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www.minispares.com

Mini Spares started in Southgate
London N11 in 1975 and since then
has developed into a world leading
company with an annual turnover in
excess of £15 million and over 50 staff
with the best expertise and knowledge
of their product. Despite its size today,
as ever,  the company’s emphasis is
still on quality, prices and customer
satisfaction. A most varied set of skills,
but the common denominator is that
they are all passionate about MInis,
wether it be racing, driving, rebuilding
or just owning them. We all love them,
which is why you’ll find the heart in the
middle of our logo.

Unmatched buying power 
Mini Spares’ buying power allows them
to pass on huge savings to customers,
which in turn also allows them to buy
the huge quantities of stock required by
original suppliers to make the production
runs viable.  This has helped to once
again produce products such as AP
brake and clutch parts from the original
tooling that was used for cars on the
production line, although some technical
changes may have been dictated by
modern EEC legislation.

Quality is King!
As the world’s foremost source of
classic Mini parts, Mini Spares are
usually offered parts by every
conceivable supplier but not all make the
grade in terms of fitment and quality. So
to protect their customers from
problems Mini Spares only stock the
very best, proven items, such as CV
joints from original manufacturers, while
refusing to sell those from rogue
Chinese manufacturers that are known
to fail.  Mini Spares also keeps an eye
firmly fixed on their own regular
suppliers as there was a problem some

years ago with heater
valves and then wiper
blades from
previously good
suppliers. Those
problems were firmly
and permanently fixed
by Mini Spares

tooling up to produce their own quality
products. Today Mini Spares confidently
sells heater valves that work properly
without leaking and wiper blades that
effectively clean the screen, even at
motorway speeds.
Other parts that Mini Spares proudly
sells are UK-made lightweight water
pumps that out perform others, high
quality standard and sports ignition
coils, distributor parts and seat belts for
later cars. 

Made by Mini Spares
Mini Spares also produces its own bright
work parts such as all grilles, grille
surrounds, stainless and chrome

headlamp rims, vertical and
horizontal seam mouldings,
overiders, bumpers, plastic
door mirrors from 1980 on,
interior mirrors, wiper jets and
5.5 gallon and left and right hand petrol
tanks.  

Mini Spares’ inventory of exclusive parts
extends to main engine parts and
internals such as alloy 5 and 8 port
cylinder heads, Group A and
performance copper head gaskets along
with many other important high quality
gaskets and seals, crankshafts, con
rods, flywheels, pressure plates and Evo
camshafts. 
Mini Spares also produce all the A plus
and some vital pre-A plus gears,
synchro hubs, baulk rings, specialist
performance gears and five speed
gearboxes. Mini Spares are known
worldwide for their original x pin diff and
plate type LSD,   

but probably the best known of all
specialist Mini parts is the famous,
original and homologated HiLo
suspension system. Along with the 

original and upgraded Mini cone springs,
these parts are still available exclusively
from Mini Spares.
Mini Spares also offers a complete range
of steering racks and geometry items
such as lower arms, along with
driveshaft components like couplings,
Hardy Spicer units and differential side
covers.

Most of the orignal Mini exhausts
probably rusted away years ago - as
have a lot of the steel exhausts that were
sold to replace them! In order to
combine a lasting product with quality
design Mini Spares’ came up with their
own design of standard and
performance exhausts - the RC40 and
RC50 ranges, which continue to lead the
field in Mini aftermarket exhausts.

Authentic Reproduction or
Improved Design
Many parts are produced exactly to Mini
factory specifications, for example the
engine mountings which are produced to
original drawings, but some parts have
been  redesigned for better fitment or
undergone other upgrades. Radiator
hoses are now available with genuine
Kevlar strands for longevity - and are
often imitated by lesser brands!
Silicon hoses are also available as a
modern alternative to the traditional
rubber hoses. The modern silicone
hoses are unaffected by oil mist and

other contaminates that caused rubber
hoses to fatigue and ultimately fail.
Mini Spares have access to many
companies with original tooling, as well
as their own, that made parts for Rover.
All of their Mk1/2/3/4 rear lamps are
from original UK tooling unlike most on
the market.

If it looks too good to be true,
it probably is!
Most of Mini Spares’ competitors are
now having commonly used products
manufactured cheaply overseas in
pursuit of easy money, but without the
technical or quality knowledge required.
These parts cannot match those from
Mini Spares in quality, correct fit or
longevity, which is a shame because it
would be more beneficial if others could
make different parts and invest their
money in the many parts no longer
available to Mini owners. 
When comparing prices note that many
competitors use ‘genuine’ part numbers
for spurious parts. Mini Spares do not.
All their part numbers are unique and the
intellectual property of either Mini Spares
Ltd or Rover/X parts licensees.
Minispares only use Original Genuine
part numbers for parts that originate
from the original supplier to Rover
unless the manufacturer is obsolete .
As the world’s leading supplier they try
to remanufacture parts to original
specifications or better from drawings
and use the original part number.
Otherwise, all part numbers use a ‘MS’
suffix or prefix  to indicate a cheaper
alternative or non genuine part. Pattern
parts are often supplied by their
competitors under the original genuine
part number.
On like for like part comparisons  it is
rare to find any advertiser selling
comparative parts cheaper unless totally
inferior in quality.

You have the peace of mind when you
buy from Mini Spares that you are
getting the correct quality part - either
a Genuine part or a properly identified,
quality reproduction part - and the
prices are most competitive too!
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

August magazine – 1st July
September magazine – 1st August
October magazine – 1st September

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
0045 9133 3068 
Competitions@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
The Beeches, Kiln Way, Grayshott, Hants. GU26 6JF 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Position vacant

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister
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Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against 
a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means 
accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may 
be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the 
public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices 
of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 
membership - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
When you receive this issue of 

CooperWorld our National Mini 
day at Beaulieu will have been and 
gone all too quickly for another year. 
Hopefully, the weather was kind to us 
on the day of the show and those of us 
who attended it had an interesting and 
enjoyable day. We shall have reports 
on the show in next month’s issue 
which will form the main feature of the 
August edition of CooperWorld as in 
previous years.

Now turning to what we have in this issue of CooperWorld and 
Peter Laidler has submitted a really interesting and in depth article 
relating purely to Hydrolastic suspension Helper springs. Not a 
topic, on the face of it, which you might think there would much 
to say about but, because Peter has researched the subject matter 
so comprehensively, he has discovered quite a bit of interesting 
information about the springs. So, if you want to learn what he has 
discovered then I would urge you to read his article which you will 
find on page 30. If writing one article isn’t enough for most people 
then Peter Laidler has surpassed himself by also writing a letter 
giving an insight into the life and work of Terry Mitchell a former 
Chief Engineer who used to work at the MG factory in Abingdon 
during the heyday of the Competitions Department and Special 
Tuning thereafter. You will find Peter’s letter in the letters section 
of the magazine.

Then one of our regular contributors, Robert Clayson, has written 
an article on an event called the Tour Auto Optic 2000. This event, 

sponsored by a French Opticians company, is run in France to 
celebrate the original Tour de France Automobile rally which ran 
from 1899 right up until 1986.  Apparently, the event consists of 
competitive elements both on race tracks and special rally stages. As 
always, Robert has accompanied his article with a number of great 
photos of some of the cars that took part in this event. You can find 
Robert’s article in the events section of the magazine.

I know I seem to plug Peter Barker’s ‘interview with…’ articles 
most months but I have to say that I really do find them so 
interesting. I think it is because you actually get to ‘hear’ the 
personal reminiscences of the interviewees through their own 
words. This month’s interviewee is Mike Wood, one of the top rally 
navigator’s of his day, and I am pleased to say that we have an added 
bonus this month in that Mike has very kindly agreed to allow us to 
print, only in CooperWorld, the photos he has provided from his 
personal collection to accompany Peter’s article. Thank you very 
much for doing that Mike it’s really appreciated.

Finally, this month we have no less than four cars up for sale in 
the for sale and wanted section at the back of the magazine, as 
well as some interesting parts for sale adverts (not to mention 
a couple of cars wanted ones too). Have a look at them if you 
haven’t already.

Paul Sulma 



I was delighted to drive. It is in truth, being a R56, easier to drive than 
our R53 and although I love the supercharger on our R53, the turbo R56 
although less exciting, does come with a much nicer clutch and gearbox 
than the R53. Lesley has no plans to dispose of her R53 (we keep our 
cars for years!) but I do feel the R56 is a nicer and easier car to drive 
and the car drove so nicely with ‘normal’ tyres rather than horrible run 
flats rattling your fillings. 

Despite rather disappointing weather, we came back very pleased that 
a great route had been devised – I thought we should perhaps rename 
it ‘the run of a thousand hairpins’. I’m sure everyone will enjoy the 
route and once again, it left me with the pleasure of driving over superb 
quality roads with not a pot-hole in sight. The French must use million 
and millions of tons of tarmac each and every year maintaining their 
roads – something we just no longer do in the UK. It was not unusual, 
in tiny remote roads high up in the Alps, to find beautiful smooth 
new tarmac laid. I wonder when we leave the EU, all that money we 
will supposedly be saving, if any of it find its way to maintaining our 
atrocious roads – I somehow doubt it!

In closing, unless you have been living under a stone for the last 
few months, you will have been aware that the new General Data 

Protection Regulations (GDPR) came into effect in the UK on 25th May 
and with that, a great raft of rules and regulations that all organisations 
have to comply with regarding the storing and use of personal date. As 
an ironic aside this doesn’t apply to Government Agencies who can still 
do just what they like with all the information they gather on us (which 
includes of course the DVLA).

The new GDPR in itself has spawned an entire new industry, 
with almost every business of any size, now employing so called 

experts and consultants in all things GDPR who earn well off the 
back of this new legislation. We at the MCR are not immune from 
the outreach of these regulations, despite my personal views, we are 
obliged to comply. To that end we have had over the last six months 
assigned three of your Committee to investigate and implement 
the steps we need to take to comply with GDPR. The end result of 
which is that we, along with most everyone else, have updated our 
privacy policy concerning data and I can assure every member that 
your data which we store, is both securely stored and will never be 
disclosed to any third party - and that we now comply fully with the 
new GDPR. Amen to that!

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

By the time this copy of CooperWorld 
lands on your doormat our National 

Day at Beaulieu will be just a distant 
memory but I hope a good memory all 
the same. The amount of work that goes 
into running our National Day cannot 
be overstated and, once again, we are 
all indebted to Tony Salter for making all 
this happen, almost single handed. Tony 
does have a number of willing helpers 
on the day and without them the day 
simply would not happen. I’m afraid yet 
again to tell you that this will be Tony’s 

last Beaulieu, as he’s being say that for the last few years – but in the 
absence of anyone else stepping up to run the show - Tony soldiers 
manfully on, rather than walking away and letting all of his previous hard 
work go to nothing. So, once again thank you Tony – and will someone 
please step forward to take over the reins for next year – he needs a 
well earned rest.

I’m happy to report that the new Club Shop, now run in-house by 
Justin and Annmarie Ridyard, is going great guns. We have had two 

false starts trying to use outside companies and have been disappointed 
on both occasions. With Justin’s drive and Annie’s sales ability, I’m sure 
the success will continue. They have put the Club Shop into another 
league in no time at all. They have introduced new attractive lines at 
very reasonable prices and of good quality with the added attraction 
that most of the clothing on offer can be personalised at no extra cost. 
They are also, for the first time, able to offer clothing specially cut for 
ladies fit. They will of course continue to offer our car covers, which 
have just come back into stock. A new line of much improved grille 
badges are also soon to be on offer on the website. I am personally 
very pleased that at last the Club Shop looks like it is an enterprise now 
worth continuing with. I know club members like to have MCR regalia 
but it was, despite our best efforts, becoming difficult to justify on a 
sound financial basis. So do make a visit to the Club Shop. Go to www.
minicooper.org and click the link to the Club Shop to find the new range 
of regalia on sale.

The Minis to the Alps in September has a full entry and a few hopeful 
reserves and having just returned with Peter Moss from a full recce, 

I can confirm Peter has pulled together a superb route, which offers 
both lovely scenery and superb driving roads. Peter and I completed 
our recee during mid May in his newly acquired 2011 Cooper S, which 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during May

NEW MEMBERS

Martyn Jones, Ashtead, Surrey

Hiro Shimizu, Welwyn, Herts

Colin Young, Tunbridge Wells, Kent

Robert & Barbara Smedley, Norwich, Norfolk

Andy Douglas, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire

Peter & Karen Eberhard, Reigate, Surrey

Wayne & Karina Hazeldine, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire 

Martin Casey, West Kirby, Wirral

Thomas Maeder, Villingen-Schwenningen, Germany

Niki Halls & Maxine, Beach, Wickford, Essex

Steve Miner, Harrogate, North Yorkshire

Matthew Dale, Stoke on trent, Staffordshire 

Jon & Sarah Middleton, Tenterden, Kent

Mustafa Djelal, Camberley, Surrey

James Adams, Newcastle upon Tyne, Tyne and Wear

Leonard Fiddimore, Longfield Kent

Peter de Rooij, Hardinxveld-Giessendam, Zuid-holland, Netherlands

Mario Abreu, Lousa, Loures, Portugal

Mark Richardson, Bexhil, East Sussex



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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the attraction visit for driver and navigator. Don’t miss out spaces 
are limited. 

I was contacted by a lovely gentleman within the club to ask if anyone 
would like to join him as a co-driver on the 2018 Italian Job, can be 
male or female, preferably 30+ years old and a cleanish driving licence. 
The event is at the end of October touring Europe. No navigational 
experience needed, preferably must know left from right. Please email 
me on events@minicooper.org for further details. 

Looking forward now to Minis to the Alps! Don’t forget your Polo’s for 
all the club’s road runs are available in the club shop - I do like to make 
sure everyone looks the part for these events. ;-)

That’s all for now! 

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

The events season is well and truly 
underway, so make sure you contact 

your regional organisers and let them 
know which events you would like to 
attend. They do a fantastic job and it helps 
them to get things arranged if they know 
that you wish to join in.

The IMM is going to be held in Bristol 
in 2019, book your tickets when 

available at the early bird rate and then 
let us know. We will book a large club 
area. It promises to be a good social 
weekend and the club’s ‘Works rocker 
box’ cover will be making an appearance 

in the rocker box racing. We are also planning another factory tour of 
some description and hopefully something special for Mini 60 at the 
Goodwood Revival. Watch this space!

The Thames Valley Region will be holding The Thames Valley Tour on 
the 15th July. Please contact Clive Brooks on brooks.c2@sky.com if you 
are interested in going along.

We have dates for the three Mini festivals, Brands Hatch 25th and 26th 
August, Oulton Park, 21st July and Snetterton 12th and 13th May. We 
will have a club stand hosted by the Kent Region at Brands Hatch and 
tickets are available from http://www.mini-festival.co.uk/. Tickets for 
Brands are available at a reduced rate if you select Mini Cooper Register 
in the dropdown. Also let me know so I know to expect you! 
 
The Ham Sandwich Run for 2018 will be on Sunday 19th August and 
registration is now open. It will be £30 per car including entry to 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to 
renew your membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with 
your renewal notification, if you have not 

already signed up to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about 

renewing in the future as this will be 
done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but 
you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS

We need a young member of the club 
to take on this important role to 

support, encourage and nurture younger 
members of the MCR as we recognised 

that they are the future of the club.
 

This is also a committee post and 
meetings take place five times a year.

 

If you think you might be able to 
fulfil this role then please contact the 

chairman Robert Young.

Vacancy
Youth Co-ordinator
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key 

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand.

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance.

July 2018

Event: Minis Wipers  
Date: 7th-8th July 
Location: Ypres Belgium 
Contact: Justin Ridyard events@minicooper.org

Event: Minis on the Rec 
Date: 8th July 
Location: Adur Rec Shoreham BN43 5LT 
Contact: www.brightonminiclub.co.uk

Event: Classic Le Mans 
Date: 6th - 7th – 8th July 
Location: Le Mans, France  
Contact: http://www.lemansclassic.com/language/
en/home/

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 12th – 15th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Thames Valley Tour 
Date: 15th July 2018 
Location: Hook, Hampshire 
Contact: brooks.c2@sky.com

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: NO EVENT FOR 2018 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 20th -22nd July  
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - SC_15@icloud.com 

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 21st July 
Location: Oulton Park  
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Bristol Motor Club Family Day  
Date: 29th July 
Location: Castle Combe  
Contact: http://bristolmc.org.uk/

August 2018

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 3rd-5th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: 4th-5th August 
Location: Westbrook Farm Touring Park, Harp Rd, 
Brent Knoll, Highbridge TA9 4HQ 
Contact: http://www.utmm.co.uk/new/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 4th and 5th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car.  
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/
nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 12th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: GRAHAM ROBINSON  
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 19th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 25th – 26th August 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

September 2018

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble 
Date: 1st - 2nd September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 7th-9th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 16th – 17th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: TBC

Event: Minis to the Alps  
Date: 15th – 22nd September  
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young - 
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 22nd September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 23rd September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Mini Action Day 2018

Date: 29th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 30th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2018

November 2018

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 9th 11th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

January 2019

Event: Mini Cooper Register Hinton Firs 
Weekend 
Date: 25th to 29th January 
Location: Bournemouth  
Contact: Josh Bromage j-bromage@outlook.com

EVENTS

0843 453 9000  MINI-FESTIVAL.CO.UK
*Advance tickets available until midday  Thursday 10 May. Postage fee applies. 

Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

ONLINE* TICKETS FROM £20   KIDS UNDER 13 FREE

SPECIAL

DISCOUNTS

AVAILABLE FOR MINI 

OWNERS AND CLUBS

See website for details

  VARIETY OF MINI RACING    TRADE VILLAGE    HEINEKEN LIVE MUSIC STAGE  
  YOUNGDRIVE TASTER SESSIONS    MINI CLUB STANDS AND DISPLAYS 
  ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND    FUNFAIR PLUS MORE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

Brought

 

to

 

you

 

by
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Tour Auto 2018 - 23rd to 28th April 
By Robert Clayson

EVENTS
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Tour Auto is run to celebrate the original Tour de France Automobile 
which ran from 1899 to 1986. The current event is run very much 

in the style of the original event although not quite such a marathon as 
it was in the day. 

Tour Auto 2018 or Tour Auto Optic 2000 to give the event its full title, 
and its name is owed to Optic 2000 a large chain of opticians in France 
which sponsors the event. This link to opticians brings the event to a 
wider public as any town or city on the route which has one of their 
branches, is adorned with unmissable banners, barriers and often a 
commentary and displays by local car clubs.

2018 was the 27th running of the event. It always starts in Paris and 
ends at a different location usually on the south coast. This year was no 
exception with the crews heading down the eastern side of country to 

finish at Nice. Overnight halts were in Besancon, Megeve, Avignon and 
Aix-en-Provence.
Overall winners are decided by competitive elements at a number 
of race tracks and by special stages. The massive entry of nearly 
275 cars is split into competitive and regularity, with about 3/5th 
in the Competition Group. The earliest car taking part was a 1951 
Jaguar XK120 and the newest a 1980 Ferrari 308GTB. Cars ranged 
from the humble Fiat 600 and Citroen 2CV through to Ferrari 250 
GTO’s.  Cars were both in standard spec right through to fully 
competition prepared.

The date of the event is known well in advance, but it does tend to 
move around the month of April due to Easter. Then some six months 
or so before the event the overnight halts are announced along with 
the final destination. Three weeks before the start, the whole route 

Five of the six Mini entries

Queuing with a Healey to get into the Grand Palais



is published detailing the towns and villages along the way along with 
road numbers and the time of the first car. With the number of cars 
taking part it takes in excess of 3 hours for the field to go through 
along with official cars; the two zero cars (BMW’s) driven by Ari 
Vatanen and Francois Chatriot, sponsors, partners cars and service 
vans. The detail of the location of the special stages is only published 
the evening before they are run. One can guess roughly where they 
are from the breaks in the previously published schedule.

There’s lots of activity in Paris before the official start bright and early 
on Tuesday morning. All day Monday the cars are on display in the 
Grand Palais, a magnificent glass roofed building just off the Champs-
Elysees. Here scrutineering, registration and final preparation is also 
carried out. To get all the cars into the Grand Palais they arrive on 
Sunday afternoon. Some arrive in transporters, some are trailered, 
and the remainder are driven. But it is safe to say there are millions of 
pounds worth of cars scattered around the side streets waiting to be 
given access to the building. 

EVENTS
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Guillaume and Augustin Brajeux 
pushing hard in their Mini Cooper

Guillaume and Augustin Brajeux

Minis parked with bonnets up for servicing



As well as seeing the cars through I also wanted to take a few 
pictures. Having followed the event for a number of years, 
experience has shown that finding a spot to view on the road 
sections gives me the flexibility to move around and get a variety 
of backdrops, whereas on a stage or race circuit you have limited 
room to move.

Tour Auto officially started on Tuesday with the cars leaving the 
Grand Palais at six o’clock in the morning to head to the Chateau de 
Courances for the official start. We only tend to visit one location 
each day, so on Tuesday morning we were about 15 miles south west 
of Auxerre. Once past us they would head to the circuit at Dijon for 
the first of the races and it was then on to Besancon for the first of 
the overnight stops.

On Wednesday the cars left Besancon to head for Megeve via the race 
track at Bresse. This leg would start to see more challenging roads in 

areas where snow still remains on the side of the road. We would join 
the route near Lons-le-Saunier having found an excellent location for 
taking varied pictures.

The following day would take the entry from Megeve via the race track 
at Ledenon and onto Avignon. We picked up the route on the Col de 
Menee and drove to the summit, but photo opportunities were limited 
so we headed back down a little way and parked up.

The cars don’t come through in the same order every day. As 
I mentioned earlier, the entry is split between competition and 
regularity, it is further divided into ‘Plateau’ – three for the 
competition cars and two for the regularity class. All the Minis ran in 
the first of the three competition groups. These also form the basis 
of the circuit races as well. For the first three days the competition 
cars run first on the road and the remaining two days the regularity 
cars run first.

EVENTS
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Stephen Larsy and Marc-Edouard Eymeri

Minis on route in a two car convoyFinal tinkering
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EVENTS

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270 

Peter Best Insurance Services Limited, 180 High Street,  
Kelvedon, Essex CO5 9JD

classic car 
insurance

PBIS specialises in classic car  
insurance, as well as insurance for 
other collectable classic vehicles.

We have been arranging insurance  
for your classics for over 30 years, so 

we know what is important to you.
 

Most of our classic policies include 
free agreed valuations, roadside  
assistance and recovery within  

UK/EU, limited mileage options and  
discounts for multiple car ownership.

visit: www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk 
email: info@classiccarinsurance.co.uk 

01376 574000
call now for an instant quote

ask us today about our 
classic car and bike  

insurance cover.

0342 PBIS Classic Mini Advert 297x105mm_Art.indd   1 13/10/2017   15:18

Trade Supporter
2018

On Friday morning the crews set off from Avignon to head to Aix-
en-Provence with a circuit race at Paul Ricard. We had stayed the 
night in a town called Sault where the route came through. Having 
plotted the route they would be using at home I use Google Street 
View to help find where we might stop. I found a chateau which was 
very close to the road, somewhere good to park. Searching for the 
Chateau Javon revealed it was in an almost rundown condition but 
still lived in and was indeed very close to the road. Whilst we were 
there several other photographers stopped having the same idea as I 
had! I got chatting with one of them and it turned out he followed my 
pictures on Instagram!

The final day took the cars from Aix to Nice but there were no 
circuit races on this day. However, the competitors had to tackle 
three special stages, the final one being over the Turini. This area of 
France is quite heavily populated and finding a decent location can be 
a bit challenging. Once the entry had been through we headed into 
Nice and checked into our hotel. We had some free time for a spot 
of sightseeing before the cars were due to arrive back in the main 
square for the finish.

A great week, good weather stunning cars and marvellous Minis!

Mini Entries Tour Auto 2018

Number Driver Co-Driver Car Year

158 Stephen 
Larsy

Marc-
Edouard 
Eymeri

Morris 
Cooper S 
Mk1 

1964

168 Philippe 
Belin

Dominque 
Rosello

Austin 
Cooper S

1968

174 Bernard 
Queyroix

Francoise 
Queyroix

Morris 
Cooper S 
Mk1

1965

175 Georges 
Rocchietta

Frederic 
Lorenzi

Morris 
Cooper S 
Mk1

1966

182 Christophe 
Thiboult

Guy Paillon Morris 
Cooper S 
Mk11

1969

183 Guillaume 
Brajeux

Augustin 
Brajeux

Morris 
Cooper S 
Mk1

1964

Robert Clayson 

Christophe Thiboult and Guy Paillon



Amanda and Alex’s wedding
By Robert Young

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

It was with hearty congratulations that several 
MCR invited guests shared club members 

Amanda Fisher and Alex Warrington’s wedding 
at the end of May. Assembled at St Mary’s 
Church in Blenchingly, it was nice to see fellow 
MCR members dressed smartly in suit and ties 
and posh frocks, male and female respectively 
of course.

Amanda, in fine style, arrived in her father’s 
Mini Monte Carlo. Glenn had spruced the car 
up to perfection (well it was probably Alex 
who did that) and as Alex waited at the altar, 
Amanda punctual as ever, did not turn up 
late and looked simply stunning in a fabulous 
dress. Alex for all of his usual self confidence 
looked nervous with anticipation. 

The ceremony was lovely, conducted by a 
very modern thinking female vicar and then it 
was time for the many photos demanded of 
such occasions. To say that the photographer 
dominated the proceedings would be an 
understatement, but with such an attractive 
happy couple, it was easy to forgive the many 
poses he asked the happy couple to perform.  

Then it was off to the wedding reception, 
where Amanda and Alex arrived in her lovely 
rebuilt Mini 30. Less we forgot this was the 
car that Amanda rolled on the 2015 Minis 
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to Ireland run – she having the distinction of 
being the only person ever to perform such a 
feat on one of the club’s annual events. The 
venue was at the beautifully decorated Lloyd 
Hall at Outwood a few miles down the road. 
The lengths and detail that Amanda had gone 
to, with a Disney theme running throughout 
the proceedings, was a credit to her and her 
skill in designing such beautiful table settings. 
It should be remembered that Amanda and 
Alex became engaged on their visit to Disney 
World last year so it holds a special place in 
their hearts.

The meal was superb, as were the speeches 
and Amanda, bless her, even gave a speech 
herself. Soon it was time for evening guests 
to arrive and more MCR faces appeared. The 
band was brilliant and as the drink flowed the 
dancing and the party fun really got going. 
The disco, once the band had finished was 
brilliant. All too soon however the party was 
over and guests departed, many the worse 
for drink, to their beds.  

The next morning, bravely, Amanda and Alex 
had invited all the guests, who had stayed over, 
to Glenn and Caroline’s house for coffee and 
wedding cake. Many were nursing hangovers 
but a trip around Glenn’s garage to talk about 
his cars and their beautiful garden, saw the 
hangovers lifting.

The happy couple continued their Disney 
experience by setting off on their honeymoon 
a few days later to Las Vegas, Disneyland in 
California and finishing up in Disney World in 
Florida. It only leaves me to wish Mr & Mrs 
Warrington all the happiness in the world. 

Robert Young

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES
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I am again offering my services ably supported by the 
Warwickshire Region to organise our usual brilliant stand 
at Stanford Hall MiniFest on 23rd September.

It will be on a first come first served basis for what will 
again be a marvellous midlands show. The advance ticket 
price of £8 for exhibitors will be available up to Monday 
September 3rd and will include a display pass for one car.

Please contact me initially so that I can log who is interested 
and with what Mini/MINI variant you will be displaying. I will 
then email or post out a pro-forma to fill out and return to 
me with a stamped addressed envelope along with a cheque 
for £8 made out to the Mini Cooper Register.

My address is: Mr J Filor, 199 Grange Drive,Melton 
Mowbray, Leicestershire, LE13 1EL.
Phone number: 01664566614.  
Email: jfilor@talktalk.net

FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.
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Mike Wood
By Peter Barker

Mike Wood from Burnley in Lancashire started his competition career 
in 1954 as a navigator in a wide assortment of rally cars from Fiats to 

Fords. He went on to become one of the most experienced navigators of the 
Works Minis. This article is based upon an interview for MiniWorld magazine 
in 2001 in which Mike gave me the benefit of his highly accurate memory.

“I did many events in a Triumph TR2 with John Waddington who was one of 
the best drivers of his day. I won the BTRDA Gold Star series (the forerunner 
of the RAC National Rally Championship) for two years running and was 
awarded the Autosport Navigator’s Trophy. Only three people ever won this 
trophy: Geoff Dixon in 1954, I in 1955 and ’56, and Stuart Turner in 1957, ’58 
and ’59. Stuart persuaded the organisers to let him keep the trophy as he’d 
won it three times in a row. He still has the trophy on display at his home!”

Mike got to know Stuart Turner pretty well as they spent time battling it 
out on rallies around the country and they were both in demand by the 
best drivers. Little did either of them know what excellent training this 
was for what was to come.

“I did my first international rally, the 1955 Tulip Rally, in a Works-
supported Ford Zephyr and the 1958 Monte in a Triumph TR3A. A young 
Irishman called Paddy Hopkirk was also in the Triumph team. Neither 
of us finished the rally due to very bad weather that year. By the early 
1960s I had some international rallying experience under my belt and was 
offered the occasional drive as a BMC Works-supported entry, but I was 
not yet a full member of the Works team. When Stuart Turner took over 
as Competitions Manager at BMC in 1962, I was invited to do the 1963 
Alpine Rally co-driving Timo Makinen in an Austin Healey 3000. Stuart 
gave me one hour’s notice! Timo spoke little English and despite the fact 
that my wife was just about to give birth to our son Christopher, I took 
the opportunity and went. It was amazing. Although we had done no 
recce at all we were in the top five until a wheel broke and that was that. 

Timo was an absolutely fantastic driver and I got on with him fine but he 
moved on to other co-drivers before settling with Paul Easter.”

Mike’s first Mini experience was in a private Mini Cooper on the 1962 
RAC Rally. Early the following year he was on the Monte again this time 
with garage owner Geoff Mabbs in his Works-supported Mini Cooper. 
The winter of 1962/63 was one of the coldest of the 20th century in 
Europe and it hit the Monte competitors hard. Mike takes up the story.

“We started from Paris and were given a start number of 18. I remember 
saying to Geoff that with such a low start number we could well be the first 
on the road by the time we reached Monte Carlo. The really tough bit of 
the event was from Chambery to Monte Carlo – 18 hours of flat out stages 
in appalling winter weather. We passed car after car until we were all alone 
on the road. When we got to La Turbie, just outside Monaco, there were 
two policemen on motorbikes waiting to greet us. They escorted us at high 
speed onto the promenade where Louis Chiron, past winner of both the 
Monaco Grand Prix and the Monte Carlo Rally, waved the chequered flag 
as we crossed the finishing line. As I had predicted, we were first over the 
line but we didn’t actually win the rally. We finished 18th overall and won 
a prize for best private entry. On the way home the engine blew up so we 
knew that we’d given it all that we had!”

Mike teamed up with Geoff again for the 1964 Tulip Rally but things didn’t go 
so well: “We were using BMC route notes produced by Tony Ambrose which 
were excellent, and we were given Timo’s pace notes for the stages. To begin 
with we couldn’t make sense of them, but when we came to a hillclimb at La 
Roche they suddenly began to work. We were going really well, much faster 
than before – until we came to a fast right hander which was very wet and 
slippery. We shot straight off the road and down a big drop amongst some 
trees. When we climbed out of the wrecked car we could hear cheering and 
clapping. It was the spectators applauding us for such a spectacular accident.”

Although he was now active on the international rally scene, Mike still found 
time to take part in national rallies with his boss at Tillotson’s of Burnley, 
Geoff Halliwell. They acted as a mobile testbed for BMC’s latest innovations 
including early varieties of the limited slip differential which Stuart Turner 
was keen to test on a rally car. Mike also co-drove for local driver John 
Wadsworth and they were made a once in a lifetime offer by Stuart Turner.

“John had done well on the 1964 Tour de France and he was offered the 
chance to do the Spa-Sofia-Liege Rally in a Works Mini if he helped with 
the recce. No one had ever got a Mini to the end of the Liege which 
was a 96 hour road race run from Liege but officially starting from Spa 
in Belgium to Sofia in Bulgaria and back to Liege. There was one hour’s 
break in four days and nights of rallying over some of the toughest roads 
in Europe. Stuart said that BMC was there to support the Works Austin 
Healeys which had a good chance of winning, so they decided not to 
carry spares for the Mini, just tyres and fuel. It was sheer hell.

Having driven through Germany and over the highest passes in the Alps we 
got to Sophia in a complete state of exhaustion. The sumpguard kept falling 

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

John Wadsworth and Mike Wood with their Works 
BMC Mini Cooper before the Spa-Sofia-Liege Rally

On the start ramp with Basil Wales (BMC Special Tuning manager) Tony Fall and Mike Wood with their Works BMC Cooper



Mini Cooper Register | 23

Mike carried on as a professional co-driver sitting alongside Tony Fall 
and driving for Lancia, BMW, Datsun, Peugeot and Porsche before 
retiring at the end of 1973. But in 1998 he and Tony Fall had a suitable 
postscript to their Mini rallying career.

‘We were invited to take part in the Mini Monte, a mildly competitive 
Mini event run over some of the old Monte stages. We ran at number 
1 but didn’t take it all that seriously until we found ourselves winning. I 
asked Tony if we should pull back and let someone else win the event, 
but he said that he didn’t win too many rallies these days. So we carried 
on and won it. It’s the only ‘Monte’ I have ever won.’

Mike has strong views on rallying and how it has developed since he retired.

‘Rallies in my day actually went somewhere. I don’t think rally crews 
today would understand the challenge of the Liege or a similar event. 
Compared to the World Championship events of today our rallies were 
hard, endurance events. These days they won’t even drive at night!’

© Peter Barker 2018

Copy rights for all photographs in this article 
are strictly held by Mike Wood

off due to the rough roads and we were near to being excluded because 
we couldn’t keep up enough speed. John was just about all in. I told him to 
go and clock in at the control and tell them that we were going to retire. 
He came back in tears saying that the organisers had given us an extra two 
hours to complete the course as we had been re-routed in Yugoslavia. We 
couldn’t retire and we just had to keep going.

The car went slower and slower as he became more and more exhausted 
until we were doing about 20mph. I took over from John for a few miles 
and he had some sleep which revitalized him. We carried on back over 
the Alps and at the bottom of the Stelvio Pass we met Stuart Turner and 
Chief Mechanic Doug Watts who were pretty amazed to see us still going. 
They followed us back to the finish which was good as we had a dodgy 
driveshaft coupling which finally collapsed just outside Ulm in Germany. We 
tipped the Mini on its side, which didn’t impress the German police much, 
and replaced the driveshaft with a new one that Doug Watts was carrying 
somehow despite having been told not to do so. With Stuart and Doug in 
tow we finished in 20th place and were treated like heroes for making it all 
the way in a Mini. We were the only crew ever to complete the Spa-Sofia-
Liege Rally in a Mini, which is an achievement of which I am still proud.”

The following year Mike teamed up with fellow northerner Tony Fall. 
Tony was an up and coming talent but rather prone to accidents. In fact 
he was known as ‘Crasher’ Fall. Perhaps an older and wiser co-driver 
could keep him on the road?

“When the regulations for the 1965 Alpine Rally came out it was clear 
that a 1275 Cooper S could do well. Stuart persuaded Appleyards of 
Leeds (where Tony worked as a salesman) to lend him their one and only 
demonstrator to compete in the rally. It was a semi-Works drive, supported 
by BMC but officially a private entry. Tony had never driven on the right 
hand side of the road before so I had to talk him through every stage to 
keep him going. We did it and won one of six Coupes des Alpes that year.

I also did the RAC Rally in a Works Cooper S with Jorma Lusenius – 
another up and coming driver. Although he spoke no English we came 
sixth overall and won our class.”

1966 was Mike and Tony’s big year. They were both given permanent 
places on the team and Mike left his job to become professional half 
way through that year. They had some good results.

“We started the year with the Austrian Alpine Rally for which we 
did our first proper recce. Sadly, we crashed out of that one but the 
Scottish Rally, our next event, was much better. We were supported 
by Special Tuning as the Competitions Department mechanics were 
on another event. We won the rally which gave Tony and I our first 
international win. The Alpine Rally was another non-finish due to 
mechanical problems. The RAC Rally went well at first with Tony 
neck and neck with Bengt Soderstrom in a Ford. On the last night 
we misread the road and went off down a firebreak. That cost us 15 
minutes and dropped us to 5th which was very disappointing.

For the 1967 Monte Simo Lampinen was my driver as Tony was doing the 
event in an MGB. We burst a tyre on the Monte Ventoux stage but kept 
going. The tyre disintegrated and the Minilite wheel was worn down to the 
hub so we changed them after the stage and put the remains in the boot. 
When we got to Monte Carlo the scrutineers gave us a penalty – they said 
we weren’t carrying the regulation number of marked wheels (that year 
it was eight). I showed them the remains of the eighth wheel but they still 
penalized us as they said it was incomplete! We got the penalty removed 
eventually and came 15th but what a performance to go through.

I did the Rally of the Flowers (San Remo Rally) with Tony and came 4th, and 
the Tulip Rally with Julien Vernaeve in his Works supported car and came 
5th. We also won the manufacturer’s team prize with Timo and Rauno.”

1968 was the last complete year of the Works Minis in rallying and Mike 
had a couple of good results to conclude his Mini campaigns.

“The 1968 Monte was unusually dry with little snow. Porsche had 
developed the 911 to winning standard by this time and the best the 
Minis could do was third, fourth and fifth overall. Tony and I were 
fourth behind Rauno but it was still a good result for a car at the end of 
its competitive life. Julien Vernaeve and I did the Tulip Rally again and 
were third, beaten by the new Twin Cam Escorts. That was my last 
Works Mini drive and I have very happy memories of the event.”

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

Gulf London Rally. The Fall and Wood damaged Works Mini

1968 Tulip Rally. Julien Vernaeve and Mike Wood with 
their Works Mini and Mike’s last drive in a Works Mini

Mini Weekend at Abingdon 2017 and Mike Wood 
reunited with the last Works Mini in which he navigated
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Check for tyre valve stem failure 

On my last regular tyre pressure check I noticed that the base of the 
two valves on the rear of my Saab had big cracks showing near the 
base of the wheel rim where the stem exits the rim. The mileage 
since fitting is 17,000 and they were new at the last tyre change in 
October 2015. I would have expected them to last the life of the tyre 
but they were so close to failure.

An on line search shows that this is a known problem with some 
aftermarket valves. They have been replaced by the supplier who 
cannot identify the source of the defective valves. Well worth a look 
at your car’s valves in case you come across the same safety issue on 
your car.
 
Rod Chilcot

Terry Mitchell 

The mention of the name Terry Mitchell by Peter Barker in the 
June issue of CooperWorld, (page 24), brought back some happy 
and sad memories of the great man. I had known Terry; the Chief 
Engineer at the MG Works in Abingdon for many years at both 
MG and into his retirement. Terry was also the ‘go-to’ technical 
man utilised by the Comps Department and later by Special 
Tuning. He was known to his peers there as ‘the alphabet man.’ 
This was because Terry had only ever worked for 3 employers in 
his working life, each known by their initials. His first employer, 
where he worked as an apprentice, was GWR or Great Western 
Railways until his apprenticeship ended and he was called up 
into the RAF (initials again) in 1941 as, naturally enough, a 
flight engineer. After being de-mobed in 1947, he returned to 
peacetime UK and being an Abingdon lad, and with the MG car 
factory 4 miles away looking for engineers, that’s where he went. 
Hence the reference to alphabet man!
 
It was a sad day a few years ago when Terry’s daughter Heather 
phoned me to say that he’d passed on to a greater place. We’d 
been expecting it and so had Terry. But then I had a thought. 
By then I was back in the Army as a Technical Officer so wrote 
a short note to the local RAF Station Commander mentioning 
Terry’s wartime role in the RAF and mentioned that if he’d ever 
had an MGB or C, then Terry was responsible for much of its 
undercarriage too! Could they represent the RAF at his funeral 

I asked? His response was positive, with words to the effect 
“what sort of representation are you thinking about”? I answered, 
cheekily “Well Sir, I was thinking more along the lines of a more, 
er… air-borne representation”. “Mmmmmmmm…” he replied 
followed by “leave it to me and I’ll phone you back in 10 minutes. 
We always look after our own”.
Those words rung in my ears. WE ALWAYS LOOK AFTER OUR OWN 
 
10 minutes later with a map on my lap and grid references 
hastily scribbled down he phoned back. “Look” he said, after 
I’d given him the timings and exact map reference of the church 
where Terry was to be laid to rest, “By pure chance, we have an 
aircraft on a low flying training mission that is flying directly over 
the church at exactly half past ten that very morning. I dare say 
that this might fit in with your request and our moral obligation. 
Will that do”? Then he added that this must be and remain a 
matter between the two Officers, he and I and the air crew and 
no one else. It was a training mission and any coincidences were 
just that, pure good fortune coincidences. And when the RAF 
say that they will fly over at 10:30, they mean 10:30. Not 10:29 
or 10:31!
 
On the day of Terry’s funeral, I got the Padre and daughter 
Heather aside and told them that the RAF were to pay their 
respects to this much loved, respected and regarded man at 
10:30. I was not to answer any questions and didn’t. At about 
10:25, during the church service in Terry’s presence, the Padre 
announced that a little bird had told him that the RAF were paying 
their respects to Terry, and it would be in our interest to gather 
outside. We didn’t have to wait for long before we could hear the 
deep chomp, chomp, chomp noise from the direction of the old 
RAF Abingdon airfield close to the church. Then it emerged, VERY 
low, just crossing the trees it came into view - a Merlin helicopter. 
From under the belly on a weighted rope flew the RAF flag. The 
Merlin paused for a second directly above our heads, dipped its 
nose, lifted it and flew off to, presumably, continue its 'training 
mission'. Yes, they certainly look after their own.

Terry would have smiled at that, after all, he'd worked on a few Rolls 
Royce Merlin engines in his time.
 
Rest a while Terry. The RAF always look after their own.

Peter Laidler

LETTERS

Brian Culcheth is patron to the show and is looking for a collection of rally
cars for this year’s event. Historic rally cars are of interest and, of course,
Ex-Works cars in particular. To see a preview last year’s show go to:
www.classicsatthecastle.co.uk

If you would like to take part please contact Brian for further details:
Tel: 01643 863275 Mobile: 07837185254 Email: bculcheth@aol.com

The Sherborne  
Classic Car Show, Dorset 
Sunday 15th July 2018
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I've covered Phillip Island Classic a couple of times in this 
column, but I've never covered Historic Winton before. It is 

run by the Austin Seven Club and held for the 42nd time over 
the weekend of 26th & 27th May, making it Australia's longest 
running all-historic meeting for cars and motorcycles. 

In Australia, the 1st June is the official start of our winter, so 
you can imagine by the last weekend in May when HW is 
traditionally run, it can be bordering on weather which is a bit 
hit and miss. This year however, there were two stunning days 
which the weather God sent to the North-Eastern Victorian 
country race circuit, to bring thousands of old car and bike 
people together for a chance to get away and enjoy some 
camaraderie, motor racing, and maybe a few celebratory 
drinks (after racing of course) and a bit of tall tale telling from 
all over Australia. 

This meeting really does embrace the old Aussie ingenuity of 
car and motorcycle enthusiasts from years gone by. When they 
would cobble something together to race for a bit of fun and 
as was so often the case, cobble together somewhere to race 
as well. Often economics meant ‘off the shelf’ racing machines 
weren't on the agenda and local car club enthusiasts could gain 
access to a bit of local land without too much politics. This is 
how so many little circuits sprung up in Victoria’s North-East, 
certainly so for Winton. But it’s one of the success stories, 
other circuits came and went.

For a circuit to become a success they needed decent grids 
and leadership. So something that might have started life as 
a humble Austin Seven, MG TC, Ford V8 or other, that once 
damaged, discarded or cheap enough would become the basis 
of a special. This is what Historic Winton is about. Entries from 
owners of the likes of Bugatti, Cooper, Elfin and Lotus are also 
most welcome and present. However, the organising committee 
chairman, Noel Wilcox, certainly encourages those 'one offs' 
to be made race-worthy and get out amongst 'his' event. 
Be it to race or run in the Regularity events where a time is 

nominated and consistency is the key factor. If that isn't possible, owners are 
encouraged to bring their cars along to display for others to enjoy.

My Historic Winton involved both days but it also involved driving the 220 
odd kilometres from home and return both days. I had asked a friend, David, 
if he would like to go. Like Phil, a couple of issues ago, David lets me go and 
play in his collection too. He also happens to have been rather successful 
in his lifelong business endeavours, so has a few interesting toys. Initially 
David declined, but after I said I would take him, he had a rethink - including 
offering to use one of his cars. Who was I to argue! Whatever car we would 
take it would be a first for me just to have a ride, let alone a drive. 

We went for a conservative 7am leave time at the garage. However, David 
had the other red car filled with fuel and ready for its first major drive in 
sometime. Compared to the car he had initially discussed we would be taking, 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

This marshalling captures the essence of Historic Winton quite well – valuable Bugattis mixing it with the likes of Austin Seven & Ford V8 specials. 
The red no. 51 is the Sulman Singer built in the UK in 1935 and has been raced ever since 

One of several display areas with all sorts of Classics to suit all tastes. David’s 
Ferrari 330GTC sits amongst Bristol & Citroen all brought along for fellow 
enthusiasts to enjoy



Mini Cooper Register | 27

that had half the cylinders. We were taking the one with a front 
engine V12 compared to a mid engine V6. Both share the same 
Italian parentage, but officially only one carries that famous horse 
so many go giddy over. A tough gig! Well, it sort of was actually 
because David said I could drive. A generous offer indeed, but a 
little daunting given its value is probably somewhat north of my 
house value and I couldn't see much fun living in a wrecked Italian 
Grand Tourer with a mortgage again! So heading to the event 
David drove about half way before we swapped seats.

Arriving at Historic Winton, the bright red Ferrari was ushered 
into the display area and within 2 minutes an Austin Seven 
Club official was asking us if we wanted to be part of Sunday's 
lunchtime display car track lap. We had to decline as David had 
other plans for Sunday. 

Regardless, of the historic event, or even the country, it's 
pretty fair to say we can wander around for hours just checking 
out the display areas /car parks and paddock to see a fabulous 
variety of machinery. Sometimes the racing is a bonus. Set 
amongst the displays at Historic Winton were a huge variety of 
vehicles, even a miniature steam display and old Police vehicles. 
There were also some classic Mini Coopers about. Potentially 
more than I spotted, but on both days there was a Jet Red Mk2 
Cooper S and factory Black 997. On Sunday I also spotted a 
BRG Mk1 S. Their owners there to cheer on the dozen or so 
race Minis entered and soak up the atmosphere of the event.

The trade stands also received some patronage from David and 
me before we headed in to the competition paddock to check 
out and photograph the interesting variety of race machinery 
up close. This inevitably means more chatting with friends and 
fellow enthusiasts you bump into along the way. We had been 
checking an early 3 litre Bentley (David had owned one) when 
we noticed the nearby hospitality building had some vehicles 
within it. As it turned out, many Austin Sevens and a few other 
interesting veteran and vintage vehicles, including 1913 Bugatti. 
However, what caught my eye was a display put together by 
Rob Parsons involving the pre-war Parsons & Phillips Ford V8 
race car recreation, Austin Seven Van in Parsons & Phillips 
'Wangaratta Motors' livery and various items relating to his 
grandfather's pre-war race history. What really caught my eye 
though was the colour film being shown on the wall as part 
of a PowerPoint display Rob was showing that included some 
wonderful late 1950s family footage of car racing at Tarrawingee. 
An old, now long disused circuit not far from Wangaratta 
where the Mini made its circuit racing debut in Australia. For 
international relevance not that far up the road from Winton 
and Glenrowan - made famous by bushranger, Ned Kelly and his 
gang. What Rob was trying to achieve with the showing of the 
film was to identify as many of the competitors as possible and it 
was an interesting moment for me when one of the chaps sitting 
watching was identifying cars. There were two red air-cooled 
Coopers paused on screen and he said “The one on the right 
is the Cooper-Irving and that could be me in it, but most likely 
it's John Marston.” That got my attention and made me think 
who the next owner on from John was for the ex Lex Davison 
Cooper- Irving. So I said to him “Would you be Graham North?” 
Fortunately to save my embarrassment he was indeed. 

After this David and I watched a couple of races and then 
it was back to the car because David wanted to be back in 
Melbourne at a reasonable hour. He handed me the keys to the 
car and said I could drive it back, and it was at this point that I 
wished I could be under the radar. Sliding into the driver's seat 
I then had to fire up the V12 and drive off with an audience in 
front of me with phones and cameras at the ready! Unfamiliar 
car, hugely heavy clutch, dodgy handbrake on a slight incline 
- what could go wrong? Fortunately, by some minor miracle, 
luck was on my side and we moved forth without a hiccup. 
Next stop was Benalla to find some fuel to feed those triple 
Webers. Thirsty little suckers for what wasn't even spirited 
driving. But hey, Ferraris aren't about fuel economy are they! 
I must thank David for what was a very generous opportunity 
of my first ride and drive of a Ferrari and the 12 cylinder 
symphony during the journey both ways. 

One of several Coopers running at Historic Winton, Alan Tidbury’s ex Bill Pile 
Cooper MkV converted nearly 60 years ago from aircooled motorcycle to 
Coventry-Climax engine 

Rare for more than one reason, The Burke’s factory black BMC Australia-built 
1964 Morris Cooper 997. One reason because it’s a 997 (still fitted and within 
the last 400 low compression engines built) and also the fact that this car’s 
never been restored 

Rob Parsons display with the recreation of his grandfather’s pre-war Ford V8 
race car & Austin Seven van. The Parsons partner in the Wangaratta business 
was Jack & Ron Phillips. Which is where the Cooper connection comes in 
with Ron running the ex Peter Whitehead Cooper-Jaguar in the late 50s/early 
60s and is indeed featured in the Tarrawingee film running on the wall 
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Sunday was another early start and a somewhat more 
modest form of transport to Winton in my Renaultsport Clio 
to continue on from where Saturday left off. On the Hume 
Highway, near Benalla I saw a Mini in the distance, so I caught it 
up and it was the black Morris Cooper 997 I mentioned earlier. 
A couple of old Mini friends, Peter and Glen Burke – neither 
of whom I had caught up with in quite a while. But that soon 
changed when we got to the track again. I also soon learnt 
that a Mini had been rolled late Saturday, but it took me a 
fair while before I got to where the Minis were hiding out in 
the pit garages and surrounds. It was another old Mini friend, 
Lindsay Siebler, whose Cooper S race car was substantially 
worse for wear. Fortunately he was ok and explained his 
engine had gone off song, but he still managed to go into 
Winton's Esses a bit quicker than he thought and well the rest 
is history. There is some footage on the net and what was a 
slight off track excursion, quickly went sour when the RH rear 
wheel hit the end of curbing during a spin. Scratch one race 
Mini though! Winton’s tight and twisty layout has caught many 
drivers out before in its near 60 years of continuous racing and 
unfortunately others will follow. 

Having a run at this year's Historic Winton, former Repco 
Brabham Engines engineer and friend of Sir Jack Brabham, Nigel 
Tait was out in his recent acquisition, in the form of a Lolita 
Mk1. An Australian-built sports car chassis with a Mini Cooper S 
engine mounted in the rear. A car built by former Lola engineer, 
Henry Nehrybecki in 1965. Amongst the previous drivers of 
the car include 1966 Bathurst 500 winner, Bob Holden and 
long-time owner, the late Ian Pope. After a recent engine build 
and applying his engineering skills learnt while working on the 
World Championship Repco V8 projects, Nigel has been running 
Lolita a few times in the last 6 months. Including the Historic 
Demonstration at this year's Australian GP and it nicely bookends 
his Matich SR4 Repco V8, also originally built by Henry. 

So you never know what will turn up at Historic Winton. 
http://www.austin7club.org/ 

Event results 
http://racing.natsoft.com.au/results/#2 
(Look for the Minis under ‘Group N’ category) 

Stephen Dalton

A minor on-track mishap for longtime Mini racer and Mini specialist, Lindsay 
Siebler quickly escalated into a wild ride. This is the good side 

Richard Hill’s beautifully prepared race Mini with Syd Jenkins (red) Linda 
Devlin (blue) and Jason Armstrong (part visible) similar cars being admired 

Nigel Tait and his Cooper S engined Lolita Mk1await their Sunday afternoon Regularity run in Winton’s marshalling area
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BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2018

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Jacking Point Grommets Two Wheel Roof Racks to Works specification

Original Works unused Grill Mesh complete with new Radiator Muff and fittings

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm

Irvin full harness seat belt



TECHNICAL TOPICS −

Some members will know that I, and hydrolastic suspension, aren’t in 
the easiest of relationships and that I’ve spent the last many months 

taking my car’s system apart and documenting most of its component 
parts for posterity. Not only that, but I have also been delving deep into 
its mysterious guts, cutting away at the crap and fuzzy logic to explain in 
simple terms, and 5th form physics, what might be useful for us to know 
about it. So, today’s lesson will be focused on the following:
 
The Helper spring, part number 21A 1566; AKD 3509 MH7, and the post 
1966ish the Helper spring, part number 21A 1806; AKD 5104, MH3
 
Let’s look at both springs side by side. Both spring assemblies consist 
of an upper threaded top mounting, and are 10.9” in overall length 
from the top of the semi-sectored mounting bolt, to the centre of the 
lower ring mounting hole. But what immediately identifies each – and 
an important point missed by the compilers of the BMC parts lists 
and many enthusiastic amateur rebuilders/restorers since, is this. The 
earlier 1566 spring assembly is described as: short spring, long link 
(spring = 6.2”, link = 3”). Whilst the later 1806 spring assembly is 
described as: long spring, short link (spring = 7.8”, link = 1.5”).
The parts lists continued to use the original short spring long link 
drawing. Daft or what, since it is such an important identifying feature?

Clearly shown in the above photo is the early 'short' spring against 
the later type 'long' spring, and being similar assemblies they thus, by 
default, have to be the same overall length. But what you won’t notice 
about them that is relevant, to a degree, is that the long spring is a .2” 
larger in diameter. Additionally, you also won’t notice that the SWG/wire 
thickness is greatly increased too, from .163 to .180. Therefore, you can 
already see problems ahead because of these subtle differences.
 
Some of this and the part numbers etc might not quite fit into what 
you knew and it might differ from what you thought too. However, 
this is what I have established from investigating several new and used 
examples of Helper springs. Incidentally, if anyone can give me a sort-
of/nearly definitive month/year change point against chassis numbers 
given in the parts lists, I would be happy to receive it.

When I, with the assistance of others, set about undertaking some 
school-boy physics, we discovered some obvious mechanical differences 
in the Helper springs too. However, please also appreciate that these 
are not scientific (well, they are, after a fashion) but are there to 
illustrate a point. If you can add to the info bank, then please do. We’re 
all happy to learn and pass on. One thing that we couldn’t do was start 
cutting and grinding for a bit of Uni lab weekend metallurgy. 

Then recently the subject of two versions of the helper spring reared its 
ugly head. This time I, Rich from Minispares, Andy plus my local classic 
car pals Nick, James and Tony, got together to look into these important 
Mini items. But let’s have a bit of a history lesson first. The hydrolastic 
suspension system is really just a fluid transfer system, pumped up on 
a bed of contained fluid that is able to move fore and aft. In an ideal 
world, the car would sit level. But, alas, life is not that kind and nor 
are the laws of physics. So, liquid being a medium that will always take 

the least line of resistance, and since the Mini is heavier at the front, 
the car will tend to its natural position and droop onto the first point 
of resistance (the bump stops) at the front. The actual answer to this 
conundrum is simple. You can do one of two things. You can load up the 
back seat or boot with a big sack of spuds to equal things out or, you can 
load-up the rear at each side with two mathematically calculated tension 
springs. Can you see where we’re coming from now?

Springs, being nothing more than a means of storing energy, these 
expansion or tension springs connect the radius arms at the rear to 
the body shell and when tensioned or stretched do no more than act 
as energy storers that try to pull the rear of the car downwards. This 
action via the struts, dowels, the cones and the internal diaphragm(s) 
in the hydro units, force the hydrolastic fluid to the front of the car and 
because you can’t compress a liquid, act in a directly opposite manner 
at the front and lift the front proportionately – but taking into account 
certain ratio related geometry.

It seems, from history, that all was not well with the first type of Helper 
springs 21A1566 (H-S’s hereafter). And if you try to stretch an unused 
example of the 1566 against an equivalent example of the later 1806, 
you’ll see and understand why. That’s because the spring poundage of 
the 1566 was barely capable of doing what it was meant to do, that of 
pulling DOWN the rear of the car to create a level ride height! And with 
additional equipment/accessories being fitted to the cars making them 
heavier, the problem was getting worse. It appears that Comps and ST 
were the first to notice this shortcoming and started to get to grips with 
it. According to their undated publications at the time, they published in 
their parts lists and tech handbooks showing alternatives to raise the front 
of the hydro cars. One of the suggested fixes was to insert shims - up to 
a max of .001” between the knuckle and the hydro unit. Not that well 
thought out I’d suggest, as one coming from the ‘if you’ve got a problem, 
you fix the problem’ school of engineering thought. But let’s leave it at 
that! Comps and ST also mention that changing from the early 1566 H/S’s 
to the later 1806 H/S’s was a good idea too. While at the same time they 
suggested fitting the later 9.75” long rear struts to suit. Just a minute the 
earlier struts were already 9.75” long. Nope, it was nothing to do with 
the struts and I don’t understand it either. 
 
The problem to a true spring fix was that of space. There was only a 
certain longitudinal and diametric or radial space available between the 
upper mounting surface on the wheel arch and the axis or anchor point 
on the radius arm for this spring. And don’t forget the fact that the H-S 
had to be able to flex within a certain radial silhouette within this space 
too. Flexing is just what tight springs do.
 
What the spring suppliers had to do was come up with a suitable 
replacement. The answer looked simple – just look at what they came 
up with. You lengthen the spring part, increase the SWG thickness 
to permit greater loading but create a tighter expansion rate on the 
spring. But lengthening the spring means shortening the link. Production 
engineering isn’t quite as simple as that. However, getting there was 
fraught with problems because, as the SWG/thickness of the spring was 
increased to cope with the extra tension required the geometry of the 
spring AND the captive ends that controlled the captive internal parts 
had to be rolled down. But now both ends of the new spring had to 
be rolled close to within an inch of the top threaded block and lower 
looped link. Maybe you can understand why even today no one is game 
to reproduce helper springs!

Notice the rolled-down closed ends of the springs which hold captive 
the upper and lower mountings in place. Don’t forget that the internal 
bits of the upper and lower mountings have to be in place while the 
spring is being rolled (or spun) AND while the rollers are being closed 
down to close the captive spring ends. Not only that, now the lower 
mountings are closer and tighter to the main spring.

Let’s have a look at the mechanics of the two springs now. Not in a 
physics lab (that’d be nice) but some simple photographic examples that 
show and prove the points.

By Peter Laidler
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Some thoughts on helper springs 

Early ‘short’ Helper spring above the later ‘long’ spring
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One of the first quick and simple comparison tests you can use for closed 
expansion springs (like our helpers) is to open up a coil and insert into the 
open coil a thin coin – we used a simple .028” standard credit card. Fix one 
end to a vice and using a spring balance, pull the spring from the other end 
and read off what poundage is recorded on the spring balance when the coin 
or card drops. We found that you required a hefty 28lbs to release the card 
with the original 1566 spring but a massive 43lbs with the new 1806. That is 
a big difference over .028” believe me. But it gets even better – and worse. 
The bad news is that when it comes to reassembling the loop of the spring to 
the helper spring support pin in the radius arm, there’s no more Mr tough guy 
hoping that you’ll be able to pull the spring down manually the last inch or so 
to fix it to the radius arm. Nope, you’ve got to raise the rear hub a LOT more.
 
The spring balance reads off at exactly when our credit card drops 
from the opened spring as it is stretched. A simple and easy bench 
comparison test. Amazingly, the spring balance used here was made 
by none-other than those same spring makers who made out helpers 
Salters, and it was still in calibration too!
 
A word of warning here, if you’re fitting new springs or working on 
old ones, if you have the tops mounted and tightened down on their 
rubber seating’s DO NOT, under any circumstances, be tempted to 
allow the bottom of the spring to free itself from the lower support 
pin. The top threaded part is very close to the internal overhang of the 
fuel tank and if the situation isn’t quite right, the top of the threaded 
securing bolt will/might/could whack or punch or crack a small 3/16” 
hole through the tank as it breaks free. It’s an easy soft solder and 
copper plate fix for the tank but something you really don’t want!

Now for the acid test to show the comparative strengths of the earlier and 
more successful later springs. The paving slab test! Not a paving slab this 
time but a small 50+ pound weight portable generator. Let’s just illustrate 
what we mean by supporting weight shall we? While supporting a 50+ 
pound generator on the early 1566 spring, the spring extended from 10.9” 
to 13.25” (= + 2.35”). And using the same weight on the later 1806 spring, 
the spring extended from 10.9” to 11.75” (= +.85”). The real telling point 
is between the two spring extension rate differences of 11.75” and 13.25 = 
1.5”. That’s not a lot of inches, but it is a LOT of poundage! 

Wheel arch mounts appear to be the same

Trailing arm end fixings are of different lengths

Comparison test 
for early closed 
expansion springs

Comparison test for later 
type closed expansion springs

Later spring requires 43lbs of pull to release the ‘testing credit card’ 
whilst the earlier type only requires 28lbs of pull
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A selection of shots showing the method we used to arrive at our 
conclusion. Clearly shown, all necessary measures were taken with 
regard to health and safety with ladders, straps and hawsers, barriers 
and dangling weights.
 
Well, we’ve all got to the end and hopefully you’ll have taken on 
board this small paper ready for when you need to tackle the job. 
But when you do, there’s one last thing that you ought to know and 
digest. The small 3/8” diameter shaft (the helper spring support pin or 
HSSP) on the rear of the radius shaft will probably have an unsightly 
rut or groove worn into the underside by the hard helper spring 

loop. There’s two fixes for this. The first is an in-situ sleeve that you 
can slide on to bridge the rut or groove. Alternativley, and also easily 
done in-situ is to simply bore a 2mm diameter hole across the circlip 
horizontally. Now bin the ‘E’ or circlip and insert a more reliable and 
re-useable ‘R’ clip.

Oh yes, and come a bit closer as I don’t want everyone to hear, but it’s 
not secondary front shock absorbers your hydro road car needs, it’s for 
what you’ve got already to be set up properly.

Peter Laidler

A generator was used to test comparative extension rate differences Actual extension of early spring was + 2.35 inches

Early spring extended further then the later type Actual extension of later spring was only + 0.85 inches
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MINI CHALLENGE - Snetterton 300 Circuit 12th -13th May
By David Young

Cooper and S classes - Qualifying Cooper S -Weather Sunny/Dry

With lots of testing carried out by some of the teams and drivers on 
the preceding Thursday and Friday, expectations were high. Stuart 
Lane was continuing his run of bad luck with brake issues; Rob 
Austin had a new clutch and diff overnight and that needed some 
real testing. All good news for the others as both of these guys are 
a bit hot. Andy Langley set the best time in his R53 on the 4th lap. 
Most of the best times were set on laps 4 or 5, allowing time for 
the tyres to heat up on a cold day. Kevin Owen was next up in his 
Excelr8 run R56, an immaculate car, followed by Will Fairclough 
in his second race weekend and Andy Montgomery in his new 
R56. Tim Bill showed promise, with Jono Davis having issues with 
overheating. Rob Austin was just pleased to have his car running 
again and Stuart Lane was never to do a lap, so he had to do his 
mandatory three laps with the Miglias!

Race 1 - Weather Cloudy/Wet

All drivers were on wets and, although the circuit was still wet, the 
rain had stopped as cars left the assembly area. Tim Bill decided to 
play with the crash barrier on the first lap causing damage to the rear 
panel, among other things. Andy Langley pulled away from the rest 
of the pack and there he stayed. Kevin Owen looked like he would 
settle for a 2nd place until a moment on the 3rd lap, after which he 
dropped seven places! That left a P2 to Jono Brown, who was getting 
faster with each lap, and a P3 for Rob Austin, who had finally got his 
car sorted to push his way through the pack. Stuart Lane was having 
all sorts of issues and could only bring home a P8. The best battle of 
the race was between Rob, Austin, Andy Montgomery, Sami Bowler 
and Chloe Hewitt with Andy, Sami and Chloe settling for P4, P5 and 
P6. Will Fairclough, who had a horrible start, never got a good lap in 
and finished in P7.

Race 2 - Weather Cloudy/Damp

This was a great race to watch with Jono Davis storming away 
from the lights. Rob Austin could not keep up with him, while Will 
Fairclough was back on form and punched his way through the 
field with skill. Kevin Owen had another off, taking too much speed 
into Nelson. The rest of the field remained tightly bunched for the 
duration. The race came to a dramatic end when Sami Bowler hit 
the barrier at Riches. With smoke coming from the car, Sami ran 
clear and the yellow flags and safety car signals were turned to red 
with only 3 minutes of the race remaining. The results were then 
taken back to the last completed lap (4 laps in total). This was a pity 
for Rob Austin, Will Fairclough, Andy Montgomery and Stuart Lane 
as they had all just passed a Jono Davis slowing with engine troubles. 
Thank goodness Sami was all OK, just shaken. The car, however, 
needs a lot of front end work.

Race 3 - Weather Bright/Dry

The reverse grid was drawn as No.5 so the first 5 places of Race 
2 were reversed; giving Pole position to Stuart Lane, P2 to Andy 
Montgomery and the second row had Will Fairclough next to Ron 
Austin. Jono Davis had clutch problems and was to start from the Pit 
Lane and Sami Bowler did not start - after assessing car damage, she 
decided to return to base for repairs.

There was a super start by Stuart, Andy, Will and Rob, with Stuart 
pulling away from the whole field. Rob slotted in behind and never 
showed any signs of catching him. Andy stayed on the pace with Will 
staying close behind. Finally, on the penultimate lap, Will squeezed past 
Andy to claim the final step of the podium. Andy Langley had a good 
tussle with Kevin Owen, Alan Lee and Chloe Hewitt, who visited the 
pits in the final two places. All the finishers scored points. 

It was all over too quickly with the depleted field, but it shows how 
competitive all the cars are, be they R53s or R56s.  Rob Austin went 
home a happy chappy with three visits to the podium and Andy 
Montgomery was delighted to get a trophy.

Andy Langley Race 1 winner

Jono Davis Race 2 winner 

Rob Austin, at last!  P1 in the last race
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Qualifying Cooper Pro/Am - Weather Bright/Dry 

There were 20 cars all fired up ready for qualifying. Although the circuit 
is 3 miles long, drivers need to get clean air or a tow from the car in front 
to put in a good time, taking into account a lot of the drivers have never 
raced at Snetterton before. In the Pro Class, Simon Walton got the pole 
spot with Kyle Reid in P2 and James Goodall showed great pace in P3.

The Am class had Alex Nevill, Andy Godfrey and Gary Papworth doing their 
usual with P1, P2 and P3. Neil Clarke and Adrian Norman were next with 
the 4th row of the grid taken by Elspeth Rodgers and Keir McConomy.

Race 1 - Weather Cloudy/Drying

Could Kyle Reid continue his run of wins?  Yes! He took just one lap to 
reel Robbie Dalgleish in. Kyle had a mix of wets and dry tyres on, while 
Robbie had full wets. This gave him more grip initially but, with a drying 
circuit, Kyle had made the right choice in rubber. Kyle led for the rest of 
the race. Simon Walton gave him a good run for his money but 3rd was 
as high he could climb.

In the Am class, Alex Nevill was showing a clean pair of heels to Andy 
Godfrey, who in turn was keeping Neal Clarke and Gary Papworth 
in check. Adrian Norman meanwhile, was putting in the fastest lap of 
the class. Now if only he could string a few of those together. At the 
chequered flag, it was a predictable finish. 

Race 2 - Weather Cloudy/dry

There was a not so good start to the race with a red flag soon after 
the start, with Oli O’Neill and Charlie Cooper having a coming 
together on the first bend. The track staff and marshals quickly 
recovered the cars and the cars were restarted after a 10-minute 
delay. Kyle again shot off but was quickly outmanoeuvred by Simon 
Walton, only for Kyle to get the lead back in the next lap but he was 
again outmanoeuvred in the same place. Kyle again took the lead back 

but made it stick this time. Great to watch! Meanwhile, with these 
two playing tag, Robbie Dalgleish and Jacob Andrews were gaining on 
them. It was not long before Robbie attacked and Simon took to the 
infield and dropped down the order. 

In Am class, Alex Nevill was making it look too easy showing total 
class dominance, with Andy Godfrey and Neil Clarke in close 
proximity. Adrian Norman took Gary Papworth and would not let 
him pass. Darryl Brown, Elspeth Rodgers and Keir McConomy bring 
up the rear.

Race 3 - Weather Bright/Dry

Could Kyle Reid make it 3 out of 3 race wins over the weekend?  
Could he keep his unbroken run of wins up? Yes and Yes. Even a 
reversed grid could not hold him back. From P5 to P2 in the first 
lap with Simon Walton out in front again having been pole. The 
penultimate lap saw Kyle overtake and stay in front. Richard Newman 
had been playing a waiting game and he too took Simon for a well-
deserved P2 from Jacob Andrews.

In Am class, Alex Nevill scored his hat trick of wins with total 
domination of the class. This time Andy Godfrey had to let Gary 
Papworth go and get P2, while he still had three podiums for the 
weekend. It was all over too quickly, with all starters finishing an 
enjoyable sprint around the Snetterton 300 circuit.

Kyle Reid traveled back to Scotland successfully defending his unbeaten 
run and along with Andy Godfrey and Alex Nevill keeping the podium 
to themselves. 

All is looking good for Silverstone on the short National Circuit in a few 
weeks time.

The winning cars for the podium presentation

Am Class 1. 2 and 3

Kyle Reid 3 races and 3 P1 podiums

Simon Walton missing his bumper in Race 3. Trying hard! 
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MINI CHALLENGE -  Snetterton 300 Circuit - 26th to 27th May

JCW

Qualifying

At Snetterton, it would be Jordan Collard who recorded his second 
MINI CHALLENGE JCW pole position of the year. The 18 year old 
would be hoping for great success during his birthday weekend.

Qualifying began with overcast conditions so many of the front-runners 
stayed in the pits to avoid wasting their tyres. This left the midfield 
drivers to warm up the track as the clouds ahead threatened to open. 
Despite this, the track stayed dry, with all cars eventually venturing 
onto the circuit. One of the last to do so was championship leader Ant 
Whorton-Eales. The Jamsport Racing driver was expected to be in the 
hunt for pole but failed to get to grips with the circuit, recording his 
worse grid spot for the year in third. He was beaten over the line by his 
rival Jordan Collard. The MINI UK VIP driver was not afraid to show his 
hand, topping the second half of the session, ahead of Nathan Harrison 
and taking the six points for pole. Joining Whorton-Eales on the second 
row was Jac Maybin, recording his best qualifying of the year, while Rob 
Smith and Henry Neal rounded out the top six.
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Race 1

After misfortune for his rivals, Nathan Harrison took his maiden 
MINI CHALLENGE JCW victory of the year around Snetterton. The 
Excelr8 Motorsport driver moves back into championship contention 
after a troubled early start to the year.

While Jordan Collard had qualified on pole, a tyre irregularity had him 
disqualified from qualifying, starting last with a ten-second penalty. This 
was fantastic news for championship leader Ant Whorton-Eales who 
lined up second with his closest rival not posing a threat.

This left Nathan Harrison on pole, holding the lead into the 
first corner as he held off pressure from Whorton-Eales. The 
championship leader had been smoking on the grid, pulling into the 
pits at the end of the first lap as the engine was overheating due to a 
belt failure. With Will Neal and a number of backmarkers involved in 
a crash during the opening lap, the safety car was deployed chopping 
the race time in half. Harrison was quick to break away from Jac 
Maybin on the restart, gradually easing away from the young rookie, 
who soon fell into the clutches of Henry Neal, and dropping behind 
the Team Dynamics entry. This left the race to culminate in a final 
lap showdown between Harrison and Neal, with the former coming 
out on top.

Neal had exhausted his tyres in the run to the line, ensuring he 
narrowly held off the CHALLENGE from Maybin, who collected his 
first podium and Rob Smith, who will be pleased to have picked up a 
strong result when his championship rivals faltered. Collard recovered 
to finish fifteenth. “I’m very pleased with that result” started Harrison, 
who drew the sixth place out of the hat for the reverse grid. “It’s good 
to get back into the title fight after a rocky start to the year. Tomorrow, 
I’ll definitely be aiming for the top five, hopefully, a podium so we can 
pick up some solid points.”

Race 2

David Robinson won the second MINI CHALLENGE JCW race at 
Snetterton going side-by-side with Jac Maybin over the line. Robinson 
had led for most of the race, almost losing what was his first win since 

Jordan Collard fastest but a tyre issue put him at 
the back of the grid and a 10-second penalty

A grid full of JCW’s 
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2015. Excelr8 Motorsport driver Robinson had the honour 
of starting on pole for the reverse grid race, with the field 
remaining relatively conservative through the opening 
complex. The calmness did not last though, with Rob Smith 
coming to blows with front-row starter Luke Reade.

A safety car was called to clear the stricken Reade as Ant 
Whorton-Eales made the best start, jumping fourteen places 
from the back row of the grid. The video on YouTube will 
blow your mind!

Maybin would be second as a result of the incident, hounding 
Robinson on the restart, as Henry Neal dropped behind the 
Lewis Brown car. With two new front tyres, Brown clearly 
had the momentum soon jumping up to second. Maybin was 
not prepared to let him get away though soon retaking the 
position. So,  an Excelr8 Motorsport duel was soon set up, 
with Maybin making an audacious move down the inside into 
Murrays on the final lap. Robinson fought back though, with 
the pair going side-by-side over the line, Robinson taking the 
flag by 0.020 seconds.

Brown took third for his first MINI podium, despite an overheating car, holding off 
the challenge from race one winner Nathan Harrison. The no. 27 failed to capitalise 
on what was going to be a tough race for his championship rivals.

Rory Cuff put in a solid result for Team Dynamics in fifth with Jordan Collard 
setting the fastest lap on his way back up the order to finish sixth. As for rival 
Whorton-Eales, he was unable to keep up with Collard finishing eighth behind 
Jack Davidson. “It’s my first podium for a while, since Caterham’s in 2015, so it’s 
nice to be back up there,” said Robinson. “I don’t think I’m going to forgive myself 
[at that last corner] I should have learned my lesson last time. He just dropped 
onto the kerb and fortunately, he was far enough ahead that I could keep my foot 
down to use the momentum.”

David Young

Chris Oakman, Ryan Dignan and Brad Hutchinson at Agostin1 

Jake De Haan, a little bit sideways!
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

CRX 90B replica

Those who follow my wittering here 
will have read in the May edition of 
CooperWorld about the very smart 
Works replica of CRX 90B owned 
by Dennis Santarinala that resides in 
California. John Littman who owns the 
Works car has been helping Dennis 
in his quest to get the car correct, as 
indeed has Guy Smith. I only had the 
briefest of information about the car 
back then but a recent email from 
Dennis has filled in much of the missing 
detail, along with some lovely photos of 
his pride and joy.

Dennis tells me that he is a civilian employee working on US Navy 
helicopters in Colorado and is relatively young to classic Minis of only 
three years, but feels his training on helicopter mechanics has given 
him a great eye for detail and precision. He regularly drives his Mini to 
work, it not being destined to be a ‘Garage Queen’ and having been 
a fan of Works Minis the stories of giant killing by the factory Minis 
in the 60s have special appeal to him; he has always wanted a Works 
Mini and in particular a Monte Mini.

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Once bitten, like many, he spent hours, days, weeks searching the 
internet and on-line auctions to try and value and see what was out 
there. It soon dawned that a genuine Works Mini was out of the 
question and the idea was hatched to build his own Works replica. To 
fund his desire, on a very limited income, he bought, fixed and sold 
on numerous trucks until he had enough cash to buy a decent classic 
Mini. However, this proved to be a false dawn, as the car was full of 
rust and with many parts missing, and so it was soon sold. This was to 
form a regular pattern, with Dennis buying and selling on no less than 
six Minis over a few years until he found the car he has decided to keep 
and make into his Works replica. Bought as a left-hand drive 1964 Mini 
Cooper 997, which had received a lot attention from the previous 
owner with many panels replaced, it fitted the bill perfectly. Gleaming 
red & white paintwork, no rust, a clean interior and even a 1275 
engine, albeit not a Cooper S engine, but still with a good Kent cam, 
a Cooper S head and a lightened flywheel – all topped off with a four 
syncro box. The car was reliable and was soon used for commuting. 

So the work began on the car to transform it into a Works replica, the 
first of which was to mimic the CRX 90B registration and the 72 on the 
doors. Being a trained graphic designer, in addition to fixing helicopters, 
this task was relatively easy, although time consuming to get it just right. 
A friend in New York who was building a replica of AJB 44B became 
a very useful source of information and between them exchanged 
thoughts and ideas (and parts) as two heads are always better than one. 
Although he was warned, due to lack of information out there on CRX 
90B, it would be a difficult car to replicate from the US. Undeterred, 

CRX 90B replica with the day job’s spanner work behind

CRX 90B replica in the company car park on its daily commute

CRX 90B replica’s engine – still quite a few details to get right 
under here

Dennis and his friends preparing the car to be ‘Monte’ weather 
stained for the California Classic Auto show earlier this year.
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he resorted to social media, documenting his build in the hope of 
attracting some help with information. 

Fortunately, his tactic worked and soon he had made contact with John 
Littman via his son Sam who had spotted Dennis’s Facebook page on the 
build of ‘his’ CRX 90B. John was happy to help Dennis and gave him a 
great deal of information, sending him numerous photos of the car to help 
him on his way. Dennis then upped his game still further and created his 
‘Classic Works Rally Minis’ Facebook group and this widened the scope 
drawing in more help and information. Mike Hyrons along with his son 
Christopher were a great help and even supplied a set of Dunlop SP44s 
for the car. He also enlisted the help of Akira Sagawa from Japan who was 
happy to supply many rare parts to Dennis. Guy Smith was the next to 
help Dennis and he was happy to supply a good crop of period black and 
white images of the car to help him further. But it was here that things 
started to get serious. Guy made Dennis understand that the key to a 
Works Mini and a replica is the unique wiring that all the cars have and 
whilst Dennis was keen to wire the car, Guy convinced him that to do all 
of that work on a car that was left-hand drive was such a waste. So after 
due consideration, Dennis has now decided to convert the car to right-
hand drive and do the job properly – this task is about to get underway.

Dennis still has a long way to go and admits it’s probably only 60% of 
the way there. The list of things still to do and acquire, include (but it 
will not be an exhaustive list) a 333 gearbox, S block, get the lines inside 
properly and fit a twin fuel pump. The subframes will need strengthening 
and plating and make and fit a sump guard with a battery box skid plate. 
The driver's bucket seat is in Japan awaiting completion and once he has 
converted the car to right hand drive, he will need to source the correct 
dash panels – Oh and a TOK switch. We all know he has a long way to go 
but with his enthusiasm I’m sure he will get there.

JBL 495D replica

With luck, those who went to Beaulieu would have seen John 
McIntosh’s Works replica of JBL 495D – even down to a lovely 
number plate JBL 486D that John has on the car to complete the 
package. John, who also owns the Works car LBL 590E, has been 
building this car, on and off since the late nineties (a familiar story 
that!). Being, at that time, a serving army officer, a couple of wars and 
family commitments meant the build was always going to be slow – 
Beaulieu this year was his goal now that he has retired from the army. 

John had decided to build the car as a faithful replica of the Lampinen/
Ambrose entry from the 1966 RAC Rally where JBL 495D was 
comprehensively rolled in Wales. History will show that this was the 
first event that a Works Mini had a roll cage fitted and good job it was 
too. John had access to the Abingdon build sheet for JBL 495D and with 
reference to his LBL 590E (which did have some parts from the damaged 
JBL 495D fitted at Abingdon) he was able to put together a superb replica 
of the car. I have often said that many Works replicas are as good, and 
often better presented and more accurate than a good number of Works 

Minis and this is no exception. The Works wiring loom, so important as 
mentioned above, looked very good and just has to be done if the car is 
going to look right. The only deviation from its contemporary specification 
is the fitting of a 731 rally camshaft and a four syncro gearbox coupled 
to a 3.44 diff to allow for more relaxed continental cruising, as John has 
entered the car, with Guy Smith on this year’s Minis to the Alps – we will 
see how well the car climbs out of the many uphill alpine hairpins with his 
diff! Great effort John and I look forward to seeing it in action in the Alps.

OBL 46F

The build of this very unusual Works Mini is coming along very well. 
Once owned by the much missed Norman Grimshaw, who was at 
one time cornering the market in OBL cars, sold it to Paul Stanworth 
a while back and Paul, great friend of Norman’s, was desperately 
trying to get the car finished in time to display it at Beaulieu as a 
tribute the Norman. Sadly, numerous complications with an operation 
meant Paul was on crutches, and he was unable to complete the car 
in time. Nevertheless, it is nearly there and we will no doubt see it 
next year. Perhaps it may make an appearance at the London-Sydney 
50 at Gaydon on 29th July where such cars will be on display.

The car is distinctive in that it’s NOT red and white – it being in 
monotone beige. Not that attractive but so different all the same. The 
car was used as a recce car for the 1970 World Cup Rally where John 
Handley and Paul Easter used the car to carry out their full recce of 
much of the route. It will be remembered that they used XJB 308H 
on the rally but that expired rather early with a blown piston. Paul 
has researched the car extensively and has built it as close as he can 
to how the car was when it did that recce. I’m sure that it will be a 
credit to Paul when it breaks cover very soon.

Robert Young

The one big thing still to do is shift the steering wheel over to the 
‘right’ side.

John’s JBL replica being prepared for its MOT – note no doors, 
bonnet or side glass. It did pass nevertheless.

OBL 46F encountered much snow on its recce for the World Cup 
Rally. Hopefully the car should break cover very soon in lovely beige!
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Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

I had an email from a member who had 
recently purchased a new bootlid liner 
kit from a well-known supplier and was 
very, very disappointed with what he 
got. The liner was fitted to the Mk 1 
Cooper and S up to the introduction 
of the double skinned bootlid which 
was in December 1966, just before 
Christmas, on a Thursday.

Anyway, back to the product in question; 
the front of the liner looks very good but 
it was all downhill from there. Almost 
any hint of dampness in the air and the 
reproduction will have more waves in 
it than a choppy sea, as it is made from 

a completely different material to the original. The fitting kit, and in 
particular the washers, were not even close to the original items and 
frankly, I am surprised that it has gone apparently unnoticed for so long. 
The correct style of washer was BMC part number FWZ 406 and is 
sometimes known as a tea cup washer; granted they are harder to find 
than a normal cup washer but not impossible. It is much the same with 
the screws, the original, PTZ 604, is a raised countersunk screw meaning 
the head is slightly domed. You’ll not be surprised to learn the modern 
offering screw has a flat head probably because that, along with the 
incorrect cup washer, can be bought by the hundred for pence.

Simon Wheatcroft
Following on from the engine number tag master class last month, I 
thought time for a more detailed look at the 1071 block as, believe it 
or not, these are often the subject of much debate; this is generally as 
to how long the flat front block was fitted to cars but other questions 
do arise from time to time, quite often on a place called Facebook 
where the level of ignorance is often breathtaking. There were in fact 
a number of changes to the AEG 151 block through 1963 and 1964 
but they all share the AEG 151 casting number. 

Very early 1071 S units used the same block as the Formula Junior 
engine however, the FJ engine was an in-line unit and used a dry sump 
system so the block is machined for a different type of end cap on 
the flywheel end and there is a hole in the boss on the rear for a dry 
sump pump that was driven from the camshaft. The hole for the dry 
sump pump was simply blanked off with a small plate on S’s.

The term FJ block or flat front block is a reference to the small 
area below the oil pressure relief valve. Both the flat front and 
later ‘normal’ 1071 block have the casting number AEG 151 on the 
reverse; flat front blocks seem to have been fitted to cars until early 
1964 which is much longer than people typically think but there were 
other changes in the meantime; probably the most important of 
these being the way the main bearing caps were affixed. Initially, bolts 
were used and these bolts are unique to the 1071and seem to have 
been used as late as June 1964. The bolts mean that the main bearing 
caps are machined differently so be warned that if you are offered 
a bargain price block with the caps but missing its bolts you cannot 
just use bolts from any other A series engine or go and buy a set of S 
studs and use them as the caps won’t be correctly located. To sort it 
properly will make it much, much less of a bargain.

At some point during the latter part of 1963 Morris Engines began 
stamping the caps and block with a C code to show which caps belonged 
to which block and this seems to have been a simple progressive 

On the face of it the new and old car worn boot lid liner look 
pretty similar

Original FWZ 406 washer and current offering washer side by 
side. It reminds of the film ‘Twins’ with Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and Danny De Vito – not known for their similarities

A factory supplied new old stock 1071 block – early blocks were 
factory painted yellow as were several other 1071 specific items. 
Later blocks tend to have blue primer

Original screw/washer combination and current offering side by 
side. If this was part of a school project in my day you’d have been 
lucky to get a ‘D’ rating – feel free to insert your own adjective 
beginning with ‘D’
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sequence, the highest number of which is just over the five thousand 
mark. If the C numbers are to be believed around 5,500 thin flange AEG 
151 blocks were produced which fits in quite well with around four 
thousand five hundred 1071 units and just over a thousand 970’s.

Both the 970 and 1071 block are the same blocks, casting number AEG 
151, the only difference being the metal tag on the reverse indicating the 

The area in the red box below the oil relief valve boss is what all 
the fuss is about. You might just be able to make out the remains 
of some of the factory yellow primer

Few 1071 S blocks had the dry sump boss drilled out

The three red circles show the drilling on the flywheel end of the 
block – these were for an in-line engine

cubic capacity which was all determined by the stroke of the crank shaft. 
Early 970 blocks have a 1000 tag on the rear; the 970 tag seems to have 
appeared during Q3 1964. 1071 and 970 engine series production only 
overlapped for about three months so it is fair to say that most 1071’s 
should have a flat front block and caps attached by bolts. 

The factory supplied replacement blocks for the 970 and 1071 
available from the mid 1960s and onwards were the AEG 312 
1275 blocks with the height reduced accordingly (the 1275 block is 
taller than a 970/1071 block) and the casting number altered by the 
factory along with the appropriate 970 or 1071 tag on the back. The 
cast AEG remained but the 312 was ground off and 151 was hand 
stamped in its place. Later replacement blocks were of the thick 
flange variety once that had been introduced on the Mk 2 S although 
BMC don’t seem to have been altering the casting numbers on these.

C5029 on a 970 S block

And the same on the centre cap 
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Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this months’ report which 
will be the last before our annual 
Beaulieu show and get-together so by 
the time you read this the show will 
have been and gone. It would seem 
that I spend most of the time at the 
show talking to people then actually 
seeing the show and its various displays. 
However, this year I intend to have a 
good look at the coach-built cars that 
will be the main display this year, and 
for me this will be a must.

Just a quick round up on progress 
and firstly, Duncan Makison has his 
Mk1 998 back from Simon Drew. 

Featured a short time ago, this is the Morris Cooper registered 
OGU 757D that was bought just a year ago by Duncan and 
strikingly finished in Tweed grey with a black roof, not forgetting 
the black roundels and Rose petal alloy wheels. Duncan was 
blessed with some good weather so took OGU out for a run 
near his home in Fort William in Scotland. Some of these roads 
and scenic places have been used for the MCR’s ‘Minis to Ecosse’ 
events in years past. Here is a nice shot of very calm waters 
on the Corran ferry as it crosses Loch Linnhe. This is a popular 
shortcut to avoid driving around the Loch which, although very 
picturesque, is a very long twisting single track road. So, one 
road to be avoided if you are planning your route for the Isle of 
Mull ferry. Next, we see OGU parked up next to the Loch with 
Ben Nevis and the Nevis range behind, and well worth a climb 
if you have the incentive to do so. Many thanks to Duncan for 
sharing these photos of his car. Does anyone else have some 
rather scenic shots of their cars to share? 

Next up is David Dyson who a short time back purchased a 1962 
Austin badged 997 Cooper. The car is in need of a complete 

I must say a special thank you to Simon Naylor for his assistance with 
this 970/1071 block stuff.

And finally, to put things in perspective, the outright purchase of 
a new 970/1071 block in September 1966 would have cost you 
£49 which is just over £900 in today’s money. A Goldseal factory 
reconditioned engine would have cost you £120 which equates to just 
over £2,210.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Modified casting number – the 151 is hand stamped

restoration but will have to wait as another project is on the go at 
the moment, this being a 1960 Morris Mini Minor. Fortunately, the 
original registration number has been regained for the 997 Cooper, 
so KEC 414 with live again as it has been off the road for quite some 
time. The photos show the car as it arrived back in the garage. It has 
been painted a non-standard blue with interesting red stripes and 
roof section. Apparently, the car has some history of being rallied 
in the North of England in the 1970s. It has a home-made rally dash 
as well as other period items that would seem to dictate a rather 
shoestring budget. Wheels fitted seem to be a 6-inch revolution 
going by the large wheel arches fitted at the rear of the body. On 
the plus side the car came with an S engine with an AEG163 head 
fitted, and so should be a rather interesting project which I’m sure 
David will keep us posted on progress.
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That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 2 Register

I received a rather urgent telephone call from David Griffiths 
regarding his car PEG 126G. He thought, having done a nut and 
bolt restoration, what better way to have his work checked over 
than an MOT test. Or so he thought. When David booked in his 
car for an MOT, the garage mentioned to him that the MOT rules 
were changing and those cars over 40 years old would no longer 
need to be tested. David’s car would fall into that category later 
in the month to coincide with the rule change and appreciated the 
thought. However, after such a major rebuild, he thought if best 
if a trained mechanic checked the car over for his own piece of 
mind that the car would be safe to use on the road and have a test 
certificate to prove it. 

Unfortunately, the test result was not as he hoped for and the car 
was fail. During the test the mechanic did find a nut and a bolt that 
needed nipping up, but surely that would not be sufficient grounds 
upon which to fail the car. His explanation for the fail was that 
other changes to the MOT included visible signs of locking nuts/
nylocs on all suspension parts. David explained that every nut and 
bolt was secured with a spring washer as it came out of the factory 
and duly pointed it out but the mechanic would not budge. That’s 
when David called me. I checked the position with one of our Essex 
Region members who does MOTs and he had heard nothing of it. 
I told David this and suggested he check at some other MOT test 
centres which he did. The consensus was that the spring washers 
were sufficient and the car should not have been issued a fail test 
certificate. David returned to the test centre and armed with the 
evidence PEG 126G was issued with a pass certificate. So, it all 

Graham Robinson

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

It has been very quiet on the Mk 3 S 
front for the last six weeks or so. I did 
pop along to the Mini show at Himley 
Hall in May as the weather that day 
was glorious and I saw a brace of 
Bronze yellow cars in the form of FYX 
13J and UTA 707J. Sadly, I didn’t see 
the owner of FYX, Peter Smith, but I 
did catch up with Barry Chipman, the 
owner of UTA which was entered in 
the Show and Shine competition. The 
British Mini Club, who organise this 
event, have a rather different idea of 
a concours winning car to what the 

MCR has at Beaulieu. At one of their 
shows I saw the judges with cotton 

buds checking the door locks on a car for cleanliness. Clearly, Barry 
hadn’t polished his door locks enough this time and so UTA wasn’t 
even placed in the top three. I think the winning car was actually a 
Mk 2 Cooper dressed up to look like a Mk 1 S!

I didn’t go to the National Mini and Metro Show at Gaydon but I 
did hear that BHA 331K was in attendance. I’ve not seen BHA for 
four or five years now, but it is a Glacier white example and one of 
the nine cars built on the last day of Mk 3 S production on the 28th 
June 1971. BHA was registered as a Morris in Warley, not far from 
Kidderminster where another Glacier white S last day of production 
car, HWP 522K, was registered and which was also as a Morris. If 
you go by commission number these were probably the last two Mk 
3 Ss produced.

Simon Wheatcroft

turned out right in the end and now David will be able to enjoy the 
fruits of his labour on the open road.

Some will welcome exempting 40 year old cars from MOTs but I 
for one, would still like the reassurance that a car, however well 
maintained, is check annually. 

Well that’s it for this month. Beaulieu will be in a couple of weeks so 
hopefully I will have a bit more to write about after the show in next 
month’s issue.

Until next month.

Happy Coopering.

Graham Robinson 

BHA probably around 2012 before restoration
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Hopefully, I will have more to report next month after a good turnout 
of Mk 3 Ss at Beaulieu.

Simon Wheatcroft

Interesting plate on the door step. BHA was registered XXW 
6 and then JRO 212K for a while before being reunited with its 
original registration

The last Mk 3 S? HWP 522K prior to restoration

and after restoration a couple of years ago

RSP Cooper Register

The RSP Register Norfolk Run took 
place in May with eighteen people 
in eleven RSPs taking advantage of 
the generosity of Nick Cooke and 
the Mini Seven Racing Club. Nick, 
who is the Chairman of The Mini 
Seven Racing Club, kindly, organized 
20 free entry tickets for the RSP 
Register Norfolk Run on the Saturday 
at the Snetterton Mini Festival. 
Unfortunately, Nick, who is also an 
RSP owner, could not attend the run 
in the end.

Although the weather wasn’t too cold, it did rain for a couple of hours 
in the afternoon, but this didn’t spoil the enjoyment of the racing and 
facilities on offer. Late in the afternoon ten of the RSPs headed off 
via a fuel stop to The Mermaid at Elsing where RSP S owner, Colin 
Higgins, had arranged with the Landlady (his sister) an evening meal 
for all in a private room. Good food, good company and good ale!

Roger Hunt

The RSP Register Norfolk Run crews

The Mermaid Esling car park

On the road to Cley
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With all staying nearby, we met up in the Mermaid’s carpark the 
following morning to drive across country to the North Norfolk 
coast at Cley for a short stop. We drove in convoy along the coast 
road through Blakney and other picturesque villages on to the small 
harbour town of Wells Next The Sea. 

A risky (double yellow lines) parking spot in line along the harbour 
resulted in an offer of a sea view parking spot on the drive of a local. 
This we took up when we returned for Fish n’chips. 

After photos we headed towards the magnificence of the Holkham 
estate and its Hall where I had arranged for us to park in front of the 
house overlooking the lake.

Yellow lines at Wells harbour

Holkham Hall

Lion overlooking RSPs

Here we had more photos and some took the chance to look 
around the exhibitions, the grounds and the hall, with a café on site 
for refreshments.

More photos as we drove out of the estate along the mile long 
Obelisk Road and back out through the exit gate.

Then it was back to Wells for the promised secure parking and Fish 
n’chips on the Harbour wall from Frenchies. We had a really good 
bunch of people take part and both Von and I thoroughly enjoyed 
their company over the weekend.

Overlooking the Holkham Hall lake

Obelisk Road Holkham estate

Leaving the Holkham Hall estate
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My friend and RSP owner, Simon Lilley, won first in Class at the Louth 
Classic Car show. Well done Simon!

A big thanks for help with the photos goes to Tanya Field, Peter 
Nicholson, Kelly White and Des Lavery.

I’ll cover Beaulieu in next month’s issue, and don’t forget to let me 
know if you want your RSP on the Register stand at Stanford Hall. 

Roger Hunt

Simon’s RSP wins Modern Classic Class award at the Louth based show

Mini Super Register

This month’s report relates to that 
of an Austin Super which I first came 
across three years ago. At the time 
it was advertised for sale in Portugal. 
Originally painted Tartan red with 
black roof, the car was built at the 
Cowley factory in February 1962, then 
exported shortly afterwards. 

Not much is known about the 
Super’s earlier history but it came 
up for sale again in November 2017. 
By now the car had a number of 
unoriginal features fitted including the 
interior. However, its luck was about 
to change when the car was spotted 

for sale by French Mini enthusiast Sebastien Vanderlee. 

Sebastien’s interest in Minis began at the age of eighteen when, 
having passed his driving test, he saw a car he liked. He didn’t 
buy the Mini as it required work and he needed reliable transport 
immediately. So his parents bought him a Renault 5 but Sebastien 

Garry Dickens

never forgot the charm of the Mini, deciding that one day he 
would buy one.

After raising a family, Sebastien decided that, for his fortieth birthday, 
he would at last treat himself to a Mini. It had to be a ‘proper’ Mini with 
external door-hinges and so he found a RHD 1967 Austin Super deluxe. 
He kept and enjoyed the car for three years, driving it many miles, 
including to the 2016 IMM in Belgium. Sebastien then decided that he 
wanted a more powerful Mini and bought a 1968 Cooper. Not having 
sufficient room for both cars at the time, the SDL was sold. 

Sebastien immediately regretted the sale, as did his wife, so he 
started looking for a replacement 850 Mini. Six months later he saw 
the Super advertised for sale. He knew the Super was very rare, 
so he researched the model then contacted a friend in Portugal 
who viewed the car for him and then delivered an appraisal. The 
Super needed work but was largely sound, complete and reasonably 
priced. So Sebastien bought it on the strength of a photo and 
someone else’s description. 

The little Super was then transported 1,700 km to her new home in 
France to join Sebastien’s Cooper. Upon the car’s arrival Sebastien 
carried out an inspection of it and was pleased as well as very relieved 
to find the Super was as good as he had hoped; it even had the 
original body number tag fitted to the floor. 

During the past few month’s Sebastien has sourced a number of rare 
parts which were missing from the car and at the time of writing, he 
is replacing the incorrect interior (Newton Commercial to the rescue 
again). There is still much work to be done to restore the Super 
completely to its original condition, but as the accompanying photos 
show, it is well on its way.

Sebastien's Super upon arrival

And after just a few months
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Finally, my usual plea, if you own, have owned, or know of a Super, 
even if it no longer exists, please do let me know so I may record its 
details or fate. 

Garry Dickens

Boot with no badges

New boot-badges

Interior currently being renewed

1275GT Register

My register report in May, looking 
back to the launch of the GT and how 
it was received and accepted by the 
buying public, prompted a response 
from Northern Ireland based member, 
John Lyons.

John had a very successful motorsport 
career in the early 1970s, winning 
multiple championships in the Autotest 
discipline. John’s preferred machine 
for this form of motorsport was his 
1275GT registered AGI 6666, amongst 
a couple of GTs he had from new in 
1970 and 1971.

John’s take on the early cars with the 3.65:1 final drive, is that BL took 
this step as a means to compensate for the lower power the GT had 
compared to a Cooper S. They tried to produce a similar sporting 
feeling that would get a good response from road testing journalists.

Considering how the GT would be driven as an everyday car by 
potential buyers did not seem to be a priority for BL, until later cars 
came off the line with the higher ratio final drive.

In John’s view the early 3.65:1 ratio suited his requirements for Autotests 
perfectly and, when combined with the softer power and torque of the 
GT compared to the Cooper S, his 1275GT AGI 6666 was unbeatable 
in John’s hands. John’s later rally career saw him racing the top spec cars 
of that period, including MK1, MK2 Escorts and the Lancia Integrale. 

Alan Clark

John Lyons in AGI6666, still his all-time favourite

John’s Autotest successes on his car’s door and he is still a Mini fan
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Looking back at the many cars of differing marques that John drove in 
various forms of motor sport, John considers his original1275GT was 
always his favourite and he remains a big GT fan to this day! 

When it comes to overseas contact, I am always amazed at how far the 
MCR and CooperWorld cast their nets. When I received an enquiry 
about a GT from Mike Ketchum, I had to look twice when I found he 
was in Louisiana, USA! Mike’s acquisition is a 1975 GT, which must be 
a very rare car in the US. From Mike’s pictures, it’s clear that his GT 
has had a number of modifications over the years and he was unsure 
of what to do with it. The challenge of bringing it back to an original 
presentation would be daunting enough in the UK, but the prospect of 
sourcing rare GT parts in the US would pose an even greater task.

An unusual site on the streets of Louisiana 

Moulded arches could be tricky to remove, perhaps best left?

Original dash and instruments but sadly, seats and interior not so

Air horns show 1970s heritage

Nikki carb, unusual choice for a GT, spares could be rare

Clear float bowl is a useful feature
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One of the more unusual mods on the car is the fitment of a 
Nikki carburettor. These twin choke carbs with a glass window 
float chamber do not seem to figure high on the list of possible 
modifications in the UK; possibly something more popular in the 
US market.

Hopefully, Mike will be able to work out a viable plan to save his 
GT in some form and end up with a car that will be a real star in 
his homeland.

Alan Clark

 Modern MINI Cooper Register

A quiet month on the Register but I 
did receive an envelope of early MINI 
stuff from Phillip Splett. I do like to 
keep a history file of the way the 
‘New’ MINI, now over 15 years old, 
has moved with the times, so thank 
you Phillip.

I still hear some MCR members saying 
that the MINI is not like the old Mini. 
Of course it is not, it is now into its 
3rd reincarnation. The word MINI has 
become a brand and not a car model. 
A bit like the Ford Mustang of today is 
not a bit like the one Steve McQueen 
drove in Bullit. (Still on YouTube). Of 
the BMC Minis, Mk1, Mk2, Mk3, Mk4 

and Rover, thankfully not all of these are the same. In years to come 
maybe we will have a section for the R50 series, R63 series and F56 
series. Who knows? It is after all a ‘One Make’ car club and rightly 
serves its membership. I am sure the discussion will go on for years.

My wonderful new F56 JCW is running great, and has 3,500 miles on 
the clock already. The driver's seat side bolster is already showing 
signs of wear. Maybe because of my size but I am sure that a better 
quality of leather would help. It is protected with various products 
but still niggles me.

JCW’s are still being made at Oxford and orders are also being taken. 
The MINI CHALLENGE has a nice display of MINIs at each of its 
meetings. My car usually sits alongside them. What is great is that every 
time I open the boot people come along to take a look at the car, sit in 
it and ask about it. 10 minutes later we are usually still talking.

News from OX4 is that the MINI Clubman has been named best in 
class by Honest John!

The All4 JCW Clubman is my favourite and it looks enormous due 
to the 6 doors, the actual footprint is not much longer than a MINI 
Hatch. It just happens to be £6,000 more than a standard JCW!

David Young

The best colour choice is the new Starlight Blue, with a Black or Red 
roof, it is to die for. Dream On.

Not much to chat about this month, no fords, no accidents, no long 
phone calls. But at least the racing season has started. The MINI 
Festival at Brands Hatch is on the weekend of the 25th to 26th 
August,and if that is too far down south for you, then the MINI 
Festival is also at Oulton Park on 21st July. I shall be at both with my 
cameras ready so, if you see me, stop me and have a chat.

Until next month keep those MINIs gleaming.

David Young

The rear of JCW in Starlight Blue
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday 21st June

Brent Knoll Inn, Burnham-on-Sea. TA9 4JG.  
Located on the A38  

David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall 3rd Thursday of each 
month at 7.30pm

The Wrey Arms, Bickington Road, Sticklepath, Barnstaple
EX31 2BX 01271 859360 www.thewreyarms.co.uk

Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

TBA

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

  Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

The Queens Head, Portsmouth Road, Fishers Pond, 
Eastleigh SO50 7HF 

Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 12th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

  Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Mick Tully 01273 883349  
g-tully@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Warwickshire Region meeting venue is being sold so 
to avoid a wasted journey please send email to warks@
cliffdporter.co.uk  to confirm location of monthly 
meeting.  Thank you. Cliff Porter, Regional Organiser.

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

NEW
CONTACT

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org
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MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

Coopers at Combe
Castle Combe Race Circuit

Saturday 18th August 2018
 

Entry is limited to 15 cars and places are available on 
a first come first served basis, so book early to avoid 
disappointment by contacting Graham E Robinson and 
also for further details. 
This is a very popular event with members. Usually, 
only five cars are allowed out on to the track at once 
making it safer than other Mini track days at this circuit. 
Club members are welcome to spectate on the day and 
admission is free. 

80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex,  
SS3 0HW 01702 219298  

graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

Mini Cooper Register presence - email John Price at SC-15@icloud.com  

Car Club benefits entry for 2, infield parking at approx 60% for 2 outside parking 



Bristol Gloucester and Somerset Region

After a number of recommendations for people, I decided to fit an 
electronic ignition to my 1971 Cooper S. There are a number on the 
market, but AccuSpark now sell a refurbished D23 distributor (dizzy) 
with their Stealth electronic ignition already installed. It is called Stealth, as 
all the parts are inside the distributor cap and so you would never know 
it was fitted looking from the outside. It took little time to install and 10 
minutes to try and find the right setting for the dizzy. Once in, you notice 
the car starts faster, accelerates more positively and the already quick Mini 
feels much faster. It is too soon to know how it affects the MPG - but so 
far I am very happy with it. I would say having a refurbished dizzy and the 
Stealth unit for a shade under £70 is a good deal. 

I attended the International Mini Meet (IMM) in Portugal. It was my 
first IMM and so I wasn’t sure what to expect, but basically it is a Mini 
community event where people from all around the world celebrate all 
things Mini in a social environment over a weekend. See some photos 
here. Next year the IMM 2019 will be in Bristol! The dates are August 
8th to 12th and the location is not far from where the M4 and M5 
motorways cross, at Easter Compton. The event will celebrate the Mini’s 
60th Birthday. There is a very good promotional video on their website: 
https://imm2019.co.uk/. Of course, the MCR BGS region will be there in 
our own designated area, if you are interested in attending, than please 
contact me on the following address: bgsregion@minicooper.org

At the end of the month I also attended the Berkeley Castle Classic Car 
Show. The event was busy and I met a number of people including an 
American truck owner (see photo)

The MCR’s Mini Day at Beaulieu is fast approaching as I type these 
words so it will all be over by the time you read this. Hopefully, the 
weather was good and it was a great show.

Finally, on Sunday 15th July we will be at Sherborne Castle for a 
classic car show. I will make contact with members to show their 
cars very soon.

Please also remember, your MCR membership now gives you a discount 
at Mini Sport: http://www.minisport.com 

That’s it from me.

David Dangerfield

Dorset Region

On May 5th the Dorset Region attended the annual Downton Classic Car 
Show. We were blessed with a beautiful sunny day which always encourages 
classic car owners to bring out their pride and joy, indeed the exhibition area 
was full of a wide variety of classic and vintage automobiles.

We had 12 cars on the region stand, 3 new and 9 classics. I would like to 
thank Ian Williams who drove his very smart Mk1 Mini Cooper S from 
Bristol and also Clive and Melanie Brooks for driving some distance to 
attend the show too.

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Dave Ball and his brother Roy were in Dave’s very original Mk1 Cooper 
and Dave was delighted to receive the award for the most original 
classic car in daily use. Well deserved Dave.

The Downton Cuckoo Fair is held on the same day as the car show and it 
is always worth a visit for the food outlets alone! (try the Mini doughnuts!).

Our thanks to the DEWS club for a superbly organised day and to their 
members for all the hard work they put in to make the show possible. 
We are looking forward to next year’s show already.

A couple of months ago Frank and Stella Willis informed our group of 
a forthcoming classic mini show at Amberley Museum and Heritage 
Centre near Arundel, Sussex. 

They offered free entry to classic Mini owners, so on the 12th May, 
myself and Adrian Mitchell, made the journey to Amberley in my John 
Cooper S. Some 120 classic Minis were there on the day and what a 
great day out it was. It was a fascinating place to visit with many different 
exhibits on show. It certainly needs more than one day to view them 
all and we are definitely intending to visit it again next year. Thanks to 
Frank and Stella for the info.

Nick Stansmore
07788 646800 
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Herts & North London Region

On the 6th May we represented the MCR at the Duxford IWM Spring 
Classic Car Show and a first for our club. Despite a rather complicated 
booking procedure, once in, we were soon enjoying ourselves on 
a good pitch adjacent to the American hanger. The weather was 
perfect and this, with the attention of the visiting public, added to our 
enjoyment as friends together and an undoubted success for our club. 
We were outnumbered by other Mini clubs but they could not match 
the quality of our four cars. My thanks go to Simon Arnett, Steve 
Burkinshaw and Tony and Christine Clark for bringing their cars and 
for supporting the event.

Duxford is well worth a visit with a large collection of aircraft, both 
civil and military and fly pasts of historic aircraft. With all this and 
associated historic WW2 buildings and equipment, a day’s visit is not 
enough to see everything.

Dave and his award

Sportspacks at show

Herts & North London Region at Duxford airfield and museum

A tiring afternoon

Lot of Minis on display at Amberley

REGIONAL REPORTS
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On the 9th May we welcomed our Honorary member Stuart Turner to 
our monthly meeting, not at The Duke of York pub, but at the Potters 
Bar United Reformed Church.

This meeting was first suggested by Neil Burgess last December. 
Together we undertook a considerable amount of advertising and 
promotion of the event through CooperWorld and other media and 
invited local car enthusiast clubs to come along. Our efforts and 
considerable help from the church members in organising seating, teas 
etc resulted in a very memorable evening. 

Stuart spoke for about an hour and a half. His knowledge of team 
involvement in motorsport, the famous people he had worked with 
and his humorous anecdotes, kept us all engaged and entertained 
during the evening. He is great to listen to.

Although we did not charge for admission, we held a retiring collection 
for the charity started by his friend Sir Jackie Stewart, called Race Against 
Dementia, and this raised an amazing £700. We thank the club, the church, 
friends and all those connected for their support and generosity.

We would recommend Stuart’s company to other regions. Please feel 
free to contact us if we can help.

Rod Chilcot and Neil Burgess

Kent Region 

Just a couple of bits this month!

Don’t forget The Ham Sandwich Run for this year takes place on the 
19th August. Please contact us ASAP to book your space on this year’s 
run. We will limit the event to 40 cars so get in quick. Members from all 
regions are welcome on a first come first served basis!

We are the Brands Hatch Mini Festival, this year taking place over 
the weekend of Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th August. We will have a 
club stand on the Sunday; buy your tickets from http://brandshatch.
mini-festival.co.uk/. The discount on tickets is available on the 
dropdown under club bookings. Please drop us a line if you would 

like to join us so we can keep an eye on numbers. All cars and 
regions are welcome.

Kent Events List for 2018 is below. Please contact us if you would like 
to attend any of these events. We do need to hear from you ASAP 
for Bearsted, Darling buds and for the Deal show as we need to pre-
purchase tickets and spaces will be limited on the stand. 

Kent Events List 2018

Darling Buds of May Classic Car Show, 1st July. Bethersden
Bearsted Green Classic, 29th July, Bearsted Nr Maidstone.
Brands Hatch Mini Festival 25th-26th August, Brands Hatch Circuit.
Ham Sandwich Run, 19th August, Ashford.
Oh So Retro, September, 30th September, Margate. 

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent 
ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. The July meeting will be the 
11th. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

This year seems to be exceptional for the number of requests I am getting 
to either organise a display of cars at Fairs or Fetes, or attend fundraising 
charity events. In the first category was a request to put on a display at 
the Sandon Hall Spring Fair on May 6th. Sandon Hall is a few miles from 
Stone on the A51 and home of the Harrowby family, who have been 
involved in law and politics for more than 200 years. Despite other classic 
events in the locality, notably the Donington Park Historic Festival and a 
large classic car gathering at Catton Hall, I managed to assemble around 
40 cars, ranging from a 1934 Riley Kestrel to a 1991 Morgan +8. The 
display was on a gravelled area (makes a nice change from grass!) in front 
of the hall, where people passed through to get access to the Spring Fair 
in the gardens. Amongst the display was a nice Austin 1300 saloon, which 
attracted a lot ‘My dad had one of those’ type comments and then a BMC 
Morris Minor and an Austin A40 were parked next to each other as a 
throwback to when they were sold at separate Morris and Austin dealers 
in the same towns. A huge 1941 Buick with a very impressive looking 
straight 8 ‘Fireball Dynaflash’ engine also attracted a lot of attention. 
Of Mini interest, Nick Harding of local specialist Minimine brought his 
1275GT and partner Bev brought her red Mini Clubman. Graham Harper 

The evening with Stuart Turner and an attentive audience

Stuart Turner entertaining the gathered audience at his talk

Graham Harper's Wolseley Hornet
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and wife Jean displayed their multiple Concours winning Wolseley Hornet 
Mk2 and Rover Cooper Sport. The day was blessed by the beginning of 
the hot weather that has put May 2018 into the record books.

Another event, this time at the home of MCR member Don Mitchell, 
Sandon House was in the ‘Fundraising’ category. Katharine House 
Hospice had looked after Don’s wife during her last weeks, and Don 
wanted to fundraise for this very worthy cause. Again, blessed by the 
weather gods, this event was more of a garden party with the theme 
of classic cars. A huge array of vintage, classic and exotic cars were on 
show, including a Bugatti Type 57 and a Bentley 3 litre. Looking very 
1930s but wearing a 2018 registration number, was the recreation 
of the Atalanta sports car. This beautifully detailed and finished car 
offered people an opportunity for spin around the local roads for a 
charity donation. Atalanta Motors also sponsored the rather tasty hog 
roast lunch! Once again Minis were in evidence; Ian and Carole Potter 
brought along their splendid grey Minivan and Nick Hunter attended 

with his very original Morris Cooper S Mk2, which was parked next to a 
vast Ford Galaxy. When a short shower arrived in the early afternoon, it 
was suggested Nick should put his ‘S’ in the boot of the Galaxy to keep 
it dry! A grand day out indeed – now where’s the Wensleydale?

Turning now to future events, and the most important ‘Save the Date’ 
is Saturday August 4th. This is the date of our 2018 Summer Tour 
which this year will feature the highways and byways for the Staffordshire 
Moorlands and the Peak District National Park. Plans are well advanced 
as I write these notes, but a key ingredient in the day is the lunch stop and 
the chosen venue are currently looking into the logistics of serving our 
large group. By the time you read these notes the entries will be open, so 
if you would like more details or make an entry, then contact me.

That’s all for this month as I’ve kept the words down to allow the editor 
a chance of including all the pictures from the two events mentioned 
above. As ever Minis and MINIs are welcome to attend our meeting and 
take part in the wide variety of events that we put on.
 
Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Jean Harper's Rover Cooper Sport

Mini Clubman and 1275GT at Sandon Hall Fair
Don Mitchell's Cooper with Frazer Nash and racing E-Type

Nick Hunter's Cooper S is dwarfed by the Ford Galaxy

The recreation of the Bugatti Atalanta

Sandon Hall Spring Fair display
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Cars for sale

1967 998cc MK II Mini Cooper for 
sale due to down-sizing and the car 
sadly not being used enough. We 
need to sell this excellent example 
to a good home. Major restoration 
over 2-3 years finally finished in 
May 2010. Wife’s first car in 1979 
it then deteriorated in numerous 
garages before the restoration.

Island Blue with Snowberry white roof, Minilite style alloy wheels, 
Repro Dunlop SP Aqua Jet Tyres, Superfin alloy rear brake drums, 
stainless steel exhaust/LCB manifold, stainless grille and bumpers, 
Halogen headlamps. Interior re-upholstered, contemporary Intertech 
steering wheel, Radiomobile updated to modern use (retaining facia), 
Smiths Tacho modified for electronic ignition, optional factory fitted 
fresh air heater. Engine balanced, lightened, original 12G295 lead 
free head, ported, gas flowed and larger valves fitted. Swiftune SW5 
cam, lightened flywheel, duplex light-weight timing gear, 11 row oil 
cooler, servo and Aldon electronic ignition. Nylon tube replacing steel 
on hydrolastic suspension with new steering rack.Featured in Mini 
Magazine in June 2011 and entered as Car of the Year Competition 

by the readers. Featured on MCR stand at Castle Combe MiniWorld 
Action Day and the Main Ring at The National Mini Day at Beaulieu.

Full service history, restoration photos and Invoices totalling over £10k, 
Insurance valuation of £15k. Genuine 40,650 Miles, MOT & Heritage 
Certificate. Offers in the region of £14,500. Car advertised on other 
media sites so might be withdrawn before publication.

Contact John on: 07970 676736 (Bath area) or email  
yannis.edmunds@tiscali.co.uk

1991 Mini Cooper full history and no rust so virtually mint condition. 
8,000 genuine miles and agreed insurance value. £9,995. Tel: 01325 
320228 and ask for Mr Dunn. Co. Durham

Two cars for sale: Rover Cooper Sportspack completely original bought 
new in 1997 only 8,026 kms. LHD with French registration. Austin Mini 
Cooper Mk 2 1968 bought new and converted during many years to a 
Monte Carlo rally replica; complete with a 1293cc engine, split webers, 
Heuer clocks, Halda Speed Pilot and Twin Master, plus many other 
Works type items fitted as per a 1960s Works car. 40,000kms and LHD 
with French registration. Tel: Jean 00 33 661 804825. Nice France

FOR SALE AND WANTEDFOR SALE AND WANTED
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WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Parts for sale

Carpet sets for sale

Complete 9 piece red Veltone carpet sets with sound proof backing. 
For Mini MKI, Cooper and Cooper S. Each set has a MKI heel mat 
attached and comes with floor clips plus separate black pads for 
underneath the seats. Also complete 9 piece black Veltone carpet sets 
with slightly thinner soundproofing. For MKII Cooper and Cooper S 
with MKII heel mat attached floor clips plus separate black pads for 
underneath the seats.

I also have rubber toe mats that stop your foot wearing out the carpet 
near the accelerator, plus MKI and MKII rubber heel mats that are sold 
separately to the 9 piece sets.

For any further information or to receive a sample please email: 
downtonbos@yahoo.co.uk or tel: 01970 617010/07974608333  
or BAS on 01633 873664. I am willing to ship worldwide.

Genuine BMW MINI rear seat cover purchased for a JCW Convertible in 
2017 - only taken out of packing once. Protects rear seat and side cards. 
Fits on all MINIs with front and rear headrests. Comes in storage bag. 
Cost £186 new and never used! £100 ono.Contact: philiptristram@
hotmail.com or 07967 697349

2018 Mini Cooper Children in Need limited edition of 150 Corgi 1/36 
scale models made by Corgi Minian with Swarovski crystal headlights 
including certificate and presentation box. £20 each including p&p in 
UK. If you would like to order please send a cheque for £20 payable to 
Ian Dunning and send it to 7 Wauldby Close Anlaby HU10 6QQ. Please 
allow 10 days for delivery.Thanks Ian Tel: 01482 653571.

Cars wanted

Cooper Spi, runner, solid, any condition. Call Ian Dunn on  
Tel: 01482 653571.

Mk1 Mini Cooper or S wanted for restoration must be original car. 
Anything considered please phone Kevin on 0208 508 4792 or  
07951 065524.

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious before 
purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose 
a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques 
should be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.  
All traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) and/
or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in 
written form only please and addressed to the magazine editor. 
This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or advert 
amendments.
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
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BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA

rr

-
tess.

LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics

SSSSLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS M
O

N
T

H
LY

M
O

N
T

H
LY

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR

LASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICCCLASSICLASSICLASSIC
GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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