3. Buy the bits including MSA personal safety 
items.  Helmet, overalls etc.

4. Get a MSA competition license.
5. Register for HRCR championship.
6. Get the wheels in line and start competing.

HRCR/Mini Sport Junior Cup options

Basic Compulsory Safety Kit
Engine upgrade (998cc)
Clutch & Gearbox Upgrade Kit
Suspension Upgrade Kit
Wheel & Tyre Package – 10 x 5
Interior extras
Exterior extras – PIAA lamps £5,318

HRCR / MiniSport 998cc sealed engine

HRCR / MiniSport under 25 Mini
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Shock Absorbers upgrade
Safety equipment option – 6 –point harnesses 
& seats Extra

Come on parent, get your youngsters 
involved.  You can compete in a Mini but 
not in a ‘non affordable house’!  For full 
and better details please contact MiniSport 
quoting 2018 HRRCR Mino Sport Junior Mini 
Cup for vehicle technical specification and 
calendar of events.

If you are under 25 or even have children 
under that age, 2018 is the year to get out 
there and compete; dad and maybe also mum 
will act as your support crew on events and 
relive their youth!

You never know, the Mini Cooper Register 
may even be persuaded to put up an award 
for ‘Most successful MCR crew in the series’. 

Happy New Year everyone.

Cliff Porter

Heritage Mk1 shell
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Rally Isle of Man 14-16th Sept 2017
By Louise Thomas

Unfortunately Emily Easton-Page was unable to co-drive on the last two 
rounds of the Championship, but at the last minute, Heidi Woodcock, 

agreed to step in for the Rally Isle of Man (actually consisting of 2 rallies), 
and what a rally it was! The event was extremely demanding on the team 
and the Mini. There were many hours of reconnaissance, a test stage and 3 
days of rallying over 21 stages. Heidi was a first class co-driver and with her 
experience and knowledge, she completely organised everything, from what 
time I would eat, to putting us through a demanding recce, to getting us to 
the right place at the right time, which was not easy as we were re-routed 
several times, and even the road book was incorrect… Heidi to the rescue! 

Out with her OS map, she got us to where we needed to be at the 
right time, also helping many other competitors along the way. Rally 
Isle of Man was my biggest challenge, one minute the roads were very 
narrow and in places very rough, then the next minute we were driving 
on the smooth, flowing, wide roads of the TT race course. 

It was something special to compete on the same stages as the likes 
of Roger Clark, Ari Vatanen, Colin McRae and many more World class 
drivers who had been before us. We met some fantastic people, and we 
were treated most kindly by our fellow competitors who had travelled 
from Japan just for the rally. We were given good luck gifts and invited 
to join them before the rally and share Japanese tea and sweets. I hope 
we meet them again one day soon, their good luck worked! The team 
were smiling from start to finish! We won our class N1 and best Lady 
Drive. The Mini did the team proud again!
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Cheviot Stages Otterburn 2nd in Class 22nd October 2017 

The last round of the Championship… Much to my delight, Heidi 
agreed to co drive again.

This was an active army range, and we passed many soldiers when 
we were on our one pass recce… It’s quite a strange feeling passing 
soldiers in full camouflage lying in the grass and on the hills with guns! 
The recce went well, but I did feel quite nervous, we had come this 
far in the Championship with no problems and I didn’t want to make a 
mistake now. The roads were very fast in places with many chicanes, 
also narrow in places with crests that if taken the wrong way, would 
result in us joining the soldiers! 

Everything went extremely well, we were up to 26 seconds quicker 
on our second pass of stages. We had some very close shaves with 
the many chicanes, and it was good that we didn’t need to use door 
mirrors, as the Mini seems to like taking the chicanes flat out! Again, a 
result that we are over the moon with; 2nd in the Championship Open 
Class on this event.

We gained 2nd in Class for both rounds, bagging 1st in N1 Class 
and Best Lady Driver 2017.

Lou – Mini Girls Rally Team driver
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Old Stager HRCR Rally Championship
By Peter Ellerby

The Cheviot Stages.

On a cold and damp Sunday morning the HRCR crews arrived 
at Otterburn camp in the beautiful Cheviot Hills above 

Newcastle, for the final round of the Old Stager and MiniSport cup, 
and take part on the Keldine Autos Cheviot Stages Rally. This event 
would decide the Championship with 4 crews in with a chance; it 
was all to play for over the 14 stages set on this very active army 
camp, with its fast roads mixed with some very hilly sections that 
could catch out crews.

After a short run out to the 1st stage, Colin McDowell/Michael Spence 
set the fastest time in the damp and slippery conditions with the other 
Irish crew of Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill only one second down. Ian 
Clare/Anthony Elkes were 13 seconds behind and fastest open class 
crew. Championship contenders, Clive King/Anton Bird, were a further 
8 seconds back with a fast starting Shane Gamble/BobWard 5 seconds 
down on Clive.

The 2nd stage was a short 2.5 mile run with some very tricky sections; 
again Colin McDowell was fastest 2 seconds up on Ray, and these 
two setting times that the rest of the Mini crews were finding hard to 
match. Ian Clare was next and was 12 seconds down with Clive King 
only 3 seconds down tied with Andrew O'Hanlon /Ryan Taylor, Shane 
was only a second behind and Peter Ellerby/Ben Anderson another one 
behind Shane.

Stage 3 was one of the longest at 6.52 miles and the roads were still 
wet in places but what you don't see on most rallies was on the link 
run between stages the crews passed army soldiers in full combat gear 
including guns on patrol. Also word was passed to crews that a Chinook 
helicopter would be dropping off some more troops and not to be 
distracted by this. The stage was again led by Colin and Ray who tied 
11 seconds up on Ian who was a good 9 seconds up on Clive, Andrew 6 
and Peter 8 seconds further back.

Stage 4 Colin got the better of Ray by 3 seconds, Ian again 10 back with 
Clive only 2 and Peter only separated by the odd second. It was then 
back to service which was wet and windy but no crews having problems.

Stages 5, 6, 7 and 8 were a re-run of the morning stages with Colin and 
Ray never more than a few seconds apart with Colin leading overall. 
Clive got the better of Ian on stage 5 but Ian went ahead on the other 
three stages. Shane, Andrew and Peter were swapping times only 
seconds apart. We lost the Mini crew of Barry Stonehouse/Steve Coles 
due to engine problems on stage 6.

Stage 9 saw Ray beat Colin by 5 seconds. Clive tied with Ian a further 5 
seconds back and Jim Brindle/Sam Bould were starting to improve after 
a slow start tying with Shane 4 seconds down.

Stage 10 and Ray started to pull away from Colin beating him by 12 
seconds. Ian was 7 seconds back with Clive a further 7 seconds down. 
Jim with another good time tied with Peter 5 seconds down on Clive.

Stage 11 and Ray again got the better of Colin by 3 seconds, but a good 
time from Clive saw him only 2 seconds down on the flying Irish Crews. 
Ian dropped 3 seconds to Clive, Peter and Andrew tied 4 seconds 
further back with Jim just behind.

Stage 12 Colin had a coming together with a straw bale at a chicane 
loosing 11 seconds to Ray, whilst Clive was only 1 second back again 
beating Ian by 4 seconds. Peter and Andrew tied again 10 seconds 
further back but sadly Andrew’s good run came to an end with head 
gasket failure at the run back to service.

Stage 13 and with his steering now repaired, Colin was back tying with 
Ray, Ian was 9 seconds back beating Clive by 3 seconds, whereas Jim 
and Shane tied a further 3 seconds back.

Stage 14 Ray and Colin continued their battle for the overall win, still 
ahead of the rest. Ian was 12 seconds down with Clive 1 second back 
and Jim and Shane finishing just behind. At the finish Ray had won this 
Championship - he beat Colin by 21 seconds on the day and Ian took 
3rd place beating Clive and with his good times on the last few stages. 
Jim took 5th just beating Peter by 5 seconds. Shane was next with 
Andy Walkinshaw/Brian Hodgson setting some good times taking 8th. 
The all girl crew of Louise Thomas/Heidi Woodcock did an excellent 
job of coming home 9th and 2nd in the open class. Nigel Hart/Lyndon 
Moulton, Rick Ford/Neil MacDonald, Stuart Hart/Catherine Farrell and 
Martin Melling/Carmel Venables were the rest of the Mini crews to 
finish. The talk among the crews at the finish was that this new round of 
the Championship was well received and that we will be back next year 
- good news all round.

The Championship final positions after this round for the Old Stager were:

1st Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill

2nd Clive King/Anton Bird

3rd Colin McDowell/Michael Spoke

4th Jim Brindle/Sam Bould

5th Shane Gamble/Bob Ward

6th Peter Ellerby/Ben Anderson

For the full results and various class positions you can look on the Old 
Stager Historic Rally Championship website and see the full list.  Next 
year’s Championship will see two new rounds instead of going to the 
Isle of Man we will be going to Belgium for the Tour of Flanders rally, 
and instead of the Caerwent round we are doing the Abingdon Carnival 
Stages which will consist of a sprint and auto solo on the Saturday with 
the rally on the Sunday.

All I can add is that this has been an excellent turnout of Minis and with 
even more crews showing an interest next year combined with the 
junior cup starting, this one make Mini championship can only go from 
strength to strength.  BRING ON 2018.

Peter Ellerby



Cooper Register Advert.qxp_Layout 1  09/06/2017  10:29  Page 1



38 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Works replica for sale

Paul Clare, the owner of the superb 
Works replica LPC 908D, has decided 
very reluctantly to sell his car. Due to 
changes in his personal circumstances, 
the car has just got to go. The car was 
built as an accurate replica of LRX 
827E, the Timo Makinen and Paul 
Easter1967 Tulip Rally car that came 
home in second place that year, and is 
really superb. The car has been seen 
at Beaulieu numerous times and is a 
huge credit to Paul for building such 
an exacting replica. It is right in almost 
every way and has a lovely patina of age 

and has often been mistaken for a real Works car. 

Built and maintained by Paul over many years, the car is ready to go. 
Needless to say, the entire car is to Works specification and it would 
make a superb competition car or one to enjoy on touring assemblies, 
or to simply drag out once a year for an airing at Beaulieu. Paul would 
dearly love the car to go to a club member, so that he, and of course 
the rest of us, can continue to see the car out and about. Paul has 
priced the car very realistically to sell and despite the ever upwardly 
spiralling prices of these cars in particular, I think someone is going to 
get a real bargain here, as he is simply looking for offers over £35,000. 
Paul can be contacted on 07974 198544 and the car can be viewed 
near Maidstone in Kent.

6 EMO on The Rally of the Tests

It is with great pleasure that I can report that Steve Entwistle, ably 
navigated by Ali Porter, came home second overall and won their class 
by a huge margin on the recent Rally of the Tests driving Paddy Hopkirk’s 
Mini 6 EMO, which had been hastily, but efficiently, been re-prepared by 
MiniSport after the Monte Carlo Rally filming seen by most of us by now. 

The three and a half day 750 mile event attracted 100 cars with a 
good few coming from abroad. Starting from Chester and seeded by 
age of car, Steve and Ali were at number 33 for the first ‘prologue’ 
leg. This opening loop was 70 miles with two timed tests and two 
regularities to undertake. The pressure was on straight away and with 
the master plan being to be in the top five at the end of the day, they 
were rewarded with a fine third place – which meant they were now 
third on the road for the restart the next morning.

Robert Young

REGISTERS

38 | www.minicooper.org

On the second day, a long 280 mile bash from Chester into Derbyshire 
onto Yorkshire and then Lancashire to the finish in Darlington. Included 
were nine timed tests and seven regularities including a blast around 
Oulton Park. In mixed weather, the roads were very demanding and at 
times the timing very tight. Despite nearly getting stuck on a very wet 
grassy white in Derbyshire and a spin plus an overshoot, they came 
home a tired but contented 6th overall in Darlington.

The following day saw another 275 miles to tackle with again nine timed 
tests and eight regularities and a time control section. Most of the route 
was in familiar Cumbria territory to the crew. The regularities, all on 
private ground, were fast and demanding with Ali’s map reading skills 
coming to the fore and Steve pedalling the Hopkirk Mini, just as fast as it 
would go – seeing the revcounter at 7,000rpm in top! The time control 
section was particularly demanding with seven time controls and twelve 
passage controls in 15 minute, but they won through and were rewarded 
by finishing the day as overall leaders by a slender seven seconds.

Paul Clare's superb Ex-Works replica for sale 

Steve Entwistle driving Paddy Hopkirk's 6 EMO on the Rally of the Tests
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The last day, a shorter 150 miles, saw nine tests and four 
regularities. The first regularity, though a maze of tracks and woods, 
all on tulips, saw them relinquish the lead when their Halda distance 
recorder froze. Skilful map reading, after their wrong slot, saw 
them only drop a minute. The rest of the day would however even 
things out where the new leader also wrong slotted and had a spin, 
meaning Steve and Ali had clawed back nearly all their lost time. 
Finally however, mechanical gremlins set in as their clutch master 
cylinder started to fail meaning valuable time was lost pumping the 
clutch and Steve and Ali eventually had to settle for second place, 
just seven seconds down on the leading Porsche 911 of Crosby and 
Pullan – not bad after three full days rallying.

Their entry is already in for next year with Paddy Hopkirk’s blessing 
and Chris Harper’s MiniSport support with the car. I’m told the 
organisers have already received over seventy applications. Well done 
to Steve, Ali and also MiniSport.

Before leaving this report on the Rally of the Tests, I was also 
delighted to see that new owner of DJB 92B, Jonathan Turner, 
was out using his new car on the rally. It’s great to see that 
Jonathan is clearly going to use the car and not leave it in moth 
balls. I had feared, once Peter Moss had sold the car, that we 
might not see it again.

LBL 666D on the Tour of Mull

It is also great to report that Mike Hyrons is continuing to 
compete in his Ex-Works Cooper S, LBL 666D. Mike, you may 
recall, undertook the gruelling Monte Historique in February 
this year and so it’s good to see the car continuing to be used in 
anger. This September Mike did The Tour of Mull - once a famed 
Motoring News event where the benefit of closed roads on the 
island could be fully exploited. However, the event has had to 
change over the years. 

The rally was basically a Targa rally held mainly on public roads, 
some old disused public roads and a good smattering of forest 
tracks with the odd test in large car parks thrown into the mix. 
Mike however, mindful of the damage forest roads can do to the 
underside of a Mini, did a very careful pre-event investigation before 
he entered. He consulted walking groups and cyclists to try to 
establish the suitability or roughness of the tracks likely to be used. 
He also checked road closure notices to try and predict the route.  
A call to the organisers confirmed that he needn’t do any of the 
rougher stages if he didn’t wish to and providing he visited all of the 
time controls, he could be classified as a finisher, so he and Graham 
Wright, his driver, decided to enter.

Preparation for the car was restricted to fitting modern seat belt 
harnesses and re-adjusting the suspension ride height. The brakes 
needed adjusting along with a service and a spanner check all round, 
LBL 666D was good to go. On the day, scrutineering went well, 
including the noise test but a ‘fellow’ competitor lodged a complaint 
about the Dunlop SP44s tyres Mike was using. However, after 
consultation with the scrutineer and the E mark on the tyres pointed 
out, the matter was quickly dropped! 

The Mini performed faultlessly, missing out just the rough stages 
(which I do understand but if it had been me I could not have passed 
up a blast through the forests!) They even achieved third fastest on 
the last stage on the perimeter roads of a large caravan park, so were 
not disgraced. Unfortunately, despite visiting all of the time controls, 
they could not be classified as finishers because they had managed to 
lose one of their vital time cards, so it was all to no avail but great fun 
was had all the same. 

Robert Young

Jonathan Turner with his ‘new’ Ex-Works car DJB 92B

Mike Hyrons using LBL 666D on the Tour of Mull
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Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

I recently had an enquiry about the early 
days of the 1275 S and, as it is something 
that doesn’t get mentioned very often, I 
thought it would be good to cover this 
period in this month’s issue. 

BMC announced both the 970 and 
1275 versions in early March 1964; 
this was just a year after the 1071 was 
announced. The list price for the 1275 
was £695 (excluding taxes) some £50 
dearer than the 1071 and the 970 
was £20 cheaper than the 1071. One 
wonders why the 970 was priced lower 
than the other two engined cars, as one 
would think that the limited production 

run and bespoke crankshaft and con rod machining and pistons, must 
have actually made it a more expensive engine to produce than the 
1071 and 1275 which shared the same con rods and pistons.

BMC had actually built eight 1275 Ss in February 1964 although four of 
those were converted from 1071s. Limited 1275 S production began in 
April and 1275s were in short supply for quite a while after that. Nicky 
Porter, who has owned his car, BCJ 700B from new, has a letter from 
Daniel Richmond apologising for the delay in getting him a 1275S. The 
earliest car I have registered was built on the 1st May 1964.

Simon Wheatcroft

BMC managed to get the 1275 homologated for competition use by 11th 
April 1964 and at which time only ten had been built. The 1275 S road 
test car used by at least three publications (which was registered 974 
LOK) was also an upgraded 1071. I don’t know when it was converted 
but it was despatched to the Experimental Department at the end of 
March 1964. Autocar didn’t get to road test it until August 1964 and, 
judging by the publication dates, Motor had to wait until after Autocar 
had finished with it by which time the oil consumption was only 75 miles 
per pint. This car is rumoured to be still out there somewhere.

Talking of 970s, a few cars have appeared/reappeared this past 
year. There are now about 260 cars on the Register - so well over a 
quarter of total production. Unlike the 1275, over 75% of 970s were 
destined for the UK market. The biggest export market was France 
followed, perhaps surprisingly, by Finland. The earliest registered 970 
I know of hit the road on 14th August 1964 and the latest in period 
registration was 8th November 1966.

As the year draws to a close I think most of us have been surprised 
by the prices achieved at various auctions by Mk1Ss over the past 12 
months. The year started with a nice 1275 S making £48k including 
commission against a top estimate of £26k, which even then seemed a 
bit on the low side. Many people, not least myself, were very surprised 
when a 970 S, nice though it was, made £56,000 back in March. In my 
experience a standard 970 with its significant lack of torque is far less 
enjoyable to drive than a 1071 or 1275, but the 970 does have rarity 
on its side. I suppose that reflects how the cars are viewed by investors 
rather than drivers as rarity is definitely the 970s trump card. 

If rarity is your thing then you need to find a Fiesta yellow/Old English 
white 970 S that had a factory fitted option. The factory options were: 
4½” rims, extra fuel tank, oil cooler and sump guard. Only four had any of 
the options fitted and there is a tie for the rarest of the rare because only 

I’ve always thought this action shot of 974 LOK looked a little odd, 
I think mainly because of the wheels

One careful owner from new! BCJ 700B in action at Chateau 
Impney in 1964. Nicky still regularly competes in BCJ

BCJ slightly more recently on the Lombard Golden 50 Rally in 
1982 during its pink phase. It is back to its original red/black colour 
scheme these days. Metallic pink was a surprisingly popular colour 
around this time

This is a fairly typical poorly detailed engine bay. This is a June 1964 
built car that a dealer wants £40,000 for; and it is just not good enough
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Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this months’ report which 
will be the last for 2017, and for what 
has been a rather busy year for the 
MK1 register. Several members have 
contributed with their restoration 
projects story, all of which are at 
various stages and seemed to have 
been received well by other members.

This month is a short update from Toby 
Beasley with his Morris 998 Cooper 
GRW 232D. This car was built in May 
1966 and finished in old English white 
with a black roof. The interior trim for 
this colour is the same as for Tartan red 
cars, namely red with grey gold brocade. 

Toby’s car was originally restored in the 1990s and probably at a time 
when attention to detail and quality of workmanship, were not quite 
as what most would expect today. GRW was taken off the road back 
in 2015 as Toby was never very happy with the boot lid fit and that the 
hinge panel didn’t look very straight at all. Initially, thinking that once that 
was fixed GRW could be back on the road, but as with so many projects 
thing can escalate. Thus, on removing the hinge panel below the boot 
lid the original rusty floor had been sandwiched by repair panels which 
have left this area to prematurely rust again. Once the subframe had 
been removed, the heal board was also in bad shape and in fact the 
driver’s side floor had a similar repair of good metal sandwiching the 
original rusty metal. With what had been discovered the only way 
forward was to start again and fully restore the car. So, after two years 
of steady progress, almost everything below six inches of the car has 
been replaced, only the exhaust tunnel has survived intact!

one car had an extra fuel tank and only one car had an oil cooler, so two 
truly unique vehicles, neither of which is on the Register. Good hunting.

Original cars, whatever the engine size, are now in £40k plus territory 
which seems utterly ridiculous to those of us that have been owners 
and drivers of these cars for thirty plus years. Restored cars, especially 
those that are poorly detailed (and there is quite a few of them), and 
left hand drive cars seem to be around a third cheaper. These are often 
snapped up by what I would call ‘general classic car dealers’ who think 
they are going to make a fast profit on them, but then ultimately find 
them stuck in their showrooms for months and months.

And finally, a happy New Year to all Mk 1 S drivers and enthusiasts. 
 
Simon Wheatcroft

This was what was underneath a repair panel in the boot floor, 
another repair panel beneath the original rusty metal

At present Toby is working on the front end ‘A’ panels, scuttle, wings 
and front panel. He hopes to have all the welding completed by the 
end of winter with plans to have the car repainted in the spring. The 
aim of the finished car will be fairly standard except for Cooper S 
brakes with Minilite alloy wheels. The engine will be uprated as it is 
already pocketed to take the larger 12g940 cylinder head.

Many thanks for the update Toby,

Have a good Christmas and prosperous New Year to all

Barbara Alexander

Boot floor in, driver’s side floor cut out

Floors welded in, new heel board and rear arches

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

I’m guessing this January magazine 
will be dropping on your mat a few 
days before the end of the year so 
let me be the first to wish you all 
a happy New Year. 2017 was very 
busy for the Register with the 50th 
anniversary celebrations, and it’s fair 
to say that interest in the Mk11 Mini 
Cooper S is at an all time high. So, 
let’s try and keep this momentum 
going into 2018.

To start the year we’ve got an 
interesting contribution from Neil 
Anderson about his Mk11S and a Nick Hunter
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recent interior trim repair. Neil and his Tartan red and black 
Austin, EVW 220G, will be familiar to many of you as he’s been an 
active member of the MCR from the start (and Mini Cooper Club 
before that) and has owned EVW for nearly 35 years. Over to 
then Neil:
 
Are you sitting comfortably? - (I know I am!)

I bought my Mk11 Cooper S back in 1983; it was then 14 years old 
and had covered 59,453 miles. Now, 34 years and 110,000 more 
miles on, it is 48 years old. Actually, when I say it is 48 years old, I 
mean what is left of the original car is. It was totally rebuilt body wise 
in 1997, with many new panels - only the roof, upper side panels, A, 
B & C pillars, near side door and boot lid are original!

The engine block, crank and rods are original but the pistons, a 
couple of change of cam and cylinder head have taken place during 
the years I've owned it. Carpets and headlining and the dash vinyl 
were replaced during the rebuild 20 years ago although the seats are 
still the original ones. However, the stitching on the driver’s seat was 
coming undone though and I’d been meaning to get it fixed for a few 
years. It annoyed me at Beaulieu in June last year, so when I returned 
home I took my car to the coach trimmer who had made a tonneau 
cover for my kit car a few years ago.

I must have spent around £15,000 on the car during the 34 years that 
I’ve owned it, but the point of this article is to tell you that the £120 
I spent on refurbishing the driver’s seat is the best value for money 
I’ve ever spent on my car. I’m now sitting on a seat padded with 21st 
century brand new foam instead of 50 year old 1950’s technology 
material. Also, I’m now in my mid 60’s rather than early 30’s and the 
difference in comfort is amazing!

Photo advertisement for EVW 220G at the Bromley Pageant of 
Motoring in 1983

Neil and EVW showing a Lotus Elise the way around Castle Combe

1997 rebuild of EVW, new body, new engine, same seat!

Interior of EVW prior to seat repair with split clearly visible

Repaired seat complete with new seat foam
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The coach trimmer told me that modern foam was much better 
than the ‘old stuff’. Having worked in automotive design for over 30 
years I asked a friend who had worked in seat design for nearly 40 
years (Restall, Jaguar, Nissan) for his opinion. He got very technical, 
but simply put, advances in materials and manufacturing methods for 
polyurethane foam over the past 50 years, means you don’t now have 
such a ‘trade off’ between support and comfort anymore.

It’s not so easy to find decent coach trimmers anymore though. The 
guy I used worked at Vauxhall in Luton for many years before setting 
up on his own. I took my Mini to him in June, the day after Beaulieu 
and it was scheduled in for early October as he had so much work 
on. It’s good see a skilled independent one man business doing well. 
The seat is back now and in the car, and he has done a great job - 
what an improvement!
Thanks for that Neil. It’s interesting how just a small inexpensive 
repair to an original part can make such a big improvement to the 
enjoyment of your car.

If you have a restoration or repair story or just a tip to share with 
fellow Mk11S owners, then let me know. 

That’s all for this month

Until next time

Nick Hunter 

Cooper Mk 2 Register

Happy New Year to you all.  Who knows what the year ahead holds for 
the Mk11 Cooper.  It’s going to be hard to top last year’s big news of 
the emergence on an auction website of the last Mk11Morris Cooper 
built. We will just have to wait and see what the New Year brings.

I know we are only just into winter but I expect most of you are 
looking forward to the first signs of spring and the opportunity to take 
your car for its first run of the year. But in the meantime, I hope you 
are using these long winter evenings to address those minor ongoing 

Graham Robinson

Andy Brooks’ rally prepared Mk11 Cooper

jobs that come with classic car ownership. If you are, I would like to 
hear about them.  No matter how small.  I’m sure it will be of interest 
to all Mk11 owners.

While most MK11s are locked away for the winter, Andy Brooks 
bucked the trend on the MCRs North East Region’s by participating in 
the Northumberland Borders Rally.  Andy had entered his car in the 
event and I was fortunate to have a chat with him and a look around 
the car at scrutineering.  Andy has prepared the car for rallying and as 
you can see from the engine bay photo, he has retained the original 998 
unit. One thing I did notice were the bolts at either end of the bonnet 
locking panel above the grille and Andy explained that the purpose 
of the bolts was to allow the locking panel to be removed to make it 
easier to take out the engine if the need arises. When combined with 
grille buttons to easily remove the grille, it allows unrestricted access 
to the front of the engine.  Now, I am not suggesting you do the same 
to your ‘pride and joy’ but if you are considering using your car for 
competition, be it on track or rallying, it might be worth considering. 
Thanks Andy for showing me your very nicely prepared car.

Well that’s about it for now.  I really do need your help.  As I have 
said before, any contribution to these reports would be very much 
appreciated.

Until next time,
Happy Coopering!! 

Graham Robinson 

Andy Brooks’ Mk11 engine bay

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

I was recently sent a couple of 
pictures of CCG 651K in road rally 
action around 1972, possibly on 
the Bath Festival Rally. This Glacier 
white March 1971 built car is on the 
Register, although it hasn’t been taxed 
since 1979 according to the DVLA 
website. I did have some contact 
about it around ten years ago and 
it looks as though it was exported 
after some work was carried out on 
it by Avonbar. The first owner was 
an E. Leigh from the Hamble area of 
Hampshire, so it may be him using it 

on the event as it was only about a year 
old at the time.

Another old friend of the Register turned up in the form of YWV 
921K. Built in May 1971 and at one time registered UTJ 5, it was 
owned by John Webb in the early 1970s. Finished in Bedouin, or 

Simon Wheatcroft
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hearing aid beige as John described it, YWV had appeared on ebay in 
2014 at which time it had been part restored.

The restoration has now been completed and from the pictures 
initially posted, which only showed the outside, it looked, apart 
from the white wheels and missing British Leyland badges from 
the A panels, a nice job with good panel gaps. However, once 
more pictures were posted it all rather went downhill, particularly 
in the engine bay, although they had forgotten to put the vinyl back 
on the top dash rail and the over riders seem to be almost hanging 
off the bumpers.

CCG 651K in rally action in 1972 showing its body colour filler caps

YWV back in 1974 or thereabouts when it had 4½” rims and 
indicator repeaters on the front wings

Work was very much in progress the last time YWV was on ebay 
in 2014

Looking very tidy on a sunny Morecambe sea front

This is where it all goes more than a bit wrong

Believe it or not this was the best of a bad lot of pictures of ASN 100K!
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And like buses, a third car turned up on eBay, although this one was 
in kit form with, apparently, a brand new old stock bodyshell to assist 
with the restoration. This car was ASN 100K, a February 1971 built 
car which was originally Teal Blue and last heard of in the Glasgow 
area many years ago. It hasn’t been on the road since 1978 according 
to the DVLA website, at which time it was less than seven years old. 
The new old stock shell didn’t look as though it had been stored in 
particularly favourable conditions but, hopefully, wouldn’t need too 
much work. The pictures were very poor but one did show the back 
of the car where the boot board brackets were visible. The £12,000 
price tag included a few parts but no subframes and associated 
running gear or interior trim.

I was recently asked what countries Mk 3 Ss were exported to from 
new; the USA market which had been a big customer for the Mk 
1 S, had been closed to the Mini from late 1967. Some overseas 
destinations are recorded in the production records including the 
usual European suspects Austria, Canary Islands, Denmark, Greece, 
Italy, Netherlands, Norway, South Africa and Switzerland. Cars have 
also turned up in France, Germany and Portugal.

We end the year with over 520 cars on the Register and a few cars that 
had previously appeared to be Mk 3 Ss revealed as being non S’s after all.  

And finally, a happy New Year to all the Mk 3 S owner members and 
enthusiasts out there.

Simon Wheatcroft

Rover Cooper Register

As we enter the brave new world of 
2018, I had to delve back a full five years 
to November 2012 to find my one and 
only full profile on the 1999 John Cooper 
LE Mini Cooper. For the benefit of new 
members, a revisit of this much coveted 
Limited Edition car is long overdue. I also 
have an exclusive update on these cars 
that surprised even me.

To summarise what we know so far…

1. The John Cooper LE was announced 
in August 1999 to celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the Cooper 
Car Company’s first Formula 1 

Manufacturers’ World Championship win in 1959. Jack Brabham, 
their star driver, was also crowned World Champion that year, having 
pushed his out-of-fuel car the last 400+ yards to cross the finish line in 
4th place in a nail-biting last race of the series at Sebring in the USA.

John Parnell

2. Production was limited to just 300 UK examples at an ‘on the road’ 
price of £10,995 compared with £9,630 for the standard Rover Mini 
Cooper model.

3. The cars were only available in one colour scheme: Brooklands 
Green (paint code HYF (BVLC 1265)) with an Old English white 
(paint code NNX (BVLC 1205)) roof and matching door mirrors and 
bonnet stripes. The combination paint code stamped into the chassis 
(VIN) plate is WEF. 

4. Exterior features include the Sports Option Pack 13” x 6” Sports Style 
alloy wheels, 175 / 50 R13 radial ply tyres, wide body colour extended 
wheel arches, a large bore chrome exhaust tailpipe finisher, twin auxiliary 
driving lamps (not four as on normal Sports option Pack cars,) and a 
chrome stick-on John Cooper signature badge fixed to the lower front 
corner of each door. Unlike other Rover Mini Cooper models, the 
standard factory 1999 John Cooper LE has no waistline body stripes or 
decal badges either on the rear quarter panels or the bootlid.

5. The interior is graced with Grenadine (i.e. Burgundy red) leather-
faced seats with matching Grenadine door and rear quarter liners, 
including the top dash rail and gear lever gaiter. The seats have black 
piping. Standard factory door furniture is black plastic. The advertised 
carpets were supposed to be colour coded to the seats and liners, but 
ended up being black on all production examples. The corresponding 
interior trim code stamped into the chassis (VIN) plate is WFJ. 

6. The turned alloy dashboard fascia is identical to that used on the Mini 
40, featuring instruments with cream dials including three supplementary 

The factory standard 1999 John Cooper LE only has twin auxiliary 
lamps and no coach lines or decals. Note the door badge

The interior was supposed to have colour coded Burgundy carpets, 
but all production cars had black carpets instead
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The combined fuel and temperature gauge fitted to the 1999 John 
Cooper LE has a ‘Mini 40’ shield emblem as shown here
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smart Cooper Sport 500 in Tahiti Blue. The odometer reading of 32,500 
miles put it well outside the Sainsbury’s mileage examples that fetch 
top prices, so the auctioneer’s guide price of £10,000 - £12,000 was a 
fair estimate. It sold for £17,438, including buyer’s premium, possibly to 
a Euro-based bidder taking advantage of the present devalued level of 
Sterling. Whatever the currency of the buyer, this is strong money for a 
car of this mileage. The top end of the market might be showing signs of 
peaking out, but the lower tiers still appear to be buoyant…for now.

Until next month…

I wish a happy New Year to all of our members.

John Parnell 

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

MCR member Richard Cohen sent me 
the details of his finally restored Wood 
and Pickett 1987 Clubman, which he 
purchased at the Brooklands Classic Car 
auction in 2015. Here follows the story 
and background to the car in Richard’s 
own words: 

‘I was in fact at Brooklands to bid on an 
E Type which I did not get, but my wife 
saw the W&P Mini and there were a lot 
of people looking at it. She insisted on 
staying right to the end of the auction (it 
was a late lot) and without discussing it 
with me she started bidding for it! The 
car was knocked down to her and a 2 
year plus restoration started.

I took the car to Mistyle in Weymouth as, Mike Thomas who runs it, had 
done some very good work for me before. Unfortunately, the car was 
riddled with rust and it was plain that a complete nut and bolt restoration 
was required once we could both see the car up on a ramp properly.

Mike set about stripping it out and then the scale of the work became 
clear. He got the original engine running but we found that the 
gearbox (auto) was faulty. However, rather than fix the gearbox we 
converted it to a manual one and Jonspeed Racing provided a rebuilt 
1275 engine and gearbox. You can see a large number of images of 
the car on the link here: https://www.mistyle-weymouth.co.uk/mini-
gallery/wood-and-pickett-mi

The car was painted with the Rolls Royce colours of Oyster over 
metallic blue. The vinyl roof was taken off as it had rotted the roof 

Steve Burkinshaw

gauges (voltmeter, analogue clock and oil temperature). The combined 
fuel and water temperature gauge has a ‘Mini 40’ shield emblem at the 
bottom centre. Like the Mini 40, the in-car entertainment is a ‘Mini’ 
branded Blaupunkt CD43 CD play/tuner, connected to twin Goodman 
Inductively Coupled Technology (ICT) speakers.

7. The cars were powered by the standard MPi  1275cc engine with 
a ‘12A2LK70 ‘ prefix denoting a 10.5:1 compression ratio and 2.76:1 
final drive.

8. The correct V5C (logbook) description for these cars should read 
‘Mini John Cooper’

Important Update

No stranger to my reports, Sean Heath has managed to identify 274 
out of the total 300 UK spec. John Cooper LEs made. All of them have 
a chassis (VIN) prefix SAXXNNAZEYD. The lowest VIN is 176641 and 
the highest is 179643. Although the gap between the two is just over 
3,000 cars, the slightly random nature of VIN plate allocation on the 
production line, when taken in conjunction with the overall number 
sequencing, suggests that, with the exception of the first handful of 
cars, the vast majority of the 300 were built in one batch. 

The fact that so many of these cars appear to have survived is testimony to 
their collectability. Intrinsic to this is that the vast majority were originally 
purchased by enthusiasts with long-term preservation in mind. My sincere 
thanks go to Sean Heath for a magnificent piece of detective work that is 
nothing short of a game changer for the Rover Cooper Register.
 
Car Prices

As the values of every class of collectable asset, from antiques to wine, 
continue to achieve ever higher records, I am sure I am not alone in 
wondering at what point the present price bubble is going to burst. To get a 
perspective of how far classic car prices have risen, I was thumbing through 
the November 1978 issue of Thoroughbred & Classic Cars magazine 
(better known today as ‘Classic Cars’). On one page, listing over 40 
vehicles, the highest priced Aston Martin DB5 was £8,500. Two others on 
the same page were priced below £5,000. Back then, today’s classic exotica 
were just second hand cast offs looking for a new home and someone with 
more money than sense to pay for the uneconomic repairs and servicing 
that previous owners had long given-up as a lost cause. Not so today. 

The steady increase in market values across all levels of classic car 
survivors has now made restoration a much more viable proposition 
for many of them. This in turn has spawned a thriving industry in 
specialist restoration services and parts supplies, not least of which is 
the supporting re-manufacture of countless period components that 
had hitherto long been out of production.  

At Silverstone Auctions’ classic car sale event held at the NEC during the 
November Classic Motor Show, my interest was drawn to lot 601, a very 

The Rover Group sales brochure for the 1999 John Cooper LE is 
Publication No. 5662

Cooper Sport 500, KS51 YJA, was sold for £17,438 at Silverstone 
Auctions’ sale held at the NEC this November
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and the sliding sunroof was replaced with an electric Webasto from a 
Mini we bought for some parts.

The wood dash and door fillets were completely restored. The 
interior although dirty was in very good condition other than the front 
seat bolsters and the door pockets which were recovered in leather 
as close as we could to match the original.

The full leather headlining could not be kept as it had deteriorated 
badly, so it was replaced with a West of England cloth but the door 
and rear pillars are still covered with the original leather. I tried to keep 
the interior as original as possible to try and maintain the patina of the 
car. The carpets had to be replaced and a very nice quality set edged 

The car as acquired at auction

Rear shot of car looks good but in reality the car was suffering from rust

A major issue was exposed to the roof when the vinyl roof  
was removed

The restored car looking better than it did when it was converted 
by W&P

Rear shot of the car now looking like new

Original interior mainly retained where possible

Dash board completely refurbished
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and bound in matching colours to the interior was sourced from Tech 
Autos. Then an amazing boot kit was sourced from a guy called Bruno 
Onaissi in Holland who makes a variety of trim kits for Minis.

The car was converted from 12” wheels to 10” on Dunlop alloys. The 
car is likely, if it’s ready in time, to be on display for the launch of the 
new Sytners Mini showroom in High Wycombe in January 2018.

I don’t have any history on the car and DVLA won’t assist. As you 
know Wood & Pickett have no old records but I do have all the W&P 
build number details as they used to write them on the back of the 
wood dash and doors fillets and the door cards etc. If anyone knows 
anything about the car I would be very interested to hear from them.

As a side note, you may know of the dispute I have had with Mike Fernando 
over my ownership of the Radford trademark. However, I only got 
interested in Radford and Wood & Pickett after my wife bought the W&P 
car. So, I registered the Radford trade mark as it had been left unprotected 
after the company closed down, despite a subsequent re-launch in the 
1990s and Mike Fernando registering the name in 2004. However, he tried 
to register it again in 2016 which was a breach of the mark because by then 
I owned it. So, the purchase of the car was the start of my interest in these 
lovely little vehicles although I am looking at how the mark might be revived 
in the future.’ Thanks for that Richard an interesting story.

And finally, thanks to all those who made a contribution over the last 
twelve months to the register. I wish all a happy New Year!
 
Steve Burkinshaw

Comprehensively refurbished engine bay

Mini Super Register

A few days before preparing this report 
I received an interesting phone call from 
Mark Gamble of Wolverhampton. He had 
recently purchased an ‘old’ Mini. He had 
chosen this particular car because of its 
sound body. He knew nothing of its history 
other than it had, at some time, come 
from overseas. The car was generally in 
poor condition, had been modified with an 
Mk2 rear lamp conversion, and received 
a very poor repaint from Surf blue to red 
some while ago. 

When Mark started to strip the car a 
colleague helping him noticed it had 
a few Cooper features. It had a boot 

board fitted with securing brackets, a chrome gear lever, chrome trim 
around the door glass frames, a key-start and vinyl covered top and 
bottom dash-rails, which later turned out to be the rare and coveted 
plastic covers fitted to early cars. Mark did not know of the Super 

Garry Dickens

model, like so many people, but his friend, knowing more about Minis 
than he, suspected it may be a Super. With the Super’s rarity explained, 
Mark now became very enthusiastic about the car. He searched the 
internet for information and found my name and hence the phone-call.

With the description provided by mark, I was able to agree that his car was 
probably a Super, all I needed to confirm this was its chassis number. Now 
the huge problem! Mark bought the car with no paperwork whatsoever, 
also with the chassis plate missing. I pointed out that he would not be able 
to register the car without an I.D, nor would I be able to officially confirm 
that it was a Super. However, I explained his only hope would be if the 
chassis number of the car was stamped on the webbing panel connected 
to the inner wing and bulkhead. I told him he would be lucky if it were as 
only very few Minis of that period did have that feature. Mark replied that 
there was no obvious sign of a number. I advised him to look again, maybe 
scrape away the layers of paint. The following day an excited Mark rang to 
say that having cleaned away the paint with a wire brush there was indeed 
a number. He gave me the number which I was able to cross reference 
with my records and found the car. Thankfully it all rang true! It was built 
in April 1962, and painted Surf blue with a white roof and was one of only 
26 cars exported to Malta. He has now applied for the car’s Heritage 
certificate. Following its receipt Paul Sulma should then be able to help 
with obtaining a V5c and an age related registration number for the car. 
Mark now intends to properly and fully restore the Super, and which 
in time will provide material for an interesting report.
  
The enthusiastic and ever helpful Chuck Heleker from the US has 
placed a notice on the Mini Mania forum, asking for information on 
surviving Supers in the States. There have been a reasonable number of 
respondents but, interestingly, only of cars I had already recorded. I am 
hoping though that one or two fresh discoveries might appear in time. 

A Super I mentioned a couple of years ago which was in Portugal 
for sale, has once again reappeared for sale. The asking price is 
approximately £10,000. On the face of it the car seems quite 
reasonable, but on closer inspection it has the wrong interior, among 
other things, and it looks as though the paintwork could be hiding all 
sorts of expensive problems. I hope though that it continues to survive.   
There is not a great deal more to report this month except that my 
Super has now been tucked away for the winter in its nice warm, 
carpeted garage, with a few friends, Mini and otherwise.

I would like to thank all those who, during 2017, have helped provide 
details of cars for my reports. Not an easy job, with so few cars to write 
about. Thanks too to Guy Smith for allowing me to use the accompanying 
photo. I wish you all a Happy Christmas and a successful New Year.   

Finally, my usual request that if you own, have owned, know of any 
Super or have any stories or anecdotes relating to one, please get in 
touch, even if it no longer exists.  

Garry Dickens

Have a SUPER Christmas
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1275GT Register

Memories of Hensford Raceway Mini 
events came back to member Graham 
Harvey when his GT registered FNP 
365X was featured in CooperWorld 
again back in June. Confirmation that 
his Snapdragon GT was in attendance 
at the Birmingham Mini Owners club 
event in 1995, was found buried in the 
car in the form of the event stickers.

Prompted by this link to a past life, 
Graham unearthed further memorabilia 
on his GT from the Silverstone Mini 
35 event, where MiniWorld magazine 
assembled an example of every 
year of Mini production with his GT 

representing 1981. Graham was not the owner of FNP 365X at that 
time but has the pamphlet and tag from the event in safe keeping.

It occurred to me that often these small pieces of history mean little 
at the time and are usually discarded. However, when retained and 
amassed as part of a cars history, they can add a great deal of depth 
and colour to the provenance of a car.

Since first featuring Graham’s GT back in March, he now has a 
Heritage certificate which documents the build date as being the 3rd 
June 1980, leading to question as to what happened in the 14 months 
prior to registration of the car on 1st August 1981.

Sadly for Graham, he has reluctantly decided to offer up his GT for 
sale as work on other project Minis will not allow the time needed 
for its restoration. With project cars which are this complete and 
unmolested becoming rarer, I am sure Graham will have no problem 
finding a buyer, and, hopefully, one with the time and budget to 
restore one of the youngest surviving GT’s in the country. If FNP 
365X is still for sale at the time of publication, I can always forward 
enquiries from interested parties on to Graham.

The subject of finding lost cars from earlier periods of ownership is 
one I frequently receive enquiries on; one such quest came to my 
attention from Matt Street.

Recently bereaved by the loss of his father, Matt is looking for a GT he and 
his late father embarked on restoring back in 1994.The car was registered 
DGS 34T and was in Matt’s and latterly his father’s ownership before they 
gave up the fight, with the restoration incomplete in the early 2000s.
The last MOT in 2009 and a current SORN status provides some 
hope that Matt’s lost GT is still out there somewhere. If anyone 
has come across a 1979 GT DGS 34T, originally painted black that 
could be reunited with its former owner, I will happily pass on the 
information to Matt with the possibility of a reunion in mind.

With the end of the year approaching, a round-up of the state of the GT 
register seems timely and I can happily confirm it continues to grow, with a 

Alan Clark

total of 58 registrations now on file. So, in the last year we have welcomed 
additions to the register from Tim Nixon, Ben Farmer, Jason Hughes and 
Peter Horsburgh. It would be great to hear your GT stories and details on 
your cars, which of course goes for all of our Register members. 

Alan Clark

Memories of Hensford Raceway

Little gems from the past add much a cars history

FNP 365X at Silverstone in 1995, now looking for a new owner

 Modern MINI Cooper Register

My JCW Part 2 - Believe me, it gets 
worse!

So, I made a phone call to the 
insurance company (who shall remain 
nameless for the time being) albeit my 
car insurance is provided by a broker, 
who sell their own product, disguised 
by the actual underwriter. Obstacle 
11, (yes I am keeping count) “Yes Mr 
Young you appear to have a valid claim, 
however you will have to contact the 
insurance company yourself.” I replied, 
“I bought my insurance from you and I 
have my contract with you”. “Yes, but 
we are only a broker, you will have to 
contact them yourself”. Then a short 

conversation followed about what added value the broker is providing 
etc. Poor girl and it was only Tuesday morning!

I contact the insurance company, the usual hurdle of who I am, date of 
birth, mother’s maiden name, car make and model, approximate value 
etc.Then we start. “Where did the incident occur?” “Tissington” I replied. 
“Where is that?” Quick Facebook message to Malcolm Voss as to the exact 
location. Pass details onto the insurance company. “What happened?” “I 

David Young
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went into a shallow 1foot deep ford, got stuck, and the car would not start 
so I had to be towed out. The car still would not start as the battery was 
too low”. “OK Mr Young, we think you have a valid claim, we will be in 
contact with you again once we have contacted the repairer. “Where is 
the car now?”. “The MINI main dealer in Nottingham” “OK leave it with 
us”. 15 minutes pass and I get a phone call from said insurance company 
requesting that I pay the insurance company direct for the 1 hour of labour 
at the garage as they cannot pick the car up until it is paid. Reluctantly I 
pass £160 to them via online banking. Pretty slick, I hear you say.

Wednesday comes and I get a phone call from FixAuto UK about where my 
car is and what damage there is to bodywork. Obstacle 12, “None what 
so ever” I reply. A few words were exchanged as to why on earth they had 
been appointed, they fix body damage, not engines, “leave it with us”.

OK, so by now I am getting a little concerned about what is 
happening to my baby. A quick call to MINI in Nottingham, the 
car has yet to be picked up! Yet another call to the said insurance 
company - name, post code, make model of car, mothers maiden 
name………inside leg measurement (only kidding). “How can we 
help, Mr Young? Let me read the notes, the system is a bit slow today, 
music on hold played in my ear. 10 minutes later I get a response. 

Obstacle 13, Copart UK is handling this for us, they will do an 
engineer’s report. In case you are unaware Copart UK are the biggest 
salvage company in the UK, they also have offices in Dubai! “Why has 
it gone to a salvage yard I ask”. “Somebody mentioned it had water 
damage”. Apparently, there was damp in the air filter box. OK, I 
thought, “When will the engineer's report be done?” “Within 4 days”.

4 days later Obstacle 14, they have said the car is a total loss Cat 
B. It can only be dismantled, it cannot go on the road again! Of 
course, I get back on the phone to Copart who tell me I can’t see the 
engineer’s report as the insurance company have requested it. Back on 
phone with the insurance company, (so glad we get free calls). Usual 
salutation, id checks, read notes, music on hold and a 10-minute wait 
to be told I have to call the total loss department. “No, you will have 
to transfer me, please.” Yet another burst of music on hold……10 
minutes later “Sure Mr Young, I am looking at the report, it is a Cat B 
write off”. “Can I see the report please?” “Sure I will send it over”.

I get a copy of the report, it states:“FLOOD DAMAGE: THE ENGINE 
APPEARS TO HAVE SUFFERED A HYDROLIC LOCK WITH WATER 
INGRESS INTO THE ENGINE, VIA THE AIR FILTER. WATER INGRESS 
INTO THE INTERIOR, WITH WATER EVIDENT TO SEAT BASE.
POSSIBLE LONG TERM LATENT DAMAGE AND CONTAMINATION 
OF ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL COMPONENTS. THEREFORE 
UNKNOWN MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL QUANTUM, WITHOUT 
DISMANTLING.” TOTAL LOSS CAT B WRITE OFF – BREAKER

Obstacle15, So now I have to get all my stuff out of the car that is sitting in 
a breakers yard. That was relatively simple, called Copart who transferred 
me to a “member of their team” and he said “we will put a request in to 
have the car emptied and all your belongings sent to you”. I mentioned 
that I had a USB adapter and USB stick with my iTunes on”. “Yes we can 
send that back to you”. 3 days later I finally get my front door keys, boots, 
a box full of car cleaning things, USB stick and adapter, and believe it or 
not, the controller for my Track exhaust. Does anyone want a spare?

So, yet another call to said insurance company, usual salutations etc. 
“Mr Young you will have to speak to the total loss department” and I 
actually get transferred this time. Only to be told, “We have outsourced 
the provision of new cars call…………….” Argh, yet another process.

So I call the said vehicle replacement company, I am requested to 
send them the original invoice for my baby. A few hours pass, the 
phone rings, “will you accept a pre-registered car?”, “Yes, it will have 
my own number on anyway.

The moment you have all be waiting for Obstacle 16 “This car has so 
many bits on it we can’t build it with MINI”. “Er yes, you can”. Then we 
follow a brief instruction lesson on the MINI Online configurator. First, you 
have to build a Cooper S and then change the model to JCW as the JCW 
configurator is not working. Then you have to add non run-flat tyres and 
only request the navigation system, not the XL one along with the Radio 
boost, otherwise, you get a centre armrest, which I hate and do not want.

Finally, we get a build that “Vines of Gatwick” will accept and the new 
car is finally on order with MINI. I tried in vain to change the colour 
of the car to Rebel green but the finance company said No as they are 
financing a Black JCW……….Do not go there!

Obstacle 17, MINI are not taking any new builds for JCWs at the 
moment so they cannot give Vines a build slot! Perhaps they are 
changing the toy box!

Part 3 of the saga next month and hopefully a picture of a 
brand new JCW being delivered to me at home.

David YoungMoments before the Ford

The Ford one foot deep

A sneak preview of the 2018 JCW
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

meeting is at 8.00pm, on 
Thursday 21st September 

Tortworth Court Hotel bar, just off the M5 J14: https://
www.phcompany.com/de-vere/tortworth-court  

David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD Varies Barry Elm 07941 199001
minicooper35@elmsgrove.com

  Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Mick Willson 01702 530731
h623x304@sky.com

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

  Lincolnshire First Tuesday of the month
At 7.00pm

Marrowbone & Cleaver, High Street, Kirmington, 
Lincolnshire DN39 6YZ

Christopher Smith
07861 776 341 (after 6pm only) 
Miffy1977@hotmail.co.uk

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

  Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Scotland Sunday 12th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Thursday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 01273 454440 or 07663 00122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Houndshill, Banbury Road, Ettington, Ettington, CV37 7NS
http://www.thehoundshill.co.uk/

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

POSITION

VACANT

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org
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Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

Firstly, may I wish you all a healthy and prosperous 2018!  
I hope you had a relaxing and enjoyable Christmas and that all the Mini related presents you wished for were 
received, and if not, then the January sales are just around the corner.

I would like to thank our regional representatives for their regular, interesting and informative reports in 
CooperWorld over the past year. It is great to appreciate how much activity there is in our regions, bringing 
together, not just owners, but also those with an interest in Minis and MINIS. If any of you might be interested 
in getting more involved in the activities and events of the Mini Cooper Register, our regional contacts would 
love to hear from you. Their contact details and also the location details of the regional meeting venues appear 
on the page immediately before my report.

We have some great events scheduled for 2018 which I am very much looking forward to.  Here’s wishing we all 
have another good year in our cars, enjoying the company of our fellow members and sharing our interest throughout the year. Not long now until 
the days will be longer and warmer and we can bring our cars out of hibernation to enjoy them back on the roads again. I hope all the Minis and 
MINIs we have been using as daily drivers over the winter have been behaving themselves.

All the best for 2018.
 
Richard Sign, Regional Co-ordinator  
regions@minicooper.org

Dorset Region

Our last evening get-
together of the year was 
held at the Tyrrells Ford 
Country Inn on November 
8th, the next being our ‘not 
at Christmas Christmas 
Dinner’ on Wednesday 
10th January. We would 
love to see you there, for 
further details please email 
NickStansmore@live.co.uk.

Reflecting on the activities 
throughout 2017 we took part 
in three shows, held a very 
successful Road Run, enjoyed 
a great barbecue afternoon 
and a summer supper evening. 

We also shared a recipe for the best ever chocolate brownies and gave advice to 
CooperWorld readers on the complexities of Mini wiring and some thoughts on the 
pros and cons of putting diesel in a petrol engine.

None of this could be done without the continued support of all involved with the Dorset 
Region, and so thanks must be given to them for their enthusiasm, encouragement and 
assistance in making the regional activities so enjoyable.

We look forward to seeing all of you and more in 2018!

Malcolm Francis
Nick Stansmore (Dorset Region Co-ordinator)

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Dorset Region attended  
the Breamore Classic Car show in 2017 Malcolm sets off for the space station

…and sometimes I just sits



Kent Region 

Hi from Kent! 

Don’t forget that the Ham Sandwich Run will take place on the 19th August in 2018, and we should have the entry set up soon, but you can reserve 
your place on it now since, as in the last couple of years, places will be limited to 40 cars.

Here is the Kent Events List for 2018, please contact us if you would like to attend any of these events.

Kent Events List 2018

LSMOC London to Brighton Run, 20th May 2018, Brighton.
Deal RNLI Classic Car Show, 26th May, Deal.
MCR National Mini Cooper Day, 10th June, Beaulieu. 
Darling Buds of May Classic Car Show, 1st July. Bethersden
Brands Hatch Mini Festival TBC July, Brands Hatch Circuit.
Bearsted Green Classic, 29th July, Bearsted Nr Maidstone.
Ham Sandwich Run, 19th August, Ashford.
Oh So Retro, September, TBC September, Margate. 

We can also start to consider and crazy as it sounds, our attendance at the IMM in Bristol in 2019. Kent along with many other regions we will make 
the trip on mass for a weekend of fun and camping.

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. The next meeting will be 10th January 2018 See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

A happy New Year to all!

I’ll start the notes this month by picking up a story that started at our Curborough 
test day in July, and reported on in the September issue of CooperWorld namely, the 
appearance of the Lionel and Richard Dodkin’s Cooper S. This car was purchased by 
Richard and Lionel from a local Stafford exponent of sprints and hillclimbs, he being 
Herbert Shepherd who bought the car new from the Morris dealer in Stafford. The 
car was quickly modified by Broadspeed in Birmingham and used for sprints and 
hillclimbs. Herbert sold the Cooper S in 1965 and replaced it with a very special E-Type 
Jaguar originally built by Jaguar for Phil Scragg another hillclimber. Richard and Lionel 
have extensively raced the Cooper since they acquired it. At the end of September, I 
received an email from Harry Shepherd, Herbert’s son, and this resulted in Harry and 
the Dodkins getting together, with the car, at our November meeting. This was quite an 
emotional reunion as Harry also drove the car on occasions and with class wins to his 
credit. Obviously, the car has changed somewhat over the years, mainly to comply with 
the ever tightening safety requirements, but how many other Cooper Ss have had a 
continuous competition history for their entire life, and yet still have the original shell!

Following the meeting, Harry sent me some more pictures of the car from 1965, 
and I have attached one from the Chateau Impney Hillclimb of that year. This venue 
has recently been ‘recommissioned’ and now holds a high quality annual classic car 
weekend. Harry incidentally is an MCR member and is restoring a Mk 1 Cooper S 
which should be completed next year.

The same evening as this took place we had a quiz! It was quite hard to get people to 
sit down for this given the excitement in the car park – especially when the Cooper S 
was started up! As usual there were two rounds of 20 questions separated by a picture 
round whilst we enjoyed a buffet. Round 1 covered sport, rivers, who said and general 
knowledge. The picture round featured cartoon characters, whilst round 3 was slightly 
tougher covering Irish, Pot Pourri, people and general knowledge. After the 3 rounds we 
had a tie between the team called Last Minute Dot Com and BTPM. The tie break was 
quite simple: ‘How high is the Eiffel Tower in Inches?’ BTPM calculated the closest with 
11,942 inches (correct answer was 12,756 inches) and so they took the winners pot of 
£14, with Last Minute Dot Com in 2nd place receiving £8 and 3rd placed Minions (all Mini 
people but with cars not stature) getting £5. As usual the quiz was well supported and the 
winners score 49½ points out of a possible 67.

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Herbert Shepherd at the start line  
of a sprint in the 1960s



As I write these notes we are just a few days away from our Christmas Dinner evening – our 7th year. A report on this will appear in these notes 
next month.

Turning now to future events.

Monday January 1st. This is the first time our January meeting had fallen on New Year’s Day and at the time of writing it is unclear if we can have a 
meeting that night as the George and Dragon are not sure if they will open that evening. So, if you don’t receive regular information from me, then I 
would suggest you give this meeting a miss and come along to another first Monday meet.

Monday February 5th. This is planned to be our Scalextric night, so I need to service the two hard worked MINI Cooper Ss to ready them for 
another bout of exciting racing.
Make a date in your diaries now for the first Monday in each month as the Mid Staffs Region night and come along and join in the fun. All Minis and 
MINIs are welcomed equally. 

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Suffolk Region

Terry Stendall was our leader in the November Mystery Run. Six Minis took part in a 
glorious sunny autumn day with the countryside splendid in its autumn attire. Terry 
took us from our meeting place at Martlesham Heath, through all the winding country 
roads north west to Debenham and across north Suffolk before turning south, and east 
across the A12, before ending up at The Wild Blackberry Café, at a garden centre near 
Woodbridge, with most of us doing well over 130 miles on the day. Well done Terry you 
couldn’t have picked a better day or route. By the time you read this we will have had our 
Christmas Dinner at the Cherry Tree Pub with 18 members attending.

Happy Motoring. 

Ian MacPherson
07749936274
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FOR SALE AND WANTED

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to register 
vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number (V.I.N.) and/or an 
engine number. The DVLA. may ask the police to inspect cars without either 
one of these identification numbers. Members and readers are advised to be 
cautious before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free (minis and 
mini parts only) providing they are not excessively long nor in the course 
of business trade. Please quote your membership number when writing. 
Non-members and trade members wishing to place a classified advert 
must enclose a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques should be 
made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.  All traders are 
required to state this fact clearly in their advertisements either by 
the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) and/or chassis 
plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in written form only 
please and addressed to the magazine editor. This includes instructions for 
repeat insertions and/or advert amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Cars for sale

1968 (F) Morris MK 2 Cooper. A straight forward project. Body restored 
ten years ago with new panels and now in primer. Island blue and 
Snowberry white. Excellent solid shell, doors, bonnet and boot. Hydrolastic 
subframes with ’S’ brakes. Rebuilt engine and box. For completion it 
requires painting, wiring loom and trim. Images on request. £11,950 ono. 
Please contact Steve on 07903 948711. Herts.

Parts for sale

1275GT rear displacer (21A 2008) removed from TRF 327J (The famous 
'Trefor') in 2009 following failure of the flexible pipe. Unit re-hosed (cost £85) 
and pressure tested to 400psi, no leaks or pressure loss on extended test. Unit 
has been stripped; etch primed and repainted satin black and the correct green 
stripe added. A nice unit and essential spare part to have on the shelf £130.
Works two wheel roof rack (wheels not included). Exact replica of the Works 
rack painstakingly reproduced by Bryan Purves using an original Works rack 
as a template. Very little use and in excellent condition with all fittings. Ideal 
for Minis to..events. Price reduced from £395 to £250. 
Twin HS2 airbox near new condition with original finish, decals, wing nuts 
and washers. A very rare item in this condition suit concourse build £195. If it 
helps these items can be collected from the British Mini Fair on January 25th. 
Contact Nick on tel: 07906 699559 email: nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net 

Complete 9 piece red Veltone carpet sets with sound proof backing.  
For Mini MKI, Cooper and Cooper S. Each set has a MKI heel mat attached and 
comes with floor clips plus separate black pads for underneath the seats. Also 
complete 9 piece black Veltone carpet sets with slightly thinner soundproofing. 
For MKII Cooper and Cooper S with MKII heel mat attached floor clips plus 
separate black pads for underneath the seats.
I also have rubber toe mats that stop your foot wearing out the carpet 
near the accelerator, plus MKI and MKII rubber heel mats that are sold 
separately to the 9 piece sets.
For any further information or to receive a sample please email: 
downtonbos@yahoo.co.uk or telephone landline: 01970 617010 or mobile: 
07974608333.  I am willing to ship worldwide.

Mini Cooper S (970) cylinder block + 40 for sale. Offers.
Contact: celticrecovery@eircom.net

Mk1/Mk2 opening rear quarter windows sprung clasp hinges very good 
chrome no scratches on glass. Indestructo n/s dated B1 first quarter of 
1967 o/s dated last quarter of 1966. Sensible offers please. Phone Paul 
on: 07917 524316. North Yorkshire 

Two NOS Porcelain green door check straps still in their BMC packets. £40 plus 
postage and packaging can send overseas too. Email psulma@mail.com or phone 
on 07973 426922 if interested and/or if you would like photos.

Parts wanted

Secondhand Front Dry Subframe for Cooper S (1964) Complete
Gearbox 3 Syncro AEG 333 Complete
Gearbox 4 Syncro AEG 1128 Complete
Contact celticrecovery@eircom.net

Mk1 chrome bumpers wanted must be original type, also original sound 
deadening pad under bonnet. Please contact John on: 01729 554012
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Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm. Sat - Sun 10am - 4pm. Calls are free from landline and mobile phones. 

Terms and conditions: Offer available to UK residents only. Free copy only available to the � rst 1000 callers. One copy of a single 
magazine per household. Please allow up to six weeks for delivery of your magazine. If you live outside the UK, please phone +44 
01959 543 747 for our latest subscription offer. Offer ends 31 January 2018 or when stocks are depleted, whichever is soonest. 
Kelsey Publishing Ltd., publishers of coast magazine uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how we 

would like to use your personal information. For full details visit www.kelsey.co.uk or call 01959 543 747. If you have any questions 
please ask as submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you 
about products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time 

via email on data.controller@kelsey.co.uk or call 01959 543 747.

CLAIM YOUR FREE COPY
m

od
er

n
m

od
er

n

2ND-GENERATION
COUNTRYMAN

Still a fun drive? We fi nd out

 FIRST DRIVE 

PLUS: 
■ Motorsport preview

■ JCW GPs in Turkey

■ Meets, shows, news

Dream machineR53 Cooper S has the lows and the power

R53 COOPER S RIDES ON AIRLASER BLUE R56 COOPER S 
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THE

NO. 1 
NEW MINI 
MAGAZINE

HANDS ON
CAMBER FIX
Find out how to fi t
adjustable rear arms 

NEW 
PROJECT 
COOPER

WE TAKE ON 
AN OBL

NEW 
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1963 MORRIS
TRAVELLER
RETIREMENT PROJECT

JUNE 2017 £4.60
WWW.MINIWORLD.CO.UK

O R I G I N A L  A N D  G R E AT E S T  M A G A Z I N E  F O R  T H E  M I N I

17 INSPIRING READERS’ MINIS
10 MUST-HAVE NEW PRODUCTS

PRO DETAILING TIPS TO SHINE UP YOUR MINI 
PROJECT UPDATE: FITTING ESTATE WINDOW TRIMS

2

Mk2 runabout gets luxury treatment        Kangaroo kicks with turbo power        Patina-perfect 1960 Mini-Minor

WORKS MINI RACER 
JOHN FITZPATRICK 

WIN A MEGUIAR’S 
DA POLISHING  KIT

£2,000 impulse buy becomes stylish family transport£2,000 impulse buy becomes stylish family transport
WESTIE WOODY

1ST CHOICE
FOR MINI 
OWNERS

Cover_June17_kd2mb.indd   1 31/03/2017   17:39

MINI MIGLIA BUILD, STELVIO ROAD TRIP,PLUS
KEITH CALVER’S ESSENTIAL VERTO CLUTCH GUIDE

SUPER SEVEN
EARLY MKI BUILT

FOR ENJOYMENT

BIG-BORE BLASTER
OLD SCHOOL TWEAKS,
NEW AGE TRICKS

STUNNING FAST ROAD 
MINIS TO SATISFY ALL 
TASTES AND BUDGETS

ROAD RACER
HISTORIC FIA STYLING,
SWIFTUNE 1380 POWER

JAPAN’S FINEST
130BHP 16-VALVE

BRITAX REPLICA

WEEKEND
WONDERS

MAG FOR
MINI FANS

THE BEST  SCRAPYARD SAVE 1330 MINIVAN
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FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE ’90s 
JAGUAR XJ6

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS
ROVER HISTORY

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?
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HIGHS AND LOWS
ROOTES TO CHRYSLER

FIND ME A...
HOT HATCH ICON

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS

Vol.23  
No.06

May 2017

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE 
TRIUMPH TR7

ESSENTIAL ADVICE IN BUYING 
BRITAIN'S BARGAIN SPORTS CAR

CHOOSE A SHOW:
NEW AGE CLASSICS:
TOYOTA MR2 MK3

THIS SUMMER'S 
EVENTS LISTING

CHOOSE A SHOW:
PLUS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING

 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS
100sOF CARSFOR SALEBUY A NEW CLASSIC FOR SPRING

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?£5k

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

150 MPH EXOTICS

HIGHS AND LOWS SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

80s XR FORDS
FROM £2500

SpecialistRates
forClubMembers

*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate
House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. FP ADGE775.3.17

With FJ+ you can add to your policy from a range of cover
options* including breakdown, agreed value, salvage
retention and spare parts.

Call our friendly UK team for a quote.

0333 207 6004
or visit footmanjames.co.uk

Insurance
solutions* for
classics and
more.

R
umours
circulate about
the future
of storied
British sports

car maker Lotus. As
Chinese manufacturers
add to their portfolios
by investing in historic
domestic marques,
industrial relations mar
others. Is Lotus about to
join Vauxhall by passing
into French hands? Full
story inside.

1000
CLASSICS
FOR SALE
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/ClassicCarBuyer @ClassicBuyer
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
5th APRIL 2017 ISSUE 376

BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA

rr

-
tess.

LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR

LASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICCCLASSICLASSICLASSIC
GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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