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about you and your mini
mini    spares really cares

Cranborne Industrial Estate,  
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN 
Telephone: 01707 607700  

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road  
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU 
                              Tel: 01423 881800  

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury.  
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ 

Telephone : 0121 544 0011
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mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

Just off  
York Outer 
Ring Road

 Shop on-line at www.minispares.com - or visit our 3 great stores

Cooling & Heating 
Mini Spares is famous for its research and selection of radiators, namely the special two and four core varieties, plus the standard fitment items. All are so well priced. 
True Kevlar stranded and silicon type hoses plus the radiator cowlings and fitting brackets are also stocked along with expansion tanks and electric fans. The alloy water pumps with a 3 year 
guarantee are of exceptional quality and price. Thermostats, sandwich plates and covers plus all fittings are kept in stock. Mini Spares has its own make of heater valves and control cables plus 
heater unit matrix. Oil coolers, pipes and all associated parts are also available.

Electrics & Lighting 
Mini Spares has many lamps from the original Mini tooling and Mini Spares’ own tooling to ensure all saloon lighting is available. Lamp lens, gaskets and fittings are available for most of the lamps 
stocked. Headlamps and spot lamps, bezels, bulbs and holders can also be found at Mini Spares. All major alternator, dynamo and starter components plus upgraded units are available, as new 
and outright sales. A few years back Mini owners suffered a lot of breakdowns from cheap imported electrical components failing, but we have our own unique range of coils, condensers, rotor 
arms and distributors which have been set correctly. Popular wiring looms and cables, horns, flasher units, relays, central locking kits, plus switches and stalks are held in stock.

Interior 
We can supply separate trim pieces and trim liner kits, carpets, sound deadening, boot boards, sun visors and all the fittings. We have roll-cages and headlinings, seats, seat trimming and 
adjuster brackets, inertia and automatic seatbelts, steering wheels and wheel drop brackets, plus steering wheel cowls, gear lever gaiters and gear knobs, All indicator and light switches plus 
bezels, interior door handles, ash trays, foot pedal pads, hand brake covers, interior mirrors, dashes and printed circuits for late model speedos are available from stock.
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The One Stop Shop for all your Mini Parts  
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All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of 
either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees. 

for current prices visit: www.minispares.com

Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are printing - check website for up-to-date prices.  All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
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Don’t miss our great 
Track Day - 25th Sept. 
2019 at Cadwell Park

• Full day 
• Open Pit lane 
• Just £149.00

www.minispares.com

Accessories, Wheels and Tyres 
Most accessories that owners request for their Minis are available:- books, T shirts/clothing, key rings, mouse mats, stickers, jewellery, tools, toys, videos, bolt-on accessories, oil and grease. 
We stock a range of popular alloy and steel wheels, studs, bolts and centre caps including our own Special Tuning range of the original looking Tech Del Minilites from the 1960s, as supplied to 
Leyland ST, and the new genuine 1990s specification Minilite wheels.  The Mini Spares Rose Petal wheel is made from our own tooling and specification as used by racers and top range road 
cars alike. We offer a full range of tyres:- Falken. Yokohama, Nankang and Dunlop R7. 
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

August magazine – 1st July
September magazine – 1st August
October magazine – 1st September

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Nigel Oates  
OTS Management Consulting & Setting Solutions Ltd 
Greenfield Lock, Christleton, Chester. CH3 5PN 
07765 235204 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
31 Smallhythe Road, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 7LH 
0747 7717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
jonathanvoss1994@gmail.com

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Subscriptions Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
subscriptions@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
David Hucker 
Orchard Cottage,12 Wimpstone,  
Stratford upon Avon, Warks, CV37 8NS 
07860 115481 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Jack Ward 
81 Tower Hill, Dover CT17 0AG 
07984 302894 
youth@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Position vacant 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Brian Culcheth
Ray Cunningham
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Andy Harrison 
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
Bill Richards
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Nick Swift
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Mike Wood
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 24.04.17.indd   1 27/04/2017   12:19
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against 
a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means 
accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may 
be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the 
public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices 
of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Nigel Oates
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer  
the membership - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
By the time you receive and read this 

issue of CooperWorld our National 
Mini Day at Beaulieu will probably be 
all but a distant memory – hopefully 
an interesting and enjoyable one. But 
only a few weeks before our show 
at Beaulieu, a number of members, 
including yours truly, were there 
putting on a varied display of classic 
Minis to celebrate Mini60 at Beaulieu’s 
very own Spring Autojumble. The 
events team at Beaulieu kindly 
suggested it would be great to jointly 

celebrate their Spring Autojumble’s 25th anniversary with the Mini’s 
60th anniversary. And so it was our very own Rover Cooper Registrar, 
John Parnell, who took the lead to arrange the MCR display. You can 
read all about the weekend as John has also written an article on this 
event which can be found in the events section of the magazine. 

Whilst we are on the subject of the Mini’s 60th anniversary, our 
antipodean correspondent, Stephen Dalton, has this month in his column 
delved back 60 years and slightly beyond the Mini’s official launch into the 
world. He has explored just what was going on at the time of the Mini’s 
birth at BMC, which may, or may not, surprise you depending on how 
much you know about UK industrial relations of the time. I shall say no 
more here but to urge you to read Stephen’s interesting insight into the 
goings on at that time in his Old Cooper Stuff column. 

Now fast forward back to 2019 and the classic Mini is still very 
much with us despite a somewhat of a problematic early life and 

has become a motoring icon around the world. Yet it is still being 
used today, as it was in its heyday, as the classic car of choice for 
competing in all types of motorsport, perhaps most notably in the 
field of rallying. This seems to be borne out this month particularly 
by the fact that we have three articles on three different competitive 
rallies, namely the HRCR and Mini Sport Championship Rally series, 
the Mintex Rally and the Corbeau Seats Rally. Have a read of all 
three articles and take a gander at some great photos of Minis being 
pushed to their limits, just as they were back in the 1960s by the 
exponents of this sport at the time.

One of the things I always look forward to reading are the various 
register reports and this month is no exception as I am pleased to 
say that we have no less than ten reports for you to read and enjoy.

Then finally, if you haven’t already gone straight to the back of the 
magazine to read the small adverts, then do have a look at them as 
there is a interesting Mk1 1071 Cooper S for sale with some serious 
competition history.

So get stuck in and enjoy the magazine - until next month’s issue!

Paul Sulma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2019

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Jacking Point Grommets Two Wheel Roof Racks to Works specification

Original Works unused Grill Mesh complete with new Radiator Muff and fittings

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm

Irvin full harness seat belt



to these findings (which can be downloaded in detail from the link 
www.fbhvc.co.uk/research) these were presented to the Houses of 
Parliament in May at a Press conference. This emphasises that the 
Federation does have influence in high place and I’m pleased that the 
club supports their endeavours.

Following on from this very heartening survey comes the news that 
the DVLA have disclosed that the number of MOT exempt historical 
vehicles actually having an MOT test has now fallen by half – shock 
news there! In truth, this is hardly a surprise considering, as this 
survey above shows, the average mileage most of us do is so minimal 
and the view being the car was fine last year, and I’ve only done a few 
thousand miles, so the car must be fine now. But how many times can 
you use that logic?  Many items, and I particularly highlight here rear 
brake wheel cylinders, seem to habitually leak within just a few years. 
I’m also very aware that rubber products (no sniggering at the back!) 
also seem to degrade very quickly these days. I know only too well of 
a car freshly restored having been fitted with new rubber bushes to 
the front suspension. I saw them split and fail before the car had even 
turned a wheel as it sat for 18 months whilst other work was ongoing. 
So it’s not all to do with use and mileage. 

I have decided, despite my earlier decision to no longer MOT two 
of our cars, that I will now do so. I don’t have a car ramp and as age 
marches on, it is more difficult to crawl under the car and fully assess 
if everything is just as it should be. There are also the rather scare 
tactics posted by some that your insurance will be invalid if you have 
an accident and you don’t have an MOT. Having checked several 
companies, they confirm that YOU are now responsible for the car 
being in sound roadworthy condition and you will be covered IF the car 
was roadworthy. That is part of the terms of the MOT exemption that 
you sign up to when you apply. If you do have an accident, and it can 
be shown that the car was NOT in a roadworthy condition, you could 
find yourself left without cover. Of course we all know that the MOT 
certificate only indicates the car is roadworthy at the moment of the 
test, but with a valid MOT things will likely be easier should the worst 
happen. When you don’t have one, I suspect the scrutiny may be a little 
more severe. So that’s also worth thinking over.

Until next month.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

With Beaulieu now behind us it was 
nice to see so many people and 

cars in the beautiful surroundings of the 
New Forest. And in these rather austere 
times, it is good to see that the classic 
car business is in rude health in the UK 
at least. In a recent survey carried out 
by the Federation of British Historic 
Vehicles Clubs (FBHVC), of which the 
MCR is a member (at some considerable 
expense at 46p per club member I might 
add), they established that there are 
nearly1.25millon cars registered on the 

DVLA’s database as historic vehicles. Their survey found that nearly10 
million people in the UK are interested in historic vehicles and by that 
I think we must assume that encompasses what many of us class as 
classic cars. Interestingly, the average mileage covered by each car was 
2,200 miles. So, hardly a burden on the environment no matter how 
old our engines are, although this figure is almost double the mileage 
that was recorded five years ago. Over 20 million people in the UK 
also see historic vehicles as an important element of the UK’s heritage; 
so long may that supportive view on our hobby be continued by the 
British people. Further, over half of them feel we should be exempt 
from the restrictions of entering some city centres due to imposed 
emissions regulations.  

Whilst attending Beaulieu you are one of 3 million of us who attend 
historic vehicle events during the year. Encouragingly, 5 million 
people are actually interested in owning a historic vehicle – that’s a 
large percentage of the British car buying public. And just to show 
how obsessive we all are, 60 percent of us owners say historic 
vehicles are one of the most important things in our lives! (I can 
see partners' eyes rolling around at that one).  Finally, we are told 
the average we spend on our cars is £1,500 per year – some may 
well exceed that by a considerable margin I’m sure, meaning that 
many must spend virtually nothing. In 2016 it was reported that 
the historic vehicle industry was worth £5.5 billion, contributing 
greatly towards the UK economy and it also employed 35,000 
people who were actively involved in the industry. So, without 
doubt, collectively, we are a weighty contingent and should not be 
viewed with distain and dismissed out of hand as irrelevant by our 
politicians and our concerns and views must be heard. To add weight 
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 We welcome a very long list of new members who joined during May

NEW MEMBERS
Norman Wallace, Bexhill On Sea, East Sussex
Gregory Cassar, Winchester, Hampshire
Graham & Janet Peters, Stoke-on-trent, Staffordshire
Alan Malby, Guildford, Surrey
Jonathan Paxton, Cleadon, Tyne & Wear
Stuart Donovan, Ferndown, Dorset
Saffron & Paul Cable, Marlborough, Wiltshire
Neil Grevitt, Basingstoke, Hampshire
James Reeves, Henlow, Bedfordshire
Martyn Bourne, Bransgore, Dorset
Richard Walters, Gloucester, Gloucestershire
Sarah & Steve Slade, Swindon, Wiltshire
Neil McGlinchey, Barnoldswick, Lancashire
Ian Vickers, Bedale, North Yorkshire
Kees Plusboer, Downton-House, Huizen, N-H, Netherlands
Barry John & Bob Mara, Gillingham, Kent
John Oakley, Takeley, Herts
John Yarnall, Rugeley, Staffordshire

Chris Hix, Bristol
Tim Reynolds, Arundel, West Sussex
John Butcher, Stowmarket, Suffolk
Terry Holden, Chichester, West Sussex
Peter Fitall, Fareham, Hampshire
Stephen Bradford-Best, Hitchin, Hertfordshire
Michael Kelt, Ealing, London
Evelyn Len, Enfield, Middlesex
Stephen & Archie Rozario, Rogate, West Sussex
Alastair & Freddy Iles, Holt, Norfolk
Sean Batchelor, Luton, Bedfordshire
Michael Firth, Buntingford, Hertfordshire
Tony & Coleen Boosey, Bishops Stortford, Hertfordshire
Mike & Sandra Fox, Wincanton, Somerset
Paul & Gloria Nickerson, Corby, Northamptonshire
Keith Pickering, Eastleigh, Hampshire
Jim & William Kingston, Newport, Isle Of Wight
Janet Archer, Upminster, Essex



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 

Trade Supporter
2019
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2. Looking forward to seeing you all there. More info to follow for 
discounted member tickets.

That’s all for now! 
 
Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

I will be at the Brands Hatch Mini 
Festival with the Essex and Kent 

Regions on Sunday 21th July. Register 
your car on the MSV website and 
apply for discounted show tickets at 
http://brandshatch.mini-festival.co.uk/. 
Discounts on tickets are available on the 
dropdown under clubs booking. Select 
Mini Cooper Register once you have set 
up your car. 

The club are attending the IMM in 
Bristol. Email David at dangerf55@
yahoo.co.uk for further information. We 
hope to have a club camping area and a 

stand for the Sunday Mini 60 day trippers. Remember to book your 
tickets with the organisers online before contacting David and advising 
him if you are camping or wishing to have a space on the club stand. 
Annmarie and I will be attending with a gang from Kent and joining 
David and his team for the weekend.
    
The Ham Sandwich Run is taking place on the 18th August. 
Book on the run now if you have not done so already. We had 
announced last month in 2020 that we will be on another run to 
the Champagne Region of France! Watch this Space! The recce is 
planned for later in the year and we should have booking details in 
the September magazine. 

I am well under way in organising the stand at the NEC Classic Motor 
Show in November. We are in a fantastic position this year in hall 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

Our current Mk1 Cooper Registrar, Barbara 
Alexander, has indicated her wish to step down 
from this role and so we are now looking for a 

suitable replace for her. 

This is a significant role which requires the 
position holder to have a reasonably good in 
depth knowledge of Mk1 Coopers in order 

to be able to write regular and authoritative 
articles on them for inclusion in CooperWorld. 

Additionally, the position holder may be asked by 
members for advice on their cars too. Another 

important aspect of this role is that the Registrar 
will be required to provide insurance valuations 

of members’ car when requested to do so.

If you think you might be able to fulfil this role 
then please contact the chairman Robert Young.

Vacancy
Mk1 Cooper Registrar 

This is an important role since the 
archivist will be responsible for the 

Club’s extensive and valuable archive 
resource which has been built up over 

the last 30 years.

The position also requires the archivist 
to write regular articles on the materials 

held within the archive for inclusion in 
CooperWorld.

If you think you might be able to fulfil this 
role then please contact the chairman 

Robert Young.

Vacancy
Archivist
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key 

Bold = National MCR event or  
Club stand.

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance.

July 2019

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 4th-7th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Brighton Mini Club – Minis on the Rec. 
Date: 14th July 
Location: Brighton 
Contact: clubs@brightonminiclub.co.uk

Event: Thames Valley Tour 
Date: 28th July 
Location: Thames Valley Region 
Contact: Terry schraider@btinternet.com

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 20-21st July 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 26th -28th July  
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - john.price@anamec.co.uk

August 2019

Event: National Metro & Mini Show 
Date: 4th August 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.
britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events/
national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: Classic Car and MG Summer Picnic - 
MGB Register 
Date: August 
Location: Millets Farm Centre 
Contact: www.mgb-register.org

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 2nd – 4th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: IMM Bristol 
Date: 8th – 12th August 
Location: Washingpool Farm, Main Rd,  
Easter Compton, Bristol BS35 5RE 
Contact: https://imm2019.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: 2nd August 
Location: Old Pawlett Road, Highbridge  
TA9 4HQ 
Contact: https://www.facebook.com/
events/1781012461919359/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 3rd-4th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. 
Historic racing championships and static 
classic car.  
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/
nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Mallory Park 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: 17th August 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: GRAHAM ROBINSON 
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region, contact Justin & Annie 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Diamond Mini Tour and Shelsley Walsh 
Mini Day 
Date: 25th August 
Location: Tour Start M42 J6 and Shelsley Walsh 
Hillclimb venue Worcestershire 
Contact: https://www.tuliprallytours.co.uk

Event: Minis at Goodwood -  
“An Italian Job in a day” 
Date: 25th August 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.minisatgoodwood.com/

September 2019

Event: Beaulieu International Autojumble 
Date: 7th-8th September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 13th-15th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 14th-15th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: http://www.
manchesterclassiccarshow.com/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 15th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Minis to Ireland  
Date: 20th – 27th September  
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young - membership@
minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 21st September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: BELGIAN DIAMOND MINI RUN 
Date: 21st-22nd September 
Location: Gent, East Flanders 
Contact: Benelux Region, Wesley Berloo and 
Philippe De Lauw  
 - bmot@telenet.be 
www.belgianminisontour.be 

Event: Mini Action Day 2018 
Date: 28th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 29th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2019 

Event: Off Peak Run 
Date: 19th – 20th October 
Location: Brecon Beacons National Park 
Contact: Jack Ward youth@minicooper.org

November 2019 

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 8th -10th TBC November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

EVENTS
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MCR Mini60 display at Beaulieu Autojumble – 18th & 19th May
By John Parnell

The Mini Cooper Register (MCR) has been holding an annual club 
day in the scenic grounds at Beaulieu since 1982, when at that time 

the event was run by the Dorset Region of the Mini Cooper Club. The 
MCR was formed from the Mini Cooper Sports Register in June 1986 
and took over the running of the Club’s flagship day on 14th June 1987. 
Since then, both have gone from strength to strength. 

Beaulieu is, of course, the home of the National Motor Museum, 
founded originally in 1952 by the late Edward Douglas-Scott-Montagu, 
3rd Baron Montagu of Beaulieu. His father was a motoring pioneer 
who, in the 1890s, introduced the future King Edward VII to the new 
wonder of ‘horseless’ four-wheel motorised transport. 

What started as a small private collection of just five cars, gradually 
morphed into an undertaking with 300 exhibits. The present museum 
opened its doors on 4th July 1972, and changed its name from the 
Montagu Motor Museum to the National Motor Museum to reflect its 
new status as a charitable trust. 

Along with its busy calendar of motoring and social events throughout 
the year, Beaulieu have been hosting their very successful International 
Autojumble since 1967 – the biggest this side of the Atlantic and one 
that attracts visitors from all over the world. 

Their smaller Spring Autojumble celebrated its 25th anniversary in May 
this year and as 2019 is the 60th anniversary of the launch of the Mini in 
1959, the PR and Events team at Beaulieu very kindly agreed to allow 
the MCR to have a display of classic Minis as an additional attraction. 

It is only when you start tabulating the different Mini models that 
you realise how many variants there are and the shear versatility of 
its design that allowed it to become all things to all men and women. 

Sixty years on, anyone who drives a car today can climb into a 1959 
Mini and drive it in much the same way as they do their present car. 
In 1959, I wonder how many car owners could start, let alone drive, 
Herbert Austin’s single cylinder Wolseley 3 ½ h.p? Imagine coping with 
five engine oilers, a manual under-bonnet choke valve to flood the 
carburettor float chamber, an engine decompression lever to make 
cranking over easier, a toothed manual throttle setting, a hand crank 
starting handle, a brass light switch to operate the ignition, and a tiller 
bar rather than a wheel for steering? Such was the advance in motor 
vehicle design in the sixty years from 1899 to 1959, and the Mini re-set 
the clock with yet further innovation.

Mini Cooper Register members aren’t just enthusiasts for the sporting 
marque that carries the Cooper name. To my pleasant surprise, many 
members’ wanting to display their car(s) are keen followers of all Minis 
and we ended up with the perfect cross-section of every model type 
from 1959 to 2000. 

Across the Saturday and Sunday public open days we displayed 60 
beautiful cars. The local BBC news covered the event on the Saturday, 
and that afternoon, Lord Montagu, who had very kindly allowed us 
to use his private vehicle entrance to get to the display area, gave a 
presentation of a commemorative engraved glass tumbler to each of 
the individual Mini owners.

On the Sunday our cars were displayed in the shape of a fan, at the 
head of which was Peter Laidler’s ex Liverpool Police Mini Cooper S, 
fully kitted out with its ‘Police’ lettering, roof sign and accompanying 
‘blues & two’s’. Lots of visitors heading for the autojumble entrance 
diverted their route to see what was going on, and once they had 
marvelled at Peter’s Mini - possibly the most photographed vehicle of 
the whole weekend - they wanted to see the others parked up with 
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it. Every car had a story behind it and the 
owner’s were only too happy to share their 
enthusiasm for their pride and joy.

Beaulieu Spring Autojumble always clashes 
with the London to Brighton Mini Run on 
the Sunday. This year, there was the FA Cup 
Final to compete with on the Saturday as 
well. Neither bothered the eager visitors to 
Beaulieu that weekend. The weather was just 
right and the show was as busy as ever. Mini 
enthusiasts who had a shopping list did not 
leave empty handed, including yours truly.  

I have been visiting Beaulieu Autojumble 
for many years. For me it is not just a 
destination event, it is a social one too, with 
a friendly relaxed atmosphere and quality 
organisation behind it. This year was just 
as enjoyable for a different reason: I spent 
most of it with the delightful owners of the 
cars in our display. The best experiences 
are those that we share with friends and 
like-minded others. Beaulieu Autojumble is a 
great catalyst for just that, and judging from 
the positive feedback I have received, that 
feeling is universal. 

On behalf of the Mini Cooper Register I wish 
to thank Jane Riddiford, Judith Maddox, Ben 
Wanklyn, Charlotte Mountain, the staff at 
Beaulieu, and of course, Lord Montagu for 
granting us the benefit of their time, friendly 
advice, and kind hospitality. It all added up to a 
most memorable weekend. 

The cars may have been the stars, but it is 
the people who own them that really bring 
it all together. You did it in spades. It wasn’t 

lost on me that a large number of you had travelled a considerable distance to be there, and 
then several of you kindly assisted with marshalling the cars into position. That really is going 
the extra mile! 

The Dorset and Hampshire Regions gave great support; Roger Wall collected and delivered 
the club gazebo, and friends assisted to put it up. Finally, Tony & Sally Salter, Paul Sulma, Justin 
Ridyard, Richard Sign and David Hucker, all pulled behind the scenes to help make things happen. 
It really was a team effort and I thank all of you for your part in the success of our Mini 60 display 
at Beaulieu Autojumble 2019.

The big International Autojumble at Beaulieu takes place on 7th & 8th September 2019.  With 
more than 2,000 trade stands, you will need a weekend to view it all.

John Parnell

Martin McCloskey receives his commemorative glass tumbler from Lord Montagu

Peter Laidler’s ex Liverpool police car drew a lot of attention on the Sunday, seen here with 
Steve Burch’s Innocenti 1300 Export, and the 997cc Austin Mini Cooper of Norman Purves 
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Goodwood Revival to honour Cooper Car Company’s motoring success
By David Hucker

EVENTS

This year’s Goodwood Revival, which is being held on 13th to 15th 
September, will have a strong Mini theme with a special tribute to 

the Cooper Car Company, founded in the late 1940s in a small garage 
in Surrey.

John Cooper, along with his father Charles, started work in their 
Surbiton garage by building 500cc Formula Three cars. The most 
famous connection for Cooper, however, is arguably that with the Mini. 

John Cooper’s development of the diminutive British saloon, 
originally built for the road, dominated saloon car racing and rallying 
throughout the 1960s. The cars famously claimed victories at the 
1964, 1965 and 1967 Monte Carlo Rallies, although Timo Makinen 
was also first home in 1966 only to be disqualified for having the 
wrong type of headlamp bulbs!

Speaking of the Revival plans, Mike Cooper, John Cooper’s son and 
Mini Cooper Register Honorary President, said that he is “absolutely 
thrilled that Goodwood have decided to honour my father and the 

team 60 years on from securing its first World Championship. It’s extra 
special that the celebration is being held at Goodwood, as the Cooper 
family holds the distinction of being the only fourth-generation family 
to compete there. It will be a truly fitting occasion to look back and 
celebrate the past 60 years of Cooper.”

To add to the celebrations, there will be a parade of Minis once a day 
at the Track Opening, following which the cars will then go on display 
behind the main grandstand and in other areas at the event. Owners 
that are a part of the parade will receive admission tickets and access 
in return for their cars being on display throughout the weekend.

The cars will be in keeping with the Goodwood Revival age parameter, 
which goes up to 1966 – the year the circuit originally closed. 
Any members interested in joining the parade should get in touch 
with photos of their car and the best postal address by email to 
competitors@goodwood.com.

David Hucker
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Mini50 celebrations at Goodwood a decade ago!

A thank you from our commentator

I hope you will find a way of passing on my thanks to all the MCR 
members who helped me out of my dilemma on Saturday/Sunday in 
getting from West Dorset to Beaulieu, and return. You know, I am 
sure, just how much I enjoy working at your National Day, and I would 
have been mortified if I had had to let you down.

So my grateful thanks to Steven Hebb for getting me to Beaulieu, to 
his daughter Sophie for getting me from deepest Dorset to Steven's 

house, and to several Dorset-based members for helping set up a 
'Rescue Robson' operation - which worked perfectly.

Of course I am hoping that you will ask me to work with you again in 
2020, and that on that occasion my chosen transport will not let me 
down at the last moment ....

Very best regards,
 
Graham Robson 

LETTERS
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Interview with Gordon Spice
By Peter Barker

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

One of the star Mini racers of the 1960s, Gordon Spice, spoke to 
me for MiniWorld magazine at his home in 2010.

‘My family’s roots were in the East End of London. My grandfather was 
a ship’s carpenter in the docks and my father became a successful cocoa 
trader in the City of London, which lifted him into completely different 
strata of society from that of his origins. Although he and I never got on 
I had enormous respect for his business ability.

I was sent away to boarding school and when I emerged aged 18 
in 1958 I emigrated to Australia for ten pounds where I became a 
branch manager for a hire purchase company. At the age of 19 I was 
responsible for 1 million pounds worth of borrowings, a huge amount 
for such a young person.

After a year in Australia I was tricked into coming back to the UK to 
work in the family cocoa business. Sent to New Jersey, USA, I was the 
only white worker in an entirely black factory. My co-workers could 
never understand what I had done so badly wrong to warrant being a 
manual labourer in my father’s company!

Back in the UK I got married at 21 and continued working in the 
family business. My brother Derek, then aged 23, had a Downton-
engined Austin A40 which he raced regularly and one day at 
Goodwood I persuaded him to let me have a go in it. I found driving 
it was great fun and my lap times were competitive straight away. I 
decided to be a racing driver there and then. Both Derek and I were 
given a car on our 21st birthdays. My father allowed us to order a car 
costing no more than 600 pounds so long as it came in black. He felt 
that any other colour on a car was frivolous. I had an A40 but was hit 
hard up the back on the Chiswick flyover in West London and it was 
written off. With the insurance payout I bought an MG TF 1500, much 
to my father’s outrage, and proceeded to race it. Despite spending a 
fortune at Vic Derrington’s tuning shop in Kingston, it proved to be 

a totally unreliable racing car. In 1962 I failed to finish any of the five 
races that I had entered!

After being fired by my father I sold encyclopedias door to door and 
earned 5,000 pounds in three months. This enabled me to buy a 
Lawrencetune Morgan +4 for 2,000 pounds and run it for the season. 
In early 1964 following a season’s club racing in 1963, I started working 
for Chris Lawrence. I drove with Lawrence in his Mini-engined Deep 
Sanderson sports prototype at Le Mans in 1964 but our relationship 
ended acrimoniously.

Now desperately needing an income I was contacted by Bunty 
Richmond at Downton Engineering. She and her husband Daniel 
offered me a job as sales manager for Downton and that’s how my Mini 
racing career started.

Daniel Richmond, rumoured to be related to the Duke of Richmond, 
was an eccentric a character as you will ever meet. He was also an 
engineering genius who simply had a feel for airflow and achieved 
amazing results with the A series engine. I can remember driving with 
him in a Mini fitted with an updraught carburetor on a long manifold 
which achieved 65mpg. This was unheard of at the time and would 
have been fantastic in production except that it needed re-tuning 
every few days! Driving with him was terrifying as he paid little 
attention to the road, instead facing his passenger and expounding his 
latest theories.

My job was to sell new cars and Downton conversions which wasn’t 
too difficult, and I was offered a salary of 20 pounds per week 
plus commission. I negotiated a deal of 15 pounds per week plus 
commission plus the use of a Downton racing engine in my Mini at the 
weekends. This was fine except that I didn’t have a racing Mini. I owned 
a Ford Cortina GT at the time, the dog’s bollocks or so I thought, but 
Daniel would not let a Ford onto his premises or speak to me, so I sold 
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Equipe Arden Team. Gordon Spice sitting on the 
car with Jim Whitehouse at the rear to his left 



MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

it and bought a Mini. Then he would speak 
to me again. Every Wednesday Daniel would 
drive up to Abingdon for meetings with Alec 
Issigonis, Alex Moulton and others. They 
would then meet at Alec’s house where they 
would go up into the attic enjoy several tipples 
and play with Issi’s model trains. Amazingly, 
they held brainstorming sessions at the same 
time, plotting the future of the Mini Cooper 
and Cooper S. Daniel would arrive back from 
these meetings in a very happy state before 
retiring to The Bull Hotel for evening cocktails. 
The majority of the development work on the 
Cooper and Cooper S engines was done by 
Daniel and the talented Downton staff, and I 
remember Ray Sheppard in the cylinder head 
shop played a key role. All those who worked 
for Daniel and Bunty Richmond remember 
them with loyalty and affection and their spirit 
lives on in the very active DEWS (Downton 
Engineering Works Social) Club.

In 1966 Daniel and Bunty announced that they 
would like to retire and would like me to take 
over Downton Engineering. They did not see 
it as a problem that I had no money – they 
would be happy to lend it. I thought about 
it and decided that I could not take it on as 
the whole basis for Downton Engineering’s 
success was Daniel’s contacts and reputation. 
Instead I moved back to the London area and 
started my own car accessory business. With 
Downton’s support I raced a private Mini 
Cooper in 1965, 1966 and 1967 with some 
success.

In 1968 I was contacted by Jim Whitehouse, 
proprietor of Arden Engineering, and offered 
a drive for the new season. In the Arden 
Engineering 970cc Cooper S I came first in 
class twice during the season and picked up 
five other class placings. This was enough to 
give me the 1,000cc class title in the RAC 

British Saloon Car championship for that year. Driving a properly prepared car was wonderful and 
Jim Whitehouse was an excellent engineer, but I wanted to be in with a chance of an overall win 
and that meant moving up to 1,300cc.

For 1969 I suggested to Jim Whitehouse that Alec Poole take the 1,000cc drive for Arden 
Engineering and it proved to be a good tip as Alec won the RAC British Saloon Car 
Championship outright that year. I was offered a drive with the newly formed Britax-
Cooper-Downton team who were out to beat the British Leyland Works Mini racers now 
being prepared at Abingdon. Steve Neal and I had an eight-port, fuel injected Mini each 
with 12 inch wheels, a limited slip diff finished in bright yellow and black. They were pretty 
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1968 season with Bernard Unett’s Imp behind

1969 season with Cooper-Britax-Downton cars leading Steve Neil’s sister car
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I was not happy. The net result was that 
Steve and I crashed at Silverstone in the fifth 
round and wrote both Minis off, both cars 
needing new bodyshells. I continued to the 
end of the Championship season winning 
two of the rounds at Crystal Palace (which 
was televised by the BBC) and at Mallory 
Park, the other of the two twisty circuits. 
We beat our Mini-mounted rivals in the 
Abingdon team but had to give best to in the 
Championship’s 1,300cc class to Chris Craft 
in his Broadspeed Escort. I finished second.

During the 1969 season a good friend, 
John Blackburn, happened to be marketing 
manager for the Cooper Car Company and 
it was he who dealt with enquiries from 
European race organisers for the Works 
Cooper cars to appear. Using my old private 
Mini we created a perfect replica of the 
Works cars and, whenever the opportunity 
arose, it was our car that appeared under 
the Works banner in Europe. In those days 
start and prize money was paid in cash so 
no problem there. An important part of 
Blackburn’s job was to make sure that John 
Cooper never knew about these trips and 
the relevant pages were removed from his 
copy of Autosport. He never cottoned on!

I went into Formula 5000 racing in 1970 
and when commitments allowed drove 
seven races in the British Championship for 
Equipe Arden in their 1300cc Mini achieving 
two class wins and four class seconds, each 
time beaten by a Broadspeed Escort. My 
racing career continued for another 19 
years and culminated in four FIA C2 World 
Championships for Drivers titles from 1985 
to 1988, driving sportcars produced by 
Spice Engineering.

Looking back now I remember the Mini 
with great affection. It gave me my first paid 
drive after all! Racing Minis were not easy 
cars to drive, heavy on the steering and not 
for the faint hearted as you had to seriously 
commit yourself. They were terrific fun 
though, and wonderful when you got it right 
- a real buzz!’

© Peter Barker 2019         

physical to drive due to heavy steering. The deal I agreed with John Cooper was that 
whoever between Steve and I had the most points after four races would be the team’s 
number one driver. Unfortunately, John forgot to tell Steve and team manager Ginger Devlin 
of our agreement, and so when I was not given the number one treatment after four races 

1969 British Grand Prix support race. Spice in car 19 behind Neil but both in front of John Rhodes in the Abingdon car 17

Gordon Spice and the rather tall Steve Neil were team mates in 1969 
with Cooper-Britax-Downton cars where they beat the Abingdon cars
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I am again offering my services to organise our usual brilliant stand at 
Stanford Hall on 15th September.

Once again it will be on a first come first served basis for what will 
be a marvellous Midlands show weather permitting.

Ticket prices have not yet been set but there will be a reduction  
for exhibitors.

Please contact me initially so that I can log who is interested and the 
Mini/MINI variant to expect.

I will then post out a pro-forma to fill out and return to me with a stamped 
addressed envelope along with a cheque made out to the MiniCooper 
Register. The fee will be set by The British Mini Club after 1st February.

My address is: Mr J Filor, 199 Grange Drive, Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire, LE13 1EL. Phone number: 01664566614.  
Email: jfilor@talktalk.net

Space is limited so could members wishing to exhibit at Stanford Hall 
please contact me as soon as possible. The reduced entry fee of £8 
for the driver only, will only be available up to August 10th so I will 
need your response before then. My address is Mr Jerry Filor 199 
Grange Drive Melton Mowbray Leicestershire. LE13 1EL. Phone 
number 01664 566614  email:jfilor@talktalk.net.

Sunday September 15th 2019 Stanford Hall Mini Fest

Authorised and regulated by the FCA

01455 639 000
classiclineinsurance.co.uk

Mini Insurance

classicline*
INSURANCE

Agreed Value Cover

MCR Member Discount

Free Salvage Rights

Young Driver Facility

UK & EU Breakdown Cover 

Motor Legal Expenses Cover

European Cover

Multi-Vehicle Policies 
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Here we are fast approaching the 60th anniversary of 
the BMC sensation of August 1959 public launch. 

There will be many amongst us who celebrated previous 
milestones of the Mini that really gathered momentum 
from the Donington ‘Mini Extravaganza’ 20th anniversary 
celebrations held on 27th August 1979. There’s also 
stalwarts of the MCR that, not only attended the various 
celebrations, but actively helped run the major milestone 
events with full factory blessing and fellow enthusiasts 
drawn from all corners of the globe.

Looking back over a little more than 60 years, when one 
considers the number of strikes BMC and their suppliers 
were contending with in the precursor of the launch (let 
alone all that would follow), one could indeed wonder 
how this major gamble ‘The British Motor Corporation’ 
was taking to put Issigonis’ concept into three dimensional 
production reality was achieved! Let alone last a journey 
of 41 years coming down ‘the line’. Dare I say it, the 
once doyen of the British publishing industry, ‘The 
Times,’ published an annual Motor Show ‘Survey of the 
British Motor Car Industry,’ gathering snippets of all the 
goings on, including the strikes, some of which were 
classified as unofficial. Of course, BMC weren’t the lone 
car manufacture to have random stoppages within their 
factories. But they copped plenty with the following 
recorded dates covering the few months prior to what 
would become known as the Austin Seven and Morris 
Mini-Minor release. Giving an insight during a period 
that pretty much covers those built to test production 
techniques and gain sufficient stock levels come what is 
now the famous 26th August 1959 release day. 

‘April 
14th: Strikes at Jaguar, Morris Motors and MG make 4,800 
men idle.
15th: One Jaguar strike ended, but another started by rival 
union. Morris and MG strike ended.
24th: 1,000 men sent home for one day from Morris works 
because of paint shop dispute.
May 
13th: 5,000 Austin men lose shift because of 150 protesting 
against new tool boxes.
21st: Unofficial strike of 60 machine men at BMC tractor 
and transmission plant called off after production of 1,300 
vehicles lost.
June 
10th: 3,500 men idle in one day unofficial strike at BMC 
factories.
July 
20th: Strike at Morris Motors ordered over dismissal of 
shop steward. 3,000 involved. 
23rd: Between 2,000 and 3,000 laid off at Austins.
August 
11th: Minister of Labour intervened in Morris strike; 3,566 
failed to report to work. 
13th: Unions called off Morris Strike – shop steward found 
alternative employment.
26th: Night shift for 1,650 men at Morris Motors. Austin 
Seven and Morris Mini–Minor introduced.
September 
1st: BMC baby car output to be stopped because of 
unofficial strike; 
3rd: BMC strikers go back so that talks can start.’  

Please note that I add this list to help tell this early Mini story on how things 
were in the day as the ADO15 project came to fruition – not to cause 2019 
union bashing animosity. 

As an aside to a difficult time there was also a little positive news in The Times 
list, that must have given manufacturers and new car buyers alike a slight sigh of 
relief – ‘April 8th: Purchase tax on cars reduced from 60 to 50 percent.’ In amongst 
that list, I have previously mentioned what is the 20th July strike at Morris in these 
pages. There used to be a wonderful website covering ITN news footage with a 
pre-release Morris Mini-Minor wearing factory trade plate ‘377 FC’ driven out of 
the Cowley gates in front of the strikers and TV News cameras alike, on 22nd July 
1959. However, the link I have is no longer active and will require someone with 
better tech skills to see if it survives in the ether of the net somewhere. 

Of course that 22nd July date might have been the first time the Mini made an 
impromptu (and perhaps even deliberate) television appearance, but it was not 
the first time news had broken about the upcoming tiddler’s arrival. However, 
most others were somewhat coyer in their reporting, although not necessarily 
completely accurate or forthright. News had even spread as far afield as Australia 
at least 2 months before release with the June 59 Australian Motor Sports ‘newsy’ 
piece titled ‘Small Cars.’ The piece starts with the downsizing of new US compact 
cars, Ford Falcon and Mopar’s Valiant and then goes on to mention ‘...England, not 
to be outdone by the Americans, is also reported to be producing small cars. These 
are real babies, not just smaller cars. BMC are reported to be leading the field with 
the A25, a brand new baby retailing at £500 sterling (including English purchase 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

Those cheeky French and their front page illustration in 15/7/59 l’Auto-Journal
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tax), developing 25bhp and giving a fuel consumption of 60-
80mpg. The BMC car is said to have a 600cc engine utilising 
front wheel drive.’ 

This is then followed up a month later in the July 1959 AMS 
‘English News Letter’ column by Bill Boddy having this to say... 
“BMC have a sensational new small car up their sleeve for 
early release but I am sworn to secrecy so will merely say that 
some rumours credit it with a rear engine, others quote engine 
size as 600, 750 and 945cc, others again tell of a transverse 
front engine and front-wheel-drive. We shall see, but whatever 
the technical ingredients I gather it will be a little gem.” Bill’s 
regular gig was of course as long-term editor of ‘Motor Sport’ 
in the UK and also mentions early in the piece “As I bash out 
another news-communication from “up-here”, all the lads 
and lasses are foregathering at Le Mans for another 24 hour 
marathon…” Given the French classic was due to run over the 
weekend of 20th -21st June that helps in the timeline of all this 
and dovetails well with what I believe was Sir Leonard Lord’s 
first broadcasting of ‘Mini’ news on 17th June1959. 

Earlier I did mention ‘most’ were coyer, although not in 
France. Some years ago (10 to be precise in the June 2009 
MCR mag) I supplied an Australian Modern Motor feature 
from the September 1959 issue (actually published in August 
1959). This relayed a French magazine feature that as it turns 
out broke the embargo by a full 6 weeks when first published 
in the Wednesday, 15th July 1959 edition of l’Auto-Journal. 
Clearly, there was no gentleman’s agreement between BMC 
and the Gallic publishing house across the channel. Since 
2009 I have secured a copy of what is essentially a fortnightly 
broadsheet French motoring/motor sport newspaper – a bit 
like early Motoring News. However, given my colonial ways I 
can do enough abuse to the English language, let alone tackle 
French. Meaning, if ever I wish to read this whole piece I’ll 
need to transcribe into Google translation to get the gist. Not 
that we have space to go adding a transcription of the Jean 
Mistral credited piece here anyway. A basic Google translation 
of the front page heading comes up with… 

“UNE REVOLUTION EN ANGLETERRE: TRACTION 
AVANT SUR LA MORRIS!” = A revolution in England: pulling 
ahead on the Morris! (Apologies to our French friends!).

As can be seen, the illustrations that accompany page 1 and the 
page 3 feature are quite accurate. Someone had connections! 
Although as Bill Boddy alludes in AMS it was hardly a best kept 
secret. There were certainly numerous things going on pre-
launch to get some press exposure always garnered for a new 
car launch. As far as I’m aware, The Autocar’s plans to do their 
8,000 mile ‘Mini-Go-Round Sortie’ around the Mediterranean 
began as early as 25th June 1959. With The Autocar’s Ronald 
‘Steady’ Barker and Peter Riviere sent on their way by a 
precautionary wheelchair bound, Jack Brabham (after his then 
3 days earlier Portuguese GP Cooper T51 huge crash) with the 
‘twin tank’ Cherry red Morris Mini-Minor registered  667 GFC 
on the day of Mini’s release. The Brabham involvement being 
a rare public Mini moment for him, as his new Chessington 
Garage venture was due to open 1st October 1959 and sold 
products from BMC’s opposition, set up with franchises for 
Standard -Triumph and Rootes Group products. Sixty years 
ago the Barker/Riviere month long, action packed journey 
was published over more than 2 months worth of weekly 
The Autocar issues with newsy pieces before the serialised 
features began. In fact the journey had finished and they told 
their readers so, before the proper features had even begun. 
But that is more a sign of the times in that long telex, phone 
calls or carrying a typewriter on such a journey wasn’t really 
convenient. This tale has been partially re-told several times 
since, most recently in the November 2016 issue of MiniWorld. 

There was also BMC’s own ‘Mini Sortie’ run slightly before 
The Autocar’s (and quite likely in-part at least, because 
of). With 2 men who played pivotal roles in BMC and Mini 
development history, Jack Daniels and Gil Jones leading a team 
of technicians running two very early un-badged production 
cars; 1 x RHD Austin Seven YOL 264 and 1 x LHD Morris 

More French Mini embargo breaking news on page 3 

9/59 Modern Motor cover the French l’Auto-Journal Mini feature 
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Mini-Minor 382 FJO (in-conjunction with the then new Austin 
A99 Westminster) over 21 days from Longbridge to the Artic 
Circle then on to Gibraltar. Depending where you look, pinning 
the exact date isn’t easy as it is often referenced as June/July 
1959. However, set amongst motoring journalist, Douglas 
Armstrong’s BMC-issued press releases in my collection lurks 
a 2 page ‘Test drive from Artic Circle to Gibraltar’ and quotes 
the start being Monday, 27th July, 1959. The actual opening 
of the release reads ‘Twenty one Days Proving Run by Early 
Production A.D.O 15’s. In order to ensure that production 
versions of the new British Motor Corporation’s small car 
matched up to their high prototype standards, an Austin 
Seven and Morris Mini-Minor were taken straight from the 
production lines in mid-July to undergo a Continental proving 
run of 7,000 miles.’ So that’s the official line, as many of us 
know Mini history is thwarted with duff leads but the cars were 
a little older than 2 weeks off the line when sent on their way. 

Credit where credit is due is that with the talented Daniels, 
Jones and crew they had enough skill to test drive/break/
mend their cars and know what to do to prepare the The 
Autocar’s planned ‘8,000 mile’ press car 667 GFC. At the 
very minimum enough to know that extra fuel capacity 
would be vital. Hence, the dawn of the right hand fuel 
tank appearing on that car so early in Mini’s life. The test 
also meant any potential problems found could allow re-
engineering of defective parts for future production updates.

There’s a colour photo relating to Daniels/Jones ‘on 
tour’ in the 2009 Pressnell Mini book chapter 3 page 40. 
This same (although B&W) photo appears in the Spring 
1961 Torque magazine for Austin Apprentices. The early 
version offering a location within its caption ‘During Trials 
of the Austin Seven and Mini-Minor, this photo was taken 
at the highest point of the road over the Rhône Glacier.’ 
So, perhaps our Swiss friends out enjoying those Alps 
roads can juxtaposition a modern photo just above Hotel 
Belvedere with a couple of their Minis.

Stephen Dalton
Part of 16/10/59 The Autocar’s Barker/ Riviere Mini-Go- Round part 2 

Page 1 of the ex Armstrong Artic Circle/Gibraltar press release,  Spring 1961 Torque and YOL 264 at the Rock of Gibraltar 
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classic car
insurance

visit: www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk
email: info@classiccarinsurance.co.uk

01376 574000
call now for an instant quote

Policy benefits may include:
• Free agreed valuations
• Roadside assistance and recovery within 

UK/EU
• Limited mileage options
• Discounts for multiple car ownership
• Club member discounts

 PBIS specialises in classic car insurance, 
as well as insurance for other collectable 
classic vehicles. As a company built on 
passion, we strive to deliver exemplary 

levels of service and customer satisfaction.

We have been arranging insurance for
your classics for over 30 years, so we

know what is important to you.

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270

ask us today about our 
classic car cover
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Terry Schraider- schraider@btinternet.com 
Clive Brooks – brooks.c2@sky.com 
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done automatically.
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The British Motor Museum’s popular annual event at Gaydon is a 
little later than usual this year, but the wait will be worth it as the 
Museum will be buzzing with Mini 60 celebrations. Coming the 
weekend before the IMM in Bristol, it should prove popular for Mini 
enthusiasts with the Museum easily accessed from the M40.

The Museum is home to an array of historic Minis dating back to 
621 AOK, the very first produced in 1959. Also on display will 
be the iconic X411 JOP, the last ever to come off the Longbridge 
production line in 2000.

Regular visitors will be familiar with the permanent display of the Monte 
Carlo Rally winning cars of 1964, 1965 and 1967, all of which are bound 
to attract a lot of attention on the day. There are also a number of 
interesting Minis on display in the Mezzanine Exhibition Gallery.

But, with the Mini’s birthday celebrations very much in mind, there 
is another event taking place on the day before, on Saturday 3rd 
August, as the Museum hosts a Classic Mini Mosaic World Record 
Attempt which is open to Minis produced between 1959 and 2000. 
This event, organised by Brian Sankey, will bring some 600 Minis 
together to create the phrase 'Mini 60' with the cars. This will be 

recorded from the air and the ground to provide the evidence that 
will be submitted to set a new Guinness World Record.

The eligible cars for this record attempt are:
• Classic Minis (produced between 1959 and 2000)
• Mini Clubmans
• Mini Clubman Estates

More details of both events are on the Museum’s website  
(https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events). 

Entry into the World Record attempt is just £7 per vehicle which 
also includes entry to the Museum and the National Metro & Mini 
Show for the driver and one passenger on both days. You can also 
camp at the Museum overnight on Saturday 3rd August for £10 per 
person. All tickets can be booked via the Museum’s website.

This year the Mini Cooper Register will have a display stand at 
the show with the Warwickshire region flying their flag. So, when 
booking for the show, please register your vehicle and don’t forget 
to add that you are a member of Mini Cooper Register so that the 
organisers can park everyone up together.

Metro & Mini Show  
British Motor Museum Gaydon 
Sunday 4th August 2019

WANTED
Mini Sport would like to put together a dedicated
display of  ‘Works Minis’ & former BMC Competitions
Department personnel on our stand, your help would
be greatly appreciated.

If you are the owner of a Works Mini, we would like
to invite you to display your Mini on our stand at
IMM 2019 & to join in the Mini 60 celebrations withIMM 2019 & to join in the Mini 60 celebrations with
Mini Sport, on the site of the IMM 2019 in Bristol.

The IMM attracts thousands of Mini fanatics from
around the World, with many possibly never having
seen a ‘Works Mini'.

The Mini 60 event is taking place at IMM 2019 on

Sunday 11th August
Washingpool Farm, Bristol

For more information, or to register
your interest, please contact:

cara@minisport.com

Limited spaces book now 
M42 J6 start point

Drive past the Longbridge factory
70 mile scenic tour

Easy to follow road book
Drive the iconic hillclimb

Join celebraJoin celebrations at Shelsley Walsh
Rally cars, Trade stands, Live 60’s music

Ti cke t s  &  More  In fo
www.Tu l i pRa l l yTours . co .uk

SUNDAY 25TH AUGUST
& She l s ley  Wa lsh  Min i  Day

D IAMOND
60th

ANNIVERSARY

MIN I  TOUR
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Period Adverts 
by Richard Pengelly
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A family run business with over 40 years experience.

Whether you are looking to buy a Mini, sell a Mini or have 
your existing one serviced, repaired or restored. Cambridge 
Miniworks has it covered!

ABOUT CAMBRIDGE MINIWORKS

Cambridge Miniworks is passionate about keeping the icon alive. The 
Mini is a big part of our heritage, and we live and breathe this classic 
little car every day. We love seeing cars and their owners, coming from 
all walks of life. It’s been our driving force, and what’s enabled us to 
work with this classic car for more than 40 years.

WHAT WE DO?

Keeping Minis on the road. Building long-term relationships, across the 
UK and around the world. Giving honest, impartial advice and opinion, 
from over 40 years experience.

At Cambridge Miniworks, we strive to build long-term relationships 
with classic Mini owners across the UK, and around the world, and 
our business is build on recommendations from happy customers. 
Our showroom and workshop in Cambridge is equipped as the UK’s 
premier location for every aspect of keeping your Mini on the road, 
and we give honest, impartial advice and opinion. Get in touch with us 
today and see how we can help you.

Below is a small selection of our cars, please visit www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk to see more.

01223 841141

CAMBRIDGE
MINIWORKS

11 High Green, Great Shelford, Cambridgeshire, CB22 5EG   T: +44(0) 1223 841141   E: blake@mworks.co.uk   W: www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk

Mini Cooper Register - Warwickshire Region

Mini 60 display at the National Metro & Mini Show British Motor Museum 4th August 2019

The region is very pleased announce that they will be celebrating 60 years of the Mini/MINI at the National Metro & Mini Show at the British 
Motor Museum in Gaydon on Sunday 4th August 2019 with the following models. Please come and join us.

We are still looking for Mk1 & Mk2 Cooper to complete a 20 car display.

Club parking close to display. If you order tickets on line and quote Mini Cooper Register on the booking form you will be allocated a space 
close to the display.

www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Further details from Cliff Porter at warks@minicooper.org            Regional organiser: Cliff Porter            @MiniCooperRegister on Facebook

Mk1 Cooper S
1071 cc Rally car
Mini Marcos from France
Mk2 Cooper S
1960s Traveller
Mk3 Cooper S

Innocenti
RSP
Early John Cooper Conversion
Rover mainstream
Rover Cooper spi
Rover Cooper mpi

2004 Lombard Revival Rally car – 1997 mpi
Minisprint
Clubman Honda V-tec
Mini Moke
Restored bespoke Clubman Traveller
Modern MINI
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HRCR Mini Sport Cup 2019: Round 3 – EMCOS Red Dragon I.T. Stages
By Cara Jackson

Returning to Down Ampney for 2019, fourteen of our Mini crews were entered to take on 
the EMCOS Dragon IT Stages. Ten slippy and rough airfield stages awaited our competitors, 

with the conditions being particularly brutal on the Minis due to the weather actually being nice... 
Not something you would usually complain about, however the hot, dry day caused issues for 
many of our Minis with overheating. Opting to run without grilles in a desperate attempt to keep 
temperatures down in engine bays, the EMCOS still claimed many victims, with five crews having 
to retire.

A notable absence from the EMCOS entry was Clive King (who couldn't compete due to a 
second honeymoon in Mexico!), freeing up Anton Bird to team up with Peter Ellerby for the 
event. Peter's Mini is in the same category as Clive's, meaning Anton could still gain those 
navigation Championship points! Unfortunately, it wasn't to be, spending the 1st Stage sorting 
out the calls, as Peter operates a different system to Clive. On to the 2nd Stage with calls 
sorted, the crew were absolutely flying through the course however, the engine had other 

ideas! Forced to retire with holed pistons, it 
was a disappointing end to the rally for Peter 
and Anton, who without the engine issues 
would have likely bagged themselves a solid 
result. Anton is now looking forward to the 
Brawdy Stages where he will be reunited 
with Clive, "we've never been to that event 
before, but I don’t suppose for a minute that 
will slow us down..."

Claiming another victim to overheating, Andy 
Jarman and Paul Davis ended their campaign 
early at Stage 5.

Afflicted with a broken driveshaft half way 
through Stage 1, Stuart Hart and Catherine 
Farrell luckily managed to get recovered at 
the end of Stage 2. A new driveshaft and 
CV joint fit in service, allowed the crew to 
advance back out for Stage 3. It was smooth 
sailing for the next couple of Stages, where 
the team found their footing again. However, 
a 2nd recovery was required after the steering 
arm snapped in Stage 5! Succeeding in finding 
a replacement steering arm, Stuart and 
Catherine made it back out again only for a 
bolt to snap off the top of their hub, which 
was the final straw and the duo retired on 
Stage 7! Stuart went on to add that, "it just 
wasn’t meant to be for us this time! We've never 
had any luck running number 66!"

A last minute change of Gamble's, meant 
we swapped Shane for his son Mark, who is 
now the 30th registered driver in the 2019 
Championship! Teaming up with Bob Ward in 
Shane's Mini, Mark and Bob were setting some 
very speedy stage times before disaster struck. 
Splitting the oil cooler and loosing all their oil, 

COMPETITION



COMPETITION

culminated in engine failure in Stage 7. Beginning with a rattle - Mark and Bob decided it was best 
to retire before causing any further damage to the engine.

Contact with a Chicane caused a puncture for Nigel Hart and Shaun Lovegrove on the opening 
loop of stages, but the pair decided to carry on with the flat rather than stop to change to a spare! 
Setting sound times throughout the morning, regrettably an incident on Stage 8, where a previous 
competitor had kicked out a lot of loose gravel on to the Stage, consequently meant that Nigel 
and Shaun couldn't get enough traction to turn. This resulted in them hitting the front end of their 
Mini in to a bank. The front of the Mini had taken the majority of the impact, with the engine & 
gearbox appearing to be fine. Thankfully, Nigel and Shaun escaped relatively unscathed - being 
seen to by paramedics at the event; however both are now very sore from the accident! We wish 
them both a speedy recovery.

It was an early lead of the Minis for Ryan Taylor 
and Hollie Churchill, with Ryan noting that 
the Mini was running "absolutely spot on". An 
unfortunate collision with another competitor 
in Stage 4 almost ended the rally for the crew 
there and then. However, they persevered, 
at this point lying 2nd Mini about 40 seconds 
behind John and Martin Cressey. Despite 
holding a strong position in the rally, Ryan and 
Hollie ultimately had to retire at Stage 9 when 
their bottom pulley fell apart and the fan belt 
snapped, resulting in the Mini over heating. On 
a more positive note, Ryan was heaping praise 
on navigator Hollie, "Hollie was spot on with 
the stage diagrams, her experience is growing 
massively and she did a fantastic job all weekend!"

John Brooks and Phil Harvey lost the rubber 
bushes supporting the gear linkage, resulting in 
the crew being forced to complete a Stage with 
only 2nd gear. Spare bushes were sourced from 
another competitor, meaning the duo finished 
4th in category 2 and 8th Mini overall.

Current Championship leaders, Jack Hartley 
and Gary Dawes started as they meant to go 
on! Setting the 3rd quickest stage time in Stage 
1, they continued to set consistent times for 
the day, with the exception of Stage 2 - where 
an unfortunate mistake cost the crew about 
4 minutes, resulting in a Stage maximum. The 
only issue with the Mini that Jack and Gary 
experienced was the same as many... the heat! 
Struggling to keep the rising temperatures at 
bay, something hit the fan and smashed up 
some of the blades, which consequently had 
to be removed. Deciding to combat this by 
removing the grille, Jack and Gary finished 
EMCOS 1st in category 3 and the 7th Mini 
overall, adding that, "if it hadn’t been for that 
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mistake in Stage 2, then we would’ve been on track to finish 3rd Mini by the end of the day - but I 
enjoyed the rest of the Stages, even though I found the venue was a bit rough on the car. We finished 
the event and still gained valuable points for the Championship!"

Father and Daughter crew, Paul and Jemma Taylor had a great run, despite the venue being 
particularly hard on the Mini, especially with the potholes! The driving conditions certainly 
weren't ideal for our Mini crews, with Jemma noting that, "the Mini didn’t miss a beat throughout 
the day and neither did the driver! We had a great run and a laugh along the way, despite the driving 
conditions." Paul and Jemma finished 2nd in the Open Class and the 6th Mini overall.

David Evans and Adam Evans suffered with a front shock absorber pulling out on the penultimate 
Stage, costing the team valuable seconds. It was then removed for the final Stage so David and 
Adam could complete the rally, ending 3rd in category 2 and the 5th Mini overall.

Getting used to the additional power in their engine, Ken Pryce and Don James had another 
strong run, finishing 1st in category 1 and the 4th Mini overall.

Teaming up for the final time this season, Andrew O'Hanlon and Bill Douglas got off to a cautious 
start, Andrew explaining that Down Ampney is not one of his favourite events - as "there are 

too many splits, laps and merges", plus the 
last time Andrew competed here he was hit 
by a Subaru Impreza! Picking up the pace 
throughout the day, Andrew and Bill had no 
issues, with the Mini only requiring fuel all day. 
Andrew's cautious start clearly didn't affect 
the crew for too long, as they finished 2nd in 
category 2 and the 3rd Mini overall.

A dodgy landing on Stage 5 left Eric Davis and 
Russell Joseph with an oil and fuel leak and the 
crew were also hindered by a couple of other 
competitors on Stage 6 - teamed with Eric 
having a bad cramp... Luckily the issues and 
cramps subsided enough not to thwart Eric and 
Russell's rally, "we lifted the suspension a bit after 
a couple of moments on straights where it jumped 
across the track flat in 4th! We just kept going as 
fast as possible without being right on the limit... 
Big thanks to service crew Spud, Nigel, Andrew, 
and security Frank!" Eric and Russell were placed 
1st in category 2 and the 2nd Mini overall!

John Cressey and Martin Cressey were back 
on top form after a broken throttle cable had 
forced their retirement at Dixies. It was a rocky 
start during the 1st Stage where the Mini and 
the intercom were cutting out on the crew and 
a broken wire was to blame, but this was swiftly 
put right in service. Seizing the opportunity to 
trial a few pieces and change around various 
parts to find out what did and didn't work, 
John ended up out-breaking himself several 
times, causing a couple of spins and overshoots. 
However, their lead on the Minis was so strong 
that this luckily had no impact on the overall 
results! Adding that it was a "fantastic day, 
especially winning the Cup by 3 minutes and 59 
seconds!" This tremendous lead resulted in the 
uncatchable John and Martin finishing 1st in the 
Open Class and the 1st Mini overall.

Well done John and Martin!

COMPETITION
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Prizes:

The Yokohama prize of two regulation tyres, 
used throughout the Championship, was 
awarded to Peter Ellerby, Stuart Hart won the 
5L of Penrite Classic Mini Oil, Mark Gamble 
won the socket wrench from Snap-On and the 
Questmead prize for best improvement on 
seeding was awarded to Paul Taylor – who was 
seeded 67th and finished in 39th position! The 
draw was made by 6 year old Oscar Gamble.

Retirements:

Peter Ellerby / Anton Bird – Stage 2

Andy Jarman / Paul Davis – Stage 5

Mark Gamble / Bob Ward – Stage 7

Stuart Hart / Catherine Farrell – Stage 7

Nigel Hart / Shaun Lovegrove – Stage 8

Ryan Taylor / Hollie Churchill – Stage 9

Overall Results:

1st Category 1 Ken Pryce / Don James

1st Category 2 Eric Davis / Russell Joseph

1st Category 3 Jack Hartley / Gary Dawes

1st Open Class John Cressey / Martin Cressey

The full provisional results table for all of our 
Mini crews can be found below.

Thank you to the generous sponsors of the 
HRCR Mini Sport Cup – 
Mini Sport, Mintex, Yokohama, Penrite and 
Questmead, without whom there wouldn’t be 
a Championship.

For more information on the Mini Sport Cup, 
please see our Facebook page here.

Cara Jackson

Photos by Paul Mitchell Photographer, 
Michael Anderson, Stuart Hart &  
Anton Bird 



Corbeau Seats Rally - Clacton April 2019
By Peter Horsburgh

After 20 years of action in over 90 rallies 
I have decided to retire my faithful Mk1 

Cooper S from competition.  There have 
been two iterations of the car, an Austin from 
1998 to 2006 when it was stolen, to its Morris 
replacement in late 2006 to the present have 
achieved great results including one HRCR 
Championship in 1999, 6 outright victories on 
road rallies and 7 Historic Stage class wins in 
the UK, Belgium and Isle of Man.

I would have liked to have finish on our 
favourite rally roads on Rally Isle of Man, but 
that event was not to be so we entered the 
second running of the Corbeau Seats rally 
based on closed roads around Clacton and 
Tendring district. This year there was a class 
for Historic cars and we were pitted against 
the very successful Porsche 911 of Dessie 
Nutt/Geraldine McBride and the fellow 
Cooper S man, Henry Hardiment /Keith Pettit 
making a welcome return after a long lay-off, 
with a newly rebuilt engine. Seen before the 
start still sporting the trademark deerstalker!
 
The rally comprised 3 loops of 4 stages varying 
length from 2 to 6 miles, with servicing on the 
seafront in Clacton between each loop. As last 
year spectators were out in force, cheering 
us on throughout the day, and many families 
enjoying the close access to the cars in the 
service area. The Saturday scrutineering and 
Signing on went to plan and we spent the 
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afternoon doing one pass of the stages in our road car to check the 
excellent Patterson pace notes. All cars went to a ceremonial start on 
the sea front before leaving overnight in the ‘parc ferme’ ready for 
action on Sunday.
 
The day started dry for the first 4 stages the previous night’s rain having 
largely dried .Dessie got off to a flying start taking 14 seconds off us on 
the first 6 mile stage with Henry showing his lack of car time a further 
minute behind.
 
On stages 2 and 4 we matched the Porsche, but a delay when we 
caught an ailing car in the tricky farmyard complex on stage 3 cost us 
about 20 seconds. This gave the Porsche a lead of 50 seconds after 
only 4 stages with Henry getting back in the rhythm gradually about 2 
minutes behind.

Back to service and only an annoying oil leak from the rocker gasket 
causing any concern. We set off with hopes of matching the Porsche, 
but as we headed out to stage 5 the heavens opened and we had a 
very wet run with aquaplaning on some of the shiny B road tarmac 
causing a few moments. This resulted in us dropping 40 seconds to 

COMPETITION
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the Porsche running 30 minutes ahead of us and missing the 
worst of the rain.

We took 20 seconds back on stage 7, but like us earlier, they 
were probably held up passing a slower car. The difference 
after 8 stages was now 59 seconds, however, we were 
enjoying the stages and having fun with Graham perfect on the 
notes as usual and the car going like a train. Henry was having 
some ride height problems with lack of competitive running 
there were always going to be issues.
 
We did have a clear run on the final loop of 4 stages 10 
seconds quicker than Dessie who was probably easing off 
towards the end. Our reward was second in the small class of 
3 pre-1967 cars and a nice final run before the car retires for 
a well-earned rest.
 
Thanks to my son Spen for his faultless car preparation 
over these busy years of competition, Graham for his great 
partnership in the left hand seat, but soon to be trying out the 
driving side!

Thanks to my other navigators - Anthony Preston, Mark 
Appleton, Alistair Bell, and a few others who have stepped 
into the breach over the years.

Thanks to MiniSpares team Justin, Alex, Simon and Gary who 
have loyally supported me with parts and advice for 20 years. 
Southam Mini and Metro Centre for engine build and set up, 
Rod, Colin and Simon.

And of course, thanks to the two versions of 277 BRX giving 
me almost the most fun ever in a car. Pictured on my favourite 
event Rally Isle of Man in 2005(Austin) and 2016(Morris).

Peter Horsburgh

Photos from Clacton 2019 courtesy of  
Andy Manston at M&H Photography
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Mintex Rally Yorkshire 26th/28th April 2019 
By Tom Bradley
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An entry for the above event was submitted last year for Graham 
Cofield and I to run in which was the first rally organised to be 

a Grand Tour using some of the old Stages from the original Mintex 
International Rallies of the 1970s and 80s. The car to be used was 
my double championship winning Mini Clubman 1275GT – GTL 
430N, which had competed on the original Mintex Rallies in 1978, 
1979 and 1980.

The Friday afternoon saw us checking into the Principal Hotel in York 
ready for the evening Buffet Dinner and get together with all the 
other 90 crews, many from the golden era of rallying including many 
MCR members like Jumping Jeff Williamson, Andy Harrison and Jim 
Partridge. Others included Russell Brookes, Louise Aitken-Walker, 
Geoff and Alan Simpson and Roger Platt.

A sample of the cars taking part were Escorts Mk 1 and Mk 2, Hillman 
Imps, Alpine A110’s, Beetles, Dolomite sprints, TR7 V8’s, Porsche 
911’s, Hillman Avengers, Hillman Hunter and Avengers and Lancia 
Delta’s etc. There were also lots of Minis (8) taking part including 
some crews from Northern Ireland and they were:

Mike Dodsworth/Roy Scargill Ex Works Cooper S

Gordon Scargill/David Scargill Mini Cooper

Derk Smyth/Anne Smyth Mini Cooper S

Elkin Robinson/Christine Robinson Mini Cooper S

Jim Partridge/Sue Partridge Mini Cooper S

Julian Cardew/Katie Cardew Mini 1275GT

Dan Sykes/Ollie Bell Morris Mini

Graham had not sat in GTL since we won our class on the Castrol/
Autosport National Rally championship in 1980. So it was a special 
moment for him as we set off from the Principal Hotel in the centre 
of York on Saturday 27th April, in the rain, to take in Harewood Hill 
Climb 1 & 2, Bowling Park in Bradford City Centre, Bramham Park 
and Church Fenton Airfield where 4 stages were held in the afternoon 
before returning to York for the after rally dinner.

All Stages started at 30 second intervals and taken at your own speed! 
Harewood Hill Climb was perfect for the Mini, tight and twisty, which 
I have never competed on. I had fitted wet weather tyres for the 12” 
GKN’s which was a bonus as it rained all day. It’s a good job as there 
was no servicing!
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When we got to Bramham Park the majority of the stage was 
on the loose which brought back a lot of memories for both of 
us. The Church Fenton Stages were a wide open Airfield and 
although we were flat out the Flying Escorts were passing us 
like we were stood still! There was lots of rain on the runways 
and it’s amazing how slow the windscreen wipers are as 
opposed to the cars of today.

I took some photos of the Minis outside the Hotel on the 
Friday night and also of the derivatives of the Mini - The 
Metro 6R4 of Nigel Hepburn/David Nicholson, The BMC 
1800 Landcrab of Andy Harrison.

This was the first of the Mintex Grand Tours and the date has 
already been set for next year. If you fancy it and don’t want to 
take part in flat out competition you can find it on Facebook.

A great social event from the ‘Golden Age’ of rallying.

Tom Bradley

Photos by Brian Pulleyn and Tom Bradley
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

OBL 46F – World Cup Recce car

In anticipation of Paul Stanworth 
bringing to Beaulieu his freshly restored 
Works Clubman, OBL 46F, I thought 
that I would write a piece about the 
car. The car was built new as a recce 
car for John Handley and Paul Easter 
for their attempt on the 1970 World 
Cup Rally. Their World Cup Rally was 
a rather short attempt as they retired 
early in the proceedings. In truth, apart 
from the obvious disappointment of 
not getting too far on that epic event, 
I wonder if Abingdon ever really 
thought that a Mini would be able to 

successfully complete such a long hard rally of over 16,000 miles. We 
will probably never really know.

Fast forward to Beaulieu (as this was written prior to our National 
Day) and OBL 46F as it appears today. Paul has worked tirelessly 
with a very skilful friend of his to rebuild the car exactly as it was 
for that recce. I have been party to numerous progress photos and 
information from Paul during the fastidious build and I have to say 
he has set the bar very high for Ex-Works Minis. The car had been 
owned by Norman Grimshaw for many years and he sold the car to 
Paul a couple of year before his very sad and untimely death just over 
a year ago. The car was unique in that it was never in Abingdon’s 
classic red and white war paint – it was in monotone Antelope Beige. 
Quite why, I really don’t know but I suspect it was to attract as little 
attention as possible whilst on the recce – or Abingdon were simply 
supplied a Clubman in the only colour that was going at the time. 
It is an early shell and also has quite a few unique features about it, 
indicating it was a pre-production bodyshell perhaps. You were able 
to see the car in all its glory at Beaulieu if you were there.

Those who remember these epic Marathon rallies will recall that 
John and Paul used a Mini Clubman 1275GT registered XJB 308H 
to compete on the event, which ended rather early for them with 
a damaged engine on the San Remo section and used a similar1275 
GT Clubman for their recce. This car was actually OBL 46F, which is 
now up and running once more.  Their recce started from Dunkirk at 
4.30am on 10th February1970, just over 2 months before the event 
which ran from 19th April through to the 27th May and was due to 
cover 16,000 miles in that time.

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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The pair followed the rally route through France, Germany, Austria, 
Hungary, Yugoslavia and Bulgaria to Sofia all on mostly good roads 
and reported the time allowed was generous, even with heavy traffic 
in places; they had nearly 2 hours in hand. The first loose surface 
was not encountered until near the Yugoslavia border. They did 
however have some confusion with the route to Pec, where they 
were uncertain if a northern or southern route was correct. They 
attempted the southern route but it was blocked with snow and was 
also rough going. The northern route was on better roads but longer 
and they arrived 5 minutes late at Pec.

The first Prime, or timed stage to you and me, at Montenegro of just 
50 miles in length (almost the shortest of the event) was free of snow 
initially and on good loose surface. It then deteriorated with large 
snow drifts higher up and the road got rougher only to smooth out 
for the last half which they then unfortunately found blocked with 
snow. They then had a very long detour back round to pick up the 
finish at Titograd and journey up in the reverse direction to complete 
their notes as far as they could, which resulted in missing out about 
12km. This Pec to Titograd route was one of the famous old Liège-
Rome-Liège sections.  They also reported it very rough in places. This 
stage they said would have to be checked again. By now they were 
also very concerned about the oil consumption of the car.

The second Prime, of some120 miles in Serbia, still in Yugoslavia, 
was aborted because it was virtually impassable due to snow and 
abandoned lorries. The decision was made to abandon any further 
recce work in Yugoslavia, reckoning it was either freak weather 
or too early in the year to recce Yugoslavia. However, valuable 

OBL 46F being prepared at Abingdon

OBL 46F engine complete with split Webers and dry deck

OBL 46F almost ready for the off
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conclusions were still drawn from the exercise. They recommended 
that the service crews should carry a spare sump shield for the Mini 
as they felt the stages could easily damage it with a heavy landing. It 
was also suggested that two service points be scheduled in the middle 
of each Prime as the main service between the Primes at Titograd 
may not be sufficient. John was keen to press on as fast as possible 
through Yugoslavia as delays could soon mount.

They also came back with many suggestions to improve their rally 
car which was now quite advanced in its build. Paul wanted his seat 
moved further forward and the roll cage further back. John wanted 
the roll cage padding reduced near his shoulder. They both complained 
of not being able to reach all of the switches when strapped in and 
Paul wanted the map light switch moved to the floor. John wanted a 
switch panel for washers/wipers and lights in his door pocket and he 
also wanted a flick type dip switch and the flasher moved to the left of 
the column. Paul wanted the Halda moved further to the left and John 
wanted a 1 inch crank in the gear lever. They wanted a large capacity 
washer bottle and round fog lights, not liking the rectangular ones. As 
for the engine, a more responsive camshaft with lower pick up was 
asked for. They were also asking for 12” Dunlop SP44s for both primes 
but also to have a half studded set available. The fuel consumption was 
approximately 20 mpg whilst touring but dropped to 10 mpg when flat 
out, so they thought they would need extra fuel tanks for the longer 
primes. Oil consumption was also an issue. 

Most, if not all, of these changes were incorporated in the build of their 
rally car for the event. Sadly, all of this was to no avail, for them anyway, 
as they holed a piston on only the third Prime, much to Paul’s bitter 
disappointment. Despite heavy fuel consumption on the recce, it was 
fuel starvation on the event that put pay to the engine. The plan had 
always been for the car to act as the ‘hare’ and go flat out to Lisbon, 
sadly they only got as far as Italy and retired after just four days rallying.

Robert Young

Snow bound in Yugoslavia on their recce

Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

The ‘barn find’ Mk 1 S rally car I 
mentioned last month that was going 
to auction duly sold for £19,040 
including buyer’s premium and VAT. 
This was despite a lacklustre entry 
in the catalogue and only a couple of 
photographs, neither of which showed 
much of the car. The price was very 
similar to that realised by the much 
more rotten Surf blue/OEW car sold 
last year.

As Tom Jones once sang, it’s not 
unusual to have contact from previous 
owners of cars trying to find out if 
they still exist. More often than not I 

Simon Wheatcroft

am unable to help them, but this month, I had a call from the second 
owner of a 970S. I wasn’t able to help with its current location but I 
did know a little about its past. The car, a red/black 970 S, was built in 
October 1964 but not sold until July 1965 when it was registered BJM  
247C, a Westmorland registration.

The gentleman in question bought the car in 1966 when it was about 
a year old and promptly put his own registration number, FEO 1 
on the car. Over the next eight years it had a 1275cc Special Tuning 
motor installed, as well as a Benelite grille, flat glass Marchal Bi-ode 
headlights, Dunlop D1 alloys etc. The headlights didn’t have a sidelight 

4859 DG at the auction – at least it didn’t need a structural pallet 
like DPY 160C did

FEO 1 at a family christening showing its Benelite grille and Lucas 
L632 combined front indicators/sidelights

FEO in glorious technicolour
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from Lisbon. They are seen passing the badly damaged Reliant Sabre 
Six of Bobby Parkes/Arthur Senior after that had taken the short way 
down an Alp, fortunately without serious injury to the crew. Messrs 
Duran and Y Messia also failed to make it to the finish of the event 
going OTL.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

aperture hence the Morris Minor/MG 1100 sidelight/indicator units 
seen in the pictures. Another problem caused by the headlights was 
that the dynamo could just about cope with them on full beam, but 
when the wipers were needed as well, and it rains quite a lot in the 
Lake District, at those times it was pretty much driving on dipped 
beam only.

FEO was also used for a honeymoon and christening but, as was 
often the case, a growing family forced its sale in 1974. However, 
unlike most cars getting on for ten years old, it was still in very 
good condition. The FEO 1 registration was transferred off the car 
and it became KTB 465C and was possibly taken to Germany by 
the next owner. After that the trail goes cold – unless you happen 
to know more?

A question that comes up quite often concerns the S distributor. 
As you are probably aware, the Lucas model number is 40819 
whether 970, 1071 or 1275. However, the 40819 number is 
usually followed by a suffix letter. Back near the start of 1071 S 
production in May 1963 the suffix was ‘B’ and by November 1963 
it had moved on to E. At the time Mk 1 S production ceased in 
1967 the suffix was ‘H’ although I’ve not seen examples of all the 
letters in between. 40819s were still being produced with a K 
suffix as late as 1977.

This month’s old rally car is an Austin 1071 S registered 92 GGC with 
a slightly dinged rear end on the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally. Despite 
the UK registration number the crew were the Spanish pairing of 
Francisco Delgado Duran/Jaime De Baviera y Messia who started 

Early 1071 distributor with B suffix…

92 GGC speeds past the stricken Reliant Sabre Six

…and an H suffix from June 1967

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Welcome to this month’s report which 
is a short update on recent activities in 
the register.

Bob Jamieson has been out and about 
with his Island blue 998 Cooper 
registered LLY 339D, and you may 
recall this car featuring in the October 
issue of CooperWorld last year. Bob 
has been to the Horsham Italian 
Festival where he also met up with the 
owner of another Island blue car. It was 
apparently a rather good event to go to 
for Bob especially as LLY was awarded 
a prize of a bubbly, something to be 
enjoyed on a hot summers’ afternoon.

Bob Jamieson’s Mk1 Cooper on display with the Thames Valley 
Region’s Mini display at the recent Brookland’s Mini Day show
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Please note with the new legal requirement with GDPR, if you 
register your car on the website I have limited access to the owner 
details, so if you would like your car to feature in this corner of the 
magazine you need to get in touch with me. Even if you consider your 
car to be a restoration project, all are welcome. Recently I have been 
left messages on our ancient telephone answer machine, and it would 
appear that some callers are a little out of practice with land line calls 
in that they are not leaving a contact number to call back on! You 
know who you are.

Finally, Peter Barratt has been in touch in regard to his latest project, 
and having always wanted a Mk1 Cooper of some sort, Peter has 
purchased LYV 18D, a Morris variant 998cc Cooper built around 
midway in 1966. Described as needing some work, it would appear 

Bob’s car on show again this time at the Horsham Italian Festival 
held over the Easter bank holiday

Bob accepting the prize of a bottle of bubbly for his Mini being 
best Mini at the festival

Rear shot of Peter Barratt’s nice new acquisition

to be quite original and a good buy. There can’t be many more of 
these little gems still out there. The car is an only two owners from 
new and has previously been known to the register, albeit under a 
slightly incorrect registration number. But details of this car have now 
been amended and Peter who will be pleased to keep us updated 
with progress on LYV’s return to the road.

That’s all for this month.

Barbara Alexander

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

I left you last time explaining the 
problem I had with the online MOT 
record for my car. Basically, EWA 
had 3 individual entries due to MOT 
testers describing the car slightly 
differently over the years, resulting 
in an incomplete viewing record as 
the system shows only the records 
against the last entry used. The DVLA 
promised to sort this out and true to 
their word they have. EWA now has 
a complete traceable MOT history all 
the way back to when their on-line 
records started. This is a nice piece of 
provenance to have with the car, so 
thanks to the DVLA for sorting this out.

It’s been quite busy on the Register recently with three new cars to 
tell you about. The first is an Island blue and Snowberry white Morris 
registered XGX 972G. This car was recently unearthed from its barn 
resting place and came to light through Simon Wheatcroft our Mk1 
& 3 Cooper S Registrar. The lucky new owner is Lee Roberts, who 
will probably be familiar to some of you, as he is a well known Mini 
7 racer. Back to the car, XGX is an important find as it is unrestored 
and in remarkably original condition. 

The car came complete with a good history file including the 
‘Passport to Service’ booklet showing the supplying dealer being 

Nick Hunter

Lee Roberts recent purchase XGX 972G
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Bonallack Vehicles of Forest Gate London E7, which means it will 
have been supplied via main distributor Stewart and Ardern in Acton. 
The FE number dates the car to a mid May 1968 build date, meaning 
it’s a 3 synchromesh gearbox model. The first owner from Sussex 
owned the car until October 1981 when it was sold to the second 
owner from Oxford. He was in the process of recommissioning it 
following an engine rebuild, when he sadly died about 5 years ago and 
the title to the car then passed to his wife who recently decided to 
finally part with it. So, the car is effectively a two-owner car with full 
history which is a rare find indeed. 

XGX was last on the road in October 1984, and the last MOT was 
dated November 1983 when the car had 75k miles on the clock. The 
odometer now reads 82k miles. The car is a matching numbers with 
engine, body number, FE number and chassis plate all intact. I was 
lucky to meet up with Lee, Simon and XGX at the ‘Mk1 Performance 
Action Day’ in May and given the opportunity to have a good look 
around the car. I was very impressed with the originality of the car, 
the faded paint really adding to the car’s authenticity. You can tell this 
is exactly how the car would have looked when last on the road in 
October 1984. Other than some minor repairs needed including a 
patch to the inner sill, the car is in remarkable structural condition. 

Turning to the interior, this is equally original, although the rear 
nearside trim panel is missing, this ties in with a dent in that quarter 
panel, so no doubt it was removed to inspect the damage and did not 
get replaced. Simon mentioned a photo of the car from 1984 which 
showed this dent and it is thought to have been there from very early 
on in the car’s life. The original driver’s seat was also missing when 
the car was found, possibly an after-market seat had been fitted at 
some point. Lee has fitted a temporary seat for now until a suitable 
replacement can be found. Other interesting interior parts include 
the plastic cased heater which is unusual for a May 1968 car and the 
plastic ‘soft touch’ choke and heater controls. I particularly liked that 
unmistakable musty smell of an original BMC Mini interior (Sad yes, 
but you know you love it too!)

Very original engine bay detail of XGX

Plastic cased heater in XGX

Rear anti-roll bar just visible here on XGX

XGX on track at Blyton being held up by the green car
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As noted earlier, the engine was rebuilt in 2014 (machining by Rob 
Walker of Witney, Oxford) and it sounded very fit. Under the bonnet 
the closed-circuit breather valve and the servo are missing but Lee 
has the original parts which came in a box with the car and these will 
be refitted. It is good to see the original Hydrolastic suspension still 
in place. The radiator is interesting with an unusual top design and 
the word ‘DEV 3023’ stamped on the vertical frame section. The 
consensus is this may well be a ‘Works’ item. Add to this a Speedwell/
Special Tuning rear anti roll bar together with the lack of the 
standard driver’s seat, and this may point to the car having had some 
competition history early on in its life.

All in all then, XGX is a great survivor and Lee plans to sympathetically 
recommission the car to maintain the patina and all that originality. 
Thanks to Lee and Simon for sharing this important find.

The second car to update you on is Andy Dee’s Tartan red and black 
1968 Morris RFG 130G. A new car to the Register, RFG was built in 
August 1968 but not registered until March 1969.  Originally registered 
as MRS 581G, it spent the first 11 years of its life in the UK before 
being exported to the Isle of Man in 1980. Fast forward to 2001 and 
MRS was imported back to the UK and re-registered as RFG 130G. 
Andy is unsure as to where the car was for the next 16 years before 
his purchase of it in December 2017 as a ‘non-runner in need of light 
restoration’. It was clear some restoration had already been carried 
out but to a dubious standard which Andy says included, welding plates 
under and over holes and fitting wings in such a way so that the bonnet 
wouldn’t fit! On the surface, RFG looked ok, but underneath lurked 
the usual problems and Andy realised he had a major restoration on his 
hands, although he admits to relishing a challenge.

The car was stripped down to a bare shell and everything checked 
to ensure all was in fact genuine Cooper S. A Heritage Certificate 
showed the engine was the original unit and all brakes and running 
gear were checked and found to be correct. Originally Tartan red 
from the factory, careful examination  showed the shell had always 
clearly been Tartan red and it had all the tell-tale ‘S’ identifiers 
(e.g. boot board brackets, tank stand etc) and so it could safely be 
assumed to be its original shell. Next, Andy made up a spit to mount 
the shell onto and make welding access easier. With a spot welder 
purchased, he got stuck into putting in a new floor and sills followed 
by inner and outer A panels, wings and front panel. With the metal 
work complete, the shell was finally ready for paint and this was, 
again, completed by Andy with a complete strip of the old paint and 
full inside out re-spray. It took many hours of work but at last the 
shell was complete. 

Attention then turned to the engine and gearbox. Again, Andy’s sense 
of humour was severely tested with the discovery of broken piston 
rings and a damaged bore but, luckily, the EN40B steel crank was 
perfect. The block took a +40 thou re-bore and hone, and then the 
rotating parts were fully balanced along with the new clutch. The 
block was chemically cleaned to remove any gremlins lurking in the 
corners followed by repaint in the correct ‘Middle Bronze’ green 
engine enamel. The rebuild continued with new bearings and timing 
chain and cam timing checked and corrected by 3 degrees. Then on 
to the gearbox where all the gears, luckily, were in great condition 
with hardly a mark on them. The box was stripped down with the 
laygear shaft and bearings, 2 baulk rings (2nd and 3rd) and various 
other bearings replaced as required. After shimming the drop gear 
end float the engine and box were re-united. The cylinder head with 
its new hardened seats was then bolted on and the power unit was 

Andy Lee’s completed restoration of RFG 130G and a stunning 
car as a result

The ‘before restoration’ photo of RFG’s engine bay

And the ‘after restoration’ photo of RFG’s engine bay looking superb

Complete floor pan replacement for RFG
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complete. The carburettors were rebuilt along with the distributor 
and an Accuspark unit fitted in place of points.

After sandblasting and painting the subframe and attaching the rebuilt 
suspension, the engine and box were dropped into it, and then the 
body carefully positioned and lowered over the top. Andy took the 
decision to change from wet to dry suspension after discovering 
one of the displacers was leaking, a logical move. The rear subframe 
also got the same sandblast and paint treatment before fitting up its 
refurbished dry suspension set up.

Finally, all that was left to do was refit the interior. This was 
completed with a mixture of old and new trim from Newton 
Commercial, most significant being new covers for the original factory 
reclining front seats. With this done the restoration was complete. 
Was it worth it? Andy says definitely yes, it drives and handles 
superbly just as he remembers his first car 42 years ago, a 1964 Mini 
of course!  For anyone who has tackled a full rebuild at home, they 
will be aware of the sheer amount of time, effort not to mention 
money that goes into a project like this. Well done to Andy for saving 
another one, and as you can see from the photos the car is superb 
and a credit to his restoration skills. 

Well, I’ve run out of time and space to bring you the third car this 
month, so we’ll leave that one until next time.

Enjoy the summer

Nick Hunter 

RFG’s interior complete with recovered factory recliners

Nicely detailed rear end shot of RFG

Cooper Mk 2 Register

Would you believe it? Another out of the blue opportunity has come 
to my rescue for this month’s report.  Sean Doyle called me asking if I 
had received his offer to display his car at Beaulieu. I did not recognise 
his name so I did a quick search of my in box just to check if I had 
missed a previous email and the result came back blank.  During our 
long conversation I discovered Sean’s car is a late Mk 2 in Antelope 
a very rare colour indeed. It was supplied by Peppers of Hanley and 
first registered in October 1969. Originally painted monotone, it now 
has a white roof which Sean thinks is more appealing and appropriate 
for a Mk 2 Cooper. He believes the colour change happened some 
time in 1999. Sean bought the car in 2014 on St Patricks Day. He 
always wanted a Morris Cooper as used by the Works Team and 
would have preferred a Mk I but the price of Mk 1s at the time made 
one just out of reach. So Sean settled for a Mk 2 and bought a project. 
He always wanted a Cooper, but knowing it was an underdog he 
wanted to modify it to make it as quick as a Cooper S. 

The restoration was much more involved than he had anticipated 
and took a lot longer too. After nearly 3 years in a local body shop 
with very little progress, he brought the car home to his small normal 
size garage and, with the help of a friend, did the job himself. Using 
a homemade rotisserie to turn the shell, he replaced the complete 
front, sills, the cross member, the bottom of the rear quarter panels, 
most of the boot floor and hinge panel. The rear valance also needed 
replacement. When Sean bought the car it had a Webasto sun roof in 
black. It was in good condition but the wrong colour, so he sourced a 
second hand roof and grafted it on. New door skins, bottom section 
and one top rail also needed replacement. The shell was stripped 
back to bare metal inside and out, primed and painted in his small 
garage in 2 pack paint.

The engine now has a 12G940 head machined by Brian Slarke senior, 
Graham Russell pistons, pocketed block, balanced, wedged crank, 
276 cam, lightened flywheel & back plate, together with a Janspeed 
rocker cover and inlet. As an avid reader of Car & Car Conversions, 
he lusted after anything from Janspeed and as a tribute to that, he 
has a made to order sticker on rear screen. Making 76 BHP at the 
flywheel, Sean is quiet chuffed as he built it. The gearbox has been 
built to ‘S’ spec with Hardy Spicers and a 3.4 diff. The suspension is 
still hydrolastic but with shocks on the front and competition bump 
stops all round together with orange helper springs on the rear.
 
The interior is trimmed in leather to match the original vinyl trim 
on the factory recliners. Modifications to the speedo were carried 
out and extra clocks were installed. The brakes were upgraded to 
Cooper S 7.5” discs. In the boot, Sean specifically wanted a Serck 
right hand tank which he installed too. The wheels, my personal 
favourite, are Dunlop D1’s shod with Yokohama 165/70 tyres. The 
whole point of the project was to create a car that he would have 

Graham Robinson

Sean’s car looking really tidy at a recent car show



Mini Cooper Register | 47

REGISTERS

Sean’s car back at home on the drive and note the none 
standard fit Serck right hand tank

loved to have owned back in 1977 but could not afford it then. Well 
Sean, I think you have succeeded. Since buying the car, Sean says he 
has made some great friendships along the way, and owes a huge 
amount of thanks to the many who gave him very helpful advice.

Late Mk 2 cars in Mk 3 cars’ colour schemes, seems to be the topic 
at the moment. It would be helpful to know from which chassis/
commission number the change point occurred. If you have a late Mk 
2 in a Mk 3 colour scheme can you please contact me.         

Well, that is about it for this month and I am very grateful to Sean 
for his contribution to this month’s report. If you attended Beaulieu I 
hope you saw Sean’s car in the 60th Anniversary Display.

And finally, don’t forget I’m always interested to hear of your Mk 2 
Cooper experiences.  

Until next month, happy Coopering!

Graham Robinson 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

We’ve been following Wiebe Meyers’ 
progress with his Mk 3 S, but another 
in the same colour has also been 
undergoing restoration for the past 
five years and hopefully that is shortly 
to break cover. Wiebe is now on with 
fettling his interior fittings and sent me 
a picture of his seat belts. This style, 
which is effectively the same as the 
most common ones found on Mk 1 and 
Mk 2 cars, was only fitted on early Mk 
3 Minis. The British Leyland logo decal 
is considerably larger than the BMC 
logo on the earlier versions.

Meanwhile, back to the other Glacier 
white Mk 3 S. WHP 5J is a car I first remember seeing (from my 
pram!) almost 40 years ago when it was owned by Ian Cornick. 
WHP is a March 1971 built car that was supplied to its first owner by 
Parkside Garage of Coventry. Ian is probably not a name known to 
many of you but he produced Camlo under-shields and was one of 
the very first people to restore Mini Coopers what we would now 
call ‘properly’.

Ian had, I think, three restored cars on display at the end of the 
Lombard Golden 50 Rally at Ragley Hall way back in 1982, and 
compared to what everyone else was doing at the time they were a 
revelation. As a result Ian was always very busy. WHP was still very 

Simon Wheatcroft

original when parked up in early 1984 for some minor attention and 
it stayed parked up until 2014. Derek Wilkins acquired it some five 
years ago and has gradually been restoring this car in between other 

Wiebe Meyer has been working on his seat belts. The Kangol 
type, as fitted to Mk 3 Minis, has a larger logo than the BMC one 
on Mk 1 and Mk 2 belts

WHP as found – on display at a Mini Show in 2014. The Michelin 
XAS tyres were the tyre of choice in the late 1970s

One of the things I clearly recall from when I first saw the car is 
the £££ dymo tape on the rev counter
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Derek has polished it up very nicely – and still on its XAS tyres!

The bootboard cover should be charcoal/black veltone type carpet

I wonder where the pedals were sourced from? The red item to 
the left of the steering wheel is the hazard warning light switch

Registered as an Austin, this export car has no sign of a marque 
badge on the bootlid

projects. Hopefully, by the time you read this, WHP will have been 
down to sunny Beaulieu for the Mini Cooper Day.

Another car that has been in long term ownership is PRS 525, a Teal 
blue car owned by that stalwart of the early days of the MCR, Phil 
Splett. Built in May 1971 the car was supplied to Dawson Bros of 
Lymington. Originally registered EOR 366K, this car was probably 
the last new Cooper S to be tuned by Downton. The first owner 
was from Colchester and he managed to track down an unsold car 
in Hampshire in February 1972. It was delivered to Downton that 

Looking as smart today as it’s always done, PRS 525 as shown on 
the Richard Williams website

The Group 2 arches make the correct BL A panel badges look 
lower than they really are

Original Lime flower trim with Olive carpet goes well with the 
Teal blue paintwork – in my opinion
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month with 113 miles on the clock and registered 1st March 1972. A 
No5 Touring Conversion was installed and the first owner finally took 
delivery of the car on 24th March 1972 after Downton had relieved 
him of £229.55 which is around £3200 at today’s prices.

Although I’m not a particular fan of Teal Blue as a colour, I do think it 
does go very well with the Lime flower interior, that and the Minilites 
and body colour Group 2 arches means that PRS has always been one 
of my favourite Mk 3 Ss. Phil has decided that the time has come to 
dispose of his Mini fleet and PRS, still with only a shade over 50,000 
miles on the clock, is currently advertised for sale at Richard Williams 
with a guide price of £40,000 - £50,000 with offers welcomed, and I 
believe that a deposit has already been placed by a prospective buyer.

Although probably half of new Mk 3 Ss were exported, you don’t often 
see them for sale overseas. However, a Bronze yellow example that 
was already on the Register appeared for sale at an auction in southern 
Germany in May. This car was built in April 1971 and, like Wiebe Meyer’s 
car, was sold new in Switzerland where this one stayed with it first owner 
until 1990; the second owner stored it until 2016 when some restoration 
work was carried out. This seems to have included replacement of 
the S engine with one from an Innocenti Cooper and the hydrolastic 
suspension being discarded in favour of rubber cones and Hi-Lo’s.

Like many of other European market cars this has a different dashboard 
switch panel with sideways mounted rocker switches, and it also seems 
to have hazard warning flashers. One pair of very unusual features on 

Where Downton worked their magic. Twin HS4 carbs and 
Downton badge are the only signs of what lies beneath. Note the 
engine colour is not black

An original scuttle to wing seam. So many restorers struggle to 
get this looking anything like correct with or without a lorry load 
of filler

this car is the clutch and brake pedals. I don’t recall ever seeing that 
shape of foot pad previously on any Mini. Another surprising feature is 
that it has a MPH calibrated speedometer rather than KPH unit and an 
oil pressure gauge graduated in 20psi segments to a maximum of 80psi. 
The auction estimate for the car was a hefty €40,000 to €46,000. So, I 
suspect that may well be why it did not appear to sell.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Rover Cooper Register

Before I start this month, I wish to point 
out a correction to my June report on 
the Mini Cooper 35. Under ‘Other 
Points’ on page 47, I referred to a letter 
dated 23rd October 1988. The date 
should have read 1998. Apologies. 

Trawling through the archive of my 
previous CooperWorld reports which 
stretch back to August 2011, it is 
easy to lose sight of the fact that the 
membership of the MCR, like all clubs 
and societies, has a degree of ‘churn’ 
meaning that we have people reading 
this now who were not part of the 
MCR back then or even five years ago.

At any point in time we will have new members who are either about 
to purchase or who have just bought their first Mini. We all have to start 
somewhere, and if truth be told, a refresher course from time to time 
does me good too for the reason that there is always new information 
coming to light so offering a perfect excuse to update previously reported 
research. Nothing stands still, so whether you are one of our newer 
members seeking a bit of reference for a prospective new car, or a more 
seasoned enthusiasts who is curious to understand what the characters 
on a Rover Mini Cooper VIN plate really mean, then read on… 

The VIN: what is it and where is it located?

Just as early Minis from the 1960s came in a variety of different guises, so 
too were their more modern counterparts of the 1990s. Appearances 
can be deceptive, especially given the legion of contemporary after 
market add-ons available that everyone seemed to be buying. 

Regardless of what it may look like now, a car’s true identity is 
revealed by the eleven character prefix of its chassis number, better 
known as its Vehicle Identity Number, or VIN for short. The entire 
VIN itself, including the numeric, is seventeen characters long and it is 
part of a worldwide system, be it one with four competing standards. 
On Rover Minis and Mini Coopers the VIN can be found in up to five 
individual locations depending on the year when the car was built and 
whether it is UK market or overseas: 

John Parnell

On most Rover Minis the VIN plate is pop-riveted on the right hand 
side inner wing of the engine bay. It is not always easy to read
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1. The chassis (VIN) plate on most Rover Minis and Coopers from 
1990 - 2000 is pop-riveted to the right hand side inner wing of the 
engine bay, forward of the brake servo. 

2. On a Japanese spec car the VIN plate is usually pop riveted to the 
flat area of the boot floor between the battery box and the spare 
wheel well.

3. On all cars from the late 1970s, the VIN is stamped into the bottom of 
the drainage channel of the windscreen scuttle in line with the fuse box. 

4. On cars built after March 1993, the VIN was etched into the lower 
left side corner of both the front and rear windscreens.

Note:
VIN plates are reverse stamped with the chassis (VIN) plus the 
combination Paint Code and Trim Code.

Rover Mini Cooper chassis (VIN) identification

Having found the chassis (VIN) plate or number, what do the prefix 
characters mean?

The eleven character chassis prefixes all begin with SAXXN.

SAX = World make identifier (i.e. UK, Rover)

XN = Model code for the Mini 1300 range

The variations on the remaining six characters are as follows:

Sixth Letter: N = Sport, Cooper and Cabriolet
 P = Cooper Sport model (Note 1) 
 R = Vanden Plas / Cooper (Note 2)

Seventh Letter: A = 2 door saloon

Eighth letter: M = Carburettor model
 X = Single point injection STD (Spi) model
 Y = Single point injection HI (Spi) model
 Z = Multi point injection  HI (Mpi) model

Ninth letter: B = RHD Manual (3.105:1) (Note 3)
 C = RHD Manual (3.21:1) (Note 4) 
 E = RHD Manual (2.76:1) (Note 5)
 K = RHD Automatic (2.76:1)           
 M = LHD Manual (3.105:1)  
 N = LHD Manual (3.21:1) 
 R = LHD Manual (2.76:1) 
 Y = LHD Automatic (2.76:1)

Tenth letter: A = 1300 Special Edition (introduction)  
 B = 1300 1st Significant Change (Note 6)
 W = 1998 Model Year            
 X = 1999 Model Year            
 Y = 2000 Model Year 
 1 = 2001 Model Year 

Eleventh letter:  D = Longbridge

STD = Standard compression engine: 9.4:1
HI = High compression engine: 10.1:1

(My thanks to Alastair Vines and Ray Harte for supplying the 
additional information used in the above table).

Notes

(1). The Cooper Sport was the top of the range run-out production 
model introduced in March 2000. These cars have a platinum 
coloured roof with colour matched door mirrors, bonnet stripes with 
a black /nickel silver interior

(2). These cars were the entry level Mini Coopers also launched 
in March 2000. They are distinguished by their body-coloured 

dashboard fascia, black interior with black cloth inserts in the seats 
and body-coloured wheel arch extensions.

(3). RSP and Mainstream models (carburettor) 

(4). Single Point Injection (SPi) models

(5). Multi-point Injection (MPi) models

(6). The 1300 ‘1st Significant Change’ effectively began with the 
introduction of the Mainstream Mini Cooper in September 1990 and 
continued through to the end of SPi production in August 1996.

Below is a quick reference guide showing typical chassis prefixes 
by Rover Mini Cooper model. All are manual transmission unless 
otherwise indicated.

SAXXNNAMBAD = RSP model 1990 (RHD)
SAXXNNAMMAD = RSP model 1990 (LHD)
SAXXNNAMBBD = Mainstream model 1990 – 1991 (RHD)
SAXXNNAMMBD = Mainstream model 1990 – 1991 (LHD)
SAXXNNAYCBD = Spi model 1991 – 1996 (RHD)
SAXXNNAYNBD = Spi model 1991 – 1996 (LHD)
SAXXNNAXKBD = Spi model 1991 – 1996 (RHD) Auto Japan
SAXXNNAZEBD  = Mpi model 1997 M/Y (RHD)
SAXXNNAZRBD  = Mpi model 1997 M/Y (LHD)
SAXXNNAZEWD = Mpi model 1998 M/Y (RHD)
SAXXNNAZRWD = Mpi model 1998 M/Y (LHD)
SAXXNNAYCWD = Spi model 1998 M/Y (RHD) Japan
SAXXNNAXKWD = Spi model 1998 M/Y (RHD) Auto Japan
SAXXNNAZEXD  = Mpi model 1999 M/Y (RHD)
SAXXNNAYCXD = Spi model 1999 M/Y (RHD) Japan
SAXXNNAXKXD = Spi model 1999 M/Y (RHD) Auto Japan
SAXXNNAZRXD  = Mpi model 1999 M/Y (LHD)
SAXXNNAZEYD  = Mpi model 2000 M/Y (RHD)
SAXXNNAZRYD  = Mpi model 2000 M/Y (LHD)
SAXXNNAYCYD = Spi model 2000 M/Y (RHD) Japan
SAXXNNAXKYD = Spi model 2000 M/Y (RHD) Auto Japan
SAXXNPAZEYD  = Mpi Sport model 2000 M/Y (RHD)
SAXXNPAZRYD  = Mpi Sport model 2000 M/Y (LHD)

On Japanese spec cars the VIN plate is usually located on the boot floor

Not many people realise that the VIN is also stamped into the 
bottom of the drainage channel on windscreen scuttle panel
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SAXXNRAZEYD  = Mpi model - painted dash 2000 M/Y (RHD)
SAXXNRAZRYD  = Mpi model - painted dash 2000 M/Y (LHD)
SAXXNPAZE1D   = Mpi Sports model 2001 M/Y (RHD)
SAXXNPAZR1D   = Mpi Sports model 2001 M/Y (LHD)

Notes

(i) M/Y = Model Year;

(ii) RHD = Right Hand Drive

(iii) LHD = Left Hand Drive

(iv) The E11*93 / 81 code stamped above the VIN number is the 
EU approval number. It does not appear on the VIN plates of cars 
exported outside the European Union.

(v)  Although there is technically a VIN code for a LHD RSP it is doubtful 
that such a car exists as the entire production run was intended only for 
the UK and Japanese markets, both of which are RHD. 

(vi) Automatic transmission was confined to the Japanese market. I 
could find no examples of RSP or Mainstream Rover Mini Coopers with 
this form of transmission. This suggests that it probably only became 
available with the introduction of the SPi cars in October 1991.

(vii) Up to the last year of manufacture, Japanese market Mini 
and Mini Cooper models used a modified version of the single 
point injection (SPi) 1275cc power unit, both with manual and 

From March 1993, the VIN was etched into the front and rear 
windscreens. It is not always as easy to see as in this photograph

Japanese market late production Mini Coopers, like this one from 
the last 8,000 built, were fitted with the 1275cc MPi engine unit. 
Only manual transmission was available

automatic transmission. The clue to this engine’s identity is that 
it uses a conventional side-mounted radiator. Both the SPi engine 
and automatic transmission were dropped in the final months of 
production, hence, late Mini models exported to Japan were fitted 
with the manual transmission MPi 1275cc unit.

Registrar’s Comments

The original tabulation of the above that I published in February 2012 
was somewhat shorter and did not include the Japanese market 
variants. I am a lot wiser today than I was then and it certainly helps 
that my database of available material is infinitely bigger.

It is logical to expect the various limited edition Rover Mini Coopers 
to have a separate VIN identification. This never happened. For VIN 
purposes, Rover treated them as part of the normal production run. 

What is clearly evident is that they were quick to capitalise on the 
lucrative aftermarket upgrades that so many enthusiasts wanted. Hence 
there are lots of cars out there with quite modest VIN underpinnings 
that look anything but. If you are not convinced that the car you plan 
on purchasing is the genuine article, I can normally verify this for you. 
For example, I have received a number of enquiries about cars being 
re-imported into the UK from Japan. These are popular with buyers at 
the moment, most are in exceptional condition with asking prices well 
below those of equivalent original UK market cars.

I wish to thank my fellow registrar, Roger Hunt, for kindly allowing 
me to include details of RSPs in this report.

Until next month…

Enjoy those long summer evenings.

John Parnell

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

1968 Morris 1275 Cooper S Mk 2 
Registration VLX 31G

Classic steering wheel and Mini parts 
specialist, Len Chandler, meets famous 
actor Richard Burton! Well, not quite, but 
it makes an interesting introduction to a 
special Mini Cooper S owned by Len.

Way back at the beginning of 1971, an 
American movie producer, Jay Kanter, had 
just finished producing a hard-hitting film 
with the title ‘Villain’ in which the starring 
role of sadistic gangster, Vic Dakin, was 
played by Richard Burton. In the opening 
sequences of the film a black Mk 2 Morris 
Cooper 1275 S is seen speeding away 

from a London hotel. Jay Kanter had bought the 1968 Cooper as a new 
car with the registration number VLX 31G, from the well known car 
dealer, John Sprinzel, based in Lancaster Mews, in West London. Sprinzel 
was a German born racing driver renowned for competing in saloon and 
sports car racing and rallying during the 1950s and 60s. 

After leaving the BMC Cowley factory in July that year, the Tartan 
red/ black car was delivered via Morris distributors Stewart and 
Ardern to Sprinzel for some customising. The car was completely 
stripped out and repainted black throughout, the colour change 
being very fashionable at the time. The Xerox copy shows the 
handwritten specification of the changes to the vehicle that the 
customer wanted, and the cost of the individual work is shown in 
‘old’ money; pounds, shillings and pence. The re-spray cost £70 and 
the shiny black paintwork nicely contrasted with skilfully applied 
stencilled panels to replicate a wicker look, also known by some as 
faux cane. Both doors and rear quarters had this treatment. The 
final invoice total was £1,255, five shillings and ten old pence. By 

Steve Burkinshaw



52 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

DVD cover of the film Villain

comparison, a similar car, a coach built Mk 2 by Radford, would 
have been twice as much. In fairness the Radford model would have 
had a full leather interior, electric window with opening quarter 
lights and a fully equipped full-width dashboard. Instead of a full-
length Webasto sun roof, this car was fitted with a similar design 
made by Golde, who also used ash wood for the frame of the roof. 
The factory fit sliding window glass was removed and The Tilling 
Window Company in nearby Kensington supplied the winding 
window conversion to both doors. The centre ignition switch was 
altered to the type used by Innocenti Minis which combines the 
switch with a steering lock half way down the column.

Villain was released in the UK in May1971 and I believe Kanter 
owned the car until the mid eighties. Len bought it from the second 
owner who did not register his ownership and subsequently stored 
the car outside for three years under a tarpaulin, and by which 
time squirrels and mice had shown interest in it. Back in the day 
the weekly edition of the now discontinued Exchange and Mart 

Xerox copy of VLX 31g’s invoice made out to Jay Kanter

Old photo of John Sprinzal’s London garage circa 1965

Copy of original letter to Len and Sue dated 21stMarch 1990 
describing the car from first owner Jay Kanter 
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Full size and original Villain film poster

Summary of the film’s plot

Hard man Burton on the run

All the original components but untouched for decades
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Enamel body badge and key fob are special editions

Geoff Francis produced these unique transfers which were the 
items used to produce the faux cane ‘wicker’ effect

magazine was an excellent source of Minis for sale which is where 
Len discovered the car.

By this time the car had been repainted and the wicker feature 
removed or painted over. It was also a non-runner and looking rather 
scruffy, but generally solid after twenty years of use. It was around 
1988/9 that Len began the body and mechanical repairs starting with 
a replacement nearside wing, front panel, both A-panels and outer 
sills. I believe the gearbox was overhauled along the way and the 
engine was started. It was discovered that the Hydrolastic displacer 
units were silver banded and the odometer read only 48,000 miles 
from new. In the original logbook and the car's registered address was 
noted as being Pinewood Studios, and various links led Len to write 
to Jay Kanter, by then living back home in Los Angeles. After receiving 
Len’s letter, he wrote back on Pathe Entertainment Inc. letter headed 

Original fitment of Mk 2Benelite grill

Full length Golde sun roof requires a replacement vinyl covering
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paper. He enclosed a Xerox copy of the John Sprinzel bill of sale 
showing handwritten details of the specification and the costs of each 
extra and it make fascinating reading.

I viewed VLX late last year on a visit to Len's workshop. It had 
been dry stored for twenty seven years since Len had the body 
restored as well as a full external re-spray. We both agreed the 
paintwork would benefit from painting again. Other items to be 
restored include front seat covers, new vinyl sun roof covering and 
the running gear stripped; checked, painted and detailed.......every 
component is there from 1968. 

Despite his best intentions and owning the car for over thirty years 
and being only the second registered owner, Len has decided to sell 
this unique Cooper S for a new owner to complete the restoration 
journey. If I wasn't so committed to other projects I'd snap it up 
instantly. Please contact me for more details on the car if you might 
be interested in buying it.

Steve Burkinshaw

Factory reclining seats require a re-trim

Screen shot from the opening credits of the film with VLX 31G in action

Mini Super Register

No fresh discoveries have been added 
to my list for some while. However, 
one project has just changed hands and 
another project, having lay dormant 
for many years is about to begin. So, 
the increasing list of survivors has for 
the moment, come to a halt. However, 
what is growing is the number of 
Supers now coming to the road. 
Thirty one cars are listed as being in 
running order in the UK, although 
some of those are currently on SORN: 
Seventeen Austin and fourteen Morris. 

This month’s article is about a very 
special and no doubt unique, Mini 

Super. The Old English white with black roof Morris started its 
working life in Dorset, in May 1962, continuing through the following 
years in a perfectly normal manner. Then, in around 1968 disaster 
struck, it was involved in a serious crash that resulted in the little car 
being written off.

A few months after the accident, the car was purchased from the 
insurance company by Mini enthusiast Ray Cheevers, from Wiltshire. 
Ray had been looking for a project. The main damage to the car had 
been the roof, which needed replacing. Ray decided to modify the 
bodywork during its rebuild, by lowering the roof line and de-seaming 
it. Lowering the roof is no easy task, in fact one has to be a bodywork 
genius to work out the different angles required to get the roof and 
pillars to line up correctly. But Ray succeeded. The body was finished 
and painted in British racing green, a colour which Ray soon after 
changed to an electric blue. It has remained electric blue ever since 
then.

The initial six years of the Super’s use had taken its toll on the 
interior, so it was fitted with racing-style bucket seats that were 

Garry Dickens

Car as purchased

Stripped to the very basics
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The complicated job of lining up the roof panels

Now starting to look the part

Rebuilt engine being installed

Worth all the hard work

more in keeping with its new image, anyway. The original engine was 
replaced with a 1293cc unit and the brakes were modified.

The car now resembled an original Stewart and Arden Mini Sprint, but 
one would guess at a much reduced cost! Ray enjoyed the car for a 
number of years until a growing family meant that in 1974, the Super 
had to be sold to fund a house extension. A buyer was found and the 
car went to its new home in Bournemouth. A number of years later it 
moved to Swindon, and then finally Stroud. It is believed that at one point 
in time the car was for sale at the Mini Sprint specialist, Rob Walker.

Over the passing years, Ray had not forgotten his Sprint project 
and had told his son, Spencer, all about the car. Then one day in 
2015, whilst looking at Minis for sale on Ebay (as we all do), Spencer 
spotted his dad’s old Mini for sale! It was very, very rusty and 
expensive. Undeterred, the Cheevers family brought the little car 
home, where it was to be fully rebuilt and cherished once again.

Just after buying the car in 2015, it was taken on a trailer to its first 
event, the MCR Cooper day in June. It was lined up with six other 
Supers on display, and it caused quite a stir. Not just because of the 
radical body modifications that had been made all those years earlier, 
but by the fact it was so rusty. ‘Could it really be restored?’ was the 
question asked by many. Of course it could!

Full credit must be given to Spencer, who rebuilt the car, and for 
retaining as much of the original car as possible. It would have been 
sensible to replace the body with a good second hand one but he 
was determined to restore the original. It can be seen from the 
accompanying photos, the extent by which the car was stripped 
down and the work involved to restore the body.

Finally completed in April this year, Ray drove the car to its first outing, 
the DEWS organised Downton classic car show in Wiltshire. It attracted 
as much attention as it had at Beaulieu four years earlier but now looking 
quite different. The car has been built to an amazingly high standard and 
demonstrates what can be achieved by hard work, skill and determination. 

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any stories or 
anecdotes relating to one, please get in touch, even if it no longer exists. 

Garry Dickens

 Modern MINI Cooper Register

So what is new his month? It’s the new 
MINI John Cooper Works Clubman 
and the new MINI John Cooper Works 
Countryman.BMW MINI have launched 
a couple of the most powerful models 
ever approved for public road use in 
the brand’s sixty year history. 

Both these new models share the  225 
kW/306 hp 4-cylinder turbo engine 
which is an extraordinarily powerful 
engine and is combined as standard 
with a new 8-speed Steptronic sports 
transmission, including mechanical 
differential lock on the front axle, 
an ALL4 all-wheel drive system, a 
specifically engineered chassis, and 

additional reinforcement modifications for the body structure, engine 
connection and chassis fastenings. 

The latest generation of the 4-cylinder engine developed for the 
John Cooper Works models with MINI TwinPower Turbo technology 
surpasses that of the previous drive by as much as 55 kW/75 hp at 
maximum output. Maximum torque has increased by 100 Nm to 450 
Nm, and acceleration performance has also risen commensurately. 
The new MINI John Cooper Works Clubman turns in an acceleration 
of 0 to 100 km/h in 4.9 seconds, with the new MINI John Cooper 

David Young
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Inside the visitor centre at the plant was a great display of cars by 
Luxwerk, Lohen, UKI Sudbury, and Dervtech.

The Surrey New MINI Club who I went along with won the Best 
Stand award and looked great. The other stand that looked great was 
the Challenge 210. What a sight!

David Young

Works Countryman achieving the same in 5.1 seconds – 1.4 and 1.5 
seconds faster than in the respective previous models.  

With the concentrated power of these cars’ new engines and their 
ability to transfer output onto either a road surface or loose terrain, 
they will compete well in the leading line-up of sport models in the 
compact segment. Compared to the MINI Cooper S Clubman and 
MINI Cooper S Countryman, output has risen from its previous 
level of 29 kW/39 hp to 84 kW/114 hp. The resulting superior 
performance characteristics are accompanied by a range of model-
specific design and equipment features.

It looks like the Hatch will just be the GP3. While at Oxford I 
did see a new JCW with enormous brakes and 300bhp. When I 
enquired about production the only comment was GP3!  No rear 
seats etc. I can’t believe MINI will cease production of its most 
popular JCW, can you?

The start of the ‘Show and Tell’ season had MINI and Luxwerk 
celebrating the 60th birthday of the Mini/MINI at the plant at 
Oxford. Loads of MINIs of all shapes and sizes along with a 
handful of classic Minis looking and sounding superb. I went along 
to represent the MCR and met up with a few friends. The OX4 
racing JCW was on display along with a few of the team. The best 
part of the show was to see 25+ Modern MINIs in convoy along 
the M40, what a sight!

The new rear lights for the Clubman

Big Brakes on a JCW

The OX4 car and team

The Challenge 210 Cars

The Surrey Modern MINI stand
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Bristol, Glos and  
Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday13th September

Beefeater, Emersons Green, Bristol David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD TBD Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

Derbyshire,  
Lincolnshire &  
Nottinghamshire

last Monday of each month 
at 8:00pm

Arkwright Arms, Chesterfield Road, Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield, S44 5JG

Phil Colledge 07591443396 & 01245207665.  
phil.colledge@btinternet.com

Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Niki Halls 07530 988788
nikihalls@gmail.com

Gwynedd Contact David Roberts Members meet at local classic car shows throughout the 
show season. Please contact David Roberts for details of 
meetings and dates

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

The Queens Head, Portsmouth Road, Fishers Pond, 
Eastleigh SO50 7HF 

Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG 0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Isle of Wight 11.00am Last Sunday  
of the month

The Hare and Hounds Pub at Downend Road, Newport, 
PO30 2NU from May to the end of the summer

Alan MacDougall 07523 006483  
admiow@me.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

  Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

The Wagon & Horses, Faversham Rd, Charing, Ashford 
TN27 0NR

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and 
Durham

1st Monday
At 7:30pm

Chilton Country Pub and Hotel, Black Boy Road, 
Fencehouses, Co. Durham DH4 6PY

Niall Cook 07881 302577
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 17th March 2019 
11:00am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Mick Tully 01273 883349 
g-tully@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Please contact warks@minicooper.org for details of the regular 
breakfast run meetings organised for Warwickshire Region

warks@minicooper.org

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire TBA TBA Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

BeNeLux (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg) Bart Theelen  
benelux@minicooper.org

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org

NEW 

VENUE



Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

Hello all

We certainly have had a great start to our 
year with some very successful events for 
our regions having already taken place 
celebrating the 60th anniversary year of 
our cars. Generally, the weather has been 
kind so here’s hoping it stays good for 
the rest of the year.

I am writing this before our National Day 
at Beaulieu and the forecast for our day 
is looking good. By the time you read this 

Beaulieu will already have taken place. Beaulieu is always a great day and 
a good meeting point to catch up with those we meet up with regularly 
and those from afar that we have met before. Tony Salter and his team 
do a great job with this event.

We have had a good take up for the banner flags we offer to our regions 
at a heavily subsidised cost. I have just processed orders from Newcastle 
and Durham Region and also Essex Region for use at events in the 
future. The banners show who we are at events, attracting attention and 
hopefully new members. If any regions are thinking that they would like 
one (or a couple) then please contact me and I can explain and place the 
order for you. We also have the Mini Cooper Register Gazebos, again, 
heavily subsidised for the regions. Let me know if you are interested in 
one for your region. 

I’m always pleased to see reports in CooperWorld from our regions, 
and have been particularly pleased to hear from and see reports 
from our newer regions. Our BeNeLux region has certainly got well 
off the ground and you will have seen the reports from Bart Theelen 
in CooperWorld about the events he has attended and also about 
the Belgian Diamond Mini Run in September being organised by two 
MCR members. 

I am also pleased that things are going well for the Essex region 
since Niki Halls took over the reins a few months back. Members 
from Essex attended the Peter Best Breakfast meeting which has 
inspired Niki to invest in a classic Mini. Our cars are infectious! As 
mentioned above, Niki has ordered an MCR banner flag for her 
region for future events. 

Linda and I went to the Mini 60 display at the Beaulieu Spring 
Autojumble. A great display of Minis was arranged by John Parnell 
with help from the Dorset region and other members who attend. 
The display focussed on classic Minis from Mk 1 up to Rover Minis and 
included a Mini Van and Pick-Up. Again, it was good to catch up with 
members some of which I hadn’t seen for a while, including Jack Brown 
who brought his Mini Van down from Yorkshire.

It is also good to hear how our members from Scotland are doing. 
In the May edition of CooperWorld I read the report on the 
Northumberland Borders Rally. Ben Webb from Scotland drove 
DKG 2C as the course opening car for the event. Also, each year 
we get a good attendance from Scotland at Beaulieu. Ben and 
Patricia usually drive their cars in convoy with other members from 
their region from Edinburgh to Beaulieu. They are also well known 
on the Minis to … events. I also like seeing their clips on Facebook 
driving the deserted roads in Scotland and the Borders - great skill 
and concentration. 

We have many more notable events coming up for this Mini 60 year. Too 
many to mention but all are important.  However, of particular mention, 
we have, IMM at Bristol which David Dangerfield and his region are 
involved in. It’ll be another great event and I’m looking forward to going.

Have a great summer.
 
Richard Sign.
regions@minicooper.org
07968 307689

BeNeLux Region 

While I am typing this report, there is just a few days to go until our 
(Inter)national Mini Cooper Day. In previous reports, I indicated that 
I intend to visit the event with my Austin Cooper Mk II on a trailer 
provided that I could fix its engine problem. It was running on just 3 
cylinders when going to its first rally back in November. As it turned 
out, the exhaust valve of cylinder one was stuck open. Dismantling 
the engine revealed that the Mk I die cast rocker set had been refitted 
to conform to a Mk II setup, which resulted in no oil being fed to the 
rockers at all. The consequence of this was an overheated rocker shaft, 
overheated valves, exceptional wear to the fresh rocker bushes and 
some valve stem wear (most of it on the exhaust valves, in particular 
the one for cylinder number one) and even the camshaft followers had 
some wear that you would normally only see on an engine that has done 
100,000+ miles instead of just 60 miles.

Let me explain this in a bit more detail. You may or may not know that 
there is a difference between Mk I and Mk 2 Minis in the position of the 
rocker post with the locating plug. On a Mk I, this would be at the first 
post while for a Mk 2 and onwards, this locating plug is at the second 
post (counting from cylinder one). The early Mk I post with the locating 
plug also has the oil feed; while this is not the case for the other Mk I 
rocker posts. As a result of switching two posts (which allows the use 
of an unmodified later rocker shaft), no oil would ever be able to come 
up into the shaft and lubricate anything above the camshaft. Pity that 
the Mini specialist who rebuilt this engine for me (the last engine I didn’t 
rebuild myself) overlooked this aspect.

Anyway, it is all sorted now as I have replaced the complete rocker 
set with another set that was properly rebuild by the experts from 
Southam Mini & Metro Centre. I also replaced the camshaft for a 
milder 948 profile instead of the 731 profile. Just days until our trip to 
Beaulieu, I still needed to refit the cylinder head and all parts attached 
to it, fix the RH fuel bowl to stop overflowing (which was a new 
problem) and give the brakes yet another bleed. Luckily, I will trailer 
the car, so it should all be ok.

REGIONAL REPORTS
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In my regional report for the March issue of CooperWorld, I described 
the Mini Jubilee. I also wrote that out of the 8 surviving cars (out of 
1,000 built), none still has its original certificate. That was actually 
wrong! One of the surviving cars does still have its original certificate 
and this particular car (number 938) is for sale as the (first) owner 
passed away in February. It is currently advertised for just under 25,000 
Euros. I do hope this Jubilee finds a new owner that will appreciates its 
uniqueness and therefore understands its value.

That’s it for this month

Bart Theelen 
benelux@minicooper.org
+31475564841 (landline) / +31627258202 (mobile) 

Bristol Glos and Somerset

Dear all,

May has been a busy month for me. I visited the Popham Airfield Classic 
Car Show near Winchester. It was a hot sunny day and loads of cars 
were in attendance. You can’t help but notice the increasing number 
of American cars at shows and at this event there were more than I 
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Mini Jubilee 938 is for sale

Certificate of Mini Jubilee 938



had ever seen. They look and sound great, and most were in excellent 
condition, but you will need a big garage and a petrol tanker in tow! 
There was a good selection of autojumble - I found a 1275GT grill with 
badges for £40 and an original Rover Cooper steering wheel for £35.

The following weekend was the Spring Autojumble at Beaulieu. The 
MCR had an impressive stand with some lovely Minis on display.  The 
autojumble was interesting; I found a Moto-Lita steering wheel for £25, a 
rare Mk2 seat belt for £15, and an original Mk1 chrome speaker for £10.

I have been talking with members about valuing, buying and selling Minis 
this month. The market does seem buoyant with members reporting 
quick sales, although all took less than the asking price. Buyers are 
being treated to a good number of Minis for sale with almost all types 
available. However, a common theme is a lack of good quality parts, so if 
you see something you have been thinking about buying - buy it, as you 
may find it hard to get another.  If you have any spares you don’t want, 
please contact me. The MCR network is very strong and so if you need 
anything please ask and I try and help.

As I write this report I am looking forward the MCR Mini Day at 
Beaulieu on Sunday 9th June. The convoy down is proving difficult to 
organise due to the size of the region and times of travel. If you have 
contacted me regarding this, then please make your own way down and 
let’s meet up at the show. Next year I will make arrangement earlier and 
a Saturday night stay over in or around Lyndhurst seems very popular - I 
may even do this myself this on Saturday this year.

With shows and runs coming thick and fast over the next few months 
across the BGS region, just a reminder to those people who haven’t 
yet taken their Minis out of the garage - the enjoyment is in the driving. 
So far this year I had a crowd of people looking at me in bewilderment 
as I put fuel into two petrol tanks - the Mini may as well have been a 
space ship at the pump! My brakes went on my way to Weston, and the 
accelerator got stuck on, so I could only get it off by putting my foot 
under the accelerator pedal and bring it back up again manually. Then 
the wipers gave up just when I needed them. Oh, and I rolled the Mini 
over my toes when I was pushing it into the garage! I can’t remember 
one journey in my 5 series BMW but I make everyone laugh when I tell 
them about my trips in the Mini.

That’s it from me.

David Dangerfield 
07974 089595  

Dorset Region

May has been a busy month for the region with us attending three events. 
The first was the Downton Classic Car Show on May 4th. Seven cars 
braved the near arctic winds, so Roger and Lynne came well prepared 
with fur lined survival jackets! It was a good show of classic and vintage 
cars with the added attraction of the village Cuckoo Fair nearby which, as 
usual, was incredibly busy and we will definitely return next year.

On May 11th, we travelled to the Amberley Museum and Heritage 
Centre for ‘Minis at the Quarry’ with over 100 Minis taking part. It really 
is one of the most interesting venues to visit, with so much variety to 
see. It is definitely worth a visit if you are ever near Arundel, Sussex. 
Our three Minis on the day were Adrian and myself in Adrian’s 1960 
rally Mini, Owen and Jill in their 970 S and David in his Innocenti. We all 
enjoyed the day and the drive there, as well as the speedy return home.

Then on the weekend of 18th and 19th May saw us at the MCR Mini 
60 display at the Beaulieu Spring Auto jumble, kindly organised by 
John Parnell. There was a strong contingent from the Dorset Region, 
most of us attending on both days of the show. It was a most enjoyable 
experience, very relaxed, very sociable and there was an excellent 
display of Minis for the public to see. In addition, we had the massive 
auto jumble where you could buy anything from a Rolls Royce engine 
to a batphone to a Bud Flanagan fur coat! We also had full access to 
all of the Beaulieu attractions. The highlight of the Saturday was the 
presentation of commemorative, engraved glass tumblers to the Mini 
exhibitors by none other than Lord Montagu himself and a very nice 
gentleman who took a keen interest in our cars.
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Dorset region at the Downton Classic Car Show

At Amberley Museum and Heritage Centre for ‘Minis at the Quarry’

A nice varied display at the Beaulieu Autojumble

Lord Montagu presenting the commemorative glasses



Once again, thanks to John for organising it and how about another 
similar event in 2021 to celebrate 60 years of the Mini Cooper?

That’s all for May!

Regards,

Nick Stansmore

Mid Staffs Region

The main event in May was the classic car day organised by Don Mitchell 
and his family at his home near Stone. Called the Katherine Classique, 
after Don’s late wife, the day raised money for the Katharine House 
Hospice and was more of a sociable garden party in the company of 
classic cars than just a display. With a French theme, people dressed 
up in various ways to suit this, garlic and onion featured strongly (pun 
intended) as did stripy tops, overly dense moustaches and berets. An 
alternative was to theme the cars with something French – Jaguars, 
Bentleys and Aston Martins. My MGB displayed the results of the BMC 
‘under the radar’ Le Mans entries from 1963 to 65, plus stickers for 
‘Team Rosbif’ of which I am an honorary member. 

A very French Citroen XM hid its exotic connection well, and a red 
rather than blue Alpine A610, but Don had his French blue Renault 
Juvaquatre to redress the balance. James Mitchell brought along his 
lovely XK120 race car from the 1950s which was featured in the 
May issue of Octane magazine. There were Minis too – celebrating 
60 years this August with a display in front of the house of a pair of 
Cooper S Mk2s, Don’s 997 Cooper, a 1275GT, and Mini pick-up and 
van in matching grey. The day was helped along with local to Stone 
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A bit of a Le Mans Theme

Bentley and Onions

Busy courtyard display

Minis on display at the front of the house

Not everyone is a fan of classic cars

Nicely patinated Racing XK120



Lymestone ale and for lunch, a hog roast with salads. Although the 
weather was not too kind with some showers during the day, Don 
was hopeful that his efforts would raise over £2,500 for the Katharine 
House Home team but in the end a figure of just over £3,500 was 
raised! There are set of pictures nearby from the event. A really nice 
day out supporting a great cause!

Now to our future events, and July will be a very busy month, with 
an open garden show on July 7th, Curborough Test Day on the 
9th (which has already sold out at the time of writing these notes), 
Oakamoor Hillclimb revival on July 13th, and a charity BBQ organised 
by Rotary Wheels at nearby Ellenhall is on the 18th July. If you would 
like to know more about any of these events, please contact me.

The Summer Tour will take place on August 10th, a date selected as 
it doesn’t clash with any classic race or speed events, however it does 
clash with the IMM in Bristol. Nevertheless, at the time of writing 
these notes only one place remains, so the entry is likely to be full by 
the time you read this at the beginning of July. The route will be about 
160 miles through Staffordshire, Shropshire, and Cheshire, and is an 
all-inclusive day out. A report of this event should be in the September 
copy of CooperWorld.

Next month I’ll include all the August and September events, which 
the owners of any Mini or MINI are welcome to attend. Regular region 
meetings are held on the first Monday of each month at the George and 
Dragon, Meaford Road, Stone. ST15 0RW.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Suffolk Region

Steve Burch had been invited by John Parnell to bring his superb 
recently restored Innocent to the Beaulieu Spring Auto Jumble where 
there was to be a Mini 60 Display. The Inni had been leaving a slight oil 
leak on the garage floor after runs and attempts to find out from where 
proved fruitless. Typically, a week before Beaulieu, the leak of course 
became worse. Steve took his car approx 35 miles to fellow member 
and friend Jack Gray at St Osyth who had restored it. To cut a long story 
short, Jack started on the Inni on Sunday morning and finished it on 
Friday evening, having replaced the seals on the near side drive shafts 
to no avail. However, on taking the car to the Trevor Bougourd garage 
for a chemical clean of the oil effected parts, finally revealed that the 
leak may have actually been from the timing cover.A second strip down, 
including the radiator crankshaft pulley etc, found that the cover was 
indeed warped. Altogether Jack had the radiator and coolant in and out 
twice but finally cured the problem. What a great effort Jack. Although 
Steve was hoping to be at Beaulieu both days he set out from his home 
on Saturday getting three local trains to reach Clacton to pick up his Inni 
from Jack. He arrived in the New Forest late afternoon attending the 
display next day, so full marks also to Steve. 

Meanwhile, the remainder of Suffolk members including Jack, were 
on one of our Mystery Sunday runs, which took us from Martlesham, 

north on country roads to Harleston and onto the faster A143, 
stopping at services close to Beccles for  a McDonalds - a novelty 
for some! South again stopping at the Walled Garden Nursery, 
Saxmundham, where the weather was sunny and on a short distance 
to the Control Tower Museum at Parham airfield, from where the 
American bombers left on their wartime missions. We finished with a 
cup of tea there and I think everyone enjoyed the outing, even if it did 
start to rain! 

Next show we will attend as a group will be Friston Classic Cars on 
Thursday11th July from 3pm.

If you have recently join our region then please join us, you will receive a 
warm welcome. 
 
Ian MacPherson
07749936274

Warwickshire Region 

Well, not much has happened in the region’s email inbox other than 
opportunities to buy motoring related items. No volunteer has come 
forward for my position but I’m still hoping.

There had not been a regular monthly meeting since last year but 
on the spur of the moment, and thanks to a suggestion made by 
Peter and Mary Machin, we met at the Boar’s Head in Hampton 
Lucy near Stratford-on-Avon on 22nd May. Nine of us enjoyed a 
meal together with another eight popping in for a drink during the 
evening. There were even a number of classic and modern MINIs 
in the car park. We also met and welcomed a new member to our 
group, Jimmy Forge.
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The walled garden

McDonalds Stop

Minis from the tower
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Cars for sale 

Austin Mini Cooper S 1071 registered 
AIA 1275 (Northern Ireland Reg No.)Built 
22/10/1963. Almond green OEW roof. This 
car competed in the circuit of Ireland rally 
driven by Dessie McCartney in 1967.The 
car has its own 1971 engine which has been 
completely overhauled. The gearbox has 
been changed to a 4 synchro overhauled 
one. Photo attached of car competing in 
the Circuit of Ireland. The car has had a 
comprehensive restoration a few years ago 
and never used. The interior has been redone 
using Newton Commercial seat covers, door 
cards etc. The brakes and suspension have 

also been overhauled. The car comes with a 
heritage certificate. £32,500. Tel: Harry 07731 
153895 (Tyrone)

Ultra rare 1965 built Mk1 Morris Cooper 1275 
S converted from new by Harold Radford. 
This Radford DeVille Hatchback project has 
recently been taken out of long term storage. 

FOR SALE AND WANTEDFOR SALE AND WANTED
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During the evening we discussed our plans for the 
Metro & Mini Show on Sunday 4th August at the 
British Motor Museum, where we have arranged 
a display of 20 cars with parking close by for 
members of the MCR who have bought advance 
tickets through the Museum’s ticket portal and 
identified the MCR as their club. We also hope 
to use the region’s new club Gazebo to protect 
members from the sun’s harmful rays. And don’t 
forget to register to take part in the Mini Mosaic 
record attempt taking place on Saturday 3rd 
August at Gaydon.

I hope we shall become regular visitors to the 
Boar’s Head in Hampton Lucy but I have not 
added the venue to the region page yet, as we 
plan to try their separate room for our dining and 
later drinking members as it was a bit crowded in 
the bar on our first visit.

In July our monthly meeting on Wednesday 24th July 
will be based around the Patrick Walker and friends 
car collections.  Please contact me for further 
details.

More next month unless my successor is appointed!

Finally, just to remind you of the Chateau Impney 
Hillclimb, this takes place on 13th and 14th July. As 
I wandered into their bar recently I found a Mini 
which has been successful at the venue.  There are 
plans for Minis to compete and also a static display.  
Well worth a visit.

Cliff Porter
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The body has been expertly sandblasted, red 
oxide primed and minimum welding completed 
properly. Original engine/box, both subframes 
fully restored ready and to bolt on. New 
electric window mechanisms, original black 
leather trim and dashboard and much more. 
This model of Radford is extremely sought 
after with probably only 15 known examples 
worldwide. Offers in the region of £48,000. 
Tel: 07903 948711 Herts

Parts for sale 

5 no. 6 x 10 gloss black Minilite wheels in good 
condition £200. 5 no. Mini Innocenti steel 

wheels in good condition plus partly worn 
tyres £400. Collection only. Contact Mark on 
07799 475816

New Mk 3 bodyshell in grey primer 
complete with doors, bonnet & boot lid. 
Also front and rear subframes fitted with 
suspension and wheels £8,750. Tel: Norman 
on 07710 800030

1998 Mini Cooper Mpi Nightfire red 
complete Monaco 1/2 leather interior, seats 
door cards door bins front/rear seat belts, 
rear parcel shelf carpet, vinyl arch corners, 
leather gearlever gaiter, bolts+fasteners.
Very good condition £450. Original Rover 
Mini Cooper alloy door furniture set £30. 
2x rear original speakers £10 each. 2x 
original spotlamp brackets with part loom 
£10 each. 2x original spotlamp lenses+bulbs 

£10 each. Pre-engaged starter motor £20. 
Mini Cooper airbag+rotor £30. Pair rear 
lamps £15 each. 3x jack kits, bagged £10 
each. Pair of doors complete with tinted 
glass, locks, handles, vgc,scabby £40 each. 
Pair of rear quarter glass tinted with seals 
£20 each. Bonnet complete with chrome 
finisher badge front edge average £40. 2x 
boot lids complete £30 each. HRW tinted 
£20. 998 radiator nos Minispares £20. Rad 
surround £10. Chrome cone airfilter 11/2 
SU nos £10. Various other parts some nos. I 
would prefer to sell trade job lot £800. I can 
deliver+£30 and I am based near Hull HU16 
5EW. Tel Ian on: 01482 653571

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency 
(DVLA) may refuse to register vehicles that 
are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. 
may ask the police to inspect cars without 
either one of these identification numbers. 
Members and readers are advised to be 
cautious before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR 
EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” 
adverts are free (minis and mini parts only) 
providing they are not excessively long nor 
in the course of business trade. Please quote 
your membership number when writing. 
Non-members and trade members wishing 
to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. 
Failure to do so will result in the advert being 
returned unpublished. Cheques should be 
made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 
1977. All traders are required to state 
this fact clearly in their advertisements 
either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books 
(V5 documents) and/or chassis plates cannot 
be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in 
written form only please and addressed to the 
magazine editor. This includes instructions for 
repeat insertions and/or advert amendments.
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22
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■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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RUST-FREE MINI
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SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine
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world
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LASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICCCLASSICLASSICLASSIC
GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
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world
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