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Cranborne Industrial Estate,  
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN 
Telephone: 01707 607700  

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road  
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU 
                              Tel: 01423 881800  

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury.  
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ 
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 Shop on-line at www.minispares.com - or visit our 3 great stores

Cooling & Heating 
Mini Spares is famous for its research and selection of radiators, namely the special two and four core varieties, plus the standard fitment items. All are so well priced. 
True Kevlar stranded and silicon type hoses plus the radiator cowlings and fitting brackets are also stocked along with expansion tanks and electric fans. The alloy water pumps with a 3 year 
guarantee are of exceptional quality and price. Thermostats, sandwich plates and covers plus all fittings are kept in stock. Mini Spares has its own make of heater valves and control cables plus 
heater unit matrix. Oil coolers, pipes and all associated parts are also available.

Electrics & Lighting 
Mini Spares has many lamps from the original Mini tooling and Mini Spares’ own tooling to ensure all saloon lighting is available. Lamp lens, gaskets and fittings are available for most of the lamps 
stocked. Headlamps and spot lamps, bezels, bulbs and holders can also be found at Mini Spares. All major alternator, dynamo and starter components plus upgraded units are available, as new 
and outright sales. A few years back Mini owners suffered a lot of breakdowns from cheap imported electrical components failing, but we have our own unique range of coils, condensers, rotor 
arms and distributors which have been set correctly. Popular wiring looms and cables, horns, flasher units, relays, central locking kits, plus switches and stalks are held in stock. 
 
The last original Mini rolled out Cowley works in 2000 with Genuine Rover quality parts fitted, but sadly the supply of original replacement parts, regardless of what the packaging says, has now 
diminished to a trickle, but do not worry as we have taken over control on examining the quality of parts available and deciding what to supply for your Mini whether they are from supposedly 
genuine or aftermarket suppliers. Our website or staff will give you a truthful and transparent description on all the parts we stock, unlike some other vendors, which is what you would expect from 
the largest supplier of Mini parts in the world. Pictured above are some of our branded parts from original suppliers or manufactured for us.

Interior 
We can supply separate trim pieces and trim liner kits, carpets, sound deadening, boot boards, sun visors and all the fittings. We have roll-cages and headlinings, seats, seat trimming and 
adjuster brackets, inertia and automatic seatbelts, steering wheels and wheel drop brackets, plus steering wheel cowls, gear lever gaiters and gear knobs, All indicator and light switches plus 
bezels, interior door handles, ash trays, foot pedal pads, hand brake covers, interior mirrors, dashes and printed circuits for late model speedos are available from stock.

Accessories, Wheels and Tyres 
Most accessories that owners request for their Minis are available:- books, T shirts/clothing, key rings, mouse mats, stickers, jewellery, tools, toys, videos, bolt-on accessories, oil and 
grease. We stock a range of popular alloy and steel wheels, studs, bolts and centre caps including our own Special Tuning range of the original looking Tech Del Minilites from the 1960s, as 
supplied to Leyland ST, and the new genuine 1990s specification Minilite wheels.  The Mini Spares Rose Petal wheel is made from our own tooling and specification as used by racers and top 
range road cars alike. We offer a full range of tyres such as:- Falken. Yokohama, Nankang and Dunlop R7. 
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

May magazine – 1st April
June magazine – 1st May
July magazine – 1st June

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Nigel Oates  
OTS Management Consulting & Setting Solutions Ltd 
Greenfield Lock, Christleton, Chester. CH3 5PN 
07765 235204 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
31 Smallhythe Road, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 7LH 
0747 7717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
jonathanvoss1994@gmail.com

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
0045 9133 3068 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
David Hucker  
Orchard Cottage, 12 Wimpstone, Stratford upon 
Avon, Warks, CV37 8NS 
07860 115481 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Jack Ward 
81 Tower Hill, Dover CT17 0AG 
07984 302894 
youth@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ray Cunningham
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Andy Harrison 
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
Bill Richards
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Nick Swift
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Mike Wood
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 24.04.17.indd   1 27/04/2017   12:19
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against 
a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means 
accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may 
be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the 
public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices 
of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Nigel Oates
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer  
the membership - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
It’s nice to start with some positive 

news this month which some of 
you may already have picked up on - 
once again, and for the second year 
running this year, CooperWorld has 
been shortlisted for the Outstanding 
Club Magazine Award in the National 
Car Club Awards 2019, in association 
with the Practical Classics Car and 
Restoration Show. This growing 
show is being held at the NEC in 
Birmingham over the weekend of the 
23rd to 24th March. I shall be going 

to the show and the awards ceremony to see if we might have 
been lucky this year and won the award fingers crossed! 

So, turning to what we have in this issue of CooperWorld for you 
to enjoy. And first up, I am pleased that Cliff Porter has written an 
article about this year’s Race Retro Show since I managed to go to 
it for a change and had a great Saturday there - and not just because 
the weather was unseasonably warm and sunny this year. That is all I 
will say about the show here as I don’t want to ‘do a spoiler’ on Cliff’s 
article which you can find on page 18 of the magazine.

Then we have three quite different Members’ Articles for you, 
starting with part two of Guy Smith’s forensic approach to debunking 
the rumours that have circulated, from time to time over the years, 
questioning the authenticity of Paddy Hopkirk’s Monte Carlo Rally 
winning Cooper S 33 EJB. Well done Guy for putting together a 
thoroughly researched article and, in my view, for managing to 

completely dispel the negative rumours about, arguably, one of the 
most significant Minis of all.

The second article, written by club member Stephen Chandler, has 
a slightly different ‘take’ on things, in that Stephen’s article is about 
his experiences having his Mini featured in a promotional film. Of 
course, in the Mini’s heyday in the 1960s, Minis did feature quite a 
lot in films and programmes as it was, at the time, a very popular car 
for all, young and old, rich or poor. So, it’s good to know that the 
Mini, after being around now for nearly 60 years, still has resonance 
with people today as an iconic and quintessentially British car, such 
that it is deemed worthy of being featured in a promotional film. Do 
read all about Stephen’s interesting filming experiences with his Mini 
on page 30.

And the last article of the three Members’ Articles is that of 
Peter Barker’s next one in his series titles ‘Interview with…’. 
This month’s interviewee is, perhaps, lesser known to some but 
was, nonetheless, an individual who still played a significant part 
at the beginning of the Mini’s story in competition in particular, 
and that gentleman being David Hiam. Peter has included some 
nice period photos with his article of David’s 850 Mini which he 
rallied with some success.

That’s all from me for this month so enjoy!

Paul Sulma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2019

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Jacking Point Grommets Two Wheel Roof Racks to Works specification

Original Works unused Grill Mesh complete with new Radiator Muff and fittings

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm

Irvin full harness seat belt



sold and it was also good to see that prices being offered have stopped 
escalating through the roof – it had to stop at some point. The two race 
cars went for £30,400 and £38,500 respectively. The more expensive 
one, a quite well know car raced reasonably successfully by Bobby Rahal 
at Goodwood. The rather nice Mk3 S went for a modest £22,500 and 
the lovely Surf blue 970S for a very reasonable £33,000. Whilst none of 
these are a small amount of money, they seem to be more realistically 
priced than some of the astronomically high sums we have seen asked, 
particularly for Mk1 Cooper Ss. Perhaps common sense is returning to 
the classic car market at long last.

With the unseasonably warm February we have just experienced, 
some may be getting itchy feet to get their Mini out of winter 

hibernation and on the road a little earlier than normal. The Annual 
Drive it day on April 28th is always a good kick off point for many. It is 
however a time to give the car a good check over before you set forth 
onto the road. I issue this warning, not out of any suspicion that cars 
will not be roadworthy, but I feel that with no need for many of us to 
have an annual MOT inspection now, owners must be more diligent and 
responsible for the upkeep of the cars. Much as I’m pleased not to have 
the drudge (and expense) of an annual MOT on two out of our three 
Minis, it was good to get the cars up on the ramp and see that all was in 
order. This now won’t happen and we’ve got to be thorough with our 
own maintenance. So, before you do set off into the spring sunshine, 
do take the time to jack the car up and give it a check over. Get those 
brake drums off and see if the wheel cylinders are still dry – a notorious 
area of problems for cars that have stood. Check those wheel bearings 
and steering and ball joints and, of course, do take the opportunity to 
see if the tyres are still in good shape, having stood around over the 
winter. Go on, do it – you know it makes sense!

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Events and activities associated with 
the Mini 60 celebrations seem to be 

ramping up and the club is doing its best 
to be involved with as much of this as 
possible. The IMM in Bristol is of course 
the principal event and this is being put 
on by the Bristol, Gloucestershire and 
Somerset Region, headed by David 
Dangerfield, where we will, of course, 
have a large presence but other events 
are surfacing that we will also be actively 
involved with. Cliff Porter and our new 
Public Relations Officer, David Hucker, 

have had talks with Gaydon about our presence at their show and have 
been offered a prime spot, at no cost, at their show in August. This 
one day show is dedicated to two iconic marques the Mini and Metro 
and of course will be celebrating 60 years of Mini - the date is Sunday 
4th August 2019. They plan to have hundreds of Minis on show, dating 
back to 621 AOK, the very first Mini produced in 1959. Also on display 
will be the iconic X411 JOP the last ever classic Mini to be produced 
at Longbridge in 2000, along with the three Monte Carlo Rally winning 
Minis of 1964, 1965 and 1967, all dragged out from the Museum. Both 
entry to the Museum and Collections Centre is included in the Show 
ticket price. Should be well worth a visit I’d say.

My recent annual visit to Race Retro was, as usual, much the same, 
albeit the AutoJumble hall seems to shrink with traders year on 

year. It is however good to catch up with the numerous members who 
attend the Stoneleigh show ground and also meet many of our honorary 
members who attend on Friday. The Silverstone Auction was also of 
interest this year as they had four classic Minis for sale - two FIA race 
cars, a Mk3 Cooper S and a Mk1 970 S. I’m pleased to say that all four 
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We welcome the following new members who 
joined during February

NEW MEMBERS

Geoffrey Atkins, London

Chris Middlehurst, St Helens, Merseyside

Brian & Catherine Heath, Bristol Avon

Roy Palmer, Weybridge, Surrey

Gary Cordell, London

Joe Marko, Davidson, North Carolina, USA

Gary & Lesley Wilbourn, Horncastle, Lincolnshire

Andrew Keen, Derby, Derbyshire

Richard & Valerie Scott, Southampton, Hampshire

Kevin & Jane Savage, Southampton, Hants

Richard Heward, Sedgefield, County Durham

Andrew & Phillip Bannerman, Newport Pagnell, Buckinghamshire

Stephen Maull, Guildford, Surrey

Tim Evans, Lincoln, Lincolnshire

George Earp, Blandford Forum, Dorset

I am again offering my services to organise our usual brilliant 
stand at Stanford Hall on 15th September.

Once again it will be on a first come first served basis for what will 
be a marvellous Midlands show weather permitting.

Ticket prices have not yet been set but there will be a 
reduction for exhibitors.

Please contact me initially so that I can log who is interested 
and the Mini/MINI variant to expect.

I will then post out a pro-forma to fill out and return to me 
with a stamped addressed envelope along with a cheque made 
out to the MiniCooper Register. The fee will be set by The 
British Mini Club after 1st February.

My address is: Mr J Filor, 199 Grange Drive,Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire,LE13 1EL.
Phone number: 01664566614.  
Email: jfilor@talktalk.net

Sunday September 15th 2019 Stanford Hall Mini Fest



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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The club’s track day - Coopers at Castle Combe is taking place on the 
17th August at Castle Combe Circuit. Contact Graham Robinson as 
always and spaces on track will sell out fast! Email graham.e.robinson@
btinternet.com
 
The Ham Sandwich Run registration is now open. It will be £30 per car 
including entry to the attraction visit for driver and navigator. Book on 
to it now if you have not done so already.
 
That’s all for now! 

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

The show season in starting to get 
underway! My first events are 

Brooklands and the Spring Sun Run with 
Auto Club Eclance. More on both of these 
events next month with some pictures!

2019 is of course a UK IMM year, the 
MCR’s presence in Bristol is being 
organised by David Dangerfield. These 
are great events and the club will have 
camping and a club stand/social area. 
Please, if you are planning the trip down 
and you wish to camp for the weekend 
with other club members, or park your 
car on the club stand, contact David so 
he can assess numbers and advise the 

organisers how big a space we will need. You will need to buy tickets 
on the IMM website. Email David at dangerf55@yahoo.co.uk for 
further information or to advise you are going. Very important please 
don’t just rock up.

Don’t forget if you would like to take part in the London to Brighton Run, 
we have a few tickets for club members, email me for further details.

John Price is coordinating the Silverstone Classic on the 26th- 28th 
July; attendance is likely to be just for one day. For further information 
contact John at john.price@anamec.co.uk

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key 

Bold = National MCR event or  
Club stand.

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance.

April 2019

Event: Goodwood Members Meeting 
Date: 6th - 7th April 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.goodwood.com/
flagship-events/members-meeting/

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day 
Date: 14th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, 
Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

Event: Mini Madness at Motorfest 
Date: 21st-22nd April 
Location: Chetwynd Deer Park  
Contact: www.classicmotorshows.co.uk

Event: The Peter Best Braxted Breakfast Meet 
Drive - It Day 
Date: 28th April 8.30am - 12.30pm 
Location: Braxted Park Estate, Essex CM8 3EN 
Contact: Details can be found on page 39 of 
this issue of CooperWorld

Event: Rotary Club of Croydon Classic Car Run 
Date: 28th April 
Location: Starting Denbies Wine Estate 
Contact: dhiraj@dsandco.com

May 2019

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: 3rd-4th-5th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: http://www.doningtonhistoric.com/

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: 5th May 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track 
day at Blyton Park Classic Mini’s.  
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.
co.uk/action-day.htm

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: 4-5th May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, 
Downton, Wilts 
Contact: To book for the show - Downton@live.
co.uk, and to book a space on the MCR Dorset 
Region stand - nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Event: Riveria Run 
Date: 3rd -6th May 
Location: St Austell, Cornwall 
Contact: http://www.cmcrivierarun.co.uk/

Event: Minis at the Quarry 
Date: 11th May 
Location: Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre 
Contact: http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/

Event: Himley Hall British Mini Day 
Date: 12th May  
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Mini at Home 
Date: TBC May  
Location: Mini Oxford 
Contact: TBC

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
Date: 18-19th May 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/ 
Club Contact: johnpparnell@talktalk.net

Come and enjoy…

• Complimentary bacon roll 
served with the choice of a 
hot or cold drink

• Beautiful Setting

• Array of interesting vehicles

• Static vehicle display

• Free Parking & Facilities

If you’re interested in attending please register at: www.pbis-bbm.eventbrite.co.uk
Or email: stephen.best@peterbestinsurance.co.uk for more information.

This event is limited to 500 vehicles, so please book early to
avoid disappointment.

Braxted Breakfast Meet
All types of vehicles from all marques and eras are welcome to attend. Whether you 
drive a classic, modified or super car, feel free to bring it along for others to admire.

www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk

PETER BEST INSURANCE SERVICES

01376 574000call now for an
instant quote

CAR
INSURANCE

HOME
INSURANCE

CLASSIC CAR
INSURANCE

For directions to the estate visit:
www.braxtedpark.co.uk
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Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 19th May  
Location: Brighton 
Contact: http://www.london-to-brighton.
co.uk/

June 2019

Event: The Vintage Nostalgia Festival 
Date: 31st May-2nd June  
Location: Stockton Park, Stockton, Wilts 
Contact: topham63@gmail.com

Event: National Mini Day Mini 60 – Mini 
Cooper Register 
Date: 9th June 
Location: Beaulieu Hampshire  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 23rd June 
Location: Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. 
Displays, traders, club stands, autojumble. 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 15th-16th June  
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Really Retro Show 
Date: 23rd June  
Location: Seighford Airfield, Stafford. 
Contact: http://www.reallyretroshow.com/

July 2019

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 4th-7th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Brighton Mini Club – Minis on the Rec. 
Date: 14th July 
Location: Brighton 
Contact: clubs@brightonminiclub.co.uk

Event: Thames Valley Tour 
Date: 28th July 
Location: Thames Valley Region 
Contact: Terry schraider@btinternet.com

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 20-21st July 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 26th -28th July  
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - john.price@anamec.co.uk

August 2019

Event: National Metro & Mini Show 
Date: 4th August 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.
co.uk/events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: Classic Car and MG Summer Picnic - 
MGB Register 
Date: August 
Location: Millets Farm Centre 
Contact: www.mgb-register.org

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 2nd – 4th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: IMM Bristol 
Date: 8th – 12th August 
Location: Washingpool Farm, Main Rd, Easter 
Compton, Bristol BS35 5RE 
Contact: https://imm2019.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: 2nd August 
Location: Old Pawlett Road, Highbridge  
TA9 4HQ 
Contact: https://www.facebook.com/
events/1781012461919359/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 3rd-4th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. 
Historic racing championships and static classic 
car.  
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/
nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Mallory Park 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: 17th August 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: GRAHAM ROBINSON 
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region, contact Justin & Annie 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Diamond Mini Tour and Shelsley Walsh 
Mini Day 
Date: 25th August 
Location: Tour Start M42 J6 and Shelsley Walsh 
Hillclimb venue Worcestershire 
Contact: https://www.tuliprallytours.co.uk

Event: Minis at Goodwood - “An Italian Job in 
a day” 
Date: 25th August 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.minisatgoodwood.com/

September 2019

Event: Beaulieu International Autojumble 
Date: 7th-8th September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 13th-15th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 14th-15th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: http://www.
manchesterclassiccarshow.com/

Event: Minis to Ireland  
Date: 20th – 27th September  
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young - membership@
minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 21st September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 15th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Mini Action Day 2018 
Date: 28th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 29th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2019 

November 2019 

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 8th -10th TBC November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

EVENTS
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The MCR’s National Mini Day at Beaulieu 
Sunday 9th June 2019

An update on the show

Every year it seems that people have our Beaulieu show on their radar a little earlier. For instance, 
I had enquiries for club stands in November last year! January saw a few people asking about the 
advance ticket line, which incidentally is open now, and I had concours entrants coming in via 
email in early February. I am sure that by the time this is printed I will have a nice healthy crop of 
concours entrants, a good few Mini clubs and regions, and I suspect also that online advance ticket 
sales will have grown substantially.

Trade stands are booking up quickly too with about 30% already gone and paid for. Trunk trading, 
for those who wish to clear their garages of surplus Mini parts are booking up as well. See the 
advert opposite for details on trunk trading.

All this tells me that this year there is a substantial focus on the Mini from all quarters, and it would 
seem especially so for our National Mini day. I am sure it will shape up to be a busy and possibly one 
of our most memorable shows too.

As I have mentioned in my opening article on Beaulieu 2019, we will be celebrating 60 years of 
the Mini and will have a display of a wide variety of cars from 1959 through to 2019. That display 
will not only have Cooper Ss and Mini saloons, but will also have other variants such as Estates 
and Pickups etc. If you have a car that you would like to display then please get in touch. Although 
it is not my intension to have a simple numerical manufacturing date orientated display due to 
practicalities, I do intend to show a cross section of cars across the years, showing the progression 
the Mini has had over the years of production. 

As always at this time of year, I would ask for your help in making our annual show a success. If 
you have a couple of hours to spare helping with car parking, I would be grateful for your help. In 
return, I offer a free ticket to the day, a lunch voucher and, of course, my thanks. You can always 
email me at Beaulieu@minicooper.org or call me on the number at the front of CooperWorld to 
offer your services. For more information go to our website www.minicooper.org and go to the 
Beaulieu page.

Many thanks

Tony Salter

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.

Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers
This year’s date for the show is the 9th June 
and, as usual, I am in need of volunteers to 

help with marshalling. There are two shifts, one 
from 8:00am to 10:30am and the later one from 

10:30am to 1:00pm. 

As you can see I only need 2 ½ hours maximum 
of your time. In return I can offer a free entry 
ticket, a meal voucher and the opportunity to 

see many of the cars that come to our show. The 
remainder of the day is your own.

Please either call me on 02380 560073 (eves 
only) or email me on beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Helpers are essential to the running of our national 
day and your help is very much appreciated. 

If you are interested in

helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073

alternatively email me on

beaulieu@minicooper.org

Trade Stands
We are now taking bookings for Trade 
Stands for this year’s National Mini Day at 
the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, New 
Forest, Hampshire and we are pleased to say 
that the cost of stands is being held at last 
year’s level.

We are restricted on space for stands, so they will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
Early booking is therefore essential to ensure 
your place and booking must be made in advance 
as it will not possible to turn up on the day. Each 
5m x 5m trade stand will be £45 plus the cost of 
an entrance ticket per person attending. Please 
go to our website www.minicooper.org, follow 
the Beaulieu tab, to see the latest update on the 
trade stands and availability. 

 
Please email Peter Barratt  
at: email beaulieutrade@minicooper.org 

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 
website www.minicooper.org and email 

it to Tony Salter at:  
beaulieu@minicooper.org

If you do not have access to a computer
call Tony Salter on 02380 560073 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket.

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble. We will have an area 
reserved for private autojumbling from a 
non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket. 

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter at: beaulieu@minicooper.org



After the past great successes of Minis to Ireland the MCR will be returning to the fabulous roads of Ireland for the 2019 
run. After the first night in Wexford we will be heading west to Bantry Bay to drive the wonderful roads on the south west 
peninsulas. Then to Tullow in Co. Carlow to explore a new area for our Minis to Ireland trips. This is the planned itinerary. 
Mileage will hopefully be kept to a maximum of 200 miles per day. 

Friday 20th September - Depart Fishguard on the 1.10 pm sailing to Rosslare and travel a short distance to the 4 star 
Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy, Wexford. 

Saturday 21st September - Leave Enniscorthy and travel via a coastal tour taking in some Circuit of Ireland Rally stages to 
bring us to the Eccles Hotel at Glengarriff on Bantry Bay where we will stay for two nights.

Sunday 22nd September - A tour of the Beara Peninsula with Cod’s Head, Ardgroom and Kilmacillogue stages. Then on 
to the ring of Kerry. From the Skelligs (where Star Wars is filmed) and Portmagee we will then travel around Carragh Lake, 
Ballaghbeama, Moll’s Gap and The Tim Healy pass back to the Eccles Hotel. 

Monday 23rd September - Leave Bantry Bay and travel via the Cousane Gap to Crookstown. The Coachford stage will take 
us to Buttevant and Kanturk where we will drive the Glen of Aherlow to Cashel. We will follow the river Slaney to the Mount 
Wolseley Hotel, Spa and Golf Resort in Tullow Co. Carlow where we will spend three nights.

Tuesday 24th September - From the Mount Wolseley we will travel to the historic town of Thurles to the Slieve Felim 
Mountains. On the Silvermines drive we will go around the Arra Mountains to Killaloe and Lough Derg. After a scenic drive 
around Lough Derg we will then head for Roscrea which is one of the oldest towns in Ireland. Then back to Mount Wolseley.
 
Wednesday 25th September - From Mount Wolseley we travel to Blessington Lakes then around the Poulaphouca 
Reservoir heading north for Dunshaughlin and the Hill of Tara. This was the seat of the high kings of Ireland and the most 
ancient relic in the country. Via Slane and Kells, we will take the Curragh to Baltinglass and back to the Mount Wolseley. 

Thursday 26th September - Leaving Tullow we will drive the Aghavanna stage to Laragh and then over Wicklow Gap 
and via northern Sally Gap to Bray Head. We will then travel through the Vale of Avoca to Courtown and Castlebridge to The 
Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford for our last night. 

Friday 27th September - Leave Hotel at 6.30 am for Rosslare and the 8.00 am sailing to Fishguard.

The entry fee per car, for two people sharing a room, including return ferry crossing, seven nights accommodation in good 
quality hotels, with dinner and breakfast, plus light lunches, will be in the region of £1,650, but may be subject to exchange rate 
fluctuations. The entry is being restricted to 40 cars and holding deposits of £250 will be taken to secure an entry. Payment is by 
cheque or bank transfer with two further stage payments being required at the end of March 2019 and June 2019.

Entries opened on 1st December 2018 but there are still some places available. Contact the Secretary of the 
Meeting, Lesley Young, by email - membership@minicooper.org or phone 01580 763975 to request an application 
form and regulations. Entries will be allocated on receipt of completed application form and deposit on a first 
come basis. All entrants must be members of the Mini Cooper Register.

Minis to Ireland
20th September – 27th September 2019
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Race Retro Stoneleigh Park
By Cliff Porter 

EVENTS

Out and about in February with Rover RePorter

After an exhausting January of personal celebrations, what happened 
next? Well, February arrived and things calmed down! 

A quick look at the calendar revealed another event at Stoneleigh, a 
couple of weeks before my preferred event of the month the Race 
Retro and in particular the ‘Rallying with Group B’ stage. As a visitor to 
the MG & Triumph show, I entered from the Abbey Road; Stoneleigh 
Abbey that is not THE Abbey Road, London, NW8.

I got quite excited as I knew that works were being undertaken where 
the rally stage had been run previously and thought that they were going 
to create a very special attraction. Sadly I was wrong. When I arrived on 
the Friday and began to read the show guide and looked at the stage map 
it soon became clear that the works being undertaken were for HS2! 
Two stages had been laid out with one being used for passenger rides. 
Unfortunately, due to the layout of the showground roads, the creation 
of safe spectator areas was difficult as the main stage really was up to the 
boundary and close to the working offices on site.

This year I had a plan which included taking in a few of the Motor Sport 
Live Stage interviews on Friday on Saturday as well as taking photos on 
the stage.

As I wandered around the show on Friday it was apparent that visitor 
numbers were not high as it was relatively easy to view the exhibits. 
Saturday was a different matter as visitor numbers were much higher.

The first vehicle that caught my eye was a 1960s Deep Sanderson 301 
coupe, which utilizes a Mini transverse engine and transmission. The 
next display included Andy Harrison’s tribute car in memory of the 
club’s great friend Barrie ‘Whizzo’ Williams and behind it the Sanderson 
Twinny. This car had been restored by the late Chris Lawrence who 
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John Partridge's green Eddie Stobart rally prepared Mini 
behind the ex Colly/Cottan Mini Magazine MPi rally Mini

Rauno still enjoying rallying in his latter years

Rauno not holding back even on a demo run



EVENTS

demonstrated it at the 2008 Goodwood Festival of Speed and was 
clocked at 111mph. The car uses two 1071s engines. 

Andy was interviewed on stage about his encounters with and memories 
of Barrie. The interview ended with a standing clapping ovation which 
lasted well over a minute; very emotional. Afterwards while I was looking 
at the engine bay of Andy’s car, a very nice lady asked if she could take 
a photo of Andy’s racing mechanic and the car as she had very fond 
memories of her friendship with Barrie! I believe the show goers missed 
Barrie’s presence, I certainly did. Every time I went to a show and Barrie 
was around he would always stop, have a chat and a joke. He was also 
keen to support any event I invited him to and bring along his car. He was 
always willing to talk to visitors to our display.

Rosemary Smith was the next person interviewed and recounted her 
early days and also a little on her experience in the Renault F1 car in 

France. A few more horsepower than her Imp! In the afternoon, Russell 
Brookes was interviewed and he was very amusing when recounted his 
experience in a vehicle carrying 8 ton of spares.

On Saturday I had a plan to hang around Patrick Walker as Rauno 
Aaltonen would be opening the rally stage at 10:30am in 977 ARX! At 
previous events hanging around by the stage would have been a very 
cold experience, but not this year as the weather was very warm. 
Kelvin Sparrowhawk was assisting Patrick as his mobile mechanic and 
assisted Rauno to get seated and strapped into ARX safely. Paul Sulma 
was also helping until he did a Stuart Turner and defected to Ford to 
enjoy a ride in a recently completed Twin Cam; a lovely car I should 
add. Paul’s smile after he took his helmet off was infectious.

Although Rauno opened the stage runs the other Minis did not appear 
until the end of the third group. Jim Partridge had brought along his 
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Rauno is a MINI ambassador Paul Hunter on one of the two rally stages in his 1275 GT

 John Cadwaller in the BBC Grandstand Daily Mirror World Cup Rally 1275GT



EVENTS

Stobart car and his son, John, had planned to bring along his Integrale 
16v but electrical gremlins meant he had the ex Colley/Cotton Mini 
Magazine MPi. John Cadwallader had the BBC Grandstand 1275GT and 
Kingsley Beck had 528 EMO.

At the end of the runners were Andy Harrison with his Morris 1800S Mk2 
marathon car and Patrick Walker with his Austin ‘Beauty Box’ version. 
Patrick also had another two marathon cars on display in the halls.

At lunch time Rauno and Willy Cave were interviewed so I had a sit 
down for an hour. Both were very entertaining. The queue for an 
autograph was very long but Rauno was happy to keep on signing.

There were a few Minis displayed around the show but as far as I was 
concerned, nothing of note. There were 5 Minis in the Silverstone 
auction. A 1976 Mini Marcos with no reserve sold for £5,768. A 1971 
Teal Blue Mk3 Cooper S sold for £22,500. A 1966 Mk1 1293cc FIA 
race car that can run as a 1965 model fetched £30,375. A 1964 Austin 
970 S sold for £33,500. Another 1293cc car that had been raced at 
Goodwood by Indy 500 winner, Bobby Rahal sold for £38,250.

Although the stage layout was not spectator viewing friendly the Parc 
Ferme was close by and cars could be seen the length of the spectator 
barriers but not in serious action. For the afternoon runs spectators 
were allowed into a central area between the two stages.

Stage 2 was used mainly for passenger rides with Derek Wilkins’ 
grandson Josh completing as many runs in their VW which now 
features launch control! 3 generations of the Wilkins family - Derek, 
Nick & Josh.

I understand that many drivers did not return on the Sunday, neither did 
I as I saw a few of them had loaded up their cars and were driving away 
from the showground.

Cliff Porter
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1960s Deep Sanderson 301 coupe

Andy Harrison's tribute car to Barrie Whizzo Williams

The Deep Sanderson Twinny as restored by the late Chris Lawrence
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Interview with David Hiam
By Peter Barker

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

David Hiam was Dunlop’s rally tyre manager and he accompanied many 
of the rallying stars of the early 1960s on their international events. I 

spoke to him in 2004 for MiniWorld magazine at his home in Wales.

‘My father was the sales director of Dunlop before the Second World 
War, an old school businessman. During the war he was called up to 
work in the Ordnance Corps, but once the war was over he went 
straight back to Dunlop.’ 

David began his career as an apprentice with George Lucas and Co. 
‘I worked at Great Hampton Street in Birmingham, great days. As 
apprentices we used to play cricket on the roof of the factory’. National 
Service took David to Germany where he enjoyed himself once more.

‘Towards the end of my time in the Army I was entered for the 1956 
International Tulip Rally, the Netherlands round of the European Rally 
Championship. I’d done some rallies at home with my father in a Morgan, 
so I was the best man in the regiment for this kind of thing. My future 
brother in law was my co-driver and he and I had a whale of a time. 
Driving a Ford Popular with scotch eggs provided by the mess rolling 
around on the back shelf! We drove all the way from Holland to Monaco 
and back, completing various hillclimbs and other timed sections on 
the way. The Ford was dreadfully slow but we finished. After I was 
demobilized in 1957, I went on holiday to Italy and Monte Carlo where 
I watched the last original Mille Miglia (an Italian road race held on open 
roads) and the Monaco Grand Prix. It was fantastic.

When I got back to England I initially landed a job with Burton Auto, a 
Standard Triumph dealership in Burton on Trent. But very soon I received 

an invitation from Dunlop to go and work on the new fitment of disc 
brakes for cars. Jaguar were the first to use them and evaluated them 
in competition. I went to Monza for testing with Ecurie Ecosse who ran 
racing D types on behalf of the factory, and well remember seeing Marston 
Gregory driving at full speed round the top of the old banked Monza circuit 
in thick fog. It was a tremendously emotional experience, he was very 
brave. The American drivers with their Indianapolis specials wouldn’t go 
out in the fog, it was so dangerous. I also went to Le Mans with them and 
we serviced the cars in the famous ‘Pernod Garage’ in the village.’

Dunlop disc brakes helped the Jaguars to reign supreme in racing for a 
while, but David spotted another opportunity.

‘Dick Jeffries was Dunlop’s Competition Manager for tyres but he was 
primarily interested in racing. So, I took over the responsibility for liaising 
with the manufacturers on Dunlop’s new range of rally tyres. I made sure 
that they got just what they wanted, and when they wanted it.’ Dunlop 
Durabands were just becoming available and the SP range, including the 
SP3 and SP44 tyres, were under development. With only Michelin as 
Dunlop’s European competitors it was a good time to become involved.

‘I worked with Rootes, Standard-Triumph and of course BMC. We used 
to travel to all the major international rallies with a few service vans 
and cover most of the major service points. We did the RAC Rally, the 
Liege-Rome-Liege, the Alpine Rally, Tulip Rally and the Monte Carlo 
Rally. I got to know the BMC Works drivers and navigators very well 
including Tommy Gold, Pat Moss, Ann Wisdom, John Sprinzel, Vic 
Elford, David Siegle-Morris, Mike Sutcliffe, Derrick Astle, Mike Hughes, 
Willy Cave and of course team leader John Gott.’

David's Mini 16 BOJ outside his garage at Minworth near Birmingham

Interior of 16 BOJ showing Les Leston steering wheel, 
Halda Tripmaster average speed instrument, rev counter, 
Helphos light plus extra gauges and switches and other 
modifications for rallying

16 BOJ at speed during the 
1961 Liege Sofia Liege rally
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Initially David followed the rallies in a company Morris Minor registered 
WOK 16 but the strain of so much fast driving to keep up with the 
competitors eventually caused it to blow up. The Minor’s replacement 
was a brand new Morris Mini Minor registered 16 BOJ. This was to 
become a famous registration mark in years to come.

‘Before the arrival of 16 BOJ I was loaned an Austin A110 estate to 
drive in support of the Tulip Rally. It was seriously overloaded and I 
wore the brake pads away by the time we got to Monte Carlo.We 
replaced them but on the way back to Holland they wore away again 
and the only way I could slow the thing down was by throwing it 
sideways in the road! I recall that we were following Stuart Turner who 
was navigating for Keith Ballisat in a Works Triumph. Stuart kept looking 
out of the back window at our antics and when we’d finished, he asked 
me if I could do a few rallies with him. He must have been impressed 
with my car control I guess. Stuart and I did a few club rallies in the Mini 
and I was then determined to drive in international rallies myself.’

Promotion at Dunlop threatened to drag David away from rallying so 
in early 1961 he quit and opened his garage business at Minworth just 
outside of Birmingham.

‘I imagined that I could get my mechanics to prepare the car, go off 
rallying for weeks at a time and that the business would run itself. It 
didn’t work out that way, and we were on a steep learning curve for 
a while. However, I did eventually get the time to prepare and run 16 
BOJ in several of the classic international rallies of the day.

I did the Alpine Rally, RAC Rally, Tulip Rally and Monte Carlo Rally, but the 
best event by far was the 1961 Liege-Rome-Liege. It was run as an out 
and out road race with an average speed that was illegally high even for 
those days and went non-stop for 96 hours with only 30 minutes rest! The 
organizer, Maurice Garot of the Royal Belgian Motor Union, was a master at 
hiding the real nature of the race from the officials in each country it passed 
through. No-one thought that a Mini could finish the event in the time 
given; even John Gott thought it impossible. Derrick Astle and I entered 16 
BOJ with a tuned engine and experimental disc brakes. Our first mistake 
was to go to a restaurant in Spa before the start and order steak tartare. 

Crossing a border during the 1961 Liege Sofia 
Liege rally. Note the Citroen service point set 
up and waiting for competitors…

David Hiam at Rest and Be Thankful 
hillclimb during the 1960 RAC Rally

1960 Alpine Rally, 16 BOJ on her 
way over the St.Barnard pass

16 BOJ in spectacular mountain scenery 
during the 1961 Liege Sofia Liege rally
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When it arrived raw (as it is supposed to be eaten) we sent it back to the 
kitchen because it wasn’t cooked! Once on the rally it became obvious that 
we were going to struggle to keep up. Pat Moss had won the event the 
year before with a big Healey and an 850 Mini just did not have the speed 
necessary, particularly uphill. Derrick and I battled on, getting later and 
later until returning over the Stelvio Pass we came to a control that had 
closed two minutes before we arrived. Derrick did his best to persuade the 
marshalls that we should be allowed to continue but they weren’t having 
any of it and we were out. It was agonisingly close, we had failed to finish.’

David’s efforts were the best for an 850 Mini in the most grueling 
European rally. It was not until the last classic Liege in 1964 that a Works 
Mini Cooper S finished the event. Driven by John Wadsworth and Mike 
Wood it was the only Mini ever to finish the classic Liege Rome Liege. 
David and 16 BOJ also entered the Circuit of Ireland with Tony Ambrose 
and the Acropolis Rally with Mike Hughes. The latter was a hugely 
punishing event for such a low slung car as a Mini and David described his 
technique as ‘driving slowly to preserve the car as much as possible.’

After a final outing on the 1964 RAC Rally as part of a team of three 
Minis with Jimmy Rae and John Hopwood as the other drivers, David 
decided that the days of the 850 Mini in rallying were over and he 
decided to hang up his driving gloves.

‘The time commitment became too much. I began to wish I was at 
home rather than on endless recces and by this time my wife Judy and I 
wanted to start a family. 16 BOJ was sold to photographer Peter Gilbert 
and I concentrated on building up my garage business.’

Although David’s name as a driver is associated with his famous 850 
Mini 16 BOJ, his role as Dunlop’s rally tyre manager was invaluable in 
the early days of the Mini’s development as a Works rally car and he is 
well remembered for that too.

© Peter Barker 2019

16 BOJ at speed during the 1961 Liege Sofia Liege rally

David pushing 16 BOJ hard on the Acropolis

16 BOJ with John Aley’s race Mini JRA85 at Snetterton, March 
1962. David with scarf and gloves stands next to his car

The original and broken 
steering wheel from 16 BOJ

The original steering wheel and Smith’s 
timer is all that is left of 16 BOJ today

David Hiam in 16 BOJ on the Acropolis Rally
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Articles 33 EJB and all that - Part two
By Guy Smith
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Editor's note: In the process of having to split Guy's article into two parts, 
the Gremlins struck and so the last photograph in part one should have 

been the one below. In addition, Guy has since advised me that under the sub 
heading of Rumours, the first paragraph should have read as follows: 

'There are two rumours with regard to this car. One is less of a rumour and 
would appear based in fact, that it was stolen and recovered and possibly 
lightly damaged in the process. The details, however, have been lost in time. 
One issue here is that BMC were running look-a-likes, post event, and it is 
quite impossible to be certain after all this time, which car this happened 
too. Indeed a Motorsport article points to it being another car entirely.' 
Apologies to Guy for my misinterpretation.

In part one of my article I dealt with the rumours which have circulated 
over the years questioning the authenticity and/or originality of the car 
on display in the British Motor Museum in Gaydon. In part two I will 
now deal with presenting my research in order to dispel these rumours. 
However, before I do that I should like to mention an interesting fact 
with regard to 33 EJB that may have gone unnoticed. We have all seen 
the pictures of it on the final circuit in Monte Carlo, below.

But had you ever noticed that it had lost the front rally plate? And that 
very soon after when it went to the prize giving, mysteriously the plate 
was back!

I long pondered over this mystery until I found the photo here, showing 
the plate missing from the rear of the car at the same prize giving.

My conclusion is that the front plate had been stolen, and replaced for 
the prize giving with the plate off the boot lid. Interestingly too, the rear 
plate that survives on the car now has been doctored from another 
competitor’s number to suit, so it is a replacement.

Immediately after the Monte win on the 21st January 1964, BMC 
exhibited the car at the Racing Car Show at Olympia, from the 22nd 
January to the 1st February 1964. 
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569 FMO look- a- like with the number plate the wrong 
way round. Note that the roof lamp is off centre

33 EJB on the final circuit in Monaco

Paddy Hopkirk and Henry Liddon at the prize giving 

33 EJB being fuelled minus its rear rally plate

Doctored rear plate almost certainly from 477 BBL (no. 39)
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This means that Paddy’s and Henry’s car must have gone from the London 
Palladium pretty much straight to Olympia after its appearance on stage, for 
it to have been on display at the Racing Car show in time. Thus, having got 
to the car show so quickly after the Palladium appearance, a photograph 
taken at the time, still shows it without its rear Monte plate.

The video can be found here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jTo-D6KSZkw

Also on the internet can be found an article about the Racing Car Show that 
includes some detailed photos of the car. The link to this article is here:

http://deadlycurves.blogspot.com/2014/01/the-stunning-1964-mini-
cooper-win-at.html

Now bear in mind that this is literally days after the finish of the event. 
Two detailed photographs of the car are published and these photographs 
are very important for proving the authenticity of the surviving car:

A careful study of these photos reveals the car to be identical to the 
surviving car in The British Motor Museum. Being identical in spec, 
however, is not quite good enough, because BMC could have built two 
identical cars, though experience tells us that this is unlikely.

The key to this proof is as follows: if you study the engine shot above, 
which is not of the best quality, there are two small points to note. 
Firstly, there is paint missing from the front top of the radiator. There 
are also signs of paint missing from the underside of the rear bonnet 
rail, just to the n/s of the control box, and to the left and above the 
o/s carburettor.

This photo can be compared with one that we have of the car at a 
later, though of an unspecified date below. But note that it pre-
dates the replacement of the car’s front panel, as it still retains the 
body number plate on the slam panel. So it is a very early picture of 
the car. 

As you can see, it exhibits the same paint loss on the front of the 
radiator, and the same paint loss on the rail above the o/s carb next to 
the regulator box. In addition, on this photograph, a paint chip can be 
identified, just above the fresh air trunking.

So we can, I believe, prove that these two cars are one and the same, 
irrespective of the date of the second picture. On close inspection of 
the surviving car, two of these detailed features can be found. Here is a 
photo, taken at Gaydon in 2014, showing the paint chip above the fresh 
air vent.

Likewise, below is a photo showing the loss of paint next to the 
voltage regulator.
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Exhibited almost immediately at the Racing Car 
Show Olympia but without its rear rally plate

33 EJB’s interior at the Racing Car Show

33 EJB under the bonnet at the Racing Car Show

33 EJB early photo showing distinguishing marks

Paint chips on the surviving car



The surviving car has lost all of its paint from the radiator, so the 
radiator chip is now inconclusive.

This is in my view, is categorical proof that the car, exhibited in the British 
Motor Museum in Gaydon, is one and the same car as that one prepared 
by BMC as 33 EJB at the very least days after the end of the 1964 Monte.

The interior of the car can also be compared with the photos in the 
article and every detail is a match. As we know, all Works cars are 
differed in detail, and this again is quite conclusive proof.

The following interior photo was taken at Beaulieu Mini day in 1984, and 
before the loss of the Les Leston steering wheel. The Les Leston wheel has 
been long gone now since it’s days at Studley, and rumoured to be in Japan 
and we may never know this for sure, but it forms part of its rich story.

Below is another shot of the car, as photographed by Motorsport Magazine 
for the March 1964 issue, and so taken only a few weeks on from the end 
of the Monte. The surviving car, however, does appear to have a different 
Halda magnifier box fitted as the mounting screws are different.

The two holes on the parcel shelf above the steering column should 
be noted, where the route card holder had been repositioned, as they 
are still evident on the car now. The location of the fuse box below the 
parcel shelf on the nearside is also an important detail.

Another important detail about the car is that 33 EJB was prepared for the 
Monte with a cutting edge (at the time) Triplex gold heated screen. Paddy, 

however, did not like it, and had it removed on event so it disappears from 
the photos. When he won the Monte though, Triplex were unhappy about its 
removal, as it had been a very special provision. Abingdon therefore replaced 
it soon afterwards, for contractual reasons, and indeed it is still in the car.

What is now left to prove lies in the comparison between the surviving 
car and photos of it taken actually on event, assisted by the enormous 
detail provided by the Motorsport article. I have managed to locate 
interior shots of each Monte car entered, with the exception of 570 FMO 
and 18 CRX. The surviving car is most definitely not 569 FMO, or 477 
BBL as establish previously here.

After pouring over the photos for many hours, I identified that 33 EJB had 
a single 7FJ fuse box fitted below the dash rail on the nearside. The interior 
shots of 569 FMO do not show this fuse box in this location. I then set 
about trying to prove that this fuse box was a feature of the car actually 
on the event. By a stroke of luck, this fuse box is clearly visible in an event 
photo of the car, with the passenger’s door open, which I reproduce here. 

This photo kindly provided by Robert Young, turned up during research 
for Robert’s forthcoming book. Robert has been most helpful in the 
ongoing research for this article.

In my view this is irrefutable additional proof that the Gaydon car is actually 
Paddy’s Monte winner. This fuse box remains in situ, all wired in on the car. 
This fuse box is also clearly visible in the car pictured in the Motorsport 
photos and the photos of the car exhibited at the London Motor show.

Below is a shot of the interior of 569 FMO, showing the subtly different 
dash and lack of fuse box. Note too that the two pin plug and rheostat 
switch on the passenger’s side are swapped round left to right from 33 
EJB. In addition, note also, the Aaltonen column dip switch fitted.

Below is a similar shot of 277 EBL, which also has no fuse box. 
Interestingly, it is a re-prepared earlier car as it also exhibits holes below 
the screen, where electric demisters had been fitted on a previous event. 
277 EBL also did not have the rear seat oil drum modification either.

This well-known interior shot is often attributed to 33 EJB (shown in 
Bill Price’s book on page 118) whereas, from the negative number, it is 
actually an interior shot of 277 EBL pre-Monte. This car of course was 
destroyed by fire a day into the event. No photos appear to exist of it 
on event before the accident.
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Additional paint chips on the surviving car

33 EJB taken at Beaulieu in 1984

33 EJB’s interior taken by Motorsport in April 1964

569 FMO photographed by Motorsport 
and clearly it is a very different car

33 EJB pictured on the Monte with fuse box visible below the 
navigator’s elbow. Note also the light shield around the panel to 
stop stray light on the screen which has long since disappeared



Incidentally, neither 33 EJB nor 569 FMO photographed by Motorsport 
exhibit any damage from being stolen at that time. It is said in the text that 
Makinen’s car (with 33 EJB plates) was stolen outside a London nightclub 
by a joyriding soldier and recovered soon after. So that really muddy’s the 
waters with regard to the theft of the original car! I am sure that, as far as 
police records are concerned, it was 33 EJB that went missing but, in truth, 
we may never know for sure which car it actually was.

I have never located any interior shots of 570 FMO but the car itself, 
as stated previously, I believe was never mocked up as 33 EJB and was 
used again soon after as a recce car in June on the 1964 Alpine.  Then 
very shortly afterwards in August it was used in anger on the Liege. 
From photos of these cars, this would appear to be Makinen’s Monte 
car. After competing in an event that is known to be very hard on 
Minis, I very much doubt that it would have remained in good enough 
condition to have ever substituted 33 EJB at a later date. 

18 CRX is the only other candidate, but this car was later destruction 
tested, and purchased in a very bent state as a grass track car by Paul 
Easter, so in my view could never have replaced 33 EJB either.

477 BBL went on to be raced by Christobel Carlisle, complete with 
Monte stickers in the back window.

The 569 FMO swap is made further unlikely because it was sold on 
to Mike Wood, the renowned BMC co driver. However, the following 
photo has turned up:

Bill Price has confirmed that this photo was taken after the car’s sale 
by BMC and was taken on the Mullard Motor Club Rally in 1967, which 
Mike Wood won with Geoff Halliwell in 569 FMO, and where the wing 
was damaged. The car appears to me to be complete with Monte muff 
studs in the same places.

So, my conclusion from the photographic evidence, and not rumour, is 
that the Gaydon car is Paddy’s original 33 EJB and has not been swapped 
for the only other real possible candidate, 569 FMO. This draws me to the 
inevitable conclusion that whatever was supposedly damaged by a Belgian 
journalist was in fact either 569 FMO or 477 BBL, or indeed it is just a 
rumour. Plus, both cars appear to have gone on for some time afterwards.

As for the theft, well as the Motorsport article mentions, this would pre-
date March 1964 and it would have to have taken place between the end 
of the Racing Car Show on the 1st February 1964 and late April 1964, but 
both cars appear undamaged in the photographs during this period. 

However, when I first encountered 33 EJB, many years ago and met 
many of the BMC mechanics, it was common knowledge that the car 
had been stolen and damaged. It is also a fact that the Gaydon car has, 
between the Motorsport photos and now, had a replacement front 
panel and a front end repaint, prior to being sympathetically front end 
restored for Gaydon by Chris Spennewyn in the 1990s.

The car, when I first saw it, had typical signs of front end damage. It had a 
broken Les Leston steering wheel, it still has a cracked gold windscreen 
(although both of these could have been damaged by other means) and 
its front panel had been changed (born out by the alteration of the head 
lamp cover studs and loss of body number and muff studs). It also has 
a later cut out front panel but this damage was put down historically by 
everybody to the theft of the car, although I now have my doubts.

Were there two alleged instances of theft of the car since morphed into 
one? Or was it just damaged on another occasion by over exuberance? 
They say the display cars were often used and taken home at lunch 
time by mechanics and all sorts. Suffice to say, we will probably never 
know the details now all these years on.

Despite its hard life, 33 EJB, remains probably the most iconic Mini in 
the world, and would appear to have a secure future with the British 
Motor Museum at Gaydon. It is a complement to the car, Abingdon, 
and Paddy and Henry’s win that there are, even now in existence many 
33 EJB look-a-likes to varying degrees of correctness, but they should 
not detract from the original or divert our attention from this fantastic 
survivor. It deserves a second look next time you go to see it.

This only then only leaves us with one question. Is the Paddy Hopkirk 
that survives today the real one or is it his twin brother? 

Guy Smith

Notes:
Racing car show Jan 22nd to Feb 1st 1964 Olympia
https://www.motorsportmagazine.com/archive/article/january-
1964/48/1964-racing-car-show

The Motorsport article on the car, in the March 64 issue
https://www.motorsportmagazine.com/archive/page/march-1964/15
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277 EBL prior to the start of the event

277 EBL after its crash on the first day

Mullard Motor Club rally in 1967 33 EJB pictured on the 1964 Monte Carlo Rallye
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Lights...camera...Basil!
By Stephen Chandler 

…With my wife in the front passenger seat of the filming car and the cameraman 
positioned in the back seat and leaning out of the window, the filming began…

“
”
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Sunday afternoon and my phone buzzed, imploring me to check out 
the latest notification to come through from one of the various Mini 

groups I belong to on social media. Had someone painted their engine 
block a new colour? Were there some used tyres for sale (one careful 
owner with a 1380 race spec)? So, I picked up the phone and followed 
the link which led to my 1990 Rover Mini Cooper named ‘Basil’ being 
filmed and aiming for a spot on the silver screen.

The post in question was asking for people to respond who owned a 
particular vehicle which was being sought for publicity purposes. The 
requirements were that it had to be: a classic Mini (tick), red body 
colour (tick), white bonnet stripes (tick) and preferably a Union Jack 
roof (oh well -never mind as Basil has a white roof). I responded to the 
post along with lots of others and then followed that up with an email 
as requested with my contact details. 

I didn’t expect to hear anything back as my car wasn’t a perfect match, 
but to my surprise, the next day I received a call from a producer. A 
well-known die cast model manufacturer (loved by the Queen’s dogs) has 
recently released a ‘Best of British’ range of vehicles featuring old and new 
Route master London buses, a black taxi and a classic Mini. The producer 
had been engaged to create a video and supporting material for an 
advertising campaign to feature at airports, with the intension to encourage 
people to make a souvenir purchase before heading back home.

The model itself was based on a 1990s Rover Mini which Basil is, so a 
very close match to the model but without the Union Jack roof. After 
a chat, we agreed that he would come back to me with a filming date 
and time based on the availability of his cameraman. Filming would 
take place somewhere in the South East (I’m based in Hertfordshire) 
and could be at short notice as it would require a sunny day and the 
February weather was quite changeable at the time.

It didn’t take long to hear back from the producer; four days later on 
Friday afternoon I was contacted and asked if I could be available the next 
morning at 8.30am as the weather looked good. The location was a field on Smile, you’re on camera

The USAAF airfield somewhere in Hertfordshire

Ready, Steady, Go!
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a farm near the Hertfordshire/Buckinghamshire border that had a stretch 
of WW2 runway left over from a former US Air Force base. Oh, and by the 
way, is there any chance that I can remove the spotlights from my car as 
the model doesn’t have those? Did I mention that Basil has an ‘Italian Job’ 3 
spot light bar on the front? A quick call to my friendly mechanic led to a visit 
to dismantle the lights and remove them. My wife thought I was mad to do 
this but I was really up for the filming and wanted to help.

Saturday morning, bright and early, we met up with the producer and 
cameraman at the farm and headed out to the runway where we gave 
Basil a wipe over and polish so that he was gleaming in the sunshine. 
I had dragged my wife along to record the event as it was my first 
involvement with any kind of filming with the Mini and I wanted to 
capture it. Given the advert had to cover several vehicles, only a few 
seconds of film was needed but it took two hours to come up with the 
footage that the producer wanted to have for editing.

With my wife in the front passenger seat of the filming car and the 
cameraman positioned in the back seat and leaning out of the window, 
the filming began. The first shot required was a side view of the Mini, 
driving along the edge of the runway with the fields behind. The idea 
was for me to start out of shot and then come alongside the filming car 
and hold a constant position. Sounds easy but I wasn’t allowed to look at 
the filming car to check my position and had to always look ahead. This 
would have been very difficult if your peripheral vision wasn’t great.

The first run had me struggle to catch the filming car. I started too far 
behind and was running out of runway by the time I was positioned 
correctly. I braked to a stop and to my horror and embarrassment the 
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Spot the Mini

Who’s having more fun?

Making a wind brake

Keep Up!

Nearly there
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engine stalled and wouldn't restart. I was in the middle of nowhere, 
with a film crew and a car that wasn't playing ball. I popped open the 
bonnet and prayed that the fault would be obvious. A loose wire on the 
coil was refitted and the car started, much to my relief.

Several more runs along the runway were completed until the producer 
was satisfied. The second shot was to be of the front of the Mini whilst 
driving along, so I was to follow the filming car at a constant speed 
and distance for at least ten seconds. At least this time I could see the 
filming car and assess my position in relation to it. I was asked to drive 
within 20 feet of the film but I was conscious that I didn’t want to ram 
Basil into the back of it when they slowed down. It took several takes 
along different parts of the runway to come up with footage that was 
stable, as each car was bouncing along the old runway.

Despite being sunny and bright, the wind was too strong for any drone 
footage so, the absence of a Union Jack on my car’s roof ended up not 
making any difference. We finished the filming with some static shots, 
including some with the model being positioned on the rear number 
plate light holder in front of the rear Mini Cooper laurel decal. The 
producer had to use his coat as a wind break to stop the model from 
being blown onto the floor.

We parted company about 10.30am and the producer and cameraman 
headed off to central London to get the shots that they wanted of the 
buses and taxi.

I've now seen a draft of the advert footage, which opens with a still of 
the Mini Cooper winged bonnet badge and then cuts to the side shot of 
the Mini driving along the runway. The picture then changes to the front 
view of the car and it then becomes apparent why the spotlight removal 
request was made. The image of my real Mini driving facing the camera 
merges into a shot of the model which has no spotlights. The effect 
wouldn’t be anywhere near as good if I had retained the spotlights.

So, if you are heading off to take a flight from one of the main UK 
airports in the near future, please keep your eyes open and you may 
see me driving my Mini on a screen in the departures lounge. And if you 
see a post on social media asking for help, have a think about replying, 
as you never know where it may lead as this has led me to my own 
‘Mini Adventure’ and which I can recall when I'm old and frail.

All I need to do now is decide whether or not to replace the spotlights 
– I’ve got used to the new look very quickly and may keep it looking 
that way. 

Now to find me and my Mini a proper agent.....

Stephen Chandler 

Photos by Stephen and Carla Chandler

With spotlights on the off Peak Run

Don’t fall off!

No spotlights



Mini Cooper Register | 33

Authorised and regulated by the FCA

01455 639 000
classiclineinsurance.co.uk

Mini Insurance

classicline*
INSURANCE

Agreed Value Cover

MCR Member Discount

Free Salvage Rights

Young Driver Facility

UK & EU Breakdown Cover 

Motor Legal Expenses Cover

European Cover

Multi-Vehicle Policies 

Bicester Heritage 
Sunday Scramble 

Drive it Day 

28th April 2019
The MCR are invited to join the Mini Mk1 Performance Conversions 
stand for the Bicester Heritage Sunday Scramble on Drive it Day the 
28th April 2019.

After last year’s great day, we are doing it again and have asked for 
space for 20 cars. Anything BMC Mini is welcome. Please follow the 
instructions below (from BH) to book advance tickets. Our stand is 
likely to be on the grass of the airfield apron, we will have a gazebo 
with cooker & kettle for a brew or two.

http://bicesterheritage.co.uk/whaton/su ... ve-it-day/ Click on the 
‘Buy tickets’ button which takes you to the booking page https://
bicesterheritage.co.uk/?ticket= ... le-tickets

Click on the ‘Enter Promo Code’ link towards the top of the 
‘Tickets’ block on the booking page and input your club discount 
code MMK10419 . The club ticket option will then become visible in 
the list of ticket options for you to select. 

For the Drive it Day Sunday Scramble tickets will be sold online in 
advance only, there will be no tickets available on the gate. The club 
ticket closing date is midnight Sunday 21st April (subject to availability).

We hope to see you there!

Colin Harrison
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John Cooper Rover Cooper Conversions 

Being a Rover Cooper (2001 RCS) owner, I’m an avid reader of John 
Parnell’s Rover Cooper Register articles each month. This month in 
the CooperWorld March 2019 page 47 issue, his article about the JC 
conversions was quite startling! Startling in that, reading between the 
lines, there doesn’t seem to be any method whereby anyone can, with 
any degree of certainty, that the JC converted car they are thinking 
of buying is, in fact, a true or real JC conversion. It seems that the JC 
ID plates are - and I’m trying to think of the word now - but almost 
meaningless springs to mind. Numerically the variants are, well, they 
could be anywhere within an un-quantifiable range. And so it goes 
on and on and on. To add fuel to the fire, as John says himself, in a 
sort of veiled, roundabout almost diplomatic way in paragraph 8 of 
his summary, ‘No official records appear to have survived that the 
meaningful total of cars converted is a matter of conjecture’ and gamely 
adds that ‘using the conversion plates themselves is the least reliable 
source of all’. You can say that again John! 

To be honest, it’s a total shambles. It seems to me that anyone even 
thinking of looking for, or looking at putting down good money, 
needs to be almost forensically aware of what he’s buying, because 
if such a purchase does go ahead and goes pear shaped, with 
such information as it is, or isn’t in this case, any legal and costly 
comeback is doomed to fail.

It seems to me that the words CAVEAT EMPTOR or BUYER 
BEWARE were written up solely for JC conversions. There’s 
another saying that springs to mind too. I’m not quite sure how 
it goes, but it’s something about a fool and his money. Maybe 
someone can remind me. Perhaps he could also remind a potential 
JC Conversion buyer too.
 
Peter Laidler - Happy RCS owner 

LETTERS

 

JULY 28TH 
THAMES 
VALLEY TOUR 
 
 
 
PLEASE CONTACT TO EXPRESS AN 
INTEREST. 
Terry Schraider- schraider@btinternet.com 
Clive Brooks – brooks.c2@sky.com 

Start and 
finish in 

Hook 

Breakfast 
and coffee 

Mystery 
lunch stop 

bring a 
picnic 

Rally plate 

Road Book 

85 miles 

Old and New 

MINI minis 

WELCOME
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A family run business with over 40 years experience.

Whether you are looking to buy a Mini, sell a Mini or have 
your existing one serviced, repaired or restored. Cambridge 
Miniworks has it covered!

ABOUT CAMBRIDGE MINIWORKS

Cambridge Miniworks is passionate about keeping the icon alive. The 
Mini is a big part of our heritage, and we live and breathe this classic 
little car every day. We love seeing cars and their owners, coming from 
all walks of life. It’s been our driving force, and what’s enabled us to 
work with this classic car for more than 40 years.

WHAT WE DO?

Keeping Minis on the road. Building long-term relationships, across the 
UK and around the world. Giving honest, impartial advice and opinion, 
from over 40 years experience.

At Cambridge Miniworks, we strive to build long-term relationships 
with classic Mini owners across the UK, and around the world, and 
our business is build on recommendations from happy customers. 
Our showroom and workshop in Cambridge is equipped as the UK’s 
premier location for every aspect of keeping your Mini on the road, 
and we give honest, impartial advice and opinion. Get in touch with us 
today and see how we can help you.

Below is a small selection of our cars, please visit www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk to see more.

01223 841141

CAMBRIDGE
MINIWORKS

11 High Green, Great Shelford, Cambridgeshire, CB22 5EG   T: +44(0) 1223 841141   E: blake@mworks.co.uk   W: www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk

The British Motor Museum’s popular annual event at Gaydon is a 
little later than usual this year, but the wait will be worth it as the 
Museum will be buzzing with Mini 60 celebrations. Coming the 
weekend before the IMM in Bristol, it should prove popular for Mini 
enthusiasts with the Museum easily accessed from the M40.

The Museum is home to an array of historic Minis dating back to 
621 AOK, the very first produced in 1959. Also on display will 
be the iconic X411 JOP, the last ever to come off the Longbridge 
production line in 2000.

Regular visitors will be familiar with the permanent display of the Monte 
Carlo Rally winning cars of 1964, 1965 and 1967, all of which are bound 
to attract a lot of attention on the day. There are also a number of 
interesting Minis on display in the Mezzanine Exhibition Gallery.

But, with the Mini’s birthday celebrations very much in mind, there 
is another event taking place on the day before, on Saturday 3rd 
August, as the Museum hosts a Classic Mini Mosaic World Record 
Attempt which is open to Minis produced between 1959 and 2000. 
This event, organised by Brian Sankey, will bring some 600 Minis 
together to create the phrase 'Mini 60' with the cars. This will be 

recorded from the air and the ground to provide the evidence that 
will be submitted to set a new Guinness World Record.

The eligible cars for this record attempt are:
• Classic Minis (produced between 1959 and 2000)
• Mini Clubmans
• Mini Clubman Estates

More details of both events are on the Museum’s website  
(https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events). 

Entry into the World Record attempt is just £7 per vehicle which 
also includes entry to the Museum and the National Metro & Mini 
Show for the driver and one passenger on both days. You can also 
camp at the Museum overnight on Saturday 3rd August for £10 per 
person. All tickets can be booked via the Museum’s website.

This year the Mini Cooper Register will have a display stand at 
the show with the Warwickshire region flying their flag. So, when 
booking for the show, please register your vehicle and don’t forget 
to add that you are a member of Mini Cooper Register so that the 
organisers can park everyone up together.

Metro & Mini Show  
British Motor Museum Gaydon 
Sunday 4th August 2019
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In February’s Cooper-Bristol piece I mentioned 
motor racing photographers, Guy Griffiths and 

George Phillips visiting Surbiton when Cooper 
had something new. Another member of these 
rarely credited, but highly talented lensmen, 
was John Ross. A youngster in his teens when 
he started out photographing across the UK and 
the Continent’s many famous race circuits, and 
once legendary events like the Monte Carlo and 
RAC Rallies. He too would make regular visits to 
racing car maker, Cooper and contemporary rivals 
such as BRM and Lotus, who were keen to show 
off their latest racing cars. John would even visit 
large conglomerates like BMC when there was 
a new model release in the wings – including the 
pre-launch for the 1959 Austin Seven and Morris 
Mini-Minor twins. All under the auspices as chief 
photographer for 1950s motor sport journal, Auto 
Course, this then evolved into Sporting Motorist 
magazine late that decade.

Life marches on and forming a busy family 
life with his wife Nicky and their 4 sons, John 
shared his spare time within the arts, music and 
political communities. The later even included 
taking on a stint as Deputy Mayor of Ealing 10 
years ago.

Sadly, sixty something years on from the beginning 
of all those race circuit visits, his good friend 
Scottish motoring journalist, Graham Gauld, 
posted on a motor racing forum that John had 
passed away on 21st January 2019 after a short 
stay in hospital – he was aged 85. With his passing, 
another link to the motoring press that covered 
motor racing and motoring during the era Cooper 
and BMC were at their successful best, has been 
broken. Fortunately, there is a wonderful legacy 
to John’s work via his own website that I’ve 
been aware of for a number of years. A handy 
reference resource and indeed will hopefully stay 
online for enthusiasts of the era to continue to 
enjoy. There’s so much magical imagery in both 
colour and black and white that John captured all 
those years ago with his trusty Rolleiflex camera. 

Of course John’s photos can still be enjoyed the 
old fashioned way from within the pages of 1950s 
Auto Course magazines. However, this is a difficult 
title to find and often spectacularly expensive 
to acquire. There is also by the very nature of 
publishing the world over, that old chestnut of lack 
of feature space. Meaning some of his published 
work can be formatted small and cropped. Ever 
more reason to enjoy the website. http://www.
johnrossmotorracingarchive.co.uk/index.php 

Stephen Dalton

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

…He too would make regular visits to racing car maker Cooper 
and contemporary rivals such as BRM and Lotus…

“
”

June 1956 Auto 
Course ran a feature 
on Cooper sports cars. 
Here is just one page 
showing some of John’s 
work on the then new 
MkII Cooper Bobtail. 
This being Jim Russell’s 
Works CCC car just 
after the 21st April 
Aintree 200 meeting

Inside the Cooper Works with another T39 Bobtail under construction
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A favourite photo taken by 
Graham Gauld at Goodwood 
in 1959, his 2 motoring press 
mates, John Ross (top) and 
Henry Manney III. As a brief 
aside, Henry wrote November 
1961 Road & Track’s Chobham 
Mini Cooper release feature

A sign of the times, precious little safety runoff, a haybale at the post and 
the poor chap in the foreground has run out of film. 10th April 1960 Grand 
Prix de Bruxelles F2 race had 14 Coopers amongst the entries - including 

the lads from F1. This is one of the heats when it rained with Maurice 
Trintignant leading Belguim’s own Olivier Gendebien

British Saloon Car Championship race at the 20th July British 
GP, Silverstone meeting. Whitmore & Hopkirk CCC 1071’s with 

Christabel Carlisle’s Don Moore prepared 1071 hot on their heels

18th July 1959 British GP, Aintree and Cooper Car Co Ltd employee, Ian Burgess drove the Italian 
‘Scuderia Centro-Sud’ Cooper Maserati - only to retire on lap 31 of 75 laps

Nothing like a bit of glamour to enhance things. One of the 
series of 1959 pre-launch photos John took of the Austin 

Se7en and Morris Mini-Minor
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We are really pleased to say that we have now firmed up plans for this 
event with the National Motor Museum and can give you details on 
what’s in store, if you would like to be part of the special Mini 60 display. 

Beaulieu’s Spring Autojumble is also celebrating its 25th anniversary, 
so it will be a double celebration as we mark 60 years since the 
launch of the first Mini in 1959. 

In response to our first invitation in recent issues of CooperWorld, 
over 20 members have already got in touch to say they would like to be 
involved – and we would ideally like to get up to a display of 60 cars to 
mark the 60th anniversary over the two-day event. It would be great if 
we could put on a display of the full spectrum of production cars from 
veterans to the last rover Coopers of 2000 – and everything in between. 

We are therefore recruiting more owners who would like take part 
and all participating owners will receive two free entry passes per car, 
which will give free access to Beaulieu’s Spring Autojumble on both 
the Saturday and Sunday.

For those who want to make a weekend of it, we will be allocated 
space for camping and caravanning. We are also looking at using the 
ancient Domus building in the grounds of Beaulieu Abbey, where we 
could arrange for lunch or afternoon tea to be served. There are also 
other good catering facilities on site and we could arrange evening 
catering in the Brabazon Restaurant. There will be free entertainment 

on the Saturday evening, as well as a Happy Hour. Excellent shower, 
toilet and baby changing facilities are also provided on site.

You would also be free to scour Spring Autojumble’s 1,000+ stands for 
classic car parts, motoring literature and automobilia bargains across the 
weekend. There is always a wide selection of cars for sale in Automart, 
which is a great opportunity if you would like to sell a car. Please contact 
us if you would like more details. On the Sunday, there are added 
features of the popular Trunk Traders, which is a treasure trove for 
surplus spares, tools and books, as well as Land Rover Rummage. 

Your complimentary access would include entry to the whole of the 
Beaulieu attraction, which includes admission to the National Motor 
Museum, World of Top Gear, On Screen Cars, the ancestral Montagu 
home of Palace House, 13th century Beaulieu Abbey and the grounds 
and gardens. It is also set in beautiful surroundings in the heart of the 
New Forest National Park. 

If all this has whetted your appetite to get involved, then please email 
us at minisixty2019@talktalk.net and include details of your car 
(along with a photo), your name and contact details, including your 
address, which day you want to attend (Sat/ Sun/ both days), plus 
any camping, caravanning or motorhome requirements if you are 
planning an overnight stay. 

We look forward to hearing from you.

Mini 60 at 
Beaulieu’s Spring 

Autojumble 18th & 
19th May 2019
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classic car
insurance

visit: www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk
email: info@classiccarinsurance.co.uk

01376 574000
call now for an instant quote

Policy benefits may include:
• Free agreed valuations
• Roadside assistance and recovery within 

UK/EU
• Limited mileage options
• Discounts for multiple car ownership
• Club member discounts

 PBIS specialises in classic car insurance, 
as well as insurance for other collectable 
classic vehicles. As a company built on 
passion, we strive to deliver exemplary 

levels of service and customer satisfaction.

We have been arranging insurance for
your classics for over 30 years, so we

know what is important to you.

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270

ask us today about our 
classic car cover
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Trade Supporter
2019

THE PETER BEST
BRAXTED
BREAKFAST MEET

8.30am – 12.30pm 
28th April 2019 
Braxted Park Estate, 
Essex. CM8 3EN

Begin your Drive-it Day in style! 
Meet fellow car club members and motoring enthusiasts, enjoy
a complimentary hot drink and bacon roll in the welcoming and 
photogenic surroundings of Braxted Park Estate, home to
Peter Best Insurance Services.

Come and enjoy…

• Complimentary bacon roll 
served with the choice of a 
hot or cold drink

• Beautiful Setting

• Array of interesting vehicles

• Static vehicle display

• Free Parking & Facilities

If you’re interested in attending please register at: www.pbis-bbm.eventbrite.co.uk
Or email: stephen.best@peterbestinsurance.co.uk for more information.

This event is limited to 500 vehicles, so please book early to
avoid disappointment.

Braxted Breakfast Meet
All types of vehicles from all marques and eras are welcome to attend. Whether you 
drive a classic, modified or super car, feel free to bring it along for others to admire.

www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk

PETER BEST INSURANCE SERVICES

01376 574000call now for an
instant quote

CAR
INSURANCE

HOME
INSURANCE

CLASSIC CAR
INSURANCE

For directions to the estate visit:
www.braxtedpark.co.uk
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Aaltonen back at the wheel of Minis

Rauno Aaltonen has been busy with 
two Mini drives during February. The 
first was an entry on the Swedish 
Historique Rally held over a day in the 
middle of the WRC Swedish Rally using 
the same forest stages. Rauno was 
using the car recently built by Philip 
Anning and Söderqvist Engineering in 
Sweden as mentioned in last month’s 
article. Pre-event testing went well 
and for a brand new car there was 
little that needed attending to. Of 
course tyres are vital on snow and ice 
covered forest stages and this is where 

Aaltonen’s experience shows, he was using special 145X10 Finnish 
snow tyres with around 400 studs fitted into them. 

All was going well until after the first leg when he slid off on the seventh 
stage and into a ditch. With plenty of spectators around, the car was 
manhandled back onto the track but he was on full lock and with lots of 
revs to get out, the outer CV joint failed. He got into the service area 
but was by now too far behind and the car was retired. Looking at the 
photo of the failed joint, the likes of which I’ve never seen before, I 
wonder if the joint was of sufficient quality to start with? The rally was 
won by Petter Solberg in an Escort RS – so strong opposition.

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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The next run for Rauno was the following week at Race Retro where 
he drove Pat Walker’s ever green Ex-Works Mini 977 ARX. With a new 
set on Yoko A032s on the car, these took a short while to bed in – not 
the least because the pressures were all over the place. Once this was 
addressed, Aaltonen entertained the crowds over the two days with 
numerous runs. The car however, it seems, is in need of some attention 
as it was behaving not as it should, although Aaltonen drove through 
it. With quite a harsh limited slip diff fitted to the car, any fault in the 
suspension or, in particular the steering is even more noticeable. The 
car is probably due a refresh after having done so much hard work over 
the years. It is commendable that Pat continues to use and show this 
most active of all ex-Works cars, let’s hope that he finds time to give 
the car some well deserved remedial attention before too long.

33 EJB saga

I was very interested to read the first part of Guy Smith’s two part feature 
on 33 EJB and his assertions that the car in Gaydon is indeed the same 
metal that Hopkirk used to win the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally. I too have 
been sceptical over the years and talking to those who have knowledge 
from the period have made me perhaps doubt if it was indeed the Monte 
winner. There is little doubt that several 33 EJB clones were made up at 
the time to satisfy PR requirements and the story that the car was stolen 
and damaged also added fuel to the fire. Guy has gone to extraordinary 
lengths dissecting photographs and period magazine article to arrive at his 
conclusion and it is to his credit that he has put all of this together. I for 
my part am 99% convince that he is right. There is one scratch by the air 
duct on the front bulkhead which is on the car today (anorak time folks – 
sorry!) and it’s on a BMC period photo taken under the bonnet. So that, 
to me is rather conclusive, small a detail as it is all the same.

Try as I might however, I’ve never found an under bonnet shot of the 
car actually on the Monte. If that scratch was there then I’d be 100% 
convinced. Having said that invariably on the Monte and other events, 
the bulkhead was generally covered in the sound deadening, masking 
that detail, so there is no guarantee a photo would give us the answer. 
It’s also quite possible that the scratch appeared any time after the 
Monte. Great work Guy. I’ll read part 2 with great interest.

Heated front Screens

John McIntosh recently got in touch to tell me that Moss-Europe have in 
stock the Works pattern heated front screens. I do believe that these have 
also been available from Pilkington Glass direct for a while and also from 
Mini Sport. Both these retailers are selling screens of a similar pattern to the 
original screens with the exposed silver elements clearly visible. Mini Spares 
also sell a heated front screen but those distinctive heating elements are 
not visible. Mini Sport has also recently started to market very early heated 
screens, used by the Works, where the heated elements are only on the 
driver's half of the screen. Great if you are building an early Works replica. 

Rauno Aaltonen and Hans Sylvan charging through the Swedish forest

Rauno Aaltonen with Pat Walker at Race Retro

The failed CV joint



Mini Cooper Register | 41

REGISTERS

REGISTERS

Mini Cooper Register | 41

None of these stockists however are able to offer the original pattern 
switch to operate the screen correctly. These are occasionally offered 
on eBay, but I suspect they are not the correct items as the original 
switches were specifically made for Abingdon by the TOK Company 
in the Midlands and, whilst other similar looking switches may look 
correct on the dashboard, I doubt they are the real thing. The switch 
is a four way rotary switch, with ‘off’ at the top, ‘minimum’ over the 
entire screen at the 3 o’clock position, ‘full power’ over driver’s half of 
the screen at 6 o’clock and then ‘full power’ over the entire screen at 
9 o’clock. So you see this special switch does all of that. There is an old 
wives tale that said it was simply a cooker switch, which is rubbish. The 
only validity in that is the actual operating knob seems not dissimilar to 
those found on vintage Belling ovens. But no, it’s not a cooker switch.

Beaulieu

Despite my invitation to those in this Register to let me know if you 
would like to display your car at Beaulieu this June, I’ve had but one 
offer so far. I know it’s still a good way off but I would like to have 
all of this display in place by early May. It is too demanding on Tony 
Salter’s time to print out the display sheets at the very last minute, 
so please, do Tony and indeed me, a favour and let me know that 
you wish to be part of the Ex-Works display on Sunday 9th June. As 
always a free entry ticket to the show is your reward! Please don’t 
leave it to the last few weeks. Thanks.

Until next month

Robert Young

Correct TOK heated front screen switch

Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

You might recall that last month I was 
a little surprised the new old stock 
March 1966 shell did not have cut 
outs in the front bumper lip and our 
Super Registrar, Garry Dickens, the 
very long time owner of his Tweed 
grey/OEW Mk 1 S that was built in 
September 1965, got in touch to say 
that his car has the cut outs in the 
front bumper mounting plinth, which 
rather confirmed my thoughts about 
when they were introduced i.e. that 
it was in 1965. Incidentally, I thought 
the pictures showed the car to be bare 
metal but the owner tells me that was Simon Wheatcroft

down to the flash on his camera and that it is actually primed in a 
delicate shade of beige.

I was recently sent some pictures of the Austin Cooper S that was 
originally owned by movie star and some time Mini racer Steve 
McQueen. The car was reportedly originally Almond green/OEW but 
was modified by Precision Auto Body of Hollywood. Externally the paint 
job looked rather like a Radford of the period had the work been carried 
out in the UK. However, apart from the paint job it had the distinctive 
single driving light, remodelled boot lid, recessed radio aerial adjacent to 
the right hand tank filler and wider wheels but without additional arches.

Internally it was upgraded by Tony Nancy with a Rokee style wood 
dash and better seats, but opinion seems divided on whether they 

Steve McQueen collecting his new Mk 1 S from Precision Auto 
Body of Hollywood in 1967

A rare shot of Steve out and about with the Cooper S
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were leather or vinyl trimmed. The liners were trimmed to match the 
seats and the keen eyed might also spot what appear to be air vents 
in the front arches. The steering wheel was supplied by Vilem B Haan 
which is not a name I am familiar with. McQueen kept the car for a 
few years although pictures of him driving it have proved elusive. It 
then had three or four changes of keeper before Lee Brown, who 
had been involved in the original conversion work on the car in 1967 
purchased it around 1990 for US$10,000 and, for a number of years, 
it was on display in The Petersen Automotive Museum when looking 
quite tired.

Around 2015 the car returned to Precision Auto Body who are now 
known as Reseda and restoration work commenced. As mentioned 
above, the car looked a bit tired but not rusty, and one of the benefits 
of having spent its life in California. After being stripped, what was 
revealed appears to have been an Old English white car rather than 

Modestly trimmed compared to a Radford. Note the air vents in 
the arches

As found in 1990 – note the factory sump guard and rear wheels by 
Carlos Fandango!

When stripped it looks very much as though the original colour was 
Old English white rather than the reported Almond green

The brackets attached to the front panel were, presumably, 
connected to the apertures in the wheel arches to provide fresh 
cool air to the occupants

The remodelled boot lid, does it work aesthetically? I’m not 
convinced it improves the look

Imagine finding this in your local paper! As advertised in the LA Times
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I don’t think many UK restorers would have removed a floor that was 
this good – I wonder what the hole in the rear of the tunnel is for

the previously reported Almond green. It was blasted and although 
it didn’t look at all bad afterwards, rather a lot of metal was cut out. 
Apparently, it has been a bit quiet on recent progress but it looks 
as though pretty much anything that Steve McQueen would have 
touched will have been replaced. It will then probably be wheeled 
out at a major US concours competition, such as Pebble Beach in due 
course; thoroughly devoid of any personality or patina because that is 
the way they seem to like things over there.

This month’s competition car is an Austin 1071 S in rally action, Tony 
Davies piloting 444 GDM on the 1971 Tour of Dean. The registration 
number survives even if the car doesn’t!

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

After blasting it doesn’t look at all bad from the front…

… or the side

444 GDM is now attached to a Toyota Hi-Lux but looks much better 
here on Tony Davies’s 1071S in the Forest of Dean in 1971

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this month’s report. Well, 
the end of February has seen some 
spring like weather; unusual to have 
temperatures in double figures so does 
this bode well for the rest of the year?

This year’s MCR Mini Day show at 
Beaulieu is going to be celebrating 60 
years of the Mini which, to be honest, 
doesn’t seem like 10 years ago that it 
was Mini 50! Where has all that time 
gone? Anyway, getting back to the point, 
the main display will be a varied one 
celebrating 60 years milestone and, for 
that reason, this year there will be no 
individual register displays. So, please 

support the main display if you can, as you are guaranteed a good 
parking place in the arena and a free ticket. If you would like to take 
part, then there will be details in the magazine and also on the website.

Norman Purves has been in touch about his early 1961 build 997 
Cooper, registered 5392 LJ. It is an Austin variant built on the 6th 
October 1961, finished in Tartan red with a black roof. The car 
was bought by Norman way back in 1969 and has just recently 
emerged from being fully restored. In fact it was deemed that the 
original body shell was past being useable. A replacement correct 
body shell was sourced in the shape of an Australian CKD car, the 
only difference evident was in how the roof drainage gutters were 
finished. The original 997 engine has been rebuilt by Southam Mini 
and Metro centre, a wise choice as they have a good reputation. 
The only modification here was the substitution for a more usable 4 
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synchromesh gearbox as Mk1s all had 3 synchromesh gearboxes and 
today spare parts are difficult to source.

Other modifications include Cooper S specification brakes, and in 
my opinion a wise choice, not just for better efficiency, but also 
the availability of parts to complete a set. Another good choice for 
Norman was a heated front screen, as most of us know; the re-
circulating heater is not the most effective for the job.

Nice to see that this car has kept its original speedometer too as the 
early cars, in common with early standard Minis, had a mileometer 
that did not have tenths just whole miles. According to the register, 
the last car by date to have one fitted was late January 1962. But this 
may have been intermittent with the fitment of the later Speedo.

Thank you Norman for sharing the details of your Cooper.

That's all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

Norman’s 997 Cooper freshly restored

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Part 2 

I left you last month on something of a 
cliff hanger with Tony Stevens’ S engine 
at Southam Metro and Mini Centre 
(SMMC) for diagnosis of a bottom end 
rumble, Tony picks up the tale……

‘Following some lengthy phone calls and 
a couple of visits to Rod at SMMC it was 
clear there was some serious damage to 
the block and crank, not what I wanted 
to hear, but the good news was that 
the damage was repairable, so I could 
breathe a little easier. The grisly details 
are as follows…

With the block stripped out, hot washed and cleaned, all the 
components were measured. The crankshaft was badly worn on its 
centre main and number 3 journal. In addition, number 3 conrod was 
damaged beyond repair, a missing oil plug in the crank causing the 
problems here. The crank itself would not turn in the block which 
meant it would require line boring to sort out. A piston ring problem 
meant that the block would also need a rebore. Stripping the cylinder 
head revealed badly worn and pitted exhaust valves requiring new 
valves and valve seats. Quite a few problems then, but luckily the 
flywheel, clutch assembly and gearbox were in good order and just 
needed cleaning and balancing, which was a relief.

Nick Hunter

The cranks remaining oil plugs were all drilled out and new ones 
machined in, the main and big end bearings were all resized and then 
the crank sent away for re-nitriding. The block was bored to 1310cc 
and a set of corresponding ‘+40’ cast Omega pistons fitted. At this 
stage I decided to upgrade the camshaft, the one fitted, a Kent 550 
fast road had been in there for many years, and so on the advice of 
Rod I fitted a Swiftune SW5 grind. Given the damage to the engine, 
I decided to renew the oil cooler to be on the safe side to ensure 
everything would be clean and debris free.

When the time came to pick up the engine, I was delighted with the 
results, right down to the gleaming coat of fresh green engine paint. 
Once back home I could crack on with bolting the short engine to 
the gearbox, and with these back together fit the flywheel and clutch 
assembly. With all this done, I could finally drop the complete unit back 
in the car and start adding the ancillaries at my leisure. With everything 
fitted back together, I added oil and water and it was time for the first 
fire up. First, I cranked the engine to build oil pressure, and then I 
switched off the ignition immobiliser and the car burst into life on the 
next turn of the key. I set the idle at 2,000 rpm in order to run the 
camshaft in gently, so far so good, until, moving to the front of the car 
I noticed water pouring out from between engine and the radiator. 
Unfortunately, the water pump had cried enough. This delayed things a 
little whilst I sourced a new pump and with this fitted I completed the 
camshaft run in about 15mins at 2,000rpm in the garage.

With the car now up and running again, the next stage was to get the 
car back down to SMMC for an initial set up to allow me to run the 
car in on the road. I used a local company to trailer the car down for 
me. With the car unloaded, Colin did some initial checks before putting 
the car on the rollers and found that the manifold gasket was leaking 
around the inlet manifold joint. There wasn’t time to repair it there 
and then and with my trailer transport having already departed I was 

Completed engine resplendent in a fresh coat of engine green

PCT with rebuilt engine freshly installed and ready for a trip to 
SMMC for initial set up
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stranded, luckily fellow MCR member Richard Humphries (who owns 
a lovely Mk11 Britax racer replica) was there again and offered me a lift 
home which was generous, particularly when you consider he lives in 
Northamptonshire and I’m in Lincolnshire - thank you Richard!
 
After 3 days the car was ready for collection and I arranged with a 
friend to make the trip back down to Southam. On arrival Colin gave 
me the keys and told me to take the car for a spin with instructions 
to keep the engine speed below 3,500rpm and not to ‘labour’ the 
engine in higher gears. As soon as I drove off, I could feel the car was 
definitely smoother and more responsive and I was really pleased. 
With a shake of hands and a thank you to Colin and Rod I set off back 
to Lincolnshire keeping my eye on the speed; this of course being 
part of the running in process. Just 500 miles of this was not going to 
be easy as the car seemed to really want to go with a lot of torque 
from the new Swiftune cam.

It’s been a long time since I’ve run an engine in, but I decided to make 
up one of those ‘Running in’ signs for the back window of the car that 
you used to see back in the 1970s to explain my comparative dawdling 
along to other motorists. I was keen to run the car in correctly, but I 
recognise the importance of not being a hazard to other road users!

With 500 miles eventually covered, gently increasing the load and 
rpm on the engine, I retorqued the head, set the valve clearances and 
changed the oil and filter. We were ready for the final set up on the 
rollers. A date was set with Colin with instructions to gradually increase 
the rpm to 4,500 and the loading on the engine on the run down to 
Southam. With the first run on the rollers, Colin detected a misfire; 
luckily a change of spark plugs was all that was needed. Now it was 
time for the first ‘Power run’. The engine was taken to 6,000rpm, with 
me watching nervously, a leaning out of the mixture at the top end was 
detected, a tweak of the mixture had this sorted, a second run and the 
result was 86bhp at the wheels, which I was delighted with! 

On reflection, I realise now that I was pretty fortunate not to have had 
much more damage to the engine than had occurred, and I should have 
really had that rolling road session done much sooner. As it turned out 
it was a good result thanks to timing, friends and fellow MCR members. 
I’m really pleased with the car now, it hasn’t run this well for years, 
probably not since it was new and with much more power.

I’d like to thank a number of people for their help. First and foremost 
Rod and Colin and everyone else at Southam for their engineering 
expertise, Richard Humphries of course for support and transport, 
Mike Whiston, chairman of the Grantham Classic Car Club, Simon 
Tinkler for the trailer hire, Andrew Hollingworth for the hoist and 
various members of the MCR for advice and support’

Thanks to Tony for sharing his experiences with us, it reminds me 
that I must get EWA booked in on the rollers very soon.

On the rollers at SMMC, power runs are not for the faint hearted!

Finally, before I go, just a quick update on Beaulieu. You’ve probably 
seen that there will be a time line display to mark the Mini’s 60th 
birthday in the main arena. This means that there will not be Register 
displays as such however; there should still hopefully be a number of 
Mk 2 Ss on display covering the 1967-1970 production period.

Until next time

Nick Hunter 

Cooper Mk 2 Register

I am very grateful this month to Malcolm Voss for the following, so 
take it away Malcolm. 

‘As a recent joiner of the Mk 2 Cooper register, Graham has asked me 
to introduce myself or rather, my car. 

Having owned five Minis in the 1970s and 80s, I have always wanted a 
Mk 2 Cooper. They are, in my opinion, more fun than a standard car 
and, especially now, a lot less expensive than a Cooper S. Recently 
I had the opportunity to buy a 1969 Austin which, although needing 
work, is nonetheless good enough to treat as a rolling restoration. 
I am not a ‘concourse car’ person and much prefers a car that I can 
have fun with without being scared to drive it hard. So my project 
is to make my car safe and tidy and we can enjoy on the many road 
events that the club organises. As it stands I am currently making an 
ever expanding list of ‘Things to do’ and I am sure I will need the help 
of people in this club who have trodden this path before me’.

I hope Malcolm will be able to share with us in future reports, some 
of his restoration experience as work progresses on his car.

You may recall the plight of an Essex Mk 2 owner who was struggling 
to save this pride and joy from being written-off by his insurer. The car 
has since been examined by an Automotive Engineer commissioned 
by the owner as previously mentioned, and re-examined by yet 
another Automotive Engineer for the insurer. Unfortunately, there is a 
difference of opinion. Both agree the extent of the structural damage 
to the shell but differ on the write-off category. Surely, if the ABI 
Guidelines of March 2017 paragraph 8 section 1 were to be considered 
by the insurer, re-building the car into a replacement shell could be an 
option. The insurance company seems adamant the write-off remains 
a Category B, but would it, if the shell was replaced? It’s a conundrum 
and one that might need referring to the Ombudsman Service for 
consideration. Let’s hope for better news next time. I think it is a lesson 
we should all heed and start to ask the providers of our classic car 
insurers a few “what if” questions about the cover they provide. 

Last month I asked for volunteers to represent the Mk 2 Register at 
Beaulieu in June. But it seems I was a bit hot off the mark with my 

Graham Robinson

Malcolm Voss’ recently acquire Mk 2 Cooper
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request since, this being the Minis 60th anniversary a special display 
is being arranged instead of the Register displays. However, if you 
would like to be part of it to represent the Mk 2 Cooper please 
contact me ASAP.

Well that’s about it for now. Spring is on its way so I am looking 
forward to hearing about your first outings of the year.

Until next month,

Happy Coopering.

Graham Robinson 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

A relatively rare item turned up 
recently in the shape of a new old 
stock Mk 3 radiator muff. The Mk 3 
version used to be a fairly common 
site at Autojumbles but they are much, 
much fewer and further between these 
days. The Mk 3 round front Mini range 
required a slightly different design to 
the Mk 2, to allow for the repositioned 
air intake on the right hand side and 
the additional intake on the left, for 
the optional dashboard fresh air vents. 
So, the overall shape of the muff less 
reflects the classic Mini grill profile. It 

still features the flap for the Mk 3 S oil 
cooler however.

Simon Wheatcroft

Another relatively rare item is a one owner from new Mk 3 S but 
one appeared for sale recently at a Morris Leslie auction in Perth. 
NTS 371K, a Bronze yellow example, was built in early June 1971 
and registered in August the same year. It was on the Register but 
a car that I had never seen. The small initial selection of pictures 
on the auction site showed what appeared to be a tired but pretty 
original looking vehicle. But as we know, looks can be deceptive and 
for some reason with one owner cars this has often proved to be 
the case. Subsequent pictures revealed a car that, although it had an 
original looking boot board, it was devoid of any bootboard brackets 
or even a spare wheel to hold it up. It had been re-shelled, apparently 
following a snow time indiscretion, probably in the 1980s judging 
by the B20S body number tag. To be fair, to Morris Leslie once they 
were made aware they did add to their auction description that the 
car had been re-shelled.

An original and complete AKF 1948 radiator muff kit in all its glory

AKF 1948 fitting instructions

The initial views of NTS were quite promising…

… with a fairly tidy interior…

… but as so often the case it all goes very wrong in the boot…
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My man on the ground at the sale reported that the car was bid to 
£10,500, which is probably what it is worth in parts these days but 
well short of the £15,000 - £18,000 estimate; it seems that the car 
was subsequently sold for the top bid price.

You may recall last year another disappointing one owner change of 
base unit car I wrote about back in the December 2017 edition of 
CooperWorld which was PHK 666K. This April 1971 built car was 
snapped up by a dealer at a Barons auction in October 2017 for £22,500 
and then immediately put up for sale on their website at £31,995. 

Despite several price reductions, the dealer couldn’t shift it and it 
is little wonder really when a prospective purchaser test drove the 
car and reported “Frankly, I wasn’t impressed by the presentation, a 
‘bird’s nest’ of wiring under the dash with an odd blue light showing, 
a couple of rocker switches dangling down underneath (not sure 
what for) and no engine number on the block. In any case it didn’t run 
properly despite a mechanic taking out the plugs and cleaning them!” 

…and with the body number – this is a 1980s (and later) style B20S 
prefix body tag for a round front Mini

This is the correct style B20D prefix tag for a Mk 3 S

PHK does look a nice tidy car even if it doesn’t currently drive too well

The poor running was probably down to ‘old’ petrol as the current 
fuel goes off after a couple of months and the car had been with 
the dealer for over a year at the time of the test drive. PHK was 
entered into the Silverstone Auctions Race Retro sale with an 
estimate of £22,000 to £26,000 where it sold for £22,500 including 
buyer’s premium.

A couple more change of base unit cars that have pinged on my radar 
this month; the first is OBG 215J a Glacier white example that looks 
very presentable and which had been for sale on the Emerald Isle 
for over a year. This car turned up at the London Classic Car Show 
where it was advertised at £27,995.

The second also gets the occasionally awarded Optimist of the Month 
trophy and that goes to Sayer Selection for YRH 371J, which I think 
is the dearest Mk 3 S on the market to date. This December 1970 
built car was owned by international rally co-driver Ian Grindrod for 
a number of years. In January 2016 it was advertised at £20,000, by 
February 2018 it was £39,995 and it has now accelerated to £54,000! 
Yes, you did read that correctly £54,000 for a Mk 3 S.

Dealers and/or auction houses don’t seem to understand the effect 
on the value of a Mk 3 S that a change of base unit has. Naysayers and 
doom mongers seem to think the bottom as dropped out of the Mk 
3 S market, but the fact is that I don’t think I’ve seen a good original 
or a well restored original Mk 3 S offered for sale at an auction for 
probably eighteen months or more.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Birds eye view of OBG 215J at the London Classic Car Show

It makes a refreshing change to see a car not on Minilites or Rosepetals 
these days, YRH 371J sports Mk 2 Cosmic alloys but £54,000? Really?



48 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

Rover Cooper Register

Exception to the Rule

One of the many facets of being a 
registrar is that from time to time 
I am asked to provide an insurance 
valuation for members’ cars. The 
hubris that has gripped the classic car 
market in recent years now makes 
this practice a bit of a lottery, as 
owners attempt to guess how much 
their cars have increased in value 
since their last insurance renewal.

It is human nature to tap into any 
evidence that confirms our own 
beliefs - confirmation bias - and so it 

was when a member contacted me to have his limited edition John 
Cooper S Works re-valued for his insurance renewal. He already 
had a figure in mind, based on a similar car that had been sold at 
auction and because his car was in better overall condition, he fairly 
reasoned that it had to be worth a few thousand pounds more. To 
validate his assertion he assured me that his car was part of the 
same limited edition batch.

Because I like to check the facts before committing to a 
valuation, it did worry me that mention had been made of a 
John Cooper limited edition that I had not come across in my 
seven years of acting as the MCR’s Rover Mini Cooper Registrar. 
Thanks to the wonders of the internet, I soon tracked down 
the details of the particular car that had been sold at auction. 
It did indeed sell for a premium price and it was also the same 
model. It’s condition conveyed by the six photographs gave the 
impression of a well cared for vehicle, so I can only assume that 
subsequent comments about some minor corrosion issues are 
based on an actual inspection. 

As for the car being a limited edition, this one turned out to be 
a Sport 5 John Cooper S Works conversion, one - according to 
the auction listing - of 25 built. Where that number was plucked 
from is unclear. To the best of my knowledge there is no official 
record of how many Sport 5 S Works cars were actually built 
because it was never intended to be a defined limited edition. 
Nor were they ever given their own specific conversion number 
sequence as hinted at in the sale narrative. Add the possible 
conflation with the run of mostly pre 1999 Sport 5s and none of 
us end up any wiser.

John Parnell

In terms of the insurance valuation I was doing, the subject car was 
not a Sport 5, so to begin with we were not even comparing like 
with like. And there was another issue too; the auction car’s mileage 
was several thousand miles lower, a factor that can make quite a 
difference to a valuation, especially for Rover Minis and Mini Coopers.

My next step was to speak to Richard Williams at Richard Williams 
Classic Minis (www.rwclassicminis.com). Richard has sold almost 700 
Minis (mostly Rover Minis and Mini Coopers) over the past 10 years and, 
as one would expect, he is a good judge of the current market. A further 
barometer of general market pricing can be gleaned from cars of a similar 
spec. and mileage that have been up for sale for some time and have 
either not sold or taken a long time to find a buyer. The same applies 
to auction sales that fail to make their reserve. What of the auction 
price that triggered the valuation enquiry in the first place? According to 
Richard Williams, that was a freak result of the kind that auction houses 
dream of where two opposing bidders each refuse to back down. 
Exceptions don’t make the rules and, regardless of what an owner may 
think, any car is only worth what someone else is prepared to pay for it.

Rover Mini Cooper Monte Carlo 

On the subject of limited editions, 2019 is the 25th anniversary of the 
announcement of the Rover Mini Cooper Monte Carlo. This really 
is one of the most eye-catching Mini models Rover ever produced 
and incorporated a number of new features that were to become 
standard on production vehicles. My last major review of these cars 
was in December 2011, so for the benefit of newer members, please 
excuse me if I update some old ground.

S Works cars all carried the eponymous decals on the rear quarter 
panels regardless of the gearbox type

The Cooper Sport 5 cars all carry this distinctive decal on both rear 
quarter panels. Most pre date the Sport 5 John Cooper S Works 

The Sport 5 John Cooper S Works was announced in late 1998



Mini Cooper Register | 49

REGISTERS

Announced in July 1994, the Rover Mini Monte Carlo certainly has 
a sporting appearance. Just 200 were sold in the UK, split between 
traditional Flame red/White Diamond, and Black/White Diamond. 
There appears to be no firm agreement on the exact division 
between the two alternative colour choices; one source suggests it 
was 150/50, another states 140/60. I am not convinced that either is 
correct; I have 31 cars on the register (all of them with ‘M’ prefix UK 
registrations) 16 of which are black. Perhaps when I have doubled 
that number we will be closer to a definitive split.

In spite of the premium list price of £7,995, the release was an 
instant sell-out. These vehicles share the same SAXXNNAYCBD 
chassis prefix as other Rover Cooper SPi cars but the engine prefix is 
12A2EJ66 denoting a power unit with a compression ratio of 10.1:1, 
a final drive of 3.21:1 (manual transmission) and a 35amp alternator 
(necessary because of the four auxiliary driving/fog lamps). The engine 
output is 63PS at 5,700rpm

I only have the chassis (VIN) and engine details of 18 cars; the earliest 
is SAXXNNAYCBD091661 and the latest 094460. The lowest 
engine number is 12A2EJ66294029 and the highest is 300093. The 
‘EJ66’ engine number sequence appears to have been a continuation 
of the ‘12A2EF77’ series which was superseded by the dot matrix 
numbered 12A2EJ02 engines in September 1994. 

Looking at the external specification, the Monte Carlo limited edition 
has the following features: 
12 x 5 inch sports alloy wheels painted gunmetal
165/60 x 12 low profile radial tyres
Locking wheelnuts 
Body coloured wheel arch extensions. 
Body and wheel centre decals, the same as those mentioned above, 
but minus the white rally door squares. 
Plain white bonnet stripes
Four auxiliary driving lamps across the grille
Chrome ‘sports style’ finisher to the exhaust. 
Door mirrors colour matched to the roof 
The bonnet decal is mounted approximated midway on the left 
side partially overlapping the bonnet stripe. The boot lid decal is 
positioned on the left side horizontal with the red section of the 
rear light. 

Eye-catching package: The Rover Mini Cooper Monte Carlo

The Mini Cooper Monte Carlo had a colourful two-tone interior

Standard features for the interior include:
Unique cream ‘Monaco’ cloth seat facings with red vinyl side rolls and 
seat backs 
Door and rear quarter liners to match the above
Matching upholstered head restraints on the front seats
Red seatbelts
Red hand stitched leather gear knob and matching leather effect gear 
lever gaiter
Full width burr walnut veneer dashboard fascia
Ivory coloured instruments
Phillips R652 stereo radio/cassette
Analogue clock
Internal bonnet release
Three spoke red leather trimmed steering wheel with red ‘Rallye 
Monte Carlo’ badge on centre pad
Red cut pile carpet
Tinted glass with windscreen chassis (VIN) security etching
 
Other Points

It is believed that at least two factory development cars were 
produced with red leather trim.

The rear number plate light fixing was finished in plain black plastic as 
per ordinary Spi Rover Coopers. The wheel arch extensions have a 
black sealing strip sandwiched against the body panel. These require 
special pop rivets with a longer shank to secure them without splitting 
the plastic extension moulding.

Although there is no mention of Rover Cooper Monte Carlos being 
exported to Japan, it is clear that quite a number were earmarked 
for that destination as evidenced by the quantity that are now being 
repatriated to the UK due the onerous (and expensive) conditions 
of the Japanese MOT system known as ‘Shaken’. The AKM 1217 
parts microfiche lists the Japanese spec. engine prefix as 12A2EJ77 
(denoting air conditioning and 55 amp alternator). 

Cars destined for customers in Japan have a KPH speedometer, non 
opening rear quarterlight windows, and in order to make room for the 

The interior of the Rover Mini Cooper Monte Carlo included ivory 
instrument dials and a burr walnut veneer dashboard fascia 

Spot the difference: Japanese spec. Monte Carlos and Minis have air 
conditioning. Note the vents in place of the analogue clock
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required air conditioning vents inside the car, there is no analogue clock 
on the dashboard. They also have a chromed ‘Rover’ badge on the left 
of the boot lid, and the VIN (chassis) plate is pop-riveted to the boot 
floor rather than being located on the driver’s side engine bay inner 
wing as you would expect for a UK market vehicle. Not all of them 
were red or black in colour; British Racing Green / White Diamond was 
also a popular choice in Japan, along with automatic transmission.

Full details of the specification of the Rover Cooper Monte Carlo can be 
found in the eponymous Rover sales brochure No. 4789 dated 1994.

Registrar’s Comments

In August 1994 Rover published a ‘Mini Approved Accessories’ 
brochure, AKM 570, offering most of the styling features, including 
the road wheels, steering wheel and gear knob, found on the Monte 
Carlo limited edition models. The only thing not listed is the unique 
cream and red ‘Monaco’ seats.

The DVLA records show a peak of 184 licensed Rover Cooper 
Monte Carlo cars in 1994, a figure that nicely confirms the original 
production tally of 200. Only 140 now survive in the UK, a number 
inflated by re-imported examples from Japan. Original UK spec. 
cars are now highly collectable, especially low mileage examples in 
exceptional condition. In spite of its higher specification, expect a 
Japanese re-import to be up to 30% lower in price than an equivalent 
UK car. Beware of look-alikes that have been dressed up from the 
above accessories brochure. The obvious pointers to the genuine UK 
article are the correct interior and 12A2EJ66 engine number prefix.

Until next month…

Have a happy Easter.

John Parnell

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

1970 Mk 3 Mini Cooper S  
Radford DeVille 

It’s almost fifty years since a Mini was 
transformed by Radford, the last car 
to my knowledge being completed at 
the end of 1972, and by which time, 
the struggling company was trading as 
Radford, Freestone and Webb. It was 
by then based in an old two-storey 
warehouse in Old Church Lane, Park 
Royal, NW London, which also housed 
a commercial vehicle repair garage 
and a machine shop, both operated 
by separate companies. Freestone 
and Webb were well respected coach 
builders in Harlesden next to Park 

Royal, specialising in Rolls-Royce and Bentley bodies since 1923, but 
in 1963, due to reduced orders, they combined forces with Radford. 
Records show that under their last title, RF&W they actually ceased 
trading in 1975.

As a point of interest, Radford in Park Royal were contracted to 
develop the interiors for the highly desirable Ford GT40 and, more 
surprisingly, the leather seats for Concord, first upholstered in light 
grey smooth leather. They also trimmed out one-off cars such as 
Stirling Moss’ bespoke Mk1 Cortina, a two-door 1967Jaguar S-Type 
convertible and a Volvo P1800 convertible. Both the Jaguar and the 
Volvo still exist.

I clearly recall visiting Radfords workshop in my lunch break with 
two friends while on day release from Willesden Technical College 
just two miles down the road. In the Radford car park being polished 
was a 1970 Mk3 Cooper S Radford DeVille, registration number 
DYE 8J and painted, from memory, a light metallic blue colour with 

Steve Burkinshaw

a tinge of lilac. The interior was trimmed in cream leather and blue 
piping. The conversion included all the extras and alterations that 
the coach builder could muster such as; a ‘Countryman’ back door 
(we now call them hatchbacks), a walnut dashboard to include nine 
instruments, fifteen toggle switches (which all looked the same!) a 
Webasto sliding sun roof, electric windows and ultra rare Facel Vega 
stacked headlamps with inbuilt indicator lights. As Minis morphed 

Rare Mk 3 Radford De Ville displaying 6” Magna alloys and welded 
steel arces

Magna alloys on a Mk 2 Radford

Burr walnut dash as fitted to the last Radford built
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from Mk2 to Mk3 and probably to keep up with Wood and Pickett 
Coach buiders a mile down the road, Radford Minis were appearing 
with their side seams removed and flared-in steel wheel arches were 
added to cover the extra wide alloy wheels. Just to be different, the 
last few DeVilles were fitted with Magna 6" wide wheels produced by 
a wheel specialist company in West London called J.A.Pearce. They 
were actually better known for making wheel rims for race and track 
cars. The silver and black wheels looked very stylish with their three-
lobed knock-on spinners in place of wheel nuts. However, unlike the 
W&P early design steel wheel arch extensions which enclosed the 
arch, Radford’s method in forming the arches was to weld them only 
on the top side of each wing leaving the original underside to collect 
all the road dirt and water.

Many years ago I tried to trace this unique Mk3, talking to retired 
Radford staff and other possible leads but to no avail. Apart from just 
a couple of magazine and newspaper articles there are no detailed 
photos to study. Then as now, classic Minis were easy to steal and 
sold off in parts, and so it is quite likely that DYE 8J disappeared soon 
after it made its debut. Imagine what its value would have been in 
parts. This lost Radford reminds me of a similar quality car, a 1990 
Wood and Pickett built Mini that retailed for £30,000. W&P sales 
director, Marc Eden, had taken the newly finished metallic blue car 
to leave on his parents drive four miles from the W&P workshops 
in Park Royal. It was booked to have a Thatcham alarm installed the 
following morning. Overnight the car was stolen and sadly never seen 
again. I remember reading a request for information about the theft 
in the local paper. Who knows, both cars may be sitting in someone’s 
private car collection, after all it happens in the art world. 

To finish, I’d be pleased to hear from any coach built Mini or Cooper 
owners about their cars and progress on any restoration work they 
are involved in.

Steve Burkinshaw

Innocenti Register

For anyone reading my March report 
regarding the write up on Chris 
Hand’s Mk 3 Innocenti Cooper, I 
also mentioned the other Innocenti 
Mini that Chris owns too. But in 
typical fashion, I often email our long 
suffering editor (and top bloke) Paul 
Sulma, with add ons to my reports 
after they have been submitted! As 
if his job as editor wasn’t difficult 
enough, he also has my messy reports 
to deal with to add to the headache. 
In the jumbled up messages I sent 
Paul, I asked him to add to my report 
that the production of the Innocenti 
Mini Minor started in February 1970. 

Foster Charlton

Paul must have thought I meant that the Mini Minor belonging 
to Chris was built in that month. Those if you that spotted the 
Castoro (brown) Mini Minor lurking behind Chris’s Cooper may 
have noticed the opening quarterlights. The Mk3 Innocenti Mini 
was the first model to use the quarterlights, but they weren’t 
introduced until well into production in October 1970. Sorry for 
the confusion Paul! 

At present, Chris is still assembling the final bits of trim and by 
the time you read this, hopefully, his beautiful and meticulously 
restored Mk3 Innocenti Cooper will have an MOT and age 
related plates. 

The Cooper is using later model British seats at the moment whilst 
Chris’s front and rear seats are being re-trimmed at Newton 
Commercial. The photo’s of Chris’s car I submitted last month were 
shot inside a dark garage, so the quality wasn’t great. So I’ve included 
some better shots taken outdoors to show this little beauty in better 
light. Once again, I’m really looking forward to seeing this particular 
Innocenti Mini Cooper finished. 

Since member Steve Burch completed the restoration of his second 
Leyland Innocenti Mini Cooper 1300 Export, registered ACE348T, his 
original car, registered FGV 316L, is now up for sale. 

Most members will have seen Steve attend lots of Mini shows over 
the years in his un-restored Cooper 1300 Export, but since a better 
model came along, it made more economic sense for Steve to restore 
this car than his first Innocenti Cooper 1300 Export. 

I've known this car a very long time and although it is tatty in places 
and requires a new roof skin, it’s a genuine original bodyshell. 

The seats need replacing and a few bits of trim need sourcing, but 
at least the bulk of it is there. And more importantly, it’s a genuine 
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Cooper. If you are interested in this car, then please get in touch 
with me and I’ll give you my opinion on what needs doing. 

That's all for this month.

Foster Charlton

Mini Super Register

The National Mini Day at Beaulieu 
on the 9th June will not have the 
usual display areas for the club’s 
car registers. This year the event is 
dedicated to celebrating 60 years of 
the Mini. On display will be 60 Minis 
of various types and models therefore 
there will be no space available for 
the usual register display. As always, it 
will be a wonderful event, one which 
is regarded by many as the best Mini 
show of the year. It is worth attending 
alone to view the huge array of Minis 
displayed in the car park let alone in 
the main arena.

I should mention that in my January report, describing the Super in 
detail, I mentioned two methods of securing the vertical bars to the 
Austin grille, and that one of these methods was with the use of pop-
rivets; well this is incorrect. I should have said that one of the two 
methods is a somewhat complicated little wire clip as described in the 
article, and that the second method is an even more complicated clip, 
secured by a screw. A detailed article will appear in due course!

A revisit this month to a Super I reported on initially in an article in 
2017. It is a very late September built Austin in Fiesta yellow with 
white roof. Much has happened to it from then to now. I first came 
across the car when it was advertised for sale on the notice board at 
Beaulieu. It was in very poor condition, needing a total rebuild having 
spent thirty years poorly stored under a car port with no protection 
from the elements. My thought was, sadly, that the car would be 
stripped of its attractive registration with salvageable parts donated to 
a Cooper restoration. 

A couple of years later I was delighted to discover that the Super had 
been saved and totally rebuilt. It had been rebuilt by Alan Thomas, 
who had originally offered it for sale but then had a change of heart. 
Alan had bought the Super from a family who had owned it since the 
early 1980s. The car had been passed down through the family with 
various members using it to learn to drive. 

The first twist in the tale is that upon finishing the restoration, the 
original owner from whom Alan had bought the car was so taken by 

Garry Dickens

the restoration that he agreed to buy it back! A deal was struck but 
sadly, the previous owner unexpectedly became ill and died before 
the car was collected. 

Shortly afterwards, a Mini enthusiast, Damien Evens, called into 
Alan’s garage to have work done to his Super deluxe. Damien’s first 
Mini was a Riley Elf in Damask red, bought in his teenage years. His 
Super deluxe came along many years later. Damien loved the car and 
decided to have it fully restored. Unfortunately, despite a very large 
bill, Damien felt the work carried out was not to the standard he 

TPR 111 as found and looking almost past restoration

TPR 111 had been badly stored for many years as is evident

The restoration of TPR now completed
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wished for, and so was recommended to see Alan who would be able 
correct the faults. It was on this first visit that Damien saw the Super 
and immediately fell in love with it. As the Super was now available to 
buy again, Damien and Alan struck a deal with the Super deluxe being 
part-exchanged.

Damien comes from a family of enthusiasts, with his father having had 
a 1962 Mini deluxe in 1972 but whose current passion is a pre-war 
Austin Heavy Twelve. His Brother has recently rebuilt an MG Midget. 
Damien owns a gentleman’s clothing shop, Symonds of Hereford. 
As a window display last Christmas, Damien parked the Super in the 
shop and dressed it seasonally, filling the car with presents and placing 
a Christmas tree on the roof.

The Super was greatly admired by passing visitors - and here is the 
second twist to the tale – one such visitor, Sandra Sharpe, recognised 
the registration number of the car she learned to drive in, over thirty 
years ago. Quite an emotional reunion, I would imagine.

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any 
stories or anecdotes relating to one, please get in touch, even if it no 
longer exists.

Garry Dickens

TPR 111 forming the centre piece of a shop window Christmas display!

1275GT Register

One of my regular contributors, 
James Ellis, could not resist the draw 
of the Classic Touring Cars round at 
Donnington last September once he 
discovered there were two 1275GTs 
racing. Turning up in his ‘owned from 
new’ 1974 Blaze GT, James was 
transported back to the late 1970s 
when he followed the British Saloon 
Car Championship and enjoyed 
watching the success of cars like the 
Longman GTs. Both GTs competing 
were presented in full 1970s period 
liveries to fully recapture that period, 
promoting DataPost and P.J. Green.

Steve Jones is the owner of the DataPost GT which is a tribute 
to a car run by Alan Curnow in the Tricentrol British Saloon Car 
Championship in 1979. The P.J. Green car, owned by Jason Brooks, is 
a replica of a GT run by Tim Goss in the 1980/81season.

Dale Motorsport built and prepared both GTs and the sound of split 
Webers and straight cut gears gave an indication of the 120BHP 
available. The two GTs finished both races and were placed 7th in class 
in each event, so plenty of promise for success in the 2019 season.

Alan Clark

A brace of GTs ready for race action

Later 1980 inspired livery

Capturing the 1970s GT heyday

Split Webers hint at the performance potential
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 Modern MINI Cooper Register

The month of February ended well. 
A glorious day out in the sunshine at 
Brands Hatch for the MSVR Media 
Day. Normally it’s not for humble 
people like me; its purpose is to give 
MSVR lots of pictures for publicising 
the events they run. I went along 
anyway. The MINI CHALLENGE 
race series is run by MSVR and 
Antony Williams, the Championship 
promoter, had made the day free 
to those MINIs who wanted to 
test. So, there was a good mix of 
F56 JCWs, R50 Coopers, both Pro 
and Am and R56 Cooper Ss. It was 
great to blow away the cobwebs David Young

Mini themed weddings have featured regularly in the pages of 
CooperWorld. So, when I was called upon by my son James and his 
fiancé Natalie to provide their wedding transport, my GT was treated 
to a polish and ribbons for the day.

On a perfect July day the setting of Shaw House, near Newbury, gave 
ample opportunity for photos and the drive down to the reception drew 
plenty of smiles from everyone the happy couple passed on route.

One word of caution for any one asked to decorate their Mini for 
such an occasion; a very dusty carpark and flapping ribbons proved to 
be a surprisingly abrasive combination! Thankfully, a session with good 
old Tcut on the affected areas soon recovered the Flame Red shine. 

Shaw House, built in 1581, saved from dereliction in 2006

Ribbons and dust, not paint friendly

Begin a new life together in a Mini 

Looking forward to our Beaulieu MCR day on the 9th of June, I have 
been notified that the usual arrangement of having 2-3 feature cars 
from each register on display by invitation will be suspended for 2019 
to make space for the Mini 60 car anniversary display.

However, I would like to try and include a GT representation in the 
60 car display and will be looking for cars to offer to Tony Salter for 
inclusion in the main arena area.

If you would like to offer up your GT for this display, drop me an 
email with the details of your car, ideally I would like to offer an 
example of each variation, i.e. early 10 inch wheel, early 12 inch 
wheel with vinyl interior and the last 12 inch wheel cloth interior 
version. The owners of selected cars will receive a complementary 
show ticket.

The extended register parking area for each variant, that proved so 
successful in 2018, will hopefully be included in the show plans so 
check with the parking marshals on arrival for directions.

I am looking forward to a record GT attendance, with 2019 being the 
50th anniversary of the GT and the coinciding Minis 60th birthday it 
should be a great event! 
 
Alan Clark

Will Fairclough in ‘This is Number 30’
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and natter to old friends. Will Fairclough, last year’s Cooper S 
winner, has moved up to the JCW class and is using one of the 
MINI Teams F56 JCW with a new shell and refreshed engine. It 
has a great wrap on the car which looks so good that it looks 
sprayed a lovely gloss black. Look out for ‘I am number 30’ at 
the JCW rounds this year.

JCW Class 2019 Provisional Calendar
20th / 22nd April – Oulton Park (BGT/F3)
18th /19th May – Snetterton 300 (BGT/F3)

8th /9th June – Silverstone GP (BGT/F3)
22nd /23rd June – Donington Park (BGT/F3)

20th/21st July – Brands Indy (Mini Festival)
3rd /4th August – Brands GP (BGT/F3)

14th /15th September – Donington Park (BGT/F3)
19th /20th October – Snetterton 300 (MSVR)

Cooper Am/Pro/S Class 2019 Provisional Calendar
11th /12th May – Snetterton 300

15th June – Oulton Park Int
20th /21st July – Brands Indy (Mini Festival)

17th /18th August - Croft
7th September – Cadwell Park

28th /29th September – Donington Park
19th /20th October – Snetterton 300

Do come along and watch the MINIs racing. The highlights of the 
year will be the MINI Festival on the weekend of 20th /21st July at 
Brands Hatch. The MCR will be there along with most of the MINI 
and Mini enthusiasts, shops, Autojumble all together. The MINI 
Challenge season will end with all classes racing at Snetterton on 
19th /20th October.

I have had a couple of interesting question thrown at me via the 
MCR and the BMW Car Club MINI Section. Mostly about what all 
the options are on a JCW and what it does not have as standard. 
One was about a concern of the lack of fog lamps on the JCW. Do 
I miss them? To be honest I have always felt fog lamps are pretty 
useless unless the fog is very dense. You will then be going, or 
should be going, really slow. People who drive around with fog 
lamps on when it is a clear evening do annoy me. Nearly as much 
as having the rear red fog lamp on during the day or worse still, 
blinding me at night. I have to say the LED lights on my JCW are 

superb, even picking up corners when you turn and the novelty has 
not worn off yet. You definitely do not need additional front lights. 
I have just bought some yellow night time driving glasses due to 
the glare given off by the latest LED headlamps. That brings me to 
my next point. When driving in rain or fog do not rely on Daytime 
Running Lights, why? Because your rear lights are not on and you 
cannot be seen until the last moment.

The LSD differential is another of the great omissions on the JCW. 
My R53 LCI Cooper S had a mechanical LSD which made control 
and handling a dream. Point the front end into the bend and power 
through, great. Now the ‘electronic’ differential on the JCW takes the 
power down and brakes the spinning wheel. Not fun at all as the car’s 
handling is ruined. I can’t imagine why the JCW Challenge cars all had 
proper LSDs fitted. If it was so expensive to fit and would no doubt 
be excluded from warranty I would probably have fitted one.

I gave my JCW a proper wash at the end of February, door sills, 
door seals, inside out, Snow Foam, rinse with shampoo, using the 
2 bucket method, dry off and top up the protected paintwork. 6 
weeks of winter crud and snow all gone. I must admit I do have a bit 
of an OCD issue with cleaning my car. The trouble is I am expected 
to do the Mrs’s non-MINI (Working on that one) and daughter’s car 
at the same time!

The magic moment of the month was the purchase of a MINI for my 
6-month-old Granddaughter. She has not stopped smiling when she is 
in it and is clearly besotted with it.

David Young

Max Bird in his F56 JCW run by LDR 

Grandaughter in her new MINI
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Bristol, Glos and  
Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday13th September

Beefeater, Emersons Green, Bristol David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD TBD Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

  Derbyshire,  
  Lincolnshire &  
  Nottinghamshire

last Monday of each month 
at 8:00pm

Arkwright Arms, Chesterfield Road, Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield, S44 5JG

Phil Colledge 07591443396 & 01245207665.  
phil.colledge@btinternet.com

Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

  Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Niki Halls 07530 988788
nikihalls@gmail.com

  Gwynedd Contact David Roberts Members meet at local classic car shows throughout the 
show season. Please contact David Roberts for details of 
meetings and dates

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

The Queens Head, Portsmouth Road, Fishers Pond, 
Eastleigh SO50 7HF 

Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG 0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

  Isle of Wight TBA Please contact Richard Sign (Regional Co-ordinator)
regions@minicooper.org for further details.

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

  Newcastle and 
  Durham

1st Monday
At 7:30pm

Chilton Country Pub and Hotel, Black Boy Road, 
Fencehouses, Co. Durham DH4 6PY

Niall Cook 07881 302577
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 17th March 2019 
11:00am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Mick Tully 01273 883349 
g-tully@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Please contact warks@minicooper.org for details of the regular 
breakfast run meetings organised for Warwickshire Region

warks@minicooper.org

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire TBA TBA Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

  BeNeLux (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg) Bart Theelen  
benelux@minicooper.org

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

REGION

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

DETAILS

NEW 

REGION

NEW 

CONTACT

NEW 

VENUE
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Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

Hello all,

This month I have some more excellent 
news about our regions! 

Firstly, we have a new Regional Organiser 
for the Essex Region. Niki Halls has 
stepped forwards and is now our 
regional contact for the Essex Region. 
Essex has always been a good region 
with members attending monthly 
meetings at The Hawk in Battlesbridge. 

Niki has decided to continue to meet at the Hawk as it is a great 
location and many members meet there. 

The meetings take place on the first Monday of each month at 8.00pm.
The address is
The Hawk, Battlesbridge, Essex SS11 7RJ

Niki has set up her own Essex Region Facebook page which has become 
a great success already. Niki is also looking to arrange some events this 
year for the region, and inviting all MCR members to take part. In the 
past members of Essex and Kent regions have enjoyed participating in 
each other’s events.

Niki is keen to hear from anyone interested in the Essex Region and 
can be contacted on telephone number 07530 988788 or nikihalls@
gmail.com. Also, look out for her Mini Cooper Register Essex Region 
Facebook page.

Secondly, I am also helping start up a brand new region for Mini 
Cooper Register on the Isle of Wight as we have a good number of 
members on the Island. Some have been MCR members for many 
years. The Island is somewhere I visit several times each year and 
I always see Minis enjoying the Island roads. Also each year, it is a 
great sight to see the early morning Yarmouth to Lymington Ferry 
filled with Minis and MINIs on their way to our National Mini Day 
at Beaulieu.

One of our members has agreed to become a Regional contact on 
the Isle of Wight. Please contact me for further details about our new 
region, contact details and meeting point details. I should have more 
details in the next issue and will give more details via the Mini Cooper 
Register Facebook page and website. 

The days are longer now. I am looking forward to another great year in 
my Mini and some great events this year. 

That’s all for now.
 
Richard Sign.
regions@minicooper.org
07968 307689

Dorset Region

Not a lot happening in our region at the moment, so this is just a 
reminder of our upcoming events for April and May.

We intend to re-run our trip to the Haynes Motor Museum on Sunday 
14th April.

We will be having our usual club stand at the Downton Classic Car 
Show on Saturday 4th May, followed by Minis at the Quarry at Amberley 
Heritage Centre near Arundel on Saturday 11th May.
Times and meeting places will be confirmed nearer each event.

Looking forward to the arrival of spring.

Nick Stansmore

Kent Region

Hi from Kent, 

Hope you are all excited for the start of the show season; our first 
event will be the Breakfast Run on the 14th April. Contact us we may 
still have a couple of spaces.

Please contact us for any of the shows below, Bearsted is very limited!
Ham Sandwich Run bookings are now open also.

Kent Events List 2019

Breakfast Run. 14th April – Airport Café A20 start 
Deal RNLI Classic Car Show, 25th May (Sat), Deal.
Kent Stand at the MCR National Mini Day, 9th June, Beaulieu. 
Mini Festival, 20th-21st July, Brands Hatch Circuit.
Bearsted Green Classic, 28th July, Bearsted Nr Maidstone.
Ham Sandwich Run, 19th August Ashford start.

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent 
ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. This month’s meeting will be 
10th April 2018 See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at  
http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

This month I will outline the events that Stone Classic Car Group (and 
thereby the Mid Staffs Region) will be supporting this year. There will be 
other events locally which will be made known to the Group, but it will be up 
to individuals to decide if they would like to attend and make arrangements 
with the organisers to do so. If anyone reading these notes would like more 
information about any of the events, please get in touch with me.

On April 28th it is the FBHVC Drive it Day to commemorate 
the 1,000 mile trial organised by the Royal Automobile Club in 1900 

REGIONAL REPORTS
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to demonstrate the reliability of the fledgling motor car. Our support 
for this will be a run of about 60 miles in total and, at the time of 
writing these notes, it looks as though the original plan of having a 
Sunday lunch and trip on a heritage railway won’t happen because of 
timetabling problems. However, I am still hoping to involve cars, trains 
and food.

Into May and on the 26th May Don Mitchell is hoping to repeat the 
very sociable Charity show he ran last year at his home. Tickets for the 
day will be available soon, and some very rare and interesting motor 
cars are likely to attend along with a worthy selection of classics.

June 8th sees our home town of Stone bring its annual festival 
to a climax with a carnival parade which we have supported for a 
number of years. Sadly, this always clashes with the weekend of the 
MCR Mini Day at Beaulieu but we seem to always get a few Minis 
from owners who can’t make the long trek south. But those who 
do attend can mix with a whole range of other classic cars to form a 
feature of the parade.

Another local display is on the 7th July and is one of the growing 
numbers of open gardens displays. In this case it is at the small 
local hamlet of Aston by Stone, and this year the organisers have 
asked us to display more cars than previous years – 50plus is the 
suggested number.

A week later on Saturday 13th July it is the Oakamoor Hillclimb 
Revival. This is run on the same lines as the Kop Hill revival meeting, 
and runs up the 1,400 yard course are classified as ‘demonstrations’. 
The hillclimb is part of the village festival that runs from the 12th to 
14th July. 

July is a busy month as less than a week later on Thursday 18th July 
there is another charity event, this time at the home of Peter Harvey, 
who owns the very first Cooper 500. This will be a BBQ evening and 
is another very sociable event.

Into August and on the 10th August is the Group’s main event of the 
year, the Summer Tour. At the time of writing I have secured venues 
for the morning coffee stop and lunch, but all the venues I have tried 
so far for the afternoon tea stop have a wedding booked for that day. 
I can’t believe everywhere has a wedding on! So for now the hunt 
continues, but it might mean a different route to the one currently 
planned. The route will be around 150 miles in total and will use 
more of Cheshire than in previous years. The entry fee will be based 
on 2 people in a car and will include a breakfast bap at the start, 
coffee and biscuits, a light lunch and afternoon tea as well as the rally 
plate and informative road book with a tulip route description.

Into September, and earlier than last year, we have been asked to 
once again fill Stone High Street with classic cars. This will be on 
Saturday 21st September and around 80 cars of all types will 

be needed. I am considering featuring a special display of Minis to 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of our favourite car.

On top of all of this, don’t forget our regular meetings are on the first 
Monday of each month, and owners and sympathisers of all things 
Mini and MINI are welcome.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Suffolk Region

Sunday 17th February saw another glorious sunny day for our 
mystery run, the third in a row, including the November and January 
run. It was Terry Stendall’s turn to lead. Terry took us in convoy 
along the normally busy A14 which was bathed in sun and not 
busy on the Sunday morning. We returned via the perfect for Mini 
Coopers, A1120 with its fast twists and bends, to a enjoy lunch and a 
chat at the Railway Inn Framlingham, before making our way home, 
still in bright sunshine. The photo of our Coopers is taken outside 
a garage in Framlingham still displaying a British Leyland Morris sign 
but not one of the Minis a Morris! 

Diary notes: Sat 6th April, our 1st show of the year at the White Lion 
Ufford nr Woodbridge. 

The Brands Hatch Mini Festival is on Sat/Sun 20/21st July.
A reminder that our monthly meets are at The Cherry Tree Pub in 
Woodbridge on the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.

Ian MacPherson
07749936274

Warwickshire Region

A personal message from Cliff Porter

This year we are all celebrating 60 years of the Mini /MINI brand - 1959 
to 2019. My first Mini show of the year was a trip to Bingley Hall, 
Stafford an indoor show at the end of January! 

REGIONAL REPORTS

Wolesley Hornet and Rover Cooper 
in Stone High Street last year
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A guy named Alec started the legend and the late John Cooper spotted the 
potential of the little car in competition. Paddy and his fellow drivers from 
Scandinavia and the UK, co drivers, mechanics and team managers made 
the ‘Legend’ what it is today. Even Prodrive created a WRC MINI car. 

In January the MINI legend lived on with MINIS contesting the Dakar rally 
with Prodrive and the Gaydon Museum supporting the Banbury Controle 
for the Monte Historique rally - 55 years after Paddy’s win in 1964.

In February I spent a great day watching the enthusiasm created by the 
appearance of Rauno Aaltonen at Race Retro on both live stages. 

The region covers a large geographical area that includes Warwickshire, 
North Cotswolds, and West Oxford. So it is difficult to find a meeting 
place that is within a sensible travelling distance for all members, 
especially on a weekday evening. The Houndshill at Ettington near 
Stratford-upon-Avon was a very acceptable and friendly venue. But 
an alternative location has not been easy to identify since the Caffeine 
& Machine venture took over albeit it is much more vibrant but not 
suitable for a monthly meeting place for the region.

During the summer months our alternative plan is to meet up with our 
Minis for a Sunday breakfast together at suitable venues, perhaps at 
breakfast meetings organised by others around the region e.g. Prescott 
Hill Climb, Shelsley Walsh etc. 

On Sunday 5th May the Abingdon Airshow with classic cars will take place 
and thus may possibly be a suitable adventure for the region. - Any takers? 
It is the same day as the Blyton Park track day event. Maybe we could 
meet up on the way to Abingdon and drive in convoy to that event.

The British Motor Museum Metro and Mini event on Sunday 4th August 
and members own some very special vehicles. I would like to organise 
a very special display of one example from each register (16 vehicles). 
If you are interested in displaying your vehicle, on a first come basis, 
please get in touch with me by e-mail warks@minicooper.org

If you plan to visit the show but not be part of the display, then please 
order your ticket(s) and vehicle pass from the British Motor Museum 

website. When doing so though, add ‘Mini Cooper Register’ in the club 
line of the booking form so that we can all park together next to the 
Region’s display and celebrate our enthusiasm for the Mini. The Gaydon 
event takes place the week before the major UK 60 Mini event of the 
year near Bristol - the IMM. 

There will also be a Guinness Mini record attempt on the Saturday 
at the museum. I joined the club in March 2000 and in November 
took part in the Italian Job Charity Millenium Run. I also took part in 
the Italian Job Mile of Minis event around Gaydon the following year, 
and was pursued by a fellow Jobber who drove his Mini in reverse for 
the whole lap! My Millennium Run ‘Most Sponsorship award’ ex John 
Cooper Garage 1997 Mini Cooper Mpi demonstrator was featured on 
the Museum’s flyer for 2002 so I plan to take it to the show. 

Now, an advert for a special event which takes place on 25th August 
includes a 60th Anniversary Diamond Mini Tour road run from the 
Motorcycle Museum by the NEC to Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb for a Mini 
60 celebration with an untimed run up the hill and lots more. All for 
Charity. Please contact info@tuliprallytours.co.uk 

This year I have decided to retire from active participation in the 
Mini Cooper Register and plan to give up my regional responsibilities 
after the club's AGM this year, but will monitor the email address and 
continue my Rover RePorter words. The club needs a successor so 
if you would like to take on the role please let me know by email at 
warks@minicooper.org

David Hucker of the region has recently agreed to become the new PR 
person and I wish him every success.

I have many happy memories from the events I have taken part in. You are 
a great bunch and as I write this it is warm with not an anorak in sight!

With very best wishes.

Cliff Porter
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WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious before 
purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL  
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose 
a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques 
should be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977. All 
traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

FOR SALE AND WANTEDFOR SALE AND WANTED
Cars for sale 

1966 Morris Mini Cooper Mk1 998cc. professionally restored repainted 
and reupholstered in original fabric from Newton Commercial. I have an 
MOT certificate for the car until August 2019 although it is not necessary 
for this age of car I wanted to be sure of its safety prior to sale. £25,000 
ono. Tel : 01469 532118 North Lincolnshire

 

          
     
     
     

    

    
        
  

CLASSIC VEHICLES 
CARS  BIKES  VANS 
RAFFLE DRAW  & AWARDS 

PRESENTED 3PM   

 

  FOOD & DRINK         
AVAILABLE FROM 9AM          
UNDERCOVER SEATING                          

Start the day with a Breakfast 
Roll in the    “DEWS Café”       

VINTAGE  CLASSIC & 
MODERN BIKES 

THIS EVENT RUNS ALONGSIDE THE CUCKOO FAIR & RAISES MONEY FOR LOCAL CHARITIES     
DETAILS & BOOKING FORMS CAN BE FOUND ON WEBSITE www.downtonmotorclub.co.uk                       

Or at The Brian Whitehead Sports Centre , Wick Lane .Downton                                   

Book now for                                
Road Run                
SUN 5th May 

10.30am               
scenic route of 

approx  55+ miles                    

FREE “ GOODY BAG “        
2019 Celebrating 60th 

Anniversary of the Classic Mini  

GRAND RAFFLE         
CHARITY STALL                      
PLENTY OF CRAFT - CHEESE &   
PLANT STALLS & CHILDRENS 

ENTERTAINMENTS AVAILABLE 

 COME & JOIN US               

Something for 
All the Family - Children’s 

Games -  Stalls Gifts– Crafts                         
Win A Car Raffle    

Refreshments +Tea & Cake 

FREE    
ADMISSION to the 
Show for the public 

Back by popular  
Demand the 

Return of         
“Nigel’s BBQ” 
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CLAIM YOUR FREE COPY TODAY:
SIMPLY CALL 0800 923 3006 AND QUOTE COOP

Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm. Sat - Sun 10am - 4pm. Calls are free from landline and mobile phones. 

Terms and conditions: Offer available to UK residents only. Free copy only available to the � rst 1000 callers. One copy of a single 
magazine per household. Please allow up to six weeks for delivery of your magazine. If you live outside the UK, please phone +44 
01959 543 747 for our latest subscription offer. Offer ends 31 January 2018 or when stocks are depleted, whichever is soonest. 
Kelsey Publishing Ltd., publishers of coast magazine uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how we 

would like to use your personal information. For full details visit www.kelsey.co.uk or call 01959 543 747. If you have any questions 
please ask as submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you 
about products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time 

via email on data.controller@kelsey.co.uk or call 01959 543 747.
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COUNTRYMAN

Still a fun drive? We fi nd out

 FIRST DRIVE 

PLUS: 
■ Motorsport preview

■ JCW GPs in Turkey

■ Meets, shows, news

Dream machineR53 Cooper S has the lows and the power

R53 COOPER S RIDES ON AIRLASER BLUE R56 COOPER S 
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HANDS ON
CAMBER FIX
Find out how to fi t
adjustable rear arms 

NEW 
PROJECT 
COOPER

WE TAKE ON 
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1963 MORRIS
TRAVELLER
RETIREMENT PROJECT

JUNE 2017 £4.60
WWW.MINIWORLD.CO.UK
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17 INSPIRING READERS’ MINIS
10 MUST-HAVE NEW PRODUCTS

PRO DETAILING TIPS TO SHINE UP YOUR MINI 
PROJECT UPDATE: FITTING ESTATE WINDOW TRIMS
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Mk2 runabout gets luxury treatment        Kangaroo kicks with turbo power        Patina-perfect 1960 Mini-Minor

WORKS MINI RACER 
JOHN FITZPATRICK 

WIN A MEGUIAR’S 
DA POLISHING  KIT

£2,000 impulse buy becomes stylish family transport£2,000 impulse buy becomes stylish family transport
WESTIE WOODY

1ST CHOICE
FOR MINI 
OWNERS
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MINI MIGLIA BUILD, STELVIO ROAD TRIP,PLUS
KEITH CALVER’S ESSENTIAL VERTO CLUTCH GUIDE

SUPER SEVEN
EARLY MKI BUILT

FOR ENJOYMENT

BIG-BORE BLASTER
OLD SCHOOL TWEAKS,
NEW AGE TRICKS

STUNNING FAST ROAD 
MINIS TO SATISFY ALL 
TASTES AND BUDGETS

ROAD RACER
HISTORIC FIA STYLING,
SWIFTUNE 1380 POWER

JAPAN’S FINEST
130BHP 16-VALVE

BRITAX REPLICA
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MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE ’90s 
JAGUAR XJ6

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS
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150 MPH EXOTICS
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HIGHS AND LOWS
ROOTES TO CHRYSLER

FIND ME A...
HOT HATCH ICON

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS

Vol.23  
No.06

May 2017

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE 
TRIUMPH TR7

ESSENTIAL ADVICE IN BUYING 
BRITAIN'S BARGAIN SPORTS CAR

CHOOSE A SHOW:
NEW AGE CLASSICS:
TOYOTA MR2 MK3

THIS SUMMER'S 
EVENTS LISTING

CHOOSE A SHOW:
PLUS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING

 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS
100sOF CARSFOR SALEBUY A NEW CLASSIC FOR SPRING

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?£5k

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

150 MPH EXOTICS

HIGHS AND LOWS SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

80s XR FORDS
FROM £2500

SpecialistRates
forClubMembers

*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate
House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. FP ADGE775.3.17

With FJ+ you can add to your policy from a range of cover
options* including breakdown, agreed value, salvage
retention and spare parts.

Call our friendly UK team for a quote.

0333 207 6004
or visit footmanjames.co.uk

Insurance
solutions* for
classics and
more.

R
umours
circulate about
the future
of storied
British sports

car maker Lotus. As
Chinese manufacturers
add to their portfolios
by investing in historic
domestic marques,
industrial relations mar
others. Is Lotus about to
join Vauxhall by passing
into French hands? Full
story inside.

1000
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
5th APRIL 2017 ISSUE 376

BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA
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-
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR

LASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICCCLASSICLASSICLASSIC
GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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