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Minispares - MIDLAND  
West Midlands 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury.  
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ 

Tel: 0121 544 0011   

Minispares - LONDON  
LONDON (M25/A1 Junction) MINISPARES HEAD OFFICE 

Cranbourne Industrial Estate,  Cranbourne Rd.  
 Potters Bar, Herts. EN6 3JN 

Tel: 01707 607700 
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minispares.com 

Parts available on line and by mail order - or visit one of our three shops

www.minispares.com 
Supporting the Mini owner since 1975

Mini Spares - The New Original

Demand Mini Spares Approved Parts

 The one-stop Mini parts shop for EVERYTHING your Mini needs (as our name suggests). 
 

Whatever some boxes may say, genuine original parts are diminishing quickly. 
Very few parts on the market today are actually genuine originals now. 

 BE SURE - DEMAND MINI SPARES QUALITY! 
 

As the largest supplier of Mini parts in the world we find genuine original parts and the best available 
modern versions of original parts.
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

July magazine – 1st June
August magazine – 1st July
September magazine – 1st August

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Nigel Oates  
OTS Management Consulting & Setting Solutions Ltd 
Greenfield Lock, Christleton, Chester. CH3 5PN 
07765 235204 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
31 Smallhythe Road, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 7LH 
0747 7717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
jonathanvoss1994@gmail.com

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Subscriptions Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
subscriptions@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
0045 9133 3068 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
David Hucker 
Orchard Cottage,12 Wimpstone,  
Stratford upon Avon, Warks, CV37 8NS 
07860 115481 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Jack Ward 
81 Tower Hill, Dover CT17 0AG 
07984 302894 
youth@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Position vacant 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Brian Culcheth
Ray Cunningham
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Andy Harrison 
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
Bill Richards
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Nick Swift
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Mike Wood
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 24.04.17.indd   1 27/04/2017   12:19
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against 
a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means 
accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may 
be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the 
public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices 
of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Nigel Oates
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer  
the membership - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
There have been a number of events 

now that have celebrated the 
Mini’s 60th anniversary and perhaps 
one of the most significant of these so 
far was the 77th Members’ Meeting 
at Goodwood at the beginning of 
April. This was one event I thought I 
should not miss as it was to have some 
Mini-only races. So, as is the way that 
Goodwood do things, they sought to 
have 60 Minis race against each other 
wheel to wheel in two heats and a final 
in recognition of the Mini’s amazing 

milestone anniversary. The applications received for the all-Mini races 
by Goodwood from prospective participants apparently actually 
topped 300 entries! 

Well, such a momentous event could not go unreported in 
CooperWorld and I am pleased to say that we actually have two 
articles on this amazing spectacle of an event, but with differing takes 
on it. The first article has been written by our honorary member Nick 
Swift who, as you might expect, was very much involved with the 
Mini racing. But I won’t say anymore about it except to urge you to 
read Nick’s article and get an insight as to what’s involved in getting 
cars and team members prepared for such a prestigious event. You 
can find Nick’s article under the Honorary Member’s section of the 
magazine on page 26. 

Then our chairman, Robert Young, appearing for the second time 
as guest contributor to the Appendix K Register, has also written a 

report on the Members’ Meeting, but, in contrast to Nick Swift’s 
article, Robert gives an account of some of the thrills and spills of 
the Mini racing itself over the weekend accompanied, as always, by 
some great photos of the on-track action. 

Whilst we are on the subject of Minis in competition, Peter Barker 
has sent in his next ‘interview with article’ and this month we get 
two interviewees for the price of one! The interviewees are the 
very competitive rally driver Will Sparrow and his trusty navigator 
Nigel Raeburn. These two gentlemen, if you didn’t know who they 
are, were one of the most competitive rally crews around in the 
1970s and they tell their fascinating shared story together. You can 
find Peter’s article on page 20. 

And to finish off this month, Richard Pengelly has sent me a 
follow-up article on his series of articles relating to the age of 
tyres and their safety. Richard brings us up to date as to what the 
government’s current approach is in terms of enacting legislation to 
limit the use of tyres past a certain defined age. 

Finally, I can’t believe that within about a week from when you 
receive this issue of CooperWorld through your letterbox, our 
National Mini Day at Beaulieu will be in full swing for another year. I 
hope to see as many of you as I can on the day!

Paul Sulma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2019

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Jacking Point Grommets Two Wheel Roof Racks to Works specification

Original Works unused Grill Mesh complete with new Radiator Muff and fittings

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm

Irvin full harness seat belt



CooperWorld. Your annual ‘subscription’ simply pays for your copy of 
CooperWorld which plops through your letter box each month. What 
pays to run the MCR is the sponsorship money we receive from Mini 
Sport, our income from Beaulieu, our income for the Club Shop and 
finally the advertising placed in CooperWorld itself. When you take out 
a subscription to CooperWorld, you do become a member of the Mini 
Cooper Register and then gain the club benefits afforded by those income 
streams. This change is to more closely reflect what you are paying for – a 
magazine subscription - so it was felt correct to say you are subscribers 
to CooperWorld, which, once purchased, you automatically become 
a member of the Mini Cooper Register. Other than to understand the 
reason for the changes in name, you need do nothing and worry not as it 
does not affect how you are treated as a valued club member.

I was recently contacted by Newton Commercial, the manufacturers 
of classic Mini upholstery, and they told me that they had improved 

the gold brocade trim that they produce for the Mk1 Cooper and 
Cooper S. This was much improved a number of years ago, where they 
addressed the issue of the gold not being correctly registered within the 
embossed trim. This had been rectified but the grey colour was still a 
little different from original material, which in fairness, has always faded 
and changed colour over the intervening fifty plus years. Their new gold 
brocade is now a much better match to the original brocade. The seat 
base sample that I have seen really does look superb and I’m sure it will 
look lovely in a freshly restored Mk1Cooper or Cooper S. 

They also tell me that they are addressing their brocade door cards, 
which again they changed a few years back, so that they were easier to 
fit and the gold register was correct. These, nice as they were, had the 
horizontal welded steams rather wide at just over 3mm wide – with 
the original door cards having a welded seams of just over 2mm, this 
extra 1mm, small as it was, was still half as big again as it should have 
been. They tell me they can use new tooling recently developed for the 
Australian spec Minis, which will allow them to weld seams at exactly the 
correct width. With that and the better colour, these too will I’m sure 
look great. Newton Commercial have taken a stand at Beaulieu and they 
will have their new brocade there for you to see, touch and smell (if that’s 
your bag!) and will be able to take orders for their new trim. It is always 
heartening to hear when manufacturers make the effort to try to get 
things right and react positively to comments their customers make.

Depending on when Postman Pat delivered your copy of 
CooperWorld, we are just over a week away from our National 

Day. Advanced tickets ‘may’ just still be available if you are exceedingly 
quick. Go urgently to www.minicooper.org and follow the link to the 
Beaulieu page. It should, as always, be a great show. The sun will shine 
and we will have another successful show. See you there.

Until next month..........

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

During the last few years we have tried 
to develop our computer systems to 

help us run the club in a modern way and 
help us make better contact with the club 
members. Unfortunately, we have had 
some problems with these developments, 
especially with the Forum and more 
recently with the hardware failure of 
the Server computer. To add to these 
problems, the Government has issued the 
new General Data Protection Regulations 
(GDPR), which we must comply with. 
Our Webmaster, Mike Bennett, has 

addressed these issues and worked hard to now provide a stable 
environment with full back-up and recovery with a new Server. 

We have also taken the opportunity to extract information from the 
Lavenhams' Membership Database, which we initially populated, to 
now create our own MCR database of our members contact details 
and their registered car details. Lavenhams of course continue to print 
CooperWorld and administer membership for us, but they are steering 
away from computer services. These databases now reside on the MCR 
Webpage, which now runs on the new Server. The members' contact 
details can now be accessed by the Regional Coordinators, and so enable 
them to make direct contact with all their current region’s members. 
Also, the Car Registrars can make contact and enquire about cars in their 
Register. These systems all conform to the GDPR legislation. 

Whilst on the subject of the MCR Webpage, I would like to remind all 
members that the new much changed webpage has details of future 
events, club shop and regalia, the members’ forum, your membership 
account and profile, CooperWorld online, MCR at Beaulieu, and Car 
Registration. Members must login to the webpage to get access to all 
the facilities. If you are having difficulty doing this, please get in contact 
with Mike Bennett, our Webmaster. It goes without saying that the 
Forum is still with us, despite it being rather underused, as many now 
prefer to converse via Facebook. We do of course have a Facebook 
page and an Instagram account that are worth having a look at. 

I’d like to thank Mike Bennett for all of his hard work with all of these 
difficult, and I’m sure time consuming changes, and also to Peter Barratt 
for his help with trialling and testing much of this along the way and in 
particular the Car Registration – it’s all way beyond my capabilities!

On the subject of change, the eagle eyed may have noticed that 
we now have Lesley Young as Subscription Secretary, rather than 

being called our Membership Secretary. Her email has also changed to 
subscriptions@minicooper.org.
To explain the reason behind this and other minor aligned changes 
from membership to subscriptions, I will take you back to the financial 
statements I have made on numerous occasions over the years about 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during April

NEW MEMBERS
Stephen & Allison Brown, Salisbury, Wiltshire
Ant Perkins, Manchester, Lancashire
Darren Westwood, Worcester, Worcestershire
David Lanfranchi, London 
Kevin & Beverley Key, Ingatestone, Essex
Paul Worthington, Wolstanton, Staffordshire
Darell Staniforth, Ripon, North Yorkshire
Sean & Karen Beale, Portsmouth, Hampshire
John Nichols, London
Emma Fox & Paul Pollard, Warfield, Berkshire
Jonathan Cantrell, Southampton, Hampshire

Simon Greenway, Worcester, Worcestershire
Shaun Spence, Ashford, Kent
Michael Bowyer, Kingsbridge, Devon
Kingsley Gratrick, London
Mark Powell, Haslemere, Surrey
Jonny Newton, Leiston, Suffolk
Emily Atkinson, Poole, Dorset
John Laverick, Shildon, Durham
Terence Duffield, Bridlington, East Yorkshire
Gwyneth Byerley, RYDE, Isle Of Wight



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 

Trade Supporter
2019
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The Ham Sandwich Run is August 18th. Book on it now if you have not 
done so already. Don’t forget the BELGIAN DIAMOND MINI RUN, 
21st to 22nd September. Contact Wesley Berloo bmot@telenet.be for 
further details. Looks like a fabulous event.

Looking forward to 2020 we will be putting on another run to the 
Champagne Region of France! More on this event slightly later this year. 
Catch up with me at Beaulieu or at Brands and we may know more by 
then. We are looking at a two night stay this time.

I am starting to organise the club’s presence at the NEC, if you can help 
over the weekend or would be interested in showing your car please 
contact me. 

That’s all for now! 

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

The events season is well under way, 
and looking forward to hopefully a dry 

sunny Beaulieu! 

After taking part in a couple of very good 
touring assemblies already this year, I 
really must urge the regions to take on 
and organise these sorts of events. A few 
regions do put on very good runs; Terry 
for the Thames Valley Region, Patricia and 
Ben in Scotland and we do a couple each 
year down in Kent. I am happy to offer 
advice on any aspect of the organisation 
of these events, so please feel free to 
call or drop me an email. We do have 

to remember to keep Motor Sport UK in the loop in the way of a 
certificate of exemption as the MCR is affiliated. This is a simple process 
I can talk through.

I will be at the Brands Hatch Mini Festival with many members of the 
Kent Region, and this year it’s Saturday 20th & Sunday 21th July. We 
will have a club stand on the Sunday; buy your tickets from http://
brandshatch.mini-festival.co.uk/. The discount on tickets is available on 
the dropdown under clubs booking. Please drop us a line if you would 
like to join us so we can keep an eye on numbers. All are welcome.

The clubs presence at the IMM in Bristol is being organised by David 
Dangerfield. Email David at dangerf55@yahoo.co.uk for further 
information or to advise you are going. Remember to book your tickets 
with the organisers online before contacting David.

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

Our current Mk1 Cooper Registrar, Barbara 
Alexander, has indicated her wish to step down 
from this role and so we are now looking for a 

suitable replace for her. 

This is a significant role which requires the 
position holder to have a reasonably good in 
depth knowledge of Mk1 Coopers in order 

to be able to write regular and authoritative 
articles on them for inclusion in CooperWorld. 

Additionally, the position holder may be asked by 
members for advice on their cars too. Another 

important aspect of this role is that the Registrar 
will be required to provide insurance valuations 

of members’ car when requested to do so.

If you think you might be able to fulfil this role 
then please contact the chairman Robert Young.

Vacancy
Mk1 Cooper Registrar 

This is an important role since the 
archivist will be responsible for the 

Club’s extensive and valuable archive 
resource which has been built up over 

the last 30 years.

The position also requires the archivist 
to write regular articles on the materials 

held within the archive for inclusion in 
CooperWorld.

If you think you might be able to fulfil this 
role then please contact the chairman 

Robert Young.

Vacancy
Archivist
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key 

Bold = National MCR event or  
Club stand.

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance.

June 2019

Event: The Vintage Nostalgia Festival 
Date: 31st May-2nd June  
Location: Stockton Park, Stockton, Wilts 
Contact: topham63@gmail.com

Event: Mini at Home 
Date: 6th June  
Location: Mini Oxford 
Contact: LUXEWERX on Facebook

Event: National Mini Day Mini 60 – Mini 
Cooper Register 
Event: 9th June 
Location: Beaulieu Hampshire  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 23rd June 
Location: Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. 
Displays, traders, club stands, autojumble. 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 15th-16th June  
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Really Retro Show 
Date: 23rd June  
Location: Seighford Airfield, Stafford. 
Contact: http://www.reallyretroshow.com/

July 2019

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 4th-7th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Brighton Mini Club – Minis on the Rec.
Date: 14th July 
Location: Brighton 
Contact: clubs@brightonminiclub.co.uk

Event: Thames Valley Tour 
Date: 28th July 
Location: Thames Valley Region 
Contact: Terry schraider@btinternet.com

Event: Mini Festival 
Date: 20-21st July 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 26th -28th July 
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - john.price@anamec.co.uk

August 2019

Event: National Metro & Mini Show 
Date: 4th August 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.
co.uk/events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: Classic Car and MG Summer Picnic - 
MGB Register 
Date: August 
Location: Millets Farm Centre 
Contact: www.mgb-register.org

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 2nd – 4th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: IMM Bristol 
Date: 8th – 12th August 
Location: Washingpool Farm, Main Rd, Easter 
Compton, Bristol BS35 5RE 
Contact: https://imm2019.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: 2nd August 
Location: Old Pawlett Road, Highbridge TA9 4HQ 
Contact: https://www.facebook.com/
events/1781012461919359/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 3rd-4th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car.  
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/
nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Mallory Park 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: 17th August 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: GRAHAM ROBINSON 
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region, contact Justin & Annie 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Diamond Mini Tour and Shelsley Walsh 
Mini Day 
Date: 25th August 
Location: Tour Start M42 J6 and Shelsley Walsh 
Hillclimb venue Worcestershire 
Contact: https://www.tuliprallytours.co.uk

Event: Minis at Goodwood - “An Italian Job in 
a day” 
Date: 25th August 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.minisatgoodwood.com/

September 2019

Event: Beaulieu International Autojumble 
Date: 7th-8th September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Goodwood Revival Meeting 
Date: 13th-15th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 14th-15th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: http://www.
manchesterclassiccarshow.com/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 15th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Minis to Ireland  
Date: 20th – 27th September  
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young - membership@
minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 21st September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: BELGIAN DIAMOND MINI RUN 
Date: 21st-22nd September 
Location: Gent, East Flanders 
Contact: Benelux Region, Wesley Berloo and 
Philippe De Lauw  
 - bmot@telenet.bewww.belgianminisontour.be 

Event: Mini Action Day 2018 
Date: 28th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 29th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2019 

Event: Off Peak Run 
Date: 19th – 20th October 
Location: Brecon Beacons National Park 
Contact:  Jack Ward youth@minicooper.org

November 2019 

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 8th -10th TBC November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

EVENTS
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Beaulieu volunteers
This year’s date for the show is the 9th June 
and, as usual, I am in need of volunteers to 

help with marshalling. There are two shifts, one 
from 8:00am to 10:30am and the later one from 

10:30am to 1:00pm. 

As you can see I only need 2 ½ hours maximum 
of your time. In return I can offer a free entry 
ticket, a meal voucher and the opportunity to 

see many of the cars that come to our show. The 
remainder of the day is your own.

Please either call me on 02380 560073 (eves 
only) or email me on beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Helpers are essential to the running of our national 
day and your help is very much appreciated. 

If you are interested in

helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073

alternatively email me on

beaulieu@minicooper.org

Trade Stands
We are now taking bookings for Trade 
Stands for this year’s National Mini Day at 
the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, New 
Forest, Hampshire and we are pleased to say 
that the cost of stands is being held at last 
year’s level.

We are restricted on space for stands, so they will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
Early booking is therefore essential to ensure 
your place and booking must be made in advance 
as it will not possible to turn up on the day. Each 
5m x 5m trade stand will be £45 plus the cost of 
an entrance ticket per person attending. Please 
go to our website www.minicooper.org, follow 
the Beaulieu tab, to see the latest update on the 
trade stands and availability. 

 
Please email Peter Barratt  
at: email beaulieutrade@minicooper.org 

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 
website www.minicooper.org and email 

it to Tony Salter at:  
beaulieu@minicooper.org

If you do not have access to a computer
call Tony Salter on 02380 560073 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket.

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble. We will have an area 
reserved for private autojumbling from a 
non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket. 

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter at: beaulieu@minicooper.org
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EVENTS

…The route passed through sun-dappled lanes with tiny 
chocolate box cottages and alongside fields…

“
”

The Airport Café is fast becoming the start venue of choice for many 
of Kent Region’s events and it’s easy to see why. Located close to 

Folkestone race course it’s an old school transport café that serves 
up old school breakfasts for old school money, just perfect for the 
appetites of our old school car owners.

It was here that the crews for this year’s event gathered in bright 
sunshine on Sunday 14th April to sign on, attach rally plates and 
listen to Justin’s pre-event briefing. As is also now the custom, the 
navigation was via a Tulip style road book but, for the first time (on 
this event at least), passage boards were to be used. For those of 
you unfamiliar with passage boards, they are a simple board with 
either numbers or letters which are posted along the route. As the 
crews pass them, they note down whatever is written on them in the 
answers sheet issued to all the crews and these are handed in at the 
end of the event, together with the answers to the conventional clues 
which are still used.

Now, as the countryside is being continuously cluttered with signage, 
Justin ensured that there could be no confusion as to which were his 
boards as each one had a picture of a fried egg on them, this being the 
international symbol for breakfast of course. I don’t know if everyone 
spotted all of them but, if they did, it was a great effort.

So it was that, at 11.00am, Malcolm and Josie Voss were waved off 
in their recently acquired MkII Cooper to start the event, although 
technically, they followed Annemarie Ridyard who was in essence the 
opening course car. Retaining the Ridyard family feel to the day, we had 
Justin himself closing the course with his Mk 2 S; Carol and Ken Ridyard 

By Malcolm Voss
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Graeme Carpenter’s Innocenti
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EVENTS

in their familiar black Cooper and, for the first time as an entrant in her 
own right and in her own Cooper, Meg Ridyard. 

The mix of classic Mini variants was complimented with the beautiful 
Clubman of Paul Bowles and the superb Innocenti of Graeme 
Carpenter. Second oldest car on the event was Paul and Thomas 
Winter’s Mk 1 Cooper S which was followed by the uniquely Porsche 
green painted Mini 30 of Greg Jones who was competing without the 
aid of a co-driver. 

The route immediately swung south towards the coast and headed for 
Dymchurch where it turned back inland, taking us onto the beautiful 
Romney Marsh. Here you enter a different world, with small twisting 
single track roads and a definite ‘Olde Worlde’ feel, mainly brought about 
by the lack of overdevelopment that the rest of the south east has seen. 
The route passed through sun-dappled lanes with tiny chocolate box 
cottages and alongside fields where the spring feeling was reinforced 
by the presence of lambs in great number. Onwards then to Hamstreet 
where we found the answer to clue number 6, which was ‘Anning’s Race 
and Restoration’. We hope that car number 4 (a Rover Mini owned by 
Robert Young) spotted this, especially as it was crewed by Philip and Tam 
Anning who were joining us for their first event. 

From Hamstreet the route quickly found its way back onto the marsh 
with its lovely, if sometimes uneven, roads. As we passed through 
Appledore, Justin had taken the brave decision to reuse a clue which 
had proved controversial in earlier years and which involved counting 
the number of swings in a playground. Great lengths were gone to in 
defining what constituted a swing and, as far as I know, no fights broke 
out at the end of the event.

The teams motored through Woodchurch then, passing its lovely old 
windmill, on to High Halden. Here most crews took advantage of a 
welcome coffee break at the Chequers on the Green Pub. The locals 
seemed a bit bemused by the sudden invasion of Minis, especially as, 
at High Halden, the clues required people to search the village green 
for the answers to clues. Soon after this, the Mk 1 Cooper S of Robert 
and Lesley Young blotted its virtually pristine copybook by jamming its 
starter motor solidly into the flywheel. No amount of persuasion or 
cajoling was able to free it off and, in the end, the starter had to been 
removed in order to release it. This entailed removing the auxiliary 
lights and the oil cooler as well as the grille. And so it proved to be 
something of a busman’s holiday for Phil Anning who was in the next 
car through and assisted the Youngs. From here the route circled 
back towards Appledore and its surrounding villages, from where it 
meandered towards the final stop which was at the beautiful and quirky 
16th century Woolpack Inn at Warehorn.

Here it was that refreshments were taken and the question sheets 
marked. There was only a minor protest over an upside down ‘egg’ 
number but that was soon resolved by referring to the instructions. So 
the winner of the event was announced as Stephen and Matt Chandler 
who were competing in Stephen’s Mini called Basil which was featured 
in the April edition of CooperWorld. 

Jonathan Voss & Megan Streets

John and Anne Mathews’ very early Mini Cooper

Sean and Petra Sullivan’s JCW

Tom Arthur and Jack ward in ‘KOP’

Paul Bowels in his 1275GT



In all, the event was some 60 miles long and those miles just flew by 
in the lovely spring sunshine. We were joined on this year’s run by a 
local Mazda enthusiasts club. They used our road book and provided 
their own prizes. I thought this worked very well for both clubs and 
it might be an idea worth exploring if your region is just getting going 
and you need to swell numbers for an event. I have not included their 
details here as they will be highly unlikely to read this report but I 
think it’s worth bearing in mind.

Malcolm Voss

EVENTS
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Greg Jones immaculate Mini 30

James Cameron & Matt Sim

Paul and Tom Winter’s Mk1 S

One of these cars must be going the right way!

Justin presenting Stephen and Matt Chandler with their spoils
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Authorised and regulated by the FCA

01455 639 000
classiclineinsurance.co.uk

Mini Insurance

classicline*
INSURANCE

Agreed Value Cover

MCR Member Discount

Free Salvage Rights

Young Driver Facility

UK & EU Breakdown Cover 

Motor Legal Expenses Cover

European Cover

Multi-Vehicle Policies 

I am again offering my services to organise our usual brilliant 
stand at Stanford Hall on 15th September.

Once again it will be on a first come first served basis for what 
will be a marvellous Midlands show weather permitting.

Ticket prices have not yet been set but there will be a 
reduction for exhibitors.

Please contact me initially so that I can log who is interested 
and the Mini/MINI variant to expect.

I will then post out a pro-forma to fill out and return to me 
with a stamped addressed envelope along with a cheque 
made out to the MiniCooper Register. The fee will be set by 
The British Mini Club after 1st February.

My address is: Mr J Filor, 199 Grange Drive, Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire, LE13 1EL.
Phone number: 01664566614.  
Email: jfilor@talktalk.net

Sunday September 15th 2019 Stanford Hall Mini Fest



Interview with Will Sparrow and Nigel Raeburn
By Peter Barker

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

One of the premier British rally crews of the early 1970s, Will 
Sparrow and Nigel Raeburn rallied Will’s self-prepared Minis and 

Coopers with great success, before moving on to Works Ford and 
Vauxhall power. Remembered for nearly breaking the Ford Escort’s 
stranglehold on rallying in 1971 with their Mini Clubman WNX 700H, 
Will and Nigel were sponsored in their Mini days by Cars & Car 
Conversions magazine, a forerunner of MiniWorld magazine for whom I 
interviewed them in 2008.

Will Sparrow (WS). ‘My uncle Phillip Desoutter got me interested 
in Minis. He raced an early 850cc Mini with twin carburetors. I 
was impressed and so formed a motor club at my school. I was 
always interested in mechanical things – my mother claimed that 
I dismantled my cot in order to escape from it! As soon as I could 
drive I borrowed my mother’s Mini and entered my first rally in 
it. Run by the Midland Motoring Enthusiasts Club this rally, held in 
early 1964, proved to me that I needed a better navigator – one 
who could make decisions. I hit a bank at a T junction because my 
navigator didn’t know whether to go left or right. Avoiding rallies 
for a while I competed in sprints and hillclimbs in my Mum’s Mini 

until my grandfather took pity on me and bought me a Mini of my 
own. It was registered 397 EOE and my first action was to take the 
Mini completely apart and lighten it. I scraped all the underseal from 
the bottom of the shell - I was that keen to save weight. Then I set 
about rebuilding the engine in the shed and on the kitchen floor as 
you did back then. During the rest of 1964 I entered all the events I 
could to gain experience.

In 1965 I joined ‘Team 848’ a band of people who raced and rallied 
850 Minis. Richard Hudson-Evans, Chris Coburn, Rodney Spokes 
and Julien Vereker were also members. We used to meet at The 
Grapes pub in Oxford which we reckoned was halfway between 
where we all lived. The race from Stratford-on-Avon to The Grapes 
in an 850 Mini was something to experience. We used to think that 
less than an hour for the journey was good going. During that year 
I entered club rallies to get experience but I was still learning the 
skills necessary to drive well. In 1966 I entered an 850 Mini which I 
built from bits in the Players No6 Autocross series. This taught me 
to drive on the loose which was useful later on. I also built an engine 
and serviced for Richard Hudson-Evans who had entered his Mini 
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1970RAC Rally with car number 43
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for the RAC Rally that year. Sitting beside him was a young man called Nigel Raeburn who 
seemed to know what he was doing.’

Nigel Raeburn (NR). I’d had Minis, an 850 and then a 997 Cooper when I was a student and 
I’d entered rallies, autotests and autocross as a driver in them. Eventually the Cooper, which 
was Downton tuned, blew up so I concentrated on navigating. I rallied with a friend of mine 
from university, Chris Baker-Duly, in the mid 1960s and entered a few of the Motoring News 
Championship rallies as a navigator. I knew of Will and was aware of his talents. I thought that 
here was a driver with whom I could really get somewhere. Eventually we teamed up to try an 
event together.

WS: The 1968 Dursley Rally was our first rally. This event contained several long forest 
stages and a long night rally as well, so it was quite hard. I had an 1100cc engine in EOE that 
eventually ran its bearings. We still finished in the top 20 somehow!

Straight after that event we formed a 
partnership and for 1969 we entered many 
rallies, including rounds of the Motoring 
News Rally Championship. We achieved 
three wins and five second places and came 
third overall in the Championship. Right at 
the end of the year I replaced 397 EOE, 
which had been rallied from new, with 
a brand new 1275 Cooper S registered 
VNX 700H. Initially, my road car VNX 
was a Hydrolastic car and I found that on 
forest stages the fluid suspension gave 
such good grip that I didn’t need a limited 
slip differential. This made the car easier 
to drive and when Nigel and I entered 
the RAC Rally that year we had a lovely 
peaceful time, the car was so civilized 
compared to EOE.

I think that I was the first person to use a 
limited slip differential for rallying a Mini. 
Long before the Salisbury LSD had been 
introduced through BMC. I was using a 
modified diff from a Lotus Cortina in my rally 
Mini. It made the car very stiff to drive but 
the limited slip diff was so much stronger 
than the standard diff which tended to break 
and it gave better grip on loose surfaces. I 
needed to develop some muscles in order 
to drive it though, as it was very harsh until I 
learned to tune it.

NR: I remember that we were second 
overall on the Bolton Rally. Although run by 
the Bolton Motor Club, the rally was held 
entirely in Wales and consisted of a 200 mile 
pre-plotted race through the lanes with a 
petrol halt which was like a pit-stop in the 
middle. I don’t think I got out of my seat 
once all night. Eventually 9 crews finished 
from the 98 that had started, it was so tough 
and so fast.

WS: For 1970 I built my most famous Mini 
WNX 700H. This was a purpose-built, no 
holds barred rallying Mini Cooper S. Using 
an eight-port head with twin 40DCOE 
carburetors the engine gave 128bhp at 
the wheels. Jim Whitehouse of Arden 
Engineering taught me a lot about engine 
building and his advice went into that 
engine. We drove the car to rallies and 
competed in rallies on the road and on the 
stage. We did the ‘home’ internationals, 
RAC Rally, Welsh Rally, Scottish Rally 
and the Circuit of Ireland as well as the 
Motoring News Championship events. We 
had a fantastic RAC Rally finishing 11th 
overall and second in class as well as the 
best English crew that year. Eventually we 
rolled the car on the Tour of Mull when it 
took off over a jump. Luckily, the engine 
was undamaged so I rebuilt the car into 
a Mini Clubman bodyshell to give us a bit 
more room under the bonnet.

NR: Will finished fourth driver in the MN 
Championship and I was the second best 
navigator. We were sure that we could win 
the Championship so we decided to give it 
our all in 1971.

WS: We stuck with the Mini even though 
everyone else was now rallying Ford 
Escorts. It was great to be the underdog 
and it helped to wind up Stuart Turner 
(then Competitions Manager at Ford UK) 

Will & Nigel on the Welsh Rally

On the 1971 Mull Rally
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no end when we beat his Works Escorts. 
Cars & Car Conversions magazine signed 
up as our sponsors for the year and they 
paid for WNX to be repainted in their 
colours. They also agreed to give us 50 
pounds for each win we achieved although 
the Editor backed off from this when we 
started to win too frequently.

NR: The season started of really well for 
us, with five outright wins in the first nine 
months of the year. We missed a round 
when we went off to Lebanon to rally in an 
Audi 100 but we were back for the autumn 
rallies. We had a chance of winning the MN 
Championship from George Hill and Keith 
Wood in a Ford Escort TC going into the last 
round the Targa Rusticana.

WS: We were running just in front of George 
and Keith on the road and right at the end of 
the rally WNX got stuck up a muddy track. 
The car just grounded out with the wheels 
spinning. George got by in the Escort and 
we thought that our rally was over. We got 
out eventually but had a huge time penalty, 
however George’s twin cam engine blew up 
just down the road and so he didn’t classify 
as a finisher. When the results were delivered 
we were in third place, one place too far 
down to win the Championship and so we 
finished second.

NR: We were good friends with George and 
Keith so there was no bitterness, but it was 
a close result – just one point separated us at 
the end of the year’s rallying.

WS: For 1972 we were finally persuaded 
into an Escort by Stuart Turner who gave 
us a car in which to do the Escort Mexico 
Championship. We used WNX for the home 
internationals running on 12” wheels which 
I hated. On the Scottish Rally that year we 
broke the differential and I thought ‘well 
that’s it’. That was the last time we rallied 
in a Mini.

WNX 700H was sold to a man in the West 
Midlands who promptly went broke and 
ran off with the car without paying. There 
was a rumour that it ended up in Ireland 
but I don’t really know. I have prepared 
competition Minis for customers and 
restored some well known Cooper Ss but 
these days I concentrate on other cars, 
particularly Reliant Scimitars.

NR: ‘We did the Targa Rusticana once more 
when it was revived as a historic rally in 1991. 
In a standard Reliant Scimitar we finished 
third, the same result as in 1971 exactly 20 
years later! What a strange coincidence!’

Since this interview was recorded Nigel 
Raeburn passed away. His enthusiasm for 
rallying and willingness to help others made 
him a wonderful ambassador for the sport 
and many up and coming rally drivers or 
navigators (including myself) benefitted 
greatly from his advice and patience.

© Peter Barker 2019

Will crossing a very deep ford on a night stage

Will leaning on his old faithful rally Mini after its rediscovery in an ‘as found’ condition



Mini Cooper Register | 23

A family run business with over 40 years experience.

Whether you are looking to buy a Mini, sell a Mini or have 
your existing one serviced, repaired or restored. Cambridge 
Miniworks has it covered!

ABOUT CAMBRIDGE MINIWORKS

Cambridge Miniworks is passionate about keeping the icon alive. The 
Mini is a big part of our heritage, and we live and breathe this classic 
little car every day. We love seeing cars and their owners, coming from 
all walks of life. It’s been our driving force, and what’s enabled us to 
work with this classic car for more than 40 years.

WHAT WE DO?

Keeping Minis on the road. Building long-term relationships, across the 
UK and around the world. Giving honest, impartial advice and opinion, 
from over 40 years experience.

At Cambridge Miniworks, we strive to build long-term relationships 
with classic Mini owners across the UK, and around the world, and 
our business is build on recommendations from happy customers. 
Our showroom and workshop in Cambridge is equipped as the UK’s 
premier location for every aspect of keeping your Mini on the road, 
and we give honest, impartial advice and opinion. Get in touch with us 
today and see how we can help you.

Below is a small selection of our cars, please visit www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk to see more.

01223 841141

CAMBRIDGE
MINIWORKS

11 High Green, Great Shelford, Cambridgeshire, CB22 5EG   T: +44(0) 1223 841141   E: blake@mworks.co.uk   W: www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk

Mini Cooper Register - Warwickshire Region

Mini 60 display at the National Metro & Mini Show British Motor Museum 4th August 2019

The region is very pleased announce that they will be celebrating 60 years of the Mini/MINI at the National Metro & Mini Show at the British 
Motor Museum in Gaydon on Sunday 4th August 2019 with the following models. Please come and join us.

We are still looking for Mk1 & Mk2 Cooper to complete a 20 car display.

Club parking close to display. If you order tickets on line and quote Mini Cooper Register on the booking form you will be allocated a space 
close to the display.

www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Further details from Cliff Porter at warks@minicooper.org            Regional organiser: Cliff Porter            @MiniCooperRegister on Facebook

Mk1 Cooper S
1071 cc Rally car
Mini Marcos from France
Mk2 Cooper S
1960s Traveller
Mk3 Cooper S

Innocenti
RSP
Early John Cooper Conversion
Rover mainstream
Rover Cooper spi
Rover Cooper mpi

2004 Lombard Revival Rally car – 1997 mpi
Minisprint
Clubman Honda V-tec
Mini Moke
Restored bespoke Clubman Traveller
Modern MINI
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Primrose Hospice 16th April 2019
By Don Farr

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

An update from Bournemouth organiser, Josh Bromage, regarding 
the funds from the 2019 raffle, the proceeds of which this year 

were to be donated to the Primrose Hospice Bromsgrove, and a 
deserving cause where Ray Carver is a volunteer. To recap a little 
– the raffle at Bournemouth is an enormous scam! You generously 
bring a gift as a contribution to the raffle, and then you spend a 
fortune buying tickets to hopefully not win your gift back! A bit of 
fun but, above all, allowing the Club to donate the funds raised to a 
local or national charity.

Well, an April date was fixed with the Hospice and the members of 
the ‘Raffle Table’ at Bournemouth, for a little presentation of the funds. 
Very sadly, Ray and Sheila were unable, at the very last minute, to 
attend due to illness of a family member.

A rainy, chilly and windy afternoon saw the Bromage’s and the Farr’s 
attend the Hospice along with the famous Brown Clubby, a Mk 2 S and 
a MINI Convertible (as well as Josh’s 19 plate Jaguar XF hidden in the 
car park!). A few pics were taken of Josh presenting the money and 
Anna receiving it on behalf of the Hospice.

Then we had the tour of the buildings and an explanation of what the 
Hospice does. I simply thought that it was an establishment where 
terminally ill patients could spend their last hours in dignity being cared 
for in comfortable surroundings.

How wrong I was proved to be – Primrose indeed cares for terminally 
ill patients from diagnosis to the inevitable, though the keyword is 
‘well being’ – both of the patient as well as their family and friends. 

Minis and a MINI parked up at the Hospice

Presentation of the cheque for £320 the amount raised at the Bournemouth raffle
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MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

Primrose is a day centre where up to 15 
patients and family attend one day a week to 
spend time with counsellors, nurses, clinicians 
etc and in quiet surroundings chatting about 
the patients’ concerns, as well as the issues 
affecting the family, whether it be legal 
issues, accommodation matters, employment 
problems, financial implications or just the day 
to day course of the illness. An expert is there 
to listen, advise, help and reassure. Every 
patient is an individual, not a number! I was 
humbled by the care offered which does not 
just stop with the death of the patient.

I know that your money will benefit deserving 
people cared for at this establishment. If you 
have a favourite deserving cause that would 
benefit from the proceeds of the Bournemouth 
raffle then please contact Josh. In fact that chat 
could end up of benefit to the Hospice as DHL 
(for whom Josh works) have a scheme to assist 
local concerns which might well turn into a 
significant benefit for the Hospice.

Thank you.

Donald Farr

Josh asking Anna if she fancies Bournemouth next year!



the Goodwood 77MM, but for the multiple ‘all Mini’ races that were 
planned for the Mini60th anniversary season of racing ahead! 

All seemed to be going very well and massive progress was being made 
on all fronts. It’s amazing to think that we had virtually a new team at 
Swiftune that all brought a wealth of skills and knowledge between 

HONORARY MEMBERS’ COLUMN
By Nick Swift
77th Members’ Meeting ..... A Swiftune adventure!

Preparations for 77MM - November 2018 through to Feb 2019 – 
“It’s all under control!”

We were in the fortunate and privileged position to have been 
‘tipped the wink’ of the plans to have an all Mini race at 

Goodwood’s 77th Members’ Meeting long before the ‘Betty Richmond’ 
race was ever common knowledge. Not only did this give us the time 
to plan and prepare the eventual 12 customer cars we were due to 
look after at the meeting, including the beautiful new build for BMW 
Classic we were still undertaking, but also to complete two other major 
car rebuild/upgrades for our USA and Italian customers in amongst the 
normal routine race car repairs, overhauls and set-ups to get ready for 
testing in March. 

This was keeping the car prep side of the workshop extremely busy 
indeed, but over on the other side of the shop the engine team were 
embarking on an extensive development program for the FIA Historic 
engine 2019 upgrades, led by our longest standing team member 
Mark Pilcher (joining us in 1999). No stone was being left unturned by 
exploring many different avenues of machining processes, component 
trials, air-flow tweaks and ultimately days and days....no weeks of dyno 
testing to compare findings. I can’t tell you how many trips I made to 
our local fuel station! Not only was the focus on being competitive for 

…I can’t remember whose idea it was, but someone suggested 
the grid be increased to 60 cars with heats and a final…

“
”
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Amazing team Swiftune

Ben Swift running front 
runner Tom Blomqvist



them. A new young team that all jelled so well - talk about a fresh wind 
blowing through the place! 

In the last days of January I had been asked by Goodwood to help out 
the guys who publish the event programme with a story on driving a 
Mini around the motor circuit (always a pleasure and any excuse to 
drive around the circuit!). After a good day and what turned out to be a 
great feature, Will Kinsman (head of Motorsport content at Goodwood) 
and I were chatting about the upcoming Betty Richmond Trophy and 
what a shame that so many Minis had to be turned away from the max 
30 car grid. Now, I can’t remember whose idea it was, but someone 
suggested the grid be increased to 60 cars with heats and a final. “It’s 
not too late to arrange it.” Will said. “It might not be too late for you 
mate” was my reply!

60 historic race Minis ......what could possibly go wrong!

Back in the workshop, there I was, thinking it was all under control and 
that I could even have time to spare. Well, it was then confirmed that the 
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Team celebrations

Hardworking boys completing engine change on Sunday

Engines in the workshop

Iconic start
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Most of you MCR members will probably have seen the results by 
now so I don’t need to go into too much detail of the fact that we 
managed to win the Betty Richmond Trophy. I can tell you that there 
is actually no trophy and only a bottle of Goodwood Sussex ale along 
with a key ring for the winner. But this is Goodwood and the bottle 
top and keyring are solid silver! It was an epic battle with my mate 
Nick Padmore and all decided on the last corner of the last lap....
awesome fun!

This report was not for me to crow on how fast I am with my trusted 
steed Willow2, but to show how great my little Swiftune Team is and 
how so very proud I am of all the guys. They’ve all done an incredible 
job. The cars were all amazing on track (Willow2 had even lost its 
tendency to wildly over steer!), the team all looked the part and I can 
honestly say the engines have never felt so good and no rival came even 
close.......even if I am a little biased! 

Viva La Swiftune!

Nick Swift

Photos by Gabriel Robson (@gabriel_.robson)

Mini grid would be doubled and now I had to tell the lads. It’s not too bad 
in the car prep side with only two more cars to run at the meeting, but 
that pushed us up to 14 customers’ car. In the engine room I could see the 
panic in Marks eyes as we worked out a total of 32 engines in the B.R. race 
would be ours plus a spare motor or two! Now I’m definitely not going to 
tell you what my overtime bill was, but the boys worked miracles to get 
everyone out ready for testing and I can honestly say no silly mistakes were 
made and quality was still the top priority. Well done team!

Now testing was underway and even with two cars heavily damaged in 
unfortunate accidents during testing and one freak oil pump drive failure 
all the customer cars were race ready! The only car we hadn’t taken much 
notice of was our own! (Cobblers and their own shoes and all that!) Poor 
old Willow2 was still languishing on our mezzanine floor waiting to be 
prepped. I had last raced her in Dijon in October 2018 and she had been 
flying then so I wasn’t too worried. But with a couple of weeks to go the 
engine upgrades were applied and Dyno tested to prove the increases. A 
good going through the running gear was carried out to make sure all was 
in order along with a very meticulous set-up and we were ready for what 
can only be billed as the biggest race for historic Minis ever! 

Now this wasn’t going to be just another race meeting for Team 
Swiftune with all these cars and engines we needed to draught in 
reinforcements, and this is where a large circle of friends and associates 
in motorsport pays off. A cracking weekend team was assembled 
and, incredibly again, 16 guys from different worlds of F1, Le Mans to 
students along with the Swiftune regulars just jelled and all worked 
together beautifully! 

This then brings the other element of looking after and organising the 
whole team, logistics, accommodation, feedings, etc. This is where having 
a fantastic family behind you is the greatest thing in the world! Georgie 
(daughter number 2) pulled all the planning together and orchestrated 
the whole operation. Hannah (daughter number 1) kept her head, while 
everything else focused on Goodwood and kept the company running! 
Ben (only son) who has an insatiable appetite for taking ‘Swift Historic 
Racing’ forward into the future, pulled together the logistics. Last, but not 
least, my long suffering wife Ali, who pulled off the impossible and feed 
up to 30 people in the middle of a field 3 times a day, let along keep me 
calm and visually sane to the outside world! 

Team Swiftune

 Busy paddock of Minis
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classic car
insurance

visit: www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk
email: info@classiccarinsurance.co.uk

01376 574000
call now for an instant quote

Policy benefits may include:
• Free agreed valuations
• Roadside assistance and recovery within 

UK/EU
• Limited mileage options
• Discounts for multiple car ownership
• Club member discounts

 PBIS specialises in classic car insurance, 
as well as insurance for other collectable 
classic vehicles. As a company built on 
passion, we strive to deliver exemplary 

levels of service and customer satisfaction.

We have been arranging insurance for
your classics for over 30 years, so we

know what is important to you.

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270

ask us today about our 
classic car cover
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JULY 28TH 
THAMES 
VALLEY TOUR 
 
 
 
PLEASE CONTACT TO EXPRESS AN 
INTEREST. 
Terry Schraider- schraider@btinternet.com 
Clive Brooks – brooks.c2@sky.com 

Start and 
finish in 

Hook 

Breakfast 
and coffee 

Mystery 
lunch stop 

bring a 
picnic 

Rally plate 

Road Book 

85 miles 

Old and New 

MINI minis 

WELCOME

 

SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to 
renew your membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with 
your renewal notification, if you have not 

already signed up to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about 

renewing in the future as this will be 
done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but 
you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS
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The British Motor Museum’s popular annual event at Gaydon is a 
little later than usual this year, but the wait will be worth it as the 
Museum will be buzzing with Mini 60 celebrations. Coming the 
weekend before the IMM in Bristol, it should prove popular for Mini 
enthusiasts with the Museum easily accessed from the M40.

The Museum is home to an array of historic Minis dating back to 
621 AOK, the very first produced in 1959. Also on display will 
be the iconic X411 JOP, the last ever to come off the Longbridge 
production line in 2000.

Regular visitors will be familiar with the permanent display of the Monte 
Carlo Rally winning cars of 1964, 1965 and 1967, all of which are bound 
to attract a lot of attention on the day. There are also a number of 
interesting Minis on display in the Mezzanine Exhibition Gallery.

But, with the Mini’s birthday celebrations very much in mind, there 
is another event taking place on the day before, on Saturday 3rd 
August, as the Museum hosts a Classic Mini Mosaic World Record 
Attempt which is open to Minis produced between 1959 and 2000. 
This event, organised by Brian Sankey, will bring some 600 Minis 
together to create the phrase 'Mini 60' with the cars. This will be 

recorded from the air and the ground to provide the evidence that 
will be submitted to set a new Guinness World Record.

The eligible cars for this record attempt are:
• Classic Minis (produced between 1959 and 2000)
• Mini Clubmans
• Mini Clubman Estates

More details of both events are on the Museum’s website  
(https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events). 

Entry into the World Record attempt is just £7 per vehicle which 
also includes entry to the Museum and the National Metro & Mini 
Show for the driver and one passenger on both days. You can also 
camp at the Museum overnight on Saturday 3rd August for £10 per 
person. All tickets can be booked via the Museum’s website.

This year the Mini Cooper Register will have a display stand at 
the show with the Warwickshire region flying their flag. So, when 
booking for the show, please register your vehicle and don’t forget 
to add that you are a member of Mini Cooper Register so that the 
organisers can park everyone up together.

Metro & Mini Show  
British Motor Museum Gaydon 
Sunday 4th August 2019

WANTED
Mini Sport would like to put together a dedicated
display of  ‘Works Minis’ & former BMC Competitions
Department personnel on our stand, your help would
be greatly appreciated.

If you are the owner of a Works Mini, we would like
to invite you to display your Mini on our stand at
IMM 2019 & to join in the Mini 60 celebrations withIMM 2019 & to join in the Mini 60 celebrations with
Mini Sport, on the site of the IMM 2019 in Bristol.

The IMM attracts thousands of Mini fanatics from
around the World, with many possibly never having
seen a ‘Works Mini'.

The Mini 60 event is taking place at IMM 2019 on

Sunday 11th August
Washingpool Farm, Bristol

For more information, or to register
your interest, please contact:

cara@minisport.com

Limited spaces book now 
M42 J6 start point

Drive past the Longbridge factory
70 mile scenic tour

Easy to follow road book
Drive the iconic hillclimb

Join celebraJoin celebrations at Shelsley Walsh
Rally cars, Trade stands, Live 60’s music

Ti cke t s  &  More  In fo
www.Tu l i pRa l l yTours . co .uk

SUNDAY 25TH AUGUST
& She l s ley  Wa lsh  Min i  Day

D IAMOND
60th

ANNIVERSARY

MIN I  TOUR





TECHNICAL TOPICS −
Tyre Age - DFT latest News April 2019 A few years ago, in 2015, I wrote four articles on tyre ageing and the 

problems of running classic cars on old tyres that were relatively 
unworn. To find out more information for these articles, I wrote to 
the Department for Transport, my MP and tyre manufacturers. The 
only legislation currently enforced in the UK relating to tyre age is a 
recommendation that Public Service Vehicles (PSV) have tyres less than 
10 years old on the front driving wheels. 

Last year I wrote a short note to CooperWorld, which was published 
in the 'Letters to the Editor’ column to say that the Transport Research 
Laboratory (TRL) at Crowthorne had been asked by the DFT to look 
into the safety of old tyres with specific emphasis on Public Service 
Vehicles (PSVs) and heavy goods vehicles. 

This research project was instigated by Frances Molloy, who lost a son 
in the 2012 Hindhead coach crash. Three persons died when a 19-year-
old front tyre failed, and the coach crashed into a tree on exiting the 
Hindhead tunnel. This crash highlighted the lack of legislation surrounding 
the use of old tyres in that, although they looked fit for purpose and 
had sufficient tread to pass the current MoT, they were in fact just not 
safe. Frances Molloy successfully lobbied her MP and set up a website to 
promote her campaign, www.tyred.org.uk. With the help of the Surrey 
Coroner, I lobbied the then current Minister of Transport on this subject 
without success; where I failed, Frances has been successful. 

I spoke with the TRL project manager who was conducting this research 
into old tyres and sent him my research to-date on the subject. The 
project was completed early this year, but TRL told me they were not 
publishing their findings until they were formally released by the DFT. 

However, not to be put off by TRL, I wrote to the DFT via my MP and 
their response is shown below at the end of this article. It looks like the 
Government will legislate against the use of tyres over 10 years old on PSVs 
and heavy goods vehicles sometime soon. As mentioned in her letter, Jesse 
Norman MP states this is pioneering work. A number of countries have been 
looking at this sort of legislation, but none so far have taken any action and it 
looks like the UK will lead the world with this sort of tyre-age legislation.

To summarise the issue, there is a problem with classic cars, hobby 
motorbikes, caravans, trailers and mobile cranes. Tyres on these types 
of vehicle often do not wear out through regular use and maintain a 
good depth of tread for years. However, tyres continue to harden and 
deteriorate, i.e. vulcanise, especially if exposed to sunlight. Currently, if 
there are no sidewall cracks and the depth of tread is sufficient, tyres will 
pass an MoT no matter how old.

However, the hidden danger that lurks unseen is the deterioration in the 
tyre construction, reduction in tyre grip and increased braking times. 
Tyres when they fail through age just collapse without warning and, for a 
tyre on the steering wheels, this can be serious.

After writing to tyre manufacturers, I found that as a rough rule of thumb 
tyres are alright for five years from the date of manufacture. Beyond that 
they deteriorate at a rate dependent on use and environment. Certainly 
there is a noticeable lack of grip the older the tyre gets. Classic Car Weekly 
tested a Lotus Elite 501 and an MGB GT and found braking distances 
improved by between 30% and 40% when new tyres were fitted. 

To summarise, a cut-off date of 10 years seems to be a sensible life for a tyre, 
although the Caravan Club recommends a life of no more than 5 years.

My view is that initial Government legislation will not include passenger cars 
at first, but this will follow. Probably the insurance companies will lead the 
charge by refusing to pay up for accidents where vehicles have tyres over 
the 10-year limit. It is all about being safe, as we have to remember the tyre 
is the only contact point between the road and vehicle.

If any member would like a copy of my 2015-6 tyre articles, please mail 
me at r.pengelly44@btinternet.com

Richard Pengelly © May 2019

By Richard Pengelly 
Tyres Part 5 
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S P E C I A L I S T  C A R  I N S U R A N C E  W I T H  Y O U  I N  M I N D
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Policy benefits, features and discounts offered may vary between insurance schemes or cover selected and are subject to underwriting criteria. 
Lancaster Insurance Services is a trading name of Insurance Factory Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

/lancasterins @lancaster_ins

www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk / 01480 400 927

Agreed Value Available
Multi-Vehicle Policies Available

UK Based Call Centre
Choice of Repairer
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UP TO 25% DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS
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REGISTERS

Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Firstly, I need to apologise to our 
newest honorary member Brian 
Culcheth, when I introduced him here 
last month and was going through 
his motoring career. I inadvertently 
demoted his fine second place on the 
1970 World Cup Rally to fourth, which 
was in fact Paddy Hopkirk’s finishing 
place – it was a slip of my eye quickly 
scanning across the BL results, so my 
apologies for that. Hopefully, many 
of you will have the opportunity to 
meet and chat to Brian at Beaulieu in a 
week's time.

GRX 310D new owner

No doubt those of you who follow social media will have seen 
that GRX 310D has a new owner. The new owner is club member 
Simon Joslin who has added the car to the lovely AJB 44B replica 
he already has and far too many other Minis to count. Built by Dave 
Gilbert, a good few years ago, the car passed to his daughter Natalie 
Gilbert when Dave passed away some ten years ago. Dave, who 
was once the MCR Ex-Works Registrar, was fortunate in that he was 
probably one of the first chaps to show an interest in Works Minis, 
and managed to get himself Works parts and information when 
Abingdon was still in business. He likewise made friends with many 
of the Competition staff and not the least Bill Price. 

Bill had bought GRX 310D direct from Abingdon and after running 
it as a daily drive for a while was persuaded by Dave to part with 
the car. From memory, the sum back then was not in four figures! 
Dave then went ahead and restored the car and made it into a 
superb GRX 310D complete with split Webers and every detail as 
it should be, such was his attention to detail. He christened the new 
car on the Golden Fifty Rally back in 1982, this being one of the very 
early Historic rallies where the event was created to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the RAC Rally. Not sure where Dave came but the car 
did look superb. 

Natalie has shown the car a few times (once at RaceRetro and once 
at Beaulieu) and I believe used it on a few Hill Climb events but the 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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car has largely lain unused for much of those last ten years. I’m told 
a growing family and a house that needs more attention than GRX 
310D does, means that the car would be sold. I know this was a 
difficult decision for Natalie, it being a strong link to her father, but 
I also know that Simon will do right by the car. He is an active club 
member and uses his cars and he has promised to show the car at 
Beaulieu next week. He has also indicated he may well use it on the 
club's Minis to Ireland event this year, which will be simply brilliant 
to see. Natalie has also handed over to Simon many documents, 
files and photos relating to Works cars (and obviously GRX3 10D) 
and I’m looking forward to seeing them almost as much as seeing 
the car itself. 

Simon has been keen to own a Works Mini for a while now and 
although justifiably delighted with his superb AJB 44B replica, built 
by Robin Claydon, it only made him want a genuine Ex-Works Mini 
even more. He came very close to securing DJB 92B from Peter Moss 
before the sale went elsewhere. He also came close to persuading 
Bernard Griffin to part with his superb AJB 66B but that too came to 
nought, so it was third time lucky that he has bought GRX 310D. I’m 
sure the car will give Simon a great deal of pleasure and we should all 
be delighted that we can now see the car out and about again.

Natalie Gilbert saying goodbye to her father’s car

 GRX 310D still looking splendid

Beautiful Works interior of GRX 310D
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David Dyson’s Works replica 850

David has been beavering away recently building a Works replica 850. 
David has already built a superb Works replica, in the shape of YMO 
881H, which many of you would have seen at Beaulieu in 2016. So his 
ability to build a superb car to high detail is without question. He does 
seem to set himself difficult tasks. Building the YMO 881H replica 
was a tall order, being a very late car with far less information to go 
on than cars from an earlier period, such as 1967 Monte for instance. 
David has now gone the other way and decided to build a Works 850 
where there is even less information to go on. 

Nevertheless, with initial help from Richard Skidmore, who had 
already built a similar car, David got underway. The early cars have 
virtually no documentation remaining as far as build details are 
concerned, only a listing in Peter Browning’s first Works Minis book 
to go on. David therefore had to rely on detailed studies of the 
photographs of the early cars, again, so few in number. And worse 
still, there are no surviving cars in any form for him to see and glean 
knowledge from. To say it was a difficult task is an understatement. 
Not to my surprise, David has turned out a superb car and in double 
quick time – such are the joys of early retirement I guess.

To make things even more difficult (he loves a challenge) David 
started off with a far from perfect bodyshell, which from the early 
photos I saw of it was, to put it mildly, a full restoration in itself. 
David, via his detailed research, has built the car perfectly for a 1961 
Works 850 for the Monte Carlo Rally. In its white paint, it is a replica 
of TMO 561 and it really is testimate to his skill that it looks just so 

right. You should all have an opportunity to see the car at Beaulieu 
next week as he will, with his brother, be driving the car all the way 
down from Scotland – none of this trailer stuff for David. He will be 
stopping off at Southams to let them see just how much power they 
can squeeze out of its little engine now the fresh engine has been fully 
run in. I’m really looking forward to seeing it in the metal.

RJB 327F re-commissioning

I was fortunate to have a good look over RJB 327F which our Editor 
Paul Sulma owns, as he recently delivered it to Philip Anning’s 
workshop to have it re-commissioned in readiness for Brian Culcheth 
to drive the car this summer in a demonstration run at Sherbourne in 
July. This is an important car for Brian, he being the last Works driver 
to use it in Australia on the Southern Cross Rally and the Rally of the 
Hills in 1970. It was also the very last Works Mini ever to have been 
rallied by BLMC (as it was known then) in an international rally, just as 
the Competitions Department was closed down for good. This is the 
first time that I’ve spent any time looking at what is a very interesting 
car. Although Paul brought it along to Beaulieu in 2013 I had in truth, 
little time to look over it. 

Paul has also never really spent much time behind the wheel, 
despite his best efforts to work on the car, as it has been difficult 
to actually get going properly - the problems with its twin 1¾” 
carbs not helping much either. It also needed attention to its brakes 
and clutch. Phil was soon able to get the car running sweetly and 
it was obvious that the engine was a highly tuned lump with the 
familiar lumpy tick-over of a full race camshaft. New brake callipers, 

The very rare Works Split Weber Carburettors

Correctly detailed Works 850 engine

Interior details being finalised

David Dyson’s Works Replica 850 finding some Scottish snow 
whilst running in, during early May sunshine
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wheel cylinders, servo and hoses, sorted out the stopping problem 
along with the fitting of its group 6 twin circuit master cylinder. 
The Hydrolastic suspension was also in need of a pump up and 
replacement of its bump stops, this soon had the car riding at a far 
more acceptable ride height. I hope that if the car is ready in time 
Paul will bring it along to Beaulieu next week.

Robert Young

Paul Sulma consulting with Phil Anning on what needs doing

Lovely interior of RJB 327F

Appendix K Register
For my second guest appearance for 
this register, I’m writing about the 
simply superb Appendix K race for 
pre 1965 Minis at the Goodwood 
Members Meeting in early April. You 
can read elsewhere in CooperWorld 
a report on the mammoth effort that 
Nick Swift and Swiftune undertook 
for this meeting, so I thought I’d just 
write about the racing itself from an 
enthusiastic spectator's point of view. 

I’m sure those of you who were there, 
or watched the live feed via the internet, 
would agree that the race final was 
probably one of the best races I’ve ever 
witnessed – anywhere. To go back to 

the beginning, and with a view to celebrate Mini60, the Goodwood 

Robert Young

organisers decided to increase their planned 30 car all Mini race to 60 
cars, primarily because they were way over subscribed, but also to align 
with Mini60. However, because of the track size, it was not possible to 
run a 60 car race, even for small Minis, so we were to be treated, over 
two days, to two 30 car sets of qualifying, two 30 car heats, and one 
superb 30 car final where the top 15 from each heat took part. The 
meeting certainly did justice to Mini60.

There were a good number of MCR members in that field of 60 
beautifully prepared race Minis. Top of the list was Goodwood specialist 
and one of our honorary members Nick Swift, flying the Swiftune 
banner and Andy Harrison with his TBR Acespeed Whizzo Williams 
tribute car. Jonathan Lewis, Tim Harber, Rene DeVries, and Philip 
Anning in his rapid Riley Elf were all racing. We also had MCR interest 
in the superb Cooper Car replica freshly built by Swiftune for BMW 

Rene De Vries

Nick Swift attending to one of his customer’s cars

Tim Harber
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Classic, that Top Gear’s Chris Harris was to drive and also Norman 
Grimshaw’s Wolseley Hornet was there, now owned by Pete Flanagan 
for Simon Goodliff to drive. So as a club, we were well represented.

The first qualifying session on the 2.38 mile circuit just before 
10am on the Saturday morning saw the Simon Goodliff Hornet just 
ahead of the Rene DeVries TBR powered car on 13th and 15th 
place respectively. Tim Harber, with his less developed car than 
the majority of the front runners, was in 18th place. Ian Curley 
headed the time sheet with Darren Turner close behind. The second 
qualifying race, an hour later, had Nick Swift just pipped into second 
place by 0.227 seconds behind Nick Padmore in a similar Swiftune 
powered car. Chris Harris in the BMW Classic CCC replica was 11th, 
having buzzed the Swiftune engine and bent the valves. Philip Anning 

was close by in 13th place in the Elf and poor Andy Harrison was way 
down in 23rd place having only posted a few laps when he dropped a 
valve and holed a piston.

So to the first 30 car race of 20 minutes just after 5pm, this saw Ian 
Curley come home in a fine first place, 0.788 secs ahead of Lars 
Ekorness, who got the fastest lap. The Flanagan, Goodliff driven 
Hornet was in 12th place and Tim Harber pulled out all the stops to 
scrape home in 15th place to grab the last place for the final on the 
Sunday. Sadly, Rene DeVries just missed the cut and poor Bill Sollis 
was involved in a very heavy accident, which badly damaged his lovely 
new car and meant he would play no further part in the weekend. 

The second race, 45 minutes later, would not have Andy Harrison on 
the grid as despite replacing the engine, the new engine refused to 
select any gears for him and he was forced to withdraw – which was 

Simon Goodliff

Andy Harrison engine swap was in vain

Chris Harris

Andy Harrison

Phil Anning’s Elf gets attention
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a real shame for all the effort he and his team had put in. To nobody’s 
surprise, Nick Swift won this race with Nick Padmore right on his 
tale and Jonathon Lewis third but a distant 12 seconds behind the two 
hard charging leading pair. Padmore was also credited with the fastest 

Ian Curley leads Middlehurst and Blonqvist

lap. The surprise was Philip Anning in the home built Elf who came 
home a brilliant 6th place just ahead of the state of the art BMW 
Classic Mini of Chris Harris, who yet again buzzed the engine and that 
too needed attention afterwards by the many Swiftune mechanics in 
attendance. With such close racing at the front of both heats, the final 
on Sunday promised to be a close fought battle.

Sunday’s final did not disappoint and anyone who saw that race would 
agree that it was epic. It was also a credit to those racing so close, 
that nobody touched each other, everyone showing great respect for 
each other, unlike the modern saloon car racing which is invariably 
like a ‘destruction derby’, which I frankly can no longer watch. With 
the grid being compiled from the times from the two qualifying 
heats, the front row had Ian Curley, Nick Swift and Lars Ekorness 
then Nick Padmore and Tom Blomqvist on the next row. Jonathon 
Lewis, Darren Turner and Patrick Watts headed the next row with 
Philip Anning on the fifth row in the Elf, Goodliff in the Hornet on the 
9th row and Tim Harber on the back row. With the time disparity 
between the top half dozen or so cars and the rest of the field, this 

Swiftune paddock service

Field heading into Madgwick

Phil Anning leads Chris Harris

Jonathan Lewis Nick Swift and Nick Padmore

Start of the Mini60 final
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was going to be a race of two halves and so it proved to be. Swift and 
Padmore shot ahead closely pursued by Lewis and Curley with Turner 
and Ekorness close behind. These six soon opened a gap from the 
rest of the field which was headed by Patrick Watts, Chris Harris and 
Philip Anning who, like the top six, continued to cleanly swap places. 

As the race wore on it became obvious with the number of times 
that Swift and Padmore had swapped the leading place, it was going 
to come down to who was in the best place to capitalise on the last 
lap. And so it proved to be as Padmore looked like he had done just 
enough, taking Swift on the last lap, but he then out-braked himself 
approaching the chicane and put his wheels on the grass. Swift took 
his chance and shot through the chicane in his usual style and took the 
lead which he held to the flag a few hundred yards up the road. The 
first three cars were covered by under a second, Lewis claimed third 
followed by Curley, Turner and Ekorness. The ‘rest’ were some 20 
seconds adrift. Philip Anning finished a brilliant 9th having headed the 
‘rest’ for a short while. Harris was 11th, Goodliff was in 22nd place 
and Harber brought up the rear in last place. A brilliant race and one 
I will never forget and it was a great credit to Nick Swift and his team 
for supporting so many cars in that field, half of which had Swiftune 
engines and Nick was still able to pick up the winner's laurels! I just 
hope Goodwood do this sort of thing again.

Robert Young

Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

Thanks to Paul Winter for getting in 
touch about his front bumper lip. Paul’s 
car, HLT 707C, was built in October 
1965 and doesn’t have the cut outs 
unlike Gary Dickens September car 
which does have them so this seems to 
be another of BMC’s less than specific 
change points.

I received a question about sealed 
beam headlights as a member was 
looking to source some original units 
for his 1967 car. Sealed beams seem 
to be much derided these days, but 
at the time of their introduction for 
UK market cars in early January 1966, 

they were felt to be a considerable improvement over the old British 
Pre-Focus (BPF) bulb Lucas 700 units. The original sealed beam units 
fitted to Mk 1 Minis were branded Lucas and have very little else on 
the glass but over the years more ‘information’ was added. Numerous 
BMC models also used sealed beam units but they all had separate 
side light units. Whereas the UK market Mini had sidelights in with 

Simon Wheatcroft

the headlights which makes the Mini specific ones with the clear circle 
for the sidelight hard to find.

If you are thinking of buying some old sealed beams check the 
connections very carefully for signs of corrosion, if it has got under 
the glass this can cause air to get into the light unit and render it 
useless in a very short space of time.

We have a couple of old competition cars this month. The first is 
actually a recent discovery that has been off the road since 1983. 
4859 DG is, despite the registration, a June 1965 car that Rob 
Sharman contacted me about. Rob received a tipoff about an old Mini 
local to him that needed to be moved and went to view it without 
thinking it could be something very interesting; it turned out to be 
a 1965 1275 S that had been rallied in the 1970s and 80s. Originally 

HLT pre-restoration with continuous bumper lip

An early sealed beam headlamp unit with minimal text on the front glass 

4859 DG as found in its resting place of many years
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Almond green/OEW, the car was not registered until 1966. Apart 
from the change of colour and the items of rally equipment ,it is a 
pretty original Austin with 53k miles on the clock. 

Rob is already well on the way with the restoration of an old rally 
Cooper S in the same colour scheme and didn’t fancy another 
similar project. So, knowing what DPY 160C sold for the owners 
decided that an auction was the best way to dispose of it. The overall 
condition is better than DPY 160C as it doesn’t require a structural 
pallet to support it but it will still need plenty of new metalwork. 
By the time you read this it should have gone through a Historics at 
Brooklands auction where the estimate is £14,000 to £18,000.

The other competition car is EEV 550B which was a June 1964 1275 S 
that was autocrossed, raced, rallied and sprinted by Tony Wells. Tony 
was a committee member of the Mini 7 Club in its early days and also 

Classic 60s tuning with twin 1½” SU’s and oil cooler under the bonnet 

A few parts have been replaced for the auction photographs but 
minimal cleaning to preserve that just found look

the writer of the Technical Talk section of their club magazine ‘Mini-
Mag’. He was also involved in the running of the Austin dealership of 
W J Wells & Son of Woodford Green. Because the car was going to 
be used for competition he specified the factory fitted right hand tank 
and oil cooler options. The car was built, despatched, registered, rally 

The previous Mk 1 S barn find DPY 160C as featured on the TV 
show Bangers & Cash recently showing that it is in a rather worse 
state than 4859 DG

A virtually brand new EEV 550B on the Alpine Rally in 1964 with 
unusual lamp bar

EEV passes a stricken fellow Mini competitor on a night section
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prepared and competing on the Alpine Rally in less than two weeks! 
Despite the short time for preparation Tony and co-driver Dennis 
Pratt, made it to the finish in the Grand Touring class, something that 
less than a third of the starters managed.

The factory option oil cooler at that time was, of course, the vertical 
one located below the dynamo and people these days seem to get 
very excited about. But according to Tony it was a pretty useless 
option for serious competition use. It certainly did not prevent the 
engine of EEV needing two rebuilds within the first 10,000 miles, 
although four thousand of those miles had involved some serious 
competition work, including the 1964 Alpine Rally an event that 
Autocar described as “one of the most formidable motoring events 
of any type in the international calendar”. The second engine rebuild 
was very extensive with badly worn bearings throughout the entire 
engine and gearbox as well as worn gudgeon pins and layshaft. And 
this on a car owned and serviced by a BMC dealer. 

Still in 1964, Tony reported that he was impressed with Dunlop’s then 
new SP44 tyre for rally and autocross events but, with a heavy rate of 
wear, felt them rather expensive at £7 a corner; that is about £140 in 
today’s money and therefore not that different to todays price.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

EEV in autocross action – now sporting a front mounted oil cooler

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

This month’s report was first 
published about two years ago, but I 
recently had a request for it to be run 
again so here it is.

With summer well on its way, I thought 
this month I’d talk about sun visors 
for the MK1 Cooper, seeing that, 
dependent on the age of your Cooper, 
it could have one of three different 
types fitted from the production era 
from 1961 up to and including 1967.
Early Coopers had a very basic style 
of visor, made of a stiff board and 
covered in a cream coloured crackle 
design vinyl which matched the two-

piece headlining. They were fitted centrally to the upper cant rail 
by two chrome cross head screws. I have seen two different types 
of brackets for these: in one photo it shows the ninety-degree bend 
type, whereas some have no bend in them at all. Compare the photo 
with that of the photo in John Parnell’s ‘Original Cooper & S’ book. 
Both brackets do the same job but are different possibly a result of 

two separate suppliers. You will also notice that the small section of 
the cant rail in the corner has no recess in it as, in later MK1 cars, the 
recess is for the later larger visors. This should also be of help when 
deciding on the originality of a Cooper and dating of a body shell: 
the recess came with the next type of visor fitted to the MK1 in or 
around autumn 1964.

The next version of the sun visor fitted (I’ll avoid calling it the Mk2 
as this may confuse the issue) is a far more luxurious item being 
much larger and more useful as it could be un-clipped at one end 
and used as a visor from the side as well. Although using the same 
cream crackle finish vinyl, these visors were padded or ‘crushable’ 
if using the correct terminology. The main fixing chrome bracket 

The 1964 ‘crushable’ padded swing-over bayonet type fixed sun visor

The same ‘64 swing-over visor showing location of plastic clip 
‘holder’ for the moveable end of the visor fitted to the cant rail

The flimsy looking securing clip fixed to the cant rail over the  
door opening
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is secured to the new recessed cant rail section by a bayonet style 
fitting where a section of the bracket is pushed through a hole and 
then slid back to a stop and secured by a chrome crosshead screw. 
The rear-view mirror end is then free to be un-clipped and moved 
to another different style of clip above the door opening. These clips 
are similar to those as fitted to other cars within the BMC range, but 
not an exact replacement. Fitting of these is via a square hole in the 
cant rail as the back of the clip has an expanding square shaped base, 
then a cylindrical piece of plastic pin is inserted to expand the back 
and secure it in place. Removal is easy by pushing the pin through, but 
to refit you will need another pin unless you have narrow long fingers 
like ‘ET’ to retrieve the pin from the cant rail! This design of visor was 
to be short-lived and replaced at the end of 1965 by the last variant of 
MK1 production.

The last style fitted to the MK1 is the same as fitted to the Mk 2 Mini 
range. It is of a similar size to the previous type but has a different 
shape and is rather basic in function - just up or down as with the first 
type but it retained the padded or ‘crushable’ element. The fabric was 
the same and the recessed piece of cant rail remains. Fitting of these 
is by two chromed end brackets which are pushed onto a central 
steel pin running through the visor. They were secured to the cant rail 
on the underside rather than what you can see in the photo, which 
is purely to show the different shape. This visor has been moved as 
the car is fitted with an ‘FIA’ approved roll cage which has insufficient 
room to retain the visors in their original place.

I hope this is of some interest. 

Until next month,
 
Barbara Alexander

Early type sun visor

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Our National day at Beaulieu on June 
9th is just a week or so away as you 
read this. As mentioned last month, 
there will not be a Register display this 
year as the main arena is given over 
to a dedicated ‘Mini 60’ display which 
should be quite a spectacle; hopefully 
there will be a few Mk 2 Cooper Ss 
within the exhibits.

To the Register then, it’s a while 
since I’ve reported on the number 
of cars we currently have officially 
registered. By officially, I mean on the 
secure website registration database 
as opposed to my old spreadsheet 

records. A quick totting up reveals that there are 125 cars currently 
registered via the website, this compares to over 450 on my old 

Nick Hunter

system. This is not really a like for like comparison though, as my 
records are historical and date back over 30 years. Thus, obviously 
some cars will not now be within the club or have disappeared for 
other reasons (they used to scrap Mini Cooper Ss in the 1980s you 
know). However, I’m pretty sure we have more than 125 Mk 2 Ss 
remaining within the MCR, so if you’ve not yet registered your car 
please do so, it only takes a minute, and if you have any problems 
with the process just contact me.

One car which features in the old records but has not made it onto 
the new database is GEC 585G, an Almond green and Snowberry 
white Austin. This car has recently been spotted at a local Mini 
specialist where it has been stored for the past 20+ years. I last saw 
this car back in the mid 1990s, it needed a complete restoration 
back then, time has been kind to it and it hasn’t appeared to get 
much worse. Not that it could really have deteriorated much further 
though, the floors and sills are totally shot and the rest extensively 
rusty. On the plus side, it is virtually complete; including the original 
engine and gearbox and miraculously the hydrolastic system has 
maintained pressure. The car was built in August 1968 so is a late 
3 syncromesh gearbox car, registered in October 1968. Hopefully, 
this car can be saved and rebuilt around its original shell, albeit it will 
make for a very brave project.

Whilst checking GEC over, I noticed that the gearbox casing had 
the 22G 333 number stamped in the usual position adjacent to the 
oil filter bowl. I was surprised to see this on such a late car, I was 
expecting to see the later 3 syncromesh casing 22A 1522 or the 
generic 22A 1288 which took over as a ‘fit all’ casing. This set me 
thinking, and on checking my own car’s gearbox I notice there is 
a second less distinct number stamped into a raised plinth on the 
left of the front of the gearbox; this is prefixed 12FA. Chatting with 
Simon Wheatcroft he confirmed that this number designates the 
specification of the gearbox, the 12FA representing a 3 syncro S 

Ripe for restoration, GEC 585G spotted recently

Generic 22A 1288 casing for late 3 syncro S gearbox
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gearbox, irrespective of whether it’s a 333, 1522 or 1288 casing. So 
something new for me there, every day is a school day!

I leave you on a cautionary note following two ‘administration’ mishaps 
the first regarding insurance. I have my cars insured with a well known 
classic car broker and each year I renew, check the details, and adjust 
the valuation if needs be and pay the premium. I then assume once 
the documents are received from the broker that I’m covered. It was 
a shock then to receive a letter two months after renewal from the 
Motor Insurance Database (MID) informing me that both my cars were 
not recorded as insured on their database. This database is a centralised 
record of all insured vehicles in the UK and is apparently used by the 
DVLA to tackle the issue of uninsured vehicles, which usually means a 
fine or worse. To cut a long story short, my broker had failed to ‘load’ 
my insurance details up onto the MID due to a software glitch. Luckily, 
they were able to sort this out quickly but, perhaps more importantly, 
assure your worried Registrar that he had been covered whilst not on 
the database. It’s perhaps worth checking your own car; it’s free to 
check on: www.askMID.com. 

The second issue is regarding MOTs, and more specifically MOT 
history. Although my S does not now require an MOT by law, I do 
still have it tested for peace of mind and also to maintain its full MOT 
history which I’m quite proud of. So this year, in early April I had the 
car tested as usual and was delighted it passed with no advisories. Back 
at home whilst congratulating myself on my impeccable maintenance 
skills, I decided to check the MOT history. My smugness didn’t last long, 
the records showed the current pass but then a gap back to 2011 for 
the next recorded pass, what had happened to the intervening years 
which had been there when I checked pre the MOT? Again, to cut a 
long story and telephone conversation, apparently if the cars model/
chassis number are entered differently in any year by the MOT station 
operator, then the system will creator another record for the car. In 
subsequent years, the MOT station will then have to choose which 
record for the car to select for the MOT. The online history then 
defaults to the last used record when you carry out an online enquiry. 
In my case, missing the final ‘A’ suffix from the chassis number had 
created another record in an earlier year and in another year describing 
it as a Mini Cooper S rather than Morris Mini Cooper S, so there were 
3 records for EWA! I’m currently going through the process of having 
the 3 records amalgamated into one to give one continuous on line 
history. I know it’s a small thing but annoying all the same. So it is worth 
checking with your MOT tester that there is just one record for your 
car and that he enters the details correctly.

That’s enough whinging from me, look forward to seeing you at 
Beaulieu.

Until next time,

Nick Hunter 

12FA identifier for S gearbox

Cooper Mk 2 Register

It’s strange how opportunities turn up when you least expect them 
and so it was with this month’s report. I went to a motoring event to 
meet friends who were taking part and, when I parked up, there was 
a Mk 2 Austin Cooper parked. I did not recognise the registration so 
I was hoping I would have the opportunity to meet the owner later in 
the day. It was quite a bit later when I spotted the owner tending to 
his car. I introduced myself and he said his name was Keiran Paddan, 
and the owner of VLL 790G an Island blue Austin Cooper. The paint 
looked original and the general condition of the car was very good 
considering it is nearly 50 years old. I think the term these days is 
patina. Keiran said he had always wanted to own a Cooper right from 
his first Mini Countryman so, when the opportunity to purchase VLL 
790G came up approximately 12 years ago, he snapped it up. At 
the time, he owned a black Mini Mayfair which had a 1380cc motor 
fitted and the plan was to take it out and fit it in the Cooper. Not long 
after the swap over, the gearbox broke so it was engine out. With 
the engine out, it was an ideal opportunity to consider something 
more radical in the shape of fitting one of the, new at the time, 7 port 
heads. I remember seeing some examples of these fitted to cars at 
Club Mini France events in the mid 2000s. When Kieran opened the 
bonnet, what a sight (as you can see from the photo)! It has not been 
without its problems though. When he first put it together, there was 
a leak between an oil and waterway in the head, only discovered after 
a couple of changes of head gaskets. Keiran returned the head and 

Graham Robinson

Keiran’s Austin Cooper at the track side

Looking all very original and standard except for the later rear 
light clusters
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the replacement was fitted. Since then, there has been no recurrence 
of the problem, just something different. However, the plugs kept 
fouling up which meant the carbs had to come off to clean them. Not 
ideal! In an effort to help, I spoke to Roger Hill who built an engine 
with one of the prototype heads for a friend with exactly the same 
carb setup. When it was finished, it was taken to a local rolling road 
and set up. I have suggested to Keiran that it might be worth taking it 
there to see if they can help. I hope so!

Well that’s about it. Don’t forget, by the time you read this, Beaulieu 
is but a few days away. Unfortunately, there will be no Register 
Display this year. However, it might be possible to have an unofficial 
one in the one make car parking designated area. So, if you are going, 
can you please try and park together. I look forward to catching up 
with some of you on the day.

Until next month,

Happy Coopering.

Graham Robinson 

Kieran’s car’s impressive engine bay

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

To start with this month a background 
story to Stanford Cole’s purchase of his 
Mk 3 S.

Project ‘Mine’ - A Mini Story

Back in the day in the1970s, I used to 
sprint, road rally and autotest an 850 
Mini (BBH 463B) followed by a Mk 2 
998 Morris Cooper, registered PHW 
998G, ending up winning the BTRDA 
Silver Star Autotest Championship, and 
having a brilliant time on 150+ mile 
thrashes in the lanes on Saturday night 

pre plot road events – those really were 
the days. I could not afford to buy or 

insure a 1275S but promised myself that one day I would own one.

Marriage, mortgage etc got in the way of this aim for many years but, 
eventually I started the hunt for a decent, bog standard car that I could 
have fun with, enjoy driving and not be worried if it got wet or dirty. 
After all, there is no point owning an old master oil painting and keeping 
it locked up in a bank vault in my opinion. After about three years of 
casual on and off looking I came across WKM 580J – a September 1970 
built Mk 3 Cooper S. What attracted me to this particular car was its 
originality – honest and unmolested with an original, sound bodyshell 
and standard engine, and all in reasonably good condition for its age. It 

Simon Wheatcroft

WKM 580J as it looked when for sale at Paul Higgs Cars in 2016

Engine bay as purchased with most of the right bits in the right places

As seen at the MiniWorld Action Day at Castle Combe last year
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also had the ignition switch in the centre of the dash panel with rocker 
switches for the wipers and lights; this was a ‘mid production’ feature 
which is rarely seen in an Mk 3 S. WKM was not perfect by any means, 
but not bad so the deal was done.

I’ve spent the last few years sorting the bits that the car deserved to 
keep it in fine fettle and running well – new carpets, removing the 
non-working radio and speakers, refurbishing the steering wheel, 
changing the plastic clutch master cylinder for a metal one, fitting 
original Lucas headlights, repairing the damaged plastic heater, getting 
the heated rear window working, sorting the brakes and exhaust, 
change bent tie rods, split gaiters etc. etc. The missing body number 
plate on the slam panel has been replaced with a 3D printed one, 
made by a chap who runs his business from his spare bedroom; a 
purist will recognise the plate as being ‘wrong’ but I like it as the 
numbers are personal to me and no one else.

The biggest difference to the performance of the car came after the 
distributor was refurbished by the Distributor Doctor and the carbs 
were rebuilt – both well worth the time and effort. WKM 580J has 
also turned into a bit of Slark car since Bryan Slark fitted unleaded 
inserts and polished the cylinder head. Neil Slark set the engine up 
on his rolling road (74bhp at the flywheel, 80 lb/ft torque) and Ian 
Slark sorted the bodywork from a poorly done front end repair and 
rubbish cosmetic respray to an exceptionally sound and very proper 
job. It is now a good, standard, Mk 3 S but will never be concours 
whilst in my ownership. It will be used and, after all is said and done, 
what other car puts a smile on your face as wide as the English 
Channel after you’ve been out in it? Having said that, you do forget 
how, compared to modern cars, small, noisy and what a hard ride a 
50 year old Mini is!

And why project ‘Mine? Well, on seeing the car our neighbour asked 
‘What do you call the car?’ ‘Mine!’ was the instant reply – And one 
day, with my name, I just have to get to the Stanford Hall Mini show!

Wiebe Meyer over in Canada has been making very good progress 
on his Mk 3 S restoration. Subject to a final few parts arriving in time, 
Wiebe thinks it should be out and about in a month from now so, 
hopefully, that will be by the time you read this. Considering he has 
had the car for less than two years and work didn’t start until late 
2017, this restoration seems to have gone very quickly, probably one 
advantage of the Ontario winter weather focussing the attention 
indoors. I see from one of the pictures he has managed to source 
servo hose that looks like the original herringbone patterned original 
which looks like a larger bore hydrolastic hose.

Finally, an illustration of the two types of heater used in the Mk 3 S. 
The early cars built up to around December 1970 had a heater that 
used a fibreglass body very similar to the late Mk 2 Mini heater, but 
with a new horizontal slide control to determine where the air was 
directed. Later cars have a metal bodied unit, similar to the old Mk 1 

Wiebe’s car in October 2017…

… and in November 2018

The project is getting close to completion

Green paint was still visible on parts of the engine/gearbox – not all 
Mk 3 S engines were black despite what you might read elsewhere
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Mini heater but still with the horizontal slide control. On both types 
the control panel is silver with a black decal. 

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

The early heater unit has a curved front

Later heater box is the same square shape as the more familiar Mk 
1 style heater

Rover Cooper Register

Having re-visited the Rover Mini Cooper 
Monte Carlo in my April report, it 
occurred to me that it has been quite 
a while since I last did a review of the 
Rover Mini Cooper 35. To my surprise 
it was in fact January 2012 when I 
first covered it in detail, followed by 
subsequent updates in March 2013, April 
and May 2015 and May 2016.

Before I start, I should point out that 
the 1996 single point injection (Spi) 
Mini Cooper 35 should not to be 
confused with the similarly named, but 
completely different, Mini 35 which was 
launched on 22nd June 1994.

The Mini Cooper 35 was announced on 14th May 1996 and was 
amongst the last of the final run-out UK Minis powered by the 
single point injection (Spi) engine. These attractive cars feature 
a ‘retro’ 1960s paint and trim colour scheme of Almond Green 
(paint code: HAK (BLVC 1212)) with a White Diamond 2 (paint 
code: NAL (BLVC 1218)) roof, and a Porcelain Green interior 

John Parnell

(VIN Trim Code HDZ). Unlike other Rover Mini Coopers, both 
before and since, the Cooper 35s are devoid of bonnet stripes. In 
spite of a wallet-squeezing £8,195 price tag, and no formal press 
advertising, the UK market run of just 200 vehicles was snapped 
up within two weeks! 

The register has details of 40 cars, including four Japanese spec 
examples, one of which was used as a publicity vehicle for the 
Japanese market, more of which shortly. The earliest UK spec 
chassis (VIN) number is SAXXNNAYCBD128948, and the highest 
is 133940. The 1275cc engine carries the same 12A2EJ66 prefix as 
the earlier Monte Carlo LE cars and so shares the identical 10.1:1 
compression ratio, final drive of 3.21:1 (manual transmission) and 
35amp alternator. Power output matches the existing 63Ps at 
5,700rpm of standard Mini Cooper models. The earliest engine 
number is 12A2EJ66330243 and the highest is 342437. Six cars 
carry ‘N’ prefix number plates, the earliest being registered at the 
end of June 1996. The remainder all have ‘P’ registrations following 
the common practice at that time for buyers to hold off until 1st 
August to get the new letter plate.

Smart and well appointed, the external specification of the Mini 
Cooper 35 includes the following:

12 x 5 inch sports alloy wheels painted metallic Charcoal
165/60 x 12 low profile radial tyres
Mini Cooper branded wheel centre caps

The Mini Cooper 35. Note the colour coded door mirrors and 
wheelarch extensions, and lack of bonnet stripes 

The Mini Cooper 35 has this decal on both rear quarter panels and 
the boot lid
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Locking wheel nuts 
Body coloured wheel arch extensions 
Unique red ‘1961 Anniversary Edition 1996’ Monte Carlo style decals 
on both rear quarter panels and the lower left side of the boot lid 
Single white coachlines along the body line and front wings
Tungsten headlamps
Four auxiliary driving lamps across the grille, including two fog lamps
Chrome ‘sports style’ finisher to the exhaust. 
Door mirrors colour matched to the body
Stainless steel bumpers without overriders

The standard interior features include:

Porcelain Green seats with leather facings and white piping (VIN Trim 
Code: HDZ)
The front seats are reclining and tilting with matching head rests and 
an embossed .Mini Cooper’ logo at the top of the seat backrest
The door and quarter liners are in matching Porcelain Green
The Porcelain Green leather rimmed steering wheel has an oblong 
red ‘Anniversary Edition’ emblem on the centre pad
Leather trimmed Porcelain Green gear knob and gaiter
Charcoal seatbelts
Full width burr walnut veneer dashboard
Ivory coloured instruments
Phillips R660 stereo radio/cassette with detachable keypad
VDO analogue clock (Part No. YFB 100220) with a black face 
Internal bonnet release
Black cut pile carpets 
Tinted glass with windscreen chassis (VIN) security etching

Other Points

As mentioned earlier, the Mini Cooper 35 was also sold in Japan. 
A letter dated 23rd October 1988, signed by Patrick Fleming, 
Rover’s UK Mini Brand Manager, states that approximately 1,500 
were shipped there. Not all of them were Almond Green / White 
Diamond2. It is known that some examples were delivered in an 
alternative colour scheme of Flame Red / White Diamond2. Japanese 
spec cars have air conditioning, non opening rear quarter windows, 
cream-faced instruments, a km/h speedometer with a kilometre 
calibrated odometer, air conditioning vents in place of the analogue 
time clock, and wheels finished in plain silver. Due to the position of 
the air conditioning radiator, the VIN plate was relocated and can be 
found riveted to the boot floor.

While the chassis (VIN) prefix of manual transmission Japanese 
market Spi Mini Cooper cars carry the same SAXXNNAYCBD 
prefix as the UK spec vehicles, the automatic transmission version 
– only available in Japan - has the prefix SAXXNNAXKBD (note the 
XK). The engine prefixes for the Japanese market cars were also 
different from UK market variants. According to the AKM1217 parts 
microfiche one would expect a Japanese market manual transmission 
Mini Cooper 35 with manual transmission, air conditioning and a 
55 amp alternator to have the engine prefix 12A2EJ77. They don’t. 
Instead, Rover devised a separate prefix system for these cars thus: 
12A2EJ34 for the manual transmission versions, and 12A2DJ35 for the 
automatic transmission variants. Both have the 55amp alternator. The 
J34 units have a 10.1:1 compression ratio whereas the J35 engines are 
non-Cooper units with the standard 9.4:1 compression ratio, hence 
the letter ‘D’ in front of the J35.

This picture shows the correct position of the red ‘1961 
Anniversary Edition 1996’ decals

Cooper 35 rear interior shot. Seats match the style and colour of 
those at the front. Note Charcoal seatbelts and black carpet

 Japanese spec Rover Minis were all fitted with air conditioning. 
Note the air vents on the dashboard fascia

Cooper 35 front interior shot. Note the colour coded gear knob 
and steering wheel
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At the time of the car’s launch, John Cooper Garages announced 
plans to acquire five examples for conversion to ‘S’ specification to 
celebrate 50 years of trading for Cooper Garages. Priced at £10,995, 
the planned specification was as follows:

84bhp engine conversion
Almond Green engine rocker cover
Oil cooler
Uprated suspension
Adjustable shock absorbers
Elm wood veneer dashboard
Steering column lowering bracket
Cooper alloy door furniture
Roof colour changed to Old English White
John Cooper bonnet stripes
New John Cooper badging and decals

We have one of these cars recorded on the register.

For those interested in the full specification of the Mini Cooper 35, 
Rover published a bespoke sales brochure No. 5083, dated 1996. 

Registrar’s Comments

The wheels for the Cooper 35, the Monte Carlo LE, and the Paul 
Smith LE, although apparently the same in appearance, are variously 
described as metallic Charcoal or Gunmetal. To muddy the waters 
even further, the Mini Approved Accessories brochure, AKM570, 

refers to them as being finished in metallic Granite. This is all very 
confusing, but a clue to the truth is given in the AKM1217 parts list: 
the wheels for both the Cooper 35 and Monte Carlo LE share the 
same part number: RRC 10339 RJP. No direct corresponding part 
number could be found for the Paul Smith LE. I have checked to see 
if the ‘RJP’ in the part number code corresponds to a specific paint 
colour. It appears no such individual colour code was ever issued.

For those of you who like more detail, Gunmetal has the paint code 
MMN (BLVC 684) and that for Charcoal is LVD (BLVC 1207). A third 
wheel colour option worth checking for a colour match is Anthracite. 
This has the code LQW (BLVC 1266).

One particular topic of controversy concerning the Mini Cooper 35 is 
the description assigned to a significant number of them on their V5 
registration documents. As many as half of the 200 UK cars may have 
been misclassified as a ‘Mini Equinox,’ when they should have been 
correctly identified as ‘Mini Cooper 35 Anniversary’.

The Mini Equinox was launched on 24th April 1996 and the 
confusion between the two cars may have arisen as a result of a 
simple administrative error on the sticky ‘Vehicle Details’ label 
affixed to the ‘Vehicle Identification’ page of the Service Record 
book inside the owner’s document wallet. These sticky labels are 
printed with the vehicle VIN, engine number and, crucially, vehicle 
description. Selling dealers use this information when registering 
a new vehicle with the DVLA. Hence, if there is an error in this 
primary source detail it gets repeated on the official vehicle 
registration database. 

You might well ask how someone could possibly confuse a Mini 
Cooper 35 with a Mini Equinox? The answer is very simple, when the 
person doing the actual registration paperwork was probably sitting in 
a back office with a pile of identical new service record books.

If your car is one of those affected and you wish to have the error 
corrected, you will need to put your complaint in writing to the 
DVLA and support it with photographs. Additionally, the DVLA may 
want some other form of confirmatory evidence such a letter from an 
MCR club official who has inspected the vehicle.

The J35 in this engine number identifies it as Japanese spec with 
automatic transmission

Standard wheels for the Mini Cooper 35 have a metallic Charcoal 
paint finish. Note the wheel centres The sales brochure for the Mini Cooper 35 is Publication No. 5083
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Finally, as quality UK spec Mini Cooper 35s now command a price 
premium, the alternative of an ex Japanese re-import model is 
certainly worthy of consideration. As well as the higher spec of 
air conditioning, which original UK buyers were never offered, 
ex Japanese market cars entering the UK are usually low mileage 
examples in exceptional condition, and they made them with 
manual transmission too. It is important to check that the car in 
question has been modified for UK use and has satisfied the Single 
Vehicle Use (SVA) regulations, evidenced by a Minister’s Approval 
Certificate for the specific car. Dealers who are members of the 
British Independent Motor Trade Association offer a Certificate of 
Authenticity guaranteeing that the car has not been stolen from 
abroad, has no outstanding finance and has had a mileage check. 
Expect to pay at least 33% less than the price of an equivalent UK 
spec car. 

Until next month…

See you at Beaulieu on Sunday 9th June

John Parnell

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

A collection of Coachbuilt Minis and 
their first owners

In my report this month I thought I'd 
review some coachbuilt Minis and 
Coopers from the past that were 
converted for famous people of their 
day. With the majority of coachbuilt 
cars I have recorded, there are very 
few where the first owners are known. 
Until three years ago, and for a small 
fee, the DVLA would search their 
records and provide copies of early 
and later logbooks with nearly all 
the details of previous owners. This 
information made fascinating reading 
especially on rare occasions when a 

public figure was revealed. Data protection legislation has now put 
an end to this very valuable source for researching the history of a 
car. I apologise to younger members of the MCR for not knowing 
some of the owners of the following cars, it is after all fifty seven 
years since it became fashionable with the well-heeled to have a 
coachbuild Mini or Mini Cooper.

Roy Boulting and his twin brother John, were highly respected 
producers and directors in the film industry during the 1960s and 

Steve Burkinshaw

70s, and one notable film that they produced that some of you may 
remember was ‘There's a girl in my soup’ and which started Goldie 
Hawn. Roy's fourth marriage a year later was to Hayley Mills who, at 
an earlier time owned a Cooper Mk1 Radford DeVille. It's probable 
that Hayley followed in Roy's footsteps when he bought a 1964 
Morris 1275S with some unique additions beyond the DeVille norm 
namely, dark green vertical stripes painted below the waistline of 
the doors and rear panels with miniature coach lamps that acted as 
parking lights on the B-posts. These are just visible at the top of the 
photo. Apparently, Peter Sellers' 1962 Hooper had them installed too 
when it was first converted.

World renowned English ballerina, Dame Margo Fonteyn, can be 
seen next to her 1961 Morris Mini Minor, 300 BYX, with a simpler 
makeover. Her car was custom painted in black and wicker-work or 
faux cane transferred to both sides. Harold Radford’s own personal 
Mini Cooper from the same time had wicker added to the doors and 
boot lid, not the most attractive combination in my view, but what 
nice number plate though.

Donald Campbell CBE, famous for his land and water speed records 
also had Radford’s build him a 1964 Morris1275 S Deville, which was 
London registered BLT 648B. In 2015 while displaying four Radfords 
at the Goodwood Revival, I met the cars forth owner, sadly he was 
unable to locate any old photos of the car.

And lastly, one famous owner everybody as heard of is footballer, 
George Best. From the archive photo of George seated happily in 
his Radford, I would guess the car is a 1966/7 model with the later 
fascia, Microcell seats and distinctive Les Leston steering wheel. 
If the car still exists and given his still large fan base, I believe it 

Harold Radford’s own Mk1 Cooper with wicker doors and boot lid

Roy Boulting sat in his1964 Radford. Note the tiny ‘coach’ style 
lamp on the B-post and the green pained stripes

This 1964 Radford was first owned by popular 60s singer and actor 
Kenny Lynch
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would have a very high value today. Last summer whilst visiting 
the Manchester Arena, I had an enjoyable walk around the city's 
National Football Museum. Inside the entrance the first footballer 
to be credited was, unsurprisingly, George Best, and on display 
was the last car he owned and drove, a 2001 MINI Cooper S, with 
his personal plate attached: G1 8EST. I was rather puzzled when 
the display board stated the car was from 2001, but the Cooper S 
model was only available from 2003, his car displays the S bonnet. 
I'm sure somebody has the answer (Editor’s note: Yes Steve I have 
the answer it is 2002 Cooper S registered in September of 2002!). His 
sister was quoted as saying that he was a lifelong car fan, and whose 
last car, is MINI, had the all the factory extras added to it which 
included a £1,400 Sat Nav that he couldn't sadly operate. Well, at 
least his feet knew where they were going.

If anyone has any coachbuilt stories or histories I'd be delighted to 
hear from you.

Steve Burkinshaw

Dame Margo Fonteyn’s 1961 Morris Mini Minor with wicker work 
applied to the doors and quarter panels

George Best smiling in his Radford. Note the Les Leston  
steering wheel

A rather poor quality photo of Donald Campbell’s Radford Deville 
next to a Bluebird landspeed vehicle

Mini Super Register

In my January 2012 report, I featured a 
May registered 1962 Austin Super which 
had been purchased in 2010 by Steve 
Burkinshaw, our Coachbuilt Cooper and 
Cooper S Registrar. Steve had rather 
liked the idea of adding a Super to his 
collection for some while, and then 
in 2010 he was offered a Smoke grey 
Austin. The Super was complete with 
many of the original features present, 
but the car had reached a point where it 
needed a total restoration.

Steve stripped the shell then carefully 
stored it for twelve months. Work 
then recommenced which involved the 

body being sand-blasted. New wings were fitted, new ‘A’ panels, front 
panel (which Steve modified to retain the smaller indicator pressings), 
boot floor, hinge panel and both inner and outer sills. Work on the car 
was again halted due to pressure of his work commitments. A few 
years later Steve decided that he had far too many projects to deal 
with and made the decision to offer some of them for sale.

During a monthly Cooper Register meeting in December 2017 
Steve was asked by fellow member, Mike Creek, if he knew of any 
interesting projects for sale. Mike, very much a car enthusiast, already 
possessed a Mk1 Cooper S, a MK3 Cooper S and an MGB GT. His 
first car was in fact a Mini Clubman Estate. Steve’s reply was yes he 
did as he wished to sell his very rare Austin Super. The story is now 
taken up by Mike himself:

Garry Dickens

Mike Creek's Super as found by Steve
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‘Steve said that, a few years previously, he had acquired a 1962 Austin 
Super Mini, from someone who also had been unable to complete 
the restoration of it due to ill health. He said that he had several 
cars waiting to be restored and would be willing to sell this partially 
restored project to me if I was interested.

So, I agreed a price with Steve and bought the project in March 2018. 
Steve had previously stripped the car and had begun restoration in 
about 2011 but, after welding and painting the shell in primer, he had 
put the shell into storage for later completion. To sweeten the deal 
Steve and his colleague Mick agreed to help me with the restoration, 
if I supplied the parts etc.

Initially, it was missing a sub-frame so I searched around and found 
a suitable (dry) early one and Steve prepared and painted both of 
them, while Mick built-up the suspension and braking systems using 
as many of the original, and restored parts as possible. New parts 
were purchased where necessary and in the interests of safety and 
good operation.

Since it had been primed several years earlier it needed a complete 
rub-down and clean-up before re-painting. It was decided to use a 
smooth stone chip paint finish on the underside and wheel arches, 
before top coating the shell in the original Smoke grey paint finish. 
Steve decided to paint the underside and, boot and engine bay area, 
so that it could be built-up as a rolling chassis before the outer body 
was painted.

The original engine was in pretty good condition for its age but, 
needless to say, it was completely stripped and checked before 
reassembly. I decided to have the head converted for unleaded fuel and 

it was duly sent off for machining and replacement exhaust valves were 
inserted. New springs and rockers were needed, but not much else. As 
for the block, the pistons and rings were fine, so it was decided to leave 
them alone as the bores were not noticeably worn. Mains and journals 
were also OK surprisingly so, again, it was decided to leave them 
alone. All oil seals and gaskets were replaced, as was the oil and water 
pumps. The gearbox was carefully checked and rebuilt. A new clutch 
and flywheel was fitted, but otherwise it required few engine parts to 
complete it. After assembly and painting it was bolted to the subframe 
together with all the refurbished suspension and braking parts, which 
were all painted in the original colours. 

I decided to use adjustable hi-los, to enable me to get the correct ride 
height with the new cones. It added a bit to the cost but has proved 
to be a good decision, if not quite original. Brakes and wheels were 
fitted and the engine commissioned before sending off for painting. It 
certainly made it easier to move around, compared to a bare-shell. 

Mick advised me to use a painter friend of his called Peter Light, 
based behind Minispares in Potters Bar. Peter and his team promptly 
did a fantastic job of preparing and painting the body and the cabin to 
a very high standard at a reasonable price. After about three months 
the car was ready to be collected and it was duly loaded onto a trailer 
and returned to be completed. New glass was fitted to the front 
screen, but otherwise the originals were used with new rubbers 
etc. Where possible all the original parts were used for authenticity, 
including the fuel tank, wheels etc. 

Mike Creek's Super undergoing restoration

Restoration well under way

The Super fully restored

Lovely fresh interior
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The seats were sent to Newton Commercial to be refurbished 
and re-covered in the original two-tone grey finish. New carpets 
and interior were also fitted to give the whole car a fresh look, 
without being too obvious. The speedo binnacle was a pain to 
get right as the original was fragile and prone to cracking. All the 
instruments were cleaned and checked. A few swaps were needed 
to get them all working properly, but it looks good now. A new 
fabric covered wiring loom was used as the original had definitely 
seen better days. A few little niceties were added, including an FIA 
power cut-off switch in the boot for added security, a source for 
a USB charger, electric washers, with motors fitted discretely out 
of sight and indicator flashers in the speedo, not the end of the 
steering column switch.

The first outing for the car was in March, with a trip to the petrol 
station to fill-up the tank. I had forgotten how little fits into a 
single tank, having been used to twin tanks with my other cars. 
Fortunately, the fuel gauge works accurately as does the speedo, 
which I checked against a speed app on my phone. It is as close as 
makes no difference. 

Needless to say, with the 850cc engine it is not going to be as 
quick as a Cooper or S, but it moves along nicely in traffic and can 
sustain reasonable speed on the open road. On one occasion it 
had reached the maker’s recommended 70MPH on the M1, going 
towards London. On its 3.5” wheels and tyres, it is a bit nervous 
on the road, while the steering bushes and rack settle down and 
bed-in. The large steering wheel doesn’t make it easy either on the 
open road but, it is all about authenticity so I’m not going to start 
swapping it for some smaller or racier wheel. Although the Super is 
supposed to have extra noise damping, compared to the standard 
car, it still makes a fair bit of mechanical noise from the engine, 
gearbox and un-damped subframes.

With its two-tone Smoke grey and white colours it draws a lot of 
admiring looks, from young and old, male and female. I’ve been 
pleased to chat with lots of people who kindly stop what they are 
doing to talk about it and comment on how pretty it is. There are still 
a few little details to complete and I am preparing it for a few shows 
this year, as it’s the Mini’s 60th anniversary’.

So, another Super saved by both Steve and Mike and which will no 
doubt now be seen regularly on the Mini show scene. 

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any 
stories or anecdotes relating to one, then please get in touch, even if 
it no longer exists.

Garry Dickens

A well detailed engine bay

1275GT Register

Contact from our overseas members 
is always interesting to receive and 
my most recent was from Paolo 
Arbizzani in Italy. Paolo’s 1970 GT 
was the latest chapter in a long history 
of Mini ownership that goes back to 
the 1960s.

Unlike the usual project cars we 
find in the UK, Paolo’s one owner 
find turned out to be almost free of 
rust and minimal work was required 
before repainting in the original 
Bronze yellow.

With a clear history to call upon, 
the details of an engine change around 1990 was confirmed by 
the first owner. Supplied by the Leyland dealership in Milan, Bepi 
Koelliker, the Gold Seal engine featured an 11 stud head as supplied 
for Innocenti or Austin 1300GT spec. Included in the sale was the 
original half engine, with engine number 12H389N M12890 and the 
original gear box had been retained.

Sadly for Paolo the original Rostyle wheels had been lost, but the 
current sets of alloys are in great condition and in period for a 1970 
car. A search for original wheels in Italy has proved fruitless so far and 
Paulo may need to cast a wider net to secure a set.

Alan Clark

Side repeaters, possibly an Italian requirement?

Square format number plate sits better on an Innocenti boot
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Bronze yellow and prune coloured stripes are a great combination

New leather glove on the original steering wheel

Light wear on the original carpets

11 stud Gold Seal engine supplied and fitted in 1990

One of Paolo’s earlier GTs in competition spec

Central ignition key, early feature on ‘69, ‘70 and ‘71 GTs

Paulo’s earlier ownership of GTs comprised of two Bronze yellow 
cars and a white example, with one of Bronze yellow cars set 
up for hill climb competitions. Now with MI N94510 being the 
latest, with another under preparation for the Italian Historic 
rally championship.

Hopefully, I will get a further update on the progress of this project 
from Paolo as it progresses.

Thanks again to all my contributors and maybe I’ll see some of you 
at Beaulieu.
 
Alan ClarkNavy interior in perfect condition
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 Modern MINI Cooper Register

From ‘down under’

As I write this, my wife and I are still 
in Australia with my daughter and her 
new husband. As I mentioned last 
month, my daughter has a six-year old 
MINI Countryman R60 (AKA. Biggy). I 
was not really looking forward to using 
it as I have always thought the car was 
a big BMW mistake. I am glad to say I 
was totally wrong. She has a Cooper 
S: the inside is just like a regular MINI 
but with loads of space, nice seats and 
all the controls are the same as an R56. 
It took four people with four full size 
cases easily on a 250km journey from 
Brisbane to Bunderberg. The tail gate 

is very large and has a cavernous space, so it swallowed three of the 
four cases easily. I am no small chap either (so I have been told)! It 
was not uncomfortable at all, with good leg room in the back and, 
with five doors, was fine. It does help if the driver is short in stature 
thought. The 1600cc twin scroll turbo engine has plenty of torque. 
The tyres are big at 225/45 18”. I was so impressed that I may 
consider a JCW All4 for my next car, though I still have plenty of time 
in my F56 JCW, being just a year old.

David Young

Australia is so big that everywhere you go is a little adventure. The 
roads are good where they are paved and lots of tar and chipping 
surfaces in Queensland. They resurface them while still open to 
traffic (that includes a burn off, scrape, tar, chippings and roll) and 
they have a rolling convoy with traffic escorted around the work. I 
just can’t see the UK doing that with health and safety being what it 
is! Everything down under is taken at a stroll. Brisbane is a bit like 
the outskirts of Orlando. 

The NEW CLUBMAN.

For those of you considering buying a new car, MINI are launching the 
new Clubman which incorporates both exterior and interior design 
changes for 2019. There is a choice of two petrol engines and one 
diesel engine, with output ranging from 126hp to 192hp (combined 
fuel consumption: 43.5 – 70.6mpg; combined CO2 emissions: 147 
– 105 g/km). MINI will add the sporty MINI John Cooper Works 
Clubman to the range at a later date.

The luggage compartment can be extended from 360 litres to as 
much as 1,250 litres with the rear seats folded giving good capacity 
when needed.

On the exterior, changes include a newly designed grille, which now 
extends across the entire bumper. With a new structure for the air 
inlet, it gives the front view a particularly distinctive appearance. 
The air inlet is separated into six black, horizontal struts, which can My daughter’s spacious MINI R60 Countryman

The countryman has a generous boot area

The new MINI Clubman Cooper SThe five door hatchback is very practical
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be optionally upgraded to a chrome version as an optional extra. 
The Clubman also has adaptive LED headlights with Matrix function. 
In addition, LED fog lamps and rear lamps are standard on this 
model as well.

Three new exterior colours are available to choose from: Indian 
Summer Red metallic, British Racing Green metallic or MINI Yours 
Enigmatic Black metallic. As an alternative to body colour, the roof 
and exterior mirror caps can also be finished in either black, white 
or silver. There are also a range of alloy wheels to choose from, 
including the newly introduced 18-inch Multiray Spoke 2-tone and 
MINI Yours British Spoke 2-tone wheels, along with a 19-inch John 
Cooper Works Circuit Spoke 2-tone design.

An entirely new sports suspension is also now available offering 
a 10 millimetre height reduction, as well as the option of an 
adaptive suspension. 

The car comes with all the usual gadgets including MINI Navigation 
on a 6.5” display, Bluetooth, Intelligent Emergency Call, Real Time 
Traffic Information (RTTI) and Apple CarPlay as standard. Also 
standard are rain sensors and automatic headlight activation, the 
interior lights package and the MINI Excitement pack.

The engine portfolio for the new MINI Clubman includes a 
3-cylinder and 4-cylinder petrol engine along with one 4-cylinder 
diesel engine, all of which feature the latest generation of MINI 
TwinPower Turbo Technology. A 6-speed manual transmission is 
standard but can be replaced by a 7-speed Steptronic transmission 
with a double clutch.

The new MINI Clubman is available now from £21,200 so this might 
be an option if you are looking to replace your current MINI.

That’s all for this month!

David Young

The Clubman retains the split doors to the boot area

‘Union Jack’ styled rear light cluster set the car off 
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Bristol, Glos and  
Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday13th September

Beefeater, Emersons Green, Bristol David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD TBD Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

  Derbyshire,  
  Lincolnshire &  
  Nottinghamshire

last Monday of each month 
at 8:00pm

Arkwright Arms, Chesterfield Road, Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield, S44 5JG

Phil Colledge 07591443396 & 01245207665.  
phil.colledge@btinternet.com

Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

  Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Niki Halls 07530 988788
nikihalls@gmail.com

  Gwynedd Contact David Roberts Members meet at local classic car shows throughout the 
show season. Please contact David Roberts for details of 
meetings and dates

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

The Queens Head, Portsmouth Road, Fishers Pond, 
Eastleigh SO50 7HF 

Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG 0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

  Isle of Wight 11.00am Last Sunday  
of the month

The Hare and Hounds Pub at Downend Road, Newport, 
PO30 2NU from May to the end of the summer

Alan MacDougall 07523 006483  
admiow@me.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

  Newcastle and 
  Durham

1st Monday
At 7:30pm

Chilton Country Pub and Hotel, Black Boy Road, 
Fencehouses, Co. Durham DH4 6PY

Niall Cook 07881 302577
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 17th March 2019 
11:00am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Mick Tully 01273 883349 
g-tully@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Please contact warks@minicooper.org for details of the regular 
breakfast run meetings organised for Warwickshire Region

warks@minicooper.org

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire TBA TBA Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

  BeNeLux (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg) Bart Theelen  
benelux@minicooper.org

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS
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NEW 
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BeNeLux Region 

As the (Inter-)National Mini Cooper Day is on our doorstep, several 
BeNeLux members are preparing for their journey to Beaulieu. Having 
(almost) no parts to sell anymore, I will mostly join the crowd for the first 
time for years by bringing my Austin Cooper Mk II. Hopefully, I will have 
its malfunctioning engine fixed or replaced by one of two backup engines 
that came with the car. Either way, I really look forward to meeting you 
all and I will surely spend some time on Nick Rogers’ stand near the food 
trucks as usual.

On Easter Monday, my dad and I decided to participate in the Easter Mini 
Run organised by the Mini Club Limburg in Belgium. The Easter Mini 
Run is a relaxed tour following a tulip system with some additional funny 
games to enjoy your day. And that is exactly what we did: it was great fun 
to navigate my dad in his 1991 Rover Cooper (carburettor). This is the 
Mini that we bought at the IMM in Ireland to be able to get back home 
after my Fiat had decided to break its timing chain (yes, chain not belt).

Through this BeNeLux region report, I am pleased to announce that MCR 
members Wesley Berloo and Philippe de Lauw are organising the Belgian 
Diamond Mini Run to further celebrate 60 years of classic Mini. This event 
will take place on 21st and 22nd September and includes everything for 
two days of touring through beautiful Belgium such as roadbooks, food 
and an overnight stay at a hotel. If you enjoyed the Mini Wipers tour in 
2018, this Belgian Diamond Mini Run will be a good successor. Further 
information can be found on www.belgianminisontour.be or by directly 
contacting Wesley Berloo (bmot@telnet.be or +32477689091) or 
Philippe de Lauw (delauw.philippe@skynet.be or +32479670006).

Bart Theelen 
benelux@minicooper.org
+31475564841 (landline) / +31627258202 (mobile) 

Dorset Region

Following last year’s enjoyable run to the Haynes Motor Museum, we 
held a return visit on Sunday 14th April. The route was kindly organised 
by Nigel and Hannah.We left Ringwood at 8.30am for the 45 mile trip 

via Shaftesbury, Gillingham and then to Sparkford. Also on the run were 
Owen and Jill, Myself and Judy and Roger.

The museum houses a wonderful collection of cars of all ages, shapes, 
colours and designs to suit all tastes including an excellent display of 
classic Minis.They are currently celebrating 100 years of the Bentley 
with a number of these magnificent cars on show. Just a thought, 
how many Minis would fit inside a Bentley? A possible quiz question! 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the day, especially the various breakfasts 
that were devoured shortly after our arrival.

At our last meeting, we welcomed new members Richard and Judy and are 
looking forward to seeing them at our forthcoming events, so we should 
have a good attendance on our Dorset MCR Stand at Beaulieu on 9th June.

Nick Stansmore

Essex Region

A few of us attended the Peter Best Breakfast meeting at Braxted Park 
near Witham. It was very well attended with lots of interesting cars, a 
nice coffee and a bacon roll made it all worthwhile. Even Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bbang arrived at the breakfast too!

REGIONAL REPORTS

Early arrived classics at the start of the Easter Mini Run

Line up of the further participants in the Easter Mini Run

A nice pair of posh Minis!

A smart looking Mk1Morris Cooper
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It was great to meet some of the MCR Essex members, although I did 
feel like I should hide my big fat MINI and it has inspired me to look out 
for an affordable classic Mini, if that's possible. 

I loved the classic Minis and of course the beautiful VW camper - here's 
a few photos.

Niki Halls

Kent Region

Hi from Kent!

We had a great route this year for the Kent Breakfast Run; the breakfast 
was as always superb at the start at the Airport Café at Sellenge on 
the old A20. A full report has been kindly written by Malcolm Voss 
elsewhere in this month’s magazine.

Don’t forget The Ham Sandwich Run this year takes place on the 18th 
August, please contact us ASAP to book your space on this year’s run. 
We will limit the event to 40 cars, but members from all regions are 
welcome on a first come first served basis!

We are at the Brands Hatch Mini Festival which this year is taking 
place on Saturday 20th & Sunday 21th July. We will have a club stand 
on the Sunday; buy your tickets from http://brandshatch.mini-festival.
co.uk/. The discount on tickets is available on the dropdown under club 
bookings. Please drop us a line if you would like to join us so we can 
keep an eye on numbers - all cars and regions welcome to join us.

Kent Events List 2019

Mini Festival, 20th-21st July, Brands Hatch Circuit.
Bearsted Green Classic, 28th July, Bearsted Nr Maidstone.
Ham Sandwich Run, 18th August Ashford start.

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent 
ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. This month’s meeting will be 
12th June 2019 See you there!
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Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

By the time you read these notes the classic car season will be in full 
swing, but for many it was ‘Drive it Day’ on 28th April that saw the cars 
coming out of their winter slumbers. Delayed by a week this year to 
avoid the clash with Easter Sunday, Drive it Day is a national initiative 
run by the FBHVC to commemorate the 1,000-mile trial held in 1900 
to demonstrate the reliability of the fledgling motor car. The original run 
started from Grosvenor Place in London on 23rd April 1900, and passed 
through Bristol, Birmingham, Derby, Manchester, Kendal, Carlisle, 
Edinburgh, Newcastle, Leeds, Sheffield and Nottingham and finished at 
Marble Arch on 12th May. Eighty three cars entered, with 65 actually 
starting and 35 completing the course which included speed trials, hill 
climbs and races. Almost everyone who finished won a prize, with a 
gold medal being presented to Charles Rolls driving a 12hp Panhard for 
the Best Car. This no doubt inspired Charles Rolls to improve the motor 
car much further as the Silver Ghost was introduced a few years later.

These days the Drive it Day Trial is somewhat shorter in both time 
and distance, and aims to bring attention to the size and importance 
of the classic vehicle movement in the UK. Our celebration offered 
an 80-mile route through Cheshire and Staffordshire, with a stop at 
the famous Jodrell Bank Discovery Centre. Here we had an exclusive 
talk ‘One Small Step’, itself celebrating 50 years since the first Lunar 
landing. We heard about the problems of building the Lovell Telescope 
(the big one!) which eventually ran to 5 times over the estimate of the 
cost due to the steel shortage in the early 1950s and then the rapidly 
escalating cost of steel. This was despite some recycling to get the two 
bearings fitted to the side towers which came from the gun turrets of 
two battleships, HMS Revenge and Royal Sovereign. The project was 
saved when the USSR launched Sputnik and, fearing the capability of the 
rocket technology used, the USA approached Jodrell Bank to see if they 
could track this type of rocket when used as a missile. The answer was 
‘Yes, but we need more money!’ Lord Nuffield and the Nuffield Trust 
also helped with cash to complete the project. The telescope became 
operational in August 1957 beginning with a scan of the Milky Way. Since 
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The Apollo 11 Lunar module approaching the obiter

Nick Harding in his 1275GT

The Lovell Telescope
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Colin and Margret Armit's Rover Mini Cooper
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then, besides astrophysics research, it has been used to track various 
space probes to the Moon and beyond, although it was not used to 
track the Apollo 11 mission to land Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin on 
the Lunar surface while Michael Collins continued to orbit the Moon. At 
the time the Lovell Telescope was tracking a USSR Luna 15 unmanned 
probe to the Moon, which crashed into the surface a few hours before 
Apollo 11 took off.

Following the talk, we had time to view the Discovery Centre 
exhibitions, which have had a complete revamp a year or so ago. 
After this we all felt rather insignificant in the vastness of our solar 
system let alone the universe! One incredible picture shown in the 
talk was the Lunar Landing Module approaching the Orbiter to join 
up before the journey back to Earth. All the people who have ever 
lived on earth are in this photograph except one – Michael Collins 
who took the picture!

Our 30-mile route to Jodrell Bank was along the main roads via 
Holmes Chapel, but for the return 50 miles, we traversed Cheshire 
just to the north of Congleton, before crossing into the Staffordshire 
Moorlands. Although our Summer Tour has used many of these roads 
before, this time we were travelling in the opposite direction, and the 
views were very different but just as spectacular. The day attracted 

an entry of 35 cars ranging from a Citroen DS21 to a Ferrari F430, 
but on the day the weather wasn’t too kind so many, including myself, 
swapped their classic for something warmer! Ironically, Easter Sunday 
on 21st April was unseasonably warm and in any other year this would 
have been the date for Drive it Day!

Our next big event will be the Summer Tour which will take place on 
10th August. This will feature approximately 160 miles through Cheshire 
and Staffordshire, with a bit of Shropshire thrown in. The entry fee will 
be around £65 to £70 and will include breakfast at the start, morning 
coffee and biscuits, a light lunch and afternoon tea and scones, as well as 
the Rally plate and a detailed road book. If you would like more details 
and the entry form, please let me know and I’ll send them to you when 
they are published.

That’s all for this month, but if you want to join in our meetings and 
events, please come along to the George and Dragon, Meaford Road, 
Stone, ST15 0PX on the first Monday of the month.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Suffolk Region

Liz Woodfield led our April Sunday Run; the place of interest was 
Mini enthusiast and member Trevor Bougourd's garage business in 
Clacton, where he is restoring an early Cooper. Following that a 
very interesting run was had through the Spring Essex countryside, 
culminating at a large garden centre restaurant /cafe for lunch, 
before heading back to Suffolk. We'll done Liz, looking forward to 
your next run. 

Peter Drane, Jack Gray and Steve Inni Burch will be making the trip 
to Beaulieu this year and will be keeping up Suffolk’s tradition of 
doing our stint of marshalling the car parking (later session). Jack 
Gray, despite being retired, and after restoring his own Cooper and 
two other local members’ Coopers, is starting another commission! I 
am sure it will be to the same high standard as the others. 

It was sad to hear recently of the demise of East Anglia Mini Centre and 
Restorations, as the owner Ted Sparrow has always been very helpful 
to members and the wider Mini scene here. Here's hoping we see him 
reform perhaps in a smaller scale. 

We always welcome new member to join us. 

Ian MacPherson
07749936274

Jason Copestick and Miranda Field Cooper Spi

Neil and Jackie Preston Mk1 Cooper S

Line up at Trevor's garage
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Cars for sale 

1971 Mini Mk3 Cooper S. Long term full 
body and mechanical restoration by club 
member. Little use since completion 4 years 
ago. Standard car apart from uprated 1293cc 
engine with HS4 carbs and front dampers 
to aid the hydrolastic suspension. Glacier 
white with navy trim and carpets. Car will be 
on display with the Newcastle and Durham 
Region stand at Beaulieu. OIRO £32,000. 
07717 712911 Stuart.

1990 RSP Cooper 1275cc. Black and White, 
MOT / Tax. Regularly used as 2nd car. Owned 

for many years and always garaged. Smart but 
not concours. £5,500Tel: 01473 327049 Suffolk

Parts for sale 

Rare early 1071 Cooper S 4.5 inch rim with 
welded lugs for wheel trim, needs tidying £150. 
Rare 1071 transfer gear case Part number 22G208 
good condition £100. 850 Mini piston set Hepolite 
15037 +30 new in box with rings and pins 
excellent condition £250. Mk1 steering wheel, 
needs some work £50. Hydrolastic suspension unit 
2 red bands, offers. Rev counter Veglia Borletti 0 
to 8000 £30. Clarke bench mounted Mini parts 
washer and fluid, hardly used £35. Serck 13 row 
oil cooler new old stock £45. Cooper S steel 
backplate 22G270 new in BL box £100. Dellorto 
DHLA 45 40mm chokes 4 off £20, one 36mm 
choke £10. I can take the above items to Beaulieu 
if required. Tel. Neil on 07879 261376.

Parts Wanted 

Wanted to complete my collection May1990 
and Jan 1991 (year book?) Mini Cooper 
Register magazines plus: Mini Cooper Club 
magazines numbers 1 to number 35. Fair price 

paid or I have many duplicates I could swap if 
you need any copies for your own collection. 
Tel: Simon 07503156338

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency 
(DVLA) may refuse to register vehicles that 
are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. 
may ask the police to inspect cars without 
either one of these identification numbers. 
Members and readers are advised to be 
cautious before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR 
EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” 
adverts are free (minis and mini parts only) 
providing they are not excessively long nor 
in the course of business trade. Please quote 
your membership number when writing. 
Non-members and trade members wishing 
to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. 
Failure to do so will result in the advert being 
returned unpublished. Cheques should be 
made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 
1977. All traders are required to state 
this fact clearly in their advertisements 
either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books 
(V5 documents) and/or chassis plates cannot 
be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in 
written form only please and addressed to the 
magazine editor. This includes instructions for 
repeat insertions and/or advert amendments.

FOR SALE AND WANTEDFOR SALE AND WANTED
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!

SSSLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICSSSLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSIC M
O

N
T

H
LY

APRIL 2017 ISSUE 253

AP
RI

L 2
01

7/
25

3 
PR

IN
TE

D 
IN

 T
HE

 U
K 

 £4
.4

0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR
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GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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