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Complete range of gearbox parts 
for road and race including our  
famous EVO diffs. Only RHP and  
top quality bearings stocked. 
 
The best crosspin diff available! 
Over 400 sales per annum.  
C-AJJ3385 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £177.00 
Heavy duty helical gear kit C-STN48. . . . . . .£706.56 
Competition steel baulk ring C-22A1741 . . . . £23.99 
Evo upgrade std baulk ring 22G2033EVO . . . £13.98 
Hi-tech oil pick up pipe C-AHT54 . . . . . . . . .  £27.00  

Geometry Kits 
Complete kit with adjustable tie  
bars and adjustable lower arms.  
With correct performance bushes.  
Order as MSSK3008 £85.80 full kit

Suspension Cone 

The only genuine cone  
springs on the market  
made from original Rover tooling. Order as FAM3968

 Wheel Bearings

 CV Joints

1275 and 1984 on - stamped GCV1013  . . . .£31.20  
Early small 1.125" nut type pre 1984 GCV1105  .£31.80 
Correct fitting inboard type GCV1102  . . . . . . £29.40 
QL5000 coupling kit pair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£59.40 
Rubber coupling GCD101  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .each  £26.10  

We ONLY sell DEPENDABLE components

  Mini Spares Distributors

Gearbox gasket set AJM804B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.47 
Copper head gasket set  
 - 998cc AJM1250 . . . . . £12.84 

Copper std 998cc head set AJM1250MS . . . £10.37 
Copper head gasket set - 1275cc AJM1140MS £13.40 
Minispares 1275 copper head gasket GEG300 . £17.82 
1275 with BK450 Head gasket set AJM1140 . . . £18.36 
Engine block set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from £11.65 
Turbo Comp. Head Gasket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £64.80 
Cometic Head Gasket C-AHT189 . . . . . . . . . . . . £62.95 
Large bore manifold gasket  C-AHT381 . . . . . . . £2.64 
Silicon rocker cover gasket GUG705009EVO . . . . £9.60

£40.69

All Mini Spares chrome and  
brightwork items are top  
quality and made to fit correctly. 
 

Owners and stockists of RC40 systems.  
• Flowbench tested and using proven optimum size 
1.75”(1.625”) internal tubing for maximum efficiency 
and performance. 
• Even our mild steel versions have stainless steel 
tailpipes and inner baffle box pipes. Most  
competitors don’t even have these stainless 
internals in their ‘stainless steel’ silencers!

RC40 classic twin box system & d/pipe . . . . £58.80 
Single box system from cat back . . . . . . . . . £64.27 
Single box system for van/estate . . . . . . . . . £79.49 
Twin box system  from cat back  . . . . . . . . . £70.20 

RC40 Range

Mini Spares stainless steel bumper  
- fits BETTER than Rover original! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £55.20 
Bumper non-genuine s/steel DPB10165MS . £34.80 
Bumper non-genuine chrome 14A6779MS . . £27.60 
S/steel Mk1 overider/corner bar kit MSSK025 . . . . £102.88 
Inner/outer door moulding car set Mk4> MSSK2104 . £43.91 
Headlamp Rings - Stainless steel 500929MS . . . . . . £9.71 
Headlamp Rings - Chrome-on-brass 17H5143 . . . . £16.69 
S/steel inner headlamp ring DHF100010SS . . . . . . . £10.00 
Fluted deluxe chrome wheel arch trim GZF105A . . . . £15.60 
Flat standard chrome wheel arch trim GZF107A . . . . . £7.80

Cranborne Industrial Estate,  
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN 
Telephone: 01707 607700  

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury.  
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ 

Telephone : 0121 544 0011

Mini Spares 20/50 mineral oil  
GUL7005T  . . . . . . . .£16.00 
20/50 mineral oil & spin on  
filter (not MPI) SO4  . .£17.83 
Spin-on oil filter (OE supplier)  
  MSF166 . . . . . . . . . .£2.30   Clutches & Flywheels

£58.80Steering racks - L/H or R/H   FAM7306/7 . . . . . . £62.82 
MPi Sportspack type GSR3386 . . . . . . . . . . £71.94 
Quick rack  L/H or R/H  C-AJJ1570/1 . . . . . £78.00 
Genuine track rod end GSJ1106 . . . . . . . . . £11.42  
Non genuine GSJ734MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.80 
Swivel pin kit genuine Unipart GSJ166. . . . . £15.36 
Mini Spares swivel pin kit  GSJ166MS . . . . . £8.18 

Timken front genuine GHK1140  . . . . . . . . .£50.60 
Minispares version front  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£13.80 
Timken rear GHK1805 late modified  . . . . . .£39.42 
Minispares rear GHK1548MS   . . . . . . . . . .£14.39

NEW!  5 port alloy heads  . . . . . . . . .from £1251.50 
 with 35.7x29.5 race quality valves C-AHT347  . . .£1251.50 
 with 37x31mm offset spaced valves C-AHT347RACE £1559.59 
8 port head kits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £2024.74 
1380cc built Up 1/2 engine by Bill Richards  . .£1176.12 
73.5 EVO pistons 9cc dish C-STR311  . . . . . . .£223.20 
Lightweight EVO dished pistons 20/40/60  . . . .£237.60 
Camshaft Evolution001  .new blanks,outright £89.10  
Ultimate performance cam follower set C-AEG580 £31.20 
Oil pumps  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £15.83  
CNC Evolution Slot Drive Oil Pump  . . .from £112.50 
Forged 1.5 rocker set C-AHT436 . . . . . . . . .£133.33 
Alloy 1.5 hi-lift roller rocker set C-AHT446A £222.50 
Duplex timing kit C-AJJ3323  . . . . . . . . . . . .£30.74 
Duplex kit steel lightened C-AJJ3325  . . . . . .£60.04 
21A1902 Mini Spares gen profile engine mount £8.34 
21A1902MS Non-genuine mounting . . . . . . . . £3.00 
21A1902ST threaded mounting . . . . . . . . . . . .£3.78 
Lightweight Large Impeller Water Pump  . . . .£18.90  
Minimum stretch single row chain 3H2127EVO  .£19.44 
Minimum stretch double row chain 2H4905EVO .£24.79 

Reproduction of the 40819 cooper S 23D distributor but with 
more advance for economy and performance similar to MK3 
S curves. Fitted with quickfit points and uprated rotor arm  
  12G2140 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £45.90 
All other 25D to 59D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  from £45.00 
A new distributor - cheaper than a conversion kit 
Electric type of above (no points) . . . . . . . from £56.65 

Flywheel puller for all types CE1 £22.86 
Master cylinder GMC1008  . .£45.50 
Ultralight flywheel - std. EN8 £135.35  
Ultralight flywheel - race EN24 £209.08 
L/weight EN8 pressure plate C-AHT230 . . . .  £80.83 
Clutch lever arm Verto DAM5355MS. . . from £18.28 
Clutch lever arm pre Verto 22A2204MS . . . . £24.00 
Orig. type pre-verto release bearing GRB201EVO . . £14.40 
Verto 20% upgrade pressure, fits all C-AEG485 £70.20 
‘AP’ Std. clutch plate, Turbo, light tune  GCP204 £33.12 
‘AP’ road/rally Plate C-AHT595 180mm . . . . . . . . . £62.24 
‘AP Racing’ road/rally clutch C-AHT596 180mm . . . . £109.80 
3 Piece Verto clutch pre-inj 180mm plate GCK151MS £116.42 
3 Piece Verto clutch inj 190mm plate GCK152MS . . £100.80 
Verto clutch plate - 180mm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . £37.80 
Verto clutch plate -190mm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £43.15 
3 piece turbo kit  GCK371AF . . . . . . . . . . . £122.40

Engines:
Visit our website for the full 
ENGINE PARTS LISTINGS 
www.minispares.com/engines

Brakes: 
For BRAKES go to: 
www.minispares.com/brakes

Gaskets: 
For GASKETS go to: 
www.minispares.com/gaskets

For ELECTRICS go to: 
www.minispares.com/electrics

Gearboxes & Diffs 

For GEARBOXES go to: 
www.minispares.com/gearboxes

Clutches: 
For CLUTCHES go to: 
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

Suspension: 
For SUSPENSION go to: 
www.minispares.com/suspension

Exhausts: 
For EXHAUSTS go to: 
www.minispares.com/exhausts

Brightwork: 
For BRIGHTWORK go to: 
www.minispares.com/brightwork

Steering: 
For STEERING go to: 
www.minispares.com/steering

Electrics: 

Cooper S 7.5”disc and EBC pads MS35 . . . . Pr £53.60 
8.4” disc and Mintex pads MSSK014 . . . . . . Pr £31.67 
8.4”vented disc and pads MS39 . . . . . . . . . . Pr £49.18 
S caliper Mini Spares  R/H 27H4656MS . . . . . . £72.00  
S caliper Mini Spares  L/H 27H4657MS . . . . . . £72.00 
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper R/H 37H8128 . . . . £65.17  
8.4” type Mini Spares caliper L/H 37H8129 . . . . £65.17             
S Disc conv. + Mini Spares caliper C-AJJ4028MS £452.23 
S Disc conv + AP caliper & Timken bearings  . . . £605.69 
S brake disc shield set MSSK1400 R/H . . . . . . . £24.94  
S brake disc shield set MSSK1401 L/H . . . . . . . £24.94 
MK1/2 brake servo cast body 21A1293 . . . £216.00 
Mk3 servo and non gen fitting kit SEN43 . . £144.00    
Servo 1988 on GSM119 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £126.00 
Single line plastic canister GMC171 . . . . . . . £44.40 
Single line metal canister GMC171ORIGINAL . . . £66.96

The Choice is Yours! 
Mini Spares offers you the choice of 
genuine BL/Rover parts or of more 

affordable or better value alternatives 
of the best quality available.

Drivetrain: 
For DRIVETRAIN go to: 
www.minispares.com/drivetrain

www.minispares.com
All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either  
Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees. 
Prices are correct at time of going to press, but are subject to change without notice. E&O.E.                     Export Tel: (+44) 1707 607702 

Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are 
printing - check website for up-to-date prices.

£85.80

Package 
Price

www.minispares.com 

Visit the official MiniSpares.com website for pictures, 
downloads, catalogues, current prices & special deals

Mail Order - 01707 607700 
Mail Order also available direct from Mini Spares North  

Call 01423 881800 to order 

The Largest Stocks of Mini Spares in the World!

Mobile & tablet friendly
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mini spares - London mini spares - Midlands mini spares - North

 Shop on-line         at www.minispares.com - or visit our 3 great stores

The World Famous Mini Spares Centre Ltd... ...is the foremost authority and the largest stockist of classic Mini parts in the world!  • Annual turnover in excess of £15 million  • Our huge buying power = the most competitive prices on the best quality parts!   • We offer our own unique range of exclusively designed or tooled up items.  • Knowledgeable technical assistance staff   

Free 
Catalogue!

New!

25 years ago Mini Spares introduced the helical 
tooth 5 speed gearbox with closer ratios.  
Using 58 extra parts this unit is technically an over-
drive gear with a 3.44 diff giving 3.037 ratio in 5th. 
Prices from £2163.00  S/cut gears £2190.00

Christmas & New Year Opening Times: 

Saturday 22nd December 2018  . . . . .9am - 1pm 

Monday 24th December 2018  . . . . . . . .CLOSED 

Tuesday 25th December 2018  . . . . . . . .CLOSED 

Wednesday 26th December 2018  . . . .CLOSED 

Thursday 27th December 2018  . .9am - 5.30pm 

Friday 28th December 2018  . . . . .9am - 5.30pm 

Saturday 29th December 2018  . .9am - 1.00pm 

Monday 31st December 2018 . . . .9am - 5.30pm 

Tuesday 1st January 2019  . . . . . . . . . . .CLOSED 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

2E/2G Northminster Business Park. Y026 6QU 
Tel: 01423 881800  

Forget all the cheap distributors on the 
market... Invest in the best!  Our three 
electric types are specially built in the 
UK to match your Mini’s camshaft. 
Std to 276 inc Evolution cam range  . . . . . . .£82.80 
285-296 camshaft spec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£82.80 
310-315 camshaft spec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£90.00
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

February magazine – 1st January
March magazine – 1st February
April magazine – 1st March

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.

Contents

Recognised as a Single-Make Car Club by
The Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports 

Association Limited
Mini Cooper Register formed as a Club in 1986

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are purely those of the contributors and should 
not be construed as the policies of either the club or committee. Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information in this publication is correct, no liability can be accepted by the 
authors of Mini Cooper Register for loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions 
from the information given.

Printed by: The Lavenham Press, Arbons House, 47 Water Street, Lavenham, 
Suffolk, CO10 9RN   Tel : 01787 247 436

Contents copyright 
© Mini Cooper Register 2017   
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Cooper World is printed on well-managed FSC 
paper using vegetable-based inks. Printing plates are 
aluminium and are recycled, as are any surplus/old 
inks while printing blankets are shredded and used for 
rubberised play areas and footpaths. The wrapping it 
comes in is degradable and will break down in the soil.

Cooper disclaimer 
The Cooper logo is the property of John 
Michael Cooper and should not be used 
without prior permission.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Nigel Oats  
OTS Management Consulting & Setting Solutions Ltd 
Greenfield Lock, Christleton, Chester. CH3 5PN 
07765 235204 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
474a Earlham Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HP  
07477 717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
noncooper@minicooper.org

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
0045 9133 3068 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Lorraine Hampson 
The Beeches, Kiln Way, Grayshott, Hants. GU26 6JF 
01428 712154 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Jack Ward 
81 Tower Hill, Dover CT17 0AG 
07984 302894 
youth@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Mike Wood
Andy Harrison 
Bill Richards
Nick Swift
Ray Cunningham



www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 24.04.17.indd   1 27/04/2017   12:19

Trade Supporter
2019
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against 
a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means 
accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may 
be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the 
public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices 
of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Nigel Oats
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer  
the membership - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
May I start my editorial by wishing 

all our members a very happy 
New Year! 

And what a significant year 2019 is 
for the Mini in reaching yet another 
milestone in its never-ending and 
evolving story. Who could have 
imagined or predicted, way back in 
August 1959 when the diminutive Mini 
was officially launched to the world, 
that it would still be here sixty years 
later and thriving, continuing to be held 

with such lasting affection by so many people all over the world and 
from all walks of life during the last six decades of its existence? Quite 
remarkable when you consider just what a humble little machine the 
car was originally, albeit revolutionary and innovative, and perhaps 
these are just a couple of its enduring facets and why it has enjoyed 
such longevity and affection.

Of course we, as a Mini club, will be marking and celebrating the 
Mini’s 60th anniversary no doubt along with other Mini clubs and 
enthusiasts over the course of the year. In fact you may have seen in 
last month’s issue our ‘forward notice advert’ of a proposed display 
of cars we are planning to have in conjunction with the National 
Motor Museum’s Beaulieu Spring Autojumble over the weekend of 
18th and 19th May 2019. We are looking to put on a display of 60 
cars if possible covering the entire range of Mini production models 
and related variants spanning 1959 to 2000. If you would like to put 
your car forward for the display then have a look at the advert in this 
month’s issue for details of the proposed weekend display and get in 

touch with us. We will also be marking the Mini’s 60th anniversary 
at our National Mini Day at the beginning of June and we will have 
details on that very soon.

OK, let’s now turn to what we have in store for you in this 
month’s issue of CooperWorld. And we kick off with a very 
interesting article in the Technical Topics section written by our 
regular contributor Richard Pengelly, the subject being that of 
ethanol within fuels. On the face of it this may not sound like 
a subject that would have that much relevance to many of us. 
But I cannot urge you enough to read Richard’s well-researched 
article, since it deals with some alarming potential issues as to 
what this additive can do to your car’s fuel system over a relatively 
short period of time. If you do not take the right precautions and 
measures in order to mitigate some of these issues, then you will 
run the real risk of catastrophic consequences. Sorry if this sounds 
a bit like scaremongering but when you read Richard’s article you 
will understand why I urge you to do so.

Finally, we have three articles in the Competitions section of the 
magazine, covering some of the many historic rallies that are now 
being run, and in which you can compete in a Mini. Mini Sport, our 
sponsors of course, are spear heading this renaissance in rallying 
Minis in particular. It seems quite a few people have got an appetite 
for it and I must admit that I am beginning to feel that I might be 
missing out on something here!

Paul Sulma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2019

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Jacking Point Grommets Two Wheel Roof Racks to Works specification

Original Works unused Grill Mesh complete with new Radiator Muff and fittings

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm

Irvin full harness seat belt



Justin Ridyard assembled another group of high standard cars to show off 
the club, which, with our very attractive inflatable arch, made for a good 
draw. The completely original and un-resorted Cooper S displayed by 
Simon Joslin was for me and many, the biggest attraction. The numbers 
of cars like this that have been left untouched and in original condition, 
must be in penny numbers these days. The Princess Margaret car of Dave 
Boswell also attracted much attention, with such a great story attached 
to it, it made an interesting draw. A big thank you as always goes to Sally 
Salter for transporting all of our show equipment to Birmingham and for 
standing there for the duration selling the club shop merchandise. It was 
also nice to see John Parnell, our Rover Cooper Registrar, helping on the 
stand for the three days too. I will leave you to read the full report on the 
show later in the magazine. Suffice to say, that despite the expense for the 
club in attending this show, it is a must for the club.

Entries for our Minis to Ireland event are going fast as I write at the 
beginning of December. It’s still not too late however to enter what 
promises to be a fabulous event.  The dates are 20th September to 27th 
September. If you’ve not done one of these events before, they are non 
competitive and great fun to run over fabulous roads, in the company of 
other likeminded enthusiasts in their classic Minis or MINIS. These annual 
events are also brilliant value for money and include, for two people, your 
ferry crossing, dinner, bed and breakfast at really good quality hotels and 
we also supply a light lunch. You also get a fully detailed roadbook, a pair of 
rally plates and we also provide a travelling service van, should anyone’s car 
need a little bit of spanner attention along the way! All you need to supply 
is the fuel for your car.  A full page advert appears in this month’s issue of 
CooperWorld with all the details of the route outline and timetable.  

Finally this month, we have some environmental good news. Lavenhams, 
our printers of CooperWorld have introduced a different, more 
environmentally friendly wrapping for CooperWorld, rather than 
the polywrap bags used to date. The new wrapping film uses natural 
biopolymers, consisting mainly of potato and maize starch which are fully 
sustainable. There is no polythene in this product so when it degrades 
there are no microplastics left in the soil/watercourse. It conforms to 
EN13432 so it’s fully compostable in your household compost heap. 
In theory, it could be put in your household green waste bin but some 
Councils might not accept it and so you would need to check locally. We 
were not compelled by Lavenhams to take up this extra cost option, but 
thought it best to do our bit for the environment and take up this better 
solution to wrapping your monthly copy of CooperWorld.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Well, that’s another year gone by! As 
one gets older the years seem to fly 

by, when once one's six week school holiday 
seemed to last forever, time now seems to 
speed up as we get ever older. 2018 was 
another successful year for the club with 
many events up and down the country 
attended by MCR members and some 
supported by the club. Of course June, 
being early summer and our National Day 
at Beaulieu, was once again a great day and 
Tony Salter and his small band of dedicated 
helpers put on another enjoyable show. 

It was also very successful financially for the club, which we increasingly 
rely upon to run the club.  CooperWorld, our much acclaimed monthly 
magazine continues to grow and improve and it’s really good to see that 
almost every month most of our Registrars write something interesting in 
these pages. I know only too well, if Registrars fail to write regularly, we 
lose members for the particular marque of car that they are responsible for. 

We also have to thank our two sponsors, Carole Nash and Mini Sport 
for both their financial support and their continued interest in the club. 
They too are a vital income stream for the club. I must also thank the 
Committee for their work and dedication over the last year. Much of 
the work done by them is behind the scenes and goes unnoticed. We 
have had some change of Committee members over the past year 
and hopefully all of those changes will prove to be positive. It’s also 
encouraging to report that our membership numbers continue to grow, 
which is a very positive sign that we are doing most things right. With next 
year being Mini 60, the celebrations will be high on the agenda and we will 
have a large presence in Bristol for the IMM later in the year as well as a 
special display at Beaulieu. I’m sure it will be a cracking year. Finally, thank 
you all for your support and we look forward to an even better 2019.

I’m pleased to say that, yet again, our presence at the NEC in November 
for the Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show was a resounding 
success. Despite not being placed in as good a location as we’ve had 
in the past, the show attracted many new members to our well set 
out stand and this despite Lesley Young, our membership secretary, 
being absent for the first time in many years as others worked hard to 
encourage people to sign up and join us. We were again grateful to Carole 
Nash for providing a tool box as a prize draw for one lucky new member 
who signed up over the three days and also to Mini Sport who once again 
supplied goodie bags for the new members to take away with them.
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We welcome a very long list of new members who joined during November

NEW MEMBERS
Paul Kitcher  & Jo Moss Kitcher, Lymington, Hampshire
Harold Webb, Chertsey, Surrey
Daren & Oscar Hales, Gloucester, Gloucestershire
Francois Larini, Nice, France
Philip Strauss, Fountain Hills, Arizona, USA
Stuart Adams, Orpington, Kent
Alan Bealing, Kew, Surrey
Philip & Alison Selby, Pontypool, Gwent
Adrian Butt, Basingstoke, Hants
Gregg Wallace, Bridgnorth, Shropshire
Elizabeth Hotchkiss, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire
Ben Kerfoot, Tarporley, Cheshire
Jonathan Basson, Chesham, Buckinghamshire
Robert & Emma Pavey, Maidstone, Kent
Paul Churchouse, Ringwood, Hampshire
Roger, Sykes, Chester Le Street, County Durham
Alexander & Roger Garnham, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire
Michael Logan, Doncaster, South Yorkshire
Evan Hopkins & Victoria Louch, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire
Jon Marsh, Shepton Mallet, Somerset
Alistair Lister, Oakham, Rutland
Phil Tait, High Peak, Derbyshire
Jonathan & Julie Nicholls, Stafford, Staffordshire
Scott Owen, Leeds

Alison Pope, Southport, Merseyside
Tim Griffiths, Neutral Bay, NSW, Australia
John Harty, Te Awamutu, New Zealand
Martin Willoughby, Cardiff, South Glamorgan
Fiona & Darren Letts, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire
Peter Walton, Ely, Cambridgeshire
Samuel Berridge, York, North Yorkshire
Alastair Roper, Chesterfield, Derbyshire
Richard & Catherine Phillipson, Bishop's Stortford, Hertfordshire
Francis Mason, Coventry, West Midlands
Mo & Lance Chapman, Ripley, Derbyshire
Graham & Mrs C Hill, Alcester, Warwickshire
Jack Martin, Witney, Oxfordshire
Tony Stevens, Belfast, Antrim
Mike Gill, Cottingham, East Yorkshire
Richard Hatfield, Stroud, Gloucestershire
Philip Jewson, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire
Cliff Johnson, Cliffe, Kent
Carl Whitehill, Leominster, Hereford
David Taylor, Uxbridge, Middlesex
Mark Tomkinson, Macclesfield, Cheshire
Benoit Arsenault, Quebec City, Canada
Chris Maybury, ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH, Leicestershire
Anne Harman, Tadworth, Surrey



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 

Trade Supporter
2019



There are many great events on the list for this coming year, if you do have 
any others to add to it, even if at regional level, let me know. It’s great for 
new members to see them in the magazine, especially if local to them. We 
will also publish these on the website so worthwhile dropping me an email.

The Ham Sandwich Run for 2019 will be on Sunday 18th August, you 
can pre-register your interest by emailing me. Don’t miss out! 

These touring assemblies are a great way to stretch the legs of your car, 
and I would be happy to assist anyone wishing to set up a similar event in 
any region. All you need to do is plan a route, invite some members and 
set off for a tour of your local area, perhaps taking in a local museum. 

That’s all for now! Happy New Year!

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
events@minicooper.org 

Don’t forget to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page. the page.

As I’m writing this I am just about 
recovered from another great NEC 

weekend. It was again a successful event 
for the club, with many new members 
being signed up and lots of catching up 
with you guys visiting the busy club stand. 
There is a full report elsewhere in this 
month’s magazine. A personal thanks from 
me to all the helpers over the weekend, 
especially Sally Salter, Jack Ward, Graham 
Lush and John Parnell for attending the full 
distance of 4 days. Day helpers included 
Rod Chilcot who fished in potential 
new members, Richard Humphrey for 
endless coffees top-up and, as always, 

being tall enough to mount the lights in the gazebo. Thanks also to Nick 
Hunter who was on hand answering questions on the Saturday - much 
appreciated. We were also very lucky to have many hands for build-up 
and breakdown of the display stand. Thanks again also to the car owners 
for their time and efforts, it’s always a big ask. 

We are at Brooklands this year thanks to the Thames Valley Region. 
Please contact Ken Hunter kenneth.hunter1@btinternet.com as soon as 
you can if you want to show your car as spaces are limited.

Don’t forget we have limited tickets for our members for the London to 
Brighton Run at face value; email me for further details.

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key 

Bold = National MCR event or  
Club stand.

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance.

January 2019

Event: MINI FAIR 
Date: 27th January  
Location: Bingley Hall, Staffordshire County 
Showground 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Mini Cooper Register Hinton Firs 
Weekend 
Date: 26th to 27th January 
Location: Bournemouth  
Contact: Josh Bromage 
 j-bromage@outlook.com

February 2019

Event: London Classic Car Show 
Date: 14th-17th February 2018 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.
co.uk/

March 2019

Event: Club RAVERA 42nd Classic 
Date: 17th March  
Location: ARRAS, France 
Contact: daniel.guerin62@orange.fr

Event: Brooklands Mini Day 
Date: 24th March  
Location: Brooklands Museum Trust Ltd, 
Brooklands Road, Weybridge. KT13 0QN 
Contact: https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show 
Date: 22nd – 24th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

April 2019

Event: Goodwood Members Meeting 
Date: 6th - 7th April 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.goodwood.com/flagship-
events/members-meeting/

Event: Lincoln BIG Mini Day 
Date: 14th April 
Location: Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln, 
Lincolnshire 
Contact: Mike Bilton  mjbilko@tiscali.co.uk

Event: Rotary Club of Croydon Classic Car Run 
Date: 28th April 
Location: Starting Denbies Wine Estate 
Contact: dhiraj@dsandco.com

May 2019

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: 3rd-4th-5th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: http://www.doningtonhistoric.com/

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: 5th May 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track 
day at Blyton Park Classic Mini’s.  
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.
co.uk/action-day.htm

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: 4-5th May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, 
Downton, Wilts 
Contact: To book for the show - Downton@live.
co.uk, and to book a space on the MCR Dorset 
Region stand - nickstansmore@live.co.uk”

Event: Riveria Run 
Date:  3rd -6th May 
Location: St Austell, Cornwall 
Contact: http://www.cmcrivierarun.co.uk/

Event: Himley Hall British Mini Day 
Date: 12th May  
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: Mini at Home 
Date: TBC May  
Location: Mini Oxford 
Contact: TBC
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EVENTS

01473 740148
83 Dales Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 4JR

Trade Supporter
2019

Event: Minis at the Quarry 
Date:  12th May 
Location: Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre 
Contact: http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
Date: 18-19th May 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/ 
Club Contact: johnpparnell@talktalk.net

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 19th May  
Location: Brighton 
Contact: http://www.london-to-brighton.
co.uk/

June 2019

Event: National Mini Day – Mini Cooper 
Register 
Event: 9th June 
Location: Beaulieu Hampshire  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Shelsley Walsh 60 Years of the Mini 
Date: 15th-16th June 
Location: Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb 
Contact: TBC

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 23rd June 
Location:  Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. 
Displays, traders, club stands, autojumble 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 15th-16th June  
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Really Retro Show 
Date: 23rd June  
Location: Seighford Airfield, Stafford 
Contact: http://www.reallyretroshow.com/

July 2019

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 4th-7th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Thames Valley Tour 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Thames Valley Region 
Contact: Terry schraider@btinternet.com

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 20-21st July 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 26th -28th July  
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - SC_15@icloud.com    

August 2019

Event: National Metro & Mini Show 
Date: 4th August 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.
co.uk/events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 2nd – 4th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: IMM Bristol 
Date: 8th – 12th August 
Location: Washingpool Farm, Main Rd, Easter 
Compton, Bristol BS35 5RE 
Contact: https://imm2019.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: 2nd August 
Location: Westbrook Farm Touring Park, Harp 
Rd, Brent Knoll, Highbridge TA9 4HQ 
Contact: TBC

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 3rd-4th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. 
Historic racing championships and static 
classic car.   
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/
nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Mallory Park 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region, contact Justin & Annie 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: TBC August 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: GRAHAM ROBINSON 
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

September 2019

Event: Beaulieu International Autojumble 
Date: 7th-8th September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 13th-15th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 14th-15th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: http://www.
manchesterclassiccarshow.com/

Event: Minis to Ireland  
Date: 20th – 27th September  
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young - membership@
minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 21st September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 15th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Mini Action Day 2018 
Date: 28th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 29th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2019 

November 2019 

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 8th -10th TBC November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact:  http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

EVENTS







After the past great successes of Minis to Ireland the MCR will be returning to the fabulous roads of Ireland for the 2019 
run.  After the first night in Wexford we will be heading west to Bantry Bay to drive the wonderful roads on the south west 
peninsulas. Then to Tullow in Co. Carlow to explore a new area for our Minis to Ireland trips. This is the planned itinerary.   
Mileage will hopefully be kept to a maximum of 200 miles per day. 

Friday 20th September - Depart Fishguard on the 1.10 pm sailing to Rosslare  and travel a short distance to the 4 star 
Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy, Wexford.  

Saturday 21st September - Leave Enniscorthy and travel via a coastal tour taking in some Circuit of Ireland Rally stages to 
bring us to the Eccles Hotel at Glengarriff on Bantry Bay where we will stay for two nights.

Sunday 22nd September - A tour of the Beara Peninsula with Cod’s Head, Ardgroom and Kilmacillogue stages. Then on 
to the ring of Kerry. From the Skelligs (where Star Wars is filmed) and Portmagee we will then travel around Carragh Lake, 
Ballaghbeama, Moll’s Gap and The Tim Healy pass back to the Eccles Hotel. 

Monday 23rd September - Leave Bantry Bay and travel via the Cousane Gap to Crookstown. The Coachford stage will take 
us to Buttevant and Kanturk where we will drive the Glen of Aherlow to Cashel. We will follow the river Slaney to the Mount 
Wolseley Hotel, Spa and Golf Resort in Tullow Co. Carlow where we will spend three nights.

Tuesday 24th September - From the Mount Wolseley we will travel to the historic town of Thurles to the Slieve Felim 
Mountains. On the Silvermines drive we will go around the Arra Mountains to Killaloe and Lough Derg. After a scenic drive 
around Lough Derg we will then head for Roscrea which is one of the oldest towns in Ireland. Then back to Mount Wolseley.
 
Wednesday 25th September - From Mount Wolseley we travel to Blessington Lakes then around the Poulaphouca 
Reservoir heading north for Dunshaughlin and the Hill of Tara. This was the seat of the high kings of Ireland and the most 
ancient relic in the country. Via Slane and Kells, we will take the Curragh to Baltinglass and back to the Mount Wolseley.  

Thursday 26th September  -  Leaving Tullow we will drive the Aghavanna stage to Laragh and then over Wicklow Gap 
and via northern Sally Gap to Bray Head. We will then travel through the Vale of Avoca to Courtown and Castlebridge to The 
Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford for our last night.   

Friday 27th September  - Leave Hotel at 6.30 am for Rosslare and the 8.00 am sailing to Fishguard.

The entry fee per car, for two people sharing a room, including return ferry crossing, seven nights accommodation in good 
quality hotels, with dinner and breakfast, plus light lunches, will be in the region of £1,650, but may be subject to exchange rate 
fluctuations. The entry is being restricted to 40 cars and holding deposits of £250 will be taken to secure an entry. Payment is by 
cheque or bank transfer with two further stage payments being required at the end of March 2019 and June 2019.

Entries open on 1st December 2018 when application forms and regulations will be sent out.  Contact the Secretary of the 
Meeting, Lesley Young, by email - membership@minicooper.org or phone 01580 763975 prior to 1st December to express 
your interest and request an application form and regulations. Entries will be allocated on receipt of a completed application 
form and deposit on a first come basis.  All entrants must be members of the Mini Cooper Register.

Minis to Ireland
20th September – 27th September 2019

14 | www.minicooper.org
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EVENTS

November again and it was time for our annual trip to 
Birmingham for the NEC Classic Motor Show. For those 

who have never attended, it is classic car heaven. This year there 
were 8 halls of the exhibition centre full of car clubs showing the 
finest examples of every conceivable classic car. There was an 
autojumble for those hard to find parts and companies keen to 
show their wares, some relevant and some not so. 

The show starts for us, in truth, a couple of months before 
with health and safety paperwork, ordering of electricity, 
display material, cars themselves and arranging the take away 
membership packs. We arrive on the Thursday lunchtime 
before the show to set up. Carpet tiles are laid, the gazebo 
and flags erected, the cars put in place before the final 
touches are applied. We then have 3 days with 75-80,000 
visitors attending the event, and with many people stopping 
at our stand to speak to us and admire the cars on show.

We were in a quieter hall this year so footfall was down, 
it’s expensive for us to be there as a club and we would be 

By Justin Ridyard
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Patrick Walker’s rather different South African Mk1 S

Another superb MCR club stand at the NEC
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interested on your views as to if we should 
have a presence at this show every year. 
Currently, a team from Kent and Southampton 
make the journey in two vans. Email your 
comments to events@minicooper.org. We 
have always felt that members like us to be 
there but let us know.

Cars for our display stand this year were 
kindly provided by, Patrick Walker – South 
African Mk1 Cooper S, Eve & Simon Joslin – 
an unrestored  Mk1 Cooper S, Mike Bilton 
– Avengers Mini, Richard Humphrey- Britax 
Cooper S replica and David Boswell – Princess 
Margaret Mini. We appre ciate the time taken 
to provide cars to display and the time spent 
speaking to the general public. A big thanks 
from me personally to all of those that did so 
on behalf of the club.

All in all, a good weekend with a great number 
of new members being signed up to join the 
club. Regalia sold well too including some 
more of the clubs car covers. There are still 
a few more available if you want one. Please 
email regalia@minicooper.org

Massive thanks to all the team who helped 
on the stand, for set up, during the event 
and breakdown, you know who you are! We 
managed again to show the classic car world a 
great friendly club stand and a few of the high 
quality vehicle’s we have within the club. 

We would also like to thank club sponsors 
Carole Nash and Mini Sport for their 
assistance with the event.

Justin Ridyard

EVENTS

Eve & Simon Joslin’s fabulous unrestored Cooper S

Pulling the winner of the 
toolbox provided by Carole 
Nash. Winner for 2018 was 
new member Jack Martin 
from Oxfordshire

Youth Co-ordinator 
Jack Ward looking very 
smart in club uniform

Richard Humphey’s superb Britax 
Cooper replica under the club arch
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Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show at the NEC 2018 – 
a personal view from the ‘Rover Mini RePorter’! By Cliff Porter

EVENTS

The show was full of interesting vehicle exhibits but short on 
autojumble unless you were a Ford enthusiast. Hats off to Justin 

Ridyard who had planned the Club’s display with a variety of vehicles 
and support from their owners. The dynamic duo sales team of Sally 
and Graham were on duty yet again, selling regalia items and promoting 
new memberships with support from the stand volunteers each day. 
The display of five vehicles included a very original Cooper S, an early 
South African version and an Avenger car, (not a Hillman) plus a race 
car and one with a royal connection. The cars looked immaculate.

The Club stand always provides a meeting point for members to drop in and 
chat about nothing in particular but everything in general. I was fortunate to 
meet many members who knew me and I apologise again if I didn’t recognise 
you. Our editor Paul Sulma reminded me of my previous career of ‘Roving 
RePorter’ which has tempted me to put fingers to keyboard. So here goes.

I attended the show every day so, as they say in awards ceremonies, 
“and in no particular order.”

My primary objective was to seek out any Minis that were displayed at 
the show. I was not disappointed as they were everywhere.  I’m not 
quite sure why the organisers decided to put a furniture company in 
the Mini section between Mini stands but maybe their logic was that it 
was ‘Chelsea &’…  Maybe they could have had a coachbuilt car on their 
stand and dressed it as the Kings Road!

The location of the Mini stands was not ideal. As I entered the show, I 
noticed that the organisers had failed to erect hanging direction signs to 
guide visitors to the halls and I made wrong turns several times. Many 
people I met made a similar comment.

What did I observe?  The Italian Job had a couple of Minis on display. 
The British Mini Club were supported by the 1959 Register.  It was 
good to talk to Jim Jupp and look over his Clubman Estate which looks 
superb and a tribute to his efforts.

Who remembers the Twini Mini built by Neil Preston?  Was it red or 
green? Although that didn’t matter as both were at the show.  Not only 
that, but our club sponsor Carole Nash had Neil’s Jag-engined Mini on 
display and it runs!  The last time I saw the engine, it was a static exhibit 
on a MCR stand.  Neil reminded me that it was probably eight years ago.
 
A few Riley Elfs appeared on other stands, although I don’t remember 
seeing a Wolseley Hornet version.  And there was one  Sidewalk Mini.

Race prepared Clubman

Rare Sidewalk Mini

Modified 848cc

BMH reshelled Mk1 Cooper S Mk 3 S

 Jaguar powered Mini New Blockley 145 x 10 tyre



EVENTS

Silverstone Auctions had three Minis for sale and the details and prices 
achieved are listed here:

Lot 335 – 1962 car rebuilt as a 1380cc rally car
Sold for (£): 25,650

Lot 658 - 1999 John Cooper Works S – 1 of 25
Sold for (£): 31,500

Lot 627A – 1963 car with modified 848 cc
Sold for (£): 16,250

There were more Minis for sale in the Dealers area.  One was 
advertised at £59,996!  What is happening to the prices?  There was 
also a Mk 3 Cooper S.

The value of the car which is the focus of our interest and hobby is 
rising. Originality is key to values, as is a famous name on the original 
logbook. There were a couple of body ‘strippers’ showing the result on 
Mini shells.  I was interested to see the results on a late Rover shell.

MiniWorld recently published an article about the DVLA rules but there 
was no mention of the DVLA checking re-welded bodies.  I have already 
mentioned the BMH Mk1 shell which apparently meets the DVLA criteria 
for re-shelling.  I know that many enthusiasts are expert at fabricating 
their original vehicle with many new panels but I question what checks 
are made on the structural rigidity of the shell on completion, especially 
now that most of our pride and joys are MOT exempt. My question on 
originality is would you prefer to have a vehicle which has been rebuilt 
using new panels, or one which has been re-shelled? 

I am a keen advocate of independent eyes checking the security of my 
vehicles on an annual basis and this year I was glad I did.  During the 
MOT, the inspector sucked his lips as he was able to move the front 
wheel this way and that while I was observing.  My immediate thought 

was the wheel bearing but no. A second inspector reviewed the 
problem and, with two pairs of eyes, they discovered that the steering 
arms were not secure under the lock tab. As I drove home, the change 
in performance was so different.  I must remember to get it looked 
over before I take part in the HRCR 35 event in June 2019.

Looking around I noticed that Blockey Tyres had a stand and were 
displaying their 145 x 10 tyres which are now available. As their outlet is 
close by I am going to get a set of the 145 x 10s fitted to my 3.5” rims and 
see what they are like. 165 x 10 versions are currently being manufactured.   

In another hall, there was a 1959 Project Car. Apparently it is supported 
by Paddy Hopkirk and Alec Poole.  Now what was that other 
reincarnation?  I wonder if any of the David Brown Minis have been sold.

This is my last regular contribution to CooperWorld (I am planning to 
take it much easier from January and not attend as many Mini events 
as I have in the previous years).  However, 2019 will see weekend 
to weekend Mini events to attend including the IMM in Bristol.  My 
suggestion would be our club events first – June - Beaulieu, and 
September – Irish Road trip.  Which leads me to that annual event 
the AGM in March. Over the last few years the dedicated committee 
members have steered the club very successfully but, as is said every 
year, new volunteers are required to take over the steering wheel and 
navigate the club to more continued success.  During 2018 many of the 
regions organised road runs which I consider a positive move forward, 
but the planning, preparation and running of these events takes time. 
A successful event makes the organisers happy and you, the members, 
have used your vehicles on the road and enjoyed the atmosphere. 

Thank you for your supportive comments over the last two decades 
when I have met you at shows. I hope to see you at future shows as I 
wander around.

Cliff
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£59,996! Not PEU 22 but £26,000!

Lots 335 & 627a
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Julien Vernaeve
By Peter Barker

Belgium’s Julien Vernaeve was twice Rally Champion and once Saloon 
Car Racing Champion of his native country. I met him back in 2000 

to interview him for MiniWorld magazine and he explained to me just 
why he was so much faster than the other privateers of his day.

‘My father had a garage business and became an Austin dealer after 
the Second World War so I was always in contact with British cars. I 
entered my first race in 1950 in an Austin A40 at Francorchamps and 
enjoyed it a great deal. I did not race again until 1959 when I entered 
the Tour de Belgique in an Austin Healey 100. The dynamo broke and I 
went out, but again I really enjoyed the sport. In 1960 I bought an 850 
Mini and started racing it straight away. I did a race in Brussels that year. 
The autoroutes around the town were not yet open to traffic so they 
made an ideal racetrack and that is what we used. At that race I met 
John Aley who was racing for John Cooper, and he told me that I should 
go to Don Moore at Cambridge for an engine for my Mini. I took his 
advice and that Mini just flew. I won everything in it, totally wiping out 
the opposition who were in two-stroke DKWs.

In those days a driver could compete in both racing and rallying although 
I preferred racing as the preparation for a major rally took up so much 
time. I did Belgian national rallies from the start and in 1962 I did the 
Monte Carlo Rally in a Don Moore engined 1000cc Mini Cooper. Apart 
from the engine, I prepared the car and we finished 25th, a very good 
result for a private entrant. I naturally met the Abingdon team in Monte 
Carlo as I had done well in a BMC car, and started a good relationship 
with them. They gave me many spare parts over the years to keep 
my Minis competitive and never asked for any money. Any other team 
would have asked what they were going to get in return. But as long as I 
competed in BMC cars they were happy to support me.

During the 1960s I was just playing at rallying, but I seemed to get my best 
results that way. We were Rally Champions of Belgium in 1962 and 1963 and 
entered international rallies from 1962. My best year in international rallies 
was 1966 but we did have some bad luck. We did the Coupe des Alpes and 
were leading Group 1 against the Works Citroen driven by Lucien Bianchi. 
On the Quatre Chemins stage, the last of the rally, the throttle cable broke 
and I had to jam the carburetors open and drive using the ignition switch. We 
got to the end of the stage but the BMC mechanics took far too long trying 
to fit a new cable and we were excluded for being a minute late at the end 
of the next road section. I was so upset. Imagine losing for the sake of one 
minute after several thousand kilometres of driving. To make matters worse, 
Doug Watts was at the end of the next section and he opened the bonnet 
and fixed it perfectly in two minutes. If only he had been further back up the 
road we would have won the category.

I did the Coupe des Alpes again with Belgian Formula 1 driver Jackie Ickx 
as my co-driver. Jackie was wonderfully calm, a good thing in a co-driver, 
but he was terribly afraid of fire after a bad accident in his F1 car when he 
was trapped in the burning wreckage by his seatbelts. We were driving a 
970cc Cooper S, the best Mini Cooper ever made in my opinion, but the 
rear mounting on the gearshift broke on the rough stages allowing the 
engine to move and the throttle to stick open. Once again, we drove on 
the key with Jackie operating the ignition and me controlling the brakes 
and steering. We were trying to make up for lost time on a mountain 
section when we came to hairpin bend with a huge rock on the outside. 
We had no chance of getting round so I launched the car straight over the 
rock and down the mountainside. We came to a halt some way down the 
mountain and the car was full of dust after the accident. Jackie assumed it 
was smoke and got out of the car in record time. It took us several days 
to get the car recovered as it had to be pulled back over the boulder!
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Julien with his co driver Anthony Hedges celebrating their 
1st place and outright win of the 84 hour 1966 Marathon de 
La Route race in their MGB registered GRX 307D
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than Dunlops and had a slightly lower rolling resistance. This meant that our 
Mini had a slightly higher gearing than the others and was easier on fuel. We 
had fewer pit stops than the other Minis as a result and only had to come in 
after three hours for fuel, oil, tyres and to swop drivers. I did the first stint 
and got well into the lead but I noticed that the oil pressure was falling on 
corners. I brought the car into the pits and told the mechanic to top up the 
oil but he forgot. After a couple more laps we decided to get George, who 
was now driving, to bring the car back into the pits as we were still in the 
lead, and it wasn’t worth the risk of letting the car run out of oil and seize. 
George bought it in, we put in some oil and he went back out still in the 
lead, but now John Aley was gaining two seconds a lap on us. George did 
his best to keep ahead, but he overdid it and with only 15 minutes to go he 
rolled it at the right-hander after the pits. He was thrown clear of the car 
and was nearly run over by Cesare Fiorio who was driving for Lancia. The 
Cooper Car Company were mighty relieved that we had not embarrassed 
them. I heard that they had prepared a protest in case we beat them!

There was a terrible rumour that my Group 1 Mini was much faster 
than everyone else’s, started by Brian Culcheth after I beat him in 
the 1969 Tour de France Automobile. He wrote in Motoring News 
that my Group 1 Mini was ‘50mph faster’ than his Group 1 Mini. 
This was clearly impossible … 50mph faster? How could that be? 
I don’t know how he had the nerve to say that. His words went 
straight to my heart. The truth was that I had raced on the European 
circuits for many years and I knew just how to set up the car for 
each track. I managed to prepare that car myself except for the 
engine which was built by Cliff Humphries at Abingdon. He also built 
the engine in Brian’s car so they would have had the same power 
output. I used second-hand parts from Abingdon in my cars so they 
would already be run-in and they would go better than new cars.

You got so much sympathy from the crowd if you did well in a Mini. 
It was a David and Goliath situation. The Mini was so cheap and easy 
to prepare for competition too, and because of this there were many 
people who could drive it fast. To drive it to the limit however was a 
rare ability. I never used left foot braking for instance. I left that to the 
Finns so they were usually faster than me on the loose. I did 156 races 
in Minis and won 89 class prizes. After that I raced a Triumph Dolomite. 
It was a good car but it broke a lot – it just wasn’t the same!

© Peter Barker 2018
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I had many good races. Racing with John Cooper in the European Touring 
Car series in 1964 was a highlight and so was racing at Spa in the 24-hour 
race in a 1000cc Cooper with Paddy Hopkirk. In 1973 I won the Kent-
Castrol Cup in a Cooper S, a big series here in Europe. One race that does 
stick in my mind was the six hour race at Brands Hatch. I entered my own 
Cooper S and shared the driving with George Harris who was also my rally 
co-driver. We were running on Michelin X tyres that were just a bit bigger 

The two drivers again in the Marathon de La Route but this time 
in 1967 and with a Tony Fall as a third co driver. The three drove 
GRX 5D with a 970 engine to 2nd overall and 1st in Class

Julien in the pits on an 
Alex Moulton ‘Pit’ bike



Well, the event went really well with some great stages and the crowd 
that turned out was unbelievable, with most stages packed out with 
spectators including road controls - it really felt like being on the 
Lombard Rally of old.

We arrived at the Minehead lunch break control halt and I was 
introduced to Brian. We had lunch with him and chatted about the 
Porlock stage and how that had made him the master of the rally 
stage. Our time then arrived to start the stage and so Brian got 
behind the wheel. There was no drama or fuss he just felt for where 
everything was and set off through his home village showing me along 
the way his Hardwear shop and where he lives and a lovely moment 
was when his wife was waiting outside their home to take some 
photos as we drove past.

We arrived at the start of the hill and to be sat next to Brian, a much 
admired Works driver was exciting and a privilege and one I won’t 
forget. We got the countdown and we were off and what followed 
was an education in smooth controlled fast driving over the master’s 
Porlock stage. He was ‘Double declutching’, heal and toeing and 
driving with committed attack of the hill. Breathtaking we arrived at 
the finish to two massive smiles from driver and navigator - Brian had 
loved it.

On the run back down to his village we called past some of his mates to 
show them what he had just driven the hill in. His enthusiasm was one 
I will never forget. He told me tales of his career and how he had spent 
time with Whizzo at Silverstone.

To finish off the event Brian asked me to join him at the evening dinner 
which was an honour, and where he presented me his pace notes for 
the Porlock stage. I will always treasure these notes.

Brian Culcheth, thank you for making the event for me you are a 
gentleman and a great driver.

Ace

HONORARY MEMBERS’ COLUMN
By Andy Harrison
The Lombard Rally Bath
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We were asked by Tim Nash to enter the Lombard Rally Bath as 
course opening car zero in honour of Barrie Whizzo Williams 

which we did with pleasure.

When I arrived at the Hotel I was asked if it would be possible for Brian 
Culcheth to drive the Porlock Hill stage with me as navigator which I 
was delighted to say yes too.



Mini Cooper Register | 23Mini Cooper Register | 23

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270 

Peter Best Insurance Services Limited, 180 High Street,  
Kelvedon, Essex CO5 9JD

classic car 
insurance

PBIS specialises in classic car  
insurance, as well as insurance for 
other collectable classic vehicles.

We have been arranging insurance  
for your classics for over 30 years, so 

we know what is important to you.
 

Most of our classic policies include 
free agreed valuations, roadside  
assistance and recovery within  

UK/EU, limited mileage options and  
discounts for multiple car ownership.

visit: www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk 
email: info@classiccarinsurance.co.uk 

01376 574000
call now for an instant quote

ask us today about our 
classic car and bike  

insurance cover.

0342 PBIS Classic Mini Advert 297x105mm_Art.indd   1 13/10/2017   15:18
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Mini Cooper Register 
Bournemouth Weekend                                                           

25th January – 27th 
January 2019, Hinton 

Firs Hotel
Hi All

How quick a year has gone – and how soon the 
preparations of this weekend have come round.

Just a reminder for all who pre-booked from the 2018 
event if you haven’t already been contacted by the 
hotel for your deposit they should be in touch shortly 
or please make contact with the hotel on 01202 
555409 to pay your deposit, it will speed things up for 
the hotel and make the process easier for all.  A deposit 
of £25 per person will be required.

This means for all those who haven’t booked and are 
interested need to contact the hotel as any remaining 
rooms will be allocated on a first come first served 
basis from November 1st.

For those of you who haven’t yet experienced this 
weekend event please try and join us – it is a great 
way to meet up with fellow members in lovely 
surroundings and a scenic location – it certainly 
makes a refreshing change during otherwise 
miserable winter months.  I can guarantee you will 
enjoy it.

The weekend will take its usual format kicking off 
with a short road run on Saturday Morning ending 
at a place of local interest followed by a KWIZZ 
Saturday afternoon ahead of the candlelit dinner 
Saturday evening with a fundraising raffle with very 
generously donated prizes of which proceeds go 
to a nominated worthy cause followed by evening 
entertainment.  Then the weekend is finished on 
Sunday with a hearty breakfast and followed by 
a filling Sunday Lunch to fuel your tank for your 
journey’s home!!!  Whilst waiting for Sunday Lunch 
during the Sunday morning there will be a chance to 
take a stroll along the sea-front taking or relax in the 
hotel – whichever you prefer!!!  

Dress code for Saturday evening is as announced at this 
year’s event is black tie/formal wear but of course this 
is not at all compulsory but just adds to the experience 
of the weekend!!!!

If you have any queries or would like to contribute 
towards the weekend in any way or have any special 
requests – I always appreciate any volunteers who 
come forward to help make the weekend great for all 
of us please of course contact me on  
07950 753299 or 07910 901462.

Best Regards

Josh Bromage
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Rotodips 

I was interested in Nick Hunter's notes in the Cooper S Mk2 register 
about the Real Mini Company and can confirm the quality of the 
work done by them and, in particular, their bodywork guru, Les.

However, I was surprised by his reported comments which surmised 
that Longbridge and Cowley body treatment was difference, hence 
the presence of large holes for drainage. I was always under the 
impression that, by the time the Mini was in production, both the 
Oxford and Birmingham plants were fully up and running with the 
'Rotodip' process, which spun a completed body through a tank 
of phosphate and primer. The process was installed at Longbridge 
between July 1950 and January 1951, and then later in the 1950s 
at Cowley when the South Works E Block was built specifically to 
house this part of the body line. In 1966 a similar line was installed at 
the BMC production plant in Australia.

More details of the process, and the applications in Longbridge 
and Cowley, can be found on the pages shown below, but one 
requirement was large holes in the bulkhead and boot panels to 
allow the spit to pass through, support and spin the bodies as they 
followed the production line. 

There is no evidence that Mini bodies in Oxford and Birmingham 
were treated differently in this respect, hence my surprise at the 
comments made by a longer serving and experienced Cowley man. 
But then, like many things BMC in the 1950s and 60s, he could be 
right and the records wrong!

References to be found here:

http://www.bluestreaksix.com/austin1800/Page17.html     
   
(NB - the picture used in this article purports to show Austin 1800 
bodies in an Australian Rotodip; whereas they are obviously 1950s 
style Austin A55 Cambridges, so the picture must have been taken 
in Longbridge well before the process was introduced in Australia 
in 1966).

http://www.austinmemories.com/styled-34/index.html

https://www.aronline.co.uk/facts-and-figures/in-production/cowley/
in-production-cowley-timeline/

I hope that you and your readers find this of interest.

Richard Crowe 

LETTERS

2019 will mark 60 years since the launch of Alec Issigonis’s motoring 
icon and thus we are making plans to celebrate this momentous 
occasion, in conjunction with the National Motor Museum’s 
Beaulieu Spring Autojumble over the weekend of 18th and 19th 
May 2019, with a 60 car display covering the entire range of Mini 
production models plus related variants spanning 1959 to 2000.

In order for us to put on such a display we need Mini owners to 
volunteer their cars and, as the display description suggests, we 
are looking for all kinds of production Minis spanning the decades. 
Hence, there will only be enough room for one example of each 
type of car across the Saturday and Sunday of the event. 

We know that many MCR members have more than one Mini, so 
here are a few examples of the types of cars we would ideally like 
to include in this special display: 1959 Mini, Mini Super, 850 Saloon, 
Mini Super De Luxe, Mini Van, Pick-up, `Woody’ Estate, All Steel 
Estate, Riley Elf, Wolseley Hornet, Mini Moke, Mini Cooper and Mini 
Cooper S, Ex Works, Mini Clubman, Clubman Estate, 1275GT, Mini 
Mayfaair, Mini City, Coach-built (W&P, Radford,or Hooper),  Heinz 

57, Crayford, Rover Mini Cooper carburettor, SPi and MPi, Authi, 
Innocenti, Australian, South African, Mini 20, Mini 25,Mini 30, and Mini 
40. Within the above mix there will of course be MkI, MkII, MkIII, 
and 12 inch wheel variants. The list is not exhaustive, so if your car 
isn’t mentioned, don’t worry; we will welcome all 1959-2000 Minis 
to help us make up our sixty car quota. Display cars don’t have to be 
pristine as long as they are in a good and presentable condition and 
not customised beyond recognition of the base car.

The display is still in the planning process but we do need to gauge 
the level of interest from MCR members. We are also mindful that 
some display vehicle owners will only be able to attend for one day, 
hence the need for sufficient display cars to cover both days.  

So, if you are interested in participating in this special event with your 
Mini, then please email your details and a description of your car to John 
Parnell at the following address: minisixty2019@talktalk.net. The list of 
cars to be displayed will be drawn up on a first come first served basis, 
so please make it clear which day (Saturday, Sunday or both days) you 
wish to attend. More details will follow as our plans develop.

Mini 60 at the Spring 
Beaulieu Autojumble 
18th & 19th May 2019
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A family run business with over 40 years experience.

Whether you are looking to buy a Mini, sell a Mini or have 
your existing one serviced, repaired or restored. Cambridge 
Miniworks has it covered!

ABOUT CAMBRIDGE MINIWORKS

Cambridge Miniworks is passionate about keeping the icon alive. The 
Mini is a big part of our heritage, and we live and breathe this classic 
little car every day. We love seeing cars and their owners, coming from 
all walks of life. It’s been our driving force, and what’s enabled us to 
work with this classic car for more than 40 years.

WHAT WE DO?

Keeping Minis on the road. Building long-term relationships, across the 
UK and around the world. Giving honest, impartial advice and opinion, 
from over 40 years experience.

At Cambridge Miniworks, we strive to build long-term relationships 
with classic Mini owners across the UK, and around the world, and 
our business is build on recommendations from happy customers. 
Our showroom and workshop in Cambridge is equipped as the UK’s 
premier location for every aspect of keeping your Mini on the road, 
and we give honest, impartial advice and opinion. Get in touch with us 
today and see how we can help you.

Below is a small selection of our cars, please visit www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk to see more.

01223 841141

CAMBRIDGE
MINIWORKS

11 High Green, Great Shelford, Cambridgeshire, CB22 5EG   T: +44(0) 1223 841141   E: blake@mworks.co.uk   W: www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk
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September 2015’s issue of CooperWorld 
ran with Old Cooper Stuff’s short 50th 

anniversary feature for the Australian-
built Cooper S and showed the early sales 
brochure for the model. Here’s a little more 
insight into that and other giveaway sales 
aids BMC Australia employed during the 
car’s motor show and showroom life ‘Down 
Under’ from late 1965 through to 1971. 

There is some method to the madness of 
showing five brochures in the lead photo 
when, in reality, there were just three 
designs. Like the UK run of Mini brochures, 
there are variations, although the Australian 
effort is somewhat restrained compared to 
all the Austin and Morris variants pumped 
out by Nuffield Press. With there being so 
many, a list was published in BMC’s UK 
in-house ‘Salesman’ magazine to keep track 
of the promotional items available at any 
given time. 

The first grey ‘optical art’ four-page, plus 
foldout flap brochure (A/B) is the only 
‘stand alone’ Australian Cooper S brochure 
I’m aware of, and carries publication 
numbers of 1078 and 1084 respectively. 
I mention that, because most of the 
brochures relating to the Mini that I have, 
were sourced pre-internet at swap meets 
and even autojumbles in the UK, when 
visiting in the 90s. Since those days, my 
collecting focus has drifted elsewhere, so 
in the social media savvy world where we 
now find ourselves (and being a dinosaur, 
try to avoid where possible) it’s quite 
likely something’s been missed. That 
factory brochure wasn’t easy to find 30 
odd years ago and quite likely this may still 
be the case. However, it was reproduced 
in the Philippines (with many other car 
brochures) during the mid-1980s and sold 
through a Melbourne book shop with the 
publication number 1014 on it.  

The large format 12 page brochure (C) 
incorporates the Standard, De Luxe, Mini-
Matic and Cooper S, and dates from the 
last quarter of 1967 when there were a 
few tweaks to the range. The most obvious 
of these were the interior design change 
and when the Matic was introduced to the 
Australian market. 

The loud and proud Mini K 1100 brochures 
(D) dates from just prior to that model’s 
announcement in May 1969 and the (E) 
version April 1970. Both run to eight pages 
including the cover, with the Mini 1100 
Standard, Cooper S and Matic also adorning 
photos and/or text within.

Stephen Dalton

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

From the ‘stand alone’ Cooper S brochure no.1078 (A) shows 1965 Monte-
winning, AJB 44B and the prototype Aussie Cooper S. The engine bay shows 
numerous variations to production

No.1084 (B) version is an early 1967 reprint of the ‘optical art’ brochure with 
Rauno Aaltonen replacing AJB 44B



Mini Cooper Register | 27

The whole rear cover specifications of No.1078 for Morris Cooper S

From the late 1967 twelve-page brochure. As far as I’m aware the only published factory colour 
photo of an Aussie Mk1 S engine bay (that had several tweaks during production)

The first ‘BMC Australia - a division of British Leyland Motor 
Corporation of Australia Pty Limited’ Mini K brochure shows the 
popular colour scheme of Indigo Blue/Snow White Mk1S with a few 
competitions in the Southern Cross, Bathurst & ill-fated RAC Rally

While this ‘British Leyland Motor Corporation of Australia Limited - Austin 
Morris Division’ Mini K brochure shows what appears to be a Connaught 
Green Mk 2 S, interestingly with an accessory driver door weather shield 
and non-factory Dunlop D1 wheels lurking under the factory Mk 2 S flares 

On the Specs page of No.1084 under 
‘Security’ warranty changed by 50% 
reduction to 6 month or 6,000 miles pasted 
over the original
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TECHNICAL TOPICS −
Petrol/diesel has, in the past, been just that, petrol/diesel, but one 

aspect not touched on in my other articles is the addition of ethanol 
or what is known as Bio-fuel, into these standard fuels. Ethanol, as 
a fuel, has been around for many years and indeed the original Ford 
model T was designed to run on ethanol and not petrol.

Background

Ethanol can be produced from biomass such as sugar cane (mainly in 
Latin America), wheat and sugar beet (mainly in Europe), corn (mainly 
in the United States), and other grains. The production of ethanol from 
biomass involves fermentation and distillation. Renewable energy like 
ethanol accounts for 3.0% of global energy consumption, but the trend 
is to increase the use of this sort of bio fuel (according to BP Statistical 
Review of World Energy, 2015). But why do we use the stuff you may 
ask? Well, the idea is to reduce the world’s dependency on fossil fuels, 
to provide countries with a buffer against fluctuating oil prices and to 
increase the world’s green footprint.

There is an EU directive on renewable fuels, as you would expect, 
directive EU 2009/30/EC, which requires 10% of energy used 
in transport to be from renewable sources by 2020. Biofuels will 
contribute significantly to meeting this transport target, particularly in 
the period till 2020, as other options are limited, due to lead in time 
for technological and market development i.e. electric cars. The UK 
currently incentivises the supply of renewable energy through the 
Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation (RTFO) which sets a target for 
increasing the amount of biofuel usage in transport. 

So, like it or not, the fuel we buy these days will contain a percentage of 
ethanol as part of our biofuel petrol and diesel blend. This percentage 
is growing from a starting point of 5%, in the UK, and will continue to 
increase to 10% then 14% in the future. See figure 1.

In the UK as we can see the percentage of ethanol has been steadily 
rising, and by 2019 it will be almost at 10% and is projected to increase 
further to just over 14% by 2032. Outside of the UK most countries, 
including Europe, are at a 10% level now, and that is for both petrol 
and diesel. Japan however, is the exception holding levels to 3% at the 
moment. In the USA, again, 10% is the norm, but they do have what is 
known as, ‘flexible fuel’ vehicles that can use up to 15% ethanol. These 

vehicles are mainly used in the Mid West. In Brazil, a long time ethanol 
user, they use a bio blend of between 10 - 28%. However, specially 
adapted vehicles can even use up to 85% ethanol and these are used in 
parts of the USA and Brazil.

So how does ethanol compare with pure 100% petrol? Well, ethanol is 
not as energy dense for a start. This means there is not so much power 
(about 66%) in a litre of ethanol as there is in a litre of petrol. Increasing 
the percentage of ethanol will reduce an engine’s power by say 3%, and 
increase overall fuel consumption. Emissions will slightly reduce, but fuel 
additive packages will help minimise any reduction in performance. As 
a consequence the fuel mixture on carburettor cars will be leaner, and 
if not adjusted this could cause drivability problems, especially in hot 
weather. There is also a possibility of carburettor icing when humidity is 
over 77% and the temperature falls below -3°C to -12°C

The ethanol effect

Ethanol is hydroscopic, that is it will absorb water. There are two 
factors that may cause an increase in Microbiological Contamination 
(MBC) Hydroscopic properties - ethanol blends can contain very 
much more dissolved water than petroleum petrol.  However, if an 
ethanol blend containing dissolved water is blended with petrol, or if 
the temperature of the fuel drops, the dissolved water may fall out of 
the solution creating an environment suitable for MBC growth.  MBC 
can affect the fuel system because MBC needs free water and fuel to 
grow, and if water is allowed to collect in tank bottoms etc, the MBC 
will grow at the fuel water interface forming a mat or film similar in 
appearance to slime (see youtube). MBC can also develop in different 
forms to produce sulphate reducing bacteria (SRB) that results in very 
corrosive hydrogen sulphide. 

Ethanol also enhances the solvent properties of petrol in petrol/
ethanol blends. Fuel system deposits that were previously stable may 
loosen, causing fuel filter blockage. In some cases where ethanol is not 
compatible with material present in the fuel system, the material itself 
can be attacked. For example, the stripping off of fuel tank sealant, 
stripping off of interior fuel tank protective plating and extraction of 
binding agent from glass fibre reinforced fuel tanks. 

Ethanol has a high conductivity compared to hydrocarbons and if 
electrically dissimilar metals are present, galvanic corrosion may occur. 
There is a potential for galvanic corrosion in fuel systems containing any 
electronically dissimilar metals, such as carburettor/injector components 
containing brass and zinc. There have been reports, in the past, from 
the US and Australia, of corrosion in Amal carburettors where bronze 
is in contact with zinc. The corrosion occurs when the vehicle is placed 
into storage with an undrained fuel system. After only a few weeks 
corrosion produces a fine white powder that can block the carburettor 
jets. This problem was solved some years ago by modification to the 
carburettor materials, see below.

For the classic car user if you keep the fuel fresh, and use the car regularly, 
there should not be a corrosion problem. If you are considering storing 
a car for 12 months or more without using it, or starting the engine 
intermittently, then it would be prudent to drain the fuel from the fuel 
tank and drain as much as possible from the carburettors.

Ethanol blended petrol or diesel will also attack rubber hoses, 'O' rings, 
needle valves and gaskets, anything it comes into contact with, even 
if the fuel is kept fresh and the vehicle regularly used. The rubber will 
harden, and then eventually crack possibly causing fuel leaks. To combat 
this problem vehicle manufacturers have changed the specification of 
these rubber components sometime before or during the early 2000’s. 
The alternative rubber compound widely used is a DuPont synthetic 
rubber called Viton ©. There are several types of Viton © depending 
on the application, they will resist ethanol degrading and can withstand 
temperature of 200 °C.

System fuel leaks are notoriously difficult to track down because 
when the engine is stopped and the pump not pumping the leak will 

By Richard Pengelly 
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Ethanol in fuel

Figure 1, UK  Bio fuel levels



often just evaporate, especially within the engine compartment. It is 
recommended that fuel systems are checked every 2 years for leaks 
and rubber hose and gasket deterioration. Any hoses that show signs of 
hardening should be replaced and if seals are of a similar age they should 
be replaced as a precaution at the same time.

Whilst writing this article I thought it would be a good idea to 
change the 11 years old braided rubber hoses in and around my 
fuel tanks and to and from my SU fuel pump. The hoses looked OK 
externally apart from appearing a little stiff with age. On stripping 
back the braid I found the hose underneath full of longitudinal 
and radial splits (see figures 2A, 2B & 2C). These splits were 
approximately 1.0mm deep into the 2.0mm thick pipe wall. The 
internal wall of the hose seemed to be in good condition it was the 
external more highly stressed surface that split. I was surprised how 
much these rubber hoses had deteriorated and they seemed to be 
close to failure but concealed within the braided outer cover. As a 
result of this discovery l changed all hoses and components within 
the cars fuel system.

The UK’s Department of Transport have been aware that on the 
one hand they are promoting increases in ethanol (see figure 1) and 
on the other hand there will be a legacy of vehicles not resistant to 
its effects Figure 3, which is their Chart 1, and it also shows their 
vehicle life span estimate. Of the 2,500,000 vehicles on the road in 
2011 virtually none of them is projected to be on the road by 2025 - a 
life span of some 14 years. The exception to this being classic cars, 
where the estimated numbers still on the road are projected to remain 
constant at about 250,000. These cars are vulnerable to rubber fuel 
component deterioration if these parts are not updated, as seen on 
the fuel lines of my own car.

We know classic cars will run on ethanol blended petrol/diesel, although 
they might need a slight re-tune to maintain peak performance, but 
getting an engine to run is not the whole answer to the issue. Armed 
with this information I went to see Mark Burnett, Managing Director 
of Burlen Ltd, the manufacturers of SU and Amal carburettors down in 
Salisbury to see what he had to say on the subject.

Burlen Ltd and the SU carburettor

In the early 2000’s Burlen understood there could be a problem with 
increased levels of ethanol fuel blends. Some items were changed 
then, but most material changes to combat the effects of ethanol were 
instigated in or around 2010 and that date has significant implications for 
SU carburettored classic cars.

Let’s start at the fuel tank and work our way to the engine.

Fuel hoses
These were changed to ethanol resistant hose in about 2010 and are 
marked in their catalogue as such see figure 4. This includes braded 
hose and rubber fuel hose. Braided hoses are a significant problem 
as the braid conceals the rubber hose beneath. Also included as 
at risk, are SPI and MIP fuel hose rubber components which were 
designed prior to 1995. If the hose on your car has become hard, 
the chances are, it is deteriorating from the outside inwards. 
Certainly, if the hose is older than 10 years (2018 at the time of 
writing) it will be due for replacement.

SU fuel pumps
One of the early Burlen changes was to the SU fuel pump diaphragm. 
This was changed from a two layer component to a single layer ethanol 
resistant component. If the pump appears to be sluggish then the 
diaphragm is probably on its way out. If the diaphragm splits it will leak 
fuel, but prior to that it will just get sluggish. Again, if your fuel pump 
diaphragm is more than 10 years old it will probably need changing.

Needle valves
These components are prefixed in the Burlen catalogue with a 'V' to 
designate they are Viton ® tipped see figure 4. Again the design was 
made more ethanol robust at the same time.
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Figure 2A  Bio degraded fuel pipe

Figure 2B  Bio degraded fuel pipe

Figure 2C Bio degraded fuel pipe

Figure 3, non compatible bio fuel cars

Figure 4 Steel Braded Ethanol Resistant Fuel hose

Figure 5 Viton tiped needle valve and gaskets



Floats 
There is a new range of floats replacing the original plastic floats (see figure 
6) called 'StayUp Floats' (see figure 7). These are ethanol proof, black, 
made from closed cell puncture proof foam material. With the brass floats 
ethanol attacked the solder, subsequently leading to failure over time.

Jets and needles
The needle jet and the needle material has been changed to Nickel 
Silver in around 2010, to make these ethanol proof along with other 
wet side SU components see figure 8.

HIF carburettors
These types of carburettors which have the float below the carburettor 
body sealed with an 'O' ring are particularly vulnerable, as the float sits 
directly above the exhaust manifold. Float chamber fuel containment is 
100% dependent on the integrity of the 'O' ring.

Conclusion

It is not the aim of this article to make the reader feel the need 
to go out and replace fuel system hoses, pump diaphragms, valves 
floats and gasket. Rather examine, or if you are not sure get a 
qualified garage fitter, to check everything is OK and leak proof. 
Components don't just fail; they deteriorate over time, before 
they fail. The good news is ethanol resistant components are now 
currently available to update your classic car. If your fuel system 
components are over 10 years old you can be sure they are not 
ethanol proof sufficiently for current ethanol fuel blends, so be 
vigilant and stay safe.
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Figure 8 Bias needle

Figure 6 Original float 
WZX 1300

Figure 7, StayUp float  
WZX 1304
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Hall Trophy Rally HRCR Mini Sport Cup 
By Cara Jackson

COMPETITION

The weekend saw 14 of our Mini crews take on the Blyton Park test 
venue in Lincolnshire to compete in the Hall Trophy Rally for the 8th 

and final round of the 2018 HRCR Mini Sport Cup. Competing over 10 
stages of smooth asphaalt, our Mini crews were met with wet and slippery 
conditions on Saturday morning, but luckily no rain! The skies brightened, 
and the competition got off to a strong start with multiple crews tied for 
final positions. The crews also had the added bonus of our servicing all 
together at this event, thanks to the fantastic organisation by Clitheroe & 
District Motor Club, just adding to the enjoyment for everyone involved.

One of the crews in joint position to conquer MC2, Jim Brindle/
Jacqueline Parkinson ended their campaign for the win after Stage 2, 
having lost a valve mid-stage, forcing them to retire.

It was a truly unfortunate event for Andy Walkingshaw/Ryan Taylor, 
after months of hard work prepping his Mini to get back out, (after an 
accident on Solway it was feared Andy wouldn't manage to return this 
year), the crew were forced to retire after Stage 8 with a blown head 
gasket. Andy went on to say that, “we made a cautious start but I was 
re-gaining confidence as the day went on. All day we were swapping 
positions with Peter Ellerby, with just a few seconds between us and 
competing for third in class.” Noticing they were having engine trouble, 
following a compression check it quickly became apparent to Andy that 
the head gasket had blown – “We had a great day though and I was 
pleased to get the car back out before the end of the season.”

Peter Ellerby/Victoria Swallow finished the rally - the first finish of the 
season for Peter after several spells of bad luck, but it wasn't without 
issue... Having only had his engine back a mere two days before the rally, 
it was a big rush to get everything prepared in time, finishing the rally in 
a cloud of smoke, it turned out Peter and Victoria’s rocker cover was 
leaking oil, and the water cooler was leaking too! However, Peter has said 
he was delighted to get a result, and finished 3rd MC2 and 7th overall.

Louise Thomas/Heidi Woodcock had another consistent rally, noting 
that it was a very slippery start, but that thankfully the course dried 

up as the day progressed. Thanking the organisers and marshals, 
Louise went on to add that, “the event was so well organised, we 
particularly loved the night stages - but we couldn’t compete if 
the marshals and recovery crews didn't do what they do best, and 
I hope they know that their support is greatly appreciated!” The 
girls had great fun whilst out competing, and the experience for the 
team was made that much sweeter by finishing 5th MC4 and 11th 
overall, resulting in the MC4 win for 2018 and 2nd place overall in 
the Championship!

Shane Gamble/Bob Ward closest competition after Jim & Jackie retired 
was Clive & Anton, pushing to take seconds out of their rivals, Shane & 
Bob were setting great times. Even catching an Escort in Stage, Shane 
flashed his lights, for the Escort to allow them past, yet accidentally 
flicked a different switch entirely and turning the fuel pump off! Rolling 
over the finish line, it was back to service when it clicked what had 
happened. Issue solved, the pair were on the last bend of the Stage, 
when one of the brake discs broke in one piece, meaning it was just 
spinning round. Thankfully for Shane & Bob, they managed to borrow 
one from Jim, finishing 2nd MC2 and 4th overall. Shane commented 
that, “we've thoroughly enjoyed this season!”

Craig King/Clare Bird had already secured themselves the Cat 3 win 
in the OldSTAGER Championship out on the Cheviot after taking 
it steady, so they decided to have a 'bit of a go' for Hall Trophy... 
Feeling a knocking on Stage 1 when speeding round corners, Craig & 
Clare knew something was wrong, back in service, it turned out to 
just be a loose shock absorber mount - luckily a quick fix! Following 
on from Stage 3, the crew noticed a little oil on the engine that by 
the end of Stage 4 had got worse - the oil cooler was leaking. By the 
end of Stage 5, there was oil everywhere and there was no choice 
but to change the oil cooler - with only 20 minutes for service, it 
was going to be extremely tight! Craig added that, “Luckily Mini 
Sport’s mechanic (and service crew for John & Martin Cressey) 
Michael was on hand, and went from helping to basically doing the 
whole job. So a big thank-you to him!” With Michael swapping over 
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COMPETITION

the oil cooler in time, Craig & Clare were back out with no issues, 
thoroughly enjoying the rally and revelling in the final two Stages - in 
darkness! The few issues didn't cost Craig & Clare too much, as they 
finished with their highest result to date - 4th MC2 and 8th overall! 
Unfortunately, Craig's Mini has only been loaned to him for the 
season, which has now got to be returned. But we're sure this won't 
be the last we see of Craig & Clare!

It was a shaky start for Jeff Robinson before he even sat in the driver's 
seat. His navigator was suddenly called in to work, luckily for Jeff, it 
was Colin McDowell to the rescue! We haven't seen much of Colin 
this year, since he suffered a nasty accident (not whilst rallying!) earlier 
in the year - that left him with two broken ankles, so it was great to 
have him back out with us. Although Colin still isn't 100%, and was 
hobbling around the service area - it obviously hasn't affected his 
navigating skills, as Jeff & Colin proved to be an unstoppable pairing! 
Consistently nearing the top of the time sheets each stage, despite the 
Mini not handling too well, this is the first rally that Jeff has finished 
since 1998. “If you had told me beforehand I would be running near 
the top of the time sheets I wouldn't have believed it. I'm absolutely 
delighted!”  Fantastic result for Jeff & Colin who finished 2nd MC4 and 
3rd overall!

The pressure was on for Clive King/Anton Bird, with Jim & Jackie 
and Shane & Bob the closest contenders for MC2 both this rally, and 
overall for the Championship final position. Clive & Anton were quick 
enough to shave seconds off both crews from the off, with Clive 
noting that, “the new engine is revving absolutely fantastic! In fact, we 
may even have to fit a rev limiter!” However, a few stages in, Clive 
& Anton changed up to 4th on a 90 left in to a corner, costing them 
valuable seconds. Still just lying ahead, the pair pushed on, suffering 
with a double spin on a flat bend, having likely hit some oil. It wasn't 
the only spin for Clive & Anton though, as they also ended up having 
a spin in the exact same spot as John Cressey/Martin Cressey did, 
subsequently stalling and not being able to reach the ignition, Clive 
had to loosen his belt to reach and get the Mini going again. Loosing 
time on this, Clive & Anton still managed to pip Jeff & Colin to 2nd 
overall, by just 1 second! Also bagging the MC2 win in the process, 
Clive joking that, “we couldn't catch John, someone needs to tell him 
he should be slowing down at his age!”

John Cressey/Martin Cressey were the leading the Minis from the 
off, with the car running faultlessly all day - John went on to say of 
their performance that, “we were perhaps a little exuberant on 
Stage 4. We scattered the Stage furniture all over! We went back 



34 | www.minicooper.org

and had another go in Stage 6 too. All-in-all a fantastic day though, 
with a good solid class battle and only a few seconds between 
the 1400s on event - we were even out-breaking the Subarus and 
BMWs. Big thanks go to Mini Sport - I only borrow the Mini, and 
hopefully put it back in the trailer in the same condition it came 
out!” Fantastic result for John & Martin who finished 1st MC4 and 
1st overall, a result that has solidified them as 2nd overall for the 
2019 Championship!

Well done John & Martin!

The generous Yokohama prize of two regulation tyres, used throughout 
the Championship, was awarded to Louise Thomas.

Retirements:
Jim Brindle/Jacqueline Parkinson – Stage 2
Andy Walkingshaw/Ryan Taylor – Stage 8

MC2
1st – Clive King/Anton Bird
2nd – Shane Gamble/Bob Ward
3rd – Peter Ellerby/Victoria Swallow

MC4
1st – John Cressey/Martin Cressey
2nd – Jeff Robinson/Colin McDowell
3rd – Rick Ford/Paul Davenport

O/a
1st – Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill
2nd – John Cressey/Martin Cressey
3rd – Clive King/Anton Bird

Provisional Championship Awards:

Overall 
Ray Cunningham & Jared Gill

MC1
1st Ken Pryce & Don James

MC2
1st Clive King & Anton Bird
2nd Shane Gamble & Bob Ward

MC3
1st David Evans. There is no qualifying co driver.

MC4
1st Louise Thomas & Heidi Woodcock
2nd John Cressey & Martin Cressey
 
Junior Mini Sport Cup
Jack Hartley
 
The full provisional results table for all of our Mini crews can be found below.

We've reached the end of the 2018 Mini Sport Cup, however in just 15 
weeks; the 2019 HRCR Mini Sport Cup will kick off with the AGBO 
Historic Stages Rally inWeston Park, Shropshire!

Cara Jackson 

Photos by Ben Walkingshaw and  
John & Elaine Hunt

COMPETITION
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COMPETITION

Part 1

The chance to rally a Mini around a magnificent private country estate is rare, but it was 
certainly enjoyed to the full by competitors in this year's Northumberland Borders Rally.

It all began with Scrutineering and Signing On for crews in the now familiar surroundings of Vallum 
near Heddon-on-the-Wall.  Amongst the sixteen entries were Graeme Cornthwaite and Ali Procter 
chasing their fifth win together, and Steve Entwistle and Andy Pullan who won the event in 2017.  
Steve and Andy had again been fortunate to be loaned Paddy Hopkirk’s Pirelli Classic Marathon 
winning Cooper S 6 EMO, while fellow experts, Andy Harrison and Peter Scott’s first experience 
of the ‘Borders’ was to be in 120 MNP, the S that the late Barrie Williams took to victory on the 
1964 Welsh Rally, and the first international win for the marque.  In the Newcomer class, Keith 
Proudfoot and James Heron were back to defend the title they had won the last year. Meanwhile, 

on the Tynedale Rally, the novice event that runs 
alongside the Borders, there were no particular 
favourites, any of the crews on it being in with 
a chance of success.  Ahead of the field lay nine 
timed Special Tests on private land followed 
by 90 mile of ‘plot and bash’ navigational rally, 
mainly on OS map 81 (Alnwick & Morpeth) but 
also parts of maps 87 (Hexham & Haltwistle) 
and 75 (Berwick-upon-Tweed).  The exception 
was novices on the Tynedale Rally who had a 60 
mile route.

From Vallum, a neutral section took crews 
in a southerly direction, via the A1 around 
Newcastle, to a private estate near Chester-le-
Street in County Durham for the tests.  There 
were three test layouts altogether, each of 
which was to be tackled three times, giving nine 
tests in total.  The first, on a challenging mix 
of gravel, grass and tarmac surfaces, started 
just in front of the main gates of a castle on 
the estate.  Crews then turned left and up the 
tarmac drive skirting the castle before taking 
another left into what appeared, at first glance, 
to be a large field but it was actually an old car 
park. After traversing up and down the various 
gravel tracks serving it, crews then had two 
runs through an area used to stockpile timber 
from the estate.  For added fun, there was 
also a sharp right hand turn into this area best 
negotiated using the handbrake. 

Showing their intentions straight away were 
Cornthwaite/Procter, with a best performance of 
2m 58s on this test.  Not far behind them though 
on 3m 2sec were local duo Peter Metcalfe and 
Guy Wickham, with Stephen Reynolds and 
Stuart Lamb a second slower in third.  Had both 
Entwistle/Pullan and Harrison/Scott not picked 
up 30 second penalties for failing to properly stop 
astride before turning into the car park, it might 
have been a different story. 

A short and scenic drive through the estate 
then took crews to the second test of the day, 
which was set out on the gravel tracks of an 
old wildlife park. The test required crews to 
do two runs around a circular route in front 
of the test start before turning through a gate 

By Niall Cook
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Stephen Reynolds and Stuart Lamb’s 1960 Mini 
Minor in full flight on test 2 - the old wildlife park     

New pairing of Thomas Robinson and Lynsey 
Procter take on the challenge of ticket office test     

Car park stage plan
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COMPETITION

Position Car no. Driver Club Navigator Club Car Registration Class Time

1 2 Graeme Cornthwaite KLMC Ali Procter H Morris Mini MNW 124F Expert 24:23

2= 1 Steve Entwistle MCR/HRCR Andy Pullman I Morris Cooper S 6 EMO Expert 24:40

2= 5 Peter Metcalfe W Guy Wickham W Austin Mini WTC 111D Expert 24:40

4 7 Stephen Reynolds MCR Stuart Lamb MCR Morris Mini Minor RFO 872 Expert 25:11

5 14 David Dickinson MCR Stuart Watson MCR Austin Mini A583 KNB Novice 25:37

6 13 Luke Carroll MCR Neil Kinch MCR/Mo Austin Mini 6604 KF Novice 26:20

7 10 Richard Derrick MCR Robert Duley MCR Auston CooperS FFM 931H Newcomer 26:44

8 12 Matthew Smith HRCR Richard Clark HRCR Morris Cooper S PVW 885D Newcomer 26:47

9 15 Thomas Robinson MCR Lynsey Procter H Morris Cooper HBE 790D Novice 26:50

10 9 Keith Proudfoot MCR James Heron MCR Rover Cooper A13 UYR Newcomer 27:02

11 11 Andy Brookes HRCR Nick Pullan I Austin Cooper CLH 288H Newcomer 27:05

12 3 Andy Ace Harris MCR Peter Scott I Austin Cooper S 120 MNP Expert 27:19

13 4 Jonathan Swales M/HRCR David Boyes M/HRCR Austin Mini OPL 972L Expert 27:32

14 8 Sally Ann Hewitt HE Mark Lewis HE BL Mini Clubman SDC 383M Expert 29:56

15 6 Barry Bradley MCR Stewart Lawrence MCR Auston Mini OAS 944 Expert 43:48

DNS 16 Dick Wilkinson MCR Janet Wilkinson MCR Morris CooperS GPK 101J Novice N/A

Positions after leg 1 - the tests

Key to clubs:  
MCR Mini Cooper Register 
KLMC Kirkby Lonsdale MC 
H Hadrian MSC 
HE Hexham MC 

I Ilkley Motor Club 
W Whickham DMC 
HRCR Historic Rally Car Register 
M Malton MC 
Mo Morecambe MC

and continuing on through the old wildlife park.  Much of this test was 
on gravel but, with a layer of moss on top through lack of use, grip was 
hard to find.  Here Harrison/Scott immediately made up for their mistake 
on the previous test by posting an astonishingly quick time of 3m 45s, as 
did Entwistle/Pullan in second with 3m 53s. Grabbing third, with a time a 
further six seconds adrift, were Richard Derrick and Robert Duley. 

Another link section then took crews to the third and final test layout.  
Set out on a large area of gravel by the old ticket office for the wildlife 
park, this was altogether a different kind of test - shorter, more intricate 
and requiring more precise car control.  After passing through some 
livestock pens, crews did a 360 around a cone before traversing around 
two more cones spaced some distance apart.  After doing another 360 
around a different cone, they then had to loop back and forth between 
two lines of cones before reaching the test finish.  As these cones 
were set very close together, this again required effective use of the 
handbrake to set a good time.  Quickest here, after a relatively modest 
performance on the previous test, were Cornthwaite/Procter posting a 
time of 1m 20s, with Entwistle/Pullan only a couple of seconds behind 
them in second.  In third, by the same margin, with a similarly flowing 
and efficient run, were Metcalfe/Wickham. 

With the first three tests out of the way, crews then made their way 
back to the start of the first test in order to do two repeat runs of each 
of the tests and hopefully better their original performances. These 
remaining tests saw the honours for top spot shared between Harrison/
Scott and Cornthwaite/Procter, the former posting best performances 
on tests 4, 5 & 7 and the latter, 6, 8 & 9.  Entwistle/Pullan and Metcalfe/
Wickham generally filled the remaining top three places on each test. 
However, a typically entertaining flamboyant drive saw novices Luke 
Carroll and Neil Kinch match Metcalfe and Wickham's time to grab 
equal second with them on test 4. Reynolds/Lamb’s strong performance 
on test 8 also secured them another second place.

The results for the first leg of the rally, announced in the rest break back 
at Vallum, showed Cornthwaite/Procter in top spot on 24m 23s of time 
penalties, with Entwiste/Pullan and Metcalfe/Wickham in equal second 
seventeen seconds adrift at 24m 40s.  Languishing in twelfth place, after 
an unfortunate issue with the starter motor on their car on test 8, were 
Harrison/Scott.  Another crew falling foul of car troubles were Barry 
Bradley and Stewart Lawrence who had headed home after test 5 in order 
to replace a leaking water pump on their car.  Derrick/Duley also found 
themselves having to effect repairs to a broken engine steady on their 
Cooper S in order to keep their hopes of a Newcomer class win alive. At 
this stage, they were highest placed crew in that class and in seventh overall 
on 26m 44s, while Davy Dickinson and Stuart Watson were best placed 
novices plus a very impressive fifth overall, with 25m 37s of penalties.

Niall Cook
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Graeme Cornthwaite and Ali Procter in 
sideways action on the old car park test     

Ben Webb’s 2010 Alpine Rally winning Austin 
Cooper S ran course car on the tests     

Andy Harrison and Peter Scott were quick in 120 MNP 
but lost time on test 8 with a starter motor problem

D
ow

nt
on

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

D
ow

nt
on

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

N
ia

ll 
C

oo
k



RAC Rally of the Tests
By Neil Johnson

COMPETITION

Steve Entwistle scored a unique hat-trick when he won his class on 
the RAC Rally of The Tests for the third year running. The highly-

rated Mini man from Rishton, near Blackburn, also finished third 
overall on the gruelling four-day event, acknowledged as the toughest 
regularity rally in the UK.

Entwistle and navigator Ali Procter, from Newcastle-Upon-Tyne,  were 
piloting 6 EMO, the famous Mini Cooper S owned by rally legend Paddy 
Hopkirk, and used by him to win the 1990 Pirelli Classic Marathon. The 
pair spent the entire event locked in a three-way battle for victory with 
Paul Wignall and Mark Appleton in an Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint and 
the Volvo PV544 of Dan Willan and Martyn Taylor.

So close was the result that less than a minute separated the top three 
crews after 33 tests, 20 regularities, including two timed-to-the-second 
control sections, spanning 750 miles across England and Wales.

Entwistle and Procter were in brilliant form, leading after the first 
and second legs, only slipping to third place on the last day. Despite 
the disappointment, Entwistle, who rallies his own Mini – the famous 
ex-Roy Mapple Orangebox – was still very happy with the result. 
“Changes to the regulations this year meant that, for the first time, cars 

built before 1968 were eligible for overall results and I really wanted 
outright victory,” he said. “But once I’d realised that I wasn’t going to 
win, I consoled myself with the fact that I was beaten by two of the best 
historic crews out there – and we did get our class win.”

Entwistle and Procter signalled their intentions on the Thursday night 
Prologue section, which was based around Harrogate, finishing third overall 
after the two tests and two regularities. “We knew we had to be fast from 
the off, because of the class penalty system. If you didn’t win, penalties 
were added to your overall time on a sliding scale, depending on where 
you finished,” explained Entwistle. “The bigger and more competitive 
classes, such as ours, with seven quick Minis and three Lotus Cortinas, 
faced a much bigger challenge than those crews in smaller classes.”

Day one, from Harrogate to the East Midlands saw the pair continue 
their fine opening  form, starting with second quickest overall  - to a 
Porsche 911 – at the Harewood hillclimb course near Leeds and fastest 
overall at Fulbeck  kart circuit. That stunning show of speed – coupled 
with a string of top three times on regularities – left them leading the 
field by a slender nine seconds going into day two, which led crews 
from the East Midlands into Shropshire, the Welsh Borders and South 
Wales before the overnight halt at Newport.

Again, Entwistle and Procter were quickest out of the blocks, posting the 
fastest time at Curborough sprint course, beating a host of Porsche 911s 
and Alfa Romeos. But then they had a slight setback at the next test, as 
Entwistle explained: “6 EMO is usually extremely reliable, but we had a 
problem with a loose front wheel hub at the Ditton Priors, which is an 
ex-Naval armaments depot, and the roads around the base are notoriously 
muddy and slippery. “It wasn’t helped by us having tarmac tyres on instead 
of gravel, we were going quite well until 6 EMO got into a real ‘tank slapper’ 
slide – on the straight! After that, I decided to back off a bit, or we’d be in 
the ditch.” But they bounced back with a storming drive, finishing in the top 
three of five of the day’s seven regularities, including equal fastest through 
the German Village on Epynt with a Dutch Porsche 911.

The leg culminated in a timed-to-a-second section at Caerwent military 
camp, with ten time controls, ten passage checks and 65 junctions 
in ten miles, all held in complete darkness. And the pair finished one 
minute quicker than the rest of the field – a performance described by 
rally organisers HERO in their daily bulletin as ‘simply stunning’.
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Car 39 and the blue Mini of Bill Cleyndert/Dan Harrison

Car 77 Owen Turner and Andy Ballantyne
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That was enough for the Mini men to go into the final day with a four-
second lead over Wignall and Appleton, ahead of them lay ten tests and 
six regularities crammed into 250 miles in South West England.

But it was at Worthy Farm, home to Galstonbury that Entwistle and 
Procter saw their lead slip away – literally. “It was very muddy, with 
grip at a premium, and we knew we were losing time to the others,” 
he said. “We weren’t as competitive on the following regularities, and 
for several of the top crews it was ‘home territory’ which can gain 
you vital seconds.

“By lunchtime, we had dropped to third and we knew the game was 
up. All I could do was give 110% and hope the others would stumble.”

He did it in fine style too, clinching fastest time overall on the very last 
test of the rally at Castle Combe race circuit. Using part of the track 
and the access roads, Entwistle admitted to seeing 90mph on the gravel 
sections, which left navigator Procter tightening his seat belts!

“It was a superb event, superbly organised by HERO, the Historic 
Endurance Rally Organisation. Ali was simply brilliant on the maps, and 
6 EMO was fantastic, drawing the crowds wherever we went. “I’d 
like to thank Mini Sport of Padiham, who look after the car for Paddy 
Hopkirk, and Mini Sport’s MD Chris Harper for making it all happen, 
and, of course Paddy for his unbelievable generosity.

“A third class win and third overall is a really good result, but, I think we 
still have unfinished business!”
 
Neil Johnson
Results:
1: Paul Wignall/Mark Appleton (Alfa Romeo Giulietta) 0.09.18s
2: Dan Willan/Martyn Taylor (Volvo PV544) 0.09.40s
3: Steve Entwistle/Ali Procter (Mini Cooper S) 0.10.08s

Steve and Ali at the finish arch Pe
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Car 28 Peter and Douglas Humphrey Kevin Haselden and Gary Evans in car 65

Car 27 steve Entwistle and Ali Procter 
in Paddy Hopkirk’s 6 EMO
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Works 850s

I’m sure, along with almost everyone 
else, there is little known on these 
early trail blazers. The Mini was, 
when it first came out, looked on 
with derision from most at Abingdon, 
and it wasn’t until its superb handling 
was fully exploited, that the humble 
and underpowered car was really 
appreciated. Then with ever 
increasing power, it became a force 
to be reckoned with, and was at the 
top of the motorsport tree on both 
the race tracks and rally roads for a 
good few years.

Sadly, to my certain knowledge, none of these early Works 
850s have survived – although I do hear rumours that one is in 
existence in the Channel Islands but I’ve no proof of that. I think in 
reality, unlike the later Works cars, nobody was really interested 
in saving and preserving Works 850 Minis, so once past their sell 
by date they were soon forgotten, never to be seen again, and off 
to the great scrap yard in the sky. If indeed one had survived, it 
would be interesting to see quite what had lasted all those years. 
The Ex-Works Police would no doubt have a field day pulling it 
apart on social media; such is the trend we face these days when 
you own an Ex-Works car.

In the absence of the real thing, that only leaves us to rely on the 
few Works replicas that have been built. There are two that I know 
of. The first is the one Richard Skidmore has built. This, with the 
very apt registration TMO 558, I have only seen in photos but 
it looks superb with some really wonderful period details, albeit 
Richard has not built a replica of any particular car, more a car 
of the time. I featured this lovely car in the May 2018 edition of 
CooperWorld but I think it deserves another showing here.  

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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The attention to detail is something we had come to expect from 
Richard, as he had previously built a lovely Works replica 1966/7 
car, which ultimately was bought at auction by BMW and now 
resides in their classic car collection in Munich. I had hoped to see 
Richard’s car at Beaulieu this year but sadly, at the last moment, he 
had to withdraw through family bereavement.  Hopefully, as he has 
promised, it should be at Beaulieu in June this year.

The second Works 850 replica, which I know of, is being built by 
David Dyson. David has already built a superb Works replica of 
YMO 881H, the Mk3 S built for Leyland Australia. This car was 
rallied in the Australian Southern Cross and Rally of the Hills events 
in 1970 as a group two car. David showed particular skill in making 
many parts for this car himself and researched the car very well, so 
I’m sure his Works 850 will be of a similar high standard, this he is 
basing it on TMO 561.  

Lovely number plate adorns a superb Works replica

Humble 850 engine but with a few important differences

Lovely detailed interior
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The car is nearing completion and he too has gone to extraordinary 
lengths to get the car just right. I also hope that he will take the car on 
the club's Minis to Ireland later in the year, if not to Beaulieu – it will 
be great to see it out and about and being used.  There is a potential 
third car and that is one planned by our editor Paul Sulma, who is still 
at the early stages of collecting parts. With his Works car still needing 
work, I suspect that it may be a good few years before we see a trio 
of Works 850 replicas.

Building a Works 850 is so much more difficult than building say a 
1967 Monte car, simply because there is not the information out 
there. There is only one Works build sheet I am aware of as having 
survived and which has been transcribed and is contained in Peter 
Browning’s book The Works Minis. The car in question was TMO 
559 and was prepared for Tish Ozanne to compete in the 1959 
RAC rally. Sadly, as the early cars were not thoroughly developed 
at the time she retired as did the other two ‘TMO’cars. If anyone 
has another build sheet for another car and rally I’d love to see 
it. Moreover, there are no similar cars to copy. This is made even 
worse by there being relatively few period photos of the Works 
850s in build at Abingdon. This is the holy grail of anyone aspiring to 
build an accurate Works replica or, indeed, restore or rebuild their 
Ex-Works car correctly. So I take my hat off to anyone wanting to 
build a Works 850. 

Having said that, by comparison, the Works 850s were a much 
simpler car. Regulations apart, the cars did not have much in the 
way of modifications at the beginning. They were, as most rally 
cars at that time, simply well prepared standard road cars and of 
course we all know that a Mini 850 is not that fast – but of course 
it did handle extremely well – so much better than almost any 
production car out there at that time. This, for those who had 

the skill and bravery to exploit, meant that the Works 850s were 
fantastically fast downhill! That may sound a rather small tick in 
the box but let’s remember that many events that used the Alps as 
its tramping ground, the Monte, the Alpine and Tulip used Alpine 
passes to sort out a winner – and with that, every mountain that 
had to be climbed also invariably had to be descended, which is 
where the Mini made up time. 

The basic rudimentary modifications to the early cars consisted 
mainly of a modified gas-flowed cylinder head with a raised 
compression. The suspension, although standard, had the mountings 
for the dampers strengthened and that was about it. Inside the 
cars, we see a very standard looking car, unlike later cars. Most had 
just the addition of a rev-counter and capillary water temperature 
gauge, plus some Heuer clocks or Smiths 8 day clock for the 
navigator to play with. Crew comfort saw padding inside the 
car and often a change of seating to something more sporty and 
comfortable, the Microcell seats often being the seat of choice. 
Externally, a couple of Lucas auxiliary lamps were fitted on brackets 
to the bumper and front panel and that was about it. There were 
of course many small details attended to and, as always, Abingdon 
prepared the cars to a high standard.

However, when regulations allowed, Abingdon were quick to 
capitalise on permitted modifications or indeed the freedom to do 
as they wished if they entered the cars in a GT category. Such was 
the case towards the end of the first year of competition in 1960 
when Abingdon used the cars as test beds for the forthcoming 
Mini Cooper, which was now just a year away. Works 850s found 
themselves (when regulations allowed) fitted with the early 7” disc 
brakes that would be fitted to the new Mini Cooper. They also ran 
high lift camshafts and gearboxes also destined for the Mini Cooper 
and, of course, twin carburettors. Much of this was of course at 
the instigation of John Cooper who had a close relationship with 
BMC and the Competition Department. As they say, competition 
improves the breed.  

As this is a quiet time of the year with little to report on members' 
cars at the moment, I shall continue next month with the Works 
Mini 850 theme and write a bit about the competition record 
of the nine Works 850s. These cars competed in nearly forty 
International rallies in just over two years of competition. No 
outright wins to their tally and a good few retirements but it was 
the start of bigger things to come. 

Until next month.

Robert Young

Front end detail of David’s replica

Nice interior detail, showing steel brake pipes, early seat fixing 
and the floor starter

Bulkhead detail with relay, regulator box and air horn 
compressor clearly quite different
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I don’t mention Completely Knocked 
Down cars that often, mainly because 
information on CKD cars is pretty 
sparse and I only have a few on the 
Register. But David Sumner was out 
in his CKD South Africa spec. S on 
the Minis to the Alps event and Pat 
Walker had his example at Castle 
Combe and on the MCR stand at the 
NEC Classic Motor Show, so I had 
a chance to get a good look at both 
their examples.

As far as the 1071 S was concerned 
only Eire, Portugal and South Africa 
built cars from CKD units. Both Austin 

and Morris badged cars were assembled in Eire and South Africa, 
whilst Portugal only built Morris versions. Eire was the first country to 
take CKD units receiving three batches of six Austin units starting in 
November 1963 followed by one batch of twelve Morris versions in 
March 1964. Portugal only had one run of twelve CKD kits which left 
these shores in early 1964.

CKD units for South Africa were the most numerous with some two 
hundred sent out as an engine/gearbox unit, a body in kit form, most 
mechanical parts but without a heater, glass or interior trim which 
was sourced locally.

Both David’s and Pat’s cars are from the same numerical batch of 
twelve CKD Austin kits and both came back to the UK some seven 
years ago. Based on their chassis numbers, the block of cars they 
are from was put together, as much as a CKD car is put together, in 
mid-June 1964. However, both of these cars have later shells with 
Hydrolastic suspension, cut away front panel, the side mounted 
swinging type of sunvisor and a 1275cc engine. There is therefore 
some debate as to whether these cars are actually 1071s or 1275s; 
although the chassis numbers allocated to them are from what is 
considered to be the late 1071 S number range, my foot is firmly in 
the 1275 camp for a couple of reasons:

1. Hydrolastic suspension wasn’t fitted to UK 1071 Ss as production 
of the model ceased on 31st August 1964, a few weeks before it 
was introduced on S models.

2. The swinging sunvisor, which requires a different front cant rail, 
did not appear until mid-October 1964. 

3. These cars also have courtesy light switches which were 
introduced in mid-September 1964.

Simon Wheatcroft

Pat Walker’s CKD Cooper S at the NEC. The gold wheels and 
small reflectors between the indicators and headlights are external 
signs of a South African car

David Sumner’s CKD Cooper S on the Mini to the Alps event. 
Nice to see a car on Dunlop alloys these days

David has spent time working at Bentley and has a sideboard 
installed in his car – these facts may or may not be related

South African engine bay – note the cooling system expansion 
tank where the washer bottle is located on UK cars
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Pat’s car has engine number 35222 and other, non CKD cars with an 
engine number close to this were being built in early January 1965. 
So, you’ll probably not be too surprised to learn that a batch of CKD 
cars for South Africa was put together at the very same time. The 
most logical conclusion is that BMC at Blackheath, South Africa, 
allocated their Cooper S chassis numbers in a similarly seemingly 
haphazard fashion as BMC did at Longbridge.

The Rally Of The Tests took place in November where a trio of Mk 
1 Ss were competing. Congratulations to Steve Entwistle/Ali Proctor 
who took Paddy Hopkirk’s 6 EMO to 3rd place overall. They were 
second fastest on scratch on the tests and had fewer regularity 
penalties than the winners but the class improvement method of 
marking the tests cost them the overall win.

The only other two vehicles of this parish competing were Bill Cleyndert/
Dan Harrison in JYH 52D, an Island blue/OEW Morris 1275 S; they 
finished an excellent 8th overall. First timers on this event were Mike 
Hood/David Walker in CTD 469E who ended proceedings in 43rd place. 
CTD started life as Almond green/OEW car and has had a long life as a 
competition car having started competing as far back as 1968 on events 
oop north in the hands of A Waterhouse/Miss V Jackson.

Another barn find Mk 1 S turned up recently. HKX  242C was 
a January 1965 built Tartan red/black Austin without any of the 
factory options specified; it cost the one and only owner £748 8s 
4d when he bought it in May 1965. This was a car, possibly with 
some competition history, that had been off the road since 1978 
following some fairly minor accident damage to the passenger side 

The bucket seats and carpeted door pockets are original features

Locally sourced glass tends to be a feature 
of CKD cars – this is South African

Mike Hood/David Walker at speed on the Curborough test during 
the Rally Of The Tests

HKX  242C as found after 40 years in storage following minor 
damage in 1978 – hard to believe that back then it would probably 
have been a write off

Nice letter from the supplying dealership to the owner of HKX 
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front panel and wing, although there was evidence of a minor rear 
ding prior to that. I’ve got an old Glass’s Guide To Car Values from 
1973 when this car, in average condition, would have had a trade 
in value of around £180 so, by the time it was damaged, five years 
later it wouldn’t have been worth much more than £50, something 
that seems hard to believe these days. Following the death of the 
owner the family were looking to dispose of the car and thought it 
worth less than £1,000. Luckily, they got some advice that it was 
worth rather more than that. With 70,357 miles showing on the 
clock condition wise, as you can see from the pictures, it was much 
better than the Surf blue/white car I mentioned last month, but will 

The solid rear bulkhead was no surprise but the unpainted boot 
board brackets were

High B post seat belt mountings, BMC lowered them in mid-1963. 
Roof lining based on a design by Nora Batty?

A 1965 built car should not have the small sunvisors or chrome 
window catches or a 120mph dead speedometer

probably still need a full restoration. The original bill of sale and 
letter from the supplying dealership were also present which made 
interesting reading. It has apparently been purchased by a Mini 
specialist so it will be interesting to see how it emerges.

As mentioned above, it was the NEC Classic Motor Show and 
British Motor Heritage that were, I thought, going to be building a 
Mk 1 S at the show from a donor vehicle using one of their new Mk 
1 bodyshells. What they actually had was the fully rebuilt vehicle 
on display from day one and well, let’s just say it wasn’t a great job 
despite the companies involved. OYO 747F was the car they chose to 
rebuild/recreate depending on your view as there didn’t seem much 
carried over from the donor vehicle if there was one.

It wasn’t too bad from the front but, like Kim Kardashian, it was all 
going on behind. They must have forgotten about the boot board 
brackets until sometime close to the last moment as they weren’t 
painted body colour and the gap at the top of the boot lid was 
sizeable. Inside the fit of some of the trim was poor and something 
we all seem to have missed when the shell was originally shown 
a couple of years ago was the location of the B post seat belt 
mountings which are in the Y section at the top of the B pillar. 
BMC changed the mountings from this position in June 1963 so 
quite why the new shells have reverted to this is something of a 
mystery to me as BMH’s other Mini shells have them in the more 
usual place.

There was another fully rebuilt Mk 1 S at the show that also appeared 
to have been using a new Heritage sourced bodyshell. In common 
with the Heritage rebuilt car it too had a poor fit of the boot lid, a 
solid rear bulkhead and the high upper seat belt mountings. Also 
unusual, on a supposedly 1965 car, was the small sunvisors which 
were superseded in 1964. FRU 474D could be in your garage for 
the unusual price of £59,996, although it doesn’t seem to be DVLA 
registered at the time of writing.

FRU’s driver’s door gap looks excellent unlike that of the boot lid

Bosman/Menzies clearly showing their Derrington style sumpguard 
and studded tyres somewhere in the Alps on the 1964 Monte
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As we started with a South African 1071 S theme and we are 
approaching that Rallye Monte Carlo time of year, I thought that to 
finish this month a suitable old picture should combine the two. Of 
the 38 Minis to start the 1964 event only 11 made it the finish; one of 
those was 7244  PE, a Smoke grey/OEW 1071S that was in the hands 
of the South African crew of Eugene Bosman/A Menzies. Starting 
from Glasgow they finished in 83rd place.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Happy New Year to all as another year 
sprints past without pausing for breath. 
Thank you to all who contributed to 
last year’s register; hopefully the same 
will continue this year.

This month we look at the humble 
sliding window catch, and many of 
you will know that there were two 
types fitted to the Mk1 Cooper, either 
made of metal and chrome or black 
plastic. The change point, according 
to the BMC body parts list, shows the 
move from chrome to plastic from car 
body number 15069, which roughly 
dates from mid-1963. However, please 

bear in mind it is only a guide and not to worry if your car has the 
wrong type fitted - these items were prone to failure and were often 
replaced, but both will fit the early or later car.

Original black catches are plentiful in supply, but just make sure 
they work as they should and are not cracked, since they tend to 
be quite brittle. These are great with a period looking car as the 
white finger push often yellows with age. However, reproduction 
items are available and are reasonably priced, but they do show the 
manufacturers mark on the outside. It all comes down to preference, 
look and security in the end.

Today the chrome type catchers are in very short supply and, so far, 
have not been available as new old stock or as a reproduction item, 
therefore they are commanding high prices when they come up for 
sale. The average price for a set can be easily £100 as all four catches 
differ, with two being wider and mirrors of themselves LHD and 
RHD, and the same for the narrower pair. When spying one at an 
autojumble, look carefully for damage, with the important areas being 
the foot which shrouds the catch pin; if it has been broken off, the 
catch is useless. Look at the hole for the retaining screw for cracks 
and the retaining lug on the reverse. If this is missing, you are either 
extremely fortunate to have found a rare 1959 item or one that has 
been sawn off, so that it will fit an early Mini!

I have come across two types of chrome catch; both in age and 
manufacture type, but most of the Wilmot Breedon-made catches 
have a removeable plate for the catch pin. This then enables the 
catch to be ‘serviced’, especially if it has become gummed up and not 
working effectively.

As a general guide, the gaskets are white for the chrome and black 
for the plastic catches. They differ in shape but will fit either if 
trimmed, as the locating screw and chrome ‘button’ are the same 
for both items. Part numbers for the catches are as follows: Chrome 
14A7812/3/4/5 and Plastic 24A1194/5/6/7.

Hope this has been of interest.

Barbara Alexander

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Here we are then 2019, so first 
and foremost a happy New Year 
to everyone, I hope you’ve had an 
enjoyable rest over the Christmas break. 

It’s a big year for our favourite little 
ca; 60 years since it first saw light of 
day and as popular as ever. To put that 
into perspective, I started driving in 
1980, I can’t see the 17 year old me 
back then being interested in a car 
built in the 1920s!

To the Register then, and two 
restorations to report on and first up 
we have Andy Dadson with his Austin 

CLU 5H. A late car built on 27th November 1969 and despatched 
to J.R. Inward of North West London on 8th January 1970.This car 
has some interesting cross over features with the then soon to be 
introduced Mk3 S and the already in limited production 1275GT. 

Nick Hunter
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It has the larger type 6 servo fitted, which Andy believes is the 
original, so this adds weight to the theory that very late cars were 
fitted with these. What intrigued me though was the boot lid and 
in particular the inner pressing. As you can see in the photo, the 
central ribbing is modified and three holes added to enable access 
to the outer skin, presumably to fix the Mk3 style number plate 
housing. The outer skin is Mk3 but looks to have had a hinged 

number plate from the factory indicating that the Mk3 number 
plate plinth was probably a later addition. Andy believes this to 
be the car’s original boot lid and it’s certainly a pressing I’ve not 
come across before. Despite its extensive rust, he is hopeful it can 
be saved. Other Mk3 type features include the larger hole in the 
rear bulkhead, visible with the boot lid open and the chassis and 
commission plate numbers on the bonnet locking platform. 

Andy Dadson’s car CLU 5H, looking very 1970s with its brown 
paint, matt black wing mirrors and Benelite grill

Undisturbed looking and possibly original type 6 servo fitted to CLU

Interesting internal boot pressing for CLU

Very rusty outer boot lid skin, note holes for swinging number 
plate hinges

Larger hole in rear bulkhead for late model Mk2 S

Elf/Hornet style chrome waste line trim
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The car itself has some interesting period mods, not least the 1970s 
coat of Rover brown, which I actually think quite suits the car. 
Look closer and you’ll notice the Elf/Hornet style external chrome 
waste line trim, Benelite grill, matt black ‘aero’ wing mirrors and 
Webasto sunroof , all giving the car a coachbuilt feel. Inside its pretty 
much standard right down to original, if tatty, carpets. Changes are 
limited to the gauges, all Smiths, with a combined oil pressure and 
temperature unit allowing the fitment of an ammeter together with 
an 8,000 rpm rev counter hung from the dash rail plus a period 
Triplex heated rear window. Infact, the more you look at this car 
the more you realise what an original example it is. I hesitate to use 
the overworked ‘barn find’ tag, but I really do think it applies here, 
the car was put away in 1980 following a small shunt which caused 
the boot lid and front panel damage and left there untouched until 
unearthed by Andrew in its Kent lock up in 2017.

Despite its solid condition, Andy plans a full restoration and a return 
to the car’s original Snowberry white with black roof colour scheme. 
The car had a replacement engine in the first year of its life (8G174 
prefix on the engine tag) presumably under warranty and this has 
already been rebuilt with just a +20 thou overbore and new piper 
cam, the crank needing no work, although the gearbox has been 
rebuilt. The Hydrolastic units had suffered corrosion in storage so 
Andy has taken the decision to convert to dry suspension, but will 
retain all the hydro parts should he ever wish to try and reinstate 
the system. The body is pretty solid but will need a new front panel 
and wings, rear valance and boot corner repairs. Beyond that the 
structure, including floors, sills and ‘A’ panels, all appear sound as do 
the doors. 

Webasto sunroof still looks in good condition

Combined water temp/oil pressure gauge flank original  
130 mph speedometer 

Looking at the car’s history, Andy has the Heritage certificate and 
he bought the car from just the second owner, so it has excellent 
provenance. Thanks to Andy for sharing the details of this new 
to the Register car and I look forward to bringing you up dates as 
he progresses with its restoration. If you have any memories or 
information of this very distinctive car’s early life in London, please let 
me know and I’ll pass on to Andy.

At the other end of the restoration process, Peter Horsburgh has 
been in touch to say that the two-year restoration of his 1969 Austin 
NAV 298H is now finished. You may remember when I last reported 
on NAV at the end of 2017, Peter had just got the painted shell back 
and was starting the fit-up process. He’d struggled to establish the 
cars original colour as the Heritage certificate simply stated colour 
‘not recorded’. But he persevered and established it was originally El 
Paso beige and Snowberry white. The finished result, as you can see, 
is stunning, whilst I like the other colours in the BMC palette, I think 
El Paso and Sandy beige are my favourites, they really evoke that late 
60s early 70s feel. 

Under the bonnet, Peter has used his rallying experience to add a 
few upgrades, including twin 1 ½” H4 SUs, on a free flow exhaust 
manifold and twin box RC40 exhaust system. The heater hose has 
been routed round the front with a special kit available from specialist 
Mini supplier Catmint. A nice touch is the coil fixed on a modified 
dynamo bracket and mounted onto the alternator. The engine itself 
is mildly tuned and built by Southam Mini and Metro Centre with a 
Swiftune SW5 cam and uprated head. The gearbox is standard ‘S’ 

Peter Horsburgh’s Austin NAV 298H following complete 
restoration and looking superb

Engine bay of NAV, note the clever coil bracket atop the 
alternator and twin 1 ½” H4 SUs
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Cooper Mk 2 Register

Happy New Year!  2019 is already here and what will it bring? With 
the Mini 60th anniversary and IMM in Bristol, I am hoping some newly 
restored Mk 2 Coopers will be appearing at these events and in these 
pages later in the year.    

With all the documentation and formalities completed, I was very 
pleased to hear that Bart Theelen has successfully imported his Austin 
Cooper formerly UK registered TPD 164F into Holland. In its new 
home, TPD 164F has become DZ-64-48.  Fortunately, Bart was 
able to obtain some period dark blue Dutch number plates with the 
proper lion marking stamped into them and the period white raised 
numbers and letters. They certainly look the part!  It’s been a very 
long time coming but all his hard work has been rewarded. The car 
has been restored using a lot of NOS parts and is generally looking 
original, while it is, in fact, period modified. The car has been built to 
do a bit of rallying (not too wild) and the idea of using a 998 Cooper 
for it was born, based on the 998cc being the only engine size BMC 
never used in Works cars (as far as he is aware of). 

The car is not built up as a Works car but actually does have quite 
some features that could have been like those on a Group 1/2 car. 
It has taken 16 years to get to this point from what was basically an 
incomplete wreck; roughly 70% of the body shell has been replaced.  
For Bart’s own piece of mind, he wanted to determine if the shell was 
the original. The shell had all the Cooper characteristics but the front 

Graham Robinson

spec one with helical gears and Minispares 4 pin diff complete with 
Hardy Spicer outputs and competition drive shafts. The Hydrolastic 
system has been uprated with additional front shock absorbers and 
competition bump stops, and despite some initial leaky joints, has 
now settled down. The interior is standard with the addition of 
Newton Commercial factory recliner seats which are a good looking 
and probably essential upgrade.

As we go to press, Peter has contacted me to say that the car has 
now passed its MOT and had its first drive, the smoothness of the 
Hydrolastic suspension being a revelation compared to his Bilstein 
suspended rally Mini. A full rolling road set up at engine builders 
Southam and the car now goes and sounds great too. So impressed 
is his friend, David Taylor, having followed the car’s restoration, that 
following a test drive he is now the proud new owner. The plus for 
Peter is that the car will be kept by him in Norfolk for the foreseeable 
future with regular drives to keep it in good condition.

Peter would like to thank everyone involved in the project and 
particularly his son Spen, Jodie at Hylton Gott Garage and Alex at 
Minispares. Thanks for updating us Peter, another car saved, well 
done and welcome to lucky new owner David Taylor.

A bit of a brown and beige theme then this month and with retro 
1970s paint colours such as orange and lime green having already 
made a comeback with the big car producers, are we due a beige and 
brown revival ? I hope so; a JCW Mini Hatch in Sandy beige with a 
Snowberry white roof would look awesome! (I.M.H.O.)

Until next time....

Nick Hunter 

NAV’s beautifully finished interior

Nicely detailed boot on NAV

Bart’s Mk 2 Cooper TPD 164F

Now Bart’s car is registered as DZ-64-48
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old. Confusing or what?!  The car has since been inspected by the 
insurance assessor who has declared it a Category B write off.  The 
consequences of which, if it becomes official, is that the car cannot be 
put back on the road and the shell will be crushed. Not the outcome 
the owner wanted to hear. Understandably, he is contesting the 
decision. We all know a Mini shell, in whatever state, can be restored 
by a restoration specialist. Something that has come to light is that 
the agreed value has not been increased for many years and has fallen 
way behind the current market value for a Mk 2 Cooper. The insurer 
will pay the agreed value as low as it is, but the most worrying aspect 
of this sorry episode is the threat of the car receiving a Category B 
write off,  something that has to be avoided at all costs. Hopefully, I 
will have some better news next month. 

The lesson learnt here for all classic cars owners is to review the 
value of their pride and joy at the annual renewal of their insurance 
policy, and increase the agreed value as necessary. We are all guilty of 
complacency, so my advice is review your agreed value right away.

On that worrying note, that’s all for now.  If you have unfortunately 
had an accident, what was your experience with your insurer? I would 
like to hear from you. 

Until next time, please drive carefully.

Happy Coopering.  

Graham Robinson 

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

A car that had been on the Register for 
many years but that I had never seen 
recently reappeared at a Brightwells 
auction. NFE 365J is a Teal blue/white 
example built in March 1971 and was 
registered as a Morris in Lincoln shortly 
afterwards and, as such, was probably 
supplied to its first owner by Gilbert 
& Son. Apparently, with the same 
owner since 1978 and with only 57,114 
reputedly genuine miles on the clock, 
ones hopes were high that it would be 
a nice original car. 

However, according to the auction 
description, “by the mid 1980s it 

needed a bit more than a major service” and what it seems to 
have got, amongst other things, was a replacement bodyshell. 

Simon Wheatcroft

panel had been replaced at some time in its life so the body number 
was missing. The only option left was to try and use the FE number 
located above the radiator shroud to date the shell. Bart contacted 
Simon Wheatcroft who has been working on these for some time 
and he was able to determine that Bart’s shell was produced within 
the period of the ‘Date of build’ date on the Heritage Certificate. 
Thanks to Simon’s information, Bart is 100% convinced the shell is 
the original. The car has been restored to its original specification and 
retains Hydrolastic suspension and 7” discs.  Last remaining jobs to 
do are fitting two auxiliary lights and a period rev counter. However, 
even though the car looks very good, it has been a good number 
of years since it was re-sprayed and time has taken its toll. Bart is 
now considering whether to re-spray the affected panels or go for a 
complete re-spray. Well, hopefully you will be able to find out which 
way he goes at Beaulieu 2019.  If it’s all done by May, Bart is hoping 
to bring the car to the show. If it’s on the Mk 2 display I will be more 
than happy to see it there.  

And now for something completely different from Bart’s high, to 
the depths of despair for another Mk 2 Cooper owner. I received a 
worrying email about every classic car owner’s worst nightmare; an 
accident. The initial inquiry was to ask if I knew of a reputable classic 
car repairer/restorer in his local area.  His concern was that any 
repair to his car should be done by someone with an understanding 
and knowledge of classic Minis. A few phone calls later and I was 
able to recommend a restorer who has a great deal of experience 
with Minis.  A few emails on and the situation is becoming tense. 
The feeling was that the insurance company was looking to write 
off the car in line with their policy applicable to cars 20+ years old. 
But to be classed as a ‘Classic’, cars have to be older than 20 years 

Bart’s Car’s period interior

A write off really?

Repairable surely? And if not, then a new shell from Heritage 
panels perhaps?
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The auction catalogue pictures of the car were a disappointment, 
although one must remember that the attention to detail and level 
of knowledge when restoring cars in the 1980s was not the same 
as it is today. Also gone from the original car was the Hydrolastic 
suspension, dash vinyl etc. At some point the standard seats and 
liners have been trimmed in what looks like leather and the engine 
has also received some attention as it lacks its original number tag. 
This is a car that could at least look much better with a bit of time 
spent detailing it. Despite the lack of originality it seems to have 
been sold for £18,700.

NFE 365J as it appeared in the auction catalogue

This is where it all goes a bit wrong; I’ve not previously seen the 
demister hoses and vents on the wrong side of the dash liners! 
Also missing is the top dash rail vinyl of course

Riveted boot board brackets and a solid rear bulkhead should ring 
a warning bell or two if it’s a supposedly original car

Over in Canada Wiebe Meyer has been beavering away on his Mk 
3 S restoration for a while. Wiebe’s car, you may recall, was built 
in February 1971 and originally sold in Switzerland, but it then 
moved to Paris before heading across the Atlantic. I hadn’t seen 
a pre-restoration picture of the front of the car before, so it was 
interesting to see that it was fitted with the larger Lucas L794 
indicator units. With the necessary welding completed, thoughts 
turned to the paint and matching the Glacier white paint proved 
rather troublesome. But this has now been sorted and the car duly 
painted and fitting up has commenced. Replacing the Hydrolastic 
pipes has been a challenge as the ones supplied were not properly 
formed; they are not an easy thing to return to a British supplier 
when you are in Ontario.

One item often fitted in error to Mk 3 Ss is the one piece bonnet 
catch assembly. These are easy to spot because the pivot part of 
the assembly sits behind the line of the bonnet slam panel and is 
what the cut out section at the back of the bonnet slam panel was 
introduced to accommodate. However, this item didn’t appear on 
a Mini until around 1975. The Mk 3 S shared the catch with the Mk 
2 which was much the same as the Mk 1 except for the important 
addition of an extension piece because the front line of the Mk 2 
and Mk 3 grille sits further forward than a Mk 1. I suspect the later 
one is used because being a one piece item it is much easier to fit; 
the original is a bit of a fiddle with two plates and two spacers to 
line up and hold in place.

The front end of Wiebe Meyer’s Mk 3 S prior to restoration with 
the larger Lucas L794 indicators

This shows the bonnet catch extension piece just behind the grille
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That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Two views of an ALA6992 out of its natural environment

Later bonnet catch assembly – not correct for the Mk 3 S

The later (and wrong) catch assembly literally looks like a sore 
thumb installed

Rover Cooper Register

Happy New Year!

The Classic Motor Show at the NEC 
over the weekend of 9th to11th 
November last year seems like a long 
time ago now. It was my first year as 
one of the volunteers representing the 
MCR on our club display stand, and 
if Justin Ridyard and the rest of the 
team will have me back again, I would 
certainly like to put my name forward 
for the corresponding 2019 event. 
Many hands make like work and, with 
the added camaraderie of friends all 
pulling together, it was great fun too.

Meeting members of the public at the NEC, or at any show for that 
matter, is also particularly rewarding. One such discussion I had was 
with MCR member John Kennedy and concerned the analogue time 
clock in his 2000 registered Mini John Cooper LE. In short, the clock 
had ceased functioning and in order to replace it he needed to first 
detach the dashboard fascia to gain access. 

To a non mechanic, releasing the dashboard to get at the instruments 
and gauges sounds like a job best left to the local garage, but as John 
explained in a follow-up letter, accompanied by supporting photographs, 
the task is well within the capabilities of the average owner.

The dashboard fascia is held in place by three brackets; one behind 
each of the two eyeball air vents (easy to remove once the locking 

John Parnell

At first glance, detaching a full-width dashboard fascia looks daunting

Opening the little access doors at each 
end of the Blaupunkt CD43 radio /CD 
unit reveals it’s securing Allen bolts  
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bezels have been unscrewed), and a third fixed to the parcel shelf panel 
behind the radio (a little more fiddly to get to, but not so difficult).

Most radios have finishing strips at either end of the front panel 
that can be eased off with a small screwdriver to expose the four 
holes that take the pronged ‘din’ tool normally used to release the 
radio unit. This tool can be bought at most car accessory stores, 
including Halfords, or you can make up a similar substitute from 
a robust wire coat hanger. In John’s case, his car was fitted with 
the later Blaupunkt CD43 radio/CD player. This unit instead has 
two little access ‘doors’ at each end of the radio fascia which are 
easily opened again, with a small screwdriver. John suggests gently 
removing them altogether to avoid accidental damage. Behind them 
you will find two small Allen bolts that screw into captive threads. 
If you don’t have them, a set of Allen keys is as easy to acquire as 
basic spanners themselves. With the bolts removed (their threads 
will seem to go on forever), the radio itself can then be withdrawn 
and unplugged to reveal the dashboard cavity. 

The final fixing bracket, secured with a nut and bolt, will now also 
be visible. It is not captive so will require contorting a hand over the 
top of the heater from behind to hold the bolt while unscrewing the 
nut inside the dashboard cavity. With all three brackets undone, the 
whole fascia can be pulled forward, exposing the back of all of the 
instruments and their wiring.

It is worth pointing out at this juncture that during its production life, 
the Rover Mini Cooper was variously fitted with three alternative 
styles of analogue time clock, all of them 52mm. The first was 
introduced in April 1993 when the full-width burr walnut dashboard 
fascia became standard on the Mini Mayfair (plus the Mini Cabriolet 
in the July), but was only listed as an optional extra on Rover Mini 
Cooper models for the next two years.

The first style of clock was made by VDO in Germany. Electronic 
quartz in operation, it featured a black twelve-numbered dial with 
white hands, a semi-matt black bezel, and a black adjuster wheel in the 
centre of the face. The Rover part number is YFB 100220 and it was 
this clock that was also used on the Rover Cooper Monte Carlo and 
all later Rover Mini Cooper models when the burr walnut dashboard 
and magnolia-faced instrument dials finally became standard from April 
1995 to the end of SPi production in September 1996.

With the introduction of the MPi Minis came a new analogue time 
clock, made by Caerbont in Wales. Featuring a magnolia dial with 
red hands and a simplified  3, 6, 9, 12 clock display. It has the black 
adjuster for the hands at the bottom of the face to the right of 6 
o’clock. The Rover part number is YFB 100370. 

In early 1999, Rover switched supplier for its instruments back 
to VDO and with it a new design of analogue time clock was also 
introduced. Similar in appearance to its Caerbont predecessor, the 
VDO unit is distinguished by its two prominent chrome slotted 
screws on the face, one below the ‘12’ and the other above the ‘6’. 
The black adjuster wheel is also re-sited to the centre of the face. 
The Rover part number is YFB 100470.

In John Kennedy’s case, he could not get a direct replacement for 
his later clock and, as he discovered, the illumination bulb holder on 
the YFB 100370 is different from that on the later YFB 100470 unit. 
Fortunately, the main Mini parts suppliers are aware of this and can 
provide the correct bulb holder to take the capless 2 watt bulb. John 
additionally made up a short negative lead with a bayonet connector 
to enable him to keep the original plug. After installing and testing 
the new clock, re-fixing the dashboard fascia back into position is a 
straight reversal of the above procedure.

The third and final dashboard fascia fixing bracket, secured by a 
nut and bolt, can be seen here

With the three securing brackets unbolted, the dashboard fascia 
can be pulled forward giving access to all of the instruments, 
gauges and their wiring connections

The first style of analogue time clock introduced in April 1993 to 
1996 (Part No. YFB 100220)

The Caerbont analogue time clock (Part no. YFB 100370) was 
introduced with the MPi Minis in October 1996



Mini Cooper Register | 53

REGISTERS

Registrar’s Comments

In terms of new replacements for existing analogue time clocks, at 
the time of writing, only the Caerbont YFB 100370 unit appears 
to be readily available, but it is always worth contacting suppliers 
just in case a new batch of alternative clocks has come into stock. 
A Smiths version of the black YFB 100220 is certainly a close 
match to the ones used across the years 1993 – 1996, be it with 
the ‘Smiths’ name on the dial and the adjuster wheel in the lower 
right quadrant position instead of at the centre of the clock face. 
Mini Sport can supply the ‘John Cooper’ branded clock and other 
related instruments.

It is worth retaining your original clock even if it no longer functions. 
Apart from keeping it to hand as a comparison when seeking an 
authentic replacement, I am hopeful that one or more of our 
members who are reading this will come forward with the contact 
details of someone who can repair these clocks.

Finally, at the risk of stating the obvious:

1. Always disconnect the battery when working on vehicle electrical 
equipment;

2. Wherever you choose to buy, do compare prices first; 

3. Plastic can be brittle, so be gentle when releasing clips and don’t 
over-tighten screws into plastic fittings;

4. Instrument illumination bulbs can blacken and lose their 
effectiveness after years of service, so while the dashboard 
fascia is pulled forward; use it as an opportunity to replace the 
entire set of instrument and warning light bulbs with the correct 
new ones. Do check that they all work before reinstalling the 
dashboard assembly.

5. A second hand analogue clock, or any electrical item, that is sold 
untested could be as useless as the one you want to replace. If the 
seller cannot be bothered to test it, why should you be bothered 
to buy it?

 
My thanks to John Kennedy for most of the pictures and information 
used in this report.

Until next month…

I wish all of our members a happy and successful 2019.

John Parnell

The VDO analogue time clock (Part No. YFB 100470) was fitted 
from early 1999 until the end of production in October 2000

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

1970 Austin Clubman 1275 GT by 
Wood & Pickett SAW 753H

As this first edition for the New Year 
drops on your door mat, let's hope the 
Brexit outcome doesn't spoil the year 
ahead; at least we have our classic cars 
to cheer us up!

To start my report off, I thought I'd 
reflect on my Austin 1275 GT which 
I've been restoring on and off over four 
years. I bought the project car in 2011 
when it had been off the road for eight 
years and so probably within its first 
year on the road. The GT had been 
delivered to Wood and Pickett in Park 

Royal, North London for coach built ‘adaptions’. This is how Harold 
Radford referred to them as adaptations.

This very early GT left the factory in March 1970 and was painted 
in the rare colour of Antelope but showed evidence of black paint 
when converted by W&P; by the time I bought the car it had been 
painted dark metallic blue. Unfortunately, the vinyl covering on 
the sun roof had badly deteriorated, causing water damage to the 
leather interior and rotting out the front foot wells. Remarkably, 
after nearly fifty years, it still retains its front panel, front inner/
outer wings, bulkhead, rear floors, rear quarters and boot floor. The 
replacement panels the car required included inner/outer sills, front 
floor wells and rear valance. Both doors boot lid and sun roof ash 
wood frame were replaced too. 

With the shell stripped bare, I had it carefully sand blasted before 
the new panels were welded in and etch primed to finish. At this 
stage, the shell was attached to my rotating jig which made life 
easier, especially when preparing, stone chipping and painting 
the floor pan, sills, boot floor and wheel arches. After painting 
the engine bay, it allowed the new brake line pipe, fuel pipe and 
battery cable to be attached neatly and out of the way of the sub-
frames when they were bolted on. With the roof sand blasted too, 
I was able to detach the rotted ash wood frame for the Webasto 
sun roof and replace it with a new frame from specialist fitter, 
Peter Harvey, who also built the new sliding roof sections too. 
Peter replaced the damaged black vinyl with a maroon coloured 
Everflex material and the roof lining with biscuit coloured West of 
England wool cloth. 

My plan was to have all the magnolia coloured leather interior 
re-trimmed in a biscuit shade, but the water damaged seats and 
panels would have cost around £3,500 to restore so, I bought 

Steve Burkinshaw

Restarting assembly three years after painting
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some used GT seats and had them recovered with a kit from 
Newton Commercial who also supplied the door cards, etc. 
Rubber-backed, black luxury carpets were made to measure 
which included carpeting the boot area and boot lid. To allow for 
more ‘fore and aft’ adjustment to the front seat movement once 
larger than standard seats have been installed, both Radford and 
W&P cut back the rear pockets; this also gave better access for 
rear passengers.

The rear pockets cut back to allow for larger seat movement

New Webasto sun roof using Everflex exterior vinyl

Front end with all original panels and body numbers

Wool cloth roof lining during assembly

Reconditioned Margrave dash during long- winded refit

Last summer in CooperWorld, I featured the car's bespoke, first 
edition, Margrave walnut dashboard installed by W&P. The water 
damage had destroyed the veneer, leather top and bottom, and 
some of the instruments. Putting it all back together was very time 
consuming and costly. At this stage, I decided to simplify the rebuild 
by fitting wind-up door glass instead of the electric motors which 
were not working. Although I replaced the push button radio with 
another period Motorola, I added a modern radio with MP3 player 
under the dash on the passenger's side and two speakers are hidden 

Rare 70s Cosmic polished alloys
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Restyle GT wheels are painted after sand blasting and priming

Dashboard and new interior, Clubman steering wheel restored

in the back. This was complemented with a NOS correct aerial that 
has been fitted back on the roof.

During the restoration I decided to re-spray the car in a newly 
developed Lexus colour called Garnet metallic, which required 
more coats than usual to cover deeply enough; it was then sprayed 
with three coats of two-pack lacquer. From 1972 onwards, W&P 
adapted Vauxhall FD style cut-down grilles to accept twin head 
lamps. However, SAW 753H still retained its GT grille and badge. The 

Many new parts including servo and clutch master cylinder Back on the road, will it make another fifty years?

The all new interior compliments the body colour

Early GT Clubman’s had a boot board and brackets like the MK 3 S
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bumpers were original, but the front under-riders were re-chromed. 
In the 70s, W&P commonly fitted polished alloy wheels like Wolfe-
race. My car had polished alloys made by Cosmic, but I decided to 
restore five original factory Rostyle steel wheels which were fitted 
with new tyres. 

My attention then turned to the running gear. The car shows 
64,000 miles on the speedo and drives really well with good oil 
pressure. The engine and gearbox were pressure cleaned and a 
new clutch and seal were fitted along with a new unleaded 11 stud 
940 cylinder head connected to an LCB and RC40 exhaust system. 
The remote control gearbox with its 3.44 diff was rebuilt 5,000 
miles ago when I used it on my 970S. In readiness for the rebuild, 
I'd amassed a large collection of new parts which came to a small 
fortune so no money was spared to complete the work. Now, due 
to a change of plans, I've decided to sell the GT to make way for 
an unexpected project. Should anyone be interested my contact 
details are at the front of the magazine.

To finish, I recently had an email from David Dangerfield, from the 
BGS region, who had a conversation with one of his friends who 
once owned a green Radford DeVille 970S registered AKT 111B in 
November 1964 in Kent. I've only known of two other Radford 970s 
conversions. If any members know of the whereabouts of AKT or 
other any other 970s converted by Radford, please get in touch even 
if you only have a photo available.

Steve Burkinshaw

The Margrave dashboard in a very bad state

The Microcell front seats and arm rest after leaking sun roof

Mini Super Register

If your CooperWorld magazine is 
delivered before the Christmas holiday 
then I wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

I have updated my Mini Super summary 
in recent times. I wrote the summary 
many years ago and every so often I 
have added fresh information to it. If 
anyone can add anything further then 
please do contact me.

I have divided the summary in to two parts: 
the first, dealing with the Super in general 
follows below. Next month, the second 
part will deal with the Super in detail. 

The Super was introduced as the Austin Super Seven and Morris 
Super Mini-Minor, being launched together with the Cooper 997 in 
September 1961. Interestingly, some early BMC publicity material 
refers to the Cooper as the ‘sports-car’ version of the Super. 

The first Austin Super Seven was produced on 7th June 1961: A2S7S 
125538 and the first Morris Super Mini-Minor on the16th June 1961: 
MA2S4S 75533.

General production of Austin Super Mini ceased in October 1962 
but a very small number were built mid-November for export. Final 
chassis numbers were: A2S7S 307124 (home market) A2S7S 307 157 
(exported to Lisbon). Last Morris Super Mini: MA2S4S 148816. It is 
believed a total of around 14,000 Supers were produced in all.

From January 1962 the cars were renamed Austin Super Mini and 
Morris Super Mini, together with changes to marketing material from 
cars: A2S7S 201201 and MA2S4S 100623. Note: some later Austins 
continued to be badged as 'Sevens', up to as late as June; possibly 
some, if not all of these cars, were Cowley-built. Today both Austin 
and Morris are generally referred to as simply ‘Mini Super’.

Both Austin and Morris Super Minis were, I believe, built in fairly 
equal numbers. This has yet to be confirmed because, although I have 
recorded all Austin Supers I have not yet completed the recording of 
all Morris build car from the records at Gaydon. 

Initially, production of the Super was very limited; just one hundred 
Austin Supers were built up to November 1961 and just over five 
hundred Morris cars. A pre-November 1961 Super, especially Austin, 
is indeed a very rare car. From the beginning of November '61, 
batches of Austin-badged cars began to be built at the Morris plant at 
Cowley, bringing the total of Supers produced to about 2,000 units by 
the end of December.

Because both Austin and Morris Coopers were built at Longbridge 
some people and some websites have stated that all Supers were 
Longbridge-built. In fact a very large number of Austin-badge Supers 
were built at Cowley. During 1962 in the months of February, March, 
August and September, most Austin Super production was at Cowley, 
with May, June, July, and October seeing about half the Austins built 
there. The summary therefore is if you add the number of Austin 
Supers built at Cowley to the total Morris Super production, it would 
be fairly accurate to say that something like three quarters of Super 
production was at Cowley. 

In theory, exterior and interior trimming-features of the Super are 
identical to that of the Cooper. Production of the Super began in June 
1961 and Cooper in July, so it would seem that the later adopted the 
former car's level of trim, not the other way around. The differences 
between the Super and Cooper in external appearance are badges 
(standard Mini) and radiator grilles and of course exhaust size! Interior 
differences: speedometer, gear-lever (standard double-crank ‘magic-
wand’ but chrome-plated) and its position. It is worth mentioning that 
the Super’s speedometer SN4408/10 seems unique in that no other Mini 

Garry Dickens
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has this fitted. There can be some slight differences between cars built at 
Longbridge and those built at Cowley which is pointed out in this article.

I have been able to record only a very small number of surviving 
Longbridge Austin Supers, the earliest being within the first 
one hundred or so Longbridge cars built. Although needing full 
restoration, it is largely original, especially the interior. As all Cooper 
production was at Longbridge it would be reasonable to assume that 
this car should be identical to the very early Cooper and therefore a 
good source of reference. 

‘Super' or 'Super De-Luxe' (SLD) ?

Often the Super is incorrectly referred to as ‘Super De-luxe’. Confusion 
begins from the start of production, with most Morris, and the majority 
of Austin cars, being recorded in the factory build-ledgers as ‘Super De-
Luxe. I can only think the reason for this is until production of the Super 
began, the only available saloon models were either ‘Basic’ or ‘De-
luxe’. Then the new ‘Super’ came along, it was built in some small and 
some large batches alongside the De-luxe, being recorded as 'Super’ 
De-Luxe. The car was launched as a Super and all BMC marketing 
material, brochures, posters and so on, promoted the car as a Super. 
The records are now incorrectly interpreted by Gaydon archivists and 
Heritage certificates are being supplied with details exactly as recorded. 
Therefore, Super owners are being advised that their car is a Super 
De-Luxe! As more and more Supers are being discovered and Heritage 
certificates issued, the situation can only get worse.

Further confusion is that the Super's chassis number has an extra 'S' in 
the prefix, for example: M-A2S4S (Morris), A-A2S7S (Austin), simple? 
No, not really because not all Supers have the extra 'S'. Most have, 
but a few were recorded without the ‘S’ and even had them omitted 
from the chassis plate. This seems to be nothing more than a random 
error. My own car, an Austin Super Seven, has the extra 'S' on the 
chassis plate but not on the Heritage certificate (which states it is a 
Super De-luxe), and in the original 1961 log book it records its chassis 
number without the extra 'S' and as a plain old Austin Seven.

The Super De-Luxe was introduced in October 1962, replacing 
both the Super and the De-Luxe; interestingly, the build-ledgers 
record these early cars as ‘New Super De-Luxe’. The Super De-Luxe 
continued with the extra 'S' in the chassis number but again, randomly 
a few came without.

Have a SUPER Christmas

The Super De-Luxe is far less elaborately trimmed than the Super. 
It was really the old De-Luxe but with a few Super features, such as 
bumper over-rider extensions, oil pressure and water temp gauges and 
vinyl-covered lower dash-rail. The early cars even had the push-button 
floor-start, having to wait until September 1964 to have the key-start. 

Production of the SDL carried on, with a few small detail changes, in 
essence until October 1967 when it was superseded by the Mk2. In 
September 1964 the car received the new Hydrolastic suspension, key-
start and a few other minor changes, then quietly the ‘Super’ part of its 
title was officially dropped but continued to be known as the ‘SDL’.

Next month I shall be covering the Super in detail. 

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any 
stories or anecdotes relating to one, please get in touch, even if it no 
longer exists.

Garry Dickens

1275GT Register

When MCR member Bernard Twist 
decided he needed a project to fill 
his retirement time, he probably did 
not anticipate the final outcome of his 
efforts. My chance to meet Bernard 
to view his creation and chat through 
his story came at Castle Combe in 
September this year, where Bernard 
was reluctantly offering his GT for sale.

Bernard’s 1980 1275GT registered PHP 
623W has been a labour of love with no 
expense spared on its components and 
build quality. The list of modifications 
reads like the who’s who of Mini tuning 
and performance specialists.

Starting with the restored shell, this was chemically stripped to bare 
metal and painted by Ian Slark of CCR&R in Blackwell. The build 
continued with a pair of BMH sub-frames and a full set of KAD alloy 
suspension components. Knowing that a high spec engine was in the 
plan, 4 pot calipers, uprated discs, Minifins and braided hoses gave 
Bernard the confidence that his GT would stop as well as it went.

The jewel in the crown has to be the Slark 1330 engine with all steel 
MED internals topped off with an Arden 8 port head controlled with 
a DTA ECU. This combination took a considerable amount of time, 
effort and cash to get running smoothly and reliably, with the final fix of a 
screened cable for the crank sensor solving the last of several challenges.

Alan Clark

Purposeful stance hinting at the performance potential
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reverting the car to a standard build spec. Thankfully, a buyer came forward 
at Castle Combe to take on this special GT as it was, and the lucky new 
owner is a fellow MCR member so we get to keep another GT in the club!

Watch out for PHP 623W at future events or perhaps flashing by you 
on a track somewhere!

Alan Clark

With transmission components following the same level of quality, the 
car has straight cut MED drop gears and a Quaife ATB differential. 
Bernard reports that the driving experience is definitely rewarding, 
with seamless power directly from the stable tick over.

Grip and road holding are assured by the Force Racing 3 piece wheels 
and Yoko A048 rubber which makes the Cobra Monaco seats and 
Willans harnesses more than just decorative, with the cornering 
potential available, particularly on track sessions at Castle Combe.

With less than 1,000 miles since completion, Bernard took the reluctant 
decision to sell his GT and move on to a new project. He did consider 
removing all the special components including the engine before sale, 

Flawless finish on the restored shell

Secure location and safety from the competition spec seating

Braded fuel line internally routed

Clean and minimalist engine bay shows off the 8 port 1330 lump

 Modern MINI Cooper Register

So it’s all over for another year. I hope 
you all got lots of goodies for you MINIs. 
I treated myself to a new set of carpets. I 
also bought a new Karcher K7 full control 
and what a beast it is. I just need some 
clear days to give the MINI the TLC it so 
deserves. The roads at this time of the 
year are in a disgusting state. Potholes, 
blocked drains, leaves, discarded fast 
food cartons etc. Why some people can’t 
take home their rubbish is totally beyond 
me. Do they expect someone else to 
pick it up for them? 

Not too many miles on my JCW these 
last couple of months, but she is still clean 
and shiny. Although I still have the rear 

brake light failure warning light come on due to having LED rear lights. I 
do hope there will be a fix for the fault code. 2018 car pre LCI is still not 
showing on the Carly App. (or so I have been told). You can now buy the 
Union Jack lights as a retrofit, so I guess MINI must have a fix. 

Now, when will I be able to get it into my garage? I have lived in the 
same house since 1993, with a double garage. My cars have been in 
it once I think. It’s just full of junk that may come in useful one day. I 
have 6 push bikes in it with boxes full of ‘Stuff’ waiting for the next 
car boot sale. Added to this I have the contents of 2 flats with my girls 
moving in and out etc. I suppose we all do it.

The hot topic of the month has to be winter tyres. I personally have 
never had any, but then again I do not go out in the snow for fear of 
getting stuck. Though as soon as I get out of my road the main roads 
are well gritted and normally clear. My drive is about 1 in 6 so I tend 
to stay down the bottom or park at the top. So, are winter tyres any 
good? They are harder and are made to dig in more. Do you need 
them? Well, if you live miles from an A road you probably do. But 
they are a recent import to the UK. MINI make a hard sell of buying 
another set of wheels with winter tyres, they will even store them for 
you if you do not have room in your garage. (Perish the thought).

David Young
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MINI have positively stated that a MINI GP3 will be made in 2020 and 
that it has been signed off. But still, only concept cars are being shown. 
Nice big seats, some kind of body panel attached to the rear end, 
personalised interior, (MINI yours), bigger wheels, rear seat delete. I 
think the power will be unchanged. Though I do think a revised power 
plant with reduced emissions is on the way. Apparently, MINI are taking 
reservations for them. (Face book rumour, so it must be true.) I still think 
the most desirable JCW has to be the F56 Challenge limited edition with 
only 50 being made. A proper LSD, nice Dynamic wheels, (a winter set 
of wheels and tyres too), Nitron Suspension, Mintex pads etc. Dream on.

News from MINI Motorsport Communications

Five MINI John Cooper Works Rally cars are to participate in the 
2019 41st Dakar Rally with MINI Motorsport’s partner, X-raid. The 
rally team will consist of four established MINI family crews. The 
five vehicles have already competed in pre-Dakar tests and are 
now enroute to Peru, South America, and the chosen arena for the 
toughest long-distance cross-country event on the 2019 rally calendar. 
The five rally cars and their MINI crews are more than ready for the 
challenge of the Peruvian desert landscapes and mountain sections.

Over the course of the 2018 rally calendar, the X-raid supported cars and 
crews have had a successful year. The Silk Way Rally 2018 (Russia edition) 
was one of two notable wins for Yazeed AlRajhi (KSA) and his co-driver 
Timo Gottschalk (GER), the second being winners of Rally Kazakhstan. 
The Spanish pairing of Joan ‘Nani’ Roma and Alex Haro took three wins 
in 2018 – Baja Portalegre 500, Turkmen Desert Race, and Hungarian 
Baja. As a former winner of Dakar in both a car (2014) and motorcycle 
(2004) categories, Roma is still hungry for Dakar success.

Waving the flag for Argentina in a third MINI JCW Rally will be the 
crew of Orlando Terranova and Ronnie Graue. Their win in the desert 
conditions of the 2018 Desafío Inca will stand them in good stead for 
Dakar 2019, where the heat and sand will be pivotal to determine the 
front runners in the early stages. Joining the aforementioned crews 
will be the experienced duo of Boris Garafulic (CHI) and co-driver 
Filipe Palmeiro (POR). All four crews will run at Dakar under the 
banner of X-raid MINI JCW Rally Team. 

The fifth MINI JCW Rally to run at Dakar will be with the ORLEN 
X-raid Team crew of Jakub “Kuba” Przygonski (POL) and co-driver 
Tom Colsoul (BEL). Four wins in nine outings helped Przygonski secure 
the 2018 FIA Cross Country Rally World Cup championship title – and 
with this in mind, the young Polish star is more than ready for the 2019 
Dakar. Przygonski has said “My goal for January is to do better than I 
did at the 2018 Dakar. I finished 15th in my first Dakar, seventh in 2017, 
and fifth last year. Tom and I are quick and have found a good rhythm 
over the course of the season. We have completed a lot of kilometres in 
recent months and are ready for the fight.” Sven Quandt – CEO X-raid: 
“We have an impressive line-up in our MINI John Cooper Works Rally 
cars. Nani has already won the Dakar once with us and Kuba is very 
determined after his World Cup win. He has learned a lot this season and 
matured as a driver. He is certainly capable of causing the odd upset. And 
you underestimate Yazeed and Orly at your peril. They are both very 
quick and, if they avoid any problems, are potential top-five drivers. We 
have worked together with Boris for a long time. I hope he makes it into 
the top ten this time. So far, he has always just missed out.”

Until next month, keep those MINIs clean and stay safe.

David Young
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Bristol, Glos and  
Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday13th September

Beefeater, Emersons Green, Bristol David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD TBD Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

  Derbyshire,  
  Lincolnshire &  
  Nottinghamshire

TBA TBA Phil Colledge 07591443396 & 01245207665.  
phil.colledge@btinternet.com

Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

TBA

Gwynedd 1st Wednesday
At 8:00pm

Glan Aber Hotel, Betws-y-Coed
Gwynedd LL24 0AB

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

The Queens Head, Portsmouth Road, Fishers Pond, 
Eastleigh SO50 7HF 

Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG
0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and Durham 1st Monday
At 8pm

The Dun Cow at Bournmoor, near Chester-le-Street, just 
off Junction 63 on the A1M. DH4 6DY 

Niall Cook 07770 796049
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 12th November 
At 11:00 am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Mick Tully 01273 883349 
g-tully@sky.com

  Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Meeting venue still to be found. Plan to join Prescott Hill 
climb Sunday 21st Oct as a group

Cliff Porter 01386 840645 
warks@minicooper.org

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire 3rd Tuesday at 8.00pm The Fox and Grapes Public House, York Road, LS15 4NJ, 
A64, Just off the A1

Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

  BeNeLux (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg) Bart Theelen  
benelux@minicooper.org

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

REGION

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org

NEW 

REGION



Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

Hello all, 

I hope you all had a good Christmas and I 
would like to wish everyone a great 2019.

2018 was quite a year with lots of great 
Mini events. The summer was certainly 
a great time to get out and about in 
our Minis and MINIS. I personally will 
remember our Beaulieu day, Wipers 
weekend and Minis to the Alps. All of 
which had sunshine by the bucket loads.

2018 has also been a great year for our regions. We have had two 
new regions set up this year, the BeNeLux Region and the Derbyshire, 
Lincolnshire & Nottinghamshire Region. I have enjoyed assisting Bart 
Theelen and Phil Colledge in setting up their regions. Please do support 
them and all of our regions in their events and activities.

It was also good to hear recently from David Dangerfield that his BGS 
region (which is still relatively new) has now passed the 100 members mark.

As I write this, I am still on the lookout for a Regional contact for our 
Yorkshire region. This could be either as a whole region or part of the 
county. If anyone might be interested in the role, or would like further 
information then please let me know. I would really like to have an MCR 
Regional contact in this part of the country.

I’m sure 2019 will be another great year in our Minis. 

All the best.
 
Richard Sign.
regions@minicooper.org
07968 307689

Bristol Gloucester and Somerset Region

The wet weather is here and most of our classic Minis will be in 
the garage for winter. If you have a classic Mini that you are using 
everyday over the winter – respect!  Or, if you have a modern MINI 
and will be driving throughout the winter with a demister, perhaps all 
4 and heated seats – I and others will be very jealous!

The highlight of November was the NEC Classic Motor Show in 
Birmingham.  I spent 5 hours walking round and I still didn’t see 
everything.  The MCR stand was very popular, there were loads of 
different cars, parts, tools, TV personalities and car orientated shows – 
a very good day out. See photos.

If you are a member of Facebook I have recently joined, so fee free 
to send me a friend request and join the MCR Group if you have not 
already done so.

A number of members have asked when the next regional meet up 
will be – traditionally, our first one of the year is in March and so I will 
provide details of when and where in the New Year.  

Merry Christmas to all members – I have found a festive Mini decoration 
available from Cadbury Garden Centre, Congresbury – see photo.

That’s it from me. 
 
David Dangerfield

REGIONAL REPORTS

The Heritage Panels display stand at the NEC 
show with their Heritage re-shelled Mk1 Cooper S

The concours winning 1959 
Mini owned by Ian Mathews

A Mini festive decoration
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Dorset Region 
Not a lot to report on this month as we approach the festive season.
However, here are a few dates for 2019:

January 9th - Our annual Christmas dinner at Tyrell’s Ford Country 
Hotel, meet at 7pm.
May 5th -  Downton Classic Car Show, Downton, Wiltshire.
June 9th  -  The MCR National Mini day Beaulieu.
August 11th -  The Breamore Classic Car Show, Breamore, Hampshire.
More dates for events will emerge in time, for road runs or breakfast 
runs etc.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our members a happy 
and healthy New Year.

New members are always welcome to our meetings and shows.

Nick Stansmore

Hampshire Region

The November meeting of the region was quite a busy affair with 25 
plus members in attendance.  Many of us took the opportunity to have a 
meal at our meeting venue as the menu offers good value food.  

Whilst Sally took deposits for the Christmas meal in December, the 
conversation elsewhere varied from current restorations, competing 
next year and talking about current Mini problems. It would appear that 
a few of us may attend the Boxing Day meet in Romsey which always 
attracts a good collection of classic cars. 

The end of November saw a number of members attend the switching 
on of the Christmas lights in Lee on the Solent and, despite the 
threatening weather, a number of cars were able to make it. My thanks 
go to Roz for the effort she put into gathering everyone up. It was a 
small display of classic Minis in the street that was a part of a larger set 
of festivities, including a French market and numerous other attractions. 
The organisers, The Lee Business Association, have asked me to pass on 
their thanks to all who took part.
 

Tony Salter

Kent Region 

Hi from Kent and a happy New Year! In the Mini’s 60th year in 2019 it 
looks like it will be a busy year!

Kent Events List 2019

Breakfast Run 28th April – Airport Café Start 
Deal RNLI Classic Car Show, 25th May, Deal.
Kent Stand @ the MCR National Mini Day, 19th June, Beaulieu. 
Mini Festival, 20th-21st July, Brands Hatch Circuit.
Bearsted Green Classic, 28th July, Bearsted Nr Maidstone.
IMM Bristol, 8th – 12th August, Easter Compton, Bristol
Ham Sandwich Run, 19th August, Kent Downs

Venue for Monthly Meetings
Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent 
ME17 4JD
The second Wednesday of each month. This month’s meeting will be 
9th January 2018 See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
Tel: 01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk
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Mid Staffs Region

A Happy and Prosperous New Year to all!

Our November meeting featured the annual quiz night, with 13 teams 
battling for the honour of Top Team, with questions ranging for wildlife 
to county towns, geography to aircraft and the Italian Job to currencies. 
In the end the top three teams were separated by just 3 points. Round 
one was 18 pictures of British wildlife with six butterflies, six deer and 
six ‘furries’ to identify. Would you be able to identify a Painted Lady 
from a Tortoiseshell butterfly or a Silka Deer from a Chinese Water 
Deer, or a Polecat from a Pine Martin? Yes, they are all found in the UK 
but with scores ranging from a high of 14 out of 18 points and several 
lows of 4 points clearly many couldn’t. 

Round 2 featured 20 questions in groups of five – county towns 
(Humberside was one), who makes or made (The DC3 and DC05 
were two of them); Records (Who set the fastest ever F1 lap at Monza 
in 2018?) to where is the World’s fastest elevator?  Then there were 
general knowledge questions such as; what connects Count Louis 
Zborowski and Caracticus Potts? Or which is the largest desert in the 
World? Out of a possible 25 points the highest score for this round was 
23. After a refreshments break where we enjoyed a small pie and peas, 
the final round was more general but somewhat harder overall, with 
such delights as who was the first F1 World Champion? Where was 
Freddie Mercury born? Which came first the internet or the worldwide 
web? Why is Mrs Phyllis Pearsall famous? In which UK city is the largest 
public book library in Europe? Again 25 points in total up for grabs but a 
high score of 16 this time! 

At the end of the quiz the Fords OK team won with a score of 43 
(out of 68 maximum), the second team scored 42 (I can’t publish their 
name!!!) and in third place that well used team name of Piston Broke 
scored 40 points. There was an entry fee of £1.00 per head to form the 

prize pot with 50% going to the winners 30% to 2nd place and 20% 
to third. The answers to the questions from Rounds 2 and 3 are at the 
bottom. A great fun night it was too.

Moving on to future events. I have had some good news from the 
George and Dragon in that the partition that had reduced the seating 
capacity of their function room will be moved before Christmas. 
Once there is a firm date I will start organising the Annual Dinner. 
Our guest will be Mike Broad who navigated for many people in 
the 1970s, 80s and even into the1990s. He started 112 World Rally 
Championship Rally events and numerous home international and 
national events. Mike is the youngest of three brothers from a family 
involved in the travel business (Robert who is now retired and Alan 
who still runs a travel agency in Lichfield) who I first met in the 1960s 
as a member of the Shenstone and District Car Club, and supported 
all the events they organised. I am told Mike has a wealth of stories 
and he prefers an interview style of a talk so that will be the format of 
the evening. Traditionally, the dinner is held as a ‘First Monday of the 
Month’ meeting, in which case it would be February 4th. But if you 
are reading this and have attended previous dinners I will contact you 
directly with details, which will also be sent out to people on the Stone 
Classic Car Group email list.

If the dinner takes the February 4th date, then the Scalextric Race night 
will be on Monday March 4th. The format will be similar to previous 
years with a series of races where the winners go through to the Race of 
Champions. A sprint event will run alongside the races.
Drive it Day in this year moves to the last Sunday in April to avoid 
Easter Sunday, so the date is Sunday April 28th 2019. Look out for 
our plans soon.

I am also planning our Annual Tour. I have a route which will take 
in more of Cheshire than we have previously, plus the Staffordshire 
Moorlands and some of the Peak District. At the moment the most 
likely date is Saturday August 3rd, but I do need to check the dates of 
some of the Classic Race events now the British Grand Prix date is fixed.

Answers to the quiz questions: From Round 2: County Town 
of Humberside is Beverley. The DC3 was made by the Douglas 
Aircraft Co. and the DC05 is made by Dyson. The fastest ever F1 
lap (163.786mph) was set by Kimi Raikkonen in qualifying at Monza 
and the world’s fastest elevator is in the Shanghai Tower, China. 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang connects Count Louis Zborowski and 
Caracticus Potts – Zborowski built the original in 1921 – 24 and 
Potts was the inventor in the film of the name. The largest desert in 
the world is Antarctica. From Round 3: The first F1 World Champion 
was Giuseppie Farina. Freddie Mercury was born in Zanzibar. The 
internet preceded the worldwide web by 10 years. Mrs Phyllis 
Pearsall created the first A-Z. The largest public book library is in 
Birmingham, England.
 
Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Painted Lady Butterfly

Tortoiseshell butterfly

Quiz night
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Suffolk Region

Jack Gray, who is retired and lives in St Osyth Essex, and who is an 
ardent supporter of our region, has justly gained a reputation as an 
expert in rebuilding Mini Coopers. 

Having restored his own 1275S to a high standard, he agreed to rebuild 
an Innocenti belonging to Steve Burch from Leiston, again to the highest 
standard, and as could be seen at Beaulieu this year. 

Jack has surpassed himself again with his latest creation, a Mk 3 1275, 
belonging to Rod Bance, a former colleague. There are several additional 
upgrades of Rod's choice to his car: a Webasto sunroof, green leather 
interior, matching steering wheel, Innocenti headlamps, and Jaguar front 
indicators to name but a few. All this was fastidiously put together by 
Jack's expert hand. Enjoy your imminent trip to New Zealand Jack, you 
deserve it! 

Here in Suffolk, we intend to have our Sunday Mystery Runs in January 
and February, weather permitting, i.e. no rain, snow or salt, so please 
join us 

Ian MacPherson  
07749936274

Warwickshire  Region

Happy New Year!

2018 was a quiet year for the region as a group since our regular 
monthly meeting place was being refurbished and re-branded as 
Caffeine & Machine.   As with all refurbishment projects it did not 
complete on time. The opening event took place on an extremely cold 
Saturday in October and several members attended.  Some popped 
in subsequently but were not completely happy so we don’t think the 
region will meet there in 2019.

We started the year with our Spring Road Run in the region starting and 
finishing in Ebrington.  In June we were entertained by Patrick Walker, 
who had organised a small motor show of Marathon cars and of course 
Minis. A few members went to the Prescott Hill Climb in October for 
their last breakfast meeting. As we had not met as a group regularly and 
members lived across the region, an evening meal was organised at the 
Hatton Arms near Warwick on 28th November.

Looking forward to this year, we think we will not meet each month but 
organise group trips in our Minis on a Sunday for a breakfast together. 
Many members hope to visit shows which are being organised to 
celebrate 60 years of Mini including the British Motor Museum's National 
Metro & Mini Show on Sunday 4th August 2019, in what promises to be 
an action packed show for all Mini & Metro enthusiasts. Attendees will 
also take part in the Guinness Book of Records’ attempt on the Saturday 
before the show to create the longest line of Minis ever seen.   

The region plans to host a display at the show, so if you would like to 
take part on the Saturday and/or Sunday, please contact Cliff Porter by 
email Warks@minicooper.org

Stop press! Prescott Hill Climb news.  The Bugatti Owners’ Club 
Newsletter - December 2018 reveals the results of the Club’s ‘Aldon 
Automotive Classic Championship based on the best 7 scores.  The Clarke 
family who are fellowship members of the Warwickshire region were on 
the Saloon class podium with 1st place going to the son, Matt in his 1960 
Austin Mini and his Dad, Andy in 3rd place, but not in his estate version!”

Cliff  Porter    
Regional organiser @MiniCooperRegister on Facebook

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Jack Gray’s 
own beautifully 
restored Cooper S

Steve Burch’s 
Innocenti as 
restored by 
Jack Gray too

Jack Gray, Rod & Angie Bance
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WANTED

01252 612245

complete collections purchased.
any condition considered from barn finds 

to concours.
we are cash buyers, not agents, 

immediate settlement
with discretion assured.

01252 612245 | 07836 20315901252 612245 | 07836 203159
sales@cms-gb.com

ALL MINI COOPERS & 
COOPER S MK1, 2 & 3.  
ALSO INTERESTED IN 1275 GT, 

COUNTRYMANS / TRAVELLERS, PICKUPS, 
VANS AND LOW MILEAGE STANDARD 

SALOONS.

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency (DVLA) may refuse to 
register vehicles that are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. may ask the 
police to inspect cars without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are advised to be cautious before 
purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR EITHER BY EMAIL  
OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” adverts are free 
(minis and mini parts only) providing they are not excessively 
long nor in the course of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. Non-members and trade 
members wishing to place a classified advert must enclose 
a cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned unpublished. Cheques 
should be made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 1977. All 
traders are required to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books (V5 documents) 
and/or chassis plates cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts must 
be in written form only please and addressed to the magazine 
editor. This includes instructions for repeat insertions and/or 
advert amendments.

FOR SALE AND WANTEDFOR SALE AND WANTED
Cars for sale 

Mini ERA 1989 with leather interior and only 28,000 miles. VGC. Owned since 
1999. MOT records. Restored approx 15 years ago, kept in garage ever since. Runs 
on unleaded. Reason for sale, moving house. Good example, a real head turner! 
£25,000 ono. Tel 020 89797065 or email familyginn5@gmail.com  

Parts for sale 

Classic Mini tuning manuals by Clive 
Trickey, the only name in tuning for many 
years. Tried and tested tuning advice 
which still works on Classic Minis today. 
Used but still current. 

Plus - Companion books for the 
enthusiast guiding you carefully 
and slowly through the history and 
maintenance of these historic cars. 
£25.00    

Classic Mini Golden Era framed cards 
demonstrating The Mini Cooper and all 
the other models of the Mini through 
its long successful history. Two 40 x 
37cm (16” x 14.52), one 33 x 32 cm 
(13” x 12.5”). 
 

Plus - Old Motoring Maps, 
to simply enjoy or can be 
used as a companion for 
the Classic Cars in shows to 
demonstrate the long gone 
roads when cars of this 
age were in their element. 
£30.00
 
Contact John 07970 
676736, yannis.edmunds@
tiscali.co.uk Bath Area
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CLAIM YOUR FREE COPY TODAY:
SIMPLY CALL 0800 923 3006 AND QUOTE COOP

Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm. Sat - Sun 10am - 4pm. Calls are free from landline and mobile phones. 

Terms and conditions: Offer available to UK residents only. Free copy only available to the � rst 1000 callers. One copy of a single 
magazine per household. Please allow up to six weeks for delivery of your magazine. If you live outside the UK, please phone +44 
01959 543 747 for our latest subscription offer. Offer ends 31 January 2018 or when stocks are depleted, whichever is soonest. 
Kelsey Publishing Ltd., publishers of coast magazine uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how we 

would like to use your personal information. For full details visit www.kelsey.co.uk or call 01959 543 747. If you have any questions 
please ask as submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you 
about products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time 

via email on data.controller@kelsey.co.uk or call 01959 543 747.
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Still a fun drive? We fi nd out

 FIRST DRIVE 

PLUS: 
■ Motorsport preview

■ JCW GPs in Turkey

■ Meets, shows, news

Dream machineR53 Cooper S has the lows and the power
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MINI MIGLIA BUILD, STELVIO ROAD TRIP,PLUS
KEITH CALVER’S ESSENTIAL VERTO CLUTCH GUIDE

SUPER SEVEN
EARLY MKI BUILT

FOR ENJOYMENT

BIG-BORE BLASTER
OLD SCHOOL TWEAKS,
NEW AGE TRICKS

STUNNING FAST ROAD 
MINIS TO SATISFY ALL 
TASTES AND BUDGETS

ROAD RACER
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HIGHS AND LOWS
ROOTES TO CHRYSLER

FIND ME A...
HOT HATCH ICON

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS

Vol.23  
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May 2017

FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE 
TRIUMPH TR7

ESSENTIAL ADVICE IN BUYING 
BRITAIN'S BARGAIN SPORTS CAR

CHOOSE A SHOW:
NEW AGE CLASSICS:
TOYOTA MR2 MK3

THIS SUMMER'S 
EVENTS LISTING

CHOOSE A SHOW:
PLUS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING
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100sOF CARSFOR SALEBUY A NEW CLASSIC FOR SPRING
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BOXSTER OR XK8?£5k
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DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT
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MORRIS OXFORD

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT

80s XR FORDS
FROM £2500

SpecialistRates
forClubMembers

*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate
House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. FP ADGE775.3.17

With FJ+ you can add to your policy from a range of cover
options* including breakdown, agreed value, salvage
retention and spare parts.

Call our friendly UK team for a quote.

0333 207 6004
or visit footmanjames.co.uk

Insurance
solutions* for
classics and
more.

R
umours
circulate about
the future
of storied
British sports

car maker Lotus. As
Chinese manufacturers
add to their portfolios
by investing in historic
domestic marques,
industrial relations mar
others. Is Lotus about to
join Vauxhall by passing
into French hands? Full
story inside.
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
5th APRIL 2017 ISSUE 376

BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA
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-
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR

LASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICLASSICCCLASSICLASSICLASSIC
GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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