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Mobile & tablet friendly

The World’s Largest Suppliers of Spares for the Mini 

www.minispares.com
All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either 
Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.   Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702

Brightwork
When it comes to being bright, Mini Spares Ltd really is, with its range of Mini brightwork and less-drag wiper blades that really clear the screen. Pianoforte Supplies in Northampton made
almost every body finishing part for the Mini but by 1979 it had scrapped the tooling for many Mk1 parts, including grilles, before its total closure many years later.  Mini Spares once again
came to the rescue and with some original drawings and foresight. The company ended up making all the parts required to keep these cars looking correct even before Rover’s closure  or the
retro-look trend started. Nearly all the trim, mouldings, grilles, grille surrounds, stainless steel bumpers and overiders from 1959-2000 are now made from Mini Spares’ own tooling. A large
range of aftermarket  bumpers are also stocked,  (but with the exception of any Clubman rear bumpers, which are unfortunately no longer available). The quality of Mini Spares’ UK made parts
was so good many of the parts for post 1990 Minis were supplied to Rover itself!

Power Unit
Mini Spares is one of the few companies investing in major engine and transmission parts to keep standard and performance Minis running. This is a large financial and time investment, which is
totally beyond the money-making copycats manufacturing the most commonly required parts. Mini Spares offers a range of specialist and upgraded gaskets along with most engine and transmission
parts - even the less commonly requested ones;  baulk rings that actually function correctly, made to original drawings and design, helical and straight cut gears including primary and idler gears
for most popular requirements, 5-speed gearboxes available in both straight-cut and helical versions and much more. In fact almost every motive part your Mini could ever need.

Mini Spares started in Southgate London N11 in 1975, before moving to Potters
Bar in 1999 and since then has developed into a world leading company with an
annual turnover in excess of £15 million and over 50 staff with the best expertise
and knowledge of their product in the business. Despite its size today, as ever,  the
company’s emphasis is still on quality, prices and customer satisfaction. A most
varied set of skills, but the common denominator is that all the staff are passionate
about MInis, whether it be racing, driving, rebuilding or just owning them. We all
love them, which is why you’ll find the heart in the middle of our logo.

Unmatched buying power 
Mini Spares’ buying power allows it to pass on huge savings to its customers,
which in turn also allows it to buy the huge quantities of stock required by original
suppliers to make the production runs viable.  This has helped to once again
produce products such as AP brake and clutch parts from 
the original tooling that was used for cars on the production line, although some
technical changes may have been dictated by modern EEC legislation.

Rubber Parts
Fed up with rubber parts not fitting properly or failing? Try Mini Spares products, as over 80% of their seals are made from Mini Spares tooling. Since the demise of the original tooling at St
Albans Rubber for Mk 1/2  seals, Silent Channel and Standard Products for door channels/seals and Schlegel /BTR for later door seals Mini Spares has procured or has its own tooling made and
produces products to the original or improved specifications. The 60 year old sponge honeycomb (air bubble) with an outer skin type of design as used by BMC for many of their models and of
course MK1 door/boot and rear side window seals can no longer be produced, but the Mini Spares’ alternatives fit perfectly when properly installed. All of the MK1/2 door sliding window
channels and chrome runners are also made from Mini Spares’ own tooling.

Since the demise of Rover and Unipart as the original suppliers many parts are still packaged as ‘genuine’ by the companies who obtained their rights and
stock. Some parts are old stock or from original suppliers, but some are re-sourced. Many parts are not what they used to be and the words “making profit
only” comes to mind when all the expertise in parts quality is scarce. Mini Spares once again comes to the rescue by examining these parts and deciding
what to stock and what to reject. Mini Spares tries to be completely transparent by giving verbal or web descriptions. That is why they are the Number One
supplier and website for Mini owners buying parts or seeking 
information from highly knowledgable staff.
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Safety Critical Parts - Many parts are copied - but not to Mini Spares standards!
Beware of poor quality swivel pins, track rod ends, brake hoses, wheel bearings and cv joints all being imported from the Far East as they are safety critical parts. There have been many sad
reports of failure but be assured Mini Spares Ltd parts are all the best quality and price available. Mini Spares own swivel pins have been supplied and boxed by both Rover and Unipart  since
the demise of the original part. Brake parts including hoses are from original AP braking supplies and tried and trusted non genuine parts are also available.
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

June magazine – 1st May
July magazine – 1st June
August magazine – 1st July

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Ian Hitchman 
20 Meadowfield Road, Barnby Dun,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 1LN 
01302 883550 (H) 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Sarah Monk 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
0045 9133 3068 
Competitions@minicooper.org   

Club Shop 
Sally Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton, Hants. SO31 8FJ  
02380 560073 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
The Beeches, Kiln Way, Grayshott, Hants. GU26 6JF 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Position vacant

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Barrie Williams
Mike Wood

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members 
against a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this 
means accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there 
may be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we 
hope, never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member 
of the public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing 
practices of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Ian Hitchman
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Sarah at Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer the 
membership - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print  CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
In last month’s editorial I mentioned 

that CooperWorld had been 
shortlisted for the award of 
Outstanding Club Magazine in the 
National Car Club Awards and that I 
was attending the awards ceremony 
to see if we might have won the 
award. Well, sadly, we were not 
successful this year and the award was 
won by the Triumph 2000 Register 
and their magazine Six Appeal! A bit 
disappointing to say the least, but the 
odds were somewhat stacked against 

us with 12 other magazines in the shortlist of possible winners. But as 
the saying goes, there’s always next year. 

Moving on to what’s in this month’s issue of CooperWorld and, firstly, 
I am pleased to say that we have acquired an additional contributor 
to the Technical Topics section with Rob Glenister joining our regular 
contributor Richard Pengelly. Rob used to work at Ford, primarily 
as a test engineer on fuel systems and Rob’s first article is on his 
recollections and experiences at Ford in development testing. Have 
a read of Rob’s article which you will, of course, find in the Technical 
Topics section of the magazine on page 34.

Then in the Events section we have three articles covering some 
the first significant events of the year. Robert Clayson has written 
an article on one of these three events, namely the 76th Members’ 
Meeting at Goodwood. This is a really great event to go to if you 
enjoy watching classic cars racing competitively and you can stand 
the inclement weather which usually accompanies this event and this 

year was no exception as you will find out when you read Robert’s 
article. Robert has also written a second article and this being on 
the Brooklands Mini Day. Robert covers some of the highlights of 
the show and at which the Thames Valley Region also had an MCR 
display of cars. And finally, our regular correspondent Cliff Porter 
has written an article on his experiences visiting the NEC Practical 
Classics Classic Car Restoration Show. This show seems to be 
growing larger each year and may well give the NEC Lancaster 
Classic Motor Show a run for its money in future years. Do read 
Cliff ’s article on this relatively new show.

If like me, you are interested in rallying, then turn to the 
Competition section and read Cara Jackson’s account of the first of 
the HRCR and Mini Sport Championship rallies. Cara covers some 
of the ups and downs which the participating crews experienced on 
the first rally of the season; all accompanied by some great action 
shots of the Minis involved too.

Finally, and unbelievably, we are only weeks away now from our 
National Mini Day at Beaulieu, so I hope you have got your tickets 
in advance for the show. If you have finished restoring a car or just 
not entered your car in the concours for a year or two and are 
contemplating entering it, then don’t delay! Download the entry 
form from the MCR website, fill it in and send it to Tony Salter as 
required. You never know: you might come away with some well 
earned silverware or other goodies for your car on the day.

Paul Sulma 



in competition isn’t high, we do need to continue to support and 
encourage those who compete and those aspiring to. Peter is himself 
a seasoned and successful competitor in historic rallying and brings a 
wealth of experience – he has also been Competition Secretary with 
the club before. So welcome Peter and thank you for putting your name 
forward. With the departure of Sarah Voss as our Youth Co-ordinator 
we really do need someone to step into that position. We all recognise 
that the youth are the flag bearers for the future of the club. Our age 
demographic of the membership is on the high side and for us to have 
a successful future we need young members coming through to help 
run the club. To that end, we need to encourage our younger members 
and provide an environment within the club where they can continue 
and make the club grow. We see the role of a Youth Co-ordinator as 
someone who can make those aspirations a reality. So, if you feel you 
have the energy and ideas to help encourage and support younger 
members do considering offering your services. 

Finally, at the post AGM Committee meeting I was pleased to be nominated 
as Chairman for another year with Tony Salter also being nominated as Vice 
Chairman. This will be my ninth year as Club Chairman and perhaps it is 
time for me to call this my last year and let someone else take the reins, but 
I will happily continue as long as my services are required.

Don’t forget that we are now just six weeks away from Beaulieu, 
our National Day on 10th June – which always seems to creep up 

rather quickly, once we slowly kiss goodbye to winter. The event will 
again I’m sure be a great success and the weather will be perfect. I’d 
also advise buying your tickets in advance, on line, firstly to save some 
money (especially if you don’t plan to come along in a Mini) and secondly, 
to save time at the gate. Visit www.minicooper.org and follow the links 
for Beaulieu tickets. The savings are very worthwhile. We will have both 
of our sponsors there, Mini Sport and Carole Nash, who will gladly sell 
you Mini parts and give you insurance quotes respectively, so do go and 
support them. We will again have some of our Honorary members there 
for you to talk to and get an autograph. Not forgetting, of course, Graham 
Robson, our commentator for the day, who will be interviewing the 
visiting celebrities and entertaining you with his encyclopaedic knowledge 
of all thing to do with motoring. For club members wishing to take a 
‘Trunk Traders’ pitch to shift some of your unwanted Mini bits and sell 
them free of eBay and PayPal fees, contact Tony Salter and he will book 
you in (02380 560073 evenings). Now, a plea, yet again, for helpers on 
the day. Tony needs volunteers to help out for a couple of hours to park 
and marshal cars into the right places. Without these people, the day 
would soon degrade into chaos. So, if you fancy a free entry and a meal 
voucher, please call Tony and offer your services.  He and the rest of the 
club will be eternally grateful – your club needs you! 

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

The AGM, held at the Banbury House 
hotel on 18th March was without 

doubt, the quietest and easiest AGM 
in memory – largely because the snow 
that swept the country that weekend 
decimated what is at best a small audience. 
Nevertheless, six of the Committee 
made the journey and the very small 
number of members attending made for 
a most convivial meeting. A full set of the 
AGM Minutes are available on the MCR 
member’s only area of the forum, as 
indeed are all of the minutes of Committee 

meetings. In summary, the club is in a healthy position in membership 
numbers, which continue to steadily grow and financially we are also 
in a very strong position. The club made a surplus during the year, 
reversing the previous year’s loss and this, coupled with the additional 
sponsorship we have from Mini Sport, together with retaining that from 
Carole Nash, means going forward we should be in the black again this 
time next year despite the obvious increase in costs of running the club 
and publishing and distributing CooperWorld. As I indicated last month, 
the much valued increase in our income does mean that we can now 
consider increasing the number of pages in CooperWorld, which I know 
will be well received, not the least by Paul Sulma, our editor, who does 
sometimes struggle to squeeze all the copy that he has into the magazine. 
We did have a member’s question, added to the agenda, seeking approval 
to increase our subscription. I’m pleased to say that with the additional 
sponsorship and the surplus recorded this year, we can shelve any 
increase for another year.

We always announce the club awards at the AGM but give out the awards 
to our wider audience at Beaulieu. This year’s awards for services to the 
club, which is the Don Moore trophy, goes to Niall Cook for his fine work 
in running and promoting the Borders Rally. The club personality award, 
which is the Big Valve trophy, goes to John McIntosh for devising and 
running the Abingdon Works weekend. The Regional award goes to David 
Dangerfield who has done great things in running the Bristol, Gloucester 
and Somerset Region. Finally, we have the Editor's award which goes 
to Simon Wheatcroft for his continued contributions to CooperWorld 
as Mk1 and Mk3 Registrar. I hope to be able to award these trophies 
personally, to the worthy recipients, at Beaulieu in June.

The Committee election at the AGM saw all of those seeking re-
election carried by the floor which leaves me to thank Peter Moss, 
Rod Chilcot and Sarah Voss who were standing down and not seeking 
re-election. I am pleased to say that after the AGM Peter Barker has 
been voted on as Competition Secretary. Peter will be a great asset to 
the club and although the number of MCR members who are active 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during March

NEW MEMBERS
Garry Houghton & Sue Vipond Houghton, Preston, Lancashire

Ivan & Jonathan Wise, Reading, Berkshire

Jochen Wendel, Weiler-simmerberg, Bayern, Germany

Adrian Adams & Philip Richards, Bognor Regis, West Sussex

Bernard Woodruff, Bangsar South City, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Charlie Todd, Bournemouth, Dorset

Roger Long, St Albans, Hertfordshire

Tom Pettman, Ramsgate, Kent

India Hutchinson & Jordan Blyth, Stockton on Tees, Cleveland

Robert Isely, Teignmouth, Devon

Michael Stanley & Margaret Thorpe, Dudley, West Midlands

Mike Hood, London

Tim Blake & Laura Allan, Rochester, Kent

Eric & Chloe Schneider, Kusnacht , Zurich, Switzerland

Nick Scarr, Aldeburgh, Suffolk

Phil Anning, Ashford, Kent

Coralie & Douglas Lacoss, Surbiton, Surrey

Mark Robson, Canterbury, Kent

Simon Banting, Waterlooville, Hampshire



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS
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tickets are available from http://www.mini-festival.co.uk/. Tickets for 
brands are available at a reduced rate select Mini Cooper Register in the 
dropdown. Also let me know so I know to expect you! 
    
The Ham Sandwich Run for 2018 will be on Sunday 19th August, 
registration now open. It will be £30 per car including entry to the 
attraction visit for driver and navigator. Don’t miss out spaces are limited. 

Thank you to John Price for co-ordinating the Silverstone Classic on the 
weekend of 20th to 22nd July, and club attendance is likely to be one 
day. For further information contact John at SC_15@icloud.com for the 
discount code.

That’s all for now!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
Tel: events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

T he Herts and North London Region 
are hosting an evening with one of the 

Club’s honorary members Stuart Turner. 
This promises to be a very entertaining 
evening and so the region extend a warm 
welcome to all. There will be a retiring 
collection and all donations will go to the 
charity Race against Dementia, started by 
Sir Jackie Stewart. The event is being held 
on Wednesday 9th May 2018 starting at 
8pm. The venue is the United Reformed 
Church in Darkes Lane, Potters Bar, 
EN6 1BZ. Please contact Rod Chilcot for 
further details.

A big thanks goes to the guys from the Thames Valley Region for hosting 
one of the early shows in the calendar at Brooklands. A thoroughly 
enjoyable day by all accounts and the usual relaxed friendly atmosphere 
on the MCR stand and at the event overall. 

The club still has a ticket for the LSMOC London to Brighton Mini Run 
again taking place on the 20th May, contact me via email or telephone 
for further details.

We have dates for the three Mini festivals, Brands Hatch 25th & 26th 
August, Oulton Park, 21st July and Snetterton 12th and 13th May. We 
will have a club stand hosted by the Kent gang at Brands Hatch and 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key

Bold = National MCR event or Club stand 
 
Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance

May 2018

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: 4th-5th-6th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: http://www.doningtonhistoric.com/

May 2018

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: 4th-5th-6th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: http://www.doningtonhistoric.com/

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: 6th May 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park Classic Mini’s.  
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.
co.uk/action-day.htm

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: 5th-6th May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground,  
Downton, Wilts 
Contact: downton@live.co.uk or Dorset Region 
Rep. Nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Event: Riveria Run 
Date: 5th-7th May 
Location: St Austell, Cornwall 
Contact: http://www.cmcrivierarun.co.uk/

Event: An evening with Stuart Turner 
Date: 9th May (Wednesday 8pm) 
Location: United Reformed Church in Darkes Lane, 
Potters Bar, EN6 1BZ 
Contact: Rod Chilcot 01707 650107

Event: Himley Hall British Mini Day 
Date: 13th May  
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Mini at Home 
Date: 13th May  
Location: Mini Oxford 
Contact: https://www.luxemini.com/mini-at-home

Event: Mini Festival 
Date: 12th-13th May 
Location: Snetterton 
Contact: http://snetterton.mini-festival.co.uk/

Event: Minis at the Quarry 
Date: 12th May 
Location: Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre 
Contact: http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/

Event: IMM Portugal 
Date: 17th-23rd May 
Location: Praia de Mira, Portugal 
Contact: http://www.imm2018.pt/

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
Date: 19th - 20th May 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 20th May  
Location: Brighton 
Contact: http://www.london-to-brighton.co.uk/

June 2018

Event: Minis at Dunsfold 
Date: 2nd June  
Location: Dunsfold (Top Gear Track) 
Contact: https://minisatdunsfold.co.uk/

Event: South Hants Classic Vehicle Preservation 
Society Show and Auto Jumble  
Date: 3rd June 
Location: Queen Elizabeth Country Park 
Contact: www.shvps.org.uk 

Event: National Metro & Mini Show  
Date: 3rd June 2018 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/
events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day 
Date: 10th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade 
stands and concours judging. Also includes 
an autojumble. It is open to all marques of 
Minis/MINI’s.  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 17th June 
Location: Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. Displays, 
traders, club stands, autojumble. 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 16th-17th June  
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com
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Event: Really Retro Show 
Date: 24th June  
Location: Seighford Airfield, Stafford. 
Contact: http://www.reallyretroshow.com/

July 2018

Event: Minis Wipers  
Date: 7th-8th July 
Location: Ypres Belgium 
Contact: Justin Ridyard events@minicooper.org

Event: Classic Le Mans 
Date: 6th - 7th – 8th July 
Location: Le Mans, France  
Contact: http://www.lemansclassic.com/language/
en/home/

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 12th – 15th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: The Thames Valley Tour 
Date: 15th July 2018 
Location: Thames Valley region.   
Contact: Terry Schraider schraider@
btinternet.com

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: NO EVENT FOR 2018 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 20th -22nd July  
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - SC_15@icloud.com

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 21st July 
Location: Oulton Park  
Contact: http://oultonpark.mini-festival.co.uk/

August 2018

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 3rd-5th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: 4th-5th August 
Location: Westbrook Farm Touring Park, Harp Rd, 
Brent Knoll, Highbridge TA9 4HQ 
Contact: http://www.utmm.co.uk/new/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 4th and 5th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car.  
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 12th August 
Location: Santa Pod Raceway, Northants 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: GRAHAM ROBINSON  
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 19th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 25th – 26th August 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

September 2018

Event: Beaulieu Autojumble 
Date: 1st - 2nd September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 7th-9th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 16th – 17th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: TBC

Event: Minis to the Alps  
Date: 15th – 22nd September  
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 22nd September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 23rd September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Mini Action Day 2018 
Date: 29th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 30th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2018

November 2018

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 9th 11th November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

January 2019

Event: Mini Cooper Register Hinton Firs 
Weekend 
Date: 25th to 29th January 
Location: Bournemouth  
Contact: Josh Bromage j-bromage@outlook.com

EVENTS

Mini Cooper Register | 13

EVENTS

01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR

Trade Supporter
2018

Brian Culcheth is patron to the show and is looking for a collection of rally
cars for this year’s event. Historic rally cars are of interest and, of course,
Ex-Works cars in particular. To see a preview last year’s show go to:
www.classicsatthecastle.co.uk

If you would like to take part please contact Brian for further details:
Tel: 01643 863275 Mobile: 07837185254 Email: bculcheth@aol.com

The Sherborne  
Classic Car Show, Dorset 
Sunday 15th July 2018
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The MCR’s National Mini Day at Beaulieu 
Sunday 10th June 2018

I am pleased to say that our plans for our Club’s National day in June are progressing well.  

Neville Smyth has been very busy finding coachbuilt cars for the headline display this year. This display will 
be arranged along the gravel track opposite the Ex-Works and Competition cars display.

In the meantime, I am still looking for additional plastic bodied Mini derivatives to join the ones I have 
already been promised including GTM and Midas, but any other types would be nice to have in the display 
line up for variety.  

The registrars are still looking for cars to put on their respective stands too. So, if you have a car available, 
why not call them and a free ticket could be yours as well as a fairly prominent parking space.

Trade stands are being booked regularly, so there will be plenty to buy parts wise on the day. If you need to 
sell some old bits and pieces from your hoard, then why not book a trunk trade pitch. Pitches cost only £10 in 
advance or £15 on the day; but no tables or large vans are allowed, just a sheet or similar on the ground. This 
is definitely for the non-professional.  It is normally very popular and last year we were nearly oversubscribed.

There is still plenty of room for regional stands, only a few have been booked at the moment.  If your region 
is interested you can contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org or use the form on the website. A regional 
stand is ideal for a trip out as a group and then parking together at the show amongst other regions.

The concours is still available and as I write, although a few people have entered already, there is plenty of 
room for more. As I have said previously, the concours is an opportunity to show off your car, possibly win 
a trophy and some AutoGlym goodies whilst having a parking spot right in the arena!  If you look at the 
details on the website you will see that changes have been made to the regular classes in an effort to make 
the concours more attractive to a wider group of people.  Last year we had an unprecedented number and 
this year I am hoping for a similar turnout.

Helpers are always needed for the show. If you can offer me a couple of hours of your time, I can give you a 
free ticket and some lunch vouchers as well my appreciation. 

Finally, advance tickets are available now from the ticket line. Go to www.minicooper.org and follow the 
Beaulieu link.  

For more information either contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org or go to our website  
www.minicooper.org and follow the Beaulieu link.

 Tony Salter 

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.

Online at www.minicooper.org 
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FOR MORE DETAILS OF THESE AND OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE SEE OUR WEBSITE

www.swiftune.com
ORDER ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR MAIL ORDER TEAM ON

+44 (0) 1233 850843 OR sales@swiftune.com

Exclusive supplier of Quaife
Mini Transmissions

The legendary SW5 Camshaft available 
in four different money saving kits

Exclusive Retro-style
Flywheel & Backplate

CSI Electronic
Distributors with
exclusive Swiftune

ignition curves

classicline*
INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

FOR LITTLE RISKS

Our policies come with some great benefits as standard:
Agreed values (for vehicles over 5 years old). 
Limited mileage discounts; the less you use your car, the less you pay. 
Multi-vehicle policies; we can insure multiple cars at extra discount.  
Free club arranged track days; all other track days are on a referable basis. 
Breakdown cover included on all our policies. 
Extra club discounts for being a member of the Mini Cooper Register.
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Beaulieu volunteers
This year’s date for the show is the 10th June 

and, as usual, I am in need of volunteers to 
help with marshalling. There are two shifts, one 
from 8:00am to 10:30am and the later one from 

10:30am to 1:00pm. 

As you can see I only need 2 ½ hours maximum 
of your time. In return I can offer a free entry 
ticket, a meal voucher and the opportunity to 

see many of the cars that come to our show. The 
remainder of the day is your own.

Please either call me on 02380 560073 (eves 
only) or email me on beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Helpers are essential to the running of our national 
day and your help is very much appreciated. 

If you are interested in

helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073

alternatively email me on

beaulieu@minicooper.org

Trade Stands
We are now taking bookings for Trade 
Stands for this year’s National Mini Day at 
the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, New 
Forest, Hampshire and we are pleased to say 
that the cost of stands is being held at last 
year’s level.

We are restricted on space for stands, so they will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
Early booking is therefore essential to ensure 
your place and booking must be made in advance 
as it will not possible to turn up on the day. Each 
5m x 5m trade stand will be £45 plus the cost of 
an entrance ticket per person attending. Please 
go to our website www.minicooper.org, follow 
the Beaulieu tab, to see the latest update on the 
trade stands and availability. 

 
Please email Peter Barratt  
at: email beaulieutrade@minicooper.org 

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 
website www.minicooper.org and email 

it to Tony Salter at:  
beaulieu@minicooper.org

If you do not have access to a computer
call Tony Salter on 02380 560073 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket.

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble. We will have an area 
reserved for private autojumbling from a 
non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket. 

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter (02380 560073).
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Agreed Value

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm.
As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. †Based on an average customer saving 33% compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 51 year old male driving a 1972 MG B; a 1971 
MG B and a 1972 MG Midget. Savings accurate as of 18 September 2017. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a 
trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

You could also save 33% with a
Multi-Classic Vehicle policy† 

Choose your own specialist repairer

UK & European breakdown and accident recovery, 
including Homestart - worth over £100 when 
compared to other providers

The All Inclusive Carole Nash Difference

0800 083 6302
CALL NOW 

carolenash.com/classic-car Based on reviews from July 2017 – December 2017

of customers would 
recommend Carole Nash91

Adding class
to your journey
Well formed Mini Insurance
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Plastic Minis
Although Beaulieu this year will feature a line up of 

coach built Minis in the main arena, as I mentioned in 
last month’s issue, the alternative display in the arena 

will be of plastic bodied kit cars closely associated 
with the Mini. I have 12 places and I am looking for 

appropriate cars to form this display.

If you have a car that could be a candidate, then 
please contact me via beaulieu@minicooper.org with 

a picture of it.

Those selected will receive an entry ticket for the day. 
I already have a Midas so I am really looking for cars of 

the likes of Marcos, Jem, GTM etc.

Thanks.

Tony Salter

WANTED

Coopers at Combe
Castle Combe Race Circuit

Saturday 18th August 2018
  

Entry is limited to 15 cars and places are available on 
a first come first served basis, so book early to avoid 
disappointment by contacting Graham E Robinson and 
also for further details. 
This is a very popular event with members. Usually, 
only five cars are allowed out on to the track at once 
making it safer than other Mini track days at this circuit. 
Club members are welcome to spectate on the day and 
admission is free. 

80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex,  
SS3 0HW 01702 219298  

graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com 

I am again offering my services ably supported by the 
Warwickshire Region to organise our usual brilliant 
stand at Stanford Hall MiniFest on 23rd September.

It will be on a first come first served basis for what 
will again be a marvellous midlands show. The 
advance ticket price of £8 for exhibitors will be 
available up to Monday September 3rd and will 
include a display pass for one car.

Please contact me initially so that I can log who is 
interested and with what Mini/MINI variant you will 
be displaying. I will then email or post out a pro-
forma to fill out and return to me with a stamped 
addressed envelope along with a cheque for £8 
made out to the Mini Cooper Register.

My address is: Mr J Filor, 199 Grange Drive,Melton 
Mowbray, Leicestershire,LE13 1EL.
Phone number: 01664566614.  
Email: jfilor@talktalk.net
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NEC Practical Classics Classic Car & Restoration Show 
By Cliff Porter

At the show, several Mini clubs featured members’ cars in the 
process of restoration.  I also noticed that younger members of the 

Midlands Mini Club exhibited a Mini in the course of restoration. Then, 
on the British Mini Club stand, a painted Mk2 Mini shell was also being 
worked on whilst the Midas Club had a shell which was being restored 
by the original manufacturers. The Riley display featured their Elfs, one 
of which had been recently painted and was just a bare shell.

There were many more Minis displayed on stands as I made my way to the 
CCA Auction display where there were no less than six Minis going under 
the hammer, including a lovely 970S in Surf blue, which reminded me of my 
trip to Ireland with Steve Burkinshaw in his Surf blue 970S in 2011.

As usual at shows, fellow enthusiasts appear from nowhere, but this time I 
was horrified to learn from none other than our Mk 2 Cooper S registrar 
that he had followed Stuart Turner’s route to Ford and had recently acquired 
a Ford Escort; it is not even a Mk2 – shame on him!  However, the pictures 
of it revealed it was a great acquisition just like the Metro he acquired.
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Overall, I found the show very well planned with a great variety of 
classic cars, but the show was not as busy as the Classic Motor Show is 
in November and there were not so many modern vehicles. The SAAB 
92 stand caught my eye as it reminded of the early 1960s when the 
Minis arrived on the competition scene and Eric Carlsson was joined by 
Stuart Turner on the RAC Rally of Great Britain. This was won in 1965 
by a Mini Cooper S driven by Rauno Aaltonen. As the theme of the 
show was restoration many of my images include cars being restored. 
A very original car caught my eye on the British Mini Club stand though. I 
had heard that the Mini, once owned by Margot Fonteyn, would be at the 
show and I was not disappointed. I managed to have a long chat with the 
current custodian, a serial Mini owner who wished to remain anonymous!  

It is indeed a very original and unique car with a lot of patina but I am 
not convinced that it’s a car which Hooper had a hand in as has been 
suggested. I hope that the following comments will help explain why I 
think this, and that more probably it was worked on by aa person sub-
contracted to the company. 

Margot Fonteyn’s husband was a Panamanian diplomat and that might 
explain why the car was re-sprayed black on the exterior only, a common 
colour in the 1960s for cars displaying a CD plate. Comments from 
personal experiences reveal that a brilliant sign writer, Geoff Francis, 
worked from the Royal Mews creating special hand-painted designs on cars 
upgraded by Hooper or Radford at the time. Perhaps Francis repainted 
damaged coachlines on Royal vehicles? I also understand that he worked on 
a freelance basis and may have been employed by Hooper Motor Services 
at times to apply painted wicker work designs to their customers’ cars, 
including this car.  Closer inspection of the car on the British Mini Club 
stand revealed that the car did not appear to have had painted wicker work 
originally. So, was it painted or had panels been applied?  In the film Doctor 
in distress which was released in 1963, Dirk Bogarde can be seen driving a 
Mk1 Mini with a 1963 suffix ‘A’ registration number plate with wicker work 
panels on the car. Were the panels therefore available as an after-market 
accessory in 1962? So, the big question is whether the Fonteyn car was the 
first to have wicker panels applied.

Riley Club Elf

Midas shell
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Period adverts reveal that wicker work was an optional extra offered on 
all Mini De Villes created by Harold Radford (Coachbuilders) Limited.  
Check out their April 1963 advert and brochure. There has been talk that 
some wicker work was actually cane applied to a car but was it?

Further subsequent research revealed that the wicker stick on side panels 
could in fact have been fitted by Car Mart Sales Ltd who were the sole 
distributors for the “Riviera” wicker look which apparently was “all the 
rage of the Continent and America.”  Car Mart was the sole London Austin 
distributor and held a Royal Warrant from the Duke of Edinburgh in 1962. 
The company may have supplied the Mini to Margot Fonteyn after painting it 
black as a main supplier of BMC vehicles for diplomatic use. The registration 
number identifier of the Fonteyn car was issued by the London County 
Council until the letters were withdrawn in 1963. The DVLA records that it 
was first registered in October 1961 but the wicker work was added in 1962.

The 1962 Car Mart advert shows a Mini with an auxiliary light mounted 
on a bracket by the slam panel and I saw an extra switch on the lower 
dash panel on the Fonteyn car. The registration number of the car on 
the advert had was **** ML.  Is the current registration number a later 
addition?  After looking at the pictures I took of the car it appears that 
there may have been a bracket across the slam panel.

Finally, I have included photos of the six Minis that were in the auction.  
The results including premium were as follows:

Day 1
1966 Austin Mini  lot 141 est £8- £10,000 Sold £  9,900
1978 Mini 1275 GT lot 143 est £5- £  7,000 Sold £  7,480
1964 Morris Cooper 970S lot 161 est £28-£32,000 Sold £40,700

Day 2
1976 BL Mini 850 Auto lot 255 est £5-£7,000 Sold £ 4,620
2000 Rover Mini Seven lot 280 est £7,500 - £9,500 Sold £ 8,140
1991 Rover Mini Cooper* lot 282 est £5-£7,000 Sold £ 4,400

• Japanese import

Do make sure your car is insured for the appropriate current value.  
Your registrar will be able to advise you and provide a valid valuation for 
your insurance company.  So don’t be shy, just ask!

Cliff  Porter

Standard interior - note switch on dash 
panel possibly for an auxiliary lamp

Replica wicker work side panels and original Monogram

CCA Auction Minis x 6

Birmingham Mini Club mpi

Sorry looking 2000 Mini Register car

Copy of 1962 Car Mart advert car with auxiliary lamp



76th Goodwood Members’ Meeting 
By Robert Clayson

EVENTS

Time rushes past and it is another weekend at Goodwood. The 17th 
and 18th of March saw the sixth running of the revived Members’ 

Meeting. Since the event has been restarted we have been fortunate not 
to have a rainy event and, given the time of year, this comes as quite a 
surprise. This year, whilst setting up on Friday, the weather was decidedly 
spring like; overnight that changed dramatically, with the return of the 
‘Beast from the East’. Early Saturday morning was cold and overcast then 
snow flurries appeared - they continued on and off for the rest of the 
day. On Sunday, whilst areas to the north of the area had quite a snowfall 
overnight, Goodwood had escaped most of this, with a light dusting on 
the run off areas and, more importantly, the track remained free of snow.

The Members’ Meeting is a much quieter event than the Revival, with 
the attendance capped, I believe, at round 20,000. Having said that, it 
would seem that most of those attending seem to congregate around 
the chicane and start line area! The highly noticeable thing is the lack 
of corporate sponsorship and that extends to the programme for the 
event, which contains no advertising. The paddock and the pits balcony 
are open to everyone.

The races and demonstrations each year do have a degree of variation 
and, whilst crowd-pleasing favourites remain, these are often tweaked 

to provide more entertainment. Over the last years, the demonstrations 
have been improved so as not to run behind a pace or safety car. It does 
allow cars to run at a higher speed and is naturally more spectacular.

Saturday is mainly about practice followed by a couple of races, one 
running into the dusk with the high-speed demonstrations. Sunday is all 
about racing, again interspersed with demonstrations.

So, on the menu this year were demonstrations for Formula 5000 single 
seaters from the late 60s and early 70s - their demonstration on Saturday was 
in the heaviest of the snow flurries! Also, on the bill were Group 5 ‘Special 
Prototypes’ from the 1980s: the regulations for these gave birth to some of 
the most extreme sports racing cars of all time. Such was the level of interest 
that, for the cars entered; there were two demonstrations for each category.

The Gerry Marshall Trophy Race for Group 1 Touring cars that raced 
between 1970 and 1982 naturally featured two 1275GTs. The Gerry 
Marshall race has been run at all the recent Members’ Meetings. This 
year the format was slightly revised, with practice early on Saturday 
morning and an hour-long two driver race into the dusk on Saturday 
evening, culminating in a sprint race on Sunday afternoon for the owners. 
The entry list of drivers read like a ‘Who’s Who’ of British racing.

So, the two 1275GTs entered were the Patrick Motorsport Group car 
and the Jon Mowatt car. Driving the PMG car was Nick Swift sharing 
with Andrew Jordan, BTCC driver and former champion. In the 
Mowatt car was its new owner Mark Burnett along with journalist and 
accomplished historic racer Dickie Meaden. Also appearing was the 
Datapost Metro of Malcom Harrison.

Practice started on a damp track at just before 9.30am. It was going 
to be a hectic affair with 30 cars appearing and with Saturday’s one 
hour two-driver race meaning that both drivers needed to qualify 
during the 30-minute session. At the end of the session Nick Swift and 
Andy Jordan were 14th, Mark Burnett and Dickie Meaden in 17th and 
Harrison’s Metro was in 29th place. 

The clock had made its way round to 5.40pm and the start of the race. 
Under very grey skies and the odd snow flurry, the race got under way, a 
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Jonathan Lewis being pushed to the assembly area

Mark Burnett heading to the Assembly area for practice
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spectacular affair with headlights ablaze although the flag came out a little 
early. The race was won by Kerry Michaels and Mark Blundell in their Escort 
RS2000, with the pairing of Nick Swift and Andy Jordan in 6th, Mark Burnett 
and Dickie Meaden in 13th and the Malcolm Harrison Metro in 17th place.

The second part of the race was held on Sunday afternoon with the owners 
driving. The grid was reversed for this race and we saw Mark Burnett at 
11th, Nick Swift at 18th and Malcom Harrison at 7th. At the end of the 
parade lap to form the grid, Nick Swift dived into the pits for attention 
under the bonnet thus relegating him to start from the pits. The race was 
scheduled to be 15 minutes. Once the lights went out, it was a dash to the 
first corner, Madgwick. Three cars touched in the middle of the pack which 
resulted in the Rover SD1 of Peter Mallett heading into the barrier, which 
brought out the safety car. It took a while to sort out the Rover and tyre 
wall, the safety car coming in a few minutes before the scheduled end of the 
race, however, the organisers added on several minutes and the spectators 
were treated to a furious sprint race! The race was won overall by the 
Escort RS2000 of Christoforou Pantelis with Mark Burnett in 7th and Nick 
Swift in 8th having worked his way up after starting in the pit lane.

The other race which featured Minis was the Sears Trophy for saloon 
cars that raced between 1959 and 1996. There was a sizeable entry of 
Minis along with the Cortinas, Alfas, Jaguars, Ford Galaxies a Mercedes 
and a Ford Anglia. With the practice for the event being late on Saturday 
afternoon (again for 15 minutes) it was going to a fraught affair. Amongst 
the Minis was a new Willow green car (UPU2) for Nick Swift and, judging 
by pre-event test sessions, a very quick car from Jonathan Lewis. Other 
Mini drivers were Jason Stanley, Theo Hunt, Nick Jarvis, Meds Gjerdrum 
and Chris Middlehurst. The first three positions on the grid were taken 
by three Cortinas (Steve Soper, Andrew Jordan and Andrew Wolfe) 
whilst the next row featured the Minis of Jonathan Lewis and Nick Swift.

The lead of this, the last race of the day, was a close fought affair with 
the three front row Cortinas being joined by the similar car of Mark 
Sumpter who had worked his way up from 18th on the grid! Nick Swift 
was some 12 seconds down on the battling Cortinas in 5th place and 
the next Mini up was Jonathan Lewis in 8th.

Another super Goodwood event (apart from the weather!)

Robert Clayson

Nick Swift’s new Willow green being readied

The Datapost Metro of Malcolm Harrison

Jason Stanley

Nick Swift

Theo Hunt

Mark Burnett

Nick Swift lifting a rear wheel



Brooklands Mini Day - Sunday 25th March
By Robert Clayson

EVENTS

After missing last year’s event, the Thames Valley region hosted the MCR’s presence 
at this popular show. What a difference a year makes: the hanger which housed a 

number of aircraft, including the Wellington bomber rescued from a Scottish Loch, has 
been moved and refurbished. The effect has been to open up the finishing straight so 
that cars can be displayed along this area. A major improvement, though it wouldn’t be 
Brooklands if we didn’t have to be in a very slow-moving queue to get in!

To separate each club’s display of cars, there are large water-filled barriers, a bit 
unsightly for photographs but this does give each club its own discrete area for display.

Ken Hunter masterminded the offers of cars and liaised with Brooklands; we 
were soon up to our maximum of 15 cars. The weekend saw the first use of the 
region’s new gazebo. We got it erected alright but only when taking it down did 
we realise we hadn’t got the roof up properly!

There was lots of interest in the cars with several enquiries about membership and 
a healthy trade in regalia.

Overall, we felt the day was a great success with the stand always busy with lots and 
lots of interest.

Ken and I would like to thank everyone who brought their cars along and especially 
those who spent time talking to interested onlookers.

Robert Clayson

Some of the Thames Valley team, (L to R) 
Russell, John, Mike, Ken, Clive and Lorraine

The view down the newly opened finishing straight

General view of our display
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Cars assembled on the Brooklands Banking

On the right Clive Brooks’ Downton, 
on the left Tony Salter’s ACE and in the 
centre Paul Holloway’s car

Our stand through the trees from the Test Hill

Some of the cars in our display

The banner stands out!
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Pat Moss and Ann Wisdom
By Peter Barker

Quite literally legends during their own lifetimes, Pat Moss and 
Ann Wisdom were the world’s best ladies rally crew of their 

generation and amongst the best of either gender at the time. Although 
they made their names driving the Austin Healey 3000, ‘Les Girls’ as 
they became affectionately known, were amongst the first crews to 
be given a Works Mini Cooper to try out on international rallies. This 
article is based upon interviews I had with both Pat and Ann, first 
published in MiniWorld magazine in 2003.

Pat Moss: “I started showjumping at six years old. It was useful training for a 
future driver. You learned to react to the movement of the living, breathing 
thing that was under you. You had to use your judgement as to what was 
and what wasn’t possible, and you had to develop balance. Nobody can 
teach you to be fast though; you’ve either got it or you haven’t.”

Growing up as Grand Prix driver Stirling Moss’ younger sister can’t 
have been easy. Pat’s mother and father had both driven competitively 
before the Second World War and there was a distinctly sporting 
air about the whole family. “We even played cards and Scrabble 
competitively. Stirling and my father just could not spell so Mum and I 
would trounce them at Scrabble, much to their disgust. Even solo whist 
became a fiercely contested game in our hands.”

Once Pat reached the age of 17 her father bought her a car and set her on 
the road to fame. “Dad bought cars for both Stirling and I as soon as we 
were old enough to drive. Mine was an ancient Morris 10 which I drove 
while I waited for a brand new Morris Minor to arrive. There was a waiting 
list for new cars in those days. Eventually the Minor did arrive – a grey 
convertible with a side-valve engine – and I loved it. I did a few club rallies 
in it with Ann Wisdom who had been working for me on my horses and 
who turned out to be an excellent navigator. Alf Francis who was Stirling’s 
mechanic on his racing cars, had a go at tuning it and managed to persuade it 
to do 73mph downhill, which was a great improvement. Of course I started 
to drive it harder and by the time it had covered 14,000 miles it was pretty 
well knackered. It was using a quart of oil every second day (!). I pestered 
Dad to let me order a Triumph TR2, the car to have in those days, and once 
he had driven the Minor and realized how bad it had become he let me place 
an order. I had to pay for the TR mind you, which I did by using all my prize 
money from showjumping plus selling him a half-share in my best horse at 
the time.” Since it was the horse that had won the money, that was the way 
that showjumping was set up in those days, Pat was effectively sponsored in 
her first big rally entry by an animal! An unusual way of getting into the sport.

Ann Wisdom: “Pat and I first met at BRDC dinners during the early 1950s. 
Both of our families were heavily involved in motoring and motorsport – my 
parents had competed in international rallies before the (Second World) war 
– but we girls preferred ponies at the time! I remember my mother saying 

‘Why don’t you go over and talk to Pat Moss? She’s interested in horses too’. 
And so off I went to Pat’s table and we got on pretty well. Pat asked me if 
I would come and work as a groom for her and of course I was delighted 
too. We did lots of shows and events together. Using a Triumph TR2 Pat 
competed in local rallies and treasure hunts and I went with her again, this 
time as a navigator. Pat did pretty well at those little rallies, so first Ken 
Richardson (Competitions Manager) at Triumph was asked for assistance and 
then (not to be outdone) BMC lent her an MG TF for the 1955 RAC Rally.”

Pat: “The TR2 was beautiful. It was white with red seats, a dream car. I 
did night rallies in it – five pounds would cover all expenses for a club rally 
back in those days and I was still being sponsored by my horses. Then 
I decided that I wanted to do the RAC Rally, so I approached Triumph’s 
Competition Department. I told them that I had a car but needed a bit of 
money to pay for the rally expenses. They said no, so Dad approached 
John Thornley (then Managing Director) at MG whom he’d known for a 
long time. Mum actually drove one of the pre-war MG rally cars for them 
so there was already a family connection with the firm. John said yes, 
gave me an MG TF and fixed me up with a navigator called Pat Faichney. 
We had a pretty mixed time on the rally but I did manage to put up some 
good times on the various tests – this was long before special stages 
were invented – and finished third in the Ladies Cup.”

Pat’s rally driving career with BMC blossomed from there and she soon 
became a big fan of the improved Morris Minor 1000 with its overhead 
valve engine. This was a pretty advanced car for the mid 1950s and had 
all the benefits of Issigonis’s pioneering work on vehicle handling.

“I was loaned a green Minor registered NMO 933 by the Works and 
immediately christened it ‘Granny’. I always liked to give my cars names, 
a bit like horses I suppose. It was a fantastic car and completed every 
major international rally I did in the two years I had it. It just seemed 
unbreakable, although I did drive it into a concrete post once which wasn’t 
its fault. We had a nasty moment overtaking a minibus during which the 
two vehicles nearly became one so we named it the ‘Mini Minorbus’ 
which was shortened to ‘Mini’. Perhaps we invented something there? 
Granny even completed a Liege-Rome-Liege Rally the most grueling 
rally of the lot despite my mother phoning Marcus Chambers (BMC’s 
Competitions Manager at the time) during the event and telling him to 
stop us! We started the rally just ahead of racing driver Willy Mairesse in 
a big Mercedes. Before the start he came up to us and asked if we would 
pull over when he caught us up as he was bound to do. We demurely said 
‘Yes of course’ and then went so fast that he had difficulty in catching us let 
alone passing us. We must have really annoyed him!”

Eventually ‘Granny’ was put out to grass and Pat moved on to more 
serious cars such as the big Austin-Healeys. Pat and Ann had their best 

Pat and Ann with horse power of two different kinds 

Pat Moss and Ann Wisdom celebrate another rally win together
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results in those very unforgiving cars including a sensational win on the 
1960 Liege-Rome -Liege Rally. ‘The big Healey was the best rally car of 
its day and on a fast, dry rally it was unbeatable. For the smaller rallies 
and those run in the winter we had to use smaller cars though, and we 
would use whatever car have us the best advantage.”

Pat tried the Austin A40 (Farina) which she loved –‘It handled just 
beautifully although it was very slow’- and the Morris 1100 for which she 
did not have the same feelings – ‘We had one nicknamed ‘Dirty Gertie’. 
It broke down in Yugoslavia and had to be towed back to Abingdon from 
there. That’s really a very long way back on a tow-rope!”

At the end of 1959 the Mini was announced and Pat took one on the 
Knowldale Car Club’s Mini Miglia Rally with Stuart Turner as navigator. 
The Mini was slow and filled up with water but they won the event and 
notched up the new model’s first ever rally win. Pat was given another 
850 Mini for the Lyons-Charbonniere Rally of 1961, but it retired with 
collapsed idler gear bearings. Was she impressed by the new car?

“No. I thought that it was a horrid little box and tried to avoid driving 
it if I could. I could see that it represented progress, but it didn’t match 
my idea of a successful rally car, particularly not in its early 850cc form”.

For 1962 Pat and Ann were given the first Works Mini Cooper registered 
737 ABL and told to take it on ‘The Monte’. Was the Cooper a step in the 
right direction? “We really began to respect it on that rally, but I still found 
it difficult to drive on the limit as it was so twitchy. With the Healey or 
any other conventional car, you had some warning of when it was about 
to leave the road. The Mini would understeer off so quickly that you had 
to have lightening reactions in order to catch it. The Scandinavians drove 
it so that it was sideways on corners, thus preventing it going straight 
off, but I’d always driven on the basis that being sideways was wasting 
time and so kept the car as straight as possible. The tyres on those early 
Coopers were dreadful Dunlop Durabands which had very little grip on 
ice and snow. On that Monte we descended the Col de Turini on sheet 
ice and a Skoda that we had passed on the way up passed us on the way 
down, as he had studded tyres that actually worked. We were totally out 
of control, it was terrifying!”

The new Mini Cooper can’t have been all that bad as Pat and Ann achieved 
10th place overall and won the Coupe des Dames for the third time in a 
row. They got to keep the trophy which now resides in the collection of 
the National Motor Museum. The same Mini Cooper was Pat’s mount for 
the Tulip Rally, which she won, and the German Rally which she also won 
outright, beating the might of the Works Mercedes team who were not 
pleased to have been beaten on their ‘home’ event. The Mini Cooper had 
started on its way to total rally domination by the mid 1960s.

Pat and Ann were soon to part as a professional crew however, but not 
before Ann had a very narrow escape from a Works Mini with another driver.

Ann: “Donald Morley and I were paired up for the 1961 Acropolis Rally 
as Erle, Donald’s brother and customary navigator, wouldn’t go with 
him as it would have been their 13th international rally together. We 
were given a Works 850cc Mini to drive. Donald was a very competitive 
driver and he found the car frustratingly slow uphill. I would shout at 
him that he must go faster and he would shout back that he was going 
as fast as he could. He actually started rocking backwards and forwards 
in his seat on the uphill sections, willing the car to go faster! When 
we came to a downhill stage however, Donald drove the car just as 
fast as he could.” Chasing an Alfa Romeo down a stage, Donald was 
temporarily unsettled when the driver of the Alfa lifted off the throttle 
in mid corner. One of the front wheels of the Mini went over the edge 
of the road and the car launched out into the void… “Donald lost it in a 
pretty gentle way. The Mini started rolling slowly over and over as it fell 
from one goat track to another. With the car slowly rolling down the 
slope away from the road Donald undid his belts and sprawled on top 
of me. I said ‘Donald this is hardly the time for this’ to which he replied 
that he was just trying to protect me. We rolled over and over until 
we gently came to a halt on yet another goat track just above a village. 
The villagers had rushed out of their houses when they heard the car 
go over the edge and once it had stopped rolling, they roped it in place 
to stop it crashing down on their property. Donald and I removed the 
clocks, clambered out and made our way back up to the road where 
we were rescued. Donald was very upset that he might have injured 
me and sent me a huge bunch of flowers when we got home. It was the 
slowest and most gentle rallying accident that I ever had”.

With her first child on the way Ann (by now surnamed ‘Riley’ as she had 
married fellow BMC Works driver Peter Riley) decided that this was the 
time to retire from professional co-driving, although she and her husband 
did a few events in their own Ex-Works Mini Cooper later in the 1960s.

Pat was soon persuaded to move from BMC to Ford. Pat: “They (Ford) 
offered me five times what I was being paid by BMC. Stuart Turner who had 
just started as BMC Competitions Manager didn’t believe me when I told him 
this and so I made the move. I’d got on really well with Marcus Chambers 
who was like a father to me. The relationship with Stuart was totally different. 
He was professional in a way that no-one had ever been before.”

The move to Ford to drive the new Lotus Cortina didn’t work out and so Pat 
soon moved to SAAB alongside her new husband Swedish rallying superstar 
Erik Carlsson. Her professional driving career finally ended in the early 1970s. 
“I was not ‘hungry’ (for success) anymore after I had my daughter Susie.” It 
was time for Pat to retire and to move back to her first love, horses.

Did Pat ever think of making a comeback in historic rallying? “I’ve never 
been tempted to go back to driving cars of the historic generation. The 
old cars didn’t kill me when I was young and I’m damned if I’m going to 
let them do so now. We had the best years of rallying during the 1950s 
and early 1960s. It was the golden age of the sport”.

© Peter Barker 2018

Postscript: Since these interviews were made Pat, Ann and their respective 
husbands have all passed away. It was my enormous privilege to have met 
them, spoken with them and spent time in their company. They represented 
a generation who has now gone, but who embraced their lives in motorsport 
with enthusiasm, who let nothing get in the way of their success and who 
faced challenges and dangers we simply do not meet today. I admired them 
wholeheartedly.

Pat and Ann at the finish of the 1962 Monte in 737 ABL 

Pat Moss on ‘62 Tulip Rally
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Vita Racing, he jumped at it. The cars were prepared by Harry Ratcliffe 
and Jeff Goodliff, who were helped along the way with parts from the 
BMC Competitions Department at Abingdon. Norman would often find 
himself at the Works getting parts from Neville Challis the store keeper. 
Norman just added bits he needed for his Cooper S onto the list! By 
now British Vita Racing were the official BMC team, running 1000cc cars 
for John Handley and Alec Poole in the European Championship, whilst 
Coopers were running the 1275cc cars.

By 1984 Norman had progressed to the Board of Directors at British 
Vita and it was then that Jeff Goodliff suggested the race team got 
involved with the Ford Fiesta one make championship. Here they had 
some success with Barrie Williams at the wheel. Norman by now had 
other aspirations and left the company to start a hotel business, but he 
continued with the Fiesta racing which saw Barrie Williams win the 1985 
championship. It was now Norman’s turn to go racing and, after a slow 
start, the following year he was in the top five, only to have a massive 
accident at Thruxton, rolling six times. It was then that he decided 
modern cars, with young determined drivers was not for him, so moved 
to Historics to be amongst the gentleman drivers!

Starting in MGB’s on endurance events with Barrie Williams, he soon 
gravitated to racing historic Minis, still in endurances races, sharing his 
car with Paul Ingram. The pair had notable successes around Europe. 
Norman loved the camaraderie of all of the teams around Europe and 
devised his now famous ‘Squadra Budino Nero’ racing team – translated 
as ‘Team Black Pudding’, in deference to his Northern roots. That again, 
was typical Norman Grimshaw.

Norman Miles Grimshaw, born in February 1949, sadly passed away, 
in his sleep, on 23rd March 2018. He had not been unwell, he just 

didn’t wake up. This came as a massive shock to everyone who knew him 
and especially to his two boys.

Norman was a larger than life character, who was always great company. 
He was a brilliant raconteur and would readily recount so many tales of 
skulduggery whilst involved in motorsports. He was generous with his 
time although didn’t suffer fools gladly. Norman called a spade a spade – 
so refreshing in these politically correct days. He was also a past master 
at under dressing for every occasion and was renowned for wearing his 
baggy shorts at almost every occasion – that’s when he wasn’t simply 
walking around the house in his underpants. He was always a laugh 
a minute. But he had his serious side. Highly intelligent and a shrewd 
business man, you had to get up early in the morning to get one over on 
Norman Grimshaw.

He had numerous Ex-Works Minis and Austin Healeys that passed 
through his hands over the years, all of which he used on various events. 
Although happy to rally, it was circuit racing that he most enjoyed and the 
increase in interest in historic racing fitted the bill for Norman completely, 
so much so, he competed at numerous levels, including the Goodwood 
Revival on several occasions. I have memory of being in the paddock 
at a Goodwood Revival meeting witnessing him ring his then wife with 
a request to go into his garage and select the Webers plus manifold 
from a specific shelf and bring them to Goodwood, as soon as possible. 
Everyone else had abandoned using SU carburettors that year and he 
was being left behind. Describing graphically what they looked like was 
enlightening! That was Norman.

Norman could be described as having been born with a silver spoon 
in his mouth with his father being founder and Chairman of Vitafoam 
which would become British Vitafoam. British Vitafoam supplied foam 
seating for almost every bum in the UK and more besides. Norman 
however, started on the shop floor learning their trade. However, when 
he was offered the chance to work in the company’s race team, British 

In memory of Norman Grimshaw
1949 – 2018

Norman interviewed by Tony Mason on the Historic RAC in his Healey
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Norman with the British Vita Racing team in the early days

Norman, hard charging in his Hornet with Andy Harrison at Goodwood
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As family time became more demanding, his commitment to 
European racing subsided but with the UK historic race scene very 
active and the new Goodwood Revival races starting up, Norman 
continued to race his own cars. These cars were all built and 
maintained from the superb workshops that he built at his home 
in Cheshire. Norman achieved great success at early Goodwood 
events and was honoured in 1998 to have John Rhodes race one 
of his cars at Goodwood.  He also dabbled at rallying in both 
Austin Healey and Minis – only to remind himself why he actually 
preferred racing! He did the Tour de France, a couple of Historic 
RAC rallies and a couple of Tour Britannias - all of which he quite 
enjoyed if truth be told.

Norman, at the time of his untimely death, was making plans 
with Nick Swift to rebuild and race one of his cars in America, 
sadly these plans were never allowed to materialise. Norman 
leaves five children, two from his second marriage, who are still 
of university age. He will be greatly missed by everyone who 
knew him – I had the privilege of being able to call Norman a 
good friend.

Robert Young
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This had intended to be a feature on Phillip Island Classic held 
over Victoria’s long weekend in March. But as has been the 

case of late, that life caper played its hand. 

I squeezed one day out of three in at Phillip Island and in my 
book that’s not enough to have seen sufficient of what went on 
to cobble something up. There was however, another side that 
happened 30 seconds after I had left home on that Friday bound 
for the event. The phone rang…

It was Phil, a fellow enthusiast who has been a fantastic support 
to me in recent times as we share a common interest in motoring 
history, albeit different marques, different eras and indeed different 
budgets. But we get on well and I get to play in his lolly shop. 
The lolly shop being an incognito warehouse stacked with Phil’s 
motoring memorabilia, books, models and vintage and classic cars. 
The sort of stuff that would only ever grace my own shed space 
if I win the lottery. But there lies a problem; it would require me 
to actually buy a ticket! So getting back to the phone call and he 
mentioned that I need to drive my car in because there’s some 
stuff sitting behind the Maserati. It turned out Phil had been having 
a tidy up at home. 

Like any of us who collect stuff, things can get out of hand. Often 
an understatement that! My own collection has been growing 
since I was a kid, building up over more than 40 years now, when 
some spare coin is available. I often joke that it’s my beer and 
cigarette money. The point being I don’t often drink and I’ve never 
smoked. Like those two facets of some people’s life, collecting can, 
however, also be a disease. Certainly bad for your wealth, if not 
your health – but the hunt must go on! 

I drove in to pick the items up on the Labour Day Monday and sure 
enough there was four neat piles sitting behind the Maserati. Just 
a glimpse was an eye opener, but I had to subdue my enthusiasm 
as Anne was with me and we were also going into Melbourne’s 
CBD to check out Moomba Festival and a spot of lunch. With 
that done and dusted it was time to head home and check what 
interesting items were to be unearthed amongst this generous tidy 
up of Phil’s. It didn’t take too long to decide that what had been 
gifted were in quite a few instances very rare and a great resource 
of information; period adverts and sometimes nice cover artwork. 
These days, my collecting habits are more or less focussed on period 
race programmes, period photographs and sometimes books and 
magazines to fill gaps; all gelling together with that Old Cooper stuff 
theme. Such was the Cooper/Mini Cooper penetration throughout 
the 1940s to late 60s and beyond that rarely is there a Cooper 
missing from an entry list published after 1946. This collecting caper 
can also create particular tangents relating to various circuits or 
events from around the globe to spread things even further. 

As the photos shown here illustrate, the array of old and rare race 
programmes show circuits scattered mainly around Australia and 
England. Keen eyes will spot the 1937 Brooklands as the earliest 
with early Castle Combe, a Prescott Hillclimb/ and one relating to 
the 1951 Ulster Trophy Races from Dundrod, Northern Ireland. 
There’s even some stuff from circuits hard enough to pronounce, 
let alone find memorabilia relating to them. Case in point being 
the South Australian circuits of Nuriootpa and Lobethal – public 
road courses used long before the Adelaide street circuit brought 
Formula 1 GPs to Australia in 1985. Again, keen eyes will spot 
the Supplementary Regs for the 1950 AGP at Nuriootpa and the 
Port Wakefield programme relating to a now long defunct South 
Australian circuit. But the first permanent one SA enthusiasts had 
to race on through the 1950s and into the early 60s. That same 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

Brooklands, Dundrod, Castle Combe & Prescott

South Australia’s Lobethal, Nuriootpa, & Port Wakefield with 
Tasmania’s Longford 
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photo also shows a couple of Longford event programmes from 
Australia’s island state of Tasmania. A road course that had all the 
dangers motor sport could offer and a bit more – bumpy narrow 
roads, trees, spectators in awkward spots, high average speeds, a 
viaduct, two bridges, pub and train line crossing. Despite all that, 
they arrived en masse – drivers and spectators alike. Because it 
was a big deal for a small Tasmanian community and from 1964 to 
1968 (when it all ended) held Tasman Cup status.  

With the enthusiasm of the 500cc racing movement there’s some 
very early car racing programmes for Brands Hatch when the 
circuit ran anti-clockwise. Same applies to the 1950s run of Albert 
Park programmes, it too ran anti-clockwise long before the 1990s 
makeover saw Melbourne nicking Adelaide’s event and running 
the F1 circus clockwise. 

Whether we talk Australia or England motor sports clubs have 
more often than not had a battle on their hands to find a permanent 
home to race. The old wartime airfield became quite popular once 
demobbed from RAF or RAAF duty by the official authorities. Of 
course this motor racing caper also helped some of those who had 
served, get the buzz they had become used to when in uniform. 
Read on for several circuits that had aircrafts as their creation. 

Amongst them is what is close to showing the full gamut of 
Fisherman’s Bend programmes, an old wartime Commonwealth 
Aircraft factory airstrip circuit near the banks of Melbourne’s Yarra 
River and not that far from both Melbourne CBD and Albert Park. 
Then there’s Altona, just across the Yarra and down the road a little 
from the Bend. An ambitious Victorian Sporting Car Club project 
intended to create a permanent circuit around Cherry Lake. It 
however lasted for 6 car meetings (plus a couple more if you include 
motorcycle meetings). The first car meeting of March 1954 had 6 
Coopers entered for the first race – including a future Australian F1 
World Champion and father of another. So it wasn’t all wasted.

That same photo shows a couple of Ballarat Airfield programmes 
from meetings held a decade apart. The Light Car Club of Australia 
had used Ballarat up to 1951 and then Albert Park came in to play 
through 1953 to 1958. Once that fell apart though they ended up back 
at Ballarat in 1961 when the likes of the Owen Racing Organisation 
sent their BRMs and drivers Graham Hill and Dan Gurney, with other 
internationals such as Innes Ireland and Ron Flockhart also present, 
to take on the Australians on a circuit within the goldfields region. 
History shows it quickly became a one off event, as the new era of 
Melbourne’s permanent circuits was just a year away from fruition.

Victoria’s Albert Park had a motor racing life well before the 1996 Formula 1 race arrived in town. There’s even a curious set of Final Supp Regs for 
an October 1957 Albert Park meeting that never actually eventuated through politics of the day

Not all, but close to – Victoria’s Fisherman’s Bend programmes

From the early days of car racing at Brands Hatch
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Taking a bit of a detour out from Ballarat is the tranquillity of 
Hepburn Springs, an area better known for its natural springs 
than Hillclimbs.  However, some of the tranquillity of the area was 
taken over by the sounds of car and motorcycles engines when 
the Australian Motor Sports Club ran events for a number of years 
beginning in the mid 50s. There’s also a programme for Geelong 
Speed Trials, probably the closest thing Australia has to Brighton 
Speed Trials as competitors also ran along the waterfront. The event 
has had an on and off history over the last 60 odd years, but is now 
run as the Geelong Revival. The 1960 event as shown was the 4th 
running of the event and FTD went to Aussie Miller in his Cooper 
Climax T51 with a time of 12.8 seconds. 

Another demobbed airfield is, of course, Silverstone, showing here 
programmes for some of the British GP meetings held at Silverstone. 
Covering aircooled Coopers running in a 500cc support race at 
the 1st 1948 and 1949 meetings through to 1963 when a large 
contingent of 997 Mini Coopers and 1071 Cooper Ss’ ran in the 
Touring Car Race at that meeting. 

The small selection of New South Wales circuit programmes includes 
Parramatta Park – another circuit with high expectations, but a short 
life in the early to mid 50s. Run in the parklands that had been where 
Captain Arthur Phillip had set up camp in the late 18th century with 
some former British citizens. One of the Government House built 
on the site with their labour still stands. Then there’s Gnoo Blas 
(near Orange), a town not far from the more famous Bathurst Mt 
Panorama circuit, where the 1958 Australian GP was held. The 1955 
Gnoo Blas meeting had international drivers Peter Whitehead and 
Prince Bira amongst the competitors. 

Some other items aren’t shown for space reasons, include various early 
50s Goodwood and some late 50s early 60s Phillip Island programmes, 
various later Brooklands Society and Silverstone items and around 6 
years worth of Australian Motor Sports magazine too. Prior to Phil, 
a sizeable slice of the Australian content came from Otto Stone. 
Otto was a competitor in his own right usually with his beautifully 
prepared MG K3. However, his magic with a set of spanners also saw 
him preparing cars for the likes of Stan Jones. Be they MG Q Type, 
Maserati 250F and Cooper Climax from part of the Jones fleet. Photos 
exist of Stan, Otto and a young Alan all together. Still displayed in Phil’s 
collection are toolboxes from Otto. One is stamped 1943 and if truth 
be known, it’s probably a wartime ammunitions box, but hand painted 
across its lid is “STAN JONES F1 COOPER MELB VIC’ – indeed a bit of 
old tat, but the stories it could tell…

In summing up, all I can say is thank you to Phil for his generosity and 
allowing me to add to my clutter after his tidy up.

Stephen Dalton

Victoria’s Altona, Hepburn Springs, Ballarat & Geelong

British GP programmes from Silverstone covering Cooper’s 
growth in the sport through 1948, 49, 53, 60 and 63. 1960 seeing 
Cooper’s Jack Brabham win

The New South Wales circuit programmes – Parramatta Park, 
Gnoo Blas and Bathurst, where the 1958 Australian GP was run
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BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2018

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

New product. 
Jacking Point Grommets Two Wheel Roof Racks to Works specification

Original Works unused Grill Mesh complete with new Radiator Muff and fittings

Jacking Point Grommets

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm



TECHNICAL TOPICS −

Based in Essex, members can probably guess which motor company I 
worked for. I worked for Ford for 27years as a test engineer on fuel 

systems but ended my career as an NVH engineer.

As this was nine years ago now, you can understand I am a little out of 
touch with modern developments since but, I thought members might 
be interested in reading about just a small amount of the work that is 
carried out before their vehicles can be sold.

I started at Ford, after a 4yr apprenticeship, in the Special Test 
Department. Special Test was responsible for individual tests which 
were not carried out by other departments and would often carry out 
‘what happens if..?’ tests.

Wheel and tyre development

At the time, tyre development was carried out in house so examples 
of ‘what happens if..?’ testing would include tyre blow out and rim 
roll off. The first was achieved by fitting an adapted valve with a small 
explosive charge which, when ignited, blew all air from the tyre. 
The vehicle was driven at set speeds and the air released from each 
tyre in turn to see how the car and tyre behaved. This could lead to 
some rather brown trouser moments, as could the rim roll off test 
where the car was driven round different radius circles with gradually 
reduced tyre pressure until the tyre rolled off the rim. This was again, 
carried out to see how the vehicle and tyre behaved. This was also 
a bit hair raising as there was always the danger of a rim digging in 
and flipping the car. It was also an eye opener as to how low a tyre 
pressure was required before the tyre came off! The lowest I saw was 
3psi at 40mph on a 30m radius circle.

I am sorry I have no pictures of this as security was strict.

At the time, I believe Ford was the only company to put an extra lip 
on the wheel rim to stop the tyre falling into the well but it is now 
universal. (See Picture one). 

Fuel system testing

My main job was to carry out fuel storage system testing. This included 
fuel fill quality, homologation and fuel pick up.

Fuel fill quality was carried out to an internal procedure that involved filling 
the fuel tank with all of the guns available in Europe and the USA at various 
fuel flow rates and rating the quality of fill. Items checked for were splash 
back, premature cut-off and whether it was even possible to fill the tank!

Early cars had a simple tank as a means of filling, a fuel take off and a 
level indicator. The filler cap would be vented to let fumes escape in use 
and let air in to replace used fuel. (See Picture two).

No vent would be required during filling.

If a vented cap was not fitted, a vent was required in the top of the tank 
to which a pipe could be attached. This would be routed above the 

tank so fuel could not siphon out. This is the configuration of the Mini 
system. (Picture three)

As emissions and safety laws became stricter, a simple valve replaced 
the tank vent tube to stop fuel loss if the vehicle overturned. To the end 
of the vent pipe would be fitted a charcoal filled cannister to absorb 
any fumes. With the introduction of ever stricter emission laws lead 
most manufactures to fit fuel injection systems to their vehicles and, as 
a consequence of this, further changes to the petrol tanks of cars were 
necessary. I have not seen a fuel injection Mini system but the Ford 
setup is shown in Picture four.

You will note from Picture four that there is a return fuel line and a 
swirl pot. Fuel injection systems do not have a fuel chamber so any 
unused fuel is returned to the tank and it must also have a constant 
supply of fuel. The swirl pot provides this and is kept full by the 
return. Any air in the system is helped by the swirling effect created 
in the 'pot’.

Not applicable to the Mini but to the MINI, as the fuel tank was 
moved under the rear seat for safety reasons, a more convoluted 
filler neck is now needed. For this reason, a sensing hose is required. 
Basically, another vent, this allows air to escape during filling. When 
fuel reaches the bottom of the hose, pressure increases and shuts off 
the nozzle. It is the positioning of this hose and the shape of the neck 

By Rob Glenister
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Development testing in the  
Motor industry



The filler cap is not allowed to leak any fuel during normal use but 
must release at a certain point to relief any excess pressure in the 
system. This was a very simple test only requiring a sealed filler neck 
with an air inlet and a pressure outlet connected to a manometer. The 
filler neck would be filled with water and the cap fitted. Whilst the 
neck was held under water it would be pressurised and the level at 
which the cap releases recorded. This would be repeated on ten caps. 
(See Picture Seven).

Also carried out was a rollover test. Here, the complete system would 
be fitted in a rollover rig and filled with water. The system is then 
rotated in 90deg intervals and any water loss recorded over a set time 
period.(See Picture Eight).

Plastic fuel tanks.

As the space for fuel tanks became ever tighter in modern cars it 
was becoming impossible to make them from steel. So, these days 
most car tanks are now made from blow moulded plastic which 
allows manufacturers to mould them to the available space. This has 
bought its own problem in the form of electrostatic discharge. As 
the tank is filled, the fuel molecules create a charge on the plastic. 
This can spark to any local unearthed metal. I believe BMW had to 
recall the MINI to fit an earth strap to the metal around the filler 
neck. This was because sparks occurred between the neck and filler 
nozzle during filling.

Whilst I was still at Ford, we started a project with Southampton 
University to measure any discharge. A certain charge is required 
to ignite the fuel but I cannot recall just how this was measured but 
can remember a rather worrying test we carried out at the start of 
the project. A fuel tank and filler were set up in a rig and filled whilst 
the charge was recorded at various locations. Not realising how 
much charge we would create it was rather worrying to see sparks 
jumping to the unearthed rig! Needless to say, all further tests had the 
rigs earthed! I do not know how this project progressed as I left the 
department shortly after.

Rob Glenister

Useful Information
Requisite regulation: 70/221eec and ECE R34
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that requires so much development to ensure the tank can be filled. 
(See Picture Five).

In house tests

One test that was actually quite fun to do was a specific test that 
measured how low you could run the tank before the engine cut 
out. Part of this involved running the fuel tank at low fuel whilst 
parked at various angles on a 40deg slope. The best part was driving 
at set speeds around various diameter circles, again with low fuel, 
until the engine cut out. One could go for quite a long time but had 
to be on the ball if the engine did cut out as the rear wheel drive 
cars could snap into over-steer suddenly. Once the car cut out, the 
fuel remaining was measured. The purpose of the test was to set 
low fuel levels or reserves.

The solar soak test

For this, the complete tank and filler were mounted in the rollover rig, 
filled to a set level and wrapped in a heated ‘blanket’. The assembly was 
then wheeled into a special room whose heating could be controlled 
to a specific graph. The aim was to heat the fuel at a specific rate to 
approximately 60deg C to simulate a vehicle being parked in hot sun. 
From memory the tank was also rotated through 90deg intervals. 
Throughout the test, any fuel loss was recorded. The aim was to decide 
what expansion space was required above the fuel and whether the 
rated capacity had to be reduced.

As you can probably imagine, all development testing involves 
risks. This test was another to provide a worrying moment when, 
unbeknown to us, a split had occurred in the ‘blanket’ hence exposing 
the heating element. When dripping fuel touched the element, a 
flash fire occurred which, thankfully, was soon extinguished. Rather 
worrying! (See Picture Six).

Homologation

As you would expect, such a safety critical system has to meet strict 
regulations. My part in homologation testing was to test the integrity 
and whether it met ‘Regulation No. 34 of the Economic Commission 
for Europe of the United Nations (UN/ECE) - Uniform provisions 
concerning the approval of vehicles with regard to the prevention of 
fire risks’ and Regulation 70/221EEC.



COMPETITION

HRCR Mini Sport Cup: AGBO 1st Stages 
By Cara Jackson

Round Review

Saturday 17th March saw the first round of the HRCR Mini Sport Cup 
kick off with the AGBO Stages organised by Owen Motoring Club.

Once again, returning to Weston Park in Shropshire, the Championship 
got off to a fantastic start with a record number 31 Mini crews competing 
on the day, making this possibly the largest single-make, Stage rally 
Championship in the World!

The bitter weather and frequent snow showers, courtesy of the 'Mini 
Beast from the East,' caused issues for all the crews competing - leaving 
the stages wet and slippery, resulting in a loss of traction and poor 
visibility for the competitors!

However, our Minis battled through the elements, and it was the 2017 
reigning Champions who once again came out on top: Ray Cunningham and 
Jared Gill had a flawless run, and proved they were the crew to beat placing 
1st Mini, 1st MC2 and 5th overall! Ray had this to say of his performance, 
"We're keeping it neat & tidy, the car's running perfectly and we're really 
happy with the times! Enjoyed the day and the changing conditions made it a 
real challenge, but I would be critical of the water splash!"

Following on from last year's Championship the battle to be victorious 
continued on between Ray and Jared and, of course, Mini Sport’s 
sponsored crew of Clive King and Anton Bird, with there being as little 
as just a 2 second difference between them on some stages! Clive and 
Anton were putting their new Mini Sport 5 port engine through its paces, 
upping the revs and pushing their way to 2nd Mini, 2nd in MC2 and 8th 
overall. Speaking on Saturday, Clive added, "A special thank you to Mini 
Sport, who have built the best engine that I have ever had - it ran all 
day without any problems!" Previous experience on this course proved 
successful for Clive and Anton, who chose wisely to play their Joker Card 
on the AGBO, resulting in 1.5x points for this round, meaning they are 
now leading the Mini Sport Cup, and the oldSTAGER Championship.

Also edging towards the top of the timesheet were Jim Brindle and Sam 
Bould, who enjoyed themselves despite the sharp contrast between 
heavy snow one moment and glorious sunshine the next, battling their 
way to be 3rd Mini, 3rd in MC2 and 9th overall! With Jim and Sam adding 
that they were going to "nibble a bit quicker!"

There was a change of pace for Ryan Taylor this year as Andrew O'Hanlon's 
former navigator. The AGBO saw Ryan take on the driver’s seat alongside 
navigator Hollie Churchill... and what a swap it was! In Ryan's first rally behind 
the wheel, this newbie crew showed they were certainly ones to watch out 
for during the season, bagging 4th Mini, 1st in MC4 and 10th overall!
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Clive King & Anton Bird

Jack Hartly & Gary Dawes

Ray Cunningham & Jared Gill

Ryan Taylor & Hollie Churchill
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However, Ryan and Hollie weren't the only new crew to join us for this year's Championship with 
John Cressey and Michael Anderson putting in a last minute entry. Despite a few teething problems, 
as work had only finished on the Mini the day before the rally, John and Michael had the other crews 
talking, placing 5th Mini, 2nd in MC4 and 12th overall and it was easy to see why! They are definitely 
another crew to watch through 2018. Other Cup newcomers included Stephen Robinson and 
Daniel Nieroda, who, having never even met before the rally, had a great first event to place 11th 
Mini and 21st overall, Stephen went on to say, "I'm absolutely chuffed to bits with that result and 
Daniel was fantastic! Hoping we continue for the season!"

Junior Mini Sport Cup competitors Jack Hartley and Gary Dawes were also competing together 
for the first time in the Championship, and even running a 998cc placed 12th Mini, 1st in MC1 and 
22nd overall. This pushed them up a massive 28 places over their original seeding, which set a few 
tongues wagging in the service area, with fellow crews noting that Jack would likely be a very strong 
contender, if/when he progresses into the main Mini Sport Cup Championship!

Husband and wife crew Brian and Joanne Watson of the RAFA Glasgow Historic Rally Team 
unfortunately snapped their gearstick in half mid-stage. With very little time in service, they managed 
to extend the shortened gear stick and complete the rally, finishing 16th Mini and 27th overall. 

Shane Gamble and Bob Ward had noted the first stage was a bit of a panic, with it having been so 
long since the last round of the 2017 Championship. However, they got back into the swing of 
things and were having a good run until they unfortunately got stuck in the wet, soft mud near the 
water splash on stage 8, resulting in a 6 minute stage time, 18th Mini and 31st overall.

Peter Ellerby and Ben Anderson joined forces once again; however they were unfortunately hit 
with clutch slipping right from stage 1. Making the decision not to attempt to change this in the very 
short service times, they pushed on to finish 19th Mini and 32nd overall.

Louise Thomas and Heidi Woodcock, of the Mini Girls Rally Team had a great run, settling back into 
the car nicely. However, hitting a bail on stage 2 caused minor damage - but not enough to prevent 
the girls from finishing, placing 20th Mini and 33rd overall!

All of the crews that competed on Saturday have poured time, money and effort into competing, and 
for those that did suffer with issues, we hope that the next round will be a lot smoother sailing for you!

Despite the challenging weather conditions, crews and spectators were treated to a great event - 
the AGBO has truly kicked off the 2018 HRCR Mini Sport Cup in style, and the countdown is now 
on to Dixies on the April 29th... What a year it's looking to be!

Cara Jackson

Mini Sport Cup 1st Round Class Results:

MC1
1st - Jack Hartley/Gary Dawes
2nd - Ken Pryce/Don James

MC2
1st - Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill
2nd - Clive King/Anton Bird
3rd - Jim Brindle/Sam Bould

MC3
1st - Rhodri Roberts/Catryn Jones
2nd - David Evans/Tom Aleksandrowicz

MC4
1st - Ryan Taylor/Hollie Churchill
2nd - John Cressey/Michael Anderson
3rd - Ian Clare/Anthony Elkes

Full results from the AGBO can be found on the Owen Motoring Club’s website here.
For more information on the Mini Sport Cup, please see our Facebook page here.
For more information on the 'oldSTAGER' please see the HRCR's website here.

Mini Sport Cup 1st Round Overall Results:
1st - Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill
2nd - Clive King/Anton Bird
3rd - Jim Brindle/Sam Bould

John Cressey & Michael Anderson

Ian Clare, Diddy Dave Thomas 
and Anthony Elkes Jarad, Diddy and Ray

Peter Ellerby & Ben Anderson

Ian Clare & Anthony Elkes

Mini Girls Rally Team

Jeff Robinson & Richard MacDonald

Ken Pryce & Don James

David Evans and Tom Alexsandrowicz’s 
Mini having attention in service

John Cressey and MicjaelAnderson’s 
Mini in service
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REGISTERS

Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

TMO 558 Works 850 replica

I was delighted to receive some more 
details and photos of this superb 850 
Works replica that Richard Skidmore 
has built so skilfully. You may well 
have seen images of this car on a well 
known forum a while back, but since 
that time Richard has done more work 
on the car getting it even better. You 
may recall I mentioned Richard last 
month since I saw the Works replica 
Cooper S he had built previously, 
which is now in the ownership of 
BMW and residing in their Classic 
Museum in Munich.

That car was good but I have to say that this 850 is in another 
league. Richard has taken on a big task replicating a Works 850 
as information is very thin on the ground and other than a few 
period photos in books, there is little to copy. By comparison, 
building a 1967 Monte replica is a walk in the park. Having said 
that, I know of a couple of others who are embarking on building 
a Works 850; David Dyson and Paul Sulma, so I’m sure they will 
be delighted to hear that Richard is bringing his car to Beaulieu in 
June for you all to see.

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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Back to the 850. TMO 558 is presented in 1960 Alpine Rally guise 
when Abingdon entered three 850s for this fantastic event. These 
were TMO 559, 560 and 561 so it is brilliant that Richard’s car wears 
TMO 558 and looks great in period Speedwell Blue. Richard resisted 
the temptation to try and source a 1959 shell (as the Works cars 
were built into) through fear of retribution from the followers of 
these exceedingly rare cars, so he has used a slightly later shell.  

Richard emailed me and explained how he ended up deciding to build 
a Works 850 Mini...........“After selling 363 GYP (due to unfortunate 
circumstances) to BMW in Germany, a few years later the old Mini bug 
bit once more and I started looking for a suitable project . My intention 
was to purchase a standard 850 to pass my time over the cold winter 
months when the carp fishing had slowed down; sitting on the bank side 
of a river in December was good fun at 25 but at the wrong side of 50 
not so appealing. After a lot of travelling and looking, I spotted an advert 
for an early 60s 850, a quick phone call and a few hundred miles later, 
I was standing at a farm house in Somerset looking at the slightly faded 
paintwork of the perfect project. A few months later the car had been 
stripped down so I could sort out some surface rust and then douse it 
in Waxoyl. I had just sat down in the garage for a cuppa and for some 
reason picked up Peter Browning’s book, The Works Minis and it just 
flicked itself open onto page 18, 850 Days, it was a sign! And that's how 
it all started. I started collating all the information I could on the Works 
850s. I had the odd period items leftover from building 363 GYP, so they 

TMO558 looking every bit like a Works 850

Great attention to period detail under the bonnet

Works 850 dashboard, quite unlike the later Works cars we are 
more familiar with
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came in handy but nothing much else. I have been gathering information 
on the 850s for a few years now but no one seems to know much, so I 
spent hours going through old Pathé news out takes, sometimes frame 
by frame, as Steve Entwistle said he was sure he had seen some under 
bonnet shots on them - I found 2 and they were rubbish! -  But at least 
it was a start and I worked from there. My car is actually a mix of things 
used from 59 / 61. For example, I believe the hub drive was only used 
on ‘61 Monte 850s and I know from a 1960 shot, that the capillary bulb 
for the temp gauge screws directly into the top of the radiator. Over the 
following years I have managed to find enough details to get to where I 
am today. I was grateful to Guy Smith for sending me some period photos 
but there is still more research to do and no doubt more tweaking to 
come. When I built 363 GYP, a 1071 Works replica, there were plenty of 
reference pictures, other people had been there before me, the research 
had been done and it made it a lot easier. Not so this time though, 
coupled to the fact that 1959 cars had their own intricacies, to try to 
replicate it was a huge learning curve for me and still is”

Richard has sourced many unique parts and fitted them to the car, such 
as the Mory blind to keep the radiator warm and the temperature 
sender in the radiator. The car has an early straight magic wand gear 
stick with an original and correct for the period 5th gear marking gear 
knob. He has also fitted a DR2 wiper motor and early type master 
cylinders with lock nuts on the top. He also established that all of the 
Works TMO cars were very early Morris Deluxe cars and thus all had 
red 4 blade fans. Richard has also had made the extended rear wheel 
hub nut by Gordon Furnace of Catmint fame. This allowed the rear 
wheel driven Halda to operate off the back wheel. All of these many 
details are hard to establish and Richard should be commended for 
working so tirelessly to get so many of these rare and difficult details 
right. I’m really looking forward to seeing the car at Beaulieu.

CRX 90B replica

Still on the subject of Works replicas, those who have been on 
Facebook of late might have seen the very smart Works replica of 
CRX 90B, that has been built by Dennis Sumangil Santarinala from 
San Diego, California.  When I first saw it in its 1964 Monte Carlo 
war paint, I was rather taken aback, as John Littman, who owns the 
original CRX 90B, nor I, had any knowledge of the car. Fortunately, 
John and Dennis are now good friends and John was able to help 
Dennis with some period photos to help him improve the car. Peter 
Moss, the mastermind behind our Minis to Monte and Minis to the 
Alps runs, saw the car and met with Dennis and his very keen friends, 
when he and his brother visited California a few months ago. The car 
was exhibited at the Classic Auto Show in Los Angeles, which Peter 
was visiting, where it won the best in the show award. Complete 
with fake travel staining, the car really did look good.

Subsequently, Dennis has been in touch with Guy Smith, asking 
him for advice on wiring the car. Because the car is in fact left hand 
drive, and I guess the biggest thing that sets it apart from the actual 
car, Dennis has decided, on Guy’s advice, to change that before he 
attempts to attend to the wiring. A Mini is probably the easiest car 
to swap the steering wheel side over – the worse job being changing 
the steering rack. With some juggling with the master cylinders being 
swapped over and the pedal box, it’s all relatively straight forward 
and as he’s going to rewire anyway, that other niggle is resolved. 

Dennis is still attending to numerous details that crop up and it’s 
encouraging that he, just like Richard Skidmore, is keen to get their 
replicas just right.  I have always said that most of the good Works 
replicas are better than some Works cars, as they have to be right to 
have credibility, whereas some owners with Works cars feel the car is 
what it is and has evolved over time and they have no wish to revert Rear wheel driven Halda drive as used on the Monte Carlo Rally

Peter Moss and Dennis at the Classic Auto Show in California

Dennis with his mates and his award at the show

Period equipment collected to replicate the interior of a used 
Works 850
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Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

Following on from last month’s report 
I’m pleased to say that I managed 
to get in touch with John Thurston 
who was able to confirm that he 
was indeed the driver of 7866 DF at 
the Gaisberg hill climb in 1963. John 
received 7866 DF as a 21st birthday 
present; it was obtained via Wicliffe 
Motors to his family BMC dealership 
Watts Factors in Lydney.

As last month’s picture showed, 7866 
DF  had suffered quite an impact but 
it was repaired and went on to be hill 
climbed and raced by John for a couple 
of years. As early as the beginning of 

August 1964, it was running as a 999cc with the engine prepared by 
Downton; this was a time when only twenty five 970 Ss had been 
built by BMC. Apart from the 1963 Targa Florio, some of the 1964 hill 
climb events probably saw the first use of wheel arch extensions on 
Minis equipped with 4½” wheels although scrutineers only required 
them to be fitted on the front.

During this time John was part of the Squadra Tartaruga International 
(Team Tortoise) that was organised by John Aley and, as an 
engineering student at Cambridge University, also became involved 
in the design and production of the Aley roll cages and he did work 
full time for John Aley for a while. Charles Stancomb and John Terry 
also competed in Cooper Ss as part of the same team. The car was 

Simon Wheatcroft

them back to exactly as they appeared as Works cars. Owners of 
Works replicas can’t really do that. The result is we do have some first 
class replicas about. Hopefully Dennis’s car will be one of them too.

Norman Grimshaw

I can’t leave this month's Ex-Works article without mention of the 
untimely and tragic passing of Norman Grimshaw. A larger than life 
character that I was privileged to have as a friend. Norman owned 
several Works Minis and Healeys over the years, all of which he used 
to good effect. Norman was his own man and called a spade a spade. 
Highly intelligent and a good business man, but above all he was a 
devoted family man. He will best be remembered for his dishevelled 
appearance, unique dress sense, and his hard but fair driving behind 
the wheel of his numerous classic Minis in Historic racing and rallying. 
He will be much missed by the many who knew him. A full obituary 
appears on page 28 of this issue CooperWorld.

Robert Young

Nice interior but the steering wheel on the wrong side – now to 
be corrected

ultimately sold to John Button, father of Jensen, who used it for 
autocross for a while.

A couple of interesting pictures of 704 JOM turned up recently. This 
car was a BMC owned 1071 S that was sent to the Austin Motor 
Co Paris Experimental Department in August 1963. It was originally 
Surf blue/OEW and looks as though it was still that colour in early 
1966 when it visited Downton in the hands of the motoring journalist 
Bernard Cahier.

Some pictures had emerged several years ago of a car that 
was supposed to be 704 JOM in Belgium but one couldn’t help 
be a little sceptical as the car in Belgium was Island blue (and 
comprehensively resprayed as such) and looked to be a much 
later vehicle with bosses under the door handles, fresh air intake 
reducer etc. It is also supposed to have a special Downton 
developed 1270cc engine.

John Thurston piloting 7866 DF now running a 999cc engine and 
in Squadra Tartaruga team colours in the Olympia Bergrennen at 
Axamer Lizu in August 1964. He finished 3rd in the 1000 class

John Terry in an ex Broadspeed racer with 1275cc motor on his 
way to winning the 1300cc Touring Car class. All three cars have 
the same front arches - apparently made from oil drums

Squadra Tartaruga team mate Charles Stancomb in his Austin 1071 
S could only manage 4th in the 1300cc class
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It may be entirely coincidental that 704 JOM was in the UK in 1966 
but that would tie in quite nicely with the change of colour and some 
of the updates it now has. It has the same Hooper style dash panel 
and very similar Microcell front seats to the Enzo Ferrari Cooper S 
that broke cover about four years ago and that work is thought to 
have been carried out in house by BMC.

704 JOM at Downton in 1966 next to Downton racer 176 NWL

You wouldn’t think that this is the same car

Under bonnet shows early type radiator but a number of later 
updates and Special Tuning parts

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Not the best angle to show the Hooper style dash panel

Same style of dash panel and layout in this ex Enzo Ferrari car 
which was modified late 1964/early 1965

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this month’s report, you 
can tell spring is on its way as register 
activity now getting busy. At the time of 
writing, I am still looking for two cars 
for the Cooper Mk1 register display at 
Beaulieu. A prime parking spot is on 
offer as well as a free show entrance 
ticket for the driver!

Two requests this month, one is from 
a member who is looking for a project 
car to restore, which must be fairly 
original and complete. Please get in 
touch if you have such a car and are 
thinking of selling it, as it may save you 
from having to advertise your car and 

run the risk of having it unfairly scrutinised on various forums which 
seems to be a regular occurrence when cars come up for sale. 

The next request is from Mike Hood who owns OML 494E, a new 
car to the register. Mike would like to know if anyone remembers 
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I have a spring in my step as I write 
this, since my Mk11 S passed its MOT 
today without any advisories. Despite 
a thorough pre MOT check and a 
Classic friendly MOT testing station, 
I’m always nervous on the day. My car 
has all its MOT history in the form 
of the old certificates, proof that it 
has been continuously on the road 
since first registered in April 1970. 
The question now is, was this the 
car’s last MOT? I’m still undecided on 
this point; I’m interested to see what 
other people decide to do. I know 
most people carry out their own 
maintenance but I can’t help thinking 

there will be an opportunity for ‘Classic’ garages to provide an 
annual safety check, something to give you peace of mind, a second 
pair eyes to ensure your car is safe without the anxiety of the 
dreaded MOT fail, what do you think?

A look at the Register now, with Adrian Adams and Phil Richards 
updating the details for their car, OOU 277G, a 1968 Austin in Island 
blue and Snowberry white. The Register already has an entry for this 
car, but I wasn’t quite prepared for the fascinating if tragic history this 
car has. Built in August 1968 and registered in the London area, the 
car’s first owner was a Sir Richard Sharples. Sir Richard was a British 
politician who resigned his position as Minister of State at the Home 
Office in 1972, in order to take up the post of British Ambassador 
in Bermuda. Tragically, Sir Richard was assassinated by a militant 
Bermudan group called the Black Beret Cadre in 1973; an internet 
search will give you the full story. Remarkably, after all this time, 
Adrian has recently met for afternoon tea at the House of Lords with 
Sir Richards’s widow, Lady Pamela Sharples, now Baroness Sharples.
Having only retired in 2017 at the age of 94, Adrian says Lady Pamela 
was most welcoming and is excited to learn that the Mini is still 
around. He has promised to drive the car over to her London address 
when complete so she can see it and have her photo taken with it. 

Nick Hunter

this car and maybe can share a little of its history. It is currently 
painted Almond green, but was originally thought to have been 
painted Old English white. Once again, please contact me and I will 
pass on the information.

A new car to the register this month belongs to Duncan Mackison 
who was very quick to reply after seeing his name mentioned in last 
month’s report. Registered OGU 757D Mike’s car is a rather smart 
looking Morris Cooper finished in Tweed grey with a black roof, albeit 
not an original BMC colour scheme, perhaps it should have been. The 
black roundels on the doors certainly set the car off well with the 
added ‘Rose Petal’ alloy wheels and full length ‘Webasto’ sunroof. 

Duncan’s Mini Cooper as acquired

Rear shot showing how clean the car is

Loaded up and ready to go to its new home

Having bought the car from the Sussex area and transported it all 
the way back to Scotland, it is of no surprise that the car is currently 
with Simon Drew in his Edinburgh workshop at the ‘Mini Works’. 
The car would appear to have its original bodyshell as well as the 
engine and interior and Simon is tasked with fitting new 7.5’’ disc 
brakes and electronic ignition, just so that the car can be used 
reliably through the summer. The current engine specification 
shows that the car had been tuned and had a 5-speed gearbox fitted 
back in 2013 by Sussex engine specialist Patrick Howe. It would 
probably be of interest for members to know how this gearbox 
performs. Future plans for the car are to have some bodywork 
restoration undertaken but, in the meantime, Duncan will be 
enjoying his new car and asks if anyone else in the Highland area 
would like to meet up. Duncan is not new to Mini ownership having 
had an Mk2 Cooper and Mk1 Mini as well as a Mini Marcos in the 
1980s. Duncan describes his most comic moment whilst travelling 
along a dual carriageway in the Marcos when he realised that he was 
being overtaken by one of his own wheels, the rear nearside wheel 
had detached itself but the car seemed perfectly balanced travelling 
along without it! However, the car was parked and the wheel 
retrieved and bolted back on. Evidence indicated that someone else 
took a liking to the Marcos wheels and perhaps got disturbed!

Next month we shall see former French rally driver Olivier Mesnard’s 
new project. Olivier has been looking for a car for a very long time 
but fortunately his friend, Nicolas Pinon, was persuaded to part with 
this rather interesting car. So, more on Olivier’s car in next month’s 
issue of CooperWorld.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander
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on details. Thanks to Adrian and Phil for this update and history, I look 
forward to bringing you photos of the finished car with Lady Pamela.

A new entry to the Register next with Ivan Wise sending in details of 
his car an Almond green and Snowberry white Morris, JTK 149G.The 
car was built on 17/6/68 and then sold by Wadhams of Waterlooville 
later that month so it is coming up to its 50th birthday. Ivan is also 
nearing the completion of his car’s restoration. He bought JTK from 

The car itself is a few months away from completion of a restoration 
that was started some 38 years ago. During that time the car has been 
under wraps in various locations with Adrian and Phil starting work on 
it in the middle of last year. As you can see from the photos, the car is 
quite close to completion, in very standard looking spec with some nice 
original detail. It’s good to see the car sitting on the now rarer  standard 
3.5j ‘S’ rims and under the bonnet there appears to be the body number 
tag present on the front panel. The original ‘round’ air filter case is 
unfortunately missing, although they do have the lid and wing nuts, if you 
can help with a good second hand case. Please let me know and I’ll pass 

Engine bay of OOU 277G, still some way to go

Just the bumper to fit to finish off the rear of OOU

Side view of OOU showing the now rarely fitted standard fit 3.5j ‘S’ rims

JTK 149G nearing completion, note Ivan’s preference for a Mk1 
Porcelain green/grey interior

Rear photo of JTK, the wider option 4.5j ‘S’ rims fitted to this car

Engine bay of JTK nearing completion
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Quite often members register their cars with me and sadly that’s 
the last I hear of them. However, having said that, I’m pleased 
to say that the Austin Cooper registered UMO 999G appeared 
on the register last month with a new owner, Simon Banting. 
The last entry I had for the car was way back in 2010. Simon 
purchased the car in August 2017 and has only just joined the club 

Graham Robinson

a friend 5 years ago, the friend having owned the car since 1994. 
Whilst in his friend’s ownership it had been stored under a sheet 
in the garden, not the best storage conditions. Ivan says he clearly 
remembers the day he picked the car up; it literally broke in half as it 
was removed from its resting place. So, a comprehensive project and 
as you can see Ivan has done a great job of bringing JTK back to life.
Thanks to Ivan for registering JTK, if you have any information about 
its life before 1994, please let me know and I’ll pass it on. 

And finally, it’s that time of year again, Beaulieu approaches fast, so a 
call for two cars for the display at our National Day on Sunday June 
10th. If you’d like to display your Mk11 S, barn find or project car, 
please let me know, there is a free entry ticket for each display car. 

That's all for this month

Until next time

Nick Hunter 

UMO superbly restored to as close to original factory spec

Great to see all the correct Mk11 Cooper badges on the boot lid

and registered his car. The car has been fully restored to a very 
high standard as you can see from the pictures Simon sent me. 
The engine has been fully reconditioned and has only completed 
400 miles since the rebuild, so Simon is still running it in. Simon 
describes the car being in ‘as new’ condition and that it’s a 
pleasure to drive.  He is looking forward to driving it to Beaulieu 
in June.  So, whether UMO is on the register display or in the 
general Cooper parking, it has to be worth a look. I know I will 
be having a close look at it!

The interior in excellent condition and all standard bar the steering 
wheel and accelerator pedal

The underneath of the car looks as superb as the topside of it

The car also retains its Hydrolastic suspension when many cars don’t
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Well, that’s nearly it for this month except I have been advised 
by the Beaulieu organisers that only 2 cars can be displayed to 
represent the MKII Cooper Register. Thus, don’t delay if you 
would like a prime parking space and free entry. Places will be 
allocated on a first come first served basis. So get in early to 
avoid disappointment. 

Until next month,

Happy Coopering,

Graham Robinson 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

My estimate for BRW 36K which I 
mentioned last month turned out to be 
rather optimistic as it sold for £18,600, 
but it transpires that the car had been 
re-shelled which does tend to put a lot 
of people off. In this instance the change 
more than likely happened early in its 
life because it was in a genuine Mk 3 S 
replacement shell, probably from late 
1971 or early 1972. BL did continue 
to build replacement Mk 3 S shells for 
some three or four years after Mk 3 S 
production ceased and actually ended 
up building almost twice as many shells 

as cars! I’m pleased to report that BRW 
has been bought by an MCR member 

and will be joining another Mk 3 S that he already owns in his garage.

Simon Wheatcroft

The engine bay is without doubt restored to the high standard that 
the rest of the car is

A well detailed and superbly clean boot area

Last month we had mention of an old competition Mk 3 S and now 
another one has reappeared after a number of years below the radar, 
having been off the road since the mid 1980s. This time it is SBN 
254J which was rallied in the mid 1970s by Peter Morphy. SBN is a 
December 1970 built car which was registered as a Morris on 1st 
January 1971; it was at one time Glacier white but, as presented these 
days, is now in Bronze yellow which I think is its original colour. It 
has the factory optional dashboard fresh air vents and a heated rear 
window as well as a non-factory Britax/Webasto style folding sunroof. 
By the time you read this it should have appeared at the April Anglia 
Car Auctions classic sale with an estimate of £22,000 to £25,000. The 
engine bay could do with a tidy up and detailing, but otherwise apart 
from the fact it is sitting on reverse rims it looks to be a nice car.

The later Mk 3 S shell has the usual bootboard brackets but a solid 
rear bulkhead and rear seat belt fixings – you can just see one of 
these fixings in the join between boot floor and rear bulkhead

SBN looking nice and tidy

Pretty original interior – note early style dash fresh air vents and 
heated rear window switch
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Another radar dodging Morris I have received correspondence 
about is JBY 33K. An undated but clearly quite old auction 
catalogue page appeared somewhere on Facebook featuring the 
car which, at the time, was painted metallic Silver Birch and, 
unusually for a Mini of that period, featured an electric sunroof. 
The auction estimate was £3,000 to £4,000 so I would imagine 
it is from the late 1980s or early 1990s. Built in April 1971, this 
car was last heard of in the Sevenoaks area but, according to the 
DVLA, is now brown and hasn’t been troubling the highways of 
this green and pleasant land since April 1986.

Also unusual has been the appearance of a selection of Mk 3 S related 
memorabilia on ebay of late; namely a sales brochure, an unused early 
Passport to Service and a rare Mk 3 S distributor.

The sales brochure sold for, I thought, a rather surprising £72; 
granted they are hard to find, but there was another on ebay at the 
same time for a Buy It Now price of £45. The Passport To Service 
made £65.77 whilst a proper Lucas 41033 Mk 3 S distributor sold for 
£155. Might seem a bit pricey but they are so much rarer than the 
40819 fitted to earlier S types.

It is not often that you see a Mk 3 S on TV in fact I can’t recall the last 
time I did see one. So I was more than surprised when VHR 785K, a 
Blaze example, made a brief driving appearance in the second episode 
of Strike: Career of Evil.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

JBY 33K in old fashioned black and white auction catalogue

The early style Passport To Service that came with a Mk 3 S

The original Mk 3 S sales brochure front was actually a retouched 
version of the last Mk 2 S sales brochure

The correct distributor number for a Mk 3 S. This is a very early 
one dated 0170 – this may have originally been from a Bronze 
Yellow car as there is a speck of paint on it

Rover Cooper Register

To open this month’s report, I would 
like to thank Peter Selby for contacting 
me about the 998cc John Cooper 
conversions referred to in my March 
2018 report.

Peter, as many of our more senior 
members will remember, is the 
owner of G30 BPD, a 1989 British 
Racing green/white 998cc ‘Mini 
Racing’. He purchased it new on 26th 
August 1989 and had it converted at 
John Cooper Garages (JCG) on 19th 
September that year. Carrying the 
conversion number 44, Peter and 
his car had quite a high profile within 

the MCR in the early 1990s as he attended numerous events, 
including track days.

He eventually sold the car in June 2000 and, like many of us, lived to 
regret that decision, but was lucky enough to be able to buy it back 
in August 2009, by which time it was in desperate need of TLC. Now 
fully restored, G30 BPD is once more granting Peter licence to re-live 
those fun times of nearly 30 years ago.

Given his long association with the 998cc conversions, Peter has very 
kindly updated me on the present situation concerning the numbers 
built and surviving. Dean Cox, owns the very first car, F714 HGJ, in 
pristine condition, and runs the Facebook page ‘Classic Mini John 
Cooper Conversions’. 

John Parnell
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Between them, Peter and Dean estimate that around 130 cars were 
converted by JCG, denoted by the ‘GB’ on their conversion number 
certificate. A small number of cars were also converted at approved 
Rover dealerships and have the letters `RF’ (for Rover Fitted) in 
their conversion number. The majority were based on the limited 
edition duotone Mini ‘Racing’, ‘Flame’, ‘Sky, and ‘Rose’ of 1989 and 
the follow-up  ‘Check Mate’, ‘Flame red’ and ‘Racing green’ duotone 
limited editions launched in February 1990. The 1989 Mini Thirty LE 
was also a popular candidate for conversion and we shouldn’t rule out 
a smattering of 998cc Mini Cities and Mayfairs up to April 1992. It is 
worth remembering that all of these 998cc cars in standard factory 
form had servo assisted dual circuit brakes with 8.4 inch discs at the 
front – more than enough to cope with the 50% power uplift of John 
Cooper magic under the bonnet. 

As to be expected, conversion business of 998cc cars tailed off rapidly 
with the introduction of the 1275cc Rover Mini Cooper from July 1990 
onwards. Overall, total UK 998cc conversions are believed to be no 
more than 150. Some 35 cars have been accounted for, of which 10 
are still known to be active. A display of survivors is being organised for 
Beaulieu on 10th June. If you want your 998cc conversion to be with 
them, then please contact Peter Selby via Facebook.

Moving on…

In last month’s report I did an overview of the July1993 John Cooper 
brochure. It would be almost two years (May 1995) before the next 
JCG sales publication. Exactly midway through that period (August 
1994) came the launch of the 86bhp John Cooper Grand Prix LE 
which I revisited in my February 2018 report with references to 
earlier studies on page 45 of that issue.

Released as an insert in the June 1995 issue of MiniWorld, John 
Cooper’s 1995 sales catalogue was a 24 page publication with 
photography by the celebrated icon of his craft, David Bailey. Critical 
to the timing of the brochure was the launch of the 1995 John 
Cooper Mini Cooper S, which had a two-page press release as well 
as a six-page spread in MiniWorld and was the main front cover 
story. Priced at £9,975, the new cars were exclusive to John Cooper 
Garages and offered improved power output of 80PS (79 bhp) as well 
as a host of other features most of which were covered in my earlier 
appraisal of these cars in the July 2013 issue of CooperWorld. 

Beautifully produced, the first thing you notice about the front cover 
of the brochure is the five cars line abreast with their lights on. MIII 
FUN and HI SPEC (H15 PEC) are both Grand Prix LE demonstrators, 
MIII OUW and MIII OWW are the two new Cooper S models that 
feature inside the brochure and in the MiniWorld review. HIS FUN 
(H15 FUN) is Michael Cooper’s 115 bhp 1400cc demonstrator. 

Back in harness – Peter Selby’s 998cc John Cooper conversion G30 BPD

The first of the line – F714 HGJ, the 998cc conversion prototype 
now owned by Dean Cox (Picture: Autocar & Motor)

Tricolour – The 80PS John Cooper conversions announced in 1995 
had rocker covers colour coded to the colour of the car 

Cover story - The 1995 John Cooper Catalogue was issued 
with the June 1995 issue of MiniWorld
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Inside, pages 2 to 5 gives the full specification on the new 
Cooper S models; page 6 advertises the Grand Prix LE, while 
page 7 showcases JCG’s expertise at bespoke specials with 
pictures of  the late billionaire George Wong’s spectacular 
£32,000 Mini limo that was shipped to Hong Kong. I wonder 
where that car is now?

Interestingly, performance conversions for 998cc carburettor 
Minis were still being advertised in spite of these engine units 
having been dropped from production a full three years earlier. 
Even though sales were probably only a trickle, the important 
thing is that the conversion service was available for anyone that 
needed it, perhaps for a car with a rebuilt engine. Carburettor 
1275cc engines continued to be installed in Mini Sprites and 
Mayfairs until August 1994, the Mini 35 being amongst the 
last. Without doubt, the market for carburettor 1275cc engine 
conversions was an enduring one.

For those who didn’t want the £9,975 expense of a new 1995 John 
Cooper Mini Cooper S, with all of its other extras, the basic 80 PS 
conversion kit (MCC 1275SD) could be acquired as ‘supply and 
fit only’ for £1,751.34p. The Super Kit (MCC 1275SS) which was 
the basis of the 86 bhp Grand Prix cars was priced at £3,109.52p, 
again, supply and fit only. Finally, on the engine conversion choices, 
the 1400cc Carburettor Kit was now joined by a 1400cc Injection 
Kit (MCC 1400BB) with a list price of £5,995.00p. As both options 
were supply and fit only and involved a completely new engine, 
cylinder head, fuel delivery and exhaust system, the high price is 
hardly surprising.

Billionaire’s limo – John Cooper with the bespoke Mini built for 
George Wong

Creature comforts – The interior of George Wong’s Mini. The car 
took a whole year to put together 

John Cooper’s links with Jack Knight stretches back to the 1950s when 
the latter prepared gearboxes for the Cooper grand prix cars. The Jack 
Knight 5 speed Mini gearbox (MCC 400) would eventually become an 
integral element of a John Cooper performance conversion in 1997, 
but made its debut as an add-on in 1995 at a cost of £1,586.25p. Other 
additions on the handling and suspension menu included an uprated 
brake kit (MCC 274) for £299.63p) an adjustable ride height kit (MCC 
292) for £144.50p and alloy brake drums (MCC 391) for £193.88p. 

In addition to a wide range of leather interiors, wood veneer 
dashboards, matched cappings and door furniture in both wood and 
alloy, the 1995 John Cooper catalogue also now gave customers the 
option of electric door windows (MCC 286) for £229.95p, central 
locking (MCC 287) for £119.95p, air conditioning (MCC 445) for 
£1,590.00p (supply and fit only), and an electric radio aerial (MCC 275) 
for £99.95p. An electric sunroof had already been available since 1993.

Registrar’s Comments

Compared with the 1993 sales brochure, John Cooper’s 1995 
catalogue had expanded the product range from 98 to 124 listed 
items. Unless stated otherwise, most of the items on the 1995 price 
list, including many of those mentioned above, were for supply only. 
Fitting them at the Ferring workshop was extra. 

While performance conversions were clearly the core of the business, 
the vast majority of customers also wanted to personalise their cars, 
hence no two John Cooper conversions ever look the same. There 
was no shortage of older customers either who remembered the Mini 
Cooper the first time round and wanted to re-live the experience but 
this time with a bit more comfort. Whatever their motoring desire, 
John Cooper Garages rose to the challenge. And having done such a 
magnificent job on George Wong’s Mini, it is no surprise that luxury 
fittings like electric windows, central locking, and air conditioning also 
found their way on to the customer option menu.

The full ticket – John Cooper’s 1400cc conversion kit for Spi engines  

All change – The area dialling code for Worthing changed to 
`01903’ in April 1995
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Finally, two other points worth noting; 1995 saw the introduction of 
the red ‘Cooper’ bonnet and bootlid badge inserts that seem to be de 
rigueur, and it was on 16th April 1995 that the ‘01’ dialling code was 
introduced on regional telephone numbers. Like every other business 
up and down the land, JCG had to change all of their stationery to 
reflect the new ‘01903’ dialling code applicable to the Worthing area. 
But it didn’t end there, a whole new set of conversion plates also had 
to be made, providing a useful timeline check when authenticating a 
John Cooper conversion. 

Before I close, I am still looking for two John Cooper conversions 
(an early and a late one) for our display at Beaulieu on 10th June. 
The lucky two will get free entry. As I write this report at the end of 
March, I have so far only had one response. My contact details are on 
page 4 of this issue.

Until next month…

Enjoy the May Bank Holidays 

John Parnell

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

1968 Morris Mk1 1275 Cooper 
S Wood and Pickett Margrave 
conversion

Like many car enthusiasts, over the 
years I've collected many old photos 
and magazine cut-outs of standard and 
modified cars, especially coach built 
Minis. For one car in particular I have 
more details than the rest and it's the 
one I'm reporting on this month. 
Last summer, Ian Williams contacted me 
about a very individual Wood & Pickett 
Cooper S that he'd been offered by a 
dealer based outside of New York. Ian 
was after a 970 S from the same dealer 
but just missed out on the purchase of 

that car, so the W&P appeared to be an interesting option. It was at 
this time I was able to bring to light all the history and nine photos 
that had been taken of the car in 1991. A hand-written letter and 
some adverts had been sent to Chris Gow from the then owner, 
George, highlighting the car's background as he knew it. 

George bought two Minis in 1989 from exotic car broker and ex-
racing driver (XKE Le Mans 1963) Bob Grossman of Southampton, 
Long Island, New York. They were obtained from a wealthy collector 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars and evidently two Minis: a 1967 
Austin Mini automatic which had been bought for his wife and the 
other, a 1968 Morris Cooper S, for himself.
 
Both cars were painted in factory Tartan red but, being a Rolls-Royce 
man, the wealthy owner decided to create his own ‘Mini Rolls-Royce’ 
and so, sent the Mini Cooper to W&P in or around 1973 for a full 
make-over, no expense spared. I should add that when George 
bought the two cars neither were running and they both had very low 
mileages, with the Austin Mini showing 12,000 miles on the clock and 
the Cooper just 2,500 miles. Apparently, the reason why the cars had 
such low mileages is because they were only used in summer and for 
holidays. George wrote his letter in February 1991 however, I have 
an email from October the same year from a dealer also in New York 
showing the W&P for sale for $30,000 with only 8,000 original miles.

Fast forward now to the end of last year when I was contacted by 
Ian Williams who informed me that he'd purchased and just taken 
delivery of the W&P Cooper S and was looking for Paul Sulma to 
assist him in registering the car in the UK. The car was originally a UK 
RHD car which was exported to the US sometime in the late 1960s 
and, along the way, had lost its British registration number. 

Steve Burkinshaw

So, at the beginning of this year Paul and I travelled together to 
carry out an inspection of Ian’s car as is required by the DVLA. I 
was delighted to see the car in the metal for the first time and to 
fully appreciate the high standards the original W&P coach builders 
worked to in their premises at Abbey Road, Park Royal. Although 
George referred to the body colour as Candy Apple, the more likely 
colour as stated in the advert is Emerald Green metallic which, 
despite the aged cellulose paint, still holds up well with no evident 
corrosion anywhere. Due to the fairly strong shade of tinted glass, 
I wasn't prepared for the striking contrast of the orange Connolly 
leather interior which greeted me when I opened the car’s door. 

Inside boot area

Side profile shot showing several W&P ‘custom’ alterations

Well appointed leather interior finished in a rather bright orange 
colour to some people’s tastes
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The forty five year old cabin still looked superb, notwithstanding just 
a little bit of aging was showing on the walnut veneered dashboard. 
On closer inspection it could be seen that the veneer was attached 
from the centre line as a mirror image (the left panel matched the 
right hand side one) which is a technique that was used by the coach 
builders of Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud cars. 

As the right hand door panel was removed at the time Paul and I 
inspected the car in order to effect a repair to the electric window, 

Note door latch mechanism not a standard Mini fitment

Rear folding seat allows long items to be stowed in the boot

Rear parcel shelf seat catch arrangement

this allowed us to clearly see the adaptation carried out and needed 
to install an exterior ‘push-button’ type door handle that W&P used 
on Mk1 and 2 Minis. The sumptuous reclining front seats had wide 
and curved headrests and the rear pockets were cut back to allow for 
additional backward adjustment of the seats. Back in the 1970s, W&P 
issued a long list of extras and improvements, but to my knowledge 
only made two hatchbacks one of these being Nev Smyth’s which he 
has sent me details of for a future report, whilst the other is Philip 
Cowan's unique ‘Mini Gordon’. The coach builders came up with a 

Rear seat in the fold down position but not fully

Front seat backs recline forward to allow for access to the rear seats

Unusually large and very padded headrests on front seats
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novel way of gaining better storage access to the boot by installing a 
fold-down rear seat and the removing the centre section of the rear 
seat squab metal panel. The back seat is held firmly in place in the 
upright position with two chrome catches to the rear parcel shelf. 
The W&P sales brochure description stated that long items, such as 
golf clubs and fishing rods, could then be loaded through the boot and 

Rear pockets are cut back considerably to allow for additional front 
seat adjustment

A lot of adaptation works carried out to the doors to allow for 
electric windows and alternative door locking mechanisms

Front end shot showing oblong Cibie headlamps with matching 
grille mounted spotlamps

The classic sill mounted Wood & Pickett company name plate

A very different door latch mechanism from a standard Mini item

The Hollandia fold back sun roof
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up to the front seats. The leather trimming is a work of art and oozes 
luxury in every corner, although it is unlikely that anyone sat on the 
back seat, given the somewhat confined space that was inadvertently 
created by the incorporation of substantial amounts of additional seat 
padding etc.
 
The car’s conversion probably pre-dates the electric tilt/slide metal 
sun roofs so a simpler version made by Hollandia has been installed 
which, when the recessed handle is pulled back, drops at the back 
and slides. With the handle released, it locks into the required 
position. As much as I like sun roofs in any car, classic or modern, 
they can be a nightmare when they go wrong, more so when many of 
their components are no longer manufactured.

To make their conversions stand out, W&P added their own twist to 
set them further apart from just a custom car with a non-stock colour 
and alloy wheels: they adapted Cibie rectangular headlamps into 
reshaped wings and then installed matching Cibie spot lamps which 
were recessed into Benelite grilles. To smooth out the body form 
they often removed the welded vertical seams and front and rear 
roof gutters, curving the ends of the roof’s side gutters, and Ian's car 
has all these features too.

When the car arrived in the UK, not surprisingly with so many custom 
changes, there were a few electrical issues which have since been 
resolved; I believe some of the wiring in the engine bay has been 
replaced. The engine may be slightly tuned but still on standard carbs. 
All the mechanical side of the car has been checked and overhauled 

Rear end shot showing de-seaming of the rear part of the roof and 
quarter panels

Perhaps one of the most radically customised Mk1 Cooper Ss 
undertaken by Wood and Pickett

and I've recently been informed by Ian that the car is now a British 
citizen again thanks to Paul.

For those wishing to see this special car, it will be on display in June at 
the MCR Mini day at Beaulieu. As I mentioned last month, any coach 
built Mini/Cooper owners please contact me for your free ticket for 
car and driver at this year's event!

Steve Burkinshaw

Innocenti Register

There have been quite a few Innocenti 
Mini Coopers exchanging hands 
over the past month. Members Chas 
Whight and Roger Hunt have both 
sold their Cooper 1300 Exports. Both 
lovely and well documented cars 
within CooperWorld and I've been 
assured that both cars have gone to 
enthusiastic owners.

Two different cars have also been 
up for sale over the past month 
and both have been the topic of 
discussion on internet forums. It 
seems that both cars have been re-
shelled at some point and in both 
cases; this wasn't mentioned in the 

description within their respective adverts.

One of the sellers posted photo's of their car on an internet Innocenti 
Mini group some time ago and was told that their car had been re-
shelled by quite a few people including me. However, despite this, the 
fact that it had been re-shelled was still left out of the description of 
the car in the advert. 

The other car was also advertised on various internet sites and again, 
had so many differences from the original Italian bodyshell, that it 
appeared to have been re-shelled into a British bodyshell during its 
restoration many years ago. Photographs taken from that time would 
suggest that to be the case. However, despite the new potential 
owner asking questions about the car and being told of it having been 
re-shelled into a British bodyshell. After consulting a friend who has 
a business specialising in Minis, the new prospective owner made 
the decision to buy the car for quite a significant amount of money 
despite the information given by myself and others to him.

One of my duties as a registrar and enthusiast is to help people when 
they are contemplating buying and restoring one of these cars. But as 
well as myself, there are a host of other owners and enthusiasts also 
there to offer guidance. If you choose not to accept ‘expert’ advice 
from other enthusiasts, then there isn't a great deal more we can do 
apart from let you go with your own decision.

Innocenti Minis are unique in their bodyshells and fittings. Because the 
Cooper 1300 Export is most common in the UK, I'll stick with this 
model within this report. They have a chassis number stamped into the 
left hand inner wing (as viewed from the front on). The inner wing at 
the radiator end has only three sides. The scuttle panel has only two 
wiper holes. The bonnet hinges are around 16cm inward of the wing 
drainage channel.  Depending on the year of the car, it may have cut 
down rear storage bins to clear reclining seats. There are rear seatbelt 
mounts in the boot and extra upper brackets depending on build date.

If in doubt, and before buying one of these unique cars, please get in 
touch with me and more importantly, listen to any advice given as it 
may save you a lot regret later on.

That's all for this month.
 
Foster Charlton

Foster Charlton
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1275GT Register

With 2019 coming up next year, the 
prospect of the forthcoming 50th 
anniversary of the 1275GT should spur 
on the growing interest and demand 
for both complete cars and projects.

Looking back to 1969 my interests 
at the time were Airfix and Lego; 
dreaming of cars was limited to a 
browse through my Observers Book 
of Automobiles. My view on how the 
developments and changes to the Mini 
range were received by the motoring 
world and the buying public, are based 
on later reading of period road tests 
and magazine articles.

The experiences and opinions of those who were buying new cars 
in in the1969-1970 era would be a far more informative source.  So, 
were you considering a new 1275GT in 1969, did you buy one? If so 
what helped influence that decision?

Considering how the Mini range was positioned at that time, the 
kerb appeal of the GT would have certainly made it stand out in 
comparison to the rest of the Mini models. A case in point being the 
short lived MK111 Cooper S, which at first glance had few visual 
features to differentiate it from the standard Mini 1000.

BL’s marketing of the GT made great claims for its new features like 
improved seating, interior colour schemes and instrumentation which 
today seem far from unusual, but in 1969 these developments were 
seen as premium features.

So, were the general buying public overly concerned that the new 
‘sporting’ Mini was not quite as sporting as its predecessors? Sales 

Alan Clark

figures by year are hard to come by, so of the 68,061 Minis sold in 
1969, establishing what proportion were 1275GTs is difficult.

But with MK111 Cooper S total production at only 1,570 total, GT 
sales were clearly going to overtake the outgoing S.

The reception the new GT received from the sporting motoring 
press was less than complementary, drawing comparisons to its 
predecessors rather than assessing its appeal in isolation as a new 
model. Main stream press reviews and road tests were more 
favourable with praise for the equipment and interior features. ‘Eye 
Ball’ fresh air vents and the option for a rear screen heater for £13 1s 
1d, were noteworthy new features together with radial tyres being 
fitted as standard, whereas crossplys were however still the norm on 
the lower spec Clubman. Brakes and suspension being full Cooper 
S spec, were the best currently available in the Mini range and were 
praised overall. 

The one consistent criticisms of the early GTs was of course the low 
final drive ratio of 3.65:1, and the logic of which was never quite clear 
but has haunted the early GT despite the relatively small number of 
cars produced with this spec.

Nearly 50 years on, I am keen to hear from those with firsthand 
experience of the GTs launch and how it compares to the information 
accessible today.

With our Beaulieu day fast approaching, I am hoping for a good 
turnout for our register. As in past years I am looking for two feature 
cars to display in the main arena area; a complementary ticket and a 
reserved spot in the display area is on offer!

In 1969 this was where it all began

Amongst the exotica this little gem stood out 

BL’s launch brochure from 1969
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 Modern MINI Cooper Register

Are you all looking forward to the 
MCR National Mini day at Beaulieu?  
Unfortunately, I shall not be attending 
as the MINI CHALLENGE is also on 
that weekend. However, I shall be 
there in spirit!

My new F56 JCW, having done just 600 
miles as I don’t do snow, is still pleasing to 
drive. The standard exhaust does sound 
so nice, with the twin pipes both working 
and with no sports mode. The track 
exhaust with just a straight through pipe 
has now been withdrawn from the MINI 
configurator - all due to the UK type 
approval (so I have been told).

I have just had to renew my car insurance and I was expecting a 
hefty jump after my little episode even though my no claims bonus 
was protected. Yes, it had gone up by a hefty £150; after I bit of 
a haggle I managed to get it down to a little over a £100 increase. 
One of the advantages of using a broker (Swinton) is that they 
work for you and can shop around. Are they as good as the Mercat 
company? Not sure, but you do have to be very careful of the 
endorsements and exclusions, as well as hikes in deductibles when 
shopping around. I have been with Swinton for over 9 years and 
have yet to have any issues with them. Even if you want to change 
things, as long as it is done online it is free (£25 if you want to speak 
to a human at the local office).

The new Union Jack rear lights on MINIs delivered after March are 
causing quite a stir on FaceBook, with people buying them from 
MINI Direct or other suppliers to fit themselves. Prices vary, but 
about £250 seems the current going price, with retail at I believe 
£312. Cotswold MINI Group is doing a special for £218 if you 
contact Alex Lander there on 01242 335365.  I personally believe 
that they look a bit ‘tacky’ but that is probably due to not having 
them. I would never see them so I see little point. They do require 
a code input as they will not simply instal. All that takes is a trip 
to a MINI dealer or a Mobile App that talks to the car! You will 
no doubt have noticed there are a few pre-owned (the new ebay 

David Young

In addition to the main arena display, I am hoping an extended register 
parking area will be available where we can assemble register variants 
in a grouped display. If you are arriving in your GT, ask for directions 
to this parking area.

Alan Clark

Was this enough to sway a decision to buy

word for second hand) rear F56 lights on the site for around £50 
a side. Piano black rear light trims are also on sale! Sorry, but I like 
the chrome line.

One thing I did notice comparing my old V5c to my new V5c is 
that the newer cars make less noise at 88db down from 91db. 
That is a lot quieter, the DB range being logarithmic.  Drive by 
noise is also down by 3db. The emissions have all changed with 
NOx down but CO2 and HC have increased. Why? No idea, but 
there you have it. The only thing that has changed is the type-
approval number! I hazard a guess that this is all to do with the 
push to lower emissions in the UK. Did I tell you about MINI 
ceasing production of the JCW for 6 months? This was just to 
lower the total amount of high emission cars that are produced 
in a year.

I still take the occasional look on the DVLA website to see if my old 
JCW has come back to life, it was a scrapper so it should never be on 
the road again. No Tax is all the site says.

There appears to have been very little activity from MINI or 
the register, but I simply must tell you that the MINI Y REGister 
group on Facebook is growing like mad and makes for a great 
visit. Charting the first few months of when the ‘New’ MINI was 
launched, it includes the OBL registered cars which were the 
factory demo ones used in launch events throughout the country 
in July 2001, after the Paris launch in September 2000- over 17 
years ago now! 

MCR members Tanya Field and Martyn Collins are both very active. 
Richard Hill has written a great blog and you can read this blog 
entitled ‘The history of the Y Reg MINI from the numbers’ at   
http://yminiadventure.com/history/yregstats. 

This article will no doubt become the definitive source of the 
early days of the MINI. Of those first Y reg MINIs (700 in total), 
406 are currently still in use, either taxed or on a SORN (321 are 
still taxed).

Currently, I am totally addicted to watching  Car S.O.S (aka 
Car Sausage) and Wheeler Dealers. They are both in a similar 
mode and are continually running on the Discovery and National 
Geographic Networks. The early Wheeler Dealer episodes 
feature Mike Brewer and Edd China. It shows in full detail all 
the work undertaken to restore the old cars, be they barn 
finds or just stuck in garages. The aim is to buy cheap, restore 
correctly, using original parts or new old stock (only using new 
when forced to) and sell for a small profit. Edd China is, in my 
opinion, brilliant. He has now left the show as it has a stronger 
focus on Mike Brewer and the buying storyline, with Edd being 
replaced by Ant Anstead, who is also great at what he does. 
Car SOS is about identifying a needy or unlucky person who has 
a classic car in their garage, removing it and within 3-6 weeks 
returning it fully restored. Tim Shaw and Fuzz Townsend are the 
presenters, Fuzz being a full-time car restorer and Tim the parts 
go-getter and auto electrician. The programme does not give 
the same level of detail that Wheeler Dealer does. It is, though, 
superbly put together and highly emotional when you see the 
car reunited with its owner as a surprise. Both programmes are 
about undertaking accurate restorations, without bodges, with 
most cars getting a full respray in their original colours. Both 
programmes have done a Classic Mini, still available on DVD 
or as a download from SKY. I am just waiting for them to do a 
Modern MINI.

OX4 News.

The good news is that the MINI 5-Door Hatch has won Best 
Compact SME Company Car at the 2018 Business Car Manager SME 
Company Car of the Year awards.

Judged by an independent panel, this is the third consecutive year 
that the MINI 5-Door Hatch has won the award thanks to its highly 
appealing design, low running costs and competitive company car 
taxation rates. 
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MINI Plant Oxford has also received a top visitor attraction 
award from the official national tourism agency for England.

The Award recognises attractions that ‘go the extra mile to provide a 
high-quality day out’
The plant, which builds more than 1,000 MINIs each day, has been 
recognised by Visit England with a ‘Best Told Story Accolade’ for its 
factory tour, which gives visitors a behind the scenes look at how this 
iconic British car is made.

Tours of MINI Plant Oxford run Monday to Friday and last just over 
two hours. There is a maximum of 15 people per group and the 
minimum age is 10 years old. They cost £19 with concessions at £16 
per person.

For full details and booking information please go to  
www.visit-mini.com

If you have yet to go on one of these tours, I am sure Justin Ridyard 
will be organising one, but, if not, you can contact the MINI Tour 
office and book yourself on one.

STOP PRESS

A look back into the future: the classic Mini Electric.

At the New York International Auto Show 2018, MINI presented a 
special car: an all-electric version of the classic Mini.

The classic Mini Electric presented in New York will remain 
unique. A late and carefully restored example of the classic 

The New 5 door MINI

Classic Mini Electric

Mini Cooper serves as the basis for this special vehicle. The 
exterior red paint is complemented by a contrast white roof and 
characteristic bonnet strip, with the yellow MINI Electric logo 
in the brand emblem and on the wheel hubs. The electric classic 
remains true to the brand, both in terms of its visual appearance 
and driving characteristics. The spontaneous power of its electric 
motor provides a new dimension to the unmistakable go-kart 
feeling that helped propel the British small car in its original form 
to worldwide popularity.

David Young

Classic Mini Electric

th 

th 

th 
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

  Bristol, Glos and  
  Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday 8th March

Beefeater pub in Emersons Green, just off the M32, near 
J18/19 M4. Postcode: BS16 7AN  

David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire
(West)

TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall 3rd Thursday of each 
month at 7.30pm

The Wrey Arms, Bickington Road, Sticklepath, Barnstaple
EX31 2BX 01271 859360 www.thewreyarms.co.uk

Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

  Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

TBA

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

George and Falcon at Warnford Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

  Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 12th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Peter Hodges 07866 300122
peter_hodges@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Robert Clayson 01252 726618
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

  Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

The Warwickshire Region meeting venue is being sold so 
to avoid a wasted journey please send email to warks@
cliffdporter.co.uk  to confirm location of monthly 
meeting.  Thank you. Cliff Porter, Regional Organiser.

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warwick@cliffdporter.co.uk

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

NEW
CONTACT

VENUE 

CHANGE

NEW
VENUE

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org



Bristol Gloucester and Somerset Region

March has passed quickly and the wheels of the Mini/classic car world are 
starting to turn.

I have spoken with a number of members this month.  A common theme in 
conversations is the problem of garage-based restorations taking much longer 
than anticipated.  I have heard similar stories where owners have paid £3k to 
£6k upfront then 9, 12 even 14 months later, the car still isn’t ready for paint. 
One of the biggest problems is that owners have nothing in writing detailing 
the scope of work, an expected timetable/deadline of work and importantly, 
an agreed action plan if things go wrong. My advice in each case, has been to 
set a written deadline with the garage, and if they miss it, to get a solicitor to 
write a letter. In my experience, this has prompted resolution in each case.

If you are thinking about using a garage to restore your vehicle, please 
make sure you get a recommendation first. Then write a letter detailing 
what you want them to do and when you want them to do it by, making 
sure you break down the restoration process into key timed milestones 
with a completion date. Lastly, make sure you add that if the project isn’t 
completed within two weeks of the completion date, you reserve the 
right to remove the car and pay no further monies. If the garage refuses 
these terms, use a different garage. Or, you can tell them this story, that a 
garage in Bristol recently completed a 1961 Mini Seven full restoration to 
a very high standard in just 5 weeks!

This month I visited the Brooklands Museum Mini Day, there were some 
1,100 Minis in attendance of all descriptions as you will see from the 
photos. The MCR had a stand that was well attended and was very busy.
I also attended the free to enter Weston-Super-Mare classic car show on 

the lawns next to the beach. Amazingly, the sun came out and the show 
was very well attended – perhaps one we may exhibit at next year.

Looking forward, BGS will have a stand at the MCR’s annual Mini Day 
at Beaulieu on the 10th June. I am looking for 10/12 cars to be displayed 
on the stand of any description.  If you haven’t been before, it is a scenic 
cross-country drive from our region through Salisbury / the New Forest. 
You would need to leave early on the Sunday or stay over Saturday night 
in/near Lyndhurst a very nice village near-by.  If you want to be on the 
stand then please let me know.

Also, we have a stand at the Sherborne Castle Classic & Supercar Car 
show on Sunday 15th July. I am also looking for 6 Minis to show and, as 
Paddy Hopkirk is attending, at least one Ex-Works or replica Mini.  I am 

sure Paddy will stop by for photos and a chat. For those who do not 
know, he drove and won the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally in a Mini Cooper S 
registered 33 EJB. So well worth attending this show!

That’s it from me.
 
David Dangerfield

Dorset Region

Firstly, may I apologise for my remarks in the March issue of 
CooperWorld regarding emerging from wintry months and looking 
forward to brighter prospects of spring. Then, the ‘Beast from the East’ 
descended upon us! I promise in future to not tempt fate by making 
weather predictions (is that ok Everett?).

By the time this article reaches you, we will hopefully have had our first road 
run of the year to Haynes Motor Museum, and early signs are that it will be 
well supported. A report of the day will be in next month’s magazine.

A Mini event on Saturday May 12th at the Amberley Museum and 
Heritage Centre has been brought to our attention by Frank and Stella. It 
sounds an interesting venue to visit, so a few of us are planning to attend 
the show as it is not too far to travel to near Arundel, West Sussex.

REGIONAL REPORTS
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MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

Brooklands Mini day

Who owns a Mini like this?

250bhp v 110bhp. Guess who won?



I have just booked our regional stand for Beaulieu on June 10th and I am 
sure our region will be well supported on the day as in previous years.

Nick Stansmore
07788 646800 
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Kent Region 

Hi from Kent! 

The show season is now underway and we are looking forward to 
seeing all our friends who attend the Region’s events last year (not all 
from Kent). I am glad to say the weather is warming up and we can get 
our cars ship shape and clean for the summer. 

Don’t forget to book your space for the Ham Sandwich Run on 19th 
August. It’s just £30 per car including run packs and admission to the on 
route attraction. Spaces are limited so get in ASAP.

The Kent region’s Events List for 2018 is below. Please contact us if you 
would like to attend any of these events. We do need to hear from you 
ASAP for Bearsted, Darling buds and for the Deal show as we need to 
pre-purchase tickets and spaces will be limited on the stand. 

Kent Events List 2018

Deal RNLI Classic Car Show, 26th May, Deal.
MCR National Mini Cooper Day, 10th June, Beaulieu. 
Darling Buds of May Classic Car Show, 1st July. Bethersden
Bearsted Green Classic, 29th July, Bearsted Nr Maidstone.
Brands Hatch Mini Festival 25th-26th August, Brands Hatch Circuit.
Ham Sandwich Run, 19th August, Ashford.
Oh So Retro, September, 30th September, Margate. 

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent 
ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. The May meeting will be the 
9th. See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at  
http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

A major advantage of having the 1st Monday in the Month for regular 
meetings is they are very easy to remember. A major disadvantage is 
sometimes the calendar conspires against you! And so it did this year, 
as we have had a low key January meeting and then a low key April 
meeting. That is not to say the meetings are boring – quite the opposite, 
for it is a good time to sit around and just chat about whatever comes to 
mind. Usually it centres around cars such as ‘How’s the project coming 
on?’, ‘When is the Summer Tour?’, ‘Did you know we have been invited 
to… well, this or that?’, ‘I’d like you to meet a new member …’

By now you will have gathered that I don’t have too much to write about 
this month in terms of past events, but before I dive off into future events, 
a reminder of something that happened some 26 years ago and triggered 
the whole idea of using old cars in competition. This was of course the 
Lombard RAC Golden 50 Rally, organised by the RACMSA (as it was then) 
to commemorate 50 years of the RAC Rally. Prior to the Golden 50, old 
competition cars usually found their way to a museum or worse were 

broken up for any salvageable part they could render. There simply was 
no other use for them once they became uncompetitive. Then suddenly 
here was a format where all cars of different ages could compete together. 
The result is classic motorsport as we know it today which, not only give 
a purpose for these old cars, but is supported by a plethora of preparation 
companies and parts suppliers. I wonder just how many there are? I have 
to thank our Regional Co-ordinator Richard Sign who, in a recent email 
exchange between us, mentioned he was also a CSMA member and 
triggered the memory that somewhere I had a picture of a Cooper S on 
the Golden 50 that was entered as ‘Team CSMA’. Does anyone know by 
whom car No.40 was driven? A picture of this car along with pictures of 
Paddy’s winning car AJB 44B are attached taken at Mallory Park. Apologies 
for the faded nature and lack of focusing skills for the action shots, but digital 
camera were still 15plus years in the future!
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Moving on now to our future events.

Monday 4th June. Our regular meeting, which will feature the 
popular Informal Concours. Previous winners of this illustrious event, 
which must be rivalling Amelia Island by now, have been a Bristol 
406, Lotus Elan Sprint, SAAB 96 2-stroke, an MGA roadster, a Mini 
Moke and an Aston Martin DB6. Who will lift the title of being ‘the 
car most people would like to take home with them’ this year? The 
fun starts at around 7.30 with judging from 8.00pm to 9.00pm. 

Monday 2nd July. Reserved as a backup date for the concours. Not 
only does the calendar screw things up sometimes but the weather also!

Monday 6th August. A traditional club night, but as it falls just two 
days after our Summer Tour then perhaps a time for all those stories 
about why people don’t read or believe the road book!

So that’s it for this month, but a reminder that the Mid Staffs Region 
meets at the George and Dragon on the 1st Monday in each month, and 
all Minis and MINIs are welcome.
 
Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Newcastle & Durham Region

Following on from last month’s report, the date of our ‘Whitby Wander’ 
touring assembly type event is confirmed as Sunday the 24th of June.  
The route will cover a total distance of around 70 miles, with a stop off 
at a pub around lunchtime and a further opportunity to grab a bite to 
eat once in Whitby. The start point will be the car park of Morrisons 
supermarket in Darlington where participants will be given a route 
book/card to follow expertly prepared by Dennis Perkins, the event 
organiser. For a bit of fun, there will also be some clues to pick up on en 
route to Whitby via the picturesque North York Moors.  For details on 
how to enter this low cost event, see the Northumberland Borders Rally 
Facebook page nearer the time or email me at nialltcook@hotmail.com

Just over a week later on the evening of Monday the 2nd of July we will 
be running a navigational scatter. Organised by Stuart Watson, this will 
replace our July club night that would have normally taken place then. 
Stuart takes up the story: “The start and finish of the event will be at 
The Dun Cow, Primrose Hill, Bournmoor, DH4 6DY. The event will 
take place entirely on OS Landranger Map 88 where participants will be 
required to solve clues at given grid references. There is no pre-defined 
route for the event as it is by nature a Navigational Scatter. The evening 
will end with a buffet at the start venue. Regulations and entry forms can 
be found on the Northumberland Borders Rally Facebook page. There 
will be a small entry fee to cover the buffet and administration costs. This 
is a light hearted event for drivers and navigators of all abilities so please 
do join us for a fun evening getting lost around County Durham.”
Finally, the results of our Annual Quiz, held at the March club night and 
consisting of 6 quick fire picture rounds on BTCC Champions, car badges, 
‘70s albums, bridges!, Bond films and car identification, were as follows: 

1st ‘Sheared Nuts’ 53 points (out of a possible 90)
2nd ‘JNC’ 46 points
3rd ‘Norfolk...’ 42 points

Congratulations to the winning team of Keith Proudfoot, Allan Rowe and 
Paul Gardner. Big thanks also to Stuart Watson for putting on the quiz. 

Cheers for now all.

Niall Cook

Thames Valley Region

First of all, an advert for an outing that the Thames Valley Region will 
be doing later in the year.

Thames Valley Tour Sunday 15th July 2018

Starting and finishing in Hook, Hampshire, the Thames Valley Tour 
will be a leisurely scenic drive to visit Nuffield Place, the one-time 
home of Lord Nuffield the founder of the Morris Car Company.

A ‘Rally Breakfast’ will be provided at the start, then our route will take 
in a number of interesting locations and scenic roads to reach Nuffield 
Place where some of the cars will be displayed in front of the house.

Entrants can take as long as they like to explore the very interesting home, 
which also has a cafe and shop, before following a different scenic route 
back to the finish in Hook where cooked meals will be available to order.

The entry fee of £35 will include: two rally breakfasts, two entry fees 
for Nuffield Place and fully detailed ‘Tulip’ road book including notes 
on places of interest en route.

For full details and an entry form please contact Clive Brooks - 
brooks.c2@sky.com

REGIONAL REPORTS

Whitby - the destination for the Region's run on 24th June

OS map all marked up for a scatter

Cognitive skills being well and truly tested at the quiz!



FOR SALE AND WANTED
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Monthly Meetings:

With the lighter evenings on the way, why not pop along to one of 
our forthcoming meetings.

Our meeting dates over the next few months are:

30th May
27th June
25th July
29st August

As a reminder, we meet on the last Wednesday of the month at The 
Crooked Billet, Hook (on the A30) from 8pm.

A quick note of thanks to all regional members who brought their cars 
along to the Brooklands Mini Day a full report appears elsewhere in this 
issue of the magazine. Also, it saw the first use of the new regional gazebo!

Ken Hunter and Robert Clayson

Worchester Region

The Worcester Region’s first show of the season at was at the Malvern 
Festival of Transport on Sunday the 8th April. As the weather can 
be a bit indifferent this time of year the show was mainly inside the 
halls. It was a good turnout of all sorts of classic cars. The Worcester 
Region won several awards at the show which was a nice surprise. The 
weather was dry for a change and a good day was had by all of us.

Mick Rowley

Cars for sale

1993 Mini Italian Job limited edition Mini in Electric blue. 
Probably the most original Italian Job Mini you will find for sale with all 
standard factory fitted features. The vehicle had a full restoration with genuine 
Heritage panels and genuine parts right down to the original Rover decals and 
has only covered 1,000 miles since restoration. It retains the original 1275 

carb engine and gearbox which has had a top end overhaul and new 
clutch installed when restored. Owned for last 15 years by lady owner, 
62,000 genuine miles and will come with 12 months MOT. Genuine 
enquires only £6,000 ono.
0121 681 5409 (Evenings and weekends only please) Birmingham.

Parts for sale

Carpet sets for sale

Complete 9 piece red Veltone carpet sets with sound proof backing.  
For Mini MKI, Cooper and Cooper S. Each set has a MKI heel mat 
attached and comes with floor clips plus separate black pads for 
underneath the seats. Also complete 9 piece black Veltone carpet sets 
with slightly thinner soundproofing. For MKII Cooper and Cooper S 
with MKII heel mat attached floor clips plus separate black pads for 
underneath the seats.
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Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious before 
purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose 
a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques 
should be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977.  
All traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) and/
or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in 
written form only please and addressed to the magazine editor. 
This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or advert 
amendments.

WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

I also have rubber toe mats that stop your foot wearing out the carpet near the 
accelerator, plus MKI and MKII rubber heel mats that are sold separately to the 9 
piece sets.

For any further information or to receive a sample please email: downtonbos@
yahoo.co.uk or tel: 01970 617010/07974608333  or BAS on 01633 873664.  I am 
willing to ship worldwide.

Job lot of spare parts  

Halda Alloy bodiedTwin Master 2 clips/cable, 2 gearboxes, some gears serial 
no. 28700. Two Hannarts stop watches with alloy base plate. Pair 3 and 4 
point Willians 3” harnesses in blue mint con. Graytronics intercom set. 4 
pea lights new. Weber 45, with 4” manifold & ram pipes. Throttle linkages 
new (Mini). Flasher switch Works type NOS. Two of 7” Leyland ST spotlamp 
covers. Lucas 576 rally roof swivel lamp with chrome caps when removing 
from car. Also fitting instructions included. 60s boot mounted 576 lamp with 
grill guard fitted genuine Lucas. 60s Lucas 576 hand held lamp original from 
Lucas factory 2 pin plus femail plug with 6” cable. 14” woodrim Motolita 
Steering wheel. Rally passenger knitted grab handle like used in 33 EJB. Butlers 
rally map light. 60s period cigar lighter. A series 9 stud 1275cc block/crank/
rods for rebuild. Megadyne 286 cam used but good condition. Navigator rally 
Barnacle interior mirror. All very good items £3,150 ono to clear. Tel: 07880 
661030. North Wales.

Rally spec rear subframe for earlier Minis. Genuine Rover dry bare rear 
subframe, modified for rallying but never used. Seam welded, plated top and 
bottom, gusseted, towing loops. Save yourself a lot of time and effort for a 
lot less than the cost of a new one £370.  1959 Mini front tie bar, refurbished, 
ready to fit £25. Veglia Borletti 0-8000rpm tacho, chrome rusty £25. Close 
ratio ‘A’ type 20 tooth helical first motion shaft, good, as used in early Coopers 
£45.  1275GT front servo bracket £20. 1800 Leyland steering rack repair 
kit £25.  Mini van/traveller rear door hinges £5 each. MG Metro 4 conrods 
and 3 std pistons, no rings, used £45. Elf or Hornet centre dash panel and 
toggle switch, varnish cracked £20. Serck 13 row oil cooler, looks good, £45. 
Lucas electric windscreen washer bottle as used by works, cap missing £20. 
‘Seven’ boot badge new old stock, J Fray £20. Austin Mini driver’s handbook 
AKD3887C from 1964 Good £12. Speedograph air filter 1.5 inch SU new in 
box £15. 997 Cooper smaller brake pads, Ferodo, in box, a bit rusty £10.  I 
could bring any of the above items to the Himley or Beaulieu show if required. 
Please call Neil on 07879 261376.    

Would anyone like to exchange 3 or 4 bottles of good red wine for 20 years of 
CooperWorld Magazines? They are pretty well complete since 1998! Obviously 
collection only, near Crewe, Cheshire. Dick Robinson:  
email robinson_r11@sky.com or phone 01270 589882 

Set of SU 1.5 inch Carburettors fully polished internally, modified jet bars with 
primary jets in each carburettor and no needles. Fully tuned and balanced 
carburettors with matching inlet manifold. Plus another inlet manifold also tuned 
and polished for ultra large valve Cooper cylinder head to suit 37.6mm inlet 
valves ST4. I bought these carbs in the 70s/80s to fit to my full race Rally S but 
never fitted them. Offered to members before advertising elsewhere at a higher 
price. £1,000. Email Tom on petom@btinternet.com for further photos.

Parts Wanted

Mk1 rear seat in Tartan Red/Gold Brocade. Condition (within reason) is not 
overly important as it is for my rally car and needs to be more cost effective 

than award winning! Need both parts but will take seat back or base 
separately. Text or telephone Geoff on 07931 560560.

A set of plastic hub caps for 12” wheels as fitted to the 1275GT and no 
doubt other cars. Also the chrome domed head nuts with the plastic 
washer to fit the same. Consider anything even if it’s not a full set but must 
be in decent order. Contact me on 01780 721526 or 07749187005(rubbish 
signal) voicemail on both phones so if I don’t pick up leave me a number. 
Or email: pauljclayton@outlook.com.
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
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See page 22
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR
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CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix
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