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Cranborne Industrial Estate,  
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN 
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Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road  
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU 
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991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury.  
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mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Just off  
York Outer 
Ring Road

Mobile & tablet friendly

 Shop on-line at www.minispares.com - or visit our 3 great stores

Cooling & Heating 
Mini Spares is famous for its research and selection of radiators, namely the special two and four core varieties, plus the standard fitment items. All are so well priced. 
True Kevlar stranded and silicon type hoses plus the radiator cowlings and fitting brackets are also stocked along with expansion tanks and electric fans. The alloy water pumps with a 3 year 
guarantee are of exceptional quality and price. Thermostats, sandwich plates and covers plus all fittings are kept in stock. Mini Spares has its own make of heater valves and control cables plus 
heater unit matrix. Oil coolers, pipes and all associated parts are also available.

Electrics & Lighting 
Mini Spares has many lamps from the original Mini tooling and Mini Spares’ own tooling to ensure all saloon lighting is available. Lamp lens, gaskets and fittings are available for most of the lamps 
stocked. Headlamps and spot lamps, bezels, bulbs and holders can also be found at Mini Spares. All major alternator, dynamo and starter components plus upgraded units are available, as new 
and outright sales. A few years back Mini owners suffered a lot of breakdowns from cheap imported electrical components failing, but we have our own unique range of coils, condensers, rotor 
arms and distributors which have been set correctly. Popular wiring looms and cables, horns, flasher units, relays, central locking kits, plus switches and stalks are held in stock.

Interior 
We can supply separate trim pieces and trim liner kits, carpets, sound deadening, boot boards, sun visors and all the fittings. We have roll-cages and headlinings, seats, seat trimming and 
adjuster brackets, inertia and automatic seatbelts, steering wheels and wheel drop brackets, plus steering wheel cowls, gear lever gaiters and gear knobs, All indicator and light switches plus 
bezels, interior door handles, ash trays, foot pedal pads, hand brake covers, interior mirrors, dashes and printed circuits for late model speedos are available from stock.

Accessories, Wheels and Tyres 
Most accessories that owners request for their Minis are available:- books, T shirts/clothing, key rings, mouse mats, stickers, jewellery, tools, toys, videos, bolt-on accessories, oil and 
grease. We stock a range of popular alloy and steel wheels, studs, bolts and centre caps including our own Special Tuning range of the original looking Tech Del Minilites from the 1960s, as 
supplied to Leyland ST, and the new genuine 1990s specification Minilite wheels.  The Mini Spares Rose Petal wheel is made from our own tooling and specification as used by racers and top 
range road cars alike. We offer a full range of tyres such as:- Falken. Yokohama, Nankang and Dunlop R7. 
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The One Stop Shop for all your Mini Parts  
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All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of 
either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees. 

www.minispares.com
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Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are printing - check website for up-to-date prices.  All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

April magazine – 1st March
May magazine – 1st April
June magazine – 1st May

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Nigel Oates  
OTS Management Consulting & Setting Solutions Ltd 
Greenfield Lock, Christleton, Chester. CH3 5PN 
07765 235204 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
31 Smallhythe Road, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 7LH 
0747 7717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
jonathanvoss1994@gmail.com

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
0045 9133 3068 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
David Hucker  
Orchard Cottage, 12 Wimpstone, Stratford upon 
Avon, Warks, CV37 8NS 
07860 115481 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Jack Ward 
81 Tower Hill, Dover CT17 0AG 
07984 302894 
youth@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ray Cunningham
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Andy Harrison 
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
Bill Richards
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Nick Swift
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Mike Wood
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against 
a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means 
accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may 
be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the 
public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices 
of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Nigel Oates
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer  
the membership - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
You might think that in the first 

couple of months or so after the 
New Year, and because the weather 
is cold and the days are short, that 
there is not that much going on when 
it comes to the classic car scene. 
However, this is not entirely the case 
these days and there are, for those 
that need a classic car fix, events and 
shows being held now throughout the 
year albeit, of course, predominantly 
indoor ones. 

In fact, the club holds its own winter event at the end of January 
which has, remarkably, now been going for over thirty years and 
that is the MCR Bournemouth weekend. Although this is more 
of a ‘social’ weekend event, it does still include a run out in cars 
whatever the weather. However, this year it seems that the weather 
was kind to those who went along for the weekend and we have 
Josh Bromage’s article filling us in on the event in this month’s issue. 
Have a read of the article as it might inspire you to join in the fun 
next year – or you might want to arrange something like this in your 
own region!

Moving on, and as some of you may have clocked already, it is 
55 years since our honorary member, Paddy Hopkirk, won the 
Monte Carlo Rally outright for the first time in a Mini. Obviously 
this special anniversary will be celebrated along with that of the 
Mini’s 60th anniversary in events throughout the year. Hopefully, 
Paddy’s winning car 33 EJB will be seen out and about at some of 
these events too. Indeed, this was the case at the end of January 

when it made a star appearance in Banbury town centre, as part 
of a display of rally cars in recognition of the town having been 
a stopping point for the Monte Carlo Rally back in the day. Cliff 
Porter was there to witness the gathering and has written about it 
for you to read.

Staying on the theme of 33 EJB, and Guy Smith has sent me the 
first part of his two-part article specifically on this car. In his article, 
Guy has undertaken a forensic look at all the available photographic 
evidence of the car in order to establish, once and for all, that the 
car we see on display at the British Motor Museum is without doubt 
the very same one that Paddy drove to victory. It’s a fascinating read 
and, even if you are not particularly interested in the Works cars, I 
would still recommend that you read Guy’s article. I have to say that 
I am really looking forward to reading part two of Guy’s article in 
next month’s issue.

And finally…..stop press! 
CooperWorld has been 
nominated this year for the Best 
Car Club Magazine award in the 
National Car Club Awards 2019. 
We have been short list twice 
before now but not won the 
award - perhaps it will be third 
time lucky so fingers crossed!

Paul Sulma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2019

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Jacking Point Grommets Two Wheel Roof Racks to Works specification

Original Works unused Grill Mesh complete with new Radiator Muff and fittings

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm

Irvin full harness seat belt



The club’s social wheel spun into action at the end of January, 
when, once again, many of us descended on the Hinton Firs 

Hotel in Bournemouth, for what was a great social weekend. 
The club has been filling this hotel, at this January weekend, for 
probably well over thirty years; a few have attended nearly every 
one. This year we were all bedecked in black tie and posh frocks 
for the Saturday evening dinner and disco and a great time was had 
by all, despite this Hotel being rather tired around the edges. The 
company, good food and south coast surroundings, makes up for 
the Hotel’s short comings. No doubt we will all descend upon the 
Hinton Firs next year. You can read a report by Josh Bromwich later 
in CooperWorld, who once again organised the weekend for us with 
the help of his family. Thanks Josh.

Next month, as a curtain raiser for the many Mini 60 celebrations 
that will take place during the year, the Goodwood Members 

Meeting, to be held at this fabulous Sussex race circuit on 6th and 
7th April, is having a 60 Classic Mini race programme. Two races, 
each with thirty hard charging Classic Minis, all with very similar 
performance, will shoot it out for the thirty car race final. I think this 
will probably be one of the largest fields of racing Classic Minis ever 
assembled for many a year, and it is incredible to think that sixty 
years after the car first saw the light of day, that they are still very 
evident on the historic Mini racing and rallying scene. The industry 
preparing these cars is buoyant, as my recent visit to Swiftune 
recently to see the work being carried out there in preparation for 
Goodwood will testify. Long may it continue. If you’ve not been to 
Goodwood before, grab some tickets quick and treat yourself to 
what should be a great spectacle.

Finally, please note that advanced tickets sales are now open for 
our National Day at Beaulieu on 9th June. There is a large saving 

to be made by buying your tickets in advance. Tony Salter is also still 
looking for some willing helpers to assist him on the day - a free ticket 
and a lunch voucher await the willing volunteers. Oh yes, and it will be 
sunny. In closing, we still at the moment, have just a few places left for 
our Minis to Ireland run this September. All details in a full page advert 
that appears in this and previous copies of CooperWorld. See you at 
the AGM.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Our AGM is only a few weeks away; 
held this year once again at the 

Banbury House Hotel, the Best Western 
Hotel in Oxford Road, Banbury on March 
17th at 11am. This is your opportunity 
to come along and hear reports from 
the Committee members on the past 
year and plans for the future. It is also of 
course an opportunity to address any of 
your concerns relating to the club. This 
year has been yet another success for the 
club but without our Treasurer in post 
since October we have had a trying time 

of late. Ian Hitchman felt he had to stand down for family and work 
commitments and we were very fortunate to find Nigel Oates, who 
offered to come on board as our new Treasurer - but it’s been a steep 
learning curve. Our 2018 accounts have this year been compiled by 
external accountants, for the first time and it is hoped when they are 
presented, we are again in a comfortable financial position. Nigel will 
report fully at the AGM. 

One significant change for the club, going forward in 2019, is that as 
we have grown, our turnover has also increased and ever nearer the 
level by which we are compelled to register for VAT with HMRC. As I 
write, Nigel and the rest of the Committee are considering the impact 
that this will, or hopefully will not, have on your membership fee, which 
as I’ve stated many times before, only pays for your monthly copy of 
CooperWorld. The last thing we as a Committee would wish to do is 
have to increase your subscription because of the VAT. I’m afraid as we 
have grown and been more successful, this is one of the downsides! 
Hopefully, this will become clearer by the time of the AGM. Don’t 
forget, a light buffet lunch will be provided for all of you attending, so do 
make the effort to come and hear what we have to say. 

Still on Committee matters, sadly Lorraine Hampson felt she had to 
step down as our Public Relations Officer just after Christmas as she had 
to devote more time elsewhere. However, we have been very fortunate 
to have been able to appoint David Hucker as our new PR Officer. He 
comes very qualified for the position, being actively involved in sports 
journalism and I’m sure his experience and connections with the media 
will enable us to project an even better face to the press and social 
media. It only leaves me to thank Lorraine for her hard work over the 
last few years and wish her well. 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during January

NEW MEMBERS

Stuart & Nigel Hart, Usk, Monmouthshire

Roger Carpenter, Guildford, Surrey

Peter Boast, Royston, Herts

Christian Horner, Marston St Lawrence, Oxfordshire

Stuart Macmillan, Ashford, Kent

Derek Tyeson, Kilmacolm, Inverclyde

Allan & Mary Bull, Hamilton, Waikato, New Zealand

Martin Wager, Chobham, Surrey

Josef Reithinger, Newcastle, Tyne And Wear

Kent Thirley, Sawbridgeworth, Hertfordshire

Heather Nixon, Middlesbrough, North Yorkshire

Ian West, Saffron Walden, Essex

Margaret & Steven Wood, Sidcup, Kent

Lucy Hoole & George Channon, Bordon, Hampshire

Martin Bennett, Maidenhead, Berkshire

Sam Blyth, Battle, East Sussex

Dean Fowler, Woodstock, Oxon

Lee Jerrett & Jane Sweeney, Erith, Kent



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 

Trade Supporter
2019



Thank you to John Price for coordinating the Silverstone Classic on the 
26th-28th July, attendance is likely to be one day for further information 
contact John at john.price@anamec.co.uk
 
The Ham Sandwich Run for 2019 will be on Sunday 18th August, and 
registration is now open. It will be £30 per car including entry to the 
attraction visit for driver and navigator. We can promise some great 
roads and an interesting route in a slightly different part of Kent.

That’s all for now! 

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

Wow it’s going to be a busy year! 

This year’s Coopers at Castle Combe 
will be held on the 17th August at Castle 
Combe Race Circuit. Contact Graham 
Robinson but as always spaces on track 
will sell out fast! Ping Graham an email at: 
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

The club will once again attend the 2019 
Stanford Hall MiniFest on September 
15th. It will be on a first come first served 
basis for what will again be a marvellous 
midlands show. Contact Jerry Filor via 
email at jfilor@talktalk.net.

We have just a few tickets left for our members available at face value for 
the London to Brighton Run, email me for further details. Get in quick.

We will be holding a breakfast run in Kent on April 14th which includes 
a tulip run around the Kent countryside. The breakfast at the Airport 
Café is fantastic and we hope to have a rather interesting end point. 
Contact me to book on it. The cost will be £7 per car including rally 
plate, route book and the usual bits.

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key 

Bold = National MCR event or  
Club stand.

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance.

March 2019

Event: Club RAVERA 42nd Classic 
Date: 17th March 
Location: ARRAS, France 
Contact: daniel.guerin62@orange.fr

Event: Brooklands Mini Day 
Date: 24th March  
Location: Brooklands Museum Trust Ltd, 
Brooklands Road, Weybridge. KT13 0QN 
Contact: https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show 
Date: 22nd – 24th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April 2019

Event: Goodwood Members Meeting 
Date: 6th - 7th April 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.goodwood.com/
flagship-events/members-meeting/

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day 
Date: 14th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, 
Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

Event: Rotary Club of Croydon Classic Car Run 
Date: 28th April 
Location: Starting Denbies Wine Estate 
Contact: dhiraj@dsandco.com

May 2019

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: 3rd-4th-5th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: http://www.doningtonhistoric.com/

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: 5th May 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track 
day at Blyton Park Classic Mini’s.  
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.
co.uk/action-day.htm

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: 4-5th May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, 
Downton, Wilts 
Contact: To book for the show - Downton@live.
co.uk, and to book a space on the MCR Dorset 
Region stand - nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Event: Riveria Run 
Date: 3rd -6th May 
Location: St Austell, Cornwall 
Contact: http://www.cmcrivierarun.co.uk/

Event: Minis at the Quarry 
Date: 11th May 
Location: Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre 
Contact: http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/

Event: Himley Hall British Mini Day 
Date: 12th May  
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Mini at Home 
Date: TBC May 
Location: Mini Oxford 
Contact: TBC

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
Date: 18-19th May 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/ 
Club Contact: johnpparnell@talktalk.net

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 19th May 
Location: Brighton 
Contact: http://www.london-to-brighton.
co.uk/

June 2019

Event: The Vintage Nostalgia Festival 
Date: 31st May-2nd June 
Location: Stockton Park, Stockton, Wilts 
Contact: topham63@gmail.com

Event: National Mini Day Mini 60 – Mini 
Cooper Register 
Event: 9th June 
Location: Beaulieu Hampshire  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org



Mini Cooper Register | 11

Mini Cooper Register | 13

EVENTS

01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR

Trade Supporter
2019

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 23rd June 
Location: Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. 
Displays, traders, club stands, autojumble 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 15th-16th June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Really Retro Show 
Date: 23rd June 
Location: Seighford Airfield, Stafford. 
Contact: http://www.reallyretroshow.com/

July 2019

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 4th-7th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Brighton Mini Club – Minis on the Rec. 
Date: 14th July 
Location: Brighton 
Contact: clubs@brightonminiclub.co.uk

Event: Thames Valley Tour 
Date: 28th July 
Location: Thames Valley Region 
Contact: Terry schraider@btinternet.com

Event: Mini Festival 
Date: 20-21st July 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 26th -28th July  
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - john.price@anamec.co.uk

August 2019

Event: National Metro & Mini Show 
Date: 4th August 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.
co.uk/events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: Classic Car and MG Summer Picnic - 
MGB Register 
Date: 4th August 
Location: Millets Farm Centre 
Contact: www.mgb-register.org

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 2nd – 4th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: IMM Bristol 
Date: 8th – 12th August 
Location: Washingpool Farm, Main Rd, Easter 
Compton, Bristol BS35 5RE 
Contact: https://imm2019.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: 2nd August 
Location: Old Pawlett Road, Highbridge  
TA9 4HQ 
Contact: https://www.facebook.com/
events/1781012461919359/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 3rd-4th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car. 
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/
nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Mallory Park 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: 17th August 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: GRAHAM ROBINSON 
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region, contact Justin & Annie 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Diamond Mini Tour and Shelsley Walsh 
Mini Day 
Date: 25th August 
Location: Tour Start M42 J6 and Shelsley Walsh 
Hillclimb venue Worcestershire 
Contact: https://www.tuliprallytours.co.uk

Event: Minis at Goodwood - “An Italian Job in 
a day” 
Date: 25th August 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.minisatgoodwood.com/

September 2019

Event: Beaulieu International Autojumble 
Date: 7th-8th September 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 13th-15th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 14th-15th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: http://www.
manchesterclassiccarshow.com/

Event: Minis to Ireland 
Date: 20th – 27th September 
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 21st September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 15th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Mini Action Day 2018 
Date: 28th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro 
Date: 29th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2019 

November 2019 

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 8th -10th TBC November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

EVENTS
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The MCR’s National Mini Day at Beaulieu 
Sunday 9th June 2019

This year sees the 60th anniversary of the Mini. The MCR will be celebrating this milestone with a 
display of 60 Minis, including pickups, vans and estates from an early 1959 saloon right up to a 2019 
modern MINI model. The cars will be displayed in a way that will show the progression of 60 years 
of technology and design. 

As in 2018 the concours display will share space in the main arena this year. Last year was again 
a good year for concours entries with many of the classes full on the day, meaning our judges had 
a hard time deciding on the best turned out cars. But ultimately the winners of the prestigious 
trophies were found. Our classes were restructured a few years ago and now offer more of a chance 
to win some silverware or other prize. It is advisable to enter early to ensure that you receive a 
place.

As usual, there will be a good line up of the ever popular Ex-Works and Competition cars presented 
by Robert Young. Robert is confident that many ‘new to the scene’ cars will be on display this year. 
Giving their first hand view of the events of the past decades of the Mini in competition, will be 
many of the MCR’s honorary members, whose experiences span the years of the heyday of the Mini.

With a large number of specialist Mini traders and our unique trunk trading area, enthusiasts will be 
able to buy all those must haves for their Minis. The MCR’s show at Beaulieu has become The Show 
to find all those little bits and pieces to complete a restoration. 

Graham Robson, who has not only been a competition manager, but has written many books 
on cars of all marques, will interview our guests and give his view of the show from behind the 
microphone. 

The date for your diary is the 9th of June and the venue is The National Motor Museum at Beaulieu 
in Hampshire SO42 7ZN.

All Minis and MINIS are welcome.

The ticket line is now open as is the trade booking facility. Go to www.minicooper.org and then to 
the Beaulieu page for advance tickets, trade, concours and other contact information.

We look forward to seeing you there on the day.

Tony Salter

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.

Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers
This year’s date for the show is the 9th June 
and, as usual, I am in need of volunteers to 

help with marshalling. There are two shifts, one 
from 8:00am to 10:30am and the later one from 

10:30am to 1:00pm. 

As you can see I only need 2 ½ hours maximum 
of your time. In return I can offer a free entry 
ticket, a meal voucher and the opportunity to 

see many of the cars that come to our show. The 
remainder of the day is your own.

Please either call me on 02380 560073 (eves 
only) or email me on beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Helpers are essential to the running of our national 
day and your help is very much appreciated. 

If you are interested in

helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073

alternatively email me on

beaulieu@minicooper.org

Trade Stands
We are now taking bookings for Trade 
Stands for this year’s National Mini Day at 
the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, New 
Forest, Hampshire and we are pleased to say 
that the cost of stands is being held at last 
year’s level.

We are restricted on space for stands, so they will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
Early booking is therefore essential to ensure 
your place and booking must be made in advance 
as it will not possible to turn up on the day. Each 
5m x 5m trade stand will be £45 plus the cost of 
an entrance ticket per person attending. Please 
go to our website www.minicooper.org, follow 
the Beaulieu tab, to see the latest update on the 
trade stands and availability. 

 
Please email Peter Barratt  
at: email beaulieutrade@minicooper.org 

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 
website www.minicooper.org and email 

it to Tony Salter at:  
beaulieu@minicooper.org

If you do not have access to a computer
call Tony Salter on 02380 560073 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket.

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble. We will have an area 
reserved for private autojumbling from a 
non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket. 

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter at: beaulieu@minicooper.org



After the past great successes of Minis to Ireland the MCR will be returning to the fabulous roads of Ireland for the 2019 
run. After the first night in Wexford we will be heading west to Bantry Bay to drive the wonderful roads on the south west 
peninsulas. Then to Tullow in Co. Carlow to explore a new area for our Minis to Ireland trips. This is the planned itinerary. 
Mileage will hopefully be kept to a maximum of 200 miles per day. 

Friday 20th September - Depart Fishguard on the 1.10 pm sailing to Rosslare and travel a short distance to the 4 star 
Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy, Wexford. 

Saturday 21st September - Leave Enniscorthy and travel via a coastal tour taking in some Circuit of Ireland Rally stages to 
bring us to the Eccles Hotel at Glengarriff on Bantry Bay where we will stay for two nights.

Sunday 22nd September - A tour of the Beara Peninsula with Cod’s Head, Ardgroom and Kilmacillogue stages. Then on 
to the ring of Kerry. From the Skelligs (where Star Wars is filmed) and Portmagee we will then travel around Carragh Lake, 
Ballaghbeama, Moll’s Gap and The Tim Healy pass back to the Eccles Hotel. 

Monday 23rd September - Leave Bantry Bay and travel via the Cousane Gap to Crookstown. The Coachford stage will take 
us to Buttevant and Kanturk where we will drive the Glen of Aherlow to Cashel. We will follow the river Slaney to the Mount 
Wolseley Hotel, Spa and Golf Resort in Tullow Co. Carlow where we will spend three nights.

Tuesday 24th September - From the Mount Wolseley we will travel to the historic town of Thurles to the Slieve Felim 
Mountains. On the Silvermines drive we will go around the Arra Mountains to Killaloe and Lough Derg. After a scenic drive 
around Lough Derg we will then head for Roscrea which is one of the oldest towns in Ireland. Then back to Mount Wolseley.
 
Wednesday 25th September - From Mount Wolseley we travel to Blessington Lakes then around the Poulaphouca 
Reservoir heading north for Dunshaughlin and the Hill of Tara. This was the seat of the high kings of Ireland and the most 
ancient relic in the country. Via Slane and Kells, we will take the Curragh to Baltinglass and back to the Mount Wolseley. 

Thursday 26th September - Leaving Tullow we will drive the Aghavanna stage to Laragh and then over Wicklow Gap 
and via northern Sally Gap to Bray Head. We will then travel through the Vale of Avoca to Courtown and Castlebridge to The 
Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford for our last night. 

Friday 27th September - Leave Hotel at 6.30 am for Rosslare and the 8.00 am sailing to Fishguard.

The entry fee per car, for two people sharing a room, including return ferry crossing, seven nights accommodation in good 
quality hotels, with dinner and breakfast, plus light lunches, will be in the region of £1,650, but may be subject to exchange rate 
fluctuations. The entry is being restricted to 40 cars and holding deposits of £250 will be taken to secure an entry. Payment is by 
cheque or bank transfer with two further stage payments being required at the end of March 2019 and June 2019.

Entries opened on 1st December 2018 but there are still some places available. Contact the Secretary of the 
Meeting, Lesley Young, by email - membership@minicooper.org or phone 01580 763975 to request an application 
form and regulations. Entries will be allocated on receipt of completed application form and deposit on a first 
come basis. All entrants must be members of the Mini Cooper Register.

Minis to Ireland
20th September – 27th September 2019

16 | www.minicooper.org



Trade Supporter
2019



18 | www.minicooper.org18 | www.minicooper.org

Mini Cooper Register Annual General Meeting

Sunday 17th March 2019
 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Mini Cooper Register will take 
place at the Best Western Hotel Oxford Road Banbury Oxfordshire OX16 9AH. Directions can 
be found on www.bestwestern.co.uk.
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Please arrive at the Hotel for 10.45 a.m. 

The Meeting starts promptly at 11:00 a.m.

There will be a free buffet lunch for members after the AGM.

Nominations Wanted
The Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. The current Chairman should receive nominations of candidates 
for election to the Committee not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

All posts are open for nomination any member may apply.

All positions will all become vacant at the Annual General Meeting. Posts which you can be nominated for are Competition Secretary, 
Editor, Events Co-Ordinator, Public Relations, Regalia Secretary, Regional Organiser, Secretary and Treasurer. It is vital and urgent that 
someone volunteers for each position to allow the continued smooth running of the Club. Your Club needs you! 

Please contact Robert Young if you want to discuss any position.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be elected by ballot between the newly elected members at the next Committee meeting 
following this Annual General Meeting.

Please include the following in a nomination: Committee Post, the nominee’s name and club membership number, the proposer’s 
name and club membership number and signatures of both people. Please include your reasons for applying and detail any 
relevant qualities, experience and qualifications. This is your chance to make a difference to the running of the Club.

Agenda Proposals Wanted
Any member wishing to have an item included on the agenda of the meeting must submit it, in writing, to the current Chairman 
not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

The Submission needs to include the name and membership number of the person submitting the item a proposer’s name and 
membership number and the signatures of both people.

Note
Admission to the Annual General Meeting will be strictly limited to current members only. Please bring your membership card in 
order to gain admittance to the meeting.

The Committee does not recommend this meeting as a suitable place for children or pets.

Please address nominations and agenda proposals to:
Robert Young, MCR AGM, Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden, Kent. TN30 7NE

Nominations and agenda proposals to arrive no later than Monday 11th March 2019.



Mini Cooper Register | 19

Agreed Value

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm.
As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of  
Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Salvage Retention Rights

Choose your own specialist repairer

UK & European breakdown and accident recovery, 
including Homestart - worth over £100 when 
compared to other providers

The Carole Nash Difference

0800 083 6302
CALL NOW 

carolenash.com/classic-car

Adding class
to your journey
Well formed Mini Insurance

Official Sponsor
2019
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MCR Bournemouth weekend 2019
By Josh Bromage 

Well, another successful Bournemouth weekend 
was enjoyed by all. Everyone arrived safely for 

the weekend and with not too much of a delay despite 
the usual road works we have these days. There 
are an ever increasing number of people also taking 
advantage of the special rate being offered by the hotel 
and arriving a day early. In fact there were 27 people 
taking advantage of the offer this year. As always, the 
socialising began in earnest on the Friday evening after 
dinner and went on into the small hours for some. 
Nick, the manager from the Hinton Firs hotel, had 
kindly laid on extra entertainment for us which got a 
few onto the dance floor.

Saturday kicked off with the road run and visit, again, 
kindly and expertly pulled together by Alan Booth and 
this despite on his final checks, the need for a diversion 
to be worked out because of a closed road. As always, 
he managed to pull a route together which was most 
pleasant and with a good variety of animals present 
made for photo opportunities in the New Forest on 
route. This year’s visit was to Bucklers Hard followed 
by a stop off at Lymington on the way back to the hotel 
for those who wanted to join in. As Alan had arranged 
for a group discount in advance of our arrival there 
were 50 people who took part in the visit so it was 
well supported.

The weather was kind to us and we got back to 
the hotel all keen and eager for the quiz – thanks 
to David and Alison Chapman for running this 
for us and, with the assistance of Frank and Stella 
Willis, it went very smoothly and caused the usual 
hilarious comments as always. 5 teams took part 
and the winners were ‘Nelson’s Mates’, aka the 
Sussex Region, with the ‘Buspassers’ a close second. 
Nelson's Mates were steered by Captain Tully, ably 
assisted by First Mate Taylor. The Wooden Spooners 
were the ‘Late Comers’ (aptly named!). The quiz 
rounds included ‘Our favourite film’, ‘Famous 
Paddies and ‘Food for thought’. Then it was all off 
to our rooms to ready ourselves for the Saturday 
evening Gala dinner. Thanks go to all who purchased 
raffle tickets during the evening. Once dinner was 
out of the way everybody sat with tables full of 
tickets eagerly anticipating what prize they may take 
home with them. Thanks for all the prizes donated 
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…it was time to hit the dance floor with the disco to entertain us – 
some very energetic dancing and strange moves were quite evident!

“
”
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as we ended up with a good selection of them filling 
two large tables. And thanks to Julie, Sheila and 
Kim for so expertly keeping the handing out of the 
prizes flowing. Just over £300 was raised which will 
be going towards this year’s nominated charity The 
Primrose Hospice in Bromsgrove, Worcestershire. 
Following all this excitement it was time to hit the 
dance floor with the disco to entertain us – some 
very energetic dancing and strange moves were quite 
evident! 

Few sore heads round the breakfast table Sunday 
morning was soon cured by a hearty breakfast and 
a chance to take a stroll and get some sea air before 
(again the weather remained kind to us) Sunday lunch 
which is always a favourite before people head home.

Finally, I have managed to negotiate the same costs 
for next year and it was good to hear that already 
over 50% of people who attended this year have 
already pre-booked for next year before they left on 
Sunday. Plans are already underway and of course I 
must not forget to mention that next year the ‘theme’ 
for Saturday night will be Sci-Fi. So am looking 
forward to seeing your costumes! For those of you 
who have not yet pre-booked your room, or for 
those of you tempted to join in for 2020, the dates 
are 24th Jan to 26th Jan 2020 with the option to book 
extra nights. Please contact Nick at Hinton Firs Hotel 
on 01202 555409 and of course any queries/questions 
please call me on 07950 753299 or 07910 901462. 

Josh Bromage

Photos by Robert Young and Lyn Wood

EVENTS
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I am again offering my services to organise our usual brilliant 
stand at Stanford Hall on 15th September.

Once again it will be on a first come first served basis for what will 
be a marvellous Midlands show weather permitting.

Ticket prices have not yet been set but there will be a 
reduction for exhibitors.

Please contact me initially so that I can log who is interested 
and the Mini/MINI variant to expect.

I will then post out a pro-forma to fill out and return to me 
with a stamped addressed envelope along with a cheque made 
out to the MiniCooper Register. The fee will be set by The 
British Mini Club after 1st February.

My address is: Mr J Filor, 199 Grange Drive,Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire,LE13 1EL.
Phone number: 01664566614.  
Email: jfilor@talktalk.net

Sunday September 15th 2019 Stanford Hall Mini Fest

SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to 
renew your membership by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with 
your renewal notification, if you have not 

already signed up to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about 

renewing in the future as this will be 
done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but 
you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

MEMBERSHIP 
 DIRECT DEBITS
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Out and about in January with Rover RePorter
By Cliff Porter

A year of celebrations began in January, not just 60 years of Mini but 
70th birthday events for me!

My first Mini event of the New Year was when I was in London for 
lunch with a friend, and by chance stumbled across a driving tour 
of the London sights in a Rover Cooper Sport that was parked in St 
Martin’s Lane where I used to visit the Motor Book and Accessories 
shop. At the end of the month I did not feel 10 years older than the 
Mini but it happens! 

The Monte Carlo Rally has been a favourite event of mine from 
the early 1960s so it was great to brave the sub-zero temperatures 
and attend the Monte Carlo Historique and Classique Controle 
in Banbury on 31st January to see the five Glasgow starters pass 
through. The local Town Council, Oxford Motor Club and the local 
market organisers supported the event, which included static displays 
of classic cars too. I was wearing my Team Motorsport Mini Cooper 
Register anorak on the day!

All was not lost from a low number of competitors as the static displays 
and car clubs had many Minis on parade including 33 EJB, which had 
been brought along from Gaydon. I forgot to ask if it had been driven 
there but it was very clean and its minders were very protective of it. 
I was on a research mission as I had acquired a pair of H4s at the Mini 
Fair at Bingley Hall on Sunday 27th January and wanted to see how they 
were fitted in period and what better example than Paddy’s car. It was 
then that I then realised that his Monte win in the car was 55 years ago!

The Oxford region was well represented with a display of members’ 
cars and to make his day, Colin’s Woodage’s car was featured on 
Facebook with a picture of him crossing the Controle ramp.

Prodrive are of course local and had the WRC Mini on display very 
close to 33 EJB. There was also another red/white Mini with matching 
door square, and that was the David Brown Mini. I didn’t realise it 
was deseamed. Not to my taste but the rear lamps did appear to have 
Aston Martin roots and were similar to Paul McCartney’s Radford.

At the top of the square at the side of the departure route, in front 
of one of the major banks (yes there are still banks in Banbury), for 
competitors was the Oxford region display followed by Patrick Walker 
and his friends’ cars including the Jean Denton’s MGB marathon car.

A large display of enthusiasts’ cars filled the square and another street. 
The Berkeley cars attracted my attention as they had a red and white, 
4 wheeled model that appeared to have taken part in the 1959 Monte 
Carlo Rally. What was very interesting, well it was to me, was the lamp 
on the roof; I’m not quite sure when it would have been used though. 
They were operated from inside the car. 33 EJB had a Lucas 700 and 
Gordon Wilkin’s Mini had a 576 like Paddy’s replica of 33 EJB. As a 
schoolboy I fancied the 3 wheel version of the Berkley as it looked a 
bit safer than a Reliant since it had 2 wheels at the front and could be 
driven on a 16 year old’s driving license.

I think there were more people there this year with many 
enthusiasts dressed in warm clothes to keep warm on a cold day. 
I even had a chat with a chap who told me of his time working in 
the Competition Department and what he had observed! Local 
shoppers showed little interest in the event but the local coffee 
shops were taking “loads o’ money.”

So much for not writing any more articles, and who keeps New 
Year resolutions anyway? However, I am defiantly retiring as regional 
organiser of the Warwickshire region at the AGM and would like to 
identify my successor soon. So please contact me if you would like to 
know what is involved.

Remember to support the Mini and Metro Show on the 4th August 
at The British Museum Gaydon and apply for tickets online. Click on 
‘enter your car details’ on the booking form and quote Mini Cooper 

Twin rally Minis

Patrick ‘Del Boy” Walker

David Brown Mini



Register in the club section and let’s see if we can get 60 members’ cars 
at the event. Don’t forget camping is available and if you are travelling 
south for the IMM near Bristol, that is the following weekend and the 
Club has big plans for a presence there too – you know it makes sense 
to attend both events. So why not take a break from work and make a 
holiday of it, especially if you live north of the M4?

In March I am looking forward to attending the AGM and also the 
Practical Classics NEC Restoration show.

Stop press! 

Jim Partridge, a member of the Warwickshire region, was busy at the 
Mini Fair promoting an event starting from the Motorcycle Museum 
near the NEC and following a road book to finish at a Shelsley Walsh 
Mini 60 event on Sunday 25th August. For further details check out the 
event website Tuliprallytours.co.uk

Cliff Porter
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Prodrive WRC MINI

Red & white 
Berkeley 1959 MonteThe Walker collection

Oxford region display



33 EJB and all that – part one
By Guy Smith 

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

I have had the ‘Works Mini’ disease for more years than I care to 
mention, having long been fascinated by the incredible achievements 

of the BMC Competitions Department Team, whose winning 
performance far outlasted the actual competitiveness of the Mini itself. 

It seems that the ‘will to win’ collectively (probably bolstered by the 
1966 Monte lighting fiasco) became a far more important factor than 
sheer horsepower, with results being achieved due to team work, 
professionalism, detailed preparation, and full support for the drivers 
and navigators.

We are extremely lucky that, due to good fortune and a little foresight 
by BMC, we have been left with all three Monte winners (not including 
the 1966 disqualified car of course!) still in existence at the British 
Motor Museum in Gaydon. Paddy’s 1964 Monte winner, 33 EJB has 
to be, in my opinion, possibly the greatest and most famous Mini in 
existence and is almost certainly the most valuable of all. 

I have studied Works Minis, both good and bad, since my teens and 
some internet discussion recently made me realise that, perhaps, I 
should put pen to paper with regard to 33 EJB and speak out about 
its authenticity. In my view a car as significant and valuable as this one 
to the nation should not have unfounded and un-researched rumours 
circulating about its authenticity if they have no basis in fact. But, as with 
many old competition cars in particular, it has a story, and in later years 
the rumours that the car is somehow not original seems to be gaining 
popularity which greatly saddens me. 

It’s a little bit like the Moon landings, once the rumour was spread that 
the Americans never went to the Moon, there will now always be a 

percentage of people who choose to believe it’s all a cover up, despite 
the forensic examination of the Moon rocks that were brought back 
from the Moon proving entirely the opposite!

With over 35 odd years of my research and, as I have had an 
interest in this car since the 1980s, I am totally convinced that the 
car is correct, but it is one thing to believe it, and another entirely 
to prove it. So, I have set out to prove my opinion, and dispel the 
rumours categorically once and for all with a forensic examination 
of the facts.

The rumours

There are two principle rumours with regard to 33 EJB. One is less 
of a rumour and would appear to be based in fact, and that is that 
the car was stolen and recovered with light damage to it possibly 
gained in the process of being stolen. The details, however, have 
been lost in the mists of time. One issue which only adds to the 
possible confusion is that BMC had ‘mocked up’ some other Works 
Minis at the time as 33 EJB look-a-likes post the Monte, and it is 
quite difficult to be certain after all this time, which cars these 
happened to be. Indeed, a Motorsport article points to 33 EJB being 
another car entirely.

The second rumour is that it was written off by a Belgian motoring 
journalist and that the car you see today is not 33 EJB, but is either 
one of the other Monte cars, or it had been re-shelled. As I write I 
have zero evidence that this actually happened or, as to which car it 
could allegedly have been. In which case, it is my view that this is just 
an unsubstantiated rumour.

…Paddy’s 1964 Monte winner, 33 EJB has to be, in my opinion, 
possibly the greatest and most famous Mini in existence and is 

almost certainly the most valuable of all…

“
”
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33 EJB, just post winning the 1964 Monte  
(because of the Monaco stickers in the back window)
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So, having spent many years researching this car, I believe I can prove 
beyond reasonable doubt through a forensic approach, that the car in 
the British Motor Museum is most definitely the original surviving 1964 
33 EJB Monte winning car.

Firstly, tackling the notion that 33 EJB was re-shelled with a new 
body I believe to be most unlikely. The ‘64 Monte cars were uniquely 
modified in the boot/back seat area, by ‘letting in’ part of an oil 
drum. This in my opinion this would never have been cost effective 
to replicate in a shell swap for a display car. I think BMC had better 
things to do at the time. 

So, in my view, if it were true, it would be far more likely to be another 
1964 Monte car presented as 33 EJB. But as we all know, no two 
Works Minis were ever the same. Thus, I have also set out to research 
the other cars on the event and thus rule out each one in turn. This 
has encompassed tracing the details and fates of the other possible 
candidate cars.

OK, perhaps a little background first. Immediately after the 1964 
Monte, BMC were somewhat taken by surprise at the public interest in 
Paddy’s win, and they were inundated with requests to display the car 
which continues to this day it seems.

They had entered a total of six superficially similar cars for the Monte 
Carlo, namely 33 EJB (Hopkirk), 569 FMO (Aaltonen), 570 FMO 
(Makinen), 477 BBL (Raymond Baxter), 18 CRX (Thompson) and 277 EBL 
(Pauline Mayman). However, they differed quite considerably in build, some 
cars being new, and others were re-preparations of used vehicles.

BMC therefore had a surplus of red and white Works cars available 
post the event, and it was simplicity itself to duplicate the registration 
number plates, in order to meet the many demands of showrooms 
and media requests of all kinds. No doubt the ‘real’ car was reserved 
for the more prominent occasions. We know that 33 EJB was on the 
stage at the London Palladium, then at the 1964 Racing Car Show 
immediately after the event, the Geneva Motor Show, and the Belgian 
Motor Show later in the year. It is the Racing Car Show, which has 
become important in this, because it was on display so quickly after 
the car’s return to the UK.

From my research, it appears that actually only two cars were mocked 
up post event making three 33 EJB display cars available, and these 
were 569 FMO and 477 BBL in additional to the real car. On careful 
inspection of the roof lamp positions, and other distinguishing items, 
like seat belt mounts on the rear quarter, it can be proved that all three 
cars differ slightly.

On studying the pictures taken at the time, it would appear that 477 
BBL’s rebuild was somewhat of a half-hearted affair, in that 477 BBL was 
built for the event from what appears to be a red 850 Mini. It is easy 
to spot with its red seats and lack of Cooper trim round the doors. It 
appears that even BMC cut costs where necessary! 

569 FMO however was a different case. It was Aaltonen’s full blown 
spec car, and therefore differed very little from Paddy’s car in general 

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

Copy of Motoring News front page headlining with Paddy’s Monte Win

Oil drum modifications in the boot of 33 EJB 
so that more spare wheels could be carried
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appearance. But to the informed viewer, there are significant detail 
differences which are apparent. FMO’s biggest outing masquerading as 
33 EJB was for the Pathe News filming on an unknown airfield, where 
Paddy drove FMO around the airfield with obvious skill; throwing the 
car around and kicking up a lot of dirt in order to create a spectacle.

If you look carefully at the film, it is easily recognisable as 569 FMO, as it 
has an entirely different roof lamp location, much further forward than 
33 EJB’s, and offset towards the nearside. It also exhibits a GB plate 
with a white background, whereas 33 EJB had just white GB letters. 
In the film, it has had cardboard number plates put over its real ones, 
secured by two small wing nuts. At the beginning of the sequence, they 
got them the wrong way round, and so it is seen driving around with 
the number plate EJB 33!

So we know without doubt from this film that 569 FMO was 
masquerading as Paddy’s car for the press. However, I have not found 
any evidence whatsoever that Makinen’s car, 570 FMO, was similarly 
converted. Indeed, it was actually used shortly afte the 1964 Monte as 
a recce car for the 1964 Alpine Rally, and then again in August on the 
Liege Rally.

It is fortunate that Motorsport ran an article in their March 1964 
issue about this filming session but it is clear from it that confusion 
reined even then. The narrative explains how, initially, they took 
the wrong car and thus the road test and photos had to be done 
again with the right one. They thought they had taken Makinen’s 
car which they said had been stolen and over revved as the first car 
they tested (569 FMO), but in fact that car was Aaltonen’s. So the 
plot thickens.

But the up side of all of this is that it left us with a duplicated set 
of photos in the Motorsport picture library in glorious detail: one 
clearly of 569 FMO, and the other correctly identified as 33 EJB. The 
surviving British Motor Museum car matches the 33 EJB photographed 
exactly in every detail.

569 FMO is different to the surviving car in many details: electrically 
it is different under the bonnet; it has subtle dash panel differences; 
crucially it is without a fuse box on the left under the dash rail. The 
more you look at the differences, the easier it becomes to be able to 
tell them apart.

So, I like to deal in facts, not rumour or hearsay. Memories are 
seldom good enough to prove anything of consequence. The only 
absolute proof after all these years lies in photographs. However, 
despite having all this circumstantial evidence that it is the correct 
car, I have subsequently set out to prove this with photographs and 
to research the actual 33 EJB 33 in detail. This I shall cover in part 2 
of my article in next month’s issue of CooperWorld.

Guy Smith

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

569 FMO look-a-like with the number plate the 
wrong way round. Note the roof lamp is off centre
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Authorised and regulated by the FCA

01455 639 000
classiclineinsurance.co.uk

Mini Insurance

classicline*
INSURANCE

Agreed Value Cover

MCR Member Discount

Free Salvage Rights

Young Driver Facility

UK & EU Breakdown Cover 

Motor Legal Expenses Cover

European Cover

Multi-Vehicle Policies 

LEGENDARY SW CAMSHAFTS
EXCLUSIVE TO SWIFTUNE 

Find out how to be in with a chance of winning at 
www.swiftune.com/about-us/golden-ticket/
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Interview with Jeff May
By Peter Barker 

…Team Broadspeed proper came about in 1963. We all pooled our cars, 
changing cars every race so that no one had an unfair advantage…

“
”

One of the founders of racing outfit Team Broadspeed along 
with Ralph Broad, was Jeff May who went on to become 

a Steward for the RAC Motorsports Agency. But he was always 
an amateur enthusiast at heart. I interviewed Jeff in 2000 for 
MiniWorld magazine.

‘Back in 1961 Ralph Broad and I were both members of the 
SUNBAC Car Club and the 432 Motor Club. We both grew up in 
the Birmingham area and being motorsport enthusiasts we met 
through the sport. I entered an event called the Evening Trial 
in that year – a type of rally through the lanes of Warwickshire 
and was equal first with Ralph, so the organisers awarded us the 
trophy jointly. SUNBAC cut it down the middle, and I’ve still got 
my half.

Prescott hillclimb was a place I kept going back to. I had actually 
led the 1957 RAC Rally in a Standard 10 for a short time and as 
Prescott was one of the tests that I knew so well, I beat the Works 
boys, including Paddy Hopkirk, by 10 seconds there. They all came 
over to look at my car after the climb trying to see what I’d done 
to it.

We didn’t immediately form Team Broadspeed as initially Ralph 
asked me to drive cars in events entered in his name. I used my 
Mini which Ralph prepared in his garage on the Stratford Road in 
Birmingham. At first we entered all kinds of motorsport events: 
trials, hillclimbs, races and sprints with both Ralph and I driving 
our own cars. Once at Prescott – a course we both knew well – 
he was being beaten hands down by a Mini entered by Downton 
Engineering. Ralph couldn’t understand why it went so much faster 
than our cars. So he walked over to the Downton Mini in the 
paddock and opened the bonnet. Well, Bunty Richmond just went 
berserk and gave him the full benefit of her famous temper! Ralph 

didn’t get to see much of the engine but he was impressed by Daniel 
Richmond’s abilities nevertheless.

I got to know John Fitzpatrick around that time. He had a Mini 
which needed to be pushed to start it in the mornings, and on my 
way to work I would see him pushing his car up the road. Clearly, 
I had to stop and help and that’s how I met the man who was to 
become one of Broadspeed’s top drivers. I persuaded him to take 
his Mini to Ralph for a proper engine tune-up and enter a few 
events, but John initially insisted on preparing the rest of the car 
himself. Eventually, Ralph ended up preparing the entire car and 
entering it in his name too. Also on the Midlands motorsport scene 
at that time was John Handley, although he was more into rallying 
at first. Along with a chap called Peter Tempest, the two Johns and 
I did a deal with Ralph whereby we provided our cars, he prepared 
them and we all went racing to promote his growing tuning 
business. We entered every race we could during 1961 and 1962 
and started to make a name for ourselves.

Team Broadspeed proper came about in 1963. We all pooled 
our cars, changing cars every race so that no one had an unfair 
advantage. The drivers put a bit of money into a kitty each week to 
help with the cost of entering races. Ralph then prepared the cars 
and entered them under the new ‘Team Broadspeed’ banner. The 
famous maroon and silver colour scheme also dates from this time. 
It really was very democratic. Whoever was getting the points had 
the pick of the cars and the other drivers would defer to him. John 
Fitzpatrick had a good year in 1963 and ended up being poached by 
our rivals at the end of the season.

As time went on the costs of motorsport quickly got away from us. The 
driver’s contributions became less and less significant as Ralph footed 
the bill to a large extent. Remember though that Ralph was starting 
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Jeff at full throttle in his race car
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A family run business with over 40 years experience.

Whether you are looking to buy a Mini, sell a Mini or have 
your existing one serviced, repaired or restored. Cambridge 
Miniworks has it covered!

ABOUT CAMBRIDGE MINIWORKS

Cambridge Miniworks is passionate about keeping the icon alive. The 
Mini is a big part of our heritage, and we live and breathe this classic 
little car every day. We love seeing cars and their owners, coming from 
all walks of life. It’s been our driving force, and what’s enabled us to 
work with this classic car for more than 40 years.

WHAT WE DO?

Keeping Minis on the road. Building long-term relationships, across the 
UK and around the world. Giving honest, impartial advice and opinion, 
from over 40 years experience.

At Cambridge Miniworks, we strive to build long-term relationships 
with classic Mini owners across the UK, and around the world, and 
our business is build on recommendations from happy customers. 
Our showroom and workshop in Cambridge is equipped as the UK’s 
premier location for every aspect of keeping your Mini on the road, 
and we give honest, impartial advice and opinion. Get in touch with us 
today and see how we can help you.

Below is a small selection of our cars, please visit www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk to see more.

01223 841141

CAMBRIDGE
MINIWORKS

11 High Green, Great Shelford, Cambridgeshire, CB22 5EG   T: +44(0) 1223 841141   E: blake@mworks.co.uk   W: www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk

to make a name for himself as a Mini tuner and a good deal of work 
came his way as a result of our success in racing. So it wasn’t that unfair. 
Also Broadspeed tuning kits for the Mini were available through BMC 
dealers for a while.

Once we started to have some success Stuart Turner got interested 
and Ralph and I would go to Abingdon to pick up the latest trick 
bits that only the Works Cooper Car Co. were supposed to have. 
I recall being given aluminum flywheels to fit to the cars which we 
did and no questions were ever asked. Stuart was very clever; he 
quietly supported any successful Mini team to ensure that a Mini won 
races even if the Works boys failed. Things got a bit more serious 
from 1964 though. Once again, we started the year as a team of four 
drivers with Ralph himself taking the place of John Fitzpatrick. We 
ventured abroad to Europe where we took on Ken Tyrrell’s Works 
Mini team as well as the Anglias, Imps and Fiat Abarths that were the 
‘real’ enemy. Abarth in particular was a wily old fellow. We learned a 
few tricks from him. In the 1000cc race he would enter a 1300cc car, 
let it tow the 1000cc car around for a few laps and then retire it well 
before the end of the race thus giving the 1000cc car a fantastic start. 
Abarth was so impressed with our performance that he actually came 
to London and tried to persuade us to run Fiats for him, but this didn’t 
come to anything.

We began to beat the Cooper/Tyrrell team on a regular basis. We 
were never anti-Cooper but Ralph did want to prove the point that 
he was capable of doing as well as them, if not better, on occasions. I 
actually entered my road going Broadspeed tuned Morris 1300 which 
we used as a tow car, in a race at Budapest. Anything to make up the 
class so that we could get maximum points. 1965 was our best year 
with the Minis. John Fitzpatrick rejoined the Broadspeed team and 
he and John Handley had a really good year. We won our class in the 
Guards Six Hour race at Brands Hatch and John Handley won the 
1300cc class of the British Touring Car Championship. Ralph and I had 
retired from driving by this stage and I was acting as Team Manager 
while he concentrated on car preparation. We were still running as 
basically an amateur club team with no major sponsorship, and we all 
paid our own expenses even on trips abroad. We towed our cars to 

races using an Austin Cambridge unlike the Cooper boys who had a 
proper race car transporter. The difference between the two teams 
was pretty clear in that respect.

Ralph felt that he wasn’t getting the recognition he deserved from BMC 
so at the end of 1965 he packed up Minis and moved to Ford for 1966. 
Although he had done a lot of development work on his Minis it never 
really fed back to BMC as he was very keen to keep any advantage to 
himself. Whatever the reasons Cooper kept the BMC contract and 
Broadspeed changed sides at the end of ’65.

I continued as Team Manager into 1966 but we had a horrendous 
accident which really made me look seriously at my future with 
the team. Ford Works driver, Peter Proctor, was on loan to us 
and was driving a Broadspeed Anglia at Goodwood when he was 
hit by another car. The Anglia somersaulted and caught fire. Peter 
managed to climb out of the flaming car but he was badly burned 
and nearly died that night. I had him flown to the burns unit at East 
Grinstead hospital where he underwent over 100 operations. I left 
the team soon after that. 

Broadspeed continued racing other makes of car until it went into 
receivership in the 1970s. Ralph emigrated to Portugal where he ran 
a company with his son making wood burning stoves. I continued to 
officiate (as a Steward) at all kinds of motorsport events from drag-
racing to superbikes and land speed records. My role was to ensure 
that the rules were followed and to settle disputes before they got to 
court. I am very proud to have been actively involved in motorsport at 
a high level, but I hope that I am humble enough to remember that I am 
still a clubman at heart’

Jeff passed away sometime after this interview was recorded but I 
was privileged to spend a few hours in his company listening to his 
wonderful reminiscences of Broadspeed’s Mini racing days.

© Peter Barker 2019 
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Competition SecretaryYouth Co-ordinator
By Peter BarkerBy Jack Ward 
MCR events using public roads in the UK

Any motoring event organized by the MCR as a motor club 
recognised by Motorsports UK, and which use public roads 

needs to have appropriate authorisation. This authorisation is 
handled by Motosports UK and is not hard to gain.

For road runs and similar events which have a prescribed route 
and during which entrants may be asked to answer questions about 
the route as a way of checking that they have actually driven the 
course, can be covered by applying for what is called a Certificate of 
Exemptionx. This certificate gives the organisers permission to run 
their event during a particular time and in a particular area of Great 
Britain and costs just £26 this year 2019.

You have to apply to Motorsports UK in good time (at least one 
month before you run your event) using the form which can be 
found on their following website:
https://www.motorsportuk.org/assets/
organisingpermitapplicationformeditable.pdf

You may also have to contact your local Route Liason Officer to 
ensure that your route does not clash with other events running 
through the same area on the same day.

We are bound by law to get this authorisation, and it applies to any 
and every MCR region or, indeed, the central MCR. So please take 
your duties as an event organiser seriously and get authorised!

Peter Barker
Competitions Secretary

As Youth Co-ordinator I am continuing where Sarah Voss left off. 
Sarah’s Off-Peak Run has become a huge success in the 2 years it 

has run, so let’s continue that and make 2019 a huge success also!

This year’s Off-Peak run will take place in the Brecon Beacons and 
surrounding areas.

Entry is only £150 which includes a one night hotel stay, breakfast, 
dinner and an attraction on the 2nd day. This entry fee is based on a 
two person crew.

We would love to see some new faces and families this year. These 
events are for all ages.

We have increased the number of cars that can participate on the 
event this year to 30.

If you are interested and want more information please contact me on 
Youth@minicooper.org

I look forward to seeing you all this year.

Jack Ward 
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Ex -Works 850 Minis 

I have to say that Robert Young has outdone himself with his feature 
on the Works 850 Minis. What a fantastic story which I presume 
he pulled together from multiple sources. I always enjoy reading 
Robert’s section in the magazine, but this time it was an absolute joy 
to read. Thank you so much for all the effort you put into this. 

Derek Smyth 

LETTERS

Car Registrar 
By Peter Barratt

classic car
insurance

visit: www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk
email: info@classiccarinsurance.co.uk

01376 574000
call now for an instant quote

Policy benefits may include:
• Free agreed valuations
• Roadside assistance and recovery within 

UK/EU
• Limited mileage options
• Discounts for multiple car ownership
• Club member discounts

 PBIS specialises in classic car insurance, 
as well as insurance for other collectable 
classic vehicles. As a company built on 
passion, we strive to deliver exemplary 
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Changes to the MCR Car Registration Database

The Car Registration Database is to be changed with effect 
from the 1st March. It will be moved from the Membership 

System that runs on our publisher’s computer at Lavenham 
Press, to the existing MCR Website. The new database has been 
developed by our Webmaster to conform to GDPR (General 
Data Protection Regulations).

Unlike the existing database, the owner would be linked to their 
car, rather than vice versa. In this way the car will have the history 
that the owner/s attributes to it, even if the owner/s leaves the 
club. Only the owners’ names and membership numbers will be 
retained. Access to current and past owners’ details will be made 
available with the owner’s permission. The owners will be privately 
emailed (blind email) and asked if they wish to make contact.

The current car database will be transferred to the new system from 
the 1st March. All information and car photos will be transferred.

Members will need to access the MCR website. Many members 
will have already registered and accessed the MCR website when 
viewing the Forum, Club Shop, Events, and Membership. The 
new system is accessed via the Membership button, and then the 
‘My Cars’ button.

Once registered and logged in, members can add their cars, view 
their existing cars, change the details and add photos. If a member 
sells a car, they can flag it as ‘Sold’ with an option to add details 
of the sale. Should another member then purchase the car, the 
system will identify the sold car by the Registration Number, ask 
for confirmation if it is the same car, and then have the new owner 
attributed to it. The new owner may then change or add more 
details on the car and, as an option, state details of the purchase.

Members can only view their cars, both currently owned and sold.

The Registrars will only have access to the cars in their Register. 
They can view all the details and photos of the cars, but only 
the member’s number and name. Should a Registrar want more 
information about a car and/or member, then the Registrar can 
send a ‘blind’ email to the member asking for them to return 
the contact, should they so wish. The Car Registrar, currently 
me, will have access to all the Car Registers, but not members’ 
details. Again, I will be able to request contact by using the ‘blind’ 
email. Should the system not know a member’s email address, 
then the Registrar will have to ask the Membership Secretary to 
make contact with the owner. 

The Car Registrar can add cars, amend car details, allocate cars 
to a relevant register and delete cars, if requested by the owner. 

Peter Barratt
MCR Car Registrar
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We are really pleased to say that we have now firmed up plans for this 
event with the National Motor Museum and can give you details on 
what’s in store, if you would like to be part of the special Mini 60 display. 

Beaulieu’s Spring Autojumble is also celebrating its 25th anniversary, 
so it will be a double celebration as we mark 60 years since the 
launch of the first Mini in 1959. 

In response to our first invitation in recent issues of CooperWorld, 
over 20 members have already got in touch to say they would like to be 
involved – and we would ideally like to get up to a display of 60 cars to 
mark the 60th anniversary over the two-day event. It would be great if 
we could put on a display of the full spectrum of production cars from 
veterans to the last rover Coopers of 2000 – and everything in between. 

We are therefore recruiting more owners who would like take part 
and all participating owners will receive two free entry passes per car, 
which will give free access to Beaulieu’s Spring Autojumble on both 
the Saturday and Sunday.

For those who want to make a weekend of it, we will be allocated 
space for camping and caravanning. We are also looking at using the 
ancient Domus building in the grounds of Beaulieu Abbey, where we 
could arrange for lunch or afternoon tea to be served. There are also 
other good catering facilities on site and we could arrange evening 
catering in the Brabazon Restaurant. There will be free entertainment 

on the Saturday evening, as well as a Happy Hour. Excellent shower, 
toilet and baby changing facilities are also provided on site.

You would also be free to scour Spring Autojumble’s 1,000+ stands for 
classic car parts, motoring literature and automobilia bargains across the 
weekend. There is always a wide selection of cars for sale in Automart, 
which is a great opportunity if you would like to sell a car. Please contact 
us if you would like more details. On the Sunday, there are added 
features of the popular Trunk Traders, which is a treasure trove for 
surplus spares, tools and books, as well as Land Rover Rummage. 

Your complimentary access would include entry to the whole of the 
Beaulieu attraction, which includes admission to the National Motor 
Museum, World of Top Gear, On Screen Cars, the ancestral Montagu 
home of Palace House, 13th century Beaulieu Abbey and the grounds 
and gardens. It is also set in beautiful surroundings in the heart of the 
New Forest National Park. 

If all this has whetted your appetite to get involved, then please email 
us at minisixty2019@talktalk.net and include details of your car 
(along with a photo), your name and contact details, including your 
address, which day you want to attend (Sat/ Sun/ both days), plus 
any camping, caravanning or motorhome requirements if you are 
planning an overnight stay. 

We look forward to hearing from you.

Mini 60 at 
Beaulieu’s Spring 

Autojumble 18th & 
19th May 2019
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Rauno Aaltonen’s new rally car

It may be remembered that Rauno 
Aaltonen entered the 2017 Monte 
Carlo Historique as a celebration of his 
winning the rally in 1967 with LBL 6D. 
This venture was supported by BMW 
Classic and the car supplied and built by 
Söderqvist Racing Services (SRS) based 
in Sweden. Well, they have built a new 
car for Rauno to use this year, starting 
with the Historic Swedish Rally, which 
will have taken place mid February. 
There are other events planned during 
the year, including a spot of ice racing 
I’m told and culminating in an attempt 

on the 2020 Monte Carlo Historique. 

The new car mimics the Mk2 Cooper S that Rauno used on the 
1968 Monte Carlo Rally, that being ORX 7F where he and Henry 
Liddon had to settle for 3rd place behind the two very fast Works 
Porsche 911Ss. This was, in truth, the end on the Mini's dominance 
in European rallying – even so, as we all know, the Mini has never 
disappeared and is still a force to be reckoned with on suitable events 
in the right hands. The Monte Historic has also never had a Mini 
winner but perhaps 2020 may see that change!

The build of the car is however, subject to modern safety 
requirements and, because of that, is not a true replica of ORX 7F 
but is as close as practical. Nevertheless, a close examination from 
period photos of the car and those taken of ORX 7F when Paul 
Lips had the car featured by MiniWorld, were useful sources of 
information in the build. To help speed the build along, Phil Anning 
of Anning's Race and Restoration (ARR) was enlisted for his help. 
This involved a couple of trips over to Sweden to fit up the car. The 
first visit saw the painted bodyshell still awaiting subframes and the 
running gear to be assembled. It was a busy week which saw these 
installed along with the pedal box, master cylinders and all plumbing 
installed. For ease, a new standard Cooper S wiring loom was fitted 
and adapted to suit. To wire the car from scratch, as all the Works 
cars were, is a very time consuming job. 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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The engine and gearbox parts were sourced from Söderqvist's 
vast stock of new and used original parts and Mini Spares 
supplied the remaining missing parts needed. But the engine was 
yet to be installed and run. This was to wait for Philip Anning’s 
second flying visit to Sweden where the engine was installed and 
the remaining additional rally equipment and Works pattern parts 
fitted, some of which were supplied by Mini Sport. Then the 
magic moment arrived when the fresh engine fired up. It ran well 
and with the cylinder head again tightened down, the car headed 
for its set-up tune and a run up on the rolling road. In short 
order, the engine showed a healthy 105bhp and 95ftlb of torque 
– this from a 1293cc engine running a Swiftune SW10 camshaft, 
standard Cooper S rockers and a sensible 11:1 compression 
ratio. At the present moment, the engine is running on twin SU 
H4 carburettors but Kelvin Sparrowhawk is putting together 
a set of split Webers – the first set he has built for a left hand 
drive car, which are quite different, as they have to have their 
orientation changed to clear the master cylinders. So those will 
be interesting to see.

All that remained was fabricating and fitting of an auxiliary wiring 
loom that was needed to run all of the extra equipment, such 
as lights, navigation equipment, dashboards and gauges etc. The 
doors were fitted up and glass and heated screen installed. The 
car was now ready for Rauno to inspect and get it just as he liked. 
He and his experienced co-driver Hans Sylvan spent the next day 

At the finish of Monte 2017 with Stig Blomqvist at the back with 
Phil Anning of ARR and Christoph Gontard of BMW Classic in the 
centre and Rauno Aaltonen and Hans Sylva to the right

The freshly painted bare bodyshell awaiting building up

New subframe built up and in place
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adjusting and settling on seat and seat belt fixings plus the placing 
on the navigation equipment. Once ‘signed off ’ by Rauno, the car 
was dully taken for the Swedish MOT and then followed the FIA 
inspection to enable it to be given its necessary HTP paper – all of 
which went without a hitch. All that now remains is the fitting of 
the correct wheels and tyres and some good solid testing prior to 
its first competitive event on the Swedish Rally. More news of that 
next month. The team is however, still looking for a major sponsor 
to fund the project. 

Beaulieu and IMM

This year, being the Mini's 60th Anniversary, there are bound to 
be various celebrations up and down the country and there are 
two major events that will give opportunities for this register to 
be part of. The first is our National Day at Beaulieu on 9th June 
when we will once again have a major display of Ex-Works and 
Competition cars from this register. This display of ours is for 

many the high spot of their visit to Beaulieu and with some of the 
Competition Department veterans always in attendance; it’s a 
great meeting place for all of us with the same interest in these 
fabulous cars. So to avoid me chasing around in the weeks leading 
up to Beaulieu, I would really appreciate if you wish to display a 
car on our keynote display to please get in touch and let me know 
as soon as possible. Do it now - by phone or email – snail mail 
even! As always, one free ticket will be provided. I already know 
of one very interesting car that will be on display, which we’ve 
not seen before and that should get the Ex-Works police tongues 
wagging on their anti-social media! 

The second large display that we have been asked to take part 
on is of course Mini60 IMM to be held in Bristol between the 8th 
and 12th August. Mini Sport, one of our generous MCR sponsors 
is planning to have a large presence there to showcase the 
cooperation between us. They wish to have a display of Works 
cars and intend to invite as many of the Competition Department 
veterans who wish to come along and they even plan a forum to 
entertain people and of course Paddy Hopkirk will be there in 
his capacity as a Mini Sport ambassador and indeed one of our 
honorary members. Mini Sport are however well aware that 
most of us won’t be too keen to park our cars there overnight, 
despite the promised security from the organisers, so this display 
will only be required for the Sunday the 11th August. So that 
Mini Sport can gauge the size and number to cater for, I would 
once again ask that you contact me to register your willingness 
to display. You will of course be furnished with two free tickets 
and be well looked after by our sponsor. I would really like us to 
support them here as much as possible. Get in touch as soon as 
you can.

Robert Young

Rauno Aaltonen attending to seat and seat belt adjustments

Engine and gear box all connected up and almost ready to roll
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Appendix K Register

Guest contributor: Robert Young

Swiftune gear up for mammoth 
Goodwood Member Meeting

With the 77th Goodwood Members 
Meeting due to start on the weekend 
of 6th and 7th of April, with an all 
Mini race of thirty cars, news arrived 
in early February that the entry had 
been extended to sixty cars, reflecting 
Mini60 celebrations. With that, and just 
eight weeks to go, Swiftune, along with 
many others were scurrying around 
preparing cars for what will no doubt 
be a super weekend of Mini racing 

for Appendix K cars. The organisers now plan to have two thirty car 
heats on the Saturday and the top fifteen from each will go forward to 
the final of Sunday. So we have three all Mini races and also the Gerry 
Marshall Trophy race which will also include Mini 1275GTs amongst 
many rapid tin tops of the period.

A visit to Swiftune, the day after the announcement, saw six cars in 
preparation and numerous engines being build together with a queue 
of others to refresh. The new Swiftune premises are reminiscent of 
the Works Competition department, with a great deal of activity – 
engine building, fabricating, machining and, of course, car building and 

Robert Young

engine dyno work - a very impressive set up with everything so clean, 
bright and tidy. Nick tells me that in the entry for Goodwood, he will 
have twenty of his engines on the grid which includes twelve cars 
that he is also looking after. It’s going to be very busy in Tenterden in 
the coming weeks. The logistics of servicing and getting all their cars 
to Goodwood involves five motor homes, a catering van, numerous 
visits with trucks and trailers to move all of the cars and equipment - 
a mammoth task to say the least. Dunlop must also be rubbing their 
hands too, with 60 Minis needing fresh sets of CR65 tyres!

When I was there the technicians were putting the finishing touches 
on the car they were building for BMW Classic – a stunning Cooper 
Car Co build in resplendent Connaught green with evocative white 
bonnet strips. The quality of the finish and the standard of build 
was superb. The car was due to be driven by Charlie Cooper at 
Goodwood but he will be absent for the meeting with a family 
wedding, so the latest rumour is that Top Gear's Chas harris is to be 
behind the wheel. James Martin’s old car was there, being prepared 
for its new owner William Lynch. 

Nick’s own car, Willow 2, was in fact hoisted up on the mezzanine 
floor, along with numerous other cars, awaiting a quick check over. 
It has remained untouched since its last race in Dijon last October 
and will only get a refresh if pressure of other work allows. Willow 
1 was being prepared for its new owner, William Metcalf and at the 
time had its cylinder head off, which I thought was strange for an 
insitu engine. It was explained that the RAC had been down to visit 
the workshop as all of the entrants at Goodwood are required to 
have the capacity of their engines physically checked. So, to avoid the 
mayhem of having so many engines partially stripped at Goodwood, 
Nick obliged by allowing the RAC inspectors to check them on site. 
Once satisfied, the engines were sealed with MSA tags, wire locked 
between the engine and gearbox – so no cheating!

Lovely Cooper Car Co for BMW Classic nearing completion

Swiftune engine installed in BMW Classics car for Goodwood

James Martin’s old car also being re-prepared for new owner 
William Lynch

Multiple engines, finished or waiting attention. What value that 
little lot!
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Swiftune will also be running two of the 1275GTs in the Gerry 
Marshall race, the very rapid blue Longman car that Nick will drive 
and the white Jon Mowatt 1275 GT that Glyn Swift built which 
owner Mark Burnett will drive. Other cars entered by club members 
of interest, but not Swiftune cars, are the ex-Norman Grimshaw 
Hornet, now owned by Pete Flanagan and to be driven by Simon 
Goodliff. Philip Anning will be driving his own Speedwell Blue Riley 
Elf; honorary member Andy Harrison will be there in his grey Cooper 
S and club member Jonathon Lewis will be in his TBR Cooper S. All 
in all, this meeting should be a brilliant curtain raiser for both the 
historic racing season and of course Mini60. It should be a must to be 
at Goodwood this April. 

Philip Anning’s Riley Elf

As noted above, Philip Anning has entered his Riley Elf for the 
Members Meeting. Philip has recently set up his own race and 
restoration business at Ham Street near Ashford in Kent. Philip 
started his apprenticeship with Bill Richards Racing and then 
graduating to work at Swiftune for over fifteen years before deciding 
to branch out on his own. Converting part of the family’s garage 
business premises, over the winter months, meant Philip was open 
for business in the New Year. A chance application for an entry to 
Goodwood's Members Meeting, once accepted, was too good an 
opportunity to miss, despite it perhaps, taking him away from vital 
time building up his business. Philip's new business is not solely 
concentrating on Minis, being happy to undertake any preparation 
work, large or small. But of course it’s with Minis that Philip’s main 
experience lies.

Philip has always been keen to race, within his limited budget and 
opportunities. Starting in 2001 he did hill climbs and sprints and 
then built himself a Miglia racer which he used during 2004 and won 
the novice championship. 2007 saw him race at Hockenheim in a 
borrowed Mini and a few appearances at Liddon Hill. Marriage, family 
etc curtailed activities until he bought the Elf as a racer but missing 
its engine in 2011. This was soon remedied and Phil built himself a 
new engine and did numerous events, mostly at Brands Hatch and 
Oulton Park that year. He also did the 2012 Jim Clark memorial race 
at Hockenheim in the car. Drives using Norman Grimshaw’s Hornet 
followed and in 2013 he shared a drive with Glyn Swift at the Spa 
6 hour race where they ran out class winners and the fastest lap. 
His last outing was in 2016 at the Mini Festival meeting, sharing a 
drive with Nick Swift at Brands Hatch. So Phil is no slouch behind 
the wheel and despite his limited budget, he has no intention of just 
making up the numbers at the Members Meeting!

Ex Nick Swift, Willow 1, in final preparation for William Metcalf, 
with another car in build in front

Cylinder head removed for engine capacity measurement check 
by the RAC

Honorary member Andy Harrison hustles his car along at 
Goodwood last year

Jonathon Lewis with his Cooper S and his other ride at his garage

Philip Anning working on his very attractive Elf
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When I visited Philip's new workshop, still with the smell of fresh 
paint in the air, the car was on its four axle stands being attended 
to by Philip. The Hornet is always at a slight disadvantage to the 
Mini, as it is without doubt a heavier car. However, the kind folks 
at Goodwood have allowed the Elf to compete at the same 620kg 
minimum Homologated weight as the Minis. Not that there can 
be many more weight saving measure Phil can make, as aluminium 
panels are not permitted under the Appendix K rules. Phil thinks his 
car is probably 10kg too heavy but that’s not the end of World. 

Phil has built a great engine, much in line with the power units built 
at Swiftune. He thinks his refreshed engine is in the region of 125 
bhp from its 1293 engine – but without his own dyno (for a while 
anyway!) this is only an educated guess from his years of building 

Refreshed engine awaits ‘dropping in the hole’

The purposeful office – far removed from the luxury of an Elf

engines at Swiftune. The engine was due to be ‘dropped in the hole’ 
any day, in readiness for a shakedown test at Brands Hatch. Then if all 
is well, it will be at the Goodwood test day on the 20th March when 
all of the Minis should also be there testing. As can be seen from 
the photos, the Elf is very well put together and in its lovely period 
Speedwell blue paint work; it’s a credit to Phil’s car building skills. I’m 
sure he will do well in both his new business and at Goodwood. We 
wish him well.

Robert Young

Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

Towards the end of last year a genuine 
BMC new old stock Mk1 Mini shell 
came up for sale in Spain. The shell was 
purchased by a UK buyer and returned 
to these shores. The shell dates from 
March 1966 and I was quite surprised 
to see that it was unpainted; not even 
the familiar dark brown primer found 
on replacement panels had been 
applied, but despite this it was still 
in excellent condition. Also slightly 
surprising is that the front bumper 
flange doesn’t have any cut outs; the 
cut outs were seemingly introduced 
to make it easier to fit the front over 
riders. As seems to have been fairly 

common practice within BMC, the bumper mounting lip did not 
receive a new part number when the revised design was introduced, 
which doesn’t help identify the change point. So at the moment the 
best guess on a change point date is around mid-1966.

Simon Wheatcroft

All very standard down here within the Appendix K rules

Surprisingly primer free new old stock Mk 1 shell
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We are fast approaching the anniversary of the launch of the 1071 
Cooper S; it was announced to the world on 29th March 1963 and 
731 HOP is generally regarded as the first Mk1 Cooper S. However, 
I’ve been looking at three other cars with earlier registration numbers 
which are to be seen in some BMC photographs of the time, and 
which were presumably development vehicles.

63 FOL is shown in a FIA Homologation document which is dated 
9/5/63. According to a reliable source, this Birmingham registration 
number is from January/February 1962 from a sequence reserved 
for goods vehicles. Unfortunately, the copy of the FIA papers I have 
is rather poor and the photographs show little detail. I have no idea 
what became of 63 FOL, and if the goods vehicle registration is 
correct, it could have just been a mock registration for photographic 
purposes. Although, having said that, subsequent Cooper S types 
photographed and used on FIA documents carried their own 
registration numbers.

176 NWL was another Austin Cooper; this one was registered in 
April 1962 and was entered on the 1962 Targa Florio which took 
place in early May. NWL was entered by Downton Engineering as 
1112cc in the 1001cc to 2000cc prototype class; 1112cc is 1070cc 
+40. Crewed by Bernard Cahier and Prince Paul Alfons Von 
Metternich, NWL completed the 720 km (450 mile) race in 8 hours 
56 minutes but was OTL and therefore not classified as a finisher. 

Although the 1070 engine is often referred to as a Formula Junior 
engine, the reality is that the 1962 1100cc Formula Junior engine 
was a small bore block with a big overbore and, therefore, the 1071 
S road engine and 1963 FJ engine were developed in tandem. Ray 
Shepherd, the Downton foreman, bought the car from Downton but 
it was written off in a road accident in 1971 after he had sold it on.

The next car is registered 969 GOP and can be seen behind 731 HOP 
in some of the publicity shots taken on the track at Brands Hatch in 
early 1963. The GOP registration is from October 1962 and this car 
started life as a 997cc Austin Cooper, as did 731 HOP and 732 HOP. 

731 HOP at Brands Hatch probably March 1963

176 NWL looking much more S like at Downton in 1966 with 
Daniel Richmond at the wheel

Bumper lip without cut outs

Bumper lip with cut outs highlighted

176 NWL on the 1962 Targa Florio. The wheels don’t appear to 
be S ones and neither do the front brakes which might explain 
the big impact behind the driver’s door
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The most commonly seen photograph doesn’t show quite enough 
detail to be certain whether the car is still a 997 Cooper, or has 
been upgraded to S specification. 969 GOP was sold off by BMC in 
October 1963. 

The two HOPs were assigned to the BMC Publicity Department 
and by August of 1963 732 HOP had received at least a couple 
of the updates that had been introduced on series production 
models. Easiest to see are the metal window catches that were 
replaced by plastic ones together with the revised window 
catch strips on the production cars in early May 1963. Then the 
plastic wheel arch trim was also introduced instead of the more 
expensive three piece stainless steel offering. In the engine bay the 
two separate gauze air filters were replaced by the single box in 
early July 1963. 732 HOP had acquired both of these features and 
had also received a new engine. It was sold by BMC in late 1964. 
It was rallied in the 1970s and is still hillclimbed today having been 
with the same owner for many years.

 731 HOP with 969 GOP in close attendance

731 HOP back at Brands but with a Mk 2 look in 1972

731 HOP also received the plastic window catches and revised 
window catch strips at some point and presumably the air filter 
modification as well. Road testers commented on very heavy oil 
consumption of 70 miles per pint, so a replacement engine also seems 
very likely. 731 HOP was well used in the TV series Danger Man 
starring Patrick McGoohan, which was filmed in 1964 when HOP was 
still, officially at least, owned by BMC who finally disposed of it at the 
end of 1965. By early 1972 it was dark blue with a white roof and was 
being prepared for racing by Mo Mendham. By then it had been given 
the Mk 2 look but that ended when it was inverted at a Brands Hatch 
race meeting early in the year.

I have some information from a former owner of 731 who owned it for 
between two and three years but I’m not sure when he actually owned 
it. It was yellow and white when he bought it, but not Fiesta yellow. 

…the day didn’t end well

732 HOP in August 1963 with plastic window catches

This months old competition car is 732 HOP which was regularly 
road rallied in the late 1970s
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He fitted arches and blended them into the body work and had the car 
sprayed Rolls Royce Regal red. He fitted a 1275 engine bored out to 
1360cc with a single Weber carb. The gearbox at that time was a 1071 
casing with straight cut close ratio gears. However, the casing had to 
be ground out to clear the longer stroke crankshaft. It is still registered 
with the DVLA but hasn’t broken cover for many years.

Part of the BMC Press Release issued at the launch shows who 
they were aiming the car at – it is bad luck if your name is General 
Motoring Public.

Finally this month, following on from last month’s jottings about the 
demise of Surf blue, I have been asked about when the last Fiesta 
yellow cars were built; the last Fiesta yellow 1275 S was built late 
September 1965.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Attracting admiring looks at Shelsley Walsh in 2013

Part of the BMC press release; General Motoring Public wasn’t 
considered a suitable customer for the 1071 S at its launch but 
that didn’t last long

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this month’s report, 
the start to a New Year which sees 
the 60th birthday of the Mini. Our 
annual show at Beaulieu is having a 
special display to celebrate this, an 
advertisement for this should be in 
the magazine if you would like to get 
involved and display your car.

There are a few register Coopers 
nearing the end of their restorations 
this year. First to update us with his 
project is Olivier Mesnard who lives 
in France. Olivier spent some time 
looking for the right car, using the 
register to check out some of his 

potential purchases, and from this wisely walked away from a few 
cars. However, Nicolas Pinon, well renowned for his restoration 
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differ in profile to earlier car’s ones. The car also needed new sills 
and of course this is quite a common repair. But remember that 
for all MK1s the sills should be the narrow 4 vent pressing. So, at 
the moment Olivier's car has been primed and has a freshly paint 
interior in red. The exterior final coats were hoped to be completed 
before the New Year. See the photos of this project accompanying 
this report which may inspire some members to once again get out 
into the workshop and work on their car too.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

business in France, found Olivier a quite original but we’ll 
campaigned privateer rally car, still painted in its original shade of 
Tartan red but with on old English white roof. This 1962 build 997 
Cooper needed much bodywork and one of the requirements for 
Olivier was to retain as much of the original metal work as possible. 
So Nicolas was tasked with the restoration, the photos speak for 
themselves but repairs include the front inner wheel arch repairs, 
quite a complex task as several panels meet just below the scuttle. 
It’s important that these panels are sealed properly to prevent 
water ingress into the box sections. New wings were required as 
well subtle but skilled repairs to the front panel, and although new 
ones are available, they tend to be awkward to fit and some are not 
quite the right profile for early cars. This is because replacement 
panels are really from later cars, the front indicator pressings 
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Cooper Mk 2 Register

You will be pleased to hear that last month’s report prompted an 
email from Andrew Rudkin who has some more information. His 
email address suggests he is from America but of course he could 
be living in Europe. He has some Minis that he, like Philippe Balaine, 
purchased in Portugal. One of his cars is a Mini Cooper that he 
bought in Lisbon. The seller said at the time that the car had been 
built in the Setubal in Lisbon in 1966. I searched for the Setubal 
factory and discovered it was set up by BMC in collaboration with 
J. J. Goncalves, Sucrs and A. M. Almeida Lda under the name - 
Industria de Montagem de Automoveis Lda (I.M.A.) in the mid 
1960s. The dealership that originally sold Philippe’s car was A. 
M. Almeida the Lda part of the partnership. It appears to have 
been the main distributor of BMC vehicles in Lisbon. The person 
Andrew Rudkin bought his car from also said that most Portuguese 
produced Coopers were painted monotone colours like Philippe’s. 
Local production ceased after a few years, but certainly Mk1s and 
Mk2s were produced at Setubal. It is known that Philppe’s car was 

Graham Robinson

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Following my request in previous 
reports to let us all know what you’ve 
been up to with your pride and joy, 
Tony Stevens has written to recount 
his recent experiences with his red and 
black Morris, registered PCT 602H, 
which he’s owned for a remarkable 
48 years. So, grab a cup of tea and 
a biscuit, sit back and have a read in 
Tony’s own words….

‘For a long time I’ve had the intention 
of putting my Mk 2 Cooper S on a 
rolling road, just to check everything is 
running ok. For one reason or another 
I’ve never got around to it, other 

commitments have taken priority and with the car seemingly running 
ok, in my view I just hadn’t bothered. It kept praying on my mind 
though, particularly when talking to fellow owners who were telling 
me that a rolling road is the best way of setting a car up. 

But who to use? Again, taking advice, the name Southam Mini and 
Metro Centre (SMMC) in Warwickshire kept cropping up, run by Rod 
and son Colin Taylor. I was told they were always busy, which was a 
good sign but might mean I’d have to wait to be fitted in so I decided 
to get in touch and give it a go. Luckily, they could fit me in relatively 
quickly, so I made plans to drive the car down there from my home in 
Lincolnshire, a nice run for the old Mini.

On arrival I introduced myself to Rod who builds the engines and 
Colin who operates the rolling road. As advised they were busy, 
which gave me the opportunity to have a look around, particularly 
at the Mk1 and Mk2 Cooper Ss that were in for work, and at the 
‘A’ series engines being built. “This has got to be a good place” I 
thought to myself. Then it was my turn, Colin ran a precautionary 
compression test, checked the mixture and gave the timing a tweak. 
All seemed well until Colin detected a noise from the engine, I’d 
not noticed this but he wasn’t comfortable with the car going onto 
the rollers as he thought he detected a problem with the crankshaft 
bearings. “I am afraid the engine will have to come out” he told me 
and my heart sank but I knew he was right. I had the choice of leaving 
the car with them to do the work or I could carefully drive the car 
home at an advised engine speed of less than 3,500rpm and remove 
the engine myself. The decision was made easier by fellow register 
member, Richard Humphreys, who was there in his lovely Britax 
racer replica, and agreed to follow me home to make sure I got back 
ok. So armed with Colin’s advice to keep the revs down, we set off 
and made it back fine, thank you Richard. 

On arriving home I put the car in the garage, then sat down and 
began to think. I’d just taken the car for a rolling road test and now 
I could be looking at a major engine rebuild! Apart from the bearing 
damage, what else might be wrong? My mind was racing, I hope the 
original block and crank are going to be alright or, if there is damage 
in this area, what are the options? I weighed all this up and balanced 
any potential cost with the fact that I’d owned this family car for 48 
years. So the great sentimental value, not to mention the financial 
value of the car, would make any cost worthwhile.

With all this going though my mind, I decided to get the car MOT’d 
as the date was fast approaching and I wanted to go to a local classic 
car show that was coming up, only 2 miles away which I figured 
wouldn’t do any harm. Before all this happened, I had intended to go 
to Beaulieu and display the car on the Registers stand as it was the 
50th anniversary of the Mk2 Mini; but with the engine problem and 
a 400 mile round trip, it made sense not to take the car, which was 
disappointing. Richard Humphreys again came to the rescue with the 
offer of a lift in his Britax car, a very kind gesture again particularly as 
he lives in Northamptonshire and I’m in Lincolnshire.

On the return from Beaulieu I was fired up to get started on the 
engine removal but not before visiting the local show mentioned 

Nick Hunter

above. On return from the show I drained the oil while the engine 
was still hot and removed the filter. The following day I started to 
remove the carburettors, exhaust and as many parts as possible to 
make removing the engine easier.

Whilst I was at it, I removed the servo to help engine removal; the 
unit had recently developed a fault so it made sense to replace it at 
the same time with an exchange unit supplied by David Kingerley, and 
another problem sorted. To remove the engine I borrowed a hoist 
from a fellow local classic car club member; then the Chairman Mike 
Whiston kindly volunteered to help me remove it. Once this was 
done, I was able to take the flywheel and clutch assembly off and then 
part the block from the gearbox.

With the unit split into manageable transportable ‘chunks’, I contacted 
Rod at SMMC and agreed a date to take it down for the dreaded 
inspection. With some trepidation I delivered the unit to Rod, and as 
previously agreed, the unit was left with them for a full investigation 
and their recommendation for the work required. An anxious wait 
ensued, what would they find wrong with the block and crank? As 
mentioned earlier they are very busy, but the call came through and 
this was the diagnosis………’

In the tradition of best soap opera cliff-hangers, we’ll leave it there for 
now; tune in next time when all will be revealed……. Thanks to Tony 
for sharing his story with us thus far.

Until next time

Nick Hunter 

Tony Stevens’ lovely Morris Cooper S owned for 48 years. Picture 
shown just prior to engine removal, what lay in store………?
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Next up is GJD 223J, another car that has been on the Register for 
many years having been mentioned as far back as the August 1990 
issue of the MCR Magazine. Built in December 1970 and finished in 
Flame red, GJD was registered in West Ham in April 1971. The car 
did have one of the early 1970s popular non-factory options in the 
shape of a Webasto sunroof. It has had a bit of a tidy up since I last 
saw it at Beaulieu some five or six years ago and it is good to see 
that the terrible wheel arches it sported for a many years have at last 
gone; less good though is the removal of the hydrolastic suspension. It 
is currently available on that well known auction website for £24,950.

Probably the most interesting car is one that has been imported from 
Japan. Currently finished in green with a white roof, it was originally 
painted in Bedouin and has apparently been with the same owner for 
forty three years. It has some particularly unusual front seats; they 
appear to be built around the Mk1 and Mk 2 reclining seat frame, 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

A few cars have appeared for sale 
recently. First up was an old friend 
of the Register in the form of HMF 
886K, which was on offer at South 
West Vehicle Auction’s January sale 
with a fairly modest estimate of 
£15,950 to £16,950. Built in February 
1971, HMF didn’t find a buyer until 
November 1971.

HMF is a fairly original Glacier white 
car and externally it still looks nice but 
poor presentation of the engine bay 
and particularly the interior, probably 

wouldn’t have bought many potential 
buyers flocking in. It still made a 

respectable £17,600 which was a total of £19,290 with the buyer’s 
premium and VAT added.

Simon Wheatcroft

built from a CKD kit but with the information about the factory at 
Setubal, it would seem more like to have been assembled there 
rather than in Spain. 

The original colour of Philippe’s car is still uncertain but it seems to 
have been red for a very long time. I do not know the build process for 
CKD kits but could they have been painted at the overseas assembly 
plants in colours for that market? If any Portuguese MCR members 
have a MK2 colour chart or parts manual listing the colours, I would like 
to hear from you. At the moment Philippe has the choice of Snowberry 
white on the inside and Tartan red on the outside. At some stage he 
will have to make a decision which colour to choose so he wants to be 
certain it is the right one. Any help on that will be appreciated.

I cannot believe it is a year since I made my next appeal. Beaulieu is 
fast approaching and I would like to invite volunteers to represent the 
MK2 Cooper Register at the show. It’s free entry for car and driver to 
the UK’s premier Mini event. Your car does not have to be concours 
either. All cars are welcome, from daily runabouts to newly finished 
restoration projects. Where better to display the fruits of you labour. 
If you like to attend please send me an email.

Well that it for now. 

Until next time, 

Happy Coopering!

Graham Robinson 

Philippe's MK 2 Cooper. What colour?

HMF 886K looking very presentable

Looks as though someone dropped a plate of spaghetti in the top 
corner of the engine bay

Not the best presented of interiors; surely it would have looked 
better without the mats or at least clean ones?



Mini Cooper Register | 47

REGISTERS

bidding ran out at £16,000. It was then relisted with a more realistic 
Buy It Now price of £18,000 but hasn’t been snapped up as yet.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

but trimmed in the same material and style as found in a 1275GT but 
look as though they have been in the car for many years. So far as one 
can tell from the pictures available, the rear seat is the standard Mk 3 
Cooper S item for a Bedouin car trimmed in Autumn Leaf.

Other personal touches are Mk 2 Austin Cooper badges front and rear, 
a pair of typical 1970s Japanese style wing mirrors and what look like 
original Special Tuning Group 2 arches. This one was on ebay and a nice 
project but with, in my opinion, a rather optimistic reserve of £22,000; 

Now… as GJD looks today - much more standard but no 
improvement in the fit of the bonnet

Recently imported from Japan where the indicator side repeater is 
a requirement and typical 1970s Japanese wing mirrors

Never before seen in a Mk 3 S, these are Mk 1 & 2 style reclining 
seat frames with 1275GT style covers that have clearly been with 
the car for a long time

No sign of the rectangular Austin or Morris badge on the boot 
which was a feature of most European export cars. Nice to see a 
car on Mk 2 Cosmic alloys for a change

Then… as seen at Beaulieu 2013

Rover Cooper Register

Before picking up where I left off 
about John Cooper conversions in 
my February report, there is what 
the publishing world call a small 
corrigendum to last month’s text.

When enumerating the John Cooper 
Garages (JCG) limited editions, I 
referred to the 1999 John Cooper LE 
‘S’ conversion as being limited to just 25 
examples. This was certainly true when 
it was originally announced, and indeed 
each one had a little plaque on the glove 
box lid denoting the car’s number out of 
the 25. As things turned out, the demand 
for this particular conversion exceeded 

John Parnell
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the original allocation and, hence, a further 10 cars were added 
except these did not have the coveted glove box lid plaque. They are, 
however, the genuine article and sensible owners would have kept the 
JCG paperwork to back this up. I am reliably informed that, at present, 
only 26 of the 35 cars have been formally identified. My thanks go to 
John Holloway in Australia for setting the record straight on this matter.

John Cooper Conversions Part 2

The new multi point injection (MPi) Mini range was announced 
on 1st October 1996. Four months later, JCG launched four new 
performance conversion variants, all featuring an 85 bhp output at 
5,500rpm. A detailed specification review of these can be found in my 
report published in the October 2013 issue of CooperWorld, but for 
the benefit of newer members, the four options were as follows:

1. The Cooper S Touring, which was the standard factory car with 
the ‘S’ conversion, including 165 x 60 x 12 tyres plus various trim 
additions and ‘Cooper S Touring’ rear quarter decals; 

2. The Cooper S Touring Sports Pack; the same conversion as 
above but on a factory car fitted with the Sports Option Pack 
wheel arches, 13 ins x 6 ins sports style alloy wheels, Koni 
shock absorbers, twin driving lamps and twin fog lamps, sports 
accelerator pedal and large bore chrome exhaust finisher;

3. Cooper S Touring 5 Speed; the same as ‘1’ above but fitted with a 
Jack Knight 5 speed gearbox;

4. Cooper S Sport 5; the same as ‘2’ above but fitted with the Jack 
Night 5 speed gearbox and ‘Cooper S Sport 5’ rear quarter decals.

The factory MPi Minis came equipped with a high 2.76 final drive as 
standard. 4th gear was effectively the overdrive giving low revs at 
motorway speeds. The Cooper S Touring represented the entry level 
MPi 85 bhp performance conversion. The addition of the Jack Knight 
5 speed gearbox, with its 3.444:1 final drive, provides the driver 
with a more spirited motoring experience on twisty roads but at the 
expense of higher revs on motorways. To sum up, what JCG was 
offering was the choice between two alternative types of conversion 
to suit the customer’s preferred driving style; a point worth noting if 
you are considering purchasing one of these cars today.

The conversion plates for Cooper S Touring and Cooper Sport 5 
were laser etched rather than stamped, and 1997 marked the start of 
a new system of adding the basic two-digit year numeric as a prefix 
to the conversion number (e.g. 97-S-021) This continued into 1998 
but I have not yet come across any conversion plates with a ‘99’ or 
‘00’ prefix. The most likely explanation for this is that as 1998 came 
to a close, JCG moved their Mini sales and conversion business to 
their new ‘S Works’ premises at East Preston. To celebrate the move, 
John and Michael Cooper literally unveiled their new 90 bhp S Works 
conversion from under a giant Union Jack. 

Oversubscribed – the 1999 John Cooper LE ‘S’ conversion

The Cooper S Touring and Cooper S Sport 5 were launch in 
January 1997

The two-digit year prefix was introduced in 1997

The opening of the East Preston ‘S Works’ facility in October 1998
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Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

1978 Wood and Pickett Margrave 
Elite Mini Clubman 1000 (1340 ) 
Auto VYN 77S

Two years ago, Stewart Ellis, contacted 
me with regard to a rather dilapidated 
W&P Clubman he’d recently bought. 
In fact, only a few weeks prior, I’d 
travelled to Sussex to view it myself. 
Part of my curiosity was led by the fact 
I had seen the car within weeks of it 
being delivered new to its first owner 
Gerald Ronson in April 1978 with its 
private plate GR 150, first issued in 
Sunderland in 1938.
 
Gerald Ronson started life in the motor 

trade working for his father, who founded the Heron Group of 
companies in London, the name HERON derived from his father's 
name: HERbert RonsON. Apart from a large network of service 
stations, the company had dealerships for Rolls-Royce, Bentley, 
Aston Martin and several other brands. From Stewart’s research he 
discovered the W&P was first registered to another Heron subsidary, 

Steve Burkinshaw

The S Works conversions also had a new style of conversion plate. 
Gone was the two-digit year prefix; its place was now superseded by 
a bold new ‘S-WKS’ prefix followed by the conversion number, all of 
it laser etched as before. The plate design itself was also modified; the 
John Cooper signature in the lower left hand corner being replaced 
with the ‘S Works’ script logo. Curiously, the plate still referred to’50 
Ferring Street’ as the business address, but that was probably for 
company registration purposes.

The John Cooper sales brochure, showing the angled image of ‘S5 
WKS’ on the front cover, was published in the summer of 1999. 
Although it still features the various retro conversions available going 
back to the 1990 carburettor cars, the ‘Summer ’99’ menu price list 
that came with the brochure makes it clear where the core of the 
business was expected to come from, namely, the S Works, Cooper S 
Touring and Cooper S Sport 5.

With the planned 250 examples of the 90 bhp S Works conversions 
receiving all of the attention, it is no surprise that fewer customers 
were expected to opt for the lower powered Cooper S Touring and 
Cooper S Sport 5; consequently, it would appear that JCG ran out of 
conversion plates for the latter and had to resort to using the old style 
pre April 1995 ‘Si’ plates like the one shown at the foot of page 50 in 
last month’s report. I have instances of a documented 1999 car and a 
2000 car where this has occurred, and I am sure there are others.

Rather than anything bespoke, the same style of ‘S-WKS’ conversion 
plates were also deployed across the limited edition 1999 John 
Cooper LE ‘S’ and the year 2000 Final 50. The only variation I did 
spot was that some of the very last S Works conversions appear to 
be using the older style conversion plate bearing the John Cooper 
signature instead of the S Works script.
 
Registrar’s Summing Up

1. The JCG conversion plates came in a number of different designs 
that evolved as the 1990s progressed;

2. There is evidence that if an appropriate conversion plate was out 
of stock, an older version would sometimes have been substituted;

3. The alphanumerics applied to the conversion plates also varied as 
JCG tried to distinguish between the different types of conversion;

4. There was a general policy of re-setting the numbering to ‘0001’ 
as each new conversion was announced;

5. As illustrated in last month’s report, the conversion plate 
numbering issued to cars appears to have been more random in 
nature than strictly chronological throughout;

6. Conversion plates up to April 1995 had the complete conversion 
number reverse stamped. Going forward to the end of SPi 
production in September 1996, the numerics themselves were 
hand stamped before eventually changing to a laser etched format 
from 1997 onwards. 

7. Limited edition JCG conversions shared the same run of 
conversion plates as all other cars in the series. The only 

distinguishing features will either be a special plaque on the glove 
box lid or on the conversion certificate / invoice paperwork. 

8. No official records appear to have survived the closure of JCG in 
2006. This, together with the points raised in ‘4’ and ‘5’ above, 
means that determining a meaningful total of cars converted by 
JCG is at best a matter of reasoned conjecture. Question marks 
hang over the number of Mainstream and SPi cars converted, and 
yet the most obvious alternative of using the conversion plates 
themselves as a system of measurement is perhaps the least 
reliable source of all.

9. All of the above observations and conclusions are those drawn 
from the Register’s own records supplemented by my own 
research. It is not exhaustive and is certainly open to challenge. 
Like all topics that can divide opinion, do please speak up whether 
to confirm or dispute anything I have said… it will give me 
something to write about in a future report!

Until next month…

British Summer Time (BST) begins on Sunday 31st March

John Parnell

The ‘S-WKS’ prefix was carried through from 1999 to the `Final 
50’ of 2000

When I viewed the Margrave in January 2017
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task to find the W&P refinements that were missing. These included 
the Margrave dashboard, all seating and leather trim, the oval rear 
window (like Tommy Steel’s 1275 GT) the twin headlamp grille 
and many other bespoke extras. Two sets of wheels came with the 
project, one set of 12” Minilites and the original W&P fitment of 
polished Wolfrace alloys. The American made air-con unit was fitted 
where the heater is usually located and although it was still in place, 
it needs repair. Fortunately, the engine and gearbox were still in the 

Arrowcroft Co, Ltd. The Mini had four further registered keepers, 
the last owner before Stewart owning it for twenty years. In the car’s 
later years it had been stored outside and had as a result seriously 
corroded. I dread to think that if a sun roof had been installed it 
would have rotted away completely. 

Despite its condition, Stewart set about an intensive restoration 
program, not just with a full body rebuild, but with the relentless 

Fully de-seamed and with Vinyl roof removed

Oval rear screen removed

Stewart takes delivery of car on its Wolfrace alloys

The large a/c radiator dominates the front panel

Original white factory colour still visible, winding not electric 
windows and air-con unit in place

Twin headlamp grille missing but engine and gearbox still in place 
under the rusty bonnet



Mini Cooper Register | 51

REGISTERS

car. Apparently from new, W&P replaced the 1000cc engine with a 
modified 1340cc unit, probably to make up for a performance loss 
when the air-con was used, and this is possibly why there was no 
need for a sun roof either.

As no early build records exist, information and details of the car’s 
original coach built additions were obtained from previous owners 
and contemporary Margraves. Stewart had to travel far and wide to 
piece the car together as it would have appeared outside Ronson’s 
Hampstead home in 1978. Last summer I called and left a letter at the 
Hampstead London home of Gerald Ronson to request information 
when he owned the car. My historical connection came from me 
knowing his late mother when she was one of my customers. Kindly, 
his brief reply by email stated: “I do remember the green Mini, but it 
was a very long time ago”. I'd like to think that when the restoration 
is complete and the car is roadworthy again, Stewart could reunite 
Gerald Ronson with his ‘old car’.

The coach work carried out on VYN in Park Royal began with a full-
body de-seam which included all the roof gutters. After a re-spray 
in a Mercedes colour, metallic Amazon green, a dark green Everflex 
vinyl roof was added right down to the boot swage line. It left the 
W&P premises with what they described as half-leather and cloth 
seats. Stewart sourced the identical Recaro seats and together with a 
matching back seat and other trim, had them re-upholstered in cream 
leather with green piping, but replaced the cloth seat centres with 
matching leather. An identical dashboard was bought and re-trimmed 
in leather to match the interior, all the instruments have been 
repaired as required and adapted to a new loom. Considering all the 

Ready for final finishing after all rusty panels replaced

The bare shell being prepared for its second re-spray in 
Amazon green

refinements this Margrave had it did not have electric windows. Once 
a replica oval window can be obtained the last remaining interior 
fitments can be fitted such as the wool cloth roof lining and some 
luxury carpet. 

At the time of writing the car has just received a full re-spray, or 
should I say second re-spray; Stewart was disappointed with the first 
re-spray as it highlighted some missed preparation work. Most of the 
running gear has been overhauled and will soon to be fitted on the 
car. So, I am really looking forward to reporting on the next stage of 
this huge resurrection project before its maiden voyage at some of 
this year’s Mini 60th displays. Thanks and well done Stewart.

More specials next month....

Steve Burkinshaw

Innocenti Register

The first major Mini show of the year 
was at Bingley Hall on 27th January, and 
has now become the show to meet up 
with friends and Innocenti owners after 
the winter break to either talk about 
restorations taking place, or just have a 
good old catch up. 

I was excited to meet up with friend 
and Innocenti owner Chris Hand for 
an in depth progress report on his 
car. Chris has been the owner of a 
Feburary built 1970 Castoro (brown) 
Mk3 Innocenti Mini Minor for a few 
years now, but recently acquired an 
early March 1970 998cc Mk3 Innocenti 
Cooper in Grigio (grey) with Nero 

(black) roof. The Mk3 Cooper Chris owns is of great interest to me 
as it’s an early build model. His car has a windscreen scuttle panel 
with four wiper spindle holes present. As most of you Innocenti 
enthusiasts will know, all other Innocenti Mini models from 1965 to 
1975 used the two hole scuttle panel. The four hole scuttle panel can 
clearly be seen in early Mk3 Innocenti sales brochures and magazine 
road tests of that time. 

I've spoken to lots of Italian Innocenti experts over the years and 
nobody seems to know why they were built like this, or how many cars 
were built with this feature. It’s almost a ‘mystery model’. The only 
credible theory is that when the new internal door hinged Mk3 was 
introduced in the UK, the Italians wanted to follow suit pretty quickly. 

Foster Charlton

Chris Hand’s 1970 Innocenti Mini Cooper Mk3 nearing 
completion of restoration
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The new internal door hinge of the British built Mk3 Mini was big news 
at the time and if Innocenti didn’t make the change from Mk2 external 
hinges to Mk3 internal hinge body shells just shortly after the British 
Mini, then their current Mk2 model would have looked dated. The UK 
style of doors with the pull back opening lever were used instead of the 
normal Innocenti chrome pull out levers first seen on the interim/cross 
over Mk1 Innocenti Mini. These were however, then changed to the 
conventional Innocenti lever later into production

A few years ago, the magazine called Scootering, ran a series of 
interviews with Innocenti factory workers. At the time, I remember 
being quite excited at the promise by the magazine of stories and 
accounts by ex Innocenti employees, telling of their time during 
development of both scooter and car models. 

One particular ex Innocenti employee stated that during a period of 
Mini production, they could not keep up with demand of a particular 
new model. And because of this, complete cars were exported from 
the UK to Italy, where they were taken to an area near the Innocenti 
plant in Milan, and in his words, they were “Italianised”. Whether 
these were complete cars, rolling body shells, or part shells he didn’t 
say. But this would certainly add some credibility to the mystery of 
why early build Mk3 Innocenti Minis used the four hole windscreen 
scuttle panel. 

A well detailed engine bay

Classic Innocenti ‘Square’ number plate mounting boot lid

When Chris started to dismantle his Mk3 Cooper, he did say there 
was a strange mixture of both British and Italian panels and pressings. 
Fortunately, Chris has managed to get the Fergat steel wheels in 
the correct shade of gunmetal and even managed to track down 
the style of wheel nuts shown in the owner’s handbook of the time. 
I am pleased to say that Chris has kept me regularly updated with 
progress on his car, and it is his attention to detail which is something 
I admire greatly. The car is almost complete and is currently waiting 
for carpets and seat trim which is being carried out by Newton 
Commercial. I can’t wait to show the photos of Chris's car when 
complete. Excited is an understatement. Well done Chris and what a 
fantastic and beautiful job you have done so far. 

As we all know, tracking down and finding parts for most Innocenti 
models is often hard work and always expensive. But finding parts for 
unique models is even harder, if not almost impossible. Lots of little 
details make all the difference and, although I do like a subtly modified 
car with period alloys and arches, my greatest admiration is for those 
that try to recreate the standard ‘fresh out of the factory’ look. 

And finally, the Register is mostly totally dominated by the later 
Cooper 1300 Export model and, although some would argue that 
it’s the finest evolution of the Innocenti Cooper, it’s great to see 
a handful of the earlier and rarer models within this Register too. 
As most of you will know, I own a 1974 Leyland Innocenti Cooper 
1300 Export and a 1972 Innocenti Mini Cooper 1300. Although 
they look similar and share the same size engine, the 1972 Cooper 
has a lot of its own individual quirks that makes it a joy to own and 
eventually show to everyone. 

That's all for this month.

Foster Charlton

4.5 x 10 wheel made by Fergat in gunmetal paint with original 
wheel nuts
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1275GT Register

Back in December 2016 MCR 
member, Derek Bain, was in contact 
regarding his recent purchase of a 
Black-Tulip 1973 1275GT registered 
KNG 581L. Derek was keen to save 
his GT against all odds but the project 
was not for the faint hearted. Derek’s 
initial assessment of the shell revealed 
both floors, front to rear, front wings, 
A panels, front panel and rear panel 
required replacement. So, I knew it 
was going to be some time before I 
heard once more from Derek.

Interim reports on progress included 
Derek’s discovery, upon receiving the 

V5, that he was now the second owner of the GT with 79,000 miles 
on the clock. A shopping list of parts started coming together for the 
project, including 10 inch Rostyles and a steering wheel centre for the 
original steering wheel which thankfully had been retained.

Work on the project progressed through 2018 when the major 
repairs to the shell were completed. The floor was replaced with a 
complete M-Machine assembly along with Heritage wings, A panels, 
front and rear panels and both door skins. Powder coated sub-
frames front and rear were reassembled with new bushes, bearings, 
ball joints, discs and callipers. Clearly, this was not a project to be 
skimped on!

The engine and gearbox were treated to the same level of attention 
with new bearings, layshaft and baulk rings in the transmission. 
Engine wise, a rebore, new pistons, reground crank, new bearings, 
oil pump, valves, springs etc, were topped off with new ancillaries 
and a new radiator.
 
When it came to painting the restored shell, Derek went for the 
practical approach and finished the underside areas in a durable 

Alan Clark

Mini Super Register

Around three years ago I wrote an 
article covering available colours during 
Super production. I think it worth 
repeating for those who may have 
missed it or who have since joined 
the club. I think it makes interesting 
reading anyway.

This analysis is at present Austin only, 
because as I have mentioned a number 
of times before, I have only completed 
recording details of Austin Supers. I have 
yet to return to Gaydon to complete 
the Morris records. This is a mammoth 
task as the Supers are written in the 
production records at random, so one 

needs a keen eye to pick them out and a lot of time to do so! I have 
promised myself that I will return to complete the job soon.

1961. Production colours are as follows:

 T.Red F.Yel OE. Wte S. Gry S. Blu A. Grn Total 
June: 2 0 0 0 0 2 2
July: 0 3 3 3 1 0 10
Aug: 3 2 1 2 15 2 25
Sept: 6 2 0 6 13 0 31
Oct: 11 8 14 10 47 6 96
Nov: 28 55 23 34 27 33 200
Dec: 178 119 13 104 111 89 732

 (228) (189) (172) (159) (214) (134) (1,096)
 

1962
Jan: 187 153 94 125 188 116 863
Feb: 131 47 144 137 143 147 749
Mar: 111 84 127 113 144 149 728
Apr: 219 85 169 161 158 18 972
May: 135 93 95 157 141 101 722
June: 123 89 143 117 138 64 674
July: 70 39 43 76 69 102 399
Aug: 96 46 57 82 137 154 572
Sept: 105 89 90 124 127 205 740
Oct: 65 30 82 115 90 169 551
Nov: 4 0 0 2 0 1 7

 1,474 944 1,216 1,368 1,549 1,522
Austin production total 8,073

All Tartan red cars had a black-coloured roof, except possibly one, see 
below. All Fiesta yellow cars had an Old English white roof, except possibly 
one. The first four Old English white cars (three July built, one Aug.) had 
Dove grey roofs, thereafter black. All Smoke grey had O.E. white roofs; all 
Surf blue had O. E. white roofs; the first two Almond green cars had Dove 
grey roofs, then two in September; the remainder were O.E. white. There 
is no record of any surviving cars with a Dove grey roof.

A batch of red cars built in September '62 included one exported to 
Kuala Lumpur, this car is recorded as being monotone red with black 
trim. Also, one Fiesta yellow car, built September '61, is recorded 
without a white roof; this may have been an error but then again, it 
was not dispatched until April 1962, so it may have been a works car.

Note that Fiesta yellow is the rarest colour produced and that after a 
spurt between late '61 and early '62 production numbers were very 
low. Red seemed consistently popular however, old English White 
was not produced until October 1961 and was the second rarest 
colour, surprisingly. Smoke grey plodded along in the popularity 
stakes whilst both Almond green and Surf blue proved to be the most 
popular colours. It is interesting to note in fact, that Almond green 
was not produced in great quantities until early 1962 when thereafter 
it exceed most other colours, most months.

Garry Dickens

It will be fascinating to compare all these numbers with the full Morris 
production. I have recorded Morris up to the end of October and 
already the numbers are quite different to the chart above. I hope to 
provide more on that comparison, sometime in the future. 

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any 
stories or anecdotes relating to one, please get in touch, even if it no 
longer exists.

Garry Dickens

A durable under floor finish
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stone chip coating before painting the assembled rolling shell with its 
lustrous Black-Tulip finish.

Faced with the challenge of creating a full interior from scratch, 
Derek chose to go for a bespoke, custom finish in cream vinyl with 

A rollover jig is invaluable for extensive floor repairs

Fresh components in all key areas

Assembled engine and gear box ready for fitting

Final coat of Black-Tulip

Quality interior trimming, complementing exterior colour
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purple piping that complements the body colour and keeps the 
period feel. Final fitting out with new bright work and trim came 
together early January 2019, in good time for the new event season. 
So you can expect to see KNG 581L at a selection of events as Derek 
will be keen to display the fruits of two years of effort.

Alan Clark

Rear passengers enjoy the same luxury finish

Ready to drive, show and enjoy

 Modern MINI Cooper Register

It is nearly show time, well it will by the 
time you read this. I do hope you have 
all ordered your MINI 60 Polos from 
the club. Justin is doing a great job with 
all the club regalia, the embroidery he 
does is certainly top notch.

Did anyone order a 19 plate MINI? A 
60th Birthday limited edition perhaps? 
I would love to hear about it. It is to 
me a great shame that this part of the 
club (Modern MINI) is overshadowed 
by the classic Mini. We are all in this 
together and I know lots of classic 
owners also have Modern MINIs. So 
let's hear from you. It is your club and I 
am pretty sure most of you have some 

tails to tell. Be it car failure, poor service, purchase or sale issues. 

David Young

The newly launched Y Register seems to be coming along nicely 
and I guess most of you who have a Y Reg are already in it. http://
miniyregister.co.uk/ is their web site or find them on Facebook.

Wheeler Dealers has returned to the Discovery Channel and Ant is 
doing his best with most things that are thrown at him by Mr Brewer, 
who is doing his best to confuse a lot of Americans. Ant has lots of nice 
MAC tools to work with and all brand new. He has the use of a lovely 
set of ramps and workshop tools as well. Early last year Ant rebuilt an 
R53 Paddy Hopkirk special. This included a rebuild of the supercharger 
as the car had done over 100,000 miles. Lots of great shots, but I am 
still undecided about the new format and the USA. Time will tell.

Well, the Works JCW team did not win the Dakar 2019 although 
they came close to it. 5 crews finished in the top 10.The official 
words are below.
 
Joan ‘Nani’ Roma (ESP) and co-driver Alex Haro (ESP) raced Stage 
10 according to plan, which was to place their MINI John Cooper 
Works Rally in a position that would safeguard their overall ranking 
of second. Finishing 6th in the last stage of the rally ensured that 
Roma and Haro were successful and the Spanish duo secured a well-
deserved second-place overall on Dakar 2019.

Jakub ‘Kuba’ Przygonski (POL) and co-driver Tom Colsoul (BEL) kept 
up their consistent pace to finish the final stage in fifth. After ten days 
and approximately 5,000 km of racing, 3,000 km of which were off-
road Special Stage sections, Przygonski and Colsoul secured fourth 
place overall in a MINI John Cooper Works Rally.

The third MINI crew to finish Dakar 2019 inside the top five and at 
position five was Cyril Despres (FRA) and co-driver Jean Paul Cottret 
(FRA) in a MINI John Cooper Works Buggy. Their third place finish 
in final stage showed what could have been if the French pairing had 
more fortune than misfortune amongst the Peruvian dunes and its 
infamous fesh-fesh.

Yazeed Al-Rajhi (KSA) / Timo Gottschalk (GER) raced at a measured 
pace to finish Stage 10 in 15th. This result assured them of a top ten 
Dakar finish of seventh place. One position further back in eighth 
place overall – and the fifth MINI car to complete Dakar 2019 
inside the top ten – was the MINI John Cooper Works Rally of Boris 
Garafulic (CHI) and co-driver Filipe Palmeiro (POR).
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Another reason for the competing MINI crews and MINI 
Motorsport partner X-Raid to celebrate was that Stage 10 was 
eventually won by the MINI John Cooper Works Buggy crew of 
Carlos Sainz (ESP) and Lucas Cruz (ESP). This was a welcome result 
after the Spanish pair had more than their fair share of bad luck 
throughout the previous nine stages, which saw them finish this 
year’s Dakar 13th overall.

Dakar Rally 2019 : MINI final standings

OX4 Birthday Celebrations.

On 26th August 1959, the British Motor Corporation (BMC) proudly 
revealed a car that captured the imagination of the world and 
revolutionised the compact car segment. Six decades later in 2019,

MINI marks the brand’s 60th birthday and the extraordinary story of 
a British innovation that went on to achieve iconic status. To kick-start 
this anniversary year, MINI is introducing a limited run of 500 very 
special vehicles for UK customers.

Built in the UK at MINI Plant Oxford, the MINI 60 Years Edition is 
the first of many celebrations planned for 2019 that will champion 
the brand’s rich heritage in Britain and its continued dedication 
to innovation. Much like Alex Issigonis’ first car in 1959, MINI has 
continued to push the boundaries whilst keeping creative use of 
space, driving fun, style and individualisation at its core.

The MINI 60 Years Edition

The MINI 3-door Hatch Cooper S 60 Years Edition (combined 
fuel consumption: 39.8 – 43.5 mpg; combined CO2 emissions: 
129 - 127 g/km) will be offered exclusively with an automatic 
transmission in the UK, with acceleration from zero to 62 mph in 
just 6.7 seconds.
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finish and piano black exterior trim, black roof and exterior 
mirror caps, special anniversary design bonnet stripes and model 
exclusive 17-inch light alloy wheels in 60 Years Spoke 2-tone. 
The 60 Years emblem completes the vehicle, placed on the left-
hand bonnet stripe, side scuttles of the indicators and LED logo 
projection from the driver’s door. Further enhancing the exterior 
design and sporty character, every model in the UK will be sold 
with an additional set of MINI spot lamps fitted to the front 
radiator grille.

The limited edition car has a distinctly designed interior with model 
specific finishes using the 60 Years emblem, including the steering 
wheel and front seats. The seats are finished with MINI Yours 
Leather Lounge in Dark Cacao with contrast seat stitching and piping 
matching the new exterior paintwork– this is an exclusive leather for 
this vehicle.

The Navigation Plus pack is included, providing a larger 8.8” 
touch display with Satellite Navigation, Apple CarPlay, Bluetooth 
connectivity, concierge service and wireless charging. In addition, a 
rear view camera, folding exterior mirrors and front and rear Park 
Distance Control (PDC) can be found on the vehicle, courtesy of the 
Comfort Plus Pack.

As with all MINI Hatch models, this unique edition carsfeatures a 
high level of standard equipment including LED front and rear lights, 
intelligent emergency call, ambient lighting, automatic headlights with 
rain sensor and much more.

A limited run of 500 MINI 60 Years Edition vehicles will be available 
in the UK from March 2019 at retailers nationwide, priced at 
£29,990 OTR.

Pos Driver Co-driver # MINI Team

2nd Joan Roma 
(ESP)

Alex Haro 
(ESP)

307 MINI John 
Cooper 
Works Rally

X-raid MINI John 
Cooper Works 
Rally Team

4th Jakub 
Przygonski 
(POL)

Tom 
Colsoul 
(BEL)

303 MINI John 
Cooper 
Works Rally

Orlen X-raid 
Team

5th Cyril 
Despres 
(FRA)

Jean Paul 
Cottret 
(FRA)

308 MINI John 
Cooper 
Works Buggy

X-raid MINI John 
Cooper Works 
Team

7th Yazeed  
Al-Rajhi 
(KSA)

Timo 
Gottschalk 
(GER)

314 MINI John 
Cooper 
Works Rally

X-raid MINI John 
Cooper Works 
Rally Team

8th Boris 
Garafulic 
(CHI)

Filipe 
Palmeiro 
(POR)

321 MINI John 
Cooper 
Works Rally

X-raid MINI John 
Cooper Works 
Rally Team

13th Carlos Sainz 
(ESP)

Lucas Cruz 
(ESP)

300 MINI John 
Cooper 
Works Buggy

X-raid MINI John 
Cooper Works 
Team
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Until Next Month Keep those MINIs polished and Waxed, Beaulieu 
here we come.

David Young
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Non-Cooper Register

Launched in August 1979, the Mini 
1100 Special celebrated the 20th 
birthday of the Mini by really bringing 
it up to date with the trends of the 
day. Buyers had the choice of Metallic 
Silver (MMB – BLVC202) or Metallic 
Rose (CMM – BLVC303) paint, and 
all cars had vinyl covered roofs. Black 
vinyl for silver cars, and tan for Rose 
cars. These colour schemes were very 
much the fashion at the time with the 
likes of Ford, Jaguar, Volvo, and many 
American manufacturers using them on 
their cars. 

Matched with the graduated side 
stripes and Exacton alloy wheels (the first standard fit for a Mini) 
the car really did look the part. There were lots of other exterior 

Jonathan Voss

details that added to the picture, such as, the squarer bumpers from 
the Clubman being fitted to both ends, the black grille, wipers, and 
mirrors, along with the wing mounted side repeater indicators, 
sourced from the Belgian Mini production line. The lovely 10” wheels 
were the widest fitted at the time at 5” and had a relatively small 
offset, so plastic wheel arch extensions were borrowed from the 
Innocenti to cover the 165 section tyres.

Inside the car there were also some unique touches with a centre 
console under the heater controls, fitted with a clock, cigar lighter, 
and radio. There was also a two spoke ‘sports’ steering wheel, 
perhaps trying to mimic that of the Porsche 911. And under the 
lower dash rail, where the radio would be mounted in later cars, 
there was a storage box. When combined with the 3 clock GT 

Note the European side indicators
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I personally really quite like the 1100 Special, and as far as I can 
recall I’ve only seen them at shows. They do seem to be genuinely 
special, and perhaps this is because they were made before the 
limited edition floodgates opened in the mid-80s, when just about 
every Mini was badged as a special of some sort. If you have a 
Non-Cooper of any sort and would like to have it featured in the 
magazine, please do get in touch using the contact details at the 
front of the magazine!

Jonathan Voss

dash and Tartan covered seats, the 1100 Special presented quite a 
luxurious option.

In terms of performance the Special also brought the ‘normal’ Mini 
forwards. It was the only round nose Mini to use the 1100cc A-Series 
engine from the Clubman. Its 46 BHP may not have been ground-
breaking, but 75Nm/56lb-ft of torque made it quite driveable, if not 
as ‘revy’ as the other engines in the range.

British Leyland publicised the 1100 Special using national pride, 
with a spin on Churchill’s famous “so much owed by so many” 
speech, and cheekily pitching it against luxury cars such as Daimler. 
Initially, only 2,500 were to be produced but they sold so well that 
another 2,500 were commissioned, and final production stood at 
around 5,100. 

 

          
     
     
     

    

    
        
  

CLASSIC VEHICLES 
CARS  BIKES  VANS 
RAFFLE DRAW  & AWARDS 

PRESENTED 3PM   

 

  FOOD & DRINK         
AVAILABLE FROM 9AM          
UNDERCOVER SEATING                          

Start the day with a Breakfast 
Roll in the    “DEWS Café”       

VINTAGE  CLASSIC & 
MODERN BIKES 

THIS EVENT RUNS ALONGSIDE THE CUCKOO FAIR & RAISES MONEY FOR LOCAL CHARITIES     
DETAILS & BOOKING FORMS CAN BE FOUND ON WEBSITE www.downtonmotorclub.co.uk                       

Or at The Brian Whitehead Sports Centre , Wick Lane .Downton                                   

Book now for                                
Road Run                
SUN 5th May 

10.30am               
scenic route of 

approx  55+ miles                    

FREE “ GOODY BAG “        
2019 Celebrating 60th 

Anniversary of the Classic Mini  

GRAND RAFFLE         
CHARITY STALL                      
PLENTY OF CRAFT - CHEESE &   
PLANT STALLS & CHILDRENS 

ENTERTAINMENTS AVAILABLE 

 COME & JOIN US               

Something for 
All the Family - Children’s 

Games -  Stalls Gifts– Crafts                         
Win A Car Raffle    

Refreshments +Tea & Cake 

FREE    
ADMISSION to the 
Show for the public 

Back by popular  
Demand the 

Return of         
“Nigel’s BBQ” 

 

 

JULY 28TH 
THAMES 
VALLEY TOUR 
 
 
 
PLEASE CONTACT TO EXPRESS AN 
INTEREST. 
Terry Schraider- schraider@btinternet.com 
Clive Brooks – brooks.c2@sky.com 

Start and 
finish in 

Hook 

Breakfast 
and coffee 

Mystery 
lunch stop 

bring a 
picnic 

Rally plate 

Road Book 

85 miles 

Old and New 

MINI minis 

WELCOME
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Bristol, Glos and  
Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday13th September

Beefeater, Emersons Green, Bristol David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD TBD Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

  Derbyshire,  
  Lincolnshire &  
  Nottinghamshire

last Monday of each month 
at 8:00pm

Arkwright Arms, Chesterfield Road, Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield, S44 5JG

Phil Colledge 07591443396 & 01245207665.  
phil.colledge@btinternet.com

Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

TBA

  Gwynedd Contact David Roberts Members meet at local classic car shows throughout the 
show season. Please contact David Roberts for details of 
meetings and dates

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

The Queens Head, Portsmouth Road, Fishers Pond, 
Eastleigh SO50 7HF 

Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG 0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

  Newcastle and 
  Durham

1st Monday
At 7:30pm

Chilton Country Pub and Hotel, Black Boy Road, 
Fencehouses, Co. Durham DH4 6PY

Niall Cook 07881 302577
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 17th March 2019 
11:00am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Mick Tully 01273 883349 
g-tully@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Please contact warks@minicooper.org for details of the regular 
breakfast run meetings organised for Warwickshire Region

warks@minicooper.org

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire TBA TBA Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

  BeNeLux (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg) Bart Theelen  
benelux@minicooper.org

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

REGION

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

DETAILS

NEW 

VENUE
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Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

Hello all, 

The days are getting longer and we have 
lots of Mini 60th anniversary events to 
look forward to. 

Many of our regions will be involved 
in organising or helping organise 60th 
celebration events, so please support 
them, offer your help and enjoy 
attending the events. It'll be a great year, 
enjoying our cars and meeting members 

and friends old and new throughout the year. 

Soon after you receive this edition of CooperWorld we will be having 
our AGM on 17th March. It will be good to see all who are able to 
attend. If you cannot attend, then please share any ideas or thoughts you 
have about the club with your regional contacts or me so that these can 
be discussed at the AGM. 

If you are a new member and wish to become involved in your local 
region, do contact your nearest regional contact or myself and we can 
help you get involved. 

We now have 27 regions in the UK and overseas. During the last year 
we have had 2 new regions formed which shows really healthy interest 
in our club. There are however, still geographical areas in the UK 
and overseas with MCR members that would benefit from regional 
representation and interest. Let me know if you live in an area without 
a specific region, and if you would be willing to start a new region and 
nurture interest.

I am always keen to hear from anyone interested in starting a new 
region and I can assist anyone interested to do so. 

Till next time,
 
Richard Sign.
regions@minicooper.org
07968 307689

BeNeLux Region Report

With 2019 already well under way, the first Mini events have now taken 
place. Unfortunately, I was not able to attend the Interclassics Maastricht 
show, but I did visit the Mini Fair at Bingley Hall. A very nice Island Blue 
1968 Austin Cooper Mk II that was for sale reminded me of my own 
Island Blue 1967 Austin Cooper Mk II waiting for me to have a look at its 
engine. When I took it out for its first proper run to go to the Land van 
Kalk Rit on 25th November, it started running on just 3 cylinders when 
30km away from home. And it stayed doing so. Instead of participating 
in the Mini tour, I had to trailer my Cooper home. A short chat with 
the experts at Southam Mini & Metro Centre concluded that the valve 
guides probably need a bit more reaming to counter the properties of 
that horrible modern fuel that we have over here.

Back to my UK visit at the end of January which is likely to be my last 
one before Brexit. Until Christmas, I had not been bothered about 

REGIONAL REPORTS

Engine bay of the Austin Cooper Mk II for sale at Bingley Hall, showing 
its original 2/50S body number tag. Note that the servo is not original

Old picture of Mini Jubilee number 418 showing some of the special 
exterior features (the car no longer exists). The stripe on the side 
should continue to run onto the front wing

The certificate 
that came with 
Mini Jubilee 
number 418

60 | www.minicooper.org
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Brexit so much, but considering the latest developments (or rather the 
lack of such) I was very happy that I have been able to collect (almost) 
all my parts still in the UK (not that I would have to pay import duties 
on my own stuff when I would have to collect them after the Brexit – 
who knows though!). I also collected the Mini Jubilee that I had bought 
back from Chas Whight. The Mini Jubilee was a very early special 
edition Mini, specifically for the Dutch market to celebrate 5 years of 
British Leyland in the Netherlands in 1975. There were exactly 1,000 
of these produced and they came with a certificate, which looked 
as in the accompanying picture. Some rumours claim that all 1,000 
Mini Jubilee’s were sold at or just after the 1975 Amsterdam Motor 
Show. The Mini Jubilee is an Authi-build Mini 1000 in Maple Brown (a 
Triumph colour) with special interior and exterior features such as a 
fake-wooden steering wheel and gear knob, brown speedo binnacle, 
Authi 1300 seats with (allegedly Jaguar) headrests as an option, cream 
roof vinyl, 4.5” Firsat wheels with 1” spacered brake drums at the 
front and back, special Jubilee badges & stickers and last but not least, 
a grille with two build-in spot lights. Only 8 Mini Jubilees are known 
to have survived (actually 9, but we don’t really count one as it has 
been converted into a race car and none of its original pedigree is still 
with this car). Needless to say, a Mini Jubilee is an extremely rare car. 

Unfortunately, none of the 8 survivors still has its original certificate. 
Of the 8 survivors, 5 are located within about 15km from where I live 
and only 3 are actually running. The others are waiting for better times. 
The one I have collected back from the UK is basically for sale and 
needs a new roof among other things, just like all the others need due 
to the vinyl having caused substantial rust. So, if you are in something 
really special (and up for a challenge), please let me know.
 
Bart Theelen
benelux@minicooper.org or  
+31475564841 (landline) / +31627258202 (mobile)

Bristol Gloucester and Somerset Region

With winter in full swing and my Mini entering its 4th month in the 
garage, I have been looking at trickle chargers to keep the battery at 
full power. There is a lot of choice and costs vary from £20 to £140. 
On a recommendation I visited Argos and sure enough they had a sale 
on. They were selling a Challenge 12V Trickle Charger for just £11.99 - 
bargain. I just hope it works.

The first highlight of January was a tour of the Somerford Mini Centre 
in Calne. They have a large warehouse size facility containing a massive 
parts department, shop, workshop and spray booths. See photo of 
their engine bay.

The second highlight was the Bingley Hall Mini Show. It was well 
attended, and had loads of autojumble traders plus a good selection 
of cars on show. One of the highlights of the show was seeing West 
Country based Nippy Cars stand and their amazing array of replica 
binnacles, (see photo ) – if you are looking for a new binnacle contact 
nippycars@hotmail.com. 

Old picture from another Mini Jubilee showing 
the laurel around the España A-panel badges

The Mini Jubilee cockpit

The Mini Jubilee as spotted 
in the Bingley Hall car park
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I have also been able to catch up with the organisers of the IMM in 
Bristol in August. They have now sold some 3,300 tickets with 7 months 
to go – to put that in to context, IMM Ireland sold 2,600 in total. Bristol 
IMM is on course to hit their target of 6,000+ tickets sold. My next 
month’s report will contain an interview with the organisers.

Looking forward, the next large Mini event will be the Brooklands Mini Day 
on March 24th. Please let me know if any BGS members are attending. 

The next BGS meet up will be at the Beefeater Pub, Emersons Green, 
BS16 7AN on Thursday March 13th kickoff is at 7.30pm. If you haven’t 
attended a meet before, it is an informal networking meeting of local 
Mini enthusiasts who talk about Minis for 90 minutes. Please put this 
date in your diary. 

That’s it from me.
 
David Dangerfield

Derbyshire, Lincolnshire Nottinghamshire Region 

Hello everyone,

Our region held its first meeting on 28th January. Eleven members 
braved a freezing cold night to get to the Arkwright Arms, 
Chesterfield, and spent a great couple of hours chatting and getting to 
know each other.

John Dixon brought photos of his 1962 Austin Cooper in which he has 
travelled to Egypt, as well as all over Europe – and to think my wife Julie was 
worried about driving a couple of miles in our Mini to get to the meeting!

Mick Logan brought photos of a race car Mini which he is restoring for 
a friend after it had been stored in a barn since 1975 until 9 years ago. 
It is probably unique, as it was originally registered as a BLMC Mini by 
Sheffield Licensing Authority. Mick is currently trying to get the DVLA to 
restore the original registration, but this is proving a lengthy process.

John Hannom also showed us photos of his very pretty red Mk3 Cooper S.

Awards during the evening:

• Furthest travelled – Jerry Filor, approximately 45 miles from Melton 
Mowbray

• Only person to arrive in a Mini – Phil Colledge in a 1968 Austin 
Cooper S. I thought I was very brave, as the gritters were out, and the 
windscreen kept freezing up inside and out. I’ll have to get the trunking 
refitted to the demister vents (not that it will make much difference!).

• Most photogenic Mini – Jon & Pauline Mark’s, who’s 1967 Austin 
Cooper featured on the cover of December’s CooperWorld.

• Biggest load carried in a Mini – Phil Scott, who took the passenger 
seat out to collect a washing machine! Mick Logan was a close 
second with 9 people!

• Most Minis owned – Mick Logan (38).

• Longest Mini ownership – John Dixon, who bought his one owner 
Cooper in 1962.

Hopefully, the weather will be better for our next meeting, held on the 
last Monday of every month, and I will be able to meet more members. 

Any events will be notified on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
groups/205650350389648/

Finally, in January I attended a showing of The Italian Job at the Winding 
Wheel Theatre in Chesterfield. Although I have seen it many times 
on TV, this was the first time I have seen it on the big screen since its 
original showing in 1969 at the same venue, and then known as the 
Odeon Cinema.

I was an impressionable 14 year old, and I remember they had a couple 
of Cooper Ss on display in the foyer. It was seeing them that gave me my 
lifelong love of Minis.

Phil Colledge
Email: phil.colledge@btinternet.com
Telephone: 07591443396

Dorset Region

On the 9th of January we held our post Christmas dinner at the Tyrell’s 
Ford Hotel which was attended by a record 24 members and guests.

We welcomed Ken and Margaret Hunter from the Thames Valley 
Region plus two new Dorset members, Paul and Jo Kitcher. We are 
looking forward to them joining us on forthcoming events.

REGIONAL REPORTS
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We were extremely well catered for once again and the steak and 
ale pie proved to be a popular choice. A most enjoyable and convivial 
evening was had by all.

After numerous puddings had been devoured, we discussed dates for 
our first 2 car runs of the year; a breakfast run from Fordingbridge 
to Compton Abbas Airfield on Sunday 24th March, and then a run to 
Haynes Motor Museum on April 14th from Ringwood. Times to be 
confirmed nearer the dates.

Nick Stansmore

Mid Staffs Region

Further to my notes last month, Andy Nicklin, the then owner 
of the 1275GT featured in the pictures, got in touch with me as 
it transpires that Andy is an MCR member. So, he offered me an 
update on the car which he modified with an MED 1430cc engine 
giving out124 BHP on a 45 DCOE weber carb, a straight cut box 
and drop gears with an LSD. He sold the car and it was then further 
modified with a 1600cc Honda VTEC engine using an Allspeed 
engineering conversion kit. The car came up for sale in 2017 on an 
international ‘cars for sale’ site and seems to have attracted offers 
somewhat below the asking price. The car was on SORN but had 
a current MOT at the time of the advert. Andy is still into Minis of 
various types and currently has two up and running – a Mini 30 and 
a Mini Sprite, but is restoring another 1275GT with a Heritage shell, 
which he hopes to get on the road sometime in 2020. He intends to 
come along to some of our meetings this year, and has asked to be 
added to our email circulation list.

On January 12th, I popped down to the British Motoring Museum 
at Gaydon for the HRCR open day. As you would expect, several 
versions of rally Minis were in attendance, including 33 EJB in the 
Foyer. This also included a display to celebrate the 60th anniversary of 
the Mini, and Paddy Hopkirk was among the celebrities from the days 
of the BMC Competitions Department. A couple of pictures of the 
event are attached.

I also see that as part of the Mini’s 60th anniversary celebrations Minis 
will be featuring at two MG Car Club Silverstone race meeting this 
coming season. The first appearance will be at their March 30th meeting 
which will use the National Circuit and later at MG Live! on June 15th 
and 16th using the International GP circuit. Both Mini Se7ens and Miglias 
will feature and at MG Live! they will be racing on both days. I hope to 
see some of you there, especially at MG Live! when the weather should 
be warmer.

Our calendar of events is now taking shape and over the next few 
months it looks like this.

Monday March 4th. A regular meeting and hopefully, building work 
permitting, at the George and Dragon. I have pencilled in the Scalextric 
race night. If not then it will be a natter night.

Monday April 1st. A pub chat night as I will be busy organising our 
Drive it Day celebration. Hopefully some cars will be brought out of 
hibernation for this meeting.

Sunday April 28th. Drive it Day. The plan at the moment is to have a 
scenic drive into Staffordshire for Sunday lunch, followed by the option 
of a longer afternoon drive or a trip on a heritage railway. You will be 
able to choose which activity you prefer. More details and prices will be 
available soon.

Monday May 6th. Our regular meeting night and it is also Bank Holiday 
Monday so it’s likely to be a chat night with a car park full of interesting 
motors to view.

Mini 1275 GT and a Cooper S at 
the HRCR open day at Gaydon

Paddy Hopkirk entertains the crowds at the HRCR open day
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Further ahead and Saturday August 10th is the likely date of our 
Summer Tour. I don’t think this date clashes with any historic race 
meeting in the UK so I think this is the best date. If anyone knows 
otherwise then please get it touch soon, as I will need to fix dates for 
the stops and with Motorsport UK for the Certificate of Exemption. 
The route will be about 160 miles and feature more of Cheshire 
than we have previously, and will form a clockwise route through 
west Staffordshire the north through Cheshire before going east to 
the Macclesfield Forest and then south through the Staffordshire 
Moorlands. As usual the entry fee will include breakfast at the start, 
coffee and biscuits, a light lunch and afternoon tea as well as the 
detailed tulip road book and rally plate. 

That’s all for this month, but to join in all this fun pop along to the 
George and Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone. ST15 0PX on the First 
Monday of the Month

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Suffolk Region

We were fortunate on Sunday 22nd of January to be able to have 
our mystery run, as we had clear blue sunny skies on the day. Our 
destination was the Carvery Lunch at the The Old Mill Inn at Saxsted 
Green, near Framlingham. Famous for its castle and topically its 
connection with Mary Queen of Scots, and of course Ed Sheeran! A 
good chat and lunch was had by all. Three Coopers and 11 members 
attended, but not all in the Coopers!

Dates for your Suffolk diary: The 1st show we are planning to attend is 
at the White Lion Ufford on Sat 6th April.

The next mystery run will be on Sun 17th March.
Sunday 9th June we will be at Beaulieu.

Thurs 11th July we will be attending Friston Classics.
Sunday 4th August we will be at the Helmingham Hall Car Show. 
Sunday 1st Sept Classics by the lake. 
More events to follow as we progress into the New Year.

If you haven't joined us recently, please do, you will be made very 
welcome. 
  
Ian MacPherson
07749936274

At The Old Mill, left to right, Jack, Ian, Terri, Sandra, 
Terry, Trevor, Liz, Peter, Olga, Steve Inni, & John
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WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious before 
purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL  
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose 
a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques 
should be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977. All 
traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

FOR SALE AND WANTEDFOR SALE AND WANTED
Cars for sale 

1991 Mini Cooper Mainstream 1275cc. Purchased by first owner in Dubai 
and returned to UK in 1994. Long term storage until 2007. No rust or 
bodywork. Full history. 6 months per year road tax. Winter garaged under 
car cover and never used in wet conditions. 8,000 plus genuine miles. 
£10,995. Tel: 01325 320228 Darlington.

Parts for sale 

1071 Cooper S AEG 171 EN40B Crankshaft, standard journals just 
polished. Offers in excess of £700. One set of AEG177 polished rods 
£150. One set of AEG 177 rods with used flat top pistons, 2.8” dia no 
rings £100. One set of Arrow 6” H section rods for Metro type large big 
ends (very little use) £250. Set of new Arias forged short skirt pistons, 
with rings and gudgeon pins/clips, special crown design, suit above 
mentioned rods. For 2.8” bore £250. Similar pistons but used £50.Set 
of new Omega A series +60 rings £15. Cooper S 1.5 ratio rocker shaft 
assembly wear to some rocker to pushrod faces £40.3 new TAM 1521 
cylinder head gaskets £25. 1275GT Block 12G1279 with new top hat 
liners fitted some years ago but never used. 2.88” bore for large capacity 
or short stroke engine £100. Contact David Ramsbotham on 0780 
2854334 or dlramsbotham@gmail.com (Somerset) 

New (not reconditioned) offside rear radius arm for Hydrolastic Mini. 
Number on casting is 21A 1475-0. Purchased from Mini Spares in 2012 but 
never used. £75 ono. Collection only from Hatfield Herts Tel 07752 678213

Parts wanted 

Correct brackets for the Mini 1275GT servo. Also the early type brackets 
for the moulded plastic weather shield fitted I think up to 1974 when they 
changed. Finally the domed chrome nuts for the plastic hubcaps fitted to the 
12” wheels of the 1275GT and others. Contact Paul on: 01780 721526 best 
or 0774 9187005 (very poor signal) or email: pauljclayton@outlook.cm.
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Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm. Sat - Sun 10am - 4pm. Calls are free from landline and mobile phones. 
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK
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BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only
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miles since!

TRIUMPH
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LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
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figure sum buys any of your favourites.
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■ Stag electrics
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