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Minispares - MIDLAND  
West Midlands 

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury.  
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ 

Tel: 0121 544 0011   

Minispares - LONDON  
LONDON (M25/A1 Junction) MINISPARES HEAD OFFICE 

Cranbourne Industrial Estate,  Cranbourne Rd.  
 Potters Bar, Herts. EN6 3JN 

Tel: 01707 607700 

Minispares - NORTH  
Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road  

Northminster Business Park 
York Y026 6QU 

Tel: 01423 881800     

minispares.com 

Parts available on line and by mail order - or visit one of our three shops

www.minispares.com 
Supporting the Mini owner since 1975

Mini Spares - The New Original

Demand Mini Spares Approved Parts
The last original Mini with Genuine Rover quality parts fitted rolled 
out Cowley works in 2000, but sadly the supply of original 
replacement parts, regardless of what the packaging says, has now 
diminished to a trickle, but do not worry, as we have taken over 
control. We examine the quality of parts available from genuine 
or aftermarket suppliers and decide what to supply for your Mini. 
Our informative website and knowledgeable staff  will give you a 

truthful and transparent description of all the parts we stock, unlike 
some other vendors, which is what you would expect from the 
largest supplier of Mini parts in the world. With a turnover 
exceeding 16 million per annum our buying power allows us to 
buy in large quantities at the best prices and so pass the savings 
on to you. Pictured above are some of our Mini Spares branded 
parts from original suppliers or manufactured exclusively for us.
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

June magazine – 1st May
July magazine – 1st June
August magazine – 1st July

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Nigel Oates  
OTS Management Consulting & Setting Solutions Ltd 
Greenfield Lock, Christleton, Chester. CH3 5PN 
07765 235204 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
31 Smallhythe Road, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 7LH 
0747 7717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
jonathanvoss1994@gmail.com

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Membership Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
membership@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
0045 9133 3068 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
Position vacant  
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Jack Ward 
81 Tower Hill, Dover CT17 0AG 
07984 302894 
youth@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Brian Culcheth
Ray Cunningham
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Andy Harrison 
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
Bill Richards
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Nick Swift
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Mike Wood
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 24.04.17.indd   1 27/04/2017   12:19

Trade Supporter
2019
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against 
a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means 
accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may 
be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the 
public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices 
of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Nigel Oates
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer  
the membership - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
You might recall in last month’s issue 

I mentioned that CooperWorld 
had, once again, been shortlisted 
for the award of Outstanding Club 
Magazine in the National Car Club 
Awards and that I was going to attend 
the awards ceremony to see if we 
might have won the award this time 
round. Well, sadly, we were out of luck 
again this year but as the old saying 
goes, there’s always next year! 

Moving on to what’s in store for you 
in this month’s issue of CooperWorld and, firstly, Cara Jackson has 
written a great account of the first of the HRCR and Mini Sport 
Championship rallies of this year’s events. She touches on some of the 
highs and lows of rallying classic Minis in 2019. She has accompanied 
her article with some great action shot photos. You will find her 
article in the Competition section of the magazine on page 32.

For the second month running we have again three Members’ articles 
for you to enjoy, with the first article being written by Jon Richardson 
in which he gives a detailed insight as to how to go about organising a 
rally and, in his case, the Northumberland and Borders Rally. Do read 
his interesting article – who knows, perhaps you might be inspired to 
organise a rally after reading Jon’s ‘How to’ article.

Then Steve Harris has sent me an article about a car he is building by 
way of a homage recreation of a special Mini which he was originally 
involved with building back in the 1960s when he was working for 

Downton Engineering Works. There is an intriguing story and 
connection between the original car and the one that Steve is 
currently working on. So, if that catches your interest you can find 
Steve’s article on page 20 in the Members’ article section.

The final article of the three is, of course, our regular Members’ 
article series from Peter Barker with his next ‘interview with’ 
article and his candidate this month is former Mini racer Sir John 
Whitmore. I have to say that I always look forward to reading 
Peter’s ‘interview with’ articles, as they give such a great insight into 
the characters of these interesting individuals. You will find Peter’s 
latest article on page 18.

Now for a bit of housekeeping and Peter Barratt, the co-ordinator 
for the Car Registers, has written an update on some of the changes 
that have been made to the way that you can now register your car 
with the club online. Check out the changes and improvements that 
have been made on page 26. Then Mike Bennett, our Webmaster, 
has also written an update on the improvements he has made to the 
MCR website as well as our various social media platforms. You can 
find Mike’s update on page 14.

And finally, it is not long now before our National Mini 60 Day at 
Beaulieu takes place on Sunday 9th June. So, if you haven’t yet got 
your advance tickets for the show, then don’t leave it any longer 
because you may miss out. Hopefully, see you there!

Paul Sulma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2019

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Jacking Point Grommets Two Wheel Roof Racks to Works specification

Original Works unused Grill Mesh complete with new Radiator Muff and fittings

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm

Irvin full harness seat belt



plate with our VAT obligations and getting to grips with how we do things. 
Finally, we have David Hucker, our new Public Relations Officer, who has 
hit the ground running with some positive ideas to spread our word more 
widely. I wish these relatively new Committee members well. 

Finally, at the post AGM Committee meeting I was pleased to be nominated 
as Chairman for another year with Tony Salter also being nominated as Vice 
Chairman. This will be my tenth year as Club Chairman and perhaps it is 
time for me to call this my last year and let someone else take the reins? But 
I will happily continue as long as my services are required. A full set of the 
AGM minutes are available on the MCR members' only area of the forum, 
as indeed are all of the minutes of Committee meetings.

Also at the post AGM Committee meeting we decided to appoint Brian 
Culcheth as an honorary member of the MCR. Brian, a rally driver of great 
experience was a member of the Abingdon Works team towards the end of 
the Mini's reign and became a real force to be reckoned with in the Works 
Triumphs. Brian started rallying way back in 1959 in a Mini and a Sprite and 
became a Works co-driver with Standard Triumph in 1963. He joined the 
Abingdon team to drive the Austin 1800 and Rallycross Triumph 1300s. He 
finished 2nd overall on the London to Mexico Rally in a Triumph 2.5. He 
also drove a Works Mini on the 1969 Tour de France and drove the last 
Works Mini on the 1970 Australian Southern Cross and Rally of the Hill. He 
later went on to drive for Leyland with Dolomite Sprints, Morris Marinas 
and Triumph TR7/8s. Brian joins the distinguished ranks of other honorary 
members. And just to let members know the criteria for appointing 
honorary members, we are, according to the club rules, permitted to 
appoint one honorary member for every 100 club members - we can now 
happily welcome Brian to the club. Brian will, along with a good number of 
our other honorary members, be in attendance at Beaulieu in June.

Don’t forget that we are now just six weeks away from Beaulieu, our 
National Day on 9th June – which always seems to creep up rather 

quickly. The day I’m sure will be a great success and the weather will be 
perfect. I’d advise buying your tickets in advance on line firstly, to save some 
money (especially if you don’t plan to come along in a Mini), and secondly, 
to save time at the gate. Visits www.minicooper.org and follow the links for 
Beaulieu tickets. The savings are very worthwhile. We will again have some 
of our honorary members there for you to talk to and get an autograph. 
Not forgetting, of course, Graham Robson, our commentator for the day, 
who will be interviewing the visiting celebrities and entertaining you with 
his encyclopaedic knowledge of all things to do with motoring. For club 
members wishing to take a ‘Trunk Traders’ pitch to shift some of your 
unwanted Mini bits and sell them free of ebay and PayPal fees, contact Tony 
Salter and he will book you in (02380 560073 evenings). Tony still needs 
volunteers to help out for a couple of hours to park and marshal cars into 
the right places. Without these people, the day would soon degrade into 
chaos. So, if you fancy a free entry and a meal voucher, please call Tony and 
offer your services. See you all in baking sunshine in June.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

At the AGM, held on Sunday the 17th 
March at the Banbury House Hotel, 

it was nice to welcome club members to 
hear what we, as a Committee, have been 
doing for the last year, and hear of our 
plans and aims for the coming year. One of 
the highlights was that the club continues 
to attract new members as our numbers 
continue to increase. CooperWorld is 
still well regarded and a brilliant shop 
window for the club and does us great 
credit. We are also still in a strong financial 
position and we again made a very small 

profit during what was a trying time for our new Treasurer. We have 
now, because of our size, been obliged to be registered for VAT and it is 
hoped that this will not have a detrimental impact on the club's finances. 
The Committee decided prior to the AGM that we would not raise the 
subscriptions this year, despite costs for CooperWorld rising over the 
last year. It has to be stressed again, that your subs simply pay for your 
copy of the magazine. The funds to run the club come from sponsorship, 
advertising in CooperWorld and our income from Beaulieu. 

This brings me to the subject of sponsorship and it is with great regret 
that I have to inform you that Carole Nash, who have been with us for 
the last eight years, have decided to leave us as sponsors from the end of 
May. We owe them and Peter McIlvenny especially, a debt of gratitude as 
in the early days it was their financial support that allowed us to take the 
big step in producing CooperWorld as a full colour A4 magazine. They 
will continue to cater for, and welcome club members to their insurance, 
and will still offer a discount to members. Hopefully, we will soon be able 
to attract another sponsor to bridge the financial gap.

We always announce the club awards at the AGM but give out the awards 
to our wider audience at Beaulieu. This year’s award for Services to the 
Club, which is the Don Moore trophy, goes to Peter Moss for his fine work 
on running our Minis to Monte and Alps trips, being a strong Committee 
member as Treasurer, and then Competition Secretary. The Club Personality 
Award, which is the Big Valve trophy, goes to Justin Ridyard for revitalising the 
Club Shop and his tireless work at the NEC Classic Motor Show. The Regional 
Award, nominated by Richard Sign, goes to Kent Region for their high profile 
and very active regional activities. Finally, we have the Editor's award, which is 
nominated by Paul Sulma, and he awarded it to me for my twenty five years 
writing as Archivist and continual contributions to CooperWorld. 

The election of the Committee members followed the numerous reports 
and I’m pleased to say that all standing posts were re-elected unopposed, 
so the Committee is unchanged, albeit we have had quite a few changes 
during the year. Our new Youth Co-ordinator, Jack Ward, has a big task 
ahead of him in trying to attract and support the younger members we have 
and wish to attract. Peter Barker recently re-joined the Committee as an 
experienced Competition Secretary. Our new Treasurer also has a lot on his 
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We welcome the following new members who joined during March

NEW MEMBERS

Geoff Corker, Faringdon, Oxfordshire

Richard Smyth, Newcastle, Dublin, Republic of Ireland

Declan Grogan, Carlow, Republic of Ireland

Paul Jordan, Warminster, Wiltshire

Richard Bladen, Christchurch, Dorset

Cole & Andrea Liggett, Fruita, Colorado, USA

Douglas Powell, Winchester, Hampshire

Martyn & Sally Shears, Southampton, Hampshire

Gerard McAleer, Omagh, Tyrone

Garry Wakerly, Sudbury, Suffolk

Mark Richards, Camberley, Surrey

Andrew Brookes, Solihull, West Midlands

Graham Hiron, Romford, Essex

Alan Wriaight, Worcester Park, Surrey



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 
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The clubs presence at the IMM in Bristol is being organised by David 
Dangerfield. The club will have camping and a club stand/social area. If 
you are planning the trip down and you wish to camp for the weekend 
with other club members, then please contact David so he can 
assess numbers. Email David at dangerf55@yahoo.co.uk for further 
information or to advise you are going. 

John Price is coordinating the Silverstone Classic on the 26th-28th July; 
attendance is likely to be one day so if you are interested in going to this 
event and want for further information then please contact John at john.
price@anamec.co.uk

The club’s track day, Coopers at Castle Combe, is taking place on the 
17th August at the Castle Combe Circuit. Contact Graham Robinson 
and book yourself in for a track session. As always, spaces on track will 
sell out fast! Email graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com
 
The Ham Sandwich Run is in August but book on now if you have not 
done so already.

New to the events list is the Belgian Diamond Mini Run which is due to 
take place on 21st to 22nd September. It starts in Gent, East Flanders, 
for a touristic route through wonderful landscapes, picturesque villages 
and viewpoints. On Saturday evening there is a celebratory dinner 
and check into the hotel. Sunday morning is a second etappe with a 
destination to the ‘Golden Classic festival’ in Lauwe. This is a big classic 
car event with live music, food trucks, etc. Park up and enjoy the 
atmosphere of the retro world. Here is also the end of the weekend. 
Lauwe is only 1 hour 30 minutes drive from Calais. For the 2 days the 
registration cost €200 (Mini incl 2 persons) and included in that cost 
is breakfast, lunch and dinner. The hotel does have secure parking. 
On Saturday the road book covers about 75 miles and on the Sunday 
a short run of 30 miles. Contact Wesley Berloo bmot@telenet.be for 
further details.

That’s all for now! 

Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

We had a great weekend at end of 
March with the Auto Club Eclance in 

France and Belgium; you may have seen our 
progress bulletins on Facebook. The Mk2 
behaved superbly (more than could be said 
for the Brantz). John Matthews and I set 
off on the Friday for a steady cross country 
drive to Ypres for sign on. Dinner on Friday 
night was followed by a visit to the Menin 
gate for the many there to witness the 
playing of last post. This is always something 
that is worth doing when in the area. We 
followed some 300k over the weekend 
starting in Ypres to St Omer, then Cap 
Gris Nez on the channel coast and back to 

Ypres for dinner and a beer. On Sunday we drove to Nedonchel and a finish 
for dinner and a presentation in St Pol sur Ternoise. We had a nightmare 
with the Brantz on the first run and did not recover until later in the day. 
After then it was all plain sailing and we did not pick up too many points. 
The road book was interesting, not as detailed as a Minis too event, but 
enough info to get you round (just about). The questions, code boards and 
check points, some hidden, keep you on your toes too. It was a great event 
organised by some lovely people, A few Minis and members of the MCR 
took part. I am looking forward to next year, fingers crossed. 

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

EVENTS CALENDAR
Key 

Bold = National MCR event or  
Club stand.

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance.

May 2019

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: 3rd-4th-5th May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: http://www.doningtonhistoric.com/

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: 5th May 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track 
day at Blyton Park Classic Mini’s.  
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.
co.uk/action-day.htm

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: 4-5th May 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, 
Downton, Wilts 
Contact: To book for the show - Downton@live.
co.uk, and to book a space on the MCR Dorset 
Region stand - nickstansmore@live.co.uk”

Event: Riveria Run 
Date: 3rd -6th May 
Location: St Austell, Cornwall 
Contact: http://www.cmcrivierarun.co.uk/

Event: Minis at the Quarry 
Date: 11th May 
Location: Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre 
Contact: http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/

Event: Himley Hall British Mini Day 
Date: 12th May  
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/



Mini Cooper Register | 11

Event: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
Date: 18-19th May 
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/ 
Club Contact : johnpparnell@talktalk.net

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 19th May  
Location: Brighton 
Contact: http://www.london-to-brighton.
co.uk/

June 2019

Event: The Vintage Nostalgia Festival 
Date: 31st May-2nd June  
Location: Stockton Park, Stockton, Wilts 
Contact: topham63@gmail.com

Event: Mini at Home 
Date: 6th June  
Location: Mini Oxford 
Contact: LUXEWERX on Facebook

Event: National Mini Day Mini 60 – Mini 
Cooper Register 
Event: 9th June 
Location: Beaulieu Hampshire  
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org

Event: Bromley Pageant of Motoring 
Date: 23rd June 
Location: Norman Park, Bromley, Kent. 
Displays, traders, club stands, autojumble. 
Contact: www.bromleypageant.co.uk

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 15th-16th June  
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Event: Really Retro Show 
Date: 23rd June  
Location: Seighford Airfield, Stafford. 
Contact: http://www.reallyretroshow.com/

July 2019

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 4th-7th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Brighton Mini Club – Minis on the Rec. 
Date: 14th July 
Location: Brighton 
Contact: clubs@brightonminiclub.co.uk

Event: Thames Valley Tour 
Date: 28th July 
Location: Thames Valley Region 
Contact: Terry schraider@btinternet.com

Event: Mini Festival  
Date: 20-21st July 
Location: Brands Hatch 
Contact: http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/

Event: Lavender Run 
Date: TBC July 
Location: Worcester 
Contact: http://www.rdcc.org.uk/lavender.aspx

Event: Silverstone Classic 
Date: 26th -28th July  
Location: Silverstone, Northamptonshire 
Contact: John Price - john.price@anamec.co.uk

August 2019

Event: National Metro & Mini Show 
Date: 4th August 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.
co.uk/events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: Classic Car and MG Summer Picnic - 
MGB Register 
Date: August 
Location: Millets Farm Centre 
Contact: www.mgb-register.org

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 2nd – 4th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: IMM Bristol 
Date: 8th – 12th August 
Location: Washingpool Farm, Main Rd, Easter 
Compton, Bristol BS35 5RE 
Contact: https://imm2019.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: 2nd August 
Location: Old Pawlett Road, Highbridge TA9 
4HQ 
Contact: https://www.facebook.com/
events/1781012461919359/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 3rd-4th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic 
racing championships and static classic car.  
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/
nostalgia

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: 17th August 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: GRAHAM ROBINSON 
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Mallory Park 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region, contact Justin & Annie 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Diamond Mini Tour and Shelsley Walsh 
Mini Day 
Date: 25th August 
Location: Tour Start M42 J6 and Shelsley Walsh 
Hillclimb venue Worcestershire 
Contact: https://www.tuliprallytours.co.uk

Event: Minis at Goodwood - “An Italian Job in 
a day” 
Date: 25th August 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.minisatgoodwood.com/

September 2019

Event: Beaulieu International Autojumble 
Date: 7th-8th September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 13th-15th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 14th-15th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: http://www.
manchesterclassiccarshow.com/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 15th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Minis to Ireland  
Date: 20th – 27th September  
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young - membership@
minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 21st September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: BELGIAN DIAMOND MINI RUN 
Date: 21st-22nd September 
Location: Gent, East Flanders 
Contact: Benelux Region, Wesley Berloo and 
Philippe De Lauw  
 - bmot@telenet.be 
www.belgianminisontour.be 

Event: Mini Action Day 2018 
Date: 28th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 29th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2019 

November 2019 

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 8th -10th TBC November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

EVENTS
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The MCR’s National Mini Day at Beaulieu 
Sunday 9th June 2019

An update on the show

As you will all know now the theme for our Beaulieu event this year is celebrating 60 years 
of the Mini. The main arena display will be 60 Minis from 1959 through to a modern Mini of 
2019. I have a few cars already, but still need a few more. The cars do not need to be concours 
standard, roadworthy would be nice! I would welcome all variants of the Mini, from saloons and 
Coopers to pickups and estates. Even Elfs and Hornets are welcome although sadly, mine will 
not be ready for the show! Age is not a barrier and so I would like a good spread of cars from 
all the years of production.

As always, this event cannot take place without volunteers helping with directing traffic and parking 
cars etc. I have a few helpers already, but need more. If you are able to help for a couple of hours or 
so, I would be most grateful. In return I can offer a free entry ticket and a meal voucher. 

The concours has had a few entries so far (it is March as I type this). Some classes are getting 
more entries than others, so if you are interested in taking part, please go to our website 
and download the form. This can be emailed to me or sent via the post with a cheque. This 
is a good opportunity to show off your car, restoration skills or simply your proficiency with 
cleaning products.

If you have a garage full of parts just gathering dust the trunk trading area is for you. This is a 
dedicated area where no vans or tables are allowed. It’s just a sheet on the ground to ensure that 
those who sell are not professional traders. This area has seen some impressive bargains picked 
by a lucky few in past years!

Finally, advance tickets are available by going to our website, www.minicooper.org and following 
the link on the Beaulieu page.

Tony Salter

Discounted Advance tickets are on sale now.

Online at www.minicooper.org 
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Beaulieu volunteers
This year’s date for the show is the 9th June 
and, as usual, I am in need of volunteers to 

help with marshalling. There are two shifts, one 
from 8:00am to 10:30am and the later one from 

10:30am to 1:00pm. 

As you can see I only need 2 ½ hours maximum 
of your time. In return I can offer a free entry 
ticket, a meal voucher and the opportunity to 

see many of the cars that come to our show. The 
remainder of the day is your own.

Please either call me on 02380 560073 (eves 
only) or email me on beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Helpers are essential to the running of our national 
day and your help is very much appreciated. 

If you are interested in

helping your club on the day:

please call me, Tony Salter, on 02380 560073

alternatively email me on

beaulieu@minicooper.org

Trade Stands
We are now taking bookings for Trade 
Stands for this year’s National Mini Day at 
the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, New 
Forest, Hampshire and we are pleased to say 
that the cost of stands is being held at last 
year’s level.

We are restricted on space for stands, so they will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
Early booking is therefore essential to ensure 
your place and booking must be made in advance 
as it will not possible to turn up on the day. Each 
5m x 5m trade stand will be £45 plus the cost of 
an entrance ticket per person attending. Please 
go to our website www.minicooper.org, follow 
the Beaulieu tab, to see the latest update on the 
trade stands and availability. 

 
Please email Peter Barratt  
at: email beaulieutrade@minicooper.org 

BEAULIEU CONCOURS

The booking form for the Concours 
is now available to download from our 
website www.minicooper.org and email 

it to Tony Salter at:  
beaulieu@minicooper.org

If you do not have access to a computer
call Tony Salter on 02380 560073 

and he will post you a form.

Booking in advance costs £5 per car
plus the cost of the entrance ticket.

If there are places left you may book on 
the day when it will cost £7.50

TRUNK TRADERS

We are looking for more trade stands, in 
particular Autojumble. We will have an area 
reserved for private autojumbling from a 
non Mini or MINI. This will be for a small 
cost of £10 in advance, or £15 on the day, for 
a 10ft x 10ft pitch, in addition to your 
normal entrance ticket. 

There will be no vans allowed and no 
tables. This is to allow those people who 
are simply clearing out a collection of parts 
to be contained in one area (which will be 
sign posted). This is non trade and will be 
policed as such. We hope this will give more 
prominence to those who have excess stock 
to get rid of and give buyers more choice. 

 
Pitches may be booked in advance through 
Tony Salter at: beaulieu@minicooper.org
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Webmaster - An overview of internet and 
media services provided for MCR members
Time was when a motor club’s use of the internet involved a 
website (a static one at that), and maybe a few email addresses. But 
time has moved on and the proliferation of options available has 
enabled us to make far more use of the internet; the website is now 
interactive and viewable on phones and tablets and the various social 
media platforms extend our reach considerably. Here is a quick tour 
of the Mini Cooper Register’s internet presence.

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/MiniCooperRegister/)

We have both a Facebook page and a group, the page is used to 
broadcast news about the club and anyone in the world can view 
it. The page can be used by anyone to send private messages to 
the club.

The group is for members only and so to use it you must make 
a request to join the group. To join the group, just enter Mini 
Cooper Register in the Facebook search box. You may see 
both the page and the group, select the group and choose 
‘Join Group’. When you do so please answer the questions, 
if you don’t, then your details cannot be checked against the 
membership database and you won’t be admitted to the group. 
The group is being used by members to ask questions, share 
information and announce events etc.

Twitter (https://twitter.com/cooperregister)

One of the advantages/disadvantages of social media is that everyone 
has their own preferred service, for those who like to tweet; we 
have a Twitter account where succinct messages and photos can be 
shared. Our Twitter account currently has 2,690 followers.

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/minicooperregister/)

If you are an Instagram user, then our account contains some great 
Mini related images which are being shared by 2,042 followers.

Website (https://www.minicooper.org/)

I have left the website to last because it offers the most to the 
members of the club. Along with the social media platforms, the 
website is our shop window, publicising the club and hopefully 
attracting new members. However, it is a lot more than that as it 
provides a route to the various on-line services available to club 
members. Anyone can view most of the website but only members 
of the club can access certain areas.

Before talking about how you access the Members’ area, it 
is worth pointing out that the club uses the services of The 
Lavenham Press to administer our membership; they do this 
through their own website which is completely separate to the 
club website. In order to renew your membership or alter your 
membership details, you need to log into their website using your 
membership number and password, this is not to be confused with 
the log in for the Members’ area of our website. You can get to 
the Lavenham’s site by selecting the ‘Membership account’ option 
below the Members menu.

Back to our website, and you may have noticed a new look 
to our home page, the layout has changed so that you can see 
the latest announcements at a glance. In order to access the 
Members’ area of the site, you need to be registered. This 
involves supplying the username and password that you will use 
when logging in. The username and password can be anything 

you want; the username must be unique and the password 
should be something that cannot be guessed. To register, visit the 
website and select the ‘Website Registration’ option from the 
menu, it is just below Members. This will display a page asking 
you for these details as well as your town and country. When you 
submit this form, the details have to be manually checked against 
the membership database to ensure that it is a valid request, so 
please be patient. It is amazing how many people claim to be 
members when they are not. When the request is approved you 
can then log in to the website and access the Members’ only 
features which include:

On-line CooperWorld

As each edition of CooperWorld is published, it is added to the site 
and can be read on-line, all the editions back to January 2015 are 
available to view.

Forum

Our forum has been going for many years and contains a wealth 
of technical information. As with many forums, Facebook has 
made a huge dent in the number of posts added to the Forum. 
This is a great shame as the Forum is a much better medium for 
discussing technical matters. One of the key advantages is the 
ease of searching the Forum for specific information - try doing 
that on Facebook.

As well as the technical details that may be requested and found, 
the minutes of the club’s committee meetings are also posted on 
the Forum.

Car Registers

The register of members’ cars has been moved onto our website, 
when you have logged in, you will see a menu option called ‘My 
Cars’ below Members. This takes you to a page on the site that 
displays the details of your car (or cars), and you can use this 
page to add a car or modify any of the details of cars you have 
already registered, including the fact that you have sold your car. 
The details include such information as its year, make, model and 
colour etc and you can add photos of your car too. The Registrar 
for your type of car will automatically be notified when you add 
or change a car. Only you and the Registrar can see the details of 
your cars.

Also under the Members menu item is an option called Register 
Summary, this will display the number of cars in each of the club’s 
registers.

Behind the scenes

As well as the visible features on the website, there are also a 
number of behind the scenes systems that help to run the club. 
New this year is an on-line booking system that the traders can 
use to book their stalls for the club’s flagship event, the National 
Mini Day at Beaulieu. There is also a system to help your regional 
representative keep in touch with you and the rest of the members 
in your area.

I hope the above gives you an insight as to what the club now offers 
it members when it comes to internet and media services.

Mike Bennett

By Mike Bennett -Webmaster
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Mini Day at Brooklands- Sunday 24th March 2019
By Ken Hunter

EVENTS
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This is the seventh year that the Thames Valley Region has organised this 
event for the MCR, and for a change, the day was sunny and warm.

We were allocated space for 15 cars adjacent to the aircraft hanger, 
and opposite the finishing strait. This gave us an excellent view of 
Minis and MINIS arriving. Over the years there has been a noticeable 
increase in the number of modern MINIs attending, mostly driven by 
young drivers.

Our cars on display consisted of seven Rover Coopers (various 
versions), two Mk1s, a Mk2 Cooper S, Mk 2 Cooper, Mk1 Mini 850, a 
1967 Minisprint, Rover Downton Club Sport, BMW MINI Cooper and 

an Innocenti Mini Cooper. It was a good representative collection of 
cars on our display which drew a great deal of interest.

I would like to thank everyone that brought their cars and a big thank you 
to Robert Clayson, who took excellent photographs of the event for us.

Finally, we managed to attract several new members and one who 
wished to rejoin the club.

Ken Hunter

Photos Robert Clayson
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Interview with Sir John Whitmore
By Peter Barker

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

A racer of Minis and Coopers during the early 1960s, Sir John 
Whitmore, known as ‘the racing baronet,’ was interviewed by me 

for MiniWorld magazine in 2006.

‘I grew up very much in the shadow of high-achieving and dominant 
parents. When I was born my father, the Lord Lieutenant of Essex, 
was already 65 years old so he was a pretty distant figure in my life. 
My mother had been a ballet dancer in her youth but by the time I was 
born she was the local head of the Red Cross and engaged in important 
war work. My father was a horseman and particularly disapproved of 
cars so when I turned to racing them he hated it. I desperately wanted 
to achieve success at something over which he had no influence.

In 1958 I bought an Austin A35 and then I somehow got an entry in the 
1958 RAC Rally with a navigator who was banned from driving because 
of a speeding conviction. I had done a few local rallies before but nothing 
on this scale. We set off in appalling weather and from the 200 cars that 
started only 60 completed the circuit which covered most of Britain. I 
had to do all the driving and used Benzedrine tablets (which were then 
freely available and perfectly legal) to stay awake. The last 48 hours of 
the rally were completed with me in a kind of dream. I wasn’t sure what 
was real and what wasn’t, but we made it to the end and were classed as 
finishers. During the rally I met Marcus Chambers of BMC who put me in 
a team with Pat Moss. We won the third team prize. 

I was keen to race so I sold the A35 and bought a Lotus 6. By the end 
of 1958 I had completed enough races to get my competition license. 

Lotus Works driver, Alan Stacey, was a friend of mine and he persuaded 
Colin Chapman (Lotus founder and owner) to sell me a pre-production 
Elite. I raced the Elite with considerable success in the UK and during 
1959 I built up my reputation. I even got to drive at Le Mans in the 
Elite sharing the car with Jim Clark! We finished second in class – 
astonishing for a Lotus to last 24 hours of racing. I wrote off the Elite in 
a spectacular accident at Monza at the end of 1959.

I had been paying for all of my racing so the accident in the Elite effectively 
meant the end of my budding career as I had no more money. I got a 
sponsored drive for 1960 in a Formula Junior Lola but as it had a BMC 
engine mounted at the front it was seriously uncompetitive. However, in 
1961 I met Don Moore who offered to prepare a Lotus Formula Junior 
and build me a Mini racing engine if I could get hold of a car. I was pretty 
familiar with Minis having bought the very first one I could lay my hands 
on from the local dealers just after they were launched. So, I went back to 
Marcus Chambers at Abingdon and bought a well worn rally car from him 
registered TMO 840. Don took the car, prepared it for me and painted it a 
horrible shade of light green, but this was at least distinctive!

On Boxing Day 1959 I entered my first race in a Mini at Brands Hatch. 
Despite the wheels breaking up due to the amazing cornering forces 
the car was a sensation. I could overtake anything on the corners 
although they caught up on the straights.

Entering the British Racing and Sports car Club (BRSCC) Touring Car 
Championship in 1961 with the green Mini I had a yearlong battle 
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with Christabel Carlisle, John Aley and Vic Elford. John’s Mini was 
white, Christabel’s was red and Vic’s was blue so with my green car 
we had a fantastic rainbow coloured dice. I raced it all around the UK 
and did the occasional race on the Continent. I remember racing at 
Roskilde in Denmark, the only Mini in the race among a dozen SAABs 
and I finished second to Erik Carlsson. Stirling Moss was there and he 
was cheering me on, and I was thrilled to have him as a fan. One race 
before the end of an excellent season I won was the British Saloon Car 
Championship outright with the Mini. There was no point in my racing 
at Brands Hatch, the final race, so I lent my Mini to American film star 
Steve McQueen. He was a very good driver and had a great race in it 
eventually finishing third behind Christabel and Vic.

I had an offer to drive for the Cooper Car Company team for 1962 in 
a fully Works-supported Mini Cooper, the 997cc version, overseen by 
Ken Tyrrell. John Love, Tony Maggs and I tackled the British Saloon Car 
Championship. John Love won the first race at Snetterton so it was 
decided that he would be the lead driver from now on. I reckoned that I 
was faster than him in a Mini. So I was pretty upset by this decision made 
after only one race. However, I did as I was told until the final race of 
the season at Aintree. I had a much better lap time than John in practice 
and I knew that this was because I had a way of negotiating the Melling 
Crossing (where the race track crossed the horse racing course) faster 
than him. In the race I set off and drew out a huge lead on John until the 
end when I stopped just short of the chequered flag, waited until John 
came by and restarted to take second place. I’d made my point.

In that same year we were entered in a race at Spa in Belgium. The 
local opposition didn’t seem to be up to much and by the end of one lap 
we were several minutes ahead of any other car! We Cooper drivers 
decided to stage a dead heat between all three Minis as it was clear 
that nothing else could get anywhere near us. And so we formed a line 
across the circuit on the last lap. Bill Blydenstein, who was driving a 
Works Mini Cooper instead of Tony Maggs, had gearbox failure and got 
stuck in low gear. We all slowed down to a crawl trying to keep the line 
intact but to our horror a two-stroke DKW passed us in the final yard 
before the finishing line which meant that we came second, third and 
fourth. Ken Tyrell went absolutely ballistic and tore a huge strip off us all 
after the race. We thought it was extremely funny though and the DKW 
driver couldn’t believe his luck: he’d beaten the Works Cooper team at 
about 25mph!

For 1963 we had the 1071 Cooper S engines and much bigger brakes. 
The regulations for point scoring changed that year and although I won 

most of the races in the Cooper S, which was practically unbeatable, 
Jack Sears in a Lotus Cortina used the points formula to just clinch the 
British championship. Halfway through the year John Cooper bought 
out the 1275cc engine which we tried in a six-hour relay race even 
though it wasn’t ready for production. It was simply amazing and I had 
a ball with it. Coming out of corners with that engine you could pass 
anything else on the racetrack. It was so much better than all the other 
cars at that time. During 1963 I was entered for the Targa Florio, a 
road race around Sicily, in a demon twin-engined Mini called the ‘Twini’. 
This car had been built by Daniel Richmond at Downton Engineering 
and featured two 1071cc Cooper S engines one at each end. It was 
a real handful to drive and after just one practice lap of the 44mile 
circuit all four tyres were bald! In the race Paul Frere and I agreed that 
we would lap at less than the maximum to try and save the tyres. But 
halfway round the first lap the rear engine overheated and had to be 
disconnected. So we finished the race with a spare engine in the back 
of the car. It was an interesting but unsuccessful early experiment in 
four-wheel drive.

By the end of 1963 I wanted to race bigger cars with more power so I 
switched to Ford. I raced with them in 1964, ’65 and ’66 and graduated 
through Ford Lotus Cortinas to Shelby Cobras and GT40s with success. 
At the end of 1966 I’d had enough. I’d raced at Le Mans five times, had 
won both the British and European Touring Car Championships and I 
could not see the point in going on. My career as a professional racing 
driver came to a halt there and then.’

John retired to run the family farm and businesses in Essex. He moved 
to Geneva in 1968, lived in California during the 1970s and returned to 
the UK in 1978 to set up a sports training and management consultancy 
business. He was tempted out of retirement to race at the Goodwood 
Revival meeting however.

‘Goodwood Revival is immense fun although there’s no doubt that 
the Minis racing there are way faster than the same models in the 
1960s. Motor racing is still enjoyable there. The organisers are quite 
rightly more interested in providing entertainment than enforcing the 
mechanical status quo of fifty years ago. I still love it.’

Sir John Whitmore passed away in 2017 but his love of historic car 
racing was clearly evident when I met him.

© Peter Barker 2019 
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Recreation of the Downton Mini-Ton-Bomb.  
What goes around comes around. By Steve Harris 

Whilst working at D.E.W in the 1960s I 
was approached by Barry Hawkins to 

assist with the rebuilding of Mini-Ton-Bomb 1 
registered as 860MW. Unknown to me the car 
was later sold and written off. 

860MW was originally owned by the Richmond’s 
who used it as their development car attending 
many hill climbs, speed trials and circuit races. 
It became known as the Mini-Ton-Bomb in 
December 1961 when it was tested by Autocar 
where it became the first Mini to be officially 
tested doing over the Ton (106mph to be precise).
 
After Barry purchased the car he successfully 
raced it round many of the top circuits with 
the most regular being at Llandow in Wales. 
 
Charlie Todd, who attended the same school 
as Barry Hawkins’ son Bruce, became good 
friends and has keep in touch with Bruce to 
this day. After leaving school Bruce acquired a 
Mk 2 Cooper S which Charlie purchased at a 
later date. However, within 3 hours of Charlie 
buying the car he had written it off going into 
a ditch around 70mph. But he retained some 
parts of the car including the 120mph speedo 
and Paddy Hopkirk accelerator pedal. He sold 
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Mini Cooper Register - Warwickshire Region

Mini 60 display at the National Metro & Mini Show British Motor Museum 4thAugust 2019

The region is very pleased announce that they will be celebrating 60 years of the Mini/MINI at the National Metro & Mini Show at the British 
Motor Museum in Gaydon on Sunday 4th August 2019 with the following models. Please come and join us.

We are still looking for Mk1 & Mk2 Cooper to complete a 20 car display.

Club parking close to display. If you order tickets on line and quote Mini Cooper Register on the booking form you will be allocated a space 
close to the display.

www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Further details from Cliff Porter at warks@minicooper.org            Regional organiser: Cliff Porter            @MiniCooperRegister on Facebook

Mk1 Cooper S
1071 cc Rally car
Mini Marcos from France
Mk2 Cooper S
1960s Traveller
Mk3 Cooper S

Innocenti
RSP
Early John Cooper Conversion
Rover mainstream
Rover Cooper spi
Rover Cooper mpi

2004 Lombard Revival Rally car – 1997 mpi
Minisprint
Clubman Honda V-tec
Mini Moke
Restored bespoke Clubman Traveller
Modern MINI

various other parts off including the engine/carbs and purchased a 1965 
Mk1 green/white Morris Cooper registered UGW128F (this had been 
exported and re-imported in 1968 hence the F plate). This was taken 
off the road only a few months later due to a failed MOT.

Over 50 years after working on the original Mini-Ton-Bomb, Charlie 
introduced himself to me regarding his desire to rebuild UGW 128F. 
He has remained friends with the Hawkins family and mentioned the 
rebuilt to Barry who suggested he re-created the Mini-Ton-Bomb. 
As UGW128F was a Morris and green/white (rather than an Austin 
and red/black) it was decided that Mini Ton Bomb 2 would be a more 
appropriate name, especially as Charlie had managed to acquire the 
registration plate 862MW.

Charlie has instructed ourselves to undertake this task including using a 
Thick Flange original 1293cc Cooper S engine with the spraying to be 
carried out by Elite Panel Craft who are renowned for their superior paint 
finish. It’s planned to be completed for the Downton 2019 Classic Vehicle 
Show and be at Blyton on 6th May for the Action Day. Charlie is keeping a 
log of the work being carried along with the history of the Downton Mini-
Ton-Bomb 1 with the intention of releasing the information in the form of a 
book at a later date. Charlie has also joined the Downton Motor Club and 
will be competing in some of this year’s events. He is also going to follow 
in the footsteps of Mini-Ton-Bomb 1 and compete in such events as the 
Brighton Speed trials, which the original ‘Ton Bomb’ won in 1962.

Steve Harris



The Northumberland Borders Rally - A Tests Coordinator’s perspective
By Jon Richardson
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I’ve been competing in road rallies since 1992. I was a student at 
Sussex University and several of my colleagues within the department 

were competitors. One was stuck for a navigator and asked me if I was 
interested in giving it a go. This was the ‘Tour of Hampshire’ and the 
unusual choice of rally car was an old TVR Vixen. 

Since then I've participated as both a driver and navigator in a variety 
of cars old and new. In order to make these events happen, a large 
number of marshals are required and in between competing I am 
also a keen marshal. My cousin was scheduled to compete in the Mini 
Cooper Register Northumberland Borders rally about 10 years ago and 
I said I would come along and Marshal. It was running as a Navigational 
rally during a Saturday evening. It was great to see the cars being used 
enthusiastically and as it is a Mini only event, the competition is tight.

The organisers wanted to expand the rally to include day time tests on 
the Saturday afternoon and I was asked to join the organising team as 
Tests Coordinator. 2018 was the 6th running of the Northumberland 
Borders Rally that includes afternoon tests.

Getting venues for these tests is difficult. Our event is quite small and 
therefore the budget is nil. The venues we use are given for free and we 
are extremely grateful to the landowners for allowing us to do this. In 
2017 we managed to secure the use of the demolished Alcan Aluminium 
smelting site. This was a real coup and there was a lot of space for some 
real flowing driver’s tests. We coupled this with an intricate test around a 
farm yard and some laps of the Eshott kart track. However, commercial 
use of the Alcan site had increased and therefore we knew that it would 
not be possible to use the site in 2018. So in March 2018 – 8 months 
before the rally was due to run, the hunt for alternative venues began.

Whilst chatting to the landowners at Alcan, they mentioned that it 
might be possible to use the car park. We also knew that a farm yard 
was close by and was a possible, but we still needed some longer tests 
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to allow the drivers to stretch their legs. The next step is to hit the 
maps. What’s nearby? We identified several quarries, wind turbine 
sites, industrial estates and disused factories. A field trip followed to 
knock on doors where possible and get phone numbers where not. 
Many venues look great on Google Earth, but when you get there 
you can see straight away that they are not suitable. Some of these 
possible sites are busy on a Saturday. One great piece of waste ground 
turned out to be a brand new business park.

It wasn't looking promising. But then we spotted an old brick works 
site and a visit proved it was even better than our expectation of it. 
It was deserted, quiet, plenty of space and plenty of tracks. It would 
need a little clearing up in places but looked perfect. The question 
was who owned it. Chatting to a local dog walker, it seems that 
planning permission for housing had been rejected, so we looked 
in the planning archives online and got a telephone number. Calling 
somebody out of the blue and asking if we can hare about in 20 Minis 
on their property can be a difficult thing to do. However, despite our 
reservations, the landowner was great about it. Only one problem - 
great crested newts! So it was back to the drawing board. 

By now time was marching on. It was July and we still had no venues 
other than the farm yard used in 2017 for the tests. The previous year 
we had thought of using Lambton Estate, a former Safari Park and a 
venue last used for rallying in the 1980s. It wasn’t available in 2017 
(the venue is used for shooting, weddings, TV, film and other paid for 
events), but as we were not being successful elsewhere we tried again 
and Niall Cook gave the estate office a call. After a friendly discussion, 
they said that they would be ok with our small event as a one off. 
It would help them learn whether it is viable to use the estate for 
motorsport in the future. At last, a breakthrough.

The next step was a meeting and a look around the site. We had scoped 
a few areas online, but were unsure whether these were viable. When 
we got there – Wow! It exceeded our expectations by a long way. 
It was beautifully picturesque, had some areas for long fast tests and 
parts for more intricate ones. There were ways to join the tests with 
a one way system to allow smooth running. The estate office was very 

Putting the MCR banner on display 

The test set-up day. Niall’s Mini was used to finesse the tests

Diagram 1 - Test 2, 5 and 7 – ‘The Lion Enclosure’
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accommodating and allowed us free reign. Now we know what we had, 
I put together some preliminary diagrams for Lambton’s approval and 
we scheduled a test set up day. Niall brought his Mini along and together 
with plant pots and balloons; we laid out our designs and finessed them. 
I think Niall’s time on the ‘Lions Enclosure’ test was still unbeaten during 
the rally, but I might have penalised him for some of the ‘stop astrides’ if 
he was doing it for real. The same can’t be said for the ‘Ticket office’ test. 
Reverse shouldn’t be needed Niall!

I finished the diagrams, we received the necessary approvals, sorted 
out all the insurance and we were good to go. We had organised Ben 
Webb’s Mk1 Cooper S DKG 2C as a course opening car with rally co-
organiser Kevin Rich sitting in as a navigator.

Saturday 17th November 2018 - the day of the rally 

The tests start at 1pm. However, my day started at 7am with an old 
Range Rover packed with cones, letters for the cones, tape, signs and 
banners. I met Kevin at the gate and we started to lay out the tests. 
It is the first time I have used the Range Rover for this and it worked 
really well. We could leave the tailgate open and drive round dropping 
off the cones. 

We had everything set up by 11am and went back to the gate to wait 
for the Marshals and course car. Once these were in test I marshalled 

the gate until Niall arrived to take over and I went to check the 
marshals before the competitors arrived. We were 1 marshal short on 
Test 1 so I stayed there. 

The competitors started the first of 3 runs through the 3 tests - 9 tests 
total. They started in front of the ornate gates by Lambton Hall, 90 left 
and 500m to a stop stride. Very slippery tarmac and penalties for the 
first few cars! 90 Left again and into the car park field, round the wood 
yard and to the finish. It was going well, with just a tweak required to 
the competitor start interval to ensure cars cleared the test ahead of 
each other. Judging by the smiles on the competitors faces the venue 
really hit the spot. 9 tests completed and the Minis headed back north 
to Vallum for the rest halt and the evening section leaving Kevin and I to 
pack up the venue. This was accomplished a lot quicker than the set up. 
A quick check with the estate - they are happy and the venue is back to 
as it was. Apart from a few traces of Pirelli you would never think we 
had been there.

It was a fantastic venue and we are very grateful to Lambton Estates. 
We also thank the Coal Authority for allowing us to use the Alcan site 
and Crown Estates for Eastmoor Farm, both used in 2017.

How do we top this for 2019? The challenge begins...

Jon Richardson 
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My Dad was one of the original Longbridge Austin Experimental 
Department guys, starting his career there in 1950s. Dad got 

to work on many of the Austin/BMC models over a 30 year career, 
including our beloved Mini and Cooper. Longbridge was always referred 
to as ‘The Austin’ in our household. 

Dad worked for many designers at Longbridge including Alec Issigonis. I 
think I counted four or five of Dad’s models within the Gaydon museum 
on a visit. 

A couple of years ago I was able to purchase the Austin Experimental 
hatchback that my Dad had done much work upon. He was delighted 
when he new I had bought it back home so many years later.

In memory of Philip Maurice Stanworth
1934 - 2019 (Born Birmingham)

Changes to the Car Registration Database
The Car Registration Database has been changed with effect from 
the 1st March and has been moved from the Membership System 
that ran on our publisher’s computer at Lavenham Press, to the 
existing MCR Website. All the information on the old database 
including photos of owners’ cars has been transferred. The new 
database has been developed by our Webmaster to conform to 
GDPR legislation (General Data Protection Regulations).

Unlike the old database system, the car owner will now be 
linked to the car, rather than vice versa. In this way the car 
will have the history of the owners attributed to it, even if the 
owners leave the club. Only the owners’ names and membership 
numbers will be retained. Access to current and past owners’ 
details will only be made available with the owner’s permission. 
So, owners will be privately emailed (blind email) and asked if 
they wish to be contacted.

Members will need to access the MCR Website in order to 
access the car register database. Many members will have 
already registered and accessed the MCR Website when viewing 
the Forum, Club Shop, Events, and Membership. The new 
system is accessed via the Membership button, and then the ‘My 
Cars’ button.

Once registered and logged in, members can add their cars, 
view their existing cars, change the details and add photos. If a 
member sells a car, they can flag it as ‘Sold’ with an option to 

add details of the sale. Should another member then purchase 
the car, the system will identify the sold car by the registration 
number, ask for confirmation if the same car, and then have the 
new owner attributed to it. The new owner may then change 
or add more details of the car and optionally state details of 
the purchase. Members can only view their cars, both currently 
owned and sold.

The Registrars only have access to the cars in their Register. 
They can view all the details and photos of the cars, but only 
the member’s MCR membership number and name. Should a 
Registrar want more information about a car and/or member, 
then the Registrar can send a ‘blind’ email to the member asking 
for them to return the contact should they so wish. The Car 
Registrar, currently me, will have access to all the Car Registers, 
but not members’ details. Again, I will be able to request contact 
by using the ‘blind’ email. Should the system not know a members 
email address, then the Registrar will have to ask the Membership 
Secretary to make contact with the owner. 

The Car Registrar can add cars, amend car details, allocate cars to a 
relevant register and delete cars if requested by the owner. 

Peter Barratt
MCR Car Registrar

By Peter Barratt

The Austin Experimental hatchback Mini Dad once worked on

Dad always had a passion for the Mini, purchasing one of the very 
first 1959 models off the line. This took him from two wheels to 
four. However, he still kept his passion for Triumph motorbikes. 

My mom also thought it was great when they ventured into Europe. 
Dad recalled a story driving the Mini through Europe in 1959, and 
having a large Mercedes right on his tail for miles. Dad eventually 
stopped to see what all the fuss was about, only for the chap to say 
“mad Mini, mad Mini...fantastic”! This was a relief to both my mom 
and Dad. 

Dad was a great bloke, he had a very dry sense of humour, passion for 
life, and a ‘can do attitude’. Nothing phased him. 

He will be very sadly missed.

Paul Stanworth 
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Mini Insurance
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INSURANCE

Agreed Value Cover

MCR Member Discount

Free Salvage Rights

Young Driver Facility

UK & EU Breakdown Cover 

Motor Legal Expenses Cover

European Cover

Multi-Vehicle Policies 

I am again offering my services to organise our usual brilliant 
stand at Stanford Hall on 15th September.

Once again it will be on a first come first served basis for what 
will be a marvellous Midlands show weather permitting.

Ticket prices have not yet been set but there will be a 
reduction for exhibitors.

Please contact me initially so that I can log who is interested 
and the Mini/MINI variant to expect.

I will then post out a pro-forma to fill out and return to me 
with a stamped addressed envelope along with a cheque 
made out to the MiniCooper Register. The fee will be set by 
The British Mini Club after 1st February.

My address is: Mr J Filor, 199 Grange Drive,Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire,LE13 1EL.
Phone number: 01664566614.  
Email: jfilor@talktalk.net

Sunday September 15th 2019 Stanford Hall Mini Fest
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We are really pleased to say that we have now firmed up plans for this 
event with the National Motor Museum and can give you details on 
what’s in store, if you would like to be part of the special Mini 60 display. 

Beaulieu’s Spring Autojumble is also celebrating its 25th anniversary, 
so it will be a double celebration as we mark 60 years since the 
launch of the first Mini in 1959. 

In response to our first invitation in recent issues of CooperWorld, 
over 20 members have already got in touch to say they would like to be 
involved – and we would ideally like to get up to a display of 60 cars to 
mark the 60th anniversary over the two-day event. It would be great if 
we could put on a display of the full spectrum of production cars from 
veterans to the last rover Coopers of 2000 – and everything in between. 

We are therefore recruiting more owners who would like take part 
and all participating owners will receive two free entry passes per car, 
which will give free access to Beaulieu’s Spring Autojumble on both 
the Saturday and Sunday.

For those who want to make a weekend of it, we will be allocated 
space for camping and caravanning. We are also looking at using the 
ancient Domus building in the grounds of Beaulieu Abbey, where we 
could arrange for lunch or afternoon tea to be served. There are also 
other good catering facilities on site and we could arrange evening 
catering in the Brabazon Restaurant. There will be free entertainment 

on the Saturday evening, as well as a Happy Hour. Excellent shower, 
toilet and baby changing facilities are also provided on site.

You would also be free to scour Spring Autojumble’s 1,000+ stands for 
classic car parts, motoring literature and automobilia bargains across the 
weekend. There is always a wide selection of cars for sale in Automart, 
which is a great opportunity if you would like to sell a car. Please contact 
us if you would like more details. On the Sunday, there are added 
features of the popular Trunk Traders, which is a treasure trove for 
surplus spares, tools and books, as well as Land Rover Rummage. 

Your complimentary access would include entry to the whole of the 
Beaulieu attraction, which includes admission to the National Motor 
Museum, World of Top Gear, On Screen Cars, the ancestral Montagu 
home of Palace House, 13th century Beaulieu Abbey and the grounds 
and gardens. It is also set in beautiful surroundings in the heart of the 
New Forest National Park. 

If all this has whetted your appetite to get involved, then please email 
us at minisixty2019@talktalk.net and include details of your car 
(along with a photo), your name and contact details, including your 
address, which day you want to attend (Sat/ Sun/ both days), plus 
any camping, caravanning or motorhome requirements if you are 
planning an overnight stay. 

We look forward to hearing from you.

Mini 60 at 
Beaulieu’s Spring 

Autojumble 18th & 
19th May 2019
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visit: www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk
email: info@classiccarinsurance.co.uk

01376 574000
call now for an instant quote

Policy benefits may include:
• Free agreed valuations
• Roadside assistance and recovery within 

UK/EU
• Limited mileage options
• Discounts for multiple car ownership
• Club member discounts

 PBIS specialises in classic car insurance, 
as well as insurance for other collectable 
classic vehicles. As a company built on 
passion, we strive to deliver exemplary 

levels of service and customer satisfaction.

We have been arranging insurance for
your classics for over 30 years, so we

know what is important to you.

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270
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Trade Supporter
2019

569 FMO and 33 EJB and all that 

I have just read Part 2 of Guy Smith’s excellent ‘33 EJB and all that’ 
Members article, but there is just one thing I would like to clear up. There 
is a photo of myself and Geoff Halliwell with the Ex Works Mini registered 
569 FMO after winning the 1967 Mullard Trophy Rally. Also featured in 
the photo are Tony Fall and David Fawcett who came 2nd and Gerry 
Bloom, and I think Alan Taylor who were 3rd in a Ford Cortina. The 
wording above the photo states that 569 FMO was sold to me, however, 
this is wrong. The car was actually sold to Tillotson of Burnley who were 
mainly commercial vehicle dealers at that time, but they also had a BMC 
Car Department of which, during part of the 1960s I was Sales Manager. 

At a period during those years I was mixing two jobs together; Car 
Sales Manager at Tillotoson and co-driving for the BMC Competitions 
Department. At that time, when BMC decided to sell off the odd old 
Works car, either Healeys or Minis, they were offered first of all, I 
believe, to Works personal - mainly drivers and co-drivers. Quite a few 
of those cars were also offered to Tillotson’s via myself, the proviso 
being that we did not sell any of the cars purchased for a given period, 
and that, hopefully, we would use them on British events and even test 
parts out for the Competitions Department. This is what we generally 
did. Geoff Halliwell,Tillotson’s General Manager and Alan Cooke the 
Company Secretary, drove the cars on rallies with me navigating and 
we all drove them on sprints and hill-climbs before selling them on. I 
know that in either Bill Price’s or Peter Browning’s books, they state 
that quite a few cars were sold to me, but as I have explained it was 
Tillotson’s who actually bought them. I only ever bought one of the 
Ex Works Minis myself and that was one of the last ones; ORX 707F. 
This was the car that Tony and I finished 4th overall on the 1968 Monte 
Carlo Rally and then Julien Vernaeve and I finishing 3rd overall on that 
same year’s Tulip Rally. Those were the only two events it did although I 
think Timo Makinen used it as a recce car on the Thousand Lakes Rally.

There is a story to ORX 707F, I was offered the car by Peter 
Browning at the end of 1968 and I think I paid £175 for it, with the 
only proviso being that they kept the Group 2 engine and the co-
drivers seat. A new 1275S engine was fitted and the seat was replaced 
with a standard one. I never used the car on any competitive events, 
it was my every day transport, I even fitted it with a towing bracket to 
tow my trials motor bike to events at weekends. 

After about a couple of years I sold the car and got £850 for it and 
thought I had rung the bell! I have no idea who I sold it to, but it is still 
alive and is now owned by the wonderful Elgin Greer from Northern 
Ireland. Elgin has owned it for at least 25 years I think, and obviously it has 
been re-shelled, but it looks exactly as it did in 1968, if not better. Elgin 
attends many classic Competitions Department car reunions with the 
car and he and I have become good friends. ORX 707F is now reputably 
worth in excess of £100,000 - oh for a crystal ball all those years ago.
 
Mike Wood 

LETTERS

Mike Wood and Elgin Greer the present owner of ORX 707 F 
at the Works Minis in Abingdon weekend in 2017
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COMPETITION

HERO Challenge - Round 1. March 2019
By Peter Barker

On a bright and blustery March day, 70 vintage, historic and classic cars and their 
crews took part in the first round of the 2019 HERO Challenge road rally series 

based on the Vales golf club at Bishampton in Worcestershire.

A route of approximately 180 miles through the Cotswolds and Worcestershire 
would have been familiar to any veteran of the MCR’s Fosse Rally that once 
used many of the same roads. Regularity sections were held on public roads at 
Snowshill, Bentley near Redditch, Astwood near Droitwich and the charmingly 
named Piddle Brook which is an area that once produced its own wine, ‘Chateau 
Piddle’. Driving tests at the famous Chateau Impney in Droitwich completed 
the challenge and the chateau’s back carpark rang to the sounds of tortured 
engines and tyres as drivers tried to ‘beat the bogey,’ urged on by their navigators 
shouting the route around the cones out, or at least I assumed that’s what they 
were shouting!

The MCR was represented by local crew Nigel Chetwynd and Simon Wheatcroft who 
acquitted themselves well, running as high as 5th overall before a mysterious bout of 
fuel starvation halted their 1970 Mini Cooper S for 20 minutes during the last regularity 
section. This unfortunately ensured a finish well down the order in a disappointing 41st 
place. However, Nigel demonstrated his autotesting skills with very speedy runs at the 
four driving tests.

At the finish the eye-catching canary yellow 1967 Morris Mini of Graeme 
Cornthwaite and Lynsey Proctor took Mini honours by finishing in 3rd place. But 
everyone was trounced by Belgians, Nick van Praag and Pieterjan Demulder, in 
what must be the fastest Austin A35 on the road today! Well done to them for a 
tidy win in an unlikely car.

Peter Barker

Nigel Chetwynd eyes a fallen cone on his 
and Simon Wheatcroft’s storming run around 
the driving tests at Chateau Impney

Champagne spraying by 
the winners at the end 
of the rally including 
the 1967 Morris Mini of 
Graeme Cornthwaite 
and Lynsey Proctor
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A family run business with over 40 years experience.

Whether you are looking to buy a Mini, sell a Mini or have 
your existing one serviced, repaired or restored. Cambridge 
Miniworks has it covered!

ABOUT CAMBRIDGE MINIWORKS

Cambridge Miniworks is passionate about keeping the icon alive. The 
Mini is a big part of our heritage, and we live and breathe this classic 
little car every day. We love seeing cars and their owners, coming from 
all walks of life. It’s been our driving force, and what’s enabled us to 
work with this classic car for more than 40 years.

WHAT WE DO?

Keeping Minis on the road. Building long-term relationships, across the 
UK and around the world. Giving honest, impartial advice and opinion, 
from over 40 years experience.

At Cambridge Miniworks, we strive to build long-term relationships 
with classic Mini owners across the UK, and around the world, and 
our business is build on recommendations from happy customers. 
Our showroom and workshop in Cambridge is equipped as the UK’s 
premier location for every aspect of keeping your Mini on the road, 
and we give honest, impartial advice and opinion. Get in touch with us 
today and see how we can help you.

Below is a small selection of our cars, please visit www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk to see more.

01223 841141

CAMBRIDGE
MINIWORKS

11 High Green, Great Shelford, Cambridgeshire, CB22 5EG   T: +44(0) 1223 841141   E: blake@mworks.co.uk   W: www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk

The British Motor Museum’s popular annual event at Gaydon is a 
little later than usual this year, but the wait will be worth it as the 
Museum will be buzzing with Mini 60 celebrations. Coming the 
weekend before the IMM in Bristol, it should prove popular for Mini 
enthusiasts with the Museum easily accessed from the M40.

The Museum is home to an array of historic Minis dating back to 
621 AOK, the very first produced in 1959. Also on display will 
be the iconic X411 JOP, the last ever to come off the Longbridge 
production line in 2000.

Regular visitors will be familiar with the permanent display of the Monte 
Carlo Rally winning cars of 1964, 1965 and 1967, all of which are bound 
to attract a lot of attention on the day. There are also a number of 
interesting Minis on display in the Mezzanine Exhibition Gallery.

But, with the Mini’s birthday celebrations very much in mind, there 
is another event taking place on the day before, on Saturday 3rd 
August, as the Museum hosts a Classic Mini Mosaic World Record 
Attempt which is open to Minis produced between 1959 and 2000. 
This event, organised by Brian Sankey, will bring some 600 Minis 
together to create the phrase 'Mini 60' with the cars. This will be 

recorded from the air and the ground to provide the evidence that 
will be submitted to set a new Guinness World Record.

The eligible cars for this record attempt are:
• Classic Minis (produced between 1959 and 2000)
• Mini Clubmans
• Mini Clubman Estates

More details of both events are on the Museum’s website  
(https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events). 

Entry into the World Record attempt is just £7 per vehicle which 
also includes entry to the Museum and the National Metro & Mini 
Show for the driver and one passenger on both days. You can also 
camp at the Museum overnight on Saturday 3rd August for £10 per 
person. All tickets can be booked via the Museum’s website.

This year the Mini Cooper Register will have a display stand at 
the show with the Warwickshire region flying their flag. So, when 
booking for the show, please register your vehicle and don’t forget 
to add that you are a member of Mini Cooper Register so that the 
organisers can park everyone up together.

Metro & Mini Show  
British Motor Museum Gaydon 
Sunday 4th August 2019
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HRCR Mini Sport Cup AGBO Historic stages
By Cara Jackson, Clive King and John Hunt

Sons 3 - Fathers 1

Round 1 of the 2019 HRCR Mini Sport Cup, and Jasper’s Bakeries 
AGBO Historic Stages run by Owen Motor Club got off to an electric 

start, with 22 Minis starting making up half of the 44 starters. This 
included 4 fathers competing against their sons, and 6 crews new to the 
Championship, making this one of the most anticipated rallies for years!

Ages ranged from 16 years old to well past 70 years young, proving 
again the appeal of the iconic classic Mini. Four previous Championship 
winners were on the entry list, with three of those competing in the 
Mini Sport Cup.

With a shake up of the Classes this year, being based on the age of the 
car and built to the specification that the cars ran in the day, there was 
also a category for Open Class cars (where they run outside the period 
historic modifications) so there was a place for all classic Minis.

The event included ten stages across the Weston Park Estate in 
Staffordshire. John Cressey started in the first Mini at number 11, in 

his Open Class Car, followed by Clive King at 12 right behind, in the 
first of the Historic Class Cars, then followed by Andrew O’Hanlon, 
Shane Gamble and Peter Ellerby. Peter had damaged his car whilst out 
competing on Epynt the weekend before, after skidding on ice into 
a rock. Many late nights and a new front subframe, front panel and 
repaired gearbox saw him luckily make the start.

A horrendous weather forecast was predicting heavy rain and gale-force 
winds all day, but fortunately the heavens were kind to us, and rain held 
off until the finish! The previous day’s weather had left the stages wet and 
slippy, with the infamous Water Splash returning for four of the stages. We 
had crews frantically applying waterproofing to their Minis before the start.

Championship new comers Harvey Stevens and Lawrence Selly were in 
trouble on the first stage: having caught up to the car in front, the crew 
aimed to overtake but unfortunately their Mini ended up slipping on 
to the grass and spinning out into a sturdy tree! Harvey and Lawrence 
escaped unscathed; however, their Mini was ultimately written off. 
Despite the untimely end to their first event, the duo explained that 
they really enjoyed the experience and have already been trying to 
track down another shell on Facebook to use to rebuild their car.

In Category 1, Clive King and Anton Bird took the lead from the 1st 
Stage, much to their delight, as their competitive rivalry with team 
mates John Cressey and Martin Cressey always has the crews vying 
to be the quickest. However, an unfortunate slide in to a straw bale in 
Stage 2 damaged the front wing and cost the pair valuable seconds (and 
their lead on John and Martin)! The trouble didn’t stop there for Clive 
and Anton, as they suffered with a flat engine for the entirety of two 
stages, before it was discovered that the points had completely closed 
up! Thankfully, Mini Sport’s Michael Anderson was on-hand in the 
Service Area and solved the issue. Back out for the final two Stages and 
it was on the road section when the loss of 3rd and 4th gears struck 
the pair a final blow. Not being stopped that easily, the seasoned rally 
veterans ploughed on to finish first in Category 1, achieve 2nd place in 
the Mini Sport Cup and 9th overall!
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Ken Pryce and Don James have upgraded from their usual 1 litre to 
1300cc and had a steady run to take 2nd place in Category 1 and 9th 
in the Mini Sport Cup – only 7 seconds ahead of Peter Ellerby and 
Colin Tombs who finished 3rd in Category 1 and 11th in the Mini Sport 
Cup. Rounding up the finishers were Shane Gamble and Bob Ward, 
who had the misfortune to take a stage maximum on Stage 5, when a 
wire became detached behind the dashboard and this took a lengthy 
time to repair, resulting in 4th place in Category 1 and 16th place in 
the Mini Sport Cup. Having suffered with engine issues last season, 
Paul Price and Owain Thomas used the expertise of Clive King to their 
advantage, with Clive having built the engine for Paul ahead of the 2019 
Championship – with Paul under strict instructions from Clive to keep 
his hands off! Paul added that it was the best engine he’d ever had 
but, unfortunately, even this couldn’t help Paul and Owain who were 
plagued with a broken drive shaft, forcing them to retire on Stage 7.

Category 2 saw two father and son battles, with overall honours going 
to Mathew Davis and Abi Haycock ahead of Matt’s father Eric Davis and 
Russell Joseph. It was an absolutely stellar starting event for Mathew and 
Abi who, having never competed in the Mini before, gained a massive 
twenty places on their 31st seeding, setting impressive stage times 
throughout the rally and resulting in a tie between the pair and Ryan 
Taylor and Hollie Churchill, with both crews finishing the event in a time 
of 35:55! Despite Ryan and Hollie clinching third place (by being quicker 
on Stage 1), Mathew and Abi proved they are the crew to be watched in 
2019, finishing first in Category 2 and 4th in the Mini Sport Cup!

Second place in Category 2 and 5th place in the Mini Sport Cup went to 
Andrew O’Hanlon and Bill Douglas who were challenging hard by the 
end of the day, Andrew getting used to the car again after an 18-month 
layoff. Eric Davis had developed a new start line technique for this event, 
which involved great clouds of smoke from tyres, the engine and anything 
else that could smoke! Apparently, it paid off and the clutch and drive 
shafts survived for them to finish in third place in Category 2 and 7th in 
the Mini Sport Cup. Next up was the 1275GT Clubman of Dave Evans 
and Tom Aleksandrowicz, who finished just 9 seconds behind Eric and 
Russell – 4th place in Category 2 and 8th in the Mini Sport Cup.

Craig King and his new co-driver Adrian Lloyd got on like a house on fire, 
having only met the Sunday before the event - it was also a new Mini for 

Craig and Adrian having acquired this Mini over the winter and preparing 
for the 2019 season! It was a good run on Stage 1; however Craig decided 
to take a bend flat out in Stage 2, adding that, “I’ve had a theory for a few 
years now, that it’s possible to take this corner flat if you’re brave enough. 
Saturday, I discovered that it definitely is not flat out. We ended up going 
sideways in a field very quickly. Luckily we missed all the stage furniture 
and didn’t actually lose too much time, but at least I know now for future 
reference!”  Finishing 10th in the Mini Sport Cup, Craig and Adrian really 
enjoyed the event and are going to work on the engine and gearbox to 
unlock its full potential – at present it’s more suited to road than rally use.

Stuart Hart and Catherine Farrell placed 12th in the Mini Sport Cup, 
meaning that another son managed to beat his father, with Nigel Hart 
and Shaun Lovegrove finishing 15th in the Mini Sport Cup – after their 
throttle cable snapped on Stage 3, losing Nigel and Shaun nearly 3 
minutes! Championship newcomers Callum Powell and Colin Powell 
pushed their Cooper S to place 14th in the Mini Sport Cup, with Julian 
Gore and the experienced John Cadwallader finishing 17th in the Mini 

COMPETITION



Sport Cup. Returning competitors John Brooks and Phil Harvey were 
using their newly built 1275 GT replica of Tony Pond’s Mini, fitted with 
13 inch wheels to finish 18th in the Mini Sport Cup. Undeterred by 
damp electrics, Andy Jarman and Paul Davies managed to maintain their 
100% finishing record, placing 19th in the Mini Sport Cup.

As a result of Harvey Steven’s unfortunate accident on Stage 1, it 
was down to young Jack Hartley and Gary Dawes to take the overall 
honours in Category 3, also setting very impressive stage times to finish 
6th in the Mini Sport Cup!

The final father and son battle boiled down to Ryan Taylor and Hollie 
Churchill, taking on Ryan’s dad Paul Taylor and Jemma Taylor in the 
Open Class, with Ryan and Hollie pipping Paul and Jemma to the post. 
Paul and Jemma finished 13th in the Mini Sport Cup. After a hard day’s 
rallying Ryan and Hollie finished the event on the exact same time as 
Mathew and Abi. Luckily their faster times set in Stage 1 resulted in the 
3rd place Mini Sport Cup being awarded to Ryan and Hollie much to 
Ryan’s delight, as Ryan and Mathew were old school chums who have 
been competitive with each other for many years now.

However, the Open Class was completely and utterly dominated by 
father and son team John Cressey and Martin Cressey. John spoke 
of Clive and Anton’s early, “it would have helped if I’d have woken up 
sooner! I think I was a little cautious on Stage 1, but we really enjoyed 
it, and even played around with the suspension and ride height in the 
morning – which meant the car did what I wanted it to do!” Leaps and 

bounds ahead of everyone else, John and Martin finished the rally an 
entire minute ahead of the next crew – that just so happened to be 
Clive and Anton… With Anton adding that, “Old Man Cressey needs to 
slow down and let us past!” as he was showing no signs of stopping, will 
John and Martin reign victorious at Dixies Historic Challenge on May 
5th? Only time will tell!

The final results showed that three sons had managed to beat their 
fathers, with only Clive King finishing ahead of son Craig King… Perhaps 
we should take note of the father and son crew – John and Martin, 
who joined forces to win – is this the way to go or will the fathers seek 
retribution at the next round?

Well done John and Martin!

The Yokohama prize of two regulation tyres, used throughout the 
Championship, was awarded to Craig King, Andy Jarman bagged 
himself the 5L of Penrite Classic Mini Oil, Paul Price won four mugs 
from Snap-On and the Questmead prize for best improvement on 
seeding went to Matt Davis – who was seeded 31st and finished 11th!

Retirements:

Harvey Stevens / Lawrence Selly – Stage 1

Paul Price / Owain Thomas – Stage 7

Overall Results:

1st Category 1 Clive King / Anton Bird

1st Category 2 Mathew Davis / Abi Haycock

1st Category 3 Jack Hartley / Gary Dawes

1st Open Class John Cressey / Martin Cressey

The full provisional results table for all of our Mini crews can be found below.

Thank you to the generous sponsors of the HRCR Mini Sport Cup – 
Mini Sport, Mintex, Yokohama, Penrite and Questmead, without whom 
there wouldn’t be a Championship.

Cara, Clive and John

Photos courtesy of Ian Francis, Michael Anderson and Rally Gallery

COMPETITION
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Agreed Value

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm.
As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of  
Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Salvage Retention Rights

Choose your own specialist repairer

UK & European breakdown and accident recovery, 
including Homestart - worth over £100 when 
compared to other providers

The Carole Nash Difference

0800 083 6302
CALL NOW 

carolenash.com/classic-car

Adding class
to your journey
Well formed Mini Insurance

Official Sponsor
2019
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Brian Culcheth Works Mini driver

Those who don’t read my Chairman’s 
Chat, or perhaps turn to this article 
first will not have noticed that we 
have appointed Brian Culcheth as 
an honorary member of the MCR. 
Brian should need little introduction 
to those who are interested in Works 
Minis and that of the BL Competitions 
Department. Suffice to say that Brian 
joined Abingdon as a team member late 
in the day for the Mini but he did do 
three events in Works Minis, the 1969 
Tour de France with Johnstone Syer in 
URX 550G, then in late 1970 he did the 

Southern Cross Rally and the Rally of the Hills both in Australia with 
Roger Bonhomme in RJB 327F. 

He had previously joined the team for the ill-fated 1967 RAC, which 
was cancelled because of the foot and mouth outbreak, where he was 
due to drive an Austin 1800. He then did the 1968 Monte Carlo Rally 
again in an 1800 and followed that, still in an 1800, on the Acropolis 
Rally. He was also in the Works team for their assault on the 1968 
London to Sydney Marathon where, with Tony Fall and Mike Wood, the 
trio finished 4th overall in a Morris 1800. Abingdon under Leyland rule 
were now getting into Rallycross and Brian was given the four wheel 
drive Triumph 1300 to play with where he achieved some success in 
the three rounds contested. With the Tour de France in the Mini behind 
him in late 1969, the Triumph 2.5PI was his next ride on the RAC Rally 
that year. Into 1970 he finished 4th overall on the World Cup Rally in a 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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2.5PI with Johnstone Syer and then on his return won the 1970 Scottish 
Rally, again in a Triumph PI. The year ended with the two very last 
events for the Works Mini in Australia. From 1971 onward, Brian was 
to become the mainstay for the Leyland Competitions Department for 
the next five years, where he used a selection of cars – Triumph PIs, 
Morris Marinas and Triumph Dolomite Sprints and then it was onto the 
Triumph TR7. In all, Brian did over seventy events for the Competitions 
Department – probably, without counting, more than any other driver 
and the majority of those with Johnstone Syer in the hot seat until his 
retirement at the end of the 1976 season. I think Brian is a worthy 
addition to our list of distinguished members.

Brian will be at Beaulieu and will happy chat over his Works drives 
and sign autographs. I’m sure Graham Robson will be researching 
Brian’s many competition drives, as you read this, in preparation for 
interviewing Brian on the day. Brian has also promised to write the 
occasional article for CooperWorld and it will be good to read some 
of his many exploits. Brian is also due to be reunited with RJB 327F this 
summer, where the car, owned by our Editor Paul Sulma, is due to be 
driven by Brian on the Lancaster Insurance Classic and Supercar show 
on Sunday the 21st July at Sherbourne Castle. This show is a charitable 
event which Brian actively supports and has asked Paul if he could 
drive RJB as the leading course car for the cavalcade they have at the 
show. I’m also trying to persuade Paul to bring the car out to display 
it a Beaulieu in June. This he tells me will depend on Philip Anning at 
Anning’s Race and Restorations being able to fit in the much needed re-
commissioning work on RJB in time for Beaulieu. Fingers crossed. 

LBL 590E in Classic Cars magazine

John McIntosh is about to be featured with his car in Classic 
Car magazine as one of their features celebrating Mini 60. I was 
contacted by their features editor to suggest a car they could use 
– the premise was that the car had to be a genuine Ex-Works car 
and it had to be possible to reunite the car with one of its original 
drivers. Once reunited with the Works driver, he and the magazine 
would drive the car and do a photo shoot. At the usual short notice 
that journalists seem to demand, John’s LBL 590E seemed the best 
bet. Although it only did one rally entered and run by Abingdon, it 
was a successful one when paddy Hopkirk and Ron Crellin finished 
2nd overall on the Rally of the Flowers, in San Remo in 1967. The 
car notoriously broke its gearbox within the sight of the finish 
of the rally and freewheeled down the last mountain and was 
unceremoniously punted up the back by the following service barge 
which propelled the car through the last tunnel and into the last 
time control just on the other side. They booked it and drove no 
further – they had no need to, as they had now finished. Nobody 
complained and they retained their second place. A great story! 

Paul Sulma’s RJB 327F last seen at a rather wet Beaulieu in 2011
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The car was used afterwards for various recces and the car passed 
to David Friswell who in 1968 was co-opted into the Works team 
to support them on a further three Internationals and afterwards, 
Abingdon took the car back after Friswell rolled the car on the 
Acropolis and rebuilt it. So, if Paddy is available, it should make a 
good feature. Keep your eyes out at your local W.H. Smiths lending 
library shelves!

Beaulieu

Finally and once again, I’ll ask if you wish to display your car at Beaulieu 
that you get in contact with me just a soon as possible. It’s only six 
weeks away believe it or not, and I would like to have all of this display 
in place by early May. So let me know if you wish to be part of the Ex-
Works display on Sunday 9th June. As always, a free entry ticket to the 
show is your reward! Please don’t leave it to the last few weeks. There 
is just too much for me to do as we get nearer the date.

Until next month...............only 9 days before Beaulieu!

Robert Young

Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

As it is coming up to the fiftieth 
anniversary of the cinema release of The 
Italian Job I though perhaps a look at the 
cars used in the film might be of interest.

My learned colleague, John Parnell, did 
a write up on the making of the film in 
the June 1988 edition of the monthly 
MCR magazine, so those of you with 
long membership and long shelves 
full of essential Mini Cooper reading 
material, might like to revisit that issue.

BMC were famously uninterested and 
reluctant about supplying cars for the 
film and only at the last minute did they 

agree to supply six new Austin Cooper Ss. Of course, with the benefit 
of hindsight, that now seems short sighted given the enormous 
publicity the cars got. It is not clear whether the six cars were 
supplied free or at an advantageous price, but the fact is that BMC 
had quite a quantity of unsold Mk 1 Ss hanging around well in to 1968.

The real registration numbers of the film cars were NOC 73F (red car), 
NOC 74F (white car) and NOC 75F or 76F (blue car) and the cars 
were registered in1968. The white car is a bit of an enigma because, as 
any Mk 1 Cooper or S aficionado knows, such a car should have red/
grey/gold brocade seats but the car(s) used in the film feature grey 
seats. So, was it really an Island blue or Tweed grey car sprayed white 

Simon Wheatcroft

Hopkirk & Crellin at the start of the Rally of the Flowers

or did they just change the seats? It does look very white, more so than 
perhaps you would expect an Old English white car to be.

It has long been known that the real registration number of the white 
car was NOC 74F because that turns up in another film looking 
exactly as it did in The Italian Job; Vive Le Sport is the title and it 
can be seen driving around Trafalgar Square with, possibly, David 
Salamone at the wheel. David drove the red car in The Italian Job. 
There was a rumour some fifteen years ago that the white car still 
existed but nothing has ever appeared.

The registration of the red car has also been known for a while as most 
of the number plate is visible in a scene where Charlie and Lorna visit 
the garage where the cars are being prepared. Moments after the line 
“Rozzer’s having trouble with his differential” etc. the camera pans 

The white car from the Italian Job appears in Vive Le Sport with its 
real number plate clearly visible

At various points in the film there is damage to the chrome seam 
trim clearly visible on the red car. It was probably caused by this 
close encounter with the white car which was filmed early on
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across to the white car and you get a brief but clear glimpse of most of 
a number plate that is NOC 73F above the arm of the gang member 
fitting the quartz iodine headlights for the continent.

Something that was recently pointed out on the Mk1 Performance 
Conversions Forum is that another number plate is visible next to 
the blue car and that is either NOC 75F or NOC 76F when Charlie 
asks “Will it take the weight?” Incidentally, when Charlie asks “Will it 
take the weight?” the $4,000,000 of gold would have required each 
Cooper S bootboard to take 2,300lb or 1,070kg!

The cars were registered 1st May 1968 and were prepared by 
Blenheim Motors in St Johns Wood, London. Mechanically the cars 
were left as standard, but the interiors were pretty much removed 

You can see the grey seat in the white car in this picture. This is 
a picture from a practice session hence the crew in red and bent 
forward number plate

The end of probably the first run through the sewer

Cooper S and Beetle feature in the same episode of Mission Ignition

Dario gets some driving tips

The cars lined up for at least the second run down the sewer. Note 
the front roll cage and reclining front seat

Cooper S and camera car in close proximity to each other
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Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

Mk1 Mini Cooper 998  
Register analysis

The Mk1 Cooper register was started 
way back at the inception of the Mini 
Cooper Register in 1986, when a list 
of surviving cars was compiled. Since 
these early days the list has grown 
somewhat and includes, not only 
current cars, but those that have fallen 
by the wayside, and cars that have been 
‘spotted’ by members. 

With all the cars we now have on 
the register, it enables us establish 
production details and high light certain 

change points during production. This is thus a potentially useful 
resource for those who own cars which fall within the British Motor 
Heritage archives’ ‘missing’ production ledger number 57 which I 
have mentioned before. So, if you have a car with a chassis number 

and the familiar Tech-Del supplied Minilite wheels, sump guards and 
roll cages were fitted. During the chase sequence you get a view of 
the dashboard area of the red car and that appears to have metal 
screen demister vents. These were replaced by plastic ones in early 
March 1967 which would mean that the car used in the film was 
already well over a year old when filming took place.

The last bit of Mini action to be filmed was the sequence in the sewer; 
this took place in late September on the outskirts of Coventry. There 
is a picture showing the cars before they start and the leading Cooper 
S looks to have a factory reclining seat for the driver. For this sequence 
part of the plan was a 360 degree loop so the cars were fitted with 

All this gear was required for the piece to camera when driving the car

One of the many, many takes to film the ten second introductory 
sequence. The very nice Alfa is Dario’s

David Friswell/Barrie Potts and their 1071 S heading for 16th place 
on the 1964 International Welsh Rally

an additional front section to the roll cage. For at least one of the cars 
it didn’t end well, if you watch the sequence carefully you can, at one 
point, clearly see considerable damage to the roof of the leading Mini.

Whatever you may read or hear elsewhere, the fact is that the current 
cars bearing the actual registration numbers of the cars in the The 
Italian Job have had the ‘Mysteron’ treatment and are total recreations. 
Apart from one Cooper S that makes a brief appearance the 
registration numbers used on the Cooper Ss in the film were not issued 
in period; they were actually sold at auction by the DVLA in 2003.

By the time you read this the new Channel 4 series Mission Ignition 
will already have run its course. Apart from a few trailers on Channel 
4 it doesn’t seem to have had a great deal of publicity elsewhere. For 
those who missed it, essentially, it is a game show where the two 
teams aim to rebuild a car that has been partially dismantled without 
the benefit of any books or internet to help them – first team to 
finish and have a safe, driving car gets to keep it. The programme 
was fronted by Dario Franchitti, a Scottish racing driver who is much 
better known in the USA than here and Howard Donald, a former 
panel beater and former member of a pop group.

Those who saw the programme trailer may have noticed an Island 
blue/OEW Morris Cooper S used for the part of the show where 
they drive a similar car to that being rebuilt by the contestants. The 
external filming took place in July last year during the very hot spell 
of weather at Bicester Heritage Centre. The producers wanted a 
standard looking Cooper S which the owner didn’t mind being driven 
enthusiastically and it just happened that I had a car in my garage and 
the owner was in Denmark – what could possibly go wrong? All of 
the external driving sequences were filmed the same day, the tracking 
shots first, followed by the pieces to camera which required a lot of 
equipment on the windscreen which meant there wasn’t a lot of clear 
screen in the Mini or Beetle. Dario was driving the Mini and seemed 
to enjoy himself. As is the case with TV programmes, the filming 
took hours for a few minutes of on screen time. The final piece of 
filming was the opening sequence which took ages as they required 
numerous retakes and moving around of the cars before the crew 
were happy with the results. Dario seemed to thoroughly enjoy the 
Cooper S driving experience and I wouldn’t be surprised if he ends up 
adding one to his collection of cars - let’s hope he buys wisely.

This month’s old rally car is 632 HAC on the 1964 Welsh Rally. 
Crewed by David Friswell/Barrie Potts they finished 16th overall in 
this early 1071S.

That’s all for this month

Simon Wheatcroft
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Cooper S Mk 2 Register

Breaking news as I write this report 
is that the eagerly awaited Blockley 
145/10 radial has finally broken cover. 
I was at the front of the queue for 
these as I’d been bending Blockley 
owner Julian Majzub’s ear about 
them for the past two years. The 
tyre looks very similar in tread design 
to the old Dunlop SP3 so looks 
‘right’ aesthetically. On the road it 
performs very well, with a noticeable 
improvement in ride comfort and 
excellent grip in the dry (not tried in 
the wet yet). Price wise, they come 
in at a reasonable £75 each, so an 
attractive proposition to the limited 

145/10 alternatives available. If you’d like to know more about the 
tyres visit Blockley’s website: www.blockleytyre.com

Nick Hunter

from 615701 up to 622050 then you will not be able to obtain a 
Heritage Certificate for it. However, we do have with our register a 
list of the chassis numbers of the cars within the ledger, with a note 
of whether it is an Austin or a Morris, a date of consignment and 
a date of sale, but sadly, no other details. I must thank John Parnell 
for obtaining and compiling this information for the register. John 
apparently found a list of vehicle sales invoices covering the cars in the 
missing ledger on one of his many visits to Gaydon in the past.

The total number of cars on the register is 1,177 of which 584 are 
listed as Austin and 593 are the Morris variant. A colour breakdown 
of the cars on the register is as follows: 

Figures are given as a percentage (Old English White = OEW)
Tartan red with a black roof 24
Almond green with an OEW roof 23
OEW with a black roof 14
Island blue with an OEW roof 12
Tweed grey with an OEW roof 9
Tartan red with a white roof 3
Surf blue with an OEW roof 3
Black monotone 2
Smoke grey with an OEW roof 2
British Racing green 1
Fiesta yellow with an OEW roof 1 
Other monotone colours 2
Other non-production colours 4

As expected, Tartan red with black roof stays as the most popular 
colour combination. This is repeated in the 997 Cooper register 
as well. Some popular 997 colours are listed, but remember that 
Surf blue, Fiesta yellow and Smoke grey were all phased out during 
998 Cooper production, and Island blue and Tweed grey were both 
introduced partway through production. Other non-standard colours/
combinations seem to feature as well, such as monotone coloured 
cars, i.e. those with the same colour roof panel, and were available 
as a special order. Of these, black is clearly the most popular, and a 
couple of these are on the register and also interestingly, had factory 
fitted red hide trim. Another two cars have ‘Wicker’ effect trim on 
the outside as per Peter Sellars’ car in the film A Shot in the Dark, 
which may have inspired this. British Racing green seems to be a 
popular choice of colour for some and perhaps BMC should have 
considered it as a production colour choice. I should point out that 
cars on the register may vary in colour and shade, with some perhaps 
even being metallic too, as the register does not contain photos of 
every Cooper listed.

Of the ‘other’ colours that are represented on the register, and there 
are quite a few now that have been added over the years from first 
production, some owners have had differing ideas on what best suited 
their car colour wise. For some owners the colour should be that of 
a coach-built car and for others the colours of a race/competition car. 
So here are some of the varieties of colours that some cars of the 
are painted; Midnight blue, Jaguar dark blue, silver, orange, light tan, 
Sandglow, Targa red, Maroon and Willow green.

The very first Morris 998 Cooper was built on the 20th November in 
1963, and this car is registered as 931 VYC. It is finished in Tartan red 
with a black roof and has been owned by an MCR member for quite 
some time. The first Austin was not built until January the following 
year, and the earliest Austin on the register is registered ACE 202B. It 
is finished in OEW with a black roof and was built on the 13th January 
1964. This car was registered by an MCR member but has been out 
of the scene for some time now.

The last Austin/ Morris Coopers were recorded as being built in 
October 1967. This overlapped with the start of production of the 
Mk2 998 Cooper with the first having been recorded as built in the 
September of the same year. As for the register, it seems to be a little 
vague as to which is the very last car built, as some chassis numbers 
go beyond the ‘last’ numbers, even when the prefix is correct for a 
Mk1. So, what would appear to be the youngest 998 Cooper on the 
register is NRX 703F, which is a Morris and finished in Island Blue. 
There are 28 Coopers registered that have the ‘F’ registration suffix, 
and some of these cars are listed as being registered well after MK2 

production got under way. Perhaps the Mk1 cars were not as popular 
by then with the new Mk2 being available with its square rear lights 
and black trim. As we all know, some Mk1 owners wanted their cars 
to look like Mk2 ones, and so, added the square rear lights in favour 
of the original smaller Mk1 units, obtained and fitted the new Mk2 
front grill and then painted their brocade trim black! How times have 
changed, resulting in many different methods being employed today 
to remove the black ‘stuff’ and reveal the precious brocade again. But 
that is another article for another day perhaps!

That’s all for this month 

Barbara Alexander

New Blockley 145/10 radial
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Blockley tyre mimicking the old SP3 tread pattern

Period photo of original 1960s Dunlop SP3

Displacer pipe union, notorious for rusting due to water and crud 
collecting in the bowl of the front hydro units

Simple front hydrolastic unit mod to prevent corrosion of the hose 
to unit joint. Just drill a small 1/4" hole at the edge and the water and 
other road crud can escape instead of gathering in the bowl forever
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Peter Laidler, our regular Mk2 S tech contributor, has made contact 
following my request in February’s magazine for details of those little 
jobs that you have completed over the winter months. He came up 
with plenty – but with a bonus! Peter fully restored his ex-Police S 
between 1983 and 1986, but over the past couple of winters has set 
about everything that needed doing to keep the car up to scratch. 
This included a complete strip down, service and re-fresh of the 
hydrolastic suspension system, including the front top arms and rear 
radius arms, modifying them along the way. Then there was the 
complete strip and overhaul of the clutch mechanical and hydraulic 
system, including the removal of the pedal box and this lead on to 
the brake master cylinder overhaul and a rebuild of the pedal box to 
boot. “Well, it seemed a shame not to whilst it was there – and out of 
the car” explained Peter.

There is so much that you can do to improve the rear radius arms 
including bridging or even replacing the worn helper spring anchor pin

Or what about modifying the axis shaft in order to grease both ends

As if that wasn’t enough, Peter also detected a cracked top engine 
steady bracket, you know the one, spot welded to the body shell 
bulkhead member! A seemingly daunting task for anyone but that was 
done too. Oh yes, and whilst it was all apart, he rebuilt the steering 
column as well.

Peter has the benefit of an engineering workshop and background 
plus several local ‘classic car’ pals. His rebuilding and clever 
modification and repair to the rear radius arms is certainly worth a 
read. The bonus here was that the now older and wiser Peter took 
the opportunity to write up ‘engineering notes made simple…..’ for 
each of the individual tasks including what you need before you start, 
quick tips to make life easy, plenty of short cuts and so on. I’ve been 
reading these notes over the past couple of winters and he’s certainly 
made these technical and seemingly complicated jobs a lot simpler. 
And he’s certainly burst a few bubbles - if you'll excuse the pun - and 
myths surrounding the mystifying Hydro suspension. Not any more 
thanks to Peter!

These non-too-tech articles relating to the above and many more have 
been recorded for posterity in the Technical Talk section of the Mk1 
Performance internet forum under the Mini related ‘how-to’ section. 
So, maybe take a look before contemplating any of these jobs.

Thanks to Peter for all this, it’s much appreciated.

Whilst talking to Peter, he expressed an interest in knowing which is 
the earliest Mk2 S originally painted in Mk3 colours? We don’t appear 
to have any Mk3 coloured cars on the official MCR website Register, 
so if you have one of these rare beasts would you please contact me, 
and we can possibly find the answer. 

Until next time

Nick Hunter 

An easy overhaul of the steering column 

Simple column bush replacement
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Cooper S Mk 3 Register

I’m pleased to be able to report that 
GAN 24J has returned to the road 
after its latest restoration having been 
spotted at the Brooklands Mini Day in 
March; and very smart it looks with its 
black paintwork. Built in October 1970, 
GAN was featured in CooperWorld 
as long ago as October 1989 when 
the then owner reported that it was 
“totally abused and botched in every 
department”. It has reappeared every 
few years since then, the last sighting 
being as a rolling shell on ebay in 2013. 
But finally it looks as though it has 

received the kind of restoration a Mk 3 
S deserves.

Simon Wheatcroft

Cooper Mk 2 Register

I have to report a bittersweet conclusion to our Essex Region 
member’s discussions with his insurer regarding the fate of his car. 
The insurer has maintained that the conclusions of their assessor 
were correct and their assessment that the car was a Category B 
write-off would remain. However, they were more flexible on the 
agreed value and improved their offer to a figure that was more in 
line with current market values for Mk 2 Coopers. 

From the very start of this sorry tale the owner’s main concern was 
to keep the vehicle ‘on the road’ and he believes that he has achieved 
this at last. Under the terms and conditions of the policy document, he 
remains at all times the ‘beneficial owner’ of the vehicle no matter the 
condition. On that basis he has sold the car to a classic car enthusiast who 
has bought the vehicle in the full knowledge that is a Category B writ-off 
car and with a view to effecting a full restoration of it. The new owner’s 
insurance company have told him that, subject to their engineer’s 
satisfactory inspection of the car once restored, they are perfectly happy 
to insure the car and see no reason why the Category B should not be 
‘lifted’. They had even pointed out that, as a classic car, it should never 
have been categorised as a Category B write off in the first place! As with 
all these complicated issues it is not over yet as there is still the matter of 
the DVLA. With the change of ownership the logbook was accordingly 
sent to the DVLA. Unfortunately, they have said that they will not issue 
a new log book since the car is now classed as a Category B write-off. 
However, they have said that they will consider an appeal and would 
be willing to remove the Category B status if there is a good reason for 
doing so. That may include the obvious option of rebuilding the car in 
a new Heritage shell which the new owner is prepared to do. In the 
meantime, I’m keeping my fingers crossed that the car will return to the 
road ultimately in a few years time. Hopefully, when it does, I will be able 
to let you know. Oh, and by the way, our Essex Region member has since 
purchased a late Rover Cooper to replace the Mk 2.

Philippe Balaine has been in touch with more news of his Portuguese 
Mk 2 and, surprisingly perhaps, he has sold it to a Cooper enthusiast 
from Holland. But, guess what? He has immediately purchased a 
replacement. And yes, you’ve guessed it, another Mk 2 Cooper from 
Portugal. This time it is not of CKD origin. The car has recently been 
restored and Philippe is flying down to collect it in the first week of 
April. Hopefully, I might have some more information next month. 
Well, that’s about it but if you have some interesting Mk 2 information 
you would be happy to share, I would like to hear from you.

Until next month,

Happy Coopering!

Graham Robinson 

Graham Robinson

Philippe’s new purchase

GAN 24J way back in 1995… 

…and how it appeared on ebay some six years ago looking rather 
sorry for itself

Finally restored and looking factory fresh - Credit pic to Martin Bell 
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Stuart Ellis dropped me a line or two about his car which he has been 
rebuilding for a while. TNT 448J, an early Flame red example that 
was built in July 1970 and originally despatched to Charles Clark of 
Shrewsbury, who painted the roof white free of charge for the first 
owner – not the only Mk 3 car to have left the supplying dealer with 
a duo tone paint job. The original sales receipt also shows that the 
car was fitted with the factory optional sumpguard; unfortunately the 
records held by the British Motor Museum have very scant information 
for the period when the Mk 3 S was in production. So, there is no way 
of knowing what factory fitted options a car had unless you have an 
original sales receipt or photographs of your car when brand new.

Following a relatively minor shunt in 1981 or thereabouts, TNT 
was taken off the road where it remained until last year. Stuart 
bought the car about five years ago. He recalls “I was persuaded 
to purchase the Cooper S and told by the restorer ‘if you buy it I 
will restore it for a fixed price’. Great I thought I’ll be able to drive 
down to see progress, help and find parts. But this was not to be 
and what actually happend is that shortly after the shell gets finished 
the restorer went bankrupt! I picked the S up after it had been 
moved to a leaking wet shed on a farm.

I took it home to finish it myself and found that it had been damaged 
whilst being moved, the engine was 40 miles away and many parts were 
missing or lost in the move. I had paid elsewhere to have the engine and 
gearbox restored and I then set out to complete the rebuild which was a 
struggle as the car was in pieces and I did not know where things went.

Stuart persevered and TNT was MOT’d and back on the road last 
year and very nice it looks with just a few small detail tasks required 
to complete the car.

TNT 448J after 35plus years in storage

Nice looking restored bodyshell

BEG 494J, another Flame red car, but built in May 1971, is one 
that I mentioned a few months ago and has re-appeared for sale at 
a dealer in the Henley-on-Thames area at a seemingly reasonable 
£19,995. On the advert the seller state ‘A genuine Cooper S, 
it seems (thus far) to retain its original shell and the correct S 
identifiers’. However, back when he was knee high to a Haggis, a 
young Mini Cooper enthusiast named Gordon McCallum owned this 
car and as he recalls “I bought the car in 1979 for a price that was 
over the top at that time for such a car, but it was a case of I want it! 
It was already pretty rusty despite being only 8 years old – the boot 
area and A panels in particular were rusted through. The car was 
fairly standard although it did have a black roof.

The demise of the car occurred when I was driving a bit too 
enthusiastically one night when driving home. I lived in Aberdeen 
City at the time and was driving home through the suburbs when 

The rebuilt engine/gearbox unit ready to be installed

TNT ready for the road again
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I went round a bend too quickly and hit a wall on a field just on 
the edge of the city. I made a claim on the insurance and the car 
was taken by them. I did try to buy it back but it was sold on very 
quickly to a local person who rebuilt it and sold it on thereafter. The 
next time I saw it it was when it was owned by a fellow local lawyer 
- a chap called Douglas Abernethy. He kept it for a while and I am 

BEG 494J as it looks today – quite tidy but…

…incorrect dash vinyl and missing demister surrounds would set 
the Mk 3 S aficionado’s alarm bells ringing…

…along with the later style B20S body number tag in front of the 
dynamo and radiator cowling missing from the inner wing

not sure what happened to it after that, but I did see it at Beaulieu 
about 5 years ago so it must have been sold on to someone further 
south. I still have the original boot badge for the car. A pity I wasn’t 
able to salvage more. The car has been re-shelled so the advert is 
wrong at least in that respect.” 

The point Gordon mentions about the car being pretty rusty after 
eight years is a good one. We forget nowadays that back in the 1970s 
these were daily drivers and not the cosseted second or third cars 
they often are today. We had proper winters with salt/grit liberally 
sprinkled on the roads for months, rather than odd days, and as a 
result the cars rotted much more quickly than modern vehicles do 
with their wheel arch liners and the like. Today you hardly see a 
classic on the road on a wet day let alone when there is frost in the 
air. Incidentally, Gordon is a current MCR member and still has the 
Cooper bug as he is currently working on a Mk1 S.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

Cilla Black’s 1977 Wood and Pickett 
Margrave Mini 1000 Automatic

In common with a lot of MCR members 
who grew up in the sixties, a large part 
of my memories are centred on music 
and the people who were involved in it 
at that time. As I’ve previously repeated 
in my reports musicians, sportsmen and 
women, celebrities and the aristocracy, 
all favoured the basic Mini or Cooper as 
the car to modify and personalise with 
no better way than take their cars to a 
specialist coach builder.

The late singer, Cilla Black, whose 
real name was Priscilla Maria Veronica 

White, shot to fame in 1963 alongside fellow Liverpudlians The 
Beatles, Gerry and the Pacemakers, The Fourmost, Billy J. Kramer 
and the Dakotas and Matt Monro to name but a few. All these music 
stars of the time were under the management of Brian Epstein their 
far-sighted and charismatic manager. Next to the Beatles, Cilla was 
the best selling ‘Liverpool sound’ artist and recorded numerous 
singles and albums throughout the 1960s. She was very at home 
with her audiences with her ‘girl next door’ friendliness which 
soon paved the way for her own variety shows. In the mid 80s 
her career took another direction when she first hosted ‘Surprise 
Surprise’ and then even bigger success until 2001 with ‘Blind Date’. 
Not surprisingly, and with the backing of her husband and manager, 
Bobby Willis, she was the UK’s highest paid female performer.

It was in 1968 at the age of twenty five that she became a millionaire 
and began to have an interest in expensive cars; mainly Rolls-Royces, 
fur coats, designer clothes and jewellery. Having discovered Epstein 
retained 25% of her earnings and owned a new Bentley, she traded 
her one day old Jaguar for her own Bentley. She drove a 1965 Mk1 
Austin Mini 850 for the previous two years and it would be twelve 
years before she owned another Mini.

The first company to build bespoke coach Minis was Hooper Motor 
Services Ltd, who had refined about ten Minis and Coopers in the 
60s. But it was Radford’s who then when on to coach build at least 
ten times as many cars in various degrees of alteration. The 1970s 
however, was the decade for Wood and Pickett Minis with a much 
more diverse list of options; it was often said that the oil rich Arab 
countries were big customers at the time. Having said that, I’ve little 
information on their cars, the most well-known being a black model 
with huge Mercedes headlights and bearing the number plate 5 0MAR 
(50 MAR).

Steve Burkinshaw
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At the start of the decade, the Mk3 Cooper S was close to final 
production so W&P turned their design skills to the new Mini Clubman 
and 1275 GT as well as Mk3 and later Mk4 round nose Minis still in 
demand for a luxury makeover. Among well known W&P owners during 
the period included Elton John, Tommy Steel, writer Johnny Speight, 
Linda McCartney and Britt Ekland. However, Cilla Black jointed them 
on 2nd May 1977 when she took delivery of her W&P Margrave Mini 
1000 automatic. It was registered as VGN 2R and which was registered 
to her husband in the name of Robert Willis at their country address. In 
the same week her friend, comedian Ronnie Corbett, took delivery of his 
W&P Margrave 1275 GT, also painted black and with a similar registration 
number VGN 10R. The current owner of this car lives in Oxford.

My guess is that Cilla only used the Mini locally around her village in 
Denham and for school runs for her then young sons. Despite her 

Cilla with her Bentley in 1967

1963 Radford woody first owned by the Queen’s hairdresser

 VGN 2R looking ready for a rebuild

 Cilla’s Mini had already been dismantled with the interior dry stored

The shell after sandblasting awaiting new sills
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regular on-stage confident and friendly manner, she shut herself and 
her family off from the prying public and paparazzi when at home. 
The dark tinted glass on the car helped towards some added privacy. 
Although W&P added some nice extras to the car, neither a sun roof 
nor electric windows were fitted, possibly for her children’s safety.

The Margrave conversion included a complete respray in solid black, 
Connolly black leather interior, with the back seat being designed to 
match the Recaro front seats, the rear pockets and were cut back 
for the larger seat frames. A polished walnut facia was installed with 
chrome instrument bezels, radio speakers in both doors and a centre 
armrest. The wheel arch extensions made from thick fibre glass were 
added to cover the 5” Minilite wheels.

I started restoring the car about four years ago by which time it had been 
off the road for at least fifteen years and suffering from a typical attack 

Etch primer applied to the underside

After priming but still a long way to go

of rust. After careful sand blasting, the usual body replacements and 
repairs began; front panel, wings, outer sills, part boot floor, rear valance 
etc, although both doors were good and still retain their security locks. 
The front panel and boot lid were mostly damaged from the gimmicky 
nudge bars that were bolted on. These tubular bars adorned many Minis 
during the period; the bumpers stayed un-dented but the bodywork 
suffered from their attachment. During the restoration I spent a lot of 
time preparing the underside of the car aided by attaching the shell to a 
rotisserie which allowed me to etch prime and stonechip the underside 
and paint it in satin two-pack black paint. I then prepared the rest of the 
car which was painted at the start of last year. After all the pipework and 
external cables were attached, the refurbished subframes were bolted on 
and my attention turned to the interior.

The leather treatment kit required many hours to remove as much 
of the old black colourant as possible. The next stage was to apply 

New rear valance in place… and this Heritage panel is a better fit

Bolts doors with security locks
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Slots in the door frames for extra locks

Cilla’s W&P Mini in the entrance of The Grove her country home 
in Denham

the new black liquid stain with a sponge applicator and when dry I 
sprayed on sealant, mixed according to a matt or gloss finish. The 
original leather-bound Motolita was transformed using the same 
process. Artificial sheep skin carpet in various colours was used 
extensively by Radford and W&P, but unfortunately it’s impossible to 
find these days so instead I fitted black, thick wool carpet in its place. 
To complete the revived interior, Newton Commercial supplied the 
correct roof lining kit and matching sun visors.
 
Before driving VGN 2R, I had a rather dim view of automatic Minis 
so I was surprised when a couple of months ago I took the car out 
for its test drive and found it very comfortable and easy to drive, 
and much smoother than others I drove years ago. My good friend 
Mick Cleasby, retired BMC expert and gearbox specialist, knew 
precisely how to set the automatic gearbox linkages critically 
aligned to the carb adjustments, and fortunately he has all the 
testing equipment need to do the job. Having overhauled all the 
mechanical components I added some upgrades to include Hi-Lo 
suspension and improved shock absorbers and ’S’ brakes with 

A black Mini for Cilla Black, or white for Willis

All original interior except for carpets and roof lining

Clean and tidy engine bay note the servo for Cooper S brakes
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1275GT Register

Paul Clayton’s quest to have a GT 
to drive, enjoy and cope with the 
demands of today’s roads and traffic, 
led him to an unusual solution to a 
restoration project.

Paul’s GT when acquired had been 
abandoned outdoors since the late 90s 
and the shell was well beyond saving 
even by today’s standards and the 
lengths some are prepared to go to do 
so. However, being a one owner car 
with all its original parts in place, the 
potential was there for creating a GT 
with a good level of authenticity.

The local search for a viable clubman shell for the project proved 
fruitless, so Paul cast his net wider and targeted South Africa for the 
basis of his restoration. Eventually, a 1978 Clubman came to light and, 
although unseen, Paul struck a deal with the SA importer that saw his 
purchase delivered to the door with all fees covered for a remarkable 
£2,300.

Upon inspection Paul discovered the description of the Clubman was 
fairly accurate and the strip down began. The discovery of corrosion in 
the boot floor prompted Paul to have the entire floor replaced rather 
than a part panel, and he claims that the results are indistinguishable 
from the original build using spot welding. Other than some isolated 
dent repairs the SA shell was otherwise sound, with both original 
subframes still in good condition ready to refurbish and refit.

Alan Clark

remote servo - essential for modern traffic. While the engine 
and gearbox were removed the all important checks were made, 
fitting new seals, gaskets, hoses, fuel and water pumps and 
lastly, overhauling the cylinder head. No engine bore wear was 
discovered qualifying it’s 41,000 miles.

Now returned to its former glory, it’s a pity Cilla Black cannot be 
reunited with her ‘Black beauty’, since sadly she died in 2015.Please 
contact me if you would like to become its new owner.

Steve Burkinshaw

Extra locks work well

Cilla’s car’s Service book

Bargain South African import

Start with a solid shell and this can be the result



50 | www.minicooper.org

REGISTERS

 Modern MINI Cooper Register

Not much to say this month. OX4 (the 
MINI factory) is quiet. No new models. 
Maybe they are getting ready for the 
60th birthday party. By the time you 
read this, The MINI CHALLENGE race 
series will have kicked off at Oulton 
Park. This will be the last year with 
the British GTs as 2020 sees the MINI 
CHALLENGE running alongside the 
BTCC in much the same way as the 
Clios did. But, they will be having full 
grids and lots of fun as the inevitable 
‘rubbing’ will no doubt get worse.

This year we have the MINI Festival 
to look forward to at Brands Hatch 
on 20th – 21st July, just as the schools 

break up for the long summer break. There will be a lot to see and 
do, bits to buy as well as Minis and MINIs in all shapes and sizes. The 
MCR will be there with the Kent Region arranging a fine display of 
tasty cars. A lot of racing is also on the agenda with Coopers, Cooper 
Ss and JCWs racing. Mini 7 and Miglias will be racing there as well as 
the Super Mighty Minis and Mighty Minis. Just to keep you guessing, 
there will also be an all-comers race, where anything goes. It does 
promise to be one of the best Mini Festivals ever.

The National Mini Day at Beaulieu on 9th June will be one of the 
highlights of the year, showcasing 60 years of the Mini. I hope to see 
as many of you as possible there.

The 26th May sees the MINIatHOME meeting at the MINI factory. This 
is run by Luxewerk and tickets are available direct from Luxewerk.com 
at £17. This promises to be a big MINI show and shine event.

I bought myself an ODB reader at £17 from Amazon. With the Bimmer 
software downloadable from Apple play or the App Store, you can see all 
the various settings of your car. The device works on all cars fitted with the 
OBD socket. The Bimmer App is purely for BMW MINIs. The best thing 
it can do is enable the ‘SPORT’ mode on startup just in case you forget! 
You can also set the car to remember the last used mode and reload that 
on startup. The thing I would love it to do is change the rear brake lights 
from bulb to LED. I have changed it and loaded the new code but it shows 
a light failure. I guess the MINI garage had the same issue, hence the fault 
remaining. A couple of people are having difficulties in getting MINI to 
supply and fit the Union Flag rear lights, saying they will not order them as 
you have the wrong VIN, though lots of MINI specialist are doing a supply 
and fit offer. I think it is due to my car being a bit strange in that the JCW is 
a February 18 pre-LCI build, it has all the new toys but old software.

Well, that is all for this quiet month. I shall be in Australia next month 
so I may not get time to do a report, though my daughter has a MINI 
Cooper S Countryman aka ‘Bigi’ down South so I may have a few 
comments to make!

Until next month, keep shining and driving those MINIs and stay safe.

David Young

David Young

The original GT which Paul bought, and being a 1974 car, is a 12 inch 
wheel model with a vinyl interior, twin bolt subframe and 3 spoke GT 
steering wheel. A 7.5 gallon tank had been fitted and evidence that 
original a 5 gallon tank was in place was shown by the cut down boot 
board and the boot board bracket positions. Luckily, the SA Clubman 
shell had all the correct features to match the period of the donor GT 
with minimal modifications. £3,600 covered the work needed on the 
SA shell including the bare metal repaint in Harvest Gold.

The subsequent build up and fit out caused a number of challenges 
with the fit and function of new parts. Amongst them were common 
issues of the too rigid door seals preventing easy door closing and 
new rubber doughnuts that set the ride height up on stilts. Paul’s 
dissolution with the quality of some new components continued 
with early failures of the thermostat, water temp sender, oil pressure 
switch, light switch, heater control valve and horn.

Although Paul has no reservations in using his GT, he wanted to take it 
on trips driving his motor home, so engineering a towing solution was 
next on the agenda. The solution was provided by TAF of Chesterfield, 
comprising of a light weight, (12.5kg) aluminium A frame with links to 
operate the Mini’s brakes and lights. When collapsed the whole set up 
can fit in the boot of a Mini.

From Paul’s experience the escalating price and dwindling supply of 
locally sourced project cars, makes importing viable examples more 
and more attractive and the results speak for themselves. Sadly for 
Paul, the comprehensive photo record of the whole restoration was 
lost in a computer failure; a lesson for us all with much to be said for 
the days of film and prints! 
 
Alan Clark

No trailer, no problem, ingenious towing solution

Minimal modifications needed for Paul’s tow rig

JCWs at last year’s Brands Hatch MINI Festival
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JULY 28TH 
THAMES 
VALLEY TOUR 
 
 
 
PLEASE CONTACT TO EXPRESS AN 
INTEREST. 
Terry Schraider- schraider@btinternet.com 
Clive Brooks – brooks.c2@sky.com 

Start and 
finish in 

Hook 

Breakfast 
and coffee 

Mystery 
lunch stop 

bring a 
picnic 

Rally plate 

Road Book 

85 miles 

Old and New 

MINI minis 

WELCOME
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CLASSIC VEHICLES 
CARS  BIKES  VANS 
RAFFLE DRAW  & AWARDS 

PRESENTED 3PM   

 

  FOOD & DRINK         
AVAILABLE FROM 9AM          
UNDERCOVER SEATING                          

Start the day with a Breakfast 
Roll in the    “DEWS Café”       

VINTAGE  CLASSIC & 
MODERN BIKES 

THIS EVENT RUNS ALONGSIDE THE CUCKOO FAIR & RAISES MONEY FOR LOCAL CHARITIES     
DETAILS & BOOKING FORMS CAN BE FOUND ON WEBSITE www.downtonmotorclub.co.uk                       

Or at The Brian Whitehead Sports Centre , Wick Lane .Downton                                   

Book now for                                
Road Run                
SUN 5th May 

10.30am               
scenic route of 

approx  55+ miles                    

FREE “ GOODY BAG “        
2019 Celebrating 60th 

Anniversary of the Classic Mini  

GRAND RAFFLE         
CHARITY STALL                      
PLENTY OF CRAFT - CHEESE &   
PLANT STALLS & CHILDRENS 

ENTERTAINMENTS AVAILABLE 

 COME & JOIN US               

Something for 
All the Family - Children’s 

Games -  Stalls Gifts– Crafts                         
Win A Car Raffle    

Refreshments +Tea & Cake 

FREE    
ADMISSION to the 
Show for the public 

Back by popular  
Demand the 

Return of         
“Nigel’s BBQ” 

 



52 | www.minicooper.org

Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Bristol, Glos and  
Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday13th September

Beefeater, Emersons Green, Bristol David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD TBD Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

  Derbyshire,  
  Lincolnshire &  
  Nottinghamshire

last Monday of each month 
at 8:00pm

Arkwright Arms, Chesterfield Road, Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield, S44 5JG

Phil Colledge 07591443396 & 01245207665.  
phil.colledge@btinternet.com

Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

  Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Niki Halls 07530 988788
nikihalls@gmail.com

  Gwynedd Contact David Roberts Members meet at local classic car shows throughout the 
show season. Please contact David Roberts for details of 
meetings and dates

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

The Queens Head, Portsmouth Road, Fishers Pond, 
Eastleigh SO50 7HF 

Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG 0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

  Isle of Wight 11.00am Last Sunday  
of the month

The Hare and Hounds Pub at Downend Road, Newport, 
PO30 2NU from May to the end of the summer

Alan MacDougall 07523 006483  
admiow@me.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

Cock Inn, Heath Rd, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 4JD

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

  Newcastle and 
  Durham

1st Monday
At 7:30pm

Chilton Country Pub and Hotel, Black Boy Road, 
Fencehouses, Co. Durham DH4 6PY

Niall Cook 07881 302577
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 17th March 2019 
11:00am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Mick Tully 01273 883349 
g-tully@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Please contact warks@minicooper.org for details of the regular 
breakfast run meetings organised for Warwickshire Region

warks@minicooper.org

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire TBA TBA Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

  BeNeLux (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg) Bart Theelen  
benelux@minicooper.org

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

NEW 

REGION

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org

NEW 

VENUE

NEW 

DETAILS

NEW 

REGION

NEW 

CONTACT

NEW 

VENUE
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Policy benefits, features and discounts offered may vary between insurance schemes or cover selected and are subject to underwriting criteria. 
Lancaster Insurance Services is a trading name of Insurance Factory Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

/lancasterins @lancaster_ins

www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk / 01480 400 927

Agreed Value Available
Multi-Vehicle Policies Available

UK Based Call Centre
Choice of Repairer

3

3

Headline sponsor

UP TO 25% DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS



Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

This special year for our cars is well 
under way. Some of the Mini 60th year 
events have already taken place whilst 
there are others still to look forward to.

Last month, I mentioned that we have 
a new region on the Isle of Wight. Alan 
MacDougall is one of our members 
on the Isle of Wight and has agreed to 
become Regional contact for this new 
region. 

Each year, on their way to our Beaulieu Mini Day, Alan and many other 
Mini owners nearly fill one of the Yarmouth to Lymington Ferries. A 
spectacular sight I am sure. 

Alan has considered suitable venues for members to meet. His meets 
will take place at 11.00am on the last Sunday of the month between 
May and the end of the summer at The Hare and Hounds Pub, 
Downend Road, Newport, PO30 2NU. Do join Alan for a chat with a 
run organised afterwards. 

Alan can be contacted on his email address admiow@me.com or by 
phone on 07523 006483

It has also been good to hear that our new Essex Region contact Niki 
Halls had a good turnout for her first meet at The Hawk Pub at the 
beginning of April. 

We are also looking for a new Regional contact for our already active 
Warwickshire region. In the last edition of CooperWorld and at our 
AGM, Cliff Porter announced that he wished to retire from his role. If 
you are in or nearby the Warwickshire region and fancy taking up the 
baton, please either contact Cliff at warks@minicooper.org or contact 
myself at regions@minicooper.org. The club needs a successor and I am 
sure that Cliff would be helpful to anyone coming forward to keep this 
active region running.

Do support your regions, and the special events they are organising this 
year. The better weather and the longer days are a good excuse to get 
out, meet up and drive our cars.

That’s all from me for now. 
 
Richard Sign.
regions@minicooper.org
07968 307689

Bristol, Glos & Somerset Region

March has passed and my garage doors have been open more than 
closed with the classic car season is fast approaching.

This month I have been busy tracking down rare parts for projects 
and moving out spares that have been in my garage gathering dust. I 
managed to find 3 sets of Cooper S reverse rims, an original 1275GT 
steering wheel and a set of matching Mk2 doors with all the door 
furniture that looked like they had just been taken off in the early 70s.

I bought an outdoor small car cover from Argos, for the now lower 
price of just £20. It is the perfect size for a Mini and a complete bargain.

I also met Leo from MokePanels.com who showed me a Mk2 Moke 
shell that he makes in house (See photo).

The next BGS meet up will be on the 1st May at the Brent Knoll House 
pub, situated on the A38, about 1 mile from J22 M5, Burnham-on-Sea; 
postcode TA9 4HL. Kick off 7.15pm.

That’s it from me!

David Dangerfield

Dorset Region

On March 24th we had our ever popular Breakfast Run to Compton 
Abbas Airfield. Six cars left Fordingbridge on a beautiful sunny morning 
for a 20 mile drive through stunning Dorset countryside, travelling 
through Rockbourne and Cranborne with outstanding views across 
Cranborne Chase to the Airfield.

We arrived just as they opened and various breakfasts were ordered, 
including a Full Compton’s, Big Compton’s and Pilot’s Sandwiches. 
All were very tasty and well received. Paul and Jo brought along their 
Alsatian called Bella who was sleeping in the back of their car but was 
quite happy to be woken up when offered part of Paul’s breakfast!

REGIONAL REPORTS
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It was another enjoyable morning and we are looking forward to the 
next time.

Just a reminder that there are 3 events in May that we are attending; the 
Downton Classic Car Show on 4th May, Minis at Amberley Museum on 
11th May and Mini 60 at Beaulieu Autojumble on May 18th and 19th.

Keeping our fingers crossed for sunny days.

Nick Stansmore

Mid Staffs Region

In my notes last month, I mentioned that the idea for Drive it Day to 
have a Sunday lunch and a trip on a train had ‘timetabling’ problems. Not 
the usual problems where most of the UK trains run late or not at all, 
but purely the logistics of getting maybe 60 people served for lunch then 
a dash across the Staffordshire Moorland to the Churnet Valley Railway 
in time to catch the 14:10 departure. I didn’t abandon the train idea 
altogether, so the plan became a visit to Jodrell Bank, which is next door 
to the Crewe to Manchester main line and the Lovell Telescope (the big 
one!) which runs on tracks! As the visit will have happened a few days 
before you read these notes, a report on the day will be in these notes 
next Month. 

We are now in May, so our summer programme is just about in full 
swing. Coming up in the next few months is:

26th May - The Katherine Classique. A fund raising event on behalf 
of Katherine House Hospice, which will be held again this year at the 
home of Don Mitchell. This is very different to other classic car displays, 
and is more of a very sociable garden party attended by classic cars that 
you will rarely see anywhere else thanks to Don’s connections. Don is an 
MCR member and he is extending the invitation to all fellow members. 
Entry is by ticket only (which includes lunch) so for more information, 
contact Don Mitchell on katherineclassic4@gmail.com. This is a cause 
worth of your support.

3rd June - Informal Concours evening. Our regular monthly meeting 
for June features a bit of a ‘shine and show’, but that will not necessarily 
win the prize! People will vote for ‘The car they would most like to take 
home with them’, and the winner gets a prize. It is likely that the pub will 
lay on a ‘Pie in Box’. So you can view and eat at the same time, but please 
note the pies must be ordered in advance. To do this please contact me! 
Also in case of bad weather the Concours will be held over to the July 
meeting.

9th July - Curborough Test Day. Once again this year we are 
repeating our popular test day at Curborough Sprint Course, near 
Lichfield. Nick Hunter has done such a super job of organising this low 
key event in the previous two years that he has got the job again this 
year! He has managed to arrange for a maximum entry of 20 cars this 
time, and you will be able to explore your car in the safety of a track 
without sharing it with other cars. For full details, contact Nick on 
nickandlynne.hunter@talktalk.net if you would like to join us.

There will more excitement to take us through the summer and into 
autumn, and don’t forget our regular meetings are on the first Monday 
of each month, and owners and sympathisers of all things Mini and MINI 
are welcome.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com
01785 760211

Scottish Region

We held our annual ‘sit down’ meeting during mid-March. It was great 
to see everyone plus some new faces! Our next annual meeting will be 
held on 15th March 2020 and, of course, we will be catching up with 
members at various events until then!

Listed below are the events that were mentioned at the meeting. Please 
note the events that we will have a club presence at.

We will have 2 displays this year at Glamis Castle on 13th/14th July - 
with one hosting ‘factory fresh’ Mk1s, 850s, Coopers and Cooper Ss. 

REGIONAL REPORTS

A Pilot’s sandwich

All ready for breakfast The Katherine Classic last year



Cars for sale 

Due to personal reasons my 1966 Austin Cooper S 
1275 cc. Sandblasted and painted the original Island 
blue /Old English white roof and wheels. This car 
has undergone a no expense spared 100% rebuild 
with approximately 80% of original components 
reused and to the standard factory specification 
as off the production line but to a much higher 
standard with no gismos. The body is all original 
with the exception of the front wings and panel 
which I changed as a matter of course. Original sub 
frames are powder coated. It is also fitted with a 
very rare aluminium skinned Mk1 boot lid.

I am led to believe that during 1966 just less 
than 300 cars were built at Longbridge with 
dry suspension using up the left over stock 
in the parts bins. I have had made a cotton 

braided wiring loom as the standard S loom 
is different in the engine bay with the original 
inner wing panels being present. The engine 
and gearbox has been totally rebuilt by Bill 
Richards with full specification details with the 
car. 100% brake system replaced. Original 
rear seat, Newton front seat covers and trim 
panels, 80/20 bonded wool carpets.

Nil mileage and comes with Heritage 
Certificate. £60,000
Please contact Bryan on 01892 770502/3 or 
Email on: bryanpurves1@gmail.com

ERA Mini. New Zealand Transport Authorities 
state it is a 1991 model but it is a 1989 
Japanese Spec ERA. I am the only owner since 
it was imported from Japan. It is car number 

51. 69,000km and is in excellent order. Car is 
located in New Zealand. £27,500 or near offer
Call Allan on Tel: +64272209462 Email: 
tribul@hnpl.net

REGIONAL REPORTS
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We are still looking for a standard Tartan red car, so please contact me 
if you can attend with yours. We will also have a second stand with all 
other makes and models of classic Minis.

Event: Mini Clan – Thistle Run
Club stand: No
Date: Sunday, 26 May
Location: Loch Lomond Shores to Largs
Details: Rally, static display and concours. 
Website and Registration: http://www.miniclan.com/

MK1 Performance Road Run
Club stand: No
Date: Sunday 26 May
Location: Peebles 
Website and Registration: http://mk1-forum.net/viewtopic.
php?f=5&t=24366&start=0
 
Event: Thirlestane Castle Historic Motoring Extravaganza
Club stand: No
Date: Sunday, 2 June TBC
Location: Thirlestane Castle, Lauder
Details: Over 500 classic cars expected for 2019. A static show with concours 
judging. Also includes an autojumble. It is open to all marques of Minis
Contact: http://thirlestanecastle.co.uk/events/events-calendar/bvac-classic
 
Event: Wheels of Yesteryear
Date: Sunday, 7th July - TBC
Club stand: No
Location: Start: Newtongrange Mining Museum to Lenoxlowe House via 
Glenkinchie Distillery. 
Details: Rally and concours. Open to all marques of Minis. 
Website and Registration: http://www.wheelsofyesteryear.org.uk/
 
Event: Moffat Classic Car Rally 
Club stand: no
Date: Saturday and Sunday – 29th/30th June
Location: Moffat
Website: http://www.sre-scot.co.uk/

Event: Glamis Castle Vintage Vehicle Extravaganza
Club stand: Yes
Date: Saturday and Sunday – 13th/14th July. RSVP by 15th April
Location: Glamis Castle, Forfar, Angus. 
Details: Largest static show in Scotland for classic cars and Minis. 
Autojumble, Rally, static show and concours. Open to all MCR members 
and marques of Minis. Attendance can be one or both days. 

Note we will have 2 stands this year, as we’ve been asked to put 
together a MK1 display by the organisers. Looking for a Mk 1 
Red, ‘standard’ S to display.
Website: http://www.glamis-castle.co.uk/events.cfm
Contact: Patricia 07834 081 667 ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Event: Biggar Rally
Club stand: No
Date: 11th August 
Location: Biggar 
Details: Rally, static car show, concours and autojumble. Pre 1973 
registered Minis only. Camping also available. 
Website and Registration: http://albion-trust.org.uk/albion-rally
 
Event: Bo’ness Hillclimb Revival - Jim Clark tribute
Club stand: Yes
Date: Saturday and Sunday, 31st August /1st September. RSVP by 30th June.
Location: Bo’ness Circuit, Kinneil House
Details: Historic rally to Jim Clark museum; Historic hillclimb 
competition, static car show, concours. Open to all marques of Minis. 
Website: http://www.bonesshillclimb.org.uk/
Contact: Patricia 07834 081 667 ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk 

Kind regards,

Patricia Webb
07834 081 667

FOR SALE AND WANTEDFOR SALE AND WANTED
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Mini Cooper Innocenti 1300 Export. A 
Belgium specification car, this beautiful Bleu 
Scuro Innocenti 1300 Export has covered only 
62,000 km and is most unusually, complete 
with the original Bill of Sale and 'Passport 
to Service' documents showing one owner 
in Holland and the fully stamped service 
records. The car runs faultlessly, has recently 
had a full service and new tyres and will be 
sold with 12 months MOT. High resolution 
JPEG images are available on request. 
£18,995. Tel: 07583 597518

Parts for sale 

Mini Bumpers: 2 X Rover S/Steel VGC.1 X 
later Rover S/Steel with rounded ends VGC. 
£30 each.1 X lower grade S/Steel but more 
robust, not sure of origin VGC.1 X Black 
painted mild steel same manufacture as above, 
paint in good condition no rust. £20 each. 
Phone 01926 832566 Warwickshire

Mk1 new body shell including doors bonnet 
and boot lid along with a quantity of new and 
used parts. I have been involved with BMH 
during the past year getting a well made and 
accurate Mk1 shell correct including the spit 
holes in the front and rear bulkheads. The 
rear panel has been cut to accept a right hand 
petrol tank. One has to accept certain parts 
have had to be modified from the current 

pressings but these areas will not be seen 
once the car is trimmed. I have no engine or 
subframes. £16,000

Ex Abingdon specifically built ‘Works’ complete 
engine, cylinder head etc. This engine was built 
by Abingdon for Don Parker who raced the 
Nimbus during the 1960/70s. All the original 
parts have the same I.d. number. The engine 
has subsequently been rebuilt by Bill Richards 
and the full spec is available. When I sold the 
car the buyer said that he did not require the 
power unit as he was going to get one built by 
Nick Swift. The engine had two hours on Bills’ 
rig and has subsequently only done less than 
400 miles. £9,000

Reclining front seats. One pair Newton 
Commercial in green silver brocade. Mint 
condition.Less than 500 mile use. Excellent 
condition. £999 the pair. Please contact 
Bryan on 01892 770502/3 or by Email: 
bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Rose Petal 10 inch alloy wheels wanted, with 
or without tyres. Also Morris Mini Spanish 
red and grey fleck early 1960s seats and trim. 
Please call Neil on 07879 261376

For those Mini drivers who still use 
Hydrolastic suspension on their cars and 

have problems lifting the rear of the car for 
instance to change a tyre without bleeding 
the system or vacuum the system. I have 
developed an easy way to help lift the rear 
wheels without bleeding the system or 
using a vacuum in the system. For more 
information please email me. m.v.hemert@
zonnet.nl

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency 
(DVLA) may refuse to register vehicles that 
are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The 
DVLA. may ask the police to inspect cars 
without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are 
advised to be cautious before purchasing 
such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR 
EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and 
“wanted” adverts are free (minis and 
mini parts only) providing they are 
not excessively long nor in the course 
of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. 
Non-members and trade members 
wishing to place a classified advert 
must enclose a cheque for £5.00 with 
their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned 
unpublished. Cheques should be made 
payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure 
order 1977. All traders are required 
to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T 
or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books 
(V5 documents) and/or chassis plates 
cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts 
must be in written form only please and 
addressed to the magazine editor. This 
includes instructions for repeat insertions 
and/or advert amendments.
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MINI MIGLIA BUILD, STELVIO ROAD TRIP,PLUS
KEITH CALVER’S ESSENTIAL VERTO CLUTCH GUIDE

SUPER SEVEN
EARLY MKI BUILT

FOR ENJOYMENT

BIG-BORE BLASTER
OLD SCHOOL TWEAKS,
NEW AGE TRICKS

STUNNING FAST ROAD 
MINIS TO SATISFY ALL 
TASTES AND BUDGETS

ROAD RACER
HISTORIC FIA STYLING,
SWIFTUNE 1380 POWER
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130BHP 16-VALVE
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HIGHS AND LOWS
ROOTES TO CHRYSLER

FIND ME A...
HOT HATCH ICON

THE NUMBER 1 MAGAZINE FOR BUYING AND SELLING CLASSIC CARS
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FORGOTTEN HERO 
MORRIS OXFORD

BUYING THE 
TRIUMPH TR7

ESSENTIAL ADVICE IN BUYING 
BRITAIN'S BARGAIN SPORTS CAR

CHOOSE A SHOW:
NEW AGE CLASSICS:
TOYOTA MR2 MK3

THIS SUMMER'S 
EVENTS LISTING

CHOOSE A SHOW:
PLUS

SOLIHULL LEGENDS

EVENTS LISTING
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100sOF CARSFOR SALEBUY A NEW CLASSIC FOR SPRING

150 MPH EXOTICS
BOXSTER OR XK8?£5k
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DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT
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MORRIS OXFORD

DRIVING THE FUTURE:
HONDA’S INSIGHT
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FROM £2500
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With FJ+ you can add to your policy from a range of cover
options* including breakdown, agreed value, salvage
retention and spare parts.

Call our friendly UK team for a quote.

0333 207 6004
or visit footmanjames.co.uk

Insurance
solutions* for
classics and
more.

R
umours
circulate about
the future
of storied
British sports

car maker Lotus. As
Chinese manufacturers
add to their portfolios
by investing in historic
domestic marques,
industrial relations mar
others. Is Lotus about to
join Vauxhall by passing
into French hands? Full
story inside.
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12 MONTHS WITH A VINTAGE CLASSIC

TESTED THIS WEEK

See page 4

BUYING A TRIUMPH STAG

Full of zest! Small
Italian classics don’t
come cheaper or
more fun than this!

LOW-MILER
FIAT 126

Easy to drive, plus
plenty of period

charm – perfect 1930s
motoring intro!

FORD 10
MODEL CX

Restored 20 years
ago – and it’s only

travelled 2000
miles since!

TRIUMPH
TR7 DHC

LOST & FOUND SUNBEAM ALPINE

Buying a fast Ford needn’t blow your
budget! The XR family of ‘Eighties
Escorts, Fiestas and Sierras offer
fantastic value for money, so a four-
figure sum buys any of your favourites.
We pick out the bargains inside.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR, WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO PAY!

See page 24
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BREWER & ANSTEAD
BEGIN THEIR GREAT
BRITISH BUILD-OFF!

ANGLIA vs A40 FARINA
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LOTUS: PEUGEOT’S NEXT PURCHASE?

See page 22

EXCLUSIVE!
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR
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GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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